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Highlights of Dawn.

Life in Outer Space

THE old idea of millions of children that there is "a ma n
in the moon" has in the last few years been revised an d
made a reality by placing men on the moon—not to liv e
there permanently but to remain at least for a few hours
as explorers of its surface . Thus far all who have mad e
these excursions to the moon have returned safely to
earth, although some have had narrow escapes . Another of
these trips is planned for later in 1972 .

When these journeys to the moon were being planned i t
was sincerely believed by many earnest students of the
Bible that God would not allow them to be successful . They
believed that God had created man to live on the earth ,
and would not permit him to travel outside of its atmos-
phere. This view was supported largely by a statement in
Paul's sermon on Mars' hill, where he said that God "hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on al l
the face of the earth, and hath determined the times be -
fore appointed, and the bounds of their habitation ."—
Acts 17 :26

However, a closer study of this text indicates Paul is not
referring to the "bounds of their habitation" in relation -
ship to other planets, but to the division of nations upo n
the earth . Paul seems to be referring to a statement made
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by Moses in Deuteronomy 32 :8, which reads, "When the
most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when
he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of th e
people according to the number of the children of Israel ."

The Bible is very definite concerning the fact that ma n
was created to live on the earth, that the earth is his eter-
nal home. But so far as we know the Bible says nothing t o
indicate that it would be displeasing to God for member s
of the human race to make exploratory excursions int o
outer space. There is a vast difference between visitin g
the moon for a few hours, protected against certain deat h
by space suits and oxygen, and attempting to live per-
manently under lunar conditions .

The earth is the only planet within the influence of our
sun to be just close enough so that its inhabitants, under
the protective blanket of earth's atmosphere, do not
freeze, and just far enough away to prevent them from
dying almost instantly from the heat . Man was created to
live under these earthly conditions which are favorable to
his anatomy, but so far as is known he could not survive
permanently anywhere else in the Creator's vast universe .

We know from object lessons familiar to us that it i s
possible for God to create beings which can live in en-
vironments in which the human species would perish . We
only have to look upon the fish to be aware of this . Fish

cannot live out of the water, and man cannot live in th e
water . Man is perfectly at home here on earth, but would
die on the moon, or on Mars, or on any of the other plan-
ets of which we have any definite knowledge .

Lower Than the Angel s

The Bible reveals that there are higher orders of life
than the human in God's great universe . Just how and
where they live the Bible does not reveal . The Prophet
David wrote, "When I consider thy heavens, the work of
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thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast or-
dained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him? and
the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast mad e
him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned hi m
with glory and honor ."—Ps. 8:3-5

In the Old Testament there are a number of accounts o f
one or more of these created angels visiting servants of
God, either to warn them or instruct them . In the New
Testament, when Jesus was being arrested he said that he
could call upon his Heavenly Father, and he would sen d
him twelve legions of angels to protect him. In the first
chapter of Hebrews, in which the apostle reveals the high
position of the resurrected Jesus in the plan of God, he
says that he was made so much better than the angels . —
vs . 4

Jesus, according to the Bible, was the original creation
of Jehovah, the "beginning of the creation of God," an d
also "the firstborn of every creature ." (Rev. 3:14; Col . 1 :15 )
The apostle also tells us that Jesus was the active agent in
all the creative work . He says, "For by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visibl e
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, o r
principalities, or powers : all things were created by him ."
—Col. 1 :16 ; Heb. 1 :2 ; John 1 :3; Eph. 3 : 9

Jesus was born into this world of humans as a man, an d
sacrificed his human life for the sins of Adam and hi s
race. When this sacrifice was complete he was raised fro m
the dead, and highly exalted above "all principality, an d
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that i s
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to
come: and hath put all things under his feet ."—Eph .
1 :21, 2 2

The expressions, "principality," "power," "might," and
"dominion," suggest planes or spheres of life higher than
the human, even as Jesus in his prehuman condition an d
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the angels were and are on higher planes of existence . The
Bible does not mention where these beings dwell, but eve n
if it had given this detailed information we could not, wit h
our limited, finite minds, have grasped the truth concern-
ing these higher forms of existence in God's great universe .

Shortly before his crucifixion Jesus said to his disciples ,
"In my Father's house are many mansions : if it were not
so, I would have told you . I go to prepare a place for you .
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again ,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also ." (John 14:2, 3) These "many mansions" are
undoubtedly planes, or spheres, of life which existed in
the universe from the time of God's original creation .
Jesus did not promise one of these to the disciples but
said that he was going to prepare a place for them, an d
that he would come again and receive them unto himself .

This particular text has been misused to prove that it i s
God's purpose to transfer the world of mankind to a heav-
enly abode, at least all who are not incorrigible sinners .
But the promise applies only to Jesus' faithful followers ,
those who sacrifice their lives in following in Jesus' foot -
steps . These are promised that if they are faithful unt o
death they will live and reign with Christ for the blessin g
of the world of mankind with human life on the earth .

Fallen Angel s

The Bible speaks of angels which left their own estate .
We quote, "The angels which kept not their first estate ,
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlast-
ing chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great
day." (Jude 6) Peter speaks of these angels and indicate s
that the time of their sin was just prior to the Flood . He
speaks of them as "spirits in prison ."—I Pet . 3 :19, 20

The Old Testament record indicates the manner in which
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these left their "first estate ." In this record they are re-
ferred to as "sons of God." We quote, "And it came t o
pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth ,
and daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God
saw the daughters of men that they were fair ; and they
took them wives of all which they chose ." "There were
giants in the earth in those days ; and also after that, whe n
the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, an d
they bare children to them, the same became mighty men
which were of old, men of renown."—Gen. 6:1, 2, 4

Jesus said of the angels that they neither marry nor ar e
given in marriage. Evidently, as a species of creation, the y
do not possess the power of procreation as do humans, but
it seems that they did possess the ability to materialize as
humans, and to beget children of the daughters of men .
At least God permitted some of them to exercise such pow-
er, even though it involved a leaving of their first, o r
original estate; and the Scriptures indicate that they have
been in God's disfavor ever since, although in God's du e
time they will have a judgment or trial day in which some
of them may be reclaimed. We mention these fallen angels
here merely as scriptural evidence of the existence of in-
telligent creatures other than man .

The Bible was not written to reveal details concernin g
the nature of angels, how they function, and whether or
not they operate from some special location in the uni-
verse . The Bible was written to reveal God's plan concern-
ing the creation of man, his fall into sin and death, and hi s
ultimate recovery from the result of his transgression o f
divine law. Angels and others of God's intelligent crea-
tures which are higher in nature than man are mentioned
in the Bible only incidentally as, by divine decree or other-
wise, they become involved in the affairs of men, especial-
ly in the affairs of God's human servants in working ou t
some of the details of his plan of salvation.
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Activities of Angels

Some of the activities of the angels are mentioned in the
Bible . When the Prophet Daniel was cast into a den of
lions to be destroyed, he announced to Darius the king ,
who visited him the next morning, that an angel had
closed the mouths of the lions, and that thus his life ha d
been spared .—Dan. 6:22

In the 12th chapter of Acts we are told of Peter's being
incarcerated in a Roman prison, with the intention of later
executing him. But an angel liberated him, leading him t o
the outer door of the prison—an iron gate which, the ac -
count says, opened of its own accord . The opening of that
iron gate was no problem for the angel .

Psalm 34:7 reads that "the angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear him, and delivereth them . "

The Apostle Paul, speaking of the angels, says, "Are the y
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for the m
who shall be heirs of salvation?"—Heb . 1 :14

Jesus said of the angels which serve his people that they
do "always behold the face of my Father which is in heav-
en." (Matt. 18:10) This would seem to indicate that, while
the angels frequently serve the cause of their Creator here
on earth, they are not necessarily confined to the earthly
habitat . But when it comes to the location of the angels ,
or how they or any other of God's creatures which ar e
superior in nature to man operate, the Bible gives us n o
information . As a matter of fact, our limited minds woul d
probably be unable to grasp and appreciate such infor-
mation .

However, the fact that we cannot see angels, or compre-
hend how they function in carrying out their assigne d
work in the universe, is no argument against their exist-
ence. Horses can be taught to count, but they are quit e
ignorant of what they are doing, nor could they becom e
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acquainted with higher mathematics, but this does not
prove the nonexistence of higher mathematics. A dog, the y
say, is man's best friend, but how limited is the dog i n
understanding the superior thoughts of his master, espe-
cially if his master is a scientist .

It takes months and years of preparation, and billions
of dollars, to place a man on the moon, but in all proba-
bility the holy angels, and other spirit creatures, can move
about in outer space with ease without any special prepara-
tion. About all we know of them is that, like God and al l
other spirit beings, they are invisible and powerful, an d
are ready to do the Creator's bidding at any time .

God's Hom e

We are accustomed of thinking of "heaven" as God's
home, and Jesus speaks of him as "our Father, which ar t
in heaven." But where heaven is, and what it is like there ,
we do not know because the Bible does not furnish this
information . Jesus also taught us to pray, "Thy kingdo m
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven ." (Matt .
6 :10) This indicates that the place which the Bible call s
heaven is not located here on the earth ; and what an earth
it would be if such were the case! The Bible indicates that
in heaven there is joy, and peace, and love and harmony ,
and life, with no sickness and death .

We can grasp these realities because the language use d
to reveal them is part and parcel of our own daily experi-
ences. We may not always experience the spirit of love in
our lives, or even within our families, but we know wha t
the language means . We may not always have peace, bu t
we know the meaning of peace; and how blessed it is to
realize that in answer to Jesus' inspired prayer these hol y
conditions of peace and joy and life will one day prevail
here on earth among God's human creation .

Just as we cannot understand the angelic nature, muc h
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more are we unable to understand the divine nature of the
Creator, nor does the Bible try to explain his nature . The
Prophet Isaiah wrote that as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are God's thoughts higher than our thoughts ,
and his ways higher than our ways . (Isa . 55:9) The Bible
does speak of God 's listening to the prayers of his people ,
and that his eyes are ever open to our ears . But here the
idea of eyes and ears is used simply to convey to our
limited minds the fact that God loves his people, and care s
for them, not to suggest that God has ears and eyes as d o
humans. If God were to explain precisely how he does care
for his people, the explanation would probably be far be-
yond our ability to understand .

The Earth Man's Hom e

The first chapter of Genesis contains the Bible's account
of the creation of the planet Earth, and the record of its
preparation for human habitation . At the time the works
described in verse two began "the earth was without form ,
and void ; and darkness was upon the face of the deep . "
The accomplishing of the work described in this chapte r
is divided into six "days," or epochs, and man was create d
in the sixth day . It is an interesting chapter which will b e
a blessing to all who read it .

