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TILL THE SHADOWS VANISH

ONLY waiting till the dawning is a little brighter grown,

Only waiting till the shadows of the world’s dark night are flown,
Till the shadows all shall vanish in the blessed, blessed day;

For the morn at last is breaking through the twilight, soft and gray.

Only waiting till the presence of the Sun of Righteousness

Shall dispel the noxious vapors, ignorance, and prejudice;

Till the glory of the sunlight of the bright Millennial day

Scatters all tive mists of darleness, lights the gloom with healing ray.

Waiting for the restitution, promised in the holy Word;
When our race, redeemed and risen, know and love the Savior Lord.
Wien each man shall love his fellow; justice give to each and a!':
Dwe il in love, and dwell in Jesus, who redeemed them from the fail.
"Weeping may endure for a night,
but joy cometh in the morning’ ' —Psalm 30:5
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TOMORROW’'S NEWS

AU

FORESHADOWED

“The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the
little hills, by righteousness.”—PsaLm 72:3.

E T IS a trite old saying, but
true, that coming events cast
their shadows before them.
News items of our day are char-
acterized by tales of destruction
and slaughter. Civilization is
caught in a vortex of circum-
stances which headline the news
with accounts of bombings,
shellings, sinkings and killings
which tend to sicken the hearts
of those who give thought to the
enormous loss of life involved.
Horrible as it is, neither indi-
viduals nor nations seem able
to change the situation. It is the
inevitable result of the reign of
‘sin and death; a reign in which
for more than six thousand
years selfishness has been ex-
alted as the motive power back
of nearly all human endeavor.

The common people of the
whole world are against war.
Even those nations whose poli-
cies of aggression force other na-
tions into war would far rather

attain their selfish ends with-
out bloodshed, if that were pos-
sible. Because war in all ages
has been considered a legitimate
means of attaining national ends,
people generally still endeavor to
reconcile themselves to its awful-
ness. Yet even today, in the
midst of the most devastating
struggle of all times, practically
all are looking forward, hoping
against hope, that the sheer
depth of misery and sufféring
now being experienced will
shame and frighten the nations
into keeping the peace in the
longed-for world of tomorrow.

There are increasing thou-
sands of persons, however, who
are convinced that any world
order that is built with bombs is
certain sooner or later to perish
with bombs. In the alphabetical
nomenclature of our day, these
are designated CO’s, which, be-
ing interpreted, means consci~
entious objectors. These are men
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and women who, either as a re-
sult of religious. training, hu-

manitarian concepts; or political -

philosophy, are conscientiously
opposed to the taking of human
life. People with such a view-
point find themselves quite out
of harmony with the trend of
our day. Their number is small
as compared with the millions
who are killing their fellow men
to make a better world, yet it is
becoming increasingly apparent
that the stand they are taking
foreshadows the really big news

of tomorrow—that the world has

found peace by adopting the
principles of righteousness and
lIove which are to become oper-
ative through the establishment
of the Kingdom of Christ.

It is a matter of great satisfac-
tion, betokening truly noble
sentiments on the part of the
American, British, Canadian
and Australian governments,
that they recognize the rights of
conscientious objectors, and ex-
empt them from military service.
We should be glad that we are
living in a country where the
people are given a legal right
not to kill if they feel that it is
wrong to do so.

The encouraging part of this
is the progress toward true civ-
ilization that has been made
since the last war. While the
number of conscientious objec-
tors to war is pitifully small, yet
the number of those who are

glad to give them the right to
obey their conscience is signif-
icant. This, toc, is encouraging
whén we remember the attitude
toward objectors during the last
war. Undoubtedly, the increas-
ing enlightenment of all classes,
divinely forecast and timed for
our day, is contributing to this
progress, and its flowering to
fruition is foretold by Micah,
who declares that all nations
will eventually say,

“Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, and to the
house of the God of Jacob; and
He will teach us of His ways, and
we will walk in His paths: for the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the
Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
And He shall judge among many
people, and rebuke strong nations
afar off; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks; nation
shall not lift up a sword against
nation, neither shall they learn
war any more.—Micah 4:2, 3.

Following are guotations from
a few outstanding personalities
in the United States who have
expressed themselves on the
guestion of the citizen’s right to
be an objector to military ser-
vice. The first is from Francis
A. Biddle, the Attorney General,
who says:

“Freecdom of conscience is a
foundation stone of cur democracy.
Consequently, we must respect the
attitude of those persons who hon-
estly and sincerely, on conscien~
tious grounds based on religious
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training and belief, object to par-
ticipation in war. The fact that
such persons form but a small mi-
nority of our citizenry and that we
disagree with their position, does
not affect our obligation to recog-
nize their convictions.”

Samuel McCrea Cavert, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Federal
Council of Churches of Christ
in America, has this to say:

“Happily the government of the
United States has recognized that
they should be given opportunity
to render their service of national
importance under civilian direc-
tion. The churches do not ask that
the conscientious objector be ex-
empted from his full service to the
nation, but strongly support the
principle that he should have the
right to make his contribution in
a way that does not violate his re-
ligious convictions.”

G. Bromley Oxnam, Resident
Bishop of the Boston Area in
Massachusetts, expresses him-
self on the subject as follows:

“l am not a Conscientious Ob-
jector. However, I have the high-
est respect for the man who has
come to the clear-cut conviction
that, as a Christian, he cannot en-
gage in war. I have found most
of these men patriotic and cou-
rageous. They are willing to take
.the consequences of their position,
and some of them have gone to
prison.”

The Mayor of New York City,
Florello H. LaGuardia, adds his
voice ‘supporting the right to be
conscientiously opposed to war:

“l wholeheartedly agree that

those persons who, for religious
convictions, feel that they may not
serve -in the armed forces of our
country should receive fair treat-
ment at the hands of their local
draft boards and should be per-
mitted to serve their country in
ways other than serving in the
armed forces.”

By far the larger number of
conscientious objectors in the
United States comes from the
church groups familiarly known
as the Friends (or Quakers),
the Brethren, and the Mennon-
ites. There are other, but small-
er bodies of Christian people
who, as groups, are conscien-
tiously opposed to war, such as
the Christadelphians and Bible
Students. In addition to these,
individual objectors to war are
to be found in practically all
denominations, Catholic, Prot-
estant and Jewish. Catholic and
Jewish bodies, as well as Bap-
tist, Congregational, Methodist,
Evangelical Synod, Evangelical
Church, Unitarian, Disciples,
Presbyterian, Protestant Epis-
copal, Reformed, Lutheran, Fed-~
eral Council and World Council
groups, have taken official action
in which they express their will-
ingness to support the rights of
conscientious objectors who are
members of their respective or-
ganizations. In passing resolu-
tions to this effect, it is empha-
sized that the patriotism of con-
scientious objectors should not
be called in question.



THE DAWN

The Selective = Service . Act
passed by the American Con-
gress makes two provisions for
‘conscientious objectors. On es-
tablishing the genuineness of
their objections, they may
choose to serve as non-combat-
ants under army direction, or
if this is against their con-
science, they may ask for strict-
ly civilian service, not under
military direction. To date,
there are approximately seven
thousand conscientious objec-
tors in the United States who
are serving the country under
civilian direction. The number
of those who are rendering non-
combatant service is unknown.

When the Selective Service
Act was passed, some of the
church groups negotiated with
the government and obtained
the privilege of establishing
work camps under their direc-
tion, in which conscientious ob-
jectors could render service to
the country.

These camps are now bheing
administered by the American
Friends Service Committee, The

Association of Catholic Con-
scientious Objectors, Brethren
Service . Committee, Commis-

sion on ~ World Peace of the

Methodist Church, and the
Mennonite Committee.
Some thirty-five religious

groups, interested in the prob-
lems of conscientious objectors,
and their support, have set up

a unifying agency, the National
Service Board for Religious Ob-
jectors, 341 Massachusetts Ave.,
N.W.,Washington 1, D. C

The expense of operating the
ninety-nine CO camps in the
country is met largely by the
church groups sponsoring them,
and by limited financial cooper-
ation on the part of individuals
and groups sympathetic toward
the effort. This may be chang-
ed, as there is now considerable
agitation to have the govern-
ment operate the camps &t gov-.
ernment expense, The view
is taken by many that conscien-
tious objectors who serve their
country by doing civilian work
of national importance, should
be entitled, at least, to their food
and clothing.

Being a CO is not an easy
thing. He is subjected to social
pressure, and, oftentimes, suf-
fers the loss of his job. He is fre-
quently opposed by family and
friends. Sometimes, indeed, he
is subjected to complete social
ostracism. He is not exempted
from registering for the draft,
and must fill out a long ques-
tionnaire setting forth his history
and the background of his be-
liefs. He must then convince his
local board that he is sincere.
All too frequently he finds that
the local board with which he
must deal is unsympathetic, if
not, in fact, hostile. He may ap-
peal from the decision of his lo-
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cal board, and if he does, the
FBI then investigates him thor-
oughly before his appeal comes
up. If he loses his appeal, he
has, under certain. conditions,
an opportunity for a final ap-
peal directly to a Presidential
Appeal Board. Those who run
this gauntlet of investigation and
are finally classified as 4E—the
classification of conscientious ob-
jectors-——are pretty sure to be
truly sincere in their claims.
These men receive no pay.
Depending upon the camp to
which a CO is assigned, his work
may be in connection with the
United States Forest Service, the
Soil Conservation Service of the
Department of Agriculture, the
National Park Service, or the
Farm Security Administration
Service, Some are assigued to
work on the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike, while others labor with the
ish and Wildlife Service under
the Department of the Interior
at the National Wildlife Experi-
mental Station in Maryland.
After these men have served
ninety days at a CPS (Civilian
Public Service) camp they may
volunteer for special projects.
These special projects include
service in mental hospitals;
working as farm hands on dairy
farms; in general hospitals, serv-
ing as nurses and operating
room orderlies, as well as work-
ing in kitchens. Others work
in training schools for boys.

5

Some are engaged as ‘“‘smoke
jumpers”—parachutists who fly
to the scene of inaccessible fires,
and jump from planes to fight
forest fires. Others are charting
weather maps for the Depart-
ment of Commerce in Mount
Weather, Va. A number of
these young men have volun-
teered to act as subjects (“guin-
ea pigs”) for various scientific
experiments under the Office of
Scientific Research and Develop-
ment, and also under the Sur-
geon General’s Office.

Thus we have this small army
who are crusading for peace in
a time of war, not because they
wish to oppose the policies of the
government, but because their
consciences will not allow them
to engage in activity which de-
stroys life. They do not expect
that their example of peace, will,
at any foreseen future date, turn
the tide of public sentiment in
such a revolt against war as to
make war impossible. Nor do
the Scriptures indicate that uni-
versal and everlasting peace will
be established among men by
this method. The Scriptures
clearly show, on the contrary,
that global peace will be estab-
lished by Jesus, the Prince of
Peace; that He returns to earth
at His second advent to set
up His Kingdom of peace upon
the ruins wrought by human
selfishness.

(Continued on page 51)
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IN THE EVENING IT SHALL BE LIGHT

Ernest:

Frank:

Brnest:

Frank:
Ernest:

Frank, I have been reading in the Old Testament lately, and
have found some prophecies which present something of a
problem. Isn’t it true that the divine program calls for blessings
of enlightenment, peace, health and life for all mankind through
the establishment of Christ’s Kingdom?

Yes, Ernest, that is what the Bible clearly teaches. The Scrip-
tures represent the long period of time from the creation and
fall of man to the establishment of Christ’'s Kingdom as being
one of darkness; a dark night filled with fear, sorrow, suffering
and death. But in contrast with this, God has promised the
coming of a glorious morning of joy which will constitute the
beginning of a new day, during which righteousness and peace
and life will reign supreme. Don't you believe that, Ernest?

Yes, I do, Frank, and that’s just why the prophecies I referred
to a moment ago present a problem. I have one of them marked,
It’s in the 2nd chapter of the book of Joel. Shall I read it?

Certainly. We can do nothing better than read the Bible.

Very well. I'll begin with the latter part of the 1st verse. It
reads: “Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day
of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand; a day of darkness
and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the
morning spread upon the mountains.” The prophecy continues
along much the same line. But you can see from what I have .
read that the day of the Lord apparently is not to be such a
bright, peaceful and happy day as you have just explained.
According to this prophecy, the day of the Lord is dark and
gloomy, a day in which fear takes hold upon the people. Isn’t

..BROADCAST SUBJECTS FOR THE MONTH

June 4—“Though a Man Die”; June 11—“In the Evening it shall be Light”;
June 18-—“Why Christ Returns”; June 25—*“Evolution vs. the Bible.”




Frank:

Ernest:

Frank:

Ernest:

Frank:

Ernest:

Frank:
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that the tliought that you get from the prophecy, Frank?

Yes, Ernest, the day of the Lord referred to in the prophecy you
have just read certainly is a dark day. In Nahum 2:3 it is called
the “day of His preparation.”

But Frank, why should a dark day of fear and suffering be
called the day of the Lord? Why do the Scriptures associate
darkness, and the works of darkness, with the name of God?

The Lord’s name is associated with darkness and trouble in
this prophecy and others, not because He is the author, or pro-
moter, of trouble, but because He permits it to prepare the
hearts of men to desire a new order of righteousness. Even-
tually He will intervene to make an end of all trouble that has
come to the world because of human sin and selfishness. Con-
trary to the theory of human evolution, the world has not been
getting better, but worse. The general education of the people
within the last century has done much to break down super-
stition, but it has not cured the ailment of selfishness. Instead,
it has helped to implement human selfishness, and thereby pre-
cipitate the most devastating and far-reaching cataclysm of
trouble the world has ever seen. The Scriptures show that it is
at this time, when human selfishness has reached an all-time
high in manifesting man’s inhumanity to man, that God fulfills
His promise to establish a Kingdom of peace and righteousness.
Thus, this dark day through which we are now passing is pro-
phetically identified as the day of the Lord. It is the early
morning, as it were, of a thousand-year day, during which
every trace of darkness and sorrow will ultimately give place
to the healing and enlightening rays of Christ, whom the Scrip-
tures speak of as “the Sun of righteousness.”—Mal. 4:2.

In harmony with that, Frank, I notice that in the prophecy of
Joel concerning the dark day of the Lord, the prophet describes
it as “the morning spread upon the mountains.”

That’s right. It is morning-time from the standpoint of God’s
great day of a thousand years. But it is like a morning spread
upon the mountains. If you have ever traveled through moun-
tainous territory very. early in the morning you will appreciate
this symbolism. It is a picture of a morning in which the early
light of day is hidden by morning vapors.

Come to think of it, Frank, doesn’t one of the prophets speak
of the morning coming, and also a night?
Yes, that prophecy is recorded in Isaiah 21, verses 11 and 12.
I think it might be well to read it, Ernest, as it is very closely
related to the subject we are discussing. I have it marked here
in my Bible, if you would like to use it.

8



Ernest:

Frank:

Ernest:

Frank:

Ernest:
Frank:

Ernest:
Frank:

Ernest:

IN THE EVENING IT SHALL BE LIGHT

Thank you, Frank. It reads, “He calleth to me out of Seir,
Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?
The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night.”
Is it the thought here that the ‘“night also” referred to is the
darkness of the early morning?

That’s right. The Swedish translation of this prophecy says
that the morning cometh, but it is still dark. The geographical
setting of this prophecy, as the text indicates, is the ancient
mountain of Seir. Travelers who have visited this territory
tell us that with the rising of the sun there occurs an unusually
rapid evaporation of the dew that has fallen during the night,
producing a thick fog, or mist, which temporarily hides the sun.
Hence, even though the morning has come, it is accompanied
by a short period of extremely dense darkness. How clearly
this illustrates what is taking place in the world today! The
great effulgence of light prophetically described as the increase
of knowledge of the last days, piercing the veil of superstition
that has so long kept the world of mankind in darkness, causes
a sudden inflaming of enlightened passions which results tem-
porarily in a short, dark night of increasing trouble, described
by the Prophet Daniel as a “time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation.”

Frank, that makes the prophecies very realistic in the light of
what is occurring in the world today; but tell me this, How
long will the morning of God’s new day remain dark?

Ernest, the answer to that question might well be a study in
comparisons.

What do you mean by that?

Well, in comparison with the world-wide darkness and trouble
of the present and immediate future, the Scriptures show that
the world will soon emerge from the morning fogs into a com-
paratively bright dawning light of a new day. But Ernest, this
prophetic day of the Lord is a peculiar one in more ways than.
one. It is peculiar because of the intense darkness of the early
morning hours, and it is peculiar also, according to the proph-
ecies, in that, unlike ordinary days, it will have no twilight
shadows—its full brightness being reached at the very close of
the day.

Frank, is there anything like that in the Bible?

Yes. There is a prophecy to that effect recorded in the 14th

chapter of Zechariah, verses 6 and 7.

Thank you, Frank. I have it. Verses 6 and 7 read: “And it

shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear,
9



Frank:

Krnest:

Frank:

Ernest:

‘Frank:
Ernest:

Frank:

THE DAWN

nor darle: ‘but it shall be one day which shall be known to the
Lord, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at
evening time it shall be light.”” That is a peculiar day, isn’t
it?—mneither light nor dark, and yet in the evening, when we
would expect it to become dark, this day of the Lord reaches
its full brightness. Frank, what does it all mean? '

It is one of God's ways of describing symbolically the gradual
reconstruction work to be accomplished during the thousand
years of Christ’s reign. As we have already mentioned, dark-
ness is used in the Scriptures to portray sin and all of its ac-
companying evils of selfishness, suffering and death. Satan,
who is described in the Bible as the god of this present evil
world, is called the prince of darkness. Light, on the other
hand, is Scripturally used as a symbol of truth and righteous-
ness, and is associated with all the holy and wholesome things
that are in harmony therewith. Of Jesus, the Scriptures say,
that in Him is light, and the light is the life of men. The Bible
also says of Jesus that He is that true light that enlightens
every man that cometh into the world.

But Frank, Jesus has not enlightened every man that has come
into the world!

Quite {rue, and for the reason that the general work of en-
lightening mankind has been reserved in the divine plan for the

day of the Lord, the thousand-year day which we have been
discussing.

And that day will be partly light, and partly dark, until all
mankind is fully enlightened. Is that the thought?

