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Convention Announcements

Monthly Convention, Saginaw, Michigan.

There is a convention held once a month in Saginaw, usual-
ly on the first Sunday. These meetings are always held from
10:45 to 4:30, and lunch is served in the hall at noon. Full
details can be obtained by writing to the Secretary, Mr. C. A.
- Sundbom, Route 4, Sheridan Road, Saginaw, Mich.

Waukesha, Wisconsin, February 18.

This gathering will be held at the Odd Fellows Hall,
Clinton and Snugth Streets, meetings to begin at 9:45 A. M.
and contjnue all day and evening. Lunch will be served in
the hall, We are requested to announce that speakers will
be present from- the new class of Chicago Bible Students,
and elsewhere, and that a real spiritual feast is' expected.
All are cordially invited. For further information address
the class secretary, H. D. White, Route 1, Box 10, Waukesha,

Wisc,

Richmond Hill, N. Y., February 25. _

This one day gathering will be held at the New Civic Hall,
113-10 Liberty Avenue, Richmond Hill. The convention opens
at 10:00 A. M., continuing until 5:30 P. M, Lunch will be
served in the hall at noon. An advertised public meeting is
being arranged for 3 o'clock in the afternoon. This conven-
tion is being sponsored by the Associated Bible Students
of Brooklyn. It is expected that a goodly number of the
ecclesia will attend the convention as well as friends from
_other sections of lower New York state and from New
Jersey. All who can possibly attend are extended “a cordial
invitation.

.There will be advertised follow up meetings at 3 o'clock cn
the three following Sundays.

Hungarian Convention, Browsnville, Pa. March

3 and 4. ‘

- -All sessions of this convention will be held in Eagle Hall,
for further information, address Mr. Peter Hazy, P. O.
Box 757, Perryopolis, Pa.

'BROTHER J. . VAN HORN:

Chicago Brethren Glad to Serve

We are in receipt of a letter from the secretary of the
Chicago Bible Students, in which we are informed that the
elders of that ecclesia are available for serving other friends
ang ecclesias adjacent to 'Chicago, particularly over the week-
ends.

We are glad indeed :to pass this information on to the
Dawn readers as we can recommend these brethren as being
foyal to the Truth and well qualified to serve the brethren
as well as the public. Possibly some of the ecclesias within
reach of Chicago may desire to arrange for monthly or
other regular service from these brethren. All requests or
communications regarding such service should be addressed
to the secretary, Mr, Irving C. Foss, 5944 North Knox
Avenue, Jefferson Park’' P. 0., Chicago, IlL

Immersion Service in Los Angeles.

This service will be held in the Christian Church, Hope
and llth'Street.s, on Sunday, March 18, For hour of service,
and other details, address the class secretary, A. W. Abra-
hamsen, 2432 Rimpau Blyd.,, Los Angeles. Calif.

Erratum

_On page 32 of the January Dawn, the lne at the extreme
right, giving the total of General Fund, should show $35825
instead of the figure given.

Speakers’ Appointments
(Continued from page 33)
BROTHER J, C. JORDAN:
East Liverpool, Ohio, Feb. 11
BROTHER E. W, KEIB:

Duguesne, Pa., Feb. 11
New Kensington, Pa., Feb, 25

. BROTHER HENRY KRUHM:

Washington, D. C., Feb. 18
BROTHER J. G, KUEHN:
Ne:;’waPrkMN. J., Feb. 18, Herman Hall, 589 Orange Streer,
Bridgeton, N. J., March 4, 11 A. M.
Vincland, N. J., March 4, 3 P. M.

BROTHER OSCAR MAGNUSON:

Easton, Pa., Feb. 4

Passaic, N. J., Feb. 11, Carpenter’s Hall, Jefferson St. &
Hoover Ave. 7 P. M.

Richmond Hill, N. V., Feb. 25
o . (see convention announcemeiit)

Philadelphia, P., March, 4, Batley Hall, 2748 Germantown
Avenue, 3 and 7:30 P. M.

BROTHER EDWARD MAURER:
Duquesne, Pa., Feb, 18

BROTHER C. W, McCOY:
Cheney, Wash., Feb, 11

BROTHER J. W, REIMER:_ .
Bridgeton, N. J., February 4, 11 A. M.
Vineland, N. J., February 4, 3 P. M.
BROTHER WALTER SARGEANT:
New Bedford, Mass., Feb. 4, 3 P. M.
Passaic, N. J., Feb. 18, Carpenter’s Hall, Jefferson &
Hoover Avenue, 7 P. M.
.. - Richmond " Hill, N. Y., Feb. 25
Lt ‘ (see convention announcement)

~-quz'mmej, ‘Pa., March 4

' BROTHER E. F. WILLIAMS:

East Liverpool, Ohio, Feb. 25

' BROTHER' G. M. WILSON:

Beaver, Pa., Feb, 11

BROTHER NORMAN WOODWORTH:
Little Creek, Del., Feb. 4
Pen Argyle, Pa., Feb. 18, 3 P. M.
Richmond Hill, N. V. Feb. 25
. ] (see cpnvention announcement)
ch{zmond Hill, N. Y., March -4, New Civic Hall, 113-10
Liberty Avenue 3 P. M.
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News ¢ \liews

February’s Outlook

EBRUARY first finds much of the northern hem-

isphere in the midst of a cold and stormy win-
ter. During such a period t
the most nutritious kind and in sufficient quantities
to maintain the vital forces. But notwithstanding the
efforts of governments and charitable agencies the
great masses of the people; collectively called the
‘consumer,” are generally in .dire straits at the.pres-
ent time. Just what position the consumer reallv is
it today is thus described in a recent article appearing
in Scribner’'s Magazine, from which we take the fol-
lowing:,

It "appears that the Consumer is faced with an exception-
ally precarious situation. His well-wishers tremble for him;
he trembles for himself; the Consumer's Advisory Board of
the N. R. A.'is one bi<y tremble. Anti-trust laws are held in
abeyance under the dispensation, thus tending to deprive him
of whatever benefits free competition has afforded him in
the past. Trade-association control of prices makes
for greater possibilities of monopdly and quasi-monopoly than
the nation has hitherto known. Meanwhile the Administration
is deliberately fostering higher prices, assuring us that they
are necessary, inevitable, and to be expected. What, the
tremblers cry, is to prevent unconscionable profiteering in a
situation with monoply  encouraged and higher priced levels
blessed ?

“The outlook seems dark indeed.. It.may well be that in
the next few months the Consumer will be put upon one of
the toughest spots in his whole .career, Despite the earnest
solicitations of the Administration, the decent cooperation of
many business men, the very considerable amount of protec-
tive competition that still remains, and .the screams of the
Blue Eagle, the Consumer may find himself paying unpre-
cedentedly onerous prices for unexpectedly shoddy goods.”

Not only is the Consumer facéd with uncertamty,
but najonally and internationally the world is faced
with problems that are far from reassuring. Indeed,
there is a great deal of “looking forward with fear”
on. the part of all classes. As an example of this we
quote from the Saginaw Danly News:

“The world has not been made safe for democracy. Russia

people require food of’

“Poland, Czechoslovakia;”

is ruled by the iron hands of a small band of Bolshevists,
and liberty 'has disappeared. Italy is ruled by a small band
of Facists, and lxberty, as Americans understand it, is un-
known.- Germany. is ruled by the Nazis, and adds to the
loss of all liberty a térror that strikes savagely not only at
German Jews, at socialists, communists and trade unionists,
but at every man of liberal or pacific views. .

“Jugoslovia, aggrandized as a result of the war, is ruled
by a king-dictator. - Hiingary "is -ruled’ by a “small band of
Magyar land-owning .nobles. Poland is under.the dominion of
Marshall Piléudski. ~ Turkey is bossed by Mustaphi~ Kemal.

‘Japan “is ‘under the thumb of ‘military and- naval martinets
‘who do not stop at murder to- stifle opposition. Spain, now -

a republic, wavers before a dubious future:

“Only -a- few countries still - cherish: liberty~ and -offer to
freedom and an edsy home—the ‘United States, Great Britain,
France, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland,  Czechoslovakia and

Scandinavia. 'The kings, the princes and the dukes have almost
‘vanished; but in their place have arisen dlctators and’ rulma

cliques. Today, 1 ‘flfteen years ‘after the “‘war to end war’ a
new world war is at least as'likely as it was in 1914. Nations

‘not bound by the varlous peace treaties are arming as never
‘before.

“France is armed 15 the. teeth., So are her allies and friends.
Tugoslavia, and Rumania. Italy is
fully armed, and talks-of ‘privacy.” Russia is fully armed in
a new ‘socialist nationalism.  Japan not only is armed but
using it arms. to wrest Manchuria from -the helpless Chinese
and press on to what may be a major conflict with ‘Russia.
The United States 1s:mcreasmq 1ts navy, and Br:tam is pre-
paring to mcrease her air force.”

Sacred Manusc:rpt Purchased

‘UHF British - government has recently p-urchased
from the Soviet governmient the Codex Sinaiti-

‘cus, one of the oldest and most famous manuscripts
-of the Bible. Tt dates back to the fourth century after

Another manuscript, equally as old, is in the
Next to these two is the Alexan-

Christ.
Vatican at Rome.

‘drine manuscript, which dates back to the fifth cen-

tury. - Both ‘manuscripts, Sinaiticus’ and - Alexandrine,
are now in the British Museum, side by side. -

‘The "British’ government ‘is to pay Russia the neat
little sum of $514.000 for the Sinaiticue manuscript.
Dr. Rosenbach, commenting on the matter, says:
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“This is the greatest transaction/ in the history of printed
or written antiquities. It is surprising that the British Mu-
seum was able to acquire it for about half a million dollars
in view of the fact that the Soviet government asked $1,250,
000 for it of me. It gives the British Museum two of the
original Bible texts mow in{ existence upon .which the Bible
of today is based.” . )

The proof of the antiqyity of the Sinaiticus is in
its fourth century Greek characters, without accents
or punctuations—which were a later invention. The
writing is on vellum or parchment, and covers 148
large pages. It shows that it was done by four dif-
ferent hands. The great value of these manuscripts
in the minds of those who pay such fabulous prices
for them consists in the fact of their antiquity, and
scarcity. The true Christian, however, realizes that
far greater importance than that is attached to the
Word of God. The Christian realizes that God has
had a hand in protecting the message of truth against
which so many destructive attempts have been made.
Probably no other book in the world has had more
enemies, or has been more misrepresented by its
friends, than the Bible. Yet it has lived on through
the centuries, and still constitutes the only true guide
to the Christian. The Christian today, above all other
times, needs to look well to his guide, and to make
sure that other influences, no matter how alluring,
are not leading him from the path of righteousness
and truth. ‘

More Spurious Relics

N ARMENIAN monk was recently photograph-

ed holding the traditional spear head with which
one of Pilate’s soldiers is said to have pierced the
side of Jesus. In the same magazine where this is
shown is also exhibited a picture of the cathedral at
Mtzyet where it is claimed that the coat worn by
Christ at the crucifixion is buried. The picture of the
spear head gives the impression that it'is remark-
ably well preserved to be nineteen centuries old; and
as for.the coat, it is news to us that Christ wore a
coat at His crucifixion and burial. - The Scripture
says that the soldiers drew lots for His coat and took
it from Him. As for the “vera crux,” the cross on
which Jesus suffered, it seems that enough pieces of
this have been sold to build a house. Truly the people
have heen “fed to the lion” of greed in the name of
religion. When the world learns the real significance
of the crucifixion, people will care nothing about
spurious relics. Men will then rejoice to know that
from Calary’s cross has come, resurrection joy and
blessings to the entire human race. :

Where Is the Soul?

HEODORE KRAUSE and Byron De Fee of

Chicago were found “dead” of carbon monoxide
poisoning. Formerly these men would have stayed
dead, but Doctors Connor and Barwasser of Chicago
knew the latest means of resuscitation. They injected
a solution of aniline dye and methylene blue into the
blood vessels of the “deceased,” and as a result both
‘men came back to life. Asked just what it felt like
being “dead,” hoth declared that they knew and felt
absolutely nothing.  Arthur Brisbane; in the New

_unto their God? for the living to the dead?

DAWN

York Awmierican, has asked the following interesting
questions: -

“What does the soul do when the body is technically
dead? How long does it wait around to make sure there isn't
some recent scientific discovery that will bring it back?

“When the heart stops and the body ‘dies,’ does the soul
start on its journey, and then come back, in case of sudden
recovery, or does it wait a definite time before leaving, to
make sure?

When people come to learn what the soul actually
is, there will be no need of such questions. The
Bible states that the soul is man in his entirety, When
God created man, he BECAME a soul (Gen. 2:7)},
not given a soul. He did not receive some impal-
pable entity denominated a soul. When man dies,
the soul dies, and will stay dead till the resurrection.

The theory that the soul is an immortal something
that exists inside of the body, yet separate from it,
constitutes the foundation of practically every false
doctrine in the world. It had its beginning in the
Garden of Eden, when Satan, the great deceiver oper-
ating through the serpent, conveyed the thought to
Eve that God had misrepresented the facts when He
had said that death would be the penalty for sin.
“Thou shalt not surely die,” was Satan’s false state-
ment, and practically the whole world has accepted
the thought, and have based their religious theories
upon it. :

An article appeared recently in the Hearst Sunday
Magazine in which is quoted a purported conversa-
tion carried on with the soul of Thomas A. Edison.
All efforts to talk with the dead are based on the
false theory that there is no death. Many of the sup-
posed conversations that are carried on with those
who have died are purely the imagination of some-
one’s mind. The Secriptures reveal, jhowever, that
there are spirit beings, unseen by the natural eye,
which exercise a certain. influence over human beings,
who are willing to act as mediums; but the Christian
is specially warned against such influences.

Ever since Satan perpetrated the falsehood, “Thou
shalt not surely die,” he of course has lost no oppor-
tunity to prove that he was right. TFor this reason
he has used wicked spirit beings to palm themselves
off as the departed spirits of those who have died.
Tt is from this source that the apparently authentic
spirit communications have come. Very valuable in-
struction is given to God’s people in regard to this
in Isaiah &:19, 20, as follows: .
. “ And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto

“them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards

that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek
To the
law and to the testimony: if they speak not accord-
ing to this world, it isi because there is no light in
them.”

“Is the Oxford Movement Safe?”
N ARTICLE under the above caption appeared
in the December issue of The Sunday School
Times -setting forth some very interesting observa-
tions relative to the more or less new and popular
religious effort generally known as'the Oxford Move-
ment or the “First Century Fellowship.” Like a great
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many other movements now becoming popular in the
world, Mahatma Ghandi as its spiritual leader, vo-
taries of the Oxford Movement bank much on the
wonderful “‘experience” which they claim to have as a
result of participating in this “‘fellowship.”

Just as Ghandi’s disciples can be as enthusiastic
about what he has to offer them whether they believe
in Christ, or some heathen Deity, so in the Oxford
movement, there does not seem to be any great ne-
cessity for doctrinal discrimination. This seemis to be
true of many of the new theories now being advanced
throughout the world. Concerning one of them it is
said that it can be accepted without effecting ones’s
membership standing in any church in Christendor.
From the Bible Student’s standpoint this is not a
very good recommendation. Certain it is that a hearty
acceptance of the gospel of Christ, and activity in
preaching that gospel, will soon force the believer to
be very unwelcome in any of the nominal churches.
Indeed, the call to such still is, “Come out of her My
people that ye be not partakers of her sins, and receive
not of her plagues.”—Rev, 18:4.

The editor of The Sunday School Times tells of a
conversation he had with Dr. Buchman of the Oxford
Movement. In this conversation the good doctor af-
firmed his belief in the necessity of Jesus’ death as
an atonement for sin, and explained why he had very
little to say about this or other doctrines in a public
way. On this point The Sunday School Times ex-
plains Dr. Buchman's position as follows:

“However, Dr. Buchman explained, he never touched any
doctrines in any of his meetings, as he did not wish to upset
or offend anyone. What he was aftter was to get people to
have an experience, and 1o share it with others.

The editor of The Sunday School Times makes a
very interesting observation on the subject of “Ex-
perience,” as follows: '

*“ ‘Experience’ is the acknowledged message and basis of ihe
Oxford Greoup Movement. Belief in any Scriptural doctrine
is intentionally ignored—not\ denied, but set aside as some-
thing that can only come, in many cases, after experience.
The guidance of the holy spirit is especially stressed as of
vital importance in every day living. Now the holy spirit
says: ‘Faith cometh by experience.’ Is it truly a First Century
Fellowship that puts aside the plain teachings of ‘the haly
spirit and substitutes something else?” .

This observation is much to the point, vet it seems
to be a failing of human nature to put more reliance
on something that is seen or heard or felt. than to
accept by faith the plain statements of God’s Word.
So deceptive is this “Experimental Religion,” as it
has apneared in many forms and under many guises
down through the ages, that those who become en.
gulfed in it tell us that unless we have had the “exper-
ience” we are not capable of judging its merits. This
has always been one of Satan’s strong delusions. The
Lord’s people will do well to be on guard against all
theories that exalt “experience” /to a position of pare-
mount importance, and relegate the doctrines of the
divine plan to a subordinate place in the life of the
Christian.

From Many Sources

Not alone from the Oxford Movement comes the
magnifying of experiences as the real fundamntal of
truth. A variation of the same theory is being pop-
ularized by what is known as the Rosicrucian Order
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—Amorc. This organization openly claims connec-
tion with the oriental mystics of the past and present.
In announcing one of the Rosicrucian books, a
“Friar” of that organization says:

“T would quickly and easily point out how you can master
many of the obstacles that now stand between you and the suc-
cess you wish to attain. I would show you how there is a
mysterious power and unlimited creative forces in your own
being that will enable you to rise to heights unsuspected

by you.” ) _ )
In an advertisement of another of their books the

thought is set forth that this mysterious power is
comprehended in “the story of man’s awakening to the
God within himself.” The Rosicrucian claim that
Jesus was the outstanding exponent of the “mystery
teaching” in His day, Lut 1n order to prove their point
they find it necessary to make additional claim that
Jesus established a secret school of 120 men and wo-
men -to whom he revealed these mystic teachings.
Concerning this school, the later developments along
the same line, the Rosicrucian Digest says:

“In this school the great ‘mysteries’ of the Christian dos-
trines were taught. . . The disciples and missionaries who
went out into the world after Jesus had closed His great work
were careful to preserve the secrecy of these mysteries and to
reveal them only to certain groups in different sections where
true churches were established and authorized. The first united
seer{ of Christian authority known later as the great Roman
Church followed out the ancient system established hy Jesus
and had an outer circle of worshippers and an inner circle
of worshippers and students of the secret mysteries. . .

“In recent years many high and learned theologians repre-
senting the various Protestant denominations have stated in
their annual conclaves of Christian leaders that the success
of the Christian church today will depend upon how rapidly
and how completely it reverts to the ancient system and takes
out of its musty archives and moldy crypts the hidden, con-
cealed, and very important mystery teachings that should have
been revealed through all of the past centuries.”

And then, in the same article, the claim is made
that the Rosicrucian Order is a direct descendant of
that Jewish sect known as the Essenes. Concerning
the Essenes, the International Bible Dictionary has
this to say:

“The derivation of the name is obscure. It probably means
pnous or saintly. As a sect the Essenes were distinguished by
an aspiration after ideal purity rather than by any special
code of doctrine. There were isolated communities of Essenes
which were régulated by strict rules, analogous. to those of
the monastic institutions of a later date. . .Purity and divine
communion were the objects of their aspiration.”

It is indeed interesting to note how this “ancient
philosophy of the East” is fldoding the world in so
‘many different guises. But while it may appear under
different banners, it has certain earmarks by which it
can be identified, and happy is the Christian if he is
able to recognize it and arm himself—with the whole
armour of God, the truth—against it. One of those
earmarks is that of discounting the importance of doc-
trine. Another is that of the glorious “experience”
that awaits those who are innitiated into the mysteries.
Another is the allurment of the supposed possibility
of tapping in on a hidden inward power which will
enable us to accomplish things that are otherwise im-
possible: These and other fundamentals of ‘“Experi-
mental Religion” are unscriptural apd unchristian,
The claim that Jesus was one of its chief exponents
does not make it so.
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REMAINS MISSING

(The Antiquity of Man—~Part II)

ERETOFORE we have considered the argu-

ments which have been advanced in behalf of
the remote antiquity of the human, thigh bone
which forms a part of the so-called ‘‘Java ape-
man’’ collection of specimens. We have seen, ac-
cording to the admissions of mo less an authority
on evolution than Prof. R. 8. Lull, that a remote
antiquity for this human bone cannot positively
be assigned merely upon the degree of its fossil-
ization; nor can such a conclusion be deduced
from the mere faet that it was found in association
with fossils of extinet animals, nor from the ap-
parent “tertiary” age of the stratum in which it
was buried.

This thigh bone, however, had a protuberant
growth on it at one point, and was, to this small
extemt, different from a normal modern -human
femur. This deviation has been pointed to by Dr.
Dubois and others as evidence that it did not be-
long to a modern truet man, but to a primitive an-
thropoid creature that had not yet advanced to
the ‘‘true man” stage of evolution. Prof. Lull also
suggests that such anatomical deviations from mod-
ern types may be evidence of remote antiquity; but
he admits that it is by no means an infallible test,
for it may be due to disease. In the case of the
Java specimem, it may have resulted from syphilis.

Indeed, some authorities are disposed to aseribe
all such structural departures, to pathological ab-
normaleies—ecretinism or acromegaly, for example.
Cretinism is due to insufficient development of the
thyroid gland; and may result from lack of iodine
in the atmosphere—as in Alpine distriets, where
cretinism is very prevalent today. Acromegaly is
due to an impairment of the pituitary gland, which
leads to an overgrowth of bone and other abnorm-
alities. It is possible that the population of whole
districts may be affevted similarly, because of pe-
culiar external condit ons which commonly sur-
round them; and it is conceivable that under such
conditions, which may have existed for a long time
in certain regions during the past, such afflictions
may have become hereditary for successive gemer-
ations, resulting in an apparent ‘‘race’’ of mons-
trosities.