Beginning with Genesis 1 :26 we read, "And God said ,
let us make man in our image, after our likeness : and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over th e
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth ,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon th e
earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male and female created he them .
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruit-
ful, and multiply, and replenish [Hebrew, `fill'] the earth ,
and subdue it : and have dominion over the fish of the sea ,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thin g
that moveth upon the earth ."—vss . 26-2 8
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Careful notice should be taken that there is nothing i n
this record of the creation of man to indicate that he was
ever to occupy any place in God's great universe other tha n
on the earth. The earth was to be his eternal home, an d
he was to fill it with his offspring and "subdue" it ; that is ,
bring it under control and productivity . The fact that man
is now polluting the earth, and threatening thereby to de-
stroy himself, does not change the original divine purpos e
concerning his eternal habitat.

There is nothing in the Bible anywhere to indicate that
God changed his mind concerning the purpose for which
he created the earth . Isaiah 45 :18 reads, "Thus saith th e
Lord that created the heavens ; God himself that formed
the earth and made it ; he hath established it, he created i t
not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited : I am the Lord ;
and there is none else . "

The expression, "He created it not in vain," might imply
that some situation had arisen which raised a question as
to whether or not the earth would be inhabited by man ,
and this in reality was the case . We read that "the Lord
God planted a garden eastward in Eden ; and there he put
the man whom he had formed." Concerning the trees in
Eden the Lord said to Adam, "Of every tree of the garde n
thou mayest freely eat : but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die ."—Gen. 2 :8, 16, 17

All who have a knowledge of the Bible are aware that
Adam did disobey God in partaking of this forbidden tree ,
and that as a result he was sentenced to death . Eve shared
in that sentence, and they both began to die . But that di d
not make vain the creation of the earth to be man's eterna l
home, for in his love the Creator provided a way of es -
cape from that death sentence, and that way was throug h
Christ, his own beloved Son whom he gave to be man' s
Redeemer . Through this loving arrangement of redemptio n
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man will, in God's due time, be restored to life and have
the privilege of living forever in the earthly home which
the Creator provided for him, despite the temporary
threat of extinction through death .

As in Adam

The Apostle Paul gives us a beautiful statement of God' s
plan of redemption through Christ . We quote: "Since by
man came death, by man . . . also the resurrection of th e
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all b e
made alive ." (I Cor. 15:21, 22) If we can imagine what the
state of human life on earth would have been, had sin no t
entered the scene—no sickness, no pain, no death—the n
we can surmise what conditions will be like here on thi s
planet when God's great plan of redemption through Chris t
shall have been accomplished ; for because of Jesus' death
as the Redeemer and Savior of the world we can be sur e
that that which would have been is yet to be.

Paul confirms this . He wrote, "For this is good and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God our Savior; who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth. For there is one God, and one mediator betwee n
God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a
ransom for all, to be testified in due time ." (I Tim. 2:3-6)
The word "ransom" in this passage is translated from a
Greek word meaning "a price to correspond ." Jesus was
born into the world as a human, and when he went int o
sacrificial death it was as a corresponding price for Adam ,
who brought death upon himself and his progeny by hi s
transgression of divine law. This redemption from con-
demnation has already been provided, and in God's du e
time the happy result will be the restoration of the human
race to health and life .

"Restitution "

The Apostle Peter gives us assurance of this restoratio n
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of man, using the word "restitution ." The Apostles Pete r
and John had performed a miracle of healing a man wh o
had been lame from the time of his birth . To the Israelite s

who had witnessed this miracle Peter explained that whe n
Jesus returned there would be "times of restitution of al l
things," and added that this glorious feature of the divin e
plan had been spoken by the mouth of all God's holy proph-
ets since the world began. (Acts 3:19-21) In the beginning
of the next chapter we are informed that "the priests, and
the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upo n
them, being grieved that they taught the people, an d
preached through Jesus the resurrection of the dead . "

And how comprehensive is the statement that all God' s
holy prophets had foretold the coming times of restitution !

In the prophecy of Isaiah alone there are many wonderfu l

assurances of this glorious time of future blessing for man -
kind. He wrote that God would "swallow up death in vic-
tory," and that he would "wipe away tears from off all

faces ." (Isa . 25 :8) The Prophet Isaiah also wrote that "then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of th e

deaf shall be unstopped . Then shall the lame man leap as
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing ."—Isa . 35:5, 6

Describing the resurrection as a returning from death o f
those who had been ransomed by the Lord, Isaiah wrote ,
"The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zio n

with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall fle e

away." (Isa. 35:10) What a joyous time that will be for a
world which now is sin-sick and dying, and plagued by wa r
and a host of other evils !

New Heavens and New Earth

Turning again to Isaiah's prophecy we quote : "Behold, I
create new heavens and a new earth : and the former shall
not be remembered, nor come into mind . But be ye glad
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and rejoice forever in that which I create : for, behold, I
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy." (Isa .
65:17, 18) Here the "new heavens and . . . new earth" of
promise, and the new "Jerusalem," are closely associated ,
indicating that they both have to do with the same great
events in the plan of God .

In vision the Apostle John sees the fulfilment of thi s
prophecy. We quote: "And I saw a new heaven and a ne w
earth . . . . And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem ,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a brid e
adorned for her husband ." (Rev. 21:1, 2) In verses 9 and 1 0
this "holy city, new Jerusalem," is identified as "the bride ,
the Lamb's wife," the marriage of the Lamb having been
referred to in chapter 19, verse 7 .

The Lamb, of course, is Christ, and the "bride" is made
up of his faithful followers who will live and reign wit h
him in his kingdom ; that kingdom which is symbolized a s
a "new heaven and a new earth," and a "holy city ." This
is symbolic language. It has no reference to the creating of
a new universe .

Many natural things of earth, as well as the heavens, are
used in the Scriptures, to illustrate one or another feature
of God's plan, such as water, fire, rivers, trees, sheep ,
goats, and many others, including the sun, moon, an d
stars . The Apostle Peter informs us that a "heaven" and
"earth" came to an end at the time of the Flood . He refers
to it as "the world that then was." (II Pet . 3 :6) He informs
us also that the symbolic heavens and earth which bega n
there are "reserved . . .against the day of judgment" (II
Pet . 3:7), and that they will be destroyed in a great time o f
trouble which he symbolizes by fire. To this he adds that
"we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness ."—vs. 13

This is the new heaven and earth foretold by Isaiah, and
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seen in vision by John on the Isle of Patmos . It appears
after the marriage of the Lamb takes place, and the new
holy city comes down from God out of heaven. Briefly,
these are symbolic of Christ's kingdom when his bride ,
exalted to heavenly glory, will reign with him .

How wonderful it will be in that "new heavens and . . .
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." After seeing
in vision the holy city come down from God out of heaven ,
John continues, "And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and Go d
himself shall be with them, and be their God." In ancient
times God manifested his presence with his people in con-
nection with a tabernacle, and here he is using this as a
symbol of the fact that again he will dwell with "men, "
and be their God.

And how wonderful will be the results—"And God shal l
wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be n o
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall ther e
be any more pain : for the former things are passed away . "
(Rev. 21:3, 4) In Isaiah's prophecy concerning the new heav-
en and new earth which God will create, he says that the n
"there shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor a n
old man that hath not filled his days ." When John sees thi s
fulfilled in vision this thought of longevity becomes ex-
panded to the point where there is no more death at all ,
and no more sickness and pain .

Human Failure

Certainly the nations and people of earth today are
showing no inclination to look to the Lord for a way out of
their chaos and distress, nor is there genuine economi c
security throughout the earth. It is truly, as Daniel fore -
told, "a time of trouble, such as never was since there wa s
a nation." (Dan. 12:1) But how we should rejoice to realize
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that God has provided a solution, the kingdom solution ,
and that in his own due time the nations will accept God' s
ways !

Then there will be economic security ; then there will b e
no more war; then there will be no more sickness and
death, for all the former evils which have plagued a dying
world shall have passed away. Paul said that Christ would
reign until all enemies are put under his feet, and that th e
last enemy to be destroyed is death . We rejoice in thi s
glorious prospect of the future happiness of God's huma n
creatures .

These blessings will not be limited to those who will be
living at that time, for as we have seen, God proposes t o
restore the dead to life, that they also might share in thos e
kingdom blessings . Is this too difficult to believe? It should

not be . If man in his fallen condition and with limited re-
sources can travel to the moon, let us realize that God wit h
his almighty power is able to accomplish anything which

he has promised to do .

Besides, it will be no more difficult for God to restore
the dead to life than it was for him to create life in th e

first place . The religion of the Bible is the only one in th e
world which holds out the hope of a resurrection of th e
dead, and there could be no true and lasting solution of
the woes of the human race unless that solution provide d
for the resurrection of the dead .

So, let humans travel to the moon if they will, or t o
Mars, or anywhere else in outer space their fancy may dic-
tate; but let us, by putting our trust in the God of all space ,
and of the universe, continue to rejoice in the provisio n

he has made for the followers of Jesus to be exalted t o
spiritual glory to live and reign with him in his kingdom ,
and for humanity in general to be restored to life on the
earth, the wonderful home which the Creator so lovingl y

prepared for them.
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Bible Study

LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 6

!hriBt in the Zitg
MEMORY VERSE : "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest th e
prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee ; how ofte n
would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth
gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! "

—Luke 13 :3 4

LUKE 19 :37-4 8

THE experiences related in this
lesson occurred near the clos e
of Jesus' ministry, and in th e
city of Jerusalem. We do not
know how many times Jesus
visited Jerusalem during th e
course of his ministry . Matthew,
Mark, and Luke report only
this one occasion, but John in-
dicates that he had been to
Jerusalem several times . In any
case, Jesus doubtless love d
Jerusalem, for it stood for the
entire Jewish polity, and as ou r
memory verse clearly shows, he
would have been happy if the
people had responded in belief
to his message of the kingdom .

The verse following our mem-
ory verse reports Jesus as con-
tinuing, "Behold, your house is
left unto you desolate : and
verily I say unto you, ye shall
not see me, until the time come
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when ye shall say, Blessed is
he that cometh in the name of
the Lord ." Literally, Jerusalem
was made desolate by the Ro-
man army some thirty-seven
years later than this, but i t
would seem here that Jesus is
referring particularly to th e
Jewish polity, and Israel's hop e
of being a royal nation in asso-
ciation with their Messiah as
the future rulers of the world .
This hope failed as a result of
their rejection of the Messiah ,
although when awakened from
the sleep of death they will re-
ceive an opportunity to accept
Jesus as their Redeemer, an d
those who do will say, "Blesse d
is he that cometh in the nam e
of the Lord . "

Jesus had performed many
miracles in Israel, and on the
occasion of this final visit to
Jerusalem "the whole multi-
tude of the disciples [that is,
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the believers] began to rejoice
and praise God with a loud
voice for all the mighty works
that they had seen; saying ,
Blessed be the King that corn-
eth in the name of the Lord :
peace in heaven, and glory i n
the highest"

Hearing this acclamation, some
of the Pharisees requested Jesus
to rebuke his disciples, "and h e
answered and said unto them ,
I tell you that, if these should
hold their peace, the stones
would immediately cry out . "

When Jesus came near to
Jerusalem he began to wee p
over the city, lamenting that
the eyes of the people had
been closed to the significance
of his presence with them .
Forecasting the doom of the
city, he said, "The days shal l
come upon thee, that thine
enemies shall cast a trench
about thee, and compass thee
round, and keep thee in o n
every side, and shall lay thee
even with the ground, and thy
children within thee; and they
shall not leave in thee one
stone upon another; because
thou knewest not the time of
thy visitation"

Jesus went into the temple
"and began to cast out the m
that sold therein, and them
that bought, saying unto them,
"It is written, My house is the
house of prayer : but ye have
made it a den of thieves ." (see

BIBLE STUDY

Jer . 7 :11) Jesus taught daily in
the temple, at least for a shor t
time, "but the chief priests and
the scribes and the chief of the
people sought to destroy him,
and could not find what they
might do: for all the peopl e
were very attentive to hea r
him. "

What an excellent opportuni-
ty this was for the Master to
present his message of the
kingdom, for there would b e
many more worshiping in th e
temple than at other times o f
the year . It had been said of
Jesus that never had man spo-
ken as this man did, and with
what rapt attention those
people in the temple must hav e
listened to him! Besides, prob-
ably many of them had been
robbed by the money changers
whom Jesus had cast out of th e
temple, and he would be ap-
preciated by them for this
much needed reform in templ e
practices . However, it was not
long after this that Jesus' ene-
mies did succeed in destroying
him, but in his death he be -
came the world's Redeemer.

