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HARK! ten thousand harps and voices
Sound the notes of praise above;

Jesus reigns and heaven rejoices;
Jesus reigns, He rates in love.

See, He comes to take earth's throne ;
Soon He'll rule the world alone :
Hallelujah! hallelujah! hallelujah! Amen .

Jesus, hail! whose glory brightens
All 'below and gives it worth;

Lord of life, Thy smile enlightens ,
Cheers and charms Thy saints on earth.

When we think of love. like Thine,
Lord, we own it love divine:
Hallelujah! hallelujah! hallelujah! Amen .

King of . glory! reign forever,
Thine an everlasting crown,

:Nothing from Thu love shall sever
Those' whom Thou shalt call .Thine

Happy objects of Thy grace,
'Destine& to behold Thy face:
Hallelujah! hallelujah! hallelujah!
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7 HE United Nations ' confer-
ence at San Francisco ha s

now ended, and the hundreds of
delegates have returned to their
respective countries, all hopefu l
that their efforts at San Francis-
co to formulate a world charter
by which the inter-relationship s
of nations can be controlled up-
on the basis of good will may be
crowned with at least a measure
of success . The frank admissions
of the delegates who expressed
themselves, however, indicat e
that they all have misgiving s
concerning the real value of th e
charter as written and adopted .

Thomas A. Warren, of Wolver-
hampton, England, president -
elect of Rotary International ,
told the Rotary Club of Chicag o
recently that in the period cov-
ered by written history, 6,000
peace treaties have been made ,
but that the average length of
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the pacts has been only tw o
years . This continuous and uni-
versal failure of human effort s
to keep the peace does not in it -
self, however, prove that nations
will never be able to dwell
peaceably together, but it is a
warning not to expect too muc h
from what was done at Sa n
Francisco .

The conference did not, o f
course, write a peace treaty . The
work of that body of world
leaders was to write a constitu-
tion, or charter, by which the
nations are to be guided in the
making and maintaining o f
peace. Much is being said and
written concerning the weak-
nesses and virtues of that char-
ter. Every detail of it will be
analyzed . From the standpoint
of the Scriptures and the plan
of God, however, the fact that i t
proposes to keep the peace by
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force of arms foredooms it to
failure.

Those who have faith in the
Word of God enjoy absolute con -
fidence in its promises that last-
ing peace will come to the na-
tions, but they know that when
it does come, it will not be a
peace enforced by the sword ,
but a peace which will be the
outcome of disarmament, when
nations shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks, and when
nations will not even learn war
any more .—Isa. 2: 4 ; Micah 4 : 3

It is too much to expect, of
course, that nations approachin g
the problem of war from the
standpoint of selfishness shoul d
write into a world charter regu-
lations which love alone could
express. And it is right on this
point that the conference ig-
nored the world 's most funda-
mental problem—the problem of
human selfishness . Nor would .
the delegates at that conferenc e
have been able to do anything
about this problem had they giv-
en it consideration. Only the
Kingdom of Christ will be able
to deal with it, hence, not until
that Kingdom comes, and God' s
will is done among the nations ,
will there be genuine and lasting
peace .

Men recognize the problem o f
selfishness but know that they

DAW N

are powerless to cope with it.
Recently two travelers were dis-
cussing the outlook for peace ,
and one remarked that ther e
cannot be peace as long as the
human heart is selfish . . To il-
lustrate the point he reminded
the other that even school chil-
dren quarrel over their marbles
and other games, and that th e
same spirit causes grownups to
quarrel over matters which the y
consider more important than
marbles. In reply to this, the
other traveler remarked, "In
which case, the world will nev-
er have peace . "

But he was wrong, for Go d
has planned a program of edu-
cation involving the re-writing
of His law in the hearts of th e
people . They will be taught th e
advantages of love and the dis-
advantages of selfishness and
hate. They will "learn war no
more." Not only this, but even
more important, they will learn
to look to God for guidance . The
promise is that God will turn to
the people a pure language, or
message, and that they will al l
learn to call upon and serv e
Him with one consent.

OTHER PROBLEM S

Because human wisdom is un-
able to solve the major problem
of selfishness, no genuine solu-
tion can be found for the inci-
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dental problems that prevent th e
establishment of an ideal worl d
order. From the prophetic
standpoint it is interesting to
view these "trouble spots " in
the light of that which is bein g
done in the earth by God. Brief-
ly, this is the gradual overthrow
of "Christendom" in preparation
for the establishment of the true
Kingdom of Christ .

"Christendom, " the pseudo
Kingdom of Christ, stemmed
from the ideology of Papal Rom e
—an ideology containing an ad-
mixture of false religion pro-
moted by fear, which justified
the selfish exploitation of th e
underprivileged by titled aris-
tocracy. With the claim that Go d
was the sponsor of their exploits ,
the nations of Europe through-
out the centuries made war on
each other whenever it served
their selfish purposes to do so .

Whether in war or in peace ,
the poor of the people were at
the mercy of the ruling classes ,
and the least sign of protest
would bring forth from the re-
ligious rulers dire threats of in-
creased purgatorial sufferings ,
or, in the case of Protestants ,
the even worse doom of eterna l
torture. The land, the basic
wealth of the world, was owned
and controlled almost entirely
by the ruling classes, both civil
and religious . Titled land own-
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ers, together with the false
church, co-operated to keep the
peasant class ignorant and poor
and powerless .

The discovery of America an d
the coming to these shores of
many of the oppressed eased the
situation for those who were
fortunate enough to find their
way to a world where all, at
least in theory, have been
blessed with equal rights . But
this did not change Europe ex-
cept as the example of the new
world began to awaken the
masses throughout those variou s
countries which once constituted
the Holy (?) Roman Empire .

But what is occurring in Eu-
rope and throughout the . world
today is primarily the result of
the prophetic increase of knowl-
edge. Even the advantages and
blessings enjoyed in Americ a
are the result of this increase o f
knowledge. Nor is the restiv e
condition which is now posing so
many problems in Europe, and
which has been caused by the
increasing enlightenment of the
people, confined to Europe . It
is apparent everywhere--in
China, Japan, India, the • Nea r
East, in South America, and th e
islands of the sea .

Its symptoms are many and
varied . The people, suffering
from real and fancied injustices ,
are rallying around the magic
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slogan of "liberty," and in its
name are calling directly or in-
directly for the overthrow of al-
most everything which formerly
was called "civilization." They
want imperialism destroyed .
They want empires abolished .
They want kings dethroned .
They want church and state sep-
arated. They want the land di-
vided among the people . They
want the wealth of the world
shared by all . Claiming that
religion served the interests o f
titled aristocracy as an opiate o f
the people to keep them sub-
missive under the evils of self-
ish exploitation, the more ex-
treme of the masses want i t
banned .

Either directly or remotely ,
nearly all the problems con -
fronting the nations today are
a reflection of this universal
clamor for human rights . The
French, for example, want Brit-
ish influence in Syria and Leb-
anon removed ; while the native s
want both of these foreign pow-
ers to move out. India want s
to be free from the imperialism
of Britain. And while the de-
mand for freedom throug h
change is heard the world a -
round, those who have gained
under the old system are resist-
ing change ; so the world is di-
vided into two camps made up
of the progressives and the re -

actionaries—the so-called liber-
als and the conservatives .

The struggle between thes e
two groups is seen not only in
the friction between nations, a s
in the British, French, and Near
East controversy; but also with-
in nations, as in Poland, Bel-
gium, Italy, and others . And
the upheavals within nations are
but parts of the general unrest ,
and are often brought about in
part by pressure from the out-
side; as, for example, in the case
of Poland, where revolutionary
Russia is not only sponsoring
changes, but using her strength
to force the ousting of the ol d
regime .

What the intentions of Russia
may be in Poland and elsewhere
constitutes one of the very seri-
ous problems confronting th e
nations which are still struggling
to maintain the status quo of
the pre-1914 order of things. Ac-
cording to a recent press
dispatch from England, Mr .
Churchill reportedly is con-
vinced that there may still be a
possibility of preventing com-
plete Soviet domination of con-
tinental Europe. Whether or
not Mr. Churchill is right, his
"hope' ' in the matter reveals
the deep-rooted fear existing in
those circles of conservative gov-
ernment still existing.

And why do the status quo
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rulers of the world fear Soviet
Russia 's growing influence? A
very close censorship is bein g
maintained in the various coun-
tries and sections of countrie s
occupied and dominated by Rus-
sia, but the information which
does leak out leaves no room
for doubt that landed estates ar e
rapidly being distributed among
the peasants, that "liquidation of
the kulaks" (fascists) is pro-
ceeding apace . The general con-
sensus of opinion is that alread y
Russia is in a position to carry
elections in any territory she oc-
cupies.

The Russian Revolution, from
its inception in 1917, has to the
revolutionary-inclined in all na-
tions been the symbol of worl d
revolution, and it has been th e
fear of the reactionary ruler s
that it would become world-
wide. Now, these fears are turn-
ing out to be well-grounded . The
sphere of Russia 's controlling in-
fluence is rapidly spreadin g
throughout Europe; and in
countries not actually dominate d
by Russia her example of com-
munism is rapidly gaining pres-
tige among the masses.

It is claimed by some that Rus-
sia has modified some of her
radical methods of government ,
particularly her attitude toward
religion. It is said that there is
now religious liberty in Russia

PROBLEMS

and in the countries dominate d
by Russia—and probably there
is what Russia calls religious
liberty . Each religious group in
Russia is permitted to conduct
its ceremonial forms of worship ,
but none is allowed to engage in
any effort to teach its religiou s
views to others . Religious lib-
erty of this limited sort can but
lead to the strangulation and ul-
timate death of all religion,
which is the intention of those
who grant it .

CHRISTIANS TAKE COURAG E

It is not discouraging to Chris-
tians to note these world changes ,
but encouraging. The truth-en-
lightened Christian knows tha t
no part of the old order of self-
ishness can be carried over int o
the Kingdom of Christ, that ev-
ery vestige of the counterfeit
kingdom mis-styled "Christen-
dom" must be abolished ere the
prayer, "Thy Kingdom come, "
can be answered. And the
prophecies make it clear that
dissolution of the old order will
be accomplished in large meas-
ure by the divine strategy o f
turning every man's sword
against his brother . (Ezek. 38 :
21) Also, that the "mountains "
or kingdoms of this world will
be melted by the "blood" of thei r
armies .—Isa . 34 : 3

And so it is that when viewed

5
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From the standpoint of what God
is accomplishing, the "trouble
spots," which are such vexing
problems to man, are but in-
dexes to the progress that is be-
ing made by the King of kings ,
as He marches on to victory in
preparing the world for His
reign of righteousness and peace .
This doesn't mean, though, that
the selfishness which dominates
the so-called liberating forces of
the world is any less selfish tha n
that which caused the rulers t o
hold everything for themselve s
as long as they could.

We are not to suppose tha t
any arrangements formed by
man can ever be a part of the
Kingdom of Christ. All that can
be said is that through the in -
crease of knowledge God is en-
lightening the people to a sens e
of their rights, that He is devel-
oping in their hearts a desire fo r
better things, and that in thi s
sense they will be ready to ac-
cept the provisions of the King-
dom when it is established . All
human efforts to secure thes e
blessings apart from God will
but lead to disintegration, and
chaos—ultimate anarchy.

God is able to make even the
wrath of man to praise Him .
(Psa. 76:10) He uses man's

selfishness and wrath to destro y
that which human selfishness
has created, and may yet create .

But when it comes to His King -
dom for the blessing of the peo-
ple He will use only those in
whose hearts have been devel-
oped the divine principles of
justice, righteousness and love ,
the chief of whom will be the
resurrected and highly exalted
Jesus. Papacy claims that the
church should reign with Christ ;
and the true church will reign
with the true Messiah, and as a
part of the Messianic company .
But everyone who qualifies to
be a member of the glorified
church of Christ will, like Jesu s
the Head of the church, have
love as the motivating influenc e
of life .

Christ and the church will b e
the spiritual rulers of the worl d
in the divine Kingdom soon to
be established, but it will hav e
human representatives . These.
as the Scriptures reveal, will be
the resurrected ancient prophet s
and other worthy ones of the
ages preceding the first advent
of Jesus. These, too, receive d
their initial training in the prin-
ciples of righteousness and lov e
by the experiences their fait h
was called upon to endure . They ,
even as Jesus and the church ,
demonstrated their willingnes s
to lay down their lives for th e
Messianic cause. They demon-
strated their willingness to d o
this because they loved God and

6
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wanted to please Him, and be-
cause they were stirred by the
hope of the Messianic Kingdom
—a Kingdom which they knew
would be for the blessing of the
people—for "all the families o f
the earth . "

The miracle of Jesus' resur-
rection marked the beginning o f
the Gospel age ; and the miracle
of the resurrection of the church ,
and later the resurrection of the
ancient prophets to represen t
The Christ among men, will
manifest the beginning of the
Kingdom age . Divine power
represented in these miracles of
resurrection will continue to op-
erate through these divinely ap-
pointed Kingdom agents, guar-
anteeing the fulfilment of all
that God has promised of peace
and joy and life .

While we wait for this King-
dom to solve the unsolved prob-
lems of the fallen and dying
race, may we strive more ear-
nestly to be worthy of a share i n
it as joint-heirs with Jesus .
(Rom. 8 :17) We can sympa-
thize with the poor groanin g
creation, as one effort after an-
ether fails to bring the securit y
and peace which all desire . We
may give them credit for trying
to solve their problems, but let
us whose hope is in God and in
the Kingdom of His Son, contin-
ue to point to the real remedy

7

for the world 's ills .
As millions in the world view

the situation, Christianity has
failed, and what a glorious op-
portunity now is ours to an-
nounce that real Christianity i s
about to triumph, and that its
triumph will be glorious, bring-
ing to the people the fulfilment
of the angelic message of peac e
on earth and good will toward
men. We have the privilege of
explaining that what is failing i s
not true Christianity, but a
nominal, false conception of
God 's purpose in Christ .

God's true purpose in Christ
cannot fail . Jesus' enemies put
Him to death but this laid th e
foundation for the redemption
and salvation of the world. And
now the risen Christ—Jesus
and, together with Him, the
church—will soon become the
spiritual rulers of the world and
the divine purpose in the crea-
tion of man will be accom-
plished. For a thousand years
that reign will continue, and as
a result the knowledge of God ' s
glory will fill the earth as the
waters cover the sea. (Isa. 11 :
9; Hab. 2 :14) Then the people
will say, "Lo, this is our God ;
we have waited for Him, and He
will save us: this is the Lord :
we have waited for Him, we wil l
be glad and rejoice in His salva-
tion . "—Isa. 25 : 9
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Ernest : You know, Frank, we hear a great deal these days about th e

second coming of Christ . But there is one point in connectio n
with this great truth of the Bible that we hear very little
about, and that is, WHY Christ returns . Just what is the pur-
pose of Christ ' s second coming ?

Frank: Well, briefly, Ernest, the ultimate purpose of Christ 's second
coming is to restore the human race to health and life . Thi s
thought can be best understood when considered in connectio n
with two other important facts revealed to us in the Scriptures .
One is, man's fall into sin and death ; and the other the re-
demptive work of Christ 'accomplished at His first advent .
When Adam and Eve transgressed the divine law, they los t
the privilege of living . f This meant the loss, not of spiritual ,
or heavenly life, but of earthly life, in an earthly paradise, th e
sample of which had been provided by God eastward in Eden .
Jesus ' death upon the cross provided redemption from th e
curse that came upon the human race, and He comes the sec-
ond time to restore mankind to their long-lost home . So you
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see, first came the fall into sin and death, then redemption wa s
provided, and finally, recovery will be effected; and it is this
work of recovering the lost race from death that constitutes the
main purpose of Christ's second advent .

Ernest : Are you sure, Frank, that that's what the Scriptures teach con-
cerning the object of Christ's second advent?

Frank: Yes, Ernest, I am quite sure of that . I am sure of it because i t
is so clearly stated in the Bible, and in order to get the mat -
ter squarely before us, I'd like to have you turn to the 3r d
chapter of the Book of Acts . We'll begin our study with the
20th verse .

Ernest : ' cts 3, verse 20 reads : "And He shall send Jesus Christ, which
before was preached unto you . "

Frank: Now notice, Ernest, this is a promise of the second coming
of Christ, and from this point on the remainder of the chapte r
tells us the purpose of His coming . You may read the 21s t
verse, if you will.

Ernest : Very well . Verse 21 reads : "Whom the heaven must receive
until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world
began. "

Frank : Please observe that here the second coming of Christ is identi-
fied with what the apostle describes as "the times of restitutio n
of ALL things."

Ernest : What does that mean, Frank ?
Frank : Just what it says—"times of restitution " simply means times

of restoration .
Ernest : Well, what is restored during the times of restoration ?
Frank: What do you think, Ernest, needs to be restored ?
Ernest : Well, I know a lot of mothers who would like to have their sons

restored to them.
Frank : That's true enough, Ernest, and at the same time it emphasize s

a larger need of restoration. The whole human family is dying,
and has been, for more than six thousand years . Throughou t
all that long period, while governments and empires hav e
risen and fallen, the reign of sin and death has been continuou s
and universal . Under the dictatorship of sin and its associat e
evils of suffering and death, all peoples and all nations hav e
been held in slavery . This reign of sin and death will end as a
result of Christ's second coming, and the human race restored
to its lost possession in an earthly paradise . It is this gigantic
project that the Apostle Peter describes as "the times of resti -
tution of all things ."

10
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Ernest : Well, there's no use trying to say that such isn't God's plan ,
when the Apostle Peter states the matter so clearly . But is
the Apostle Peter the only writer of the Bible who has proph-
esied that times of restitution will follow the second comin g
of Christ ?

Frank: Why Ernest, in the passage you read Peter says that all of
God's prophets have foretold the "times of restitution," whic h
makes it a very definite teaching of the Bible, don't you think
so?

Ernest : I should say so, Frank, but why is it that a teaching give n
so much prominence in the Word of God should be given s o
little attention today by those who profess to believe in th e
Word of God ?