Neanderthal Man

According to some authorities, the ‘‘Neander-
thal” group of skeletons represents just such a
type of acromegalous monsters. When the first
Neanderthal skeleton was found in Europe some
years ago, leading anatomists agreed that it was
mera'y an individual monstrosity caused by dis-

ease. But later several similar skeletal remains
were found in southern Europe and also in North
Afriea, thus showing that an aetual “race” or fam-
ily of such monsters once existed in these regions.
A study of these remains also eonvinced anatom-
ists that the Neanderthal men must have been brut-
ish savages. They were stooped, with head thrust
forward, and knees bent, thus causing them to
walk with a shuffling gait; and their eyes peered
out from under unusually prominent orbital rings.

There is nothing about these Neanderthal skele-
tons, however, to show kinship with the ape; they
are entirely human, although there are no men like
them on earth at the presemt day. Even evolutfion-
ists admit that the Neanderthaler could not have
descended from the so-ealled Java ape-man, pithe-
canthropus; because the thigh bone of the latter
group calls for a creature that walked erect like
man of today, while the Neanderthal man was
stooped. Nor could pithecanthropus have deseended
fiom the Neanderthals, for the latter lived in
much more recent times, Furthermore, the eranial
index of the Neandertbal men is very high, as
compared to the low index of pithecanthropus—
whose skull cap is probably that of an extinet
species of chimpanzee, as heretofore explained.

Although the Neanderthaler’s brain ecapacity
was large, vet his thinking processes must have
been peculiar; for his head was developed oceip-
itally, with the frontal portion measurably stunted.
Here, then, we have a whole family of veritable
monsters; akin to normal men of high intellect.
but larger, and deviating therefrom in several
marked resmects. How shall we account for them?
It seems fully as reasonable, and much more simple,
to say that they came about as a result of some
glandular disease like aecromegaly—working
through several successive generations under ecli-
matie, dietetic, or other physical conditions con-
ducive thereto—as it would be to insist that we
have here an example of one of evolution’s blind,
bungling experiments toward creating a true hu-
man being, '

The Piltdown ‘‘Dawn” Man

-In the preceding installment we referred to Dr.
Henry Fairfield Osborne’s open repudiation of his
earlier faith in pithecanthropus as a “missing link”;
but this does mot imply his conversion away from
the evolution viewpoint. On the econtrary, he is
still looking for man’s primitive ancestor. [n faect,
he seems to believe that the “missing link” is al-
ready pretty well identifiable in the Piltdown frag-
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ments found by Dawson, in England, a few years
ago; and which he refers to as the ‘‘Dawn Man,”’
or Eoanthropus Dawsonii.

His careful reegxamination of these dubious relies
—so dubious that they were readily rejected -as
evolutionary evidence by other competent seien-
sists—now convinece Dr Osborne that earliest man
emerged upon this planet some million and a quart-
er vears ago! This more than doubles even the
hastily assumed antiquity of the “Java.ape-man.”
But Curator Gerritt S. Miller, of the Smithsonian
Institution, an ejually eminent authority, places
the Piltdown eoanthropus in the same category as
the Java pithecanthropus—pronouncing both of
these groups to be mere collections of bone frag-
ments ‘‘too incomplete and uncertain” to warrant
any definite conclusions as to their significance.

There seems to be a strange and inexplicable
fascination in this hunting game of the scientists
for the elusive ‘‘missing link’’—a search which
has taken them with unabated ardor out into the
hidden fastnesses of the Gobi Desert, up into the
Alpine heights, down across the yawning Sahara,
and into the African wilds beyond; as well as into
many other lands in both hemdspheres—at great
expense of time, effort and money, notwithstand-
ing the meagerness of returns and the frequency
of disappointments, as one after another of their
prematurely heralded ‘‘missing links” has turned
out to be but another embarrassing mistake.

North American Discoveries

Still the hunt for the ‘‘missing link” goes on.
It has turned now to the North American Field,
which already has been quite thoroughly combed
—yet not one single bona fide specimen has been
found to date. True, time and again ‘‘important
finds’’ have been announced; and these have been
played up in spectacular fashion in the newspapers
and magazines as “positive proof” of man’s remots
antiquity upon this continent—but each and every
one of thewe ‘finds” has been discredited after closey
scrutiny of the evidence by the experts.

Among these widely heralded American discov-
eries was the ‘‘Calaberas skull” of California; the
““fossil man’’ of Vero, Fla.; the Natchez pelvic
bone; the Trenton ecrania; the Lansing (Kans.)
skeleton; the Nebraska ‘‘loess man”; the south-
west Colorado man; the New Mexico man, ete.
Quite recently, near Secott’s Bluff, Nebraska, prim-
itive tools were found, which had been fashioned
from the bones of extinet elephants and bison anti-
quus. And these tools were aceepted by manv edu-
cators as proof that man inhabited this loeality at

least half a million years ago.

But what positive proof do we have that these
faunal species of animals became extinet in North
Ameriea a* such an early date? None! Unmistak-
able Indian portrature of mastodons (now extinet)
have been found, and some ethnologists also claim
that the historic Indian ‘‘thunder bird” mvth is
a vague tradition from the days when mammoths
roamed the wilds of some sections of this contineat
and werx hun‘ed by the Indians. Quite receatly
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Dr. W. B. Scott, professor of geology and palaeon-
tology at Princeton University, made the discovery
of a complete mastodon skeleton, near Quito, Ecua-
dor.” This skeleton, bore marks of having been
killed, and no indieations of great age; and Dr.
Scott said that he is convinced that the animal had
beem killed in typical Indian fashion at a date mot
exceeding five centuries ago! He deduces there-
from that the now extinet mastodon must have
been contemporary with, hiktoric aborigines, in
some sections, almost down to the time of the dis-
covery of Amerlca by Kuropeans.

No Prehistoric Americans

The concensus of opinion among well informed
archeologists is that the American Indian has not
inhabited this eontinent but a few thousand years
at the most, and that there is mo bona fide evidence
of any prehistorie predecessors of them on this
hemisphere; but that they are related to the Ma-
lays who must have migrated from Asia, either by
way of the Behring Strait or over the Aleutian
chain of Islands, which may have formed an unin-
terrupted land brfidge between Asia and North
America within. historie times. Certainly every
effort to assign to them or to their ancestors an
extreme age, has failed of proof.

The evidence for the remote antiquity of the
“Qouthwest Colorado Man” consisted merely of
tooth marks on extinet flora which appeared to
correppond with human teeth. But no less an au-
thority than Dr. Alex Hrdlicka, head of the U. S.
National Museum, has identified thase so-called
““human’’ tooth marks with those of a small ex-
cinet species of Eocene horse. Dr. Hrdlicka has
also prepared a special bulletin (No, 66) on ‘‘Re-
ecent Discoveries Attributed to Early Man in Amer-
ica,” in which he discusses these various mistaken
‘“finds’” aforementioned.

Prof. R. 8. Lull also sums up the situation in
similar fashion. After mentioning that numerous
human bones and artifacts have been found in
North America in association with ‘“Pleistocene”
mastodon and bison antiguus, and which also agree
with the said extinet animal bongs in their degree
of fossilization, he then nevertheless admits that
‘“‘the anatomical tast does rot eorroborate the other
criteria in point of antiquity, for each specimen
presents features in no way different from those
of existing North American Indians.” In short,
the factual tests applied by true science, serve to
refute the wild theories of evolutionary geologists
and palaeontologists, both as to the antiquity of
these extinet mammal species and as to the age of
the strata which contain them. These bones are
those of modern Indians; and not even the evolu-
tionists believe that Indians have dwelt here for
500,000 years—the age hastily ascribed to some of
these North American “finds.”’

Other Hasty Conjectures

Nevertheless the search for proof of human an-
tiquity continues to be pushed with indefatigable
zeal. Only last autumn Edgar V. Howard, a Phil-
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adelphia archeologist, reported a ‘‘find” in New
Mexico, of a skillfully chippesl spearhead and the
remains of a camp fire, in association with the
bones of elephants and camels; whereupon he con-
jectured that the man who made the spearhead
and the campfire must have lived there at least
fifteen or twenty thousand years ago. But if, as
asserted by Prof. Seott above mentioned, even the
now extinet mastodon lived on this continent as
Jate as five or six centuries ago, it should not be
surprising if we occasionally should find modern
Indian spwarheads and arrowheads, and the ashes
of campfires, in the same strata which contain the
bones of elephants and camels. A few of these
may have roamed the western plains of North
America until not so long before the coming of the
white man to this new world.

But to each successive ‘‘find” a remote antiquity
is invariably assigned—otherwise it would mnot
make exciting ‘“copy” for the Sunday supple-
ments, nor lend any support to the Darwinian hy-
pothesis. Each specimen is acclaimed by the dis-
coverer as a new species of homo, and he is given
a geological Latin mame to correspond. For ex-
ample, we have the Peking man, callad Sinan-
thropus Pekinensis; the Mt. Carmel men, Palean-
thropus Palestinus; also the Oldoway man, of the
Lake Vietoria region. Than there is the Lloyd’s
skull, dug up in London and endorsed by no less
an authority than Prof. G. Elliot Smith, Only the
back part of this skull was found, and there was
ne wav o7 de*rrmining whether the forehead may
have been high or low, or what the brain capacity
might have been. Nevertheless Prof. Peake, of
Oxford, feels sure that “it must have been a creat-
ure of low intelligence.”’

It seems that every shred of hypothetical evi-
dence is eagerly weleomed, if it serves to suggest-
ively uphold the theory of human evolution and
appears to cast discredit upon the Bible story of
Adam’s creation and fall. Yet the entire Darwin-
ian theory of man’s remota origin and slow prog-
ress, from primitive savagery on up to civilization,
rests upon the flimsiest of foundations. All the
actual evidemce is directly to the contrary. We find
at the very dawn of recorded history, in the thickly
populated regions, not a primitive development but
as high a plane of civilization as was ever reached
in later times, until the modern era of printing
and other mechanical inventioms for increasing
knowledge supervened. Furthermore, the arche-
ological evidence shows that the average brain
capacity of ancient historical men was fully on a
par with our own of today—while all evidence of
“‘prehistorie’’ men is admittedly incomplete, and
rests upon misconception and conjecture.

‘Errors in Computing Sedimentation

The antiquity of .most. of the “finds’’ is simply
assumed from their depth below the surface; and
the age of their level is estimated by a wholly arbi-
trary geoloeie scale, based . upon the present rate of
terrigenous deposits in certain loealities. And be-
cause under ordinary.modern conditions sedimen-
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tation takes place slowly, the prehistorians assume
that this rate has been uniform throughout terres-

- trial history. They seem to quite disregard the

fact that under flood or catastrophic conditions
the rate of deposit is vastly aecelerated. Thus in
the Somme Valley, where it is now known that
the forests disappeared only a few centuries ago,
and where peat now grows at the slow rate of less
than two inches a cemtury, the investigators at
first insisted that the fossil flora and fauna at the
bottom of these peat beds must be many thousands
of years old, since they now are nearly 30 feet be-
low the surface. .

These enthusiasts overlooked the now well known
faet that under dense forest and swamp conditions
(as once prevailed in the Somme Valley) peat
grows so rapidly that within a century it may add
two or three feet, not inches, to its depth.. This
was proven when eventually there was found, near
the bottom of these same Somme peat beds, relics
of Roman pottery, Roman bricks, iron tools, and
a boat, which showed that as late as the early
Cllliristian era these beds were actually navigable
lakes.

The same error in caleulation was made by the
prehistorians in Bngland, Scotland, Ireland and
Denmark, where the age of the peat bogs was er-
roneously estimated on the basis of their present
growth of an inch or two a century. Yet deep down
in these beds have been found Roman roads; and
in Ireland, at a depth of 20 feet, was found a rel-
atively modern pair of well made double-soled
shoes and a crock of butter! They are admittedly
only a few centuries old; but according to the
scale of estimates adopted by Sir Charles Lyell,
father of “orthodox’ uniformitarian geology. these
relics should be at least 16,000 years old! Thus it
is seen that the more critically one enquires into
the actual evidence oni which the prehistorians
have based their exaggerated estimates of human
antiquity, the less convineing it is found to be.

(To be Continued)
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“HISTORICAL CANONS CRITICISED”

ERUSAL of current numbers

of THE DAWN’S interest-
ing serial on “The Mystery Land
of the Pharaohs’ has impelled me
to write this article, partly to ex-
press appreciation of what is unde-
niably a sincere effort to place be-
fore the minds of your readers,
faithfully and without bias, certain
considerations from the annals of
secular history which are of inter-
est to the Bible student.

It also is my desire, at the same
time, to offer a few friendly criti-
cisms thereon, and to present for
the consideration of Dawn readers
certain additional facts which, it is
hoped, may have a tendency to re-
establish faith in the Bible chronol-
ogy as presented in Scripture Stud-
tes, which, we are sure, a large
number of your readers believe to
be correct; and upon whose cor-
tectness, it must be admitted, de-
pends a considerable and important
part of that which we recognize as
“Harvest Truth.”

First, let me reiterate what has
been said many times in the same
connection—that any change in the
Bible chronology, either by 19
years, or by any number of years
whatever, must obliterate the time
parallels or “doubles,” which have
for many years been a source of
comfort and joy tb spiritually
minded saints; and which were evi-
«ently arranged by divine Provi-
dence so that those having faith
in God and in the integrity of His
‘Word might know of a surety
which is the true chronology, and
that they might be given the added
assurance, in the “evil day,” of
knowing that God has a precise
and orderly Plan, which is surely
and grandly moving forward to
completion.

Any presentations, therefore,
which tend to lead to the conclu-
sion that this chronology must be
abandoned, will, whether we wish
it so or not, prove to be weaken-
ing to faith, in an hour when it
seems clear that genuine faith in
God and in His Word and Plan,
are at a premium. The matter is,

 therefore, a serious one.

Let us therefore present, first,
a few points from Scripture, tend-
ing to show clearly and unmistak-

The accompanying article, which
will be concluded in our next issue,
is a contribution from one of our
readers; and is intended as a friendly
but frank criticism of the historical
data presented in our serial on “The
Mystery Land of the Pharaohs” now
running in this magazine. Not wish-
ing to devote too much space in any
one issue of THE DAWN to this
subject, important though it may be,
we are withholding the concluding
artioles of the series until both sec-
tions of this contributed article have
been' published. The next installment
of the Mystery Land series will be
in the nature of a summary of the
chronological data and harmonies
already presented. You will be more
than ever interested in reading them
after reading these friendly criticisms
of the preceding articles.

THE DAWN is a journal that is
devoted to the cause of truth. It is
not given to vain controversy or base-
less speculation on any subject. It
believes, however, that this discussion,
though technical, is of interest and
profit to our readers; and therefore
is pleased to present both sides of the
issue and let each one decide as to
the merit of the respective view-
points.

ably what is the Bible teaching on
the subject of the 70 years of des-
olation and sabbath keeping of the
land; and then follow with some
facts and figures suggestive of the
possible causes for the discrepancy
of 18 or 19 years between portions
of secular and sacred chronology;
after which I hope to be able to
show, quite conclusively, that the
latter chronology, which has been
proven to be correct in so many
ways that appeal to the consecrated
mind and heart, can also be astro-
nomically verified, and is worthy
of the utmost confidence.

Captivity and Desolation

The proof texts to which I wish
to invite attention will show, first,
the conditions under which, accord-
ing to the Law, the land might
keep _sabbath in the event of Is-
rael’s failure to properly observe
this feature of the Law; and, sec-
ond, certain texts will be quoted
which show that those divinely pre-

scribed conditions were in fact ful--

filled upon Israel and the land, and
for how long. These texts are:

(1) “And I will scatter you among
the heathen, and wil draw out
a sword after you: and your
land shall be desolate, and
your cities waste. Then shall
the land enjoy her sabbaths,
as long as it lieth desolate, and
ye be in your enemies’ land;
even then shall the land rest,
and enjoy her sabbaths. As
long as it lieth desolate it shall
rest; because it did not rest
in your sabbaths, when ye
dwelt upon it.”—Lev. 26:33-
35. »

(2) “And this whole land shall
be a desolation, and an aston-
ishment; and these nations
shall serve the king of Baby-
lon seventy years.’—Jer.25:11

(3) “And them that had escaped
from the sword carried he
away to Babylon; where they
were servants to him and his
sons until the reign of 'tl_le
kingdom of Persia: to fulfill
the word of the Lord by the
mouth of Jeremiah, until the
land had enjoyed her sabbaths:
for as long as she lay deso-
late she kept sabbath, to fulfill
threescore and ten years.”—
2 Chron. 36:20, 21.

The first text shows that Israel's
neglect of the sabbath feature ot
the Law would result in an en-
forced period. of sabbath-keeping,.
the length of which is not given.
The conditions under which' the
land would keep sabbath as here
foretold are, frst, that the land
should be desolate and their cities
waste; and, second, that Israel
should be removed into their ene-
mies’ land. The language here is
very definite, and there would seem
to be no reasonable doubt or ques-
tion as to its meaning.

In the second text it is to be
noted that the foregoing two con-
ditions are covered by Jeremiah’s
prediction, viz., desolation of the
land, and - servitude or captivity in
Babylon—their enemies’ land;
while the ‘additional information is
here given that this servitude must
continue for 70 years. o
~ In the third text it is indicated
that the predicted sabbath-keeping
of the land, and Jeremiah’s period
of servitude and desolation are the
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same. The identity of the two is
here established beyond question,
for all who have faith in the testi-
mony of the inspired Word of God.

Theories Refuted

The foregoing texts of Scripture
seem definitely to refute three the-
ories which have been put forth
respecting Israel’s servitude, and
the desolation and sabbath-keeping
of the land, as follows:

First, the theory that the period
.of captivity in Babylon and the
period of sabbath-keeping are dif-
ferent periods. This cannot be cor-
rect, for, according to the third of
the above proof-texts they are iden-
tical. Jeremiah, it will be remem-
bered, had predicted a desolation
and a servitude of 70 years, but
had not mentioned sabbath-keep-
ing. Moses had predicted that Is-
rael would not let the land rest in
their sabbaths when they dwelt up-
on it (Lev. 26:35), and that the
enforced sabbath-keeping and deso-
fation would ensue. And the pass-
age in 2 Chron. 36:20, 21, informs
us that Jeremiah’s predicted 70
year period was divinely provided
in order that the land might rest
and enjoy her sabbaths; for they
“were servamts (in servitude or
bondage, as predicted by Jere
miah) to him . . . until the land
had enjoyed her sabbaths.”

Second, these texts prove the
theory erroneous, which holds that
the land could be enjoying her sab-
baths while the people dwelt upon
it. Such a possibility is excluded
by Moses in the text quoted: for,
“then shall the land enjoy her sab-
baths, as long as it lieth desolate,
and ve be in your enemies’ land’’

Third, these scriptures seem to
dispose of the theory which sug-
gests that, since 19 jubilees had, in
some fashion, heen observed by Is-
rael in the land. only 51 such jubi-
lees of the total of 70 remained to
be kert: and that the expression,
“to fulfill threescore and ten
years,” may signify the fulfilling
of only the remaining 51 jubilees
not yet observed (70-19 equal 51).

Moses, however, in his office of
Prophet, had shown that Israel
wot'd not permit the land to rest
ir their sabbathe. sc long as they
dwelt upon it. The inference is
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therefore clear that the enforced
period of sabbath-keeping must in-
clude the entire predestined num-
ber of 70 years. Furthermore, Jer-
emiah had not mentioned any 51
year period of wesolation; his
words clearly justify the inference
that the period of desolation would
be 70 years; and no Bible student
would ever have thought of a 51
year period of desolation, except
out of deference to Ptolemy’s Ca-
non, which allows for only about
that number of vyears from the
overthrow of the kingdom of Ju-
dah, to the decree of Cyrus (536
B. C.) which permitted the return
of the Jews to their land.

In Part VI of the serial refer-
red to, and under the subhead
Ptolemy’s Canon Authentic,” it is
stated that, “This Canon was com-
piled by learned Greek and Egypt-
ian historians in the third century
B. C., at Alexandria, Egypt, under
Ptolemy IIL.” We further read,
“Imasmuch as Ptolemy’s Canon
was compiled not so long after
the events which it mentions, and
since its compilers had at their dis-
posal the collection of historic rec-
ords of that great library at Alex-
andria, therefore the dates which
it gives should be quite accurate.”

Possibly we do not quite get the
thought here intended, but I deem

‘it appropriate at this juncture to

point out that the Ptolemaic Canon
was not tabulated in the third cen-
tury B. C.. but is a work of one.
Claudius Ptolemmeus, an. eminent
Egyptian astronomer and geome-
trician. who lived in the second
century A. D., about nine centuries
after the time of the events which
comprise the beginning of his ca-
non. Ptolemy, therefore, in his ef-
forts to fix the dates of his kings,
especially those of the earlier por-
tion of the canon, could only search
the records of a distant past, even
as historians do today.

Yet the notion prevails that the
Ptolemaic Canon is accurate be-
cause ‘“astronomically verified”;
and historians of today, in lieu of
more reliable secular sources, and
unwilling to accept the chronology
of the Bible, have generally accept-
ed Ptolemy’s conclusions as cor-
rect.

Testimony of the Eclipses

In reference to the method of
date-fixing by means of eclipses of
the sun or moon, it may be stated
that such a method is of great val-
ue when the exact time, place of
observation and degree of obscura-
tion are known, but in the absence
of these data absolutely nothing
conclusive can be proven by this
method.

The question may therefore ap-
propriately be asked, were the an-
cients given to precision and ae~
curacy in the observation and re-
cording of celestial phenomena?
For answer let us note the follow-
ing words from a work on “Total
Eclipses of the Sun,” by Mabel
Loomis Todd, page 89 and 90.

“Accuracy in minutae, like not-
ing the beginning and end, precise
date and duration, and locality of
observation, seems to be a modern
attribute. If these early peoples
recorded any mnatural phenomenon
within several years of the actual
timie, one must be well wcontent.
Can anything different be said of
the ancient battles? In Persian or
Asiatic history prior to the fifth
century, a divergence of 25 years
is considered of trivial conse-
quence. Even in the case of eclip-
ses mere differences of two or
three years do not seem in the least
to disturb the old chroniclers.”

Agein, in “The Americana,” in
the article under the caption
“Eclipse,” we read: “The records
of the supposed eclipses of the an-
cient historians are usuelly very
uncertain as to p'ace, time and
character of occurence, and hence
have proved of questionable value
to the astronomer. The precise cir-
cumstances of an eclipse occuring
centirries ago. can readily be com-
puted from the modern tables, but
the comparison with the vague his-
torical references has apparently
contributed hut little to science.”

