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Highlights of Dawn

The Birth
of Jesus

“Thou shalt conceive in
thy womb and bring
Jorth a son, and shalt
call his name Jesus.”
~—Luke 1:31

The celebration of the birth
of Jesus on December 25th
did not become widespread
among Christians until the
fourth century. Although not
actually the date of his birth,
this day may have been se-
lected because it nearly co-
incides with the winter sol-
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stice, a time of rejoicing among many ancient cultures. And it
was about the same time, also, that the angel, Gabriel, appeared
to Mary in Nazareth with the message that she would be the one
who would bring forth Israel’s promised Messiah, the one who
would receive “the throne of his father David.”— Luke 1:32

For thousands of years faithful men of old had been looking
for the time when Messiah would appear. Daniel prophesied that
“from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and
threescore and two [sixty-two] weeks.” (Dan. 9:25) Because pro-
phetic days often equal literal years, many probably interpreted
Daniel’s sixty-nine prophetic weeks as a period of 7 X 69, or 483
literal years. That would explain why, just prior to Jesus’ministry,
“the people were in expectation” and men “mused in their hearts
of John, whether he were the Christ or not.”—Luke 3:15

When Gabriel made his announcement to Mary, she was
engaged to be married to Joseph. It was the custom among the
Jews of taat time to make the period of engagement a year long.
Any unfaithfulness during this time was considered adultery even
though the actual marriage had not yet occurred. Although we
usually see only the benefits to Mary when she was told by an
angel that her child would be called “the Son of God” (Luke
1:35), think how her husband-to-be would consider it.

Mary “was found to be with child” (Matt. 1:18) through the
power of the Holy Spirit of God. Because Joseph, her husband,
was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public dis-
grace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had
considered this, an angel of the Lorp appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit.”—Matt. 1:18-20, New International Version

The verses in Matthew and Luke clearly state that the con-
ception of Jesus was a miracle. The life of the one called the
Word (Greek: Logos), in John 1:1, was transferred by God to
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the womb of Mary. This was required to produce a perfect man to
ransom mankind, since all the descendants of Adam were under
condemnation, and none could give a ransom for his brother.—
Ps. 49:7

Yet in spite of this clear presentation of the Scriptures,
some Biblical expositors suggest that the conception of Jesus was
no different than the origination of any other child. But were we
to nullify the doctrine of the virgin birth of Jesus, we would of
necessity have to nullify God’s plan of salvation as taught in the
Scriptures, as well as many direct statements made by Jesus him-
self.

. .. do the Scriptures teach
the ‘virgin birth’? . ..

Look at just some of the evidences supporting the virgin

birth:

1. From the Old Testament prophecy: “The Lorp himself
shall give you a sign, Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”—
Isa. 7:14

2. Jesus said: “Verily, verily I say unto you, Before Abra-
ham was, I am.” (John 8:58) “Glorify thou me . . . with
the glory which I had with thee before the world was.”
(John 17:5) “I came down from heaven not to do mine
own will.”—John 6:38

3. Some words of the Apostle Paul on the subject include:
“Let this disposition be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, though being in God’s form, yet did not
meditate a usurpation to be like God, but divested him
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self, taking a bondman’s form, having been made in the
likeness of men.”—Phil. 2:5-7, Diaglott

None of these direct statements of Scripture could apply to
Jesus if he were merely the son of Joseph. For Jesus to give his
perfect life as a ransom for the forfeited, perfect life of father
Adam, it was absolutely necessary that he be perfect. Such could
only be the case if his father were perfect. Joseph may have been
a “righteous man,” but he was not perfect. It was the power of
God that transferred the life of his only begotten Son from spirit
nature to the human genes in Mary’s womb. This produced a
‘man child’ who was ‘“holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners.”—Heb. 7:26

Bethilehem Experiences

“It came to pass in those days that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.” (Luke
2:1) Israel was under subjection to the Roman Empire. To com-
ply with this decree of taxation Joseph and Mary had to leave
their home in Nazareth, and travel to Bethlehem—a small village
some five miles south of Jerusalem because Joseph was of the
line of David and Bethlehem was the City of David. (See
I Samuel 20:6.)

Jerusalem and the surrounding villages were teaming with
visitors who, like Joseph and Mary, were there because of the
taxation decree. So it is not surprising to read that there was no
room for this expectant mother and her husband in the inn. When
the time came for Jesus to be born, the Son of God was not ush-
ered into this world in the best of circumstances, but in the most
humble. Mary brought forth her firstborn child, and laid him in a
manger.

Mary and Joseph were poor. We know this because Mary
offered two turtledoves at the end of her days of purification, the
offering of one who could not afford a lamb of the first year. (See
Leviticus 12:8, and Luke 2:24.) The gold, frankincense, and
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myrrh brought by the wise men from the East provided funds
which supported this family, especially during their flight into
Egypt, and until the death of Herod. (See Matthew 2:11-15))

The birth of Jesus into a poor family in humble circum-
stances can be appreciated by those who have the Spirit of God.
They see the beauty in such an arrangement. Our Lord did not
come to taste the best the world had to offer. He came to seek
and to save that which was lost. At the peak of his ministry he
observed, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”—Matt.
8:20

“There were in the same country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, so, the angel
of the Lorp came upon them, and the glory of the Lorp shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said
unto them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.™ —Luke 2:8-
11

r
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The angel of the Lorp did not appear to the leaders of Is-
rael, religious or secular; he came, rather, to humble shepherds.
Of course they were afraid. Nothing could be so extraordinary or
overawing than the sight of an angelic being! But the angel
calmed them with a remarkable message, one that continues to
warm the hearts of mankind to this day. “Good tidings” comes
from the same Greek word rendered “Gospel,” in Matthew 11:5,
where it states, “The poor have the Gospel preached to them.”
(Matt. 11:5) Surely the Gospel message is one of great joy.

...the angels did not appear to
the leaders of Jesus’ day,
neither secular nor religious...

This joy comes because the Savior, Jehovah’s Anointed,
had arrived on the human scene. He was the long-awaited Mes-
siah, the one who was the only hope of Israel and the world. The
realization of God’s plan to bless the whole world of mankind
began to be carried out in a tangible way with the birth of Jesus.
At this time he was only an infant, unable to carry out any sacrifi-
cial work, until he reached the age of thirty—maturity as a Jewish
man. Then he would live a sacrificial life for three-and-one-half
years, finally dying on a cross. After lying in the grave for parts
of three days, he was raised by his Heavenly Father to a new life.

The Bride of Christ

Since the time of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus to his
new position in the heavenly realm, God has been taking out of
the world a “people for his name.” Sometimes they are called ‘the
church’, sometimes ‘the bride of Christ’, as well as other equally
descriptive terms. These are the ones who are willing to suffer
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with Christ, and who will be raised to the same likeness as he has
been given, to a position where, eventually, they will reign with
him in his kingdom. They will have the privilege of opening wide
the door to life and everlasting happiness to all mankind during
that coming kingdom,

Those who have heard God’s call and accepted the invita-
tion to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, have been begotten by the
Holy Spirit, as was their Master. They are authorized to proclaim
the same message brought by the angel of the L.orp to the shep-
herds: “Fear not, for behold, [we] bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born . . . a Sav-
ior, which is Christ the Lord.” (LLuke 2:10,11) The church can re-
joice with unspeakable joy as it proclaims this message even in
the midst of trials, difficulties, and weaknesses of the flesh! By
the eye of faith, we can look forward to the coming kingdom
when the prophecy to the shepherds by the angel and the heav-
enly host will indeed become a reality.

The heavenly host praised God, saying, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.” (Luke
2:14) Isaiah prophesied that the savior would be the “Prince of
Peace.” (Isa. 9:6) There is no peace on earth as yet, But soon the
Prince of Peace will establish his kingdom. Then “they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.” True peace shall reign, “from sea to sea,
and from the river, unto the ends of the earth.”—Isa. 2:4; Ps. 72:8

The miracles performed by Jesus during his brief three-and-
a-half-year ministry were only a foretaste of what the kingdom
will be like. The whole world is sick, blind, deaf, and lame. Sa-
tan, the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who be-
lieve not. But in the kingdom, the Savior will heal the world, not
just rid them of physical blindness, deafness, and lameness, but
will free them from spiritual sicknesses of all kinds. Spiritual
blindness today is caused by ignorance and superstition. But then,
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“the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the
Lorp as the waters cover the sea.” (Hab. 2:14) “God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.”—Rev. 21:4

Surely these are indeed good tidings of great joy which
shall be to all people! And this work of blessing will extend
throughout the thousand years of Christ’s kingdom when—at the
close of that time—the prophecy of the angelic hosts will be ful-
filled. Then all God’s creatures, both in heaven and in earth, will
offer praise and glory to the one who sits upon the throne, and to
the Lamb forever and ever!—Rev. 5:11-14

Instead of singling out just one particular day a year, we
should remember on every day this great Savior whose birth,
whose death, and whose resurrection from the dead, means so
much to all mankind. No words can ever proclaim or express
greater blessings to come than those which were spoken by the
angel at the birth of Jesus:

*Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” ]

It came upon a midight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heavens all-gracious King."”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats, o’er all the weary world:
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing:
And ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold,

When with the ever-circling years, comes "round the age of gold:
‘When peace shall over all the earth, its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.
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International Bible Studz Lessons

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 3

Jesus Comes to His Own

KEY VERSE: “The nextday John seeth Jesus coming unto
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world. "—John 1:28

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: John 1:6-8, 18-23, 29-34

THE ‘lamb’ symbolism is used
very prominently in the Scrip-
tures in connection with God’s
plan of redemption and restora-
tion through Christ. It first ap-
pears associated with a burnt
offering which Abel presented
to the Lorb. (Gen. 4:4) Its last
appearance is in Revelation
22:1, where we are informed
that “a pure river of water of life,
clear as crystal,” was seen “pro-
ceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb.”
Againalamb was offered in
sacrifice by Abel. Our first par-
ents had been sentenced to death
and driven from their home in
the Garden of Eden, but the
Lorp had said that the “seed of
the woman” would bruise the
serpent’s head. (Gen. 3:15) This
indicated that divine love in
some way still overshadowed
God’s human creatures. Our

first parents, yielding to the in-
fluence of “that old serpent
which is the Devil, and Satan,”
had transgressed God’s law.—
Rev. 20:2

