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ITEMS OF INTEREST

. NEW EDITION OF DIVINE PLAN NOW READY.
The Divine Plan of the Ages, standard texthook of
Bible Students for f#ifty years, already has a eir-
culation of many nillions of copies; but still there is
a demand for it: and it is our hope that the new, cloth-
bound edition which is now ready will inerecase this de-
mand. It is the book supreme for imparting a full,
rounded-out knowledge of God’s plan for human re-
demption, Triends in various places are considering
the possibility of taking up the pastoral work through
the use of The Divine Plan of the Ages; and further
announcements will be made in the event that plans
along this line develop further.

The new edition is printed on a good grade of an-
tique-finish, white book paper, and is bound fn blue
cloth, with title stamped in gold. It is well made and
attractive. Single copies postpaid to any address, 50
cents. In lots of 10 or more, 30 eents each, plus pos-
tage. Special arrangements will be made for those who
desire to use these books in the colporteur work.

We take this oceasion to express our appreciation to
the Pastoral Bible Institute for the use of their plates
in the preparation of this new edition of the Divine
Plan.

INCIDENTAL PUBLICATIONS. In addition to the
Divine Plan of the Ages, we have a variety of inci-
dental truth publications dealing with specific subjects,
and all caleulated to stimulate interest in a further
study of the truth. A list follows:

‘‘God and Reason,’’ 128 pages, paper-bound, 20 cents
each, 7 copies for $1, postpaid.

‘‘Zionism in Prophecy,’’ G4 pages, 20 cenis, 7 copies
for $1, postpaid.

‘‘Bvolutionists at the Crossroads,”’ 128 pages, 25
cents each, 6 copies for §1, postpaid.

“‘The Truth About Hell,’' 32 pages, 10 cents each,
in lots of 10 or more, 5 cents cach, postpaid.

‘‘God’'s Plan in Brief,”’
postpaid.

100 pages, 15 cents each,

“Hymns of Dawn,’’ a reproduction of the original
Miltenuial Dawn Hymn Book, cloth-hound, 85 cents .
single copy, lots of 15 or more 73 cents cach, lots of
100 or more, 64 cents.

FREE TRACTS. Order as many of these as you
can use. Send for samples in order that you may select
the kind desired. In lots of 1,000 or more, we will bz
glad to print your local address on the tracts you use,
if you so desire. We also supply cireulars for adver-
tising public meetings, free.

The Dawn, 136 Fulton St.,, Broukiyn, N. Y.

ROUTING AGENT FOR NORTHWEST. In addi-
tion to the brethren named in the Mareh issue of The
Dawn who will serve in arranging pilgrim schedules,
we are glad to announce that Brother Clifford R Miles,
1108 West Glst Street, Seattle Wash.,, will take ecarec
of this work in the Northwest.

(Convention announcements on pages 32, 33)
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Called, Chosen and Faithful—An examination of the ar-
guments for and against the theory that the door to the
High Calling is now eclosed.

The Vital Test of Christian Discipleship—A timely re-
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tian endeavor. No subject more important for Christians
to consider. .
- God’'s Messages to Two Churches—A brief review of
some of the practical truths found in Revelation.

INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS:
The Sin of Adam and Eve
The Effects of Alcoholic Beverages
The Obedience of Noah
Abraham a Man of TFaith

THE CHILDREN'’S HOUR:
The Creation of Adam

THE FYACT FINDER:
God’s Kingdom Near
As the Lightning
Parousia, Epiphaneia, Apokolupsis
Identity in the Resurrection

OUTLINE FOR BEREAN STUDY:

TALKING THINGS OVER:
Springtime—DLiteral and Spiritual
An BEvidence of ‘‘New Times’’
Wilmington, Delaware, Convention
Australian Convention

14

20
21
22
23

24

26
27
28
28

29

30
31
31
32

NEXT MONTEIX

KNOW THY BRETHREN

Jesus prayed, ‘‘Sanctify them
through Thy truth, Thy Word is
truth.”” To what extent has the
truth of the Bible been understood
and adbered to down through the
centuries?  The article, ‘‘XKnow
Thy Brethren,”” deals with this
question in an interesting manner,
quoting liberally from available his-
torical reecords.

THE LORD’'S JEWELS

The first installment of this arti-
cle appeared in the March issue.
The discussion in the May Dawn
will deal with the individual char-
acteristics of the various kinds of
Jjewels, and how these illustrate im-
portant phases of Christian charac-
ter development.

TRUTH GENERAL AND TRUTH
DISPENSATIONAL

An article which is well caleulat-
ed to increase our appreciation of
the wonderful truths of the divine
plan which in the Lord’s providence
have been brought to light during
the harvest period of this Gospel
age.

PARADISE AND HEAVEN

This will be the last article in the
general series ‘‘Hope Beyond the
Grave,”’ and will examine Serip-
tural testimony concerning para-
dise and heaven. It will also deal
with the question as to whether
Enoch, Eljah, and others of the
0ld Testament period are now in
heaven. Also whether Christians in
this age go immediately to heaven
at the moment of death.

JEWISH DEPARTMENT

Promised for this month, but de-
laved.

Entered as second class matter at the Brooklyn, N. Y. Post Office, October 17, 1932, under Act of March 3, 1897. Published
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“THEY SHALL COME AGAIN”"

N MARCH 18 last, all America was horri-
fied by news of the gas explosion in a rural
school house in RC\ London, Texas, which
snuffed out the lives of half a thousand chil-
(ll‘en—~near1y all in the building at the time. This

catastrophe, probably the worst of its kind in history.
raised the question anew of what God has to do w ith
matters of this kind. Did He cause the explosion?
1f so, for what purpose? Could He have prevented
it? If so, why did Ile not use His power to save the
lives of those helpless children?

While the news of the death-dealing explosion in
New London was heart-rending and sad; while it
brought intense sorrow to the hundreds of parents
whose children were thus suddenly and cruelly wrest-
ed from them; vyet, in reality there were many more
than this number of minors who went down into
death that very same hour, about which we know but
little and consider less. We refer to the hundreds of
infants and children that die from so-called “natural”
causes every hour of every day——a casualty list that
started with the death of Abel, and has continued to
mount with increasing momeutum ever since. View-
ed from this comparative standpoint, the New London
calamity is but a small and incidental ripple on the
ever-swelling tide of death and sorrow with which
mankind is afflicted.

Why does God permit evil?

This is a question that has puzzled thinking men
and women in all ages. The only satisfactory ans-
wer to it is that which is disclosed by the plan of
Cod as outlined in the Bible. Thousands have been
comforted by understanding the divine plan. made
plain to them through the book, “The Divine Plan of
the Ages,” published first in 1886, a new edition of
which is now available. The divine plan reveals that
while God permits evils of this kind, He is not direct-
ly responsible for them; and that this divine permis-
sion is for the purpose of giving mankind an actual
experience with sin and its results?

God’s love and pity in the permission of suffering
and death are readily seen in the provision He has
made to restore life to all who have died. The period
during which this is to be accomplished is described
by the Apostle Peter as “times of restitution of all
‘rhmg%, Wth God hath spoken bv the month nf all
His holy prophets since the world began.” (Acts 3:
19-21.)  These “times of restitution.” the apostle dis-
closes. are to follow the second coming of Christ. It
is for this reason that present world events which in-
dicate so clearly that we are living in the “last davs.”
should cause all s
cause it means that the wonderful era of the worl
blessing is near, vea, even at the doors.

g

students of the Bible to rejnice. b -
D
i

A mass destruction of children, which was prob-
ably much greater than that of the Texas catastrophe,
was that ordered by Herod about two years after the
birth of Jesus. The total number of male children
thus put to death in Judea is not given in the Bible,
but it must have been tremendous. Tn Jeremiah 31
there is a prophecy concerning this in which these
murdered children are said to be in the “land of the
enemy”’—the land of death. The Lord comforts the
parents of these childrcn, and all other parents, with
the words: “Refrain thy voice from weeping and
thine eyes from tears, . for thy children shall come
again from the land of the enemy.”’

This, then, is the message of comfort whlch we are
pllvﬂegcl to speak to a sorrowing world today. A
message that sets forth the hope of the resurrection.
Through the influence of the dark-age creeds, death
is rendered even more horrible than it otherwise
would be, due to the fear of what might lie beyond
the grave. But the Bible portrays all the dead as
being “prisoners of hope,” being temporarily held in
the great prison house of death, where there is “no
knowledge, wisdom nor device,” and where all are
sleeping until the morning of the new day when they
“shall hear the voice” of the Son of man, and “shall
come forth.”-—TJohn 5:28.

THE SIT-DOWN STRIKE EPIDEMIC

THID SPT-DOWN strike is one of the latest in-
novatiens in the grim life and death struggle Dbetween
capital and labor.  The spirit of the “sit down" strikes
has gripped the nation so tightly, that even school
children are attempting it as a method of getting their
own way with their teachers. And not aione in Am-
erica, but in other parts of the world as well; and
among all classes of those who “work {for a living,”
even among some who don’t, the sit-down fever is
spreading.

Coptic monks, in Egypt, go on a sit-down strike
because they are deprived of some of their liberties
of visiting the townsfolk adjacent to the monastery
in which they are supposed to live a life of separation
from the world. Geisha girls (professional enter-
tainers) in Japan, betake themselves in a body to one
of the “holy” temples and sit down therein, refusing
to move until their demands are complied with, In
factories, department stores, restaurants, laundries;
and..in fact, in almost every line of occupation, people
scem to be getting the idea that they are out of stvle
anless they take their turn at “sitting down on the
job.

And the sit-down strike is far more difficult for
the emplovers to deal with than the old-fashioned
“walk out.”  The laborer has learned by experience,
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that with more than ten million people out of work,
the risk of having his job taken by another in the
event he walks away from it is becoming too great to
take a chance. But when he sits down right in the
factory, and defies the owners and the civil authori-
ties to touch him, it presents a problem that is caus-
ing no little concern to both big and little business
interests the country over,

The menace of the sit~-down strike is becoming
so ominous that government authorities are express-
ing fear that it will lead to a dictatorship in America.
Obviously, if two opposing parties cannot reach an
agreement, and it is necessary that the controversy be
stopped, a powerful influence from the outside must
be brought to bear upon them; and similar conditions
that have developed elsewhere in the world indicate
that “dictatorship” is the usual solution to the prob-
lem—alhough all will not agree that it is a very sat-
isfactory one. On March 24 President Roosevelt
“moved” to take some definite action in the crisis.

The student of the Bible, however, need not he
concerned over the final outcome of this struggle of
classes ws. the masses, because he will ind from the
sacred Word that this very condition of things was
foreknown of God and foretold by Tim thousands of
years ago, as that which would climax the reign of
sin and death, and which would immediately precede
the establishment of the Messianic Kingdom.  To
the student of prophecy. therefore, the sit-down
cpldeml( no matter what its final outcome may be,
is seen as but another skirmish, so to speak, in the
grim battle which is destined to humble and prepare
all classes of the world to receive its new King, the
Prince of Peace. Writing more than fifty years ago
on the rapidly developing controversy between the
Rightists and the ILeftists, the author of the “Divine
Plan of the Ages,” said:

““The two rival parties to the battle are already vis-
ible. Wealth, arrogance and pride are on one side, and
widely-prevailing poverty, ignorance, bhigofry and a
keen sense of injustice are on the other. Both, impelled
by selfish motives, are now organizing their forees all
over the civilized world. With our cves anointed with
truth, wherever we look we can see that the sea and
the waves are already roaring and lashing and {foaming
ont agafinst the mountains, as represented in the at-
tempts of anarchists and discontents whose numbers
are constantly inereasing. We can sce, too, that the
frietion bhetween the varions factions or elements of
society i1s rapidly getting to the point deseribed by the
prophets, when the earth (society) will be on five, and
the elemeits will melf and disinfegrate with the mutu-
allv generated heat.

““But the saint should take no part in this struggle.
His consecration vow was that he would strive and
grasp and run for a higher, a heavenly prize, and hence
he is weaned from earthly ambitions, and lahors not
for earthly things, (’\'C(,]){' to provide things decent and
needful; for he Js giving heed to the course and ex-
ample oi the Master and the apostles.

“By probing and inflaming ecither real or fancied
wounds and wrongs, we would do injury to those we
should be helping and blessing, thus spreading their

3

discontent, and hence their trouble. But by fulfilling
our niission, preaching the good tidings of the ransom
given for all, and the consequent blessings to come to
all, we shall be true heralds of the Kingdom-—its am-
hassadors of peace. Thus it is written, ““How beauti-
ful upon the mountains [kingdoms] are the feet of
yim- [the last members of the hody of Christ] that
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, that
bringeth good tidings of good.'—Isajah 52:7.

““The troubles of this ‘Day of Jehovah’ will give
opportunity for preaching the good tidings of coming
good, such as s seldom afforded, and blessed are they
who will follow the footsteps of the Master, and be the
good Samaritans binding up the wounds and pouring
in the oil and wine of comfort and cheer. The assur-
ance given such is that their labor is not in vain; for
when the judgments of the Lord are in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.’’—

Tsaiah 26:9.

MAN A WORSHIPPING CREATURE

ONIZ of the human characteristics which makes
man so distinctly different from all other ecarthly
creatures is his instinctive desire to worship a higher
power. While individuals may for a time seem to suc-
cessfully suppress this natural desire, and live their
lives wholly apart from religious influence, yet it is
just about impossible to entirely destroy in the hearts
of the masses, the remmant of this quality which was
originally implanted in the human breast. It was
tried in Russia, but latest reports from there indicate
that the effort is not proving to be as successful as
the authorities had hoped it might be.

The Russian newspaper, Izvestia, declares that
there has been an “alarming decrease” in the forces
organized to stamp out religion in Soviet Russia. It
said that the resulting situation was ‘“‘intolerable.”
The number of Bezbojniks, members of the militant
Godless League, in Russia, has fallen from 5,000,000
m 1923 to less than 2,000,000, and the organization
has ceased to exist in many provinces, the newspaper
asserts. Anti-religious work in thousands of villages
has Deen discontinued as the Communist youth
leagues have abandoned work among Russian youths.
Lectures and propaganda in factories and workers’
clubs also have ceased.

An interesting dispatch from Russia, published in
the New York Times, of March 21, tells of many in
the Russian Underworld, who, when given assurance
by the government that they would be given a chance,
gave themselves up to the authorities, confesscd their
wrong doings, and now are being given an opportun-
ity to ‘make good." The dispatch indicates that this
is having a powerful influence for good on the en-
tire Underworld )opuldtion of Russia. How quickly
the people of Russia and the whole world will yield to
the influence of the true religion of mercy and kind-
ness; and how glad all will be, when the Messianic
Kingdom is established, to learn of the true God.
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SPIRITS IN PRISON

“‘For Christ also hath once suf-
fered for sins, the just for the un-
just, that He might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the spirit: by which
also He went and preached unto the
spirits in prison; which sometime
were disobedient, when once the
longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water.’’ —
1 Peter 3:18-20.

THAT the truth of God’s Word
cannot be properly understood and
appreciated except by taking into ac-
count its entire testimony on a given
subject, is well illustrated by its sev-
eral statements eoncerning the condi-
tion and whereabouts of Jesus dur-
ing the interim between Iis death
and His resurrection.

In an Old Testament propheey
concerning Jesus, quoted by the
Apostle Peter, and applied by him
to the death and resurrection of the
Master, Jesus is said to have been
in hell. (Psa. 16:10; Acts 2:27-32.)
Throungh a misunderstanding of what
Jesus Himself said to the thief on
the cross many have been led to be-
lieve that He went to ‘‘paradise’’
the moment He died; and from a
surface reading of our present text
it would appear that He went sone-
where to preach to ‘‘spirits in
prison.’’

In a previous discussion we learn-
ed that the Bible hell is the condi-
tion of death; that sheol in the Old
Testament and hades in the New,
are words which deseribe a condi-
tion of utter unconsciousness. (Hecl.
9:10.) As Jesus died a ransom, or
substitute, for father Adam and his
race, thus taking the sinner’s place,
it thervefore was necessary that Ile
2o into this condition of death, the
Bible hell.

““He made Iis grave with the
wicked,”’” declares the prophet con-
cerning Jesus. (Isa. 53:9.) 1t is in
harmony with this basic fact of Bib-
lical truth that we must seek an un-
derstanding of whatever else the sac-
red Word may have to say concern-
ing the whereabouts of Jesus be-
tween the time of His death on the
eross and His resurrection from the
dead the third day thereafter.

In order to understand -clearly
just how it was possible for Jesus
to preach to ‘‘spirits in prison’’ at
a time when other Seriptures show
that Ile was unconscious in death, it
is necessary, first of all, to determine
who the ‘‘spirits’’ were to whom
He preached It is this information
that St. Peter gives us in the words,
““which sometime were disobedient,
when once the longsuffering of God
waited in the days of Noah.”’

In his second epistle Peter furnish-
es us with an even more definite
identification of the ‘‘spirits,”’
saying: ‘‘Tor if God spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast them
down to hell, and delivered them in-
to chains of darkness, to be reserved
unto judgment; and spared not the
old world, but spared Noah, the
eighth person, a preacher of right-
eonsness, bringing in the flood upon
the world of the ungodly.”’—2 Peter
2:4, 5.

From the foregoing guotations it
will be seen that the ‘‘spirits’’ to
whom Jesus preached were a certain
group of ‘‘angels’’ that had been
disobedient to God back at the time
of the flood. The Apostle Jude also
mentions these same heings, simil-
arly referring to them as ‘‘angels,”’
and describing their special sin as
being that they ‘‘kept not their first
estate.”’  Jude also explains, even
as Peter does, that these ‘‘angels”’
are now imprisoned, Jude adding

that they are in ‘‘chains of dark-
ness,’’ waiting for the judgment of
the great day.—Jude 6.

These ‘‘spirits in prison,”’ then,
are not the ‘‘spirits’”’ or ‘‘ghosts’’
of human beings who have died, but
are spirit creatures on the angelic
plane of existence. This is an im-
portant truth to ever keep in mind.

We are well aware that on God’s
earthly plane of creation, which is
visible and understandable to us,
there are various levels of existence;
from the lowest form of shell-fish
life, up to man, who in his perfec-
tion was the king of this material,
or earthly domain. Now the Serip-
tures show that this same variely
in divine creation extends to a high-
er realm, far beyond that which is
visible to us, that above man, the
highest of God’s earthly ereatures,
there is a spirit world; and that in
this spirit world, even as in the nat-
ural, there are various orders of be-
ings, such as angels, archangels, ete.

Coneerning man the Psalmist de-
clares, ‘“Thou has made him a little
lower than the angels.”’ Psa. 8:5.)
When Jesus came to earth to die as
man’s Redeemer, He was ‘‘made
flesh,”” and as a man He died; but
when resurrected He was highly ex-
alted, ‘‘Far above all prineipality,
and power, and might, and domin-
ion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in
that which is to come.”’ (Eph. 1:21.)
Thus do the Seriptures point out a
clear line of demarcation between
the earthly and the spirit planes of
existence.

The Bible indicates that at the
present time there are both holy and
unholy angels; although, when ere-
ated, all these spirit creatures were
in harmony with God, and served
Him in various capacities. Of those
angels which remained in harmony
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with the Creator, the apostle says
that they are now ““ministering spir-
its, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation.”’

Again, ‘“And of the angels He
saith, Who maketh His angels spir-
its; and His ministers a flame of
fire.”” (Heb. 1:7, 14.) Concerning
these angelic servants of the Chris-
trans Jesus said: ‘“Take heed that ye
despise not oue of these little ones;
for 1 say unto you, That in heaven
their angels do always behold the
face of My Father which is in heav-
en.”’—Matt. 18:10.

Farthly and Heavenly ‘‘Angels”’

The student of the Seriptures
should not be confused by the fact
that in the Bible the term ‘‘angel”’
is sometimes applied to human be-
ings. The word literally means ser-
vant, or messenger, and it is always
necessary to determine from the con-
text whether or not the passage in
which it is used has reference to hu-
man messengers, or to heavenly, or
spirit messengers. The seven special
messengers to the church, as men-
tioned in Revelation, are called ‘‘an-
gels,”” yet it is evident that the Rev-
clator is not referring to heavenly
beings.

