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Highlights of DAWN

Israel's "Moment of Truth" ?

"Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his peopl e
Israel, according to all that he promised : there hath not faile d
one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the
hand of Moses his servant ."—I Kings 8 :56-6 1

TO THOSE who are attentive to God's prophetic Word, th e
remarkable events occurring daily throughout this troubled
world provide clues as to where we are on the stream of time .
From what is recorded in the Scriptures these watcher s
discern the beginnings of those world-wide difficulties whic h
Jesus told his disciples would be the sign of his presence an d
of the end of the age . And while they take no pleasure i n
contemplating the mounting, unmanageable difficulties
which mark the death struggle of this present evil world ,
Satan's empire, they do rejoice in the evidence of mankind' s
approaching escape from bondage to sin and death . They ar e
mindful of Jesus' words to his disciples on the Mount of
Olives, "When ye see these things come to pass, know y e
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand ."—Luke 21 :3 1

But the particular area of the world on which Bible student s
are today focusing their closest attention is the Mid-east, an d
especially on that little nation of Israel ; for it is concerning
this tiny portion of the globe that the Bible makes som e
remarkable prophecies relating to the time in which we ar e
now living, and to the ultimate destiny of that little nation ;
and, indeed, the destiny of the whole of mankind . The
baffled leaders of the world are also turning anxious eyes o n
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that area, fearing that another outbreak of hostilitie s
between Israel and her Arab neighbors might escalate into a
confrontation between the two great nuclear powers, an d
possibly lead to the destruction of civilization .

At the moment of this writing, the bitter enmity that has
developed in the present century between the Arab nation s
and Israel has been heightened by the explosion of a bomb i n
the Israeli portion of Jerusalem by a Palestinian terroris t
group, causing the death of 13 people, while another 72 were
wounded, with the resulting debris scattered over a wide
area . This cruel incident was timed, no doubt, to make more
difficult, if not entirely to destroy, the efforts presently unde r
way to induce Israel and Egypt to agree to further short step s
toward an attempted solution to their thorny problem .

Who Will Yield?

Both parties to the dispute have adopted rather arbitrar y
positions from which it will be difficult for either to retreat .
Egypt appears ready to agree to demilitarize any groun d
relinquished by Israel, but will not go so far as to openl y
guarantee she will not attack Israel if in her view she ha s
sufficient provocation. Israel indicates a willingness to with -
draw only from the western approaches to two strategi c
passes in the Sinai which were won at great cost in the las t
war, and is seeking additionally to obtain firm assurance s
from the United States of continued military and economi c
aid . In the resultant precarious stalemate, the United State s
is bringing great pressure on Israel to make whatever con -
cessions are required to avoid a renewal of armed conflict ,
even to the point of permitting Israel to worry about th e
possibility of losing her sole remaining champion, the Unite d
States .

Thus, little Israel is left to wrestle with a most difficul t
decision . Shall she yield to the pressure, and withdraw fro m
the hard-won ground that seems to provide a measure of
defense to her homeland in the event of attack in order t o
retain the support of her one remaining ally, the United
HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN
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States ; or, shall she stand her ground, and find herself alone
to face the hate and military might of her many enemies?
Considering the sorry plight in which she thus finds herself ,
one highly-placed Israeli official summed up the problem
quite concisely . "This," he stated, "is our moment o f
truth ." One way or the other, Israel must make a difficul t
choice .

The present impasse in the Mid-east could, indeed, be th e
moment of truth, not only for little Israel, but for the whole
world . For Bible prophecy reveals that when Israel is finall y
surrounded by her enemies, bereft of all her visible allies ,
and standing alone, events leading to the establishment o f
the long-awaited kingdom of heaven will be set in motion . I n
the final carnage that will immediately precede the establish -
ment of Christ's kingdom on earth, Israel will at long las t
learn the lesson that for long centuries has eluded her of th e
futility of leaning on the arm of flesh, and that in Jehova h
God alone is her strength and salvation—not in guns an d
rockets and warplanes and earthly allies .

God's Promises to Israe l

And Israel will finally find peace . For in spite of her seem-
ing abandonment by Jehovah God over the centuries, th e
Lord had made some wonderful promises to his people Israel ;
and there will not fail "one word of all his good promise . "
Some of these promises were conditional, with the related
blessings dependent on obedience to the conditions . In man y
of these cases the people fell short and therefore failed t o
reap the benefits promised . Other promises were uncondi-
tional, and the indicated blessings will surely be poured out .

Prior to entering Canaan the Lord had appeared t o
Abraham and made a wonderful promise to him . "Now th e
Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, an d
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a lan d
that I will show thee ; and I will make of thee a great nation ,
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great ; and tho u
shalt be a blessing : and I will bless them that bless thee, an d
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curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families o f
the earth be blessed ." (Gen . 12:1-3) This was a conditiona l
promise to Abraham, and he met the conditions—he obeye d
the Lord's instructions to leave the land of his fathers, an d
entered Canaan with his little family .

After Abraham had dwelt for some time in Canaan an d
became rich in cattle and goods, the Lord elaborated on hi s
original promise to Abraham . "And the Lord said unto
Abram, . . . Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward ,
and westward ; for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I
give it, and to thy seed for ever . And I will make thy seed as
the dust of the earth ; so that if a man can number the dust o f
the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered . Arise, walk
through the land in the length and in the breadth of it ; for I
will give it unto thee ."—Gen . 13:14-1 7

Abraham's Mighty Faith

Somewhat later the Lord enlarged still further on hi s
promise to Abraham, to whom by this time the Lord ha d
given his miracle son Isaac, through the formerly barre n
Sarah . The Lord had severely tested Abraham's faith i n
asking him to offer this dearly beloved son as a burnt offer-
ing . As a result of his obedience and faith in this trial, we
read that "the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out o f
heaven the second time, and said, By myself have I sworn ,
saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, an d
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son : that in blessing I
will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed a s
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the se a
shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ;
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ;
because thou hast obeyed my voice ."—Gen. 22:15-1 8

The general substance of these promises to Abraham wa s
repeated to the son of his faith, Isaac . "And the Lor d
appeared unto him [Isaac], and said, . . . Sojourn in this land ,
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and I will be with thee, and will bless thee ; for unto thee, an d
unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will per -
form the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father ; and I
will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and wil l
give unto thy seed all these countries ; and in thy seed shal l
all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because that Abraha m
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments ,
my statutes, and my laws ."—Gen . 26:2-5

In these oath-bound statements the Lord made promise s
relating (1) to the multiplicity of Abraham's posterity, (2) t o
that seed through whom the whole world would be blessed ,
and (3) to the land . All will in due time have been fulfilled ,
for it is the Lord Jehovah himself who made these promises .
It is well to note how clear the Lord makes this point by
saying, I will do this, and I will do that .

All God's Promises Sure !

The promise concerning the great number of his seed was
fulfilled when the Israelites left Egypt . When they went
down into Egypt they were a mere seventy souls, but s o
greatly had they multiplied while sojourning in Egypt that
some three million Israelites left that land under Moses, wh o
commented on that remarkable fact . "The Lord your God
hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day as the stars
of heaven for multitude." (Deut . 1 :10) The Apostle Paul con-
firms the fulfillment of this promise in his letter to th e
Hebrews. Speaking of Abraham, Paul says, "Therefor e
sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so man y
as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which i s
by the sea shore innumerable ."—Heb . 11 :1 2

What a testimony is this to the faithfulness and power o f
God, that from one who was "as good as dead" he coul d
produce so great a nation! It is the Lord who had said, I wil l
do it .

And so with the seed that will bless all the families of th e
earth . The Apostle Paul said that seed was Christ . (Gal 3 :16 )
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And he came from Abraham's line, through Isaac, throug h
whom also came the nation of Israel ; not through Ishmael ,
who was the progenitor of the Arab races . "For in Isaac shal l
thy seed be called," the Lord had said to Abraham . (Gen .
21 :12 ; Rom . 9 :7) That seed of blessing is not yet complete ,
for Paul points out that the faithful overcoming church of th e
Gospel Age is to be a part of that seed . "If ye be Christ's ,
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise ." (Gal . 3 :29) So we see that that particular part o f
God's promise to Abraham is even now in process of fulfill-
ment, having begun with Christ ; and it will surely be brough t
to pass, for it is God who has promised that there shal l
indeed be such a seed to bring blessings to all the families o f
the earth .

And so also shall it be with God's promise to Abraha m
concerning the land that was to be given to his progeny for a n
everlasting possession, as we shall see a little later on .

Going back in time, we note that shortly after havin g
exercised his almighty power to lead them from bondage i n
Egypt Jehovah God made another marvelous promise to hi s
people Israel—a conditional promise . He called Mose s
before him and gave him a message to deliver to the people .
"Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians," the Lord said ,
"and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unt o
myself . Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, an d
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unt o
me above all people : for all the earth is mine: and ye shall b e
unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation . . . . And al l
the people answered together, and said, All that the Lor d
hath spoken we will do ."—Exod . 19 :1-8

Associated with the keeping of that covenant was anothe r
promise by Jehovah—the promise of life . But this also was
conditional . Again the Lord called Moses to him, and said ,
"Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I a m
the Lord your God . After the doings of the land of Egypt ,
wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do : and after the doings of th e
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land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do : neither
shall ye walk in their ordinances . Ye shall do my judgments ,
and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein . I am the Lord
your God. Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and m y
judgments : which if a man do, he shall live in them : I am the
Lord .—Lev . 18 :2-5

Israel's Scattering and Regathering

But the Jews failed to keep their covenant with the Lord ; as
a result they lost their high privilege of being God's peculiar
treasure and kingdom of priests ; and they lost life. Th e
privilege was taken from them as a nation and passed afte r
Pentecost to all those individuals, both of Jews and Gentiles ,
who accept Christ as their Savior and follow in his sacrificia l
steps. "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate," Jesu s
told the Jews .—Matt . 23 :38

The Apostle Peter, referring to this rejection of the Jewis h
nation, shows that the privilege was transferred to al l
believers of the Gospel Age, both Jew and Gentile : "Ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people ; that ye should show forth the praises o f
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelou s
light : which in time past were not a [special] people [as were
the Jews], but are now the people of God ." (I Pet . 2 :7-11 )
These become the promised seed which in due time will bles s
all the families of the earth .

Had the Jews been faithful to their covenant, they, as a
nation, would have been God's kingdom of priests, an hol y
nation . But when then failed, God still showed himself tru e
by rejecting them, according to his promise .