As might be expected, we find
that while historians are generally
disposed to give credence to the
“historical” eclipses, and to base
their conclusions upon them, we
also find, as indicated in the above
quotations, that astronomers, in
whose science accuracy is of para-
mount importance, are unwilling to
take seriously the astronomical ob-
servations which have come down



to us from ancient times, even
though such observations, if reli-
able, would be of great value to
the astronomer.

The following words from the
pen of Professor D. D. Lucken-
bill, of Chicago University, one of
the world’s greatest authorities on
Assyriology, are full of meaning:

“Omne soon discovers that the ac-
curate portrayal of events as they
took place, year by year during the
king’s reign, was not the guiding
motive of the royal scribes. At
times the different campaigns seem
to have been shifted about with-
out any apparent raeson, but more
often it is clear that royal vanity
demanded playing fast and loose
with historical accuracy.” (Ancient
Records of Assyria and Babylonia,
Vol. 1, page 7.)

How clear it is that the annals
of ancient secular history are un-
worthy of much confidence, and
that where they are shown to be
in conflict with the inspired record
of God’s Word, they must be set
aside by the Bible student as un-
worthy of much or serious consid-
gration.{ This is not dogmatism or
prejudice; it is the course of sanity
and reason in view of the admitted
facts, and of the convincing and
conclusive nature of the evidences
by which the Biblical chronology
is  established and confirmed.

Ptolemy’s Canon -

Yet, for the sake of those who
are “weak” along this line, or who
still are of the opinion that the
“astronomically verified” dates of
secular history should not be dis-
regarded, let us inquire into the
nature of the evidence by which
these canons are dated. Let us first
consider briefly the Canon of Ptol-
emy, who lived in Alexandria,
Egypt, about the middld of the
second century of the Christian
Era. In his treatise on Astronomy,
known as “The Almagest,” Ptole-
my gives a list or ‘“‘canon” of the
kings of ancient Babylonia, Persia
and Greece, from the eighth to the
fourth centuries B. C., giving the
lengths of the reigns of the kings
of that period as deduced or esti-
mated from the ancient records
available to him, including the rec-
ords, or legends, concerning some
eclipses, by .which some of his
dates are established.
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The. first of these eclipses is as-
signed the date 721 B. C, and by
this eclipse it -is evident that the
chronclogy of the first part of his
canon is determined. Hipparchus,
an astronomer of the second cen-
tury B. C., is said to have referred
to this eclipse, and it is evident that
Ptolemy made use of the records
of Hipparchus. Modern calcula-
tions show that a total eclipse of
the moon did occur on March 21st,
721 B. C., and that it was visible
at Babylon, supposing that weath-
er conditions were such that the
eclipse could be observed. :

Now, there is no difficulty in
determining from the Modern ta-
bles, the exact time and character-
istics of the eclipse of centuries
ago; but there is a very grave dif-
ficulty in the matter of identifying
the calculated eclipses with the va-

gue and uncertain records of the .

past. . s
As shown above, where there is

accuracy of detail in observation,
the identification is easy, and the
dates of such eclipses of history as
are accurately recorded, can be fix-
ed with certainty. But in the ab-
sence of these details, nothing
whatever can be proved, for eclip-
ses occur every year, and all of
them are visible over large areas of
the earth's surface. No less than
two eclipses can occur in any cal-
endar year, and the number may be
as high as seven.

Did Ptolemy. then, have suffi-
cient data at hand to positively
identify his legendary eclipse with
the calculated eclipse of B. C. 721?
The answer can only be that it is
hardly possible that he could have
possessed any precise, accurate and
trustworthy records on this or any
of the eclipses used in the early
part of his canon; and the Scrip-
tural evidence is clear to the effect
that Ptolemy is in error here by
ahout 19 years; and it is, at least,
interesting to note that if we look
back to the year 740 B. C., exactly
19 vears prior to the date fixed up-
on bv Ptolemy we find that anoth-
er eclipse of the moon occured on
the same night of the same Baby-
fonian (lunar) month, ie., about
Nistan 15th, B. C. 740.

For the information of the read-
er it may be stated, further, that
according to the tables of Oppol-

9
zer, in his “Canon of Eclipses,”
the lunar eclipse of March 74¢ B.
C. was a partial eclipse, but was
nevertheless a very near approach
to totality, (11 digits) and occured
in the early morning hour after
midnight, Babyion time. If Ptol-
emy, in preparing his canon, had
decided upon the date 740 B. C. as
the time of his first eclipse, there
would have been substantial agree-
ment between his dates and those
indicated in the Bible chronology.
He no doubt did the best he could
with the data available.

But, it may be added, did not
Ptolemy furnish us with the date
of the decree of Cyrus in 536 B. C.
with which the Bible is in agree-
ment, and about which there is no
dispute?  Yes, the fact that a por-
tion of Ptolemy’s Canon is in error
does not necessarily signify that it
is all in error. The evidence is,
that Ptolemy had accurate infor-
mation from various sources, which
enabled him to correctly fix this
date, and the eclipse data covering
this period also seem to be definite ;
and the eye of faith will have no
difficulty in seeing here the hand
of the Lord, for when divine Prov-
idence points us to secular history
for needed informhtion, we may
rest assured that the necessary
records to secure such information
will be adequately safeguarded.
Assyrian Eponym Canon
- It is necessary that T refer to
the Assyrian Eponym Canon
which, it is alleged, verifies the ca-
non of Ptolemy. Assyria, let us
note, was the land of Assur (Gen.
10:11), of which Ninevah was one
of the principal cities. Through a
period of several centuries the As-
syrians had a custom of naming
each year after some prominent of-
ficial in the realm, and the lists of
the names of those officials are
known as the Eponym Canon, and
such lists furnish the ground-work
of Assyrian chronology.

In this connection I must men-
tion the claimed agreement of these
two canons in reference to the lun-
ar eclipse of 721 B. C., noted
above. We quote from the article,
“The Mystery Land of the Phar-
aohs”, Part VI, “The same canon
(Eponym) shows that another

(Continued on page! 28)
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CHRIST IN YOU — THE HOPE OF GLORY

“To whom God wowld make known whai is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gen-
SR tiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”—Col. 1:27.

s [ 1OSE 6f- us who are privileged to be living
down here at the end of the age, when the fuller
light of truth is shining upon the divine Word—that

glorious light of the divine plan—can truly -exclaim -

with the poet, . _
“Happy Zion: What a favored lot is thine!”

. Indeed, the ‘Christian today who can view the sacred
Word from the vantage point of revealed truth— the
truth of the gospel—has many things for which he
can be thankful, and not the least of these is that he
has learned to “rightly dividei the Word of truth.” By
this proper method of Bible study it becomes more
and more apparent that a correct understanding of
any passage of Scripture depends upon at least two
important factors. (1) Any given text must be under-
stood in harmony with its context, and (2) It must
be interpreted in harmony with the general purpose
or plan of God as it is centered in the gospel of Christ
—the Messiah gospel. To ‘ignore either of these im-
portant factors in our study of the Bible is to expose
ourselves to almost any sort of whim or notion that
we might formulate in our own minds, or which might
be suggested to us by others—“blown about by every
wind of doctrine.” '

* A good example of the importance of this proper
"method of Bible study is found in what is perhaps
the best known and most frequently quoted passage
in the Word: “For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on Him might not perish but have everlasting life.”
(John 3:16) This beautiful text, simple though it is,
would mean practically nothing to us, were it all we
had of divine revelation. It would leave us with the
_questions; Who is God? Who is His Son? How did
He give His Son? What constitutes belief in that Son?
What does it mean to perish? What does it mean to
have everlasting life? It can readily be seen there-
fore, that the real beauty and depth of meaning con-
tained in this passage is there because of its setting
in the divine plan, and ‘because of the many other won-
derful promises and explanations of the divine Word
which throw light upon it. .

And if we could not understand what is perhaps the
simplest text of the Bible apart from our knowledge of
the truth in general, how could we expect to properly
understand more difficult passages if we ignore the
key with which our loving Heavenly Father has so

graciously favored us in these closing days of the gos-

pel age? And the text chosen for the major. portion
of this discussion is no exception to this rule. In fact
many sincere and pious person have built theories on

- this- very passage which will not stand the test when

the light of the gospel is thrown upon them. It might,
however, be more proper to say that this text, like

~many ‘others in the Bible, have been used to prove

erroneous theories which already had been formulated
in the minds of well-meaning, but misguided religi-
ous enthusiasts.

Applying the Divine Measuring Rod

The expression, “Christ in you,” could be made the
basis of all sorts of speculative theories should we
desire to interpret it apart from the general purpose
of God as revealed in the Word. But if we are to

- be honest students of the Bible we will not be per-

mitted to indulge in guess work, or speculation. If,
in the case of this text, as with others, God has not
been His own interpreter—through His Word—then
we may as well admit that we have no idea at all what
it means, because it is manifest that it could not poss-
ibly mean exactly what it says; for Christ could not
literally be inside of every Christian. No, we could
not even depend upon some wonderful experience to
instruct us in its meaning because this would place
the understanding of God’s" Word upon the basis of
“feeling;” which is indeed a very illusive and unreli-
able method of instruction.

Some, by depending upon this method of interpre-
tation, have been convinced that Christ was in them
because supposedly, they have been healed of their
physical ailments. Others have been equally convinced
that Christ was in them because of the “inner voice’”
of His spirit (what they supposed to be the third

 person in the trinity) speaking wonderful things to

them, Still others, by the same method of interpreta-
tion, have supposed that in some mysterious way,
through contemplation of the deity their souls have
been united with God. In other words, if we are to
be guided by our own wisdom, or feelings, in the in-
terpretation of this, or any other passage of the Bible,
we can have no assurance at all that we have arrived
at the right conclusion, while another, equally sincere,
will decide upon an entirely different interpretation.
And this, by the way, is one reason why there are so
many conflicting opinions and doctrines throughout
Christendom. Men, yea, sincere men—and women too
—have been too willing to use the Bible to prove their
own theories, rather than to permit God, through His
Word, to make known to them His own glorious pur-
pose in the gospel of the Messiah. ‘

The gospel of Christ, with the ransom as the foun-
dation, is the divine measuring rod by which all opin-
ions must be judged; and the statement, “Christ in
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you the hope of glory,” is no exception. The fact that
in this text the word “Christ,” or “Messiah,” is used
indicates that it is expressive of some very important
feature of the gospel. In the same text (Col. 1:27)
this same glorious truth is referred to as the “mys-
tery among the Gentiles.” What is this “mystery?”
Does the Lord leave us to our own imagination as
to what it might be? No! Ihdeed He does not! By
turning to Ephesians 3:3-6 we find beyond any ques-
tion of a doubt exactly what constitutes this great
mystery. 'We quote: : '

. “How that by revelation He made known unto me
the mystery (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby,
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ); which in other ages was not
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now re-
vealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by His
spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and
of the same body, and partakers of His promise in
Christ by the gospel.” : :

Were it not the Apostle Paul who had given this
explanation of the mystery of Christ many of us would
be inclined to say that it seems far too simplel to really
be the truth. And even though we recognize thesc
as Paul's words, spoken by inspiration of God many
have a tendency to attach some hidden meaning to
them for which there is no Scriptural justification.

Why a Mystery?

But some may argue, Why call so simple a matter
as that a mystery? Surely it is easy to understand
that the Gentiles, since Pentecost, can, through faith,
enter into the gospel privileges. Yes, it is easy for us
to understand it, because to us it is no longér a mys-
tery. It is only in its past aspects that it is referred
to as a mystery. 'Of the present, Paul says, “but now
is made manifest to His saints.” Surely that which
is made manifest is no longer a mystery, but becomes,
instead, the “simplicity of the gospel.”

A moment’s reflection will reveal just why this sim-
ple fact was so difficult for the early church to grasp.
From the viery beginning of God’s dealings with Abra-
ham, his natural seed, the promises were restricted
to that one nation. All the prophets had been Jews,

and the promises had all been given to and through -

" that one nation. “You only have I known of all the
families of the earth,” was the prophetic declaration
concerning God’s attitude toward-the Jews as well as
toward other nations. Even the apostles were so
schooled in the thought that the natural seed of Abra-
ham were the only one who could have special bless-
ings from the Lord that it was difficult indeed for
some of them to grasp the fact that w change had
come. God gave Peter a special vision in order to open
his eyes to this great mystery.

The Chief Mystery

It is true of course, that any Gentile, by becoming
a proselyte to the Jewish faith, could come in under
the Law Covenant arrangement, and enjoy. certain
privileges with the Jews; but there was more to this

mystery than the mere thought of Gentiles obtaining

divine favor—yea, much more than that; God had
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made promise of a coming Messiah, and while the
Jews thought of those promises as being descriptive
of some great personage that should come and redeem
them from under the Roman yoke—which was right
—they did not understand the fact that in a sense their
whole nation was a Messianic nation, and would have
participated with Jesus in the dispensing of the prom-
ised blessings had they not rejected the Lord of glory.
And herein lies that which was even a greater mystery
to.the Jews of the Apostle’s day; namely, that the
Gentiles had an opportunity of becoming, not only
the recipients of divine favor, but also a very vital
part of the Messianic arrangement. '

The Jewish nation, in God’s providence, was an
“elect” nation, specially chosen of Him, and for a
special purpose. God Himself had chosen them, and
anointing was to be extended to the Gentiles, but in" -
a much more real sense than it had come upon the
typical Messianic nation under the leadership of
Moses. The real Messiah had now come, and the an-’
ointing that had come upon Him, constituting Him
the Messiah—the anointed One—wajs now doming
upon prospective members of His body, designating
them as candidates for coming glory, as joint-heirs’
with the Head. And such riches of divine favor was
being extended to Gentiles! What a mystery! )

While, as -already noted, some of the believers, prior
to Pentecost, may have had a more or less vague con-
ception of the fact that in some way the Messiah was
to have associates with Him in the Kingdom work,
yet there is no evidence that any of themy grasped the
great fact of the “Christ” body, or company, as it was.
later outlined by the Apostle Paul in the 12th chapter
of 1st Corinthians. This was a very vital part of the
mystery, yet so very simple to the initiated. We quote
concerning it from “The Divine Plan of the Ages”

page 81:
“Christ in You, The Hope of Glory”.

“This is the great mystery of God which has been
hidden from all previous ages, and is still hidden from
all except a special class—the saints, or. consecrated
believers. But what is meant by ‘Christ in you?
We have learned that Jesus was anointed with the
holy spirit (Acts 10:38), and thus we recognize Him
to be the Christ—the anointed—for the word Christ
signifies' anointed. And the Apostle John says that
the anownting which we (consecrated believers) have
received abideth ¢n us. (1 John 2:27.) Thus the saints
of the gospel age are an anointed company—anointed
to be kings and priests unto God (2 Cor. 1:21; 1 Pet.
2:9); and together with Jesus; their chief and Lotd,
they constitute Jehovalh’s Anointed—the Christ.”

The meéaning of the expression, “Christ in you,” is
further illustrated by TPaul’'s words concerning the
church being “in Christ.”  In Jesus’ prayer, shortly
before His crucifixion, He used the expression both
ways: “That they all may be one: as.Thou, Father,
art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also tmay be one
in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent
Me.  And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have'
given- them: that they may be one; even as we are -
one.” (John 17:21, 22.) The thought is that of full
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unity in, and cooperation with God, and His eternal
purpose as revealed in His Messianic program. It is
to this that every member of the Church is anointed.

And there is great glory attached to this. The
Apostle Peter tells of the fact that the prophets had
spoken of the “sufferings of Christ (the Messiah)
and the glory that should follow.” The entire church,
the body of Christ, is to share in this Messianic
glory. Paul assures us of this, as follows: “Therefore
being justified by faith we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we
have access into this grace wherein we stand, and
réjoice in the hope of the glory of God.”—Rom, 5:1-2,

The word ““glory” as. thus used in connection with
the hope of the gospel, must be understood in har-
néony with God’s standards. Jesus, as the head of
the Messiah company, was, following His resurrec-
tion, ‘exalted to the highest position “of glory in the
whole universe, even to the r1ght hand of the throne
of God. This “glorlﬁcatlon was all involved in the
Messianic promlses and it was doubtless because of
a partial appreciation of this that the two disciples,
through their mother, ask to sit, one on the left hand,
and one on the right hand of Jesus in the Kingdom.

Such a hope of glory was justified, provided the
conditions attached to the promises were fully com-
plied with. Some of the Jewish disciples prior to Pen-
tecost seemed to grasp this fact to some -extent; but
for them to suppose that such “glory” could be ex-
tended to Gentile “dogs” was entirely beyond their
comprehension. Indeed, divine wisdom has purpose-
ly kept this great ‘fact a mystery “hidden from ages
and from generations.”

Its Practical Meaning to Us

" While the mere theoretical fact of this mystery is

cotiiparatively easy for the Christian to understand,
we would not wish to think of it as a mere item of
knowledge, but would rather, on the basis of a cor-
réct theoretical understanding of ‘the passage, bring
tome to ourselves the very practical, and important
lessons contained therein, for our encotragement in
the narrow way. Much is involved in the matter of
being a part of the anointed company—the body of
Christ, and we will do well to give earnest heed to
these things with which we are so vitally concerned.
Not only should we diligently seek to know and to be
in harmony with all the conditions pf our calling, but
we should seek also to encourage others who have this
same “hope of glory” to be falthful to their consecra-
tion.

As God dealt only with the one nation during the
]ew1sh age, so during the gospel age His special favor
is hmlted to those who “are called according to His
purpose.” To such He has given the assurance that
all things shall work together for their good. PRut
note the conditions of such blanket protection on God’s
part: “Called according to His purpose.”—the Messi-
anic purpose. God has no other purpose, or plan,
than that. Those who have not been called accordmg
to that. purpose and are not cooperating with God in
“His purpose,” cannot properly claim this glenous
promise. ‘Do we really appreciate the fact that we are
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among the few here at this end of the age to whom
God has revealed His purpose? Or has this glorious
truth become a common thing to us so that we are in-
clined to consider it as of secondary importance, and
temporarily, at least, willing to lay it aside in order
to sample the food offered in the feeding grounds of
nominal Christendom?

The Apostle Paul (Eph 3:9) speaks of “the fellow-
ship of the mystery.” Surely we can enjoy this fellow-
ship if we have been inducted into the mystery class.
But how can light have fellowship Wlth darkness? A
brother—a teacher among God’s people "today—was
recently heard to remark that he could enjoy sweeter
fellowship with a certain group of nominal church
members, than he could- with the majority of those
who claimed to know thé divine plan. It is true, of -
course, that a mere head-knowledge of the divine
plan does not constitute one a real Christian, but it
seéems sad to think that anyone who once reveled in
a heart appreciation of the Messianic purpose, as it
is revealed in the gospel,.and who has been called ac-
cording to that purpose, could so far lose sight of its
importance as to enjoy fellowship with those who
not only have no knowledge whatever of God’s plan,
but who for the most part are bitterly opposed to the
truth concerning it.

We call attention to this here in order to emphasize
the fact that when God reveals His plan to us, and has
called us according thereto—anointing us as membhers
of the Messianic company—we should appreciate it
enough to continue making it the chief thing in our
Christian (Miessianic) life. - This glorious truth is
being assailed today from every angle. By an un-
scriptural use of certain passages of the Bible the
simple “gospel of Christ,” which is “the power of
God unto salvation,” is malde to appear Bs mere
“milk,” suitable only for the undeveloped. Not from.
one source, only, but from many quarters, comes this
same propaganda. But alas, the various ones whe
have “progressed” beyond the.simplicity of the gospel,
seem to all-have a particular provender of their own
upon which they are feeding, and which they suppose
to be the “strong meat” of the Word.

The Apostle Paul emphasized the importance of the.
faith once delivered unto the saints, and of himself he.
said, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith ”—the “gospel of
Christ.”” Paul warned that there would come a great
falling away from that faith, and history shows that
Paul was a true prophet. The effects of that falling
away are everywhere manifest today. And the same
great adversary who first sowed the seeds of error
by which he corrupted the simple gospel is, even until
now, continuing.to promulgate his same subtle decep-
tions. It is a noteworthy fact that practically every
one of the subtle theories that are being advanced to-
day in an effort to draw the saints away from the
simple gospel, or to make it appear of secoridary im-
portance, can be traced to some one or more branches
of nominal ‘Christendom—Babylon. And this is being
done in the name of progress, when m reahty it is.
retrogressmn
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The Hope of Glory

There are three important factors mentioned in our
text: First, “Christ in you,” Second, “The hope”, and
Third, the “glory”—the glory that shall follow. We
have already seen, that in order to be consistent with
the divine plan, and with the testimony of the many
Scriptures bearing on the point, we must interpret
the expression “Christ in you” as being descriptive
of that relationship the follower of the Master bears
toward the Messianic purpése—that he is considered
a member of the Christ company, and a partaker of
the anointing of the holy spirit which came first upon
the Head, Jesus, and from Him on down to every
member of His body.

" We have noted briefly also, something of the

“glory” that is attached to this blessed and exclusive.

relationship with Jesus, and’ with the divine purpose
centered in Him. Nor tongue nor pen can show the
vast extent of this glory—"It does not yet appear
what we shall be, but we know that when He shall

appear we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as.

He is.” But this glory is not yet an actuality: it is
merely a “hope.” There is no glory yet for the King-
dom class. Jesus, the Head, while in the flesh, “learn-
ed obedience through the things which He suffered.”
Now His body members, those who have come in
under the Messianic anointing—who are dwelling in
Christ, and He in them by virtue of their anocinting—
are filling up that which is behind of the suffering
of Christ, for His body’s sake which is the church.
We are still in the time of which Jesus spoke when
He said that, “The Kingdom of heaven suffereth vio-
lence, and the violent take it by force.” But while the
Christian’s pathway is still one of suffering and sac-
rifice, he is encouraged by the “hopp of glory” to
press on in the narrow way:

And how very vital is this. glorious hope. Concern-
ing it the apostle says (Rom. 12:12), “Rejoicing in
hope, patient in tribulation.” These words indicate
dearly that if we are to continue patiently on in the
narrow way of sacrifice, it will be necessary for our
hope to be bright and firm—a hope in which we can
“rejoice.” Without this glorious hope—the Messianic

hope—the Christian would be like a ship on the ocean

without rudder or anchor—tossed to and fro by
every wind of doctrine.

