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"BEHOLD YOUR KING "

"THE kings have had their day, it is said, but ther e
IS a King whose day is just beginning . " So reads th e
opening sentence in the 160-page book just off the press .
And the theme throughout this new publication is th e
relationship of the reign of this new King to present
world chaos and distress. The scope of its subject
matter is suggested by its chapter headings, which are :

"A Portrait of the King"
"Lower Than the Angels "
"The Intervening Age"
"In Like Manner "
"Times of Refreshing"
"The Sign in Heaven"

"Brightshining of His Presence"
"With a Mighty Hand "
"New Heavens and a New Earth"

Bound in maroon colored cloth and gold stamped ,
"Behold Your King" is priced at fifty cents ; twelve for
five dollars. The usual ecclesia discounts apply . You
will rejoice in the timely message of this book and wil l
want to pass it on to others, so order now .
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IN MATTHEW 2 :23 we read con-
cerning Jesus that "he came and dwel t
in a city called Nazareth : that it migh t
be fulfilled which was spoken by th :.s
prophets, He shall be called a Naza-
rene . " When Nathaniel learned that
Jesus was reported to have come from
this city, he asked, "Can there any
good thing come out of Nazareth? " A s
can be seen from the picture, there
are many modern buildings in Nazareth
today, but to those who accept Jesu s
as the Redeemer of mankind and th e
future King of earth, this city will
always be a hallowed place . Picture
by Adelbert Bartlett .
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Highlights of Dawn

Armageddo n

W
E STAND at Armageddon, and we battle for the Lord . "
When Theodore Roosevelt was candidate for the Presi-
dency of the United States he made this very meaningful

statement . Armageddon has always signified battles with which
the Lord is in some way associated . In a general way those who
are at all acquainted with the Bible think of the Battle of Armaged-
don as being a final and decisive struggle of the nations, a struggl e
from which God and his principles of righteousness will emerge
victorious . This is true; and undoubtedly the present chaotic stat e
of the world, and the distress of nations resulting from two globa l
wars in a generation, are the preliminary skirmishes, so to speak,
which are rapidly culminating in the final climax of that destructiv e
battle which the prophecies of the Bible call Armageddon .

Armageddon is a Hebrew word signifying the Hill of Megiddo ,
or the Mount of Destruction. Megiddo occupied a very marked
position on the southern edge of the Plain of Esdraelon, and it
commanded an important pass into the hill country. This locality
was the great battle ground of Palestine on which were fought many
of the famous battles of Old Testament history . This ancient battle
ground has recently come into prominence again because the chil-
dren of Israel once more are fighting their enemies on this ancien t
site. This time it is not the Amalekites, nor the Hittites, nor the
Jebusites, but the Arabs. The Jews are fighting to gain possession
of the land which God gave to their fathers, the land which ac-
cording to the promises of God, is yet to be theirs as an everlasting
possession .

However, while the due time has arrived for God 's promises
on behalf of his ancient people to be fulfilled, and while the presen t
struggle of the Jews is related to the future final climax of Arma-
geddon, the ancient traditions concerning this battle field are not
now being realized by the Jews because, for the moment, God i s
not fighting for his people as he did in the days of old . He wants
them to realize that the land is to be restored to them through th e
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exercise of his power, not by their use of military might .
It is the nature of the battles fought at Armageddon by th e

ancient Israelites that gives this name its prophetic significanc e
and importance . There was a great fact. concerning these battle s
that has not been true since with respect to the battles fought b y
any of the nations of the earth, which was that God took a hand in
them. When the Israelites were victorious it was because thei r
God had helped them, and when they were defeated it was because
God saw that they needed to be punished, or to learn a lesson o f
trust in him and not to depend upon their own strength .

It was at Armageddon that Gideon and his little army of three
hundred frightened and defeated the huge army of the Midianites .
In this instance the Israelites did practically no fighting . They
simply followed the strategy outlined for them by the Lord throug h
Gideon, and their enemies were frightened, and in their confusion
destroyed one another in their flight . In the prophecies concerning
the larger Armageddon struggle with which this present age will
end, we are informed that similarly God will turn every man' s
sword against his neighbor . In other words, the selfish nations of
the earth will destroy one another, and thus the way will b e
opened for the Lord to establish his rulership over the earth . Christ
will emerge victorious from that struggle and ultimately be recog-
nized as "King of kings, and Lord of lords."—Rev. 19:16

It was on the ancient Armageddon battle field that King Saul
was defeated by the Philistines . In this instance, God permitte d
his own people to be defeated because of their sin and that of their
wicked King Saul, who had been rejected by him. At this same
spot also, King Josiah was slain by Pharaoh-Necho in one of the
most disastrous conflicts in the history of Israel .

However, God did not always permit his people to be defeated
at Armageddon. When they were faithful to him he fought fo r
them and gave them victory over their enemies . So, whether in
defeat or in victory, God took a hand in the conflicts of his people
on that ancient field of Megiddo ; hence it has become typical of
the last great struggle of the nations which, in the providences o f
God, will result in the complete routing of all the forces of sin an d
unrighteousness, and from which will emerge the kingdom authorit y
of the divine Christ .

While the Scriptures use the term Armageddon only once ,
3
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which is in the 16th chapter of Revelation, they abound wit h
allusions to this prophetic struggle which brings the present evi l
world to an end . The Prophet Daniel describes it as "a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation . " (Dan. 12 :1)
Jesus referred to it as "great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, " and adds, "no, nor ever shall
be . " (Matt . 24: 21) In this same connection, Daniel declares tha t
God's representative, Michael (meaning Christ) , "shall stand up,
the great prince which standeth for the children of thy peopl e
[Israel] ." He will "stand up" for the salvation of God's people ,
for the rectification of error and wrong, for the establishment o f
righteousness and truth, to bring to the world of mankind the grea t
kingdom of God which has been preached from the days of Abra-
ham.

The Apostle Peter indicates that the antitypical Armageddon
is a great conflagration in which the present institutions of eart h
are swallowed up. (II Pet . 3: 7, 10) Elsewhere in the Scriptures
this devastating time of trouble is pictorially represented as a
storm, as a whirlwind, as a fire, to consume everything. In the
prophecy of Revelation pertaining to Armageddon, we are tol d
that in preparation for this final struggle of a selfish and dying worl d
the nations of earth are gathered, or united . The Prophecy of
Joel refers to the same assembling of the nations and describes it
as a gathering into the "valley of decision . " (Joel 3 :14) It i s
described as a warlike gathering in which the nations beat thei r
plowshares into swords, and their pruning hooks into spears— a
symbol of the manner in which the nations are even now divertin g
so much of the natural resources of the earth into the sinews o f
war. The verdict to be rendered in this valley of decision will b e
one of condemnation against all the selfish and sinful nations o f
earth; for the prophecies indicate that they all will be weighe d
in the balances and found wanting in those qualities of righteous-
ness which would make them suitable to participate as co-ruler s
with Jesus in his kingdom which is now so near .

The Jews will, according to the prophecies, be prominently
associated with the final phase of the great Armageddon struggle ;
for the Scriptures indicate that, before it occurs, this ancient people
of God apparently will be securely settled in their Promised Land ,
only to discover that a mighty armed force from the north, joine d
by satellite nations from elsewhere, have attacked them . It will be
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then, according to the prophecies, that God will fight for his peopl e
as he did in the days of old . It will be then that the miracle-work-
ing power of God will be demonstrated in the exercise of kingdom
authority over the Jews in Palestine and the Gentile nation s
throughout the whole earth. So, while the battle of Armageddon i s
not now being fought in Palestine, it is well to keep our eyes o n
what IS occurring there ; for prophecy is being fulfilled, and from
that Holy Land the holiness of the kingdom of Christ will soon b e
manifested for the blessing of all mankind with joy and everlastin g
life .

The Election in Ital y

1I
("HE much hailed election in Italy is over, and the Christian
Il Democrats are the winners . This was to be expected, al-

though there were fears on the part of millions that the Italian
people would vote themselves into the orbit of Communist influ-
ence. But to say that the Communists did not win the electio n
does not tell the whole story. They did poll a heavy vote . Mil-
lions of Italians voted the Communist ticket, thereby defying th e
Pope and indicating their willingness to get along without the food ,
which according to announcements of the United States govern-
ment would be withheld from the country under the Marshal l
Plan in the event the Communists won the election.

Traditionally, and in the very nature of things, Italy has bee n
a predominantly Catholic country for many centuries . When Pagan
Rome succumbed finally to the growing power of the church, Rom e
became the seat of the Holy Roman Empire . This title was estab-
lished in the days of King Charlemagne . Its significance is illus-
trated by a famous painting displayed in the Chapter House at
Florence, Italy . It shows the Emperor and the Pope seated side b y
side upon a throne, and descending from each by steps the variou s
offiers of the empire; on the Emperor 's side, generals, etc., and
on the Pope 's side, bishops, the clergy, etc .

The union of the church with the state .which constituted the
Holy Roman Empire continued to rule Italy until near the close of
the eighteenth century . It was then that Napoleon defied the Pop e
and made him a prisoner. The spell of sacerdotal rule was broken.
In September 1870, Victor Immanuel removed the remaining
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threads of temporal power possessed by the Pope, and he was made
a virtual prisoner in the Vatican. In an agreement with Mussolini,
the Pope was set free, and again he became a ruler, but his domai n
has been confined to Vatican City. Although an Italian, the Pop e
did not vote in the recent election for the reason that he consider s
his own dominion entirely separate from the Italian government .

Shortly after the last war, the ruling House of Savoy was vote d
out of power by the Italian people . This in itself was symbolic of
the far-reaching changes which are taking place in a country whic h
once, as we have seen, was the seat of the Holy Roman Empire .
Before this change beg n in any marked degree, Italy was con-
sidered to be a one hur_dred percent Christian country—Christian ,
that is, according to the viewpoint of the Catholic Church—an d
while the Christian Democratic party of Italy won the recent elec-
tion, we should not close our eyes to the fact that so many millions
of Italians are no longer obedient to the church and are willing t o
defy its threats of future punishment.

The people of Italy and of all Europe are caught in a perplexin g
web of circumstances . Long held in bondage by church-state
governments, they are now seeking their liberty . They will not
find the liberty they seek in Communism, although millions o f
them hope that they will. We can commend them for seeking a
better order of things than ruled Europe during the Dark Ages,
but should regret that they are being misguided into the belie f
that Communism will serve them any better, for they do not ye t
realize that a switch to Communism is merely a change from on e
form of totalitarianism to another .

The people of Europe as yet know little of true democracy .
What they are longing for is still beyond their reach, and not unti l
the kingdom of Christ is established will they find true peace and
satisfaction. Meanwhile, however, let us not be surprised to see a
continuation of the trend away from the church and from tradition .
The people of America should be particularly glad to see othe r
parts of the world veering away from church-state concepts o f
government.

When this form of government was first instituted in Europe ,
it was claimed to be the setting up of Christ 's kingdom, but now
we know that was a false claim . The holy wars, the Crusades,
the torture of alleged heretics, and other un-Christian acts per -
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petrated under the church-state systems which once ruled Europe,
and sanctioned by them, bear convincing testimony that Chris t
was not the real ruler of those nations. And it should be obvious,
we think, that before his real kingdom becomes manifest in th e
earth for the blessing of the people with peace and joy and life,
all counterfeit arrangements must be set aside and the people recog-
nize their true status.

Perhaps the most pressing problem in the world today is jus t
how the human race can best be governed. Practically the whole
world is in a state of flux and change . It is at this time, during
this transition period, the prophecies indicate, that divine power
will intervene to set up a real world government, even the kingdom
of Christ. It is for this government that all earnest Christians
continue to pray in those oft repeated words, "Thy kingdom come ,
thy will be done, in earth even as it is in heaven . "

Scientists Want Bombs Banne d
THE atomic scientists—those men of genius who, backed by the

government, produced the most deadly missiles of destructio n
ever used by man—have now petitioned the United Nations t o
declare a ten-year ban on the making of atomic bombs, by th e
United States and by all other nations. This is both good news
and bad news. It is good news, for it indicates that those who kno w
most about the destructiveness of atomic bombs are using their
influence to stop their manufacture, feeling that this is the only way
that the destruction of the human race can be prevented . It is bad
news because it gives point to what the whole world fears with
respect to the awfulness of the destruction which can and will be
wrought by atomic bombs if and when they are used on a world -
wide scale .

The scientists know what atomic bombs will do, and let us hop e
that their viewpoint will be given serious consideration by thos e
in a position to do something about it . It is sad to realize that
human wisdom and human behavior has brought the race to suc h
a crossroad of despair, but Jesus said it would be this way . He
predicted concerning these very times of world distress that unless
these days were shortened no flesh would be saved. Jesus assures
us, however, that divine intervention in the affairs of men will
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occur in time to prevent human selfishness and hate from goin g
its full limit. Then will follow a new era of righteousness and
peace controlled by the agencies of Christ 's kingdom, that kingdom
in which he will be the King of kings and Lord of lords .

Seen by Russian Churc h
llrHE Greek Catholic Church of Russia has apparently been suc-

cessful in reconciling the differences between the spiritual aims
and activities of the church and the completely materialistic basi s
of the Soviet Communist state. In an article by Archbishop Luca s
of the Greek Catholic Church in Russia, published recently in the
official organ of the church, he raises the question, "What is ou r
real attitude toward our [Soviet] government and our new stat e
system?" Answering this question the Archbishop writes :

"First, we, the Russian clergy, live in full peace with ou r
government . We have no reason for enmity toward the govern-
ment, because it gave the church full freedom and does not inter -
fere in its internal affairs. Of course we are completely alien t o
the materialism which constitutes the ideological basis of Com-
munism, but this does not prevent us from seeing all the good,
full of social truth, that the new state gave us, and we welcom e
it with a pure heart . "

The Archbishop advances his opinion that it is futile for the
American government to attempt to prevent the spread of Com-
munism by the use of atomic bombs . He says that the Russian
church is convinced that all attempts to halt Communism will fail .
Picturing the ultimate downfall of capitalism, he addresses wha t
he refers to as "those few Americans who are hoarding dollars wit h
trembling hands," and quotes the words of the Apostle Paul, "Fo r
the love of money is the root of all evil : which, while some covete d
after, they erred from the faith and pierced themselves throug h
with many sorrows."

The Greek church has certainly gone far off from its orthodo x
road in order to exist in the Communist state of Russia ; for, during
the Czarist regime, it was an official part of the government, th e
Czar himself being the civil head of the church . It was the typical
church-state setup, similar to that which originated in Rome after
the Roman Empire went through the transition from pagan to
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papal . The Protestant movement was successful enough to brea k
up the universality of the Romish church-state system of govern-
ment, but in most instances the Protestant churches of Europ e
joined hands with the state and proclaimed themselves as being a
part of Christendom, which means Christ's kingdom.

That these church-state systems did not constitute Christ ' s
kingdom has become evident through their downfall . But even
when church-state ideology was ruling Europe there were many
things about the system which to careful observers served as con-
vincing proof that God 's will was not being done on earth as it i s
in heaven, as will be the case when the true kingdom of Christ i s
ruling over the nations . For example, some of the bloodiest war s
of Europe were instigated and promoted by church-state govern-
ments. The cruel tortures of the Spanish Inquisition were inflicted
upon alleged heretics by a church-state government .

Conditions became so intolerable in Europe under the ruler -
ship of church-state governments that it became one of the inducin g
causes of the Founding Fathers of America fleeing to this country ,
where they could be free to worship and serve their God according
to the dictates of their own consciences . So it may well be that
when the Archbishop of the Greek Catholic Church in Russi a
praises the Soviet Government for the large measure of freedo m
the church enjoys in that country, he is comparing their positio n
with the historical records of the past .

To Keep the Record Straigh t
NN AN advertisement inserted in the public press by the Religious

Information Bureau of the Knights of Columbus, and reachin g
the entire nation, there appears the following statement :

"We know as a matter of historical fact that Christ did establis h
his church . . . . that he commissioned the Apostle Peter as it s
first head . . . . that he sent his apostles forth to teach men to ob-
serve all things he had commanded . We know from the New Testa-
ment that it [the church] was governed by the apostles under th e
leadership of Peter . "

Just to keep the record straight, we would like to call attentio n
to the fact that nowhere in the New Testament is there the slightes t
shred of evidence that Christ appointed Peter to be the first hea d
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of the church. The New Testament teaches definitely and un-
equivocally that the Head of the church is Jesus Christ himself ,
and no one else ever was, or ever shall occupy that position. Nor
is there any evidence whatever that Peter was the leader of th e
apostles . As a matter of fact, Peter himself was rebuked on on e
occasion by the Apostle Paul, and in his second epistle, third chap -
ter verses 15 and 16, Peter humbly acknowledges Paul 's depth of
understanding of the Gospel and of the prophecies . (Gal. 2:11-14)
The advertisement purports to explain why so many millions speak
of the Pope as the Holy Father, but wisely refrains from asserting
that Peter was ever called Holy Father . The advertisement truth-
fully states that Jesus instructed his apostles to teach the ob-
servance of all his commandments . One of those commandments
was that his disciples should call no man "father . " Let us all profit
by the suggestion of the Knights of Columbus ' advertisement b y
obeying this as well as the other commandments of Jesus .

Displaced Person s
THE problem of displaced persons is still a serious one, particu-

larly for the Jews . Recently General Joseph T. McNarney ,
former commander of American occupation forces in Germany ,
addressing the biennial convention of the American Jewish Con-
gress in New York City, said that he was in favor of admitting
these displaced persons into the United States . However, so far a s
most of the Jews in Europe are concerned—that those in the cate-
gory of displaced persons, and even those who are not—they hav e
their hearts set on finally making their home in Palestine . Through
the severe persecutions of the past years they have been made con-
scious of the fact that Palestine is indeed their Promised Land .
God has promised Palestine to the Jews, and ultimately they shal l
obtain it because God's promises are never broken, although the
promises of others concerning Palestine frequently have been
broken. Judge Rifkind, who also addressed the American Jewish
Congress, said :

"The position of the Jews in. most of Europe ranges today . from
grim to desperate . The flip-flop of the American government on
Palestine has substantially contributed to the worsening of thei r
condition . Palestine was a source of hope, and therefore a source
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of strength to these people . The American reversal has again de-
ferred that hope for the Jews . In the displaced persons centrs
that may well prove catastrophic."

In the 20th chapter of Ezekiel is found one of God 's promises
in which he gives assurance to the natural descendants of Abra-
ham that it is his intention that they shall be restored to the lan d
which he gave to their fathers. But in this prophecy it is als o
explained that first of all they would be uprooted from the coun-
tries in which they were domiciled and brought into a conditio n
which is described as the "wilderness of the people . "

This prophecy compares the experiences of the Jews today wit h
the time when their fathers were led out of the land of Egypt . They
were uprooted from Egypt with the objective of possessing th e
Promised Land, but first, due to their unbelief, they were allowed
to wander in the wilderness for forty years . So now again, they
are permitted to wander in the wilderness—not the wilderness of
Sinai, but what the prophet describes as the "wilderness of the
people"—that desolated and hate-infested part of the world whic h
is Europe. But ultimately, as in the days of old, the Jews wil l
enter the Promised Land, and the Lord assures us that this tim e
it will be to stay. They will be the first to receive the blessing s
of Christ's kingdom, but the influence and blessings of that kingdo m
will quickly spread to other countries and nations, for as th e
Prophet Isaiah tells us, "Of the increase of his government an d
peace there shall be no end . "—Isa. 9 : 7

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXT S
JUNE 3—"The heavens relate the glory
of God; and the expanse telleth of the
works of his hands. Day unto day ut-
tereth speech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge . There is no speech,
there are no words, their voice is not
heard. But their melody extendeth
through all the earth, and to the en d
of the world their words . "—Psalm 19 :
1-4 (Leeser) (Z . '95-121 . Hymn 283 )

JUNE 10-"Lord, teach us to pray. "—
Luke 11:1 (Z. '95-213 . Hymn 239)

JUNE 17—"Who may abide the day of
His coming? and who shall stand when
He appeareth? for He is like a re-
finer's fire, . . . . and He .shall sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver."—Malachi
3:2, 3 (Z . ' 96-45 . Hymn 171 )

JUNE 24—"If children, then heirs ; heir s
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; if
so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together . "—
Romans 8 :17 (Z . '96-151 . Hymn 300)
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Your Questions—Scripturally Answered

Daniel 2:34---"Thou sawest til l
that a stone was cut out without
hands, which smote the image upon
his feet that were of iron and clay,
and brake them to pieces ."