QUESTION S

What did Jesus mean whe n
he said to the Israelites, "Your
house is left unto you deso-
late" ?

Who were the money chang-
ers?
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 1 3

Zndurance and the Christian ti .opc

MEMORY VERSE : "Heaven and earth shall pass away: but My
words shall not pass away."—Luke 21 :33

LUKE 21 : 25 . 3 6
THE prophecies contained in
this lesson pertain to what th e
Bible indicates to be "the end
of the world ." However, to un-
derstand the end-of-the-world
prophecies correctly it is essen-
tial to realize that to a large ex -
tent they are couched in sym-
bolic or pictorial language.

Actually, the end of the world
described in the Bible is not
the end of the literal heavens
and earth, but of a social or -
der which these symbolize .
Many of the literal things of
earth, as well as the heavens ,
are used in the Bible to picture
various truths of the divine
plan—rivers, trees, grass, moun-
tains, the oceans, sheep, goats,
etc . The characteristics of these
literal objects suggest the
meaning which the Bible at-
taches to them when they are
used to present God's truth.

Similarly, the sun, moon, an d
stars are used as symbols . For
example, Malachi 4 :2 reads,
"The sun of righteousnes s
[shall] arise with healing in hi s
wings." Here the warming, heal-
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ing rays of the sun are used t o
illustrate the divine healing
powers of the Messiah that will
operate during the thousand
years of his kingdom .

Our lesson speaks of the
"powers of heaven" being shak-
en, and of heaven and earth
passing away, but actually, ac -
cording to the promises o f
God's Word the literal heav-
en and earth shall never pass
away. The earth was created t o
be man's eternal home. Isaiah
45 :17, 18 reads, "Israel shall be
saved in the Lord with an ev-
erlasting salvation : ye shall not
be ashamed nor confounded
world without end. For thus
saith the Lord that created th e
heavens ; God himself that
formed the earth and made it;
he hath established it, he creat-
ed it not in vain, he formed i t
to be inhabited; I am the Lord ;
and there is none else . "

The literal heavens exercise
a certain control over the
earth . The tides and season s
are thus controlled, and this
means that life itself is pretty
much subject to the control ex -
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ercised by the heavenly bodies.
This fact is used in the prophe-
cies to illustrate that the socia l
order under which we live has
two principal aspects, the heav-
enly, so far as we are in con-
tact with it, being largely the
powers of religious control .

It is this symbolic picture of
a great time of trouble that i s
presented in verses 25,26 : "An d
there shall be signs in the sun,
and in the moon, and in the
stars ; and upon the earth dis-
tress of nations, with perplexi-
ty ; the sea and the waves roar-
ing; men's hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking afte r
those things which are comin g
on the earth : for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken" (see
Isa . 17 :12, 13 )

There seems no doubt tha t
we are now living in this fore -
told time when the hearts of
the people are failing them fo r
fear of what they see comin g
upon the earth. The fact tha t
the powers of the symboli c
heavens are no longer able to
hold society in check is one o f
the major contributing causes
of the distress of nations and
the resulting fear.

Verse 27 associates thes e
events with the coming of th e
"Son of man ." The text says
that he comes "in a cloud with
power and great glory ." (com-
pare Revelation 1 :7) Here i s
further use of symbolic Ian-
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guage. Literal clouds woul d
conceal, but these clouds o f
trouble reveal the presence o f
the Son of man. No human will
see Jesus literally. The thought
is that those who know the
meaning of the prophecies wil l
discern their fulfilment as in-
dicating that the end of the
age has been reached, and that
the time is near for the estab-
lishment of his kingdom, whic h
will be the new world, or socia l
order of tomorrow .

The "Parable of the Fig
Tree," and "all the trees," is
revealing . The fig tree is a sym-
bol of the Jewish nation, but i n
addition to Israel many new na-
tions have come into existence ;
and Jesus said that this would
also be an evidence that th e
"kingdom of God is nigh a t
hand . "

Jesus assures us of the trust -
worthiness of his words . Though
the symbolic heavens and earth
will pass away, his prophecies
will remain and be fulfilled, and
today we are seeing their ful-
filment. It is a time for grea t
watchfulness on the part of all
true followers of the Master.

QUESTION S
Give examples of the use of

symbolic language in the Bible .
What will supplant the sym-

bolic heaven and earth of today
when they pass away?
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 20

the Beath that Changes fines

MEMORY VERSE : "By this we know love, that He laid dow n
His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for th e
brethren ."—I John 3 :16, RSV

LUKE 23 :39-5 3

THE account of Jesus' cruci-
fixion, and the events associat-
ed with it, is always reassurin g
and revealing . He was crucifie d
between two "malefactors" One
of these was very critical of
Jesus, but the other showed a
degree of kindness . He rebuked
the other malefactor and the n
said unto Jesus, "Lord, remem-
ber me when thou comest into
thy kingdom . "

It is not necessary to con-
clude from this request that th e
thief had become a believer i n
the Gospel of the kingdom. It
is more likely to suppose that
all he know of the kingdom wa s
from the inscription nailed at
the head of the cross—"This is
the king of the Jews" Anyway,
by the use of the word "verily"
Jesus acknowledged the thief' s
request as being a proper one .
Prof. Rotherham translates Je-
sus' reply, "I say unto thee thi s
day: with me shalt thou be in
paradise."

The essential difference in
Rotherham's translation of this
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verse is that he places the
punctuation (in this case a
colon) after the words "thi s
day" rather than before them .
This puts the emphasis on the
day he made the promise to
the thief, rather than on the
time they would be in paradise .
This was proper, because a s
things looked at the moment
there did not appear to b e
much prospect that Jesus would
ever come into a kingdom .
Whether the thief had faith t o
believe that he would is beside
the point. Jesus believed that
he would come into a kingdom,
and that was the basis upon
which he responded to the
thief's request, "Lord, remem-
ber me when thou comest int o
thy kingdom. "

Jesus not only had faith tha t
the Heavenly Father would
raise him from the dead to b e
the great King in the messian-
ic kingdom, but he know also
that the kingdom would ac-
complish its intended purpose ;
namely, the restoration of the
human race to life, and the es-
tablishment of a world-wide
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paradise . That is why he coul d
promise the thief on that dark
day of seeming defeat that hi s
kingdom would come, and that
through its agencies a world-
paradise would be established,
and that the thief would have
the opportunity of enjoying the
blessings of life in that para-
dise .

As a matter of fact, the thie f
who rebuked Jesus will also be
awakened from the sleep o f
death and be given an oppor-
tunity of enjoying the blessings
of that earthly paradise . Thi s
will be true of all who have
died, for they will all be
awakened from death at tha t
future time when the life-giv-
ing blessings of the kingdo m
will be flowing out for the en-
joyment of all who then believe
and obey the laws of Christ' s
kingdom .

Verse 48 reads, "And all the
people that came together to
that sight, beholding the things
which were done, smote thei r
breasts, and returned." This
implies that these were not too
sympathetic with the way the
religious rulers of Israel ha d
brought about the death of this
One who spake as never ma n
had spoken before .

In addition to the general
audience which witnessed Jesus '
crucifixion "all his acquaintance ,
and the women that followed
him from Galilee, stood afar off ,
beholding these things." Their
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reaction must have been on e
of genuine sorrow, especially
since they did not then kno w
that on "the third day" he
would be raised from the dead .
Nor did they understand at th e
time that it was necessary fo r
Jesus to die—"to make his soul
an offering for sin ."

Rotherham translates vers e
46, "And calling out with a loud
voice Jesus said, Father, into
thy hands I commend my spir-
it. And thus saying he ceased
to breathe ." The "spirit" which
Jesus committed to God was hi s
life, and he had confidence tha t
this life would be restored .

Joseph of Arimathea aske d
Pilate for Jesus' body. Thi s
Joseph was a member of the
council, "a good and righteou s
man" (Roth .) who did not con-
sent to the death of Jesus .

Joseph obtained consent from
Pilate to take charge of Jesus '
body, "and he took it down ,
and wrapped it in linen, an d
laid it in a sepulchre that was
hewn in stone, wherein neve r
man before was laid ." It is said
of Joseph that he "waited for
the kingdom of God," and how
he will rejoice when that king-
dom is established !

QUESTIONS
Did Jesus and the thief go to

paradise the day they died ?
Who was Joseph of Arima-

thea?
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 2 7

113alking With the

	

iving Christ

MEMORY VERSE : "If we walk in the light, as He is in th e
light, we have fellowship one with another ."—1 John 1 : 7

LUKE 24 :13-16,27-3 5

JESUS' disciples were muc h
confused and filled with sor-
row when, unexpectedly, h e
was taken from them and cru-
cified . As the lesson states, they
expected that he was the One
who should redeem, or delive r
Israel from the Roman yoke of
bondage . To them it was un-
thinkable that a dead Messia h
could accomplish such a far-
reaching work of deliverance.

There seemed a tendency for
the disciples to scatter . After
all, what could be done, no w
that their Leader was dead?
The lesson states that "two o f
them went that same day t o
a village called Emmaus, whic h
was from Jerusalem abou t
threescore furlongs" — abou t
eight miles . "And they talked
together of all these things
which had happened . And i t
came to pass, that, while they
communed together and rea-
soned, Jesus himself drew near,
and went with them. But thei r
eyes were holden that they
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should not know him ." It i s
evident from this that Jesu s
here appeared in a body quite
unlike the one to which the
disciples were accustomed.

Verse 27 reads that "begin-
ning at Moses and all the
prophets, He expounded unt o
them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself ."
What important point of truth
did Jesus explain to these two
disciples? Obviously it was wha t
they needed most to know in
view of their sorrow and con-
fusion over his death . Verses
25 and 26—omitted from th e
lesson assignment read, " Then
he said unto them, 0 fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken:
ought not Christ to have suf-
fered these things, and to en -
ter into his glory?"