They had sinned, and had
forfeited their right to God’s
favor. But God's mention of the
seed bruising the serpent’s head
indicated that in some manner
their sin would not always stand
againstthem. So it might well be
that having made this promise,
God began to illustrate how it
would be carried out: that there
was t0 be a remission of sin
through the shedding of blood

. —the blood of “the Lamb of

God which taketh away the sin
of the world.”—Heb. 9:22

The symbol of a lamb was
used in God’s dealings with
Abraham. God had promised the
patriarch that through his seed
all the families of the earth

10
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would be blessed. (Gen. 22:18)
Here, again, the setting aside of
the death sentence was pictured.
When God asked Abraham to
offer his son, Isaac, a type of
Christ the true ‘seed’, as a
sacrifice,Abraham .complied.
When he had built the altar, and
had laid Isaac upon it, he raised
his knife to slay his son. But an
angel of the Lorp intervened, di-
recting that Abraham substitute
a lamb on the altar instead of
Isaac.—Gen. 22:5-13

This is a very meaningful
illustration. The offering of
Isaac indicates that before all the
families of the earth could be

blessed, a loving father must

give up in sacrifice his beloved
son. In the outworking of the
divine plan, the Scriptures re-
veal that it is the Heavenly Fa-
ther who gives his “only begot-

ten Son” for the sins of the .

world. (John 3:16) The lambthat
was substituted as a sacrifice
pictures the Son of God whom
he sent to redeem mankind from
sinand death, and who would be
known as “the Lamb of God.”
In the prophecies, the Re-
deemer is described as a lamb
which would be “brought to the

slaughter.” (Isa. 53:7) This
prophecy further states concern-
ing God’s Lamb, that “he is
despised and rejected of men; a
man of sorrows, and acquainted:
with grief.”

The lamb symbolism is-
used again at the time of the
Exodus of the Israclites from
Egyptian bondage. Israel’s first-
born were the first to be saved
under the protection of the blood
of the Passover lamb, and the
next moming the entire nation -
was led forth to freedom, saved
from the continuing oppressive
hand of Pharaoh, which eventu-
ally would have destroyed them.
Thus in the Passover and Exo-
dus we aré reminded that, in
God’s plan of redemption and
salvation, the followers of the
Master, the antitypicalfirstborn,
are the first to be delivered from
the thralldom of sin and death,
and then, in the morning of
earth’s new day, all mankind
will be delivered from the bond-
age of sin and death. ,

John the Baptist had the
blessed privilege of identifying
the one that all of these typically
sacrificed lambs pointed to—
our Lord Jesus.

BIBLE STUDY

11



LESSON FOR DECEMBER 10

Life Can Begin Anew

KEY VERSE: “Verlly, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."—John

3:3

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: JOHN 3:1-17

NICODEMUS had evidently
heard that Jesus was preaching
that the kingdom of heaven was
at hand; and possibly he may
have heard that Jesus was claim-
ing to be the Messiah, the great
king in that kingdom.

But in view of the Lord's
complete absence of political
influence, and with only a hand-
ful of followers from among the
common people, Nicodemus
was naturally perplexed that
such claims should be made.
Hence Jesus’ emphasis of the
fact that a man must be *“begot-
ten from above” if he would
‘see’,in the sense of understand-
ing, that the kingdom is in its
embryo state during the Gospel
Age. For instance, Paul says,
God “hath delivered us from the
power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of
his dear Son,” suggesting that
God’s people, when begotten

from aboveg, enter into a new
world, a spiritual world, with
new hopes, aims, ambitions,
interests, old things having
passed away, and all things
having become new.—Col. 1:13

The apostle further says,
“The kingdom of God is not
meat and drink; but righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 14:17) In
Nicodemus’ question, “How
can a man be born when he is
old? Can he enter the second
time into his mother’s womb,
and be born?” we see the opera-
tion of the natural mind, with its
ability to reason only on the
level of earthly things. And in
his reply, Jesus enunciates a
further vital truth that can be
fully appreciated only by those
Spirit-begotten. “Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Except a man be
bom [or begotten] of water and
of the Spirit, he cannotenter into

12
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the kingdom of God.” (vs. 5) To
‘see’ and ‘enter into’ the king-
dom, one needs to be ‘begotten
from above’ through the Word
of truth. ‘

This Spirit begettal, our
Lord tells us, is brought about by
means of two things— ‘water’
and ‘Spirit’. First, the cleansing,
sanctifying power of the water
of truth occurs—Iliving by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God; being built up by
the Word of his grace. (Acts
20:32) Secondly, the Holy Spirit
begins its operation, quickening
our mortal bodies in the work of
sacrificing the flesh, renewing
and transforming our minds that
they may become more and
more like the mind of Christ.
(I Cor. 2:16) In this way we are
prepared to be born as spirit
beings in the resurrection.

Jesus here tells us that there
is more than one kind of beget-
ting and birth. As the begetting
and birth of the flesh is a real
thing, so the begetting and birth
of the spirit being is just as real
and necessary to be understood
if one would see and enter the
heavenly phase of Messiah’s
kingdom. However, as the rec-

ord suggests, Nicodemus con-
tinued to marvel, and failed to
grasp our Lord’s meaning.

In verse 8, Jesus seems to
say that the work of the Holy
Spiritis not visible to the natural
eye. He is saying, let me give
you an illustration of the Spirit:
“The wind bloweth where it lis-
teth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: sois every one thatis born
{or begotten] of the Spirit.”
From this we gather that the op-
eration of the Holy Spirit is like
the wind—invisible and yet
powerful.

Many inquirers, like Ni-
codemus, are perplexed at the
things written in the Bible, being
unable to ascertain their spiri-
tual significance. How thankful
we should be that because of
faith in the Redeemer and a con-
secration to God through him,
we are able to lay aside the natu-
ral mind and, by being begotten
from above, ‘see’ the kingdom
of God—appreciate the things
of the kingdom—the conditions
for membership in that king-
dom, and the work of the king-
dom, now and in the future.[]

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 17

Never to Thirst Again

KEY VERSE: “Whosoever drinketh of this water shali
thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that |
shall give him shall never thirst."—John 4:13,14

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: John 4:7-15, 27-27, 39-42

JESUS, who was more anxious
to preach the Gospel than to
drink of the water offered by the
Samaritan woman, was not to be
drawn off by her questionsintoa
discussion of the wrongs and
rights of Samaritans. He had an
important lesson to teach, and so
he said to her, “If you knewest
the gift of God, and who it is that
saith to thee, Give me to drink;
thou wouldest have asked of
him, and he would have given
thee living water.”

The force of the expression
is seen when we realize that the
words used by Jesus, “the gift of
God,” were quite familiar words
to her. They were the words
used by the water carrier who
was heard daily in the cities
crying, “The gift of God! The
gift of God!” How strangely
wonderful the statement must
have seemed to her! How won-
derful it is to us, even after we

have learned its real depth of
meaning! The more we learn
about it, the greater is the re-
freshment as we continue to
partake of it.

Just asour physical systems
call for water and cannot do
without it, so we thirst for higher
things. The world is seeking to
satisfy its thirst in various ways.
The thirst for wealth, for influ-
ence, for power, is insatiable;
but what the world is seeking
and failing to get, our Lorp
gives to his people. Jesus said
that whoever drank of Jacob’s

- well would thirst again. And we

know it is true that every source
to which men go for happiness
and satisfaction still leaves a
craving for something else.
Those, however, who have
tasted of the good Word of God,
the living waters, can testify to
the truth of our Lord’s next
words: “Whosoever drinketh of

14
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the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst.” Indeed, it
satisfies our longings as nothing
else can do.—vs. 14

But this is not all, for our
Lord wenton to say that it “shall
be in him a well of water spring-
ing up into everlasting life.” Our
hearts rejoice as we see in this
the suggestion of blessing other
hearts—passing on the blessing
and refreshment—which will
eventually “satisfy the desire
[the thirst] of every living
thing.”—Ps. 145:16

Jesus explained that the
water which he gave, when
properly assimilated, would be
in the believer as a well of water,
springing up into everlasting
life. Properly appreciated and
assimilated, it willbe in us as a
fountain gushing forth the mes-
sage of the Gospel for the re-
freshment of others. Isaiah
speaks of those who draw water
from the wells of salvation.
“Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust, and not be afraid: for
the Lorp Jehovah is my strength
and my song; he also is become
my salvation. Therefore with
joy shall ye draw water out of
the wells of salvation, And in

that day shall ye say, Praise the
Lorp, call upon his name, de-
clare his doings among the
people, make mention that his
name is exalted. Sing unto the
Lorp; for he hath done excellent
things: this is known in all the
earth,”—Isaiah 12:2-5

This Scripture speaks of
God as an overflowing fountain
prepared to supply the wants of
all his creatures. It applies also
to his plan of salvation as the
source of comfort which he has
opened through his redeeming
mercy to satisfy the needs of all
mankind.

There are those called to
assist in the dispensing of these
future blessings. Each dedicated
follower of the Master, even in
the present life, should be as a
well of salvation, in the sense of
being a proclaimer of the Gospel
of Christ. In the kingdom, when
exalted toreign with Christ, they
will be wells of salvation in a
more complete sense in that, as
associates with Jesus, they will
extend blessings of health and
everlasting life to all who will
accept them upon the basis of
faith and obedience.—John
14:12; Gal. 3:8, 16,27-29 [ ]

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24

The Meaning of
Christ’s Coming

KEY VERSE: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt

among us.”—John 1:14

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:8-12; John 1:1-5, 9-18

JESUS did not take the attitude
that just because the world was
going to be converted and
blessed with life during the Mil-
lennial Age, there was no need
to do anything about it now. He
was given the privilege of exer-
cising divine power to heal the
sick and raise the dead, and this
gave great weight to his oral
message of good tidings.

The good works of the
Master were notoccasional inci-
dents, buthis life’s habit. He was
never too occupied to give heed
to the needs of those who came
to him for help. Not only did he
use the miracle-working power
of God, which was at his com-
mand, to heal the sick and raise
the dead, but he gave of his own
strength as well, So unselfishly
and generously did he thus give,
that his perfect human body was

practically worn out at the close
of his short ministry of three and
one-half years.