Also, because they did not keep their covenant with th e
Lord, the Israelites were scattered among all the peoples o f
the earth . This, too, was according to the word of the Lord ,
for they had been forewarned of this eventuality . After
recounting all the blessings that would come upon Israel i f
faithful, the Lord warned them of the curses they woul d
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suffer if unfaithful . "But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt no t
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to d o
all his commandments and his statutes which I comman d
thee this day ; that all these curses come upon thee, and
overtake thee ."—Deut . 28:1 5

"Thou Shalt Find No Ease "

Then follows a long list of the disasters that would befal l
the people . Among these, the Lord said, "Thou . . . shalt b e
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth ." "And the Lord
shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of th e
earth even unto the other ; and there thou shalt serve othe r
gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, . . . and
among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall th e
sole of thy foot have rest ; but the Lord shall give thee there a
trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind ; and
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee ; and thou shalt fea r
day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life . "
—Deut . 28:25, 64-6 7

Just how precisely this prophecy was fulfilled is obvious t o
all, but especially to the suffering Jews upon whom these
foretold troubles fell . The people were indeed scattered int o
every land, wherein they underwent long centuries of perse-
cution . But, once more, we see the Lord's faithfulness even
in this, the meting out of the forewarned punishment upo n
his own chosen people .

God's Unfailing Love for Israe l

Although the Lord found it necessary to chasten his peopl e
Israel for their disobedience, yet he never ceased to lov e
them, and he promised that at the close of their period o f
punishment he would regather them to their own land . To th e
Prophet Jeremiah the Lord said, "Thus speaketh the Lor d
God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have
spoken unto thee in a book . For, lo, the days come, saith th e
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israe l
and Judah, saith the Lord ; I will cause them to return to th e
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land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it . "
—Jer. 30:2, 3

Even while they were disobedient, the Lord still spoke of
himself as "the Lord God of Israel," so great was his love fo r
them . And lest they should ever lose sight of his promise to
return them to the land, he instructed Jeremiah to write thi s
promise down in a book, that their hearts might be warmed
in adversity by that comforting hope !

Speaking to the Prophet Ezekiel of Israel's unfaithfulness ,
the Lord said, therefore "I scattered them among th e
heathen, and they were dispersed through the countries : . . .
But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israe l
had profaned among the heathen, whither they went . . . . And
. . . I will take you from among the heathen, and gather yo u
out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land . "
(Ezek . 36 :17-24) Earlier, the Lord had shown that he woul d
bring them forth under difficult circumstances from the land s
wherein they were scattered . "As I live, saith the Lord God ,
surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and
with fury poured out, will I rule over you : and I will bring yo u
out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out . And I will bring
you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead
with you face to face ."—Ezek. 20:33-35

Here, again, the Lord makes it clear that it would be he ,
and he alone, who would be responsible for the return of th e
Jews to their land . Indeed, without his having intervene d
with his "mighty hand, and [his] stretched out arm" and hi s
"fury poured out" it would never have been accomplished !
(Ezek . 20:33-35) And how closely in accord with the actua l
circumstances is this description of their return! But this ha s
been no surprise to those students of God's Word who have
been privileged witnesses of this remarkable event : for it i s
the Lord who promised it ; it is the Lord who described it i n
detail, and it is the Lord who accomplished it .
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So now we find that, some 1,900 years after having bee n
driven from the land and scattered over the earth, the Jew s
are once more in partial possession of it . But it is all throug h
the Lord's overruling in the affairs of that people, first, i n
having arranged that the land again be thrown open to th e
Jews, and second, in having brought about those special cir -
cumstances which virtually forced them to seek it out as a
refuge from persecution .

Notice how the Lord shows that he was directly involved i n
this remarkable event . "Behold, the days come, saith th e
Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth, tha t
brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ;
but, The Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israe l
from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither h e
had driven them : and I will bring them again into their lan d
that I gave unto their fathers . Behold, I will send for many
fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall fish them ; and afte r
will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them fro m
every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of
the rocks. For mine eyes are upon all their ways : they are not
hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from min e
eyes ." (Jer . 16 :14-17) Thus, we see that it was the Lord Go d
himself who was watching over them and who arranged fo r
their return to the land .

True, they now occupy the land precariously ; but when
Christ's kingdom is established, and the resurrected Ancien t
Worthies are exercising the authority of that kingdom in th e
earth, then will the Jews truly "dwell safely" in the land ,
just as all the remainder of resurrrected mankind will the n
similarly enjoy the peaceful conditions of the kingdom that
shall then reign throughout the whole earth . For, be it noted
again, it is Jehovah God himself who has made the promise .

Yes, the Lord God Almighty has made many wonderfu l
promises to his people Israel, and, as we have seen, of al l
those whose time for fulfillment has ripened there has no t
failed one word of all his good promises .
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And Even Greater Promises!

But the Lord has made other, and even more outstandin g
promises to Israel whose fulfillment, though still future ,
would appear to follow rather closely upon their regathering
to the land, and for whose accomplishment he himself, a s
always, has undertaken full and sole responsibility .

Foreknowing that there would be enemies who would see k
to destroy Israel after their return to the land, the Lor d
directed the Prophet Ezekiel to record his promise to destro y
the attacker and preserve their land . Speaking for the Lord ,
Ezekiel wrote concerning Israel's enemies, "Thou shalt com e
up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land ; i t
shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against m y
land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sancti -
fied in thee, 0 Gog, before their eyes . . . . And it shall come
to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against th e
land of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my fury shall come u p
in my face ." Then follows a vivid description of the utter an d
devastating defeat that Jehovah shall inflict upon the power -
ful attackers, closing with the statement by the Lord, "So wil l
I make my holy name known in the midst of my peopl e
Israel ; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more ;
and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, the Holy On e
in Israel ."—Ezek . 38:15-23 ; 39 :1-7

This same incident is recorded, by the Lord's direction, i n
the 30th chapter of Jeremiah ; and again, it is placed chrono -
logically as following upon the return of the Jews to thei r
land . Then the Lord describes the fear which grips the heart s
of the people as they find themselves surrounded b y
implacable enemies . "And these are the words that the Lord
spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah . For thus sait h
the Lord : We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, an d
not of peace . Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travai l
with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands o n
his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned int o
paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it : i t
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is even the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he [Israel] shall be
saved out of it . "

Notice, again, that Israel does not save herself ; it is
Jehovah who saves her . "For I am with thee, saith the Lord ,
to save thee; though I make a full end of all nations whither I
have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee ; bu t
I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee alto-
gether unpunished ."—Jer. 30:1-1 1

The Lord Saves Israe l

Through the Prophet Zechariah the Lord spoke again o f
that fateful time in the history of the people of Israel .
"Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall b e
divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nation s
against Jerusalem to battle ; and the city shall be taken, an d
the houses rifled, and the women ravished ; and half of th e
city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the peopl e
shall not be cut off from the city . Then [just as the day seem s
hopelessly lost] shall the Lord go forth, and fight agains t
those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle ." (Zech .
14:1-3) The clay of battle here mentioned by the prophet is a
reference to the many times in bygone days when Jehova h
took the side of his people and destroyed their enemies .

In each of these prophetic descriptions of the attack that
shall come upon Israel in the last days of her troubles, the
Lord clearly shows that he, and he alone, will save them . He
will need no help from Israel . Indeed, the national govern-
ment now operating in that country has no validity in the eye s
of the Lord ; it is just another earthly arrangement, and alon g
with all the other governments of earth it will pass away i n
the final phase of the great time of trouble .

In the upcoming battle with the forces of evil the Lord wil l
not need Israel's guns or warplanes . He who destroyed th e
hosts of the Egyptians in the Red Sea ; who caused the wall s
of Jericho to fall before the Israelites ; who delivered th e
hosts of the Midianites and the Amalekites into the hands of
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Gideon, will need no fleshly assistance . Nor will Jehovah
require the assistance of the armed might of the United
States, Israel's present powerful ally . In point of fact, the
Scriptures show that at this fateful time in her history Israe l
will be standing entirely alone, for the prophet says, "There
is none to plead thy cause, . . . all thy lovers have forgotten
thee; they seek thee not ." (Jer . 30:13,14) He who created
and directs the course and controls the bounds of th e
universe needs no human help to accomplish his wise an d
beneficent purposes . Jesus said that he could have called fo r
twelve legions of angels to deliver him from his captors . How
many legions of angels does the Heavenly Father command !

"I Will Be Your God"

The Lord also promised his people Israel that after h e
delivers them from this final attack by their enemies he wil l
make them to dwell safely in their land ; he will make wit h
them a new covenant, under a better Mediator, whereunde r
they may truly gain everlasting life ; and he will be their God ,
and they will be his people . "So will I make my holy name
known in the midst of my people Israel ;" said the Lord ; "and
I will not let them pollute my holy name any more ; and the
heathen shall know that I am the Lord, the Holy One i n
Israel . . . . And I will set my glory among the heathen, and al l
the heathen shall see my judgment that I have executed, an d
my hand that I have laid upon them . . . . Neither will I hide
my face any more from . . . [Israel] ; for I have poured out m y
spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God ."—Ezek .
28 :25, 26 ; Jer . 31 :31 ; Deut . 18 :15,18 ; Jer . 30 :22; Ezek . 39:7 ,
21,29

Truly, the Lord has wonderfully brought to lovin g
consummation all those promises he made to his people
Israel which up to this hour were due to be fulfilled . Not one
has failed! Surely, this fact should have encouraged them t o
look in fullness of faith to the Lord for the fulfillment of thos e
other and even grander promises which relate to the presen t
and the future! One is forced to conclude, however, by what
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can be seen, that the governors and the governed of present -
day Israel either are unaware of these glorious promises, o r
they lack faith in God's power or willingness to bring them t o
pass . For they are placing their hope for peace, prosperity ,
and life, not in Jehovah God, but in their own armed might ,
and in that of their present ally, the United States .

But even this final lack of faith will be overlooked and for -
given by their merciful and loving Jehovah God, after he ha s
delivered them from their enemies, when "the house o f
Israel shall know that I am the Lord their God from that da y
and forward ." (Ezek. 39:22) For it is the great and lovin g
God of the whole universe who has made these glorious
promises to his people Israel . And it is the same Lord Go d
who will do it! Then, at long last, his people will say,
"Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people
Israel, according to all that he promised : there hath not failed
one word of all his good promise, which he promised by th e
hand of Moses his servant ."—1 Kings 8 :56-61

	

q

FOR YOUR. NEWSPAPER

To the left is a suggestion for a small
advertisement in your local news-
paper . This outline is designed for tw o
inches in one column .

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL : O n
Sunday, September 21, "Frank an d
Ernest" will discuss a topic of inter-
est to many . Attractive circulars wil l
be available for announcing thi s
program, and you are invited t o
send for as many as you can use .
They are free . Address your reques t
to : The Dawn, East Rutherford, Ne w
Jersey 0707 3

"DOES MAN HAVE
A SOUL?"

To be discussed by

'FRANK and ERNEST'
WSHF—1290—1 :30p .m .