Correct.

But Frank, with all the wonderful ways that we have today for
imparting information, such as the radio and the printed page,
why should it require a thousand years to enlighten the world?

Well, in the first place, light is used as a symbol of more than
merely information concerning God and righteousness. It em-
braces as well the thought of the proper fruits of the truth; not
only the enlightenment of people’s minds, but the reconstruc-
tion of their lives as well.” To accomplish a widespread work
of this kind merely for one generation perhaps would not re-
quire a whole thousand years. But we must remember, Ernest,
the blackout of human happiness his affected every generation,
from the time of Adam right down to now. According to the
Scriptures, all these are to be awakened from the sleep of
death, given a knowledge of the truth, and the necessary as-
sistance to extricate themselves from the miry clay of sin and
death. All these millions are to be brought back from the

10



Ernest:

Frani:

Ernest:

Frank:

Ernest:

Frank:

Ernest:

Frank:

Hrnest:

Frank:

IN TEE EVENING IT SHALL BE LIGHT

tomb gradually throughout the entire thousand years of the
Lord’s day. Not until this gigantic work of reconstruction is
cemplete, will the world have fully emerged from its Satan-
inspired blackout.

In other words, Frank, it will not be until the close of the
thousand-year day of the Lord that the all-clear signal will
be scunded.

And what a different world it then will be! All the problems
created by human selfishness will be solved.

Does that include the war problem, Frank?

Yes, the Prophet Micah, Chapter 4, verses 2 and 3, explains
that in learning God’s way the people “shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks. Nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more.”

What about the economic problem?

That, also, will be solved under the enlightening influences of
the new day. The prophet declares that every man shall sit
“under his vine and fig tree; and none shall make them afraid:
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. That's in
Micah, the 4th chapter and the 4th verse.

How about the poverty-stricken masses of mankind? Will
they have anything done for them in God’s new day?

Yes, Ernest, in the 72nd Psalm we read that Christ “shall judge
the poor of the people; He shall save the children of the needy,

and shall break in pieces the oppressor; . . . for He shall de-
liver the needy when He crieth, . . . and him that hath no
helper.”

In other words, the forgotien man is to be remembered.

That’s right. And Ernest, the world’s major problem, the prob-
lem that creates all the other problems, is also to be solved.
That’s the problem of human selfishness. In Jeremial's proph-~
ecy we are told that God’s law of love is to be written in the
very hearts of the people No one will then need to say to his
neighbor, “Know the Lord,” for all shall know Him “from the
least unto the greatest,” says the prophet. Then it will be true
that Christ has enlightened every man that cometh into the
world. That will be in the close, or evening time, of the day of
the Lord, and behold, it will be like the brightness of the noon-
day sun. There will be no darkness anywhere—nothing but
peace and joy and life forever.
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Jhristian
Wife

TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches.”—Reverarion 2:7

THE words of our text are ad-
dressed by Jesus to the church at
Ephesus, The second and third
chapters of Revelation record spe-
cial messages to seven churches of
Asia Minor. It has long been be-
lieved by earnest students of the
Bible that these messages are in-
tended to have a much wider ap-
plication than merely to the seven
comparatively small groups of
Christians to which they were
originally addressed. In our text
the word church is in the plural,
which in itself indicates that what
is said to each of the congrega-
tions named in these two chapters
applies in a general way to all,

Prophetically, ‘these divine mes-
sages apply to seven stages in the
development of the one church.
The warnings and condemnations
are usually to the nominal church,
and the promises to the overcom-
ers—the true church of Christ. It
is not our purpose to discuss in
this article these messages from
the standpoint of their special ap-

plication to the various stages of
- the church, but rather, to examine
their general character and appli-
cation to the church as a whole.

Truth in the abstract is difficult
to understand, even when it per-
teins to matters in the natural
reaim, and it would have been
dquite impossible for us to compre-~
hend’ the spiritual things of God
except that He has aided us by
making His Word replete with il-
lustrations. It is in keeping with
the Lord’s custom of illustrating
truth that the messages to the
seven churches are associated
with experiences and viewpoints
with which the ecclesias in the va-
rious cities named were acquaint-
ed. This does not change the
prophetic significance of the mes-
sages, but does help to enhance
our appreciation of the truths thus
presented.

Asia Minor

It was in the portion of Asia
Minor which formed the Roman

12
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Province of Asia that the seven
cities were located in which were
the churches to whom the mes-
sages were sent. The Province of
Asia is referred to many times in
the Book of Acts, as well as in the
epistles written by Paul. In Acts
19:10 we read, “All they which
dwelt in Asia heard the word of
the Lord Jesus.” In 1 Corinthians
16:19, Paul tells the Corinthian
brethren that the churches of Asia
salute them. In Paul’s farewell
epistle to Timothy, written from
prison in Rome, he says, “All
they which are in Asia be turned
away from me.”—2 Tim. 1:15.

This cooling of interest on the
part of the churches in Asia may
partially explain why they were
selected to be the recipients of the
special messages contained in the
Apocalypse. Their partial falling
away from faith and zeal made
them apt representatives of condi-
tions that developed in the entire
professing church of Christ as it
became farther removed in time
from the inspired and courageous
leadership of the apostles.

The Spirit that Saith

To a considerable extent a letter
is meaningful and valuable in pro-
portion to our knowledge of the
one who wrote it, and this is true
of the messages sent to the seven
churches of Asia. The author of
these messages is said to be the
“Spirit,” but in connection with
nearly all the messages, the Spirit
is identified as being none other
than the resurrected Jesus, who in
various symbolic ways introduces
Himself to John in the first chap-
ter of the book.

In the first sentence of the chap-
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ter we are made to understand
that what follows is ‘“the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ” Then fol-
low various phrases descriptive of
the resurrected Jesus, one or more
of which is usually repeated at the
beginning of the epistles ordered
to he sent to the individual
churches. Verse 4 says of Him
that He is the Omne, “Which was,
and is to come.” In 5th verse He
is described as ‘“the faithful wit=
ness, and the first begotten of the
dead, and the prince of the kings
of the earth.” In this same verse
He is also said to be the one who
“loved us, and washed us from our
sins in His own blood.”

Jesus also describes Himself to
be the “Alpha and Omega, the
first and the last.” (Verse 11) In
verse 13 John speaks of the Master
as being in the “midst of the seven
candlesticks,” and “like unto the
Son of man, clothed with a gar-
ment down to the foot, and girt
about the paps with a golden
girdle” Then, in verses 14 and
15, John continues his description,
saying that “His head and His
hairs were white like wool, as
white as snow; and His eyes were
as a flame of fire; and IHis fect like
unto fine brass, as if they burned
in a furnace; and His voice as the
sound of many waters.”

In verse 16 we read that Jesus
“had in His right hand seven stars:
and out of His mouth went a sharp
two-edged sword: and His coun-
tenance was as the sun shineth in:
his strength.” In verse 18 Jesus:
identifies Himself still further by-
saying, “I am He that liveth and:
was dead; and, behold, I am alive:
for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death.” All
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these various symbolisms illustrate
important truths pertaining to the
Master’s association with the di-
vine plan. .

The resplendent One who was
seen walking amidst the candle-
sticks was identified by John as
He “which was, and which is to
come.” John, the dearly beloved
disciple of Jesus, saddened by the
crucifixion, later outran Peter in
his anxiety to reach the tomb,
having heard that His Master had
been raised from the dead. The
few occasions therecafter when
Jesus appeared to His disciples
must have been all to brief to
satisfy John’s longings to be with
Him and to know Him better.
Then Jesus wetit away, promising,
nevertheless, to come again. All
of the wondrous pictures shown
John on the Isle of Patmos served
to increase his longing for the
Master’s return, and expressing
his own reactions to the vision, he
says, “Even so, come [quickly]
Lord Jesus.”—Rev. 22:20.

John further describes Jesus as
“the faithful witness.” This takes
our minds back to the time when
the Master was hefore Pilate, and
Caesar’'s representative inquired,
“Art Thou a king then?” Jesus’
reply, “To this end was I born, and
for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness
unto the truth,” was a fitting cli-
max to a whole life of witnessing
for the truth concerning the prep-
aration and establishment of the
Messianic Kingdom.—John 18:37.

During the three and a half
years of Jesus’ ministry, He taught
the disciples to hope for a share in
His Kingdom reign. They looked
upon Him as being the great King
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of earth, and because of His teach-
ings, they expected to share His
glory, to shine forth with Him as
the sun in the Kingdom of the
Father. So it was with this hope
in his heart that John identified
Jesus as being “the prince of the
kings of the earth.”” John realized
that the one talking to him was
none other than He who had in-
vited His disciples to suffer with
Him in order that they might reign
with Him as kings.

Judging from John’s epistles, he
evidently was keenly appreciative
of the cleansing effect of Jesus’
blood. “If any man sin,” he writes,
“we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous.” (1 John 2:1) John looked
upon this wonderful arrangement
as a special evidence of God’s
love, and so it was natural that he
should emphasize this manifesta-
tion of divine grace in explaining
the origin of the wonderful visions
he was about to relate.

As the message unfolds, Jesus
reveals Himself to John as “The
First and the Last.” This truth is
abundantly substantiated in the
Scriptures. He was the only di-
rect creation of His Father, and
thereafter all things that were cre-
ated were made by Him. From
John's own treatise on this point,
recorded in the first chapter of his
Gospel, we know that he would
instantly recognize these words as
applying to none other than his
beloved Master.—John 1:1-3; Col.
1:16.

As John “turned to see the voice
that spake,” he saw One like unto
the Son of man in the midst of the
seven candlesticks. His apparel
and the description of His appear-

14



TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH

ance are intended to be symbolic
of His characteristics, and of His
part in the outworking of God’s
great plan of the ages. His head
and hair as white as wool tell us
of His wisdom. They speak also of
His splendor and purity. His eyes
like a flame of fire suggest that
our Master is all-seeing, omnis~
cient, that He is not deceived by
cutward forms or ceremonies, but
can and does read every thought
and intent of the heart.

The Majestic One in the midst
of the candlesticks is represented
as being like the sun. When John
saw this glorious One, the splen-
dor was so great that he fell as
dead before Him. So should it be
with wus, symbolically speaking,
when we glimpse the glories of the
divine character, through an un-
derstanding of the divine plan, our
only proper reaction is that we, as
it were, “fall as dead” before the
Lord. This we do by making a full
consecration of our all to follow
faithfully in the footsteps of Jesus,
even unto death.

Jesus touched John gently, rais~
ing him up. So with us, He has
spoken wondrous words of com-
fort, peace and love, assuring us of
the glorious hope of the heavenly
calling, and that by His grace we
receive an assurance of having a
High Priest that has been touched
with a feeling of our infirmities,
One who is able to sympathize and
mercifully to assist. We are called
to be jeint-heirs with Jesus and
are assured of acceptance as mem-
bers of His body so long as we
abide in Him, seeking in our hearts
to know and do His will.

The attitude of the glorious One
toward John would inspire confi-

dence and allay fear—although the
expression, ‘“Fear not,” does not
appear in the older manuscripts.
Isaiah 29:13 tells us that fear to-
ward God “is taught by the pre-
cept of men.” When we come to
know the attributes of God’s char-
acter and our blessed privileges in
Christ, we realize that there is in-
deed nothing to fear. Love, not
fear, is the motive which God de-
sires shall inspire our hearts—love
for Him, for His Son, for the
brethren, and for all mankind.
Jesus wanted John to know that
even in the startling revelation of
things to come which were about
to be revealed to him, there was
nothing for the Lord’s people to
fear; that eventually, while the
beast would make war with the
Lamb, yet the Lamb would over-
come the beast, and that out from
the throne of God and the Lamb
would finally flow the river of
life for the everlasting blessing of
all mankind.

“I am the First and the Last,”
Jesus repeats, “He that liveth and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive
for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death.” How
important it is to our understand-
ing of God’s will and the faithful
performance of our part in the di-
vine plan, that we recognize Jesus

" as the One who was dead, the One
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who really died for our sins, and
who was actually raised out of
death by the power of the Father.
It is fundamental to true Chris-
tian faith that we recognize Him
as being alive for evermore, that
death has no more dominion over
Him, that the work of providing
the ransom, a substitute for the
the sins of Adam and the world,
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_is finished, that nothing more is
needed or ever will be needed to
release man from Adamic condem-
mation.

It is essential also to a proper
appreciation of the divine plan in
its fulness, to realize that Jesus has
the “keys of hell and of death,”
that He is, as the apostle tells us
in Romans 14:9, the One who has
power over the dead and the liv=~
ing. Yes, He is able not only to
set the church free from the do-
minion of sin and death, but in
due time He will deliver all man-
tind from death and into the
blessed liberty of the sons of God.
—Rom. 8:21,

It is this glorious One, having all
these wonderful characteristics,
and eguipped in the fullest sense
to accomplish all the beneficent
features of the divine plan, who
spoke to John and instructed him
to write down the vision for the
benefit of the whole church. He
is our Instructor, our Caretaker,
the Cne who is in the midst of the
candlesticks, symbolic of the en-
tire church in its various stages of
development.

We are to recognize also that He
holds in His right hand—to pro-
tect and use in harmony with His
own blessed will—the seven stars,
that is, the angels, or messengers,
to the seven churches. The spe-
cial commission given to them in-
dicates clearly. that they are ad-
ditional servants to those men-
tioned by Paul as pastors, teachers
and evangelists. They are appar-
ently special light-bearers intend-
ed to be used of the Lord in each
of the church’s seven phases of de-
velopment throughout the Gospel
Age.

THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS

The first special message of the
Apocalypse was to be given to the
messenger of the “church of Eph-
esus.” In giving it, Jesus speaks
of Himself as the One that “holdeth
the seven stars in His right hand.”
Thus He assures the church at
Ephesus, and all the churches,
that while He uses human agencies
as the channel of His truth, He,
nevertheless, is the inspiration of
the messages, and that they should
be received and acted upon as
such. He reveals Himself in this
message as the One whose eyes
were as a flame of fire; that is,
the all-seeing One. While He
declares His knowledge of the

“works and labor and of patience
‘in the church at Ephesus, He could

also see other conditions existent
in that ecclesia—that there were
some who claimed to be apostles,
who were actually false shepherds
of the flock.

Some time previous to this, the
Apostle Paul, in an impassioned
plea to the elders at Ephesus,
warned them that of their own
selves men would arise to draw
away disciples after them., Paul,
speaking under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, foretold the devel-
opment of this condition, and
Jesus, from the other side of the
veil, identifies the fulfilment of
Paul’s prophecy.—Acts 20:28-31.

There was much in the ecclesia
at Ephesus which the Lord could
commend, even as there has been
much in the church throughout
the entire age that has had His ap-
proval. There were some there
who had patience, and for His
name'’s sake had enthusiastically
and untiringly labored. They had
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“not fainted,” or, as the apostle
mentions in his letter to the Ga-
latians, become “weary- in well
doing.”—Gal. 6:9.

“Nevertheless,” Jesus said “I
have somewhat against thee, be-
cause thou hast left thy first love.”
This agrees well with Paul's
statement in his letter to Timothy
that “all they which are in Asia”
had turned away from him: Their
first-love enthusiasm in hearing
the Gospel from Paul and others,
had cooled. When persecution
came, they were not prepared to
bear up under the scorn and dif-
ficulties entailed in lLeing true fol-
lowers of the Master.

Jesus bids them to remember
from whence they were fallen, and
to repent and to do the first works.
This admonition, appropriate e~
nough for Ephesus, has been es-
sential for the entire church. It
is one to which the Lord’s true
people today should give heed.
There is no reason at all, from
God’s standpoint, why any of the
consecrated should mnot continue
rejoicing in the Lord and in His
truth, and be as zealous in its ser-
vice throughout their entire Chris-
tian way as they were at the be-
ginning. And yet, how often it is
true that we find ourselves resting
upon our laurels, feeling that we
have done our bit, that it is no
longer essential to lay down our
lives in the service of the Master
and build up the brethren in the
most holy faith. There is only one
cure for this unhealthy spiritual
condition in the Christian life, and
that is a returning to our first
love, devotion and zeal.

Another commendable condition
in the church at Ephesus was the

~the Nicolaitans.
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brethren’s hatred for the deeds of
Just what Jesus
refers to is somewhat obscure, due
to lack of authentic historical rec-
ords. Apparently, however, the
sect of the Nicolaitans did not ad-
here to what had been decided by
the apostles at Jerusalem as advis~
able in the early church, namely,
abstaining from meat offered to
idols, and from fornication.

Later in the Book of Revelation,
spiritual fornication is brought to
our attention, and in such a way
that there is no question but that
it refers to the union of the church
with the state. The eating of meat
offered to idols would perhaps be
symbolic of the idolatrous practices
of the apostate church in connec-
tion with her unholy union with
the state. The falling away of the
church from the purity of the Gos-
pel was beginning in the apos-
tle’s day, and perhaps at Ephesus
some of the brethren with clearer
vision than others saw the trend
of events, and realized the error
of the views that were finding ex-
pression among the people of God.

Then comes the special promise
of the Master to the overcomers
of the church at Ephesus—and to
the overcomers, also, of the entire
church. Jesus said that to such He
would “give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of God.” The Emphatic
Diaglott translation of this promise
gives the word “wood” instead of
tree. Jesus is explaining that the
overcomers together with Him, will
participate in God’s program of
blessing the world by becoming a
part of the trees of life that will
supply food and healing for the
nations.
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In the proniises made to the
overcomers in these messages to
the seven churches, various phases
of what is involved in joint-heir-
ship with Christ are emphasized.
In the promise to the church at
Ephesus, it is the privilege of
sharing with Him in dispensing life
to a dying world that is presented
as the incentive to faithfulness.
In the last chapter of the Apoc-
alypse, fruition of this hope is
described. In connection with that
beautiful symbolism of the river
of water of life, with the -trees of
life bearing their fruit and their
leaves, was shown the association
of Jesus with His church inviting
mankind to come and partake of
the water of life freely. What a
wonderful prospect!

THE CHURCH AT SMYRNA

To the angel of the church at
Smyrna Jesus explains that He is
the One who was dead and is alive.
In His great wisdom IHe perceived
that conditions in this church made
it important that He should em-
phasize to them the great hope of
life that had become a reality by
virtue of His death and resurrec-
tion. To the overcoming ones in
the church at Smyrna, this hope
of life is twice emphasized. In
verse 10 we have that most familiar,
yet always thrilling promise, “Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life,” and in
the 11th verse He says to the over-
comers that they “shall not be hurt
of the second death.”