Frank : The great teaching of restitution has been largely supplanted
in the minds of church people by erroneous teachings that crept
into the church following the death of the apostles . The ide a
gradually developed that all whom God saves from Adamic si n
are to enjoy everlasting life in a heavenly home ; so today the
general hope of most professed Christians is to go to heave n
when they die . With such a hope it is but natural to overloo k
the many promises of the Bible which describes blessings o f
earthly life and happiness, as human beings in a world-wid e
Eden. Promises relating to this real hope of the world ar e
often spiritualized, and thus robbed of their true meaning.

Ernest : But, Frank, while that explanation sounds plausible, is it not
true that Jesus Himself encouraged His followers to expec t
a home in heaven when He returned? Just in case you have
overlooked what Jesus said on this point, I would like to read
a passage from the 14th chapter of John . I'll read the firs t
three verses : "Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in
God, believe also in Me . In My Father's house are many man-
sions : if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre-
pare a place for you. And if I go, and prepare a place for you ,
I will come again, and receive you unto Myself ; that where
I am, there ye may be also . " Now Frank, isn ' t Jesus sayin g
very plainly in this passage that His purpose in returning t o
earth is to take His followers back to heaven? How are w e
to harmonize this with what the Apostle Peter says concern-
ing the times of restitution ?

Frank : There is no disharmony between the two viewpoints, Ernest .
What Jesus promises to His followers is not God's plan fo r
the whole human race. That is where we have made our mis-
take in the past . We have concluded that God has. been doing
everything He can to prepare all human beings for a home i n
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heaven, but this is not the case. Jesus ' promise to His dis-
ciples is related to God's plan for the period of time betwee n
His first and second advents .

Ernest : What do you mean by that?
Frank: As you probably know, Ernest, both the Old and New Testa-

ments say much about the Kingdom of God . Christ is to be th e
great King in that Kingdom. He asked His followers to pray for
the coming of that Kingdom, and in the New Testament, both
Jesus and the apostles reveal the fact that those who follo w
in the Master's footsteps during this age, suffering and dyin g
with Him, are to live and reign with Him in His Kingdom .
According to the Scriptures, these are to be rewarded with
spiritual life and are to be made in the likeness of the rise n
Christ . This hope of the church is described by the Apostle
Paul in Romans 2 :7 as being one of glory, honor and immortality .

Ernest : And it is to this special class that Jesus made the promise o f
a heavenly reward. Is that the thought?

Frank : That is what the Bible teaches, Ernest . The Apostle Paul
mentions this hope in his letter to Timothy . Writing from
prison in Rome just before his execution, Paul said, "I hav e
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kep t
the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give m e
at that day : and not to me only, but unto all them also that love
His appearing . " (2 Tim. 4:7, 8) From this you can see, Ernest ,
that Paul and other faithful Christians throughout the age .
did not receive their reward at death, but died in the hope o f
Christ's return, believing that then they would be resurrecte d
and united with Him in Kingdom glory. This hope was base d
upon the promise made by Jesus .

Ernest : Would you say, then, Frank, that the rewarding of the true
church of Christ is one of the objects of His second advent ?

Frank: Yes, Ernest . That is one of the objects of His return . The
rewarding of His church, through being united with Him i n
Kingdom glory, is an essential prerequisite to the ultimate ob-
ject of His return, which is the restoration of all mankind t o
life upon the earth ; so it can be properly said that Jesus come s
to reward His church, and He comes to bless the world. The
reward of the church is pictured in the Book of Revelation a s
being a uniting with Christ in marriage. In Revelation 19 ,
verse 7, we read that the marriage of the Lamb has come, an d
His wife bath made herself ready.

Ernest : Is that the reason why, in the 17th verse of the last chapte r
of Revelation we read that "The Spirit and the bride say, Come .

12
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. . . And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" ?
Frank : That's right, Ernest . You see how wonderfully all these variou s

passages of the Bible harmonize when we take into considera-
tion the entire plan of God. The Bible seems to be contra-
dictory only when we take merely one idea that it teaches an d
ignore the remainder of its promises .

Ernest : Frank, the Bible is a wonderful Book? But there's one poin t
in connection with the passage we read from the Book of Acts
that I'd like to know a little more about : You remember ,
Peter said that the times of restitution which are to follo w
the second coming of Christ have been foretold by the mout h
of all God's holy prophets since the world began . As I said
before, that 's a very surprising statement. Where in the Ol d
Testament can one find some of the promises of restitution tha t
were recorded by God 's holy prophets ?

Frank : The word "restitution" itself is not used by the prophets in
their forecasts of the coming time of blessing following Christ' s
second advent. They set forth the great hope of restitution
by describing the various and wonderful ways in which it wil l
affect the human race . The Prophet Isaiah, for instance, tells
us that God will swallow up death in victory ; that He will
wipe away tears from off all faces ; that He will open blind eyes
and deaf ears; that He will cause the lame to walk. He also
says that in that time. the people will not say, "I am sick . " (Isa .
25 :8 ; 35:5, 6 ; 33:24) That, as you know, Ernest, is one of th e
favorite topics of. conversation at the present time. The Proph-
et Haggai (2 :7) says that "the desire of all nations shall come ."
Jeremiah (31 :33, 34) promises that God will write His law i n
the hearts of the people, and that all shall know the Lord .
Moses records the Promise of a prophet whom they were to
obey, and Peter refers to this and the promise God made to
Abraham in which He declares His intention to bless all th e
families of the earth . (Deut . 18 :15, 18, 19; Gen . 22 :18; Acts 3 :
20:25) These are but samples of the wonderful things th e
prophets have said, and which are interpreted by the Apostle
Peter as being descriptive of the restitution of all things to b e
accomplished by Christ and His church following the secon d
advent .

Ernest : Frank. it would be very helpful if one could have a list o f
what the prophets of God have said on this subject .

Frank : That 's true, Ernest, so I suggest that you obtain a booklet en -
titled "God 's Restitution Project . " It gives samples of promises
made by many of them, and I am sure you will find it ver y
helpful in your further study of the subject .
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From Austria
Dear Brethren : Christian greet-

ings in our dear Redeemer's Name !
It is with heartfelt joy that I writ e
this to you to tell you that I re-
ceived the May issue of The Dawn
on May 30 . I can't tell you how
glad I was to receive The Dawn .
It was just like water to a man
in the desert. When I read God's
Holy Word I feel so grateful to
know that He has drawn me out
of a world of darkness into His
marvelous light . I am with a
forward Semi-Mobile Evacuation
Hospital and oftentimes was with-
in a thousand yards of the battle-
front . During those terrible time s
I had the consolation of having my
Bible and my Manna. The truth
is so dear to me that I often car-
ried the Manna in my pocket ove r
my heart . During those trying
days I was always humming that
old hymn that I have heard sung a t
so many conventions and meetings ,
"He Will Hide Me . " What a com-
fort that hymn is . When German y
was defeated we were deep insid e
of Germany and were then or-
dered to Austria to take care of
the inmates of the Mauthause n
Concentration Camp_ I have see n
man's inhumanity to man and it
was horrible . We are now takin g
care of the sick inmates who are
suffering from malnutrition. Up-
on seeing all this, we the house-
hold of faith can see that the only
remedy for all this is Christ's

Kingdom . How we should all pra y
fervently for the time to come
when there will be no more sor-
row, sicknes, pain or death . I
can ' t tell you how I 'long to be back
home once again so as to be abl e
to be in the work once more .
Nothing is finer than to meet with
those of like precious faith and to
listen to the Words of truth . Pray-
ing the Lord's continued blessin g
on you all and the brethren the
world over, Your Brother by Hi s
Grace, G. W. R., N. Y .

From New Zealand
Dear Brethren : Our Heavenly -

Father graciously favors a few of
us in New Zealand with good mea t
in due season, by the ministry o f
you dear brethren in the fine arti-
cles in The Dawn for which we
are truly grateful . We remember
you in prayer at the throne of
grace that your ministry may be
greatly blessed, not only in the
most helpful articles but in the
work so widely spread by the radi o
service . I have not known of any -
one who has successfully picke d
up the radio message in New
Zealand . As you are aware, Aus-
tralia has secured some stations
and hopes to gradually increas e
the service, but in New Zealand
the brethren are too few and
greatly scattered in ones and twos
to attempt a service by air . How-
ever, God has the power and if it
be His will, no doubt ways and
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ENCOURAGING LETTERS

means would be found. So, "His
will be done! " Meantime, we ar e
very glad to read the dialogs of
"Frank and Ernest" in the maga-
zine. I shall be real pleased if
you will kindly send me a few
specimen copies of the free litera-
ture tracts with the next copy of
The Dawn. Thanking you in an-
ticipation, with Christian love ,
Your brother in Christ, G. N., New
Zealand .

Interested in Prophecy
Dear Sirs : When I am able I

always listen to your Bible an-
swers. They have been helpful .
I have been deeply interested in
the Bible prophecies of the Jewish
nation. It has pleased me to feel
that God is restoring them in His
good graces . We should ever be
grateful to the Jew for bringin g
us to a knowledge of the true Go d
and I am praying they may soo n
accept the Christ they gave us, as
their Intercessor and Messiah .
Please send me a copy of Daw n
with these questions and answers .
Thank you . Sincerely, A. J. L . ,
Ohio .

Long in the Trut h
Dear Frank and Ernest : Please
mail me a copy of the "Hope"
booklet, and also a complete lis t
and prices of all your publications .
I want to order some tracts to han d
out to interested callers . I shal l
be eighty-four years old this com-
ing . month . Am confined to the
house, so you see I don ' t come in
contact with many people, but I
have been interested in the "Truth "
since the early eighties and a m
glad to testify to it, even if it cost
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my membership in the Old Men-
nonite Church many years ago . J.
K . M., Pa .

Wants "All for All"
Frank and Ernest : You are giv-

ing the best information on the
Bible I 've ever heard on the air .
I only hope you have a large audi-
ence, for people are what they ar e
today because they do not under -
stand God 's great Word and law .
Just by reading they are not t o
be learned, and not just by goin g
to church . Why can not everyone
explain things as you do? It would
be so interesting to know how yo u
find the information you have . No
wonder we were told : "With all
your getting, get understanding."
But where?* I wish all were com-
pelled to understand. I have a bi t
more understanding than some, I
know, but I want it all for all .
Please send me any available leaf-
lets, especially the "Judgment"
book . Thank you for yourselves
and your work . God bless and
prosper you forever. G. H., N. J .

*Frank and Ernest are glad t o
give credit to the six volumes o f
Studies in the Scriptures as the
source of the information broad -
cast in their programs .—Editors

A Need Fille d
Dear ,Frank and Ernest : I just

listened to your program and it
was a real message-straight to
me; just exactly what I need, jus t
when I need it so much. Thank
you so very much . I would also
like the "Hope" booklet you of-
fered, for study. Thanks again.
Sincerely, E. V., Calif.
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"For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the
counsel of God."—AcTs 20 :27

HE words of our text may
be viewed from two stand-
points and both would be
true of the beloved Apostle

Paul . We may understand him to
mean that he had never shunned t o
declare whatever phase of the Gos-
pel which seemed necessary at any
given time—that he had been bold
and uncompromising under all cir-
cumstances, whatever the cost may
have been to himself . We might
also understand Paul to mean- -
and it would be equally true—that
in the many years of his faithful
ministry he had declared every es-
sential feature of the divine plan ,
that there was no vital truth, no
part of the counsel of God, which
he had not declared .

It is from this latter standpoin t
that we wish now to examine th e
apostle's ministry with the objec t
of noting the things which in his
opinion were essentially a part of
the "counsel of God ." This, w e
trust, will be helpful in determin-
ing what we shall consider impor -

tant truths, and what we may with
safety pay little or no . attention t o
in our endeavors to know and t o
do God 's will .

On one occasion Paul wrote that
he was determined not to know
anything among the brethren sav e
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified .
(1 Cor . 2:2) All other phases of
the divine plan are inseparably as-
sociated with Christ and His ran -
som sacrifice . Our most intimate
relationship to this truth is in th e
fact that it is our privilege to b e
crucified with Christ—planted to-
gether in the likeness of His death .
Paul stressed the importance of
this truth, both by precept and ex-
ample . The circumstances unde r
which the words of our text were
spoken reveal how fully the apos-
tle put into practice the great doc-
trine pertaining to the church ' s
share in the sacrificial work of The
Christ . The trite old adage that
"actions speak louder than words "
was very true of Paul .

Our text was addressed to th e
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elders of the church at Ephesus .
Paul . had met them just outside of
Miletus on the occasion of his
journey to Jerusalem. The holy
Spirit had testified that "bonds and
and afflictions" awaited him a t
Jerusalem, and the brethren ha d
counseled him not to continue his
journey . They believed, sincerely,
no doubt, that God's object in
warning the apostle of impending
trouble was to save him from the
trouble. But Paul did not so in-
terpret the providerices of God .

The apostle stated his own firm-
ness of purpose, saying, "But non e
of these things move me, neither
count I my life dear unto myself,
so that I might finish my cours e
with joy, and the ministry, which
I have received of the Lord Jesus ,
to testify the Gospel of the grace
of God." (Acts 20:24) Paul's
viewpoint in this matter was iden-
tical with that of Jesus at the
time He went to Jerusalem for
that last memorable visit when He
was arrested and crucified. Jesus
also knew what awaited Him at
Jerusalem, but He was unfalter-
ing in His determination to finish
His course, to complete the work
the Father had given Him to do—
the work of sacrifice, without
which the race would not hav e
been redeemed . It is reasonabl e
to suppose that this example of
Jesus had much to do in helping
Paul decide God's will under simi-
lar circumstances.

It is very revealing to note the
principle involved in the decisions
made by these two faithful serv-
ants of God—servants whose ex -
ample we should endeavor faith -

fully to follow. In both instances
they knew in large measure what
awaited them, that their enemie s
were lying in wait for an oppor-
tunity to put them . to death, i f
possible . From the standpoint of
human wisdom it would have
seemed plausible to reason that
such knowledge should be viewed
as a providence of God to enable
them to change their plans and
thus to avoid trouble .

But neither Jesus nor Paul rea -
soned this way. Why? Because
they remembered their covenant
of sacrifice--a covenant which
called for the laying down of life
itself when the due time arrived .
They not only believed in the di-
vine plan as set forth in the Scrip-
tures, but were themselves willing
to sacrifice by taking their part in
it . From this standpoint they rea-
soned that possible imprisonment
and death were not in themselves
valid reasons for changing their
plans. The fact that the Holy
Spirit witnessed to Paul what h e
should expect in a service God ap-
proved, was accepted by him as . a
test of his faithfulness in bein g
willing to suffer and die for hi s
Master, and as a co-worker with
God .

We Should Not Seek Ease
Our flesh naturally shrinks from

suffering, and as new creatures w e
need continually to fight the ten-
dency to seek a life of ease rathe r
than to face the hardships of the
narrow way. Every unconsecrated
person in the world, to the extent
of ability, plans his life with th e
view of escaping all possible suf-
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fering and hardship . Those who
seek a goal of fame; or riches may
be willing to endure certain hard -
ships in order to attain their de -
sired ends, but the over-all plan
of their lives is finally to secure
case and pleasure.

But this should not be the Chris-
tian's approach to the problems of
life. Jesus said to His followers,
"Whosoever will save his life shall
lose it ." (Matt. 16:25) As Chris-
tians, we have taken up our cross
to follow Jesus into death . We
have presented our bodies a living
sacrifice. (Rom. 12:1) We are be-
ing planted together in the like-
ness of Jesus' death . (Rom. 6:5)
These are factors involved in th e
doing of God's will, and our plans
should be made with the thought ,
not of what will be the most pleas -
ant for us, but from the standpoint
of what would be the will of God .

This does not mean that the hard-
est way is necessarily God's will.
We are not recklessly to expos e
ourselves to trials . To do so woul d
be tempting the Lord, as suggeste d
by Jesus when He was asked by
Satan to cast Himself from the
pinnacle of the temple . But if the
Lord clearly points out that a cer-
tain course is His will for us, the
fact that it might involve a grea t
deal of hardship, and possibly
death, should not be allowed to
dissuade us from taking tha t
course. This is one of the very
fundamental truths concerning the
Christian life which the apostle
declared both by precept and ex -
ample.

In declaring the whole counse l
of God, the apostle wrote much

about the church's share in th e
sacrificial work of this age—that
work which calls for a life of sac-
rifice on the part of all who ar e
truly following in the footsteps of
the Master; that life of sacrifice
which Paul so clearly demon-
strated by his own faithfulness.
In his epistle to the Romans, Paul
touches upon this subject a num-
ber of times. He speaks of it as
being "baptized into Christ"; as
being "planted together" in th e
likeness of Christ's death ; as reck-
oning ourselves dead "unto sin"
in the same sense that Jesus died
unto sin ; and as presenting our
bodies a living sacrifice .—Romans
6:3, 4 . 6, 10, 11 ; 12:1; Gal . '3 :27

The "Better Sacrifices "
In Colossians 1 :24, Paul write s

about filling up that which is be -
hind of the afflictions of Christ .
In Philippians 3 :7-14, he writes of
his own desire to be made "con -
formable" to Christ's sacrificial
death. In Hebrews 13 :10-13 he ad-
monishes us to go to Christ out-
side the camp, bearing His re-
proach. Here, Paul explains that
the typical sacrifices which h e
is referring to as an illustration
of our privilege of sharing the re-
proaches of Christ, were those in
which the blood was taken into
the Most Holy of the tabernacle
and sprinkled upon the mercy sea t
as atonement for sin . It is in the
antitype of these sacrifices that we
are privileged to share, Paul ex -
plains.