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 1

Tune in this discussion, an d

send for a free copy of "Hope
Beyond the Grave." Send to :

"FRANK and ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept . N . General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y . 1000 1
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 7

The Image of God

MEMORY SELECTION : "The Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breat h
of life ; and man became a living soul . " —Geneses 2 : 7

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Genesis 1 :26,27; 2:7,18-25

ADAM, of course, was not
created in the physical image of
God, who is a great spirit being ,
but rather he was given mental
and moral qualities that were
godlike, and suited to the per-
fect body of flesh that was his .

It was evidently God's pur-
pose to create a perfect habitat
for perfect man, who was the
highest form of animal life .

In Genesis 1 :26 we read ,
"And God said, Let us make
man in our image, after our
likeness : and let them have
dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air ,
and over the cattle, and over al l
the earth, and over every creep-
ing thing that creepeth upon the
earth ." And in verse 28 he con-
tinues, "And God blessed them ,
and God said unto them, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and re -

plenish (fill, R .S .V.) the earth ,
and subdue it ."

God placed the man and the
woman that he had formed in
the specially prepared place o f
the earth called the Garden of
Eden. The evident plan was that
Adam and Eve would propa-
gate a perfect race of peopl e
who were capable of living for -
ever, and as the population
grew, the borders of the Garde n
would expand until ultimately
the whole earth would be fille d
and subdued .

But it is God's requiremen t
that all of his creation must
conform to set rules and laws,
and man was not excepted . He
was required to be obedient in
order to maintain his perfection
and life . In Genesis 2 :17 we
read, "For in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely
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die ." We are aware of the story ,
that Adam and Eve did eat o f
the fruit, and as a result they
were no longer in the image an d
likeness of God . Moreover, the
privilege of life was take n
from them, the dying proces s
began to work in our first
parents, and the sentence of
death and imperfection wa s
passed on to all their progeny .
"Wherefore, as by one man si n
entered into the world, and
death by sin ; and so deat h
passed upon all men, for that al l
have sinned ."—Rom. 5 :1 2

God in his foreknowledge
knew the results of that trial i n
the Garden of Eden . The
Apostle Paul, in Hebrews 2 :6-9 ,
14, states the matter so very
concisely and completely .

The Revelator states tha t
Jesus was the Lamb slain fro m
the foundation of the world . In
other words, it was not God' s
design that man should be for -
ever cast off, but in due time he
sent his Son to take Adam' s
place in death that the sentenc e
of death might be lifted fro m
Adam and his progeny .—I Cor .
15 :22 ; Rom . 5 :6 ; I Tim. 2 : 6

But the glory of the perfectio n
of Adam while in the Garden o f
Eden will not be restored to
mankind simply by lifting adam-
ic condemnation from them . So
God has provided that there wil l
be a time of restoration, a time

when all of Adam's offspring
will be brought back from th e
grave and once again be give n
an opportunity to be obedient to
God's laws . This is called by th e
Apostle Peter "times of restitu-
tion of all things ."—Acts 3 :19 -
26 ; 4 :1, 2

There will be two major dif-
ferences between the first an d
the second opportunities for
man to be obedient . During th e
times of restitution (Christ ' s
kingdom) mankind will have ha d
the benefit of experience . The y
will know what the results of
disobedience are, and they wil l
for the first time experience th e
blessings of obedience . With
these two alternatives fresh i n
mind they will for the first tim e
be able to make an intelligent
decision .

The second difference, o r
advantage, will be that Sata n
will be bound for the entir e
period of the thousand years of
Christ's kingdom, so that he ca n
deceive the people no more .
—Rev . 20 :1- 3

Those who are obedient an d
have God's law written in thei r
hearts will once again be in th e
image and likeness of God an d
will inherit the kingdom pre -
pared for them from the founda-
tion of the world .—Matt . 25 :3 4
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 1 4

A Free, Yet Accountable Creature

MEMORY SELECTION : "For, brethren, ye have been called
unto liberty : only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh ,
but by love serve one another ."—Galatians 5 :1 3

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Genesis 3 :1-1 3

WHEN we read the account of
Adam's disobedience as record-
ed in our selected scripture, w e
must keep in mind that Ada m
was created perfect, in the
image and likeness of God . He
had the ability to discer n
between right and wrong . His
experience in the Garden of
Eden was only with righteous-
ness, and therefore he could no t
fully judge the consequences o f
his disobedience . The Apostl e
Paul, in I Timothy 2 :14, tells us ,
"And Adam was not deceived ,
but the woman being deceived
was in the transgression ." Since
Adam was not deceived and
disobeyed deliberately, we ca n
understand the justice of God' s
sentence, "In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till
thou return unto the ground; for
out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dus t
shalt thou return ."—Gen. 3 :19

From the standpoint of stric t
obedience and the ability to
obey, Adam was capable of

making the proper decision . But
this is not complete freedom o f
choice as desired by God .
Complete freedom of choice
involves the full knowledge an d
full appreciation of the conse-
quences of both courses of
action .

It has been God's arrange-
ment that for some 6,000 years
he has withdrawn his favor fro m
Adam's offspring, allowing the m
to experience in full measure
the consequences of disobedi-
ence . When this cup of experi-
ence with suffering and death i s
finally drained and Christ' s
kingdom is established, Sata n
will be bound and his evil influ-
ence will be eliminated . Then
will come mankind's first expe-
rience with only good, which
will be the reward of obedience .

For the first time man, having
an experience with both good
and evil, will be in a position to
exercise true freedom of choice
and therefore be fully account -
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able .—Rev . 20:1-3 ; Isa . 26:9 ;
Jer . 31 :29, 30 ; Acts 3 :23 ; Matt .
25 :31-4 6

The church of the Gospel Age
precedes the world of mankin d
in accountability . Our memory
verse states, "Ye have bee n
called unto liberty ." True lib-
erty, as we have said, can b e
exercised only when knowledge
and appreciation are complete .
And so the Heavenly Fathe r
deals with those who have bee n
called to the heavenly calling in
a very special way .

God has designed that those
called to the high calling be
covered by the robe of Christ ' s
righteousness ; that is, have th e
merit of the ransom applied o n
their behalf now . (I John 1 :7 ;
Rom . 5 :9 ; Heb . 9 :14) Associate d
with this application of the bloo d
of Christ is the begetting of th e
Holy Spirit . The Holy Spirit ha s
a very wonderful enlightenin g
effect upon the minds of th e
Lord's people .

The Apostle Paul, in I Corin-
thians 2 :4,5,7,10,12, states ,
"And my speech and my
preaching was not with enticing
words of man ' s wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and
of power : that your faith shoul d
not stand in the wisdom of men ,
but in the power of God . . . . But
we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wis-
dom, which God ordained be-

fore the world unto our glory . . . .
But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit : for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea ,
the deep things of God . . . . Now
we have received, not the spirit
of the world, but the spirit which
is of God; that we might kno w
the things that are freely given
to us of God . "

It is through the operation of
the Holy Spirit upon the mind of
the true Christian that he is
enabled to know God and th e
righteousness and loving prin-
ciples that govern his relation -
ship with his creation . It is
through the Holy Spirit, also ,
that we are enabled to ap-
preciate the standard of righ-
teousness and faithfulness an d
of sacrifice given to us by Jesus .

It is through a knowledge an d
appreciation of these things that
the members of the church ,
during the Gospel Age, are
enabled to discern truly be-
tween good and evil, and there-
fore are accountable .

It is the knowledge of the lov e
and goodness and mercy an d
righteousness of God that moti-
vates the church to activity in
the service of God and his great
plan of salvation . And it is in
this activity that the church
receives the experiences neces-
sary to develop the fruits and
graces of the spirit and to writ e
God's law in their hearts . q
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 2 1

My Brother's Brother
MEMORY SELECTION : "If a man say, I love God, an d
hateth his brother, he is a liar : for he that loveth not hi s
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom h e
hath not seen?"—1 John 4 :20

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Genesis 4 :1-1 5

THE Apostle John, in I Joh n
3:12, tells us what motivated
Cain to slay his brother . "Not a s
Cain, who was of that wicked
one, and slew his brother . And
wherefore slew he him? Be -
cause his own works were evil ,
and his brother's righteous . "

What were these evil work s
referred to by the Apostle John ?
It appears from the context o f
Genesis the 4th chapter, espe-
cially verse 6, and in Hebrew s
11 :4 which states, "By fait h
Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice" that Go d
had instructed both Cain and
Abel as to how he was to be ap-
proached . It was Abel who wa s
obedient, and therefore hi s
offering was accepted . But Cai n
chose his own way to cone to
God and this, of course, was not
acceptable to the Lord . In vers e
6 we read, "And the Lord sai d
unto Cain, Why art thou wroth?

and why is thy countenance
fallen?" This statement by th e
Lord implies that Cain had n o
reason to be angry ; that he kne w
the requirements .

And so the first of the evi l
works of Cain was disobedience .
Verse 7 of Genesis 4 read s
(Young's Literal Translation) ,
"Is there not, if thou doest well ,
acceptance? And if thou does t
not well, at the opening a sin -
offering is crouching, and unt o
thee its desire, and thou rules t
over it . " The proper thought o f
acceptance is that of excellence ,
this having reference to the high
privilege and authority belong-
ing to the firstborn in patri-
archal times .

The thought of this portion o f
the text seems to be that eve n
after Cain's disobedience Go d
would have forgiven him if h e
had offered the sin-offerin g
which had been so generousl y
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provided . But Cain refused to
accept this offer and allowed hi s
anger and jealousy to consume
him, and he slew his brother
Abel .

The other work of evil mani-
fested by Cain was pride, whic h
was the root of his anger an d
jealousy .

The Apostle John, in I John
3:13, states, "Marvel not, my
brethren, if the world hate
you ." The apostle thus implie s
that the world is guilty of the
same sins as Cain—disobe-
dience and pride . Therefore, we
can expect that the world will
hate us if we are endeavoring to
be righteous, just as Cain hate d
Abel .

There are two great influence s
in operation in the earth—th e
spirit of God, which is the spiri t
of righteousness and goodness ,
and the spirit of Satan, whic h
manifests itself in pride, self-
ishness, and disobedience . Al l
of those under Satan's influence
identify with one another . The y
approve of their mutual works of
darkness . On the other hand ,
those under the Lord's spirit are
able to identify with the Lord
and with others living under th e
same holy influence .

In John 3 :19-21 we read ,
"And this is the condemnation ,
that light is come into the world ,
and men loved darkness rathe r
than light, because their deeds

were evil . For every one that
doeth evil hateth the light ,
neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved .
But he that doeth truth cometh
to the light, that his deeds may
be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God . "

In I John 3 :14 the apostl e
continues his lesson thus, "We
know that we have passed fro m
death unto life, because we lov e
the brethren . He that loveth not
his brother abideth in death . "

In other words, the fact that
the footstep followers of the
Lord love one another—
appreciate their love for righ-
teousness and godliness—i s
proof that such have the Lord' s
spirit, and thus these have been
spirit-begotten and have passed
from death unto life .