Is the stone smiting the image
now? If so, explain ; if not, when ?

THE second chapter of Daniel
gives the account of a dream b y
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon ,
and the Prophet Daniel 's inter-
pretation of the dream, through th e
inspiration of God. This chapter
has long been a favorite for Bible
discussion. That it contains grea t
and important truths all agree . We
believe that an understanding o f
this prophecy is of great assistanc e
in finding our location on the
stream of time ; for in verse 28 we
are told that the prophecy thu s
presented was to show "what shall
be in the latter days . "

The great image of this prophecy ,
with its head of gold, its breast and
arms of silver, its belly and thighs
of brass, its legs of iron, and it s
feet part iron and part of clay ,
represents Gentile dominion. We
believe that this dominion was for
a period of 2,520 years ; that it had
a definite starting point and there-
fore has a definite titi;e for com-
pletion . It z ._so appears reasonable
that as the Lead represents the be-
ginning of this time of Gentile
dominion, the smiting of the image
upon its feet represents the end o f
that dominion .

As to the one represented by th e
head of gold there can be no doubt

In verse 38, speaking of Kin g
Nebuchadnezzar, it specifically
states, "Thou art this head of gold ."
Thus we are told that Gentile do -
minion began with Nebuchadnez-
zar; not when he began his reign ,
but when the typical kingdom of
God passed away and the dominio n
of the whole world rested in Gen -
tile hands . This occurred when the
last king of Israel was dethrone d
in the year 606 B . C. Concerning
this event we read (Ezek. 21 :25 -
27) :

"And thou, profane wicke d
prince of Israel, whose day is come ,
when iniquity shall have an end .
Thus saith the Lord God ; Remove
the diadem, and take off the crown :
this shall not be the same : exal t
him that is low, and abase him
that is high . I will overturn, over -
turn, overturn, it : and it shall b e
no more, until he come whose right
it is ; and I will give it him . "

Even though Babylon existed as
a great power, and even though
Nebuchadnezzar was a great king
prior to this event, it was not until
Gentile dominion had been estab-
lished by the overthrow of th e
wicked king of Israel, Zedekiah ,
that the period of time represented
by the image began.

Daniel 2 :44 reads, "And in the
days of these kings shall the God
of heaven set up a kingdom, whic h
shall never be destroyed : and the
kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in piece s
and consume all these kingdoms ,
and it shall stand forever . " We
believe that this part of our proph -
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ecy teaches that the kingdom of
God will begin to be set up during
the "days of these kings," that is ,
while Gentile dominion still had
authority to continue. Our Lord
must be present before the end o f
Gentile dominion to accomplish
this preliminary work.

The stone that smote the imag e
on the feet might well represen t
the power and the authority of th e
kingdom of God . For as the ston e
was "cut out without hands," so
the power and the authority of th e
kingdom is God's through his be -
loved Son, and does not belong to
man. We believe that the divine
lease for Gentile dominion came
to an end in 1914 and that then
the image was smitten . The events
beginning with World War I an d
since verify this . The crumbling
and removing of the image, while
sudden by comparison with the
2,520 years of the Gentile lease .
nevertheless is spread over a
transition period : First the imag e
was smitten, then it was broke n
in pieces, then it was ground and
became as chaff, then it was blow n
away, and then the little ston e
grew until it filled the whole earth .

Since 1914 when the first Worl d
War burst in all its fury, we have
seen the kings of earth diminish in
both numbers and authority ; we
have seen strong nations broken
to pieces ; in short, we have seen
the work of eviction going on
apace; and from this prophecy .
also, we know that the time wil l
soon be here when the rulership
of sinful man will have perished
from the earth . The power and
the authority of the kingdom of
God then will grow until it fills the
whole earth, "and it shall stand

forever ."—Daniel 2 :44

SPIRITS IN PRISON

I Peter 3 :18, 19--"For Christ. also
hath once suffered for sins, t 1'e
just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God, being put to deat h
in the flesh, but quickened by th e
Spirit: by which also he went and
preached unto the spirits in prison . "

To me this text proves that ma n
is conscious after death, and ca n
be preached to, for Christ did jus t
that. Please try to harmonize your
unorthodox views concerning death
with this plain statement of Scrip-
ture .

CERTAINLY we make no ex-
cuse for being unorthodox. Many
orthodox views are in disagree-
ment with one another . As long
as they cannot agree among them -
selves, they cannot blame us for
not agreeing with them . Our effort
is to study the Word of God, to
find the truth, regardless of all
creeds or human theories . Our
study does not lead us to the con-
clusion reached by our questioner .
We do not believe that the tex t
quoted above proves that man is
conscious after death ; in fact we
do not think that humanity is re-
ferred to at all, but rather, "the
spirits in prison . "

But who are these "spirits in
prison," and how are they preache d
unto? Had the one sending in thi s
request read one more verse it
might have helped him in learn-
ing who was preached to . Verse 20
reads, "Which sometime were dis-
obedient, when once the longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days
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of Noah, while the ark was a pre-
paring, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water ." Who
were these disobedient ones before
the flood? If we can determine
who they were we will know to
whom our text refers, and to whom
Christ preached .

All Bible students now agree that
spirit beings existed in the court s
of heaven before man was create d
on the earth. The record is that
some of these sang for joy whe n
the foundations of the earth wer e
laid . (Job 38:4-7) Not all of them
remained obedient to God. Some
followed Satan in rebellion . The
6th chapter of Genesis describe s
how some of these sons of God
materialized and lived on the earth .

The Apostle Jude speaks of these
as follows (vs . 6), "And the angels
which kept not their first estate ,
but left their own habitation, h e
hath. reserved in everlasting chain s
under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day." II Peter 2 :4, 5
refers to the same ones . A study
of the foregoing texts convinces u s
that these disobedient angels wer e
"the spirits in prison" to whom

• Christ preached, and has no refer-
ence to any of humanity bein g
conscious after death. The Bible
is harmonious when rightly under-
stood.

The Master's course of action
was a wonderful object lesson t o
these disobedient ones . Satan' s
course of rebellion, in which the y
had concurred, had not brough t
them the dominion which they
sought . Christ, on the other hand,
had been obedient to the divine
purpose. He had been faithful in
all things. When his path led to
Calvary and death, some might

have thought that after all obedi-
ence lacked its reward . But when
he was raised from the dead by
the power of the Father the re -
ward of obedience was manifest to
all .

Now, how did Christ preach
unto the spirits in prison? When
we read the text again we see tha t
Christ, by actions, which "speak
louder than words," preached an
object lesson which was a spectacl e
to both men and angels ; he died
the Just for the unjust ; he was
put to death flesh . His flesh he
gave for the life of the world.
(John 6 :51) But he was quick-
ened; he was made alive ; he was
resurrected from the dead. He
became the first to break the band s
of death. He proved that obedi-
ence to God is the basis of eternal
life . "By which also he ['went
and,' is used much in the same way
as it is sometimes said, `a person
went and did' something or other .
See Emphatic Diaglott] preached
unto the spirits in prison. " His
life, death, and resurrection were
a sermon to them, telling of the
reward for faithfulness .

JUSTICE AND JUSTIFICATION

Romans 3 :26—"To declare, I say,
at this time his righteousness: that
he might be just, and the justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus . "

Please explain the relationship
between divine justice and the
justifying of the believer. You
have alluded to this text many
times, but I somehow fail to see
the lesson .

A CORRECT understanding o f
the teaching of this text, we be-
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lieve, will lead to a proper grasp
of the important doctrine of th e
ransom; for it is through the ran-
som of Jesus Christ that we are
reconciled to God. Father Adam
was created upright, in the divin e
image, perfect . Through disobedi-
ence he was found unworthy o f
life . He justly merited the divine
sentence, "Dying thou shalt die . "
(Gen. 2:17, margin) We are all
Adam's posterity. As his children
we are a fallen race . Mentally,
morally, physically, we have al l
inherited frailties and imperfec-
tions . The apostle explains the
whole thing in these words (Rom.
5:12), "Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and
death by sin ; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all hav e
sinned . "

The Bible proposition is that
the death sentence is against every
member of the race. Divine jus-
tice cannot release any of the rac e
from the sentence of death until it
has been justly satisfied . This is
the universal testimony of the en-
tire Bible. One imperfect huma n
being cannot redeem anyone, nor
can he give to God a ransom even
for himself . A perfect man had
transgressed the divine law ; only
a perfect man can be his redeemer .
Divine justice could not accept less
than a perfect man, nor could i t
demand more . "For since by man
came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead ." (I Cor .
15:21) That is why Jesus wa s
made a little lower than the angels ;
to be man's redeemer he had to
be a perfect man . (Heb. 2:9) Di-
vine justice says, "A life for a
life . " This principle of justice can-
not be violated.

When Jesus presented himself a t
Jordan, he was a perfect man—his
human life was the equivalent of
the first man Adam. But the ran-
som was not complete then, for al -
though the Father there accepte d
him, and evidenced his acceptanc e
by giving him the Holy Spirit, th e
sacrifice of his life was not com-
pletely finished until after thre e
and a half years of ministry he
died upon the . cross. Had Christ
not been raised from the dead, no
resurrection of the human family
could have been hoped for, as w e
would have no proof that his sac-
rifice was accepted, for, says the
apostle, "If Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in
your sins. Then they also which
are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
ished."--I Cor. 15 :17, 18

But Christ WAS raised from the
dead . He had been begotten of the
Spirit at Jordan, and in the resur-
rection he was raised a spirit - be-
ing. He had never forfeited his
perfect human life through sin or
disobedience, and therefore he no w
had the price to satisfy the penalty
exacted from Adam. The record
is, "For Christ is not entered into
the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true ;
but into heaven itself, now to ap-
pear in the presence of God for
us." (Heb. 9 :24) He has presented
the merit of a perfect human life,
unforfeited, for "us," the conse-
crated believers of the Gospel age .
Because of' this great transaction,
God's love. has provided the satis-
faction for the penalty of death .

God is just, his immutable Word
has not changed, but a ransom-ha s
been provided, and "a new and

(Please turn to page 57 )
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Elect and Sanctifie d
"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through

sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ."—I PETER 1: 2

HEN James stood up before the council of brethren a t
Jerusalem to sum up the findings of that group of co n
secrated followers of Jesus relative to the position o f

Gentiles in the Gospel church, he included in his remarks the state-
ment, "Known unto God are all his works from the beginning o f
the world . " (Acts 15 : 18) This indicates that every feature of the di-
vine plan has been working out according to a divinely fixed pur-
pose, and that those who would be co-workers with God in his pla n
must of necessity conform to all its requirements . In our text the
Apostle Peter, addressing the church made up of both Jews and Gen-
tiles, describes its members as being "elect according to the fore -
knowledge of God the Father ."

How does God's foreknowledge operate with respect to th e
various members of The Christ company? Has he arbitrarily chose n
them in advance as individuals, and apart from any qualification s
which they may possess? The Scriptures do not so indicate . Jesus ,
the Head of the church, was of course chosen as an individual t o
fill the position which he occupies in God 's plan; but even with
him, God 's election was not so arbitrary that the Master would
have gained the position to which he had been elected, had h e
failed to qualify under test. The Apostle Paul was chosen from hi s
mother 's womb, but in his case, even as with Jesus, the Heavenl y
Father exercised his ability to know in advance that Paul woul d
possess certain qualifications which would be needed in order to
fill the place in the divine plan for which he was chosen, and tha t
his heart qualities would assure his obedience to the Father's will.
Thus we see that even with the"e two outstanding personalitie s
the Head of the church, and the great Apostle to the Gentile s
although God chose them in advance, it was not irrespective of thei r
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qualifications . And there is no indication in the Scriptures that
others of the church have been selected in advance as individuals
even in this limited sense. God has the ability to do this if he
wished, and without in any way interfering with the individual ' s
free choice in the matter, for he can foreknow what a person will do
without the necessity of controlling his actions .

Conformed to His Image
What, then, does Peter mean by the "foreknowledge of God"

by which the followers of the Master are made of the "elect" ?
Paul answers that question, saying, "For whom he did foreknow ,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son ,
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren . " (Rom.
8:29) To phrase this in our own words it means that if we wish
to be among those who are elected in harmony with the condition s
of God's foreknowledge we will need to become copies of God's
dear Son, for it has been divinely predestinated that only such can
be counted in as among the "many brethren " of the firstborn class .
How many of the individuals in this class God may have chose n
in advance because he knew that when given the opportunity they
would meet his predestinated conditions is quite unimportant. The
really important consideration is that we become conformed to th e
image of his Son . Even Paul, who was chosen as an individual,
wrote of the necessity he had to keep his body under and bring i t
into subjection, lest, after having preached to others, he himsel f
might become a castaway .—I Cor. 9 :27

Through Sanctification
Sanctification is a setting apart to God and to his service . Our

part therein is the consecration of ourselves to do his will, a dedi-
cation of all our time, strength, and means to the holy purpose o f
God. It is the giving up of our own will and accepting God's will
as the supreme arbiter of our lives . The act of consecration, when
we pour out our hearts to God and say, "Take me and do with me
as thou wilt," is but the beginning of sanctification, the expressio n
of our desire to be sanctified or set apart to the doing of God's will .

From the time this first important step toward sanctification i s
taken, God begins to work in us, and if our consecration was genu-
ine we begin to co-labor with God . Paul speaks of it as working
out our salvation as God works in us to will and to do of his goo d
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pleasure. (Phil . 2:12, 13) In our text Peter speaks of God's part
as "sanctification of the Spirit, " meaning that God works in us t o
bring about our sanctification through the influence of his Holy
Spirit . One of the definitions Jesus gave of the power of God which
works in us as Christians was the "Holy Spirit of truth ." It is the
power or influence of God's mind, his thoughts, over our lives, an d
his thoughts reach us through the written Word .

Jesus prayed to his Heavenly Father on behalf of his followers ,
saying, "Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy Word is truth . "
(John 17:17) The entire Word of God is a work of the Hol y

Spirit, hence its influence in our lives is the sanctifying work of the
Holy Spirit even as it is also the power of the Word that is workin g
in us and by which we are sanctified . Jesus said, "For their sake s
I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth." (John 17 : 19) Jesus had never been a sinner, so sancti-
fication does not mean a turning from sin to righteousness, but
rather, as we have seen, a setting apart to God and to the doing o f
his will, and in the Master's whole life we have a wonderful ex -
ample of what our own sanctification must be.

Jesus said, "For their sakes" I sanctify myself . Jesus was
sanctified through the Spirit, or by the Word of truth, even as w e
are. And his sanctification began at the time of his consecratio n
even as ours does. It was then that Jesus, in his consecration, ex-
pressed his desire to do all that was written of him in the "volum e
of the Book." (Heb. 10:7-9) It was in carrying out this consecra-
tion that his sanctification was accomplished. It was in the "volume
of the Book " that Jesus found the complete expression of God's will
for him, and that will was that he should lay down his life in sacri-
fice for his church and for the whole world . Thus his sanctification
was for the sake of his church, because it led him to sacrifice hi s
life for them.

And in another way also Jesus' sanctification was for our sak e
—it serves as an example . This is very important, for the making
of our calling and election sure depends upon being conforme d
to his image. We are guided by the same word of truth, the same
"Book," that revealed the Heavenly Father 's will to Jesus, hence
sanctification means the same to us as it did to him. And what are
some of the elements of sanctification as we see them exemplified i n
Jesus? First of all we should take note of his obedience to his
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Heavenly Father . He continued to emphasize that his words and
his works were not his own but his Father's—"I delight to do thy
will, 0 my God."—Psalm 40 : 8

"Unto Obedience"
In our text the apostle speaks of the principle of obedience ,

indicating that it is the basic principle of sanctification— "through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience ." This suggests that as
our sanctification is accomplished it will be manifested in our un-
qualified obedience to the divine will. It was because of Jesus'
unqualified obedience to his Heavenly Father that he could say,
"I and my Father are one"—that is, I have the same purpose as
my Father, I have no will but to do his will .—John 10:30

And it was this fulness of sanctification which the Maste r
sought in his followers. To this end he prayed : "That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us : that the world may believe that thou halt sent
me." (John 17:21) It is the absolute obedience to the divin e
will which makes us one with the Heavenly Father as Jesus was
at one with him, to which complete sanctification leads. This is
the exacting condition upon which we may hope to be among th e
elect of God—elect according to his predestinated condition tha t
each one in this class was to be conformed to the image of his Son .

Evidences of Sanctification
The only perfect example of a sanctified life which we have t o

guide us is that of Jesus . Even the great Apostle Paul admonishe d
us to follow him only to the extent that he followed the Master.
And inasmuch as the will of God expressed through his Word i s
the same for us as it was for Jesus, and we are to be conforme d
to his image, it is highly important that we look unto him and b e
guided by the perfect example of his wholly sanctified life .

Jesus possessed a perfectly balanced character. He was pa-
tient, longsuffering, gentle, and kind . At the same time he was
resolute and firm in his stand for truth and righteousness . These
are all godlike characteristics, and will abound in every sanctifie d
life . In themselves, however, they are not necessarily evidences o f
sanctification, for sanctification is much more than righteous ele-
ments of character . When God created our first parents he im-
planted in them his image, and despite six thousand years of a
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downward trend from original holiness, frequently a great deal of
the original godlikeness is still to be found . Noble men and women
are to be found in all walks of life—not that they are sanctified,
nor that they are filled with the Spirit of God as it emanates fro m
his Word, but simply because traces of his image remain in the m
despite the fall .

But in the life of the consecrated Christian these noble qualitie s
are augmented by the infilling of God's Spirit, hence should becom e
dominant, and more manifest . In the case of Jesus there was not
a single trace of imperfection or sin to mar their beauty . He was
"holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners ." (Heb. 7:26)
Because of this he was able to say to his disciples, "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father"—that is, the righteous qualities o f
the Heavenly Father 's character were fully displayed in the lif e
of his beloved Son.—John 14 : 9

But in addition to his righteous character, Jesus ' sanctification
was a setting apart of his life, his being, to carry out the divin e
will for him with respect to his Father 's plan of salvation for the
lost race, and this phase of his sanctification required much more ,
than living a righteous life . Fundamentally God's will for Jesus
was that first of all he was to die as man's Redeemer. But in the
laying down of his life he was to be a servant, a co-worker with
God with respect to various details of his plan . He was to lay
the foundation for the Gospel church by the selection and trainin g
of the apostles . He was to bear witness to the truth amidst the
crooked and perverse generation of his day . And it was by his
preaching of unpopular truth and exposing popular error that he
incurred the enmity of the religious rulers of his day, an enmit y
which finally resulted in his death .

And our sanctification calls for the same kind of service . We,
too, like the Master, are called upon to lay down our lives in sacri-
fice. In fact, God's will for us in this respect is identical to what it
was for the Master, so much so that Paul speaks of our bein g
"planted together in the likeness of his death." (Rom. 6:5) In
laying down our lives in sacrifice, we too serve the brethren . Jesus
served his immediate brethren, the disciples of his day, and w e
serve one another, building one another up in our most holy faith .

