
Lesson 18

The End of That Age

By these waters also the world of that time was deluged
and destroyed.—2 Peter 3:6

Peo ple die and peo ple are born, but the earth lasts for ever
(Eccle si as tes 1:4). God had a rea son for cre at ing the earth—

he formed it for man kind to live on for ever (Isa iah 45:18). The
wicked ones were destroyed in the flood but the planet earth
remained. The flood water set tled into lakes and rivers, and dry
land was again vis i ble. The First Dis pen sa tion had ended and
another age had begun.

The First Dis pen sa tion lasted from the time of Adam’s cre ation
to the begin ning of the flood—a period of 1,656 years. Dur ing
that time the angels watched over man kind, but they brought so
much wick ed ness to the world that God would not let them con -
tinue.

The Sec ond Dis pen sa tion is known as the “pres ent evil world.”
It is divided into the Patri ar chal, Jew ish, and Gos pel ages.

Fol low ing the flood the Patri ar chal age began. It lasted until the 
death of Jacob. At that time God’s deal ings and favors were only
with a few indi vid u als. Some of these were Noah, Abra ham,
Isaac, and Jacob. The patri archs were counted per fect because of 
their faith in God and not because they were actu ally per fect as
Adam had been.

God changed Jacob’s name to Israel—his twelve sons and their 
fam i lies became the tribes of Israel. At his death, the Jew ish age
began when God dealt only with the Jews (the nation of Israel).

The Gos pel age started with the first advent of Jesus. When its
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work is com plete, the Mil len nial age will begin, which also starts
the Third Dis pen sa tion—the ages to come. God’s plan of the ages 
devel ops slowly, but it surely will come to pass. The earth will
be made glo ri ous and restored to all that was lost in Eden and
redeemed at Cal vary.

Cal vary was a hill not far from the walls of Jeru sa lem where
Jesus was cru ci fied and bur ied. Since the hill was shaped like a
skull, it was called cal vary, a word that means skull.

The earth itself was not destroyed in the flood.
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