Our memory verse sums th e
matter up beautifully, "If a man
say, I love God, and hateth hi s
brother, he is a liar . " He is a lia r
because hate is a manifestation
of the spirit of Satan . It is im-
possible to love God and hat e
one who manifests the spirit of
God . "We know that we
have passed from death unt o
life, because we love th e
brethren . He that loveth not hi s
brother abideth in death . "
—I John 3 :14
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 28

An Agent of God's Grace

MEMORY SELECTION : "By faith Noah, being warned o f
God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared a n
ark to the saving of his house ."—Hebrews 11 : 7

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Genesis 6 :13,18-22; 9:8-1 3

IN THE 6th chapter of Genesi s
is recorded the reason why Go d
found it expedient to destroy
man from the face of the earth ,
with the exception of Noah an d
his family .

The account states that as the
population of the earth began to
grow, and as daughters wer e
born to them, the sons of God
saw the daughters of men that
they were fair ; and they too k
them wives of all which they
chose. As a result of this un-
authorized union of spirit being s
and women of flesh, there wer e
born children and they becam e
mighty men which were of old ,
men of renown . This was th e
beginning of an unauthorize d
race, of which Adam was not the
life-giver and it therefore ha d
no place in the plan of God . The
race was not only hybrid, but it
was also very corrupt . We read
in Genesis 6 :11,12, "The eart h
also was corrupt before God ,
and the earth was filled with

violence . And God looked upo n
the earth, and, behold, it was
corrupt ; for all flesh had cor-
rupted his way upon the earth . "

But Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lord because he wa s
"perfect in his generations . "
(vs . 9) In other words, his gen-
erations were not contaminated .

Our memory verse, Hebrew s
11 :7, tells us that God warne d
Noah of things not seen as yet .
Apparently he foretold abou t
the great cascade of water tha t
would gush from the heaven s
relentlessly until the earth was
covered with a great flood of
waters . It is difficult for us to
realize the test of faith that this
promise of God was to Noah ,
because it had never rained on
the earth up to the time of th e
Flood. Genesis 2:5,6 reads ,
"And every plant of the field
before it was in the earth, an d
every herb of the field before i t
grew: for the Lord God had no t
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caused it to rain upon the earth ,
and there was not a man to til l
the ground . But there went up a
mist from the earth, and wa-
tered the whole face of th e
ground ." And in addition to be-
lieving that God was going to
change the very nature of
earth's atmosphere, Noah was
asked to manifest that faith by
building a large vessel on dry
ground, anticipating that i t
would be the means of savin g
him and his family when i n
God's providence the rain came .

According to the Apostle
Paul's statement in Hebrew s
l 1 :7, it was this manifestation o f
Noah's faith in building the ark
that condemned the world an d
made him heir of righteousnes s
which is by faith . In the face of
total disbelief by the rest of th e
population of the earth, coupled
with the derision and ridicule of
ungodly men, Noah believed
God and thus condemned th e
people and the social order of
that day .

The Apostle' Peter uses this
incident to teach an importan t
lesson to the church of th e
Gospel Age . In I Peter 3:16-2 1
we read that it is good if we
suffer for well-doing, for by
doing this we follow in Christ' s
footsteps, who because of hi s
faithfulness in suffering thu s
received the reward of im-
mortality . It is these kinds of

experiences that develop pa-
tience and longsuffering an d
prove our loyalty and faith i n
God and his promises . (vss .
16,17,18) Moreover, just as
Noah preached to those falle n
angels before the Flood by his
faithfulness under difficult an d
trying circumstances, so also
Jesus, by his faithfulness even
to his death on the cross and his
subsequent resurrection fro m
death by the mighty power o f
God, preached to these sam e
spirit beings, who since th e
Flood have been restrained .
—vss . 19,20

And in the same sense th e
faithful church of the Gospel
Age is made a spectacle to me n
and angels, for they are fools for
Christ's sake .—I Cor . 4:9,10

This entire experience of
Noah, the apostle tells us, is a
figure of the church's baptism .
It pictures the manifestation of a
good conscience toward God . I t
is the heart's desire of th e
Christian to be entirely im-
mersed into the will of God, to
suffer for righteousness' sake ,
and to die a sacrificial death .
This is the real baptism, and al l
of this is done in love and grati-
tude to God for the privilege o f
helping implement his plan o f
salvation .
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Christian Life and Doctrine 	

What a Savior !

IN I Peter 1 :11 we read that the Holy Spirit, which directed
the testimony of God's holy prophets concerning the
Messiah, explains that it was a two-fold testimony . It was
concerning the "sufferings of Christ, and the glory tha t
should follow ." It is in keeping with this that we find many o f
the prophecies concerning the coming of Christ mentionin g
both his suffering and his subsequent glory .

At times, however, the glory of Christ is introduced into th e
prophecy first and then the suffering later . It is this sequenc e
of thought that we find in the 52nd and 53rd chapters o f
Isaiah . One of the titles given to Jesus is found in Isaia h
52 :10, which reads, "The Lord hath made bare his holy ar m
in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our God ." How truly great Jesu s
will be eventually in the eyes of the people when all the end s
of the earth recognize him as the bringer of salvation !

But the scene changes in this prophecy and we read in th e
1st verse of the next chapter (53), "Who hath believed ou r
report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" Evi-
dently the prophet Isaiah saw this exalted one of Jehova h
subjected to ignominy and suffering . We read in verses 2 an d
3 of chapter 53, "For he shall grow up before him as a tende r
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground : he hath no form no r
comeliness ; and when we shall see him, there is no beaut y
that we should desire him . He is despised and rejected o f
men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief : and we
hid as it were our faces from him ; he was despised, and w e
esteemed him not ." How different is this from the though t
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that he would be revealed in the eyes of all the nations an d
that all the ends of the earth would see through him th e
salvation of our God !

While Jesus is described as a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief, it was not sorrow that stemmed from hi s
own imperfections, because he had none . Verse 4 reads ,
"Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows :
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and af-
flicted ." Verse 5 continues, "But he was wounded for ou r
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities : the chas-
tisement of our peace was upon him ; and with his stripes w e
are healed . All we like sheep have gone astray ; we have
turned every one to his own way ; and the Lord hath laid o n
him the iniquity of us all . "

Verse 7 reads, "He was oppressed, and he was afflicted ,
yet he opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to th e
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so h e
opened not his mouth ." Here we are reminded of a very out -
standing characteristic in Jesus' earthly life because, as w e
know, he did not resist when he was persecuted . He left the
outcome of his devotion in the hands of his Heavenly Father .

Verse 8 reminds us that Jesus was "taken from prison an d
from judgment : and who shall declare his generation? for h e
was cut off out of the land of the living : for the transgressio n
of my people was he stricken ." There is no record telling u s
of the children of Jesus, because from a natural standpoin t
he had none. There was none to "declare his generation . "

Verse 9 reads, "And he made his grave with the wicked ,
and with the rich in his death ; because he had done no
violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth . "

Verses 10 and 11 are remarkable ones : "Yet it pleased the
Lord to bruise him ; he hath put him to grief : when thou shal t
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, h e
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shal l
prosper in his hand . He shall see of the travail of his soul ,
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and shall be satisfied : by his knowledge shall my righteou s
servant justify many ; for he shall bear their iniquities . "
When we think of the great kindness of our loving Heavenl y
Father and his affection for his beloved Son, it might see m
strange that it pleased him to bruise his only begotten So n
and to put him to grief . It is only through a knowledge of th e
divine plan of redemption that we can understand this . That
plan was, as the text indicates, that Jesus' soul, his life ,
should be made an offering for sin . But as a result of this "h e
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasur e
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand . "

Earlier in the chapter we read that Jesus was cut off from
the land of the living ; there was none to declare hi s
generation . But because he gave his soul an offering for sin ,
thus making provision for all mankind to be ransomed, h e
will have a family, he will see his seed . His days, to use th e
thought expressed by humans, are prolonged—not by hi s
natural children, but by the life of the whole world of
mankind who accept the provision of the ransom and wh o
obey the laws of the kingdom .

This is the pleasure of the Lord . This is the great central
feature of his divine plan of salvation . And what joy it wil l
bring to him and to his beloved Son when they see thi s
glorious purpose accomplished through the times of restitu -
tion of all things !

Verse 11 carries the thought with language appropriat e
thereto. When children are brought into the world there i s
travail of soul and of body. So it was with Jesus . And while h e
was cut off from the land of the living with none to declare hi s
generation, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shal l
be satisfied ." What satisfaction it will indeed bring to Jesu s
when he thus sees the result of his travail of soul! He knew
that this would be the result, and this was one of the joys se t
before him . It was this knowledge that enabled him to bea r
the cross, and because he voluntarily laid down his life, tha t
sacrificed life will be a basis of justification for all who accep t
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of this loving provision . It is thus that he bears thei r
iniquities, that is, through his shed blood .

Verse 12 describes the glory that follows this pathway o f
suffering : "Therefore will I divide him a portion with th e
great ." Because of Jesus' faithfulness he was exalted to th e
right hand of God, thus given a portion with the great, tha t
is, the great Jehovah . But Jesus' unselfishness is manifest i n
this too, because the text explains that he in turn shall divide
the spoil, that is, the reward, with the strong . This is a
reference to his faithful footstep followers who are described
in the New Testament as being, among their other qualities ,
strong in the Lord and in the power of his might .

And Jesus does just this . In Revelation 3 :21, where Jesus is
speaking, we read, "To him that overcometh [the stron g
ones] will I grant to sit with me in my throne ." We like t o
think of Jesus as here emphasizing the fact that he gladly co -
operates with his Heavenly Father by sharing his rewar d
with these overcomers, I will divide my reward with th e
strong just as my Heavenly Father saith .

Because he poured out his soul unto death for the world o f
sinners it was necessary that he be numbered with the trans-
gressors. "And he bare the sin of many, and mad e
intercession for the transgressors . "

The Cross and Befor e

In the New Testament we are furnished with more of th e
details concerning Jesus' life of suffering and the circum-
stances responsible for it . The Apostle Paul wrote that Jesus
was tempted, or tried, in all points like as we are, yet without
sin . This tempting of Jesus, this trying of his soul as to hi s
obedience to his Heavenly Father, began shortly after he wa s
baptised . First, he spent forty days in the wilderness. And
there Satan appeared to him, presenting three basic tempta-
tions. He had fasted during these forty days and, of course ,
suffered from hunger, and Satan said to him that he shoul d
turn stones into bread to supply himself with food . To thi s
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Jesus replied by quoting from Moses (Deut . 8 :3), "Man shal l
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedet h
out of the mouth of the Lord . "

This reveals not only Jesus' loyalty to the Word of God, bu t
his deep understanding of the purpose of his coming to earth .
It was not a selfish purpose . He knew that he had bee n
endowed with the privilege of using divine power for th e
blessing of others, and he did this lavishly during his brie f
ministry by healing the sick, raising the dead, and feedin g
the hungry . But he knew that this power was not to be use d
to satisfy his own natural cravings . He could use this divin e
power to feed five thousand, but he knew it would be con-
trary to the will of his Father to use it to feed himself .