On the other hand, the Seriptures
clearly indicate that there are spirit
creatures called ‘‘angels.”” Ior ex-

ample, the night that Jesus was
born, an ‘‘angel’” ammounced MHis

hirth to the shepherds. That it was
a spirit being who performed this
service is evident from the words:
‘“And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest, aud on carth
peace, good will foward men.”’
(Luke 2:10-14.) Likewise, it was a
spirit being that announced to Mary
that she was to be the wother of
Jesus, and it was also a spirit being
that ministered to Jesus in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane. Jesus referrved
to heavenly Dbeings when Ile said
that 1e cowld ask of HHis Tather,
and more than twelvie Jeslons of
them would be provided to assist
Him-—TLuke 1:26-38; 22:43; Matt.
26:53.

But, as we have already seen, not
all of these angelic creatures remain-
ed loval to Jehovah, their Creator—
some of them having been ‘‘diso-
bedient, when once the longsuffering
of God waited in the days of Noah.”’
(1 Pet. 3:20.) These unfaith{ul ones,
by common usage, have come to be
designated as the ‘‘fallen angels.”’
The Seriptures show that as a pun-
ishment for their rebellion, they are

now held, or imprisoned, in ‘‘chains
of darkness.”’

‘Where Are the ‘‘Spirits’’?

In a text alveady quoted, the apos-
tle gives us some very important in-
formation as to what constitutes the
prison-house of these fallen angels,
We quote the text again: “‘Tor if
God spared not the angels that sin-
ned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of dark-
ness, to be reserved unto judgment.”’
—2 Petler 2:4,

The word ‘‘hell”” in the passage
Jjust quoted is not a translation eith-
er of the Greek word hades or of
Gehenna, The term here used by the
apostle is tartaroo; and this is the
only time it appears in the Bible.
Tartaroo is from the Greek word
tartarus, a term used in Grecian
mythology as the name for a dark
abyss or prison. In the text under
consideration, the entire expres-
sion, ‘‘cast down to hell”’ is used to
translate tartaroo; so, evidently, the
word refers more to an act than to a
place.  The fall of the angels who
sinned was from honor and dignity,
into dishonor and condemnation; so
the thonght seems to be: ‘‘God spar-
ed not- the angels who sinned, but
degraded them, and delivered them
into chains of darkmness.’’

These angels, in their original
state of holiness were mighty and
powerful and honorvable. They evi-
dently possessed great liberties; and
in their service of God and of His
carthly friends, they probably were
frequent travelers between the earth
and other parts of the Creator’s vast
universe. Jude says that these an-
gels ““kept not their first estate.®
This throws light on the words of
Grenesis 6:2, which reads, ‘That the
sons of God saw the daughters of
men that they were fair; and they
took them wives of all which they
chose.””  In other words, the ““sin”’
of these angels was, in part at least,
that of materializing as hwman be-
ingg, and indnlging in illegitimate
relationship with the daughters of
men.

At different times during the his-
torical period covered by the Bible,
various ones of the holy messengers,
or angels, were sent to carth to de-
liver messages to the prophets and
others; and on manyv of these oceas-
ions,. they were permitted to mater-
jalize and appear as human beings.
An example of this is Turnished in
the visit of the three angels 1o Ab-
raham’ prior to the birth of Isaaec.
(Gen. 18.)) Such materializations
were permissible when sanefioned by
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the Lord, and when the angels tak-
ing part i them, did not exceed their
privileges. But the angels that sin-
ned before the flood ““kept not their
first estate,’’ that is, they preferred

to continue their association with
mankind, as human beings.
Having limited and degraded

their own powers by illicit relation-
ship with the fallen human race,
how fitting it was that their punish-
ment should be that of being cast
down, or abased, and at the same
time ‘‘restrained in chains of dark-
ness.””  The thought contained in
the use of the word ‘‘prison,’’ as
found in owr text, is that of the re-
straint of liberty; so these ‘“spirits?’
have indeed been in ‘‘prison,’”’ re-
strained of much of the normal lib-
erty fthat was theirs while in full
fellowship and harmony with the
Creator.

There is much Seriptural evidence
to support the thought that the
place of incarceration of these fallen
angels is that of our earth’s atmos-
phere; their sphere of influence be-
ing limited largely to a more or less
indireet contact with the human fam-
ily.  TIn the Gospel accounts of
Jesus’ ministry, we find frequent
mention of His casting out ““devils,”’
or ‘““demons.””  Later, the apostles
were privileged to render a similar
service for different ones. While
higher critics try to prove that these
cases of ‘“obsession’’ thus dealt with
by Jesus and the apostles, werc but
cases of insanity, or nervous disord-
ers, vet there is altogether too defi-
nite a thonght of personality at-
tached to these ““devils’’ to permit
of any such liberal interpretation.

King Saul and the Witch of Endor

Not only in the New Testament,
but in the Old as well, we find evi-
dence of the lmited activi of
these fallen angels, or “‘spirits In
prison *’ There is, for esample, the
case of King Saul and the Witeh of
Endor. All witeheraft was forbidden
by the Mosaic law, yet these ancient
spirtt mediums persisted in their ne-
farious practices even though it was
at the risk of death. Just as spirit
mediums today claim ability to com-
municate with the dead, so, evident-
Iy, the Witch of Endor made similar
professions.  Anyway, when XKing
Saul, becaunse of his wickedness, lost
the favor of God and saw that he
was in grave danger of being defeat-
ed by his enemies, he appealed fo
the witch to get in toueh with Sam-
uel to see if the dead prophet conld
do anything for him.

The account of this ancient seance
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is recorded in 1 Samudl 28:7-20.
Many students of the Bible, in read-
ing this story of Saul’s supposed
communication with the dead pro-
phet Samuel, have concluded that it
furnishes excellent Scriptural proof
that the dead are not really dead at
all, but alive somewhere, and that
they can be communicated with un-
der certain conditions, especially by
the aid of a spirit medium. In faect,
all down through the ages, Satan
has used this same method of deceit
in an effort to give the lie to the

carth? Or are we supposed to be-
lieve that this wicked witeh, under
condemnation by the Lord, had the
power to thwart the divine will, and
not only produce Samuel, but in-
veigle a message out of him to com-
fort this rebellious king? Evidently,
then, this aceount is given us in the
Bible merely as an historical record
of important events in Saul’s life,
but with no thought of accrediting
the witeh’s elaim of having seen and
talked with Samuel.

The methods used by the evil spir-

King Saul Visits the Witch

plain teachings of the Seriptures
that the ‘‘wages of sin is death.”’
As we examine, briefly, some of the
facts concerning Saunl’s visit to the
witeh, we will readily discern that
much the same analogy could be ap-
plied fo modern seances, and with
the same result.—Rom. 6:23.

Tirst of all, it will be noted that
according to Saul’s own words, he
was no longer in favor with God.
He said to the witeh, *“God 1s de-
parted from me and answereth me
no more, neither by prophets, nor by
dreams.”’ While Samuel was alive
he was a faithful servant and pro-
phet of the Lord, and was never will-
ing to go contrary to the Lord’s
wishes; vet here we find Saul, who
himself admitted that God would
not favor the idea, asking the witch
to obtain a message from this faith-
ful prophet.

Are we to suppose that in the
event Samuel were alive, éither in
heaven or some other place, he
would be any less obedient to the
Lord than he was while here on the

its through the medium at Endor
were similay to those in use today.
They caused to pass before the
witeh’s mental vision the familiar
likeness of the aged prophet, wear-
ing as was his custom, a long mantle.
When she deseribed the mental or
““astral’’ picture, Saul recognized it
at onee as a description of Samuel.
But Saunl himself saw nothing—he
““perceived,’”’ from the description,
that it was Samuel.

Lasily convineced, as people under
such eircumstances usually are, Saul
did not stop to question how it could
be that Samuel looked as old and as
stooped as he did while alive on the
earth, if he were now a spirit being
and far better off than before. Nor
did Saul think to enquire why Sam-
uel wore the same old mantle in the
spirit world that he wore when he
knew him as an earthly being—not
even stooping to consider that the
prophet’s mantle, grav hair, ete,
had long before decayed in the grave.
Saunl had been forsaken by the Lord,
and now was easily decdived by

The Dawn

these ‘‘lying spirits,”” who imper-
sonated the prophet and spoke to
Saul in his name, through their med-
ium, the witch.

““Why hast thou disquieted me to
to bring me up’’? the witch repre-
sented the dead prophet as asking.
It was generally understood by the
Israelites in the days of King Saul,
that the dead were actually asleep in
sheol, hence the question, ‘‘why
hast thou disquieted me,’’ would not
sound strange. But can we imagine
for a moment that this condemned
witeh had the power to raise the pro-
phet from the dead? Or, to look at
the matter from the standpoint of
modern spiritism, that Samuel was
not really dead at all, but enjoying
himself n the spirit world, does it
not seem strange that he was de-
clared by the witch to come ‘‘up’’
from the earth, instead of ‘“down’’
from heaven?

And, from the standpoint of mod-
ern theology, how utterly absurd is
Samuel’s purported prophecy con-
cerning Saul’s defeat and death in
the battle of the coming day! We
quote: ‘‘Tomorrow shalt thou and
thy sons be with me: the Lord also
shall deliver the hosts of Israel info
the hands of the Philistines.”” Imag-
ine the faithful Samuel, and the be-
loved Jonathan together in the spirit
world with the wicked King Saul!
Does this fit very well with the
creedal theology of the dark ages?
Certainly not! Ultimately, of course
(but not the next day), all these were
together in death, in sheol, the Bible
hell, where they still are, awaiting
the resurrection, when all will be
called forth by the Son of Man; but
it did not require any supernatural
power on the witch’s part to truly
forecast the approaching defeat and
death of Saunl. Tn fact, Saul alrveady
feared it, henee his appeal to the
witch.

Charles Wesley was evidently
puzzled by the manner in which
the ““medium’’ of Lndor put both
good and bhad together in death, for
he wrote:

What do those solemn words

portend?

A gleam of hope when life shall

end?

Thou and thy sons shall saurely be

Tomorrow in repose with me:

Not in a state of hellish pain,

If Saul with Samuel remain;

Not in a state of damned despair,

If loving Jonathan be there.

Aectually, of course, Saul was not
in ecommunication with Samuel at all,
but with one or more of the ‘‘spirits



April 1937

in prison’’ whose chief activity since
the time of the flood, has been to de-
cdive mankind, particularly with
respect to the condition of the dead.
The mention in the Secriptures of
these necromancers, witches and med-
inms, leads us to infer that through
mediums these fallen angels were
secking fellowship with Israel. Bug
apparently, it is the custom for these
mediums to change their man-
ner of manifestation from time to
time: just as witcheraft flourished
for a time in New England and Ohio,
and throughout Turope, gradually
dying out and being succeeded by
Spiritism, whose tipping and rapping
manifestations also are gradually
giving way to eclairandience and at-
tempted matcrializations.  In  the
davs of the Lord and the apostles,
ihe operation of these ‘‘spirits’’ hud
cvidently changed from the vitch-
eraft method to that of obsession
and possession.

Modern Work of the ' ‘Spirits’’

Having been once given the power
to materialize as men, yet abusing
it, these fallen angels still seem bent
on exercising their powers through
human agencies, cither by the use of
“medinms’’ or through direet con-
trol of the mind, as in obsession. It
is evident, however, that the human
will must consent to this foreign
domination, before these ‘‘spirits’’
can take possession. But when they
do take possession, apparently the
will becomes so hroken down, that
there is noe longer any power of ve-
gistance: hence the service of Jesus
and the apostles was so much appre-
ciated by tho-e possessed of devils
in their day.

But while these fallen angelic be-
ings may change from time to time
their method of contacting and de-
ceiving the human race, yet their in-
fluence in general is always away
from God and away from the truth
of His Word In modern times
mueh ado is made-about talking with
the dead, vet in all the thousands of
attempts that have been made—sci-
entifically controlled, and otherwise
-—what has been the total resnlt?
Tvue, by absurd ‘“identifications’’
suelt as the Witech of Endor sue-
ceeded in foisting upon Saul, many
have been convinced that they have
been in teueh with their dead friends
and relatives.

Tt should be remembered though,
that these wicked, fallen angels have
the ability to read the hwman mind
submitted to them. Thus it is that
they are able to sce mirvored in the
mwind of an ursuspecting vietim loe

features, clothing, mannerisms, and
even the voice peculiarities, of the
dead friend with whom he wishes to
communicate. And when the medium,
through the aid of the ““spirit’’ con-
trolling her, describes these ‘‘identi-
fications,”” the vietim is assured and
waits expectantly for the ‘‘message.”’

‘*Spirits’’ Unable to Give Real Help

Now  when the dead friends
or relatives of those who visit the
mediums were alive and with them,
there was gweet, common-sense fel-
lowship between them. They talked
together about things worth while.
They connselled and comforted cach
other m a helpful manner; and we
veorld yose that now that these
dear cnes were in the spirit world,
where their powers of thought and
action arce claimed to be so greaily
enhanced, they would send back in-
formation of an exceptional and ex-
traordinary character. Yes, they
should now be able to fully solve
the difficulties of the family with
which they were formerly associated;
and Hif thev had been statesmen,
they shounld be able to impart knowl-
edge fo their survivors that would
cottle the world’s difficulties.  But

net so. The facts are rather to the
contrary. On th's point we guote
the worde of Horace 1. Hastines
writtenn many vears ago, but still
true and applicable today:
““According  to  the theory of
Spirttualists there are a hundred

times as any disembodied spirits
ahout ns as there ave men in the
flesh.  Amonge them are all the poets,
authors, crators, musicians and in-
ventors of past ages.  They know
all they ever knew while they were
in the flesh, and have been learning
a greaf deal more since; and with
their added powers and extended ex-
perience they should be able to do
what mortals have never done before.
They have had free access to the
public mind and public press, with
no end of mediums ready to receive
their communications, and thousands
and thousands of ingnirers who have
anxiously questioned them, and ear-
nestly desired to obtfain information
from them.

““They have had tables and slates

and pens and pencils and banjos
and piancs and cabinets and bells
and wviolins and auita and what
have we to show for 't all?  Their

business in the world has been to in-
struet mwen, to help them, to make
them wiser and better. They have
talked and ravped, thex have tipned
and rattled, they bave fiddled a

seribbled, they have materiniized and
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dematerinlized, they have entranced
and exhibited; they have told us
many things which we knew before;
many things which we do not know
vet; and many other things which it
was no iaatter wherther we knew or
nof: but when we come to real in-
formation, or profitaile and valuable
knowledge, Spiritualism is as barren
as Sahara, as empty as a hollew

courd. "’

" How Christ Preached
To the Spirits in Prison

Now that we have identified these
“Capirits”” to whom St. Peter tells
s Jesus  preached, the question
arises, How was this preaching ac-
complished? How could Jesus be in
sheol, or hades, where there s no
consciousness, vet at the same time,
be preaching to these fallen angels?
The explanation of this apparent
diffieulty is simple when we examine
the passage a little more critically.
According to the Common Version
English Bible, the apostle said that
Jesus ‘‘went and preached to the
spirits in  prison.”’ But  Greek
authorities are agreed that the words,
““went and’’ are used in the sense
of accomplishing something and not
in the sense of going to anv partic-
ular place. In other words, these
two words are a needless addition to
the text In olden times, it was
customary to use expressions of this
kind, and even todav, we find it is
somefimes used.

Dr. Benjamin - Wilson, in  his
Emphatic Diaglett {ranslates this
passage of Serinture, **He preached
to the spirits in prison,’’ leaving out
the two words, “‘went and,”” as
being annecessary to a proper nnder-
standing of the text. In the foot-
note to this text, he shows that other
aunthorities agree wilk him in this
respect.  Lieaving out then, these
two, unneeessary words, the full text
reads, ‘‘I'or Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that Ie might bring us to
God, being put to death in the flesh,
but quickened by the spirit; by
which also He preached unto the
spirits in prison.”’ (1 Pet. 3:18, 19.)
The meaning is  apparent,

here s
namely, that it was by ITs death
and rexurrection that Jesus preached
to these fallen angels—an object les-
son, tanght by His faithfulness to
the Tleavenly T¥Father and Creator,
arainst whow these “fspirits”” had
rebelled.

Lueifer was the first of these spirit
rebel acainst God; and
exercized a great deal

be nes to
he evidently
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of influence over those who Iater
joined the ranks of the rebels. In
Matthew 25:41, the expression, ‘‘the
devil and his angels,”’ indicates a
close relationship existing between
Satan and these other fallen spirit
beings. It was the spirit of ambi-
tion and pride that led to Luecifer’s
fall (Isa. 14:14); and, apparently,
the same spirit has pervaded the
ranks of these lesser fallen angels.
Jesus’  faithfulness, therefore, a
faithfulness that led Him to hwmnble
Himsdlf, and become obedient unto

death would be a powerful sermon
to these ‘‘spirits in prison.’’ And
the power of that sermon would be
greatly increased when these ‘‘spir-
its’’ noted that Jesus, on account
of Hig faithfulness, was raised from
the dead and highly exalted to a
place at the right hand of God;
while they were degraded and abased
because of their disloyalty.

Thus we find that one by one, when
properly understood, the various
Seriptural passages bearing on the
condition of the dead, are seen to be

The Dawn

in harmony with that great funda-
mental truth, that the ‘‘wages of
sin is death,”’ and that the ‘“dead
know not anything.”’ (Ecel. 9:5.)

Next month we will consider the
words of the Master to the thief on
the eross, ‘‘This day, thou shalt be
with Me in Paradise.”’  Also, the
various passages concerning heaven
which are thought to teach that all
good people go to that place of hliss
the moment they die.

THE WAY OUT

IF BVER there was a time in
the history of the world which called
for calm and unbiased veasoning on
the part of all, it is now. DBut mere
reasoning, no matter how intelligent,
can never bring hope to anyone un-
less there can be found some depend-
able foundation upon which reason
may be based

Todayv the world seems hopelessly
advifi on the stormy seas of raging
human passions. The motive power of
unbridled selfishness is attempting to
drive the storm-tossed vessel for-
ward, but the little progress that is
made is aimless and is as if the
ship’s rudder were broken m twain,
or lost; and the voyagers know not
whither they are headed. In the
hearts of millions today there is fear
and terror as they think of the un-
speakable horrors that may at al-
most any time befall this already
greatly harassed human family.

Jesus foretold the coming of just
gsuch a time as this, in which there
would be ‘“distress of nations with
perplexity, men’s hearts failing them
for fear’’ as they look forward to
the things coming upon the earth.

Is there a way out?

This is a guestion that is now upon
the lips and in the hearts of practi-
cally all thinking people the world
over. Is there anything upon which
we may build our hopes for better
days ahead?

Tn this hour of world distress
many churchmen are rvecommending
religion as a sure solace for the suf-
fering people. But if religion ecan
point the way out of the billowy
seas of uncertainty to a haven of
rest and security, what particular
kind of religion should we look for?

We hold that through Biblical
truth alone will men find a trme so-
lution to the present world-wide con-

ditions of perplexity and distress;
and it 1s from this standpoint that
we approach the subjeet in this dis-
cussion.  Yet on this point we are
faced with the necessily of distin-
guishing between the pure teachings
of the Bible and the confusing the-
ories of traditional theology' which
too often masquerade in the name of
Christianity.

We cannot hope to make progress
in finding a reasonable basis for
faith and hope except by identifying
superstition as such, brushing it
aside, and seeking to learn and ap-
plyv the naked principles of undefiled
Biblical truth to present-day prob-
lems. If, as all Christians claim to
believe, the Bible is the foundation
of ultimate truth and reason, then
by all means let’s find out what the
Bible really teaches!

If in this search for truth we may
scem to trespass upon some or many
of vour accustomed beliefs, and seem
cruclly to wrest them from wvou,
think not that this will destroy yow
faith in the eternal verities that ave
actually taught in the Bible.

It will not!