In a general way, Jesus’
ministry was on behalf of all
Israel. He considered it a privi-
lege to do good unto all, as later
suggested by the Apostle Paul.
(Gal. 6:10) However, he was
particularly interested in his
immediate disciples. These
were being prepared to carry
forward the work of the Gospel
Age after the Master returned to
heaven, and part of their training
was the observance of his life of
unselfishness in giving his at-
tention and energy so unstint-
ingly on behalf of others.

The Apostle Peter—
through his association with the
Master, observing the unselfish-
ness of his life of sacrifice, and
the wisdom of his methods,

16
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learned well the lesson of love
which leads to the laying down
of life for others. Peter ex-
pressed himself on the subject,
saying, “For what glory is it, if,
when ye be buffeted for your
faults, ye shall take it patiently?
But if, when ye do well, and
suffer for it, ye take it patiently,
this is acceptable with God. For
even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that
ye should follow his steps: who
did no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth,”—I Pet.
2:20-22

Jesus said to his disciples,
“He that believeth on me, the

works that I do shall he do also;

and greater works than these
shall he do.” (John 14:12) Those
who are filled with the Master’s
spirit of self-sacrifice and are
faithful in following him into
death by laying down their lives
for others will, in the kingdom,
share with him in the work of
healing all the sick and raising
all the dead. The healing of the
sick in that day will be perma-
nent, and those who are awak-
ened from the sleep of death
shall have the opportunity of

living forever if they will be
obedient to God’s laws. Thus,
all the true followers of Jesus
will truly share with him in
doing works far greater than
those which he performed at his
First Advent.

But even now, and in order
that we may demonstrate the
spirit by which we are con-
trolled, God gives us the oppor-
tunity, as ministers of the Word,
todoall we can toward the open-
ing of spiritually blind eyes, and
unstopping spiritually deaf ears.
We also now have use of the
Word of reconciliation to
cleanse away the leprosy of sin.
Those dead in trespasses and
sins may even now, by accepting
the Gospel message as pro-
claimed by members of the body
of Christ, be awakened to right-
eousness, and have their mortal
bodiesquickened by the Spiritto
serve the living God.

May the example of Jesus
serve as a reminder that there is
indeed something good for us to
be doing, and that by doing it we
may prove worthy to suffer with
Christ now, and later to live and
reign with him. For this cause
Jesus dwelt among us. ]

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 31

Becoming Whole

KEY VERSE: “Jesus salth unto him, Rise, take up thy
bed, and walk. And ImmedIiately, the man was made
whole, and took up his bed, and walked.”—John 5:8,9

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: John 5:1-15

NO ONE who believes the
Bible will deny that Jesus actu-
ally healed the sick, and that he
did so by divine power and in
keeping with the will of his
God. However, those whom
Jesus healed subsequently died,
and those whom he raised from
the dead ultimately went into
death again. So the question
arises as to why even his cures
were not permanent.

Perhaps the most direct
scriptural answer to this ques-
tion, as it relates to the miracles
Jesus performed, is found in the
statement recorded by John
concerning the miracle of tum-
ing water into wine. “This be-
ginning of miracles,” said John,
“did Jesus in Cana of Galilee,
and manifested forth his glory.”
(John 2:11) The thought of this
text is that by his miracles Jesus
displayed his glory to the

people of his day, in advance of
the time when it would be re-
vealed to the whole world by a
health program that would
bring, not temporary life, but
everlasting life to all mankind.

This was, then, a necessary
part of his ministry in order that
his teachings and the fact of his
Messiahship might be estab-
lished. The public mind in an-
cient times expected some out-
standing demonstration of di-
vine authority and power on the
part of those whom they ac-
cepted as having been sent by
God.

Israel’s God had fought for
them in battle and destroyed
their enemies. Some of his
prophets had raised their dead.
Could they be expected to ac-
cept Jesus as the greatest of all
their prophets, the one, indeed,
who all their prophets said
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would come, if he could do less
than those who had promised
his coming?

This is one reason that Je-
sus’ ministry was accompanied
by miracles—the healing of the
sick, and the raising of the dead.
And in doing this he was also
giving object lessons of what
he, as the promised Messiah,
would do for the whole world,
upon a permanent basis, when
God’s due time would come for
this feature of the divine plan to
be inaugurated.

It is God’s will that ulti-
mately all who accept Christ
and obey the laws of his king-
dom will be restored to health
and live forever as human
beings. Each of the holy proph-
ets, in one way or another, fore-
told a worldwide program of
health and life. Jesus referred to
it as a time of “regeneration.”
(Matt. 19:28) The Apostle Peter
described it as the “times of res-
titution of all things.”-—Acts
3:19-21

But Jesus did not initiate
this program at his First Ad-
vent, nor did he promise any of
his disciples that they could
expect to be divinely cured of

their physical ailments because
of their faith in him. During the
short period of Jesus’ First
Advent ministry, he preached
the hope of the kingdom, and in
connection with his message he
gave many practical demonstra-
tions of what kingdom bless-
ings would mean for the people.
There is no denying the
fact that the Bible has much to
say about divine healing. God is
represented as a Great Physi-
cian who heals all the diseases
of his people. (Ps. 103:3) The
Prophet Isaiah foretold a time
when “the inhabitant shall not
say, I am sick.” (Isa. 33:24) The
same sacred writer prophesied
that all the blind eyes would be
opened, and all the deaf ears
unstopped. He also promised
that the lame would leap, and
the dumb sing.—Isa. 35:5.,6
Diseases of all kinds are
simply an evidence that the
human race is dying. They are
the concomitants of death, and
the Apostle Paul informs us that
Christ must reign until he has
destroyed death. (I Cor. 15:
25,26) The destruction of death
will include the destruction of
disease which leads to death. []

BIBLE STUDY
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Christian Life and Doctrine

L
PSALM 23 SERIES, PART 12

Our Eternal Home

“I will dwell In the house of the Loro forever.”
Psalm 23:6

THE green pastures, still waters, rod and staff, and the valley of
the shadow of death, as well as the other details mentioned by
David in the 23rd Psalm, made up the daily experiences of sheep
under the care of oriental shepherds. When possible, the flock
was led into a sheepfold at the close of the day, where they could
dwell safely for the night. Thus to David this safe and desirable
conclusion of the vicissitudes of life as experienced daily by
sheep served well to symbolize his own daily rest in the Lorp,
and his future place in the divine arrangements.

While David greatly rejoiced in what this illustrated to him
as one for whom Jehovah cared, its meaning to us is still more
significant; for in a very special sense the psalm was written for
the Christian church. To us there is a daily dwelling in the house
of the Lorp, and also a glorious hope of being actually with our
Lord Jesus in that place in the Father’s house which Jesus went
away to prepare.

Jesus said to his disciples, “In my Father’s house are many
mansions,” (John 14:2) The word mansions as here used is a
translation of a Greek word meaning ‘a staying’, or ‘a place to
stay’, ‘a residence’, It is used only twice in the New Testament,
and both times by Jesus in this 14th chapter of John. In Jesus’
second use of the word, the King James Version gives us the
English word ‘abode’ as a translation. It is in the statement, “If
any man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will
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love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him.”-—John 14:23

Here, as we have noted, the word abode is a translation of
the same Greek word that is translated ‘mansions’ in verse two of
the chapter. This verse might well be translated, “In my Father’s
house are many places to stay, many abodes.” In the 23rd verse
Jesus is saying that both he and his Father find a place to stay in
the hearts of those who love him and are obedient to his words. It
also means that the Father and the Son dwell together with those
who love them; that their dwelling place becomes ours, and that
where we live in our innermost hearts and minds they also live.

~ The Father’s house might be understood as the entire vast
universe which he has created, and in this house are many places
to stay, many abodes. As human beings there is only one of these
abodes that would be suitable for us, and that is the earth. But our
Creator did not confine himself to the creation of human beings
and a home suitable for them. The Scriptures indicate that there
are other orders of beings, and that these are adapted to live under
circumstances quite different from those prevailing on the earth.
There are angels, principalities, and powers. The plane of life on
which these live is their abode, their place to stay. In Noah’s day
many of the holy angels sinned by leaving “their own habita-
tion.”—Jude 6; I Pet. 3:19,20; II Pet. 2:4,5

While there are many places to stay, many abodes, in the
Father’s house, there was none suitable for the bride of Christ,
hence Jesus said to his disciples, “I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go,... I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am there ye may be also.” (John 14:2,3) This indi-
cates that the place, the abode, the future dwelling place of the
church did not exist prior to the Lord’s First Advent. The Father’s
house contained many abodes in which dwelt the various orders
of intelligent beings originally created by him, but there was no
place for the church. Together with Jesus, her heavenly bride-
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groom, the church, the bride of Christ, was to be a New Creation,
hence it was necessary that a new abode be prepared.

There is a special sweetness to this promise of Jesus—*I go
to prepare a place for you.” It is as though he were saying to his
disciples and to us that while there were already many mansions
in the vast expanse of his Father’s house, none of them was good
enough for his bride, hence a special mansion was to be prepared.
“And if I go,... I will come again,” Jesus said, “and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” It is impos-
sible for us to grasp with any degree of clarity what conditions
will be like in that place which Jesus has prepared for us, but we
can have some idea of what it will mean to be with Jesus, to
dwell where he dwells, and to share his home.