Satan presented a second temptation—to cast himsel f
down from the pinnacle of the temple and angels would bear
him up . And here he used a text from the 91st psalm . But
Jesus knew that this was an erroneous application of the text ;
so he replied, "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God . "
When Jesus was immersed at the river Jordan he was give n
the assurance that he was the Son of God, an it would be
tempting his Father to do anything that would call for furthe r
assurance, because it would indicate a lack of full faith in hi s
Heavenly Father and in his Word .

The final temptation was that if Jesus would fall down an d
worship Satan he would give him all the kingdoms of th e
world . Jesus knew from the divine plan that a time woul d
come when he would be given these kingdoms, for Jehova h
had said through the prophet David, "Ask of me, and I shal l
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and th e
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession ." (Ps . 2 :8 )
Jesus knew, however, that the time for this in the divine pla n
had not arrived, and he did not propose to accept rulershi p
over the nations at the hands of Satan .

The Bible tells us that if we resist the Devil he will flee fro m
us. But the Bible does not say he will not come back . He did
return to Jesus time and time again through his ministry, an d
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especially toward the close of his ministry when he cam e
back to him with at least two of these same points . When
Jesus was arrested he made the statement, "The hour o f
darkness is come ." This suggests that what happened to hi m
of an adverse nature from there to the end of his devoted lif e
of sacrifice would be instigated by Satan, the ruler of dark-
ness . Thus, when he was brought before the high priest th e
principal question asked him was, "Art thou the Son o f
God?" Undoubtedly Satan inspired this question . It was as
though Satan asked Jesus, "Are you the one who three and a
half years ago refused an opportunity to establish your clai m
to be God's Son? Now see what the result has been . You
turned me down and now I have you in my hands, and if yo u
now admit the truth—that you really are the Son of God—yo u
will be put to death ." But this did not disconcert Jesus . His
bold reply to the high priest was, "Thou host said," this i s
the truth .

And then when Jesus was brought before Pilate fo r
questioning, one of the questions was, "Art thou then a
king?" Jesus' reply to this was, "To this end was I born, fo r
this cause came I into the world ." This faithful servant o f
God, who knew that he was destined to be a king, was no t
afraid to declare his faith even though he realized that so fa r
as the Roman civil authorities were concerned this woul d
lead to death . This is the man who, according to the Scrip-
tures, had come into the world to be our Redeemer an d
Savior . What a Savior !

Hanging on the Cros s

After the opposing Jews and Roman authorities heaped
insults and suffering upon Jesus, they hung him on a cross t o
die. We do not know how many of the curious mob were ther e
to watch that scene of sorrow . We know that Mary was there .
We know that the Apostle John was there . But so far as th e
Jewish public was concerned we do not know . But there wer e
enough of the opposing Israelites to create a mob whic h
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continued to harass Jesus even while he was dying . One o f
the statements hurled at him was, "If thou be the Son of
God, come down from the cross ." This undoubtedly was also
inspired by Satan, the same one who at the beginning o f
Jesus' ministry said to him, "If thou be the Son of God, cast
thyself down from the pinnacle of the temple." Now it was as
though Satan were saying to him, "You refused to establis h
your claim once by refusing to jump from the pinnacle of th e
temple, but now I give you another chance . Perhaps you can
save your life by coming down from the cross ." To this Jesu s
made no reply, helping to fulfill the prophecy that he was le d
as a lamb to the slaughter and opened not his mouth i n
protest .

The mob then exclaimed, "He has saved others, let him
save himself ." How little did they know that by Jesus '
refusal to save himself he was providing an opportunity o f
salvation for them, and not only for them but for all th e
families of the earth . This is the man, the man Christ Jesus ,
who gave himself a ransom for all . And how we rejoice that i n
due time this great truth and the fact concerning the love tha t
prompted this sacrifice shall be testified to all !

In an admonition to the followers of Jesus we read, "Wh o
is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which i s
good? But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy ar e
ye : and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled . " ( I
Pet . 3 :13,14) The testimony of the Scriptures is that Jesu s
went about doing good . He never did anything else but good .
Yet he was cruelly persecuted, and especially was he made t o
suffer in connection with a final trial and crucifixion . They
put a purple robe upon him, and a crown of thorns . This wa s
in derision over the fact that he claimed to be a king . They
spat upon him and beat him . They hung him upon a cross b y
nails driven through his feet and through his hands . He wa s
mocked while hanging on the cross . Finally he died at the
hands of his enemies . But still the Apostle Peter's testimon y
was true . Jesus was not harmed . The worst they did to Jesu s
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merely constituted the final trial that made him worthy o f
high exaltation in the resurrection . The flesh they harmed ,
but Jesus was not harmed as a new creature . And the same ,
incidentally, is true of all his followers who are faithful i n
walking in his footsteps, enduring for the truth's sake and fo r
their zeal in serving as his witnesses until the final end of th e
way. Jesus was not harmed, nor are we .

Forsake n

While Jesus was hanging upon the cross he was heard t o
pray to his Father, "My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?" Strange as this might appear, this might well b e
an exclamation of triumph from the Master, for these words ,
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me," are i n
reality the opening of a prophecy concerning Jesus in whic h
are related some of the sufferings and particularly hi s
experiences on the cross . And as he noted the details of thi s
prophecy taking place before him, he would be able t o
identify the meaning of them and what their outcome woul d
be. For instance, one of the points in this prophecy reads, " I
am poured out like water, and all by bones are out of joint :
my heart is like wax ; it is melted in the midst of my bowels .
My strength is dried up like a potsherd ; and my tongu e
cleaveth to my jaws ; and thou hast brought me into the dus t
of death ."—Ps . 22:14,1 5

Jesus knew that his hands and feet had been pierce d
(vs . 16) . As he hung there on the cross he watched th e
Roman soldiers part his garments among them and cast lots
upon his vesture (vs . 18). Verse 24 reads, "For he hath not
despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted ; neither
hath he hid his face from him ; but when he cried unto him, h e
heard ." He knew from this prayer that Jehovah, whil e
having temporarily forsaken him, would eventually hear hi m
and that he would be delivered . Then in the prayer mentio n
is made of the great and final result of his death on the cross .
"All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto th e

(Continued on page 38 )
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(Continued from page 31 )
Lord : and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship befor e
thee ." (vs. 27) Verse 30 reads, "A seed shall serve him ; i t
shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation ." Verse 31 ,
"They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a
people that shall be born, that he hath done this ." No doubt
Jesus during the course of his ministry had become well ac-
quainted with this Psalm, but not until now, when he was
hanging upon the cross and remembered, in the prayer ,
references to details which he saw taking place and to ex-
periences which he was passing through, did he realize the
full import of this prophetic prayer .

For instance, reference is made to the kingdom—"For th e
kingdom is the Lord's : and he is the governor among th e
nations ." We remember the question of the thief, "Lord ,
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom ." Jesu s
never did lose faith in the kingdom of his God, and when th e
thief made this request, how this prophecy must have
strengthened him and given him the courage and strength t o
answer the thief as he did, "Verily I say unto thee, shalt tho u
be with me in paradise . "

So as Jesus hung there with all these thoughts goin g
through his mind it was the logical thing that the openin g
verse of this prayer would be recalled . Then in his ecstasy o f
his increasing knowledge of the meaning of his present ex-
periences he began to quote the prayer, "My God, my God ,
why hast thou forsaken me?" In the vernacular of today i t
was as though Jesus was saying in his heart, "This is it! Thi s
is not something that developed and caused God to forsake
me . This was all known in advance—not only this temporar y
turning of the Father's smile from me, but the gloriou s
outcome of this final experience in my earthly ministry . "
Thus the recalling of the words "My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?" followed the bitter experience of losin g
the smile of his Heavenly Father and the assurance that no w
this was over and he could enjoy the blessed assurance tha t
God had remembered him and would give him the necessar y
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strength and courage to endure whatever was ahead for hi m
to the bitter end .

In this remarkable prophetic prayer concerning Jesus '
suffering and death, after noting that God had forsaken him ,
he enlarges upon this thought, "O my God, I cry in th e
daytime, but thou hearest not ; and in the night season, and
am not silent . But thou art holy, 0 thou that inhabitest th e
praises of Israel . Our fathers trusted in thee : they trusted ,
and thou didst deliver them . They cried unto thee, and wer e
delivered : they trusted in thee, and were not confounded .
But I am a worm, and no man ; a reproach of men, and
despised of the people . All they that see me laugh me t o
scorn : they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, H e
trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him : let him delive r
him, seeing he delighted in him ." Actually, by now Jesus
realized that his Heavenly Father had not forsaken him ,
and then in the prayer his thoughts turn to things tha t
definitely assure him that the smile of his Father's favor i s
still upon him . "But thou art he that took me out of th e
womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon m y
mother's breasts . I was cast upon thee from the womb : thou
art my God from my mother's belly . Be not far from me ; fo r
trouble is near; for there is none to help . "

While Jesus was assured now that the Father's favor wa s
upon him, he realized more than ever the help and strengt h
and courage he would need from his Heavenly Father i n
order to go through these final experiences upon the cross .
And then we have the Master's affirmation of his determina-
tion to continue in the service of the Lord, not only on thi s
side of the veil, but also on the other, "I will declare thy
name unto my brethren : in the midst of the congregation wil l
I praise thee . Ye that fear the Lord, praise him ; all ye the
seed of Jacob, glorify him ; and fear him, all ye the seed of
Israel . For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction o f
the afflicted ; neither hath he hid his face from him ; but when
he cried unto him, he heard . My praise shall be of thee in th e
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great congregation : I will pay my vows before them that fea r

him . The meek shall eat and be satisfied : they shall prais e
the Lord that seek him : your heart shall live for ever . "

Made to Hope

In this prophetic prayer concerning Jesus he states, too ,
that he was made to hope while on his mother's breasts . We
are not to assume from this that Jesus had revealed to hi m
the real purpose of his being born, but merely that God in hi s
own way did give him a basic hope in the purpose of his work ,
and he realized that, this being true, the Heavenly Fathe r
would not forsake him now .