To whatever extent vain supersti-
tion is replaced with dependable
truth and reason, one’s faith becomes
a far more comforting reality than
mere credulity, and the Bible takes
on a new and saner meaning And
how much need there is today that
our faith be based upon a firm foun-
dation of reason and truth; for we
are surely confronted with many
confusing paradoxes.

Evolutionists insist that we have
made steadily progressive strides
sinee the first ““ernde’” beginning of
eivilization on this planet. MMany
today hoastfully point to the marve-
lons achievements of this modemn
“hrain age.’”’ Yet our highly ““eiv-

ilized’” world is faced with the un-
deniable fact that its boasted eivili-
zation now stands at the very brink
of destruetion.  With all our learm-
g we are not able to maintain the
standards  of supposed culture to
which we pretend to have arrived.

No longer is it possible to prevent
a knowledge of these startling facts

from edging in upon the public
mind. Serious statesmen arve frank-
ly pointing out the necessity of

something drastic being done if eiv-
ilization is to be saved. Prominent
religious leaders of all schools of ec-
clesiasticism are carnestly announe-
ing that unless the people now quick-
lv return to God the whole world
will be plunged into the greatest and
most deadly eataclvsm of all human
history.

When the outstanding religionists
of the day deelare that the world is
doomed unless 1t returns to God,
what do they wmean?  With the
world facing ruin, unless something
is done, and done quickly, it would
scem  that almost everybody would
be willinz to fall in line with the
right thing. DBut alas, even these
church dignitaries themselves do not
agree as to what could or should be
done to arvouse the world to action.

Agreeing that it does look doubt-
ful if mere human diplomacy will be
able to prevent the cataclysm which
nearly everybody fears, the necessity
for hunting some other solution nat-
urally hecomes ohvious and imnera-
tive if we are to have any hope for
the immediate or distant future.

Do the religious differences that
exist among the professed followers
of Christ mean that we should give
up our faith in the Bible itself as
contalning answers to the baffling

(Continued on page 19}



Called, Chosen
and Faithful

These shall wmake war with the Lamb, and the
Lambd shall overcome them, for He is Lord of lords,
and King of kings,; and they that are with Him. are
called, chosen, and faithful”—Rev, 17:14,

) BOUT three years ago, in one of the mid-
western states, a group of newly consecrated
Christians were gathered together to study
the subject of symbolic immersion, in order
that they might decide as to whether or not they
should take this step of publicly witnessing to the
fact that they had given their hearts in full consecra-
tion to the Lord. A brother was present at this
meeting who had been many years in the narrow
way, but who held the view that the door to the
high calling had closed in the year 1916; so he raised
the question as to what hope could be held out to
these newly interested brethren. The question came
as a surprise to these young Christians. However,
after giving the matter a moment’s thought, one of
them responded somewhat as follows:

“This is the first time we have heard such a
thought suggested, and it doesn’t appeal to me as
being in harmony with the God we have learned to
know and love through the truth. This glorious
truth reached us in an unusual way, while we were
still members of the Roman Catholic Church; we
are rejoicing in it. Our hearts have been touched by

it so that we have presented our all in consecration’

to the Lord. This message has revealed to us the
glorious hope of joint-heirship with Christ in the
Kingdom; and in response thereto, we have entered
the narrow way and are running for the ‘prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus” The truth is
grand ; and it has revealed to us a wonderful God;
a wise, and just, and loving God. And for me, I do
not believe that the God who has been revealed to us
through this gospel, is the kind of a God who would
lead us up to this point, giving us this marvelous
vision of Himself and of the heavenly calling, and
then, as it were, slam the door in our face.”

To the nominal Christian, who believes that God
is now doing all He can to convert the world, the
discussion of a subject of this kind doubtless would
seem childish and wholly uncalled for; but to those
enlightened with the harvest message of present truth,
it becomes a matter of serious concern; affecting di-
rectly and vitally every consccrated Christian who
has come to a knowledge of this truth within the last
half century.  Through the truth of the divine plan,
we have learned that the work of the Gospel age has
been but a preparatory one—a work of selecting and
preparing a “Tittle flock” of consecrated believers who

are to reign with Jesus for the blessing of the world
in the next age—Luke 12:32.

We have learned, furthermore, that this “little
flock” of “called, chosen and faithful” ones is to con-

sist of a foreordained number of 144,000. (Rev. 14:
1.} We have learned also that in the selecting and
testing of those who are to finally reign with Christ
there is a possibility that some who have been called
to this position, and tentatively accepted, may lose
the “crown” apportioned to them, and others be call-
ed in to take their places—and especially is this true
at the end of the age—Rev. 3:11.

These various Scriptural truths concerning the
privileges of the Gospel age lead us to the inescap-
able conclusion that the time must ultimately come
when there would be no further opportunity to be
accepted as probationary members of the heavenly
Kingdom class. Also that as we near the full com-
pletion of this Gospel-age work, the number of new
ones accepted would become less and less—such new
ones being granted this blessed opportunity only be=
cause some who had previously heen apportioned
crowns had proved unfaithful. These seem to be
well established Scriptural conclusions with which
doubtless nearly all Bible Students, enlightened with
present truth, will agree.  The question is, How
may we know, or can we know at all, when the full
number of the church class is complete? Can we
know this so definitely that we can with confidence
say to those now becoming interested in the truth
that there is or is not an opportunity for them to he-
come partakers of the heavenly calling?

How God Calls

Our text (Rev. 17:14) indicates the progressive
steps which determine the eligibility of all who are
finally to reign with Christ. The first of these is that
of being “called,” or invited. As Bible Students we
have learned that the divine call comes through the
truth. (Eph. 1:9,13.) Inasmuch as the truth of the
gospel has been the medium used by the Heavenly
Father by which He has extended the invitation to
the high calling, our faith in God’s wisdom and pow-
er would lead us 1o believe that His providences have
so directed the promulgation of the truth as to accom-
plish just what He has desired to be accomplished,
no more, no less. To think otherwise would be to
suppose that once God gave the truth into the hands
of a few of His people, He forthwith lost all
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control of it Himself; and that its promulgation_has
been in a haphazard manner, subject merely to the
whims, wishes, and prejudices of His well-meaning,
but imperfect servants. No, God does not carry on
His work in any such manner as this; although many
times, from the human standpoint, this may seem to
be the case.

The fact that in the early part of the Gospel age
the Apostle Paul and others were directed to carry
the gospel northward and westward into Ifurope
rather than southward and eastward among the
orientals, was not mere accident, but of divine pro-
vidence and intention. That the servant of the harvest
message was chosen in America, and that the work
should cmanate from this country, where everything
was so favorable to its rapid spread, was also of di-
vine arrangement. Surely we must believe that God
still controls His truth and is directing its influence
in the carth in order that His further purposes may
be successfully accomplished.

Truth—the Drawing Power

And let us note the clear-cut distinction that always
should be made between the truth of God and the
various organizational and group arrangements that
from time to time may be permitted by Him to pro-
mulgate His truth. The truth itself in the calling, or
inviting agency, not the individual or group that may
handle the truth. If, then, irrespective of the agency
used, we find that God’s truth is still reaching one
here and there, and these are responding in full con-
secration to the Lord, even as all of us did in times
past, should we not insist upon more than a spect-
lative theory of some sort in order to be convinced
that this is not the work of God, that He is not still
accepting some as probationary members of the “little
flock™?

As the matter now stands, we are confronted with
the fact that the truth, God’s inviting agency, 1s still
being permitted to go forth among the people; that
some are heeding the call and responding to it by
presenting themselves in full consecration to the Lord.
Yes, it is the fruth that is still producing this blessed
result. At the present time, the truth of the divine
plan is being made known by various individuals and
groups in many parts of the world, but regardless of
who may be thus promulgating it, the truth itself
is the agency which God is using to accomplish His
purpose—and blessed are any of us if we are among
those whom the Lord is now permitting to thus hold
forth the Word of life.

The truth is not now being preached as extensively
as it was 25 or 30 years ago; nevertheless, it is still
going forth. The limited measure in which God per-
mits His message to be proclaimed is fully in keep-
ing with what we should expect as we approach near-
er to the end of the church’s earthly pilgrimage:
hence this in itself is no argtiment against the thought
that God is now back of what is being done. Nor is
the limited number of those who riow respond and
who make a consecration to the Lord a valid argu-
ment to prove that those few who do now enter the
race, are not being accepted of the Lord as probation-
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ary members of the church. What arguments are
there then, if any, that God is not at the present time
blessing the spread of His truth, and is not still ac-
cepting new members into the body of Christ to take
the places of those proving unfaithiul?

What Time Prophecy Discloses

Some will doubtless claim that the time prophecies
of the divine plan indicate that the church should
now be complete. One of the most important lines of
time prophecies given us in the Bible is that which
pertains to the Gentile Times, which we understand
ended in the year 1914, But this particular time
measurement bears no relationship to the church,
The consummation of that 2520 years merely
points out the time when we should expect the grad-
ual downfall of Gentile supremacy, and the coming
into prominence of God's ancient people, Isracl. It
does. indeed, point out the fact that we are now liv-
ing in the closing period of the Gospel age, and the
early dawn of the Millennial age, but it in no way
indicates definitely when the door to the high calling
shall close, as it has nothing to do with the high call-
ing of the church.

The parallel dispensations are somewhat more
closely related to the church’s experiences, although
the most important application of this “double” per-
iod seems to be to the natural housc of Israel.
The seventy weeks of favor to natural Israel, ending
in the year 36 A. D. after which time the gospe! went
to the Gentiles, finds a parallel in the year 1881, when
we understand that the special favor was no longer
extended to the nominal spiritual house of Israel
But just as Jews, as well as Gentiles, individually
had the opportunity of accepting the Gospel and en-
tering the narrow way subsequent to 36 A. D., so the
vear 1881 merely marks the end of special favor to
nominal spiritual Tsrael as a whole—-the end of the
general call.

There is nothing in the 36-1881 A. D). parallelism
to indicate the time for the closing of the door to the
high calling. Tt is reasonable to suppose, however,
that the year 1881 marked the time——probably the
first time in the age—when the full numher of
144,000 had been “chosen.”  If this conclusion be
correct, then it means that all who have consecrated
and been accepted since that time have had this pri-
vilege extended to them because some already “call-
ed” and “chosen” had not proved “faithful” under
test. So far as we are aware there is no definite time
prophecy to indicate that there has been anv change
in the church’s status since 1881, As to what has
heen taking place in the more than half a century
since that time, we suggest a careful re-reading of
pages 93 to 96 inclusive, of Volume 6 of Studies in
the Scriptures.

A passage of Scripture which has a bearing on
this general subject is that of Revelation 7:1-3. Here
we have a picture of the four angels holding back the
“four winds,” with the command to hurt not the earth
nor the sea. nor anv tree, until the servants of God
are sealed in their foreheads. There is no question
but what the sealing work here referred to has to do
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with receiving a knowledge of the truth by those
who are to be with the Lamb on Mt. Zion. What
lesson then does this Scripture have for us as per-
taining to the end of high-calling privileges?

Is The Sealing Work Complete?

It is claimed by some that the “four winds” here
referred to were the winds of war that began to blow
in 1914, and, therefore, that the door to the high
calling closed back there, as the Dblowing of the
“winds” would indicate that the sealing work was
complete. Is this the proper understanding of the
passage? We think not, and for the following reason:
The blowing of the four winds is not given merely
as a sign by which we might know that the scaling
work is complete, but is clearly shown to be symbolic
of something which would effectively block any fur-
ther scaling of God’s servants. This is in keeping
with the suggestion already made, that God Himself
is the One who is providentially overruling the pro-
clamation of His truth, and that when the scaling
work shall have been completed, He will permit cir-
cumstances to arise which will definitely prevent
any further dissemination of the calling or sealing
agency—the truth.

Did anything occur in 1914 to block a further
dissemination of the truth? No! Two years there-
after Pastor Russell himself said, “The harvest work
is still going grandly on.” Has anything occurred
since Pastor Russell made this statement to entirely
stop the spread of the harvest message? No! Tt is
well to note in this connection, however, that within
the last few vears, the gathering storm-clouds of the
great time of trouble have so affected certain parts
of the world as to make practically impossible a fur-
ther preaching of the gospel in those sections, Russia
and Germany are examples of this condition of things.
It seems entirely reasonable to us that this indicates
a gradual closing of the door, so to speak, a curtailing
of the message with a resultant diminishing of the
number of new ones being reached; as the coming in
and going out process tapers down to a final conclu-
sion. But certainly the “four winds” have not yet
prevented the spread of the truth in this and a num-
ber of other countries. And the very fact that such a
proclamation of the gospel is still possible seems pos-
itive proof. in harmony with this Scripture, that the
servants of God are not vet all sealed with a know-
Jedge of the truth-—that the door is not yet shut.

Message More Impeortant Than Messengers

There are others of the Lord’s dear people whao
take the stand that the door to the high calling closed
with the death of “That Servant,” in 1916. There
is no Scriptural basis at all for this thought. It is a
conclusion that has been reached through an undue
reverence for one whom the Lord so greatly used in
His harvest field. Those holding this view seem to
feel that God could not, or at least would not, carry
on a harvest work after the death of the harvest mes-
senger. These overlook the fact that the message ol
truth itself, and not the messenger, is the medium
which God has used and is still using to accomplish
the work of spirit-begetting.
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The message of truth presented by the Apostle
Paul is just as vital in the lives of God’s people today
as it was while that faithful servant was living. There
have been but seven chief messengers to serve the
entire church from Pentecost down to the present
time, which means that many times during the age
there have been long periods when the church did
not have one of these servants personally present
with it. And even during the period when the Laod-
icean messenger was ministering to the people of
God, there were many who did not see or come in
personal contact with him. The message that God
gave through that servant was the power that
wrought such mighty changes in the hearts and lives
of the saints; and that same blesscd message is still
with us today, just as powerful, just as potent, just
as soul-satisfying, as it was when the messenger him~
self was laying down his life among us.

No, the Pauline epistles did not die when Paul
himself was executed, nor did present truth perish
from the carth when Brother Russell passed beyond
the vail. That message has continued to prosper in
the thing whereunto God designed it should, and has
continued to call one here and there throughout the
years, to present themselves in full consecration to
the Lord. That same message, under divine provi-
dence, has continued to be a begetting power, a nour-
ishing power, a sanctifying power, even to the present
time. And when in divine providence, we see that
same blessed truth still reaching out and comforting
the hearts of those who “hunger and thirst after right-
eousness,” let us not say, by our own philosophy, that
God is inconsistent in that He permits His truth to
be preached, and yet denies the privileges of the truth
to those who respond to it.

Could we but keep in mind the importance of the
fruth, as compared with the messengers whom God
uses to dispense it, it would help many of us to get
the thought out of our minds that there must he some
one appointed to take the place of “that servant.”
1f the apostolic messages have served the church
throughout the entire Gospel age, should we not con-
clude that the message given to us through the Laod-
icean servant is sufficient to nourish us for the few
remaining years of the harvest period? Should we
not learn, upon the basis of the truth itself, to work
out our own salvation, rather than to he Jooking con--
tinually for some human leaning post upon whom
the arm of flesh can lay hold, lest we fall by the way-
side?

The Harvest Work Continues

The harvest work is that of gathering and separat-
ing the wheat from the tares, the real from the imi-
tation. The vital factor of that work takes place in
the hearts of God’s consecrated people. The dissem-
ination of the truth is merely a means to an end in
this work of separation. Through the truth the call
goes forth, “Come out of her My people, that ve be
not partakers of her ‘sing’; but there is actually no
separating work except as the individuals respond to
the call of truth and obey it. It is important to keep
this in mind, if we are to understand what has heen
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going on among God’s peoplesince 1914.—Rev. 18:4,

Simply because the world-wide proclamation of the
truth was considerably curtailed—although never en-
tirely stopped-—about 20 years ago, many have con-
cluded that the harvest work ceased then; but not so.
The work of separating the wheat from the tares,
the coming out of Babylon, has still continued. At
first, we thought that leaving the nominal systems
was all that was involved in coming out of Babylon:
but now it is apparent that this is but the first step
in becoming {ree from human entanglements.

Now we recalize more fully than ever before that
we must stand absolutely as individuals before the
Lord, that not even being a part of a Bible Students
ecclesia will assure us a place in the Kingdom with
Christ—although such individualism does not mean
that we should neglect our privileges of fellowship
and service with others of like precious faith. No
doubt God, in Ilis wise providence, removed His
special harvest messenger from our midst in order
that we might have an opportunity of learning this
further Icsson of separation from the B'l)\]()nlS
spirit of salvation by groups; although Srother Rus-
sell himself had taught us plainly on this point. Now
this additional work of testing is just as definitely a
part of the harvest work as was the original wide-
spread publishing of the tluth and the generous re-
sponse ihm cto.

Take Heed Lest Ye Fall

In the beginning of the harvest period, there were
thousands in the nominal systems who, evidently
proved unfaithful when present truth came to them.
Thousands of new ones came in to take their places.
It does not seem reasonable that all of these latter
would remain faithful under test, any more than the
former. They came in under the influence of the
truth-——they were “chosen”-—but how many of them
have proved entirely “faithful”?

Tt is not within our 1)1ovmcc to judge, either indi-
viduals or groups; but the conclusion seenis inescap-
able, that in all the departures from the truth that
have taken place in the last 20 years, and in view of
the fact that not a few have drifted back into the
world entirely, there must be many who, through
unfaithfulness, have forfeited their “crowns.”  This,
in turn, furnishes the obvious answer as to why the
Lord is still permitting His truth to be published;
and why there are still some ‘who are responding
thereto by presenting themselves in full consecration
to the Father. The logic of cvents tells us that it
could not be otherwise.

To conclude that the door to the high calling was
definitely closed in 1914, or 1916, or at any other
time in the past, would be equal to saying that thosc
already accepted could not possibly fall away from
their steadfastness. The last twenty years, as all
will agree, has been a time -of very special testing
upon the church; and the very thought of festing
implies the possibility of a failure to pass the test.
To claim that all the members of the church were
unalterably sealed twenty or mwore years ago, would
be equivalent to saying that the present testing per-
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iod is superfluous and a farce. Such a philosophy
would be exceedingly detrimental to healthy Chris-
tian growth and progress in the narrow way. It
would be tantamount, in principle, to the erroneous
theory that once one becomes converted, his salvation
is assured—"once in grace, always in grace.”

How Long Does it Take?

On the other hand, the thought is advanced by
some that it requires considerable time for the new
creature to become propm ly developed; so there must
be a period between the final closing of the door and
the glorification of the last member of the body of
Christ, when it would no longer be possible for one
to fall away. Upon this method of reasoning is based
the theory that the door to the high calling must of
necessity close long years before the end of the
church’s carcer in the flesh

It is not our thought to advocate “death-bed re-
pentances,” in the sense that one may make a conse-
cration to the Tord and be taken immediately into
the Kingdom; yet we believe that the length of time
required for onc to prove his faithfulness to the Lord
has been over-exaggerated in the minds of somce of
the Lord's people. We are remunded, for example,
of St Stephen, the first Christian martyr of re L()ld
The evidence is, that he finished his course very soon
after he made his consecration.  Aud it is a notewor-
thy fact that many of those now embracing the truth,
and making a full consecration to the Lord, progress
very rapidly, both in knowledge and in grace.

Tt seems rcasonable to suppose that as the end ap-
proaches, there may be some in an attitude of conse-
cration, who have, in principle. passed many of the
tests of discipleship; and, in the event that any fall
out of the way almost the last minute, so to speak,
these waiting ones would be invited to take their
places. With very little further preparation, these
would be ready for the Kingdom. Probably many of
us have known of those who have been acquainted
with the truth for many vears, and who have been
living in harmony with the spirit of ’mc truth, but
to whom consecration and the high calling did not
seem to appeal.  And then, for some reason we did
not understand, the interest of these dear ones had
become gquickened, and almost over night, as it were,
they blossomed out into fully consecr ated Christians.
entering into the life of sacrifice with a zeal befitting
the house of God. Why may we not conclude that
God has a hand in matters of this kind, and that. in
His providences, He is thus saying to one after an-
other, “Go ye also into the vineyard.” Viewing the
matter thus, there seems to be no valid reason for
concluding that the door to the high calling must
be closed many long years hefore the church is glor-
ified in order to give time for those who are “called”
and “chosen” to prove “faithful.”