The disciples rejoiced in the
many wonderful messianic prom-
ises of the Old Testament whic h
outlined the glory of the com-
ing kingdom and the blessing s
it would dispense to the world,
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but they had failed to note
those prophecies which fore-
told the death of Jesus—that
he was to die in order to re-
deem the world from death .
Had they had these prophecie s
in mind they would not have
been so confused when Jesu s
was taken from them and cru-
cified .

It was a long walk that Jesu s
and these two disciples had
that day . They must have been
on the road for more than tw o
hours, and in that time Jesus
could refer to many of the
prophecies which pertained t o
his suffering and death. He be-
gan with Moses, probably re -
minding them of certain sacri-
ficial services of the tabernacl e
which pointed forward to hi s
death. He may have quoted
Psalm 22:1, as he had done on
the cross: "My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me? "

And then there is Isaiah 53 :
12, which foretold that Jesus
would pour out his soul "unt o
death," and that he would b e
numbered with the transgres-
sors. The disciples knew tha t
Jesus was not a transgressor,
and it was difficult for them to
understand why he would need
to suffer and die as would a
criminal .

But evidently they began to
understand the reason for this
as Jesus discoursed to them ,
for afterward they said, "Did
not our heart burn within us ,
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while he talked with us by the
way, and while he opened to
us the scriptures?" Jesus con-
tinued to walk with the two
disciples until they reache d
Emmaus, and then he indicate d
that he would continue o n
alone . But they constrained hi m
to remain with them, saying ,
"Abide with us : for it is toward
evening, and the day is fa r
spent . And he went in to tarry
with them ."

When they sat down togeth-
er to partake of their meal
Jesus acted as host . "He too k
bread, and blessed it, and
brake, and gave to them." I t
was his special way of perform-
ing this service that opened
their eyes to Jesus' identity.
Later when they met with th e
other disciples they told them
"how he was known of them i n
breaking of bread ." Having dis-
closed his identiy Jesus van-
ished from their sight .

Now they were convinced tha t
Jesus was indeed risen from
the dead. Armed with this
knowledge they returned im-
mediately to Jerusalem, where
they announced the good new s
to the eleven gathered there .

QUESTION S
What basic point of truth di d

Jesus reveal to the two dis-
ciples on the road to Emmaus ?
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Christian Life and Doctrine

The Waiting Ende d

"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the

marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made her -

self ready."—Revelation 19 :7

THE "Lamb" symbolism is very prominent in the Bible . It

is introduced in Genesis 3:4 where we are told of a lamb
sacrifice which Abel offered to the Lord, and which wa s
accepted by him—apparently prefiguring the sacrifice of
"the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world . "
(John 1:29) Later Abraham was instructed to offer a lam b
in sacrifice to the Lord as a substitute on the altar fo r
Isaac .—Gen. 22:11-13

Then there was the passover lamb which was offered i n
connection with the deliverance of Israel from bondage i n
Egypt, pointing forward to the deliverance of all mankin d
from bondage to sin and death . In this picture the first -
born of Israel were the first to benefit from the shed bloo d
of the lamb .

In Isaiah 53:7 we read of the antitypical "Lamb" that
"he was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, an d
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not
his mouth."
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In the New Testament the Apostle Paul refers to "Christ
our passover [lamb]" who is "sacrificed for us" ; and the
Apostle Peter explains that we are redeemed "with th e
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish an d
without spot."—I Cor. 5:7; I Pet. 1:19

This wonderful Lamb of God is also mentioned in the
Book of Revelation in the 5th chapter . Verse 6 reads, "An d
I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a lam b
as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes ,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth unto all the
earth." Notice that here we are informed that the Lam b
"had been" slain . The personal sacrificial aspect of Jesus '
ministry was now over, and he was the highly exalted
Lamb .

The ultimate objective of his sacrifice was that all man -
kind might be reconciled to God through the agencies o f
the messianic kingdom which he would establish . This, in
part, is the foretold glory which was to follow the suffer-
ing of Jesus, and a prophetic description of this glory is
given in verses 11-13, which read :

"I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels roun d
about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, an d
thousands of thousands : saying with a loud voice, Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches ,
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and bless-
ing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on th e
earth, . . . and such as are in the sea, heard I saying, Bless-
ing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him tha t
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever an d
ever . "

Washed in the Bloo d

Revelation 7:14, speaking of the "great multitude," says
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that "these are they which came out of great tribulation ,
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb ." While here the reference is specifical-
ly to the "great multitude" class, the purpose of the bloo d
on behalf of all who benefit from it is to cleanse from si n
and to make the beneficiary acceptable to God .

In Revelation 13 :8 Jesus is again referred to as a Lamb
—"the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ." In
Revelation 14:1 we find the Lamb standing on mount Sion ,
"and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, havin g
his Father's name written in their foreheads ." In verse 4
we are informed that "these are they which were not de-
filed with women; for they are virgins. These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth . These
were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits un-
to God and to the Lamb . "

In Revelation 15 :2-4 we are told of those "that had got-
ten the victory over the beast, and over his image, an d
over his mark, and over the number of his name, . . . and
they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb saying, Great and marvelous are th y
works, Lord God Almighty ; just and true are thy ways ,
thou King of saints . Who shall not reverence thee, 0 Lord ,
and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy : for all na-
tions shall come and worship before thee ; for thy judg-
ments are made manifest . "

The Lamb Overcome s

The Book of Revelation refers repeatedly to evil forces
opposed to the Lamb and the work of God he is accom-
plishing. These opponents are referred to as "beasts, "
"dragons," etc . In chapter 17, verse 14, these evil force s
"make war with the Lamb," and the Lamb overcomes them .
This denotes progress in the plan of God—progress to the
point where evil is no longer triumphant . And by the time
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this becomes true, the "called, and chosen, and faithful "
are with the Lamb, participating in his glorious victory .

The last reference to the Lamb in Revelation is in chap -
ter 22, verse 1, which reads, "And he showed me a pure
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out o f
the throne of God and of the Lamb ." Here the Lamb is en -
throned, and the promised blessings of the kingdom ar e
flowing out to the people . However, this cannot become a
reality until the marriage of the Lamb takes place, and h e
is united in glory with the "called, and chosen, an d
faithful . "

Work of an Ag e

The work of the "bride" in making herself ready to be-
come the Lamb's "wife" requires an entire age in the di-
vine plan. It began at Pentecost, with the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, and still continues . It is a work of the Holy
Spirit within the hearts and lives of the consecrated follow-
ers of the Master, who in their present relationship with
him are spoken of as espoused virgins .

While it is the power of the Holy Spirit which accom-
plishes the making ready of the "bride," it is not withou t
the earnest co-operation of each individual who will make
up that honored company which will share the glory an d
the riches of the heavenly "Bridegroom ." First there is the
full submission of the mind to be governed by the mind o f
Christ, which, in turn, is the mind or will of the Heavenly
Father . The Holy Spirit cannot work in a heart that is re-
bellious to the will of God .

The prospective members of the Lamb's wife must b e
thoroughly loyal to him, and fully set apart to the task o f
being developed into his character image . This means a
complete separation from the world ; a resolute warrin g
against the flesh and its interests, and a complete opposi -

(Continued on page 34)
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THE WAITING ENDED
(Continued from page 31 )

tion to Satan and all his godless influences. These things
can be accomplished in our lives only through the powe r
of the Holy Spirit, but we can negate that power by show-
ing sympathy for our fleshly, evil tendencies. The great
objective of being made ready for marriage with the Lam b
is absolute loyalty to him and for all that he stands, fo r
those who participate in that marriage will not do so on an
experimental basis .

Her Clothing

The bride of the Lamb is described in Psalm 45 :13 a s
"the King's daughter," the "King" being the Heavenly Fa-
ther . We are told by the King James Version that th e
King's daughter is "all glorious within," and that "her
clothing is of wrought gold." Rotherham's translation
reads, "All glorious—the daughter of a king sitteth within .
Brocades, wrought with gold are her clothing ." Verse 14 ,
Rotherham, reads, "In embroidered raiment shall she b e
brought unto the king . "

How glorious indeed will the bride appear within the
palace of the King! Her clothing will be "brocade s
wrought with gold," symbolic of the divine nature . She
shall also be brought into the King's palace "in raiment o f
needlework." This suggests the adornment of character ,
the "fruit of the Spirit" which is "love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance." How wonderful indeed will be the characters o f
those who are adorned by this fruitage of the Spirit, an d
all of the bride class must be thus adorned before the
marriage of the Lamb can take place, for this is not to b e
a piecemeal marriage of some of the bride class at one
time and some at another.
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God's work through the Holy Spirit, and our work i n
connection therewith, are beautifully set forth by th e
Apostle Paul. Writing to the church at Philippi, he said ,
"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not a s
in my presence only, but now much more in my absence ,
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for
it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do o f
his good pleasure ."—Phil . 2:12, 1 3

Important Ste p

Just think what an important juncture in the divine pla n
it will be when, finally, the "marriage of the Lamb is come ,
and his wife hath made herself ready . " There have been
many important developments in God's great plan for th e
deliverance of the human race from sin and death . His
promise to Abraham that through his seed he would bles s
all the families of the earth was one of these . The comin g
of Jesus at his first advent was a wonderful step forward
in the divine plan. For centuries God had promised the
coming of Jesus to be the Redeemer, Messiah, and King ,
and now he had come : "Unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, which is Christ our Lord ."—
Luke 2:10

The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was another
step forward in the outworking of the divine plan of salva-
tion. But this marked only the beginning of the work of
making ready the "bride, the Lamb's wife ." Long centuries
were to elapse while this preparatory work was to con-
tinue. Satan was to be permitted to try the individual mem-
bers in all sorts of ways . The Book of Revelation portrays
his beastly organization through which he has persecute d
the saints—the false kingdom arrangement made up o f
the union of an unholy "woman" with the kings of th e
earth .

But these are eventually destroyed ; that is, when the
time comes in the plan of God for the marriage of the
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Lamb to take place. And then, when that does occur, and
the bride and the Bridegroom are made one before th e
great white throne, Satan is bound, that he should deceive
the nations no more. (Rev. 20:1-3) With the marriage o f
the Lamb having taken place, it means that the "first res-
urrection" has been accomplished, and then those wh o
have been thus exalted "live and reign with Christ a thou-
sand years . "—Rev. 20:4, 6

The judgment day for all individuals of the human race
can then get under way . Then "the dead, small and great "
will "stand before God" and the "books will be opened ,
which is the book of life" ; and the dead will be "judged
out of those things which were written in the books, ac -
cording to their works ." (Rev. 20:11, 12) All truly enlight-
ened Christians have longingly waited for the time to com e
when mankind would be enlightened and tried upon the
basis of the things written in these symbolic books, but
this will not become a reality until after "the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready . "

God's City

In Hebrews 11:10 we read that Abraham "looked for a
city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker i s
God." A city, in the Bible, symbolizes a government, o r
kingdom, and the people of God in all ages have looke d
for his "city", his promised kingdom to come . In vision
the Apostle John saw the coming of this "city" : "I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
band." In Revelation 21 :9 and 10 John writes, "There came
unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials
full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying ,
Come hither, and I will show thee the bride, the Lamb' s
wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and
high mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God . "
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This "Holy City," then, is the "bride, the Lamb's wife, "
but there is no such bride until the marriage of the Lamb
takes place. This means that this symbolic city, which will
be God's agent in blessing all families of the earth, canno t
come until the bride has made herself ready ; and we be-
lieve that there is a considerable number of the bride clas s
still engaged in this blessed work .