We too are commissioned to bear witness to the truth—com-
missioned by the Holy Spirit, hence activity in the work of witness -
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ing is a necessary part of a sanctified life . This is not a matter
which our Heavenly Father has left optional with us, nor is it rela-
tively unimportant . If our consecration to do God's will was genu-
ine, then every expression of his will should be considered as a
command, a mandate which leaves us no alternative but to obey .
And if we are truly emptied of self, and the influence of God's Holy
Spirit is unobstructed in our lives, then we will delight in ever y
phase of the divine will, even as Jesus did .

The Foretold Sufferings
Peter's reference in our text to "sanctification of the Spirit "

is in a sense a statement of the theme of his epistle . In the 11th
verse of the opening chapter he speaks of the "Spirit" which
through the prophets testified beforehand concerning the suffering s
of Christ and the glory that should follow . Time and again through-
out the epistle he makes it clear that the church participates in
those foretold sufferings, as well as in the promised glory. He
writes, for example, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing hap-
pened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings ; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye ma y
be glad also with exceeding joy. "—I Pet . 4:12, 13

In this manner also, then, is emphasized that "sanctification
of the Spirit" means the same for us as it did for Jesus ; and for him
it meant first suffering and death, and then the glory which fol-
lowed. In our text these two objectives of sanctification are alluded
to in the expression, "Unto obedience and the sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ . " First we are sanctified unto obedience ;
that is, the sanctification of the Spirit leads to obedience, and our
obedience to the mandate of the Holy Spirit expressed through th e
Word leads to death.

The Blood of Sprinklin g

It is interesting to note that according to our text "sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit" is said to be "unto" a "sprinkling of the blood of
Jesus Christ, " and not by that sprinkling. True, our standing with
the Heavenly Father is only by virtue of the blood of Jesus Christ ,
but the construction of this particular text indicates that the refer-
ence is to a future sprinkling of the blood, and that it is for this
work of sprinkling that we are now being sanctified or set apart to
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divine service.
Here is a future work of sprinkling the blood of Jesus Christ .

It is referred to in Hebrews 12 :24. The apostle is enumerating the
many glorious things to which we of the Gospel church are ap-
proaching, and among them he mentions, "To Jesus the mediator of
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaket h
better things than that of Abel . " All the body members of The
Christ, those who suffer and die with him, are "ministers of recon-
ciliation, " and together they will share in the glory of Jesus '
mediatorship of the New Covenant . (II Cor . 5:18) They are de-
scribed by the apostle as "able ministers " of that covenant .—II Cor .
3 :6

Part of the ministry of that covenant is one of sacrifice, and
it is this phase of the ministry in which the truly sanctified follow-
ers of the Master participate while they lay down their lives sac-
rificially, being planted together iri the likeness of his death. But
there is a future ministry of glory that follows the work of sacrifice .
That will be at the inauguration of the New Covenant with the
"house of Israel and with the house of Judah, " and through them
with the whole world of mankind . This glorious work was typifie d
by the mediating of the Law Covenant by Moses, and in connection
with that mediatorial work there was a sprinkling of blood .—
Heb. 9:19

Prior to the inauguration of the old Law Covenant by Moses,
he did a work of sacrifice. Oxen were slain, and part of their
blood was sprinkled upon the altar of sacrifice, and the remainder
was poured into basins. The Hebrew word translated "basins" has
more the thought in the English of a goblet, or cup . It was from
these vessels that the blood was sprinkled upon the people when
the Law Covenant was made with them . See Exodus 24 :4-8 .

We have in this a beautiful picture of the manner in which th e
sanctified of the Gospel age will participate in the future sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ. Part of the blood which Moses ob-
tained from slaying the oxen was poured upon the altar . Here
is illustrated the manner in which our sacrifice is made acceptable
to God. But the , other half of the same blood was to be held fo r
another purpose, which was that of sprinkling "both the book an d
all the people" as a means of sealing the Law Covenant . This blood
was put into basins .

22



THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

We think it is reasonable to conclude that these vessels were
typical of the many members of Christ 's mystical body, those who
are now being "sanctified unto obedience and the sprinkling of th e
blood of Jesus Christ." Those typical cups had no blood of thei r
own. They had to be filled with the blood of the oxen which Mose s
slew. So we have no blood, no life—"The blood is the life thereof"
—of our own . The life we now live is by faith in Jesus Christ, faith
in his blood. It is only if we think of Christ 's blood becoming ours
that we can speak of having any blood of our own . We add nothin g
to the merit of his sacrifice .

But if our sanctification is complete, if it leads to full harmon y
with God, to absolute oneness with him and with Jesus, we wil l
become the channels through which Christ 's blood, his life, wil l
flow out to the people in the next age. Concerning the church
class the Lord said, "And I will preserve thee, and give thee for a
covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inheri t
the desolate heritages." (Isa. 49: 8) This simply means that the
Lord will use his sanctified people of this age, Jesus and his church,
as the instruments for establishing a covenant—the New Covenan t
—with Israel and the people at the beginning of the restitution age .

So it is clear, we think, that the apostle 's expression, "Unto
. . . . the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ," is his way o f
explaining the great objective of our sanctification, that we ar e
being set apart, not merely for the service of the Lord now, bu t
more particularly for that glorious service of the future, tha t
service of God through which his promises to bless all the families
of the earth will be fulfilled. This will be the glory feature of our
ministry of the New Covenant, and what a blessed prospect it is !

When we see the wide scope of God 's purpose in and through
the church, the word "elect" does not convey the same restricte d
meaning as it has to many in the past. It is not that God elects
some and torments others, or even ignores others ; but rather that
the elect are chosen to be channels of blessing for all. And when
we realize this, what an incentive it should be to strive to meet
the foreordained qualification of the elect ; namely, to be con-
formed to the image of God's dear Son! .

There is but the one way in which this can be done, and tha t
is by being emptied of self and being filled with the Holy Spirit .
This cannot be accomplished in a moment . It is the work of a
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lifetime. But if we are yielding to the influences of the Spirit, we
should daily find ourselves rejoicing more and more in the will o f
God, even though his will at times may mean our loss of earthl y
blessings of one kind or another. We should find that as earthly
blessings vanish our heavenly joys increase, and that the joy which
is set before us is furnishing inspiration to continue on faithfully in
the way of sacrifice, assured that if we endure to the end we will
share Christ 's glory, and together with him have the privilege o f
imparting the blessings of life to all the willing and obedient o f
mankind. Surely the prospect is glorious !

What Have We Done Today?

We shall do so much in the years to come ,
But what have we done today ?
We shall give our gold in a princely sum ,
But what did we give today ?
We shall lift the heart and dry the tear ,
We shall plant a hope in the place of fear,
We shall speak the words of love and cheer ,
But what did we speak today?

We shall be so kind in the a f terwhile ,
But what have we been today?
We shall bring each lonely life a smile,
But what have we brought today?.
We shall give to truth a grander birth
And to steadfast faith a deeper 'worth,
We shall feed the hungry souls of earth,
But whom have we fed today?

We shall reap such joys in the by and by,
But what have we sown today ?
We shall build us mansions in the sky,
But what have we built today ?
'Tis sweet in the idle dreams to bask
But here and now do we do our task ?
Yes, this is the thing our soul must ask,
"What have we done today?"



"Songs in the Night "

JUNE 1

And he [Abraham] removed from
thence unto a mountain on the east o f
Bethel, and pitched his tent, . . . and
there he builded an altar unto th e
Lord, and called upon the name of the
Lord .—Genesis 12 : 8

IT WAS doubtless to be free from
the immoral influences of the Canaan-
ites, and to have his people separate d
from these, that Abraham removed
subsequently to the mountainous coun-
try near Bethel . There he establishe d
his home, there he reared an altar to
the Lord and prayed. Would that each
head of a family were thus careful to
look out for the interests of those under
his charge, that these interests should
be advantageous to their welfare every-
where! Would that more could realize
how indispensable it is to have an altar
to the Lord in their home, where the
prayer incense would ascend to the Fa-
ther through the merit of the Re-
deemer.—Z ' 07-3936 (Hymn 153 )

JUNE 2

The God of all grace, who hath calle d
us unto his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after ye have suffered a while,
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen ,
settle you .—I Peter 5:1 0

WHOEVER truly loves righteousness
must in the same proportion hat e
iniquity. But this is only the result o f
fixed character, and time and experi-
ence and many lessons from the Wor d
of God and from the book of experience
are necessary before character becomes
so settled, so crystallized, that it is fixed
and unwavering in its loyalty to right-
eousness. It is for this reason that the
Lord has hedged up the way of hi s
people during this Gospel age, and
made the way of life, the way to the
kingdom, a "narrow" one, full of dif-
ficulties, full of trials, which thereby
become tests, and sift out those who

do not develop the character which
the Lord approves, and for which he
promises a share with Christ in his
kingdom.—Z ' 10-4663 (Hymn 45)

JUNE 3
Pray without ceasing. I Thessa-

lonians 5 :17

OUR Lord evidently was always i n
that prayerful attitude of heart whic h
was filled with thankfulness to the Fa-
ther in respect to all of life's affairs ,
which recognized hit guardian care,
which trusted him, confided in him and
in every distressing circumstance looked
to him to overrule and to cause all
experiences to work for good . But our
Lord's constant attitude of prayer with-
out ceasing did not hinder his more
particular devotions when he turne d
aside from the affairs of life to speak
to the Father in secretsometimes
briefly and sometimes spending a whol e
night in prayer in the mountain soli-
tude .—Z '05-3551 (Hymn 321 )

JUNE 4

He that is greatest among you shal l
be your servant. —Matthew 23 :1 1

THE place that we occupy in the
kingdom will depend much upon the
extent to which we become ministers,
or servants. And if we simply try to
get as much as possible out of other s
and to give as little as possible, we
shall not be such characters as the
Lord is seeking for ridership in the
kingdom; in fact, we would not gain
the kingdom at all. He is seeking a
very- choice class . The class will all
be servants, willing and glad to serve ,
esteeming it a great privilege to la y
down their lives in the service of the
brethren, to the extent of their ability
and opportunity ; for the service of the
brethren is the service of God, to whom
they have rendered themselves in con-
secration, to whom they have professe d
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to devote their lives .—Z '15-5786 (Hymn
8)

JUNE 5

Behold, to obey is better than sacri-
fice.—I Samuel 15 :22

THOSE who give surest evidence of
living nearest the Lord well know that
obedience to the Lord' s words, together
with the privilege thus obtained of
abiding in him and his love, is the
greatest joy, a joy which wholly out-
weighs all the trifling pleasures whic h
the world has to offer . It is the jo y
and peace which "passeth all under -
standing," which rules in the heart ,
and which brings with it the promise ,
the assurance, not only of the lif e
which now is, but also of that whic h
is to come.—Z ' 12-5082 (Hymn 177 )

JUNE 6

When thou vowest a vow unto God ,
defer not to pay it.—Ecclesiastes 5 : 4

WHOEVER has not seen his need o f
making resolutions, making vows to
the Lord, has not recognized the firs t
principle of Christian development . He
who finds from the enemy's attack
where his wall is weakest, and who
then repairs the weak places as quickly
as ascertained, does so by resolution t o
the Lord—by vows . He who has not
discovered any weaknesses in his char-
acter is duly blind and "cannot see afar
off." He who has not attempted t o
correct his weaknesses by resolution s
to the Lord, vows to the . Lord, has not
begun that character development
which must be completed before he can
be pronounced an overcomer .—Z ' 09 -
4348 (Hymn 192)

JUNE 7

Let us consider one another . . . . not
forsaking the assembling of ourselve s
together, as the manner of some is.—
Hebrews 10:24, 25

NONE of us is so strong in the new
nature that he can disregard the fellow -
ship of kindreds minds. But even if
we did feel sufficiently strong for our-

selves, the spirit of love in us should
so control that we would delight to
meet with "the brethren" for their
sakes, if we ourselves received no
benefit therefrom. But we are more
or less like coals of fire, which, if
separated, will tend to cool rapidly ,
but which, if brought together, will
tend to increase in fervency the entir e
mass. Our Lord has encouraged his
people to seek one another's fellow-
ship for companionship in the study
of his Word, and in prayer, pronouncin g
special blessings upon the meeting o f
his people together, even if so few as
only two or three.—Z '07-4077 (Hymn
329)

JUNE 8

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee :
bind them about thy neck ; write them
upon the table of thine heart .—Proverb s
3 :3

WE MUST attain to that condition o f
heart where we shall love truth and
righteousness, and where we shall hate
iniquity and unrighteousness. As the
people of God, we have the first oppor-
tunity now to develop these traits . And
the Lord tells us that if we prove faith-
ful in learning our lessons, it is his in-
tention to use us during the millennial
reign, his intention to make us judge s
of the world—its rulers, teachers .—Z
'13-5309 (Hymn 21)

JUNE 9

Behold, He that keepeth Israel shal l
neither slumber nor sleep.—Psahn 121 :4

THINK for a moment of the memory
that never fails ; of the judgment that
never errs ; of the wisdom that plan s
for eternity without the possibility o f
failure, and that times that plan with
unerring precision for the ages to
come; of the power and skill which
can harness even every opposing ele-
ment, animate or inanimate, and mak e
them all work together for the ac-
complishment of his grand designs ; o f
the tireless vigilance that never ceases ,
nor seeks relief the pressing cares o f
universal dominion—whose eye never
sleeps, whose ear is ever open, and wh o
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is ever cognizant of all the necessities,
and active in all the interests of hi s
broad domains .—Z '93-1560 (Hymn 293)

JUNE 10

Be filled with the Spirit ; speaking t o
yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord.—
Ephesians 5 :18, 1 9

THE Spirit of Christ . . . is the Spirit
of love and of a sound mind, whose
healthful tendency is to illuminate th e
understanding and to invigorate every
noble faculty of the soul . The effect
of such spiritual invigoration and il-
lumination is that of joy and peace an d
praise ; and when two or three such mee t
their hearts naturally flow together ; and
while they make melody in their heart s
together to the Lord, they often de-
light to express themselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, and i n
prayers of thanksgiving to God th e
Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ . —Z '93-1489 (Hymn 19)

JUNE 11

A new commandment I give unto
you, That ye love one another; as I
have loved you, that ye also love on e
another.—John 13 :3 4

AT FIRST someone might say, "T o
sacrifice will be a very easy matter
when it is done in the interests of the
brethren, more so than if done for the
world ." However, experience shows
that many of God ' s dear people, striv-
ing to keep the first two command-
ments, find it easier to sacrifice time,
influence, and strength in the service
of the world than in the service of the
brethren . Somehow we are inclined
to expect more from the brethren than
from others, and inclined to make less
allowance for weaknesses in the breth-
ren than in others . There seems to
be no condition in which God's people
are more tried as respects their spirit-
ual graces than by one another, with
one another. It is not merely theory ;
it proves itself out.—Z ' 16-5947 (Hymn
107)

JUNE 12

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself .—Matthew
22:37, 39

EVERY follower of Jesus should
realize that if he has enlisted under
the banner of divine righteousness and
truth he has pledged his very life in
this service as a soldier of the cross .
How then could he do less than hi s
very best in loving and serving hi s
Heavenly Father with all his mind,
being, and strength? How could he de -
cline the divine requirement to love hi s
neighbor as himself—to be kind, gen-
erous, not selfish?—Z '16-5947 (Hymn
37)

JUNE 13

And he spake a parable unto them to
this end, that men ought always to
pray, and not to faint.—Luke 18 : 1

OUR text means that new creatures
should be persistent in their petitions
to God. These may know what is
proper to pray for, by studying th e
words of Jesus and the apostles an d
the prophets of old . The spirit-begot-
ten ones may thus understand what ar e
the rights and privileges of sons of
God . To these the Heavenly Father
is more willing to give the Holy Spiri t
than earthly parents are willing to give
good gifts to their children . (Matthew
7:11) Z ' 13-5310 (Hymn 274 )

JUNE 1 4

The night is far spent, the day is at
hand.—Romans 13:1 2

0 WEARY ones, look up ; sad hearts ,
be glad; for even now your deliverance
is nigh, even at the doors! Soon the
sorrows of this earthly pilgrimage wil l
be ended, and your glory will appear .
It is a very noticeable fact that the
nearer we approach to the consum-
mation of our glorious hopes the op-
position of the powers of darknes s
grows more and more severe as well
as more subtle . And those who walk
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by faith alone must indeed have a
very strong faith to be able to wage a
successful warfare to the end, and
win the victor 's crown of glory . To
this end, dearly beloved, let us keep
these precious promises of God ever
in mind. "Wherefore comfort one an -
other with these words . "—Z ' 96-1955
(Hymn 92)

JUNE 15

God is a spirit, and they that wor-
ship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth.—John 4 :24

WORSHIP is that outward manifesta-
tion of reverence for holy things which
is pleasing to God, if done in a proper
manner and from the right motive	
Our Lord makes a distinction between
worship in spirit and worship in truth .
We might have the truth and know a
great deal about the Lord ; but if we
did not go to him in spirit—in the right
attitude of heart—our worship would
not be acceptable, no matter how muc h
we might know. On the other hand, a
man might be a heathen and yet hav e
a great deal of the spirit of worship ,
but he could not render acceptable wor-
ship unless he had the truth . —Z '13-5321
(Hymn 221)

ner of the Master ; and he realized
that everything else in the world wa s
of practically no value in comparison
with these eternal things which God
had promised. His confidence was i n
the Word of God .—Z '16-5951 (Hymn
171)

JUNE 17

Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling.—Philippians 2 :12

AS WE realize these facts, it is no
wonder that we tremble and fear, and
feel our need of walking, as the apostle
says, circumspectly, and of weighing
our thoughts, so as to be in conformity
to the will of God in Christ . This is
indeed a condition that might be called
fear and trembling . It is a condition
of great earnestness . There is no room
for foolishness here, or lightness, or
frivolity . God is testing every power
we possess to see whether we kno w
what we have said in our consecration
vow, to prove whether we were sin-
cere and meant it all, to prove whether
to any extent we overstated ourselves
and did not mean entire devotion to
him.—Z ' 13-5304 (Hymn 213 )

JUNE 1 8
JUNE 1 6

We look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal ; but the things which are not
seen are eternal .—II Corinthians 4 :1 8

ST. PAUL had spiritual eyesight . He
indeed saw earthly attractions, but the y
lost their drawing power upon him be -
cause of his spiritual sight—his per-
ception of the things unseen . With the
eye of faith he saw the Heavenly Fa-
ther, the glorified Lord Jesus, the
heavenly hosts, the coming kingdom of
glory, honor, and immortality . By
faith he saw the great millennial king-
dom spreading out before him, an d
heard the divine invitation to become
an heir in that kingdom, to be joined
in heirship with the Master and Re-
deemer. He had accepted his invita-
tion . He had enlisted under the ban -

Wherefore seeing we also are com-
passed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which cloth so easily bese t
us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us.—Hebrews 12 : 1

THE apostle speaks of the ancient
worthies as a "cloud of witnesses ." He
does not use the word witnesses in
the sense in which it is used often
today—in the sense of onlookers . Origi-
nally, the word witness was used in
the sense of a witness to the truth, or
a martyr	 Seeing that you have many
surrounding you of those whose live s
testified to the truth—martyrs, who
were cut off from home privileges an d
from life itself—it should have a strong
influence upon you. These ancient
worthies, through the achievements of
their lives, are looking down upon
you .—Z '13-5318 (Hymn 20 )
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JUNE 1 9

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house.—I Peter 2 :5

AND, dearly beloved, many blows
and much polishing must we have ,
much transforming we must undergo ,
and much conforming unto his ex -
ample under the direction of the grea t
master builder ; and in order to have
the ability and ideality of the builde r
displayed in us we will need to see
that we have no cross grained will
of ours to oppose or thwart his will
being done in us. We must be very
childlike and humble—"Be clothed with
humility, for God resisteth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble . Hum-
ble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time."—Z '80-135 (Hymn 67 )