The Apostle John found it inconceivable to fathom the
great heights of glory to which the faithful overcomers of this age
will be exalted. He wrote, “It doth not yet appear what we shall
be,” but there was one thing John did know, and in this he saw a
marvelous manifestation of divine love. “We know that ... we
shall be like him,” he wrote, “for we shall see him as he is.” (I
John 3:1-3) John, as a disciple of Jesus who walked with him
while he was in the flesh, was quick to grasp the implications of
what the Master said on matters of this kind. It was John who re-
corded Jesus’ promise of the place to be prepared in which the
Master and his followers would dwell together in glory. It was
John who recorded the Master’s prayer in which he said to his
Heavenly Father, “I will that they also, whom thou hast given me,
be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of
the world.”—John 17:24

There was no doubt in John’s mind that this prayer of the
Master would be answered. In this prayer Jesus also asked that
the Father bestow the same love upon his followers that he had
displayed toward him. John realized what a great love this was,
and wrote, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be-
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stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.” And
it is these sons of God who are to be made like Christ and dwell
together with him,

While this new dwelling place prepared for the New Crea-
tion will be different from any of the other mansions already ex-
isting, it will be in the Father’s house; that is, within his vast uni-
verse. Hence the psalmist could write prophetically of the church
that we will “dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.” All the
various planes of being created in the image of God and remain-
ing obedient to him are properly said to be dwelling in the house
of the Lorp. The restored human family, living in perfection on
the earth, will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever, their par-
ticular mansion being the earthly Paradise. But the church, dwell-
ing with her Lord and heavenly Bridegroom, will occupy the
grandest of all the mansions, the dwelling place especially pre-
pared by Jesus for her. o

The apostle explains that even now those who believe do
enter into rest. (Heb. 4:1-3) This is a rest of faith in the finished
work of Christ, a peace of heart and mind which transcends all
our trials and difficulties, and which is based upon our assurance
of the Father’s love and our confidence in his ability to supply all
of our needs according to the riches of his grace in Christ Jesus.
(Phil. 4:19) And then, in addition to this present resting place of
faith and hope, we have the assurance of an abiding place, a man-
sion which Jesus promised to prepare for his faithful disciples.
(Heb. 4:9) 1t is this thought of our present association with the
Lorp through his Word, and our future living with him in glory
that Jesus discusses in the 14th chapter of John, where first he
speaks of the abode, the mansion, which he would go away to
prepare, and then adds that he and his Father would even now
make their abode, their mansion, with those who love and obey
them.

I will dwell in the house of the Lorp, David declares, not
shall. This suggests the possibility that his own determination to
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dwell in the house of the Lorp would have a great deal to do with
attaining this much desired position in the divine arrangements.
And it is true of the Lorp’s people in every age that their own
willingness and desire to be in harmony with God and to be part
of his household is a necessary prerequisite to their enjoying such
a high position of favor. God does not compel anyone to dwell in
his house.

In Psalm 27:4 David wrote, “One thing have I desired of
the Lorp, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of
the Lorp all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lorp,
and to inquire in his temple.” Here David is concerned with
dwelling in God’s house all the days of his life, whereas in Psalm
23:6 he declares his determination to dwell in the house of the
Lorp “forever.” The one would seem to be contingent on the
other. Certainly those who have no desire now to dwell in the
house of the Lorp and who spend their lives in alienation from
him will not be prepared to dwell in the mansion Jesus promised
to prepare for those who love and obey him.

Video Cassettes Avallable
of

1989 GENERAL CONVENTION TALKS

ORDER your video cassettes of discourses given at the 1989 §
General Convention of Bible Students at Chattanooga, TN last
July. A set of eight tapes includes all the talks as well as the  §
Vespers services. These cassettes are not compatible for use R
on VCR machines in Europe, Africa, or Asia. Send $6.00 for B
each tape to:

DAWN VIDEO CASSETTES
P.0. Box 4355
North Hollywood, CA 91617
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“The house of the Lorp’, as David used that term, is proba-
bly a reference to the typical Tabemacle. David desired to build a
better house, a temple, in which he could inquire of the Lorp but
he was not permitted to do so. The Tabernacle—the house of the
Lorb-as viewed by David and by typical Israel—was a shadow or
symbol of the real house of the Lorp in which the church of this
Gospel Age finds a dwelling place, and in which, ultimately, all
mankind will find a haven.

The Most Holy -of the Tabernacle typified God’s own
dwelling place and the center of divine authority, This is on the
divine plane, inhabited only by those possessing the divine na-
ture. Originally God was alone on this plane. Jesus was highly
exalted to this plane when raised from the dead, and the church is
promised the divine nature if faithful unto death.—I Pet. 1:4;
James 1:12; Rev. 2:10 '

The first Holy of the Tabemacle, as well as the Court sur-
rounding the Tabernacle, symbolize the present dwelling place of
those who are sacrificing their human nature in order to enter into

1989 General Convention
Audio Tapes

AUDIO tapss of the 1989 Ganeral Convention at Chattanooga, TN are
available now. If you wish to order the entire set for this year, the price is
$32.00; or you can order individual tapes at $2.00 each. Send for a

free listing of available subjects. These may be obtained on loan, also.

THE VESPERS tapes are especially nice to have, and include the choral
- groups which we anjoy listening to so much.

WRITE TO: Recorded Lecture Service
1989 Railroad Avenue
East Rutherford, Nd 07073
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the Most Holy to dwell with the Father and with his glorified
Son. If we think of the prophecy of Revelation 21:3 where we
read that the “tabernacle of God is with men,” then the camp of
the Israelites surrounding the typical Tabernacle would represent
the condition of the redeemed and restored world of mankind, the
men with whom God will dwell; and they in turn will dwell with
him; that is, they will be members of his household, living in the
earthly abode or mansion created for them.

When David, speaking prophetically, declared his desire to
dwell in the house of the Lorp all the days of his life, the refer-
ence is to the great privilege enjoyed by the saints during this
Gospel Age of offering themselves in sacrifice in the antitypical
Court, and enjoying the rich blessing of spiritual communion
with the Lorp in the antitypical Holy. In verse 6 of the same
psalm, David speaks of offering the “sacrifices of joy” in the
Lorp’s tabernacle. And what unspeakable joy is ours as we real-
ize the privilege we have of presenting our bodies a living sacri-
fice in the assurance that God will accept them and beget us to
the divine nature.

True, the offering of sacrifice is not in itself joyous, but
“rather the reverse, for it is contrary to the desires of the flesh. Nor
is the sacrifice of the saints pleasing to the world. Because of it,
the Lorp’s people often find that the world hates them. A truly
consecrated Christian is not at home in the world. David’s own
experience illustrated the position of the Christian in the world,
particularly that of Jesus, our exemplar. David prayed to God,
“Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false wit-
nesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cru-
elty.”—Ps. 27:12 .

Then David added, “I had fainted, unless I had believed to
see the goodness of the Lorp in the land of the living.” (vs. 13)
How true this is of the saints of the Gospel Age. While we are not
serving the Lorp for a reward, nevertheless, the assurance that
God’s love, his goodness, will yet be revealed to us in all its glo-
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rious fullness, and that ultimately his glory will be revealed to all
flesh, is a compensating portion which sustains us through the
hours of trial involved in laying down our lives in sacrifice. Just
as the joy that was set before Jesus enabled him to endure the
cross and to despise the shame, so it is with us. We know that the
valley of the shadow of death through which we are now walking
will yet be transformed into the land of the living, and that there,
the goodness of the Lorp will be revealed to all mankind. (Isa.
40:5) It is our confidence in the final outcome of this plan, and
the joy that is set before us of cooperating to this end, that helps
to keep us from fainting and becoming discouraged during the
present time of trial.

David wrote that he desired to dwell in the house of the
Lorp in order that he might behold his beauty. The beauty of the
Lorp is seen in the glorious attributes of his character, his wis-
dom, his justice, his love, and his power. This beauty of divine
holiness is discerned and appreciated only by those who are in
covenant relationship with him and who are enlightened by his
Holy Spirit. These are begotten through the Holy Spirit of truth,
and enjoy spiritual vision. Through the Word of truth, they see
the outlines of the divine plan for human redemption and salva-
tion. Through that plan, they see the glorious attributes. of God
working for the eternal blessing of his creatures and to his own
glory.

In the Holy of the typical Tabernacle were three pieces of
furniture—the Golden Table which bore the shewbread, the
Golden Candlestick, and the Golden Altar. Each of these is sym-
bolic of the church. As the table, the church holds forth the bread
of life. As the candlestick, she radiates the light of the Word, and
in the Golden Altar we see the church as a sacrificing body, and
her sweet-smelling savor of sacrifice ascending into the presence
of God. Recalling Jesus' words saying that he and the Father
would make their abode with the church, we realize that the glory
of the Lorp is to be seen only by those who are part of the
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church, and who participate in the fellowship of the"Word of God
as he makes that Word known to his people, through his people.
What high favor is thus shown to us of the Gospel Age in being
permitted to dwell in the house of the Lorp, where, through the
channels of his own providing, we can see his glory displayed.
Surely it should be our desire to dwell in this house of the Lorp
all the days of our life, even as David expressed concerning
himself. N

As we noted in the beginning, the thought of a daily dwell-
ing in the house of the Lorp was illustrated by the daily experi-
ence of the sheep in being led to a safe resting place. But in the
larger ‘picture, that final scene can well represent our actual
dwelling with the Lorp beyond the veil. And what-a glorious
ending this will be to all the trials and heartaches of the narrow
way! Nor tongue nor pen can describe the joys of that blest day!

It will be a day when all our labors and trials will be over.
There will be no more sorrow, no more sighing, no more tears.
However, while our labors and trials will be past, there will be
work to do. And this is an especially blessed thought for the
people of God now, for we are living in that time mentioned in
Revelation when the death of the saints will mean that they will
rest from their labors, but their works will follow them. That is,
they will not need to remain asleep in death,—Rev. 14:13

And think of the glorious works the saints will enjoy when
dwelling in the house of the Lorp as members of the divine fam-
ily! They will be joint-heirs with Jesus as reigning kings over the
earth for a thousand years. They will be associate judges with
him in dealing with the people of that day. They will share the
mediatorial work of the messianic kingdom. Yes, they will be co-
workers with God and with Christ in the restoration of the human
race to at-one-ment with the Creator and to perfection of human
life. We cannot understand very clearly the glories of the divine
nature; but we can visualize to some extent the blessedness of the
privileges which will be ours, if faithful, of sharing in the king-
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dom work assigned to those who will be found worthy to dwell in
the special place prepared in the house of the Lorp for these
overcomers. And it is the joy of this anticipation that spurs us on
to renewed zeal in the doing of God’s will. -

The work of the saints beyond the veil is again referred to
by the prophets when they speak of the “mountain of the house of
-the Lorp.” (Micah 4:1-4; Isa. 2:1-4) This is the kingdom of the
Lorp, and it is made up of those who dwell in the house of the
Lorp. In these prophecies, the thought of household is included,
for the kings in the divine kingdom will all be members of the di-
vine ruling family, or house.