The Fulness of the Gentiles

We have briefly examined the various reasons of-
fered as to why we should conclude there is no more
opportunity for new ones to enter the narrow way:
and found that these reasons are based entirely on
human philosophy, rather than upon sound Scrip-
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tural proof. Let us now examine a direct statement
of the Word which seems to prove conclusively that
the door to joint-heirship with Christ is 1ot yet clos-
ed. We have reference to Romans 11:25. In this
passage, St. Paul informs us that “blindness in part
15 happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in.”

Here is then something definite upon which we
can base a conclusion. It has to do with that which
is now common knowledge to all of God’s people:
namely, the continued blindness of natural Israel as
to who contitutes their Messiah.

Yes, this “blindness in part” is still upon Israel,
which means that as yet the “fulness of the Gentiles”
has not come in, that there is still opportanity of be-
mg grafted into the symbolic olive tree of Romans 11.
At the same time the apostle’s words help us to get
our bearings as to where we are on the stream of
time. While the “blindness of Israel” is still upon that
people, there is evidence that God is dealing with
them, preparing them for the time when He will re-
move the vail of unbelief that has thus far hindered
them from recognizing their Messiah, This furnishes
another evidence that we are in the transition period,
when the work of the Gospel age is gradually closing,
and thdt of the Millennial age opening up,

What Is The “Door”?

Many times we use terms and expressions with-
out giving due consideration to what they mean; and
this often leads us to adopt wrong conclusions. This
could easily be true with respect to our use of the ex-
pression ‘door to the high calling.” By not taking into
consideration what the Bible means by the “door,”
some are inclined to doubt the evidence of their own
senses, and to base their doubts upon the Seriptures.
For example, time and time again attention has been
called to the fact that people are still coming into the
truth. More than once Brother Russell cited this as
evidence that the “door” was not yet closed in his
day; similar evidence of the open door is still hefore
us.

There may not be new ones coming into every cc-
clesia, hut many of the Lord’s people are seeing their
efforts to spread the truth thus blessed. It may be
of interest to the reader to know that out of sixteen
brethren who helped with the mailing of the Masch
isstie of The Dawn, that six have embraced the truth
and made a full consecration to the Lord within re-
cent years. These dear ones worked side by side with
some who have been in the truth for more than 40
vears: yet they all had the same spirit of the Lord,
the spirit of His truth. Their hopes and aims were
one.

But alas, those who are disinclined to wait for the
Lord Himself to close the door, by a misuse of the
Scriptures, twist evidence of this kind to bolster up
their own speculative and erroncous arguments and
conclusions. They refer us to Luke 13:24,25, where
Jesus tells us in effect that many would “strive to
enter in,” but would not be able. So the claim is that
those now coming into the truth, and secking to enter
the narrow way, are those who are thus “striving” to
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enter, in fulfilment of this statement, and is therefore
proof that the door is closed, rather than evidence
that it 1s still open.

This false reasoning is based upon a failure to un-
derstand what constitutes the “door.” In Volume 3
of Studies in the Scriptures, pages 206-209, we are
given a wonderfully clear explanation of what the
“door,” really is, and how the Lord, in His due time
will cause it to close. We earnestly recommend a
careful study of these pages, and a sincere, reverent
consideration of the Scriptures therein cited. Briefly,
we are reminded that the “door” is the same as the
“gate” by which we enter the narrow way; and that
this is the “narrow way of self-sacrifice in the inter-
ests of the Lord’s plan and work.” How beautifully
is the thought expressed in the words, “To walk in
this way, as our Lord set us an example that we
should follow in His steps, implies not only a passive
conformity to His disposition, or spirit, but also an
active, energetic zeal in the promulgaiion of His
truth at all hazards.” Yes, cven at the hazard of heing
told that our labors are sure to be fruitless hecause
“the door is closed.”

If this door represents the oportunity to sacrifice,
serve, and suffer with Christ, then certainly it is not
vet closed to newcomers, for those now coming into
the truth are enjoying wonderful opportunities along
this line. Doubtless the time will come when such
opportunities shall no longer be open; and the man-
ner in which they are to be cut off is evidently that
of the loosing of the “four winds” which will
make impossible any further efforts to serve the truth
and to suffer as a result; but certainly that time has
not vet arrived!

Too Wise to Err, Teo Loving to be Unkind

Coming back to the statement of that dear young
Christian in the Middle West, to whom the truth
had given such a wonderful vision of God that she
could not believe He would permit her to see and
aspire to the high calling and then “slam the door
in her face,”we must conclude that she was right.
Writing on this very point, Brother Russell says,
“The lLord is too loving and too just to authorize
in the hearts of any hopes that could never be real-
ized.” (C. 223.) God’s Word of authority comes to
us only through His truth. So, dear onc, if the truth
has come to you and you desire to consecrate your-
self to the Lord and He gives you opportunity of
sacrificing for Him, do not hesitate to step out upon
God’s promises—‘Go yc out also into the vineyard.”

Our text shows clearly that one must first be “call-
ed,” or invited by the truth; that upon the basis of
his response thereto he must then be “chosen,” or
accepted by the Lord as a runner in the race for the
prize of the high calling, and that, in addition to this,
he must prove “faithful.” Not until wholehearted
faithfulness has been proved, demonstrated, can one
be assured of a place with Christ in His Kingdom;
and such faithfulness is fully demonstrated onlv by
the completion of our sacrifice in death—"Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of
life.”—Rev. 2:10.
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Let no one erroncously suppose then, that his
standing in the Kingdom class is already assured,
or that it can be assured prior to the full consumma-
tion of his sacrifice. In view of this, let us also real-
ize that some crowns are doubtless even yet being
forfeited by reason of unfaithfulness. And let us have
faith to believe, therefore, that while we are doing
with our might what our hands find to do in the pro-
clamation of Kingdom truths, that God's wisdom
will so direct the issue that the message will fully
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appeal, in the sense of ripening to full consecration,
to those only for whom He has a place in the Heaven-
Iy Kingdom. Let us have faith to believe, that while
we do the best we can to let our light shine that He
will so overrule the result of our work that, in the
end, it will be found that not a single one foo many
was invited, and that a/l who were invited through
the truth to enter the narrow way, shall have been
given every necessary opportunity and help to prove
faithful even unto death, and thus to make their call-
ing and election sure.

The Vital Test of Christian Discipleship

T IS customary for most persons embrac-
ing Christianity to think that all that is nec-
essary in order for them to be considered
e oood Christians is to live upright, moral lives,
to belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal
Savior, to be baptized or sprinkled and thus to be
confirmed members of a church organization. Scrip-
ture texts to this effect are frequently cited in support
of their position. But others who have been truly en-
lightened (Ideb, 6:4) realize that there is much
more than this to true Christian discipleship. These
latter have learned that not only are they required
to completely surrender themselves to their Heavenly
Father through the medium of the Lord Jesus Christ,
but, additionally, that they are required to carry out
that full surrender by a life of Christlike service and
sacrifice.

A great many persons have been thus enlightened
and have been trying, in a more or less satisfactory
manner, to perform that service and sacrifice. It
would naturally be supposed that all such would have
a common interest in, and concern for, each other and
for the interests they represent. But such has not al-
ways heen the case. It is true that great bodies of
people and groups of onc kind and another, have been
formed in the name of Christ with the ostensible pur-
pose of just such a commitment, but these have failed
as denominations and groups to display, at all times,
the love and consideration for one another so clearly
set forth in the Scriptures as the primary object of
Christian discipleship.  And the surprising thing is
that they all claim the Scriptures as the basis for
their convictions.

All those who are now in present truth, having been
enlightened as to what constitutes true Christian
discipleship, can appreciate wherein they, as denom-
inations and groups, have failed ; and they know from
the abundant Scriptural testimony, as well as from
axperience, that no denomination or group, as such,
can expect to be fully approved or to feel entirely
secure and certain of the ultimate rewards of the Lord.
And has not this group aspect deprived many of a
more effective use of their talents in helping others to
see what has been so graciously shown to them? In
many instances it has been one of the most effective
means of discouraging the exercise of the love and

sympathy which fellow disciples should have one for
the other.

1t 1s, of course, true that the Scriptures refer to a
group of persons in association, as the “Church of
God,” thereby mdicating that the Lord recognizes
groups and congregations; but who can say that all
the members of such groups stand fullv approved
of God and of Jesus? In fact, the messages to the
seven churches recorded in the second and third
chapters of the Book of Revelation, show most unmis-
takably that none of these “churches” was fully ap-
proved or commended. And it is understood by most
Bible students that these churnches are representative
of conditions among God's people throughout this
whole Gospel dispensation. Only certain individual
members of those churches were approved. This, of
course, doesn’t mean that the true follower of Jesus
is to dissociate himself from any group or congre-
gational service and worship, but it does prove that
our association with any group of the Lord’s people
will “in no wise” itself guarantee to us the Kingdom
rewards. Only indrvidual faithfulness will guarantee
that.

Unquestionably, much of the confusion and discord
among otherwise sincere followers of Jesus, is direct-
ly traceable to zeal for somie group and the tenets of
that group, and the belief that their views are prim-
arily essential to Christian fellowship and discipleship.
Groups sometimes become so busily engaged in
spreading their views abroad that they fail of the
vital interest in one another, basically established by
the Law given to Israel at Mt. Sinai, directly com-
manded by Jesus and exemplified in His own life,
and shown to be the full intent of the preaching and
teaching by the Lord's own personally chosen rep-
resentatives, the apostles. The truth and the preach-
ing of the truth are but means tfo an end, and that end
is the finding and dewveloping of Christians; and inci-
dentally to give a witness.

Surely, as stated by the Lord and His faithful apos-
tle, Paul, the body is more important than the meat

_that nourishes and strengthens it, and life itself is far

more valuable than the body it actuates. Remember
how assiduously the Jews in the days of our Lord,
sought to make proselytes to their cause— and they
verily thought their cause was righteous—but utterly
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forgot the weightier matters of the Law and its
objective, which was the preparing of a people for His
name by inculcating in them the principles of right-
eousness and truth for the purpose of right thinking
and living, and especially so among themselves. The
same holds true of those who now make service and
the reaching out to interest others, the only important
feature of Christian discipleship. But invariably these
one-sided zealots utterly fail in their regard for, and
interest in, their Christian associates.

If, as we surely believe, we have come to the very
end of the Gospel era, then would it not seem that the
most important consideration should be given to the
interests and welfare of those whom we have good
reason to believe are “wheat” and not “tares”? Surely
there may be others in the world and in these various
and sundry groups of avowed Christians who are of
the wheat class and we should be trying to reach
and assist them, but not to the neglect of those who
are already fellozo-runners in the race “for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Are not
these indeed the prospective members of the King-
dom class, our brethren for whom we are to lay down
our lives? And is it not for these that Christ died and
arose from the dead, and whom He will deliver from
sin and death and give eternal life? Do not the Lord
and His apostles so present the matter?

Need of Mutual Helpfulness

Another element that might appreciably reduce pre-
judice and inconsiderate treatment of fellow members
of Christ, is the full realization that «ll who claim
the distinction of being Christians, are in the School
of Christ as disciples, learners. And so long as we re-
main in the flesh, we can learn something from our fel-
low members even though they may disagree with us
on some of the minor details of the Divine Plan—
though it may be but to confirm our own conclusions,
through careful and diligent study; hence the im-
portance of regularly meeting in class studies and other
gatherings of the brethren.

Sometimes a fellow member may act like the gover-
nor of a piece of machinery—a device for regulating
its speed. He may hold us in check from running
away with our own, preconceived ideas and petty
hohbies; or contrariwise, incite us to greater zeal and
fervor of spirit. But often, when there is a difference
of opinion on some point not altogether fundamental,
the tendency is to treat the differing one with a meas-
ure of coolness and indifference, and, in some in-
stances, even with meanness and rancor. This should
not he! Where instances of this character occur, it
indicates that the spirit of the adversary is at work
among the Lord’s people, that there is still much of
the fleshly mind to be overcome. Brother Russell once
made a statement to the effect that when anyone has
reached a condition of mind wherein he felt he had
nothing more to learn and was fully satisfied with his
spiritual attainments, from that moment he could date
his spiritual decline. And true that is..

Another test that comes to us as followers of Jesus,
is the test of our love for and fAdelity to the truth
and its interests. But therc is onc thing upon which
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we should assure ourselves and that is, that it is the
cause of truth we are espousing and not some petty
difference of opinion on other than fundamental doc-
trine ; and by fundamental doctrine is meant those im-
portant {#ruths relating to the ransom, restitution,
our Lord’s return and the establishment of His King-
dom, and our participation with Him both now and
in the future. These are the essentials of our Chris-
tian knowledge and understanding as Christ’s follow-
ers. But ofttimes harmonious conclusions cannot be
reached on even these vital truths of God's Word.
Resort is had to the use of parables and various and
sundry Scripture citations to holster the difference of
opinion. Humanly speaking it would be a wonderful
thing if all those who claim to be His consecrated
followers could see eye to eye on every item of truth;
but we know that such a state of affairs is beyond
realization while still in the flesh, this side the “vail.”
Nevertheless, we should make every possible effort
to bring about that condition. Our “oneness” should
be as real as we are able to make it; not however by
ceasing to contend earnestly for the faith, There are
many who feel that to argue the truth with those who
disagree with us in our views is a waste of conse-
crated time and energy; but this was not the attitude
of the apostles nor of ‘the carly church. The early
church had many tests similar to those now experi-
enced by the brethren, but their interest in one an-
other was real and wital, even as ours should be to-
day. “Lukewarmmness” with respect to doctrines and
other important issues seems to characterize our
times. May the Lord grant all of us strength to rise
above this spirit of indiflerence, and in every respect
be more enthusiastic Christians.

Love—The Principal Thing

While a correct understanding of the truth is es-
sential to our lives and well being as Christians, St.
Paul reminds us that even if we are {ully informed
on every item of truth-—"have all konwledge”—and
that knowledge has not produced in us that vital,
God-like characteristic called in the Common Ver-
sion, “charity” (love in its fullest sense), we are
“nothing.””  Although we may sacrifice every interest
in this lfe in order that we might be of service to
others—"“bestow all my goods to feed the poor and
thongh T give my body to be hurned”—it will be
considered valueless unless we have that quality of
mind and heart which transcends every other {eeling
and motive by which our words and acts are prompt-
ed. That transcending” quality of mind and heart
is called “love.”

The nearest approach to a definition for this qual-
ity of mind and heart might be said to be the sclf-
less henign doing of something for the benefit of
others, prompted by a joyous motive based upon hol-
incss and purity and divine righteousness. At first
thought, this definition may seem abstruse and in-
volved, but divine love is so great and wonderful
that it is beyond our powers of expression, therefore
it is difficult to formulate an adequate definition that
will properly convey the true meaning of Iove to our
minds.  As a matter of fact, Jove can best be under-
stood by noting what it does and how it acts; which
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is the method of instruction pursued by Paul in his
first epistle to the Corinthians, chapter thirteen.

Notwithstanding that we know these things, how
often we fail to put them into practice. And if we
do not put them into practice, wherein are we justi-
fled in our assurance of being recipients of God’s
greatest gifts and rewards? For only as we display
these characteristics of the greatest thing in the uni-
verse— ‘Love divine all love excelling”—can we
properly claim the heritage of the saints—to become
“joint-heirs with Christ.” (Rom, 8:17.) Note in
the expressions of St. Paul and all the apostles, their
intense earnestness for the welfare of their brethren,
reflecting the various qualifications mentioned in our
definition of love.. In this connection we quote, in
part, from St. Paul’s first epistle to the Thessalon-
ians, chapter two:

“Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor
yet of others, when we might have been burdensome,
as the apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among
you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children; so be-
ing affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to
have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only,
but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto
#s. TFor ye remember, brethren, our labor and tra-
vail; for laboring night and day, because we would
not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto
you the gospel of God. Ye are witnesses, and
God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we
behaved ourselves among you that believe: As ye
know how we exhorted and comforted and charged
every one of you, as a father doth his children. that ve
would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto
His Kingdom and glory. For this cause also we
thank God without ceasing, because, when ye re-
ceived the word of God which ye heard of us, ye re-
ceived it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth,
the word of God, which effectually worketh also in
vou that believe, . . . But we, brethren, being takeh
from you for a short time in presence, not in heart,
endeavored the ore abundantly to see your face
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with great.desire. Wherefore we would have.come
unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan
hindered us. . . . For ye are our glory and joy.”

Love—The Test of True Discipleship

In John 13:35, our Lord is recorded as saying:
“By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples,
if ye have love one to another.” It may seem strange
to some that our Lord failed to place the emphasis
on our knowing and preaching the truth as an indica~
tion of our true discipleship, but when we understand
that the truth is the means employed to the end that
we may become disciples indeed, and through it, also,
to develop characters suitable for so high a station in
the future, we can see why the Lord placed the em-
phasis on our love for one another. If we do not
have that disposition now, toward our fellow-mem-
bers in Christ, how can we ever demonstrate our
worthiness to be among the blessers of humanity in
the future? It should be our Jove for one another
that prompts us to endeavor to help others see the
grandeur and glory of His purposes as IHe has given
us to understand them.

Not only do the Lord and St. Paul affirm that the
vital test of our discipleship shall be our love for
one another but the apostles Peter and John also at-
test this fact. (See 2 Pet. 1:4-13.) St. John, in his
first epistle, third chapter and fourteenth verse,
writes: “We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren.” Brother
Russell, the most outstanding servant of God and
the truth in these last days of the Gospel age and the
forepart of the Millennium, has said, that in his opin-
ion, the final and most crucial test upon the church
will be love for the brethren. Can we discount the
value of such an array of testimony?

Our service, our sacrifice and self-denial, our
preaching and teaching are all merely an index of
our relationship to Him as brethren and fellow-heirs.
So, in conclusion, we can confidently assert that the
wital test of our Christian discipleship is wnfeigned,
fervent love for the brethren.

God’s Messages

And to the angel of the church of Pergamos write;
These things saith he which hath the sharp sword
with two edges; I know thy works, and where thou
dwellest, even where Sataw's seat 1s; and thow hold-
est fast My name, and hast not denied My faith, even
in those days wherein Antipas was My faithful mar-
tyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.
But I have a few things against thee, because thou
hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who
taught Balac to cast a stumbling block before the
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols,
and to commnit fornication. So hast thow also them
that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing
I hate.

“Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

to Two Churches

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches: To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the hidden sanna, and will
give him a white stone, and 1n the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving he that re-
ceiveth 1t.”’—Rev.2:12-17.

| HEE language of this passage of Scripture
is very significant. The fact that this church
dwelt where Satan’s seat was, indicated the
great apostasy that had taken place at that
time. The word Pergamos itself signifies “citadel,”
or “fortified.” The citadel of Troy was called by that
name. The Pergamos of Apostolic times was situ-
ated in Asia Minor. It was distinguished for science
and arts. Regarding it a commentator has said:
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“The sumptuousness of the princes raised Pergamos
to the rank of the first city of Asia as regards splen-
dor. It was a sort of union of a pagan cathedral city,
a university town, and a royal residence, embellished
during a succession of years by kings who all had a
passion for expenditure and ample means of grat-
ifying it.”

Nicene Council and the “Trinity”

The Pergamos period dates from the time when
the Roman Emperor Constantine espoused the cause
of Christianity. The first ecumenical council was held
in 325 A. D. in the city of Nice. At this convocation
a notable controversy took place over the doctrine of
the Trinity. On account of the many foreigners, be-
beving in a multiplicity of gods-—and the Romans
themselves having worshipped many deities for cen-
turies—it seemed expedient to build up the theory
of more than one god.

Indeed a monotheism seemed to be a poor affair in
the minds of the great majority of the people of that
time. It was a clever stroke of poli.ico-religious di-
plomacy to stick to one God and yet make him appear
as three Gods. In its mysticism, it was completely
baffling to reason, and hence all the more appealing
to those who had been accustomed to much mystery
in their re]igious rites; and this meant practically all
the people of the Roman empire. Indeed, it was all,
with the exception of an extremely few lovers of
truth who were willing to brave the wrath of the em-
perors and the hicrarchy for a faith that was pure
and undefiled—and there have been a few of these
in every century.