When the espoused virgins become the bride of Christ ,
and the "city" comes down from God, then will be poure d
out all those wonderful blessings which are described in
the chapter. Then "God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither sor-
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for
the former things are passed away . And he that sat upon
the throne said, Behold, I make all things new . And he
said unto me, Write : for these words are true and faith-
ful ."—Rev . 21 :4, 5

We know that the words of him who sitteth on th e
"throne" are always true and faithful, although the time
may seem long while we wait for their fulfilment . But God
has a complete and precise timetable of every detail and
major event in his plan . Just as it was in his "due time "
that he sent his Son to be the Savior of the world, so it
will be in his due time that "the marriage of the Lamb "
will come. God knew how much time would be required
for the bride to make herself ready, and not until that du e
time will this great event take place, and not until the n
will the Holy City be ready to come down from God t o
rule and bless the people . Not until then will the lon g
waiting period be ended, in which the people of God have
frequently inquired, "How long, 0 Lord, how long? "

The Throne and the Lamb

The final chapter of the Bible tells us further of event s
to follow the marriage of the Lamb . Verse 1 reads, "And
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he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal ,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb ."
The throne of God here symbolizes divine authority op-
erating throughout the earth . And, of course, the Lamb
symbolism reminds us that the blessings of that wonderful
government have been provided by the shed blood of Jesu s
Christ, "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin o f
the world ."—John 1 :29

Verse 2 reads (RSV), "Through the middle of the stree t
of the city ; also, on either side of the river, the tree o f
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each
month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing o f
the nations ." Here is another reference to the "city" wit h
the added information that a river of life runs through the
midst of it ; and that on either side of this river there are
the trees of life .

This "river" of life is clear as crystal . No more will
men's minds be polluted with all sorts of traditional
theories as to how to obtain salvation, for he who deceive d
all nations will then be bound . The water of life then flow-
ing from "the throne of God and of the Lamb" will be
wholesome and will provide life eternal for all who will
humbly and obediently partake of it .

And the opportunity to partake will be extended to all .
Verse 17 reads, "The Spirit and the bride say, Come . And
let him that heareth say, Come . And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of lif e
freely." What a prospect this is for the sin-sick and suffer-
ing world of mankind ; a prospect which, nevertheless ,
must wait its fulfilment until the bride has made herself
ready, for until the marriage of the Lamb there is no
bride. It is "the Spirit and the bride who initiate the in-
vitation to "Come" and partake of the water of life .

Here, then, is another wonderful prophecy of the king -
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dom which is still awaiting fulfilment—waiting for the last
members of the bride of Christ to complete the embroidery
on their garments which will appear so beautiful when a t
long last they are ushered into the palace of the King .
There is nothing any of the Lord's servants can do to spee d
up the timetable of God's plan, but through diligence an d
faith we should endeavor to be ready for the marriage t o
the Lamb when God's due time for this great event in hi s
plan arrives .

In Revelation 7 :1-3 we are reminded of God's great in-
terest in the last members of the bride class . The great
"time of trouble" which brings this present evil worl d
fully to an end is here symbolically described as "fou r
winds," and four angels standing on the four "corners" of
the earth are instructed to hold back these winds "till we
have sealed the servants of God in their foreheads ." So
may this sealing work go on in our foreheads, and in ou r
hearts also, until the work is complete, which will be whe n
the last member has passed beyond the veil . Then the wait-
ing will be ended, for then the "marriage of the Lamb"

will come. Then there will be a Holy City ; then there will

be a river of life ; then there will be a bride to say "Come "

and partake . And then all, Jew and Gentile, can pass th e

invitation along to all mankind .
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BIBLE ANSWERS ON IN WINNIPEG ARE A

Station CKX•TV in Brandon, Manitoba, Channels 5, 9 ,
and 11, is now carrying our Bible Answers televisio n
programs. This station will cover the Winnipeg area
and should prove to be a good witness for the truth .
The programs will be shown on Sundays at 12:30 p . m .
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The British Section

7ke Qtwtou'

Gt fiyhf
MANY illustrations are use d
in Scripture to show the re-
lationship between the peopl e
of God and the Lord Jesus ,
the great Head of the church ,
as to the work of grace which
goes forward in our hearts .
There are also pictures of our
work both among the breth-
ren and in the world . These
are helpful in our calling an d
preparation for the kingdom.

One of the most helpful and
comforting pictures is that o f
Jesus as our Shepherd and w e
his sheep . Again, he is th e
Head of the body, and we th e
members ; he is the Vine, w e
the branches; he is the Bride-
groom, we the prospective
bride; Jesus is the High
Priest, we the church, the
under-priests, together consti-
tuting a Royal Priesthood ; he
is the Captain, we the soldier s
in his army .—Heb . 2 :10

In connection with this las t
illustration, the apostle ex-
horts each to be "a good sol-
dier of Jesus Christ." (II Tim .
2:3) In writing to the Ephe-
sians, Paul specially refers to
the "armour" with which th e
Lord's soldiers must be clad
if they would successfully
fight the good fight of faith.
In his illustration he refers t o
the various pieces of armour
worn by the Roman soldier in
his day. Rome being the con-
queror of almost the whole of
the then known world, he r
soldiers would be more famil-
iar in the every-day life of
both Jews and Gentiles living
in the countries through
which Paul traveled than
would be the soldiers of any
other nation. Six pieces of ar-
mour are referred to : the hel-
met, breastplate, shield, girdle,
sandals, the sword; and Pau l
exhorts, "Take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having don e
all, to stand."—Eph. 6:13-1 7
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Breastplat e

The breastplate was one of
the most important pieces of
armour. It protected the fron t
of the body, especially th e
vital organs, such as the hear t
and lungs. The piece of spir-
itual armour corresponding t o
this is called a breastplate o f
righteousness, so it well illus-
trates the Lord's impute d
righteousness which cover s
our imperfections and is vital
to our standing as new crea-
tures in Christ Jesus . Surel y
we need the breastplate o f
righteousness that we might
be able to stand . It is else-
where described as "the breast-
plate of faith and love ."—I
Thess . 5 : 8

As the breastplate was wor n
over the front of the body ,
it, as already suggested, very
appropriately represents tha t
imputation of Christ's right-
eousness each soldier receives
on enlisting in the Lord' s
army. Before we can be ac-
cepted, however, we mus t
cease serving the Adversary ,
repent of sin and the wrong
course in which we have bee n
walking, and turn to the Lord
Jesus as our Redeemer ,
through whom alone we ca n
come to the Father with ac-
ceptance. When we turn t o

BRITISH SECTION

him in true faith, and in con-
secration give ourselves to
him, the merit of the sacri-
fice for sins made on our be -
half is imputed to us, hence
the breastplate of righteous-
ness is called "the breastplate
of faith and love . "

If we would be accepted,
there must be a willingness
to enlist as soldiers in the
Lord's army, to fight for the
great principles of righteous-
ness for which Jesus fought ;
a willingness, in spite of all
the fiery trials, evil-speaking ,
and misrepresentation hurle d
at the Lord's little army. But
we can rest firmly upon the
assurance, "It is God that
justifieth, who is he that con-
demneth?" "There is . . . now
no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus . "
—Rom. 8 :1, 33, 3 4

Girdl e

"Stand . . . having your
loins girt about with truth . "
(Eph. 6 :14) That which hold s
the armour in position is the
girdle. A soldier could hard-
ly be expected to engage i n
successful combat if his ar-
mour hung loosely about him .
As a part of the panoply of
the Christian, the girdle sug-
gests service. Everyone called

41



to be a good soldier of Jesu s
Christ must be prepared fo r
active service. If we do a great
deal of Bible study without
zealously engaging in the serv-
ice of the truth, our armour
will hang loosely .

In other words, unless w e
seek to be faithful witnesses ,
we will be in danger of fail-
ing to become firmly estab-
lished in all the fundamenta l
doctrines of the divine plan
"rooted and built up in him."
(Col . 2:6, 7) The more we tel l
the good tidings to others ,
and contend for the fait h
once delivered unto the saints ,
the more firmly grounded an d
convinced of the truthfulnes s
of our message shall we be -
come. With special referenc e
to our day the Master said ,
"Let your loins be girde d
about, and your lamps burn-
ing ."—Luke 12 :35, R .V .

Protection for the Feet

The Roman soldier often
had to march and fight ove r
very rough, difficult country,
hence the feet needed specia l
protection . This was provide d
for by specially made shoes
and by the greaves which pro-
tected the legs and instep . So ,
in view of the dangers an d
difficulties of this presen t
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evil world, the Christian need s
special protection in his walk
through life, and speciall y
through the dangerous and
difficult country he often
finds must be his battle-
ground .

He has experiences which
continually remind him that
he is in the same narrow way
as that in which his Maste r
walked, and whose promise d
grace is sufficient to strength -
en and uphold, however diffi-
cult the pathway may be. In
view of this we are exhorted
to "make straight paths for
our feet, lest that which i s
lame be turned out of th e
way."—Heb. 12:13

It is important, therefore ,
in view of the difficult pat h
we tread, to see that we are
properly shod, that it is th e
Gospel of peace, the tru e
Gospel, that we are carrying
to others—a message whic h
speaks to the church durin g
the Gospel Age, and later to
all mankind during the Mil-
lennium .

Not only must we be shod
with this Gospel of peace, bu t
the spirit of the Lord's mes-
sage must also go with it,
which is peace and good will .
The Master suggested, "Into
whatsoever house ye enter,
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first say, Peace be to thi s
house." (Luke 10 :5) Paul wrote ,
"Giving no offense in any -
thing, that the ministry be
not blamed ."—II Cor . 6 : 3

Shiel d

The Roman soldier used his
shield as a protection for
whatever part of the body the
weapons of the enemy wer e
likely to reach . Especially did
he need protection from the
poisoned arrows which some -
times would be falling thick

and fast . This shield beauti-
fully pictures the shield o f
faith, or "the shield of the
faith ."—Eph. 6:16, Diag .