JUNE 20

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee :
the Lord make his face to shine upo n
thee, and be gracious unto thee : the
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee ,
and give thee peace . Numbers 6:24-2 6

THIS peace of God is not dependent
upon the smile of fortune, nor upon
physical health, nor upon a host of
friends . But it is a peace which abide s
even when health fails, or poverty
comes in, or death steals from us the
treasures of our hearts. It is a peace
which none of the changes and vicissi-
tudes of this life can take from us and
which enemies are powerless to touch.
What gift so rich could our Father give
to his children!—Z ' 14-5432 (Hymn 46 )

JUNE 21

For I know this, that after My de-
parting shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also
of your own selves shall men arise ,
speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.—Acts 20 :29, 3 0

THE proper leaders are those who
show the proper disposition. The church
is very much at the mercy of the lead-
ers; hence the latter have the greate r
responsibility. So the apostle says, Be
not many of you teachers, my breth -

ren, knowing that a man who is a
teacher has the severer trial, the
severer test. He has the greater
responsibility in proportion to hi s
ability. It would seem, then, that all
who accept the position of elders are
to some extent representing the Lord ,
who is the great Shepherd of the flock .
-2 '14-5389 (Hymn 183 )

JUNE 22

As ye have therefore received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him :
Rooted and built up in him, and stab-
lished in the faith, as ye have been
taught, abounding therein with thanks-
giving.—Colossians 2 :6, 7

NO CHILD of God can be carried
about by every wind of doctrine ; nor
can he indulge in a morbid curiosity
as to what this or that new theory ma y
teach. To do so is very dangerous to
the spirituality of a Christian. For on e
who has never known the truth there
might be some reason for such a course ,
but for one who has once thoroughly
proven what is the truth in Christ to
go hunting around for new pastures in
which to feed, there is no excuse.
Either he has never been established
in Christ, or else he has fallen into
a spiritual decline . There is an ex-
haustless field for thought and for men-
tal and spiritual activity in the plan
of God in all its varied features .—Z
' 14-5558 (Hymn 315 )

JUNE 23
Love suffereth long .—I Corinthian s

13 : 4

HAVE I such a love, especially for
the household of faith, as leads me t o
suffer considerable and for a long time ,
and yet to be kind? Am I patient with
the weaknesses and imperfections of
those who give any evidence of good
intentions? Am I patient even with
those who are out of the way, realizing
that the great adversary blinds the
minds of the masses and rememberin g
that this manifestation of love was
very prominent in our Lord Jesus, wh o
was patient with his opponents?—Z
'11-4917 (Hymn 172 )
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JUNE 24

	

or oratory! Yet we are not to under -
stand that one could have a knowledge

And this is life eternal, that they , of the deep mysteries of God withoutmight know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent .—John 17 :3

SOME Christians seem to look fo r
the increase of divine favor and peace
through other agencies than the knowl-
edge of God; but such is not God's
order. Our Lord prayed for his dis-
ciples, saying, "Sanctify them through
thy truth; thy Word is truth." The
knowledge of the truth is the sanctify-
ing power, the peace-and-joy-imparting
power, and is the precious evidence of
divine grace or favor. . . But this
knowledge of God is not only an intel-
lectual knowledge of his great and lov-
ing plan; it includes also a personal
acquaintance with God, a heart to hear t
communion and fellowship with him—
an established sympathy of love an d
common interest and co-operation.—Z
'93-1532 (Hymn 162 )

JUNE 25

Blessed are the peacemakers : for they
shall be called the children of God .—
Matthew 5 :9

NEVERTHELESS, the Lord's peopl e
are to remember the special injunctio n
of their Master that they should b e
peacemakers and not strife breeders .
It requires no great skill to stir up
trouble . It requires considerable o f
meekness, gentleness, patience, and th e
other qualities of the Holy Spirit amon g
the Lord's people to prevent strife, eve n
with only the best of intentions pre-
vailing . How much we all need to b e
on guard lest the Adversary tempt us ,
mislead us from the paths of peace!—
Z '16-5929 (Hymn 57 )

JUNE 26

Keep yourselves in the love of God.
—Jude 21

WHETHER I am something or noth-
ing in God's estimation is to be mea-
sured by my love for him, for his
brethren, for his cause, for the worl d
in general, and even for my enemies ,
rather than by my knowledge, or fame,

having been begotten by the Holy
Spirit of love ; for the deep things o f
God knoweth no man, but by the
Spirit of God; but one might lose the
spirit before losing the knowledge it
brought him . In the measure of char-
acter, therefore, we are to put love
first, and to consider it the chief test
of our nearness to and acceptance with
the Lord .—Z ' 11-4917 (Hymn 166)

JUNE 27

Now abideth faith, hope, love, these
three; but the greatest of these is love .
—I Corinthians 13:1 3

IT SEEMS impossible to describe
love, this wonderful quality without
which nothing is acceptable in the
sight of God! The apostle does not at -
tempt to define love, but contents him-
self with giving us some of its
manifestations . Those who possess a lov e
with such characteristics are able t o
appreciate it, but not able otherwise to
explain it . The fact is that love, lik e
life and light, is difficult to define ;
and our best endeavors to comprehend
it are along the lines of its effects . It
is of God; it is godlikeness in the heart,
in the tongue, in the hands, in the
thoughts—supervising all the human
attributes and seeking to control them .
Where love is lacking, the results are
more or less evil ; where love is pres-
ent, the results differ according to th e
degree of love, and are proportionately
good.—Z '11-4917 (Hymn 165 )

JUNE 28

Love is kind .—I Corinthians 13 :4

AM I kind in my methods, seeking to
guard my manner and my tones, know-
ing that they have much to do with
every affair of life? Have I this mark
of love pervading my actions and words
and thoughts? Do I think of and am
I considerate of others? Do I feel an d
manifest kindness toward them in
word, in look, in act? A Christian,
above all others, should be kind, cour-
teous, gentle in the home, in his place
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of business, in the church—everywhere .
In proportion as perfect love is at-
tained, the constant effort of the hear t
will be to have every word and act ,
like the thoughts which prompt them ,
full of patience and kindness . —Z ' 11-
4918 (Hymn 44)

JUNE 2 9

Love envieth not .—I Corinthians 13 : 4

Have I the love that "envieth not, "
the love that is generous, so that I can
see others prosper and rejoice in thei r
prosperity, even if, for a time, my own
affairs be not so prosperous? This is
true generosity, the very reverse of
jealousy and envy, which spring from
a perverted nature. The root of envy
is selfishness ; envy will not grow upon
the root of love. Love rejoices with
them that rejoice, in prosperity of every
good word and work, and in the ad -

vancement in Christian grace an d
in the divine service of all who are
actuated by the divine spirit .—Z '11 -
4918 (Hymn 112 )

JUNE 30

Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up .—I Corinthians 13 :4

HAVE I the love that is humble, tha t
"vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up"?
the love that tends to modesty, that is
not boastful, not lifted up? Have I the
love that would prompt to good deeds,
not to be seen of men, but that would
do the same if no one saw or knew
but God only ; that boasts neither of
its knowledge nor of its graces, but in
humility acknowledges that every goo d
and perfect gift comes from the Fa-
ther? And do I make return to him
in love and service for every mercy ?
—Z '11-4918 (Hymn 224)

Mountain of the Lord

Yes, a brighter morn is breaking ,
Better days are coming on;

All the world will be awaking
In the new and golden dawn .

In the day of coming glor y
Men will show fraternal hand ;

Each will tell to each the story ,
Till it spreads to every land .

On the top of Zion's mountain ,
God prepares his house again;

At its threshold springs a fountain,
Flowing for the souls of men.

From the earth's remotest stations ,
Men will come to hear the Word ;

And in all the world the nations
Shall be nations of the Lord .



INTERNATIONALDANIEL 3:4-7—Nebuchadnez-
zar was a dictator, and the form of
government by which he ruled th e
empire was totalitarian . He at-
tempted to rule over the people in
both their civil and religious af-
fairs . His demand that all his sub-
jects worship the image which h e
had erected represented particular-
ly his bid to subject their worship
to state control . Totalitarianism
is not a modern innovation in gov-
ernment. It was the ideology of
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo -
Persia, Greece, and Rome .
Throughout all the centuries of
history, democracy has been the
exception rather than the rule .

As is usually the case where a
dictator rules, the affairs of gov-
ernment were well controlled, and
apparently they had their gestap o
agents back there even as similar-
ly constituted governments us e
them today, for objectors to the
king's edicts were soon discovered.
And then, also, even as now, there
were those who were jealous of
the authority of others, and will-
ing, in order to promote their own
selfish interests, to seek the down-
fall of any seemingly standing in
the way of their advancement .

At the request of Daniel, King
Nebuchadnezzar had "set Shadrach ,
Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the
affairs of the province of Babylon . "
(Dan. 2:49) They were withou t
doubt honest and capable in th e
discharge of their responsibilities.
'so their political enemies would
find it difficult to prejudice the
king against them . But they were
being watched, and when it wa s
discovered that they did not par-

MEN WHO DARED
TO STAND FOR GO D

June 6

ticipate in the worship of the grea t
image which had been set up, thi s
gave their enemies the opportunit y
for which they were looking, an d
their "disloyalty" was quickly re-
ported .

DANIEL 3 :13-18—When Nebu-
chadnezzar received this report he
was furious . Had not Daniel told
him that the God of heaven ha d
made him a universal ruler? His
mistake was in supposing that the
dominion which God had given hi m
included authority to demand the
worship of the people. He com-
manded that the three "traitors"
be brought before him . Had they
been ordinary citizens he probably
would have allowed some of hi s
subordinates to deal with them,
but they were officials in his gov-
ernment, so he handled their cas e
personally .

He gave them an opportunity to
explain their failure to bow down
before the great image. "Is it
true?" he asked, or, according to
the margin, Is it "of purpose," or
by design, that ye do not "serve
my gods, nor worship the golde n
image which I have set up?" After
putting this question to them,
Nebuchadnezzar asked if they were
now ready to obey him when the
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BIBLE STUDIE S
GOLDEN TEXT : "Be it known
unto thee, 0 king, that we will no t
serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast se t
up . "—Daniel 3 :18

signal was given, threatening that
if they did not worship the golde n
image they would be cast into the
fiery furnace .

Their answer was considered and
straightforward. They affirmed
their confidence in their God, that
he would deliver them if it was
his will . But they told the king ,
nevertheless, that even though their
God should permit them to die in th e
fiery furnace, they would not serve
his gods, nor worship his golden
image . It required courage to take
this stand—courage that was base d
on a firm faith in their God and in
the wisdom and righteousness o f
his will . Their faith was vindi-
cated . God permitted them to b e
cast into the fiery furnace, but pro-
tected them from the destroying
power of the flames. One "like the
Son of God" joined them in th e
furnace, and they were delivered .
It is often thus with the Lord' s
people today. Many times they
discovered that it is in their sever-
est trials that the Lord is nearest
to them .

DANIEL 6:10—When Babylon
fell to the Medes and Persians ,
Darius, king of the conquering
empire, exalted Daniel to be th e
first of three presidents, who in

turn were to rule over the em-
pire through a hundred and twenty
princes; and the king was consid-
ering giving him even more au-
thority. The presidents and prince s
under Daniel deliberately plotted
against his life by inducing the
king to issue a decree forbiddin g
anyone in the realm to "ask a
petition of any God or man for
thirty days, save of thee." They
felt reasonably sure that Daniel
would refuse to obey this decree ,
hence would suffer the penalty of
being cast into a den of lions .

And they were right. Daniel
made no pretense of complying,
but openly prayed to his God
"three times a day." The story of
the king's chagrin when he learned
the tragic consequences of his de-
cree is well known. Daniel was
delivered from the lions, even a s
the three Hebrews were delivered
from the flames. Each one of u s
must "dare to be a Daniel" if we
are to hear the Lord's, "Well done."
As followers of Christ, who have
entered into a "covenant by sacri-
fice," our real deliverance will
come only after we have been
faithful unto death .—Rev . 2 :10

QUESTIONS :

Expressed in modern language, what
form of government existed in ancient
Babylon ?

What exception should every serv-
ant of God make in the matter of
obedience to human governments?

Should Christians expect to be de-
livered from fiery trials?

In what sense was Daniel's trial
similar to that of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego ?
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ESTHER'S ZEAL

FOR HER PEOPL E

June 1 3

GOLDEN TEXT : "Who knoweth
whether thou art come to the
kingdom for such a time as this? "
—Esther 4 :14

IESTHER 4:10-17—Our lessons
for the month of April and most of
the month of May had to do with
God's dealings with his people Is-
rael who were held captives b y
the Medes and Persians, in pre -
paring them to return to Judea,
and his providential care over thos e
who did return. But not all re-
turned'when given the permission
by Cyrus to do so. Thousands of
them, having become comfortably
settled, preferred to remain where
they were; and today's lesson is
concerned with the manner in
which God cared_ for these. Al-
though they were less faithful to
God and to his covenant promises
made to them than those who re -
turned, he still considered them
his people, and in this lesson we
have a remarkable illustration of
the wonderful way in which the
Lord is able to work through ap-
parently natural circumstances in
order to care for those whom he
loves .

The chief characters in this most
interesting story are King Ahas-
uerus; his first queen, Vashti ; Es-
ther, who took Vashti's place as

queen; Mordecai, her cousin, and
foster father; and Haman, chief
among the princes of the realm .
Arising out of King Ahasuerus '
rage over Vashti's refusal to at -
tend a banquet to which he sum-
moned her, and Haman's ange r
toward Mordecai because he did
not pay him the homage which he
demanded, was a plot to destro y
all the Jews within the borders of
the empire—men, women, an d
children.

But we have a wonderful illus-
tration of how the Lord is able to
cause the wrath of men to praise
him in the providential manner in
which Esther, by following the ad-
vice of her cousin and foster fa-
ther Mordecai, became Ahasuerus '
queen, and thus was in a position
to bring about a deliverance of her
people from what otherwise would
have been almost certain death for
all of them .

In order to do this, however, it
was necessary for Esther to risk
her own life. When Mordecai first
suggested the plan to her, she wa s
somewhat hesitant . It was then
that he reminded her, in the words
of our Golden Text, that in al l
probability the Lord had arrange d
for her to "come to the kingdom"
at just such a time, when she
could render so needed a service
to her people . She was also gently
reminded that as a Jewess her life
was in danger anyway, and she
would be risking no more by mak-
ing the effort to save her people .

Esther possessed two qualifica-
tions which enabled her to serve as
the savior of the Jews—her beauty ,
and her devotion to her people.
Regardless of other qualifications
which the servants of God may
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possess, they must be devoted to
him and to his people in order fo r
him to use them. The Apostl e
Paul's background of education
and Roman citizenship was a valu-
able asset in his service of God ,
but would have meant nothin g
apart from his fidelity to- the mes-
sianic cause.

ESTHEl-9:20-22, 26, 27—The
laws of the Medes and Persians
could not be changed, hence, al-
though Esther won favor with th e
king to the point where he wa s
desirous of saving her people, he
could not change the decree. What
he did do under the circumstances
was to issue a counter decree
which made it possible for the
Jews to defend themselves agains t
the attempt that was to be made
to destroy them. Their defens e
plan resulted in the destruction o f
their enemies, and over this ther e
was great rejoicing. Then Mor-
decai directed that thereafter these
days of victory should be com-
memorated .

We are not to look back to thi s
record of the slaying of enemies a s
an illustration of what spiritual
Israel should do . We who are be-
gotten of God's Holy Spirit are t o
love our enemies and to do goo d
to those who hate us and despite-
fully use us . We are to bless an d
injure not. It is well to remembe r
that at the time of Esther, th e
Lord had not revealed his love as
he has done since.

And it is well also to remembe r
that during that age certain typi-
cal lessons were being taught, one
of them being the great truth of
the divine plan that ultimately al l
the enemies of God, of his people,

and of righteousness, are to be de-
stroyed; also that a time is comin g
when the rebuke of his people shall
be taken away from all the earth .

In the antitype of these pictures ,
however, there will never be any
question as to the incorrigibility o f
those whom the Lord will destroy .
That is one very good reason w e
should not now attempt revenge
upon those who may despitefully
use us—that is, we cannot read
their hearts, hence cannot be sur e
that their actions are wilful and no t
induced either by their own im-
perfections or by outside influ-
ences .

When we note God's providential
care over his typical people, it
should increase our faith and trus t
in his care over us now . He dealt
with them more particularly along
natural and material lines, but hi s
care for us has to do more espe-
cially with matters pertaining to
our interests as new creatures in
Christ Jesus . He may permit af-
flictions along material lines, yet
overrule these for our highest goo d
as new creatures .

The Apostle Paul explains, as a
matter of fact, that it is God's ar-
rangement to perfect his house of
sons through suffering. (Heb. 2 :10)
And it is only those who endur e
faithfully to the end of the way
who will receive the crown of life .

QUESTIONS:

Name the principal characters in this
lesson . Why were Jews still remain-
ing in the empire at the time of Esther?

What is the chief qualification of
those whom God can use in his service ?

Are we to follow the example of the
Jews in destroying our enemies ?
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THE HOP E

FOR THE MESSIAH

June 20

GOLDEN TEXT: "For unto us a
child is born, unto us a Son i s
given: and the government shal l
be upon his shoulder : and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of
Peace."—Isaiah 9 :6

SOME of the prophecies per-
taining to the coming of the Mes-
siah to bless Israel and the whole
world refer to his first advent ,
while others apply to his second
advent. Our Golden Text em -
braces both, for it tells of the birth
of Jesus and also of the world -
wide government which he will es-
tablish.

The various titles which this
text ascribes to the Messiah indi-
cate the wide scope of work which
will come under his jurisdictio n
during the thousand years of his
kingdom reign. As frequently the
great ones of earth hold more than
one office in a government, so
Jesus as the representative Head
of that "one government" which h e
will establish, will be to the peo-
ple a "Counsellor," "The mighty
God," the "Father" who will give
everlasting life, and the "Princ e
of Peace." What a wonderful
Ruler he will be!

EZEKIEL 34 :11-16, 22-31—In
this comforting prophecy we have
a description of God's blessings
upon his people Israel followin g
their restoration to his favor at the
end of the present age . God prom-
ises that then he will "set up one
shepherd over them, . . even
my servant David ." He further
explains that then David shall be
a "prince" over the Israelites .

There are two possible view -
points as to what is meant in this
prophecy. In some instances the
name David is used to symboliz e
Christ as the new King of earth.
But it is also true that when thi s
prophecy is being fulfilled the be-
loved David of old will have been
raised from the dead, and will hav e
been made one of the "princes in
all the earth." (Psalm 45 :16) That
David is here referred to as a
"prince" may indicate that in this
case he is the one actually referred
to .

But the important fact set forth
in the prophecy is that there shall
then be "showers of blessing" upon
Israel ; and those blessings will of
course also fall upon the Gentile s
—"all the families of the earth"
who come into harmony with th e
righteous laws of that time. It is
in this prophecy also that we are
assured "the earth shall yield he r
increase." Then the Lord will
make with Israel and all nations a
"covenant of peace"—an evident
reference to the foretold "new
covenant ."—Jer . 31 :31-3 4

DANIEL 7 :13, 14—In this proph-
ecy of Daniel 7, we are given a
preview of four universal empires
which were to rule the earth by di -
vine authorization, beginning with
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Nebuchadnezzar. They are de-
picted as four ferocious beasts ; the
first representing Babylon ; the
second, Medo-Persia ; the third,
Greece; and the fourth, Rome.
The authorization of these same
four empires is shown by the
image which King Nebuchadnezzar
saw in his dreamthe dream
which was interpreted by Daniel .
See Daniel 2 :24-45.