At this time, an ecarnest and humble exponent
of the truth stood forth to champion the cause of the
divine Word, IHis name was Arius. Buck says of
him, “He maintained that the Son of God was to-
tallv and essentially distinet from the Father; that
He was the first and the noblest of those beings
whom God had created—the instrument by whose
subordinate operation He formed the universe; and
therefore inferior to the TFather both in nature and
dignitv.  However, the exponents of the Nicene
ereed condemned Arius as a heretic.  His hooks
were burned, and he himself was excommunicated
and Dbanished: and the great adversary of truth
scemed to have achieved a triumph of considerable
fmportance.

“From the time the Nicene Creed was promul-

gated and accepted, A.D. 325, there was practically
no more Bible study for over twelve centuries.
During all that time Bible study was considered un-
necessary, because the “Apostohc’ bishops had form-
ulated the creeds as proper statements of the
Church's faith. To study the Bible would have
meant the studving of how to fight against the Em-
eror and the hishops.”—7. ‘15-233,

The message to the Pergamos church beging with
the words, “These things saith He which h(lth the
sharn sword with two edges.’* The speaker here
is Christ. He is the great Captain of the Lord's
armv. We are jnformed that in carly times, just
before the capture of Jericho. a warrior in glitter-
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ing armor appeared to Isracl’s new leader. Joshua
challenged him in the words, “Art thou for us, or
for our adversaries?” And the reply was,” “Nay;
but as Captain of the host of the Lord am I now
come.” So this indicates that Christ has always been
the mighty Chieftain of God’s true people. The
sword with two edges is the truth. It cuts both in-
ward and outward. The Apostle Paul refers to it as
“the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.”
The appearance of Christ with the great implement
vsed so much in war would naturally impart hope,
encouragement, and assurance of final victory to
those hard beset by the opposing forces around them,

The Lord’s Commendations and Reproofs

Our Lord tells the church at Pergamos that He
is fully cognizant of her works, that He has not over-
looked anything that she has done. He also says,
“Thou holdest fast My name, and hast not dented
My faith.” All this is very good. It speaks of loyalty
and an honest heart. And yet this church is not
without its imperfections.  Among the brethren of
that time had come certain ones who, for the sake
of gain, would betray the people of God, even as
Balaam of old coveted the gold and the approval of
Balac, and thought he could be a prophet of Jehovah
and at the same time parley and compromise with
the enemy, thus acting as a stumbling block to the
Israelites, and not proving himself to be an open
opponent to the idolatry so prevalent in his day.
Then, too, there were some exponents of Nicolait-
anism, who favored some kind of ovcrlordship of
the people. The Lord has no use for such abomina-
tions as the ones mentioned, and He frankly makes
this fact known to the church.

Christ says, “Repent.” Now repentance means
more than merely being sorry for something., It
aleo means a sincere cffort to get away from the evil.
The Master wants a pure church, “Purge out there-
fore the old leaven, that ye may be a new Iump‘
says the Apostle Paul. for “ye are unleavened.”
And again he savs, “What concord hath Christ with
Jelial? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel?  And \\hat agreement hath the temple of
God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God ... Wherefore come out from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the Tord, and touch not the un-
clean thing: and T will receive you.” 2 Cor, 6:15-17.

It must, indeed, have meant a hard fight for those
dear. devoted ones who really belonged to the Lord,
to stand up against the ccc]esmstlcal powers that
held the sword of persccution and who scrupled not
to use it. It is hard on one who is pure of heart to
behold the truth perverted, set at naught, and
trampled in the mire of tradition and worldly pol-
icy. Truly such a one needs to live very close to the
TLord, to lean very hard on that strong arm that is
mighty to deliver and defend, and to daily try to
realize that final victory \\111 perch on the bamers of
the Most High, who knows how to take care of His
own cause.

Then the Lord promises the overcomers of this
period that He will give them to eat of the hidden
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manna. In a golden pot in the Ark of God there
was a quantity of this hidden manna provided by the
Lord. It did not corrupt as did the daily manna,
hence would fittingly typify the immortal life yet
to be enjoyed by the saints, The white stone would
seem to symbolize the seal of the holy spirit in the
heart of the true Christian. Here, too, is a new name
written, which is doubtless the name of the heavenly
Bridegroom; for is it not always the name of the
bridegroom that is written in the heart of the pros-
pective bride?

And who knows this name save him that receiveth
it? The apostle says, (Rom.8:16,17) “The spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suffer with Him that we may also be glorified
together.” Then again we read, ( 1John 3:14) “We
know that we have passed | from death unto life, be-
cause we love the brethren.”” The Bridegroom’s
name stands chiefly for the quality of love; for “God
is love.” And the Christian sings

“Write Thy name upon my heart,
Thy new best name of Love”

THE MESSAGE TO THYATIRA

“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira
write; These things saith the Son of God, who
hath His eyes like unto a flamp of fire, and is feel
are like fine brass; I know thy wor Ies, and charity,
and service, and j(mh and thy palience, and thy
works, and the last to be more than the first. Not-
withstanding I have a few things against thee, be-
canse thon sufferest that woman Jezebel, which call-
cth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce My
servants to comunit fornication, and to cat t/uan
sacrificed unto idols. And I gave her space to re-
pent of her fornication; and she repented not, Be-
hold, I will cast her inie a bed, and them that com-
mit adultery with her into great tribulation, excep!
they repent of their deeds.  And T will kil ler
children with death; and all ‘the churches shall
knowo that 1 am He which searcheth the reins and
the hearts; and I will give unto every oie of you
accordmng to your works.

“But unto you I say, and wunto the vest in Thya-
tira. as many as have not this doctrine, and which
have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak:
I will put upon you none other burden. But that
which ye hewve already hold fast till I come.

“And he that overcometh, and keepeth 3y works
unto the end, to him il 1 give power over the
nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of tron;
as the wvessels of a potter shall they be broken to
shivers; even as I received of My Father. And 1
will give him the morning star. He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.”-—Rev. 2:18-29.

The word Thyatira is said to mean ‘“the sweet
perfume of labor.” It evidently applies to the period
during which the church was said to be “in the wil-

The Dawn

derness,” the time of papal supremacy. During this
period the Waldenses came into being, strongly ad-
vocating a purer and simpler form of worship. They
first preached their doctrines in France, then in Eng-
land, and afterward throughout Europe. Their zeal
was manifested under conditions of the most merci-
less persecution, and in spite of all opposition, their
teachings gained - ground, Speaking of them Buck
says:

“They denied the supremacy of the Roman pon-
tiff, and maintained that the rulers and ministers of
the church were obliged, by their vocation, to imitate
the poverty of the apostles, and to procure for them-
sclves a subsistence by the work of their hands.
They considered every Christian as, in a certain
measure, qualified and authorized to instruct, exhort
and confirm the brethren in their Christian course.
They affirmed that confession made to priests was
by no means necessary ... They maintained that the
power of delivering sinners from the guilt and pun-
ishment of their offences belonged to God alone,
They looked upon the prayers and other ceremonies
that were instituted in behalf of the dead, as vain,
useless and absurd, and denied the existence of de-
parted souls in an intermediate state of purification

. They prohibited and condemned in their society
all wars, and suits of law, and all attempts toward
the acquisition of wealth.”

From such statements we can sec that the Wald-
enses enjoyed a considerable measure of truth, and
that they were energized by the spirit of self-denial
and of sacrifice. To them, therefore, the Lord says,
“T know 1h\ works, and charity, and service, and
faith, and thy patience.” He realized all they had to
go through hecause of their lovalty to Him. Fe be-
held the strenuous efforts made by Pope Innocent 111
to crush the so-called hercsy; for this pontiff com-
manded the scattering of all such nr)n—cm}fm'lnisl‘s
and the confiscation of their property, and consigned
their sonls to eternal perdition. Then Dominic in-
stituted the Inquisition, and we all have read some-
thing of its untold horrors. The purpose of such per-
secution was to utt(‘ }' \\ip( out all r)p])osition to
papal power. Verily, the true church was in the wil-
derness, and the p(m(h of evil were enthroned for a
time.

In saving. "I have a few things against thee,” the
Lord evidently is referring to the church in general,
including the nomunal system. Possibly the indict-
ment 1s set forth chiefly for our instruction, “upon
whom the ends of the ages are come.” Tt points out
the T.ord’s abhorrence of the Jezebel svstem. We
know that Tezebcl was the chief persecutor of [lijah,
and that her power was exercised through the hus-
band. Ahab. Elijah fled from this persecution into
the wilderness where he was taken care of, and nour-
ished by the Lord. During the three and a half vears
of the prophet’s wilderness experience no rain fell,
and the people suffered from a great famine. Then
Ilijah returned from the wilderness, the true God was
recognized, and rain fell in abundance,

And all this experience of Israel’s prophet found
its antitype in the true church of Christ. It, too, was
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driven into a wilderness condition for the long period
of 1260 days {1260 years—a day for a year). Dur-
ing that time a great famine was in the land—"“not
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hear-
ing the words of the Lord.” (Amos 8:11.) Then the
errors of papacy were made manifest by the Reform-
ation movement, and there fell a rain of truth con-
cerning justification by faith, the errors of confession
to priests, of the worship of the Virgin Mary, the
custom of praying to saints, etc.

“T gave her space to repent of her fornication,”
says the Lord., The word translated space here is
“chronos,” a time of 360 years, which probably ended
three years after Luther nailed his ninety-five theses
to the church door at Wittenburg. “These he pro-
posed not as points fully established, but as subjects
of inquiry and disputation. The learned were invited
to impugn them, either in person or in writing; and
to the whole he subjoined solemn protestations of
his high respect for the apostolic see, and of his im-
plicit submissicn to its authority. No opponent ap-
peared at the time prefixed; the theses spread over
Germany with astonishing rapidity, and were read
with the greatest cagerness.”

For certain reasons a suspension of procecdings
against Luther took place for some considerable time;
but in 1520 the blow {ell. Forty-one of Luther's
propositions were condemned as heretical. Al persons
who had his writings in their possession were com-
manded to burn them. Luther himself was to be
branded as a most obstinate herctic unless he publicly
recanted within sixty days. Then he was excommun-
icated, and all princes were commanded to seize
him, i possible, so that he might be given over to the
tribunal for punishment.

“Behold, T will cast her into a bed.” said the
Lord. And certainly Fe did not mean a bed of case
and quietness, but a bed of pain and sorrow. “And
them that commit adultery with her.” Elsewhere we
find this church svstem termed “the mother of har-
fots.” At the begimming of her career she formed a
false alliance with the world. The result was a mix-
ture of church and state called “The Holvy Roman
Empire.” Here was an abomination that made deso-
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late. The Apostle Paul referred to it as “the man of
sin” that must be revealed or shown up in due time.
Then the Lord said, “I will kill her children with
death.” This assuredly He will do. “And all the
churches shall know that I am He that searcheth the
reins and the hearts.” He knows how bad “mother
of harlots” is and He also knows that the truth is not
being preached in the systems which are called the
“daughters”~—the Protestant systems.

Then the Lord says that He will give unto every
one according to the character of the works wrought.
This indeed is a fair way of dealing with all. Speak-
ing of mystic Babylon, the Revelator says, “Her sins
have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered
her iniquities.” (Rev. 18:5.) Verily her iniquities
have been great; for we read that, “In her was found
the blood of prophets, saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth.” And again we read: “The
light of a candle shall chine no more at all in thee;
and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride
shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy mer-
chants were the great men of the earth; for by thy
sorceries were all nations deceived.”—Rev, 18:23, 24,

Ah yes, her condition is very dark. There is very
little, if any, light shining in her today. Nor is it
casy to find there, the voice of the Bridegroom call-
ing for His bride. Truly, the best thing the Christian
can do is to become entirely separate from her and
her pernicious ways.
~ The great promise made to the church at this per-
tod is especially significant. The Lord’s saints could
see the mighty power of papal control. So then to
them the Lord says, “I will give power to you some
day. and this power will be so tremendous that it will
enable you to break the nations to shivers. So do not
lose faith because you are not in a position to over-
come the might of error just now. The time will
surely come when you will be able to do this. So
keep on in patience and maintain your trust in Me,
I will keep all My promises to you. And I will give
you Him who has said, “I am the bright and morn-
ing star”” In substance, this was the message of

divine promise made to the Thvatira church.—
Rev. 22:16.

THE WAY OUT

““Thy Kingdom Come’’

love? If so, is there any evidence

(Continued from page 8)

guestions with which the world is
now confronted?

We think not!

Should we conclude that the great
Intelligence who brought into exis-
tence the countless billions of heav-
enly hodies, and who causes them fo
move about ceaselessly in their or-
bits with such absolute accuracy, has
signally failed in His attempt to
produce a race of sentient ereatures
here on this small planet that can
eontinue to ex’st under conditions of
unimnaired and uninterrupted peace
and happiness?

Reason answers, No!

When Jesus was here on earth He
suggested to His disciples something
very definite in the way of world-
betterment. He said: ‘‘Pray ve,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on carth as it is done in heav-
en.””  All down through the centur-
tes earnest Christians have been re-
peatling that prayer and patiently
waiting for its answer.

Is it ever to be answered?

This Messianic praver is very def-
inite——but will such a universal
Kingdom ever really come to this old
earth? Will the Lord, fn answer to
this praver, ever establish a new
social order on this planet that will
be based upon absolute justice and

that this blessed Kingdom is near?

What kind of laws will the world
be required to obey if, and when, the
prayer, ‘‘Thy Kingdom ecome,’’ is
answered? These are but a few of
the many important questions which
Reason demands must be considered
if we are to arrive at a satisfactory
conclusion in the discussion of this
subject which is so wital to all who
are seeking a true solution of pres-
ent world distress—the divine solu-
tion.

NOTE:— This article is adapted
from the preface and first chapter
of the book, ‘‘God and Reason,’’ It
will be continued in May.



THE SIN OF ADAM
AND EVE

April 11—Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more subtil
than any beast of the field which the
Lord God had made. And he said un-
to the woman, Yea, hath God said,
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the
garden?

And the woman said unto the ser-
pent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden:

But of the fruit of the tree which
is in the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

And the serpent said unto the wo-
man, Ye shall not surely die:

For God doth know that in the day
ve eat thereof, then your eyes shall
be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.

And when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat,
and gave also unto her husband with
her; and he did eat.

And the eyes of them both were
opened, and they knew that they
were naked: and they sewed fig
leaves together, and made themselves
aprons.

And they heard the voice of the
Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day: and Adam and
his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongst
the trees of the garden.

And the Lord God called unto
Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou?

And he said, I heard Thy voice in
the garden, and I was afraid, because
I was naked; and I hid myself.

And He said, Who told thee that
thou-wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof I commanded
thee that thou shouldest not eat?

And the man said, The woman
whom Thou gavest to be with me,

she gave me of the tree, and I did
eat.

And the Lord God said unto the
woman, ‘What is this that thou hast
done? And the woman said, The
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

And the Lord God said unto the
serpent, Decause thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle,
and above every beast of the field;
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and
dust shalt thou eat all the days of
thy life:

And I will put enmity hetween
thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.

GOLDEN TEXT: The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die.—Ezek.:18:4.

CCORDING to the Bible
narrative, there can be no
question as to the origin
of sin. It began in the
mind of Lucifer, who was a free
moral being. Evidently he wanted
to gain control of our first parents.
Concerning ILucifer, the Prophet
Ezekiel wrote, “Thou hast been in
Eden, the garden of God.
Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth [protecteth]; and I have
set thee so....Thou wast perfect
in thy ways from the day that thou
wast created, till iniquity was found
in thee.” (Ezek. 28:13-15.) The
prophet Isaiah wrote, “Thou hast
said in thine heart, T will ascend in-
to heaven, T will exalt my throne
above the stars (the other angels)
of God: I will sit also upon the
mount of the congregation, in the
sides of the north: I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the Most High.”—
Isa. 14:13,14.

This shows a wrong ambition on
the part of Lucifer. He wanted to
have autocratic control of the earth,
just as God maintains absolute rule
in heaven. So he began to carry out
his inordinately ambitious designs
by instilling distrust of God into the
mind of mother Eve. The first wo-
man listened to the tempter. His

words seemed to her, to be true;
for there appeared to be nothing
harmiul in the forbidden fruit. Per~
haps, the serpent himself partook of
that fruit and in this way, gave a
convincing object lesson. The sug-
gestion offered was that here was
something calculated to make her
wise. It was the lure of the un-
known, which seemed most desir-
able.

The woman hesitated no longer;
she took some of the fruit and ate
it. Then she gave it to her husband,
and he also ate it. The eyes of both
were then opened, and they realized
fully what they had done. The
woman had been deceived by the
serpent, but the man had not been
deceived. Adam knew that the
consequence of his act would be
death. Therefore, the Apostle Paul,
when speaking of this incident,
said, “Adam was not deceived, but
the woman being deceived was in
the transgression.—1 Tim. 2:14.

It was at the time of the deflec~
tion of our first parents that the
Lord God made the first prophecy
concerning the great Seed of prom-
ise. The Lord said (Gen. 3:15),
“T will put enmity between thee
and the woman and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise His
heel.”

The picture presented by this
saying 1s that the serpent (Satan)
would follow the Seed of promise
and would inflict a painful wound
whenever it would be possible-for
him to do it, but that he would not
be permitted to destroy the Seed.
However, in due time, the Seed
would turn upon him and crush his
head, thus terminating his nefari-
ous operations.

The complete fulfilment of this
prophecy is in the future. The Seed
referred to is to be the glorified
Jesus and the exalted church, which
is called His body. Another figure
of speech used to describe the
church is that of the “bride” of
Christ. What a balancing of affairs
we thus find in the Bible! The first
man and his bride brought sin and
death into the world. The second
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man (Christ Jesus) and His bride
(the church) will bring into the
world both righteousness and life.
Eternal torment does not figure at
all in this transaction, for that God-
dishonoring doctrine is a fabrica-
tion of the Dark Ages. According
to the Scriptures, “the soul that
sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezek. 18:
4, 20.) It shall not live in any
state or condition. This proves that
the soul is mortal, not immortal.
The two great opposites of the
Bible are, life on the one hand, and
death on the other—life to those
who obey the divine law, and death
to those who disobey it.

QUESTIONS:

Is the garden of Eden story of
the fall of man true to what we
know about human nature? If so,
explain how.

I¢ the soul of man mortal or im-
mortal? Prove vour statement from
the Sceriptures.

Who was the first
what was the first sin®

sinner? and

How will Satan finally be over-
come? How is this pictured in the
book of Revélation? See chapter 20.

Who is the great Seed of promise?
Point out the wonderful balancing
of human affairs set forth in the
Word of God.

1s the dark-age theory of
torfure in any way a navt of the dis

vine plan of hunan =alvadon!

eternal

* k%

THE EFFECTS OF ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGES
April 18-—Gen 13:13; 19:23.25,
Deut. 32:31-33; Prov. 23:29-32,

But the men of Sodom were wick-
ed and sinners hefore the Lord ex-
ceedingly.

The sun was risen upon the earth
when Lot entered into Zoar.

Then the Lord rained upon Sodom
and apon Gomorrah brimstone and
fire from the Lord out of heaven;

And He overthrew those cities,
and all the plain, and all the inhab-
itants of the ecities, and that which
grew upon the ground.

TFor their rock is not as our Rock,
even our enemics themselves being
judges.

For their vine is of the vine of
Sodon, and of the fields of Gomor-
rah: their grapes are grapes of gall,
their clusters are bitter:

Their wine is the poison of dragons
and the c¢ruel venom of asps.

Who hath woe? who hath sorrow ¢
who hath contentions? who hath bab-
blings? who hath wounds without
cause? who hath redness of eyes?

They that tarry long at the wine;
they that go to seek mixed wine.

Look not thou upon the wine when
it is red, when it giveth his color in
the cup, when it moveth itself aright.