Archaeology reveals that encir-
cling the hill known as Pagos, in
the city of Smyrna, was a ring of
magnificent huildings. This was
called the “Crown of Smyrna.”
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To the citizens of Smyrna this was
indeed a crowning glory of their
city, something in which they all
took pride. But Jesus would have
His faithful followers know that
there is something more upon
which to set their affections than
merely a crown of heautiful build-
ings. If they were faithful to Him
unto death, they would have a
“crown of life.”

THE CHURCH AT PERGAMOS

In the symbolic description of the
One who dwelt amidst the candle-
sticks in the first chapter, we are
told that from His mouth proceeded
a two-edged sword. Jesus refers
to this in His message to the angel
of the church at Pergamos. Ap-
parently, there was a good reason
why this particular characteristic
of the Lord should be emphasized
here. After telling the church at
Pergamos of sins that existed
therein, Jesus bids them “Repent;
or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and fight against them
with the sword of my mouth.”

While undoubtedly the need of
a strong use of the sword of the
Spirit existed in the church at Per-
gamos, yet is not this also ap-
propriate for the consideration of
all the Lord’s people? A proper
use of the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God, is the
divine method of eradicating from
our lives, and from our ecclesias,
those things which are contrary to
the divine will.

Judging from information now
available through archaeological
discoveries, Jesus’ reference to
Pergamos as the location of Satan’s
seat can be understood quite lit-
erally. One of the reliefs discov-
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ered there shows the coils of a
great serpent outlining the steps
of a staircase leading up to the
summit of an altar. It was on this
altar that the serpent-god was wor-
shiped. Besides, Pergamos was for
a long time the official capital of
the province and the chief seat of
the Imperial pagan cult. It was
in other words, the headquarters
of paganism.

As ancient Pergamos was, in
this very real way, Satan’s seat, so
the Lord uses the situation to illus-

trate an evil condition that has ex-’

isted in the entire nominal church.
In the beginning, the Son of man
sowed the good seed of the King-
dom, but Satan came and sowed
the field with tares, so that what
started out to be a wheat field
has become a field of tares.
Throughout a greater part of the
age only occasionally have a few
grains of wheat succeeded in grow-
ing. It is to these faithful few in
the church at Pergamos, that the
Master conveyed the complimen-
tary remarks of verse 13. They
were holding fast to His name.
They had not denied His faith.
Some had apparently already sac-
rificed their lives in their faithful-
ness to the Lord and to His truth.

But the remainder are repre-
sented in verse 14 as holding to
the doctrine of Balaam, “who taught
Balak to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel.”” The
unfaithful in the church also coun-
tenanced the eating of things sac-
rificed unto idols, and committing
fornication. Thus the conditions
in the church at Pergamos were
symbolic of the idolatrous attitude
of the entire nominal church.

To the overcomers, the promise

is made by the Lord that He
would give them “to eat of the
hidden manna,” and also that they:
would receive a white stone in
which would be written a “new
name’—a name that would be
known to none other except ‘“he
that receiveth it.” (Verse 17) The
hidden manna is a symbol of im-
mortality. Typically, the promise
takes us back to the golden bowl
of manna that was kept in the ark
of the testimony under the mercy
seat in the Most Holy of the tab-
ernacle. The daily manna with
which the Lord fed the Israelites
during their wilderness journey
needed to be gathered every day,
because it would not keep over
the second day, except what was
gathered “on the sixth day, which
served over the Sabbath. But the
manna that was placed in the gold-
en bowl and hidden under the
mercy seat remained uncorrupted,
and hence is a very apt symbol of
the immortality which will be for
those who find the fruition of their
hope beyond the veil—Rom. 2:7;
Heb. 6:18, 17.

The promise of a white stone
with a new naine inscribed upon
it is also very significant. The
ancient Greeks and Romans sig~
nified and perpetuated friendships
by means of a white stone, The
stone ordinarily was divided into
halves, and each person inscribed
his name on the flat surface and
then these halves were exchanged.
Thus the divided stone became a
mark of identification. Kings too,
often used this method of identifi-
cation for their agents seeking aid.

While the promise of this sym-
bolic stone is to the overcomers,
there is a sense in which we may
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think of it as being received at the
present time. The apostle says that
we have been given an earnest, a
down payment, as it were, of the
future inheritance. There is an
individual and personal relation-
ship between the Lord and the
prospective overcomers which ex-
ists now, even while this side of
the veil. Those who are truly the
Lord’s have been sealed by the
Holy Spirit, and' unless that seal
be destroyed through- unfaithful-
ress they will actually enter into
the presence of our Lord in glory,
having this symbolic white stone
as an identification, or token, of
their true relationship to Him.

THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA

In giving His message to the
angel of the church at Thyatira,
the “Son of God” identified Him-
self as the One “Who hath His
eyes like unto a flame of fire, and
His feet like fine brass.” There
seems to be a special fitness in as-
sociating these two qualities with
the message to the overcomers in

Thyatira. In verse 23, Jesus says: .

“I am He which searcheth the
reins and hearts: and I will give
unto every one of you according
to your works.” It is because,
symbolically speaking, the Master
has eyes as a flame of fire that He
is able thus to search the hearts
of His people. Not only is He able
thus to search our hearts, but in
His great all-seeing wisdom He is
able to watch over our interests,
and guide us safely to the end of
the way, if we put our trust in
Him.

- The promise of ultimate reward
to the overcomers reads, “He that
overcometh, and keepeth My works

unto the end, to Him will I give
power over the nations: and he
shall rule them with a rod of iron;
as the vessels of a potter shall they
be broken to shivers: even as I
received of My Father.” It may be
that this promise of power over
the nations, and of breaking them
to pieces as a potter’s vessel in
co-operation with Jesus, to whom
the commission was originally
given, is in some way associated
with His symbolic feet of brass.
The term “feet,” as used picto-
rially in the Scriptures, has a va-
riety of meaning. We walk in the
footsteps of Jesus—that's one of
the thoughts associated with it.
The church at the end of the age
constitutes the feet members of
the body of Christ—that’s another
thought. In connection with this
is the prophecy of Isaiah 52:7,
“How beautiful upon the moun-
tains are the feet of Him that
bringeth .good tidings, that pub-
lisheth peace,” etc. This, however,
could hardly be the thought in the
message to the church at Thya-
tira. "Jesus, the One who gives
the message, is the One who has
the feet ¢f brass, and the message
is given to His body members.
Another symbolic thought at-
tached to the feet of our Lord is
that He treadeth the winepress of
the wrath of God. This treading
of the winepress is closely associ-
ated with the breaking to pieces of
the nations as a potter's vessel, As
the mention of His eyes as flames
of fire is associated with His abil-
ity to search the reins and hearts
of His people, it seems reasonable
that He emphasizes His possession
of the feet of brass as symbolic of
the fact that to Him has been given
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the privilege of treading down the
nations. Having received this pow-
er for Himself, He is promising
to share it with His faithful over-
coming followers. See Micah 4:13
for comparison.

Jesus’ promise to the overcomers
at Thyatira presents another view-~
point of the reward of joint-heir-
ship to be received by all overcom-
ers. To the church at Ephesus was
emphasized the privilege of shar-
ing with Christ in dispensing life-
giving fruit to the world. To
Smyrna was promised the crown
of life, To Pergamos the promise
has to do directly with the hope of
immortality, the hidden manna.
And now to Thyatira another as-
pect of the Christian’s reward is
emphasized; namely, that of shar-
ing with Christ in the Kingdom
rule which will put all enemies
under His feet.

But not all in Thyatira were
overcomers. The faithful were
~ commended for their works of
charity and service and faith and
patience.  These commendable
things did not lapse in the lives of
the faithful at Thyatira, but as
Jesus emphasized, were mwore in
evidence at the last than at the
first. Unlike the church at Eph-
esus, they had not lost their first
love, hut had maintained through-
out all their experiences that im-
portant characteristic.

“Notwithstanding I have a few
things against thee,” the Master
declares, in speaking to the un-
faithful in this church, “because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel

. to teach and to seduce My
servants to commit fornication,

and to eat things sacrificed unto’

idols.” Here is another reference
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to a corrupt condition that was
developing in the church In the
0Old Testament type;, we find Elijah,
a faithful prophet of the Lord, he-
ing persecuted by Jezebel and her
husband, Ahab, the king of Israel.
It is one of God’s own illustrations
of the the illicit union between
the church and the civil powers
which throughout the Dark Ages
was so instrumental in persecuting
the true people of God, pictured
by Elijah.

The Lord says that He gave Jez~
ebel a chance to repent, but she
repented not, and He declares that
because of her failure to repent
He would cast her into a bed to-
gether with those with whom she
had committed adultery, and upon
them all would come great tribu-
lation. This is a prophecy of the
great time of trouble already upon
the world, which, hefore it is over,
will have brought about the com-
plete destruction of the antitypical
Jezebel as well as the rulers of
the earth with whom she has been
unscripturally united.

As if by contrast to the short-
lived satisfaction of the nominal
church in her union with civil
powers, the Lord gives an addi-
tional incentive for faithfulness to
the overcomers by saying, “I will
give him the Morning Star.” In
Revelation 22:16, Jesus identifies
Himself as the Morning Star, so in
this promise He is reminding the
overcomers that their hope is to be
united with Him in the glory of
the Kingdom. Their great joy
will be in possessing Him as their
heavenly Bridegroom, and being
made with Him a part of that holy
city that cometh down from God
out of heaven—Rev, 21:1-4,
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THE CHURCH AT SARDIS

The history of Sardis adds spe-
cial significance to the message
dispatched to the ecclesia located
there. It was the scene of the de-
feat and final overthrow of Cro-
esus, the. great Lydian king, by
Cyrus, during the sixth century,
B. C. Croesus thought himself safe
in his citadel, even though Cyrus
was marching toward it. So well
fortified was it that he and the
people apparently became over-
confident, and had neglected to set
a proper watch. The upper city
was located on a high hill, and
could be approached, as was sup-
posed, only by the way of a well
fortified road. But there was a
weak point on the north side. The
rain had washed away a-cleft in
the soft rock. Discovering this,
the Persians, under the leadership
of Cyrus, were able, one at a time,
to climb up the almost perpen-
dicular cliff which had been left
unguarded. When a sufficient num-
bher of them had thus secretly
gained the summit, they captured
the city.

Apparently Cyrus was a past
master in the art of surprise war-
fare. He is the one, it will be re-
membered, who surprised the king
of Babylon by turning aside the
waters of the River Euphrates, and
marching under the strong gates
in the wall of the city through the
viver-bed, captured that ancient
capital of the Babylonian Empire.

There is possibly an allusion to
this historical background of Sar-
dis in the voice of warning given
to this particular church, the voice
which bade them be watchful lest
the Lord come upon them una-
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ware. The brethren at Sardis,
who doubtless would know of this
historical capture of the city by
Cyrus, could not fail to be im-
pressed with the importance of the
warning.

At the time this message to the
church at Sardis was given, the
glory of the city had passed away.
It had once proudly borne the sig-
nificant name, “The First Metropo-
lis of Asia, of Lydia, and of the
Greeks.” But now, as the Rev-
elator suggests, it was practically
dead. Its glory had departed.

It was because the whole nom-
inal church failed to be on the
watch that its glory of possessing
God’s favor departed. While the
conditions described in this mes-
sage apply particularly to the Sar-
dis stage of the nominal church’s
development, it is a condition that
has held true as well throughout
nearly all of the Gospel age.

In the epistle to Sardis, even as
with the preceding four, the man-
ner in which Jesus identifies Him-
self seems well in keeping with
the message itself. To Sardis He
wrote, “These things saith He that
hath the seven Spirits of God, and
the seven stars.” The possession
of the seven spirits of God would
seem to indicate His all-sufficient
and perfect wisdom, His wondrous
spiritual vision and understanding
of the plan of God.

When He bids the church at
Sardis to he watchful, He doesn’t
mean that they should use their
cwn wisdom or their own natural
insight or foresight, but that they
should “see” through His eyes.
They were to be watchful upon
the basis of the study of His words
of revelation. By this means they
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were to be on the alert to know of
the conditions by which they could
be assured of His presence with
them; not to destroy, but to assist,
to protect, to comfort, to give them
strength in every time of need.

In this message, Jesus is also the
One who holds the seven stars in
His hands. These seven stars, He
explains in chapter 1, represent
the messengers to the seven
churches. It is particularly appro-
priate that in the message to Sar-
dis Jesus should emphasize His
keeping power, that He is the One
who holds the messengers to the
churches in His own right hand.
As illustrated by the historical
background of the city, the spirit-
uality of the church at Sardis was
at a low ebb, but the Master as-
sures us, nevertheless, that be-
cause He holds the angels of the
churches in His hand, the faithful
will be kept by His power. They
will be sustained and nourished by
the meat in due season appropriate
to each period of the church, and
therefore, as these faithful ones
put their trust in Him they may be
conquerors, even though the great
nominal mass succumb to worldly
influences and die.

The promise to the overcomers
is appropriate to the conditions de-
scribed as existing in this church.
Many apparently had fallen away
from the faith, and thus had lost
their standing with the Lord. But
this does not mean that all had
done so. There were still, as Jesus
says, “A few names even in Sardis
which have not defiled their gar-
ments.” To these the promise is
made, “He that overcometh, the
same shall be clothed in white rai-
ment; and I will not blot his name

out of the book of life, but will
confess his name before My Fath-
er, and before His angels.” Here,
in addition to the assurance of life
for the overcomers, is the fur-
ther glorious prospect of our being
ushered into the presence of the
Heavenly Father, to be everlast-
ingly members of His immediate
family, enjoying His favor, His
blessing, His fellowship, because,
through Jesus and the merit of
His blood, they had been over-
comers.

THE CHURCH
AT PEILADELPHIA

The Master’s message to the
church at Philadelphia seems to
reflect the histerical background
of that ancient city, as is true with
His epistles to the other churches.
Philadelphia was situated on one
of the greatest trade routes in the
country. This may be alluded to
in the message, “l have set before
thee an open door’—not that the
Lord was offering commercial ad-
vantages to the church at Phila-
delphia, but rather, using the
thought to picture spiritual op-
portunities and advantages which
were theirs because of their rela-
tionship to Him. i

Strabo, the historian, tells us
that in A. D. 17 the great earth-
quake which destroyed Sardis was
equally disastrous to Philadelphia.
He relates that the inhabitants for
a long time were so terrified by
the destructive earthquakes that
they preferred to live outside the
walls in the open country, in huts
and booths. Those who remained
in the city took all the precautions
they could to protect themselves
from the results of further earth-
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quake shocks by doing their best
to strengthen and support the tot-
tering walls.

The promise to the overcomers
in Philadelphia has a significant
meaning when we associate it with
the terrifying memory of those
who lived in the city. “To him that
overcometh,” Jesus said, “will I
make a pillar in the temple of My
God.” Here is a promise not only
of safety for the overcomers, but
also that they were to enjoy the
privilege of being a part in the un-
shakeable temple of God which
would give protection and blessing
to all nations in God’s due time.
The promise further states, “and
he shall go no more out,” that is,
he will never need to flee for safe-
ty because the true temple of God
will be among the things that can-
not be shaken. It will abide for~
ever.

Prophetically, the Philadelphia
stage of the church reaches down
into the time of the end, when the
great time of tribulation which the
prophecies foretold would come
upon the whole world, would be
imminent. This trouble is sym-
bolically described as an earth-
quake, hence the significance of
the promise made that because the
church at Philadelphia had kept
the Word of His patience they
were to be kept from this hour of
temptation—the great tribulation
which would mark the end of the
age.

The Key of Bavid
In giving His message to the
angel of the church at Philadel-
phia, Jesus said that He was the
One who had “the key of David,
He that openeth, and no man shut-

teth; and shutteth and no man
openeth.” This is a quotation from
Isaiah 22:22. The entire prophecy
with which this statement is as-
sociated is very revealing. It is a
promise that the Lord would clothe
His s$ervant—in the prophecy
called Eliakiin—with the royal
rcbe, and strengthen him with a
girdle, and commit to him the
government of Israel. It is also
said that Lie should be a father to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
to the house of Judah. To this
same one the promise is made that
the key of the house of David
would be placed upon his shoulder,
and that he would have the au-
thority to open the house of David
and that none would be permitted
to shut, and none would be per-
mitted to open. And then, in the
23rd verse, the Lord says, “I will
fasten him as a nail in a sure place;
and he shall be for a glorious
throne to his father’s house.”

While all of this may have taken
place on a small scale with Eliakim
of old, yet the fact that Jesus
quotes from the prophecy and ap-
plies it to Himself indicates that
its prophetic fulfilment is to be
looked for through Him, the real
King over the the house of David.
It is significant, also, that inn these
opening chapters of Revelation
Jesus is described as wearing a
robe and a girdle. This apparel,
together with the fact that He
claims to have the key of David,
all tends to identify Him as the
Great King of Israel, and of the
world.

His possession of the key of the
house of David shows that He is
the One who is authorized to ad-
mit into that house those who are
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to be joint-heirs with Him. This
qualification on the part of the
Master is appropriate in the mes-
sage to the church at Philadelphia
hecause He reveals that many
who actually belonged in the syna-
gogue of Satan claimed that they
were Jews, that is, that they were
members of the house of David.
While, as Jesus indicates, these
will worship at the feet of the
Christ in God’s due time, yet they
are not brought into the house as
a part of the ruling family.

The prophecy of Isaiah 22 em-
phasizes divine keeping power
over the one upon whose shoulders
was placed the key of David. The
illustration bringing this to our at-
tention is that of driving a nail in
a sure place; and so, appropriately,
Jesus, in identifying Himself as
the One who possesses the key of
David, reminds us of His keeping
power., To the church at Philadel-
phia He writes, “Because thou
hast kept the Word of My patience,
I also will keep thee.” Propheti-
cally, the Philadelphia stage of
the church immediately precedes
the period when Christ was to be
present at His second advent,
hence the special promise to those
in Philadelphia is, “Behold, I come
qguickly: hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.”