The fact that Paul stresses this
important truth so much in his
writings is good evidence that he
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considered it a very essential par t
of the "counsel of God ." Should
not we, therefore, do the same ?
And we can see why it is essential ,
for if we lose sight of the meaning
of Christian sacrifice, the tendency
will be to avoid sacrifice. And
if we avoid sacrifice in the service
of God we are failing to carry out
our covenant by sacrifice.--Psalm
50 : 5

Yes, this truth, like all truth ,
has an important influence in our
lives. We live according to the
way we believe, hence the impor-
tance of believing the truth.and
all of it, too; not merely a par t
of it . Let us not give ear to th e
suggestion that the truth pertain-
ing to the church's share in the
sin-offering is not important, that
it should not be considered funda-
mental It may not be fundamen-
tal to salvation ; but it is a most
important guide in the Christian
life.

God's Covenants
In declaring the whole counsel

of God Paul wrote extensively
about God's covenants . There are
some today who think an under-
standing of the covenants is no t
important, that we should be free
to believe anything, or nothing
about the covenants, as suits us
best. But Paul evidently didn' t
share this viewpoint . In at least
three of his epistles he discusses
one or more of God' s covenants---
a Corinthians, Galatians, and He-
brews.

In 2 Corinthians chapter 3, Paul
indicates the relationship of the
church to the New Covenant . He

ir
compares the old Law Covenan t
with the promised New Covenant ,
and shows that the law of God i s
now being written in the hearts of
Christians, preparing them to be
ministers of the New Covenant ,
even as the divine law was writ -
ten on the typical tables of ston e
in preparation for Moses to admin-
ister the old Law Covenant .

In Galatians, chapter 4, the apos-
tle speaks of Sarah, the mother o f
Isaac, as representing the cove-
nant under which the church i s
developed, while Hagar, the moth-
er of Ishmael, pictures the Law
Covenant under which the Jew-
ish nation was held in bond -
age. The apostle goes on to ex -
plain that Isaac, as the "seed" of
promise, was a type of Christ and
the church, which means that the
church is developed under the
same covenant as Jesus .

There is a great deal in the Book
of Hebrews concerning the cove-
nants. Throughout this epistl e
Paul places the church in the sam e
relationship to the New Covenant
as the typical priesthood was to
the Law Covenant, which was that
of servants. Paul sees the church ,
not typified by the people of Is-
rael, but by the priests who min-
istered to the people. He sees
the church not in the camp bu t
in the tabernacle, entering fi-
nally into the "holiest of all "
where in the type only the priests
were allowed to enter. Further-
more, he sees the church now a s
a sacrificing priesthood, which
means that the people's blessings
under the New Covenant cannot
come until these "better sacrifices"
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are finished.--Heb . 9 :2 3
We cannot suppose that Paul

would have dealt so extensively
with this subject had he not be-
lieved that it was a very important
part of the "counsel of God." To
those at Galatia who still wanted
to be under the Law Covenant, he
wrote, "0 foolish Galatians, who
hath bewitched you?" (Gal . 3 :1 )
He might write similarly today t o
those who, in taking the other ex-
treme, insist that they are now
being developed under the New
Covenant, a covenant which wil l
not function until the Kingdom of
Christ is established, and then i t
will be made first of all with the
"house of Israel and the house o f
Judah."—,Jer. 31:31 ; 33 :14 and
32 :40

• The Resurrection
Side by side with the doctrin e

of the ransom sacrifice of Jesu s
Christ stands that fundamental
teaching of Christianity concern-
ing the resurrection . "If there
be no resurrection of the dead ,
then is Christ not risen . . .
then they . also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished,"
says Paul . (1 Cor . 15 :13-18) Very
important, therefore, in the whole
counsel of God, is that part of it
which pertains to this great hope
of life through the resurrection .

The doctrine of the resurrection
is one which needed to be con-
tended for earnestly in Paul's day ,
and it still does. "How say some
among you,' wrote the apostle to.
the' church at Corinth, 'that there
is no resurrection of the dead? "
(1 •CIIr. 15:12) This is a very sig -

nificant question because it reveals
that within the church, among the
fellowship of the saints, there were
some who did not believe in the
resurrection. The 15th chapter of
1st Corinthians was written in an
effort to combat this heresy which
had crept into the church.

There were, as we know, many
converted Jews in the early church
and some of these may have been
from the sect of the Sadducees ,
who did not believe in the resur-
rection. There were probably
some features of Christianity which
appealed to these Sadducees , but
they were not prepared to change
their traditional viewpoint con-
cerning the resurrection. There
have always been some associated
with the Lord's people who have
not been able to see the whole
truth .

The "blind spot" for some in the
church at Corinth was the resur-
rection. Today some are . unable
to see that the church has a part
in the sin-offering ; others are no t
clear on the covenants . Every-
thing possible should be done to
help these, just as Paul endeavore d
to help certain brethren in the
church at Corinth by writing• this
powerful argument on the subject
of the resurrection. No teacher
in the church today who follows
Paul's example of proclaiming the
whole counsel of God, will say that
doctrines of the truth are unim-
portant.

The . brethren in the ecclesias
should feel a responsibility in thi s
connection by making sure tha t
those whom they appoint ' or accept
as teachers are- clear in the'trtith .
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and prepared to declare "all the
counsel of God." Where this re-
sponsibility is not properly dis-
charged, there is sure to develop
a lack of conviction concerning the
truth, and this is followed by a
general state of spiritual uncer-
tainty, lethargy, or even disinte-
gration.

Christ's Second Presence
In -Paul's letter to the Thessa-

lonians he wrote that the Lord
will descend from heaven "with a
shout, with the voice of the arch-
angel, and with the trump of God . "
He explains further that the dead
in Christ "shall rise first," and

.`that those who "are alive and re-
main" after the sleeping saints are
awakened will also be "caught up, "
or exalted, to be together with the
other body members . . Then the
apostle adds, "Comfort one anothe r
with these words ."-1 Thess . 4:13-
18

Yes, the doctrine of Christ's sec-
ond coming was a very prominen t
one in the mind of Paul, and vital
to the entire plan of salvation. He
considered it a definite part of . th e
whole counsel of God and . did . not
hesitate to declare and explain it .
In Paul's two letters to the Thessa -
lonian church we get an insight
into the great care he took not on -
ly to, teach . the truth, but_ to . do all
he. coed to .make sure that the
proper truth viewpoint was clearly
understood .

In ,addition to writing to the
Thessalonians that Jesus would
descend from heaven with a. shout,
etc :, . Paul .explained in his first
epistle to this group that the day

of the Lord would come "as a thief
in the night." (1 Thess. 5:1-3) He
would have us understand from
this that his reference to a "shout, "
a "trumpet," and the "voice of the
archangel," were not to be un-
derstood literally, for surely a
thief does not announce his com-
ing by the blowing of a trumpet .

The "day of the Lord" is of ne-
cessity the day when the Lord is
present—that is what makes it His
day. Some in the church at Thes-
salonica evidently understood the
apostle to mean that Christ had al-
ready returned, that He . was pres-
ent "as a thief," and that this could
be known by the saints but no t
by the world . Paul's statement ,
"Ye brethren are not in darkness
that that day should overtake you
as a thief," was perhaps taken t o
mean that they should be able to
discern even then that Christ had
returned .

This was not what Paul meant ,
but, . unlike some less faithful serv-
ants of God, he did not hesitate to
continue his discussion of the sub-
ject for fear he would stir up con-
troversy in the church . So he
wrote a second . epistle, and in it
endeavored to correct the wrong
thought some of them. had obtained
from his first letter . He bids them
not to be "troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
as . from us, as that the day of
Christ is at hand ."—2 Thess . 2 : 2

Then Paul adds, "Let no man
deceive . you by any means: for
that day . shall not come, : except
there come a falling away. . Est ,
and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition." (2 Thess.
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2:3) The brethren at Thessalonica
had understood Paul correctly
concerning the manner of Christ's
return and second presence. He
would be present as a thief. The
brethren would know about i t
while the world would still be i n
darkness.

The apostle did not correct this
viewpoint because it did not need
to be corrected. The wrong
thought entertained by some of
the church at Thessalonica was
that Christ had already returned .
This could not be, wrote Paul, be -
cause first there was to be a great
falling away from the faith, an
apostasy in the church whic h
would make possible the develop-
ment of the "man of sin," the "son
of perdition," the "mystery of in-
iquity . "

That was nineteen centuries .ago .
Church history records this fore -
told "falling away" from the faith .
The "man of sin" did develop, and
now, as Paul also prophesied, we
see it being destroyed "by th e
brightness of His corning," or the
brightshining of His parousia, pres-
ence. If it was important that th e
early church understand this mat -
ter correctly, when the event it -
self was nineteen centuries away ,
is it not even more important tha t
we understand it clearly now,
when we are actually living in the
"day of the Lord" ?

Undoubtedly it is, and surely if
Paul were with us today, faithfully
proclaiming "all the counsel o f
God," he would not put the doc-
trine of the second coming of
Christ on the shelf, for fear th e
discussion of it would stir up con-

troversy, or be detrimental to his
popularity among the friends . Nei-
ther would he hypocritically feign
to believe one thing on the subject ,
while privately undermining the
faith of the brethren in the blessed
truth of the Lord's presence. Nor
would this faithful servant of God,
side-step the issue with the asser-
tion that the fact of Christ's pres-
ence cannot be proved .

Paul Opposed Sectarianism
Schisms in the church are con-

trary to the _will of God. The most
fruitful cause of divisions is the
tendency to follow human leader -
ship rather than the Lord and the
truth. Sometimes divisions are
brought about by "grievous wolves"
which enter in among the Lord 's
people, "not sparing the flock."
(Acts 20:29, 30) Paul warned th e
elders of Ephesus against this dan-
ger, and counseled Timothy that
in his ministry to the Ephesian
church he "charge" them tha t
they "teach no other doctrine. "- -
1 Tim. 1 : 3

If all in a congregation of th e
saints are wholly of one mind, en-
deavoring to serve one another
and to glorify the Lord, a sectarian
spirit is very unlikely. It is when
some get divergent views which
they persist in presenting to the
brethren, or, when a teacher ca-
ters to the personal preferences of
the brethren to build up a follow-
ing for himself, that the Lord's
people begin to take side$.

Paul condemned the church a t
Corinth because they were divid-
ing their allegiance among human
leaders, rather than giving it all
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to God. Some of them were say-
ing, "I am of -Paul," but the apos-
tle condemned this also . In this
we have a wonderful example of
Paul's faithfulness in declaring "all
the counsel of God," for it reveals
that he taught the truth even when
it might have been to his own per-
sonal advantage not to do so . He
could have warned the Corinthians
that it was wrong for them to fol-
low Apollos, and by implication
could have allowed them to be-
lieve that it would be all right to
follow him. But he didn't do this.

Paul even went so far as to con-
demn those in the church at Cor-
inth who were saying, "I am of
Christ ." Certainly we are all to
be followers of Christ. But per-
haps in the church, even in those
early days, they had those who
claimed superiority over others on
the ground that they followed no
human leader. We have such to-
day, and they make quite an ado
about it. "We follow no man," is
the claim of these particular sec-
tarians of today—"We are of
Christ. "

All Christians are of Christ .
Not to be of Christ is not to be a
Christian. But if this claim is
made in a sectarian spirit of boast-
fulness and aloofness from othe r
Christians, then it is wrong, for
it would be merely a masquerade
for sectarianism. The human heart
is deceitful, and if we are not
watchful we will find ourselve s
sponsoring wrong viewpoints an d
doing it in the name of Christ.

Let us remember that accordin g
to the Master 's own words, "Not
every one that saith unto Me,
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Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
Kingdom. of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of My Father
which is in heaven."—Matthew 7 :2 1

Church Organization
Paul taught Christian liberty, but

he did not advocate a state o f
chaos in the church. He taught
that the affairs of the church
should be conducted in an orderly
way—that there should be proper-
ly appointed elders and other
servants: He taught that God
builds up His people by means of
prophets, apostles, teachers, and
evangelists, and that we should all
be interested in the spiritual wel-
fare of one another.

The fact that Paul gave these
instructions as God's methods fo r
edifying the body members of
Christ indicates that he considered
the matter a part of the important
"counsel of God ." It is well for
all the Lord's people to bear these
instructions in mind . We are not
to be servile to one another, but
neither should we be so "free" a s
to ignore God's arrangements for
His people . There was a period in
the history of typical Israel when ,
according to the Scriptures, every
man did what seemed good in his
own sight. (Judges 17:6) Such
a condition in the church would
lead to disaster .

Christian Graces
Paul contended earnestly for

all the fundamental teachings o f
Christianity, and he also stressed
the vital necessity of applying
these teachings in our daily lives .
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In the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthi-
ans is recorded the apostle's mas-
terful lesson on the subject of
love, revealing the manner in
which this godlike quality of
our faith, our works, and our fel-
lowship with the brethren.

In Galatians 5 :19-24, the apostle
counsels us to put off the works of
the flesh, and in their place to put
on the fruit of the spirit, which i s
"love, joy, peace, long-suffering ,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance." He then adds
that they who are Christ's "have
crucified the flesh with the affec-
tions and lusts . "

Paul realized the necessity of
Bible study for all those who
would know the will of God, so he
wrote to Timothy, "Study to show
thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to b e
ashamed, rightly dividing the
Word of truth . "—2 Tim. 2 :1 5

The apostle knew, furthermore ,
that all who would live near t o
God need to exercise their privi-
lege of prayer, so he wrote, "Pray
without ceasing . In everythin g
give thanks : for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning
you."---1 Thess . 5 :17, 18

A very important part of all the
counsel of God, as Paul under-
stood the divine will, is the fact
that the followers of Jesus are
enlightened with the truth of th e
divine plan in order that they
might be ambassadors for Christ ;

so, frequently, throughout his
writings, we find the apostle ex-
horting to faithfulness in "hold-
ing forth the Word of life ." (Phil .
2 :16) As .a closing practical appli-
cation of the marvelous truths
concerning the resurrection which
he presents in the 15th chapter o f
1st Corinthians, Paul writes ,
"Therefore, my beloved brethren ,
be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always.
abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that ,
your labor is not vain in the Lord . "

The more we know of "all the
counsel of God" ; the better we
understand the great doctrines of
the divine plan; the more we emp-
ty our hearts of self and are de -
voted to the doing of God's wil l
as. revealed through the truth, the
more we will abound in the work
of the Lord .

We cannot be healthy spirituall y
except as we give heed to all of
the truth, and permit its many
parts to fill and inspire us to hi-
creasing faithfulness, as daily we
lay down our lives in the divine.
service . It was because the Apos-
tle Paul believed and taught all
the counsel of God that he could
say, in the face of threatened dan-
ger, "None of these things move
me, neither count I my life dear
unto myself, so that I might finish
my course with joy, and the thin-
istry, which I have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel
of the grace of God ."—Acts 20 :24
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Liberty In Christ

ae Christian 's lour $eedoms
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in

Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made

us free from the law of sin and death . "—ROMANS 8 : 1, 2

HE BIBLE discloses four
main things from which
the true child of God ,

the disciple of the Lord Jesu s
Christ, is said to be delivered
now, before his change into the
likeness of his Lord in glory.
The first in importance is his de-
liverance or "liberation" (Dia-
glott) from the condemnation of
sin and death as disclosed by
this statement of Apostle Paul .
It will be noticed that this state-
ment of the apostle doesn't indi-
cate that we, as Christians, are
freed from the effects of sin an d
death, but rather from the law
of sin and death . There can be
no question ' that in using this
language the apostle was refer -
ring primarily to the law give n
to Israel at Mt. Sinai ; for in the
third and fourth verses he con-
tinues, "For what the law could
not do, in that it was wea k
through the flesh, God sending
His own Son in the likeness o f
sinful flesh, and for sin [margin ,
by a sacrifice for sin], con-

dernned sin in the flesh : that the
righteousness of the law might b e
fulfilled in us, who walk not aft-
er the flesh, but after the Spirit . "

In the seventh chapter, verses
6 and 7, he writes, "But now
we are delivered from the law ,
being dead to that wherein we
were held; that we should serve
in newness of spirit, and not in
the oldness of the letter . What
shall we say then? Is the law
sin? God forbid. Nay, I had
not known sin, but by the law :
for I had not known lust
[margin, concupiscence], except
the law had said, Thou shalt not
covet . " He further goes on to
show that the law which was
unto life, he found to be unto
death . In other words, that law
which was designed to show
how life might be gained, he
found to be the means by whic h
he stood condemned before God .

"But God commendeth His
love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died
for us," thus opening a way of
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escape from the condemnatio n
resting upon all humanity—Jew
and Gentile alike. (Rom. 5:8)
Counter to that law which fur-
ther emphasized the inability o f
humankind to escape the penal-
ty of sin--death---St. Paul de-
clares there is now in evidence
another law- which he calls "the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus." This law, as the apostle
so forcefully indicates, is opera-
tive only in them who are in
Christ Jesus—those who follow
in the way of suffering and sac-
rifice because of their love for
righteousness and truth, even a s
He did, that they might also
share in the glory promised to
the faithful.—Psa. 45:6, 7; Heb .
1:8, 9

Few of those who have named
the name of Christ, and even
some of those who have been en-
lightened as to the plan and pur-
pose of God with respect to the
church and humanity, have fully
realized what is comprehended
in this liberation from the con-
demnation of sin and death
through the "law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus." Only
the consecrated child of God has
this realization. No longer is h e
subservient to the power and in-
fluence of sin, but being fully
committed to. the righteousnes s
and truth of God and having
the advocacy of Christ's right -

eousness and standing in the im-
putation of His meritorious sac-
rifice, the way and course of all
flesh - in its selfish pursuits—
even though some of them may
be laudable enough from their
standpoint—no longer control s
his motives and interests. Hence
the words of His Lord and Mas-
ter have a deeper and more re-
alistic significance to him, when
he reads: "It is the Spirit that
quickeneth [maketh alive ] ; the
flesh profiteth - nothing: the
words that I speak unto you,
they are Spirit, and they are
life . " (John 6:63) Therefore
the Word of God through His
beloved Son, Jesus, becomes his
meat and drink, his elixir o f
life, the antidote for sin and its
poisonous results, death.