How faith-strengthening and joy-inspiring it must hav e
been for Jesus while tasting the dregs of being temporaril y
forsaken by his Heavenly Father to have the realizatio n
brought to him through this prayer that it was only tempo-
rary . No wonder he gave audible expression to the first vers e
in this prayer . It could have been that, since he had bee n
hanging on the cross some time by now, he did not have th e
physical strength to utter the prayer loudly enough to b e
heard, except those few words coming really as a n
exclamation . This may well be the reason the entire prayer i s
not recorded as having been uttered by Jesus . But sufficien t
of the prayer, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsake n
me?" is quoted in the gospel account of the Master's deat h
to serve as a valuable lesson to us who are endeavoring to be
faithful followers in his footsteps . There probably ar e
experiences in every faithful Christian's life when he
temporarily feels that the Father has forsaken him . If thi s
should occur to us let us remember that, if it be true, th e
Father has his purpose as he did with Jesus, and let us seek
to reach out more earnestly to him through great faithfulnes s
and finally again realize the smile of his favor .

How thankful we are indeed to have such a Savior! On e
who is faithful under the most trying circumstances an d
determined, whatever might come or not come into his life
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in service for the Father, he would be faithful to him . Wit h
Jesus, this determination carried him through all of his trials .
It enabled him to endure the cross and to despise the shame ,
because he knew the joy that was set before him and he di d
not lose his faith in the promises of these joys—the joys o f
continued cooperation in the Father's plan for the blessing o f
all mankind . This is why, when it was finally at an end and h e
barely had strength to utter a few words, he said, "Father ,
into thy hands I commend my spirit ." He knew that the en d
was near in death, that his sacrifice would soon be consum-
mated, and he had full faith in what the Father would do an d
he left it all with him . May this be our experience as we com e
to the end of our earthly course .

So far as the meaning of Jesus' faithfulness in life an d
courage in death is concerned, it is well summed up for us b y
the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 12 :1-4 : "Wherefore seeing w e
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses ,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easil y
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of ou r
faith ; who for the joy that was set before him endured th e
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right han d
of the throne of God . For consider him that endured suc h
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearie d
and faint in your minds . Ye have not yet resisted unto blood ,
striving against sin . "

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
SEPTEMBER 4—"There is no fea r
in love ; but perfect love casteth ou t
fear, because fear hath torment ." —
I John 4 :18 (Z . '03-329 Hymn 107 )
SEPTEMBER 11—"Whosoeve r
doth not bear his cross, and com e
after Me, cannot be My disciple ." —
Luke 14 :27 (Z . '03-345 Hymn 279 )
SEPTEMBER 18—"My presenc e
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shall go with thee, and I will give
thee rest ."—Exodus 33 :14 (Z .
'03-376 Hymn 293 )
SEPTEMBER 25—"Who of God i s
made unto us wisdom, and righ-
teousness [justification), and sancti-
fication, and redemption [deliver-
ance) ."—I Corinthians 1 :30 (Z .
'03-440 Hymn 125)
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Christian Life and Doctrine

The Way to Eternal Life

"LABOR not for the meat which perisheth, but for that mea t
which endureth unto everlasting life ." (John 6:27) "My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, . . . and I give unto
them eternal life ." (John 10:27,28) "And this is the promise
that he hath promised us, even eternal life ." (I John 2 :25 )
"To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek fo r
glory and honor and immortality, eternal life ." (Rom . 2:7 )
"The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord .
(Rom . 6:23) "And this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has t
sent ." (John 17 :3) "Lay hold on eternal life ."—1 Tim . 6 :1 9

These are wonderful words of life! They present to us ou r
hope that if we are faithful to the Lord, to the truth, and t o
the brethren we will lay hold of the crown of eternal life . But
there is an effort involved . It is by "patient continuance i n
well doing" that we demonstrate our faithfulness . Our
Master described us as the "good ground" of the parabl e
and as "they which in an honest and good heart, havin g
heard the Word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience . "
Luke 8 :1 5

We have heard the Word . We have been called out o f
darkness into light . We are in the light of truth . Is it not won-
derful to have that heart assurance? It is truly wonderful t o
be in the truth !

One of the things about which the Lord's people shoul d
have no doubt is laying hold upon eternal life . It is the pat h
that leads before us . It is a way that leads to great riches, bu t
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there are certain things we must not let slip . Even though th e
way at times is narrow and rough and long, remember it i s
the way to eternal life—and we want eternal life .

Knowing Go d

The Master says in John 17 :3, "And this is life eternal, tha t
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ ,
whom thou hast sent ." So we ask, do we know God? Do w e
know his spirit? Do we know our responsibilities as his sons ,
as members of his household? Our Heavenly Father has re-
vealed himself to us through his Word of truth and he ha s
given us Bible helps, Studies in the Scriptures, and throug h
the gift of his Son and through his Holy Spirit has revealed t o
us the plan of salvation and redemption . Therefore, to kno w
God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent, we must know hi s
plan—the divine plan of the ages . For his plan gives expres-
sion to his being . In Ephesians 1 :9,10 his plan is called "th e
mystery of his will ." And we must know his spirit that we
may emulate it .

A Christian may not know many things that the people o f
the world know . But that does not matter, for the world doe s
not know many things that we know, and we know things tha t
matter, too . Many things that the world seems to know ar e
not true at all . The fundamentals of truth that we know whic h
reveal God and Jesus to us lead to eternal life . Even th e
wisest of men are ignorant on many subjects . They do no t
know all that there is to know . So it should not concern u s
greatly if we, too, are uninformed on many things .

It is striking to find, however, that among other things ,
eternal life depends upon knowledge—knowledge concern-
ing the Father and knowledge concerning his Son . The
Rotherham translation reads : "That they may learn to kno w
thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou has t
sent ." I John 5 :20 reads ; "And we know that the Son of God
is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we ma y
know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even i n
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his Son Jesus Christ . This is the true God, and eternal life . "
I John 4 :8 says simply, "He that loveth not knoweth not God ;
for God is love . "

Like Go d

Do we know God? Certainly this does not mean merely a n
intellectual acceptance of his existence, as acknowledged b y
many who are not in the way of eternal life . And yet this tex t
asks, in effect, do we know God, our Heavenly Father? Do w e
know Jesus Christ? Do we seek to possess their spirit of love ?
Are we kind and merciful and gentle as they? Do we make
allowances for others as we know God does for us? Have we a
personal acquaintance with our Heavenly Father and with hi s
Son—heart-to-heart communion with them? Our Heavenl y
Father and Jesus Christ have confided in us, told us of thei r
plans . We read, "The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear him ; and he will show them his covenant ."—Ps. 25 :1 4

"The fear [reverence] of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge ." (Prov . 1 :7) That is true. The Bible tells us so .
Have we only a head knowledge of the truth, the plan, o r
have we a heart appreciation of the plan so deep that it be -
comes to us a compelling motive to co-operate with God an d
with one another? This kind of knowledge does not come in a
day. The knowledge of which these texts speak is the resul t
of growth . We grow in knowledge and in grace as long as w e
walk in the way to eternal life . And we grow in knowledg e
through study of the Word .

Growing in Grace

We grow in grace by applying the principles of the truth t o
our actions and our attitudes . We also grow through praye r
and communion . They play a part through activity in th e
service as we together proclaim the message of the kingdom .
And in this growth the element of sacrifice must be present .
The unity of spirit in the bonds of peace comes to us as we
learn to know God and Jesus Christ and their spirit . All thi s
leads to eternal life .
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In John 14 :21-23, the apostle tells us that acquaintance an d
communion with God is reciprocal ; and verse 21 indicate s
that this reciprocal love will result in God's manifesting him -
self to us . To manifest himself to us carries the thought o f
completely revealing himself—disclosing the very thought s
of his heart! And this he has done for us, and we can testif y
that this promise has been fulfilled in us who walk not afte r
the flesh, but after the spirit .

So all Christian fellowship is reciprocal . However, eve n
earthly fellowships are reciprocal . Even worldly people know
that to have friends one must be a friend . They know that one
who has not learned how to be a friend has very few friends .
One who insists that his friends must see all things exactly a s
he sees them has few friends . Many have learned to enjoy a
warm relationship with others even though they mutuall y
disagree on certain points . And our spiritual fellowship als o
must make allowances for our brethren on a few points o f
difference in order to enjoy the many things which we hold i n
unity . Christian fellowship, therefore, depends on certai n
Christian principles . It depends on unselfish love, of course .
It also depends on Christian maturity . We are not discussing
the fundamental doctrines of salvation, for on these we must
contend earnestly, and vigorously defend these truths . Bu t
not all opinions relate to fundamental doctrines .

Paul had definite opinions, too, but he said, "Let every
man be fully persuaded in his own mind ." Some were tryin g
to stir up strife and division, and in verse 10 of the 14th chap -
ter of Romans he says, "But why dost thou judge thy broth-
er? or why dost thou set at naught thy brother?" Verse 19 ,
"Let us therefore follow after the things which make fo r
peace, and . . . edify another . "

Deeper Fellowshi p

Trials in the church are not new . They have existed since
apostolic days, since Jesus' day . But if we progress in knowl-
edge and understanding as we should, and if we grow to b e
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mature Christians, we will grow in deeper fellowship . We
will progress toward a spiritually rewarding season of bless-
ing . We think that is what the Apostle John meant when h e
said in I John 3 :23, 24, "And this is his commandment, That
we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, an d
love one another, as he gave us commandment . And he tha t
keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him .
And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spiri t
which he hath given us ." May we be actuated by the Spirit o f
Christ !

Ephesians 3 :14-19 reads, "For this cause I bow my knees
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whol e
family in heaven and earth is named, that he would gran t
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted an d
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saint s
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; an d
to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with all the fulness of God . "

As we walk in the way that leads to eternal life, one of th e
things we learn is that we cannot judge our brother's stand-
ing with the Lord . We do not know how well he has learned to
know his Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ whom he has
sent . No one knows save him that receiveth it . He knows tha t
the Father and the Son have come in to sup with him and t o
make their abode with him. I John 2 :20 gives the assurance :
"Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know al l
things ." This knowledge is given only to those who are th e
anointed.

There will be attempts to discourage in the time ahead . We
have been tested along that line before . But let us not be dis -
couraged . God has assured us of our anointing, and we kno w
we have the truth . He has given us a wonderful promise —
"And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even
eternal l ife . "
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Thus we learn to know our Heavenly Father . Thus we lear n
to know his Son . Thus we learn to know the Spirit of th e
truth, and if we are in close harmony with the Father and th e
Son we will be in close harmony with the members of hi s
body, and thus we will fight the good fight of faith and la y
hold on eternal life .

THE Bible, from first to last, holds out a doctrine foun d
nowhere else and in opposition to the theories of all the
heathen religions . The Bible teaches that a future life for th e
dead will come through a resurrection of the dead . All the
inspired writers expressed their confidence in a Redeemer ,
and one declares that "in the morning," when God shall cal l
them from the tomb and they shall come forth, the wicke d
shall no longer hold the rulership of earth ; for "the uprigh t
shall have dominion over them in the morning ." (Ps . 49 :14 )
The resurrection of the dead is taught by the prophets ; and
the writers of the New Testament base their hopes of futur e
life and blessing upon it . Paul expresses it thus : "If there b e
no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen : and i f
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your fait h
is also vain . . . . Then they also which are fallen asleep i n
Christ are perished . . . . But now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept . . . . For
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive . "
—I Corinthians 15 :13-22

—opo

"He will swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God wil l
wipe away tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of hi s
people shall he take away from off all the earth : for the Lor d
hath spoken it .

