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Lesson 50

Daniel’s Dream of Great Beasts

The sov er eignty … of the king doms … will be handed
over to the saints, the peo ple of the Most High. His king -
dom will be an ever last ing king dom.—Dan iel 7:27

God revealed many things to Dan iel, for he faith fully served
and openly wor shiped him. Nebuchad nezzar had a dream

of a great statue which rep re sented the king doms of the world.
Dan iel also had a dream of earthly king doms.

The world looks at the king doms of this world and sees them
as great and pow er ful and glo ri ous. God, how ever, sees them as
wicked and beastly.

In Dan iel’s dream Bab y lon was rep re sented by a lion-like beast 
with eagles’ wings—splen did, proud, ruler of all. The sec ond
beast was like a bear—big, heavy, stub born, pow er ful—and rep -
re sented Medo-Per sia. The third beast was  leopard-like—clever,
sneaky, unre li able, deceit ful—and rep re sented the king dom of
Greece. The Roman Empire was  represented by a fourth beast
that could not be described—hid eous and fero cious and ex -
tremely strong. It was so ter ri ble it could not be com pared with
any other beast!

The last beast had ten horns (horns rep re sent power). These
horns are like the ten toes on the statue in Nebuchad nezzar’s
dream. Then a small horn grew and re placed three of the ten
horns—the Roman Empire was chang ing. Instead of being a hea -
then king dom of armies and false reli gions, it be came Chris tian.
But the Holy Roman Empire was just as wicked and ungodly as
the hea then empire had been.



This change from hea then to Chris tian was in name only. It was 
shown in Dan iel’s dream when another horn grew in size until the
three lit tle horns (the divi sions of the old Roman Empire) were
pushed out of the way.

Although this fourth beast still exists, its power and influ ence
have grad u ally less ened and, in due time, this beast will be
destroyed. The cause of the fourth empire’s fall will be the estab -
lish ment of the fifth uni ver sal empire of the world, the King dom of 
God, under Christ and his church (Dan iel 7:18,27).

The fifth king dom is an ever last ing king dom, and all the peo ple
of earth will learn its laws and obey them. What joy to look for -
ward to this king dom for which so many have prayed for so long:
“Your king dom come. Your will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven” (Mat thew 6:10).

What the king saw as glo ri ous, Dan iel saw as beastly.
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