CLEANSED FROM ALL SIN

The Apostle John writes (1
John 1:7, "But if we walk in
the light, as He is in the light ,
we have fellowship one with an-
other and the blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all sin ."
"From all sin"--can such be the
case? Yes, from all sin due to
the weakness and depravity of
the flesh on account of the orig-
inal transgression ; but not from
wilful, deliberate sin agains t
light and knowledge . Such sin
has to be expiated as indicated
in the divine testimony of in -
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stances of that kind .
But even in cases where 'wil-

ful and partially wilful sin has
been committed, and such si n
is recognized for what it is and
deeply regretted and consequent
amends made, it is not held
against the perpetrator . How-
ever, suffering and loss may be ,
entailed as a consequence in or-
der that the lesson may be deep-
ly impressed . Such was the case
with Paul for his persecution o f
the early disciples, and it is well
that we take cognizance of this
principle in connection with
God's dealing with us. Other
instances of this character migh t
be cited, such as David, a man
said to have been after God's
own heart.--1 Sam. 13:14; Acts
13:22

If our sin has been more o r
less wilful, we can take consola-
tion in the fact that we recog-
nize it as such, and with the
recognition thenceforth to re -
solve that we shall not be over-
taken again . It is only when we
treat with indifference such
lapses and failures that our
condition of heart may become
calloused, with serious conse-
quences to our spiritual live s
and interests . If ,we have a ten-
der conscience, it is a hopeful
sign indeed, and the experienc e
under the blessing and power
of the Lord may prove to be a
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strengthening of character and .
fortitude realizable in no other
way.

This should not be construed
to mean that wilfulness on ou r
part is commendable, nor tha t
God looks upon it with sympa-
thy and favor. Some person-
alities are inclined to be ' of a
wilful disposition, and such are
likely to be strong, determine d
characters. Such was Paul .
It required more than an ordi-
nary experience to make him
see his mistaken zeal . And that
may be true of others of the
Lord's 'people--God alone know s
what is best suited to produce
the desired results .

However, let us ever be mind-
ful of the fact that all wilful
sins require expiation and are
not forgiven in the sense of ab-
solution, even though the grace
and favor of the Lord may not
be lost. Experience and the
numerous instances recorded in
the Scriptures remind us of this
fact. We can be assured, how-
ever, that the chastening hand
of the Lord is designed for our
recovery and ultimate good if
we are rightly exercised there -
by, and do not repine nor re -
sent it as inconsequential and
unnecesary ; for He is "longsuf-
f Bring to us-ward [the believ-
ers], not willing that any shoul d
perish, but that all should come
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to repentance ."--2 Peter 3 : 9

VICTORY OVER DEAT H

But the blessing to us is i n
the . realization that we hav e
such a benign, divine Advo-
cate : with the Heavenly Father ,
through whom we can obtain a t
all times and in all places the
needed grace and strength to
help us in overcoming our nat-
ural weaknesses . and infirmities .
As an illustration of this, a sis-
ter who had been connected
with. the truth . movement for
many years and had been close-
ly associated with Brother Rus-
sell, expressed considerable con-
cern over a habit she couldn 't
seem to overcome, try as she
would. to do so . She was ver y
much perplexed about it and
wondered whether the Lord
held it against her. To compos e
her anxiety over the matter, sh e
was advised not to permit it to
become an obsession, but to en-
deavor . to direct her mind to-
ward the Lord's abiding confi-
dence in her and to continue to
apply to Him . for the neede d
grace . . to help—exercising faith
that .: He knew her every weak-
nes, and could cover those unin-

' tentional lapses with the merit o f
His vicarious sacrifice and would
provide eventually the means o f
escape from- her `Frying experi-
ence."- Not long . ' after this sbe

went to her reward. Blessed
hope of ultimate complete "lib-
eration" from and victory over
the great taskmasters, sin and
death!

FREEDOM FRO M

THIS PRESENT EVIL WORLD

The second thing from which
the Christian is now said to be
delivered is "this present evil
world . " In his message to the
churches of Galatia, Paul writes ,
"Grace be to you and peace
from God the Father, and from
our Lord Jesus Christ, who gav e
Himself for our sins, that He
might deliver us from this pres-
ent evil world . " (Gal. 1 :3-5 )
How can it be said that we are
now delivered, or rescued (Em-
phatic Diaglott) , from this pres-
ent evil world or age? We ar e
still living in it--=but there is
one thing ever to be kept in
mind' and that is, from God ' s
standpoint, and from our own
as new creatures in Christ Jesus ,
while still in this evil age and
under its oppresive administra-
tion, we are no part of it .' We
are to have no part in its ways ,
schemes, and plans, no matter
how appealing they might . b e
made to appear and no matter
how highly regarded they may
be 'held' by the world and the
Worldly church. Our Lord and
His apostles set "us the example
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in this respect . They entered not
into the politics, social reforms,
etc., of Israel, neither were they
ordained by the Sanhedrin.

God has decreed that this evil
order and age shall come to an
end, . and due to human selfish-
ness it is to be a calamitous ,
precipitant end. It can no long-
er stand in the light of the ne w
day now dawning—in the light
of His presence. It is God' s
determinate counsel that noth-
ing of Satan's degenerating and
disintegrating order shall be
carried over into the new dis-
pensation of grace and truth .
(Isa. 65 : 17; Rev. 21: 1-5) Henc e
His people cannot afford to en-
list their time and energy to-
ward the perpetuation and ex-
tension of that which God has
ordained shall soon end, and up -
on which His wrath is to be vis-
ited.—Isa. 13 :9; 26:21; 34:8 ;
Jer. 51 : 6 ; Zeph . 3 : 8 ; 2 Pet. 3:7 ,
10, 11

The secret of our triumph, ou r
victory over this evil age, lies
in the fact that Christ died for
our sins and that He has called
us out from the world and the
worldly church organizations
that we might not partake of it s
spirit of .rivalry, vainglory, pride ,
ambition and acquisitiveness .
Our lives henceforth are to be
controlled by His Holy Spirit
of love as contrasted. . with the
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self-interest and selfishness so
predominant in the world .

Thus being governed by th e
Holy Spirit, we are privilege d
to escape much of the care ,
anxiety and rancor with which
the closing scenes of these evi l
times abound . None of the cares
of this life, the deceitfulness of
riches, the earthly rewards and
emoluments, nor the tinseled ,
tawdry display of the hierarchy
could tempt the Master from th e
course outlined for Him by His
Heavenly Father—the course
that brought suffering and deat h
upon Him. Neither could any
of earth's allures distract nor
deter His faithful apostles from
thus following in His steps. And
this same attitude and deter-
mination should characterize
every true follower of the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth. . Let
the world count us fools for
Christ 's sake—What of it? Wha t
if we lose. our : earthly lives with
its interests and pleasures? —
we have . a faith, a hope, . a love
that surmounts. all these . . And ,
if faithful to our trust, we have
a more enduring and eternal es-
tate awaiting us in the great be-
yond. Let, then, the world taunt
us with remarks about our in-
terests being but visionary. , and
illusive, and our ideals a . mnere
hope. Let , us continually ..ask
ourselves whether we prefer : the
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present unsatisfactory things of
this decadent order to the in-
ward sense of peace and joy
which is the heritage of every
true child of God and the prom-
ise of a future of glory, hono r
and immortality—the divine na-
ture. Christ has taken all th e
sting out of death and is victor
over the grave . (1 Cor . 15:55)
No, the gates of hell (the grave )
shall not prevail over His tru e
church. (Matt. 16:18) What,
then, shall we fear? "What can
man do unto us ? "--Psa. 56:4,
11; 118: 6

OUR PRESENT ADVANTAGES

Let us remind ourselves, too ,
of the great enlightenment tha t
has come to us as the result of
our consecration to do His will .
We have learned to know ou r
Heavenly Father in the true
light of His character and pun-

, pose, not only for His church
but for all men. We have come
to know something of His peace
—the peace which passeth hu-
man understanding. (Phil. 4:
6, 7) We have been enabled to
see the stately steppings of our
God as they have been unfold-
ing through the pages of histor y
and to realize that we are now
witnessing the closing scenes in
the drama of the ages .

We have been - privileged t o
enjoy many advantages over

those who have lived and fought
the good fight of faith in pas t
ages. But we see, however, tha t
these advantages have not al -
ways brought forth the grati-
tude, and desire to know and to
do that which would be pleas-
ing to the divine Creator ; but,
instead, have led many to be-
lieve they will succeed without
God. Alas! they see little or
no need for His plan of redemp-
tion. They are sufficient unt o
themselves and they think they
can satisfactorily solve all their
problems without recourse to
His methods and ways .

Hence with all the present -
clay benefits of these closin g
days of a dying world-order, we
see more distress, more suffer-
ing, more bungling than at any
time in the world's history.
How glad we should be that we
have been called out of the con -
fusion of tongues of mystic Bab-
ylon; with its pride, ostentation ,
boasting, arrogance, blasphemy,
and idolatry; into the haven of
His counsel and rest, that w e
may show forth His praises both
now and forever.--1 Peter 2 : 9

FREED FROM THE
POWER OF DARKNES S

The third thing from which
the apostle declares we are de-
livered is the power (author-

(Continued on page 35).
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TEST YOUR HnOtWDGf
HOW MANY OF THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS CAN YOU ANSWER ?

1—What prophet became fa-
mous just before Jesus started His
ministry ?

2—(a) Of what city was Abra-
ham a native? (b) Why did h e
leave his native land?

3—Who is the chief cornerston e
in the building of God ?

4—The disciples did not
receive the Holy Spirit un-
til Pentecost . (a) Why was
it not given to them dur-
ing the earthly life of
Jesus? (b) What was the
result of this outpouring of
the Spirit in the lives of the dis-
ciples?

5--In Zechariah 9 :9 we read ,
"Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of
Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jeru-
salem: behold, thy King cometh
unto thee: He is just, and havin g
salvation; lowly, and riding upon
an ass, and upon a colt the foa l
of an ass . " To whom does this
prophecy apply ?

6—Speaking of the Four Free-
doms, will the time ever com e
when man will have freedom fro m
dimming eyesight and failing hear-
ing ?

7—Finish this text : "Blessed are
the meek : . . . "

8—To whom does the "meek"

refer in this Beatitude ?
9—What is the difference be-

tween the "end of time" and "the
time of the end"? Are these scrip-
tural terms ?

10—What relationship does aero-
nautical, electrical, and scientific

knowledge bear to fulfilled
prophecy ?
11—Have we definite proof
in the Bible that David did
not go to heaven when h e
died? Where did he go ?
12--Which is correct, (a )
The wilfully wicked wil l

be sent to a place of fire to be
everlastingly tormented, or (b )
The wilfully wicked will be ever -
lastingly punished by death?

13—Genesis 22:17, 18 reads: "In
blessing I will bless thee, and in
multiplying I will multiply thy
seed as the stars of the heaven ,
and as the sand which is upon the
sea shore; and thy seed shall pos-
sess the gate of his enemies ; and
in thy seed shall all the families o f
the earth be blessed ; because thou
hast obeyed My voice . " To whom
were these words spoken, and un-
der what circumstances ?

14—Who did Abraham typify
in this offering, and of whom wa s
Isaac a type?

(Answers on page 34)

WISDOM FROM ABOVE—THE NOBLEST SCIENCE, THE HEST INSTRUCTION
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AUGUST REAM
StudieJ in ZYhe $cripture3 .

the Atonemen t
between

god and man

1 What is one of the chief battles
of those who walk in the narro w

way, following in the footsteps of
Jesus?Pages 110-117 ; Dawn editio n
pages 120-128

2

What was the four-fold joy set
before Jesus, which enabled Him

to endure the cross?—Pages 118-122 ;
Dawn edition pages 128-13 3

3 Why was it necessary for Jesus,
as the Redeemer, to bear the griefs

and carry the sorrows of the world?—
Pages 122-128; Dawn edition pages 133-
140

4 In what sense was Jesus the son
of David, and when 'did He becom e

David's Lord?Pages 129-135; Dawn
edition pages 141-148

5 In what sense is Jesus both the
root and the offspring of David ?

-Pages 135-141 ; Dawn edition page s
148-153

6 Why is Jesus, the Son of God, re-
ferred to in Isaiah 9 :6 as the Ever-

lasting Father?Pages 141-148 ; Dawn
edition pages 154-16 1

7 Since Jesus is the Son of God,
why do the Scriptures refer to

Him as the Son of Man?—Pages 149 -
156 ; Dawn edition pages 163-170

8 In what sense was it true that
there was no beauty in Jesus tha t

the people should desire Him?—Pages
156-162 ; Dawn edition pages 170-177

When did God pour out His Spir-9 it upon the church, and when will
He pour it out upon all flesh?—Pages
163-169 ; Dawn edition pages 179-18 5

10 What is the root meaning of the
Hebrew and the Greek words

translated "spirit" in the Bible? —Pages
169-174 ; Dawn edition pages 185-191

11 How does the operation of the
Holy Spirit in Christians differ

from the way it operated on the mind s
of the prophets?Pages 174-182 ; Dawn
edition pages 191-19 9

12 What is the spirit of anti-Christ,
and how can it be identified? —

Pages 182-187 ; Dawn edition pages
199-20 4

13 What has been the two-fold com-
mission of the Holy Spirit through-

out the Gospel age?—Pages 187-193 ;
Dawn edition pages 204-210

14 Why is the Spirit of God referred
to in the Scriptures as the " Holy "

Spirit?—Pages 193-201 ; Dawn editio n
pages 210-218

15 What is the difference between
the gifts of the Spirit and the

fruit of the Spirit?—Pages 201-208 ;
Dawn edition pages 218-226



[NB CALENDAR
eke /Lob lop epery

16 What are the three baptisms of
the Holy Spirit? Are any of them

to be repeated?—Pages 209-216; Dawn
edition pages 227-235

17 What is the difference between
praying to be filled with the Spir-

it and praying for a baptism of the
Spirit?—Pages 217-225 ; Dawn editio n
pages 235-244

18 What is necessary on the part of
the Christian in order to enjoy

the witness of the Holy Spirit?—Pages
226-233 ; Dawn edition pages 245-252

s

19 What are some of the ways in
which the Holy Spirit bears wit-

ness with our spirits? Pages 233-239;
Dawn edition pages 252-259

20 What is the difference between
justification by faith in this age

and justification by works in the next
age?Pages 239-244 ; Dawn edition
pages 259-263

21 What is the Holy Spirit of prom -
ise and how are we sealed b y

it?—Pages 244-248; Dawn edition page s
263-268

22 In what way does the Holy Spir-
it aid in giving the Christian

soundness of mind?—Pages 249-255;
Dawn edition pages 269-276

23 In what way does the Spirit of a
sound mind broaden and deepen

character?—Pages 255-262 ; Dawn edition
pages 276-283

24 In what sense is it possible for a
Christian to grieve the Holy Spir-

it? Pages 263-268 ; Dawn edition pages
285-29 0

25 What is the sin against the Holy
Spirit, and why can it not be for-

given?—Pages 268-274 ; Dawn edition
pages 290-296

26 How does the Holy Spirit operate
in appointing servants in the

church?—Pages 274-280; Dawn edition
pages 296-303

27 What is the meaning of the apos-
tle 's statement, "Ye know all

things" ?—Pages 280-287 ; Dawn edition
pages 303-310

28 How does the Holy Spirit "re -
prove the world of sin, and of

righteousness, and , of judgment"?—
Pages 287-295 ; Dawn edition pages 310-
318

29 Can one believe in the trinity ,
and at the same time believe that

Jesus was "made flesh" ? —Pages 295 -
299 ; Dawn edition pages 319-32 4

30 What wrong conclusions result
from applying scriptures to the

world which are addressed to the
church?—Pages 301-307 ; Dawn edition
pages 325-331

31 What is the original root meanin g
of the Hebrew word ruach and

the Greek word pneuma?—Pages 307-
313 ; Dawn edition pages 331-338



fl 11 S [H S To Test Your Knowledge
Questions ( See Page 3 l

1—John the Baptist, the fore -
runner of Jesus .

2—(a) Ur of the Chaldees---
Genesis 11 :31 (b) God instructe d
him to do so .—Genesis 12 :1-3

3—Jesus Christ, "disallowed in-
deed of men, but chosen of God,
and precious ."—1 Peter 2 :4-6

4—(a) Christ had to die befor e
anyone could be given the Holy
Spirit as an evidence of begettal
to spiritual life . (b) The result
of the begettal of the Holy Spirit
was to discern spiritual truths an d
more clearly to comprehend th e
divine plan .—John 16:13

5—This prophecy, far in advance
of the time, foretold Jesus' trium-
phant entry into Jerusalem. when
the populace proclaimed Him King .
It is another link in the chain of
evidence that Jesus was the Christ ,
the "anointed" of the Lord.

6-Yes. Isaiah 35 :5 : "Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened ,
and the ears of the deaf shall b e
unstopped . "

7—"for they shall inherit the
earth . "—Matthew 5 : 5

$—Meekness does not mea n
weakness . The truly meek ar e
the kind-hearted and gentle, the
tractable and teachable, often tak-
en advantage of today, but who .
through their submission to the
rule of Christ's righteous govern-
ment, will quickly attain perfec-
tion when God's will is "done on
earth as it is in heaven . "---Matt.6 :10

9—The "end of time" is not a
scriptural term; it is used as a
synonym for "eternal ." "The time
of the end" is a scriptural term .
Daniel 12 :4 refers to the present
time which marks the end of the
-old order of unrighteousness .

10—Daniel 12 :4 says that the in -
crease in knowledge and the run_
ing .and fro" would mark "the
time of the end" of this old order
of war and trouble.

11--In Acts 2:29 and 34, Peter-
is recorded as saying: "Men and
brethren, let me freely speak unto
you of the patriarch David . that
he is both dead, and buried, and
his sepulchre is with us unto thi s
day." "For David is not ascended
into the heavens." In 1 Kings 2 :
10, we read, "So David slept - with.
his fathers. "

12—(b) is correct . "The wages
of sin is death," not eternal tor-
ment . Everlasting death is ever-
lasting punishment. Romans 6:23;
Matthew 25:46

13—To Abraham when he dem-
onstrated his willingness to do
God's will even to the sacrificin g
of his son Isaac .