This is evidently the apostle’s thought in Hebrews
5 and 6. This epistle seems to be addressed to a group
who had more or less failed to become thoroughly
grounded in the hope of the gospel; although the
epistle indicates that the ones to whom it was written
were formerly ‘in a much better spiritual condition.
The apostle wrote: “Call to mind the former days,
in which ye were illuminated when ye endured a
great fight of affliction.” (Heb. 10:32.) But for some
reason they apparently had lost some of that illumi-
nation and were therefore “wavering.” Nothing will
cause God’s people to waver so quickly as to lose
sight of the glorious hope of the Messianic gospel.
In this particular epistle the apostle uses Melchisedec
—who was. both a priest and a king— to typify the
glorious Messiah, and the divine purpose of redemp-
tion.and restoration centered.in. Him.
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Because they had in a measure lost sight of the

glorious reality of the gospel, or perhaps had never
clearly grasped it, the apostle said, “For when for
the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that
one teach you again, which be the first principles of
the oracles of God; and have become such (even) as
have need of milk, and not strong meat.” (Heb 5:
12.) Then the apostle says, “Therefore, leaving the
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to
perfection, not. laying again the foundation of repent-
ence from dead works, and of faith toward God, of
the doctrine of baptism, and of laying on of hands.
and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judg-
ment. And this we will do, if God permit.”—Heb.
6:13. .
Judging from the argument set forth here by the
apostle as already noted, the ones to whom he was
writing were having difficulty in becoming firmly es-
tablished, in the hope of the gospel. They seemed to
be of the kind that “fall from grace,” and. who need
oft to repent, and to make a fresh start. The apostle
points out that this would not be the case were they
firmly established. He says: “For it is impossible for
those who were (really) once enlightened, and have
tasted the good Word of God, and the power of the
world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance.”—IHeb. 6:4-6.

Fruit Bearing Necessary

The apostle then goes on to show that had they
received the true assurance of faith, and had permitted
it to have the proper influence in their lives, they
would be “like the earth that drinketh in the rain that
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for
them by whom it is dressed.” (Chap. 6, verse 7.)
“But,” continues the apostle, “that which beareth
thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto curs-
ing; whose end is to be burned.” (verse 8) It seems
however, that the Hebrews to whom this epistle was
written, had at one time, as we have already noted,
given evidence of better things, for the apostle says:
“But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of:
you. . . for. God is not unrighteous to forget your wark
and .labor of love, which ye have showed toward his
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints (the
people of His name), and do minister.”—Verse 9.

Then the apostle.reaches the real crux of his argu-
ment, which is, that instead of wavering, and needing
“oft to repent”, that they continue steadfast. Stead-
fast in what? Let the apostle answer: “And we desire
that every one of you do show the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope to the end. That ye be not
slothful, but followers of them who through faith
and patience inherit the promise. For when God made
promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no
greater, he sware by Himself, saying, Surely, blessing
I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee
... Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew-
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His
counse!, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immut-
able things, in which it was impossible for God to
lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us (in
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the Abrahamic promise) : which hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which

entereth into that which is within the veil; whither the

forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made a high
priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.”—ver-
ses 11-20. ' :

What a flood of light this throws upon the apostle’s
statement, “let us go on to perfection!” revealing, as
it so clearly does, that the ‘perfection” of which he
speaks 1s that steadfastness before the Lord which
results from a firm grasp of that glorious hope of the

. gospel-—the “hope of glory.”
Saffering Comes First

When the Bible speaks of the “suffering of Christ,

and the glory that should follow,” it sets forth the

proper sequence of Christian experience; for Jesus,
as well as for His body members. Yes, God tests

those whom He exalts to such a high position of glory.

Paul assures us of this in Rom. 5:2-5. It is through

Jesus that we have access “by faith into this grace

wherein we stand, and rejoice in-the hope of the glory
of God.” In order to get the beauty and comfort of
the apostle's thought in the remainder of this passage,
we will quote from the Emphatic Diaglott translation:
“And not only so, but we triumph also in affliction,
knowing that affliction works out endurance, and en-
durance approwval, and approval hope; and this hope is
not put to shame, because the love of God has been
diffused in our hearts (by the experiences through
which He has permitted us to pass), through that
holy spirit which has been given unto us.”

The point of the apostle’s argument is evident.
First we must triumph in tribulation. We #riumph in
tribulation when we do not permit it to turn us aside
from our course of faithfulness to God. We cannot

enjoy tribulation, but we can rise above it in the sense.

that we can continue to rejoice in the God of our sal-
vation in spite of it. Like Job, we can say, ““Though
He slay me, yet will T trust Him.” It helps us to
triumph in tribulation when we know:the purpose of
it. - Paul says that it “works out endurance.” And
how important it is to have endurance! We must not
waver, and be unstable. We must take a firm hold
upon our glorious hope, so that it will indeed become
an anchor to the soul. If we fail to learmn endurance
we can have no assurance of final victory, for only
those who “endure unto the end shall be saved.”
This is why the apostle says that endurance works
approval. We could have no hope at all unless we had
the assurance of God’s approval. But as we continue
to triumph in tribulation, and thus have the assurance
that even though we are being disciplined, God is deal-
ing with us as sons, and that we have His approval, it
is then, indeed, that we have a “hope that maketh not
ashamed, because the love of God .is shed abroad in
our hearts.” Indeed, we cannot rejoice in this glorious

hope in all its fullness unless that love which mbotivated

God in making such a provision for the church as
well as for the world, all of which was involved in the
promise made to Abraham, becomes also .the all-im-
pelling force in our lives. If the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts as a result of this glorious hope,
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then we shall find ourselves interested in the things
of God-—interested in what He is doing—and desir-
ous of cooperating with Him, and showing forth His
praises. , '

“He that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as He, (God) is pure.” What greater incentive
could the Christian have .for purity of conduct, both
toward God and toward his fellowman, than this glori-
ous hope of the gospel! In this Messianic program the’
Christian sees by faith the entire world made pure,
and restored to at-one-ment with God, and realizes
that even now he must seek to attain that high stand-
ard set before him. With such a glorious hope, the
Christian will seek to be. whole-hearted in his devo-
tion to God and to His purposes. He will not permit
anything to stand in his avay of full obedience to the
divine will. He will be careful in the little things as
well as in the big things of life, and will see to it that
his .whole life is being consumed upon the altar of
sacrifice, rejoicing in the fact that even his imperfect
works are acceptable through the blood.
~ The Christian will realize, too, that such a “hope of
glory” as is involved -in. the Messianic purpose—
“Christ in you”—cannot he fully realized without di-
vine aid. Knowing the mighty enemies that are ar-
rayed against him—the world, the flesh and the devil
—he would be liable to become fearful and begin to

‘waver were it not for the many assurances of the

Word to the effect that “greater is He who is for us
than all they that be against us.” So, beloved, we will
continue to press on in the way toward the Kingdom.
We will realize that the God of our salvation is the
same, yesterday, today and forever; and that His
gospel is the same now as when it was first given to
the church, that our understanding or misunderstand-
ing, of chronology or other details of God’s plan, does
not alter our hope in the gospel. And we will continue
to rejoice in our privilege of encouraging one another,
and so much the more as Wwe see the day approaching.

And -while we realize that even the best and all we
can do to show forth the Lord’s praises is but little,
and very imperfect, yet we will continue on, seeking
to be more and more filled with the spirit, and look-
ing to-the Lord for grace and strength to help in
every time of need.

“O Lord, Thy promised grace impart,
And fill my consecrated heart,

-My sweetest thought henceforth shall be,
To live, and speak, and toil for Thee.”

Wonder of Modern Surgery

ND now. they are actually transplanting parts of

huan organs from one person to another. Years
ago surgeons learned to transplant skin from. one per-
son to another, but not always with success. But sur-
gery is forging ahead with remarkable strides, and-
now persons who have lost some gland -essential to
life and health, may get.a new one, taken from some-
one who has just died and no longer has any tise for it
But ere long the Lord will “make all things new.”
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THE LAW OF RETRIBUTION
(Part IV)

OW long, O God, how long, before sure and

true relief will come to this world that now
suffers under the inexorable divine law of retribution?
Into the abyss sinks human society. From every direc-
tion the surrounding, threatening cloulds and temr
pestous waves of hatred and resentment close in upon
this evil order of things with its waning: power of
resistance, to engulf it in their fathomless depths.

The next social order must be entirely new from
foundation to pinacle, even as the divine Wprd de-
crees: “Behold, I make all things new!” The repui-
sion against the old order will not permit human
endeavor to weld into it anything having the slightest
taint of a spirit which laid the foundation of this pres-
ent order of destruction.

Isn’t the world in a hopeless ‘and helpless condition ?
The effects of six thousand years on the part of man
stands as an imperishable monument and witness to
the inability of fallen human society to extricate it-
self from the destructive effects brought about by the
original violation of the Divine command in Eden.
The despondency caused by this hopelessness has
driven many frenzied, heart-broken, agonizing men
and women to suicide. Vicious habits and degener-
ated morals are the shocking effects of that mental
unsoundness which the selfish lust for power, honor
and whim has wrought. “How art thou fallen, O
Lucifer,” and all who have followed thine example!

How can such a state of affairs be changed? The
‘most altruistic efforts of the grandest characters of
-the ages have failed in the task. The natural in-
stincts of man have been measurably diverted by sin;
yet the ability of man to think and to will makes pos-
sible some changes in abnormal impulses. But in gen-
eral, man has become caloused and benumbed to the
right course of actions; he has become carnal and
beastly.

Had man remained obedient to God, He no doubt
would have guided human instincts into correct chan-
nels of culture, until such a time when the develop-
ment of intellect amonigst all the families of the earth
would have reached a point where men’s own control

_of all his instincts would have produced the most fav-
orable results. The cell cultures of the human organ-
ism, not having been polluted by sin, thus would have
remained in perfect tune with Divine law; and a con-
‘tinuity of their unfailing functions, through proper
provisions for their sustenance, would have been a
guarantee of age-lasting life for all mankind.

Cleansing C' rises

So wonderful is the fabrication and interwoven
enmeshing of the Creator’s physical laws, that with
all the disregard, abuse, disobedience, neglect and
‘malicious design of wicked spirits and deluded men,
a measure of life and vitality still remhins in the
blood stream of a dying race. And by a succession
of cleansing crises, humanity has survived the depths
of the bottomless pit.

In nature there are agencies at work in a multitude

of ways, keeping air, water, and plant and animal life
clean from every-accumulating debris. Life itself is
so balanced as. to make such a natural routine possible.
The breathing of animals charges the atmbsphere with
carbon dioxide and reduces its oxygen content; but
the plant life absorbs the carbon dioxide and increases
the oxygen content.

Great cities fill the rivers with pollution, but the
bacterial life in the water reduces the polluted con-
glomerations to the natural simple salts and other min-
eral and organic elements which constitute the decay-
ing debris. In the human organism, as morbid matter
accumulates, bacterial life also increases to destroy it.
Thus there develops in the actions of life that which
is often spoken of as a “healing crisis”. There is a
gradual increase of the ratio of morbid matter above
the ability of the bacteria to absorb and destroy it;
and then from some cause the bacterial activity mul-
tiplies and becomes more active, catching up to the
increase of poluting effects and reducing them to a
lower level, often by severe and painful eliminations
"of the poisons thus generated.

Among associations and natural groups of people
there comes similar periodical cleansing crises of spirit,
doctrine and deed.. The more sensitive, sincere, studi-
ous and heart-searching the group, the less severe
the crisis, and the more strong, vigorous and united
the relationships which the members will ejnoy.

All groups relax into spells- of downward trend
from original intended ideals initiated by an aroused
sense, resulting in actions of reform and heart-search-
ing cleansings of accumulated wrong endeavor and
reasoning. Thus we witness the rise and fall of hu-
man efforts as they group together for some common
cause—the leaders first, and then the rank and file
following. Again and again the Thistory of Christians
has repeated this same worn  process of action. A
knowledge of its existence should arm us with insight
to all endeavors of the true-hearted, and grant to us
a keen and honest response to every true call for
doctrinal or other needed reform. Thus with Christ-
ians this law of reactions, as it is included in the gen-
eral law of retribution, works out for their best inter-
est and welfare, as it will for all people.

Reaping What is Sown

The greater the amount of wrong divergence from
the right course, the more severe, spectacular and
painful the healing crisis. Amongst a group of Christ-
ians it may be but a flurry of arguments with attended
passions; but with wayward nations it develops into a
destructive pestilence of raging human passions, burst-
ing out into wars, revolutions or national disintegra-
tion, which must run its course before the construc-
tive healing agents are able to act with the fullest
freedom. The law of retribution is a law of reaping
that which is sown.

The correct appreciation of the principles of right
and wrong becomes blurred, biased, impaired and
often totally destroyed.  -Acts, deeds, habits and
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thoughts sink to lower levels. Thel evil of biased judg-
ment makes many members of a group unconscious of
the correcting process, and thus they become self-
made victims of systematic deception. When such a
cycle of action is reached, as the included processes
run their course, the ill effects destroy social, political,
financial and religious arrangements. The accumu-
lated debris of wrong, once destroyed, a new arrange-
ment springs up.

We can view the course.of sin from the Garden of
Eden to the present time as a great and awesome
cycle of action. And when the crisis of this great
super-cycle of retribution has been reached in the
great Battle of Armageddon, the honest-hearted can
‘be enthused; can rejoice and shout for joy; for it is
the herald of a new, a cleansed order; and in the now
present case it is the establishment of the long prom-
ised Kingdony of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let every
seeker of meekness and righteousness lift up his sad
head: the world is entering into the great healing
crisis which humanity needs; which will bring in its
wake prosperity, liberty, contentment, peace, happi-
ness and life age-lasting.

Better times will come when the simple laws of
God are obeyed. “Thou shalt not kill” is accepted as
an ethical formula; yet murder is legalized by des-

THE PRAYERS

N PRESENTING this series of articles on the

value of prayer it is our purpose, before the series
is completed, to examine and discuss practically all
of what the Bible has to say on this important sub-
ject. Prayer is one of the most important elements
in the Christian life yet it is a subject that is very
greatly misunderstood. Our presentations on the sub-
ject are for the careful consideration of the reader,
and we trust will be a help, not only in a better under-
standing of prayer, but also as an aid to a more suc-
cessful use of this God-given privilege.

Believing that the model prayer given to the dis-
ciples by Jesus should constitute the touch stone, or
measuring rod, for the proper understanding of the
subject as presented elsewhere in the Bible, we began
the - series with a brief examination of that wonder-
fully comprehensive prayer—reviewing it again in
a more recent article-—and as we continue the series
we will, from time to time, endeavor to note the har-
mony of expression and of sentiment that is found in
all the sacred record with that greatest of all suppli-
cations to the Heavenly Father. In this article we
will look briefly into the prayer life of David—the
man after God’s own heart—and seek to draw there-
from lessons of encouragement for ourselves.

Many wonderful prayers are recorded in the book
of Psalms. Omne of the most outstanding of these—-
although it is seldom considered as a prayer—is re-
corded in the 72nd Psalm. One of the strange things
about this particular Psalm is the statement recorded
in 'the last (20th) verse: “The prayers of David the
‘son of Jesse, are ended.” - It would seem unreasonable
‘to- suppose from these words that never again did
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tructive wars. “Thou shalt not steal,” says the pious
one; but he condones the stealing of millions when
done by clever business trickery. “Thou shalt not
covet thy neighbors goods,” is praised as proper; but
grabbing the land, home and possessions of the weak-
er by the stronger is the economiic order of the day.
“Thou shalt not bear false witness’” is a statute upon
the law books; but the “lying press” is a by-word in
the mouths of millions. :

The Dawn is Here

A bright light is arising; it is even now causing the
darkness’ to disappear as the light increases, heralding
to wus the proof that all soon shall be enjoying the
radiant warmth from the rising Sun of Righteousness,
A two-edged sword is flashing; it is cutting to pieces
the mist and fog of deception and falsehood, and caus-
ing all to want to know what is the truth. The spirit
of the truth, because of its beneficial and successful
results, finally will be thé dominating factor in human
affairs, Let all who wish to escape the retributive
method of correction by a just and righteous God,
begin to cultivate in their hearts, right now, “The
Spirit of Truth” and of Righteousness. ,

- “Seek meekness, seek righteousness; it may be ye
shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.”

OF DAVID

David give utterance to prayer. The thought, rather,
seems to be that in this particular prayer David had
reached such a pinnacle; and that there had revealed
to him such a glorious vision of God's loving kind-
ness to the children of men, that for the time it seem-
ed that there could never be anything more about
which he would need to-pray. ‘

And what is there in this Psalmi that reveals such
heights of rapture in the vision of answered prayer?
Why, simply a prophetic picture of the establishment
of the Kingdom of God! Study the Psalm, dear
reader, and note the detail with which it describes the
blessings of the new Kingdom. It pictures justice
being administered to the poor and needy, it portrays
the flourishing of the righteous, and depicts all nations
giving honor to earth’s new King. And for all this
it gives the glory to God: “And blessed be His glori-
ous name for ever; and let the whole earth be filled
with His glory.. Amen and Amen.”—Verse 19.

How like the model prayer are the sentiments ex-
pressed in this Psalm! First a solicitation for the
honor of God’s great name—Hallowed be Thy
name.” And then, second in importance, the estab-
lishment and administration of God’s Kingdom upon
the earth for the eradication of sin and its concomit-
ants of poverty, disease and death that follow in its
wake. Surely, were the glory of God’s name to fill
the earth, and there were no sin, poverty, sickness
and death, there’ would. seemj. no further need . for
prayer; except prayers of thanksgiving to God for
the expression of His loving kindness to an unde-
serving world. No wonder we read that “The pray-
ers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.”
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Another Davidic Prayer

A beautiful element of a godly life is revealed in
another of David’s prayers as recorded in the 3rd
Psalm. Here David tells the Lord of the increase of
his enemies. Concerning these enemies he says:
“Many are they that rise up against me. Many there
be which say of my soul, There is no help for him
in God.” (Verses 2 & 3) But this did not cause
David to be dismayed. He knew in whom he had put
his trust. He says: “But thou, O Lord, art a shield
for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine. head.”
“Then David assures us that the Lord heard his praver;
and .because of -this, he says, “I laid me down and
slept, I awaked: for the Lord sustained me.”"—Verse 5.

What blessed assurance! How many of us today,
even in the fuller light of the gospel, are living so
near to the Lord, and have such explicit confidence
in Him, that in the heat of battle, so to speak; we
can say, as did David, “I laid me. down and slept.”
True, David’s relationship to the Lord was quite dif-
ferent from ours. His faith was based upon the prom-
ises of the Law Covenant. These were promises of
material protection and blessing to all those who
were loyal to the Lord. It was David’s confidence in
Jehovah as a covenant-keeping God that enabled him
to lie down and sleep even while surrounded by his
. enemies.

The Christian is dealing with the same God, al-
though material protection and prosperity are not di-
rectly promised to-such. The Christian’s enemies are
of a .different character, but none the less real, or
hazardous. The Christian’s most formidable enemy
is that great “adversary, the devil, who goeth about
as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
Satan has, of course, caused the literal destruction of
many of the saints, but his chief aim is to destroy them
as new creatures. In his onslaughts he too often
finds a ready ally in our fallen flesh. The flesh, being
opposed to the narrow way of sacrifice in which the
new creature is walking, i1s quick to take advantage
of any opportunity to turn aside. It is chiefly through
the mind of the flesh that Satan operates in his efforts
to destroy the saints of God.

When the Christian prays for protection from his
enemies he should ask for wisdom in order to prop-
erly identify his enemies. It has often heen said that
a Christian’s worst enemy is himself; and from some
standpoints this is true. It is too often true that Satan
is able to convince a Christian, that other Christians

are seeking to injure him; and hence, in a supposed

effort of self-defense, he will work much injurv to
‘those who, in many cases, are his best friends. If we
ask for, and receive, that heavenly wisdom that com-
eth from above, we will' discern the fact at all times,
that Satan is the one who is back of all such schemes,
and that his purpose is to have the brethren become
embroiled.in a “civil war,” while he himself, the real
plotter, hides in the background. If we could alwavs
take for granted that our brother or sister in Christ
is not our enemy, even though at times evidence may
seem to the contrary, it would help us wonderfully
to fortify ourselves against the attacks of our real

DAWN 17

enemies. The Christian has nothing to lose by giving
his brother the benefit of the doubt, nor does he gain
anything by considering him an enemy.

“Abandon Us Not in Temptation”

This particular prayer of David is very much akin
in sentiment to that part of Jesus’ model prayer in
which the Heavenly Father is petitioned to not aban-
don the Christian in temptation. The Christian’s ene-
mies work largely through the medium of temptation.
These temptations may come either from Satan, our
fallen flesh or from the world; and {requently all
three combine in an effort to turn the new creature
aside from the narrow way of-sacrifice—the pathway
to glory. God answers this prayer, sometimes, per-
haps in a miraculous manner—although probably un-
known to us—but more frequently through the pro-
visions of His written Word in the way of enlighten-
ing the Christian as to the tactics of his enemies, and
how to protect himself against them. When God has
clearly outlined the path in which we should walk, we
cannot expect Him to miraculously protect us if we
wander away from that path, and thereby expose
ourselves needlessly to the adversary—‘“Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God.”

The written Word says, “Resist the devil and he
will flee from you;” hence, we could not consistently
go to the Heavenly Father and ask for protection
from Satan’s wiles, if we were allowing-ourselves to
experiment with his ‘devices. The Scriptures say,
“They that will be rich fall into a snare.” We could
riot expect the Lord to protect us, therefore, if we
deliberately took otirselves off the altar of sacrifice and
centered our attention on the attainment of earthly
gain. In other words, God expects us, in seeking His
protection through prayer, to first of all see to it
that we have taken.advantage of all the safeguards
He has provided by rendering. full obedience to His
instructions. :

“Pray For Them Which Despitefully Use You.”