To the king of Babylon Daniel
said, "Wheresoever the children o f
men dwell, the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the heaven hath He
given into thine hand, and hath
made thee ruler of them all. Thou
art this head of gold." (Dan . 2 :38 )
It is well to note that according
to Daniel an important part of the
symbolism of the image is the fact
that God had given a dominion to
Babylon. This also applied to the
three succeeding empires .

It is interesting to observe that
when the dominion is taken away
from the fourth beast it is not
given to another, but destroyed .
(Dan . 7 :26) The One to whom the
dominion of earth is then given i s
described as "One like unto th e
son of man." This, however, i s
not a transfer to Jesus of the do -
minion given to the four humanly -
constituted empires. That was
merely an interim arrangement un-
til he came "whose right it is . "

ZECHARIAH 9 :9, 10—Verse 9
of this prophecy was fulfilled by
Jesus when he rode into the city
of Jerusalem on a young ass, and
was acclaimed as king by the peo-
ple. On that occasion Jesus sai d
that if the people did not "shout "
the very stones would cry out, fo r
the prophecy had to be fulfilled.

BIBLE STUDIES

That was merely a prophetic token
of the world-wide acclamation
which will be extended to Jesus
when his dominion is recognize d
from "sea even to sea, and from
the river even to the ends of the
earth."—Verse 1 0

ZECHARIAH 12:10—Here we
have portrayed the repentant at-
titude of the Israelites when they
at last recognize and accept thei r
Messiah. Not until this foretol d
time will they enter into the ful-
ness of the divine blessings prom-
ised for them in the prophecies.
Until then, God will continue to
reign over them in his "fury."—
Ezek. 20 :33

ZECHARIAH 13 :1—How won-
derfully reassuring are the prom-
ises of God to Israel as well as to
all the world! Repentance alone
would not restore sinners to God's
favor unless he had first of all pro-
vided a "fountain" for their cleans-
ing. And this he his done. That
fountain, wholly adequate for the
sin and uncleanness of all nations ,
is the blood of Christ . Through
this fountain alone will the peopl e
of the next age be cleansed and
made ready for acceptance by Go d
and for the inheritance of their
lost dominion .

QUESTIONS:

When will the prophecy of Ezekiel
34 :23-28 be fulfilled ?

At what point in the divine plan i s
the dominion of earth given to Jesus ?

When was the prophecy of Zechariah
9 :9, 10, fulfilled?

When will the Israelites repent of
their sin, and what provision has been
made for their reconciliation?
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FROM MALACH I

TO CHRIST

June 27

GOLDEN TEXT: "Blessed be th e
Lord God of Israel ; for he hath
visited and redeemed his people . "
—Luke 1 :6 8

I\%IEALACHI 3 :1-5—Malach i
seems to have been the last of the
prophets God sent to Israel. One
after another, beginning wit h
Moses, these prophets had directl y
or indirectly promised the coming
of the Messiah and Redeemer of
Israel and the world. He was to
be a "Prophet" like unto Moses ; a
King whose glory would excee d
that of Solomon ' s ; whose dominion
was to be world-wide. In Malachi ' s
prophecy this great One is de-
scribed as the "messenger of th e
covenant"—that is, the "new cove-
nant" promised in Jeremiah 31 :
31-34 .

The prophets had also warned
Israel of the dire consequences of
sin against divine law . Because
God knew that Israel would con-
tinue to be a backsliding nation
he caused his prophets to predict
a retribution by the coming of the
"great and dreadful day of the
Lord." (Mal. 4:5) In the out -
working of the divine plan we fin d
that these prophecies had a minor
fulfilment in the trouble which
came upon Israel in A . D. 70-73 ,
and that their main fulfilment is

in the world-wide "time of trou-
ble, such as never was since ther e
was a nation," which is even now
devastating the earth . (Dan. 12 :1 )
It is "before" this terrible day of
the Lord, both at the end of the
Jewish age and the end of the
Gospel age, that Jehovah sends hi s
Messenger to prepare the way be-
fore him.

John the Baptist was "a" mes-
senger, one who attempted to
prepare Israel to receive the Mes-
siah. But "the" Messenger re-
ferred to in our lesson is said to
prepare the way before Jehovah.
The reference is evidently to th e
preparation of Israel and the whol e
world of mankind to be reconciled
to God. It is when this work is
completed that the kingdom wil l
be turned over to the Father, that
he may be all in all .

Jesus said of John the Baptist
that to those who could receive it
he was the foretold Elijah, the one
who was to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children and the
hearts of the children to the fa-
thers. In other words, to the ex-
tent that John accomplished a work
of reformation in the hearts of the
Israelites, preparing them to accept
the Messenger of the covenan t
whose work was to reconcile both
Israel and the world, he fulfilled
the prophecy of Malachi 4 :5, 6 .
But we know that John's work
was largely a failure. Nor did the
Israelites repent as a result of
Jesus' ministry, hence the fore-
told fire of God's judgment came
upon the nation .

The work of Jesus in preparin g
the way before Jehovah continued
throughout the age in connectio n
with the Gentiles . Members of
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his church in the flesh have been
associated with him as "able min-
isters of the new covenant . "
(II Cor. 3:6) That covenant has
not yet been inaugurated, but pre-
paration has been made for it, bot h
in the sacrifice of Jesus, and also
through the sacrifices of those who
have been planted together in th e
likeness of his death.

These constitute the "temple"
class to whom the Messenger
comes. There was a typical com-
ing to his temple when Jesus drove
out the money changers from Is-
rael's temple. But in the larger
sense, he has been purifying the
temple class throughout the entire
age . The world has been unaware
of this, and is still in darkness con-
cerning the outworking of the di -
vine plan, although again Jesus is
present, testifying through his
church concerning the meaning o f
the world-changing events which
are daily occurring as a result of
his presence .

MALACHI 4:1, 2, 5, 6 ; LUKE
1:76-79—While a "baptism" of
"fire" came upon the nation of Is-
rael because of failure to accept
the Messiah, the day foretold in
this passage as one which shall
"burn as an oven" is evidently the
great time of trouble which come s
upon the whole world at this end
of the age—that time of disintegra-
tion already upon the nations. It
comes as a judgment from th e
Lord, and we are now living in
that judgment day. Later there
is to be a judgment day for in-
dividuals, and it will be true of
both nations and individuals that
those which continue to do wicked=
ly shall be destroyed .

BIBLE STUDIES

But there is a brighter prospect
for those who long for righteous-
ness, and in this sense look and
hope for a righteous Ruler . They
are the ones who are travailing
"in pain together until now" wait-
ing for the "manifestation of the
sons of God." (Rom. 8:22, 19 )
Few of them are able to defin e
their longings, but they will b e
glad when the time comes to ac-
cept and obey the righteous laws
of Christ's kingdom. To these th e
"Sun of Righteousness shall aris e
with healing in his wings . "

As we have already observed ,
John the Baptist only partially
fulfilled this prophecy concernin g
the coming Elijah . Its real ful-
filment is through Christ, and the n
only after the people are humbled
by the great time of trouble, the
day of oven-like burning which
comes upon the world . The fore-
told "curse" comes upon the earth
as an alternative fulfilment of the
prophecy, prior to the time whe n
the people will actually be recon-
ciled to God and brought under
the terms of atonement as repre-
sented in the new covenant—tha t
covenant which God promised
through the Prophet Jeremiah .
See Jeremiah 31:31-34 .

QUESTIONS :

'Who is the "Messenger of the cove-
nant" who prepares the way before
Jehovah?

In what sense is John the Baptist
associated with the fulfilment of the
prophecies contained in today's lesson?

What is the foretold "curse" with
which the earth is smitten ?

When will the world be reconciled
to God? Under what covenant ?
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Frank and Ernest Broadcasts

WHY CHRIST RETURNS

June 6
IT You know, Frank, a great deal i s
being said these days about the second
coming of Christ . Just what is the
purpose of Christ' s second coming?
If Well, briefly, Ernest, the ultimate
purpose of Christ's second coming i s
to restore the human race to health
and life . This thought can best b e
understood when considered in connec-
tion with the two other important fact s
revealed to us in the Scriptures .
11 What facts?
If First I would mention man ' s fall int o
sin and death; and second, the redemp-
tive work of Christ accomplished at
his first advent . When Adam and Eve
transgressed the divine law, they lost
the privilege of living. This meant the
loss, not of spiritual, or, heavenly life,
but of earthly life, in an earthly para-
dise, the sample of which had 'been
provided by God eastward in Eden .
Jesus' death on the cross provided re-
demption from the curse that came
upon the human race, and he comes the

' second time to restore mankind to thei r
long-lost home . So you see, first cam e
the fall into sin and death, then re-
demption was provided, and fmally ,
recovery will be effected, and it. is this
work of recovering the lost race from
death that constitutes the main , purpos e
of Christ's second advent .
It Are you sure, Frank, that that is
what the Scriptures teach concerning
the object of Christ' s second advent?
If Yes, Ernest, I am very sure of it, be-
cause it is so clearly stated in the Bible,
and in order to get the matter squarely
before us, I'd like to have you turn to
the 3rd chapter of the Book of Acts.
We 'll begin our study with the 20th
verse.

IT Acts 3 :20 reads : "And He shall sen d
Jesus Christ, which before was preached
unto you . "
It Now notice, Ernest, this text identi-
fies the subject matter ' as the secon d
coming of Christ. From this point on ,
the remainder of the chapter tells us
the purpose of his coming. You may
read the 21st verse, if you will .
IT Very well . Verse 21 reads : "Whom
the heavens must receive until th e
times of restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all
his holy prophets since the world be-
gan . "
It Please observe, Ernest, that here the
second coming of Christ is identified
with what the apostle describes as "the
times of restitution of ALL things. "
IT What does that mean, Frank ?

If Just what it says! "Times of resti-
tution" simply means times of restora-
tion .
11 Well, what is restored during the
times of restoration ?
IT What do you think, Ernest, needs t o
be restored ?
if Well, I know of many parents who
would like to have their children re -
stored to them . .
tf That' s true enough, Ernest. And, at
the same time, it emphasizes a large r
need of restoration . The whole human
family is dying, and has been, for more
than six thousand years . Under the
reign of sin and its associate evils o f
suffering and death, all peoples and all
nations have been held in slavery .
This reign of sin and death will be
terminated as a result of Christ's sec-
ond coming, and the human race re-
stored to its lost possession in an
earthly paradise. It is this gigantic
project that the Apostle Peter describe s
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as " times of restitution of all things . "
IT Well, there's no use trying to say
that such is not God's plan, when the
Apostle Peter states the matter s o
clearly. But is the Apostle Peter the
only writer of the Bible who has proph-
esied that times of restitution will fol-
low the second coming of Christ ?
If Ernest, you evidently didn't read
that last text too carefully. I suggest
that you turn to it again . That's the
21st verse of the 3rd chapter of Acts —
the one that speaks of times of resti-
tution of all things.
IT I still have my Bible open, and wil l
read the 21st verse again . "Whom the
heavens must receive until the times o f
restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all hi s
his holy prophets since the world be-
gan. " Why, Frank, this says that ALL
God's holy prophets since the world
began foretold the times of restitution !
IT Which makes it a very definite teach-
ing of the Bible, don' t you think ?
If I should say so! But why is it tha t
a teaching given so much prominence
in the Word of God should receive so
little attention today by those wh o
profess to believe the Word of God ?

If The great teaching of restitution ha s
been largely supplanted in the mind s
of people by erroneous theories that
crept into the church following the
death of the apostles . The idea gradu-
ally developed that all whom God saves
from adamic sin are to enjoy ever-
lasting life in a heavenly home. So
today the general hope of most pro-
fessed Christians is to go to heaven
when they die. With such a hope it i s
but natural to overlook the many prom-
ises of the Bible which describe bless-
ings of earthly life and happiness as
human beings in a- world-wide Eden.

If But Frank, while that explanation
sounds plausible, is it not true that
Jesus himself encouraged his follower s
to expect a home in heaven when he
returned? Just in case you have over-
looked what Jesus said on this point,
I would like to read a passage from
the 14th chapter of John . I'll read the
first three verses. "Let not your heart

be troubled : ye believe in God, believ e
also in me. In my Father' s house are
many mansions : if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again ,
and receive you unto myself ; that
where I am, there ye may be also . "
Now, Frank, isn't Jesus saying very
plainly in this passage that his pur-
pose in returning to earth is to take
his followers back to heaven? How
are we to harmonize this with what
the Apostle Peter says concerning
times of restitution?
If There is no disharmony between th e
two statements. What Jesus promised
to his followers is not God' s provision
for the whole human race. That is
where we have made our mistake in
the past. We have concluded that God
has been doing his best to prepare al l
human beings for -a home in heaven ,
but this is not the case. Jesus' prom-
ise to his disciples is limited to his fol-
lowers during the period of time
between his first and second advents .
if What do you mean by that?
If As you probably know, Ernest, both
the Old and New Testaments say much
about the kingdom of God. Christ is
to be the great King iA that kingdom .
He asked his followers to pray for its
coming, and in the New Testament ,
both Jesus and the apostles reveal th e
fact that those who follow in the foot -
steps of Jesus during this age, suffering
and dying with him, are to live and
reign with him in his kingdom. Ac-
cording to the Scriptures, these are to
be rewarded with spiritual life . This
hope of the church is described by the
Apostle Paul in Romans 2 :7 as being
one of glory, honor, and immortality .
it And it is this special class that Jesu s
promised to take to heaven when h e
returned—is that the thought ?
If That is what the Bible teaches, Ernest .
If Would you say, then, Frank, that
the rewarding of the true church of
Christ is also one of the objects of his
second advent ?
If Yes, Ernest. The rewarding of his
church, through being united with him
in kingdom glory, is an essential pre-
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requisite to the ultimate object of
Christ 's return, which is the restoration
of all mankind to life upon the earth .
So it can properly be said that Jesu s
comes to reward his church, and als o
that he comes to bless the world. The
reward of the church is pictured in
the Book of Revelation as being a unit-
ing with Christ in marriage . In Reve-
lation 19 :7, we read that "the marriage
of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. "
IT Is that why, in the last chapter of
Revelation, we read that "the Spiri t
and the bride say, Come . And whoso-
ever will, let him take the water of
life freely" ?
!1 That' s right, Ernest, and how won-
derfully all these various passages o f
the Bible harmonize when we take into
consideration the entire plan of God .

1( Frank, the Bible is a wonderful
Book! But there's one point in con-
nection with the passage we read from
the Book of Acts that I would like to
know a little more about. You remem-
ber Peter said that the times of resti-
tution which are to follow the second
coming of Christ have been foretold by
the mouth of all God' s holy prophets
since the world began? As I said be-
fore, that' s a very surprising statement .
But where in the Old Testament can
one find some of the promises of resti-
tution that were recorded by God's
holy prophets?
IT The word "restitution" itself is not
used by the prophets in their pre-views
of the coming time of blessing follow-
ing Christ's second advent. They set
forth the great hope of restitution by
describing the various and wonderful
ways in which it will affect the human
race. The Prophet Isaiah, for instance,
tells us that God will swallow up death
in victory ; that he will wipe away
tears from off all faces ; that he will
open blind eyes, and deaf ears ; that he
will cause the lame to walk. (Isaiah
25 :8 ; 35 :5, 6) The Prophet Isaiah als o
says that in that time the people will
not say, "I am sick." (Isaiah 33:24 )
That, as you know, Ernest, is one o f
the favorite topics of conversation at
the present time . The Prophet Haggai
says that "the desire of all nations shall

come. " (Haggai 2 :7) Jeremiah prom-
ises that God will write his law in th e
hearts of the people, and that all shal l
know the Lord. (Jer. 31 :33, 34) Moses
records a promise God made to Abra-
ham in which he declares his inten-
tion to bless all the families of th e
earth . These are but samples of th e
wonderful things the prophets have
said, and which are interpreted by th e
Apostle Peter as being descriptive of
the restitution of all things to be ac-
complished by Christ and his church
following the second advent .

INCREASE

OF THE KINGDOM

June 1 3

ff Frank, is it your understanding tha t
the kingdom of Christ mentioned s o
prominently in the Bible is still future ,
that it is not yet ruling in the earth ?
Q Yes, Ernest, that' s what the Scrip-
tures indicate very clearly. Jesus
taught his church to pray, "Thy king-
dom come, Thy will be done in eart h
as it is in heaven . " Does it seem rea-
sonable that Jesus would ask us t o
pray for something that is already a
reality? And would you say that God 's
will IS done in earth today, even as it
is in heaven ?
4 Well, no, I wouldn't, but at the same
time, Frank, there are other scripture s
which need to be taken into considera-
tion .
n For instance ?
if Well, take the statement by the
Apostle Paul recorded in Colossian s
1 :13 . He says that God has "translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son. "
Doesn' t this indicate that the kingdom
was already in existence in Paul's day?
How could one be translated into that
which does not exist ?
1( Ernest, in your original question you
asked if Christ's kingdom is now rul -
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ing in the earth. There is quite a dif-
ference between a kingdom existin g
and a kingdom ruling . Since the firs t
advent of Jesus, and particularly sinc e
Pentecost, Christ's kingdom has ex-
isted in the earth, but only in the sens e
that it has been in the course of pre-
paration.
IT Just what do you mean by that ,
Frank ?
If Well, Jesus of course is to be th e
great King in that kingdom, but ther e
are to be associate kings who will
rule with him, and these will also b e
a part of that kingdom. In Revelation
5 :9, 10, the members of the true church
of Christ are said to be redeemed from
every nation and kindred and tongu e
for the purpose of being kings to reig n
on the earth .
IT As I get it, then, the thought . is that
the kingdom of Christ, as represented
in the church, is as yet merely in th e
state of preparation .
IT Yes . And that thought is well illus-
trated by a prophecy recorded in th e
second chapter of the Book of Daniel .
In this prophecy, human rulership on
the earth, beginning with the days of
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, and
down until earth's rightful King takes
over in the affairs of men, is repre-
sented by a human-like image . In
this prophecy, the kingdom of Chris t
is represented as a stone that is cut
out of the mountain without hands .
This stone is shown to smite the imag e
of Gentile dominion on its feet, caus-
ing it to fall. Then the stone, whic h
is pictorial of Christ' s kingdom, grows
until it becomes a great mountain which
fills the whole earth .
IT And how does that illustrate th e
thought that the church is the kingdom
of God in preparation?
IT It illustrates that point by the fac t
that the work of cutting the stone ou t
of the mountain by divine providenc e
is done while man-made rulership stil l
operates in the earth. It is not until
the stone is separated from the world
that the image is smitten, and the king-
dom of Christ takes over the rulership
of earth. This same sequence of events
is shown in the 7th chapter of Daniel,

where human rulership is illustrated
by four great beasts, one overcomin g
the other, and finally the fourth beas t
being overcome by the kingdom of God,
at which time, according to the proph-
ecy "the kingdom and dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdom under
the whole heaven, shall be given to th e
people of the saints of the most High,
whose kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and all dominions shall serve
and obey him."—Daniel 7 :27
If Well, that's a very understandable
way of viewing the subject, Frank, but
there are some other scriptures that I
would like explained in connection
with it . For instance, the words o f
Jesus : he said, "The kingdom of God
is within you ." Now Frank, how
could his be true if the kingdom of God
is to be a world-wide government de-
signed to control the affairs of all the
nations? This text seems to give the
thought that the kingdom of God IS
merely a righteous influence that more
or less takes possession of one 's life
at the time of conversion . Thus it i s
said to be "within" one. What else
could this statement mean ?
If Before answering that question, I
would like to ask if you noticed t o
whom those words were addressed ?
To whom did Jesus say, "The kingdom
of God is within you" ?
IT Why, I suppose it must have been to
his disciples, those who had believed on
him. Is that right?
IT No, Ernest, it isn't. Quite to the con-
trary . Jesus addressed these words t o
the scribes and Pharisees of his day ,
who were bitterly opposed to him, and
who persecuted him unto death . Jesus
said of these men that they were hypo-
crites, and of their father the devil .