14—Abraham was a type of
Jehovah God . Isaac was a type
of Christ. "For God so loved the
world, that he -gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish ,
but have everlasting life."—He-
brews 11 :17-19; John 3 :1 6

Prove All Things
34
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(Continued from page 30 )
ity, dominion) of darkness . This
statement is found in Colossians
1 :12-14, and reads : "Giving
thanks unto the Father, which
hath made us meet to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the
saints in light : Who hath de-
livered us from the power [do-
minion, authority] of darkness
and hath translated [Diaglott ,
caused a change of sides] us in-
to the Kingdom of His dear Son
margin, the Son of His love] . "

In this statement the power of
darkness is contrasted with the
light of the coming reign of
righteousness of Christ's King-
dom. And into this Kingdom of
righteousness we are now said
to be translated.

As we consider the darkness
of the past six thousand years
with all its suffering, sin and
death; its subtle and hideous
hobgoblins and nightmares ; we
are reminded by this text of
Scripture of all the beauties of
true holiness and righteousness
of the new day. It has been well
said, "Darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness th e
people: but the Lord shall arise
upon Thee, and His glory shall
be seen upon Thee [The Christ ;
head and body ] ."

This also reminds us of the
contrast =between these "last
days" of the old order, and the

past, with regard to artificial
lighting. Much of the drunken-
ness, rioting and crime of th e
past was committed under th e
cover of the darkness of th e
nighttime. While that is stil l
true of our day, it is not as com-
mon as it was before the means
of turning night into day became
so general . However, the light
of day is more likely to uncover
and expose those who are com-
mitted to evil and criminal prac-
tices .

BLIND LEADERS OF THE BLIND

When our Lord was appre-
hended by the religious rulers,
He used the expression, "the
power of darkness ." And the
Apostle Paul writes that "we
wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities ,
against powers, against the rul-
ers of the darkness of this
world." (Luke 22:53; Eph. 6:
12) It is often those who appear
to be serving the right and the
truth and generally recognized
as representing law and order,
who are the most flagrant vio -
Iators of honesty, truth and
righteousness. It was so in the
days of the Lord and His apos-
tles, and it is true today . Often-
times it is through deceit and
fraud that they wield power and
influence over the people—and
the people are either unable or
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unwilling to resist . Largely in-
fluenced by personal bias, prej-
udice, "party spirit," and often
intimidated by threats of one
kind and another, they readil y
espouse the cause of those mis-
leading them into a state of
irresponsibility and eventual
chaos. Generally speaking, it i s
a case of the "blind leading the
blind," and all falling into the
ditch of despair and disillusion-
ment.

The Prophet Isaiah (3 : 12, 13 )
recounts just such condition s
when he- says, "As for My peo-
ple, children [the immature . in
understanding] are their op-
pressors, and women rule over
them [contrary to the divine ar-
rangement, the churches dictat e
what they shall . and . shall not
believe, setting aside individual
faith and faithfulness . and the
spiritually guided conscience] ,
O. My . people, they which, lea d
thee cause thee to err, and de-
stroy the way of thy paths. The
Lord standeth up . to plead, an d
standeth . to judge. the people."
Again in Jeremiah 5 :31 : "The
prophets prophesy falsely, and
the priests bear rule by their
means ; and " My people . love to
have it so: and what will . ye do
in the end thereof? "

The Prophet . Malachi, shows
(3:15-18) , that " after . the Lord

makes up His jewel class, the
36

"little flock" to whom it is the
Father's good pleasure to give
the Kingdom, then they shall re-
turn, and discern between the
true servants of God and the
false . But meanwhile, the true
Christian, having espoused the
cause of righteousness and truth ,
the Lord's cause, is no longer
influenced nor cajoled into co -
operation with these powers of
darkness; their destruction be-
ing inevitable in this, the day of
His bright shining and appear-
ance.--2 Thess. 2 : 7-12

FREED FROM EVERY EVIL WORK

The fourth and last thing from
which . we are now delivered is
"from every evil work ." . This
statement is found in Paul's last
letter to Timothy, written short-
ly before his second and last ap-
pearance before Nero (2 Timo-
thy 4: 18)"And the Lord shall
deliver me ,from every evil
work, and will preserve me un-
to His heavenly Kingdom: to
whom be .. glory for ever and
ever. Amen." When the apos-
tle wrote these words to Timo-
thy, he had reason to believe his
end was near at hand. He had
carried the message of the Gos-
pel of God's Kingdom to come ,
far and wide throughout the
then known world and had, t o
the best of his . .ability, endeav-
ored to, follow on to know , his



THX CHRISTIAN'S

glorious Master even though i t
entailed suffering and privation .
He also had received some re-
markable manifestations of His
favor and blessing in the abun-
dant revelations, the gifts of th e
Spirit, and a glimpse of His
glory ,

Being a strong, resolute char-
acter with a keen intellect, the
Lord had seen the great possi-
bilities in Paul for spreading the
Good News; also, how much he
would be called upon to endure
for His name's sake. Therefore ,
the apostle had become inured
to suffering and trial for the
interests of the truth and those
who would espouse it throug h
his ministry. Nothing could
swerve him from the course the
Lord had outlined for him . No
machinations of the adversary
and his blinded emissaries could
influence him away from the
course of faith and faithfulness
to God and His Christ .

It is not to be wondered there -
fore that he could write with
such confident assurance tha t
the Lord would deliver him
from every evil work and pre -
serve .him unto His heavenly
Kingdom. We may not be priv-
ileged • as was Paul- to have
such remarkable- manifestations
of our Lord's favor and -blessing ,
nor to be used so extensively in
His 'service' , but • whether used
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much or but little, we, too, as

God's devoted children, can
have the same assurance of Hi s
protecting power and ultimat e
deliverance from every evil
work or device that might be
employed against us. To those
who have His Word and Spiri t
in their hearts and are yielding
to His direction in their lives ,
the prophet gives the assurance ,
"No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper; and
every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou
shalt condemn . . This is the her-
itage of the servants of the Lord ,
and their righteousness is of Me,
saith the Lord."—Isaiah 54 :17

Even in the midst of present-
day distress and perplexity of
nations, the Christian surel y
can lift up his head in praise and
thanksgiving to the God of al l
grace and truth, for the clea r
unfolding of. His .purposes . con-
cerning him and all men . And
having a consciousness of the di -
vine presence through the testi-
mony of His Word and the im-
bibing of its Spirit of holiness ,
he can have a realization of free-
dom from the condemnation of
sin and death ; freedom from the
present evil world ; freedom
from the powers of darkness ;
and freedom : from every evil
work .
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)e O. A Christian Necessity

Waif{i, the gill of god
"And shall God in any wise execute the vindication of His chose n

ones? . . . I tell you He will execute their vindication quickly !
Nevertheless though the Son of man do come will He,

after all, find this faith on the earth? "-- -
LuxE 18 :7, 8, Ro x

38 .

NE of the great tests on
the Christian church
from the days of the

apostles until now has been
faith. Jesus said that if one pos-
sessed faith, even as little as a
grain of mustard seed, he could
move mountains . (Matt . 17:24)
The trial of our faith is one of
the important things which th e
Apostle Paul continually points
out as a great test of Christian
character . James says that it
develops patience, . and his idea
of patience is not mere quies-
cence, a static condition ; nor is
it fatalism, which placidly dis-
poses of all problems on the
easy assumption that what will
be, will be.---James 1 : 3

Faith, according to the scrip-
tural viewpoint is a vital, liv-
ing thing which develops and in-
creases through exercise, and
manifests itself in activity.
Faith, says Paul, has substance ,
it is the evidence or conviction
of things which cannot be de-
tected by the use of the natural

senses alone .--Heb. 11 : 1
One of the first things in

which the true Christian mani-
fests faith is in the existence
of God. No man has seen God
at any time, yet Jesus said to
Philip, "He that hath seen Me,
hath seen the Father." (John
14:9) Jesus is an actual charac-
ter of history . He doesn't hav e
to be imagined . He lived here
on earth; men saw Him and
touched Him. They heard His
words; they witnessed His mir-
acles. Jesus, the Son of God ,
the "express image of the Fa-
ther's person," was known of
men and could be believed in
by men. Yet few indeed, even in .
the days of His flesh, accepted
Him for what He claimed to be..
Heb. 1 : 3

Most people living on the earth
today exercise faith in some
manner, although many deny it
and scoff at the idea that they
have faith in anything. One
such hard-headed agnostic con=
tinually scoffed at the idea of
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the Christian God, and declared
on all possible occasions that h e
had faith in nothing but what h e
could apprehend through his
five natural senses . He claimed
that apart from the evidence of
physical senses all other things
were nonsense .

Upon one such occasion when
he was making his usual argu-
ment against the existence of
God, a listener quietly inter-
posed the suggestion that the
agnostic gentlemen exercised a
very considerable degree of
faith every day of his life . in
something which could never b e
revealed through any physica l
sense. The agnostic scoffingly
demanded proof of such a state-
anent . He was asked the simple
question, "Who is your father?"
The question baffled him, and h e
was unable to answer.

How could he answer? For no
man may know of his own
knowledge, who his father is .
He accepts a certain man as his
father because of faith in the
integrity of his mother . So the
questioner pointed out, and
went on to show that in like
manner many have been con-
vinced of the existence of a
Heavenly Father because of the
evidence produced by their
mother—the earth .

The Psalmist continually sings
of the marvelous works of God

as evidenced in the earth which
He had created, and in the heav-
ens which He had ordained . To
him the mighty example of na-
ture spoke continually of a God
whose wisdom transcended that
of all His creatures. And many
of the world's greatest scientists,
in the final analysis, have been
compelled to agree with David .
None but God could have done
this !

The great advances in all the
fields of science in the past cen-
tury and a half stem from the
original thinking of intelligent
men of the past . With an ever
increasing understanding of th e
forces of nature have come
many mechanical devices de-
signed to utilize some of these
forces and to overcome `others .
When Sir Isaac Newton ad-
vanced what he termed "the
law of gravitation," it opened
the way for still further thought
and investigation and had a pro -
found influence upon those who
were interested in mechanics .
Unquestionably the rapid strides
that have been made in the sci-
ence of aeronautics can be trace -
able to the stimuli of thought as
a result of Newton's findings .

Superficial thinkers would
have us believe that all natural
laws are the result of blind
chance. What amazing chance
it must have been that arranged
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the great inter-related forces in
such a remarkable manner that
a multitudinous universe of
stars, planets and satellites ma y
function in harmonious relatio n
one to another and without mis-
hap. We cannot begin to con -
template the result of any pos-
sible dislocation or failure of any
one of these integral parts har-
moniously to continue in its
proper sphere of operation. What
a catastrophe would be the re-
sult of such a mishap !

The Psalmist expressed the
proper viewpoint when he wrote
of the glories of the heavens :
"When I consider Thy heavens ,
the work of Thy fingers, the
moon and the stars, which Tho u
hast ordained . " And again, "The
heavens declare the glory of
God ; and the firmament show-
eth His handiwork . "--Psalm 8 :
3 ; 19 : 1

Mankind, with great inven-
tiveness, has made much use o f
the known natural forces, suc h
as the power of steam and elec-
tricity, and yet the greatest gen-
iuses of this or any other day
admit that they have by no
means exhausted the possibili-
ties of the utilization of these
and other energies . And when
we think of the great strides
that have already been made in
this connection, it should make
us all pause to reflect upon the

DAW N

majesty and greatness of th e
God who made all these things
possible for us to enjoy . And
how much richer and more
abundant will be the lives of ,
those who are brought forth to
the full clear light of the glori-
ous new day now only dawning .

Heat and cold are natural .
forces. Everyone is aware of thi s
fact. Scientists and inventor s
have made use of these opposing
factors in various ways . They
understand to some extent their
effects on various substances ,
and harness these cosmic ener-
gies as the servants of their
wills . And yet, if it were not
for certain strange departures
from the general action of thes e
forces, life would have vanished
from the earth ages ago ; in fact ,
earth today would be merely an
ice-bound mass rolling lifeless
through space .

Heat generally expands, and
cold generally contracts matter .
Yet in the case of the action of
freezing cold on water the ef-
fect is to expand it instead of
to contract it . Consider what
that departure from the general
effect has meant to this earth !
Through expansion, ice becomes
lighter than the water fro m
which it is made. Were it to
follow the customary law of na-
ture and contract with freezing,
the ice would be heavier tha n
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the unfrozen water, and caus e
it to sink to the river bottoms ,
so that as a consequence our
rivers would become solid ice ,
which even the summer heat
would not dissolve .

How fortunate, too, that anti-
mony among the minerals is an
exception to this law of nature
also! Because of this exception
it is impossible for us to secure
clear-cut edges on our printing
types by the mixing of this met -
al, which contracts, with other
metals, which expand under
heat.

Did blind chance, when bring-
ing the forces of heat and cold
into existence, reason these dif-
ferences? Or were these vari-
ations the result of the wisdom
of an intelligent Mind which de -
signed them to do specific things
in certain predetermined ways ?
Rational thinking can come t o
but one conclusion, and that i s
the latter .

Not to labor this argument un-
duly, let us pose a question. If
blind chance brought these na-
tural forces—heat, cold, magne-
tism, electronic, centrifugal, cen-
tripetal and other forces—out of ,
let us suppose, an original state
of chaos, then could we have a n
assurance that such chance, be-
ing blind and not subject to su-
perior control, some time might
not fail to function in an orderly

fashion and thus revert to that
original state of chaos ?

But we know better than that .
We can see how these variou s
forces even though seemingly
in conflict with each other ar e
brought into a condition of har-
monious operation . Throughout .
nature and the entire universe, .
we see order and effective con-
trol of all the varied and sundry
forces. Even the power of what
we call friction, which ordinar-
ily acts as resistance, is brought
into useful employ. We learn
that this earth is constantly be-
ing bombarded from without b y
meteorites and were it not fo r
the friction generated by earth' s
atmosphere, dissolving them in-
to ineffectual gases, no on e
would be safe . As it is, occa-
sionally one or more of the m
succeed in reaching the earth' s
surface without doing serious
damage . Who would venture to
assert that this happens with-
out superior control? Remem-
ber, too, that friction which
works against all moving objects
brought into contact with eac h
other, was the means by whic h
early man started fires to create
warmth for himself. We might
multiply examples of the utility
to which the forces of nature
have been applied by intelligent
manipulation.

Consider, too, .what might be
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the serious consequences were joying the advantage of so -
not the gravitational pull of the called higher education, have at -
earth greater than the forces op- tempted to deny His existence.
posing it, such as radiation pres- Truly, as the Psalmist declares ,
sure centrifugal force, as it is it is a fool who says in his heart,
sometimes called, the power that "There is no God ." (Psa. 14:1)
would throw off into space any And Solomon, the wise man, add s
detached - object. While Prof . his word, "The fear [reverence ]
Einstein's theory of relativity of the Lord is the beginning of
may render void much of Sir knowledge, but fools despise
Isaac Newton's law of gravity, wisdom and instruction." (Prov .
neverthelesss we know that the 1:7) And again, "A dullard
earth's pull has much to do with delighteth not in understanding, .
the stability and balance of in nothing save the exposing of
things upon this planet, Earth. his own heart . "--Prov. 18:2 ,
Whether we call it the center Rotherham

	

_
of gravity or the "center of Perhaps in many hearts th e
mass" as some are inclined to do first glimmering of faith in a
who find fault with the use of Creator has come from observa-
the term "gravity," all who have tion of the things which He has
given this and kindred scientific created . Such faith, weak as it
subjects any serious thought are- at first may be, was a gift of
aware of its existence and pow- God; for it was engendered by
er.

	

the things which He gave fo r
These and scores of other ex- man's enjoyment and edification .

amples demonstrate the exist- But God expects more from Hi s
ence of a directing Mind and creatures than a mere accept-
Personality greater than the ance that He "is . " The Apostle
laws which control the forces of Paul tells us, "Without faith i t
nature. From time immemorial is impossible to please Him : for
all tribes and nations of man- he that cometh to God must be-
kind have used some form of ex- lieve that He is, and that He i s
pression of reverence for a crea- the rewarder of them that dill -
tor, a God, whom they have gently seek Him."—Heb. 11 : 6
adored as the Giver and Sup-

	

The pleasing of God is man's
porter of life.

	

everlasting work, and should be
Only those who assume a su- His eternal pleasure ; for the

perior intelligence to that of the creature is not greater than th e
Creator, and generally those en- Creator. "Thou art worthy, 0
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Lord, to receive glory and hon-
or and power: for Thou hast
created all things, and for Thy
pleasure they are and wer e
created ."—Rev. 4: 1 1

God, we are told in the divine
record, created heaven and
earth and mankind to fill th e
earth, then ceased from creativ e
work, and rested. After long
years, one more creative act i s
being performed through the in-
strumentality of His Son, His
active Agent in all work of cre-
ation. This is the development
of the "new creation ." "There-
fore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature [a new crea-
tion, Diaglott] ; old things are
passed away: behold, all things
are become new ."-2 Cor. 5:17

The experience of coming into
Christ is a tremendous test o f
faith. It is seldom done in the
beat and fervor of an emotional
upset, or through the false ex-
citement of the so-called "reviv-
al" spirit. Conversion of such
a nature seldom lasts ; for it is
largely founded on emotion ,
sentiment, feeling, no doubt with
a worthy objective, but - il l
adapted to stand the long -
drawn-out waiting time for Hi s
appearing.

The faith of the Christian must
be exercised in many ways.
Few humble, honest and sincere
people have difficulty in recog -

nizing themselves as sinners in
the eyes of God. Few but will
recognize the application to
themselves of the universal con-
demnation in Adam's sin and
sentence; for all are the children
of one human father and his dis-
obedience to God's righteous law
brought disaster upon him and
his unborn children. Few, there-
fore, but will recognize the need
of help in getting rid of Adamic
condemnation, and that help i s
provided by the sinless Jesus.