At the last it biteth like a serpent,
and stingeth like an adder,

GOLDEN TEXT: At the last it bit-
eth like a serpent, and stingeth like
an adder.—Prov. 23:32.

CCORDING to the Serip-
tures drunkenness was one
of the sins of Sodom. Per-
haps her other sins arose
out of this one. They are mention-
ed in Kzek., 16:49,50, as follows:
“Behold, this was the iniquity of
thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of
bread, and abundance of idleness
vas in her and in her daughters,
neither did she strengthen the hand
of the poor and needy. Aund they
were haughty, and committed abom-
inations before Me: therefore [
took them away as 1 saw good.”
The fact that alcoholic beverages
have proved a terrible curse to the
world is beyond question. Man has
enough to Hght against in the shape
of weakness and disease without
enfeebling his will-power and his
nervous system by the use of strong
drink. Tt is a deplorable thing, in-
deed, that man should make a fool
of himself in such a manner. Speak-
ing of intoxication the Prophet
Isaiah says: "Woe unto them that
rise up early in the morning, that
they may follow strong drink; that
continue wntil night, till wine n-

flame them! And the harp, and
the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and
wine, are in their {easts; but

they regard not the work of the
Lowrn, neither consider the opera-
tion of His hands. Therefore My
people are gone into captivity. be-
cause they have no knowledge: and
their honorable men are famished,
and their multitude dried up with
thirst. Therefore hell [sheol, the
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grave, oblivion] hath enlarged her-
self, and opened her mouth without
measure: and their glory, and their
multitude, and their pomp, and he
that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

“The mean man shall be brought
down, and the mighty man shall be
humbled, and the eyes of the lofty
shall be humbled: But the Lord of
hosts shall be exalted in judgment,
and God that is holy shall be sanc-
tified in righteousness.”Isa.5:11-16.

In Zion's Watch Tower for 1901,
we read:

"We concede that literal wine
and intoxication in general are a
dread{ul bane to Christendom; we
concede that many who occupy n-
fluential positions, as well as a
mighty host of the common people,
are greatly injured by intoxicating
liqguors. We urge and warn all the
Lord’s people against this evil, in-
sidious and contaminating  infliu-
ence. However, we are not sure
that the Lord here refers exclusively
to Iiteral intoxicating liquors. It
is true, at least, that there is another
kind of intoxication that is very
prevalent at the present time: it is
scripturally termed the wine of Bab-
yvlon: it produces an intoxication
along religious lines, and hinders
people from discerning and com-
prehending the divine Word, char-
acter and plan. It is the wine of
Churchianity, which confuses those
who use it, and beclouds their minds
m respect to true Christianity, It
addles their judgment and brings
the people into captivity to {alse
doctrines and false teachers.

“Concerning this symbolic wine
and intoxication, the Lord declares
that Babylon has made ‘all nations
[inhabitants of the earth] drunk’
with the wine of her incontinency
and unfaithfulness to Him.(Rev.-
17:2; 18:3.) The stimulating pow-
er is not the spirit of a sound mind,
hut the delusion of a false doctrine;
as the Prophet declares, they are

‘drunken,” but not with wine-—
Isa.29:9-13.”

A man who becomes inebriated
stumbles about, gets in the way of
other people, and sayvs things that
are foolish and that dishonor his
manhood. So likewise it is with
those who are spiritually drunk.
Their walk is a most unsteady one;
they stumble over objects that are
in their pathway, and are anything
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but helpful to other wayfarers.
Moreover, they say the most absurd
and unbelievable things about God.
They misrepresent the divine char-
acter and make out the kind and
loving Creator to be a monster of
cruelty. At least, most of them do
this, while others say hlasphemous
things about God in other ways. No
wonder then that the Lord, through
the Revelator, says, (Rev.18:4)
“Come out of her [Babylon, the
great city of lntoxication] my
people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of
her plagues.” Those who are not
enfeebled by Babylon’s wine of
false teaching are sturdy on their
feet to press forward, to stand for
the great cause of truth, and to wit-
ness for the Lord and His glorious
kingdom.

QUISTIONS:

Just why did God condemn and
punish Sodom?

What are the injurious effects of
literal intoxieation?

What other kind of drunkenness
is mentioned in the Seriptures? How
are people drawn into such intemp-
erance?

How has great Babylon made all
nations drunk with the wine of the
wrath of her fornication?-Rev.18:3.

While wine imparts a fecling of
false strength, how is real strength
obtained, and what are the various
stages in its development?

£ S

THE OBEDIENCE OF NOAH
April 25—Gen. 8:20-22; 9:8-17,

And Noah builded an altar unto
the Lord; and took of every clean
heast, and of cvery clean fowl, and
offered burnt offerings on the altar.

And the Lord smelled a sweet sav-

or; and the Lord said in Idis heart,
T will not again curse the ground
any more for man’s sake; for the
imagination of man’s heart is evil
from his youth; neither will I again
smite any more everything living,
as I have done. ;
. While the earth remaineth, sced-
time and harvest, and cold and heat,
and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease.

And God spake unto Noah, and to
hig sons with him, saying, o

And I, behold, I establish My cov-
enant with you, and with your seed
after you;

And with every living creature
that is with you, of the fowl, of the
cattle, and of every beast of the
earth with you; from all that go out
of the ark, to every beast of the
earth.

And T will establish My covenant
with you; neither shall all flesh be
cut off any more by the waters of a
flood; neither shall there be any more
a flood to destroy the earth.

And God said, This is the token of
the covenant which I make hetween
me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for perpetual gen-
erations:

I do set My bow in the clouds, and
it shall be for a token of a covenant
between Me and the earth.

And it shall come to pass, when
I bring a cloud over the earth, that
the bow shall be scen in the cloud:

And I will remember My cove-
nant, which is between Me and you
and every living ereature of all flesh;
and the waters shall no more become
a flood to destroy all flesh,

And the bow shall be in the ¢loud;
and I will look upon it, that I may
remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living crea-
ture of all flesh that is upon the earth.

And God said unto Noah, This is
the token of the covenant, which T
have established between me and all
flesh that is upon the earth.

GOLDEN TEXT: By faith Noah,
being warned of God of things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an ark to the saving of his
house.— Heb, 11:7.

HIZ faith of Noah was
placed implicitly in the

word of God. Noah had

= never scen a rainfall; for
such a thing had never taken place.
Thus we read: “The Lord God
had not caused it to rain upon the
earth, ... but there went up a mist
from the earth, and watered the
whole face of the ground.” (Gen.—
2:5,6.) Adam, therefore, did not
see a rainstorm during his lifetime
of 930 years. Owing to the great
canopy of water vapor eatirely sur-
rounding the earth, such a thing as
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rain could not have taken place un-
til the floodgates of heaven were
opened in the mighty deluge of
waters that came down in Noah's
day.

Noah was therefore called upon
to take a course the world could
not possibly appreciate or under-
stand. When a man predicts some-
thing that has never taken place
before, he is generally considered
out of his mind. Imagine construct-
ing a great ship over five hundred
feet in length. Doubtless the ques-
tion in the minds of the people was,
How could such a vessel possibly
be launched? To suppose for a mo-
ment that the water would come up
to the vessel, must have been the
standing joke of the time. It took
faith, determination, and strength
of will to go ahead with such a
task as this. Truly, the world was

sunk in gross materialism at this

time. But the life of Noah is a
bright star that shines out amid
all the darkness of the wickedness
of that evil day. He prepared the
means of his own salvation; and
in due time, he and bis family sailed
away from that world, and after a
season became the progenitors of
human life in the second world or
age.

The bow in the clouds is a scien-
tific proof that there cannot be an-
other flood shmilar to the one that
took place at the end of the first
world. A rainbow js caused by the
sun's ravs being Dbroken up into
their constituent parts by an aque-
ous envelope that lies in the earth’s
atmosphere. Before the flood. there
was too much water vapor in the
air to permit this prismatic effect
to occur; but subsequent to the
flood, the amount of water in the air
was just enough to cause the sun’s
ravs to be bent in the required
manner. Therefore the rainbow is
a sure and unfailing sign of a sure
and unfailing covenant, made by
God between Himself and every
living creature upon the earth, that
never again will the earth be des-
royed by a literal flood.

A faith similar to Noah's is re-
quired on the part of God’s people
today. Jesus predicted that at the
end of the present age conditions
in the world would be comparable,
in a sense. to what they were in the
days of Noah. His words are,
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“But as the days of Noe were, so
shall also the toming [parousia,
presence] of the Son of man be.
For as in the days that were De-
fore the flood they were eating and
drinking, ‘marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and knew not
until the flood came, and took them
all away ; so shall the coming [pres-
ence] of the Son of man he’—
Matt. 24:37-39.

Here, then, is a parallel that is
plainly set forth in the Scriptures;
viz., the ending of the first world,
and the closing period of the pres-
ent world or age. As Noah was
present when God was preparing
to send down the flood, so Christ
is present now and the elements are
in the process of preparation for the
overthrow of the system of things
constituting the social, political and
ccclesiastical world.  Today, those
who can read the signs of the times
require the faith of Noah so
that they may loyally stand on the
side of right, and bravely proclaim
the coming cataclysm and the sub-
sequent establishment of the King-
dom of God.

QUESTIONS:

In what partiecular ways was the

prediction of a coming deluge a great

test to the faith of Noah?

T{ow s a rainhow formed? Is it a
scientific as well as a Seriptural
proof that there will never again be
a flood Jike the one that overwhelmed
the first world?

Is a faith similar to that of Noah
required of God’s people today?
TTow shonld such a faith be mani-
{ested? .

Point out the parallelism between
the closing period of the first dis-
pensation and the closing time of the
present world or age.

Was the ark itself a kind of type
or picture? If so, of what? Tow
do we get into the ark of safety?
And how do we maintain our position
there?

TREE TRACTS: Send for an as
sortment, and ask to have included
a free samnle of THE DAWN man-
azine. Address, The Dawn, 13¢
Fulton Street, Brooklvn, N, Y.

ABRAHAM A MAN
OF FAITH

May 2—Gen. 12:1-9; 13:14-18.

Now the Lord had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy
father’s house, unto a land that I will
shew thee:

And T will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and
make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing:

And I will bless them that hless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

So Abram departed, as the Lord
had spoken unto him; and Lot went
with him; and Abram was seventy
and five yvears old when he departed
out of Haran.

And Abram took Sarai his wife,
and Lot his brother’s son, and all
their substance that they had gath-
ered, and the souls that they had
gotten in Haran; and they went forth
to go into the land of Canaan; and
into the land of Canaan they came.

And Abram passed through the
land unto the place of Sichem, unto
the plain of Morch. And the Canaan-
ite was then in the land.

And the Lord appeared unto Ab-
ram and said, Unto thy seed will T
give this land: and there builded
he an altar unto the Lord, who ap-
peared unto him.

And he removed from thence unto
a mountain on the east of Bethel,
and pitched his tent, having Bethel
on the west, and Hai on the east; and
there he huilded an altar unto the
Lord, and called upon the name of
the Lord.

And’ Abram journeyed, going on
still toward the south.

And the Lord said unto Abram,
after that Lot was separated from
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and
look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and east-
ward, and westward:

For all the land which thou seest,
to thee will T give it, and to thy seed
for ever.

And T will make thy seed as the
dust of the earth: so that if a man
can nuamber the dust of the earth,
then shall thy seed also he numbered.
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Arise, walk through the land in the
length of it and in the breadth of it;
for 1 will give it unto thee.

Then Abram removed his tent, and
came and dwelt in the plain of
Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built
there an altar unto the Lord.

GOLDEN TEXT: By faith Abraham,
when he was called to go into a place
which he should after receive for an
inheritance, obeyed. ~— Heb. 11:8,

HE first great proof and
test of Abraham's faith was
that he was willing to break
up housekeeping and move
out into the wilderness at the call
of God. Tt was a big undertaking,
and he had nothing but the word of
the Lord to rely upon. He first
settled: in a place called Haran, and
here it was that his father Terah
died and was laid to rest. Then Ab-
raham fook his wife and his nephew
and departed from Haran. e was
seventy-five years old at this time,
so was not a young man, In due
time, the party arrived in the Jand
of €Canaan.

The next test placed upon Abra-
ham .was that he should offer up
his son Isaac. The Lord was quite
explicit about this, and nothing else
but Isaac would do. It meant a
three days journey to go to Mount
Moriah, which was the place set for
the sacrifice. Abraham did not ar-
gue with the Lord about the as-
tounding command that had been
given to him. He made up his mind
to do exactly what was required
of him, even though the killing of
Isaac would mean the destruction
of the seed of promise. So the
patriarch arose early in the morning
and. took his son and some other
voung ‘men and went forth to Mor-
iah. Arriving there, he Dbuilt an
altar and placed the wood in the
accustomed way, then lifted the
knife to slay his son, when the an-
gel of the Lord stepped in and pre-
vented the deed.

The  Apostle Paul throws light
upon this matter. e says that
Abraham was willing to obey God's
command because he knew that God
could raise Tsaac from the dead.
This shows that he trusted God im-
plicitly. God was so pleased with
Abhraham that he made with him a

(Contimied on page 33)



The Creation of Adam

) T IS interesting to be in a warm country in
l the winter season,” observed Uncle Eb, as
&é he began to tell our Bible St.ory. “In lands
oo lying near the equator there is no snow, and
one does not nced to wear a heavy overcoat and
warm gloves or mitts, as we do in this country. Then
there are beautiful flowers there, when everything in
the woods and gardens here appears withered and
lifeless.

“In the place where God made man it was pleasant
all the year round. It was just a large, beautiful
garden. You know its name of course. It is called
the Garden of Eden. Many fine trees and plants
were in this garden. Then one did not need to go
hungry, for there was plenty of fruit. It must have
been very pleasant work for man to attend to a place
like this, Everything must have seemed wonderful
to him at first, for everything in nature is wonderful.
An earthworm seems to be a common thing indeed,
but please remember that man with all his education
and all his power cannot make an earthworm. In
fact, man cannot make a single thing that has life.

“One day 1 was walking along the shore of the
Gulf of Mexico when I picked up some curious look-
ing shells. One of them was a bi-valve, and very
tiny ; but I pried the shell apart, and there was a liv-
ing creature in it, as snug as. you please. And
it moved its head as much as to say, Please do not
hurt me. And I didn’t hurt it, for it was a cute little
chap that was making its home on the shore of the
great ocean. [ thought to myself, How wonderful
are the works of God! All the men in the world
could not make a creature like that, dwelling so com-
fortably within its white palace walls.

“And as for a tree, what an interesting thing that
is, with its great branches waving in the air, and its
thousands of leaves, which are really its lungs. There
are many different kinds of trees. Some trees bear
apples, some bear pears, others peaches, apricots,
olives and different kinds of nuts. And there are
orange trees, date palms, besides bundreds of other
kinds of trees. It was God who made all the trees;
and He made them before He made man.

“God also made millions of fishes, and put them in
the ocean as well as in the rivers and lakes to live
Then e made the animals, such as the rabbit, the
fox, the bear, the elephant, the lion, the tiger, and
many others that roam the forests and wild places of

the earth. And He did not forget to make our friend
the dog; also the cat, the horse, the cow, and other
animals that serve man in various ways. You see,
the Lord God took a long time to prepare the earth
for human beings before He made them. He wanted
to have a nice place for them to dwell. And I think
that He succeeded very well; for the garden of Eden
was more beautiful than any part of the world that
we have ever seen.

“If T should make any mistakes in this story,
remarked Uncle Eb, “I want you children to put up
your hands and to correct me; for it is possible for
any one to make a mistake,

“Well, the Bible tells us that on the sixth creative
day, God made man. DBecause IHe wanted a being on
earth like Himself, He created man in His own
image. The first man’s name was Joshua.

“Why, how is this? 1 see a lot of hands up. Was
I wrong, Peter?”

“Indeed you were,” replied Peter, with quite a
bit of satisfaction, “the first man’s name was Adam.”

“Well, now, sure enough, you are right. Adam is
the name the Bibe gives us—-my mistake! It is
claimed that the name Adam means “red earth,” be-
cause God made man out of the dust of the carth.
You see, the Lord just took the same things that
everything else is made of and with these made man.
He made this wonderful human body. Ide created a
framework of two hundred and six bones, and IHe
put flesh over them; and He made hundreds of mus-
cles and nerves, and connected all these things to-
gether. He made the feet and legs to enable man to
walk and run. He made the hands so that man
could pick up things and carry them around; and do
so many things, indeed, that T could’t name the half
of them.

“Man uses his hands to write letters, to run a
typewriter, to play on musical instruments, to paint
pictures and buildings, to build bridges and great
buildings, and thousands of other things. Then God
made the eyes. And what wonderful eves they are!
How could we possibly get along without them?
These eyes of ours can see the green grass, the leafly
trees, the flowers of the garden, the birds, the clouds,
the blue sky, the majestic hills, the rivers, lakes and
scas, the faces of our friends, the golden sunshine,
and all the beautics in the world around us. How

3
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‘thankful we ought to be for the gift of our eyesight !

“And God didn't stop with the eyes, but He made
the ears, too. In the ear there is a little drum, and
this drum picks up the sound vibrations and by
means of nerves sends them to the brain, and in this
way we are enabled to hear the sound of the running
brook, the songs of the birds, the wind in the tree
tops, the noise of thunder, the roaring waves of the
ocean, the mewing of Miss Pussy as she asks for a
taste of milk, the barking of doggie as he tells us
that he wants to play or run off after some four-
footed friend of his. And best of all, we can hear the
words we speak to one another. Sometimes those
words are not nice to hear, and they make us angry
when another person says them; but on the other
hand, frequently they are pleasant to hear; for we
all like to hear kind words. Let us all seek to speak
words of kindness.

“Then the kind Creator has
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replied Uncle Eb.  “It was something that gave
strength, for it was the ‘breath of life,” which, when
it came in proper contact with the wonderful body
that God had made, produced that strange thing we
call life. No one knows just what this thing is, but
we know that we have it in our bodies; and that
when it leaves us, we hecome dead, and do not know
anvthing at all.

“So then, God put the breath of life in the first
man and he became a living being. He could then
breathe the air into his lungs. IHe could behold the
wonderful world around him. He could smell the
fragrance of the flowers. He must have felt very
grateful to God for having made him the fine, noble
creature that he was.

“Then God made a fine hig monkey to be with
Adam-—T see some hands up. What does this mean ?”’

given us a sense of smell, so
that even if we are in another
room, we can tell there is a
good dinner awaiting us out
there on the table. Then we
have the sense of feeling or
touch, and the sense of taste.
Now who can tell me how
many natural senses I have
named? Can you, John?”

“I think you named five,”
replied John,

“Five is right,” said Uncle
Eb “And we feel that we
could not get along very well
without any of these senses.
Who can tell me just what is
the most important part of the
human body 7"

“T think it must
heart,” said Esther.

“Perhaps the tongue,’
gested Paul.

be the

)

sug-

“Well, now, those are very
important things,” commented
Uncle Eb; “but my thought
is the brain. You see, the brain is situated in the
head, enclosed in a bony structure, called the skull,
and is the part of the body we use when we think.
All of our thoughts are manufactured in this factory
of the brain. The bramn has millions of tiny cells,
and it is connected with every part of the body by
means of nerves. If the nerves connecting your
arm with your brain were cut, you could not move
your arm. And the same is true of the limbs, and
of every other part of the body. This gives you some
idea of what an important organ the brain is.

“But there was something that God had to pur
in man before he could use his brain, or other organs
of the body. What was this? Who can teli us?”’

“Tt must have been strength,” Ruth suggested.
“Well, you are not far from the right answer,”

An Artist’s Conception of the Creation of Adam

“God didn't make a monkey to live with Adam,
i ncle BB protested Peter, “He made a woman.”