And what a wonderful pro-
tection we have in "the faith
which was once delivered un-
to the saints"! (Jude 3) The
truth of the divine plan en-
ables us to see immediatel y
what is, and what is not, in
accord with the Word of the

Lord. Before seeing the light
of present truth we were
often uncertain regarding the
correctness of the message
presented to us. Now, by
means of the truth of the
Word—our shield of faith—
we are protected from all the
poisonous arrows of false doc-
trine which, hitting our shield ,
instead of injuring us, will
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fall harmlessly to the ground.
All the fiery darts may b e
quenched in this way, even
"all power and signs and ly-
ing wonders," which Satan
seeks to hurl against the faith-
ful .—II Thess . 2 : 9

The Helme t

We find that the Scriptures
present things to us from th e
standpoint of reason . The
Lord invites us, "Come now ,
and let us reason together. "
(Isa . 1 :18) And when we re-
spond to this gracious invita-
tion, coming to the Word o f
God with a sincere desire t o
understand the plan of salva-
tion in Christ, we find fro m
the beginning of our inquir-
ies that "Christ is made unto
us wisdom," that what he re-
veals appeals to us as reason-
able .—I Cor. 1 :30

The Lord, through Isaiah ,
tells us that the special truth
he desires us to reason about ,
and to see its justice and wis-
dom, is the arrangemen t
whereby sin can be canceled ,
and one made right with God .
In other words, the arrange-
ment whereby God can b e
"faithful and just to forgiv e
us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." ( I
John 1:9) Isaiah says, "Though
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your sins be as scarlet, the y
shall be as white as snow . "
—Isa . 1 :18

This wisdom from abov e
which in our day has been so
abundantly supplied, Jame s
tells us is first of all "pure, "
clear—not dark, obscure, un-
reasonable—and appealing to
the mind as well as to the
heart. (James 3:17) It is a
message which brings us ou t
of darkness into his marvelous
light, fulfilling the words of
our dear Redeemer, "I am
come a light into the world ,
that whosoever believeth on
me should not abide in dark-
ness, but shall have the ligh t
of life ."—John 12 :46; 8 :1 2

And so we find that under
the guidance of the Spirit of
truth, the Word of God in its
personal appeal to the hear t
and conscience as well as in
its dispensational features, be -
comes more and more a pro-
tection to our reasoning facul-
ties . In addition, it is a guide
to our spiritual life and con -
duct.

Swor d

The only offensive weapon
of a good soldier of Jesu s
Christ is his spiritual sword ,
the sword of the Spirit use d
in attack against Satan':, king-
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dom of darkness, its errors
and deceptions—false doc-
trines of all kinds . Our fight,
as Paul says, is not a figh t
against flesh and blood ,
against our fellows in any
shape or form, but is again., t
"principalities, against pow-
ers, against [the evil influ-
ence of] the rulers of th e
darkness of this present [evil ]
world."—Eph. 6:12; Gal. 1 : 4

Of the great Captain of our
salvation it is written, "God
sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world ;
but that the world throug h
him might be saved," by de-
livering them from all thos e
things holding them in bond -
age and in blindness to the
light of the knowledge of th e
glory of God. (John 3 :17)
Paul, in speaking of his shar e
in the Christian warfare, said ,
"I am set for the defense o f
the Gospel ." (Phil . 1:17) To
defend the Gospel against all
corners requires courage and
faith, and means a constan t
looking to the Lord that he
might continue to supply
grace sufficient for all our
needs .

Temptations will sometimes
come to us not to use our
sword, or to use it halfheart-
edly . The prophet writes a
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word of warning concerning
this: "Cursed be he that do-
eth the work of the Lord neg-
ligently, and cursed be he
that keepeth back his sword
from blood." (Jer. 48 :10, R .V . )
If we would have the Lord' s
approval, we must surely be
instant in season and out of
season.

In addition to having on the
whole armour of God and a
well-sharpened sword of the
Spirit, we must be of good
courage and war a good war -
fare in the face of the enemy ,
remembering that the weap-
ons of our warfare are no t
carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down o f
strongholds, "casting down

imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of
God."—II Cor. 10:4, 5

Just as the Roman soldie r
before going into battle ap-
pealed to his gods for protec-
tion and victory, so it mus t
be with the good soldiers of
Jesus Christ . We should, as
Paul says, "Pray always wit h
all prayers and supplication
in the Spirit, and watchin g
thereunto with all persever-
ance and supplication for al l
saints ." (Eph. 6:18) Through-
out our course we should b e
able to say with Paul, "Thank s
be unto God, which giveth u s
the victory through our Lor d
Jesus Christ ."—I Cor . 15 :57 q
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Your Questions

Prayers for the Sic k

Please explain James 5 :14, 15 ,
which speaks of prayers sav-
ing the sick.

The text cited reads, "I s
any sick among you? let him
call for the elders of th e
church; and let them pra y
over him, anointing him with
oil in the name of the Lord :
and the prayer of faith shal l
save the sick, and the Lor d
shall raise him up; and if he
have committed sins, they
shall be forgiven him . "

Although no such ordinance
was enjoined upon believers
by Jesus, evidently it was th e
custom of some in the Early
Church to use an anointing
oil at such times as describe d
in this passage . But the ques-
tion arises as to whether or
not all Christians who be-
come ill, in the ordinary
sense, have recourse to thi s
apparently sure method of re-
covery. Certainly James does
not say that the "prayer of
faith" "may" save the sick ,
but "shall" have this result .

YOUR QUESTIONS

We think the key to a

proper understanding of this
passage is in the Greek wor d
translated "sick," in the state-
ment "shall save the sick ." I t
is the same word that is trans-
lated "wearied" in Hebrews

12 :3, where we read, "Consid-
er him [Christ] that endured
such contradiction of sinner s
against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in you r

minds ." Obviously the thought
here is discouragement, de-
scribed by Paul in Galatians
6:9 as "weary in well-doing. "

In James' question, "Is any
sick among you? let him call
for the elders of the church,"
he uses a Greek word which
literally means "to be feeble
(in any sense) ." Deep-seated
discouragement seriously de-
pletes one's vitality, and
James' admonition is that
those who have been mad e
feeble because of "weariness "
or discouragement should cal l
the elders to pray with them
and for them .

For such—the spirituall y
weary and discouraged, tha t
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is—"the prayer of faith shal l
save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up"—give hi m
renewed spiritual strength t o
continue on in the narro w
way. "If he hath committed
sins, they shall be forgiven
him," James adds . At times a
Christian becomes discouraged
over his failings and short-
comings. There is no better
remedy for this sort of "sick-
ness" than fellowship and
prayer with those of "like
precious faith."

"Armageddon"
A minister says that Armaged-
don will be a great atomi c
war that will destroy good
and bad alike . What do the
Scriptures say ?

The word "Armageddon" is
used in the Bible only once ,
and that is in Revelation 16 :
16 . The text reads, "And H e
gathered them together into
a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon . " Verse
14, speaking of the sam e
"gathering" of the "kings of
the earth and of the whole
world," says that it is "to the
battle of that great day of
God Almighty." In verse 15
there is a reference to the re -
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turn of Christ, as if to empha-
size that "Armageddon" is in
some way associated with
that event .

While the word "Armaged-
don" is used only this onc e
in the Bible, the prophecies
abound with various symboli c
references to this final
struggle of the ages. In
Daniel 12:1 it is described as
a "time of trouble such as
never was since there was
a nation." This "time of
trouble" is shown to be the
result of the standing up of
one called "Michael" This is
one of the titles the Bibl e
applies to Christ, particularly
at his second advent .

Daniel says that Michae l
will then "stand up," signify-
ing the exercise of authority
and power . He "stands up "
for the salvation of God's
people, for the rectificatio n
of error and wrong, for th e
establishment of right and
truth, to bring to the world
of mankind the great king-
dom of God which has bee n
preached from the days of
Abraham .

In answer to questions
asked by his disciples con-
cerning the sign of his sec-
ond presence, Jesus quotes
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Daniel's prophecy concerning
a "time of trouble," our
English translation using th e
word "tribulation" instead o f
"trouble." It seems clear,
therefore, that this "great
tribulation" referred to in
Revelation 16 :16 under the
symbolic term "Armageddon"
is the final great struggle of
the ages. Jesus, in fact, sai d
that there would never be
anything like it again .—Matt.
24 :21, 22

The prophecies use various
symbols to illustrate different
aspects of this "tribulation, "
for no one symbol could de-
scribe all that it involves.
Among the symbols used are
"earthquake," "fire," "storm,"
"tempest, " and "flood." None
of these is to be understoo d
in a literal sense . It is simply
that the trouble which brings
about the destruction of Sa-
tan's social order is in som e
respects like these various up-
heavals of nature .

The "Armageddon" symbol-
ise illustrates an aspect o f
this great and final struggle
not contained in any of the
others used in the prophecies .
In the Hebrew, "Armageddon"
means "mountain of Megid-
do." Megiddo occupied a very
marked position on the south-

YOUR QUESTIONS

ern edge of the Plain of Es-
draelon, and commanded an
important pass into the hil l
country of Galilee. Here man y
of the battles of ancient Is-
rael were fought . It was her e
that Gideon defeated the
Midianites .

What made these battle s
different from others is the
fact that God took a hand i n
them, and directed the out-
come. We think this is th e
principal lesson conveyed by
the symbolism of "Armaged-
don." It is the battle of the
"great day of God Almighty . "
In this struggle God direct s
the issue for the destruction
of Satan's world, in prepara-
tion for the establishment o f
Messiah's kingdom . "Armaged-
don" will result in much de-
struction of human life, but
many will pass through the
struggle alive, and be th e
first to enter into the bless-
ings of the kingdom which
will then be available . But
those who die in "Armaged-
don" will not be deprived o f
the kingdom blessings, for
later they will be awakened
from the sleep of death, that
they too, under the laws of
the new kingdom, may b e
given an opportunity to live
forever.
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Talking Things Over

Our Partnership in the Gospe l

THE Greek word in the New Testament which is ofte n
translated "fellowship" is just as properly translated "part-
nership." Thus when the Apostle Paul wrote to the breth-
ren at Philippi and said that he thanked God for thei r
"fellowship in the Gospel," he meant their partnership in
the Gospel. One of the blessed aspects of our fellowship
consists of our studying the Word of God together : com-
paring notes with respect to the meaning of this or that
text of Scripture. This is refreshing to us a new creatures ,
increasing our knowledge of the Bible and stimulating ou r
faith .

Precious though these seasons of talking things over with
one another may be, there is much more than this to our
fellowship, or partnership, in the Gospel. The "Gospel" i s
the good news pertaining to God's plan for his people o f
the present age and also his plan for the world of mankin d
in the next age. Paul wrote, "I am not ashamed of the Gos-
pel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation . "
(Rom. 1 :16) Yes, "the power of God" works in us throug h
the Gospel, but only if we become totally involved in the
doing of God's will as it is reflected through the Gospel .

To have partnership in the Gospel means that we ar e
partners with God—"workers together with him ." (II Cor .

50

	

THE DAWN



6:1) In human relationships, partnerships are formed by
two or more people, with each contributing something of
value to assure the success of the undertaking . One indi-
vidual might own a farm, but alone he is unable to work
his farm and make a profit, so he invites one or more of
his trusted friends to share in the work and the profits, i f
any, of their joint efforts .