After the great earthquake,
Philadelphia was rebuilt, history
indicates, by the bounty of the
Emperor, and in commemoration
of this the city was honored by
being allowed to assume the name
“Neokaisareia.,” This “new name”
of the city has been found on coins
of the period. It signified that the
city was consecrated to the service
and worship of the Emperor.

Gradually, however, the old name
of the city came back into use,
and by about A. D. 50 the new
name had been entirely dropped.
It would therefore be only a mem-
ory when the letters to the seven
churches were written, and prob-
ably the Philadelphians were not
especially proud of it.

What a contrast to this was af-
forded in the promise, “I will write
upon him the name of My God,
and the name of the city of My
God, which is New Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven
from My God: and I will write
upon him My new name.” Thus,
the Lord promised to the over-
comers the privilege of being as-
sociated with a city bearing a new
name of which they would never
be ashamed.

THE CHURCH AT LAODICEA

Laodicea was a wealthy and
prosperous city. History reveals
that about A. D. 60, when there
was another - great earthquake
which devastated areas of Asia
Minor, and many cities required
assistance from the Imperial trea-
sury, Laocdicea did not need such
assistance. From this standpoint
the city could claim to be rich,
and have need of nothing.

Laodicea was noted for its man-
ufacture of a soft black wool, and
also for the costly garments which
were made from this fine material.
The city was also famous, appar-
ently throughout the whole Roman
Empire, for its school of medicine,
and its manufacture of a special
powder from which eye-salve was
made. This was known as “Phry-
gian Powder.” The historian Galen
also mentions an ointment which
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was manufactured in Laodicea and
considered especially good for
strengthening the ears.

In all these ways, therefore, the
characteristic features of ancient
Laodicea seem to have a definite
bearing upon the Lord’s message
addressed to the church located
there. In view of these character-
istics, of which the brethren in La-
odicea would certainly be well ac-
quainted, how significant are the
Master's words encouraging them
to seck the divine gold instead of
the material wealth represented in
the city.

Instead of the luxurious gar-
ments for which the city was not-
ed, the Lord's people were en-
couraged to seek after the white
robes which the Lord provided.
Instead of the much-hailed eye-
salve of Laodicea, the saints were
to seek the eye-salve of truth by
which, when their eyes of under-
standing were anointed, true spir-
itual vision would be theirs. Fur-
thermore, to have hearing ears
that could appreciate the voice of
the Tord, was much more to be
desired than the well-known medi-
cine for the ears for which the city
was famous.

As with the other churches used
to represent the development of
“the one true church, Lacdicea had
its unfaithful members as well as
its overcomers. The great nominal
mass of Laodiceans is described as
being neither hot nor cold, and be-
cause of this were to be spued
out of the Lord’s mouth, that is,
rejected by Him. “I would,” the
Master says, ‘“thou wert cold or
hot.” The illustration here is that
of a delectable beverage, one
which would be pleasing to the
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taste if hot, or one that would be
pleasing to the taste if cold, but
would be unpalatable in either
case if lukewarm.

While in many instances fire and
warmth are wused to represent
Christian zeal, yet here the sym-
bolism is somewhat different, in
that it is not the furious burning
of a candle, but the drinking of a
beverage which, if lukewarm, is
rejected. The nominal Laodicean
church has proved itself unfaith-
ful to the Lord, and has been re-
jected by Him, and His true peo-
ple are called to come out of it.
Prophetically, the Laodicean peri-
od is the last in the church’s de-
velopment. Chronologically, it em-
braces the harvest period at the
end of the age, and the harvest
message is, “Come out of her, My
people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins.”—Rev. 18:4.

To the faithful overcomers of
the Laodicean church the Master
says, “Behold I stand at the door
and knock: if any man hear my
voice and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with Me.” Oh the
blessedness of those who, in this
time of the Master’s second pres-
ence, have heard the knock of
His prophetic Word of truth, and
the reassuring voice of His har-
vest message and have bidden Him
to sup with them! Words are ut-
terly futile to describe the deep
joy that comes to those whose ears
hear and eyes see the unmistake-~
able evidence that now He has
come.

To those who finally overcome,
the blessed promise to the Laodi-
cean church—and applicable to the
entire church—is given that they
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shall sit with Christ upon His
throne. To attain to such height of
glory it is essential that we give
daily and earnest heed to “what
the Spirit-saith unto the churches.”

The essence of “what the Spirit
saith” is that the reward of vic-
tory belongs only to those “who
through patient continuance in well
doing, seek for glory, honor, and
immortality, eternal life.,”—Ro-
mans 2:7.

In overcoming, and in the re-
ward that follows, we are partners
with the Master. He overcame and
was exalted to the right hand of
the throne of God.” (Heb. 12:2) In
Isalah §3:12 Jehovah says of His
Son, “I will divide Him a portion
with the Great.”” The Heavenly
Father Himself is the Great One
here mentioned, and in fulfilment
of this promise Jesus was exalted

to the divine nature and to a posi-
tion at the right hand of God. ‘

But the prophet further ex-
plains that Jesus would “divide
the spoil with the strong.” This
means that it was God’s will for
Him to share His reward with the
overcomers, the strong ones—
those who are “strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might.”

When Jesus spoke to John from
the heavenly glory, God’s promise
to Him had been fulfilled; and
now, in His message to the church,
He reveals His hearty co-opera-
ticn .in the Father’s will for His
followers by the assurance that He
WILL divide His reward with
them. He says: “To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with
Me in My throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with
My Father in His throne.”—Rev-
elation 3:21.

Full Surrender

THE bowing of the heart to the Creator and Redeemer signifies
the renouncement of the human will and preference .and the
acceptance of the divine instead. No other course imaginable
is so safe, so sane, so reasonable as this—to acknowledge our
own unwisdom and that of our fellows, to seck the wisdom from
shove, to make the wisest and best use of the fragment of the
present life yet at our disposal, and to make sure of the eternal
life which the Lord has promised to them who love Him. It is
insufficient that we consider these matters and think favorably
of them. They will not be ours unless we come to the point of
definite self-surrender. It is a great mistake not to do thisl

Selected
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‘A Perfect Pattern

FASHIONING OURSELVES
~ AS OBEDIENT CHILDREN

“As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according
te the former lusts in your ignorance; but as He which
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation.”—1 PeTer 1:14, 15.

HE APOSTLE is not ad-

dressing the world, but
those who have become children
of God—those who have passed
out from their position of con-
demnation with the world, and
have been justified by faith in
the precious blood, who have
been accepted of the great Ad-
vocate, Jesus, and have been be-
gotten of the Holy Spirit. But it
ig not sufficient that we become
children of God; for these newly
begotten children are only start-
ed in the narrow way, they are
in an imperfect, undeveloped
condition. They have this stand-
ing as children because they
have put themselves into the
hands of God and desire to do
His will, loving righteousness
and hating iniquity.

On the basis of this stand that
we took—of enlisting under the
banner of Jesus, to fight against
sin and self and Satan—God
purposes to prove how thorough-
ly in earnest we were when we
espoused His cause. He wishes
us to attain to that development
of character which will fit us to

be associates with Jesus in His
great Kingdom, which is to bless
the world.

If we are obedient children,
everything will work well. We
shall get the proper tests, the
proper chiseling and polishing,
everything that will make us
“meet for the inheritance of the
saints in light.” But if we do not
prove obedient, this will hinder
us from ever getting into the
elect company, although we may
Liave a place in that company of
children who have had to be
chastised and finally brought to
proper obedience.

By this we are not implying
that any of God’s children are
exempt from discipline; for we
are told that every son receiveth
chastisement. (Hebrews12:6-11)
Those chastisements that came
to our Lord Jesus were not de-
served, but were experiences by
which He proved His thorough
loyalty and worthiness of exalta-
tion. And so the chastisements
that come to His followers are to
fit them for future service and
to demonstrate their worthiness

28



THE DAWN

finely they -can be clothed and
housed, how fine a carriage or
automobile they can have. They
seek-—and are in a large mea-
sure able to secure —the grat-
fication of the taste for earthly
things, whether it be for the sat-
isfaction of the mind, as various
kinds of literature, or for the
body, as for certain kinds of
foods or drinks, ete.

But when we become children
of God, we ask, What is God’s
will in respect to. what we shall
eat or drink or wear, as to the
use of tobacco, as to the cut of
our clothes, etc.? It is not for us
to decide now whether we shall
go to the theater or play cards or
dance. All these matters should
have been decided hefore we
consecrated ourselves. Now, in
harmony with the covenant we
have entered into with Churist,
we are to know strictly the Fa-
ther’s will. As we learn to see
things from God’s standpoint, we
change our ideas as to what we
shall eat, and what we shall
drink, etc. -And this change go-
ing on in our minds is the “fash-
ioning.”

THE FASHIONING A GRADUAL
PROCESS

Although we discover some
things quickly, we do not learn
all things at once. Some things
are less conspicuous before our
minds than are others, and rep-
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resent the finer shadings of what
would be proper for a new crea-
ture. We gradually come to note
these things more and more; and
we ask, Which things shall we
continue to choose? The knowl-
edge of God’s will is a matter of
education. We come to see that
this is right and:that is wrong.
(The world sets such a style for
evening dress, such a style for
morning dress.) When we be-
come Christians we have new
standards, and it takes some
time to get everything harmo-
niously adjusted therewith,

In line with this thought, the
apostle says,“Be ye transformed,
by the renewing of your minds”
not by the renewing of the new
will. We already possess the new
will. But we see that the body
is regulated by the mind. There-
fore the new will says, I must
begin with the mind. I must get
my mind to see things correctly,
according to God’s will. I will
use the Bible and all the provi-
dential indications that will give
me a knowledge of God’s mind,
and I will begin to conform my
mind thereto. Thus our minds
become gradually fashioned—
transformed into the mind of the
Lord. As we come to see more
and more what is the will of
God, our minds decide to do His
will. Our reason plays an im-
portant part.
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God wishes to appeal to our
reason, because we are thus bet-
ter developed than in any other
way. We are all in the school of
our Lord. In this school we are
learning to do His will. We have
the teachings of our Lord Jesus
and the writings of the apostles;
and our Lord declared that
whatsoever the apostles should
bind on earth would be consid-
ered bound in heaven; and what-
soever they should loose on
earth would be so considered
in heaven. Qur education pro-
gresses, until, at the end of this
life, those who have thoroughly
learned the lessons of this school
will be those who have been
obedient children. These will
have been transformed by the
renewing of their minds, that
they might prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and per-
fect will of God.”-——Romans 12: 2,

OUR STANDARD—
JEHOVAH'S RIGHTEOUSNESS

The new will is, in substance,
a will to be like our Father in
heaven. The Apostle Peter ex-
horts, “As he who hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy.” Holi-
ness is the standard of perfec-
tion. Our will must be holy
when we first make our cove-
nant with God. Nothing less
than a holy will is acceptable to
Him. If we had had an unholy
will, a will not submissive to
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God, we would not have been
accepted. So if our will be holy
we shall, as far as we are able,
do His will.

As He who has called us is
holy, so we, as far as our will is
concerned, will be holy. And we
will so direct our mind, as to be
holy in life so far as is possible.
We will apply the principles of
God’s holiness to every affair of
life. We will observe the Golden
Rule, that we should do to oth-
ers as we would that others
should do to us. Whoever neg-
lects to apply these principles
of holiness to his own life is not
growing in the new life, not be-
ing transformed. We should
seek to have our minds fully in
accord with God’s mind, and our
conduct as far as possible also in
alignment.

If our mind is not running in
the proper groove, we must see
to it that we turn it into the
proper groove. We want to ren-
der obedience to our highest
conception of what is the Lord’s
will, as far as we are able. Our
will will be determined by God
as loyal in proportion as it has
beeni on the alert to watch the
mind and the body, the tongue
and everything pertaining to our
conduct.

The Apostle enjoins upon us
that we shall be “holy in all
manner of conversation.” (1 Pe-
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ter 1:15)  The word conversa-
tion here has its broad meaning.
It relates to our intercourse with
others—all of our conduct with
respect to others—our manner of
life. We are to be holy in every-
thing that pertains to our lives—
in our thoughts, words and
deeds. This is a very high stand-
ard; and no wonder that the
Lord has set a high standard!
It is for us to learn what this
standard is, and to help others to
know what it is.

This is why we spend a few

years this side of the veil after
we have given our hearts to
Jesus. We say that we have tak-
en up our cross to follow Jesus,
and the Lord wishes to demon-
strate whether this is true. He is
watching our course, and the
foreordained number will be
found for the bride class. Others
will be given another position
not so good; and those who man-
ifest that they have not the true
spirit of obedience will die the
second death.

— ReprINTS, June 15, 1914

Holiness in Action

winters reign.

) hammer.

Q?% WE ARE told that the stoutest timber stands on Nor-
® wegian rocks, where tempests rage and long,

hard

The muscles are seen most fully devel-
Il oped in the brawny arm that plies the blacksmith’s
Even so, the most vigorous and healthy

piety is that which is the busiest, which has its hands

full of good works, which has neither time nor room for evil;
but, aiming at great things both for God and man, promptly
and summarily dismisses temptations with Nehemiah’s answer
to those who would interfere with him, “I have a great work
to do, therefore, I cannot come down.” First, make sure what
the Heavenly Father wants done, and how; then, have your
tools ready, and God will give you something to do for Him.
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An Danger, Fearless

PETER—IMPETUOUS AND DEVOTED

“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples,
how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many
things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and be raised again the third day.”—
MartHEW 16:21

T IS conjectural just how

much Peter understood relat-
‘ing to the coming suffering and
death of his beloved Lord prior
to the consummation of the
event. But it is supposable that
Iollowing the rebuke by Jesus
as recorded in Matthew 16:22,
23—the result of Peter’s attempt
to advise Jesus against entering
Jerusalem to suffer and die at
the hands of the elders, chief
priests and scribes—he had
brooded over the matter and had
some forebodings of the tragic
event coming to pass sooner or
later. )

It is not to be wondered at
that Peter could not understand
why Jesus, whom he helieved to
be, without a doubt, the Messiah
of God, so long looked for as the
Shiloh of Israel, with the author-
ity and power to render Him-
self invulnerable to attack by
mortal man, should allow Him-

" self to become a victim of the
hate and jealousy of the reli-
gious rulers, and die at their
hands. Self-preservation is the
first law of the natural man, and
in Peter’s philosophy there ex-
isted no allowance for weakness

or servility, especially on the
part of kings, of whom he rec-
ognized Jesus to be the chief.
Rugged and courageous himself,
with a love of power and in-
itiative, and with unusual power
for leadership, he envisioned
continued progress toward the
subjugation of Israel to the Mas-
ter’s will, and his own position
as an asscciate in the new ad-
ministration of this grestest of
all kings.

No doubt in this frame of
mind, he must have heen puz-
zled and troubled by the occa-
sional references of the Lord
relative to His suffering and
death. A natural man, he com-
prehended nothing of the philos-
ophy of the ransom. Natural
men comprehend nothing of it
today. To natural minded Jews
of Peter’s day it was a stumbling
block, to natural minded Greeks
foolishness. And we can imagine
the contemplations of so ardent
and impetuous a person as the
Bible discloses Peter to have
been, relative to the course he
would pursue in the event of any
physical violence taken against
his beloved Master, Peter knew
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Jesus to be inoffensive, sweet,
loving and lovable-—one alto-
gether lovely, and endowed with
wi%dom above any other person

{ his day—hence not one de~
ser v1ng punishment,

Sincere and wholehearted,
Peter avowed his love for the
Lord. To him Jesus was worthy
of any man’s love. It would be
only natural for him to resent
any suggestion of insult or of-
fense to the Lord, and no doubt
he felt called upon to act as His
protector and bodyguard. The
fact that he was so close to the
Lord, and on all important oc-
casions accompanied Him, prob-
ably confirmed his belief that he
should regard himself as the
Lord’s special protector.

One can readily see that the
Lord’s pointed references to the
coming tragedy would beget in
Peter a determination to be on
his guard. So when Jesus sug-
gested the need for weapons of
defense, it was Peter who had
one of ‘the two swords. His
sword, perhaps a common form
of brush knife or machete, was
prokably far from the valuable,
keen-edged weapons carried by
the Romans; but it was doubt-
less well sharpened and polished,
and with it Peter could imagine
excellent execution at close
range.

LORD, IS IT I?

We may know that Peter ss

well as the other disciples must
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have been shocked at the Lord’s
assertion that one of The Twelve
would betray Him; and that they
all would be offended—or stum-
bled, as the Diaglott renders it
-—because of Him that night. In
terms of our common under-
standing the Lord said, “You
will all be offended at My course
of procedure ‘and submission to
the forces of evil—I who have
been sent of the Father to re-
deem and deliver mankind from
tyrannical sovereignty.”

Peter, with unbounded confi-
dence in the impossibility of any
wrong-doing on the Lord’s part,
and sure of his own fidelity and
loyalty to the one whom he con-
sidered his best friend on earth,
made it definite and plain that
although it might be possible for
any or all others to forsake and
deny Him, yet he would remain
loyal to the very end. Alas, how
little did he then realize his own
deficiency! But the Lord knew
him better than he knew him-
self. Perhaps though it was the
unexpected, the sudden turn of
events, that took Peter by sur-
prise and temporarily over-
whelmed him. That their ac-
claimed Master and the future
ruler of the earth should be sub-
jected to such indignity secemed
unthinkable, no doubt.

Our Lord’s understanding was
perfect. Peter, without the en-
lightenment of the Holy Spirit,
was utterly devoid of the mean-
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ing or the necessity of sacrifice,
especially of one so close to God.
Suflicient it was to impress upon
‘Peter the one basic idea that his
Master must die, and intended
to die. Of course there was a
reason for it, a purpose in it, but
His disciples were first to be
tested and tried as to their loy-
alty to Him before these seeming
difficulties would be made ap-
parent to them.
GROWTH IN GRACE

And is it not often just so with
us as we progress in our quest
for the full clear light of His
Word and counsel? Perhaps we
have not always seen the neces-
sity for maintaining an uncom-
promising attitude toward the
forces of evil and their baneful
influence, but as we come to see
the righteocusness of God as our
standard, we become convinced
that nothing short of this should
be paramount in our lives; and
so we are being led by His
grace from one stage to another
in the path of life and glory.