“Well, well, now, I do declare! Didn’t I make a
tremendous mistake,” exclaimed Uncle Eb, with a
twinkle in his eye. “Of course it wasn't a monkey
that God mace at all—not then, because He had cre-
ated monkeys long before that. There is a big dif-
ference between a man and a monkey and between a
woman and a monkey. And if God had given a
monkey to Adam for a companion, 1 feel sure that
he would not have been at all satisfied. Monkeys are
all right in their place, but they can't take the place
of human beings. Yes, it was a woman that God
made; and her name was Eve, and He gave this
heautiful woman to Adam in the garden of Eden,
They lived together there very happily for a time—
well, T'll tell you about that in the next story.”
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GOD’S KINGDOM NEAR

QUESTION: In Matthew 24:33 we read,’ When ye
shall see all these things, know that it ig near, even at
the docrs.’”’ The marginal note on this text suggests
““He'' jnstead of ‘‘it,’’ making that part of the pass-
age read, ‘‘know that He is near, even at the doors.”’
Would not this prove that all the various signs given
in this great prophecy of our Lord, are signs that He
is soon to coine, rather than that He is already present?

ANSWER: The personal pronoun “He” appear-
ing in the margin of our Common Version Bible is
merely in the nature of a suggestion on the part of
the translators, as they doubtless thought it would
add clarity to the passage. These translators had no
hope for anything beyond the second coming ot
Christ, except that a few of the saintly ones of the
carth would be taken to heaven, and that all the re-
mainder of mankind would be consigned to a burning
hell, while the earth itself would be destroved by a
literal fire. Obviously, then with these views, the
pronoun “it” wouldn’t convey any great depth of
meaning to these sincere men: so they decided it
would be more meaningful if the pronoun “He” were
used.

Fortunately, however, we do not need to depend
upon the suggestions of the translators as to what this
text really has reference to, as St. TLuke, recording
the same statement by Jesus, goes into greater de-
tail than does St. Matthew. Instead of abbreviating
this part of his report of Jesus’ prophecy, Iuke in-
dicates what the “it” really refers to, saving, “So
likewise, ye, when ve see these things come to pass,
know ye that the Kingdom of God is nigh’” —
TLuke 21:31.

This makes the matter plain, showing, as it does,
that the same signs which betoken the parousia, or
presence of the Master, were also to be signs of the
nearness of the Messianic Kingdom. The old world
order must be destroyed before the new Kingdom be-
comes operative for the blessing of the people, and
the Scriptures show clearly that the Master would bhe
present during the overthrow of Satan’s empire. Tt
is very important to keep clearly in mind the chron-
ological order of events relative to this subject, if we
are to understand it properly.

In the interlinearv translation of the FEmphatic
Diaglott the personal pronoun “He” is given, al-
though Prof. Wilson in his arranged translation in
the right-hand column. changes it to “it.” DBut
he could hardly he blamed for this, for he held to the
traditional, dark-age conception of the coming of
Christ and the end of the world, so his translation
would be influenced by his views. That Jesus was
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signs of the necarness of
His Kingdom as well as of His own personal pres-
ence, is also indicated hy the first verse of the next
chapter, which reads, “Then shall the Kingdom of
heaven be likened unto ten virgins,” cte.

in this prophecy presenting

Tt has long been understood by nominal church
students of the Bible that the end of the world follows
the second coming of Christ. So far as we are aware,
no one has ever taught that the earth would first he
destroyed, the good people all sent to heaven, the bad
to hell, and then, after that, Christ would come. No,
all have agreed that the reverse of this is the manner
in which it is presented in the Bible. The difficulty
with many sincere students has been that they did
not recognize that the destruction of “this present
evil world” did not imply the literal burning up of
the earth. They saw clearly that the end of the world
would follow the coming of Christ, but supposing
that the destruction of that day was to be literal, they
tried to imagine Jesus coming, followed almost in-
stantly by a mighty upheaval of nature, the ecarth
bursting into flames, with the whole affair completed
within one 24-hour day. No wonder these good
people failed to properly understand the subject of
cur Tord’s second presence.

The Apostle Paul savs that the “day of the Tord”
comes, and then “sudden destruction.” (1 Thes. 5:
1-53.) St. Peter savs, “the day of the Tord” will
come, “in the which the heavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements shall m~lt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the worke that are
therein shall be burned up.” (2 Pet. 3:10.) Tt is pass-
ages of this kind that our nominal chireh {riends
use to prove that Jesus will come hefore the earth is
“hurned up,” and thev are right so far as the chron-
ological order of the events are concerned:; but
wrong, of course, as to the nature of the burning.

So far as the literal earth is concerned. the Bible
makes it clear that it is to abide for ever. (Fecl. 1:4.)
It is the symbolic earth that is destroyed following
the Lord’s coming. The symbolic earth is com-
posed of the various “elements” which make up
our modern “civilization.” Iverybody knows that
these “elements” are even now disintegrating, which
means a “melting,” or breaking down of the old or-
der of things. Dailv, and on every hand, the close
student of prophecy can see the fulfilment of one after
another of the divine forecasts relative to this day of
distress and destruction.  Yes, “this present evil
world” is almost literally tumbling down on the
heads of those who are feverishly endeavoring to
uphold it.

Now if the parousia or presence of Christ were to
precede this time of destruction, as the Scriptures so
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clearly show, we can arrive at only one conclusion,
and that is, that His coming is already in the past,
that He is now present as the great spiritual King,
directing the overthrow of Satan’s empire, and pre-
paring for the full establishment of the Kingdom of
God—the “new heavens and new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” All the various signs, there-
fore: the “distress” of nations, “men’s hearts failing
them for fear,” the budding of the fig tree, etc., are
evidences both of His parousia and of the nearness
of His Messianic Kingdom.

April

AS THE LIGHTNING

QUESTION: When Jesus said that His parousia
would be as the ‘‘lightning,”’ did He not mean a sud-
den appearing and manifestation to all mankind?

ANSWER: Our lord’s statement which is re-
ferred to in this question, is that of Matthew 24:27,
which we quote: “For as the lightning cometh out
of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall
also the coming [parousia, presence] of the Son of
man be.” Here, as with every text of Scripture, it is
wmportant to take the context into consideration if
we are to arrive at a correct understanding of what
it means. Doing this, we find that Jesus is not seek-
ing to illustrate fiow long it would take Him to come,
but rather, the manner in which His presence will
become manifest, or the effects of His presence.

The preceding text reads: “Wherefore if they
shall say unto you, Behold He is in the desert; go not
forth: behold, He is in the secret chambers ; believe it
not.” Then follows the illustration of the “lightning.”
Clearly, thus, does the Master teach that His
second presence would not be like the presence of a
human being, in the sense that he could be located in
some secret hiding place, or isolated in some one def-
inite spot in the earth; or that by organizing a search-
ing party there would be a possibility of finding I1im.
Rather, His presence would be known through a
world-wide diffusion of light, shining from the ecast
even unto the west. Certainly Jesus could not have
used a better illustration to show us that His presence
would be recognized by the effects it would produce
in the earth, rather than by seeing IMim as an indi-
vidual in some certain part of the carth.

The Greek word translated “lightning” in this
text is astrape. Professor Strong tells us that this
word is a derivative of astrapio, which in turn is from
the Greek word asfer, meaning a star. It is from
these original roots that we get our words astronom-
ical and astronomy. Astrape, then, is associated
with the thought of a “bright shining” produced by
heavenly bodies, or God-given light. Once (Luke 11:
36) it is used to describe the light that comes
from a candle; but even here, the bright shining of
the candle is used to illustrate the hght of divine
truth enjoyed by those who are in heart-harmony
with the Lord.

Tn Matthew 28:3 the Greek word astrape is used
to describe the bright countenance of the angel of the
Lord that rolled away the stone from in front of
Jesus’ tomh—this evidently was a supernatural bright-
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ness. Again, Jesus said, “I beheld Satan as lightning
{astrape] fall from heaven.” (Luke 10:18.) In the
Old Testament the fallen Lucifer is described as hav-
ing been one of the bright sfars of God——one of the:
morning stars, It was this bright, shining one that
Jesus saw fall from his high position in the divine
arrangements.

In Revelation 4:5; 8:5; 11:19, and 16:18, this
same word astrope is used and translated “light-
nings.” It is interesting to note that in each of these:
instances the thought conveyed is that of the diffus—
ion of light. These lightning flashes are shown to
come, either from the “throne,” or to be closely asso-
ciated with the “great earthquake’—so great that
never was there anything like it before. This evident-
ly is the great time of trouble which follows the
lightning-like parousia of the Master.

In every instance, therefore, this word astrape
has to do with the diffusion of light. This is the same:
thought suggested by the Psalmist when he said,
“His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth
saw and trembled, The hills melted like wax at the
presence of the Tord, at the presence of the Lord of
the whole earth.” (Psa. 97:4,5.) Jesus said that the
astrape or “bright shining” of His presence would
be so all-pervading that it would reach from the east:
even unto the west. In this respect, it will be as the
light of the sun. Indeed, Jesus is referred to as “the
Sun of righteousness” which shall arise, “with heal~
ing in His wings.”—Malachi 4:2.

There is no single Greek word that adequately
describes in full, all the details or phases of the Mas-~
ter’s second presence. It is only as we put together
all the various passages bearing on the subject that:
we obtain the complete thought of what it will mean
to the church and the world. Had Jesus indicated
that His parousia was to be exactly as the rising of
the literal sun, it would not have been in harmony
with other statements of the Scriptures. So far as
its world-wide aspect is concerned—‘from the east
even unto the west”—it 7s like the sun. It is like the
sun also, in that all during the Kingdom reign it wilp
bring “healing” to the people; but as to the diffus-
ion of light, it will not be as the sun, because the sun
flls the earth with bright light, from the time of its
rising until its going down n the evening. This will
not be so of the light of Christ’s presence.

Concerning the thousand-year day of the Lord’s
parousia, the prophet says, “And it shall come to pass
in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:
but it shall be one day which shall be known to the
Lord, not day, nor night; but it shall come to pass,
that at evening time it shall be light.” (Zech. 14:6,7.)
The prophet describes two peculiarities of this day s
namely, that during the day it will be partly dark
and partly light, and that in the evening, it shall be
light. Most days are the opposite of this, in that
prior to the evening they are light, and then, with
the approach of evening, it gradually becomes dark.

Thus we see, that while the light of the new day
will be general, from “east to west,” yet, not until
the evening, will it be as full and bright as the light
of the sun. First of all, the light of the Lord’s par-
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ousia, will he recognized only by the faithful watchers,
because ‘yve brethren are not in darkness that that day
should overtake you as a thief.” “Ye are the children
of the day,” said the apostle, and as children of the
day, we should be enjoying the light of the day—
light that reveals the presence of the Lord to the
watchers now, even as i1t will reveal His presence to
all mankind later, when the day-time of His King-
dom is fully ushered in.

PAROUSIA, EPIPHANEIA, APOKALUPSIS

QUESTION: I understand that the New Testament
uses tnree different words with reference to the time
of Christ’s presence. Aire we to understand that these
three words are descriptive of progressive stages or
periods of His pregence?

ANSWER: No! The word parousia alone is
used to describe the fact of Jesus’ presence, while
the other two words, epiphancia and apokalupsis,
are terms which are used in the Bible to describe the
effects of His parousia, or presence. The period of
Christ’'s presence, first as Chief Reaper in the harvest,
and then as King in the Kingdom, continues all the

way through to the end of the Millennial age. His
ejzphmz(’m (bright shining), and apokalupsis, (re-

vealment), are also going on during this entire period.

The epiphaneia, or bright shining of Ilis presence
has to do with the great increase of knowledge that
accompanies His parousia; and it is this bright shin-
ing that reweals His parousia.  The bright shining
first of all, reaches and blesses the faithiul watchers
with a knowledge of events pertaining to the day of
the Lord, It is in this day of the Lord, or “time of
the end,” that knowledge along all lines is increased.
Not only is the church blessed by this knowledge,
but it is designed to accomplish other things as well.
For example, speaking of the great anti-christ sys-
tem, the apostle says, “whom the Lord shall consume
with the spirit of His mouth 1, and shall destroy with
the brightness (epiphancia) of His coming (parousia,
presence).”—2 Thes. 28,

Thus does the apostle tell us that the destruction
of the “man of sin,” or antichrist, will be accomplished
by the brightness of the Master's parousia.  1las not
the great increase of knowledge resulting from the
Master’s presence already hdd ‘(\as‘mtmgr effects
upon that apostate system? The antichrist system is
composed of the union of church and state. and this
system is alreadv practically destroved in the carth,
True, the various elements that composed it are still
in existence, but even these are rapidly disintegrat-
ing and losing their hold upon the people—and all
because of the great “increase of knowledge” re-
sulting from His presence.

This brightness of His presence is to continue and
increase until at the very close of the Kingdom per-
iod. Tt shall be fully light when the knowledge of the
glory of God will completely fill the earth as the wat-
ers cover the sca. And just so, shall the apokalup-
sis, or revealment of the Master’s presence continue,
until finallv, not only the faithful watchers, but all
men. Yevery eve.” shall see or recognize the fact of
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His parousia. The great time of trouble will have
much to do with His revealment to the world of man-
kind,

HOW JOHN THE BAPTIST KNEW JESUS

QUESTION: In the Iebruary issne of The Dawn,
you state that John the Baptist recognized the Messiah,
not by His facial expression, but by properly inter-
preting signs which the Lord gave. In John 1:29, wiere
John says, ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God,’’ it sesms to
show that he, in some way, recognized Jesus by His
appearance. How do you explain?

ANSWER : We need merely to read verses 30-34
of this same chapter to find the answer to this ques-
tion. Twice in this passage, To]m is recorded as say-
mg, “And I knew Him not,” that is, by His appear~
ance. Explaining the manner in w hich he knew that
Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah, John says,
“but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt sce the Spirit
descending, and remaining on Him, the same is He
which baptizeth with the holy spirit. And T saw,
and bare record that this is the Son of God’—De-
cause he saw the spirit descend upon Jesus.

IDENTITY IN THE RESURRECTION

QUESTION: Are there any Scriptures which indi-
cate clearly that persons will recognize each other in
the resurrection, and remember anything about their
past lives?

ANSWIER: Yes, there are many Scriptures which
show unmistakably that those who are restored to
life upon the carth during the Messianic Kingdom
period will recognize each other as former iriends
and relatives; (md also that all the resurrected ones
will have a definite recollection of their past lives.
This. indeed, is one of the blessed featnres of the
resurrection hope as presented in the Word of God.
Were the identity of the individual to be lost, to him-
self and others, the resurrection hope would be value-
Jess: in fact, it would be no hope at all. A few of
the Scriptures hearing on the subject, follow:

“Therefore, thus saith the T.ord who redeemed
Abraham. concerning the house of Jacob, Jacolh shall
not now be ashamed; neither shall his face now wax
pale [as when he Imm(‘]l' lived]. DBut when Jie
seeth his children, the work of Mine hands i the
midst of him, they shall sanctify My name, 'md sanc-
tify the IL)I\ One of Jacob, and shall fear the God
of Isracl.” (Isa. 29:22,23.) This promise was made
long vears after Jacob died . hence can be fulfilled only
m and by the resurrection.

In God's promise to the Israelites of a resurrection
for them, IHe shows that they will then remember
their former iniquities, and will be filled with shame

when brought face to face with the Sodomites, who
will alsn he resurrected during the Kingdom era. We

quote:  “\When T shall bring again their captivity,
the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the
captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then shall I
Lring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst
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of them: That thou mayest bear thine own shame,
and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done,
in that thou art a comfort unto them. . . . Then thou
shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when
thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy
younger: and I will give them unto thee for daught-
ers, but not by thy covenant. And I will establish
My covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I
am the Lord. That thou mayest remember and be
confounded, and never open thy mouth any more be-
cause of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee
for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God.”—
FEzek. 16:53, 54, 61-63.

29

God’s promise to mothers that their dead children
will be restored to them would be meaningless if the
mothers were not able to recognize their little ones
when resurrected. Notice the language of the pro-
phet on this point: “Thus saith the Lord; A voice
was heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping;
Rachel weeping for her children rcfused to be com-
forted for her children, for they were not. Thus saith
the Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine
eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded,
saith the Lord; and they shall come again from the
land of the enemy. And there is hope in thine end,
saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again to
their own border.”—Jer. 31:15-17.

Outline For

THE DIVINE FAMILY

TEXT: To us there is but one God, the Father,
of whom are all things, and we in Him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we
by Him.—1 Corinthians 8:6.

Swummary of First Part: God the Father—His
name; His character; His four principal attributes,
and the ways in which they operate or are mani-
fested during the various ages of the divine plan.

Second Part—The Lord Jesus Christ

(1) Did our Lord exist as a spirit being before He
was made flesh?
John 1:1, 2; John 8:14, 23, 58; John 17:5; John
6:51.
Scripture Studies—Vol. 5, page 84, par. 1 and 2;
page 85, par. 2, 3 and page 86; pages 88 to 90.

(2) What do we know of His position and activities
in His pre-human state?
John 1:3; Col. 1:15-17.
Scripture Studies—Vol. 5, page 87, par. 1; page
92, par. 3; page 93, par. 1 and 2.

(3) Did the Logos actually give up His spirit nature
and become a man?
Phil. 2:6, 7; 2 Cor. 8:9; John 1:14; Ieb. 2:9;
Gal. 4:4.
Watch Towers—1907, bot. page 362 (Reprints,
4008, par. 1); 1911, page 208, par. 1-3 (Reprints,
4095, par. 1-3); 1915, page 248 (Reprints, 5748,
col. 2, par. 3 and 4.
Scripture Studies—Vol. 5, bot. page 93 to page
95, par. 1

(4) What purposes of God were accomplished by
Christ’s earthly life and sacrificial death?

(a) Redemption of Adam’s race:
Heb. 2:9; John 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6; 1 Cor. 15:21;
Mark 10:45; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19.
Scripture Studies—Vol. 5, bot. page 393.

Berean Study

(b) The way to immortality was opened for Himself.
Phil. 2:8, 9; Heb. 12:2; Eph. 1:20, 21; John 5:26.
Watch Towers—1895, page 146, par. 1, 2 (Re-
prints, 1829, par. 4, 5).

(¢) The way to joint-heirship with Christ was opened
to the church:

Heb. 2:10; Rom. 2:7; 2 Pet. 1:2-4; 1 John 3:2.
Scripture Studies—Vol. 6, page 721, par. 1, 2;
Vol. 5, page 394-396.

(5) What is Christ’s relationship to the church?

(a) Example: 1 Peter 2:21; John 13:13-17, 34.
Seripture Studies—Vol. 1, page 196, par. 1; Vol
6, page 66, 67.

Watch Towers—1890, page G (Reprints, 1262, col.
2, par. 3 to page 1263); 1900, page 262 (Reprints,
2689, par. 3-6); 1916, page 38 (Beprints, 6040,

par. 1-4).
(b) High Priest: Heb. 2:17; 3:1; 4:15, 16; 5:5; 7:26;
8:1; 10:21.

Scripture Studies—Vol. 5, page 128, last par.;
page 161, last par.
Watch Towers—I1891, page 154 (Reprints, 1335,
col. 1, par. 7).

(¢) Advocate: 1 John 2:1; Rom. 8:34.
Watch Towers—1906, page 25 (Reprints, 3708, col.
2, par. 2); 1914, page 200 (Reprints, 5491, col.
1, par. 6, col. 2, par. 2).

(6) What are some of the ways in which Jesus is
pictured in the Bible?

(a) Bridegroom: John 3:20.
(b) Captain: Heb. 2:10.

(¢) Lamb of God: John 1:29.
(d) Shepherd: John 10:14.
(e) Corner Stone: Eph. 2:20.
(f) Bread: John 6: 33, 48.

(7) What does the Bible tell us of Jesus’ exaltation?
Phil. 2:9; Heb. 1:1:19.
Scripture Studies—Vol. 5, page 39, par. 1.
Watch Towers—I1898, page 372 (Reprints, 2407,
last par. to conclusion); 1915, page 248 (Reprints,
5748, col. 2, par 5, 6).



SPRINGTIME—LITERAL AND SPIRITUAL

PRING, beautiful spring, is here again. It is
a time when all nature takes on new life.
And with the coming of spring there is also
an increase of spiritual activity among the
people of God. With the exception of the few who
are privileged to live in the “sunny southlands,” the
winter period is a time during which many of our ac-
tivities are more or less curtailed. But the spring
time for the Christian means the budding of oppor-
tunities for more frequent association with others of
like precious faith, and for putting into active prac-
tice in other ways the principles of Christianity that
should always be dominant in the heart.