How all-comprehensive, then, is the prophetic utterance of
David, “T will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.” And this
wondrous possibility, this glorious hope, is the inspiration of all
those who from the heart can say, “The Lorp is my Shepherd.”
May we, as his sheep, follow ever more faithfully the leadings of
our Shepherd; feeding in the green pastures into which he leads
us; drinking the refreshing waters which he provides; and, by rec-
ognizing all the ways in which he cares for us, be assured that his
goodness and mercy will pursue us all the days of our life, and
that we truly will dwell in his house forever. 3

S T LT LS
Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts

S e e e
December 7— "When he [Jesus] was reviled, he reviled not
again.”—I Peter 2:23 (Z.’01-298 Hymn 223)

December 14—"Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain
mercy.”—Matthew 5:7 (Z.'01-332 Hymn 182)

December 21— “Who is worthy?”—Revelation 5:2 (Z. ’02-
333 Hymn 123)

December 28— “He shall drink of the brook in the way: there-
fore shall he lift up the head.”—Psalm 110:7 (Z.’02-14 Hymn
140) ]
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Talking Things Over

The Work in Finland

THROUGH these photograph copies we were introduced to some
brethren in Finland by Brother Timo Nordman, shewn in the pic-
ture on the next page with his wife, Sirpa.

Some time ago they became subscribers to the English Dawn
magazine and enjoyed it so much they started translating it into the
Finnish language for the benefit of the other brethren. He wrote to
us to find out if this was all right to do, and mentioned that he would
like to have some truth message to give to others who speak his

— language.
The Finnish Brethren Light bulbs

went on, let-
ters were ex-
hanged, and
today two new
booklets can
| be found in
Finland under
the titles “Life
after Death,”
and “The
Blood of the
Covenant.”
Samples are
- shown here.
No doubt other translations of our English language publications
will follow in time,

We wish to thank Brother and Sister Nordman for their ex-
cellent work, and we feel certain some in their country will be
blessed by it. May God bless you both, and the brethren in Finland.
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Dawn Publications ........

TEN-CENT BOOKLETS

ARCHEOLOGY
PROVES THE BIBLE
Designed to increase faith

CHRIST'S
THOUSAND-YEAR KINGDOM
Christ's reign will bless mankind

COMING BACK

FROM HELL SOON

A new approach to an old subject
Available in large print

GOD AND REASON
How God will bring peace

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE
The Bible's teaching on the soul,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise

GOD’S PLAN
Hustrated by charts

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN
A series of twenty-three lessons

GOD'S REMEDY .

FOR A WORLD GONE MAD

A clear and concise presentation of
the doctrine of the kingdom.
Available in large print

THE GRACE OF JEHOVAH
God's appeal is through love
CREATION

Examines the Genesis record

ISRAEL IN HISTORY
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GEORGIA Syracuse Channels 14,18
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LOUISIANA Columbus Channel 62
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Portland Channel 57 Harrisburg Channel 40
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Christian Life and Doctrine
. |

The Decade
that Is Ending

THIS December is the last month, not only for another year, but
for another decade as well. A decade is approximately one-sev-
enth of an average human life today, so to us it seems like a long
time. But with the great Creator it is a very short period of time.
In a prayer, Moses said to the Creator, “Before the mountains
were brought forth, or ever thou hast formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. Thou
turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return ye children of men.
For a thousand years in thy sight are-but as yesterday when it is
past, and as a watch in the night.”-—Ps. 90:2-4

How wonderful are the illustrations used in the Bible! In
human experience, a day or a night often seems like a very long
time. To one who has to keep awake, such as a watchman or
someone beset with pain or anxiety, the night can seem intermi-
nable; and to one who is burdened with fatiguing labor, it seems
as though the end of the day will never come. But in all these
situations, when the individuals involved look back on their expe-
riences they seem very short indeed.

This is true of the decade of the 1980’s. At the beginning of
this decade we who are interested in the prophecies of the Bible
pertaining to the establishment of the long-promised kingdom,
looked ahead with a wish that this might be fully realized during
the ten years then to ecome. Now we know that it was not the case,
but we do not despair, because as we look back upon these ten
years which are ending it seems to be a short period of time, and
we might easily wonder why we should have expected so much.
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However, the evidences that the kingdom with its power
and great glory is indeed much nearer, are clearly seen as we look
back upon the events of the last ten years. As all Bible students
know, two of the important signs that we are in the end of the
age, and the time of our Lord’s second presence, which will lead
to the establishment of his kingdom are given to us by Daniel in
chapter 12:1,4. These signs are, first, a “time of trouble such as
never was since there was a nation,” and, secondly, a foretold
running “to and fro” and an “increase of knowledge.” We have
had these signs with us dating back into the nineteenth century,
but every year they become evident on an ever larger scale, and
more and more convincing concerning the time of God’s plan in
which we are living.

Actually, the phenomenal increase of knowledge through-
out the years has been responsible in no small way for the devel-
opment of the foretold “time of trouble,” or, as Jesus stated it, the
“distress of nations with perplexity.” One of the results of the
foretold increase of knowledge has been the rapid means of travel
now being utilized by men. This, figuratively speaking, has re-
duced the size of the world, bringing men and nations closer to-
gether; and because of the continued reign of selfishness in the
human heart, this increasing proximity of man to man has pro-
duced a sorry state of affairs both within nations and among na-
tions.

The rate at which knowledge has increased during the last
ten years is almost unbelievable. Now we are told that the sum
total of knowledge acquired and utilized by mankind is doubling
every year, and that there is more than five times as much knowl-
edge in the world today as there was at the beginning of the dec-
ade. Textbooks dealing with the various categories of knowledge
may become outdated overnight.

The 1980’s have been the decade of the micro-computer.
While computers in use prior to the 1980’s were generally large
and expensive, now they have been reduced to desk-top size and
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are priced within the means of just about everyone. There is to-
day scarcely a business organization, household, or individual
who does not have access to the uncanny capabilities of the elec-
tronic computer. The computer is now working its near-miracles
to an extent that the man on the street never dreamed of at the be-
ginning of the decade.

Since the time when the railway train replaced the stage-
coach, and the automobile ended the days of the horse and buggy,
there has been continual progress in the field of travel, and this
progress has been most pronounced in the last several decades. It
was during these years that the jet plane, to a large extent, re-
placed the propeller-driven flying machine, increasing the speed
of commercial air travel to over six hundred miles per hour. So
quickly does the general public become accustomed to increasing
speeds of travel that already it would seem a hardship to return to
the old propeller-driven planes which could fly only(?) three
hundred miles an hour.

The 1970’s and 1980°s saw space travel mature to the point
that men reached and walked on the moon. It is difficult for the
layman to understand just what advantage this is destined to bring
to the human race, but all admit that it was a great accomplish-
ment. Through the study of rocks brought back from the moon,
scientists have concluded that the moon is much older than they
had supposed it to be—probably four and one-half billion years,
according to their estimates.

We have now reached the advent of the space shuttle, and
the early development of space platforms. It is planned that be-
fore the end of another decade, space travel to the moon and pos-
sibly to other planets will utilize space platforms as launching
sites for these ventures. Only recently an unmanned space probe
vehicle was released from an orbiting shuttle, eventually to reach
the Planet Jupiter, in about §ix years.

Weather and television satellites were placed in orbit
around the earth during the decade of the '80’s, and it is now pos-
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sible to view, instantly, on television, occurrences of interest al-
most anywhere on earth. We see the horrors of war, disasters
such as floods and earthquakes and revolutions, as well as many
other happier events as they occur. We can travel around the
world with the president of the United States, take a trip with a
Congressional committee, or follow the journeys of the pope, if
we wish, and be in on the action as it occurs.

All of this has come about in fulfillment of prophecy con-

" cerning the end of the age, and the time when the Lord would be
preparing to establish his kingdom on the earth. A hundred years
ago, the people of earth, even the wisest among them, would not
have believed that such things could ever be possible. But it has
been given to our generation to see them unfold! Yet only those
who watch the “sure Word of prophecy”—the Bible—know the
real meaning of what is taking place.

Certainly the prophetic ‘time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation’ has continued and increased throughont
the 1980 decade. The threatening problems of the Middle East, of
Africa, of Central America, and South America have continued
unabated throughout the last ten years.

We could almost speak of the 1980°s as the decade of revo-
lutions, for the outbursts of protest against repressive govern-
ments have become more and more .prevalent, especially in the
Eastern world. Much of the demand for reform has been associ-
ated with the failure of communism to provide for the needs of
the people, resulting in rioting and unrest in wide areas of the
world. Poverty, also, has been one of the principal causes for rest-
lessness here in the United States, and while our Federal Govern-
ment has declared war on poverty, and millions of dollars have
been spent to implement this ‘war’, the results have been mea-
ger—not sufficient to prevent the people in poverty-stricken areas
from continuing to be restive and threatening.

What with the rapidly expanding drug trafficking, and the
increase of other crimes, one of the campaign issues in the 1988
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election was ‘law and order’. Both candidates promised, if
elected, to establish law and order, and thus make it safer to walk
on our city streets. But it has been difficult to fulfill these prom-
ises. These troubles are continuing to get worse, rather than to
have improved since the new president tock over the reins of
government.

It was during the 1980’s that certain very skilled surgeons
could not only transplant life-saving organs, but were able to ac-
complish the unbelicvable feat of performing micro-surgery with
the use of laser beams and angiogram equipment. As wonderful
as this is, we know from the promises of God that it is not his
way of giving everlasting human life to the people—rather, the
Lorp’s way is through the redemptive blood of Christ, and the re-
sultant resurrection of the world of mankind, ultimately.

Terrible carnage, and its aftermath, still continues in the
Middle East. Only time will tell what the next development will
be. We know from the prophetic writings of the Bible that ulti-
mately God will deliver Israel from her enemies, and—upon the
acceptance of Jesus as their Redeemer and obedience to the laws
of the messianic kingdom—they will be the first to receive the
promised blessings of that kingdom. But so far as we know, the
details of what will take place in the experiences of these ancient
people of God between now and then, have not been fully re-
vealed by the prophets. However, every eager student of the pro-
phecies will continue to watch what takes place in the Middle
East, and particularly in Israel.