One wonders at Peter’s lack
of understanding of human na-
fure. Being honest and sincere
himself, no doubt he regarded
others as honest and sincere as
well, Therefore it would he in-
conceivable to him that anyone
professing such high regard for
Jesus as to become His follower
could ever betray Him. How-
ever, the Lord knew that Judas
was a thief and a traitor. No

doubt had Peter known it, he
would have taken steps to pre-
vent Judas from carrying out
Lis designs to betray and deliver
the Lord. But, regardless of the
distinct hint dropped by Jesus
relative to the imminence of the
coming tragedy and the part
Judas was to play in it, Peter
was without vigilance, and was
sound asleep at his post at a time
when, as a bodyguard and pro-
tector, he should have been most
watchful.

But Peter was in for a very
sad awakening that momentous
night of our Lord’s betrayal and
arrest. It is possible that even
then the arousing of his suspi-
cions of foul play was delayed
by Judas’ leadership of the
crowd. However, the Lord’s
words and the sight of so great
and antagonistic a company
armed with clubs and staves,
brought to him a realization of
the correct state of things. He
saw, with a rising burst of fury,
that the war was on. And when
the servant of the high priest
rushed forward and attempted
to seize Jesus, thus placing him-
self in the dangerous position of
an enemy, for which Peter was
prepared and armed, it was only
natural for Peter to resort to vi-
olence. That the servant lost an
ear only,was a most remarkable
piece of good forttune for him.
No doubt Peter’s intention was.
to deliver a telling and fatal
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blow. That the event was di-
vinely overruled there can be
no doubt.

DIVINE HELP AVAILABLE

Always ‘self-possessed and al-
ways with His chief object in
mind, Jesus then, amid all the
excitement, explained to the in-
flamed Peter, not only the fu-
tility, but the inadmissibility of
the use of the sword. He also
stressed the fact that the entire
procedure was with His permis-
sion and foreknowledge—that
He could obtain help and pro-
tection from an all-sufficient
source, adding significantly for
Peter’s future consideration, that
this drama was the fulfilment of
Scripture and therefore must be
carried out,

Obediently, Peter sheathed
his sword—but against his will
To his mind the occasion called
for a fight. He had come pre-
pared to fight; was in the mood
to fight, and in his zeal felt equal
to the situation. All he wanted
and needed was the Lord’s per-
mission to clear the Garden.
Perhaps the Lord’s refusal to
grant him this permission lay at
the bottom of Peter’s mental and
-spiritual troubles that terrible
night and the days to follow. IHe
was probably puzzled, outraged
and disappointed.

The other apostles had de-
serted both him and the Lord,
but Peter laboring under high
pressure, determined to follow

to the high priest’s palace. In.
this he may have been placing
himself in a position where he
might, if opportunity presented,
lend a hand in helping Jesus to-
escape. It was here that his test
came and he fell before the pres--
sure of public opinion. Had he
so soon forgotten those avowals.
of fidelity? No, he had not for-
gotten them-—his heart was-
right before God—but his men-
tal process and the weakness of
the flesh were not equal to the
occasion. Under the pressure of
those trying hours, and without
the full measure of God’s Holy
Spirit to sustain him, he faltered,
then disavowed the Lord who
had come to give His life in sac-
rifice for him and for all men.
The wording of the Common
Version of St. Matthew's ac-
count gives us an improper
thought in stating that Peter
went in there to see the end.
The Diaglott says that he was
there for the purpose of seeing
the result, which is probably
nearer the correct idea. It is
doubtful that Peter even yet un-
derstood the gravity of the situ-
ation. That the Lord was in a
precarious place was obvious to
him. But his reasoning surely
included the idea that Jesus
could, if He would, use His in-
genuity to escape their appar-
ently well-laid plans to do away
with Him, and that then he
would be around somewhere
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convenient, ready for any call
for help that might come. But
no call for assistance came from
the Master nor from any one
else. No doubt this too was up-
setting and trying to the natural
disposition of the intrepid Peter
who ordinarily was a man of ac-
tion and deeds as well as of
words. '
PETER RECOGNIZED

The unfortunate observation
of the court maid that Peter was
one of the prisoner’s friends
placed him in an awkward po-
sition. Above all it was inimical
to his strategy not to be recog-
nized. To be identified as a per-
sonal friend of the prisoner
would handicap him in any ef-
fort he might make to render
aid to the Master. It was not
necessarily fear, nor shame of
the Lord either, that prompted
him to deny his relationship to
his beloved; but it could have
been a natural impulse to pre-
serve whatever advantage might
accerue to him by remaining un-
known, and ostensibly disinter-
ested.

Without the slightest hesita-
tion and seemingly without a
qualm of conscience, he de-
clared that he did not know
Jesus. Although he felt consid-
erably relieved when the maid
passed on; he thought it best to
make a change of location, per-
haps to a less conspicuous spot.
Quietly he arose and made his

way to the outside porch, stand-
ing in the shadows, watching and
waiting. He was socn detected,
however, and another woman
openly accused him of his former
fellowship with the prisoner
Again Peter denied it.

Now the situation was bacom-
ing increasingly desperate; and
fear for his friend was striking
at Peter’s stout heart. Perhaps
by now, under the stress of ex-
citement he recalled the former
words of the Lord that He must
suffer and die at the hands of
the Jewish leaders. Wildly he
cast about in an effort to decide
on a course of action. An at-
tempt {o rush the palace single-
handed, if this had been his plan,
had by now become only too
obviously futile. Frantic with
dread and apprehension for his
Master’s safety, he shrank heavy
hearted, deeper into the shad-
ows. How gladly weculd he have
welcomed an  opportunity to
rush to the. assistance of his
friend, even to die by His side,
for he was sincere in declaring
his willingness so to do. It was
as though he were bound,
shackled and fettered with im-
potence. Then others approached
him: You were one of -them,
they insisted.

Poor, despairing Peter! His
last waning claim to hope disap-
peared. With the crushing real-
ization that his precious Lord
was lost, so vanished his reason
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and his restraint. His efforts
having proved unavailing, he
saw himself helpless, ineffective
as a man of stone such as his
name implied, while not a dozen
vards away the Messiah of God
stood condemned in the midst of
ravening wolves, without a
friend or hope of escape. With
a wildness bordering on insanity
he gave way to his despair, even
to the extent of cursing and
shouting back at his accusers,
“l do not know the man.”
CONSIDER THE PIT

We all, of the new creation,
find it beneficial to consider the
pit from which we were dug, re-
joicing that our feet have been
placed on solid rock. We con-
sider Peter, without restraint
and without self-control, help-
less in the weakness of his wild-
ness, deep in the pit from which
ke was afterward dug. And we
see him again, years later, prov-
en, tried, steadfast, enduring,
enlightened with the Holy Spirit
—a strong tower to the Lord’s
flock in times of violent perse-
cution, writing one of the most
beautiful messages to the church
in all God’s Hely Word—“That
the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory
at  the appearing of Jesus
Christ.”

We have here the marvelous
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understanding of the perfect
man, Jesus. How did He know
that Peter would disown Him.
and later prove such a bulwark
to the early church? Certain it
is that He knew Peter would be
at the palace; and who can
doubt that He knew why His
faithful Simon would be there?
For no other reason, obviously,
than to be near in time of need.
That Peter would be recognized
He could also be certain; and
that Peter’s natural disposition
would lead to his denial the
Lord was also able to under-
stand. Imperfect Peter could
not, of course, trace subsequent
steps leading to the denial of the
Lord. But the Loxd’s perfect
brain traced them, and He had
warned Peter in advance that
he would deny Him thrice.

It was the early morning
crowing of a common barnyard
fowl that abruptly brought Peter
back to mental equilibrium. We
can be sure that the great Je-
hovah overruled in the interest
of Peter’s sanity. As his innate
passions subsided his reason re-
turned. With clearer vision he
grasped that Jesus had traced
it. all, had forseen the effort he
would make, would know of his
mental reactions, and conse-
ouent failures, and had fore-
warned him of them. It was only
with the foretold crowing of a
cock that Peter awoke to the
true situation with its resultant
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remorse, It was this compre-
hension that steadied him dur-
ing the days to follow,

JESUS’ DEATH NECESSARY

One thing was now plain: it
had been necessary that the
Lord should die, even though
Peter found himself unable to
understand why. The Lord had
foreknown it, and had foretold
it. It was for this reason that
Peter’s efforts had proved una-
vailing from the beginning. He
had tried, but had accomplished
nothing. Willing, but impotent,
he had presented himself in a
last desperate effort to save the
Savior of men. He had wrought
without understanding; and his
efforts had involved him in the
extremity of having denied his
Lord.

The following three days were
bitter ones for Peter and the
rest of the disciples. What could
they do, now that their leader
and deliverer had heen so hu-
miliatingly treated? We can
readilly understand how they
must have felt at this sudden,
and to them, unexpected turn of
events, Perhaps as they all
talked the matter over, the
words of the Lord returned to
them, and they measurably re-
alized that as it was written, so
it was necessary, known and or-
dered of the Lord, that the ap-
parently awful tragedy should
take place. This realization may
have contained a measure of

consolation to the more philo-
sophical of the group. But as
Peter contemplated the master-
ful Jesus humbly and docilely
submitting to the violent subjt-
gation of His rights, even to the
point of unresistingly allowing
Himself to be led as a lamb to
the slaughter, he was filled with.
wrath, disappointment and cha-
grin,

Peter had believed Jesus to be
the conqueror and dictator of
the world. Jesus, to be sure, had
been gentle and friendly; but
Peter knew that He possessed
miraculous power, not only to
heal all manner of disease, but
even to direct the elements and
the laws which ordinarily con-
trolled those elements. Had he
not seen this power exercised
on more than one occasion?
(Luke 4:30) Peter was not by
any means willing to attribute
to his Master either cowardice
or lack of courage; but he was
poignantly and painfully aware
that Jesus had failed to stand up
for Himself and assert His rights
and had deliberately prevented
"him from doing so. Probably
Peter felt deeply humiliated by
his experience. In the colloquial-
ism of our expressive day, Peter
must have been sore, and very "
sore at that.

How much of those three days
Peter spent with the other dis-
ciples we do not know; but he
was with some of the apostles
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the following Sunday when the
“women returned from the sep-
~ulcher bringing ‘an excited ac-
‘count of- strange occurrences,
And from that time forward the
fact of the Lord’s resurrection
was thoroughly verified and es-
tablished. Peter, who had as-
sured the Lord that though all
men should be offended with
Him yet he would never bhe,
was, it is evident, the most deep-
ly humiliated of them all. Nat-
urally, time would be required
to completely obliterate the feel-
ing of bewilderment, if not re-
sentment, that could easily have
renkled in his breast. To say
that he was overjoved at the res-
urrection would be to state it
mildly. However, there was a
difference in the resurrected
Jesus and the Anointed One
with whom he had enjoyed such
blissful fellowship hefore the
dismal days beginning the pre-
vious Friday. And though he
knew the Lord to be the same
Jesus, and still loved Him, he
seemed to have lost somewhat of
his former self-confidence and
that intense zeal for the cause
to which he had been called and
chozen by Jesus.
KETURNED TC FISHING
Peter and a number of the
other disciples returned to their
former occupation, the fishing
business. Nothing had been seen
or heard of the Lord for some
time. Breezes blew in from the
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sea laden with the smell of sea
water and vegetation, stirring
up past memories and old im-
pulses.  Heavy-hearted Peter
turned to his boat and to his
fishingz. This set the stage for a
very convineing miracle which
led up to the friendly dialog
between Peter and His Master
which finally broke down the
last concrete barrier of dissatis-
faction existing between them.

It was a friendly little gather-
ing by the campfire on the sea-
shore that morning. The fire
had warmed them, the food had
refreshed them, and the majes-
tic presence of the Lord had
filled them with peace and quiet
joy. And this quiet, peaceful
setting was the occasion for an-
other of those same heart to
heart talks which they had en-
joyed with the Lord so many
times in the past. At the con-
chision of this interesting -inci-
dent the Lord once more di-
rected His attention to Peter,
and once more desired to con-
firm the faith and love of this
zealous disciple; for had not Sa-
tan sought to sift him as wheat?

Jesus, the understanding one,
realized the besetting sin and
weakness of this otherwise
strong character. As steel is
tempered in the fiery furnace, so
Peter had heen severely tried.
But he needed yet to he tem-
pered before he was qualified
for his final mission, so Jesus be-



PETER—IMPETUOUS AND DEVOTED

sought him with the question,
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou Me more than these?”

Peter’s answer was in the af-
firmative—“Yea, Lord, Thou
knowest that I love Thee.” But
it lacked the old time sponta-
neity. After awhile the Lord
again spoke to Peter, “Simon,
son of Jonas, lovest thou Me?”
This must have caused Peter
considerable distress of heart.
Plainly the Master understood.
Clearly He was gazing into the
very heart of the man Petros.
But the Lord had thwarted Pe-
ter’s endeavor to prevent His
crucifixion and there may have
been a semblance of resentment
in that natural heart of Peter.
Yes, he loved the Lord, had al-
ways loved the Lord, and said
so, but Jesus still questioned
him.

The Master’s commission to
feed His sheep constituted a
source of hope to this disheart-
ened man. It implied future
service for the Lord, and fellow-
ship with those whom the Lord
regarded as His own. This in
itself proved a softening influ-
ence. It may have heen well

along in the morning when the
Lord again approached Peter-—
Jesus

“Simon, son of Jonas,”
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asked the third and final time,
“Lovest thou Me?”

Peter was grieved—the godly
sorrow that melloweth the soul.
His heart was now in a proper
receptive attitude. No doubt
the Master’s asking the guestion
thiree times reminded Peter of
his three denials, and if he had
this in mind—and how could he
forget it—it must have brought
home his mistakes and the re-
alization of his absolute depend-
ence upon divine grace and
help in every time of trial with
less and less dependence upon
the impotent arm of flesh. All
pride and chagrin faded away.
Self-will and opposition to his
Lord and to his Lord’s plan gave
way forever to love and com-
plete self-abnegation. Probably
tears filled his eyes. Smiling
through them he finally affirmed
with enthusiasm, Thou knowest
all things, even this poor heart
of mine—“Yea, Lord, Thou
knowest that I love Thee.”

As if to assure Peter that He
did indeed know that his heart
was true, and that there was yet
a great work for him to do,
Jesus again replied, “Feed My
sheep.”

—CONTRIBUTED
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AS TRAVAIL UPON A WOMAN

“They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man,
and are at their wit’s end.”—Psalm 107:27,

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages,
page 333 to page 337.

“GATIHER yourselves teogether
.o Before the decree bring
forth, before the day pass as
the chaff, before the fierce anger
of the Lord come upon you, be-
fore the day of the Lord’s anger
come upon you.” (Zeph.2:1,2) Here
the present time of trouble is lik-
ened to fire consuming chaff.
Such a fire burns very fiercely and
spreads rapidly, so the trouble in
this day of Jehovah comes sud-
denly on the world, in comparison
with the long ages past and their
slow operation.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:2, this day
of the Lord is said to come “as a
thief in the night.” That is, its ap-
proach will he stealthy and unob-
served by the world and hence
its coming will seem very sudden.
The apostle further declares (verse
3), “For when they shall say,
Peace and safety; then sudden de-
struction cometh upon them, as

travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape.” In
what sense is the trouble, “As
{ravail upon a woman”? It comes
in spasms, or a series of convul-
sions, more frequent and severe
as the hour draws near for the
birth of a new order called a “new
heavens and a new earth.”—Isa.
65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1.

What is the effect of these laber
pangs? REach one lessens the sta-
bility of the present organization
of society. Society’s physicians,
whom we call political economists,
cannot avert the birth of the new
order, but because they do not
know that this is part of the Di-
vine plan, take repressive meas-
ures which do not stop the birth
of the new order but do hasten
the death of the old order. Because
there is a period of relief between
each pang of trouble, they imagine
that they will e able to bolster up
the old order and keep it from
dying. In time, the cord of social
organism will snap asunder, and
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then will be fulfilled the words of
Jesus saying that there shall be
“great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to
this time, no, nor ever shall be.”

Explain how the deliverance of
Israel from Egypt pictured the
bondage of the world to Satan and
every agency he has devised for
man’s bondage to sin and error. In
Acts 3:22, we are told that Moses,
their deliverer, was a type of Jesus
Christ. “For Moses truly said unto
the fathers, A prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you
of your brethren, like unto me;
Him shall ye hear in all things.”
God sent one plague after another
upon Egypt, but as each one was
removed, instead of being more
lenient and just with Israel, the
Egyptians were only hardened and
increased the burdens of the Is-
raelites.

Notice the tactics used in ancient
Egypt, as recorded in Exodus 5:
8,9: “And the tale of the bricks,
which they did make heretofore,
yve shall lay upon them; ye shall
not diminish ought thereof: for
they be idle; therefore they cry,
saying, Let us go and sacrifice to
our God. Let there more work be
laid upon the men, that they may
labour therein; and let them not
regard vain words.” Likewise,
some in our day, after each spasm
of trouble, seek to make the bur-
dens of the masses heavier, think-
ing that thus they can control them
better. The Scriptures inform us
that at midnight of the last plague,
Pharaoh was glad to let Israel go
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free. It is interesting to note that
in the Book of Revelation, in de-
scribing events taking place in this
day of Jehovah, it refers, in highly
symbolic language, to the pouring
out of the seven “vials of wrath,”
which correspond to the typical
plagues that came upon Egypt.
(Rev. 15:1; 16:1) It then tells us of
the trouble coming upon Christen-
dom, calling her “Babylon.” Note
the words in Revelation 16:18,19:
“And there was a great earth-
quake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an
earthquake, and so great. And the
great city . fell: and great
Babylon came in remembrance be~
fore God, to give unto her the cup
of the wine of the fierceness of His
wrath.”

Did God in His Word foretell
just when the time of trouble
would take place? Yes, He did!
In Daniel 12:1, we are told that it
would be when ‘“Michael shall
stand up.” Michael is Jesus Christ.
In Matthew 24:14,21, Jesus refers
to this time of trouble as taking
place when the Gospel age is end-
ing, saying “Then shall be great
tribulation.” There is conclusive
evidence in the Scriptures to show
that this “day of the Lord is lo-
cated at the close of the “present
evil world” and the beginning of
the Millennjum. (1 Thes. 5:2; Gal.
1:4) The clearing out of the old
order to make room for the new
order, and thus making necessary
preparation for the coming work
of restitution, is what precipitates
the time of trouble.—2 Pet. 3:10-12.