But all partnerships thus arranged are based on the
premise that each one who participates is in a position to
contribute something of value to the total effort of the
undertaking . In our illustration the farmer contributes the
land. Money is needed to purchase farm machinery, so
others provide this . Many work-hours must be spent on th e
land in order that it might produce profitable crops . There
would also be a measure of time and experience needed i n
connection with marketing the produce of the farm . This
too would be a valuable contribution to the partnership .

However, in our partnership with the Lord, he provide s
everything of value. The only thing we have to contribute
to this blessed "fellowship in the Gospel" is a willing an d
humble heart ; a willingness to spend and be spent in his
service, and a humility that makes as sure as possible that
we are serving along lines which are directed by the Lord ,
and which he therefore can approve .

The Lord does not invite us to serve in this partnershi p
with him because he needs our help . It is an act of grace
whereby we are given an opportunity later to share in tha t
future work of the Gospel, even in Christ's kingdom of
restoration through which all the families of the earth will
be blessed. Jesus gives us some idea of what this will mean
when, speaking of his miracles, he said to his disciples, "He
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also ;
and greater works than these shall he do, because I go un-
to the Father."—John 14:12
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The Bride Made Ready

Revelation 19 :7 reads, "Let us be glad and rejoice, and
give honor to Him : for the marriage of the Lamb is come ,
and His wife hath made herself ready." This is a brief
summary of the work of God in the earth during the pres-
ent Gospel Age. The "bride" is one of the biblical name s
which applies to the faithful followers of the Master whe n
they are united with him in the kingdom. Their worthiness
of this high position with the Lamb calls for much
preparation .

This work of preparation is an individual responsibilit y
for each one invited to the "high calling of God in Chris t
Jesus." No one can do this work for us, but at the same
time, an important aspect of being made ready for "th e
marriage of the Lamb" is the attainment of unselfish quali-
ties of character which manifest interest in the spiritua l
prosperity of our brethren in Christ . The statement tha t
the "bride" makes herself ready, rather than that the in-
dividual members of the bride class make themselve s
ready, seems to suggest the idea of co-operation. This is a
co-operative work in which we show our willingness to la y
down our lives for the brethren, that together we may all
be built up in the most holy faith . This is a part of our
partnership in the Gospel .

"Your Own Salvation"

Paul wrote, "Work out your own salvation with fear an d
trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to wil l
and to do of his good pleasure." (Phil . 2 :12, 13) It is the
"great salvation" that is referred to in this text, and we
"work out" this salvation through faithful obedience to
the will of God as expressed through his Word . And Paul
adds that God is working in us "to will and to do of hi s
good pleasure ." After all, it is God's work. It is God who
prepares the bride for marriage with the Lamb . He simpl y
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makes us partners in the undertaking . It is his Spirit, th e
instructions of his Word, his guardian angels, and hi s
providences, which accomplish the work. As noted, we
share by devoting to him a willing, a consecrated heart ,
and a disposition that is pliable in his hands .

So we all work together with the Lord . What a wonder-
ful partnership! None of us could qualify to be associate d
with Jesus in the kingdom by an individual effort . We need
the help of one another, and above all we need the Lord' s
help . And how very thankful we are for his many prom-
ises that no matter what difficulties we may encounter h e
will never leave us nor forsake us, so we can truly say ,
"Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through ou r
Lord Jesus Christ . "

Opportunities Var y

Not all are favored by the Lord with the same oppor-
tunities of service . There are pastors, evangelists, an d
teachers ; but we all have the responsibility of speaking th e
truth in love, that in the true spirit of partnership we "ma y
grow up into him in all things, which is the Head, even
Christ ." (Eph. 4:11-15) Not many have either the ability o r
the opportunity to preach sermons, whether to the public
or to the brethren. Many of us are so restricted, either b y
distance or other circumstances, that we seemingly may b e
left only with the privilege of praying for our brethren .
But the expression "only with the privilege of prayer" i s
hardly fitting, for it suggests that prayer is a minor thin g
in the Christian life . Actually, this is not true. The Scrip-
tures declare that "the effectual fervent prayer of a right-
eous man availeth much," and this means that the impor-
tance of prayer on behalf of our brethren cannot be over -
estimated . Let us be "instant in prayer," for ourselves an d
for our brethren .—Rom. 12:12

We have opportunities of service today which were not
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available to the brethren of the Early Church . We refer to
the use of the printed page, the radio, television, and re -
corded lectures. Here again the thought of partnership in
the Gospel enters. Why do we have the printed page which ,
throughout the harvest, has proved to be such a blessin g
to many of the Lord's people? It is because this form of
service is made possible through the co-operation of the
brethren .

We are continually receiving encouraging letters fro m
individual brethren and from ecclesias, expressing appre-
ciation of the services rendered by The Dawn, including ,
in addition to those already mentioned, the pilgrim service .
We appreciate very much these letters of encouragement ,
and only wish that every word of encouragement could b e
passed along to the brethren generally, for they are th e
ones who make these various services possible . It is your
work as much as it is ours . The Lord has taken us all int o
sacred partnership with himself, which means that th e
credit for anything which is accomplished properly goes t o
him .

It is the Spirit of God that stirs up his people to do all
they can in this united effort, through the dissemination o f
the Gospel of Christ, to make ready his future bride . It is
God who directs these efforts as long as we walk humbly
before him, and listen carefully to the voice behind us say-
ing, "This is the way, walk ye in it ." Yes, God is doing all
that is necessary to see that this work of grace in the
hearts of his people is accomplished in the due time whic h
he has set—even to employing the holy angels to minister
unto the heirs of this great salvation .

The Lord Direct s

Approximately forty years ago the New York Church of
Associated Bible Students, in co-operation with other
groups on the eastern seaboard, put a series of radio pro -
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grams on one of New York's largest broadcasting stations .
The results were encouraging, especially in that many o f
the Lord's people, who through no fault of their own ha d

become separated from their brethren, were reached, an d
found a sense of direction .

Indirectly, this service to the brethren extended far be-
yond the New York area—over the Atlantic and Pacific

oceans . All these brethren needed further help, and whil e
the brethren of the New York Church were greatly please d
over this result of their efforts, they realized that the wor k
of carrying forward this enlarging work was hardly appro-
priate for a local church. They recommended that it b e
taken over by the elders of the church directly involved i n
the effort and, with the help of others whom they might
choose, to conduct this widening service independent o f

the local church .

This was done; and so it was that an effort which began
as a local one was soon reaching out to the whole country ,

and to various countries overseas . It was a joy to hear
from this increasing number of brethren, and to realiz e
that we had the opportunity of working together wit h
them. In order for them to render effective service locally
they needed tracts and other literature, which we en-
deavored to supply as fully as we could. There were n o
hymn books available for use in their meetings, and a s

soon as we could do so we made these available ; and in
due course other publications which had long been out o f
print such as "Studies in the Scriptures" and "Tabernacl e
Shadows . "

On our part we endeavored to serve in response to the
expressed needs of the brethren . From the beginning we
have realized that it was not our prerogative to tell the
brethren what they should do, but as far as possible to be
ready to co-operate in what they wanted done . Keeping

this principle in mind we have, through the years, been

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

55



richly blessed by our partnership with the brethren i n
their work of the Gospel.

Actually, your brethren of The Dawn constitute a very
small segment in this partnership . How futile it would be
for a few of us here at The Dawn to make literature avail -
able, as well as the various other services, if the brethren
did not use them! But the brethren in the field have use d
them, and our partnership in the Gospel has continued t o
be one of enthusiasm, and we have been kept busy. Funds
have been made available by the brethren to keep up th e
ministry through radio and television, and through maga-
zine advertising. How wonderful are the arrangements o f
the Lord with respect to the partnership over which h e
presides !

The Gospe l

In thinking of the partnership of the Gospel we natural-
ly think of the Gospel itself . What is "the Gospel of Christ"
of which Paul was not ashamed, and which he declared t o
be "the power of God unto salvation"? Briefly, we believ e
that the Gospel encompasses all the great fundamental doc-
trines of the divine plan of the ages, starting with God's
purpose in the creation of man, and ending with the de-
struction of sin and death, and even the Devil himself .

Within this framework we have the fall of man, and th e
redemption which has been provided for him through the
death and resurrection of Jesus "who gave himself a ran-
som for all, to be testified in due time." (I Tim. 2:3-6) We
have God's revelation of the nature of man ; that he is
earthly, and mortal, thus subject to death if disobedient .
(Gen. 2:17) We also have the clear statements of the Wor d
of God concerning the heavenly hope, and the hope of im-
mortality which is held out to those who faithfully follow
in the footsteps of Jesus, being planted together in th e
likeness of his death, that they might also be in the like-
ness of his resurrection .—Heb. 3:1; Rom. 6 : 5
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Encompassed in the Gospel is that grand theme of resti-
tution, which Peter declared had been spoken by the mout h
of all God's holy prophets since the world began . (Acts 3 :
19-23) There is also the future judgment of the world ,
when all will have an opportunity to accept Christ, obey
the laws of his kingdom, and live forever . This facet of th e
divine plan, like the work of restitution, follows the secon d
coming of Christ . Concerning it Jesus himself said, "When
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him [the church], then shall he sit upon th e
throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered al l
nations : and he shall separate them . . . as a shepherd di-
videth his sheep from the goats ."—Matt . 25:31, 32; Matt .
19 :28

There is also God's oathbound covenant with Abraham ;
that covenant in which God promises to bless all the fami-
lies of the earth through the "Seed" of Abraham! How
clearly Paul identified this seed of blessing when he wrote ,
"To Abraham and his seed were the promises made . He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as of one, And to
thy seed, which is Christ ." And again, "For as many of
you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ, "
"And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, an d
heirs according to the promise ."—Gal . 3:16, 27, 2 9

God also promised to make a "new covenant with th e
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah ." (Jer. 31:31-
34) The Scriptures indicate that the blessings of this cove-
nant will be extended to all mankind—the blessings, tha t
is, of having God's law written in their hearts . This is a
symbolic description of the blessings of restitution bein g
accomplished for all the families of the earth as God' s
promised blessings continue to spread until all are reached ,
throughout the great continents of earth as well as in the
isles of the sea .

Another basic doctrine of the Gospel in this end of th e
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age is the blessed harvest message pertaining to the pres-
ence of Christ . There is every evidence that the work o f
the harvest has gone steadily on now for nearly a hundred
years, which in itself gives us reason to believe that it wil l
soon be completed . And this thought should give us joy ,
for it is when all the wheat is harvested into the "barn "
that the righteous, the "children of the kingdom," "shin e
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father." (Matt .
13 :43) Yes, if faithful, we will become a part of that blesse d
"Sun of Righteousness' which shall rise "with healing in
his wings ."—Mal. 4 : 2

The true followers of the Master—and the Lord knows
who these are—will share in every aspect of the future
kingdom work with him. They will serve as judges, kings ,
priests, ministers of reconciliation, and even in the awak-
ening of the dead world of mankind to life . What a gloriou s
prospect! The entire grand design of God for the blessin g
of all mankind is glorious . We have but briefly touche d
upon just a few of its main facets . As we so often sing in
that beautiful hymn, "Blessed Bible," God's Word is like a
mine which is deeper than any mortal can go and as we
keep searching there are always rich gems of truth to b e
found .