Unfortunately, unworthy ex-
ponents of the Christian faith
have become dazzled by visions
of earthly elevation and places
of power. Millions of people
calling themselves Christians
have become the measuring
stick of the success of the earth-
ly church called by His name .

In the search for some formu-
la to attract the crowds, there-
fore, every means has been
pressed into service to compel
as wide an acceptance of the
name of Christ as possible . Civ-
il law was enlisted on the side
of the church to facilitate mass
conversion from heathendom.
This was followed by the tor-
tures of the Inquisition to force
the non-converted into the fold
of the mother church, and
through fear to keep them there.

When such methods still failed
in their purpose, the church and
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sought corn- serves best," for the church ex-
pects little of personal service
from its members . Its principle
is, "Give us your money and
we'll buy the needed services"—
from minister, choir-singers an d
musicians, publicity director ,
etc .

The truly consecrated child of
God, intent on serving faithful-
ly, sometimes finds difficulty in
reconciling the ease of such lip -
service to God with what he be-
lieves to be the requirements of
the Christian life: "I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by, the
mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice ,
holy, acceptable unto God, your
reasonable service . "—Rom . 12 : 1

Paul, the . understanding ex -
plainer of the puzzling aspects of
the Christian life, places th e
matter thus : "I therefore . .
beseech you that ye walk wor-
thy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called ; with all lowlines s
and meekness, with long-suffer-
ing, forbearing one another in
love; . . . till we all come in th e
unity of the faith, and of th e
knowledge of the Son of God ,
unto a perfect man, . . . that we
henceforth be no more children ,
tossed to and fro, and carrie d
about with every _wind of doc-
trine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning ' craftiness, whereb y
they lie in wait to deceive; but

its various branches
promise after compromise to
find a new formula which the
masses would be willing to ac-
cept, and, added to the easing of
doctrinal restrictions, came a
grist of added inducements--
clubs, young people's rallies ,
suppers, picnics, gambling games
in church parlors—and a still
further easing of the require-
ments of knowledge and belief ,
until today one may call himself
a Christian and know nothing of
Christ other than His name .
How true is the apostle's fore-
cast, "that in the last days per-
ilous times shall come . For men
shall be lovers of their ow n
selves, . . . lovers of pleasure s
more than lovers of God ; having
a form of godliness, but denyin g
the power thereof: from such
turn away."—2 Tim. 3: 1-5

Redemption through the she d
blood of Christ has become al-
most anathema to the larger de-
nominational churches . They
can, however, still corral mem-
bers through substitutionary
sacrifices of the Mass, or even
through the repetition of the
simple shibboleth, "The father-
hood- of God, and the brother-
hood of man . "

Many churches today ask
rather less of their flocks than
does the Rotary Club of its
members, "He profits most who
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speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into Him in all things ,
which is the head, even Christ . "
—Eph. 4:1, 2, 13-15

Continuity of purpose, contin-
uing to "run with patience the
race" "for the prize of the high
calling of God," is evidence o f
growth in faith—the faith tha t
is . the hallmark of a member of
the new creation which Go d
purposed as a signal favor to
those members of His human
creation capable of exercising
faith in the divine plan and be-
ing faithful thereto .—Heb. 12:1 ;
Phil. 3:14

But faith has strange meaning s
to the minds of some saints .
Stubbornness is sometimes mis-
taken for determination, and
credulity for faith; for one may
be set and determined along
wrong lines, and by such mis-
interpretation, become confirmed
in error.

Much trial and difficulty has
come to the truly consecrate d
children of God in recent years
through too great emphasis be-
ing placed on the question of
one's loyalties. Loyalty to man-
made . and man-directed organi-
zations has been made a requi-
site of Christian belief, and in the
closed minds of many, blind, ab-
ject loyalty of this nature has
replaced faith in the redeeming
power of Christ. "Thus saith

the Lord" has been replaced by
"thus saith the organization" or
"thus saith brother so-and-so
and it is made to appear that
"faith" in such authority will b e
counted unto ,the believer for
righteousness .

How grave is that danger
when we consider the case of
those who came—as told in th e
parable— to the Lord and said ,
"Look what great things we hav e
done in Thy name," and He re-
plied, "Depart from Me, I never
knew you . " The things done in
His name were not the things
done . by His command.—Matt .
7 :22, 23

Others, again, believe that un-
swerving faith in a . system . o f
chronology which they imagin e
foretells the exact time of their
glorification will gain them the
Kingdom.. Yet many crown s
have been lost because the race
was run with patience up to a
pre-determined date, and be -
cause the winning flag did no t
go down at the precise momen t
decided upon, the pace ' slack -
ened and finally the runner
stopped . "He that endureth t o
the end shall be saved ."—Matt .
10:22. 24:13

The faith of some is shaken
because of the falling away of
others whom they have grown
to love and respect. , They see
once zealous ' brethren apparent -
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Similarly, the claims of mod -
ern imitators of that church ;
blind, unreasoning faith in the m
can lead only to spiritual sloth
and ultimate spiritual death ; for
true "faith cometh by hearing ,
and hearing by the Word o f
God." (Rom. 10:17) Much
danger, our Lord pointed out ,
was to come in the latter days
from the teaching of false
Christs; from delusions spread
among the flock which might de -
ceive, if possible, the very elect;
from the spirit of the worl d
creeping in because the coming
of the Lord might seem to be
delayed .

It would appear that the pa-
tience of faith might be one of
the last great tests on the
church; that self-inflicted disap -
pointments would try the pa -

party or to an organization tience of the saints almost to th e
which, through loud-swelling breaking point . "Cast not away
self-praise has denominated it- therefore your confidence, which
self the Lord's only channel of hath great recompense of re -
knowledge and instruction . Such ward. For ye have need of pa -
was, and still is, the character of tience, that, after ye have done
the Roman Catholic Church, re- the will of God, ye might re -
placing the inspired Scriptures ceive the promise . For yet a
with its own system of ritual little while, and He that shall
and worship, and Christ with its come will come, and will not

own pope. It took into its keep- tarry ."--Heb. 10: 35-3 7
ing the consciences of its adher- At no time has God left His
ents, and denied to all the right people without instruction an d
of personal investigation of its guidance if they have been will-
claims, and access to the inspired ing to bestir themselves to find
Word .

	

it . But all too often the desire

ly tire of the steady endurance
required; they see them drift
after strange gods, looking for
newer and more exciting truths
(?) to replace the older, well-
worn understanding, and they
say, "if brother so-and-so, who
is much better versed ' in the
Scriptures than I, finds the old
paths no longer interesting, then
surely I need no longer "press
toward the mark . " (Phil . 3 :14)
Misplaced faith in others can b e
misleading and can result i n
spiritual disaster . There is one
source of inspiration, no matter
how much help may be obtained
through others, and that is by
looking unto Jesus, the Autho r
and Finisher of our faith ."—
Heb. 12 : 2

With many, faith has bee n
translated into adherence to a
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for ease and comfort, the fear o f
criticism, the wish to avoid con-
troversy, has prevented His peo-
ple from getting the full advan-
tage of the Father's provisio n
for them. Consider Christ's
words, "Where two or three ar e
gathered together in My name ,
there am I in the midst of them."
(Matt. 18:20) Thus, when meet-
ings of the consecrated saint s
are arranged, and it is possible ,
even at the expense of some per-
sonal comfort, for one of His
children to be there, that is
where Christ is, and that is
where His blessing is to be ob-
tained.

Those who, today, hold up the
torch of His teaching in the
world are those who have a com-
plete and abiding faith in the
truth of His Word. Paul says ,
"Ye are our epistle written in
our hearts, known and read of

all men: Forasmuch as ye ar e
manifestly declared to be th e
epistle of Christ . . . written not
with ink, but with the Spirit of
the living God."—2 Cor . 3:2, 3

To know Him and to have
faith in His plan of salvation fo r
both the church and the world .
is to preach His gospel in our
daily lives, to "do with our
might what our hands find to
do," for faith without works is
dead." Thus do we demonstrat e
that the gift of God, this knowl-
edge of His plan and purpose ,
this "faith once delivered unto
the saints, " in the sureness of
His word is, in our hands, put
to good service and is an as-
surance of ultimate victory .
"For . . . this is the victory tha t
overcometh the world, even our
faith."--1 John 5:4

—Contribute d

OUR lives are songs ; God writes the words,
And we set them to music at pleasure ;

And the song grows glad, or sweet, or sad ,
As we choose to fashion the measure .

We must write the music, whatever the song ,
Whatever its rhyme or metre ;

And if it is sad, we can make it glad ,
Or i f sweet, we can make it sweeter .



vnunhy ScAaa/Zessan$

ISAAC'S HERITAG E

AUGUST 5--Genesis 24:10, 15-20, 34-36, 61-67
GOLDEN TEXT: "I have a goodly heritage ."—Psalm 16 :6

WHEN Abraham was 140 years
old and his wife Sarah had been
dead three years, his son Isaa c
was forty years old . This heir
of the most wonderful of the di -
vine promises did not go to seek
a wife for himself, probably be-
cause too bashful. Then Abraham
called Eliezer, the steward of hi s
household, and directed that he
take ten camels and go a distanc e
of about 500 miles to the vicinit y
in which Abraham was born, and
where his brother Nahor and fam-
ily still lived . Eliezer went unde r
the general direction that h e
should find a wife suitable fo r
Isaac and bring her to him.

The entire story is told with a
beautiful simplicity quite convinc-
ing to the unprejudiced. The
characters described by the his-
torian were not savages, much les s
cousins of monkeys, as evolution-
ists would have us think . And the
story itself is peculiar enough in
its setting to assure us of its truth .
A fabricator of such a narrative
will scarcely picture his hero as

obtaining a wife under the cir-
cumstances here set forth, nor was
this the custom of that time nor
of any time, nor of any people, so
far .as we have knowledge. The
procedure was in every way
unique.

Only recently have Bible stu-
dents learned why the matter was
so arranged. It was evidently to
illustrate to us a great spiritual
design, which has been more than
eighteen centuries in process o f
accomplishment . The type fits to
its antitype in a manner not to be
misunderstood .

Abraham typified the Heavenly
Father, Isaac typified the Lord
Jesus (his forty years typified in
due time), and Eliezer typified the
Holy Spirit . In due time, the Fa-
ther sent the Holy Spirit to gather
the elect company which will con-
stitute the bride, the Lamb's wife .
As in the type Abraham did no t
take a wife for his son from among
the heathen, so in the antityp e
God did not select the bride of
Christ from the heathen . As Eli-
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ezer went to those who were re-
lated to Abraham, and believers
in God, so the Holy Spirit was sen t
only to believers, to select from
them the bride class .

The Bride Class Originally Jewish
The Jews were in fellowshi p

with God under their Law Cove-
nant, and to them only the Holy
Spirit originally went . Later, in
God's providence, the door was
opened to the Gentiles . This was
not in the sense of accepting al l
Gentiles to the bride class, but
merely of permitting them to hear
the Gospel, in order that such as
heard and responded might as be-
lievers draw nigh to God, and be
permitted to join the bride class
when they fully consecrated them -
selves to God—the antitypical
Rebecca enduring the trials an d
perils of the journey to the anti -
typical Isaac . From this standpoint,
today's study is not only beautifu l
and interesting, but highly instruc-
tive .

Rebecca at the Wel l
Abraham's servant, loyal to his

commission, faithful both to th e
father and to the son, sought ear-
nestly the proper person of Abra-
ham's desire, assured that Isaac ,
the heir of such precious promises ,
should have a suitable companion
and helpmate. When he came to
the place appointed, the city of
Abraham's brother, Nahor, he was
alert. He found Rebecca, the
daughter of Bethuel, the grand -
daughter of Nahor, at the well ,
caring for the sheep . This is in-
terpreted to signify that those ap -
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proached by the Holy Spirit with
the suggestion of becoming joint -
heirs with Christ are usually foun d
in some way connected with th e
service of God's sheep—God's peo -
ple—giving them water from th e
well, which symbolically would
mean giving refreshment from th e
Bible and its words of life— "water
of life . "

The first test put to the maiden
was in respect to her willingness
to give of the water . Eliezer asked
for a drink. Rebecca replied ,
"Drink, and I will give thy camel s
to drink also . " Here was mani-
fested the spirit of generosity —
of service—just as the Holy Spirit
indicates that those who consti-
tute the bride of Christ must hav e
meekness and humility as primary
qualifications for acceptance with
the Lord to the high calling .

Immediately Eliezer hastened t o
put upon Rebecca some jewels ,
symbolic of spiritual blessings ,
which come to those who first
hearken to the Spirit of the Lord
and show a willingness and humil-
ity. Eliezer was received into the
home. The friends of Rebecca re-
ceived the blessings of the spiri t
which she had received ; and they
all, representing the household of
faith, rejoiced with her .
Eliezer promptly made known hi s

business . He was there on a spe-
cial mission, and this he set forth .
He explained that Abraham was
very rich, and that he had made
Isaac heir of all that he had, an d
had sent him, his servant, to fin d
a suitable bride for Isaac . Under
the guidance of divine providence ,
he had met Rebecca and believed
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her to be the Lord's choice fo r
his Master 's son. The question
now was, would she accept the of-
fer, or would she reject it, and
should he seek another? Th e
question was put to Rebecca her -
self: Would she go into a far
country under the guidance of Eli-
ezer, and become the wife of Isaac ?
Her prompt answer was, "I wil l
go ."

All this well represents th e
question which comes before thos e
called to be of the bride of Christ .
They hear that He is "the only
begotten of the Father, full o f
grace and truth. " They hear that
He is Lord of all, the Inheritor of
of the "exceeding great and pre-
cious promises . " They learn that
union with Him will mean . the
pleasures of His fellowship for -
evermore and participation with
Him in all His great and wonderful
future . Such as are rightly exer-
cised answer, "I will go, " as Re-
becca did, with great promptness .

It meant something to Rebecc a
to leave her father's house, he r
oirn people, her own country with
which she was familiar ; and so it
means considerable for all thos e
who accept the Father's cal l
through the Holy Spirit and be -
come members of the bride of
Christ . The prophet addresse s
these, saying : "Forget also thine
own people, and thy father ' s
house ; so shall the king greatly
desire thy beauty; for He is thy
Lord ; and worship thou Him. "

Only a wholehearted love fo r
the Lord and well grounded fait h
in the "exceeding great and pre-
cious promises" will carry us

DAWN

through to the end of the journey,
joyful in anticipation to be finally
accepted into glory with our Be-
loved, the King of Glory . We are
to remember that during this Gos-
pel age millions have heard th e
message of the Holy Spirit, invit-
ing to membership in the brid e
class ; but not all have promptly
said, "Yes, I will go . " Rebecc a
types only the successful ones ,
who will finally make their call-
ing and election sure, and become
members of the bride, the Lamb ' s
wife .

More Jewels for Rebecca
Another part of the record tell s

us that, when Rebecca decided t o
accept the offer of marriage with.
Isaac, Eliezer opened his treas-
ures and gave her still further
jewels of adornment . How beauti-
ful a figure! The bride class
receive an early blessing of the
Holy Spirit, and a later one . The
latter comes to those who have
made a full decision to be th e
Lord 's at any and every cost—"to
follow the Lamb withersoever he
goeth." The graces of the Holy
Spirit come more and more to
them. As the apostle suggests, we
add to our faith fortitude, knowl-
edge, patience, - experience, hope ,
joy, love. And each of these jew-
els of character, in proportion as
we put them on, enhances our
beauty of character .

Up hill and down, through sun -
shine and shadow, the camels fi-
nally brought Rebecca to he r
journey 's end. So with the anti -
typical Rebecca. They started i n
the pathway of obedience and self -
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denial, leaving their father Adam ' s
house. After they accept th e
_Holy Spirit ' s suggestions and de-
eide to go to Christ, they begi n
promptly to take up their cross
and follow Him . Through sunshin e
and shade—trials and difficulties
oof the journey—they travel down
through the centuries of this Gos-
pel Age .

As Eliezer brought Rebecca and
her maids safely to the end of their
journey to the presence of Isaac
at Lahai-roi, so the Holy Spiri t
will guide the church to the end
of the journey to the presence ,
parousia, of Christ . The camels

which bore the treasures and jew-
els to Rebecca's home, and whic h
afterward brought her and he r
maidens and Eliezer back to Isaac's
home, would seemingly well re -
present the Holy Scriptures by
which the faithful are borne
along—the agencies sent by th e
Father and the Son for the comfor t
and assistance of the prospectiv e
bride on her journey .

As Eliezer met Rebecca at the
well and handled the water, sym-
bolical of truth, so on the return
journey Rebecca met Isaac at the
well Lahai-roi .

Following the custom of the
time, she put on a veil and alighted
from the camel to meet Isaac. So
the Scriptures tell us that th e
church must pass beyond the veil

before she will be fully received
by the antitypical Isaac into all
the holy associations foretold .

Rebecca's maidens doubtless typ-
ified the blessings of the conse-
crated class, now following with
the bride class, but not living up
to their full privileges and oppor -
tunities . The blessing pronounce d
upon Rebecca, "Be thou the moth-
er of thousands of millions, " repre-
sents the future of the church ;
for as the Redeemer will, during
His Messianic Kingdom, becom e
the Father or Life-giver to thou -
sands of millions of Adam 's race ,
bought with His precious blood, s o
the church, His bride, will becom e
the mother of those same thou -
sands of millions of humanity, in
the sense that she will be their
caretaker and supervisor, to as-
sist them forward to full perfec-
tion .

Reprint, February 15, 1913

QUESTIONS :

What is typified by Abraham's send-
ing his servant, Eliezer, to seek a brid e
for Isaac ?

What is represented by Rebecca's
willingness to leave her own country
and people in order to become the
wife of Isaac?

What is pictured by the camels
which carried Rebecca and her maiden s
to Canaan and to Isaac ?