-
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GODLINESS WITH CONTENTMENT

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”
—PsaLm 46:1

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages,
page 337 to page 341.

WHAT proof have we that we
are reaching the time for God to
introduce the new order of things?
The Prophet Daniel foretold that
when the time came for Messiah
to set up His Kingdom and start
the times of restitution it would
be indicated by the fact that “many
shall run to and fro, and knowl-
edge shall be increased.” (Dan. 12:
4) We are now witnessing the ful-
filment of this prophecy.

Name some of the advantages in
the partial lifting of the veil of ig-
norance in the present time? It
now, prepares many conveniences
for mankind, thus affording time
for education and moral and men-~
tal improvement as well as for the
preparation for feeding and cloth-
ing those who, in due time, will be
awakened from the tomb. Fur-
thermore, it locates the “time of
trouble” in God’s plan, when the
lesson of man’s inability to govern
himself will be of greatest help to
him. This will prepare him the
better to accept the strong rule of
the iron rod of Christ’s Kingdom
and the knowledge and assistance
necessary for his restoration to
original perfection and everlasting
life.

Will God take care of His saints
in the time of trouble? They are
not promised to be miraculously
preserved, but it is intimated that

their bread and water will be sure.
Probably some of the saintg will be
here during the  forepart of the
burning time. However, they are
free from the anxiety and hopeless
dread that will be over the whole
world. The instructions from the
Lord’s Word regarding the coming
times of restitution and the fact
that God’s Kingdom will succeed
the time of trouble, is a source of
great cheer and comfort to them.
Such promises as Psalm 91:15 come
to their minds—“He shall call
upon Me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble; I
will deliver him, and honour him.”
According to Isaiah 33:14,15, the
fearful sinners in Zion, as they
near the culmination of the time
of trouble, are represented as so-
liloquizing, “Who among us shall
dwell with the devouring fire?”
The Lord answers, “He that walk-
eth righteously,” etc.

Do the Lord’s people have any
message for the world at this time?
As long as they are in the world
they consider it one of their first
duties to witness to the world con-
cerning their faith in the outwork-
ing of the divine plan for human
redemption and to the silver lining
to the dark clouds of trouble, both
by their words and by their ex-
ample of contentment and joyful
anticipation. Even though they
share in some of the sufferings, the
knowledge that the Kingdom is so
near gives them comfort even
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amidst the trials and difficulties.
The Lord’s people thus will have
both contentment and godliness
and therefore will have double
reason for enjoying the “great
gain” promised in God’s Word.

What is the chief ailment of the
world in this time of trouble? We
answer, selfishness and discontent.
Even though hoth the rich and the
poor have so many comforts and
conveniences, yet we find on every
hand much murmuring and com-
plaining. In the home of the rich
replete with luxuries and in the
home of the thrifty wage-worker
filled with comforts, one can hear
complaints because selfishness has
taken possession of all. As a re-
sult, the world is rushing wildly to
gain still more wealth. As only a
few attain to their goals the ma-~
jority are often soured and em-
bittered.

Why is it that the saints should
take no part in the struggle be-
tween capital and labor? Because
they have made a consecration
vow to the Lord and are therefore
not striving for earthly riches, but
are seeking for a higher, heavenly
prize. While they seek to provide
things decent and needful as they
are counseled, in doing so they do
not hecome absorbed in earthly
ambitions. Instead of seeking to
follow labor leaders or capitalists,
they are trying to copy the course
and example of the Lord Jesus
Christ and His apostles. They do
have ambition, but their ambition
is heaven-directed and, as a re-
sult, they are absorbed in laying
up treasure in heaven. This all
helps to give them contentment
even in the midst of trouble.

Are all of God’s people filled

with contentment? No, many of
those claiming to be the children
of God have lost their trust in the
Lord and are departing from the
footsteps of the Lord. Therefore,
Ly casting their lot and portion
with the world in its discontent.
they not only lose the peace of
God, but they are also depriving

‘themselves of many spiritual bless-
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ings. If they persist in this course
they will lose the Lord’s blessing
and the full reward which will be
the portion of all who are joyful,
willing sacrificers. How important;
therefore, for the Lord’s saints to
abandon the strife and discontent
of the world and, instead, to seeck
the higher riches,

What did the Apostle Paul say
along this line? In 1 Timothy 6:
6-10, he writes, “Godliness with
contentment is great gain: for we
brought nothing into this world,
and it is certain we can carry noth~
ing out. And having food and rai-
ment, let us therewith be content.

. For the love of money is
the root of all [forms of] evil.”

The Lord’s people can be a help
in the time of trouble by being an
example of contentment and by
explaining the reason for their
cheerful submission to present
trials, that it is because they have
a sure hope that the Kingdom of
Christ with its blessings of resti-
tution is near at hand. Their faith
and hope should be a healing balm
to their neighbors who otherwise
would not know the reason for the
distress that fills the world.

DO YOU HAVE A COPY OF THE
DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES?
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HOW MANY OF THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS CAN YOU ANSWER?

1—What King of Babylon lost
his mind and while insane, ate
grass; but later recovered his san-
ity and praised God?

2—What unusual weapon did
Samson use in a fight against the
Philistines? How many Phi-
listines did he slay with it?

3—Which prophet was the
successful foreign missionary
of the Old Testament? Name
the city of his achievement.

4—Complete this text: “In
the sweat of thy face shalt
thou eat bread, till thou re-
turn unto the ground: for out of it
wast thou taken:”

5—Which is the true church?
Where are the names of its mem-
bhers recorded?

6-—You have doubtless heard
the expression, “I am neither a
prophet nor the son of a prophet.”
‘What Biblical character was its
author? and under what circum-
stances did he use it?

7—Does Satan or
the keys of hell? What does the
Bible mean by the expression,
“keys of hell and of death”?

8—The record of the Bible is

Christ have

@

that David was a man after God’s
own heart. In view of this, which
is correct, When he died (A) He
went to heaven; or (B) He did not
go to heaven?

9—When the city of Jericho fell
to the Israeclites, one family
of its inhabitants was deliv-
ered and given its liberty.
Whose family was delivered
and why it thus favored?
10—Of whom was it said,
“We shall not find any oc-
casion against him, except
we find it against him con-
cerning the law of his God”?

11—What attitude does the Bi-
ble take towards the endeavors of
the living to communicate with
the dead?

12—What book in the Bible re-
cords the following prophecy con-
cerning the resurrection? “But
now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the firstfruits of them
that slept.. . . . For as in Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive. . . . For He must reign
‘till He hath put all enemies under
His feet. The last enemy that shall
be destroyed is death.”

(Answers on page 64)

‘WISDOM FROM ABOVE—THE NOBLEST SCIENCE, THE BEST INSTRUCTION
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PAUL

JUNE 4—Acts 19:8-10; Ephesians 2:4-10; 3:14-19

GOLDEN TEXT:

IN EPHESUS

‘“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus

unto good works, which God hath before oxdained that we

EPHESUS was the capital of the
Roman province of Asia, and an
illustrious city in the district of
Jonia, nearly opposite the island
of Samos. The occasion of today’s
lesson from the book of Acts is
that of Paul's second visit to this
notable city. He first went to
Ephesus accompanied by Aquila
and Priscilla, who remained there
after the apostle left. Not much is
recorded of this visit except that
as usual, when visiting a new city,
he entered into the synagogue and
reasoned with the Jews concerning
Christ. He apparently made some
impression on those who heard
him in the Ephesian synagogue for
he was invited to remain longer.

After Paul left Ephesus on this
first occasion, Apollos of Alexan-
dria came to the city. Aquila and
Priscilla, who had remained there,
and who had long been under the
tutorship of Paul, noted that Apol-

should walk in them.”—Ephesians 2:10.

‘los, while an able orator, was im-
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mature in his knowledge of the
truth. They invited him to their
home and did what they could to
help him. The subject of baptism
was.one on which he was not clear,
as he was teaching and practicing
the baptism of John unto repent-
ance and washing away of sins.
Apollos moved on to Corinth,
and later, as shown in our lesson,
Paul came back to Ephesus, where
he remained and ministered for
more than two years. Finally his
service there came to a dramatic
end in connection with the uproar
caused in the city by those who
made trinkets which were sold to
the worshipers of Diana, the god-
dess of the Ephesians. On this sec-
ond visit, as on the first, Paul ap-
parently went first to the Jewish
synagogue, where he spent three
months witnessing to the Jews.
When the inevitable oppositior
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arose against him he withdrew and
took up quarters in “the school of
one Tyrannus.”

In addition to his witness work
among the Jews, and later in the
school of Tyrannus, the apostle
also made coutact with the breth-
ren, a small group comprising
about a dozen men. These appar-
ently had become interested in the
truth through the preaching of
Apollos, and knew no more about
it than he was able to teach them.
They had been bhaptized with
John’s baptism as Apollos taught
it, and hadn’t learned anything
about the Holy Spirit. Paul point-
ed out the way of the Lord more
perfectly to them, and they were
baptized in the name of Christ and
received the Holy Spirit.

There is an interesting contrast
in Paul's work of following up
Apollos at IEphesus, with that
which occurred in Corinth when
Apollos followed up Paul’s work
there. In the latter case, Paul had
instructed the brethren in the pure
truth, at least to the extent that it
was possible in the time. that he
remained in Corinth. Then Apollos
came, but instead of strengthen-
ing the brethren and leading them
on to still higher attainments of
grace and knowledge, his own im-
mature knowledge and example
tended toward division in the
church. But in Ephesus, Paul, the
mature Christian and pastor, de-
veloped the interest awakened by
Apollos.

Paul’s letter to the church at
Ephesus was written during his
first imprisonment at Rome. The
contents of the epistle indicate that

DAWN

in Paul’'s opinion the Ephesian
brethren had developed to the
point where they could grasp the
deeper truths of the divine plan.
They evidently had studiously ap-
plied themselves to what he had
taught them

Paul suffered in his Roman
prison, but he rejoiced as he re-
flected upon the fact that it was
because of his faithfulness in min-
istering the truth in Ephesus and
elsewhere in order that his breth-
ren might be reached and blessed,
that this opportuity to suffer had
been given to him. “For this cause
I bow my knees unto the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph.
3:14) That is, in humble prayer
Paul acknowledged the wisdom of
God’s way in permitting Christ’s
followers to fill up that which was
behind of the afflictions of Christ,
“for His body’s sake.”—Col. 1:24.

And in this prayer he asked God
to grant that the Ephesian church
might be “strengthened with might
by His Spirit in the inner man.”
(Eph. 3:16) He prayed also that
they be given the spirit of under-
standing which would enable them
to “comprehend with all saints,
what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height; and to
know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge”—also that they
“might be filled with all the ful-
ness of God.,”—Eph. 3:18,19.

QUESTIONS:

How long did Paul remain in Ephesus
on the occasion of his second visit, and
to what three classes did hé minister?

Explain the manner in which Chris-
tians are God’s workmanship.

Is there anything Christians can do
to contribute to the salvation of others?
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Free in Christ

PAUL PLEADS FOR
A RUNAWAY SLAVE

JUNE 11—Philemon 4-21

GOLDEN TEXT:

“Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving

one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”—Eph, 4:32.

THE Epistle of Paul to Philemon
was written by the apostle dur-
ing his first captivity at Rome. It
is believed to have been written
about A. D. 63 or 64. Onesimus, a
slave of Philemon, had run away
from his master, and in Rome had
come in contact with Paul’s min-
istry and been converted. Now the
apostle was sending him back to
his master bearing this loving ap-
peal that Philemon receive and
forgive him as a brother in Christ.

The circumstances in connec-
tion with Onesimus’ escape from
his master, Philemon, are not def-
initely known. The motive may
have been merely a desire for lib-
erty, or, as some suppose, he may
have committed theft, as is pos-
sibly indicated by verse 18 of the
epistle. In any case, according to
the established custom of that
time he had wronged his master
in a very serious way which called
for a large degree of mercy and
forgiveness if he were to return
safely.

On the part of Onesimus there
was no alternative but to return.
His becoming a Christian made it
imperative that he do all he could
to right the wrongs he had previ-
ously committed.
coming followers of Christ, have
attempted to gloss over their past
errors, but in so doing have not
made genuine progress in the nar-

Many, in be--
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row way. Onesimus, now that he
was a Christian, was under obli-
gation to return to his former mas-
ter, and Philemon, the master, was
under a Christian obligation to
receive and forgive him. Thus
they both had an opportunity to
do that which cost them something,
and in doing it, to receive a rich
blessing.

The Secriptures do not indicate
what brought Onesimus and Paul
together in Rome except that it
was in the providence of the Lord
that this runaway slave should re-
ceive the truth and become a
bondservant of Jesus Christ. Rome
was a large city, and Paul techni-
cally was a prisoner, although liv-
ing in his own hired house.lt seems
rather improbable that Onesimus
would “accidentally” come in con-
tact with the apostle under such
circumstances.

In verse 22 Paul asks Philemon
to prepare him lodging as he ex-
pected to visit him soon. The fa-
miliarity and confidence with
which this request was made bears
strong evidence that Paul had
previously been entertained at the
home of Philemon; hence, not only
was intimately acquainted with
him, but aso knew that he was in
a position to provide the lodgings
requested. It seems reasonable to
suppose, then, that on the occasion
of a former visit Paul had become
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acquainted with Onesimus, who at
the time was a slave in the house~
hold of Philemon. Perhaps Ones-
imus had been assigned the duty
of caring for the apostle.

We may be sure that if Paul
had been entertained in the house-
hold of Philemon he used every
possible opportunity to tell the
glad tidings of the Kingdom to
master and slave alike. In this way
Onesimus may have learned some-
thing of the Gospel, and also of the
kindly and understanding qualities
of Paul. Having run away from
his master and home, and finding
himself alone in Rome, he may
have purposely sought out the
apostle, assured that in him he
would find a genuine friend in time
of need. And he did, for no friend
can do more than to lead one to
the Lord, in whom is to be found
all-abounding grace and the gen-
uine liberty of the sons-of God.

Yet withal, the conversion of
Onesimus created a delicate situ-~
ation for both master and slave,
and no less so for Paul, who was
a friend and brother in Christ to
both. But the apostle, as always,
was equal to the ocecasion. He ex-
presses his confidence in the lov-
ing Christian spirit which he knew
Philemon possessed. “We have
great joy and consolation in thy
love,” he writes, “because the
bowels of the saints are refreshed
by thee, brother.”—Verse 7.

In the 8th verse Paul acknowl-
edges his boldness in writing this
kind of aun epistle, but in the $th
verse justifies his course on the
basis of love—“for love’s sake.”
What a truly Christian viewpoint
this expresses! Think of what has

been one for mankind by the
Lord, and will yet be done, “for
love’s sake”! It was “for love's
sake” that the Heavenly Father
sent His Son into the world to be
the Redeemer of a whole race who,
figuratively speaking, had run
away from Him. It was “for love’s
sake” that the Loogos willingly
laid aside the glory that He had
with the Father and humbled Him-
self to become a man, and to die
the cruel death of the cross in or-
der that the race now enslaved by
sin and captivated by death, might
be set free. '

If Philemon understood what
love had done for him—and no
doubt he did—what Paul was ask-
ing him to do for Onesimus, “for
Iove's sake” would seem like very
little by comparison. Besides, it
offered him an opportunity to se-
cure forgiveness of his own tres-
passes against the Lord upon the
basis of the inspired prayer, “For-
give us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against
us.”—Matt, 6:12, 14, 15,

Paul also appeals to Philemon
upon the basis of what we might
today call “fair play.” He explains
(verses 13,14) that he could have
kept Onesimus as a servant. Ap-
parently there was nothing in the
Roman law that made it necessary
for the apostle to turn this slave
back to his master. He was doing
it voluntarily, as a Christian, be-
lieving that Philemon,. as a Chris-
tian would do the right thing, es-
pecially since Onesimus himself
was now a Christian. We some-
times hear of a “vicious circle,”
hut here was a circle of love from
which there was no escape. Al
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three parties, as Christians, were
held within this circle, and there
was no way out except the Chris-
tian way of love.

Paul was a firm believer in the
providences of God—‘“that all
things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His
purpose” (Rom. 8:28)—and he re-
minded Philemon that in the tem-
porary loss of his slave a great
gain had been realized. He had
lost him for a while, but was now
receiving him for ever; not merely
as a servant, but as a brother in
Christ. There is no greater joy to
a true Christian than to see others
come to the Lord. Whatever re-
sentment Philemon might have had
toward his slave because of his
having run away would certainly
give way to rejoicing as he read
this clear-cut and Christian rea-
soning by Paul—Verses 15, 16.

St. Paul then uses his personal

A RUNAWAY SLAVE

friendship and influence to assure-
Onesimus that his Master will wel-
come him heartily, and offers to
make amends for any loss Phile~
mon may have sustained as a re-
sult of the former wrong course of
Onesimus. Paul was living in his
own hired house at the time, and
apparently was in a position to
make good this offer. At times
Paul had not been so favorably
situated, but as he explains in
Philippians 4:12, he had learned
both how to be abased and how to
abound. Now he was abounding
and was willing to use his abun-
dance to help one of his converts.
‘What a wonderful Christian spirit!
Should we not all follow the ex-
ample and advice of Paul?
QUESTIGNS:

Who was Onesimus? and why was
Paul so interested in him?

Who was Philemon, and what was
his privilege as a Christian? .

What practical lesson can we obtain
from Paul’s letter to Philemon?

TOMORROW'S NEWS
FORESHADOWED

(Continued from page 3)

Christ’s Kingdom is not es-
tablished through human efforts
—“The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this.” (Isa. 9:7.)
But happy will be those who
then shall find themselves in
sympathy with its program of
righteousness and peace. When
the advantages of love as a con-
trolling policy for the world are
made known to the masses
through the educational program
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of Christ’s Kingdom, doubtless
the vast majority will rejoice to
take their stand on the side of
righteousness and good will to-
ward all. Individuals and na-
tions taking such a stand will
bring peace to themselves, and
radiate peace and happiness to
others. It is to this glorious re-
sult of Christ’s Kingdom that
the prophet refers in our text,
saying: ‘“The mountains [King-
doms, primary authorities] shall
bring peace to the people, and
the little hills [subordinate di~
rectors] by righteousness.”