"And it shall be said in that day ; Lo, this is our God ; we
have waited for him, and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we
have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in hi s
salvation ."—Isaiah 25:8, 9
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The British Section

Further Blessings at Portrush
THE twentieth Portrush Con-

vention was held in the home of
Sister Stinson during the week -
end of 24-26 May 1975 . Here i n
the peacefulness of this part of
Ireland about forty Bible Stu -
dents met in fellowship with on e
another and with our Heavenl y
Father and our returned Lord .
For two decades the Lord's peo-
ple have met to discuss variou s
apects of present truth, includ-
ing the harvest message tha t
Christ has indeed returned to
gather his church, and to pre -
pare to establish his worldwide
kingdom of righteousness and
peace .

In the past twelve months ten-
sion in this trouble-riven prov-
ince has eased, although vio-
lence is still apparent in district s
where extreme rival faction s
exist . Throughout the past si x
years of strife and bloodshed th e
Lord has been the refuge and
str ength of those who trust in
him. With the one desire fo r
fellowship with those of kindred
minds, brethren from the
U .S .A ., Scotland, and England

came to join with their Iris h
brethren . The gathering was th e
more enjoyable as Brother an d
Sister R . J . Krupa and Brother
and Sister T . J . Krupa from
California joined the happy
throng .

As several visitors had arrive d
by Friday evening, the friend s
arranged a Bible study on Luk e
24 :27 . When the stranger me t
those two travelers on the road
to Emmaus, they seemed s o
earnest in their conversatio n
that he asked the reason fo r
their anxiety . They reminde d
him of the momentous happen-
ings of the past few days . Thei r
Lord, the One they though t
should have redeemed Israel ,
had been crucified, and with hi s
death all their hopes had als o
died. The stranger knew mor e
than they had dared to think
concerning these events, an d
beginning with the words of
Moses he told them of all th e
things recorded in the Scrip-
tu res regarding the Messiah .

We reminded one another o f
the promise in Genesis 3 :1 5
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that the Seed of the woman
should bruise the serpent' s
head . Abraham, in sacrificing
Isaac, was a type of God giving
his only Son to redeem man -
kind . Moses declared that the
Lord would one day raise up a
Prophet like him, and all th e
world would hear and obey him .
We referred to Jesus' suffering s
and crucifixion and then w e
looked ahead to the future .
Jesus, we thought, would hav e
explained the reason for his
death and how, as a result, al l
mankind would be blessed b y
the kingdom .

The discussion had a stimu-
lating effect as we realised th e
beauties of the divine plan and
the wonderful privileges grant-
ed to his followers both now and
in the kingdom, when the
church will be glorified with
him .

Welcome

The convention began with a
word of welcome from the Iris h
brethren, who appreciated th e
efforts of the friends from across
the water in coming to Portrush .
In years past it had been true to
say that the Lord had richly
blessed us . We were reminde d
of the words of Cornelius in Act s
10 :33, "Now are we all here
present before God, to hear all
things that are commanded thee
of God." And so as we met to -
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gether we had continually to
keep in mind that we were
gathered in the presence of our
Heavenly Father . "Open tho u
mine eyes, that I may behol d
wondrous things out of thy
law ."—Ps. 119 :1 8

Then followed greetings from
far and near from those unable
to attend, but who were never-
theless one with us in Spirit .

Kept by God's Power

The evening session close d
with a talk assuring us that we
are kept by the power of God . "
(I Pet . 1 :5) The Apostle Peter
reminds us not only of the
greatness of our God, but also
that he is our Father . If we fol-
low faithfully unto death in the
footsteps of Jesus, an incorrupt-
ible inheritance is reserved for
us in heaven . Additionally we
are kept by the power of God .

The Scriptures abound with
assurances of our Father's lov e
and care for his children . This i s
in direct contrast to the dis-
tressing conditions foretold of
the early years of the secon d
advent . The Bible tells us there
would be a time of trouble, an d
in such circumstances where
shall we look with confidence ?
"I will lift mine eyes to the hills ,
but to me no help comes . " (Ps .
121 :1, Ferrar Fenton) Hills, i n
Scripture symbolism, represent
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nations, and today men's heart s
are really failing them for fea r
because of the things coming
upon the earth . No nation, no
state, no individual group of
people is exempt from the dif-
ficulties into which mankind has
drifted. Our minds must b e
stayed upon God if we would
enjoy perfect peace . However
severe the trouble, nothing will
prevent the saints from making
their calling and election sure .

Standing Fir m

Daniel and his companions are
examples for us to follow .
Although not privileged to live
in the age of Spirit begettal ,
they were strengthened by
divine power . They displayed a
positive course of action and di d
not allow their plight as captive s
to swerve them from their
devotion to God. He alway s
honours those who honour him ,
and in the time of trouble they
are kept by his power . "The
secret of the Lord is with them
that fear him."—Ps. 25 :14

Nebuchadnezzar was troubled
by a dream he could not remem-
ber . His wise men were sen-
tenced to death because they
could not assist, but when
Daniel was brought to the king
he made it known that dreams
could only be recalled and
explained by God's power .
There is a God in heaven wh o
knows all about problems and

he will guide us in every experi-
ence if, like Daniel, we live a life
of prayer . Today we have hi s
protection, for it is by his mighty
power that we are kept .

Overcoming Evil

Sunday morning began with a
manna service . The text for the
day was Romans 12 :21 . "Be not
overcome of evil," and in a dis-
cussion we reminded one an -
other of the vital importance of
this subject . We encounter so
many experiences both in th e
world and amongst the Lord' s
people that we could become
bitter and resentful . If we per-
mit the transforming influence
of the Spirit of God to rule in our
hearts and minds, we shall then
grow in grace and in harmony
with our Father's will for hi s
people . The peace of God must
fill our hearts if we would be
vessels fit for the Master's use
in the kingdom .

A Journey by Sea

After this we listened to a talk
where the speaker took us on a
journey by sea . So graphic was
his description that it seemed as
though we were traveling wit h
Paul in the ship . The journey to
Rome was an unforgettable ex-
perience. Prior to this event
Paul had spent many years
declaring the Gospel to both
Jews and Gentiles . He had la-
boured hard in establishing the
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various Gentile churches . He
had sought to show the Jewish
believers that their Gentil e
brethren were fellow heirs, and
of the same Gospel call . God' s
Holy Spirit had transformed
them just as it had transformed
the Jewish believers .

The apostle was arrested in
the temple at Jerusalem, an d
after being kept in the custody
of the Romans for two years, he
appeared before Festus . Havin g
appealed to Caesar to save him
from certain death, the only way
to reach Rome was by sea . In
the account in Acts 27 we read
that they sailed by way of Sidon ,
Cyprus, and on to Asia Minor ,
where he was transferred to a
larger vessel . For a time they
were driven by the south wind ,
picturing the calmer days whe n
we first embraced the truth .
How thrilled we were to become
acquainted with the divine plan !
We learned that God was a
loving Heavenly Father and tha t
his Son sacrificed his life for
ALL mankind .

A Refuge and Strength

Following the lunch break we
enjoyed a prayer, praise, and
testimony meeting . We offere d
praise to our Father for all hi s
goodness to us, and told him of
our sick brethren and thos e
passing through severe experi-
ences . It was our desire that he

would strengthen and sustain
them. We thanked him for the
influence of the Holy Spirit ,
revealing the beauties of the
plan of salvation . We told one
another of the keeping power o f
God in our lives . He deals with
each of us in different ways in
order that our various charac-
teristics may be moulded into
Christlikeness .

"Our Father knows what things
we need

Each step along the way ;
His eye of love doth never sleep ,

He watches night and day . "

A Puzzle Resolved

This happy day closed with a
discourse entitled, "A Puzzl e
Resolved, Code Number 666 . "
The speaker began by making
reference to the numerology of
Scripture . The number seven we
accept as a figure of perfection ,
completeness . Six, therefore ,
might represent imperfection ,
and a symbol of evil in all it s
forms. It denotes human rebel -
lion against God . Whilst the
true church was to be develope d
during the Gospel Age, Satan
sowed the seed of a false church
and from it developed the man
of sin, the great antichrist
system, out of harmony with
God and all his righteous ways .
For "a time, times and a half "
the great persecuting powe r
challenged the true Gospel an d
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established in its place the
creeds and traditions of men .

The footstep followers of the
Master must keep their gar-
ments white, in order to be kept
by God's power . We living
today must carefully watc h
world events, for the end of the
man of sin is in sight . The
churches today strive for unity ,
yet in fulfilment of prophecy we
find no faith in the earth . Just as
the writing on the wall num-
bered the days of Cyrus, the
present order has been weighed
in the balances and found
wanting . The final hour is upon
us, "The night is far spent, th e
day is at hand : let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness ,
and let us put on the armour of
light . For now is our salvation
nearer than when we [first]
believed . "—Romans 13 :12,1 1

The present order is being
shaken to its foundation . God i s
to make a clean sweep of th e
Devil's empire and all hi s
works . In the meantime let u s
stand fast, for our faith is built
upon a sure foundation, the
Word of God . "Be thou faithful
unto death ." "He that over-
cometh shall not be hurt of th e
second death ."—Rev . 2:10,11

Willing to Die

The final day of the conven-
tion began with a talk on a con-
secration theme, "I Willingly

Die, Lord." During the early
years of the Lord's ministry hi s
disciples had many exciting ex-
periences . Thousands followed
everywhere they went, travelin g
vast distances just to see Jesus .
They had been drawn from
different walks of life and before
meeting Jesus had led ordinary
lives. As they listened to hi s
gracious words and the illus-
trations he drew from everyday
events, they gradually change d
into serious-thinking men . Simi -
larly when we first gave our
hearts to the Lord we were
overawed by the beauties of
God's plan, but as we daily
study the Word the meaning o f
real discipleship gradually be -
comes apparent .