"It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong ;
How hard the battle goes, the day how long !
Faint not—fight on! Tomorrow comes the song . "



} ) The Riches of Peace

ISAAC'S TESTIMONY TO GO D

AUGUST 12—Genesis 26 :19-33

GOLDEN TEXT : `Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Is-
rael, who only doeth wondrous things."Psalm 72 :1 8

FOLLOWING Isaac 's marriage
to Rebekah, the record shows that
he inherited the great wealth o f
his father Abraham—flocks, herds ,
gold, silver, servants, etc . Besides
this, he increased his holdings con-
siderably. Genesis 26 :13 reads :
"The man waxed great, and went
forward, and grew until he becam e
very great . "

At the time of this lesson,- a
drought and consequent "famine"
had prevailed in the southern par t
of the country where Isaac ha d
dwelt and he had moved to th e
vicinity of Gerar, occupying the
territory north to the Mediterra-
nean coast, as this area was bette r
for pasturage and water. (Gen.
26:1) The Philistines had recog-
nized God 's favor with Abraham ,
and his great growth, and no w
they saw the same in respect t o
Isaac. Not wishing to encourage
this increasingly influential fam-
ily, they had stopped up the wells
in order to discourage the herds -
men of the north from comin g
their way .

But Isaac 's herdsmen were not
so easily discouraged . They re-
dug the wells, and this led Abim-
elech, the king or chief of the
Philistines, to reveal his opposi-
tion, and he requested Isaac and
his servants to move to other parts,

saying, "Go from us ; for thou art.
much mightier than we."

In compliance with this request ,
Isaac changed the seat of his en-
campment a considerable distance
down the valley ; but trouble broke
out again. The Philistines were
still jealous, and claimed for them -
selves the wells which were foun d
by Isaac 's herdsmen. But Isaac ;
the man of peace, preferred to
move again, rather than to permit
strife. Yet angry feelings con-
tinued, and Isaac found it neces-
sary to move still farther away .
But he rejoiced to do this, althoug h
the land was less productive, an d
conditions less advantageous i n
every way, nevertheless he had
peace for himself and for his pos-
sessions.

There is a valuable lesson in thi s
for all of the Lord's people—a les-
son of peace. Blessed indeed are
those who are peaceably inclined ,
and who are peacemakers. even
at the expense of material gain .
Those who have the disposition o f
Isaac may not always prosper as
well in temporal matters, but they
surely will be prosperous spirit-
ually—they will have the bless-
ing of the Lord which maketh
rich .—Prov . 10 :2 2

Forgoing some of the materia l
advantages of the present in order
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to make better progress in the
fruits and graces of the spirit, and
thus to be prepared for the glori-
ous opportunities soon to come, i s
a wise course for the Lord's con-
secrated people . These., as the
antitypical Isaac class, will be as-
sociated in the coming Kingdo m
with the Prince of Peace, and wil l
be engaged with Him in the work
of uplifting and blessing all man-
kind.—Isa . 9 :6 ; Rom. 8 :1 7

There are times, of course, when
it is not advisable for the Lord 's
people to yield to the wishes of
others in order to maintain peace .
We are not to seek peace at any
price . When principle is involved,
it would be wrong to retreat . Un-
doubtedly, however, we can ofte n
yield, even as Isaac did, and in so
doing, find a compensating provi-
sion of the Lord to enhance ou r
spiritual prosperity. Had Abime-
lech demanded that Isaac renounce
the worship of the true God, w e
can readily see that the principle
involved would have hindered the
man of peace from yielding.

Had Isaac and . his servants been
less numerous than the Philistines ,
his yielding to their demands
would not have manifested such
nobility of character . According
to the words of the Philistines
themselves, Isaac 's clan was great-
er than theirs . For the greater to
be submissive, yielding, and peace -
loving is peculiarly commendable .
Too frequently the philosophy

that "might makes right" dictate s
the policy to be pursued in cir-
cumstances of this kind .

Our Golden Text is very true—
the Lord does do wonderful things .
Isaac yielded to the wishes o f
Abimelech, but the Lord took care
of him. He said, "Now the Lor d
hath made room for us, and we
shall be fruitful in the land." Isaac
was blessed still further by the
fact that Abimelech, realizing tha t
he had nothing to fear from thi s
man of peace, and that God was
truly blessing him, asked for a
covenant of peace, which wa s
granted.

Isaac acknowledged that Go d
was the true source of all his
blessings. The Scriptures exhort,
"In all thy ways acknowledge
Him . " (Prov. 3 :6) This is some-
thing which we as Christian s
should endeavor never to overlook.
If we are living up to our privi-
leges we can rejoice in the assur-
ance of God's promises that He is
directing all of our steps, and tha t
He will lead us in ways best suited
to our spiritual development and
to His glory .

QUESTIONS :

Should a Christian seek "peace a t
any price " ?

Give an example of a principle
which should never be violated in ou r
efforts to maintain peace .

What is more valuable to us than
earthly prosperity?



* 3► At the Gate of Heaven

THE PRESENCE OF GOD

AUGUST 19—Genesis 28 :10-22

GOLDEN TEXT : "The Lord is nigh unto all them that cal l
upon Him, to all that call upon Him in truth."—Psalm 145 :18

THE setting of today 's lesson
follows that well-known episode
in the life of Jacob, in which he
obtained birthright blessings of th e
firstborn from his father, Isaac ,
having previously purchased from
Esau the right to this blessing .
Partly because of the wrath o f
Esau in being, as he thought, de-
frauded, and partly because Isaac
requested him not to take a wife
from among the Canaanites, Jaco b
left Beersheba and started towar d
Haran . He traveled all day, until
the setting of the sun, and then
encamped outside a settlemen t
called Luz, which he later re-
named Beth-el, because he had
been so richly blessed there b y
the presence of God .

It was here that Jacob used
stones for his pillows . And it
was here, while sleeping on thi s
improvised bed, outside of ancien t
Luz, that he had that wonderfu l
dream in which he beheld a ladder
set up on the earth, the top of
which reached to heaven, with an-
gels of God ascending and de-
scending on it .

Regardless of what may be sai d
concerning the method by which
Jacob obtained the birthrigh t
which originally belonged to Esa u
because he was born a few min-
utes earlier than Jacob, God made
it plain to him that He recognized

the transfer, and was prepared to-
bless him. This assurance was
given to the patriarch in connec-
tion with the dream. As Jacob
gazed upon the ladder, he saw the
Lord standing above it, and heard
Him say: "I am the Lord God of
Abraham thy father and God of
Isaac: the land whereon thou
liest, to thee will I give it, and to,
thy seed; and thy seed shall be as ,
the dust of the earth, and thou
shalt spread abroad to the west ,
and to the east, to the north, and .
to the south: and in thee and i n
thy seed shall all the families o f
the earth be blessed . And, behold,
I am with thee, and will keep thee-
in all places whither thou goest ,
and will bring thee again into this
land; for I will not leave thee, un-
til I have done that which I hav e
spoken to thee of . "—Genesis 28:
13-15

When Jacob awoke, he said ,
"Surely the Lord is in this place ;
and I knew it not ." What a won-
derful impression that dream must
have made upon the mind and.
heart of this comparatively young
man at the very time he was for-
saking the material advantages of
his father's house because of hi s
great faith in the promise which
God had made to his grandfather ,
Abraham, and had confirmed t o
his father, Isaac. There can be.
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no doubt but what this promise ,
reaffirmed to him on this occasion ,
was esteemed more highly than al l
which he had left behind.

The account tells us that Jacob
-was afraid, and said, "How dread -
ful is this place! This is non e
other but the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven." We
are not to understand this to mea n
that Jacob was afraid in the ordi-
nary sense of that term, but rather ,
that he was awe-inspired, feeling
—and properly so—that the place
had been hallowed by the presence
of God, that God's presence had
been there, and that from thi s
standpoint it was the gate of heav-
en .

In a general way, we might un-
derstand this dream to represen t
-covenant relationship with God, a.
relationship of Jacob, and God' s
people represented by him, i n
-which God bestows His favors .
The ladder itself could represent
the thought of fellowship betwee n
heaven and earth, between God
and man—a fellowship which, to
the saints of this Gospel age, i s
made possible through the aton-
ing blood of the Redeemer. This
fellowship was enjoyed by Jaco b
because of his faith in the prom-
ises of God, and his willingness to
forsake all else . in order to be -
come heir to those promises .

The foot of this ladder was clos e
-to Jacob . It is through his seed

that the great work of restoring
relationship between God and me n
will be accomplished . The vision
of God at the farther end of the
ladder, and His encouraging words ,
were to stimulate Jacob to faith-
fulness and _appreciation of the
great promise God had made, a
promise which was worth muc h
more to him than the mess of pot-
tage which he gave for it.

The dream had its intended ef-
fect . Jacob was encouraged, not
only for that time, but through th e
remainder of his days. During
the hard experiences through
which he passed in the years
which followed, Jacob could loo k
back to this wonderful dream an d
hear the Lord saying to him, " I
am with thee, and will keep thee
in all places whither thou goest ,
and will bring thee again into thi s
land . " How true in the experi-
ences of Jacob were the words o f
our Golden Text, "The Lord is
nigh unto all them that call upo n
Him, to all that call upon Him in
truth . "—Psalm 145 :18

QUESTIONS :

Did God recognize the transfer o f
birthright from Esau to Jacob ?

What was represented by the ladder
in Jacob 's dream ?

What was the purpose of the drea m
with respect to Jacob and his relation-
ship to God ?

"The block of granite which was an obstacle in the path -
way of the weak, becomes a stepping stone in th e

pathway of the strong."—C. T. R.
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3► Mutual Forgivenes s

BROTHERS RECONCILE D

AUGUST 26—Genesis 33:1-11, 17-2 0

GOLDEN TEXT : "Let us therefore follow after the thin gs
which make for peace."—Romans 14:19

	

V

MANY years had passed since
Jacob dreamed that he saw a lad -
der reaching from earth to heav-
en and angels ascending and de-
scending upon it . At that time he
was fleeing from Esau because of
the latter's wrath engendered by
the manner in which he had bee n
deprived of the firstborn's portio n
of the family birthright . During
these years God had blessed Jaco b
in fulfilment of the promise mad e
to him, so that now he was ric h
in cattle and goods .

While Jacob, in fleeing from Ca-
naan, was obliged to leave behind
everything of a material natur e
which properly was his, he ha d
received more than compensation
in kind, and besides, had enjoye d
the rich blessing of knowing that
God was his Friend and Caretaker ,
and would fulfil to him all th e
gracious promises He had made .
Yes, Jacob had been greatly in -
creased and was rich in material
possessions; and, what was eve n
more important, he enjoyed the
riches of God 's favor .

Now he was returning to Canaa n
from whence he had not been
away long enough to forget on e
of the reasons he had left ; namely ,
the enmity of his brother Esau .
Realizing that soon he woul d
probably have to face his brother,

the thought of it troubled Jacob,
for he had no idea what Esau's
attitude would be. While Esau,
failing to appreciate that part o f
the birthright which Jacob es-
teemed so highly, had made a
bonafide bargain for it, Jacob
feared that bitterness over th e
transaction might still rankle in
his brother's heart which would
now lead to serious results .

Knowing that Esau had been in-
terested mostly in the material
advantages of the birthright, Jacob
adopted a wise procedure by mak-
ing his brother a generous gift
from his flocks . This was done as
an appeasement measure. But
more important than this was the
fact that Jacob made the matte r
a subject of special prayer .

Jacob had great faith in God ,
and God had made wonderful
promises to him, so he was justi-
fied in looking to Him for protec-
tion against the wrath which he
feared would prompt Esau to rash
action as soon as he learned that
his twin brother was returning t o
Canaan. All of the Lord 's peo-
ple have a right to pray for what-
ever the Lord has promised to
give them. Praying thus in har-
mony with the divine will, they
are justified in expecting God t o
answer their prayers .
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But while Jacob prayed earnest-
ly for God to protect him and his
family, he took whatever pre -
cautionary measures he could . By
sending Esau a generous gift h e
was co-operating with God in sof-
tening his brother 's heart ; for this
was the method God used to pro-
tect Jacob and his family in order
that they might re-enter the Lan d
of Promise in safety .

The goodness of God towar d
Pharaoh, in removing the various
plagues when he agreed to let the
Israelites leave Egypt, hardened
the Egyptian king's heart . But
there was a family tie of brotherly
love in Esau 's heart toward Jacob,
which prevailed . To Pharaoh ,
God's goodness was accepted as a
sign of weakness, but Esau did not
so look upon Jacob 's desire t o
present him with gifts . He not on-
ly seemed pleased to see Jacob ,
but was reluctant to accept the
gift offered to him .

The meeting of these two broth-
ers, long separated and estranged ;
was touching . Each wanted the
other to accept a gift as a token
of friendship, but both were wel l
supplied with all that they needed ,
so the warmth of brotherly lov e
stood out the more as being sin-
cere. The fact that Jacob had no t
hindered Esau from , possessin g
the material advantages accruing
to the family through Isaac proba-
bly had much to do with his
changed attitude .

Noting how wonderfully God
had blessed Jacob, perhaps Esa u
feared that if he were now re -

i
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turning to claim everything which
went with the birthright ther e
wouldn't be much he could do to
hinder him. But whatever was in
his mind he made it clear that h e
did not intend to oppose Jacob,
and as Jacob had no intention o f
robbing Esau, there was no vali d
reason why they should not be
friends .

When Jacob found that Esau
wished to be friendly he was deep-
ly impressed with the thought tha t
God had overruled in the matter .
He said to his brother, "I have
seen thy face, as though I had
seen the face of God . " Thi s
Eastern manner of expression
would mean in our language,
"Your friendship and favor is an
evidence to me of God's favor . "

This should be the viewpoint o f
all God ' s people . How rich would
be our lives if we could view all
our joys and trials as providences
of God! It would be much easier
to forgive our enemies, and love
for our brethren would be deeper
and more abiding if we accepte d
the experiences that come to us
through them as of God's appoint-
ment, designed for our highest and
eternal welfare .

QUESTIONS :

Why was Jacob fearful over the pros-
pect of meeting Esau after so many
years of separation? -

Had Esau suffered material loss by
selling his birthright to Jacob ?

What did Jacob mean by saying tha t
to see the face of Esau was like seeing
the face of God?



Fellowship at Los Angeles and Detroi t
A

TOTAL of approximately seven hundred of the Lord 's conse-
crated people assembled in Detroit, Michigan, and Los Angeles ,

California, for mutual edification and encouragement during th e
week-end holiday period afforded by the annual celebration of In -
dependence Day on the fourth of July . There were also a num-
ber of more local gatherings in various parts of the United States ,
and one in Vancouver, Canada . The Lord 's blessing rested richl y
upon all of the gatherings, and those who were privileged to atten d
returned to their homes determined to be more zealous and faithful
to the Lord, the truth and the brethren than ever before ; and, un-
doubtedly, the blessings which filled the hearts of the brethren as
they left these assemblies of the saints overflowed to many other s
in their home districts .

THE DETROIT A BROTHER who attended the gathering at Detroit

GATHERING

	

writes : "According to the testimonies of the visitors
as well as the Detroit brethren themselves, it wa s

the most successful convention held in Detroit in recent years ."
The opening discourse was given by Brother Krebs, who reviewe d
the great things which the Lord has done for us . This was followed
by a talk on consecration from the text, "What shall I render unt o
the Lord for all His benefits toward me? " (Psa. 116 :12) The
point was emphasized that only those who are devoted to some
purpose in life can be truly happy, and that we, as Christians, can
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have fullness of joy as we are conscious of and faithful to our con-
secration vows by which we have dedicated ourselves to the doin g
of God's will .

This theme of appreciation was continued in a later discours e
in which the experiences of the blind man of John 9:25 were made
the basis of a very encouraging lesson. It was pointed out that one
of the evidences of our sonship is the fact that whereas once w e
were blind, now we can see . This theme of thankfulness, expressed
through faithfulness, was taken up again in the baptism discourse .
This discourse was followed by an impressive service in whic h
five dear ones symbolized their full consecration to God by wate r
immersion.

The work of the harvest and our part in it was another melody
which was taken up by the speakers at the Detroit convention and
discussed from various standpoints . Assurances were presented
from the Word that we are living in the harvest at the end of th e
age, and that the harvest work is still continuing . One of the
speakers called attention to some of the details of the work no w
being done, and suggested future possibilities of service, urging al l
the Lord 's people to participate actively in one way or another—
by prayer and otherwise as they have opportunity .

There was a timely strain of warning in some of the discourses ,
the speakers urging the friends to faithfulness, to sobriety, and t o
watchfulness . A very forceful illustration was used of a chil d
holding tenaciously to a toy as long as it remained awake, bu t
when overcome by sleep, the precious toy slipped from the child 's

grasp. The point of this illustration is obvious . If we keep awake
spiritually, we will continue to hold onto the Lord and to the truth
and to the brethren ; but if we allow ourselves to become drowsy
and fall asleep, these precious possessions will be lost to us .

The testimony periods were exceptionally inspirational. It
was encouraging to hear the friends tell of their gratefulness to
the Lord for all of His benefits, and that they were more consciou s
of their consecration as a result of the discourses they had heard .
They were glad for the opportunities of service they enjoyed, an d
testified that they would continue in the harvest work faithfully
unto the end. Judging from the testimonies of the friends, th e
blessings of the Detroit convention will radiate not only to many
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brethren who could not be present, but to truth-hungry persons
in the world also, through the increased zeal engendered by th e
sweet fellowship of those three memorable days .

Those who addressed the Detroit Convention were : Brother s
B . E. Krebs, G. M. Wilson, Leo Poskonka, E. R . MacJilton, H. E .
Dietrich, P. Kolliman, D. J. Morehouse, S . C. De Groot, and C .
A. Sundbom .