Under the Law Covenant arrangement David had
a right to expect that if faithful to God he would be
delivered from his enemies. During the law dispensa-
tion God was making pictures and types showing forth
the ultimate destruction of all sin and sinners from
off the earth, and because of this He many times
commanded that Israel’s enemies be literally destroy-
ed. Because of this David was quite within his rights
in asking (Psalm 4:10) God to destroy his enemies;
but such a prayer would he very improper for the
Christian. '

While the Christian’s three worst enemies—the
world, the flesh, and the devil—are indeed to be des-
troyed in God’s due time, and the Christian can well
rejoice as he looks forward to the final victory over
them, yet there are other enemies whom the Christian
must love, and for whom he must pray. These other
enemies are men and women who have been blinded
by the god of this world, ‘Satan, and who, in all good
conscience, oppose the way of the footstep followers
of the Master. They may, and probably will, say all
manner of evil against us, and may seek to injure us
in other ways, but if we are real Christians we will




18 - THE

not retaliate, but instead will seek to bless. We will
bear these enemies before the Lord in prayer, not to
seek their destruction, but to invoke the divine bless-
ing upon them. This we will do in obedience to the
Lord’s instructions: “Pray for them that despitefully
use you, and persecute you.”

The whole world of mankind is at enmity with God,
and has been since the Edenic tragedy, yet our Heav-
enly Father has gone right ahead with His plan for
the blessing of all. We, as Christians are admonished
to be filled and controlled by that same quality of
divine love, hence the importance of maintaining an
attitude of forgiveness toward our enemies. Nearly
all those who oppose the way of true Christians do so
because they are under the blinding influence of the
great adversary, the devil. We do not have the ability,
while in the flesh, to read the hearts of others in order
to know whether or not they are sincere; hence, it is
unreasonable to suppose that the time will ever come,
while the church is still in the flesh, when the Lord
would he pleased to have us pray for the destruction
of our enemies, as David prayed for the destruction
of his.

Let God beithe Judge

But even David realized his lack of judgment as
to. whose destruction he might properly seek through
prayer. In a prayer of penitence, he said: “O Lord
‘my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my
hands; if I have rewarded evil unto him that was at
peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that with-
out cause is mine enemy;) Let the enemy persecute
my soul, and take it; yea, let him tread down my life
upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the dust.”—
Psalm 7:3-5.

Surely such a prayer as this reveals the sincerity
of David's heart. Another prayer of David’s, reveal-
ing a simjlar heart attitude, is recorded in Psalm
19:12-14. “Who can understand his errors? Cleanse
thou me from secret faults. Keep back Thy servant
also from presumptuous sins; let them not have do-
minion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall
be innocent from the great transgression. Let the
words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength and
my Redeemer.” There is a very logical sequence in
this wonderful prayer. First an acknowledgment
of inability to understand one’s own true heart condi-
tion. Indeed, the human heart is “deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked.” It is only as the holy
spirit, operating through the written Word, reveals
our true heart condition, that we can realize our need
of divine help in cleansing it from secret faults. The
written Word will have the proper cleansing effect
upon our heart if we seek to be guided by its in-
junctions. The effect of truth is likened to washing—
washing by the water of the Word.

If we are sincere in our -prayer for cleansing from
secret foults, we will be on the alert, with God’s help,
to keep ourselves from presumptuous sins. A pre-
sumptuous sin is a sin that has more or less wilfulness
connected with it. It is the sin of going directly con-
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trary to the expressed will of God. No Christian can
afford to do this. The prophet declares that ‘“‘the eyes
of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth to show Himself strong on behalf of those

‘whose hearts are perfect toward Him.” (2 Chron.

16:9) It is only by a sincere endeavor to obey explic-
itly every single detail of the divine will as it is
revealed to us, and in keeping in close touch with the
Lord through prayer, that we can maintain a heart
that is perfect toward God. And ft is only as our
hearts are perfect toward Him that He will keep us
back from presumptuous sins by showing Himself
strong on our behalf.

And if; by divine aid, we are kept back fromi pre-
sumptuous sins, we shall also be “innocent from the
great trangression.”—the sin unto death.

Thy Will be Done

How fittingly David concludes this prayer. “Let
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength
and my Redeemer.” Surely no prayer could be more
appropriate for the Christian than this. And how very
much in harmony it is with our Lord’s prayer, “Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done.” While this is a
prayer for the accomplishment of God’s purpose in
the entire earth, yet we cannot consistently voice such
a prayer ourselves without a longing desire, and a
strenuous effort, to have God’s will done in our own

‘hearts and lives. Yes, we will indeed insist upon “the

words of our mouth, and the meditations of our
heart” being acceptablé to God. We will not only pray
to that end, but we will labour and watch as well. We

‘will put off the works of darkness, and will put on

the armour of light. We will watch our heart and we
will watch the Word, and we will seek to bring every
thought and intent of our heart into harmony with the
divine Word. Tt is only as we do this that our hearts
will be wholly sanctified to God.

It is hecause the real sentiments of David’s heart
are represemted in the words of this remarkable pray-
er that he is spoken of as a man after God’s own
heart. It is true that David was far from perfect, ac-
cording to the flesh, but his heart was right. The law
(will) of God was his meditation day and night. Can
the same be truly said of us? Have we actually gone
all the way in renouncing our wills, and dedicating
ourselves to God and to His holy will? Or are we
still singing “Some of self, and some of Thee”? Dearly

" beloved, the time is short, let us seek the more dilli-

gently, and pray the more earnestly, to have o/l the
words of our mouths and all the meditations of our
hearts acceptable to God., Let us watch, let us labour,
let us pray, that this glorious condition may be at-
tained and maintained in our lives.

More let me know Thee, Father of light.

Soon faith that trusts Thee shall vanish in sight.
Just a brief span and life’s sorrows are o'er.
Then peace, and blessing, and joy evermore.
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A number of our readers have asked us to state our
views concerning the sabbath question—as to whether
the first day of the week, or the seventh day of the week,
is the proper one for Christians to- observe as a day of
rest. The Seventh Day Adventists are among the most
prominent of those who believe in observing the seventh
day of the week as'the true sabbath; so, in answer to
the questions that have reached us we publish below an
open letter to a Seventh Day Adventist, written a num-
‘ber of years ago by our late Brother B. H. Barton. As
this letter expresses our. views on the matter, and is
written in a kindly spirit, we are glad indeed to repub-
lish it at this time,

In order that it mlght be available for distribution
among those interested in the subject, we are alsp pub-
lishing it in tract form. Copies of this traect may be
obtained .free upon request.

HE question has been placed before us: Do

you take issue with Seventh Day Adventism,
and if so, to what extent? In reply to this question
we say that we do take issue with Seventh Day
Adventism; and yet, between our Adventist friends
and ourselves there are many points in common.
For example, we both look to the same Father in
heaven. We trust in the merit of the same great
sacrifice for sin. We are seeking light from the
same inspired Scriptures. We are both striving to
live in the way that will be to the praise and glory
of God. We see eye to eye upon the nature of the
soul, the penalty of sin, earth’s restitution to
Edenie conditions, the Babylonian state of so-called
Christendom, and the impending time of trouble
along finaneial, political and social lines. Then,
last but not least, we both see the necessity of suf-
fering with Christ if we would be glorified with
Him ; and have already suffered a little of the scorn
and derision which the world hurls at the soldier
of the cross. The enumeration of these various
points on which we are agreed will enable some to
realize that what we are about to say respecting
our differences is not meant in a spirit of wrang-
ling, but solely for the purpose of sharing with
others the blessedness and joy which has dawned
in our hearts with this comforting light.

We agree with our Adventist friends that God
never authorized anyone to change the Sabbath
of the Decalogue from the seventh day of the week
to the first; but we do believe, that just as truly
as the Christian has a greater High Priest, and
a greater sacrifice, and a greater tabernacle than
Tsrael had, so too, the follower of Christ has a much
greater Sabbath than the follower of Moses. Every-
thing under the Jewish dispensation was typiecal
of good things to come. (Heb. 10:1) The atone-
ment day, the passover, the sabbatic years, and
the jubileas, ete., were all figures of more import-
ant things; so why should it seem strange that the
seventh, or sabbath day was typical, any more than
the seventh or sabbatic year? But in.order that you
may see this to be the Seriptural thought, hear
Paul in' Col.. 2:16, 17: ‘‘Let no man therefore judge

you, in meat or in dmink, or-in respeet of ‘an holy:
day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:
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which are a shadow of good things to come; but
the body is of Christ.”” The seventh-day keepers

“will argue that the sabbath here refers to some of

those yearly occasions, which were also called Sab-
baths, because part of their observance required
rest from ordinary labor; for example the day of
atonement.

But this cannot be the meaning: of Paul’s lan—-
guage, for he had already 1ncluded all these yearly
sabbaths under the WOI‘dS ““an holy day.”” In har-
mony- with -his usual systematlc forms of expres-
sion Paul first spoke of the yearly holy days, then
came the monthly festivals—the new moons—and
next the weekly rest days. The- Christian has. a
sabbath, too, but, as we shall see, his sabbath is as
much greater than the Jewish sabbath as the sub-
stance of a thing is always greater than its shadow.

An Age-Lasting Covenant

One may ask, Did not the Lord in Exodus 13:16
speak of the seventh-day sabbath as being ‘given
for a ‘‘perpetual covenant’’? We answer to this
that the very identical language which the Lord
used here of the sabbath He uses elsewhere of the
harvest offering (Liev. 23:14), the pentecostal sac-
rifice (Lev. 23:21), the day of atonement (Lev. 23:
31,32) and the feast of tabernacles (Lev. 23:41).
Tha same Hebrew “olam,” which is translated
‘‘perpetual’’ in the seventh-day reference, is the
word translated ‘‘forever’’ in the other passages. .
So if the Advent view is correet we should still be
keeping the feast of tabernacles as well as the Sab-
bath; but, as some of the Adventist brethren have
shown, when dealing with the punishment of the
wicked, the word ‘‘olam,” like the Greek ‘‘alom,’”’
really means “age-lasting,” or-“lasting to a consum-
mation.”’ It.is sometimes used in the sense of
eternal, but not always—the context, in each in-
stance, must -determine . its exact meéaning, For
example, in Exodus 29:9 we read. that the priestly
office was given to Aaron and his descendants “for
a perpetual statute,”’ the same word ‘‘olam’’ being
used. But, that it does not properly mean forever
in:this passage is evident, for Aaron’s family lost
the priesthood nearly two thousand years ago. Note
Hebrews 7:11-14.

‘We find, then, that Jehovah used the very same
language in speaking of the weekly sabbath as He
used respecting other Jewish institutions which
passed away when their antitype came; so, simil-
arly, may not the Jewish sabbath have passed away,
being supplanted by a greater sabbath? Notice our
Lord’s words in Matthew 5:17, 18, ‘‘Think not that
I am come to destroy the Law of the prophets; I
am not come to destroy but to fulfil; for verily 1
say unto you, till heaven and earth pass one jot
or one tittle shall in no wisg pass from the law.
till all be fulfilled.”’

But He tells us first that He came to fulfill it, so
if it was fulfilled in Him it has passed away. There3
is a vast dlﬁ"eirence between a thing being destroyed,
and passing away as a result of fulfillment, The
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law of circumecision was never destroyed, but it
passed away and was abolished when that to which
it pointed—ecircumeision of the heart—was set
forth, and it is this higher circumecision we must
now observe. (Rom. 2:28, 29.) Likewise, Christ
did not destroy the Law, or set it at naught, but
His perfect life fulfilled its every requirement, as
we imperfect creatures could not. Thus He became
the inheritor of all the promises of the Law, with
power to distribute what He inherited to all who
would- heszome His people.

Additionally the Law led to Christ and pointed
Him out as the Holy One of whom Moses had said,
‘‘Hear-ye Him,’’ (Aects 7:37; Gal. 3:24, 25.) There-
fore, to consider the Law given through Moses as
binding upon the Christian is to doubt whether
Christ has accomplished what He came for—to
fulfill the Law. Of:course, the Christian must study
that Law, and he finds jewels of inspired wisdom
in it, but he studigs it as.a shadow of better things
to come, as typical of the blessings promised under
the greater than Moses—Christ:

Law Magnified for Christians

Are we to understand, then, that the follower
of Christ is not under any law? Not at all. The
Christian is under a law, a new law, a higher law,
Just as he has a better High Priest, a better sacri-
fice—a better everything than the Jew had—so he
has a better law, and it contains a better sabbath.
The Prophet Isaiah foretold that Christ was to
““Magnify the law and make it honorable,” (Isa
42:21) and the Christian is now under thls magni-
fied law. The Jewish Law said, ‘‘Thou shalt not
kill,”” but Christ magnified that when He taught
that whosoever hateth his brother without a cause
is guilty of murder. (See Matt. 5:21-28.) The Law
said: ““Thou shalt not steal,” but Christ taught us

that we should not megrely refrain from robbing

our neighbor, but be ever ready to share with him
what: we have, -even to the extent of laying down
our lives for our brethren. (Johm 13:24; 1 John 2:
16.). The Law said: ‘‘Honor thy father and thy
mother,” but we are instructed to “honor all to
whom honor is due.”—Rom. 13:7.

The Adventists see-that Christ magnified the 1st,
2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th, Tth, 8th, 9th and 10th command-
ments, but they fail to realize that He magnified
the 4th—the sabbath commandment—also. To the
contrary, they believe that He made it smaller. The
argument is that before Christ came and died for
us, every little act contrary to the sabbath com-
mandment, even the building of a fire, was to be
severely punished, but sinee Christ’s sacrifice—so
long as we try to do our best to keep the sabbath—
the Lord will pardon and overlook where we come
short in our obedience to that ecommand. This, of
course, wonld magnify God’s mercy, but would not
magnify the commandment. Would it be magnify-
ing- the 6th commandment if we should say that
before Christ came and died murder was to be
severely pumsh,ed ‘but'since then, if -we try to keep
the Law—‘Thou shalt not kill"'—
right.if- we do kill a.man- onee im a while!

it will be a11~
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The Christian’s Sabbath

Let us now present our understanding of how
Christ magnified the commandment concerning the
sabbath. The Israelite was to consider one-tenth
of ‘what he had as holy unto the Lord. But does
the New Testament advise the Christian to give a
tithe to the Lord? Not once! How much are we, as
Christians, advised to give Him? All that we are
and have. We are to give all that we can in as di-
rect a way as we can, and the remainder is to be
given to Him in a more indirect way. For example,
we give Him the money we spend for food and cloth-
ing because. our body belongs to Him and is being
used- to glorify and serve Him. The food gives us
strength to do more for Him, therefore the money
we spend tor food is gpent for our Lord. (Rom. 12:1;
1 Cor. 6:20; 10:31; 2 Cor. 5:15.) In Luke 14:33 our
Master does not tell us to forsake or surrender a
tenth, but ‘‘all that he hath.” The Jew sang, so to
speak, ‘‘Some of self and some of Thee,” but the
Christian sings, ‘‘Nong of self and all of Thee.”

Likawise, the Jew gave God one-seventh of His
time, but the Christian is to give Him seven-seventh.
The Lord said, ‘‘Ye shall keep My sabbaths and
revergnce My sanctuary.” (Lev. 19:30.) The sane-
tuary was the holy structure through which God
manifested Himself to Israel, so to them the word
meant a certain definite holy place; but the Christ-
ian finds his sanctuary wherever he may be; every
place is a holy place to him. Similarly every day
is a holy day, a sabbath of rest to the Christian.
He has a better sanctuary to reverence, and a bet-
ter sabbath to keep.

But not only does his sabbath differ from the
typical sabbath, the nature of his rest differs 11t
does not merely mean a cessation from manual lab-
or, but a rest from laboring for self in order to
work and live for God. It means to rest as God
rested after He had completed the work of creation,
as the Word expresses it: ‘‘To enter His rest.”
God’s rest does not mean- idleness, ‘‘He sends His
rain and causes His sun to shine” on the seventh
day of-the week just as mueh as on the other days.
Then how did He rest? He ceased working for
Himself in order to work for man, through His
Son. And how. do we rest-as He rests? By ceasing to
work for self in order to work for Him through
Christ. ‘‘For he that is entered into His rest, he also
hath ceased from his ‘own works, as God did from
His.—Heb. 4:10.

Let us Labor to Enter His Rest

And then, in verse 11 of this same chapter, Paul
continues, “Let us labor therefore,’” mot, let us
cease from labor, but labor to put down those self-
ish propensities which would lead us, contrary to
God’s will, to live for self, instead of permitting us
“to enter into that rest”’ This rest of which the
seventh day was a type will not end with this life,
but will continue as an eternal rest, begun here
and fully consummated in eternity.

Let us digress: here to say that God’s rest day
was not-a period: of 24:hours, but like the six days
of: creation, was. a. long penod ofs time. This, even
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in our own language, is a very common use of the
word ‘‘day,”’ and is thus frequently used in Bible
language. (2 Pet. 3:8; Psa. 95:7-10.) While the day
of salvation, mentioned in 2 Corinthians 6:2 is al-
ready over 1900 years long, so it was with the
great days of creation; they were long periods of
time. Likewise the seventh day during which God
rests, is a long period of time—it is not yet over.
But to return to our subject: In Isaiah 58:13
we have a description of what tonstitutes Christian
sabbath keeping. We must refrain from doing our
own ways, and from finding our own pleasures,
and from speaking our own words. That is sabbath
keeping! But the Christian must do that every
day, therefore every day must be a sabbath to him.

Every day the Christian is to. ‘‘speak as the or-

acle of God.” (1 Pet. 4:11.) Every day God is to-

“work in us to do of His good pleasure.” (Phil. 2:
13.) Every day ‘‘the steps of a good man are or-
dered of the Lord.”” (Psa. 37:23.) So again we
_say, every day is a sabbath to him who liveth ‘‘aot
unto himself.” In not this a glorious magnifying of
thes Law? -

We can now see how ‘‘Christ is the end of law
for righteousnkss to every one that believeth.”
(Rom. 10:4.) We can understand why Paul could
say, ‘‘The law was added...till the seed should
come.” (Gal. 3:19.) Then Paul boldly compares
the Law to a severe pedagogue to whom they were
committed for a season, “but after that faith is
come we are no longer under a pedagogue.”” And
we can comprehend why Paul mourns because “ye
observe days,” (Gal. 4:10,11) and intimates that
the brother is weak who ‘‘esteems one day above
another,” failing to realize that they are all to be
counted as days in which the Lord’s glory is to be
sought. See Rom.—14:1-7.

God’s Law Indivisable

We are, aware, of course, of how the Adventists
divide the Law into two parts, calling the Deca-
logue ‘‘the law of God,”’ and the remainder “the
law of Moses’’; and then claiming that Christ did
away with the Law of Moses, but not with the law
of God. This is a serious mistake! The whole Law
was.from God, and therefore was His Law. (Liev. 16:
"46; Deut. 5:5.) Thus our Savior, in Mark 7:10,
quotes one of the ten commandments, and then in
the same verse, a law which was not in the Deca-
logue, and attributes them both to Moses.

Moses, however, was not the author of any part
of the Law, but was merely the agent through
whom God delivered it. Furthermore, the fact that
the Law, which was until John, included the Deca-
logue as well as the various ceremonial features
of the Law, is proved by Paul; who, after saying
that, ‘‘we are delivered from the law,” leaves no

doubt as to what he means; for he quotes from the -

10th commandment: ‘‘But now we are delivered
from the law, ... What shall we say then? Is the
law sin? God forbid! Nay, I had not known sin

but by the law: for I had not known lust, except °

the law had:said; Thou shalt mot-covet.” (Rom. 7:
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6,7.) Paul shows we are no longer under the letter
—it was the letter which was on the stone—but
under the spirit (the antitype), that which was
shadowed forth by the words on stone—the greater
law of love. (James 1:26; 2:8.)

When we read, therefore, the New Testament
instructions to the Christians, and how they are
to keep ‘‘the commandments of God,”” we do not
think of letters in stone given through Moses, but
of the magnified law of the spirit of life in Christ
pesus. See Rom. 8:2. '

Paul makes another interesting point in 2 Corin-
thians 3:3-11. The expression, ‘‘written and en-
graven in stones,”’ and the reference to Moses
face shining at the time is evidence that Paul is
speaking of the Decalogue, In verse 7 he tells us
how the Law was accompanied with such glory
that it even caused Moses’ face to shine. Then, in’
verse 8, he refers to something which would be
accompanied with more glory; and, in following
this up he shows that when “the glory that ex-
celleth’” should come then that which previously
had been given with glory—the Law written and
engraven on stones—was to be ‘‘done away.”

Then the apostle (2 Cor. 3:12-16) shows that
while Moses covered his face so the Israelites could
pnot see the glorious results of the giving of that
glorious Law, yet we should refrain from eovering
our hearts with the veil of prejudice, ete., as this
would prevent us from seeing the more glorious
results of this more glorious law upon the hearts
and lives of our brethren; and especially as it was
reflected in our Elder Brother, the Lord Jesus.—

Paul preached on every day

Much more might be written, but we must re-
frain from more than one or two brief statements.
Paul’s preaching on 'the seventh day, ete., is no
endorsement . of Seventh-day Adventism.  That
was a day when the Gessation from labor brought
the Jews together in their synagogues, and gave
Paul an opportunity to tell them of the gospel of
{Christ. Wherever and whenever Paul found ears
to hear he was ready to preach. There were crowds
in the synagogues on the seventh day, so Paul went
there; likewise, there were numbers at the market
every day, so Paul preached there too, on other
days, S .

Just as Paul esteemed whatever opportpnities
that came to him for making known the truth, so.
we, today, esteem the opportunities afforded us on
the first day of the week, but not because there
is a speeial divine command concerning it. How-
ever, it being on the first day of the week that
Jesus was resurrected, it seems to be a very appro-
priate time for God’s people to meet together.
But, refraining from actual labor on the first day
of the week is not to be understood as an indorse-
ment on our part of the many wrong views which
have been. entertained regarding- the subject. It
has been a great comfort: to us to learn that sal-.
vation does:-not- hang on sueh. a- slender cord as.
the keeping of a weekly rest day, o
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ERNEST: Frank, look at this eclipping I have here
from last Sunday’s newspaper. It quotes Field
Marshall Sir Edward Allenby of England as saying
that the next war will mean the end of civilization.
How does that fit in with the thought that everything
-on the earth is to be made so peaceful?