May 1972 be a year in which our hearts will often b e
made glad by the finding of these gems! They are not new
doctrines of the divine plan, for that plan is complete and
unchangeable, but there are precious thought gems to be
found in the Bible which help to enhance our appreciatio n
of the divine plan ; and may we be zealous Bible students ,
"rightly dividing the Word of truth," as we continue to
search the Scriptures . We can all do this! It is an impor-
tant aspect of our partnership in the Gospel .

There is much prophetic truth in the Bible, some of i t
associated with time, and much that is not . As to those
prophecies which have been definitely fulfilled in the past
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we can have a good measure of understanding. But the
world and the church continue to move across the pro-
phetic stage, and there is much that we can watch. But
let us be faithful watchers, rather than undertake to b e
prophets . We know what is happening today, but th e
events of tomorrow are only in dim outline in the Word .

The basic doctrines of the truth are so clearly set forth
that all of us understand them essentially alike . Concerning
the prophetic and other less clearly stated truths we are
bound to have differing viewpoints . But even these we
should be able to discuss in the spirit of love, and thus con-
tinue to help one another in a knowledge of the things of
God not so clearly revealed . This is another aspect of ou r
blessed partnership in the Gospel . And may we ever strive
to be more and more helpful to all our brethren in Christ ;
and may the great fundamentals of the truth continue to
inspire us to increasing zeal in our service of the Lord, th e
truth, and the brethren .

	

q

TALKING THINGS OVER

For Your Newspaper
To the left is a suggestion

for a small advertisement in
your local newspaper . This out-
line is designed for two inche s
in one column .

MARCH TOPIC : On Sunday,
March 19, "Frank and Ernest"
will discuss the topic, "The Las t
Days ." This will be an enlight-
ening discussion of the prophe-
cies, designed to give hope in
these days of world chaos. At-
tractive circulars will be avail -
able for announcing it, and
you are invited to send for as
many as you can use . Address
your request to, The Dawn,
East Rutherford, New Jersey
07073.
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EVOLUTION VERSU S
THE BIBL E

To be discussed by

FRANK and ERNEST
WAVE—970 kc .—8:15 A.M .

Sunday, February 2 0
Tune in this enlightening discus-
sion, and send for a free copy
of the booklet, "Creation ." Ad -
dress :

f

"FRANK and ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept. N . General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y . 10001



Encouraging Letters

Isolated Student s
Dear Brethren: Please accep t

our thanks for the recorde d
lectures and The Dawn maga-
zine . We are isolated, and th e
taped sermons and Dawn maga-
zine are somewhat like breth-
ren at our family Bible study .
How thankful we are that our
children have heard and be-
lieve the promises of God to
restore the earth to paradise ;
to restore life ; to end wars,
and create a new world where-
in dwells righteousness . Thank
you for continuing to proclaim
the good news of the kingdom
of Christ, which will fulfil al l
of God's promises to bless al l
the families of the earth .—Ohio

Welcome Visito r
Dear Brethren: Each mont h

I look for and receive The
Dawn magazine, that most wel-
come visitor God sends from
the Dawn . May God continue
to bless your labors of love and
good will to all, and for the
many splendid articles and
Bible helps which are so valu-
able and heart-warming.—Okla-
hom a

Grateful for Answers

Gentlemen : I very much en -
joy your question and answer
program, which reaches me
over radio here in Buffalo ,
N. Y. Many puzzling question s
are answered clearly and con -

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
FEBRUARY 3—"My son attend
to my Words; incline thine ear
unto My sayings. For they ar e
life unto those that find them ,
and health to all their flesh . "
—Proverbs 4 :20,22 (Z . ' 96-18 0
Hymn 315)
FEBRUARY 10—`Be thou an
example of the believers, in
word, in conversation, in chari-
ty, in spirit, in faith, in purity. "
—I Timothy 4:12 (Z . '95.25 1
Hymn 23 )
FEBRUARY 17—"Take My yoke
upon you, . . . for My yoke i s

60

easy, and My burden is light ."
—Matthew 11 :29, 30 (Z . '00-137
Hymn 279 )

FEBRUARY 24—"For what the
law could not do, in that it wa s
weak through the flesh, God ,
sending His own Son in the like-
ness of sinful flesh, and fo r
sin, condemned sin in the flesh :
that the righteousness of th e
law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit."—Roman s
8:3,4 (Z. '02-248 Hymn 295 )
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cisely, and must be beneficia l
to many, many people . Kindly
send me the booklet "Hope Be-
yond the Grave" and I shall be
so thankful . My beloved Chris-
tian husband died quite a few
years ago, but in faith I am
carrying on as a good Christia n
should, with the help of God .
—New York

Mind Is at Res t
Dear Friends : I do want to

thank you for The Dawn maga-
zine, and to say how gratefu l
I am that it has put my min d
at rest . So often I have though t
that I am not a good Christian ;
so often have failed and bee n
depressed . But since studyin g
The Dawn, and accepting its
teachings, I have found it to
be the most comforting, reason -
able, and clearest explanation

of Bible truths I have ever
heard . I have many friends wh o
say they want to believe as I
do, but just cannot, and when
they become depressed, and
fear they are condemned t o
eternal torment, I pass on t o
them your magazine. Could I
be supplied with some of your
tracts, please, particularly thos e
suitable for the bereaved . Thank
you so much. Yours sincerely.
—England

"It Is the Truth "
Dear Friends : Thank you so

much for sending me the book-
let . I really did enjoy it. I
know it is the truth, and thi s
is what we all need . God bles s
you all for bringing the truth
to people! Thank you.—Michi-
gan

Faithful Unto Death

On Saturday, December 15, Brother Claude R . Weida, Sr .
of Allentown, Pennsylvania, finished his earthly course .
Brother Weida was well known among the brethren fro m
coast to coast, having served in their ecclesias and at their
conventions for many years . He had been in the truth for
more than fifty years .

For the last number of years Brother and Sister Weid a
spent much time working at The Dawn, conducting th e
Recorded Lecture Service, and preparing tapes for th e
radio witness . He will be greatly missed by The Dawn
staff . In addition to Sister Weida, Brother Weida is sur-
vived by a daughter, Ruth, who lives in Washington, D. C .
and a son, Claude, Jr., who lives in Allentown. Our love
and prayers are extended to these .
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An Earlier Date

THE General Convention this year will be held at an early
date . Instead of the customary August date, it will begin
on July 15, and end July 20 ; and, as already announced, at
the new place, Western Kentucky University, in Bowlin g
Green, Kentucky. Begin now to make plans to attend . The
facilities at Bowling Green are excellent, and all the room s
air conditioned .

The Theme Text this year for the General Conventio n
will be I Thessalonians 1 :3—"Remembering without ceas-
ing your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience o f
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ ." This text is packed with
timely and vital truths, which, as discussed at the conven-
tion, will yield rich spiritual reward . Study the text your-
self, and be prepared for the feast that follows at Bowling
Green .

—oOo--

Again this year, through the co-operation of the con-
vention, special one-half rate will be available to the youn g
people who attend the entire convention, ages 2 throug h
18. This will be an excellent opportunity for these upcom-
ing Bible Students .

	

q
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Speakers' Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .

Their services are furnished free upon request. Address your request to Dawn

Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit will be arrange d

when possible .

G . M . JEUCK Grand Rapids, Mich . 16, 1 7

Baltimore,

	

Md . Feb .

	

13 Saginaw,

	

Mich . 1 8

Philadelphia,

	

Pa . 13 Detroit,

	

Mich . 20, 2 1

Pontiac,

	

Mich . 2 2

A. H . KRUMPOLT Chatham,

	

Ont. 2 3

Hartford,

	

Conn . Feb . 27 Toronto,

	

Ont . 2 4

Tonowanda,

	

N . Y . 2 5

M . C . MITCHELL Buffalo,

	

N .

	

Y. 2 7

Sayville, N . Y. Feb .

	

6 Rochester,

	

N .

	

Y . 2 8

GEORGE PASSIOS LEO POS T

New Haven, Conn . Feb .

	

6 New London, Conn . Feb . 20

E . K . PENROSE

Toledo,

	

Ohio Feb .

	

15

F . S. WASSMAN N

Allentown,

	

Pa . Feb . 20

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
C . A . CORNELL W . F . READE R

Mar . 19

	

Yeovil, 3 Hill Grove Ave .

	

Mar . 5Ipswich

E . T . NADA L
Newport

	

Mar . 25

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS 6 3



Conventions

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Feb . 6—260 1
Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs . C . R . New-
ham, 2601 Fillmore, St ., N. E .
COLUMBUS, OHIO, Feb. 13—N . W .
Gardens, Independence Hall, N . W .
Blvd . & N. Star Rd . Mrs . Lois Smith ,
4294 Ellery Drive .
SACRAMENTO, CALIF ., Feb. 19, 20
—Odd Fellows Hall, Ninth and K
Streets. Mrs . E. F. Lankford, 6000
19th Ave .
CINCINNATI, OHIO, Feb . 20—Broth-
erhood of Railway Clerks Bldg .,
Court and Vine Sts . Mr. Joh n
Slavich, 126 S . 22nd St., Richmond ,
Ind .
CHICAGO, ILL., Feb. 27—Masonic

Temple, 5352 W . Chicago Ave. Mr .
Arthur Jezuit, 140 Forest Glen Road ,
Wood Dale, Ill .
DETROIT, MICH ., Feb . 27—Northwes t
Branch YWCA, 25940 Grand River .
Mr. Daniel Kaziak, 17559 Annchesle r
Ave .
FRESNO, CALIF ., March 18, 19—2540
Floradora . Mrs . Judy Smith, 4648
N . Bonadelle .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Apr. 1, 2

COVINA, CALIF., Apr . 9

MIAMI, FLA., Apr. 8-10—Florida An-
nual Conventio n

SALEM, ORE ., Apri . 21-2 3

BOISE, IDA ., Apr . 29, 3 0

N IBIMI 11NJN1M 11R

1972 GENERAL CONVENTION

Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

July 15-20

Completely Air-Conditioned
Dorms

	

Auditorium

	

.

	

Cafeteria

THE MEMORIAL SUPPE R

The proper date for the Memorial Supper in 1972 i s
Tuesday evening, March 28 .
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -

five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g

text books on the Bible for our day .

Studies
in the
Scriptures

A THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGE S
CLOTH . 75 CENTS: PAPER, 50 CENT S

• THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH, 75 CENT S

i THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH, $1 .2 5

• THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH . $1 .2 5

® THE NEW CREATIO N
CLOTH . $1 .2 5

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073

Question Books for the Volumes;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH ;
VOLUMES 4-0 . 15 CENTS EAC H

CLOTH
BOUND . 50 0

Presents the significanc e
of the sacrificial services
of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day ;
ruled pages for birthda y
records .

SIX VOLUME S
OVER 3,000 PAGES
CLOTH BOUN D

$500 PER SET

• THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH . 75 CENTS



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH . . .

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor. 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24:14; Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23; Isaiah 35
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