This decade has brought certain television theologians into
disrepute with the people, due to the revelation of many immoral
and illegal activities. Much was made of this by the various news
media of the world, and particularly by those of the United
States. Of course, these men were showing that, despite their
popularity on electronic pulpits, they were ignorant of their re-
sponsibilities as the religious leaders of the people. What they did
not know and what they still do not know, is that they have no
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appreciation of the divine principles of righteousness set forth by
the true God of the Bible. He is the ever-living, ever-loving God
—the Creator of heaven and earth, the author of the laws of right-
eousness, and justice, and love. He is the one who, at great cost to
himself, sent his beloved Son into the world to be the Redeemer
of mankind from sin and death, and who, in his own due time,
and upon the basis of the redemption provided through Christ,
will restore the dying race to health and life.

In his time, the late Pope John indicated that “a breath of
air” had entered the halls of church dogma. This gave those bish-
ops, and cardinals, and priests who desired to do so, the courage
to speak out against dogmatic claims concerning the infallible
authority of the pope. As a result of this, the Roman Catholic
Church has been in deep trouble ever since. Priests and nuns by
the thousands have left their posts each year. Many of these have
renounced the Catholic Church aitogether, joining other
churches; and some have even given up religion entirely. Others
profess to remain Roman Catholics, but now hold their meet-
ings—including their masses—in private homes, much after the
custom of the Early Church. Then, many of the congregations of
the Master’s followers held their meetings in the homes of the
membership, including the congregation at Rome.,

Meanwhile there has been a continued and incacased lack
of faith and interest in formalized religion. Previously a wide-
spread fervor in church attendance had developed among the gen-
eral public. Church membership temporarily increased. But that
is gone now. Recent polls indicate that there is an increasing lack
of interest in organized religion. General church attendance is
down, except for an occasional congregation. This is so in Amer-
ica, and even more so in many countries overseas.

The rapid increase of population has become a matter of
great concern. In the 1980°s the population of the United States
passed the 300,000,000 mark, with the prediction that the popula-
tion will be 100,000,000 more, by the beginning of the twenty-
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first century. In other countries, the growth is increasing even
more rapidly than in the United States.

This poses the question of where the food will come from
to supply the needs of these increasing numbers of humans—and
not only food, but clothing and housing as well. Many are con-
cerned about the necessary water supply, as well as maintaining
the integrity of our environment against the steady encroach-
ments of harmful and deadly pollutants. These concerns enter
into much of the discussion concerning birth control, and this in
turn has raised one of the very disturbing controversies now con-
fronting Catholicism.

When God created our first parents, he commanded them to
multiply and fill the earth. (Gen. 1:26-28) The fact that world
economists are now becoming concerned by the population ex-
plosion, fearing that all too soon the earth will be overcrowded if
something is not done about it, would indicate that the commis-
sion to fill the earth will not long hence be accomplished. What
God’s solution to this problem is, we can only conjecture. But we
can be sure that it will be the best and the wisest solution for the
everlasting good of all. One prophecy says that under God’s di-
rection, “the earth will yield her increase.” (Ezek. 34:27) This
strongly implies that in the kingdom the population of the earth
will never exceed the resources of the earth to provide adequately
for mankind’s needs.

Since the Lorp has promised to restore the dead to life dur-
ing the messianic kingdom period, the present population explo-
sion would be one of the strong evidences of the nearness of that
kingdom. For certainly the present population, plus those who
have fallen asleep in death throughout the ages, is approaching
the number required to properly fill the earth.

So, while world economists become increasingly concerned
with rapidly expanding populations, we see this circumstance as
another evidence that we are very near to the dawning of that glo-
rious new day of promise when sin, sorrow and death will be de-
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stroyed. How wonderful it is then, to realize that God, in his love,
made a marvelous and costly provision of redemption through
Christ whereby all can and will be released from death, given an
opportunity to believe, to obey, and to live forever!

How reassuring is the promise that “as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”—I Cor. 15:21,22 []
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Voices from the Past
b |

A Convention Talk by
Brother Irving Foss, Los Angeles, CA

Two Phases of the Kingdom

FOR thousands of years little was known about the two phases of
the kingdom, because the New Testament—which records the
words of Jesus on this subject—had not yet come into existence.
However the two salvations are often spoken of by the prophets
of old, although not with the detail or clarity devoted to them by
the teachings of Jesus and his apostles which are available to us
today. This important feature of God’s plan is indeed a prominent
doctrine of the New Testament,

God’s ancient people knew -and believed the promise Jeho-
vah had made to their father Abraham concerning the fact that,
because of his great faith, his seed was chosen to bless all the
families of the earth. (Gen. 22:18) Here it is made clear that the
“seed” is used to bring blessing, while “all the families of the
earth” are those who are blessed—two separate and distinct
groups are thus delineated.

And Israel knew well the account of Eliezer, Abraham’s
faithful servant who sought a bride for his master’s son, Isaac.
This was a beautiful picture of the spiritual phase of the kingdom,
illustrating Jesus and his bride. The two phases of the kingdom
are taught in the prophecies, in the histories, and in the allegories
of the Old Testament, but not in a way that God’s people could
comprehend them fully.

Even when Jesus preached, saying, “The kingdom of
heaven is at hand,” his disciples could not accurately grasp his
teaching, despite the fact that he spoke often of the earthly and
the heavenly phases of his kingdom as he ministered to the multi-
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tudes, and in an even more special way, to his disciples. After Je-
sus’ resurrection, their understanding still was that Jesus would
restore the land and the kingdom to Israel at that time. As re-
corded in Acts 1:6, “they asked of him, saying, Lord will thou at
this time restore again the kingdom to Isael?” Their eyes had not
yet been opened to see or to comprehend the concept of a heav-
enly kingdom. ‘

We frequently express appreciation for the blessing of illu-
mination to our spiritual understanding by the Holy Spirit. This
enlightenment is graphically demonstrated in a very particular
way by what occurred at and after Pentecost. If Peter, or any of
the other apostles, had been asked—before the Holy Spirit came
upon them—to explain the divine plan of salvation for the world
of mankind, they would not have known what to say. They had
thought Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah, who would come
to restore Israel to its rightful position in the earth-—-God’s chosen
nation. But then Jesus was cruelly put to death upon a cross be-
tween two malefactors. Even his resurrection from the dead, am-
ply proven during the forty days by his many manifestations to
them, did not give them full insight into the work of the new age
just dawning—the Gospel Age.

But after the Holy Spirit came upon the waiting dlsc1ples
early that Pentecost morning, Peter was moved to give his splen-
did sermon to the thousands of devout Jews who had come to
Jerusalem to celebrate the holy day. He called their attention to
the prophecy of Joel: “It shall come to pass afterward, that I will
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions: and also upon the servants and upon
the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit.”—Joel
2:28,29

Many of the listeners to Peter’s words may have been
among those who had heard Jesus as he traveled throughout Is-
rael. And although the scribes and the Pharisees, the chief priests
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and the Sadducees, did everything they could to hinder his minis-
try, the common people quietly, thoughtfully, gladly, listened—
although they, too, could not comprehend his message fully. Je-
sus’ words seemed to them to be a conundrum, a puzzle, and
many things he said seemed paradoxical. Now, at Pentecost, as
they listened to the apostles’ revealing words, their hearts were
pricked. Some realized that they had clamored for the crucifixion
of this one who truly was the Son of God—the long-looked-for
Messiah!

Peter said, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and
wonders and signs which God did by him in the midst of you, as
ye yourselves also know; him, being delivered by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up,
having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that
he should be holden of it.” (Acts 2:22-24) Then he went on to
remind them of the words concerning David: “Men and brethren,
let me speak freely unto you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.”
The thought here is, that the promises were not fulfilled in David
himself, but the “sure mercies of David” were fulfilled in Jesus.

He continued, “Therefore [David] being a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit
of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit
on his throne. He, seeing this before, spoke of the resurrection of
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whercof we all are
witnesses.”—vss. 30-32

Try to imagine what these words must have meant to the
honest Jewish people who heard him on this Day of Pentecost.
We read, “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” (vs. 37) Peter replied: “Repent and
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be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.”—vs, 38

Here is one of the most familiar Scriptures among Bible
students: “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lorp: and he shall send Jesus Christ, which
before was preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive
[retain] until the times of restitution of all things which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world be-
gan. For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the
Lorp your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me;
him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.

§ =

3 {
Jesus and the
Two Disciples

On the Way to Emmaus ¥
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“And it shall come to pass, that every soul which will
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.
Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow af-
ter, as many as have spoken, likewise foretold of these days. Ye
are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed
shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God
sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his
iniquities.”—Acts 3:19-26

Since our subject concerns the two phases of the kingdom,
we will go back to verse nineteen, as both phases of the kingdom
are represented in this verse. “Repent ye therefore, and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of re-
Sfreshing shall come from the presonce of the Lorp [the face of Je-
hovahl.” A casual reading of this scripture might give us the idea
that this verse is referring to the time when the world’s sins are
going to be blotted out—when restitution begins. But we know
that Christians during this age who have made a complete conse-
cration of themselves to God, and whose consecration has been
accepted, have the merit of Christ applied on their behalf and
their sins are immeédiately blotted out—they are accounted as
righteous. Their sins are forgiven them because they have faith in
the blood of Christ.

Therefore a better translation would read: “Repent ye there-
fore, and be converted so that times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lorp.” In this instance, the phrase, ‘the pres-
ence of the Lorp’, does not refer to the second advent of our

- Lord—the invisible presence of Jesus. We know the “Lorp” spo-
ken of here is Jehovah because the thought immediately follows
that “he will send Jesus Christ.” The word presence in this verse
could better be translated ‘face’, or ‘countenance’. In symbol,
when Jehovah turns his face away from one, he is removing his
favor from them. On the other hand, if he turns his face towards
someone, he is exercising upon them his grace, mercy, and favor.
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So, in this lesson, the Jews who have had God’s favor turned
from them because they rejected and crucified his Son, may now
have his favor restored because of their repentant attitude. Be-
cause his favor returned, their sins are blotted out if they repent
and accept Jesus as their Savior.