Frank: It is fully in harmony with the Bible, Ernest;
for the Bible indicates that the promised blessings of
life and happiness will come as a result of the estab-
lishment of God’s Kingdom, and not through the
efforts of man. The Bible emphasizes the necessity for
the passing away of the present order, in preparation
for the coming Kingdom. The convulsion of human
passions by which civilization is to pass away is graph-
iedlly pictured in the "Bible as the ‘‘melting of the
elements,’’ and the ‘‘burning up of the world.”” What
Marshall Allenby calls ‘‘eivilization,’’ the Apostle
Peter speaks of as ‘‘the world that now is;’’ and the
apostle tells us that its destruction will immediately
precede the ushering in of the Judgment Day.

Ernest: Well, I don’t know that that brightens up
the picture very much. If, after this frouble and tur-
moil i over, we could expect everlasting peace and
happiness, it wouldn’t be so bad; but now you tell me
that then will come the Judgment Day! Surely nobody
wants to see the Judgment Day come. We all want to
put that as far away as possible.

Frank: fThat’s because people have misunderstood
the purpose and work of the Judgment Day.

‘Ernest: But Frank, isn’t the Judgment Day more
or less of a ‘‘Doom’s Day%’’ ' ! ‘

Frank: No; in fact it will be the very reverse of
‘‘Doom’s Day’’ for all excépt those who refuse to obey
the laws of the new Kingdom. About the first time the
Judgment Day::is mentioned in the Bible is in the 96th
Psalm, and it gives us the proper, pieture. It might be
well to read that passage—it will help you to get that

erroneous ‘‘Doom’s Day’’ thought out of your head—

Psalm 96, beginning at the 10th verse.

Ernest: Thank you, Frank. More and more I am
realizing how wonderful the Bible really is, The 96th
Psalm—here it is: ‘‘Say among the heathen that the
Tord reigneth.”’ Say, Frank, this is talking about,
Chinese, or Hindus—not Americans— )

Frank: O yes, it applies to Americans all right. The
word ‘‘heathen’’ in the Bible means the same as ‘‘Gen-
tiles.”” It applies to all exeept Jews.

Ernest: All right, I°ll start over again: ‘“Say among
the Gentiles that the Lord reigneth, the world also
shall be established’’—

Frank: That’s the new world, the ‘“World to come,
wherein dwelleth righteousness’’—

Ernest: ‘“That the world also shall be established,
that it shall not be moved: He shall judge the people
righteously’’— ‘ ’

Frank: From this, you see, the Judgment Day is in
the New World, and this agrees with what the apostle, -
in 2 Peter, chapter 3 tells us—

Ernest: Let me finish this, will you, Frank, and then
explain afterwards—‘‘Let the heavens rejoice, and let
the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness
thereof; let the fields be joyful, and all that is therein;
then shall all the trees of the woods rejoice before the
Lord: for He cometh, for He cometh to judge the
earth: He shall judge the world with righteousness, and
the. people with His truth’’— '

Frank: Does that sound much like ‘“Doom’s Day?’’

Ernest: T should say not! But Frank, how will the
Lord judge the people with His truth?

Frank: I believe that question will be best answered
by reading a few Scriptures on the point. . _

Ernest: Frank, that’s the only real way to answer
any question. What Secriptures do you have in mind?
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Frank: Let’s turn, first of all, to the 12th chapter

of John, and read the 47th and 48th verses.
- Ernest: You know, I like the idea of establishing a
connection between the Old and New Testament. John
twelve, verse forty-seven; here it is: ‘*And if any man
hear My words, and believe not, I judge him not; for
I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. . .
The words that I have spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day’’—

Frank: In this instance, you see, Jesus refers to the
truth, by which the people shall be judged, as ‘‘His
word.”’

‘Brnest: But Frank, this text brings us back to the
thought of ‘“Doom’s Day;’’ for Jesus here says, ‘‘My
words shall judge him in the last day’’. What could be
more horrible, or gloomy, than the ‘‘last day?'' Why,
that’s the end of everything—

Frank: No, Ernest, it’s not the end of everything;
but merely the last day of the old, unsatisfactory order
~-the last period of time in the outworking of God’s
purposes for the coming blessings of all people, Six
thousand years ago man lost life because of sin. During
all that time Jehovah has been working out a program
for the ultimate restoration of man to life and happi
ness upon a perfected earth. The death of Jesus was a
part of this program. Wherever you find the expression
‘‘last days’’ in the Bible, it always has reference to
the closing period in this great plan of salvation, and
has no reference whatever to the end of time. The fact
is, time will never end. Mankind when restored, will
continue to. live and enjoy the blessings of a perfected
earth forever. :

. Ernest: But, Frank, how do you know that u ‘‘day”’
15 a long period of time?

~ Frank: The Apostle Peter, in speaking of the Judg
ment Day, tells us in so many words that it is a
thousand years long. That’s quite some period of time,
don’t you think?

Ernest: Well, yes, I suppose it is. Of course, I'm
glad that the Judgment Day is to be more than 24
hours long. It always has been a mystery to me how
s0 many people could be properly judged in such a

short time. And by the way, Frank, is it possible that

the seven creative days of Genesis might not also be
long periods of time instead of ordinary sun-days?.

Frank: Yes Ernest, it’s quite possible; in fact a
critical examination of the Genesis account of Creation
reveals beyond a doubt that it has no reference at all
- to ordinary 24-hour days.

Ernest: Well, that’s something else worth knowing!
Frank, if that’s true, the whole world should know
about it; for it certainly is hard to believe that the en-
tire universe was created in six literal days. It’s a
whole lot more reasonable to conclude with the geien-
tists that the ereative work covered long periods of
time.

- Frank: Yes, Ernest, the more we study the Bible,
the more we realize that its teachings are reasonable.
It’s the misconceptions of the Bible that are turning
people away from the good old Book.

" Ernest: I'm begiimixig to realize that, more and more.
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understand how ‘it is that divine Truth will judge the
people in that day.

Frank: Well, of course, His Truth will merely be the
standard of judgment. Jesus will be the judge. The
Apostle Paul clearly tells us this, in the 17th chapter
of Acts, verse 31—

Ernest: I suppose 1 may as well find the passage
and read it. Acts 17, verse 31: ‘‘Because He hath
appointed a day in the which He will judge the world
in righteousness, by that Man whom He hath ordained;
whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that
He hath raised Him from the dead.’”’ Frank, almost
every time I open the Bible, a great big question jumps
up at me, Now take this text. It starts out by saying,
‘‘Because,”’ ‘‘because He hath appointed a day in
which He will judge the world’’ ‘‘because’” what?

Frank: The preceding verse answers that question.
This is an account of Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill. He
had just called attention to the idol worship of the
people, and of the fact that with all their gods, they
were really ignorant of the one true God. This was true
not only of the Athenians, but has been true of nearly
all people. The prophet speaks of the same thing, when
he says that ‘‘darkness covers the earth, and gross
darkness the people.’’ . ;

. Now, after speaking of this mental darkness over
the world, the Apostle Paul then says: ‘‘The times of
this ignorance, God winked at, because He hath ap-
pointed a day in which He will judge the world in
righteousness, by that Man whom He hath ordained.’’
The Apostle’s thought is very manifest: God ‘‘winks’’
at the ignoranee of the people now, because He has
appointed & time for their enlightenment; and that
will be the Judgment Day, when all people will be
judged by His truth-—and the work of judgment will
be in the hands of Jesus. Another very helpful text
on this point is the 9th verse of the 26th chapter of
Tsaiah— '

" Ernest: Well, I must say, that is a wonderful concep-
tion of the Judgment Day; but I’ll have some more
questions before we finish. Now, let’s see—you men-
tioned. Isalah 26:9. Here it is: ““With my soul have I
desired Thee in the night; vea, with my spirit within
me will I seek Thee early; for, when Thy judgments
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will
learn righteousness.’”’ Frank, do you mean to tell me
that anyone will have an opportunity to learn right-
eousness during the Judgment Day? I thonght the pur-
pose of the Judgment Day was- simply to find out how
much or how little righteousness they had learned
previous to that time, and to judge them accordingly.

Frank: I'm not telling you anything about it. I’m
allowing Jesus, and the prophets, and the apostles, to
do the telling. ) .

Ernest: Well, this text certainly does the telling
plainly enough—

Frank: And notice, Ernest, how beautifully it har-
monizes with the other Secriptures. It begins by saying,
¢“With my soul have I desired Thee in the night.’’ This
you see, is the same nighttime of darkness and ignor-
ance that Paul mentions, ‘the time of ignorance that

Put Frank, getting back to the subjeet; I don’t quite God ‘‘winks at.”’ Then the prophet continues with the
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assurance that in the morning of the new day— the
Judgment Day—the people will ‘‘learn righteousness.’’

Ernest: But Frank, does this mean that everyone will

have another chance to repent, and be saved?
_ Frank: No. But it does mean that all will have one
full opportunity for salvation. The point is, that very
few indeed have had sufficient knowledge of the true
God to be able to serve Him intelligently. Even in our
own enlightened land we: have hundreds of -different
conceptions of God, and of the truth. In the past, and
in other lands, conditions have been even less favorable
in this respect. But when the Kingdom 'is established,
and the Judgment Day begins, it will be entirely differ-
ent. Then, as the prophet tells us, ‘‘The knowledge of
the glory of God will fill the entire earth, as the waters
cover the sea’— f ’

Ernest: Frank, is that the time when the way will
be made so plain that ‘‘the wayfaring man, though a
fool, shall not err therein?’’

Frank: Yes—

Ernest: Well, did you ever! How wonderful are all
these old-time passages when one really finds out what
they mean. .

Frank: Yes, indeed. The Bible tells us that a fool is
one who says in his heart, ‘There is no God.” So the
text you quoted proves that the way will be made so
plain, during that judgment age, that even the skepties,
and doubters, will be convinced. The present attitude

of the people is well deseribed by Isaiah, in the 29ih
" chapter of his prophecy. It might be well to read this
passage. I think it will help us to more clearly grasp
the real thought of the Judgment Day.

Ernest: I have the chapter. Which verse do you wani
_me to read?

* Frapnk: Verses 11 and 12— )

Ernest: Thank you. ‘‘And the vision of all is be-
come unto you as the words of -a book that is sealed,
which men deliver to one who is learned, saying, Read
this, I pray thee; and he saith, I cannot, for it is sealed.
Ana ‘the book is delivered ‘to one who is unlearned,
saying, Read this I pray thee; and he saith, I ecannot,
because I am unlearned.”” Well, Frank, this does very
well describe the condition we find in the world today,
doesn’t it?

Frank: Yes; all would like to know the truth, but
very few seem able to find it. And Ernest, just a little
further on in that chapter it tells of the time when the
Rook will be opened. It’s in the time of the Kingdom,
when God’s blessings are upon the earth, and upon the
people.-Read verses 17 and 18 of the same chapter.

“Ernest: ‘““Is it not yet a very little while and Leb-
snon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruit-
ful field shall be esteemed as a forest? And, in that
day shall the deaf hear the words of the Book, and
the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out
of darkness.’”’ And Frank, the next verse sounds inter-

esting, too: ‘‘And the terrible one is brought to

naught’’—Just what does that mean?

ZFrank: The ‘‘terrible one’’ is Satan, the great de-
ceiver and oppressor of the people, With the beginning
of the Judgment Day Satan will be bound, and then
the“way will be open for the people to know the truth
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Ernest: Frank, that would be fine, except. for the-
fact that for thousands of years mankind have been
dying—and most of them going to hell, I suppose— -
without having this wonderful opportunity of knowing -
the truth. The Judgment Day may be fine for those
who will be living when that time comes; but how
about all the millions who have died? i

Frank: The Lord will take care of those, also, -In
the 20th chapter of Revelation we.are told that death
and hell will give up the dead; and for special benefit
of these, ‘‘The Books will be opened,”’ and ‘‘every
man judged aecording to the things written in the
Books.”’ , :

Ernest: Frank, the ‘‘books’’ will contain a very bad
vecord for most of us.

Frank: No, Ernest, the books that are to be opened
have nothing to do with a record of people’s lives The
opening of the books is merely another way of saying
that the truth, the words of Jesus, will be made plain to
the people, so that they may have the opportunity of
coming ‘into harmony therewith. The truth will be the
standard by which all will be judged You see, Ernest,
the entire world lost life through Adam; Jesus  paid
the penalty by His death; and this makes possible an
individual opportunity of life for all mankind. This
opportunity will be given in the Judgment Day.

Ernest: Well, Frank, with that conception of the
Judgment Day, I dont know that I would feel sorry
if it began this very afternoon!

Transatlantic Flying

’"T IS believed that frequent Transatlantic flying
will grow out of the recent long flight of Colonel
and Mrs. Lindbergh: Going by the Greenland-Ice-
land route, upon reaching Natal, Brazil, Colonel and
Mrs. Lindbergh had no difficulty in completing
eighteen thousand miles- after leaving New York last
summer. Colonel Lindbergh had a wonderful plane
and wonderful instruments. The entire equipment
was donated ‘by him to the American Museum of
Natural History, in New York, in the hope that its
being' placed on display will tend to encourage avi-
ation, :

Boulder Dam .

HEN the Colorado River is harnessed to man’s
service by the great Boulder Dam, the seventy
thousand inhabitants of Imperial Valley will be ‘pro-
tected against flood and drought. The height of the
dam is- 730 feet. It is.650 feet thick.. The reservoir
will be 520 feet deep and 15 miles long. The électric
generators of the power plant installed below the dam
will be the largest ever built—40 feet :in diametér,
32 feet high, and will weigh 2,000,000 pounds. . '
This indeed is a mighty concentration of power.:But
a still greater reservoir of power is the Truth of God,-
which ere long will be' made available on’earth ‘for-
the use of all mankind.. We are told that the waters
of Truth are o “cover the earth” until “all ‘shall -
know Me, saith the Lord, from the least .of them .to
the greatest of them.” T
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FUTTING GOD’S GLORY
. FIRST
I'ebruary 4: Matthew 6:19-33 -

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
-earth, :where moth and rust doth .corrupt
a.nd where thieves break through and steal,

“But” lay up for yourselves treasures in
hea.ven wher neither moth nor rust doth
corru~, - and - where thieves do not break
through nor steal:

> 'For - where your- treasure is,
y ur heart be also.

he light of the "body is the eye: if

there will

body: shall be full of licht,

ut if thine eye be evil, thy whole body
’hghl:. t‘r])letfulliofﬂ:laﬂ;ne;s. If therefore the

at 1s in thee be darkness, how great
.is. that. darkness! g *

No man can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and
‘despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.

Tharefore I say unto you, Take mo
thought for your life, what ye shall eat,
or-what ye shall drink nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on, Is not the
life- more than meat, and the body than

iment?

: ehold the fowls of the .air:
80w not, neither do they reap, mor gather

. into: barns; yet your heavenly Father
,{gedeth them. Are ye not much better than

-

Which of you by taking thought can
dd one cubit unto his stature?
‘And why take ye thought for raiment?
C‘bnslder the lilies of the field, how they
‘,*grow" they -toil not, neither do they spin:
And- yet I say unto you, That even
‘Solqmon in all' his glory was not arrayed
,l.lka one. of these.

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of

“"the field, which today is, and tomorrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more
clothe you, O ve of little faith?

Therefore take no thought, saying, What
_shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Whe*‘ withal shall we be clothed?

(For after ~' these things do the Gen-
"§lles: seek:) for your heavenly Fatner
-Enoweth. that ye have need of all these
things. -

i Bt seek ye first the kingdom of God,
cand-'his tighteousness; and all these- things

! _ﬁbe added unto yon . —Matt, 6:19-33.

GOLDEN TEXT: Seek ye first the
~kingdom of God and His righteous-
‘ness: and all these things shall be
a.dded unte you—Matt. 6: 33.

HE world is absorbed in what
¥ may. be termed a ‘‘mad race’
for temporal things, and money
-is the present world’s ‘‘god.”” When
speaking to His dlsclples and draw-
ing certain comparisons and con-
trasts between various entities, Jes-
us ‘broached the subject of the
heavenly Kingdom, and endeavored
‘to-1ift their minds into a realm of
+-higher values than those of earth.

- +Barthly - treasure is an ephemeral
- thing. Thonsands of persons who
7 Jene rich a few years ago, .are in
quyer,ty, today. There is no real se-
Jeurity- for earthly wealth. Jesus
-spoke of the higher ‘‘riches,”’” which

- imperishable riches,

:therefore thine eye be single, thy whole~
~again He said:

for they .

" of the powers of the air.”’
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are not subjeet to the fluetuations,
depreciations or losses of: this evil
world. ‘To have our names written
in heaven will indeed mean for us
of which no
one can cause us loss. :

It i1s a great thing to be able to
see how such higher treasure may
be gained. It requires clearness of
discernment. ‘‘If the eye be single

“(clear),”” said Jesus, ‘‘the whole

body shall be full of light.”’ And
‘‘Blessed are your
eyes for they see.’’ If, however,
the eyes becomes obscured, and light
(knowledge) gives place to dark-
ness (ignorance), then the state of
one’s mind is worse than it was at
first—‘‘how great is that darkness,”’
Therefore we should cherish the
truth above all things, and be daily
thankful that God has revealed to
us the things of His wondrous plan.

‘“No man can serve two masters,’’
said Jesus. The world’s master has
been Satan, ealled in the Bible, ‘‘the
god of this world’’ and ‘‘the prince
The
world at large has been under the
domination of Satan throughout
all the centuries of the past. God’s
people have been called upon to re-
jeet Satan’s rule and to come under
the rule of Christ, who has become
their Master and their Lord. In
due time the great adversary’s rule
will be destroyed, for ‘‘in the days

- of these kings (those ruling at the

end of the age) shall the God of
Heaven set up a Xingdom that
shall never be destroyed; and this
Kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kmgdoms,
and it shall stand forever.”’—Dan-
iel 12:2.

Jesus exhorted His followers not
to be over-anxious concerning their
material effects. He who could feed
a vast multitude with a few loaves
and fishes certainly can feed His
people today. If they put forth
their best efforts to get along, and
put the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness first, the Lord has
promised to direet their earthly
affairs that they shall have the
needful things.

The Master calls our attention
to the lilies and to the grass of the
fields. If God takes care of these
things, He will surely take ecare of
us. The lilies, of course, are true
to the law of their nature; they do

'all the thmgs they ha;ve cap Y
to. do. "They ecannot walk —about
like - human beings, * they ' eannot
write of read or saw wood; but they
do- properly perform their natural
functions. Likewise, if we properly
funetion as Christians,” we need not
be filled with anxiety or ecare; for.
the highest forces are working for
our good, and we can leave our.
affairs in the hands of Him who is
‘“too wise to err, too good to be
unkind.’’

QUESTIONS:

What is the treasure we are exhorted
to lay up in heaven?

Explain what Jesus meant by His refer-
ence to the eye.

To what two masters d1d Jesne refer?
Who has heen the world's master} When
will .his reign come to an. end?

Exactly what is the lesson of -the lilies?
Is it that the lilies do nothing, and there-
fore we should do n-*hing}

How should we put God’s Kingdom first.
at all times ?

" TIMELY - WARNINGS .
I_‘ebruary 11: Matthew 7:12-27

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so
to them: for this is the law and the pro-
phets, =77

Enter . ye in at the strait’ gate: for wide
is the gate and broad is the. way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which- go in thereat:

Because strait is the gate and mnarrow
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it.

Beware of false prophets which come to
you in sheep’s clothing, -but inwaxdly they
are ravening wolves. R

Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do
men oather grapes of thorms, or figs of
thistles?

Even so every. good tree bringeth forth
frnit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth
evil fruit.

‘A good tree cannot - bring forth evil
fruit, neither c¢an a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit.

Every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn dofn .and cast into the fire.

‘Wherefore by their rruits ye shall know
them.

Not every ‘one that sayeth u:n.to Me, Lord,
ford, - shall enter into the Xingdom of
heaven, bus he that doeth the will of My
Father which is in heaven.

Many will say to Me in that day, Lord.
Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy
‘name? and ‘in. Thy mname -have cast out
devils? and in Thy name have done many”
wonderful works?

And then will I profess unto them. T
never knew you: depart fro fe, ye that
work iniquity. g

Therefore, - whosoever heardfifi’ these say.
ings of M.me, and doeth ¢, 21 will liken
him unto 'a wise man, whi _ﬂt his house
upon a rock. F

And the rain descended. and the flnods
came, and the winds blew snd beat unon
that house; and it fell not,” for it was
founded uvon a rock. :

And every one that heareth these sayings
of Mine, . and doeth them not. shall he lik-
ened unto a foolish -man, which built his
house 1upon the sand;

And the rain descended and the floods’
came, and the winds: blew and beat npon
that. houge, a,nd it fel, and grea,t was the
fall of it.
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GOLDEN TEXT: Every tree that

bringeth not forth good fruit is

hewn down and cast into the fire—
Matthew 7:19

HE BIBLE speaks of three

ways—the ‘‘broad way,”’ the
‘‘narrow way,’’ and the ‘‘highway.’’
The Broad Way, as the Master said,
is the way that leads to destruction.
It is the wap that the world has
been pursuing for the past six thous-
and years. The Apostle Paul wrote,
‘‘By one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for all
have sinned.”” This Broad Way has
brought pain and sorrow, as well as
death, upon the entire human race.
To take men off this way and lead
them forth in another way, even
the ‘‘highway of holiness,”’” will be
the work of Christ during the Mil-
lennial age.

The Narrow Way, that leadeth’

(now) to life, is the way of sacrifice
which Jesus opened up for the church
—for His followers during this pres-
ent age. The reward for these is not
merely life, but life on the highest
plane. In the ‘‘first resurrection’’
they are to obtain the divine nature,
even ‘‘glory, homor and immortal-
~ity.”’—Rom. 2:7.

The Highway of Holiness, refer-
red to in Isaiah 35, is the wayv on
which the world will be privileged
‘to walk during the thousand vears
of Christ’s reign, A suneceessful
‘walking on this way will lead to per-
feet life on earth, and to possession
-of all the blessings that God origi-
nallv intended man to. enjoy, and
which man will enjoy in the grand

--outworking of the divine plan.