‘Endures Hardness

A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST

JUNE 18—2 Timethy 2;1-4, 8-12; 4:5-8

GOLDEN TEXT:
good soldiex of Jesus

PAUL’S epistles to Timothy are
sometimes referred to as the pas-
toral epistles because they con-
tain so much instruction to guide
the reader in properly ministering
to the needs of the church. Yet
the apostle also’ admonishes Tim-
othy to “do the work of an evan-
gelist.” (Ch. 4:5) He was not to
think that his work began and
ended by serving the consecrated
followers of the Master. The sec-
ond epistle to Timothy was writ-
téen during his final imprisonment
at Rome, about A. D. 65 or 66. It
was, therefore, a farewell message.

That Paul had been a mountain
of strength to his spiritual son,
Timothy, there can be no doubt;
but in this farewell epistle is a
reminder of the never-failing
source of strength—“My son, be
strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus.” Timothy was admonished
by the apostle not to forget the
things he had learned from his ex-
ample and teachings. Not only
should he remember them himself,
but give them to other faithful
men who, in turn, could pass them
on to others.—Chapter 2:2.

In admonishing Timothy along
this line, Paul may have had in
mind the ancient relay, or torch
race. In these races the first run-
ner would start over the course
carrying a lighted torch. At g cer-
tain distance from the start anoth-
er runner would be waiting, and to
him would be given the lighted

52

Timothy.

“Thiou therefore endure hardness, as a
Christ.”—2 Timethy 2:3

torch, who, in turn, would carry
it to a third, and so on to the end
of the race-course. -The feat was:
to keep the torch burning through~
out the race. Each one who car-
ried it had the responsibility of
delivering it to the next runner
brightly burning.

How beautifully this illustrates
the instructions Paul wrote to
The apostle himself
might be compared to the first

runner, who received the torch of

truth from the Master. Having al-
most reached the end of the way,
he was now, symbolically speak-~
ing, turning it over to Timothy,
with instructions that he give it
to faithful men who later would
convey it to still others. Thus has
the light of truth been carried by
the faithful from one generation
to another throughout the entire
age. During the trying period of
the Dark Ages it was difficult to
hold the torch above the darkening.
dogmas of men. It became dim
but it did not go out. A flicker
remained, which gradually, begin-
ning with the Reformation, flamed
up more brightly, and was finally
fanned into a bright glow of il-
luminating truth by “that servant”
who was raised up by the Lord at
the end of the age.

In the next verse (Ch.2:3) Paul
changes the metaphor. He now
speaks to Timothy as though he
were a soldier, rather than a run-
ner in a race. Many thoughts are
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conjured up in our minds as we
consider the life of a soldier. A
good soldier is obedient, well dis-
ciplined. He is a trained fighter,
determined to be victorious in bat-
tle. Paul mentions two other qual-
ities of a soldier which correspond
to what a Christian should be—
first he must endure hardness; and
second, so far as possible he must
be free from other pursuits of life.
“Thou, therefore endure hardness
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,”
he writes, and adds, “No man that
warreth entangleth himself with
the affairs of this life.”—Chapter
2, verses 3, 4.

It required courage in the days
of Paul and Timothy to espouse
the cause of One who had been
crucified as a criminal, and teach
that He had been raised from the
dead. Chapter 2:8,9, indicates that
Paul’s imprisonment was in some
special way related to His preach-
ing this message. But he didn’t
want Timothy to slacken his ef-
forts in preaching the resurrected
Christ even though it did lead to
persecution. “Remember,” Paul
writes, ‘“that Jesus Christ of the
seed of David was raised from the
dead according to my gospel.”

The apostle was imprisoned be-
cause of his faithfulness in preach-
ing the gospel, but he explains,
“The Word of God is not bound.”
Timothy was still at liberty to
preach the Word, and so were
others, and Paul rejoiced that

while his labors were about ended,.
the Gospel would live, and would
be proclaimed by other faithful
men. What a noble attitude! It
requires true greatness thus to put
one’s self out of the picture and
desire that others carry on. It is
so easy to conclude that the Loxrd’s
work is ended simply because we
are no longer in a position to
serve, True servants of God are
not that way, and Paul was a true
servant. .

The apostle knew that he would
soon be executed, but to him it
was merely the consummation of
his covenant to be dead with
Christ. He knew that if faithful

~even unto death, he would live
with his Master in the Kingdom.
And he was confident that he had
been faithful—“l have fought a
good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith.” A
crown of life and of glory had been
laid up for Paul, which he knew
he would receive “at that day.”
We are now in the opening years
of that period, and all who love
His appearing will receive the re-
ward of joint-heirship with Jesus
in His Kingdom.
QUESTIONS:

What illustration may the apostle
have had in mind when asking Tim-
othy to pass the Gospel on to other
faithful men?

In what way does the life of a sol-~
dier illustrate the Christian life?

When did Paul expect to receive the:
crown of life?

————et et B —————

God will not look you over for medals, degrees, or diplomas,
but for scars; and to be scarred we must be in the battle.
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Wise Young Captivés

THE POWER OF SIMPLE LIVING

" JUNE 25—Daniel 1:8-16, 19, 2¢

GOLDEN TEXT:

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not

defile Iumself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine
which he drank.”—Daniel 1:8.

FOR today we have the usual.

quarterly temperance lesson, and
the committee has selected as the
Scriptural guide the experiences
of Daniel and his three associates
who were taken captive to Baby-
lon and drafted into the service of
King Nebuchadnezzar. It is a fit-
ting lesson which well illustrates
the advantages of temperate living
both to the mind and the body.
These young captives were about
sixteen years of age and the fruit
of godly training on the part of
their parents is manifest in the
course pursued by them as related
in the present lesson.

Their intellectual qualities were
discovered and they were put into
a superior school that they with
others might he fitted to constitute
a board of wise men, counselors of
the king. The young Hebrews
were attached to the king’s house-
hold and were provided with ex-
traordinary delicacies including
spirituous liguors. The policy of
the king in providing sumptuously
for the students who were from
various lands was that, being well
nourished, they might be in their
best physical and mental condi-
tion. This lesson shows that it is
a mistake to suppose that high liv-

these four

ing is essentially conducive to in-~-

tellectuauty——not to mentlor\ spir-
ituality.

From the very beginning, under
God’s providence, the deportment
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of Daniel brought him into special
favor with the prince of the eu-
nuchs who had in charge the tem-~
poralities of these students. There
is something in a meek and quiet
spirit that is impressive; and as a
rule such a spirit comes only from
a proper religious training. To
this eunuch, Daniel and his asso-
ciates through him appealed, re-
questing that instead of the fine
food and liquor provided, they
might have a plain vegetable diet.

The eunuch said that he would
he very glad to comply with the
request, but he feared that when
examination time came, these four
Hebrews, fed upon the plainer
fare, would appear to a disadvan-
tage and cause reflection upon
himself and possibly cost the loss
of his position, if not indeed the
loss of his life. Daniel, however,
appealed for a trial of the matter
for ten days, agreeing to abide by
the results. At the end of this
short time comparison showed that .
the four young Hebrews who prac~
tised abstemiousness were fair and
fatter in flesh than were those who
shared the king’s bounties; so their
request was granted.

Of them we read, “Now as for
children [under the
protectorate of the king] God gave
them knowledge and skill in all
learning and wisdom: and Daniel
had understanding in all visions
and dreams.” (Dan. 1:17) At the
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end of the period of their prepar-
ation, the king communed with the
students, “and among them all was
found none like Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah. . .. And in
all matter of wisdom and under-
standing, that the king inquired of
them, he found them ten times
better than all the magicians and
astrologers that were in his realm.”
—Verses 19, 20.

What was the secret of this wis-
dom and understanding? Did it
not lie in the blessing of God, and
in the fact that these young men
sought to devote their lives to the
doing of the divine will—the doing
of righteousness? Thus we see
that our hearts and minds can be
free from selfish motives, free from
superstition, free from fear, free
to do the will of God at any cost.
Such minds anywhere at any time
are scarce. Such minds always
develop wisdom. On the other
hand, sensuality, selfishness, the
grinding of personal axes, always
becloud the judgment.

Daniel and -his associates under
the influence of the promise made
to Abraham and his seed, were
looking forward to the glorious
Kingdom of the future when Im-
manuel would be King over the
all the earth. We are glad for
them, and are sure that when the
new dispensation shall open up the
higher positions which those an-

cient worthies will have in the
earthly phase of that Kingdom, it
will more than compensdte them
for the little self-denials which
then were, no doubt, severe tests
of character and heart-loyalty.

. Christians throughout this age
are in a condition very similar to
that of Daniel. The great King of
glory has them in the school of
Christ. He wishes to select a few
to be joint-heirs in the Messianic
Kingdom when it shall be estab-
lished. The examination test will
come to each before his schooling
is over. Those who will be found
worthy will be such as have had:
the Daniel spirit of devotion to
God and to the principles of right-
eousness—willing to lay down
their lives in the service of the
truth—followers in the footstens of -
Jesus. Of these the Lord speaks,
saying, “They shall be Mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in that day when
I make up My jewels.”-——Mal. 3:17.

QUESTIONS:
Was the diet adopted by Daniel and
his associates altogether responsible

for their condition of health and great
wisdom? Or did the special favor of
God upon them also have something
to do with it?

In what way are Christians through-
out this age in a condition very sim-
ilar to that of Daniel and his three as-
sociates?

Why is self-denial an essential qual-~
ity for those who graduate from the
school of Christ?

REL@UEF

We should endeavor never to be ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ; nor should we ever be a shame to the Gospel.

55



All Human Plans are Failing
BUT GOD HAS A PLAN

J

“The Title, “The Divine Plan of
the Ages,’ suggests a progression
in the divine arrangement, fore-
known to our God and orderly. We
believe the teachings of divine
revelation can be seen to be both
beautiful and harmonious from
this standpoint and from no other.

“The period in which sin is per-

mitted has been a dark night to.

humanity, never to he forgotten;
but the glorious day of righteous-
ness and divine favor, to be ush-
ered in by Messiah, who, as the
Sun of righteousness, shall arise
and shine fully and clearly into
and upon all, bringing healing and

ing may endure for a night,

blessing, will more than counter-
balance the dreadful night of
weeping, sighing, pain, sickness.
and death, in which the groaning
creation has been so long. ‘“Weep-
but
joy cometh in the morning.—Psa.
30:5.

“As though by instinct, the whole
creation, while it groans and trav-
ails in pain, waits for, longs for
and hopes for the day, calling it
the Golden Age; yet men grope
blindly, because not aware of the
great Jehovah’s purposes, but
their highest conceptions of such
an age fall far short of what the
reality will be.”

The foregoing quotation is from the three hundred and fifty page

book, “THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES.”

This wonderful

key to the Bible is available in cloth binding at forty cents each;

in paper binding, only twenty-five cents.

THE DAWN

East Rutherford

NEW JERSEY
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“AND | WILL LOVE HIM’

“He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is

that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My

Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him.”
—Joun 14:21 -

HERE could be no greater incentive to Christian faithfulness.

than to be loved by the Heavenly Father, and by His Son

Jesus, and to have this love manifested in the various ways of
which They only are capable. We are blessed indeed, if in the
daily experiences of life we can recognize the hand of providence
manifesting the love of the Father and the Son, and, as the apostle

writes, shedding that love abroad in our hearts.—Romans 5:5.
It requires faith and knowledge of God’s purpose for us to
discern His loving hand in every experience which He permits. It

is important to remember that “whom the Lord loveth He chas-
teneth.” (Hebh. 12:6) Knowing this, and exercising implicit confi-

dence in His knowledge of what is for our best, the assurance of

faith enables us to realize that “Behind a frowning providence, He

hides a smiling face.”

But to enjoy the blessedness of fellowship with the Father and
with the Son, and to have the assurance of dwelling under the can-

opy of Their love, calls for our keeping the commandments by
which we are guided in the narrow way of doing the divine will.
Outstanding among these commandments is the one expressed di-

rectly by Jesus Himself, and referred to by Him as a “new com-

mandment”’—"“that ye love one another as I have loved you.” (John
57



THE DAWN

13:34) How appropriate, and how like our Heavenly Father, to
arrange that the reward for loving should be love!

. The new commandment that we should love one another, while
comprehending the sum total of Christian privileges and respon-
sibilities, needs to be analyzed in the light of the Scriptures, if we
are to understand all that it should mean to us. Jesus, at various
times, mentioned some of the details of the divine will, and through
His inspired apostles, enjoins upon His followers still further re-
quirements. While these commandments tc the new creation are
not stated in the same “thou shalt” and “thou shalt not” manner
of the law given to fleshly Israel, they are nevertheless equally
binding upon all who covenant to follow in Jesus’ footsteps.

A covenant THE Christian’s covenant is an agreement to sac-
8Y sacmiFicg Tifice—not the sacrifice of things, but of himself. In

the services of the typical tabernacle, animals were
offered in sacrifice, but through the Apostle Paul we are admon-
ished to present our “bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God,” which is our reasonable service.” (Rom. 12:1) After ex-
tending this invitation to sacrifice, the apostle bids us, through the
renewing of our minds, to “prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God.”—Romans 12: 2.

" In order that there be no misunderstanding concerning what
is involved in doing the will of God, Paul, in the succeeding verses
mentions many details, all of which we majy properly consider as
the commandments of Jesus, for Paul was an inspired mouthpiece
of the Master. Let us note some of them. We are “not to think
[of ourselves] more highly than we ought to think.” (Rom. 12:3)
After explaining that there are many members in the one body of
Christ, and that all members do not have the same office, yet never-
theless are members one of another, he admonishes to faithfulness
in the use of whatever privileges may be ours—“whether prophecy,
let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry,
let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; or
he that exhorteth on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth
mercey, with cheerfulness.”—Romans 12:4-8,

“Let love be without dissimulation,” Paul continues. Our obe-
diehce to Christ’s new commandment is to be sincere and whole-
h:arted. If it is, we will be diligent in doing the things just quoted.
and in giving heed to the further details of the perfect will of God
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“AND I WILL LOVE HIM”

which he continues to enumerate. We will “abhor that which is
evil,” and “cleave to that which is good.” Furthermore, we will
“be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor
preferring one another.” Realizing that we are to be faithful in our
stewardship, we will endeavor to be “not slothful in business; fer-
vent in spirit; serving the Lord.”—Romans 12:9-11.

REJOICING, PATiENT THOSE who obey Christ’s new command-
PRAYERFUL ment of love, and upon whom, in return, the
Father and the Son bestow their love, will
find themselves “rejoicing in hope.” They will have strength to be:
“patient in tribulation,” delighting in fellowship with the Father
and the Son by “continuing instant in prayer.”—Romans 12:12.
True love for the brethren implies “distributing to the neces-
sity of saints,” and that we be “given to hospitality.” we are to:
“bless them which persecute” us. True love will cause us to “re-
joice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.”
Jesus said, “All ye are brethren,” and Paul admonishes that we are-
to “be of the same mind one toward another.” In serving the breth--
ren, we should “condescend to men of low estate.” Paul further
exhorts, “Be not wise in your own conceits. Recompense to no-
man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all
men.”—Romans 12:13-18.

“Dearly beloved,” Paul writes, “avenge not yourselves, but:
rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is Mine;
I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger,.
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt:
heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but over--
come evil with good.”—Romans 12:19-21.

Thus the apostle outlines for us step by step what it really
means to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. Our
auotations end with the closing of the twelfth chapter of Romans,
but the apostle continues throughout chapters thirteen, fourteen
and fifteen to mention furter details of God’s will, each item of
which, if our hearts are in tune with God, we will consider as a.
special command from Him. If we give diligence to obeying these
commands, it will mean genuine love in our hearts for the brethren,.
and a determination to lay down our lives on their behalf. In:
return for this love we will have divine love showered upon us-
with all that it means of peace and joy.
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S ENGOURAGI

NG LETTERS ¥

PILGRIM SERVICE BLESSED

Dear Brethren: Greetings in our dear
‘Redeemer’s name! I am writing you
on behslf of our class to express our
appreciation of the wonderful privilege
of having Brother MacAulay with us
-during this Memorial season. Instead
of being with us two days, he was here
‘three, and such wonderful days—long
to be remembered. We were all so
hungry for the food which he served,
-that ‘it was like a little convention, We
‘have truly been sitting together in
heavenly places. . I am sure he
has inspired us all with more zeal and
a greater determination to fight the
good fight .of faith, as we go forth on
-.another year of our Christian life. Ask-
ing an interest in your prayers, and
with much Christian love, yours in the
one hope, Yakima, Wash. Ecclesja.”

YEARNED FOR YEARS

“The Dawn: My subscription will be
out next month., I enjoy all that is in
‘The Dawn so very much and am mail-
ing you a dollar for another year. I
want you to know I have yearned for
years for this Bible enlightenment and
1 want you to know how God led me
to it. I came home from Sunday School
oune Sunday morning, walked right to
the radio, and tuned in on a Frank and
Ernest program. After listening, I took
my coat and-hat off and began think-
‘ing, and concluded that they have the
knowledge I have yearned for. Then
I wrote for The Dawn and for Studies
in the Scriptures. How marvelous they
.are. God works in wondrous ways. Re-
spectfully, H. C., Kans.”

BAPTISM EXPLAINED

“Dear Frank and Ernest: Please do
:send me a courtesy copy of The Dawn.
“Your discussion of today was certainly
the most complete understanding of
‘baptism [ have ever heard. I would
love to have a copy of it so I may
:study it further for it is of wvery
great interest to me. Thank you. C. W.
‘M., Ohio.”

FOUND THE TRUTH

“Dear Brethren: I do enjoy the ques-
tions and answers you send over the
~air every Sunday morning. My hus-
band has passed on, there to await his
turn to be resurrected, during the thou-
sand years. We both had been listening
for some time to your broadcasts, and
he was so glad he had found the real
truth at last. He had no fear of death,
he said. He was ready to go. What a
blessing when we understand how good
our Father and Savior are to us all.
Praise their blessed names forever-
more. I hope and pray that many more
will be blessed through the good work
you are doing. Yours in the true faith,
A. R:,, Wash.”