IT But, Frank, how could the kingdom
of God be within people such as those?

IT That 's what I want you to answer !
If your explanation of the Master' s
words is correct, it would mean that
when the kingdom of God is fully come
the whole earth will be full of hypo-
crites !
11 But, Frank, what, then, did Jesu s
mean?
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If A better translation helps us out on
that. Professor Benjamin Wilson, au-
thor of the Emphatic Diaglott transla-
tion of the New Testament, renders the
entire passage thus : "Behold, God ' s
royal majesty is among you." Thi s
simply means that Jesus himself, earth' s
new King, was at the time right ther e
among the Pharisees . And how under-
standable that is !
IT Quite so . But, Frank, what was it
that called forth an expression of thi s
kind from the Master ?
if It was in answer to a question put
to Jesus by the Pharisees as to whe n
the kingdom of God would come .
IT And didn' t Jesus say that that king-
dom would not come with outward
show ?
f7."Yes, which was contrary to the ex-
pectation of the Pharisees . Their un-
derstanding of the messianic prophecies
of the Old Testament called for
the coming of a kingdom backed up
by military might and splendor ; a king-
dom so powerful in soldiers and arms
that it could overthrow the Roman
Empire and establish the Jewish nation
as a world power . With this view -
point, they naturally looked down upon
Jesus, and despised him . How could
this Nazarene become a world ruler ,
with no one supporting his cause but
a few fisherman? It was doubtless
more or less in derision that they aske d
the question as to when the kingdom
of God would come.
1f And it was in reply to that question
that he -said, "The kingdom of Go d
cometh not with observation" ?
IT Yes, and knowing what was in their
hearts, Jesus added, "The royal majesty
of the heavens is among you ." This
was just another way of .telling them
that although they didn't know it, the
Messiah and King of promise was in
their midst, and that steps were al -
ready being taken looking to the es-
tablishment of the messianic kingdom .
if Frank, I notice here in the Bible tha t
after making this statement to the
Pharisees, Jesus offers a further ex -
planation to his disciples .
II Yes, that' s right. He pictures for

them the period of his second presenc e
on the . earth, and reminds them that
just as the Pharisees were wrong in
looking for a kingdom of military
might and splendor, so his people at
the end of the age shouldn't expect
his kingdom thus to be manifested .
He explains further, you will notice ,
that at the time of his second presence
the unbelieving world at large would
not recognize him, and would therefore
go on with their affairs just as the
people did in the days of Noah, not
knowing' the significance of transpirin g
events.
IT Frank, Jesus further explained, ac -
cording to this account, that his second
presence would be like the lightnin g
that lighteneth the whole heavens.
What does that mean ?
IT In another place, Jesus is reported
as saying that his second presence
would be like the lightning that "com-
eth out of the east, and shineth even
unto the west."—Matt. 24 :17
if It's the sun that does that, isn't it ?

If Yes, and the word translated "light-
ning" actually means "bright shining. "
The thought is that one of the way s
in which the kingdom power and glory
of the Messiah and his new world
order will be manifested will b e
through a general diffusion of knowl-
edge and education so world-wide and
complete that it will upset all the su-
perstitions of the past, and for a brie f
time set the world on fire, symbolically
speaking .

II Is that what's upsetting the statu s
quo of everything in the world today ?

If It has a lot to do with it . But mind
you, thus far this light of Messiah' s
presence has been merely preparatory .
By the end of his thousand-year rul e
it will have filled the earth with the
glory of God, and will have established
justice, righteousness, and love
throughout the whole earth .
IT Frank, it has just occurred to m e
that what you have said about the king-
dom of Christ not coming with outward
splendor would be in harmony with
what Jesus told Pilate when he said
to him, "My kingdom is not of thi s
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world : if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight ,
that I should not be delivered to the
Jews."—John 18 :36
11 Yes, that' s a very similar thought .
If According to that, then, the mes-
sianic kingdom is to be merely a spir-
itual influence in the world, and ne t
a real government after all. Isn't tha t
right ?
A Only partly right. It will of course
be a spiritual influence, but it will
operate through actual governmental
agencies . The Scriptures indicate that
the messianic government will begin
to function in the Holy Land, and tha t
from there its influence and contro l
will spread until it embraces the en -
tire earth .
If Frank, do the prophecies indicate
how the messianic kingdom power will
first be manifested in Palestine ?
fl Yes! The prophecies make it clea r
that it will be through a miraculous
deliverance of the Jewish people there
gathered, and against whom hordes of
aggressors from the north have pitted
their military might to destroy them .
The Bible shows that when this fina l
phase of the Battle of Armageddon ha s
reached a climax God will intervene
in a miraculous way and save his peo-
ple. Then their eyes will be opene d
to recognize their Messiah, and the
messianic kingdom work will begin.

A SECOND CHANCE

June 20
ii Frank, my first question has to do
with God's attitude toward sinner s
after they die . I have been told that
there are those who believe that a
person can keep right on sinning in
this life—doing just as he pleases, you
might say—and then in the next life
have a second chance to be saved .
IT Ernest, the Bible does not teach any
such liberal philosophy as you have
outlined.

IT Are we to understand, then, that all
opportunity for salvation ends at death ?

11 No, Ernest, that is not the Bibl e
teaching either.
If Frank, that sounds like a contradic-
tion. You say there is no " second
chance, " and yet that all opportunity
for salvation does not end at death .
Would you mind explainring just what
you mean ?
IT Ernest, the proposition you stated is
that a person can continue sinning all
his life, wilfully ignoring the grace of
God, and that God will overlook all
this, and extend his unlimited grac e
toward him in the resurrection . Now ,
that thought is wholly unscriptural !
The Apostle Paul states, for example ,
"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shal l
he also reap."—Galatians 6 : 7
If Well, it's plain enough from that
text that there is to be a just retri-
bution for all wrongdoing.
If A "jus t " retribution is the proper way_
of stating the matter, Ernest . Millions
of human beings have died without
having any opportunity to accept Christ
and obey God's righteous laws. If these
are to have no future opportunity for
salvation, then God is unjust.
If And it would be even worse, it
seems to me, if such must suffer an
eternity of torture in a hell of fire .
Why, there are indeed millions who
have had very little opportunity to
know and do better. They have not
been wicked in the sense that they
have robbed their neighbors, or com-
mitted murder, or otherwise broken
the conventions of human society . As
a matter of fact, they have been what
the world calls "good people. "
IT But not good enough for heaven—
is that what you mean ?
1T That's the thought, Frank . But at
the same time, they have not been
wicked enough, it seems to me, to b e
punished in a hell of torment forever .

If I' m glad you said that, Ernest. As I
remarked to you once before, no one
on earth has ever been so great a
sinner as to merit an eternity of torture
in the alleged fiery hell that was in -
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vented back in the Dark Ages. That ' s
one point we should get settled in our
minds once for all .

If Right you are, Frank, and I tell you,
that article you gave me to read en -
titled "Not Good Enough for Heaven—
Too Good for Hell" really does settl e
that point! But getting back to our dis-
cussion, just how good does a person
have to be in order to be assured the
privilege of spending eternity in a
heavenly home ?
1f Ernest, the Scriptures are very ex-
plicit on that point. I would like t o
remind you of the rich young ruler
who came to Jesus to inquire about
the hope of eternal life . He asked,
"What good thing must I do to inherit
eternal life?" Jesus referred this youn g
man to the ten commandments, t o
which he replied, "All these have I
kept from my youth up . "

11 Frank, that young ruler was reall y
a good man if he actually kept those
commandments. It meant that he
worshiped the true God, had not in-
jured his neighbors, had not been guilty
of robbery, or murder, or other crime .

IT But for all that, Ernest, Jesus said
that he was still lacking. Jesus said
to him, "Go sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor and take up
your cross and follow me, and thou
shalt have treasure in heaven . " Thi s
means that the only ones who may
entertain a heavenly hope are those
who, in addition to accepting Jesus as
their personal Savior, devote all that
they have—their very lives—to the
service of God .
if Why Frank, I doubt if there are very
many who reach up to a standard of
that kind !
4 Quite true. Jesus referred to these
faithful followers of his as a " little
flock," and to this " little flock " class
he said, "It is your Father's good pleas-
ure to give you the kingdom"—that
is, a share in the kingdom of heaven .

IT Well as I see it, being a real Chris-
tian is a serious matter. And when w e
consider the high scriptural standard
of righteousness set for the follower s
of Christ it increases the number of

those for whom the ordinary concep-
tion of Christianity has no provision.
What about all these millions? Where
will they be in the resurrection ?
Q Ernest, what makes this problem
seem insurmountable is the unscrip-
tural idea that God is unable to extend
his mercy and blessing to human be-
ings beyond the grave. We have be-
lieved that God is merciful to sinner s
as long as they live, but have claimed
that there could be no mercy extended
to them beyond the grave.
IT In other words, "While there's life
there ' s hope " !
If Put it that way if you wish, but that
is merely narrow-minded human rea-
soning. The Bible, on the contrary,
clearly teaches that the Creator ha s
made a provision for the whole world
of mankind beyond the grave.
II What is that provision ?
IT It is the provision of a resurrection
from death, and a future judgment day .
If Well, the traditional judgment day
is not very bright with hope for anyone
except the faithful followers of Jesus,
is it ?
IT Well, here's another case where the
Bible and tradition part company. In
Acts 17 :31, the Apostle Paul speaks of
the judgment day as being a time of
enlightenment and blessing . In Isaiah
26 :9 we read that when God's judgments
are abroad in the earth the inhabitant s
of the world shall learn righteousness .

If In other words, the judgment day of
the Bible is a day in which the people
will have an opportunity to learn of
the true God, and decide to serve him
if they wish.
IT That's right . You see, Ernest, the
judgment day is more than just a
twenty-four hour day . According t o
the Bible, the judgment day is a
thousand years long.
IT Is that what is sometimes referre d
to as the Millennium ?
IT Yes . It is the thousand years o f
Christ' s kingdom. Christ will be both
King and Judge during those thousand
years, and during that period both the
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living and the dead will be enlightened
and judged, and the obedient blesse d
with the privilege of living upon this
earth forever as perfect human beings.
If Is that opportunity to be for thos e
who are not Christians in this life ?
11 Yes, but Christians will not be judge d
at all during that future judgment
day, for they will already have passed
their test. The word judgment in-
cludes the thought of a trial as well a s
sentence. Those who have accepted
Christ and are walking in his foot -
steps are having their judgment day
now; that is, they are now on trial.
The apostle speaks of it as a fiery trial
—that is, the tests are severe and
exacting.
11 Frank, is that what the apostle
meant when he said, "If the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the un-
godly and the sinner appear?"-I Pet .
4 :18
II Yes, that word "scarcely " suggests
the severity of the Christian's judg-
ment, and it is true that only a com-
paratively few pass through the present
time of trial victoriously .
11 Well, if Christians are to share with
Jesus in the work of the future judg-
ment, it is very evident that they will
not come into judgment with the world .
But Frank, just what did the apostle
mean when he said, "If the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the un-
godly and the sinner appear?" Doesn't
that sound rather threatening towar d
all non-Christians?
11 Only because of the traditional back -
ground, which more or less colors what
we read in the Bible . Actually, the
apostle is merely asking a question
which he does not answer . Other pas-
sages in the Bible, however, do answe r
this question. While tradition woul d
answer that the ungodly will appea r
in a hell of torment, the Bible assures
us that they will appear upon the
earth as human beings, and that the y
will then be placed on trial for ever -
lasting life.
IT Frank, is that really in the Bible ?
11 Yes. Among the most notorious sin-
ners mentioned in the Bible are the

Sodomites. God summarily destroye d
them because of their debauchery an d
wickedness. However, in the 16th chap-
ter of Ezekiel' s prophecy we are tol d
that they are to be restored to their
former estate—which means that the y
are to be restored to life upon the
earth—and given an opportunity of en-
tering into covenant relationship with
God.
Q Will that be in the judgment day ?

11 Yes. Jesus said that it would be
more tolerable, or favorable, for the
Sodomites in the day of judgment than
for the people of his day who rejected
his message. But according to the
Apostle Paul, even these, that is, those
who crucified Jesus, are to have mercy
shown to them in the day of judgment .
II Well, that's certainly wonderful. But
Frank, why should the "sinners of
Sodom have a better chance in the day
of judgment than those who crucified
Jesus?
II That, Ernest, is where the degree o f
enlightenment enters into the matter.
The Sodomites were not enlightened.
Jesus said that if the same mighty
works had been done in Sodom as had
been performed in some of the citie s
of his day, the Sodomites would have
repented . But those works were not
done in Sodom, so the Sodomites ha d
less responsibility for their sins .
11 Is that what Jesus meant when he
said that those who know the Lord ' s
will and do it not shall be beaten with
many stripes, while those who know
not the Lord' s will and do it not, shall
be beaten with few stripes ?

If Yes . That' s the principle which will
operate in the judgment day toward the
whole world of mankind . To the ex-
tent that anyone today knows the right
and fails to do it, he will receive just
retribution in the future day of judg-
ment .
11 From that standpoint the day of
judgment will be one of discipline and
correction .
11 Yes, and it will be a serious time fo r
many . Every injurious word and deed
will have to be accounted for then.
No one will escape just punishment for
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his sin, but all who in this life have
not sinned wilfully against full light
will have an opportunity to repent,
make amends, obey the laws of God ,
and through the provision of Christ's
blood, have the opportunity of living
forever .

THE THIRD HEAVEN

June 27

If Frank, what is the "third heaven" ?
Almost everybody knows that the Bible
has a great deal to say about heaven ,
but Paul speaks of the "third heaven, "
which he saw in a vision, and th e
apostle says that in this vision he wa s
also caught up into paradise .—II Cor.
2 :1-4
If You know what that means, don' t
you ?
if From what I have learned, paradise
is the restored earth, with mankind,
brought back from death, living happily
on it forever . That 's plain enough .
But Frank, Paul also says that in thi s
vision he was caught up to the thir d
heaven—the third heaven, mind you !
Are we to understand from this tha t
heaven is some sort of three-story ar-
rangement ?
if No, that's not the answer! Paul is
not speaking of heaven as a location .
There is a place called heaven. It is ,
for the want of better language to de -

scribe it, the home of God, and the
center from which his divine author-
ity emanates .

IT Is not that the place that Paul speak s
of as the "third" heaven ?
1f No, I don't think so . The Bible use s
the term heaven in several differen t
ways . For example, it speaks of the
atmosphere above us as the heavens .
The Bible also employs the term heav-
ens to symbolize spiritual controllin g
influences over the affairs of men . It
is in this latter sense that Paul uses it
in the text under consideration . The
symbolic meaning of the term is de -
rived from its literal significance .

IT Just what do you mean by that?

i Simply this : The heavens which are
the firmament above us are the con-
trolling influences over the earth. The
seasons of the year, the tides, the
storms, etc ., are under the influenc e
of the sun and the moon and the stars .
You can see, then, how the term heav-
ens is very properly used in the Bibl e
to symbolize or represent controlling
influences in the affairs of men tha t
are above and beyond the jurisdictio n
of man himself.
If Yes, that ' s very understandable. I
remember also your explanation o f
some of the other symbols of th e
Bible, such, for example, as "fire, "
which is used to symbolize destruction
because it is destructive; just so, th e
heavens represent spiritual rulershi p
over man because they exercise an in -
visible control over all life on the
physical earth. But tell me this : What
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does the Apostle Paul mean by the
"third" heaven? I still don't under -
stand why the figure three should b e
associated with the powers of spiritual
control .
IT The answer is found in the writings
of the Apostle Peter . First, he speak s
of a heavens and earth that came to an
end at the time of the flood.
IT The earth didn' t come to an end then ,
did it ?
11 No . The apostle is not talking about
the physical earth, but of an order of
things that came to an end at the time
of the flood—an order of things which ,
symbolically speaking, was made up of
a heavens and an earth . Then he men-
tions the heavens and earth which now
exist . These, according to Peter, are
dissolved at the second coming of
Christ. In conclusion the apostle says :
"Nevertheless we, according to God' s
promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth. "—II Pet. 3:13

IT Why Frank, that new heavens men-
tioned by Peter must be the "third"
heavens that Paul saw! The heaven s
before the flood were the first, the
present heavens are the second, and th e
new heavens are the third. Well, that' s
simple! I notice that Peter also uses
the word "world ." He says that it
was the world that perished at the
time of the flood. Just what does that
mean ?
If The word world in this prophecy i s
a translation of the Greek word kosmos,
which means order, or arrangement .
IT Just the opposite of chaos .
If That's right. The kosmos, or order
of things, in each of the cases men-
tioned by Peter is made up of both
the symbolic heavens and the symbolic
earth . The term earth in this case
represents the visible arrangements by
which humanity is controlled .
IT Civilization, in other words.
it That's right . Before the flood, and
since, these human arrangements have
almost always had a certain tie-in with
higher, or spiritual, standards and in-
fluences which have exercised a large
measure of control in human affairs.

Man was so constituted by the Creator -
that he naturally seeks guidance from ,
some supposedly authoritative source.
outside of and above himself . The-
chaos now so rapidly engulfing human-
ity is due to the spread of atheism, .
which is causing millions—in some,
cases whole nations—to attempt a.
break-away from the higher powers ..
This is what the Apostle Peter refers,
to as the dissolving of the heavens ..
Jesus said of this time that the power s
of the heavens would be shaken .
IT Your thought, then, is that humanity
must decide between God and chaos_
IT That may be one way of putting it,
although there is a great deal more
than that involved.
IT For instance?
tf Well, there is the matter of false
gods .
IT Such as the Shinto "heavens" which,
once ruled Japan .
IT That' s right, and Jesus informs us.
that Satan, the devil, is the prince of
this, evil world, or kosmos. In II Co-
rinthians 4 :4, Paul calls Satan "the god
of this world." While he has managed
to hold his order of things together
until now, the influence of his ruler-
ship has always been selfish, oppres-
sive, and cruel .
IT Do you mean to imply that the true
God has not been interested in the
affairs of the present world?
If God has been ruling in the hearts
of his own people . Through the lives
of these a wholesome, godlike influence
has extended to mankind in general _
To the degree that these have been
heeded, the conditions of humanity
have been improved .
IT Isn't the Bible sometimes called "the
torch of civilization" ?
IT Yes, and the extent to which its
teachings have been' heeded has deter-
mined the measure of civilization the
world has enjoyed . That professed
Christian civilization has often been
uncivilized is due to a failure on the
part of individuals and governments
to practice the just and righteous ethi-
cal codes laid down in the Bible .
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11 Would you say that the devil has
been more powerful than God ?
IT No indeed! God has not yet attempted
to control the affairs of mankind .
God has been working in the hearts
and lives of all true Christians, pre -
paring them to live and reign with
Christ, as the new heavens, or the ne w
spiritual rulers, of his world of to -
morrow.
IT I notice here in the Bible that the
apostle says, "We according to God's
promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth :" This seems to be referring
to a promise God made in the Old
Testament . Is there an Old Testament
promise to this effect ?

11 Yes, Ernest, the promise of God to
which Peter refers is recorded in the
'65th chapter of Isaiah, verse 17, also
the 66th chapter, verse 22. Through the
prophet God says, "I will create new
heavens and a new earth . " In the
New Testament we are told that Chris t
and the church will constitute this new
creation, this "new heavens ."
If Which, if I understand the matter ,
would mean that Christ, together with
the church exalted to heavenly glory
with him, will be the new spiritual
rulers of God's world of tomorrow, is
that it?
¶ That's exactly the way the Bible puts
it .
¶ Fine. And I suppose that is the real
significance of the many heavenly
promises that are made to the follower s
of Jesus .