The term ‘times of refreshing’, in verse nineteen, and the
words ‘times of restitution’, in verse twenty-one, refer to differ-
ent periods of time. The word ‘restitution’ means ‘restoration’,
‘reconstitution’, and it has to do with everything being com-
pletely restored to the perfection which was lost in Eden. Jesus
came to “seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10), that
which was forfeited by transgression. Restitution is a new begin-
ning. The term ‘refreshing’, however, is not so comprehensive; it
has the meaning of ‘recovery of breath’, ‘revival’.

Here is an example of the refreshment referred to: When
the two disciples were on the road to Emmaus after the crucifix-
ion of their Lord, we remember how dejected, discouraged they
were—nearly ready to give up. At this point a stranger came
along and inquired why they were so unhappy. He opened the
Scriptures at the very beginning, and reminded them of some-
thing they had completely overlooked—that before the kingdom
could be established, Christ must suffer and die! What effect did
that walk and talk have? The downhearted, dejected couple was
transformed into joyful followers of the Lord again, bright as the
sunshine, by the time he completed his talk with them! “Did not
our hearts burn within us when he opened up unto us the Scrip-
tures?” were their words. They were refreshed!—Luke 24:13-32

They were refreshed, but they were not enjoying the
blessings of restitution! We have been considering two distinctly
separate salvations. Those who receive the refreshing of the Lorp
during the Gospel Age, beginning with Jesus’ apostles and dis-
ciples, have the privilege of justification by faith in the Lord’s
blood, in order that they might have something worthwhile to of-
fer to him in sacrifice. (Rom. 12:1) If they are “faithful unto
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death” (Rev. 2:10) in their sacrificial walk, they will receive the
“crown of life"—spiritual life, divine life! (Il Pet, 1:4) On the
other hand, those who will be privileged to receive a resurrection
from the dead—"all” in Adam die, and “all” in Christ will be
made alive (I Cor. 15:22)—all mankind will be restored to the
condition of perfect human life here on earth, which was lost in
Adam.—Matt. 6:10

The ‘times of refreshing’ are for the Lorp’s people of
the Gospel Age. The ‘times of restitution’ are for the world of
mankind who will be restored to full perfection as they walk up
the highway of holiness. Jesus said to his disciples, “In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.”—John 14:2,3

Peter continued in his inspiring sermon on Pentecost
Day, stating that “Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet
shall the Lorp your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like
unto me: him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say
unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.”
The prophet of whom Moses spoke was, of course, Jesus. But at
the time of his First Advent, it was not true that all those who did
not hear his voice were destroyed from among the people. The
fulfillment of this portion of the prophecy will be at the close of
the Millennial Age, when the complete prophet—Jesus, the head,
and the church, his body-—will make the final judgment as to
who is worthy to be written in the Lamb’s Book of life.—Rev.
20:15

Peter reminded the Jews that all these events were fore-
told in the prophecies of the Old Testament: “Yea, and all the
prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as
have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.” Then, be-
cause they were ‘pricked in their hearts’, he attempted to encour-
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age them by assuring them of their favored position, because they
were the children of the prophets: “Ye are the children of the
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers,
saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of
the earth be blessed. Unto you first, God having raised up his Son
Jesus sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you
from his iniquities.” (Acts 3: 25,26) How it must have thrilled
their hearts to hear these words of comfort. Peter told them that
they were being called to be part of the seed of Abraham. This
should have reminded them of the gracious words that proceeded
out of the mouth of Jesus, and the wonderful miracles he had per-
formed.

There were those, of course, to whom those things
meant nothing but a threat to their high and lofty positions—the
scribes and the Pharisees. But others realized that “no man can do
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” (John
3:2) When Jesus gave the parable of the rich man and Lazarus
(Luke 16:20-31), he had Abraham say to the rich man (who rep-
resented the Jewish nation), “If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one Tose from
the dead.” And this was certainly the case. When Jesus raised his
friend, Lazarus, from the dead, it did not cause his enemies to re-
alize that this man was from God. It only convinced the chief
priests and the Pharisees to more relentlessly and quickly plot to
put Jesus to death —John 11:47-53

But there were those who did have ears to hear: *“How-
beit many of them which heard the word believed; and the num-
ber of the men was about five thousand”—and “they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the Word of God with
boldness!” (Acts 4:4,31) Even today, because these blessed truths
have been revealed to us, we too can enjoy the ‘times of refresh-
ing’, and be prepared to become part of that great prophet who
will usher in the ‘times of restitution’, so much needed by all
mankind! C_J
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‘Encouraging Letters

Hello! Greetings. I listen to
your program every week and
enjoy it very much, hearing it
on Radio Caroline. I would
like to order your books “God
and Reason” and “Our Lord
Returns.” I discovered you on
this station in August 1986.
How I have come to write to
you now is that I got your ad-
dress from a list of programs,
and I am very glad to have it. I
listen every day to the radio—
it is better than TV looking.
May God give you all strength
to keep on in this way. Thank
you.—Holland

Dear Dawn Bible: I am a
Dawn subscriber and look for-
ward to the magazine every
month. I think it will have to
be renewed soon and I will do
so. I feel very peaceful after I
have read it and I am so sorry
that I can’t hear your radio
program. God is very good to
me, for which I thank him ev-
ery day. Sincerely yours.—NY

Dear Folks: The film where
you have Peter and Paul dis-
cussing matters, made a pro-
found impression on us. It
made us feel like we were back
in A.D. 50, hearing firsthand
from the apostles. Then the
comments to enlarge on the
points discussed really en-
hanced the program. For us,
adding discussion by the
apostles was wonderful and in
making new episodes we
would love to see more of the
apostles talking to one another.
Your moderator and his two
helpers are terrific! Sin-
cerely.—TX

Dear Dawn: I was introduced
to The Dawn about three
years ago by a relative in
Western Australia. Since then [
have been a regular reader and
find the articles most absorb-
ing and enlightening, as they
help to clarify many puzzling
passages in the Holy Scrip-
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tures. I find the messages very
comforting, and feel they are
as much of an encouragement
to those who have already
committed themselves to
Christ, as they are to all who
are growing in the Holy Spirit,
and also an encouragement to
those who have not hitherto
given themselves to Christ, and
yet yearn to make that final
surrender.

What is equally important
in putting the message across
is the layout and presentation.

It is clearly and concisely

worded, in simple English, and
in good, clear print (the latter
most important to tired, aging
eyes.) The size makes it easy
to carry in handbag or pocket,
so that it can be with one when
traveling, or for a perusal over
lunch or coffee, a long wait,
etc., etc.! Thank you for this
most useful guide.—England

Dear Frank and Ernest: You
have a fan in me after listening
to you over Philippine Chris-
tian Radio’s DZAM. My fam-
ily and I became addicted to
your nice voices, and fine
preaching. Please keep up the

good work, it’s heaven-sent.
.We look forward to hearing
more. Fraternally yours.—The
Philippines '

Dear To Whom It May Con-
cern: I'm sending for the free
booklet, “Why God Permits
Evil.” I'm a minister, and I be-
lieve that it will help me along
the way to help others to come
to Christ, and help answer
questions that I have been
asked, and answers that I have
been seeking. May God bless
you and forever keep you in
perfect peace.—SC

Dear Frank and Emest: | have
been listening to your program
for two months now, and I en-
joy it immensely. I've leamed
a lot I never knew before, es-
pecially about Paradise, Earth.
I have a friend who is Catholic,
who listens to you every week
and told me about you. He said
your program has him search-
ing the Bible for the real mean-
ing! I think he somewhat
doubts the teachings of his reli-
gion, Please send me your
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ARE YOU MOVING?

It will save the Dawn Publishers considerable expense
in postage if you will notify us of your new
address three weeks in advance of your

move.

Thank youl

book, “Life after Death.” If
you have anything about Para-

dise, Earth, please send it to
me. I know others believe in

the Paradise, Earth, also.

Thank you so much for your

time.—OH

sort. Maybe I can better under-
stand why so much suffering is
going on around the world.
Would you send me the book-
let, “Why God Permits Evil,”
please. Thank you. Yours
truly —TX

Sirs: When I heard on the radio
your voices, I really felt very
good. For weeks I was feeling
that I was losing touch with

God in my heart, and that

made me very sad. The Radio

Newspaper in Panama is a very

good Christian radio station.
Truly yours.—Panama

lic of Panama. Thank you for a
lovely and blessed program on
the Radio Newspaper. God
bless you and the work you
do.—Panama

Dear Sir: Please renew my

subscription of The Dawn
magazine. It has touched my

ir: 1 was

is now suffering ... in prison, I

am requesting a booklet of this

, ng an oci
Readers’ Digest, and I ran
across your ad. Being one who

heart, and brought me closer to
the Loro. I also have more un-
derstanding and knowledge of
the Bible. I would like a copy
of “Book of Books,” also.
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Thank you for enlightening
and enriching so many lives.—
LA

Dear Gentlemen: We feel that
your program is one of the best
that is being aired in the station
because of its spiritual and
moral teachings from the Bible
that you religiously convey to
your listeners at DZAM-AM.
My neighbors and I had
formed a community listener-
- ship club, and we group during
Saturdays just to listen to your
program! It has been a habit
for us, now. More power, and
kind regards. Respectfully
yours.—The Philippines

w

Dear Reverends Frank and
Emest: I am one of your regu-
lar listeners to your radio
broadcast in Belgium. I must
say that the benefits and joy I
gain every week from your
program cannot be quantified.
This is why I am now writing
to you. First to thank you for
the wonderful evangelical
work you are bringing to
people’s homes through the

radio; secondly to request the
two books you have on offer:
“The Divine Plan of the Ages,”
and “God and Reason.” I do
not want to miss them for any-
thing in the world! I am ea-
gerly waiting to receive those
books. I pray that the Almighty
God should protect, guide and
bless all those who are preach-
ing the Gospel all over the
world. Thanks be to God.
Yours in Christ.—Belgium

Dear Company: I just finished
reading your book on “The
Creator’s Grand Design.” I am
overjoyed with it, so I am or-
dering another one, “The Di-
vine Plan of the Ages.” Please
send it soon? Thank you.—VA

Dear Dawn Bible Student As-
sociation; Recently I lost my
wife, partner, and friend of
fifty years, and needless to say
found it very sad and depress-
ing. But in the mail, from an
anonymous sender I received
your booklet called “Hope.” 1
read this booklet and found a
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peace I've never experienced
before, and a clear explanation
of death. I would make a re-
quest for you to send me at
least one-half dozen more.
Thank you again for your kind-
ness.—{L

Dear Bible Students Associa-
tion: I would enjoy having a

free booklet entitled, “God and

Reason,” I saw this on the back
page of your booklet, “Hope,”
sent to me by your association.
This booklet was much appre-
ciated by my family and my-
self. I am sixteen years old,
and my mother very re-
cently passed away sud-
denly. I am grieving her sud-
den death, but your booklet
helped me quite a lot. Thank
you and I hope to hear from
you soon. Thank you.—CT [ ]

4 PRAYER of the CONSECRATED )
As with gladness men of old, did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,

Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lorp, may we, evermore be led to thee.