The increased number of conventions to be held
in various parts of the country is already indicating
that the pent-up desires of. the friends to associate
with their brethren are, with the coming of better
weather, beginning to assert themselves. We call
attention to the announcements of these conventions,
which appear on the inside rear cover page of this
issue of The Dawn. Let us pray that the Lord may
bless the brethren in the various localities who are
arranging for these gatherings; and also that He
may bless all who find it possible to attend one or
more of these holy convocations,

In the individual lives of many of us there scems
to be “winter” periods during which, while our hearts
remain loyal to God and to His truth, the inward
life fails to be outwardly manifested. This is also
sometimes true of God’s people in a collective sense.
These are times when, inadvertently, perhaps, we
hide our light under a bushel.  Probably all of us
have had experiences of this kind; and how refresh-
ing it is when, in the Lord’s providence, conditions
change so that we may again assume the normal ac-
tivities of Christian life and growth.

We should not be discouraged if circumstances
over which we have no control bring about these
“winter” experiences; yet, let us ever be on the alert
to recognize the signs which indicate the coming of
“spring” and “summer,” when we can again become
active in laying down our lives for the Master. For
a number of years past various conditions have con-
tributed to a curtailment of activity among those who
are holding to the pure truth of the divine plan; yet
gradually, for some time now, the signs of “spring”
have been more and more manifesting themselves;
and friends all over the world are responding, and

-being blessed. In the March issue of “Bible Students
Monthly,” published by the Bible Students Com-
mittee, 20, Darwin Road, Welling, Kent, ‘England,
there is a short article which reveals that in Great

Britain, as elsewhere, the friends are realizing an
increased sense of their responsibilities as ambassa-
dors of the truth. We quote the article, as follows:

““The decision of several leading church systems fto
initiate a ‘recall to religion’ during this year is of tre-
mendous significance to the observant Christian. This
is no half-hearted attempt to translate into reality a
vague desire to see more people at church and to em-
brace within the confines of the creeds a larger number
of those whose apathetic attitude to any form of re-
ligion is so often bemoaned. There is no reasonable
doubt that the leaders of the churches—or their ad-
visers~—perceive that conditions in the world to-day are
leading an inereasing number of thinking people, es-
pecially among the younger generation, to think along
lines which must inevitably bring them face to face
with the message of Christ; and it is with the hope that
some of these will turn to the church for instruction
and guidance in these difficult times that this appeal
is made.

““Now we as a community realize that the established
svstems have no message that will satisfy. There is
no elarion note of assurance and comfort. They cannot
speak, as did our Master two thousand years ago, ‘as
one having authority.” That is the penalty which must
be paid by every system which has brought itself so
much into line with the standards of this world that
it has become blinded to the plain implications of the
teachings of Christ. And as we read the urgent and
earnest appeals to all and sundry, to return to the in-
stitutions which have so notably failed to lead men
and women in the way of the Kingdom, we know of a
surety that those entreaties ean bear but little fruit

““In late years the brethren have been quiet in this
same direction—with a few exceptions there have been
little effort to herald forth in any organized manner the
message of the Kingdom. Internal perplexities; some
measure of caution whilst watching the rapidly ehang-
ing course of events; the influenee of teachings regard-
ing the ‘closing of the door,’ the ‘glorvification of the
church,” and so on, have all combined to stay ounr hands.
Economic difficulties have almost precluded the possi-
bilty of that volunteer work which was attended with
such encouraging results in older days.

““Yet still the commission is owrs, ‘Ye shall be wit-
nesses unto Me,’ and in a time such as this, when men’s
hearts are failing them for fear and we know the ans-
wer to the problems which perplex so many we shall be
unfaithful servants if we fail to make known the mes-
sage of life which is entrusted to us. Let us shake off
the apathy which has been bred of previons discourage-
ments, and in the confidence of our mission as ambassa-
dors of Christ ‘go out in the highways and search them
all’—and may God give the increase.”’
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AN EVIDENCE OF “NEW TIMES”
A LETTER from Brother G. Russell Pollock, of

California, echoes the same sentiments as those ex-
pressed by the brethren in Great Britain. He writes:

April

“Dear Brethren: I am constrained to write you re-
garding a one-day convention at Phoenix, Arizona, held
on February 21st. While I have been at larger con-
ventions I have never attended one where the spirit of
the Lord was more manifest. As you know, Arizona
belongs to the wide open spaces and in order to gather
together a group of forty-five Bible Students several
had to travel over four hundred miles to make the
round trip from their homes to Phoenix, where the
table was set by the Lord.

“Phe meetings hegan in the morning and eulminated
in a public witness given in the Masonic Temple Sun-
day night. The whole day was profitable and I know
that T was blessed through association with those of
like precious faith and encouraged also by the zeal
exhibited by the Phoenix class. One of the things which
impressed me was that the class is composed of a good-
ly number of voung people, and I am informed that
many of these did not see consecration until after some
believe that all spirit-begetting had ceased; and wvet,
these brethren are giving every evidence of having
heen ‘enlightened,’ and of having ‘tasted of the heaven-
1y gift,” and of being ‘partakers of the holy spirit.’

“In advertising the public service the friends made
use of the newspapers and also had printed  fifteen
thousand hand bills on the topie, ‘World .Peace—A
False Dream or a Living Tlope?’ These were distrib-
uted to the homes and also placed in the automobiles
around town. Where the doors of the cars were locked
we placed the eiveular in the door on the side where the
lock was go that the owner was bound to find 1t when
he returned to his car. On Sunday morning the breth-
ren scattered over Phoenix and some went to surround-
ing towns and put eirculars in the autos around the
various churches. 1 mention these details becanse they
seem practicable for other communities and because
they brought results.

““An andience of more than three hundred persons
gathered to hear the divine plan, and forty-seven names
were handed in with a request for further literature.
I am frank to admit, brethren, that my heart burned
within me as I saw the spirit of the Avizona friends,
and when I saw the publiec coming into the hall to listen
to the words of life. Some said, ‘It seems like old
times,” and that is trune—it did! But [ also wonder if
it isn’t also an evidence of ‘new times’ for those who
realize that there is still some work to do for those who
elory in the Cross of Christ and who count it a privi-
lege still to show forth the prdises of the One who has
called ns out of darkness into this light of truth.

““My object in writing this letter is to pass on to
vou some of the enconragenment which T received, and
T trust that it may bhe the means of strengthening you
a little as vou continue to hold up the banner of the
TKingdom. ' l

T am, by Ilis grace, —Brother G. R. Polloek ”’
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THE WILMINGTON, DEL. CONVENTION

APPROXIMATELY 150 friends assembled in
Wilmington, Delaware, over the week-end of March
20, 21, when the Lord showered rich blessings upon
them as they mingled their hearts and voices together
in “psalms and hymmns and spiritual songs,” making
melody of praise unto the “Giver of every good and
perfect gift” for His lovingkindness to them. This
was the annual pre-memorial convention, and the
opening and closing discourses were specially in line
with the occasion. All the talks were well calculated
to encourage the brethren in their efforts to “gird up
the loins” of their minds, not only for the duration of
the memorial season, but also for faithful endurance
as they “fight the good fight of faith” unto the end.

Brother Bullock, of Federalsburg, Md., was sched-
uled to give the opening talk of the convention, but
he was unable to be present; so his place was ably
filled by Brother Siddons, of Philadelphia. Brother
Siddons, appropriate to the time, gave a brief out-
line of the principal thoughts pertaining to the Mem-
orial Supper, beginning with the typical passover in
Egypt, tracing the theme through to Jesus, the anti-
typical Passover Lamb, and to the Memorial as the
commemoration of His death: reminding us as well
of our own share in His sufferings. Many helpful
thoughts were emphasized in this talk. Brother Ed-
ward Fay followed Brother Siddons, with a timely
and encouraging talk based on some of the wonderful
truths found in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

Tt was not unusual thiat there should be a public
meeting scheduled ‘on’ | thé program of the Wilming-
ton convention, as the friends there feel that a con-
vention would not be complete unless an opportunity
was given for others to hear about the truth that has
so rejoiced their own Hearts. But the fime for this
meeting zvas unusual, in that it was held on Saturday
night, rather than the usual time on Sunday. This
was partly in the nature of an experiment, and partly
because a suitable auditorium for the public meeting
could not he secured for any other time. Brother
Wilson, of Pittshurgh, gave the public address, using
as his subject, “Life, Death and the Hereafter.”

This meeting was well advertised, and naturally
the {riends were all interested to see how well a Sat-
urday night meeting would be attended. The weath-
er was against it, however, as one of the worst storms
of the season blew up about six ¢’clock in the even-
ing, and continued until well past the hour scheduled
for the lecture to begin. But, in spite of this, at least
50 strangers turned out, braving the hardships of the
storm in order to hear the message of hope which
they felt would be given. And they were not disap~
pointed. Tt was with difficulty that even “seasoned”
Bible Students kept back tears of joy as they listened
once more to the good old story that “satisfies our
longings as nothing else can do.” Tt was the opinion
of many of the friends that, had the weather been
favorable, the auditorium would have been filled to
capacity, even though it was Saturday night. A
number of strangers who attended the public meeting,
took programs of the convention home with them, and

)
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some of these came back to attend the meetings the
following day.

On Sunday morning Brother TFay addressed the
friends again, this time on the life of Abraham—and
how inspiring it was to be reminded afresh of the
outstanding example of faith we have in the life of
the one whom we think of as the “father of the faith-
ful”! Brother Wilson followed Brother Fay, giving
a talk on “The Principal Thing”—love. 1 Corinthi-
ans 13 was used as the basis of this talk; and how
heart-searching it was to be brought face to face with
the vital realities of the Christian life as set forth by
the apostle in this wonderful chapter.

Brother Oscar Magnuson's subject, at the opening
session Sunday afternoon, was: “The Secret Place
of the Most High. He called attention to many of
the pitfalls now being planted by the adversary, hy
which he is endeavoring to draw us away from the
Lord; and to the fact that God's truth is our “shield”
and “buckler.” Ie admonished the friends to re-
main loyal to the truth as their protection against “all
the wiles of the devil.”  The last talk of the con-
vention was a brief review of some of the closing ex~
periences in our Lord’s life, showing how He was
tested to the very limit, yet was faithful, “even unto
death.” Then came the “love feast,” with its genuine
and deep-felt expressions of “God be with you till we
meet again,” and “Blest be the tie that binds our
hearts in Christian love.”

Friends gathered for this convention from Mary-
land, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Massa-
chusetts, and from various places in Delaware in addi-
tion to Wilmington. Brother Kemp, of Boston, came
the greatest distance of all; and while there told of
plans being made by the Boston class for their forth-
coming convention the latter part of May.

AUSTRALIAN CONVENTION

THE BRETHREN in Australia send us the fol-
lowing interesting report of a convention held there
at Christmas time.

‘It is a pleasure to report a most helpful and re-
freshing scason on the occasion of the recent Christmas
Convention held by the Melbourne Class in this city,
over the four days—December 25-28. Our heartfelt
praise ascends to the Lord for all riech blessings be-
stowed, and it appeared that these were appreciated to
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the full by all in attendance. The presence of visiting
brethren added greatly to the encouragement of the
loeal friends, and from the expressions of the visifors
we were assured that the effort and zeal manifested as
well as the expense entailed in coming long distances
were more than compensated by the spiritual good
things from the presence of the Lord.

“‘Kach dav of the Convention was opened with
praise and prayer, followed by Bible study, fellowship
meeting and addresses; tea also being served by the
local sisters, which was appreciated, and during which
there was the opportunity of more informal fellowship
among the friends. The passages of Seripture taken
for the Bible Studies are as follows: Col. 1:21-29; 2
Cor. 4:1-11; ITeb. 12:18-24; and 2 Tim. 4:1-8; and it
will be understood how much of valuable instruction
and encouragement was veceived from these beautiful
portions of God’s Word, when we say that each day one
of these studies engaged the attention of the assembly
for an hour and a half.

‘¢Addresses by the brethren comprised a wide range
of topies—fCharacter’; “John 14:27’; ‘Signs of the
Times’; ‘Watch Ye, Stand TFast, Be Strong’; ‘Feasts
of the Lord’s Table’; and the Bible characters of
Joseph, David, Moses, St. Paul, St. John, and Timothy.
The thoughts expressed were very encouraging indeed,
each speaker bringing out in his own way many helpful
lessons and exhortations.

The Fellowship Meetings gave further opportunity
for praise and testimony; and there was also a ques-
tion meeting. On the closing day the session on ‘Help-
ful Thoughts from the Convention,’ enabled the breth-
ren to give expression vrespecting the particular
thoughts with which they had been most impressed.

““At the conclusion of the closing address the breth-
ren gathered round and partook of the Love Feast,
while singing ‘Blest be the Tie that Binds.” Then came
the parting hymn, ‘God be with you till we meet again.’
The coneluding prayer commended all the Lord’s people
present and in all. parts of the world into the care of
our loving Heavenly Father, the Great Shepherd of the
sheep.

““A number of the addresses from the above conven-
tion are now appearing in the monthly ‘Peoples Paper,’
published by the Berean Bible Institute, 19 Ermineton
Place, Kew B. 4., Melbourne, Australia. Subseription
price is 60 cents a year—free upon request, to those
unable to subseribe.”’

COMING CONVENTIONS

ITALIAN CONVENTION, New Britain, Conn,,
April 11. TFor information write Sebastian Mallia, 15
Willow Street, New Britain, Conn.

ALLENTOWN, PA. Sunday April 11. Sessions
morning and afternoon in the P. 0. S. of A. Hall, 38
South 5th Street. There will be a public meeting at
3 o’clock in the afternoon. All the friends who can
find it convenient to altend, are invited.

DUQUESNE, PA., Sunday, April 18. All sessions
for the friends will be held in the regular meeting place
of the Duquesne Class, which is on North First Street.
There will be a special public meeting at 3 o’clock in
the afternoon at Carnegie Library Hall, South Second
Street. It is expected that this will be a day of rich
blessing from the Lord. All are invited.

CHICAGO, ILL., May 1, 2. This is the Chicago
friends’ semi-annual gathering, and many are looking
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forward to it with joy. Saturday night lodgings are
being provided for a number of friends. Information
can be ohtained by addressing the Secretary, Mr. 1. C.
Yoss, 5944 N. Knox Avenue, Chicago, 11l All sessions
of the convention will be held in Central Masonic
Temple, 910 North LaSalle Street.

PITTSBURGH, PA. Tri-State Convention, Sunday,
May 16. All sessions to be held in the regular meeting
place of the class: O. of I. A. Temple, 610 Arch Street,
N. 8. Pittsburgh, Pa. A cordial invitation is extended
to all who can attend.

GENERAL CONVENTION, Boston, Mass., May 29-
31.  IFriends near and far-ave cordially urged to plan
ahead for this convention, which it is hoped will be a
season of rich blessing and fellowship. The Boston
friends are deeply appreciative of the cooperation al-
ready received from other classes. Address, Associated
Lible Students, 30 Huntington Ave., Boston, Mass,
care of Miss Lillian ¥. Thain, Secretary.

CINCINNATI, Ohio, May 29-31. The Cincinnati
friends write as follows: ‘‘A most cordial invitation is
extended to the brethren everywhere. The convention
will be served (D. V.) by brethren believed to be sound
in the faith, possessing the Seriptural requirements for
eldership in the church. Your prayers are asked in be-
half of our humble efforts to be of serviece to the Lord
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and the brethren. Address inquiries to: Mrs. W. N.
Poe, Seeretary, 2128 New Linden Road, Newport, Ky.”’

RUSSIAN GENERAL CONVENTION, Charleroi,
Pa., May 29-81. All sessions to be held at 1024
MceKean Ave. For information, address, Peter Hazy,
Box 757, Pexryopolis, Pa.

WHITSUN CONVENTION IN GREAT BRITAIN.

““The Avnual Whitsun Convention arranged for the
British friends by the Bible Students Committee is to
be held this year at Dewsbury. The brethren in that
town are very busy preparing for the comfort of all
who attend, and it 1s our carmest prayer that the gath-
ering will prove to be in very truth a ‘holy convoca-
tion to the Lord.” Programs and full particulars can
be obtained from the Committee, and it is particularly
requested that brethren reguiring accommodation and
those desiring to symbolize their consecration write as
soon as possible to Brother A. Carrington, 6 Green-
mount Street, Leeds 11, so that arrangements may be
made.’’

L.0S ANGELES, CALIF., GENERAL CONVENTION,
July 3-5. Plans are proceeding for this gathering of
the friends, and the outlook is promising for a large
attendance, and for rich blessings from the Lord’s
storehouse. Further details will be announced from
timme to time.

ABRAHAM A MAN OF TAITH

and to such comes the assurance,

(Continued from page 23)

great and wonderful covenant and
promise, that through him and his
sced, He would bless the entire
world. The Apostle refers to this
promise in Heb. 6:13,14, in the
words. “For when God made prom-
ise to Abraham, because IHe could
swear by no greater, e sware by
Himself, saying, “Surely blessing
I will bless thee, and multiplying
I will multiply thee.”

We remember that back in Eden
God had foretold that in due time
the seed of the woman was to bruise
the serpent’s head. When God
called Abraham to go to the land
of Canaan, He reiterated this prom-
ise, at the same time intimating that
the seed of promise would be of
Abraham’s line. lIsaac was Abra-
lham’s immediate seed, but he did
not fulfil the prophecy; yet God
confirmed His covenant with Isaac
and with Jacob and with Israel for
an everlasting covenant. LEventu-

ally the Jewish age passed away,
and the Gospel age opened up.
Then it was that more light was
shed on the great Seed of promise:
for the Apostle Paul said, “Now to
Abraham and s seed were the
promises made. And if ye be
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s
sced, and heirs according to the

promise.”—Gal. 3:16, 29.

Those who are called the Seed
of Abraham, therefore, should man-
ifest the faith of Abraham.  As
Abraham left his country, so, also,
they should be willing to leave
their country, the world, and travel
on to the heavenly Canaan. And
as Abraham was willing to give up
the dearest and best thing he had,
so they should be willing to devote
themselves and all their powers to
the Lord, remembering that Jesus
came to earth and gave his life for
them as well as for all mankind.
To be the Seed of Abraham indeed,
is to be the Seed of God, begotten
of the divine spirit of the truth;

“I will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be My sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty.” What
an honor is this, and what a won-
derful thing to be numbered with
that Seed that is to bless all the
families of the earth!

QUESTIONS:

Why did God call Abraham to
leave his country and go to the land
of Canaan?

What other fest was put on the
faith of Abraham? And tell just
why this was a very special test
touching the Seed of promise.

Who constitute the Seed of Ab-
raham? Why is this called one seed
if it consists of many members?

What special tests are applied to
the Seed? Avre they similar to the
tests applied to Abraham?

What ave the most practical dem-
onstrations we can give of our faith
at the present time?



That the Church is ‘‘the Temple of the Living God’’
—peculiarly ‘‘His workmanship’’; that its construe-
sion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—
wwver sinee Christ became the world’s Redeemer and
she chief corner stone of this Temple, through which,
when flnished, God’s blessings shall come ‘‘to all peo-
ple,”” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3:16,17;
Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing,
of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin,
progresses; and when the last of these ‘‘living stones,”’
‘‘elect and precious,’’ shall have been made ready, the
great Master Workman will bring all together in the
First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with
His glory, and be the meeting place between God and
men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8,

That the Basis of Hope for the Church and the
World, lies in the fact that ‘‘Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every man,’”’ ‘‘a ransom for
all,’” and will be “‘the true light which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world,”’ ‘“in due time.”’—
Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be like
her Lord, ‘‘see Him as He is,”’ be a ‘“partaker of the
divine nature,”’ and share His glory as His joint-heir.
-1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
of the next age—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6;
20 :6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by
Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the vestitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His glorified
Church-—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.
—dAects 3:19-23; Isaiah 35,