¶ Yes, Ernest, and it is very important
to notice that these heavenly promise s
of the Bible are not made to. or on
behalf of, the world of mankind in
general. They are made exclusivel y
to those who follow in the footsteps o f
Jesus. They are promises that if they
suffer and die with him they will l ive
and reign with him. He will be th e
King of the new world of tomorrow,
and the church will rule with him for
a thousand years.
1f Is that the thousand years that is
sometimes spoken of as the millennium ?

11 Yes. And it is during that thousand

years that mankind will be restored
to life upon the earth . That will be
the restoration of paradise for all man -
kind . The promises of the Bible which
apply to that period are made on behal f
of all mankind, and are earthly -prom-
ises, not heavenly, as you will notice
by reading further that prophecy from
the 65th chapter of Isaiah .

If Yes, I notice it does say here that
"they shall build houses, and inhabit
them . " That certainly doesn ' t sound
like a heavenly promise, does it?

If No . And when during that kingdom
period the great reconstruction work
is in progress, it will be carried on•
without fear that atomic bombs will
one day destroy that which has been
built .

if Frank, here's something in this
prophecy that is truly wonderful. It
says, "The wolf and the lamb shal l
feed together. . . They shall not
hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun-
tain, saith the Lord." You know this
language sounds very much like a de-
scription of conditions in the Garden of
Eden .
IT That's very true, and as You men-
tioned in the beginning of our dis-
cussion, Paul associates paradise with
his description of the kingdom of
Christ on the earth . The very purpose
of the new spiritual rulership of Christ
and the church is to restore the lost
earthly paradise . When the new heav-
ens and new earth are established ,
there will be a world-wide Garden
of Eden. This will mean not only the
overthrow of Satan's rule of selfishness,
but also the destruction of disease and
death . And besides that, it will mean
the resurrection of the dead . This
is clearly promised in Revelation 21 :4.

LITERATURE OFFER : June 6, .
Special Dawn No. 2; June 13 ,
"Chosen People"; June 20, Special
Dawn No. 1; June 27, Special
Dawn No. 4 (See page 65) .
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Visual Presentation of the Messag e

W
E HAVE previously mentioned in these columns our hope
of eventually being able to supply illustrated presenta-
tions of the truth, and now we have reached the point .

where we can speak a little more definitely about this prospect . It
is our present expectation that within a matter of two or thre e
months we will have a series of four illustrated divine plan char t
talks ready for use . We are mentioning the matter now in orde r
that you may give consideration to this additional opportunity o f
presenting the message and perhaps be ready to do something about
it when we are able to announce that the illustrated lectures ar e
ready .

First of all, we wish to assure the brethren that this method o f
witnessing should not be considered a substitute for the usual typ e
of public lecture. What we hope is that it will enable the brethren
to give a witness for the truth when it is not possible to hold publi c
meetings, either because no public speakers are available, or for
other reasons . We are thoroughly convinced that the public meet-
ing is still a wonderful way of promulgating the truth and we
encourage the brethren to continue activities along this line .

Nor do we recommend these illustrated lectures for use in
large auditoriums where great expense would be entailed in pre-
senting them. They are designed more particularly for smal l
gatherings such as can be held in private homes, and in small hall s
and schoolhouses . They will be suitable for audiences up to tw o
hundred—and possibly more under favorable circumstances .

We believe that one of the most valuable uses of this ne w
method of witnessing will be in connection with following up th e
interest created by the Frank and Ernest radio programs. We are
confident that many of these interested listeners will gladly avai l
themselves of the opportunity of enjoying these illustrated lectures.
In large cities district meetings can be arranged for this purpose,
either in the homes of the interested, or in small, inexpensive halls .
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They will not be motion pictures, but for the most part, hand
colored stills, a large proportion of them selected from the "Photo
Drama of Creation ." The lectures will be recorded on tape, which
is the most up-to-date method of recording . The pictures will be
accurately timed to coincide with the lectures, and the combination
will, we believe, hold the interest of all who are in any degree
desirous of learning more about the Bible and its teachings . The
timing of the pictures with the lectures is done in such a way as
not to distract the listeners ' attention when the pictures change as
is so often the case in presentations of this nature .

The arrangements for supplying these illustrated lectures and
the equipment for presenting them are not yet complete . We
believe that in many instances ecclesias, or groups of small ecclesias ,
will want to purchase the outfits, which will consist of equipmen t
for playing the tape recording, plus a projector for the pictures .
We are planning, as a start, to furnish four lectures . These will
doubtless be added to occasionally at a very small additional cost.

The pictures will not be on slides but on what is known a s
"Film Strips . " A Film Strip for an entire lecture will not ` weigh
more than a few ounces . The reproduction of the voice by mean s
of tape recording is excellent, and permits the giving of a lectur e
approximately forty-five minutes in length without a break . And
there will be no record scratch to detract from the spoken word .

We will be glad to discuss this project further by correspond-
ence with any of the brethren who may be interested. It will be
of assistance if we can obtain some idea as to how many unit s
may be called for within the first few months after the effort is
"arted, as this will have a bearing on ascertaining costs. We will

not limit the supplying of outfits to ecclesias . Doubtless there are
individual brethren, perhaps even isolated brethren, who will b e
glad to utilize this method of witnessing in their respective terri-
tories. So let us hear from all who may be interested. Address
your inquiries to The Dawn, attention of Visual Witnessing.

Incidentally, we might add that if any of the brethren are
considering the purchase of a tape recorder and playback machin e
that they write us about it . We foresee many possibilities of servic e
through the use of this new invention, and it will be an advantag e
if all the brethren who purchase machines can have the type that.
will play the recorded truth messages which doubtless sooner or
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later will be avail able; that is, recordings which may not neces-
sarily be accompanied by pictures .

"Behold Your King "

Tr
HE book dealing with the Lord's second presence, referred
to in these columns several months ago, is now ready . An
advertisement of it will be found on the inside front cover o f

this issue . Its title is, "Behold Your King," and surely there is n o
more timely message than this that can be given when the whol e
world stands at the brink of ruin . The Lord 's consecrated peopl e
today—the "feet" members of the body of Christ—are commissioned
to declare the "day of vengeance," and this cannot be done com-
prehensively if the relationship of Christ 's second advent to the day
of vengeance is ignored. And since this phase of the truth should
not be ignored in our message, it becomes essential to present the
whole truth on the subject, and in a manner which the inquirin g
mind can grasp . This is what we have endeavored to do in "Be-
hold Your King."

While "Behold Your King" is designed to carry the messag e
of our Lord 's presence and its relationship to the divine plan, to
the inquiring public, we believe it will also serve to strengthen the
faith of the brethren and be of especial help to those who may be
having difficulty in accepting in its fulness this glorious doctrin e
of present truth . Here, then, is an opportunity to be of service t o
one another . It will be well, we think, if every Bible Student, of
our acquaintance can be encouraged to read "Behold Your King . "

To those thoroughly acquainted with the teachings of Studies
in the Scriptures, there is nothing new in "Behold Your King, "
except that the prophetic truths which we have known and love d
are made the more sure in the light of world developments as we
know and see them today. One of the sure evidences that we have
the truth on the prophecies pertaining to the Lord's second coming
is the fact that world developments from year to year and fro m
decade to decade make it more firmly established and more easily
understood . "How can Christ be present when there is so muc h
trouble in the world?" and the many other questions being raised
-on this subject these days, are answered in "Behold Your King "
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in a convincing, and kindly manner .
We feel that the importance of the doctrine of Christ 's pres-

ence cannot be overemphasized . The great majority of those en -
lightened by present truth are rejoicing in this item of their faith ,
and increasingly so . This is as it should be ; but let us spread the
good news to still others, and if possible help those who for on e
reason or another have let the value of this precious doctrine sli p
from their hearts. To the Lord's consecrated people today, th e
blessed fact of our Lord 's presence should be one of the corner-
stones of their rejoicing; to the inquiring mind, not yet enlightened
by the truth, it should be shown as the reason for a collapsin g
civilization, and the only hope for a better world of tomorrow. So
we commend "Behold Your King " to the brethren everywhere as
a refreshing review of present truth for themselves, and a timely
message of comfort for use in their general witness work .

Europe ' s Spiritual Famin e
HE spiritual hunger for hope and faith in Europe is greate r
than the hunger for food ." So said Gen. Albert Orsborn ,
international leader of the Salvation Army, in a recent

nation-wide broadcast. From the standpoint of the truth our
conception of spiritual hunger "for hope and faith" is of course
quite different from that of the Salvation Army, nevertheless w e
can testify upon the basis of the contacts we have there with ou r
brethren in Christ that there is a great need for spiritual help ,
especially among our own brethren ; and probably a greater desir e
than ever before on the part of the general public to find in th e
Bible an answer for their problems . It is indeed an opportune
time to promulgate the truth in the Old World .

Needless to say we are doing the best we can to meet this
emergency. As may well be surmised, the language barrier is a
formidable obstacle, but we are not permitting it to block th e
way. We are finding it possible gradually to increase the flow o f
literature in the German language . Arrangements are being made
with our French-speaking brethren to have printing done in Swit-
zerland; and the Polish brethren in America are doing the best the y
can to supply Polish literature for use in Poland . We suggest that
all the brethren make this - effort a matter of earnest prayer.
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And there is still much need for food and clothing. In a pre-
vious announcement we advised those to whom we had sent names
of brethren in the Russian Zone of Germany not to send further
packages to these names, as new lists were being prepared by th e
classes over there. These lists have now arrived, and we are pre -
pared to send names to all who wish them . We truly have a sacred
opportunity to do what we can for our needy brethren, along both .
spiritual and material lines . The brethren in Europe are for the
most part more frank in their pleas for spiritual food than for
material food . This is due in part, no doubt, to their modesty, fo r
we know that they need both, and we are confident that the Ameri-
can brethren will continue to do their best to help them .

Reports from Germany of the safe arrival of food, clothing,,
and literature are very encouraging. From the letters received.
from the brethren in the British Zone who have the responsibility
of distributing the supplies to individuals in the various classes ,
we quote the following excerpts :

"Up to the present we have presented about five hundred
brothers and sisters of the environs with the gifts received, s o
that their greatest needs have been satisfied. Meanwhile the dis-
tribution among the more distant classes has begun . "

"We should have dearly liked if you could have seen the sur-
prised and joyous faces of those presented with your gifts—the eye s
of many old people were filled with _tears of . _emotion. Many,
especially of the young brethren, have learned that `brotherhood
in Christ' is something more than idle talk . We older ones still
remember the spirit of love ruling in the classes thirty years ago ."

"Not only material gifts were sent to us, but spiritual ones
also. Having read your first issue of the German Dawn I mus t
confess that I haven't seen such a truth magazine for decades .
Since we cannot get a permit for printing, we are glad to accep t
your kind offer to help, and we thank you for the literatur e
received thus far. This helps to fill a long existing need . "

"Dear Brethren in the Lord : I am one of those happy persons
charged with distributing your gifts among the brethren of ou r
class . We recently distributed gifts among the friends, taking
them to their homes. You cannot imagine how pleased they were
when we came. There was one aged couple . The sister had been
seriously ill for some weeks . On the previous day a neighbor' s
wife had recommended coffee, but they had no hope of obtaining
any, so the grand climax of their joy came when they realize d
that among the other American supplies I had brought there wa s
coffee. "
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An Encouraging Report

IT IS always more or less of a
question how many people listen
to a radio program, although the
mail response from the Frank an d
Ernest broadcasts indicates that
the weekly audience is very large .
Recently we received a letter fro m
Radio Station WNBF of Bingham -
ton, New York, telling us of th e
result of a survey that has bee n
made in that district, particularly
in the "Triple Cities," that is ,
Binghamton, Endicott, and John -
son City. The survey covered th e
15-minute period when Frank and
Ernest are on the air . We quote

from the letter as follows :
"You will be interested to know

that we have just taken a complete
Crosley Survey of the Triple Cities
and during the period 10:00-10 :1 5
A. M. [the Frank and Ernest
period] 56 .6 per cent of the total
listeners in this area are tuned to
WNBF. The other three stations
in the area have the following per-
centages: WINR, 18 .9 ; WKOP, 1 .9 ;
and WENE, 8 .2 . We are justifiably
proud of this rating, as it permits
us to give you definite proof that
the larger audience in the area is
listening to your program . "

This is very encouraging indeed,
especially since the programs hav e
been on this station for six years .

YOUR QUESTIONS—SCRIPTURALLY ANSWERED

(Continued from page 15 )
living way" to life has been opene d
up. (Heb. 10:20) He is the "justi-
fier of him which believeth i n
Jesus ." Justification means to be
made right . "It is God that justi-
fieth, " so in the full meaning of th e
word, justification means to b e
made right with God. (Rom. 8 :33 )
When you and I consecrate our-
selves to God, we are not perfect
and therefore not acceptable t o
him. But Christ is our "advocate,"
and by virtue of the merit of hi s
ransom sacrifice we are presented
to the Father, and are acceptable
"in the Beloved . "—I John 2 :1; Eph .
1 :6

The Heavenly Father is able to
justify these consecrated ones pre-
sented in the merit of our Lord's
ransom, and still be just in de-
manding sin's penalty, because "as
in Adam all die, even so in Christ

shall all be made alive . " (I Cor .
15 :22) "Being justified freely by
his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus : whom Go d
hath set forth to be a propitiatio n
through faith in his blood, to de-
clare his righteousness for the re-
mission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God ; to
declare, I say, at this time his
righteousness : that he might b e
just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus. "—Rom. 3 :24-2 6

When the work of selecting the
church is at last complete, then
our Lord will give into the hand s
of Justice the merit of hisransom ,
which will result in the release ,
not only of Adam, but of all hi s
children, from the sentence o f
death ; for he has promised to "ran-
som them from the power of the
grave" and to "redeem them from
death ."—Hosea 13 :14
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By Way of the Cros s

VERY interesting talk on the
above subject was given by Brother
MacAulay at the Easter Conven-
tion at Warrington . He said that
throughout the church's history
there has been a tendency to lower
the standard set for a true follower
of Christ by the Scriptures, and
this has been especially so after th e
various reformation movements ,
due to the desire to bring as man y
as possible into their particular
organization .

The Christian standard is clearly
defined. In the case of our Lord ,
from the moment of consecratio n
at Jordan until actual death on the
cross, his course was one of cross -
bearing. In this course we learn
to know the will of God and to
say, "Have your way with me,
Lord." By thus following Jesus we
are severed from earthly ties and
have our Gethsemane experiences
as Christ did when we feel that no
one is with us, for the cutting of
earthly ties is not easy to bear .

Our Lord laid down the terms o f
discipleship in no uncertain man-
ner. He who putteth his hand to
the plough and turneth back is no t
fit for the kingdom. Our way is a
matter of cross-bearing until we
have finished our course in death .
(Matt. 10:37, 38; 16:24, 25) In
these passages the terms of dis-
cipleship are given straight from
the shoulder. Of those who fol-
lowed, many could not bear to b e
told that they must eat his flesh

and drink his blood, so they walked
with him no more . "Will ye also
go?" Jesus asked his disciples, an d
the reply must have warmed th e
heart of our Lord, "To whom can
we go? Thou hast the words of
eternal life. "

Are we so fulfilling our conse-
cration that we can have thos e
sentiments in our hearts? The wa y
of the cross is a lonely one—a con-
tinued learning of "not my will ,
but thine be done ." Jesus was
tested in all ways, and even Pete r
was rebuked for saying to his Mas-
ter, "This shall not be unto thee ."
Our Lord, who knew that his time
was at hand, set his face to go t o
Jerusalem, knowing that in com-
pleting his sacrifice it would mean
death on the cross .

They railed upon him, "If thou
be the Son of God, come down
from the cross." That was a
temptation to make the Word of
none effect, and the Adversary had
tempted him that way before . In
reality the devil was saying, Lowe r
the standard, come down from the
cross, and everyone will believe
you. Let us remember our call to
fellowship with Him in his death
that we may be glorified together .
The Scriptures say, "Be thou faith-
ful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life ." We must not
lower the standard, nor stray fro m
the fellowship we have with Go d
in Christ Jesus, who through con-
secration are acceptable in the Be -
loved .

Why are there so many varieties
of Christians? It is because many
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have lost sight of what it mean s
to be accepted by God and to b e
translated into his kingdom. They
fail to see the hope set before us, .
through the way he has opened
and consecrated for us . Let us
whose eyes are opened realise tha t
we have a responsibility one to -
ward the other, to Lear one an-
other 's burdens, and to help all to
see our privileges to suffer with
Christ that we might reign with
him. Soon, we know not how soon ,
the church will be completed, and
the vision of the kingdom will be
a reality.

Standing Fas t
Watch Ye, Stand Fast in the

Faith. —1 Cor . 16 :1 3

ItFTER visiting Athens, wher e
Paul's spirit was stirred within
him as be beheld the city full o f
idols, and where, after proclaimin g
the unknown God, the day of judg-
ment, and the resurrection of the
dead, only to be mocked (Acts
17:32), Paul journeyed on to Co-
rinth. It was in the apostle's mind
to continue his journey, but God
said, "I have much people in thi s
city," and so for eighteen months
he preached the Gospel there.

Corinth was a cosmopolitan city,
a seaport visited by people of
many nations. It was here that
Paul met Aquila and Priscilla and
together they laboured in th e
Lord's work. Later, after the
church had been established, Co-
rinth was visited by Apollos, who
was energetic in the Gospel, bu t
knowing only John's baptism.
Very soon the Adversary got busy,

and many were ensnared and fel l
morally and doctrinally . It was for
this reason, that Paul sent his first
epistle to tnem and in the above
words admonishes them to stan d
fast in the faith.

To stand fast in the faith means
to hold fast to the doctrines and
precepts of the Gospel as pro -
claimed by the apostle. Credulity
and superstition have nothing to
do with faith, which is built upon
sound doctrine. Paul stated (I Cor .
3 :10), "I have laid the foundation,
and another buildeth thereon . "

That foundation was Jesu s
Christ, upon which the superstruc-
ture of Christian doctrine as re-
vealed by the Holy Spirit was -
erected. In the 15th chapter the
apostle shows that this also em -
braces the hope of the resurrection
and the exaltation of the church ,
the reign of Christ and the puttin g
down of all enemies, even death
itself . This was the faith, the
knowledge or purpose of God, in
which they were asked to stand
fast.

In the Corinthian church there
were those who were sectional ,
who followed leaders. Som e
claimed to follow Cephas, some
Apollos, some Paul, and some
Christ . It was these conditions
that caused the church to lose their
hold on the faith. To-day there
is a danger that we might lose ou r
hold of the faith through differ-
ences among the brethren. Dur-
ing the Dark Ages, the pure
doctrine was obscured by many
errors, but in the closing days of
this age the Lord raised up Pastor
Russell, who was instrumental in
clearing away the rubbish, and, in
the six volumes of Scripture
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Studies, making plain the founda-
tion mentioned by the apostle i n
I Corinthians chapter 3, pointin g
out the need for each one to build
upon that foundation in harmony
with the cornerstone, Christ .

It would be a good thing for
each one in present truth to go
carefully over the six volumes
again, to re-examine these founda-
tion doctrines . Our faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men ,
and it has to be admitted to-day
that some leaders of the Lord' s
people wander into the bypaths of
error, teaching doctrines not in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. Let
us take heed to the admonition of
the apostle, "Watch ye, stand fas t
in the faith . " While we walk in
the light, and thus make progress ,
we do not change the "faith, " for
this is unalterable . To stand fas t
means to remain firm where we
are, holding to those doctrines of
"present truth " that enlightened
our minds and warmed our hearts ,
that showed us God as the God of
love, and Jesus as the One sent o f
God, full of grace and truth .