THE LOS ANGELES FOLLOWING the opening "Bethel" service
GATHERING

	

conducted by Brother A. I. Ritchie, the ad-
dress of welcome to the Los Angeles con-

vention was given by Brother Robert Nash . Brother Nash re-
ferred to the difficulties some had encountered in journeying t o
the convention, and compared these with the trials of the entir e
church, as its members have journeyed to the great convention be-
yond the veil which the Scriptures describe as the "general assem-
bly" of "the church of the firstborn." (Heb. 12:23) He used as a
Scriptural illustration of this journey the long and hazardous jour-
ney of Rebecca when she accompanied Eliezer as he led her to
Canaan and to her future bridegroom, Isaac .

There was a wonderful spirit of harmony and good fellowshi p
at the Los Angeles gathering . All seemed intent in glorifying th e
Lord, exalting His truth, and serving the brethren . All of the Lord's
people are imperfect, but these imperfections are covered by th e
robe of Christ's righteousness, and the brethren at this convention
had no desire to look underneath that robe . It is well known tha t
thorns grow on rose bushes, but as one of the speakers pointe d
out to the friends, it is our privilege to see the beauty of the roses
and enjoy their fragrance, rather than to view our brethren as
thorn bushes and not see the roses .

The subjects discussed at the Los Angeles gathering covere d
a wide range of spiritual thought, including all the vital funda-
mentals of the truth and their application in the Christian life .
Those at the convention seemed to realize vividly that we are livin g
in the midst of the great time of trouble which is rapidly bringin g
the Gospel age to an end, and that the time is short in which to
make our calling and election sure . There was no disposition t o
speculate, but only to value the whole truth and to use it as a guid e
and inspiration in our endeavors to do the whole will of God .

Two of the brethren spoke on the text, "Come, My people, en-
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ter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide
thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be over -
past . " (Isa. 26:20) The text was not used, however, as an excus e
to withdraw from activity in the Lord's service, as some have done
in the past to the detriment of their highest spiritual interests . The
"doors" behind which we are to seek safety are doors of faith —
faith in God and in His plan ; faith in the ransom ; faith in our par t
in the better sacrifices of this age ; faith in the second presence
of Christ; and faith in the harvest work still in progress . The
"chambers" in which we hide are elsewhere referred to as th e
"secret place of the Most High, " and the "holy of the tabernacle
of the Most High."—Psa. 91 : 1 ; 46 : 4

The brethren were reminded of the blessed privilege enjoyed
by the consecrated of taking God into their confidence in all th e
little things of life, and that we should feel free to do this becaus e
God has manifested His confidence in us by opening the eyes of ou r
understanding that we may see and appreciate the truth. Yes, it
is a wonderful fellowship, a joy divine which can be ours in pro-
portion to our faith in the exceeding great and precious promise s
which the Lord has made to us .

The friends who gathered at Los Angeles were very much aliv e
to the opportunities of promulgating the truth, which the Lord 's
people are privileged to enjoy at this time . The public meetin g
of the convention was held in the Embassy Auditorium, and was at -
tended by approximately one thousand . At the closing session the
convention committee reported to the friends the various ways i n
which the Los Angeles Ecclesia is engaging in the service of th e
truth, such as the use of two radio stations in the district, beside s
helping to sponsor broadcasts in other parts of the state . The ec -
clesia is also engaged in an organized effort to distribute tracts, and
some are doing colporteur work. Now it is sending copies o f
The Dawn to ministers and church workers, and they recommen d
this to other ecclesias as another method of spreading the truth .

Those who addressed the Los Angeles convention were: Broth-
ers Robert E . Nash . E. G. Wylam, E . H. Herrscher, C. W. Zahnow,
Samuel Clements, C . H. Meadors, Edwin Procter, Edward Fay ,
August Swanson, Russell Siglin, L . Paul Davis, Frank E . French ,
Earl L. Fowler, G. R. Pollock, Irving Foss, N . M. Mollenaar ,
George P. Ripper, and Norman Woodworth .
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SPEAKERS' APPOITj`I"MEN`I"S
W . T . BAKER

Paterson, N. J. (Afternoon) Aug	 2 6
Rutherford, N. J . (Evening)	 2 6

N. T. CONSTANT
Rutherford, N. J . (Evening) Aug.
Hartford, Conn	

S . C. DE GROO T
York, Pa. (Evening)	 Aug	 1 1
York, Pa. (Morning)	 12
Lancaster, Pa . (Afternoon)	 12
Pittsburgh, Pa	 2 2
Columbus, Ohio	 23
Richmond, Ind	 2 4
Indianapolis, Ind	 26
Muncie, Ind	 27, 28
Elkhart, Ind.

	

29
South Bend, Ind	 30
Chicago, Ill	 31
Minneapolis, Minn	 Sept	 2-3

C. F. GEORGE
East Liverpool, Ohio	 Aug.

	

1 2
P. KOLLIMAN

Allentown, Pa	 Aug	 5
New Haven, Conn. (Morning)	 1 2
Waterbury, Conn . (Afternoon)	 1 2
Paterson, N . J . (Afternoon) Aug	 1 9
Rutherford, N . J . (Evening)	 1 9

R. A. KREB S
Pleasant Plains, S . I . N. Y. Aug	 7

(535 Bloomingdale Road )
Paterson, N. J. (Afternoon)	 1 2
Rutherford, N. J . (Evening)

	

1 2
Philadelphia, Pa	 1 9
Binghamton, N. Y	 2 6

EDW. MAURER
Duquesne, Pa	 Aug.

	

5
J . Y. MAC AULA Y

Glendale, Calif 	 Aug	 1
San Diego, Calif 	 5
Santa Ana, Calif	 6
Long Beach, Calif	 7
Alhambra, Calif 	 8
Eagle Rock , Calif	 1 0
Phoenix, Ariz	 12
Yuma, Ariz	 1 5
San Bernardino, Calif	 1 6
Mentone, Calif 	 17

Riverside, Calif . (a .m .)	 19
Pomona, Calif . (p .m.)	 19
Los Angeles, Calif . (SW)	 23
Los Angeles, Calif	 26

(Forresters—Afternoon )
Los Angeles, Calif 	 26

(116th St., Evening )
San Luis Obispo, Calif	 27
Taft, Calif	 28
Tulare . Calif	 29
Fresno, Calif	 30
Berkeley, Calif	 Sept	 2- 3
Redwood City, Calif	 4

EDWIN PROCTE R
Taft, Calif	 Aug	 2
Tulare, Calif	 3
Fresno, Calif	 4, 5
Sonora, Calif	 7
Oakland, Calif	 8
Redwood City, Calif	 9
Newman , Calif	 1 0
Berkeley, Calif. (Afternoon)	 12
San Francisco, Calif . (Evening)

	

12
Stockton, Calif	 1 3
Sacramento, Calif	 14
Roseburg, Ore	 16,1 7
Salem, Ore	 19, 20
Lebanon, Ore	 21, 22
The Dalles, Ore	 24
Portland, Ore	 26, 27
Tacoma, Wash	 28,29
Seattle, Wash	 Aug. 31—Sept	 3

M. A. STAMULA S
Baltimore, Md	 Aug	 5
Groton, Conn . (Evening)	 18
Groton, Conn . (Morning)	 1 9
New London, Conn. (Afternoon) 19

G. M. WILSON
Washington, Pa	 Aug	 1 9
Monessen, Pa	 2 6

H. L. YOUN G
Pottstown, Pa	 Aug	 12
Hazleton, Pa	 26

C. W. ZAHNOW
Mattoon, Ill	 Aug	 1
Indianapolis, Ind	 2, 3
Muncie, Ind	 5
Toledo, Ohio	 8
Detroit, Mich	 9, 10
Saginaw, Mich	 Aug . 12-Sept	 3

5
26
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ASSEMBLIES
SAGINAW, MICH., Aug . 12—Woman' s
Club, 311 N . Jefferson Street .
REXFORD, N . Y., Aug. 12—Home of C .
F. Plath, R . F. D . 1 . Take Saratoga Bus
at Schenectady, and get off at Blu e
Barns .
ITHACA, N. Y., Aug . 19—205 E. Fall s
Street.

SHAMOKIN, PA., Aug . 19—Redmen's
Hall , Market Street .

CHICAGO, ILL ., Aug . 26—All day gath-
ering in Central Masonic Temple .
DETROIT, MICH., Aug. 26—Maccabees
Bldg., Woodward Avenue at Putnam .
GARY, IND ., Sept. 15, 16—in CFO Au-
ditorium, 100 E. 5th Avenue . Conven-
tion opens at 2 :30 p . m. Saturday, an d
closes 5 :30 p . m. Sunday. For details ,
write the secretary, Mr . Stanley Over-
ton, 3328 Connecticut Street, Gary, Ind .

ST . LOUIS MO ., Oct . 6, 7 .

JACKSON, MICH., Oct. 7—Bible Stu -
dents Hall, 233 E. Robinson Street .

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Oct. 13, 14.

LABOR DAY GATHERINGS

SEATTLE, WASH., Aug. 31-Sept . 3—
All meetings in Norway Hall, 201 5

-Boren Avenue . Secretary, Mr. S.
Clements, 846 W . 63rd Street.
BROOKLYN, N. Y., Sept. 1-3—104
Clark Street . Convention opens at 10

a. m. The Room Committee finds it
necessary, due to housing conditions
in Brooklyn, to forewarn the visitin g
friends that few, if any, rooms will be
available near the convention hall . For
details, write the secretary, Mr. F. S .
Wassmann, 44 Livingston Street, Brook-
lyn, N. Y .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Sept . 1-3—
opens Saturday evening at 19 S . 7th
St . There will be an immersion service .
Candidates will please notify the sec-
retary, Mr. Roy Carpentier, 2316 How-
ard Street, N . E ., Minneapolis, 13, Minn . ,
in advance of the convention .

SAGINAW, MICH ., Sept, 1-3—all meet-
ings in the Woman's Club, 311 N . Jef-
ferson St .

BERKELEY, CALIF ., Sept . 2, 3—South
Berkeley Masonic Temple, 1837 Alcatraz
Avenue. Opens 9:30 a . m. Sunday.
For details, including desire for im-
mersion service, write the secretary ,
Mrs . Pierce Dowling, R. F. D. 1, Box
125, Martinez, Calif .

Peei 46 l e0flC eClet

Owing to the increased travel diffi-
culties, and with no indications for
early improvement, the Pittsburgh Ec-
clesia decided to cancel its three day
convention usually held during th e
month of October.

LEESER'S TRANSLATION (Old Tes-
tament) : cloth, $2.00 .

ROTHERHAM'S TRANSLATION (Ol d
Testament only) : 3 volumes . Set, $6 .75 ;
separate, $2.25 .

DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA: Cloth
bound edition available August 1, 5 0
cents .

STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE CON-
CORDANCE : Complete ; contains every
word in the Bible ; also dictionary def-
inition of all Hebrew and Greek words
used in the Bible; 1600 large pages ,
$7 .50 .

EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT : Cloth, $2 .10.

jla,recc 'Jo& 71eeded

We wish to thank the many brethren
who have sent in used volumes of
Studies in the Scriptures as a result of
our recent request . We now have plen-
ty of these, and our greatest need i s
for foreign volumes . We shall appreci-
ate it if English speaking brethren can
acquaint foreign ecciesias in the United
States of our desire for these foreign
language books by Brother Russell . We
shall be glad to pay the postage which
should be book rate, and a fair pric e
for the books if not badly worn. Ad-
dress: The Dawn, East Rutherford, N. J .
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Seen Now by Fait h

Die Dawn o/ the go/den Age

y. OR over three thousand years the Bible has been declaring that a
divine curse is upon man and his earthly home, and that he can -

not extricate himself . However, the Bible assures us that God, who
imposed the sentence of death and labor with sweat of face—the curse, —
has purposed that it shall be rolled away, and that instead of divin e
displeasure shall come blessings through Messiah's Kingdom .

Moreover, a time was fixed in the divine purpose for the bring-
ing in of these blessings through Messiah 's Kingdom. The reign of
sin and death was to be permitted for six great days of a thousan d
years each, in which mankind would learn the "exceeding sinfulness o f
sin," and of his own inability to free himself from it and its penalty —
sickness, sorrow, death. The great seventh day, also a thousand years
long, was appointed for Messiah' s Kingdom. (2 Peter 3 :8) Everythin g
will be taken out of man 's hands and put under the control of Messiah
for human uplift—to bring the willing and obedient back to God, t o
perfection and everlasting life .

The coming of Messiah 's Kingdom and its blessings of restitution
was foretold by all the prophets. (Acts 3 :21) God declared to Abra-
ham that the great Messiah to bless all the families of earth would b e
of his seed . Finally, Jesus came, and by His death for man He gained
the right to be the Messiah and do the uplifting work . He came befor e
the time for blessing and release from the curse—to call out from th e
world of sinners a special class, the bride class, to be His joint-heirs
in His Kingdom, sharers of His glory, honor and spirit nature . Jesus
promised through His apostles, and in His special Revelation, that a s
a result of His Kingdom there would be no more curse, and ultimately
no more sighing, crying or dying. All these wonderful changes are t o
mark the new day—the long-looked-for Golden Age .—Revelation 21 :
1-5; 22 :1-3

God's true saints, instructed through the Bible, realize that the
new day is now dawning, that many of its blessings are now here ,
though the Sun of Righteousness has not yet risen . "Midnight shadows"
of ignorance and superstition are passing away, and the beauty of
God's character and glorious plan for humanity are becoming more and
more discernible as the light of morn increases . God' s people are made
joyful by what they see, and it is their privilege to tell it out to the
world .

The Bible intimates that none except the saints of God will be abl e
to see clearly the new dawn until their eyes of understanding shall b e
rudely opened by the great time of trouble with which the new dis-
pensation is being ushered in.—1 Tess . 5 :4-6
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BIBLE STUDY HELPS
Studies in. the Scriptures

Recommended to Students as Veritabl e

Bible Keys—Over Three Thousand Page s

DE LUXE Set, $5 .00—BLUE CLOTH, $3 .75
POSTPAID

The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth, 50 cents ; 10 or more ,
40 cents ; Paper bound, 25 cents ; 10 or more, 18 cents .

Volume 2: The Time is at Hand—Blue cloth, 50 cents .
Volume 3 : Thy Kingdom Come-Blue cloth, 50 cents.
Volume 4 : The Battle of Armageddon—Blue Cloth, 85 cents.
Volume 5 : The Atonement Between God and Man—Blue cloth, 85 cents.
Volume 6 The New Creation—Blue cloth, 85 cents .

5-CENT BOOKLETS
As Angels of Light—Discusses the

subject of Spiritualism.
Christ Has Returned—Rationalizes a

much misunderstood subject .
God .--and Reason—Supplants credulity
with faith .

God's Plan—Reveals progressive na-
ture of God's purpose .

Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives defi-
nite assurance of future life .

The Truth About Hell—Examines en-
tire ~ testimony of the Bible on

' vital :subject.

1—CENT BOOKLETS
God's Hand in the Affairs of Men—

Proves God's love through the ages.
God's New Order—Discusses King-

dom hope .
God's Remedy—The only solution,.
God's Restitution Project—Will work.
Good ' News—Refreshing.
The Father, The Son, The Holy Spirit .
The Jew and the War—A message of

hope . '
The Judgment Day-Removes gloom.
Divine Intervention Near—Reassuring .

Berean - Questions—On The Divine

	

Chosen People—Historically Reveal-
Plan of the ,Ages : Paper bound; l0cents : ing Prophetically Informative : 25 cents ;

Daily Heavenly Manna—With birth-
. five copies for $1.00; .fifty 'a . more, 15

day record: De luxe, $1 .00.

	

aerrts each.
Created He Them—Refutes evolutionTabernacle Shadows—25 cents each; theory:, 25 cents; five copies for $1.00 ;lots of 10 or more, 18 cents each.

	

or more, 15 cents each.
Envelopes-For mailing sample,: copies e "'Rolls the Scriptures Clearly Teach"

The Dawn : 20 for 20 cents.

	

As on reverse of cover, 25 cents for 50.

Free Literature-Tracts, Kingdom Cards, Consolation Cards, etc. in any quan-
' :tity desired . Write for information, or place an order.

THE DAWN

	

East. Rutherford

	

NEW JERSEY
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alto Clo tie $criptuuo eleorlg teacb

That the Church. is "the 'Temple of the Living God"
-peculiarly . "His workmanship"; that its construc-
tion has been in ` progress throughout . the Gospel Age
--ever since. ,' Christ became.. the world's _Redeemer .: :
and the chief' corner stone of this Temple, ` Through
which, when, finished, God's blessings shill ;come
all people," and they find access to Hun. 1 Cor. 3 :16,
17, Eph. 2:20-22, Gen. 28.14; GaL 3:L9

That meantime the chiseling; shaping' and polish-
ing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement
for sin, progresses and. , when the last of these "liv-
ing stones," "elect, and . precious," shall have :,been
made ready, . .the great Master Workman will bring all
together in the First .Resurrection ; and the Temple
shall be filled with His glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men 'throughout the Millen-
nium:-=Rev. 15:5-$

That the basis of hope for the Church`and the
World lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the
grace of God tasted death for every man,' "a ran-
som ,for all," and will be "the true light which light
eth every man - that cometh into the world," "in' due
time" Heb: 2:9; John 1:9; i Tim: 2:5 6

That the hope ,of the Church is that she may be
like her Lord, "see ' Him as He is," be a partaker` of ,
the: divine nature and share His :glory" as. Hia joint-
heir .--1 Jolla 3 :2 ; John 17:24 ; Rom. 8 .17; 2 Pet. 1 4

That the present mission of the Church is , the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service, to
develop in herself every grace ; to be God's witness to
the world; and-to prepare to be the kings and priests in
the next age:—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24 :14; Rev. 1:6, 20 : 6

That the hope for the World liesin• the blessings
of Innowledge and opportunity to be brought to all ..
by Christ's Millennial Kingdom-411e restitution of all
that was. lost . in Adam, to. all the willing and obedient, ' .
at 'the ..` hands of their Redeemer and His glorified _
Church when all the wilfully wicked will be de-
stroyed—Acts 3 .19-23, Isaiah 35
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