God desires the fruit of righteous-
‘ness and truth and mercy and love.
‘The prophet says: ‘“What doth the
Lord require of thee, but to do jus-
tice, and to love merey, and to walk
humbly with thy God?’’ The Lord
will eventually require righteous-
‘ness, justice and merey of the entire
world, but at the present time He
.is especially looking for these qual-
ities in those who have covenanted
to serve Him; and the warning is
-given that ‘‘every tree that bring*
eth not forth good fruit is hewn
-down and cast into the fire.”’

The Master said that at a certain
time some would elaim that they
‘had been His diseiples, but that He
would disown them. Although they
-had been busy in doing what they
thought was His work, they had
not put Truth first and made that
their guiding star. - They had not
-built the structure of their lives on
-a - proper - foundation.

- To - illustrate  this matter : Jesns
-set forth a parable. He told of a
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man who built his house on a rock,
and of another who built his on the
sand. The first house stood all the
tests of wind and flood, because it
was firmly established; but when thg
elements began to rage, the house
built on the sand went down in®
complete overthrow. iSuch is the
difference, said Jesus, between thoge
who hear His sayings and DO them,
and those who hear them but fail to
carry them into practice. The first
class will stand the various trials
and testings, but the others will go
down in defeat. '

In the present age, which is one
of marked uncertainty, ecommotion,
and upheaval, we can see the impor-
tance of a sure and solid foundation.
We read, ‘“Other foundation can no
man lay than that whieh is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.’”’ Those who
trust in Him ecan truly say,

‘“On Christ the solid rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand.”’

QUESTIONS:

Would an application of the Golden Rule
reform society$ If so, how?

‘What has made the gate strait and the
way narrow that leadeth unto life? Why
are there so few that find this way$

Who are the false prophets of the pres-
ent time% Are thiey referred to elsewhere
in the Scriptures? How do they operate?

What is the kind of fruit that God re-
quires of XHis people?

How can we build on the solid rock?
How on the sand? What tests will prove
the kind of foundation beneath our housc?

JESUS’ POWER TO HELP
February 18: Matthew 9:1-13

And He entered into = ship, and passed
over, and came into His own city.

And, hehold, they brought to Him a man
sick gf the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus
seeing their faith said unto the sick of the
palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be
1orgiven thee.

And, behold, certain of the scribes said
within themselves, This man bilasphemeth.

And Jesus knowing thelr thoughts said,
Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?

For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins
be forgiven thee; or' to say, Arise, and
walk*?

But that — may know that the Son of
man hath power on earth to forgive sins,
then saith He to the sick of the palsy,
Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine
house,

And he arose, and departed to his house.

But when the multitudes saw it, they
marvelled, and glorified God, which had
given such power unto men.

And as Jesus passed forth from thence,
He saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at
the receipt of customs: and He saith unte
him, Follow Me. And he arose and followed
Him.

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at
meat in the house, behold, many publicans
and sinners came and sat down with Him
and His disciples. ’

And when the Pharisees saw it, they
sald unte His disciples, Why eateth your
Master with publicans and sinhners?

But when Jesus heard that, He said
unto them, They that be whole need not
a physician, but they that are sick.

But g0 ye and learn what that meaneth.
I. will have. mercy and not sacrifice: for -I
am not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance. = ’ .

GOLDEN TEXT: .I will have
mercy, and not sacrifice; for I am
not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.—Matt. 9:13

’E HE lesson for today connects
bodily ailments with sin, and we
know that the relation between the
two i3 the same as that which is be-
tween effect and cause. Sin i1s actu-
ally the cause of all the sickness
and also all other sorrow and pain
that are in the world. Every vio-
lation of God’s law is sin, and ‘‘the
wages of sin is death’’; and the way
to death is a way of anything but
unalloyed happiness, for it is at-
tended by a thousand ailments that
affliet humanity.

The seribes. and pharisees did not
realize the source of the power of
Jesus. They accused Him of casting
out devils by Beelzebub, the prince
of devils. His pronouncement, ‘‘Thy
sins be forgiven thee,”’ was quite
incomprehensible to them. It looked
like blasphemy, for who but God,
they reasoned, had the power ftfo
forgive sins? The whole decalogue
of the Jews was aimed against sin,
and that Law had been given to
them by God Himself. To Him
surely belongs the power fo punish
or forgive sin!

Jesus knew what was in the
minds of the pharisees and scribes,

. and He at once pointed out their

error., Had they known that He
was the Son of God, they would not
have questioned His power. But
when the multitude beheld the mir-
acle that He performed, they mar-
velled and glorified God.

“As Jesus went forth He beheld
a man sitting at the receipt of cus-
toms. He was a tax gatherer for the
Roman government. His name was
Levi, but he was subsequently known
as Matthew. He was evidently a
man of means, for on one occasion
he made a great feast in his own
house, verhaps to introduce to Jesus
some of his former companions and
friends. His business was ealeulated
to give him a good knowledge of hu-
man nature, and he would bes es-
vecially capacitated to reach the
hearts of nublicans and sinners. In
due time he became the author of
the book of Matthew, which sets
forth historical wroofs that Jesus
is the Messiah, the One so long ex-
pected by the Jews.

Matthew himself tells the story
of how he was ecalled to follow
Jesus, Nothing more simple and
straightforward than this narrative
could be penned. Once more let us
look at it: ‘‘As Jesus passed from
thence He saw a man named Mat-
thew sitting 4t the receipt of ems-



toms: and He saith unto him, Fol-
low Me. And he arose and followed
Him.’’ Jesus was not looking for
a great multitude to become His dis-
_ciples. He was looking for but a
few; and here in Matthew He saw
a man whose heart was pure, and
who had the ability to make good
as a Christian and an apostle. And
Matthew must have seen the truth
as it shone forth in Jesus; for, with-
ount a long argument, without a hun-
dred and one excuses, he arose and
followed the Master,

In eating with publicans and sin-
ners, Jesus was true to His calling.
He was not supercilious, ag so many
of the world’s great ones have been.
His message was to 'the humble
and the lowly of earth. Not many

- wise, great, or learned were to be
of this company. His eall to sinners
was to repentance. Repentance has
been defined as ‘‘sorrow for sin and
a sincere effort to forsake it.”’ This
is the first thing necessary in the
way of approach to God,

QUESTIONS:

... What is the relation between physical
illness and sin? Define sin. How will
I:noral and physical improvement take place
in the age of Christt

‘Why could not the scribes and Pharisees
. see that Jesus was Christ and thus recog-
nize the source of His power?

Who was Matthew? Was his occupation
8 popular one with the Jews§ Why 4did
Jesus call him? Does Matthew show hu-
mility in telling of this incident?®
. Why did Jesus eat with publicans and
sinners? What is the meaning of the say_
ing, “‘'T will have mercy and not sacrifice’'d
Is there no call to sacrifice$

: !
THE TWELVE SENT FORTH
Feb. 25; Matt. 9:36-38; 10:1-11, 38

But when He saw the multitudes, He
Wwas . moved with compassion on them, be-
\cause they fainted, and wore scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

Then saith He unto His disciples, 'The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the lab-
ou;,ers are fow;

ray ye therefore the Lord of the har-
vest, that He will send forth labourers into
the harvest.

And when He bad called unto Him His
twelve disciples, He gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them out,
‘and to heal all manner of sickness and all
manner of disease.-

Now the names of the twelve apostles are

- bhese; The first, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James
the son of Zebedes, and John his brother;

Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and
'.IAIlal-)bliI:hew the dpu;l;g;n; Ja.meﬁ the son of

lphasus, an aeus, w.
was - Thaddaeus; = 086 snrmame

Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot,
who also betrayed Him,

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com-
manded them paying, G0 not into the woy

. of the Gentiles, and into any city of the
Samaritans enter ye not;

~ But go rather to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.

And as ye go, preach, saying, The King-
dom of heaven is at hand.

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise
the dead, cast out devils; freely ye have
received, freely give.

He that loveth father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me; and he that
- loveth son or daughter more than Me is
not worthy -of Ma,
~«And ‘he that taketh not his cross, and

~-"followeth .after Me, 18 not worthy of Me.
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GOLDEN TEXT: The harvest in-
deed is plenteous, but the laborers
are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that He send forth
laborers into His harvest.—
Matthew 9:37, 38

HE condition o £ humanity

must have been a dreadful
spectacle in the eyes of Jesus, _All
about Him He saw greed, injustice,
exploitation and oppression. Truly
the power of evil had made tremen-
dous strides in the world. The
people had had no great leader in
whom they could trust, and to whom
they could go with their sorrows.
They were ‘‘scattered abroad,’”’ and
as sheep not having a shepherd.

And there before Him Jesus be-
held a harvest work to do. The
Jewish era had covered some eigh-
teen centuries, but now the harvest
had arrived. It was a separating
time. As John had said, Jesus was
to ‘‘gather the wheat into His barn,
but to burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire,’’ This gathering
work duly took place, and 1t was in
connection therewith that Jesus ex-
horted His followers. to pray that
laborers be sent forth into the har-
vest. And it was this very harvest
work to which He sent His follow-
ers forth, giving them the power
that He knew they would require.

The twelve chosen by Jesus were
all different types of men. Peter
was impulsive, John was very affee-
tionate, Bartholomew was exemp-
lary in his charaeter, and each of
the cothers showed charadteristics
of his own. Being themselves dif-
ferent, thev were the better quali-
fied to deal with different kinds of
people. They had a hard world to
face, and they would need to be
‘‘wise as -serpents, harmless as
doves,”’ for they were, as the Mas-
ter said, going forth ‘‘as sheep in
the midst of wolves.”’

Jesus told the twelve not to go in
the way of the (Gentiles, nor enter
into Samaritan ecities, beecause the
time was not yet arrived when the
Gospel should be preached to the
Gentiles. ‘‘Seventy weeks’’ (four
hundred and ninety years) had been
prophesied as a period allofted
wherein the Jews should be granted
a certain favor. (Dan. 9:15-27.) In
the midst of the seventieth week
the Lord was to ‘‘cause the saeri-
fice and the oblation to cease’’ (by
the death of Jesus), so that the full
end of the ‘‘seventy weeks’’ would
bhe three and a half yvears after the
crucifixion of Christ.

God has His ‘‘times and seasons’’
for all things. The Jewish harvest
was begun with Jewish people, the
natural wseed of Abraham. Could
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Christ have obtained enough from
the natural seed to compose the
spiritnal seed, there would have been
no need of any call to the Gentiles
whatsoever. But in the main the
Jews were not alive to their privil-
eges. It is said of Jesus that ‘‘He
came unto His own, and His own
received Him not.”’

Speaking of the Israelites in
prophecy, David had said, ‘‘Let
their table be made a snare, and a
trap and a stumbling bloek, and a
recompence unto them. Let their
eyes be darkened that they may not
see, and bow down their back al-
way. (Aets 11:9,10.) Yet, though
but few Jews responded to God’s
speeial message, the Gospel was
confined to their nation till the
““due time’’ arrived to make a
change.

Jesus gave the twelve an express
commission, defining exactly what
they were to do. They were to trav-
el light, not to load themselves down
with baggage, not to earry money.
He foreknew that they would be
hospitably received and entertained
by those who would receive their
message. At a later time, when con-
ditions had changed, He advised
them to provide for themselves be-
fore they started out. He gave-
them assurance that He would be
with them in spirit, and that all
their interests would be taken care- -
of

QUESTIONS:

What was the harvest work in the time
of Jesus? How is it related to the har_
vest work today?

Name the twelve apostles.
some of their characteristics?

Why did Jesus tell the twelve not to.
go to the Gentiles$ Did they go to the
dentiles at a later time?

How has Christ been made a stumbling-
stone to both the houses of Israelf

Why did Jesus tell the apostles not to-
take money or provisions with them% Did.
tﬁhey? receive different advice at a later
time

yr
What were

JESUS’ TESTIMONY
CONCERNING HIMSELF
March 4: Matt, 11:2-6, 16-19, 25-30

Now when John had heard in the prison
the works of Christ, he sent two of his:
disciples,

And said unto Him, Art Thou He that.
should come, or do we look for another?

Jesus answered and said unto them, Go
and show John again those things which
ye do hear and see; :

The blind receive their sight, and the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the:
poor have the gospel preached to them,

And blessed is he, whosoever shall not
be offended in Me. '

But .whereunto .shall I liken this gener--
ation? It is like unto children sitéing in
the markets, and calling unto their fellows,

And saying, We have piped unio you,
and ye have not danced; we have mournmed
unte you, and ye have not laménted.

For John came neither eating nor drink-
Ing, and they say, He hath a devil.

The Son of man came eating and drink--
ing, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous,.
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and a winebibber, a friend of publicans
and sinners. But wisdom is justified of
her children.

At that time Jesus answered and said,
Y thank Thee, O Father, T.ord of heaven
and earth, because thon hast hid these
-things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes.

Even so, Father: for so it seemed good

in Thy sight.

; All things are delivered unto Me of My
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, bui
the Father; neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whomso-
ever the Son will reveal Him.

Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
.are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.

For My yoke is easy, and My burden
1s - light.

GOLDEN TEXT:  Come unto Me,

ail ye tnat labor and are heavy

laden, and I will give you rest.—
Matthew 11:28

OHN THE BAPTIST was the
last wof the Old Testament
prophets. Jesus pronounced ¢on-
cerning him the eulogy that ‘‘of
those born of women there hath not
arisen a greater than John the Bap-
tist.”’ John had been faithful in
doing the work assigned him. IHe
had baptised many in the Jordan,
and he had pointed out Jesus as
‘‘“the Lamb of God that taketh a-
way the sin of the world.”” He had
previously said, ‘‘There cometh one
after Me whose shoe latchet I am
not worthy to unloose. He will bap-
tize you with the holy spirit and
with fire.”’

No doubt Jobn had taken a keen
interest in all miracles performed
by Jesus, for such mighty deeds in-
dicated that He was indeed -the
Messiah. But now things did not
look so bright, for John himself
‘was in prison. Whether or not he
was justified in committing the act
that caused him to be placed in
prison, does not affect the facts of
the case as they are presented in to-
day’s lesson.

John evidently had been sizing
up the situation. Jesus was still
preaching, but the seribes, phari-
sees and leaders were lined up a-
gainst Him. The prospeet was not
cheering. John did not enjoy the
light that came to the diseiples of
Jesus at a later time. The matter of
the heavenly Kingdom had not been
opened up to him. He was watch-
ing the signs of the times,

So John sent a message to Jesus,
saying, ‘‘Art thou He who should
-come, or do we look for another?”’
What an important question this
was! How anxiously John must
‘have awaited the answer. He had
-gtaked everything on the faet that
Jesus was the Christ. Could it be
possible .that he had been mistaken?
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John did not mince words; he puf
the matter élear and straight and
plain.

And how did Jesus answer? He
did not say, ‘‘Yes, I am the Christ.”’
What He did, however, was to peint
to the proofs. The evidences were
unmistakable. He said, ‘“Go and
show John again those things which
ve do hear and see: The blind re-
ceive their sight, and the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have the gospel preach-
ed to them.”” We can believe that
when John again reviewed the sit-
uation, he was rejoiced in his heart,
being fully assured that Jesus was
the Messiah that was prophesied.

Are there some today who require
assurance? It may be that there
are. Perhaps matters are not head-
ing up as fast as they had expected.
They may have looked for the
downfall of the old world-system
at a certain time, only to feel dis-
appointed when it did not take
place. Perhaps they thought that
the church would be taken up to
heaven ere this; and that, too, is not
in evidence. Members of the church
are still here, and still proclaiming
the message of the divine Kingdom.

Has anything failed, or is every-
thing all right and just as we might
expect it to be at this ending veriod
of the ace? Yes, we can confidently
call attention to the great plan of
the ages as we have learned to know
and to love it. In all its provortions
it is beautiful. Moreover, it speaks
in provheey of a time of trouble to
come to the kincdoms of the earth.
which will overwhelm the powers of
control.

We can see the various wportents
and signs of approaching echange.
There is no reason in the world whv
anv one should become discourared
now. The trnth is just as sound and
sure as we deemed it at first. Tet
us therefore rejoice, knowing that
the world’s deliverance from sin
and death is soon to be gloriously
achieved. Let us enjoy the rest of
faith that Jesus has promised to
all that labor and are heavy laden.

QUESTIONS:

Was .Tohn discouragedy Why did he
send discinles to enquire if Jesus were
the Christ?

Why did Jesus answer
manner that He did¢

What is meant by the expression,
dom is justified of her children’’%
,Whom are the babes that God has re-
vealed things unto? Why have such things
been thidden from the wise and prudent¢

What is the yoke of Christ? How do the
weary ones receive rest from Him#$

John in the

Y Wis_

Canon Criticised
(Continued from page 9)

‘eclipse occured in the month of

March, six years after Tiglath
Pileser’s reign ended.” The writer
of these words may have been mis-
led by certain statements he may
have read on this subject; for in-
stance, Guiness, in his book, “The -
Approaching End of the Age,”
states that this eclipse “is mention-
ed in the Annals of Sargon, King
of Assyria.”

It is true that there is what ap-
pears to be a reference to an eclipse
of the moon on one of the Assyr-
ian ‘tablets, which recounts Sar-
gon’s expedition against Musasir
(Armenia). The tablet notes cer-
tain favorable omens which had been
given Sargon before| setting out
upon the campaign; and, among
these, ‘“as a favorable sign for
gaining power, the god Magur
(the moon) lord of the disk, came
to rest at the watch, portending the
overthrow of Gutium.”

Now, the Eponym canon records
the campaign against Musasir in
the year which corresponds to the
ninth; of Sargon’s ‘reign; but if
this were a reference to the eclipse
of 721 B. C. it would, according
to the accepted datings of the two
canons, have to be in his first year;
yet it is a fact that, when the dat-
ings of the Assyrian canon are re-
vised to agree with Bible chronolo-
gy, the ninth year of Sargon’s
reign is seen to hé the year 742
B. C., in which a lunar eclipse did
occur in the month of May, when

Sargon’s preparations for the
vear’s campaign would have heen
going on.

to the Assyrian
FEponym tablets, it may be stated
that there is a reference to one
solar eclipse as follows: “Revolt
in the city of Assur. In the month
of Simanu (May or June) an eclip-
se of the sun took place.” The ca-
on places this in the reign of a
king named Assur-dan III of As-
syria, and since calculations show
that a total eclipse of the sun oc-
cured on June 15th, 763 B. C., this
date is assigned by historians to
the eponymous year of the above
record, and wupon this testimony
alone the dating of the entire canon
is fixed. :

' (Continued on page 33) - .

With regard
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THE STORY

‘e FTER the city of Jericho fell, the Israelites

proceed to drive out their enemies and take
possession of the whole land of Canaan. But for
nearly five centuries they did not have kings over
_them, but were ruled by ‘judges’. Ome of these judges
was named Gideon, and he is the man I'm going to
tell you about at this time.” Thus began Uncle Eb,
as we all seated ourselves for another one of his inter-
esting Bible stories.

“Now, to enable us to see just what condition
Israel was in at this time, T think I'll ask one of you
to-read to us from the sixth chapter of the book of
Judges. T see that John has a nice big Bible today,
so we'll see what he can do in the reading line.”

John soon found the place; then, after a short
-pause, he remarked, “It’s a mighty long chapter.”

“Well, the first six verses will do for us now,”
replied Uncle Eb. ’

John then read them right through, as follows:

“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of
the Lord: and the Lord delivered them into the hand
.of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian pre-
vailed against Israel: and because of the Midianites
the children of Israel made them dens which are in
the mountains, and caves, and strong holds. And so
it was that when Israel had sown, that the Midianites
came up, and the Amalekites and the children of
the east, evén they came up against them; and they
encamped against them, and destroyed the increase
©of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor oxen nor ass.
For they came up with their cattle and their tents,
and they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for
both they and their camels were without number: and
they entered into the land to destroy it. And Israel
was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites:
and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord.”

“So you see, from what John has just read, that
Israel was in a hard place at this time,” said Uncle Eb.
“Had the people served the Lord their God, and
obeyed Him, He would have protected them against
their enemies. But they misbehaved very badly, and
so the Lornd allowed them to suffer under the hand
of the Midianites for a period of seven years. Then,
in their terror and distress, the Israelites cried unto
the Lord, and He sent them deliverance in quite a
remarkable way. {

“The Israelites had taken up their quarters in caves,
where they also stored their grain and other neces-
sary things. Some were asking help of false gods,
and at the altar of a certain idol called Baal there
was a man named Joash, with his family, who were
offering up gifts to this false deity.

“Now this man Joash had a son called Gideon who

OF GIDEON

had not bowed down to any of those idols, but had
kept his faith in God secure. This young man was
accustomed to threshing wheat by the winepress, in
small quantities, so as to keep it hidden from the
Midianites. As he worked away I suppose he often
looked out across the country to see if any cloud of
dust signaled the coming of the enemy. Evidently
he also felt ashamed and disgusted with his kinsmen
for continually hiding in dens and caves, instead of
going out and boldly facing the marauders and put-
ting them to flight. Hence Gideon finally became a
military leader: and he proved to be a very strong
and valiant man, as our story will show. It came
about in this way.

“One day there came an angel from the Lord, who
sat down under an oak tree near where Gideon was
threshing. And the angel said to Gideon, “The Lord
is with thee, thou mighty man of valor.’ And Gideon
replied to the angel, and said, ‘If the Lord is with
us, why then is all this befallen us? And where be
all the miracles which our fathers told us of, saying,
Did not the Lord bring us from Egypt? But now the
Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands
of the Midianites.’

“Then the angel told Gideon that he was to save
Israel from their enemies. And Gideon asked how he
could ever save Israel, since he belonged to a poor
family and had no means with which to organize and
equip an army. Then the Lord promised that He
would be with Gideon, and that he should surely smite
the Midianites. ’

“Then Gideon went inside and brought out some
meat and some cakes; and, at the comunand of the
angel, he placed these on a rock. Then the angel
touched these with the end of his staff, and there
arose a fire which burned up both the cakes and the
meat. Now when this took place’ Gideon knew that
he had seen an angel, and he {eared that he might
die. But the Lord assured him his life was safe.

“Then the Lord told Gideon to cut down the altar
of Baal that night. So Gideon did this quite thorough-
ly; and the next merning the people found not only
the altar, but also the grove of trees that was near it,
cut down. Of course they were very angry over the
affair; and when they found out who had done the
act, they demanded that the guilty person be put to
death. But Joash the father of Gideon took his part,
and persuaded the people that Baal could protect
himself, if he really were a god. .