THANKFUL FOR MESSAGE

“Dear Frank and Ernest: I have just
finished reading some of your books
and want to tell you how thankful I
am to the dear Savior that you are
telling the people the truth of God's
plan of salvation—the great judgment
day and restoration of all things. How
sweet it is to know just what Jesus
did mean when He spoke to the poor
thief on the cross. He surely did speak
the real truth for He did make a way
for a restored paradise, or garden of
God. He bought this whole creation,
also the rulership of it. He bought it
with His life and blood. Bless His name
forevermore! From everlasting to ever-
lasting let everything that hath breath
praise the Lord for the truth of His
Word. May the dear Lord keep bless-
ing you and keep giving you more
knowledge and light. I am sending for
the literature listed. A sister in Jesus,
E. H,, Ark”

MUCH INTERESTED

“Dear Sirs: Much interested in your
broadcast. Please send me an intro-
ductory number of your magazine, The
Dawn. Have heard only one of your
broadcasts, but it seemed to be just as
the Lord leads me to understand His
Word. V. K. Ind.”
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ENCOURAGING LETTERS

USES OPPORTUNITIES

Dear Brethren: I received the pack-
ages of literature I sent for and wanl
to thank you and let you know what
use was made of some of them. Two
weeks ago a friend visited me and told
me what she was doing with some of
her time. She visits the hospitals and
reads and talks to the inmates, and I
had a thought come to my mind to ask
her if she would like some of this lit-
erature. She replied, ‘Yes’ So I gave
her thirty-five of the one-cent booklets
and three of the longer ones. It made
me very happy to do that. I have a
large correspondence, and I like to en-
close these treasures. I wish I were
able to do more than that but I am
thankful to be able to do even that
much. The Lord bless you and your
work for Him. Sincerely yours in His
name, I. M. M,, Tex.”

APPETITE WHETTED

“Dear Frank and Ernest: I sent 1o
you for a booklet of teachings on the
subject of ‘hell,’ and also ‘Christ Has
Returned.’ They have whetted my ap-
petite for more. I am not just idly ask-
ing for material, but study these book-
lets carefully. . . have been
brought up in an Evangelical church
and some of your teachings are rev-
olutionary to me. But I want God’s
truth above all, and mean to study to
find out. Your booklets are very clear
and concise. I like them. Thank you
so much for this kindness. Sincerely
yours, E. R, H, N. ¥.”

FOUND THE TRUTH

“Dear Frank and Ernest: For a year
or more I have been listening to your
broadcasts; and I am also getting The
Dawn. Both have been eye-openers to
me after many years of study. Thank
you, and God bless you in your work.
1 have wished and wondered if I could
not sometime have an opportunity for
a visit with someone in your class (and
mine,) in or near Pittsburgh. At last
I am happy for the great privilege of
going to your meeting in North Side
Pittsburgh, as announced over the air
this morning. . . I have many ques-
tions to be answered. I expect soon to
send for a supply of your booklets.
Most sincerely, A. Z., Pa.”
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TRUTH CONTINUES REFRESHING

“Dear Friends: . . Notwithstand~
ing studying the Bible during the past
twenty-seven years with the ‘Studies
in the Scriptures’ and numerous other
‘helps,” I find much contained in The
Dawn both instructive and helpful.
This magazine is so very handy to lend.
around to others after discussing with
them the fundamental truths on which.
a real sustaining faith is possible.
Yeurs very sincerely, W. H. C., Sask.,
Canada.”

BENEFIT FROM BROADCASTS

“Dear Friends: I want particularly
to extend most sincere wishes for a.
successful year, and to thank ‘Dawn’
for the courtesy copy received recently
and also for the extremely kind letter.
Please believe that I am very happy
to enclose check for yearly subscrip--
tion. Every Sunday 1 listen to your
broadcast and I am postively sure that
I derive great benefit from such an en-
lightening and comforting program.
‘Dawn’ has already proved a most wel-
come visitor, and its contents are sure-
to bring much consolation in the days:
to come. Your magazine has such a
beautiful name—'Dawn’l With thanks:
once more, please believe me. Grate-
fully yours, ¥, L. L., Mass.”

LOVE CONSTRAINS

“Gentlemen: I heard your discussion.
on the Bible last ‘evening and was.
thrilled and deeply impressed by the:
sane, comprehensible manner in which
you handled the subject. It was an in-
spiration. I felt as if I were heing lift-
ed upward, rather than beaten down-
ward, by the message you gave out. L
believe that I am an average, God-
fearing and respecting individual who:
has not strayed too far from the path
of righteousness. As such, I prefer to-
have my religion encourage rather than.
terrify me into keeping to that path.
My only regret is that I did not know-
of your broadcasts before. I am en-
closing money for a copy of The Dawn
magazine, and thank you again for-
your public service. Looking forward
to more of your broadcasts, I am, A..
T. B, Calif.”



SPEAKERS A

F. A. BRIGHT
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Jersey City, N. J. .o.ooovivinnnn June 4
Allentown, Pa, .....cocoiiviiiiiiin 18
S. C. DE GROOT
Jackson, Mich., ................ June 4
‘Cleveland, Ohio .............covvvnin 5
Erie, Pa. .. i 6
‘Chattancoga, Tenn. ................. 1¢
Mobile, Ala. ....ovvviiriiniiiinenes 19
Dallas, TeXas.....ovviveienaiienanens 21
Ft. Worth, Texas .......oevvuieienans 22
Phoenix, Ariz. ........ccocviiiiiiin.n 25
Yuma, Ariz. .....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 25
‘San Diego, Calif. ...........cooiuie 28
Los Angeles, Calif. ............ July 1-4
WM. HOLLISTER
Rutherford, N. J............ June 10,11

. P. KOLLIMAN
"Baltimore, Md. ......... eeenen June 18
Paterson, N. J. ...t - 25
Detroit, Mich., ................ July 2-4
R. A. KREBS
Jersey City, N. J. .............. June 4
Rutherford, N. J. ... ... ... 10,11
Paterson, N. J. ..o 18
Syracuse, N. Y. .........cvnn, ..o 21
Buffalo, N. Y. ..ot .. 22
‘Tonawanda, N. Y. .........ooiaan. 23
‘Toronto, Ont., ............ccovieen. 25
Orillia, Ont.. ..o 27
London, Ont. .........c.....cciat. 29
‘Blenheim, Ont. ............cvviv.e 30
Windsor, Ont. ........civiviiiieann. 3
Detroit, Mich., ................ July 2-4
J. Y. MAC AULAY
‘Ogden, Utah .................. June 2
‘Denver, Calo. ...................... 4-6
Omaha, Neb. .............ccciiii... 3
Council Bluffs, Jowa ................ 9
‘Barnes City, Towa ................ 11,12
“Clinton, Towa ..........ccvevene.. 14,15
*Canton, Il ...................... 17,18
Quiney, NI, ... i 20
‘Mattoon, IIl. ......ccooiiiiiiiiiia, 22
Urbana, IIl. .......... ... ..o, 23
*Chicago, IIL. ... iiiiits 25, 28
Gary, Il ..o i 29
Detroit, Mich. ................. July 2-4

PPOINTMENTS

W. § MARSHALL.

R

Dexter, Me. ....o.ovvvvvvvnnn. June 4,18
Guilford, Me. .........cocovveiviinn. 11
Ellsworth, Me. ........covvvivvvennn. 25
M. C. MITCHELL
Philadelphia, Pa. ............... June 13
EDWIN PROCTER
Detroit, Mich, ...... PP June 1,2,16
Jackson, Mich. .................... 4,20
Ypsilanti, Mich. ................... 6,7
Saginaw, Mich, ............c.o0ut. 9-11
Flint, Mich. ....................... 13, 14
Windsor, Ont. ............covevuen. 17,18
Kingsville, Ont. (Evening) . ... 18
Grand Rapids, Mich, ........ . 22,25

Wellston, Mich, .................. 2324
21

Kalamazoo, Mich. ...................
Elkhart, Ind, .............cooivennn. 29
Detroit, Mich. ................ July 2-4
F. W. RICE
New Haven, Conn. ........... June 25
Detroit, Mich, ................ July 2-4
T. G. SMITH
Belgrade, Me. ................ June 4
Belfast, Me. .........ovviviiiinnnnnn. 11
Wilton, Me., .........ocviiiiinrann, 18
Augusta, Me, ........ ... 25
M. A, STAMULAS
Waterbury, Conn. .............. June 11
W. N. WOODWORTH
Jersey City, N. J. .............. June 4
Rutherford, N. J. ................ 10,11
Lebanon, Pa. .........cooiiviii, 18
St. Louis, Mo, ....coviviiviniinnenn. 28
Los Angeles, Calif, .......... July 2-4
G. M. WILSON
Rutherford, N. J. .......... June 10,11
Piqua, Ohio ..........ccoiiiiviinn, 18
Detroit, Mich. ................. July 2-4
H. L. YOUNG
Reading, Pa. ........coovvint. June 4
Pottstown, Pa, ...................... 23

C. W. ZAHNOW
Seattle, Wash. territory
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CONYEKTIONS

The conventions listed below are not
sponsored by The Dawn Publishers, but
we are happy to make these courtesy
announcements in the interests of Bible
study and Christian fellowship. All the
gatherings are sponsored and the pro-
grams arranged by local groups of
Bible Students where they are held.
Where local secretaries are not listed.
we will be glad to furnish whatever
additional information we may have at
hand.

JACKSON, MICH., Juune 4—0dd Fel-
lows Hall, 111 Cooper Street.

JERSEY CITY, N. J. June 4—In
the Lawyers Building, Bergen Square.

RUTHERFORD, N. J., June 10,11—To
be held in the Masonic Temple, 169
Park Ave. This address is convenient
to railway station and bus lines. The
convention proper begins at 1:30 Sat-
urday afternoon, June 10. Friends
are invited to arrive Saturday morning
if possible to visit The Dawn office
and home. The Dawn office and
printing plant will be open and operat-
ing Saturday morning. It will be
appreciated if those expecting to re-
main over Saturday night, or Sunday
night, or both, and desire rooms, will
notify the class secretary, Miss Elva
De Groot, 145 West Passaic Avenue,

TOPEKA, KANS. June 10,11--For
details, write the secretary, Mrs. E. H.
Randall, 739 Kellam Avenue.

SAGINAW, MICH., June 1l1—In the
Woman’s Club, 311 N. Jefferson Street.

WATERBURY, CONN, June 11-—At
11 East Main Street.

LEBANON, PA, June 18—P.
of A. Hall, Cumberiand Street.

PIQUA, OHIQ, June 18—Y. W. C. A,
418 N, Wayne Avenue. Immersion ser-
vice can be arranged if candidates will
advise Mr. E. C. Hewatt, Box 119,
Piqua, Obio.

REXFORD, N. Y., June 18—Home of

C. Plath. Take the Saratoga bus at
Schenectady and get off at Blue Barns.

0. S.

63

TACOMA, WASH., June 18—To be
held in I. O. O. F. Hall, 508 6th Avenue.

ITHACA, N. Y., June 25—-205 East
Falls Street.

LAKE MILLS, WIS, June 25—At
Tyranena Park. For accommodations,
Write the secretary, Mrs. O. R. Moyle,
Johnson Creek, Wis.

SHAMOKIN, PA., June
Men’s Hall, Market Street.

NEW HAVEN, CONN.,, July 9—To be
held in the Fraternal Building, 19 Elm
Street. Further details in July Dawn.

25—Red

JULY FOURTH CONVENTIONS

LOS ANGELES, CALIF, July 1-4—
Unitarian Community Centre, 2936 W.
8th Street. For details concerning pro-
gram, rooms, etc., write to the secre~
tary, A. W. Abrahamsen, 2816 W. 83rd
Street, Inglewood, Calif.

DETROIT, MICH., July 2-4—For de-
tails as to program and rooms, address
the secretary, Mr. Louis Zbik, 8032
Dobel Street.

MIDWEST GENERAL CONVENTION

CHAUTAUQUA, OHIO, August 3-9—
Please make reservations early. Kindly
forward deposits for rooms to Rental
Bureau, Miami Valley Chautauqua,
Chautauqua, Ohio.

LABOR DAY CONVENTIONS

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Details later.
SAGINAW, MICH.,—Details later.
SEATTLE, WASH.—Details later.

BROOKLYN ECCLESIA ADDRESS

During the months of May and June
the Brooklyn Ecclesia of Associated
Bible Students will meet Sunday after-
noons and evenings in the Apollo Hall,
corner of Greene and Carlton Avenues.
Convenient to 8th Avenue and I R. T.
Subways.



ANSERS

To Test Your Knowledge
Questions

(See page 46)

1—Nebhuchadnezzar.
4:28-34.

2—O0One thousand were slain with
the jawbone of an ass. See Judges
15:15. -

3—(A) Jonah. (B) The city of
Nineveh. See Jonah, chapters 1,
2, and 3-—a most interesting his-
torical record.

4-—“For dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return.” (Gen. 3:
19) God’s sentence upon Adam
makes no mention of eternal tor-
ment in a fiery hell.

See Daniel

5—The church, which is His ..

hody.” The Scriptures say . con-
cerning the members of this true
_church, that they have their names
“written in heaven.”  See Ephe-
sians 1:22, 23; and Hebrews 12:23.
6—The Prophet Amos. It was
the answer made by the prophet
to Amaziah, the priest of Bethel.
Amaziah tried to persuade Amos
not to prophesy further against
Israel. See Amos 7: 10-15.
T7—(A) Revelation 1:18 states
concerning Christ, “I am He that
liveth and was dead; and, behold,
I am alive for evermore, Amen,
and have the keys of hell and of
death.” (B) This is symbolic lan-
guage. Christ holds the keys he-
cause He has the authority and
the ability to unlock the prison

%

house of death—the power of the
resurrection. ‘

8—(B) is correct: “Men and
brethren, let me freely speak unto
you of the patriarch David, that
he is both dead and buried, and
his sepulchre is with us unto this
day. . . For David is not ascended
into the heavens.” (Note—David
lived before Christ. He will live
again on the earth.) Acts 2: 29, 34

9—“And Joshua saved Rahab
.. . alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had, . . . be-
cause she hid the messengers,
which Joshua sent to spy out Jer-

icho.”—Joshua 6:25.

Prove All Things
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10~—Draniel. See Daniel 6:5. A
splendid testimony by his enemies.

11—That we should have noth-
ing to do with spiritism. See the
instructions of Isaiah 8:19, 20.

12—I Corinthians 15:20-26. This
statement by the Apostle Paul is
the foundation for our faith that
Christ died for all (verses 21, 22);
that our prayers will be answered
and the Kingdom established; and
the Lord’s will done in earth as in
heaven. (Verse 24) “For He must
reign till He hath put all enemies
under His feet. The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death.”
(Verses 25,26) What a wonderful
day to look forward to!

&



Volume 1:

BIBLE STUDY HELPS

Studies in the Scriptures

SR

Y, Recommended to Students as Ventable
— }i Bible Keys——Over Three Thousand Pages

DE LUXE SET, $5—BLUE CLOTH, $3

POSTPAID

The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth, 40 cents; 10 or more,

30 cents: paper bound, 25 cents; 10 or more, 18 cents.

Volume 2:
Volume 3:
Volume 4:
Volume 5:
Volume 6:

The Time is at Hand—Blue cloth, 40 cents —in sets only
Thy Kingdem Come—Blue cloth, 40 cents

The Battle of Armagedd.on—Blue cloth, 65 cents

The Atonement Between God and Man—Blue cloth, 65 cents
The New Creation—Blue cloth, 65 ccnts *

e S
L

5-CENT BOOKLETS .
As Angels of nght——Dlscusses the
subject of Spiritualism.

Christ Mas Returned—-Ratxonahzes a
much misunderstood subject.

God and Reason-—Supplants creduhty

with faith,

God’s Plan—Reveals: pro-ressive na--

*ture of God’s purpose.
Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives defi-
nite assurance of future life.
The Truth About Hell—Examines en-
tire testimony of the Bible on this
vital subject,

Berean Questions—On The Divine
Plan of the Ages: Paper bound, 10 cents,

Daily Heavenly Manna—With birth-
day record: Cloth, 50 ceats; de luxe; $1.

Tabernacle Shadows—25 cents each;
lots of 10 or more, 18 cents each.

Evolutionists  at the Crossroads—
25 cents each; 7 copies, $1.

) I-CENT BOOKLETS
" Divine. lnterventlon Near—Reassumng

" God’s “New  Order—Discusses ng-
dom hope. .

-God’s Remedy—The only solution.
God’s Restitution Project—Will work,
Good NeWs——Refreshing.

The Father, The Son, The Holy Spirit

The Jew and the War—A message of
hope.

The Judgment Day—Removes gloom.
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Zionism in Prophecy—A pre-war
treatise; 10 cents in any quantity.

Envelopes—For mailing sample copies
of The Dawn: 25 for 25 cents.

“To Us the Scriptures Clearly Teach”
—As on reverse of cover, $1 a hundred.

Free Literature—Tracts, Kingdom: Cards, Consolauon Cards. etc., in any quan-
tity desired. Write for mformauon, or place an order.
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That the Church is “the Temple of the Living God”
' —peculiarly “His workmanship”; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age
—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer
arid the chief corner stone of this Temple, through
Wh1ch when finished, God’s blessings shall come
“to all people,” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor.-
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polish-
ing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement
for sin, progresses; and when the last of these “liv-
ing stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been
made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple
shall be filled with His glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millen-
nium.—Rev. 15:5-8.

That the basis of Hope for the Church and the
World lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the
grace of God, tasted death for every man,” “a ran-
som for all,” and will be “the true light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the world,” “in due
time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

é
§
That the hope of the Church 1s that she may be §
é
é
@

like her Lord, “see Him as He is,” he a partaker of
the divine nature” and share His glory as His joint-
heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service;
to develop in herself every grace; to be God’s wit-
ness to the world; and to prepare to be the kings and
priests of the:next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev
1:6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be'brought to all
by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of
all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obe-
dient, at the hands of their Redeemer and His glo-
rified Church—when all the wilfully wicked Wlll be:
@ destroved.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 33.
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