Interesting Item s

A LARGE shipment of tract s
has recently been received from
the United States and the breth-
ren are invited to order the m
freely . The supply is ample for
general distribution purposes. We
have two subject s—"Do You
Know?" and "Human Destiny . "
Ecclesias ordering a thousand o r
more may have the hour and ad -
dress of their Sunday meeting im-
printed. As heretofore, there is

no charge for this literature and
we are grateful that in the Lord ' s
providence we are able to continu e
supplying it . May all of us who
can volunteer "to scatter [these ]
golden gems like morning dew. "

We have recently received word
from The Dawn office in Americ a
that it is likely 'another pilgrim
will visit Great Britain later thi s
year. We are confident that th e
brethren generally will welcom e
such a visit . May the prospect of
this further opportunity of fellow -
ship with our American brethre n
become a reality .

Probably most Dawn readers in
Great Britain read the statement
in the May issue concerning th e
plan to supply records for home
use which carry a message of
truth . In order to determine how
many of these recordings may be
called for in Great Britain, we will
appreciate hearing from any wh o
may be interested . Address The
Dawn, 68 South Castle Street ,
Liverpool 1 .

Our thanks to the brethren in the
Guildford and other districts, who have
sent in donations for the work generally
and also for the assistance of the Ger-
man brethren, and who wish to remai n
anonymous.

"Awake, my soul, awake!
The precious days are flying !

Yield not to ease nor sloth ,
The far-spent day is dying .

"Up, and gird on thy sword !
Didst dream the battle ended?

The last fight's on—and no such cause
Was ever yet defended!

"Not yet, but soon, the prize
One last, supreme endeavour

Is thine, and then the crown ,
The bliss, the joy, forever! "
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

C. E . DICKINSO N
Liverpool	 June

	

6
Luton	 July 18

J. E . HUMPHREY
Anerley	 July 18

H. R. KIPP S
Ipswich	 July 18

F. LINTER
Beckenham	 July 18

J. Y. MAC AULA Y
Rugby	 June

	

1
Nottingham	 2
Oxford	 3
Swindon	 4
Yeovil	 5, 7
Bristol	 8
Eastleigh

	

9
Portsmouth	 1 0
Guildford	 11

Beckenham	 12,1 3
Putney	 1 4
Anerley	 15
Ilford (Gearies School)	 16
Arundel	 1 7
Oxford	 1 8
Coventry	 19, 2 0
Peterborough	 21, 2 2
Lincoln	 23,2 4
Sheffield	 25
Leigh & Warrington 	 26,27
Lymm	 28
Dewsbury (Foundry St.)	 2 9
Glasgow	 July 3, 4

J. H. MURRAY
Gateshead	 June

	

6
Leigh (Afternoon)	 July

	

1 1
Warrington (Evening) 	 l i

W. E. PAMPLING
Anerley	 June l 3

P. WATT S
Pontypool	 July 25

AVAILABLE IN GREAT BRITAI N
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

Full Set of Six Volumes, 18/9
Volumes 1, 2, and 3—2/6 each
Volumes 4, 5, and 6—3/9 each

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS
Daily Heavenly Manna—(Cloth)—2/6 ;
(de luxe)—6/3
Hymns of Dawn (Cloth)—5/-
Tabernacle Shadows (Cloth)—2/6 eac h
Emphatic Diaglott—10/6
Moffatt's Translation (Complete Bible) —
17/6
Berean Questions (Volume 1)—6d
God's Promises Come True—10/ -
Creation—8d each ; 7/6 per dozen
Chosen People—8d each ; 7/6 per dozen

THREEPENNY BOOKLETS
2/6 per dozen

As Angels of Light
Christ Has Returne d
God's Plan
The Truth About Hell
God and Reason
Hope Beyond the Grave

FREE BOOKLETS
God's Hand in the Affairs of Men
Divine Intervention Near
The Judgment Da y
God's Remedy for a World Gone Ma d
God's Restitution Project
Ask for samples of free tracts.

THE DAWN

	

68 South Castle Street

	

LIVERPOOL 1
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GEORGE O . JEUCK
Sarasota, Fla .

	

. . . June

	

13

GEORGE S . KENDALL
El Paso, Tex	 June

	

2
Tucson, Ariz	 3, 4
Phoenix, Ariz	 5- 3
Yuma, Ariz	 9, 10
San Diego, Calif 	 1 3
Santa Ana, Calif 	 June 14,15
Long Beach, Calif	 16,17
Los Angeles, Calif. June 18-July

	

5

R. A. KREB S
Reading, Pa	 June

	

1
Schuylkill Haven, Pa	 2
Shamokin, Pa	 3
Paterson, N . J	 6
New Haven, Conn	 10
Groton, Conn	 11
Providence, R . I	 13
New Bedford, Mass	 14,15
Lynn, Mass	 16
Manchester, N. H	 17, 18
Boston, Mass	 20
Worcester, Mass	 21

1 North Brookfield, Mass	 22, 23
2 Binghamton, N. Y	 25
3 Buffalo, N. Y	 27
4 Tonawanda, N . Y	 28
6 Erie, Pa	 29

13 Cleveland, Ohio . . . . June 30-July

	

1
Detroit, Mich	 July 3-5

A. H. KRUMPOLT
Groton, Conn. (Evening) . . June 19
Groton, Conn . (Morning)	 20
New London, Conn . (Afternoon) 20

L. P. LOOMIS
Paterson, N. J	 June 13
New Haven, Conn . (Morning) . . . .

	

20
Waterbury, Conn. (Afternoon) . .

	

20

H . E. ANDERSON
Bridgeport, Conn	 June

W. T. BAKER
Toledo, Ohio	 June
Cleveland, Ohio	
Buffalo, N. Y	
Toronto, Ont., Can	
Tonawanda, N. Y	
Rochester, N. Y	
Baltimore, Md	
York, Pa. (Evening)	
York, Pa . (Morning)	
Lancaster, Pa . (Afternoon)	

1
2

6, 7
1 3
14
1 5
20
26
27
27

JULIUS BEDNARZ
Binghamton, N . Y	 June 20

DON H. COPELAND
Detroit, Mich	 July

O. D. DEIFER
Lehighton, Pa	 June

3-5

2 0

IL E . DEITRIC H
Dayton, Ohio	 June
Columbus, Ohio	
Piqua, Ohio	 '	
Toledo, Ohio	
Detroit, Mich	
Jackson, Mich	

IRVING C. FOS S
Oakland, Calif	 June
Whittier, Calif	

WILLIAM J. HOLLISTER
Reading, Pa	 Jun e

EDWARD FAY
San Luis Obispo, Calif 	 June 20

6
20

20

LEVI JACOBS

Hartford, Conn . (Afternoon) June
Wallingford, Conn. (Evening) . . . .

6

	

E . It. MAC JILTON

6 Connellsville, Pa	 June 27
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W. S. MARSHALL
South Penobscot, Me 	 June

	

6
(Brooklin, Me . )

Guilford, Me	 2, 9, 16
Portland, Me	 1 3
Skowhegan, Me	 1 7
Orland, Me	 20
Gouldsboro, Me	 2 7

EDWARD MAURER
Washington, Pa	 June 20

M . C . MITCHELL
Philadelphia, Pa	 June 20

EVERETT MURRAY
Gary, Ind	 June 1, 2
Chicago, Ill	 3
Minneapolis, Minn	 5, 6
Havre, Mont	 8
Spokane, Wash	 9,10
Seattle, Wash	 12,13
Bremerton, Wash	 14
Tacoma, Wash	 15
Portland, Ore	 16, 17
Salem, Ore	 18
Oakland, Calif	 19, 20
Sacramento, Calif 	 28
Stockton, Calif	 29
Modesto, Calif	 30
Los Angeles, Calif	 July 2-1 1

L. H. NORBY
Piqua, Ohio	 June 19, 20

W. E. PAMPLING
Detroit, Mich	 July

	

3
Los Angeles, Calif	 4, 5

HARRY PASSIOS
Duquesne, Pa	 June

	

6

G. R. POLLOCK
Santa Ana, Calif 	 June 27

GEORGE P. RIPPER
Riverside, Calif. (Morning) June 20
Pomona, Calif . (Afternoon)	 20

M. A. STAMULAS
Piqua, Ohio

	

June 19, 20
Detroit, Mich	 July 3-5

C. A. SUNDBOM
Minneapolis, Minn	 June 20
Spokane, Wash	 22
Seattle, Wash	 23
Victoria, B. C	 , Can	 24
Vancouver, B. C., Can	 25
Portland, Ore	 27
Oakland, Calif.

	

30
Los Angeles, Calif	 July 3-5

C. R. WEIDA
Easton, Pa	 June 20

° G. M. WILSO N

Lincoln University, Pa	 June 13
Piqua, Ohio	 19,20
Monessen, Pa	 2 7
Detroit, Mich	 July 3- 5

W. N. WOODWORTH
Lincoln University, Pa	 June 1 3
Detroit, Mich	 July 3-5

C . W. ZAHNOW
San Antonio, Tex	 June

	

9
Austin, Tex	 10
San Angelo, Tex	 12,13
Coleman, Tex	 1 4
Mineral Wells, Tex	 15, 16
Weatherford, Tex	 17,18
Dallas, Tex	 19-21
Sunset, Tex	 22, 23
Bowie, Tex	 24, 25
Electra, Tex	 26,27
Nocona, Tex	 28, 29
Iowa Park, Tex	 June 30-July

	

1

Speakers sponsored by The Dawn are available for service in an y
part of the country where they may be requested. If you desir e
the visit of one of these traveling ministers, write to The Dawn ,
Pilgrim Department . East Rutherford . New Jersey .



CONVENTION S

BUFFALO, N. Y., June 6—All day
gathering in the Kenmore section o f
Buffalo . For details write the secre-
tary, Mrs . Thomas McLerie, 164 Hin-
man Street, Buffalo, N. Y .
JACKSON, MICH., June 13—Annual
one-day gathering of the Jackson Ec-
clesia. Odd Fellows Temple, 414 Sout h
Mechanic Street.
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, PA., June 13
—All day gathering at the farm o f
Brother and Sister M . L. Ritchie, on
Route 896. Lincoln University is be-
tween West Grove and Oxford, Pa .
Convention sign will be posted on mai n
highway .
SAGINAW, MICH ., June 13—Regular
monthly gathering . Woman's Club ,
311 North Jefferson Street.
PIQUA, OHIO, June 19, 20—There will
be a Saturday evening service—ad-
dress later . Sunday meetings in the
Y. W. C. A., 418 North Wayne Street .
A baptismal service is being planned ,
and any desiring to symbolize their
consecration will please notify Mr .
W. J . Molhoek, R. F. D. 2, Box 178 ,
Piqua, Ohio .
CHICAGO, ILL., June 27—All day
gathering, Central Masonic Temple,
910 North La Salle Street.
DETROIT, MICH., July 3-5—Pillar Hall .
14529 Kercheval. For reservations and
details write the secretary, Mr. R. J .
Krupa, 8191 Wisner, Detroit, Mich .

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 3-5—
Thirteenth Annual Convention. Uni-
tarian Community Centre. All in-
quiries should be addressed to the
secretary, Mr . A. W. Abrahamsen,
2816 West 83rd Street, Inglewood,
Calif.
WESTFORD, MASS., Fourth of July
weekend. Details in July Dawn .
DOVER, N. J., July 5—The Paterson,
N. J . Ecclesia is sponsoring a one-day
gathering on the lawn at the home of
Brother and Sister Wesley Stephens ,
R. F . D., Center Grove Road .
OAKLAND, CALIF., July 9-11—Thir d
Annual Convention . For reservations
and other details write the secretary ,
Mr. Clifford R. Miles, 1177 76th Avenue,
Oakland 3, Calif . "
MILWAUKEE, WIS . . July 24, 25—Mod -
ern Woodmen of America Hall, 73 4
North 26th Street . For details an d
reservations write the secretary, Mrs .
Edward Conrad, R . F. D., 2, Box 485 ,
Hales Corners. Wis.
BROOKLYN, N. Y., July 25—104
Clark Street : morning, afternoon, an d
evening .
GENERAL CONVENTION, August 1- 8
—Chautauqua, Ohio . Keep the date
and place in mind .

LABOR DAY GATHERINGS—Brook-
lyn, N . Y . ; Minneapolis, Minn . ; Saginaw ,
Mich ., and Seattle, Wash .

BRADLEE FOLDERS : General as-
sortment of texts and messages, 5
and 10 cents each; birthday mes-
sages only, 10 cents each .
SUNSHINE LINE, No . B 20 : Birth-
day messages. Box of ten cards ,
50 cents .
BIRTHDAY CARDS: Box of ten,

50 cents ; assortment No. 77, four -
teen for $1 .00 ; birthday post cards ,
twelve for 20 cents .
GREETING CARDS : Birthday and
friendship cards, box of ten, 50
cents.

NOTE: Greeting cards are not
available for Canada .
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TRUTH LITERATURE FOR OUR TIME S
STUDIES IN' THE SCRIPTURES

Six Volumes—Cloth—$3 .75
The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth,
50 cents, ten or more, 40 cents; Paper,
25 cents, ten or more, 18 cents . Library
Edition, $1.00 each .
The Time Is at Hand—Cloth, 50 cents.
Thy Kingdom Come—Cloth, 50 cents.
The Battle of Armageddon—Cloth, 85
cents.
The Atonement Between God and Man
—Cloth, 85 cents .
The New Creation—Cloth, 85 cents .
Berean Questions—These books are
available for the above volumes as fol-
lows: First three, 10 cents each; Vol-
umes V and VI, 15 cents each. Ques-
tions on Volume IV to be announced
later .

SPECIAL DAWN S
Ten cents each, $1 .00 a dozen—please
order by number
No. 1—Contents: "Not Good Enoug h
for Heaven" ; "The United Nations in
Prophecy " ; "Atomic Energy in the Ne w
World"; "The Hope of Immortality " ;
"The Gospel of Christ" ; " God Has a
Plan"; and "The World's Challenge t o
Churchianity . "
No . 2—Contents : "GOD AND REASON" ;
"What of the Night" ; "Conversion o f
Christendom. "
No . 3—Contents : "HOPE BEYOND THE
GRAVE" ; "The Dawn of Hope" ; "Run-
ning Like the Lightnings" ; "Liberty of
the Sons of God . "
No. 4—Contents: "GOD'S PLAN" ;
" God's `Glory' and `Visit' " ; "When
Thoughts Take Wings" ; "Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit" ; "God's Enduring
Mercy" ; "Spiritualism—Fact or Fancy? " ;
"Meeting the Challenge to Christianity."

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS
As Angels of Light—Discusses the sub-
ject of Spiritualism .
Christ Has Returned—Rationalizes a
much misunderstood subject.

The Truth About Hell—Examines en-
tire testimony of the Bible on this sub-
ject.

BOOKLETS—100 for Fifty Cents
"Divine Intervention Near" ; "God's
Hand in the Affairs of Men"; "God's
Restitution Project" ; "Types"; "God's
Remedy for a World Gone Mad."

OUR OTHER PUBLICATIONS
God's Promises Come True—For chil-
dren and adults. Nearly four hundre d
pages ; illustrated. Bound in cloth, $2 .00 .
Hymns of Dawn—With music: cloth ,
$1 .00 ; popular edition, 50 cents.
Daily Heavenly Manna—De luxe edi-
tion, $1 .25.
Tabernacle Shadows—Cloth, 50 cents .
Chosen People—Timely for Jews and
Gentiles; 15 cents ; twenty-five or more,
10 cents each.
Creation—Refutes the evolution theory;
15 cents; twenty-five or more, 10 cents
each. .
The Everlasting Gospel—Discusses Sab-
bath and millennial doctrines. 15 cents ;
twenty-five or more, 10 cents each .
Hope—A sixteen-page booklet designed
especially to comfort the mourning. 25
cents a dozen ; fifty for $1 .00 . Price in-
cludes envelopes to match .

FREE LITERATURE
Tracts ; Consolation Cards ; Kingdom
Cards, etc. A good assortment.

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE S
God and Reason—German ; Italian ;
Greek, 10 cents each.
God's Plan—French, 10 cents each .
Where Are the Dead?—French. A tract,
free.
The Divine Plan of the Ages—Italian ,
50 cents each .
God' s Remedy—Italian, 50 cents a hun-
dred.
The Dawn Magazine—Greek, $1 .00 a
year .



To Us the Scriptures Clearly Teach -•

That the church is " the temple of the living God"
—peculiarly "his workmanship" ; that its construction

	

•
has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—ever •

Ire

	

since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
• :

	

chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessings shall come "to all people," 4
and they find access to him.-I Cor . 3:16, 17 ; Eph .
2 :20-22; Gen. 28 :14 ; Gal. 3:29 •

.

	

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polish -
ing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement .
for sin progresses, and when the last of these "liv- 4
ing stones," "elect and precious," shall have been

•

	

made, ready, the great Master Workman will bring all .
.•

	

together in the first resurrection ; and the temple
shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the millen- 4
nium.—Rev . 15:5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the worl d
lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace o f
God tasted death for every man," "a ransom for all," .

+N.

	

and will be "the true light which lighteth every man 4
that cometh into the world, " " in due time."—Heb. 2 :9 ;
John 1 :9 ; I Tim. 2 :5, 6 I•.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like
her Lord, "see him as he is," be a partaker of th e
divine nature and share his glory as his joint-heir .
I John 3 :2; John 17 :24 ; Rom. 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the per- ~•

•

	

fecting of the saints for the future work of service ; to •
.

	

develop in herself every grace; to be God's witness to •

	

'
the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .—Eph. 4:12 ; Matt . 24 :14; Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 :

6 That the hope for theworld lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ's millennial kingdom—the restitution of all 4
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church ' •
—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .
Acts 3 :19-23; Isaiah 35



HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

at the death of Jacob, the grandson of Abraham. At that time they
were existing as slaves in the land of Egypt, being there as a result
of Joseph being sold to Egyptian slave traders by his jealous breth-
ren. They were delivered from this bondage by their great law -
giver, Moses—although Moses himself never entered the Promise d
Land. They wandered in the desert of Sinai, called then the
Wilderness of Sin, for forty years, and finally crossed over th e
river Jordan into the Promised Land under the leadership o f
Joshua, Moses having died.

For more than four hundred years thereafter they were rule d
by what the Scriptures call " judges, " then they petitioned Samuel
for a king—they wanted to be like other nations and have a kin g
to rule over them. God instructed Samuel to yield to their request ,
but to warn them that they would be oppressed by their kings .
Saul was appointed their first king and David was the second .
Among their most colorful kings was Solomon . His fame spread to
other nations, and all the way from Ethiopia the Queen of Sheb a
came to visit him . After seeing the majesty .and glory of Solomon ' s
kingdom, she remarked that the half had never been told con-
cerning his greatness and wisdom. Even Jesus referred to the
glory of Solomon . Speaking of the lily of the field and the Creator ' s
handiwork as represented in it, he remarked that Solomon in al l
his glory was not arrayed as one of these .

Shortly after the death of Solomon, the kingdom of Israel soon
began to go into decay. To start with, there was a division amon g
the tribes of Israel . Ten of the tribes revolted against the new
king, Rehoboam, Solomon's son, and formed a separate kingdom .
These ten tribes chose Jeroboam to reign over them . From this
time forward nearly all the kings, both of the ten-tribe kingdo m
and the two-tribe kingdom of Judah and Benjamin, were dis-
obedient to the Lord, and God 's protection and blessing were
withheld from them.

Finally God permitted the ten-tribe kingdom—frequently re-
ferred to then as Israel, to distinguish it from the two-tribe kingdo m
which was called Judah—to be destroyed and the people to go int o
captivity in Assyria. It is these which even today are referred t o
as the "lost tribes of Israel . " There is an interesting theory per-
taining to these to the effect that they are now represented in th e
Anglo-Saxon race, and that the British Empire, the United States,

3
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