“About this time all the Midianites and the Amale-
kites, and the children of the east, gathered themselves
together for a raid on the Israelites. Then the spirit
of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he sent messen-
géts to the various tribes telling the people to gather
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around him for protection. In this way he collected
an army in short order, for the people were greatly
in need of a leader. And the Lord gave Wm a sign
by which he would know that God was with him. He
was told to set out a fleece of wool, and in the morn-
ing the fleece would be wet and the earth around it
would be dry. And this sign worked, just as prom-
ised. Then Gideon asked for another sign. So the
next night Gideon put out the fleece and in the morn-
ing the fleece was dry and the earth was wet. As
this sign had been suggested by Gideon himself, he
now was perfectly satisfied that the Lord was on his
side. :

“Now Gideon gathered a great army of thirty-two
thousand men, though this was small in comparison
with the army of the Midianites. But what do you
suppose God thought of this army of the Israelites?
Why instead of thinking it too small, God thought
it too large. You see, the Lord did not want the
people to think that they were to gain the victory by
their great numbers, but that God was to gain the
victory for them. Then the Lord told Gideon to bid
all those who were afraid, to go back home. So no
less than twenty-two thousand of the people returned
home, and this left an army of only ten thousand men
to fight the enemy.”

“Uncle Eb,” asked Peter, “what were the twenty-
two thousand men afraid of ?”

“Why,” replied Uncle Eb, “they were afraid of the

. Midianites. They had good reason to know what
fierce plunderers these were, because of the many
times the Midianites had swooped down upon them
and taken their goods. Of course God was stronger
than all the Midianites in the world; and had they
trusted in Him they would not have gone back home,
but would have boldly marched to the battle. But
they seemed to think that their cause was lost hefore
even a blow had been struck; and so away they went,
and Gideon had to get along without them.

“And now the brave General Gideon had only ten
thousand men, and what did the Lord think of this
little army? Instead of thinking it too small, He still
considered it too large. He Kknew that He could
rout the enemy with much fewer men than these,
so He applied another test. What do you suppose
He did this time?

“He led the army forth till they came to a spring
of water. Here, being thirsty, the men hastened to
drink. Some of them drank in one way, some in
another. Most of them lay right down to drink, while
a few lapped up the water in their hands without ly-
ing down: and these latter were the ones whom God
told Gideon to choose for war—and mind you, there
were only three hundred of these! But they were
enough for God’s purpose, and so they were led forth
to the battle, while the others all stayed behind.

“The Lord now told Gideon to take one man with
him and go down toward the host of Midian. So
when it came on dark and the deep shadows gathered
in the vale, Gideon and his companion left the little
army and glided down into the valley. Keeping in
the darkness the two kept on till they came to the
main part of the enemy’s camp and actually managed
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to creep in between two of the camp fires. And here
they heard a man tell a dream. In his dream he saw -
a cake of barley bhread come down the hillside and
tumble into the host of Midian and overthrow a tent.
And when this Midianite had told his dream to his
companion the Tater replied, “This is nothing else than
the sword of -Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of
Israel; for into his hands hath God delivered Midian
and all his host’

“When Gideon heard this dream:. he knew for a
certainty that he was to gain the victory. Then he
returned and divided his army into three companies,
and made each man take a trumpet, an earthen jug,
and a lamp. They all were to blow the trumpet and
break the jug or pitcher, and let the light shine, when
he gave the signal. So Gideon and the hundred men
that were with him came unto the outside of the

‘camp in the beginning of the middle watch, and the

300 Israelites did exactly what they had been to'd to
do. The blowing of the trumpets and the breaking of
the pitchers would make a dreadful din. Then they
all shouted, ‘The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.’

“You can imagine what a hubbub and what con-
fusion there was. The Midianites, thinking there was
a great army upon them, sprang up and in their con-
fusion turned their swords against one another.’ They
rushed about in the darkness, and saw lights flashing
here and there. The enemy apparently was coming in
from all sides. Then they turned and fled away as
fast as it was possible for them to go. The Israelites
pursued the Midianites and captured two of their
princes. It was a wonderful victory; and it was ac-
complished by the Lord, who used only three hundred
men.”

“Uncle Eb,” said Esther, “why did they carry
pitchers just to break them? Wouldn't something
elsg have done just as well P’ .

“I don’t know about that,” replied Uncle Eb. “Pit-
chers were very good for the purpose. Not only did
they use the pitchers for breaking and making a noise,
but they kept their lamps hidden in them till they got
to the enemy. Then they took out the lamps, broke
the pitchers, and ‘made all the noise they could. The
whole thing worked like a charm, and the result was

all they could desire. And now that you have asked
me a question, T think T'll ask you one. Is there any
big battle being fought at the present time? Who
knows the answer?"”

“T think vou mean the fight against Satan, don’t
you. Uncle?” asked Paul.

“Yes, son,” replied Uncle Eb; “the Bible speaks
of the world, the flesh and the devil, which are all to
be fought by the Christian. And there is a great
Gideon today, also; now who knows who he is?”

“T guess it is Jesus,” said Ruth.

“Right you are, Ruth,” said Uncle Eb; “Jesus is
the mighty' Captain who can always give the victory.
He will never forsake His people. His army on earth
is a small one, but it cannot know defeat while serv-
ing under such a great Leader. And has He givenr
us any trumpet to blow 7’

None of us could answer this question, so Uncle Eb

(Continued on page 33)
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_TALKING THINGS OVER

LREADY one month of 1934 is in the past,
which reminds ws that we are steadily moving
onward toward the Kingdom; in point of time, and we
trust from the standpoint of spiritual progress as
well. Real progress toward the Christian’s goal can
be made only in proportion as all the instructions of
the divine Word are heeded. These instructions are
all comprehensive in their scope, and none of them
should be ignored. An effort to reach as nearly as
possible to the perfect standard of purity and right-
eousness; zeal to study the Bible in order to know
the divine will; a consuming love for the brethren
which will manifest itself in actual service for them
assembling with others of like precious faith as often
as possible; faithfulness and delight in the privilege
of prayer; zeal in preaching the gospel and encourag-
ing others to do so; and a desire to do good even to
our enemies: these are ampng the important things
that are enjoined upon the Christian by the inspired
Word, and the doing of which will constitute faith-
fulness in following in the Master’s footsteps.
Letters from our readers indicate that encouraging
progress is being made in all the various ways men-
tioned; that the friends everywhere are endeavoring
to put on the whole armour of God. The great adver-
sary would like to have us bhecomie specialists along
some one particular line of thought or endeavor and
thus become biased in our viewpoint of the truth, as
- well as in our attitude toward others. Every Christ-
ian needs to be on the watch along this line. Other-
wise we are liable to become like the brother years
ago who made such a constant study of the subject of
humility, and applied himself so completely and earn-
estly to it, that finally he reached the point where he
was proud of his humility. When we get a proper
view of ourselves and of the truth we will have no
- occasion to be proud of anything so far as our own
accomplishments are concerned; and will give God
the glory for everything. 4
Another encouraging evidence of progress is the
fact that the friends everywhere seem more and more
determined to stand fast in the liberty of Christ. This
reveals the presence and working of the holy spirit:
“For where the spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.”
It is not easy to all at once overcome the influence of
centuries of wrong thought and practice in the way
of setting up human heads, channels, headquarters and
“other wrongly constituted authorities over the people
of God. But graciously, kindly but firmly our loving
Heavenly Father is leading us along in the path of
the just, and as' we approach nearer and nearer to
the perfect day, the vail of human leadership which
ever prevents a true vision of our real Head and
Leader, is, in divine providence being pushed aside,
and how much brighter thus becomes our pathway!
We rejoice in the evidence that many are heing

blessed through the pages of THE DAWN, but we
besecech our readers not to lean upon it, nor to think
of it as some exclusive means by which God is bless-
ing His people at this time. Such an attitude pro-
duces sectarianism, and to the extent that sectarian-
ism rules the mind, the spirit of the Lord is lacking.
Let us rather take the other view, the Scriptural view,
that all of God’s consecrated people are servants—
servants of one another, and commanded to preach
the gospel to all men as they have opportunity—and
whether the service is rendered orally, or by the
printed page, it is alike acceptable to God. Let us
then unite our bearts in prayer for all, in America,
as well as in other parts of the world, who in sincerity
and in truth, are endeavoring to let their light shine
for the blessing of others: “All ye aref brethren, and

one is your Master, even Christ.”
[ ]

Activity in England

We have made mention in these columns before of
the Bible Students Committee in England. This com-
mittee represents and serves a large number of friends
in the British Isles, and is enthusiastic about making
known the glad tidings of the Kingdom. The commit-
tee has published an abbreviated editioni of The Divine
Plan of the Ages, which seems to be meeting with’
considerable favor with British friends. The commit-
tee has written us about it but we have been undecided
as to what action to take. Perhaps our readers can
help us decide. We publish the Committee’s letter, in
part, as follows: :

““We are sending you herewith a specimen copy of
‘The Divine Plan—In Brief.” It is a digest of Volume
1 of Seripture Studies; produced in this eondensed form
with the objeet of helping busy people to consider the
subject; hoping that all who read will be benfited, and
that some among them may be encouraged to study
Present Truth more fully,

‘“We are wondering if you might care to take a good
supply of these booklets before the type is broken up.
If we could hear from you soon we could use your im-
print in place of our own....

“‘It is our hope that a wide distribution of this little
brochure might lead to a good demand for the First
Volume, if not the following ones.””’

The foregoing letter tells the story. We have gone
over the specimen copy sent to us, and find that it is
a word for word extract from The Divine Plan of
the Ages, and while two-thirds of the original book
is omitted, yet the continuity of thought is well main-
tained. If the demand for a booklet of this kind in
America warrants it, we will be glad to order a sunply.
Otherwise we would suggest that friends desiring
the booklet deal direct with the British friends. We
do not know the retail price, but all information ean
be obtained from. Bible Students Commijttee, 204
Broadway Chambers. Letchworth, Herts, England. -
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The Public Meetings in Los Angeles

As announced in the January DAWN, the Los
Angeles Ecclesia is sponsoring a series of eight pub-
lic meetings. A letter from the secretary gives us a
brief report of the second meeting, as well as other
interesting information. We quote the letter in part:

‘‘Yesterday’s meeting was another success. Most of
the circulars were distributed in a different territory
than the week before, indicating the same measure of
interest in other sections of the city, There were 212
in attendance, and the audience was very attentive.
During the past week Brother- Wood scoured the city
for used First Volumes for our lending library, and
secured 35, Some of the sisters took advantage of the
opportunity to deliver the loans in person, and. had some
delightful experiences in doing so. Most of the people
had praise for the words of truth and encouragement
as given by Brother Pollock. We find that without a
doubt there is plenty of work in the field to do for those
who wish to take the opportunity; and those who do
find that it is a definite help in their new creature
development, as it gives an opportunity to ‘exereise’
the knowledge they have -stored up in study and con-
sideration of the Lord’s Word. Tt is an aid in the de-
velopment of the graces of the spirit. We rejoice in
these privileges that the Lord has provided.

‘“What a privilege it is to work together in this way!
So much greater is the privilege when we know that
the work is in the King’s service. Qur prayers go up on
your behalf, as well as on behalf of all the dear friends
everywhere. Pray for us too, that we may be found
faithful to the very end.”’ : '

The First Junior Convention

Interest among the young . folks in various cities
throughout the country seems to be increasing. We
are in receipt of a very interesting letter from an
earnest junior in Detroit, Mich., in which is a report
of a Junior Convention that was held there last fall.
We quote the letter in part as follows: " '

¢‘Qreetings in the name of our Redeemer and Lord!
I am taking this opportunity to write to you and in-
form you of the wonderful blessings I have received in
reading THE DAWN, which I have been receiving for
the last year. ’ :

‘“Here in Detroit we have a Junior Bible Students
Class. Last Labor Day we had :a Junior Convention,
the first of its kind ever to be held anywhere. Seventy
attended, and these were from various places, such as
Chicago, Grand Rapids, Cleveland and Buffalo. I am
sure the event was one which all will remember for
some time to come. It was a great encouragement. It
really is wonderful to see so many young folks taking
interest in God’s fountain of life—the Word of God,
the Bible.

‘“We also have weekly meetings in which we devote
our time to the study of the 4th Volume, ‘The Battle
of Armageddon,” and on Sundays we study the 1st Vol-
ume, ‘The Divine Plan of the Ages,” from which we
learn more of God’s wonderful. plan.

*‘Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion
one for another, giving thanks always for all things
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus

. Christ,”? . :

The Message in Spokane, Washington

‘The’ following report of Brother Kendall’s visit in
'Spokane was Sent to us by a brother in the Spokane
Ecclesia. It speaks for itself: ' ‘

DAWN-

“‘Dear Brethren -in Christ: Re previous correspon-
-dence relative to Brother Kendall’s ministry here, and
our efforts to make it a suceess, I wish to advise that
owing to sickness, personal views on the part of a few
against publie meetings—eclaiming that the work-is done,
ete,—also our financial straits, we failed to get out
about 500 of the handbills, However, somewhere be-
tween .350 and 500 people listened to what I believe
to be the best discourse ever delivered in that taber-
nacle. The audience not only listened, but bent forward
with eyes centered upon the speaker, and the nodding
of heads in approval was of much evidence that our
brother’s words were -touching their hearts,” thus pos-
sibly penetrating through a covering of prejudice on
the part of some. L
- ‘“Ninety-three trial: DAWN subsecriptions were taken
as per enclosed list.. I am informed that the conver-
sation in street cars carrying attendants from the meet-
ing was upon the great lecture. One remark, ‘That man
knew what he was talking about,” and others of a sim-
ilar nature. 1 was approached by several commending
the speaker and the message. -We -are therefore grate-
ful, and thankful to:the Heavenly Father who gave us
evidence of His approval of our efforts, and to vou for
your cooperation and.kindness in supplying that which
we were so lacking. . . :

‘‘The private meetings were much appreciated, and
they brought rich blessings to us by which we were
strengthened and encouraged to exercise a greater zeal
and effort to do the will of our Heavenly Father.’’

Note: The public. meeting in Spokane was held on
a Saturday- night. : :

The Portland, Oregon Convention

The following interesting report of the Portland
Convention was received from the class secretary: -

““It is with great pleasure, brethren, and with sin-
cere giatefulness to the Giver of all good gifts, and to
those that were privileged to serve, that we are writing
to you as the fervent expression of many of the about
eighty-five dear ones who were able to be present at
our little convention {Dec. 31 and Jan. 1) from differ-
ent nlaces. T o

‘“Many cities and towns were represented. To men-
tion some: Seattle and Tacoma, Wash.; Vaneouver, B.
C.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; Salem, Roseburg, Mill City and
Tieard, Oregon; and Boise, Idaho.

‘“The central theme of the eonvention was, ‘Christ
in You,” and the disecourses were as a.whole of spirit-
ual tone, and exhortations to a closer walk with the
Lord. Some of the principal speakers were, Brothers
Kendall, Thompson, Cowe and Jenck. “ )

““It is not possible to give a detailed account of the
diseourses, as there were varied speakers and varied
opinions; but after listening to them all one felt that
the message that the Master had impressed upon the
mind of each -speaker was that the Lord loveth and
careth for His own. .

‘*Satisfaction was exvressed in regard to the. pro-
vision made for the physical needs of the friends—
the eclass serving lunch to the entire assembly—and
the -admirable service of those who had that work in
hand was highly commendable. o

““We-all realize the heed of heavenly wisdom and
guidance, ‘and desire that you will remember us at the
throne of grace, as we remember you.”’

The Lynn, Mass. Convention
We are glad also to give space to a report of the
New Year’s Convention in Lynn, Mass.:
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Some seventy brethren assembled together in Lynn
in eompliance with the Seriptures, and a very joyful and
profitable time was spent in discussing various features
of the truth; and especially the great favor that God
has extended to the church in that ‘‘we should be called
the sons of God.'’ :
. The Boston class was well represented at this gath-
ering; and, in spite of the very unfavorable weather, a
number of friends attended from more distant points.
other C. P, Bridges of Lynn served as chairman. The
- ppeakers were: Brothers 1. 1. Margeson, E. Proctor, H.
A_ ¥riese, G. M. Wilson, J. E. Dawson, W. N. Wood-
worti and Walter Sargeant. Brother W. F. Hudgings
was ligted on the program but was unable to be present.

A few of the good thoughts given by the speakers
are as follows:: We must not compromise with evil or
with the world. A certain ambassador to a foreign
country whq 'yielded to the blandishments of that count-
ry, and thus failed to properly represent the interests
of his own country, was recalled—‘Ye cannot serve
God and mammon.”’ Sometimes a car is put on the
proving grounds for as much as two years, during which
time it is tried out in every possible way before being
put on the market. The Christian is on the proving
grounds, and all the trials and tests which he undergoes
are calculated to fit him for his future work.

The Story of Gideon

(Continued from page 30)
went on: “Yes, He has certainly given us a trumpet.
We read about it in the second chapter of the hook
of Joel. Here the prophet says that we are to blow
the trumpet; and this means that we are to proclaim
the truth—the plan of God-—to those who will listen
to us.

“And we have pitchers, too, which must be broken.
The pitcher which the Christian uses is his fleshly
body. You will find it called a ‘pitcher’ in the 12th
chapter of Ecclesiastes. Some one has well said that
the human body is just a large pitcher filled with
vital fluids. When the Christian uses his body in the
Master’s service, he ‘breaks’ it—in the sense that he
expends his energies in that way.

“And this great fight is taking place in the ‘night-
time,” even as in Gideon’s case. The ‘morning’ has
not yet come to the world. Who of you knows just
what morning I mean, and when it will come?”

“I think you mean the Kingdom of Christ,” said
John. “You told us one day that it will be the world’s
great morning, when the sun of righteousness will
arise, and when all the darkness of sin and death will
disappear for ever, and every one will be happy and
folks will love one another, and the people will
all learn to become good. Isn’t that it, Uncle Eb?”

“Yes, John, and what yot've said is a real sermon,”
commented Uncle Eb. “I'm simply delighted to know
that you are learning God’s great plan so well.”

Speakers’ Appointments

The lListing of speakers does mot imply thut those listed
indorse the various articles appearing in THE DAWN, or
are in any way connected with the work represented by
THE DAWN,

With the exception of conventions, this service will be
limited to appointments outside of the speaker’s home
clags. In sending in appointments, please give date, hour
and address of meeting or else proper person from whom
such information can be obtained.

BROTHER H, E, ANDERSON:
Richmond Hill, N. Y., Feb. 25
(see convention announcement)
BROTHER W, T, BAKER:
Newark, N. J., Feb. 4, Herman Hall, 589 Orange street,
3 P. M.
BROTHER B. BOULTER:

Baltimore, Md., Feb. 4, Eden & Hoffman Streets, 3 P. M.
Wilmington, Del., Feb. 4, 404 West 31st street, 7:30 P M,

BROTHER O, P. BRIDGES:

Boston, Mass., Feb. 11, 30 Huntington Ave., 3 P. M.
North Brookfield, Mass., Feb. 25

BROTHER J, E, CLENDENING:
Passaic, N. J., Feb. 4, Carpenter’s Hall, Jefferson Street
and Hoover Avenue, 7 P. M

BROTHER J. L. COOKE:
Newark, N. J., Feb. 11, Herman Hall, 280 Orange St,
3 P. M.
Rickmond Hill, N. Y., Feb. 25
(see convention announcement)
BROTHER J, E. DAWSON:
Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 4, Batley Hall, 2748 Germantown
Ave, 3 and 7:30 P, M. :
Richmond Hill, N. Y., Feb. 25 i
(see convention announcement)
BROTHER C. F, GEORGE: .
Dugquesne, Pa., Feb. 4
Youngstown, QOhio, Feb. 11

BROTHER J. T. JOHNSON
New Kensington, Pa., Feb. 11

BROTHER GEQORGE KENDALL:
San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 1 to 4
FPasa Robles, Cal., Feb, 6
Atascadero, Cal., Feb. 7
Santa Barbara, Cal., Feb. 8
Los Angelzs, Cal., Feb. 9
Yucaipa, Cal., Feb. 10-11
Los Angeles, Calif.,, February 18, Odd Fellows Temple,

Oak & Washington Sts,, 3:30 P. M.

San Gabriel, Cal.
Eagle Rock, Cal.
Sunta Monice, Cal.
Hawthorne, Cal.
Long Beach, Cal.
Santa Ana, Cal.
Pasadena, Cal.
Los Angeles, Cal., Feb. 25
San Diego, Cal., March 4
Phoenix, Arizona, March 9-10-11

(Continued on inside front cover)

Dates for these points can be secured.
from A. W. Abrahamson, 24321 /2~
Rimpau Blvd.,, Los Angeles, Cal.

(Continued from page 28)

It is certain, in this instance, that
if the eclipse of 763 B. C. was the
one meant, the scribe departed
from truth and varacity, and that
the eclipse mentioned did not oc-
cur at the time stated. The As-
syrians were sun worshippers, and
an eclipse of the sun was an event

Historical Canons Criticised
looked upon as portending evil;
the probable motive therefore for
pushing the record of this eclipse
back into the reign of a previotis
king, where it was recorded in con-
nection with various calamaties in-
cluding a pestilence, in that and in
ensuing years, is not difficult to
discover.

Evidence will next be presented
to show that the total eclipse of the
sun of the year 763 B. C. is record-
ed in Scripture (Amos 8:9), and
that it occured in the reign of Tig-
lath-PileserIll, king of Assyria, as
the Bible history and chronology
seem to require.

(Concluded next month)
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OOR; fainting spzrzt, sttll hold on thy way
The dawn is near A
True, thou art weary; but yon brighter ray
Becomes more clear. .
. Bear up a little longer; wait for rest;
Yield not to slumber, though wlth tou oppressed

The m'glft of life is mornful, but, look':on—"_‘ ( )
—The dawn is near! i
Soon will earth’s shadowy scenes and forms be gone;

Yield not to fear
T’ie mountains’ summit will, ere long be gamed

And the bright world of joy and peace attamed.

“Joyful through hope, ’ thy motto still must be——
The dawn is near!
What glories will that dawn unfold to thee’
Be of -good cheer! W
Gird up thy loins; bind sandals on the feet'
The way seems dark and drear; the end is sweet.

I