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger-bed, -
There to bend the knee before
Him whom Heaven and earth adore;
So may we, with willing feet, ever seek the Mercy Seat.
Holy Savior, every day, keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
kWhere they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hjdy

Obituaries

We wish to express our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of
these dear ones who have finished their Christian course.

Sister Alice Karedis, Elk Grove Village, IL—May 31. Age, 91.
Sister Effie I. Weida, Allentown, PA—October 6. Age, 94.

OBITUARIES
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Talking Things Over

1990 General Convention Preview

THE General Convention Committee recently met with the direc-
tor of conferences at Houghton College, to work out some of the
details for our next general convention to be held July 21st
through July 26th. And now we wish to let you in on some of the
nice things shaping up for next summer’s conference!

Houghton College is located in the village of Houghton—a
small, quiet community in western New York State. Buffalo and
Rochester, both about 65 miles away, are the nearest larger cities
which have access to major airlines. Van service to their respec-
tive airports will be provided by the college.

Houghton is reached easily by automobile also, being lo-
cated only fourteen miles north of an exit off New York’s South-
ern Tier Expressway which, by the way, has been named as one
of the most scenic routes of America. .

The college has a delightfully spacious campus with a rural,
relaxed feel about it, and beautiful country on all sides—an ideal
and safe place for childrén and adults alike to enjoy. Since our
convention will be the only group on campus, we will have full
use of all the available facilities, which are many. They include a
stone chapel auditorium, with a large pipe organ and grand piano;
over 850 theater-type seats, sloping gently towards a very large,
beautifully appointed stage; a balcony which has an additional
350 seats; projection booth; sound-recording booth; a video tap-
ing system; all complete with operating technicians at no addi-
tional cost. This building is not air-conditioned, but it does have a
large air-ventilating system which, along with the thick, natural
stone walls, they assure us, keeps the high-ceilinged interior quite
comfortable during the summer.
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The committee had lunch there, and here is what we ob-
served: ‘

The dining room, which can seat 700 at a time at large,
round tables, is nicely carpeted, well lighted with large windows
on three sides, and air-conditioned. Two serving areas perma-
nently built into the room design are located on either side of the
dining hall, hidden from the main seating area by partial parti-
tions. There are also two private dining rooms, seating up to 30 or
35 people each, and part of the main room can also be partitioned
to create another private room of about the same size.

The food was excellent, both in quality and quantity, with
no limit on anything. There are normally two or three hot entrees
to select from, about six different vegetable choices, and seven or
eight desserts available in the main serving lines. The salad bars
had nine or ten good choices. There was a beverage area with
four or five juice selections as well as iced tea and milk. A coffee
and hot tea pick-up area was provided, and also a buffet table
with small cakes, and pies. An ice cream bar with four or five fla-
vors and various toppings was accessible, as well. All except the
hot dishes were self-service. And as if this wasn’t enough, they
had a small delicatessen with cold meats and cheeses set up,
where sandwiches could be made to order. About 700 people
were served in 20 to 25 minutes, and boy did they eat! So did we!

The weekly prices which the college had previously quoted
for rooms and meals ($137.00 using their linens; $116.00 using
your own linens} were confirmed, with an additional quote for
children: four-years-old and under will have free room and
meals; five years-old to fourteen years-old are half-price. We
were told that there might be a slight adjustment of a few cents in
individual meal prices, but they would not know for certain until
a little later on.

The use of the swimming pool—including their life guard,
inside track, and other gymnasium facilities, are completely at
our disposal and scheduling at no extra cost. The entire campus
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will be reserved for our use, exclusively, including several large
ball fields, outside track, tennis courts, etc.

When asked about the use of the pool for immersion, we
were told, “Of course!” but the suggestion was made that we use
a Weslyan church with a baptismal font just outside the main en-
trance to the campus. We investigated it and it seems ideal. It will
seat from 450 to 500, when the balcony is used. The room,
equipped with a small pipe organ, grand piano, and beautiful
stained glass windows, is available t0-us at anytime, and for as
long as we wish, on Tuesday. It will be possible to have the bap-
tismal talk and the immersion service right there. The distance is
about three blocks from our regular meeting place-—not more
than a five- or ten-minute walk-—and there is plenty of patking
space for those who must be transported.

A new classroom building, just finished, is really beautiful!
It has various sized rooms with capacities of from 15 to 40
people, all newly appointed and air-conditioned—just right for
the children’s classes!

All but one of the dormitories are new buildings, also—Iless
than five years old. They are nicely carpeted and look exception-
ally clean and well-cared for. Two, which have more than four
levels, are equipped with elevators. Each dorm has a large lounge
on the main floor, with smaller sitting areas on each floor. The
one we looked at was two steps down from the level of the lobby,
with a large stone fireplace on one end, and a grand piano at the
other. In between were conversational clusters of wing-back
chairs, coffee tables, and reading lamps, etc. All looked very ap-
pealing. We also peeked into one of the dormitory rooms and
found it carpeted, well furnished, as colleges go, and very clean.

Built into each is a small room containing a sink that is
shared with the adjoining room. The bathrooms, usually three or
four on each floor, are located in the various wings, and seem to
have very adequate accommodations. The shower rooms are
equipped with stall showers, and are also located on each wing,
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but separate from the bathrooms. Each floor contains a kitchen,
also. Large laundry areas with washers and dryers are conven-
iently located in basements. There are also recreation rooms, a
health center, and even a small chapel. For families of four or
more, the top level of one of the dorms has all larger rooms with
four beds (but no sinks) in the room, and here there are also corri-
dor style baths. These larger rooms can be reserved for parents
with children,

All the buildings on campus are in very close proximity,
and are built around a central green, which is a level piece of
ground. Almost all of the college buildings, as well as the main
auditorium, can be entered without climbing steps. The dining
room is one flight up, with two very wide stairways; and it has
elevator service as well.

Evening activities can be varied. Some suggestions given to
us by the director were: ice-cream social; apple and cheese party;
pizza and soda party; barbacued Buffalo-wings special (famous
in western New York State); punch and cookies; etc., etc. All, we
believe, are unlimited servings. He will send us a list of other
possibilities, along with relative prices. They would keep a record
of the number participating, and bill the General Convention
Committee. Ice cream, plus soft drinks, would be about $1.05 per
person; so would apples and cheese. Pizza and soda would be
more like $2.35, etc. We will talk about this matter at our next
committee meeting.

We browsed through the college store, and it looks as
though they have everything available for purchase that anybody
might need, but might forget to bring with them!

The college will do the registration, at no extra charge. Ar-
rival time will be late in the afternoon, on Friday, after 5:00 p.m,,
as there is another group leaving that morning, and the college
will be hustling to get things ready for us. Friday evening dinner
will be served between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m., at the regular charge
per person for that meal.
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With the possibility of some substantial subsidy arrange-
ments by the committee, it looks like a convention just about ev-
eryone will be able to afford and enjoy. So make your plans
early! The committee will work hard to arrange an interesting and
blessed program—a real spiritual feast! (.

Pl

Speakers’ Appointments

B.Brown E.F. Lankford
Phoenix, AZ December 30,31 | Phoenix, AZ December 30,31
N. Kasperowicz T. Passlos
Middletown, NY December 3 | Phoenix, AZ December 30,31

“HE SHALL
BE GREAT,
AND SHALL
BE CALLED 4
THE SON OF ]!

Luke 132 i
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Conventions

These conventions are listed by request of the classes who sponsor them.
In order to ensure your convention being accurately placed in these columns, please
make your request IN WRITING and mail it to this addressTWO MONTHS before the date of
the convention: THE DAWN, 199 Railroad Avenue, East Rutherford, NJ 07073. Thank you.

PHOENIX, AZ, December
30,31, January 1—Quality inn,
2420 W. Thomas Rd. 85015. Con-
tact: Mildred Enteman, 542 W.
Southern 85041.

Phone: [602] 276-3267 / 254-7766

LOS ANGELES, CA, January
21—Masonic Temple, 248 East
Olive Ave., Burbank 91502. Con-
tact: Michael Nekora, 1425 Lach-
man Lane, Pacific Palisades, CA
90271

DETROIT, MI, January 28—
Redford YWCA, 25940 Grand
River, Redford. Contact: Robert

Gorecki, 6731 Scotch Lake Road,
Union Lake 48085

Phone: (313) 363-6848

PALO ALTO, CA, January
20,21—San Jose Masonic
Lodge, 2500 Masonic Drive, San
Jose. Contact: Mitchell Blicharz,
104 Vista' Del Monte, Los Gatos
95032

Phone: (408) 356-7973

SACRAMENTO, CA, Febru-
ary 16-18—Sierra Inn, 2600
Auburn Bivd. Contact: Mrs. E.F.
Lankford, 6000 19th Ave. 95820
Phone: (916) 457-0569

THE word Savior, otherwise rendered ‘deliverer’, signifies life-giver
in the Syriac language. What a wonderful thought is conveyed by that
word! What is it that our poor, dying race needs? It needs deliverance
from the sentence of death, and deliverance from death itself, into life
complete and abundant and everlasting.

Our Lord has already become our Deliverer in the sense that he
has bought us with his precious blood, that he has settled our account
with Justice. As a result of this work already done, the church, the
body of Christ, has followed in the footsteps of our Lord and has
about “filled up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ.”"—
Col. 1:24

The mystery of God will soon be finished, and atonement for the
sins of the world will be proclaimed with a full emancipation procla-
mation to all people! Good tidings of great joy it will surely be, full of
gracious opportunities for enlightenment, restitution, and obedience,
and for a full return to all that was lost by father Adam.
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