As we progress we find the
costs increase . Brother gave an
illustration based on life today .
Before commencing to build we
try to estimate what the finishe d
work will cost ; what time it will
take, the materials needed, etc .
Today inflation makes estimat-
ing very difficult, and as we
continue in the Christian way
the costs increase beyond our
expectation . When we gave ou r
hearts to God we said we woul d
do so at all costs . We did not
then understand all the costs
that would be involved . We said
we would finish the work, but
we overlooked the hidden costs .
We said, "I willing die, Lord . "
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The speaker then gave four
guidelines to help us . First ther e
was our intellect. We must
repent and we must believe .
Jesus wants us to be careful of
what we believe . We must
search the Scriptures each day ,
and the Holy Spirit will help us
understand . Another essential
is discipleship, and to be a tru e
disciple we must be a witness
for Jesus, both in proclaiming
the Gospel and by giving a wit-
ness by our character and be-
haviour . If we love our Lord
dearly we shall want to tel l
others about him and the
wonderful plan of God . Self-
denial is also essential . We have
to deny ourselves the things of
this world so as to have time fo r
God. We cannot love God an d
the things of this world, but
must forsake all to follow Jesus .
The final requirement is love .
This is an element of characte r
that causes us to lay down ou r
lives in God's service . We must
show special care and attention
for the fellow members of th e
body of Christ . In all these
things we must say from the
heart "I willingly die, Lord . "

Fellowship of Christ

The closing discourse of Mon -
day morning was based upon
I Corinthians 1 :9, "Fellowship
of Christ ." The One who
created the wonderful view from

the windows of the room in
which we met was the author of
the divine plan . We are filled
with love and wonder to b e
called by such a mighty. God to
fellowship with his Son . Fellow-
ship is a "sharing in ." We hav e
the same oneness of fellowship
with Jesus as he had with the
Heavenly Father in the out-
working of the plan of salvation .
No member of the human rac e
could have any part in this
fellowship until the ransom had
been paid by Jesus . And even
then all must exercise faith in
the ransom . In this way we hav e
been justified by God in order to
become his children and to out-
work his purpose with Jesus .

In God's loving provision th e
Christ, Head and body, provides
atonement for all mankind . We
as the body members share in
the sin-offering . We have fel-
lowship in our dear Lord' s
sufferings (I Peter 2 :21), and ar e
privileged to share the same
loving care as was bestowed on
Jesus . May we continue faith -
fully in the call to joint-heirship
with our Lord .

Truth and Ligh t

The lunch break over, we
assembled for the last two
addresses of the convention .
The first discourse was entitle d
"Truth and Light." Jesus said
he was the way, the truth an d
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the life, and that no one could
come to the Father but by him.
Jesus put himself in the place of
the High Priest, for no one coul d
approach God but through the
High Priest .—Heb . 3 : 1

The dress of Israel's typical
High Priest contained th e
"breastplate of judgment . "
(Exod. 28:15-30) The word for
breastplate in the Hebrew
means "to contain" or "a bag."
The High Priest wore a bag
which contained two stone s
called the Urim and Thummin .
The word judgment here mean s
verdict or decision . It was not a
breastplate in the normal sense ,
but a pocket of decision . He-
brew scholars tell us the word
"Urim" means light or perfec-
tion, and "Thummin" mean s
completeness, innocence, and
truth .

In the history of Israel we find
frequent reference to the word
"lot" which is associated with
decisions made by God. The
root meaning of this word i s
from "rough" or "a stone or a
pebble." Choice was made b y
casting small stones . The Urim
was called forth from the bag
only for decisions of approval .
(Num . 27:21) If God did not
approve, then no stone would
issue forth from the bag . The
division of the land was decided
by lot . As the stones were used ,
so light and truth guided fleshly

Israel . (Num . 34:17; Joshua
14:1-2 ; 19 :51) Only by carefull y
searching the Scriptures can we
find what actually happened . In
Proverbs 16 :33 we are told that
the lot is cast into the lap . In
Chapter 18 :18 we read, "To cast
lots puts an end to disputes, and
decides between powerful con-
tenders ." (Amplified Version)
Israel knew that the decision of
the Lord was final . According to
which stone came out of th e
bag, the High Priest kne w
exactly whether the decision
was favourable or unfavourable .

After Saul visited the witch at
Endor there is little mention of
the Urim and Thummin in th e
Old Testament . Instead, the
Word of God begins to speak of
truth and light . For instance ,
Psalm 43 :3, "Send out thy light
and thy truth ." When the High
Priest went into the most hol y
he wore, tied with chains and
cords to his chest, the light and
truth, or in other words, th e
complete will of God . It was
God's decision that came from
the bag. It was God's will that
Jesus came to fulfil . (Ps . 40 :7,8)
Not only did Jesus keep God' s
will, but he came to enlighten
men and dispel darkness . Thos e
who hate the light stay away as
long as they can, but those who
love light are delighted to come
and receive the blessing of the
Lord. Let us trust in the Lord,
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continuing to hold firm to the
light and truth which God has
given us .

Burning Hearts

The final discourse wove the
thoughts of the whole gathering
together, the seed thought
being, "Did not our hearts burn
within us?" (Luke 24 :15-32) As
we reflected on the past three
days, it was as if Jesus was with
us to share our experiences . We
had all journeyed to Portrus h
with our own personal sorrow s
and discouragements, and Go d
had opened the windows of
heaven to calm our fears an d
encourage us for the day s
ahead. We had come to be fed
spiritually, and like those two
disciples on the road to Em-
maus, we had heard the Maste r
open up the Scriptures to us.
The Early Church had its prob-
lems, but they pressed on .
Down through the Gospel Age
the brethren had similarly
pressed on . We also have our
problems, but we are deter -
mined by the grace of God t o
continue working together with
him.—Heb . 10 :3 5

We were encouraged to wal k
in the light, for we are witnesses
to the truth . We must be well-
balanced followers of the Mas-
ter, seeking always to fulfil his
requirements in our daily life as
well as in an earnest study o f

BRITISH SECTION

the doctrines. Thus we shal l
have a faith that works . The
things of this present life are of
trifling worth, especially as we
realise that everything that can
be shaken will be destroyed i n
the time of trouble . Our friend -
ships must be in the Lord an d
our time consecrated to him . In
the midst of the perilous time s
in which we live God will be with
us .
' The disciples pressed Jesus to
abide with them because it was
evening . He said that if we lov e
him and keep his words, both h e
and his Father will make their
abode with us . What a wonder-
ful thought this is! The Gospel
Age will soon be over, and wit h
it the greatest opportunity ever
offered to anyone—to live an d
reign with our Lord and Master .
Let us rededicate our lives t o
serve God even better in th e
time that remains .

And so another Portrus h
Convention began to close . We
lingered a little longer and sang
together the hymn, "How
blessed, how glorious," which
has become affectionatel y
known as the Portrush anthem .
Memories of this happy season
of fellowship will linger long
with us into the days ahead ,
until, if the Lord wills, we ar e
privileged to join together in yet
another gathering in a year' s
time .
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Vineyard Echoes
VINEYARD ECHOES OF THE PAST—Part V

The Drama Goes on the Road

NOW that the Photo Drama of Creation was duly launched i n
New York City, arrangements went into effect to send it ou t
on the road . There were twenty complete sets, each set con -
sisting of between three and four hundred glass slides, man y
reels of motion pictures, a projection machine, two phono-
graphs, and phonograph records . The slides were
hand-colored, 3 1/4" x 4" .

The slides were packed in a hard fiber case of suitable size ,
and this one item alone made quite a heavy load . It was
decided that each operator would take one part with him o n
the road-the entire drama consisting of four parts—and tha t
he would present this one part every day for a week in th e
various localities to which he was assigned . I was given par t
four, and my original assignment was in the state of Ohio .
Among other cities, I presented the drama in Columbus ,
Cleveland, and Toledo .

I then received instructions to proceed at once to Chicag o
and report to the local supervisor of the drama work there ,
leaving the section of the Photo Drama which I was using i n
Ohio . Arriving in Chicago, I discovered that they had a rathe r
unique situation there . They had just started to present par t
one of the drama in what was known as the auditorium . I t
was in the early days of unionism, and the stagehands in th e
auditorium all belonged to the union . They had agreed t o
allow one nonunion worker to come in and project th e
pictures .
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The brother who had been assigned to this position foun d
that he had to leave the service ; therefore a new operator wa s
required . Rather than take the chance of sending in too man y
individual operators (the drama was to operate there for fou r
weeks), they decided to assign me the job for all four week s
and thus avoid as far as possible any controversy with th e
union .

The auditorium, together with all its appointments, wa s
up-to-date and beautiful . It seated 3,500 people . The pro-
jection booth was located on the first balcony . A complete
signal system had been installed for communicating with th e
workers on the stage . It was the most complete and elaborat e
setup that I had the privilege of enjoying during all my ex-
perience with the drama . The slides and the motion picture s
alternated, and the operator needed contact not only with the
stagehands but also with those who were operating th e
phonograph in the orchestra pit just in front of the stage, an d
in this installation everything was complete .

As one entered the auditorium and occupied a seat, all h e
saw in front of him was a large red plush curtain . Thi s
covered a white curtain behind it, on which the pictures were
to be projected . As the "show" started the operator flashed a
cross and crown projection of a slide onto this plush curtain ,
the stagehands raised the curtain, and there the cross an d
crown appeared on the white curtain . It was somewhat a blo t
against the skill of the operator if he allowed that whit e
curtain to be seen during the progress of the picture .

Those operating the phonograph, or the talking part of th e
drama, waited for their signal from the picture projectionis t
before starting their machine . At certain intervals a gon g
would sound from the record and this was the signal for th e
operator to change slides . The operator, of course, had a
complete list of the slides, each one having a number, and h e
followed this list in keeping synchronized with the
phonograph .

I was there well ahead of time on the first day and observe d
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the incoming people as I waited for the hour when th e
afternoon program was to start . To my great surprise, on a
weekday afternoon at least 1,500 people showed up to see th e
pictures . That evening the auditorium was filled to capacit y
with 3,500 people, and this was repeated every day for fou r
weeks in succession . One of the great thrills of all m y
Christian experience was to observe the people pouring int o
that great auditorium, because I knew that they woul d
receive a good witness to the truth .

The Finale

At the conclusion of the showing of the drama in each city ,
there would be what was called the grand finale . This was th e
appearance of one of the better public speakers, who woul d
give two discourses, these being illustrated by selection s
from the drama . Brother A. H . Macmillan was the on e
assigned to give the grand finale discourses in Chicago .

One of the motion pictures of the drama was known a s
"The Shunammite's Son ." This picture showed the death o f
the Shunammite's son and also his resurrection . In the gran d
finale this picture would be used . It would be shown down t o
the point where the boy dies on his mother's lap. This we di d
in Chicago, and I gave the signal and the big plush curtai n
came down over the picture while the boy was dying . Then i t
was time for Brother Macmillan to continue his discourse ,
but no Brother Macmillan was in sight . The audience waited
uneasily, and finally Brother Macmillan crawled out fro m
underneath the big curtain . He had been standing too fa r
back on the stage and was caught behind it! A big laugh wen t
up from the audience . Brother Macmillan cracked a joke ove r
the incident, and the show went on . Later, I was running th e
drama in Toronto, Ontario, when Brother Russell was th e
grand finale speaker, but he didn't get caught behind th e
curtain . The auditorium in Chicago was packed to capacit y
for both of the grand finale discourses .

58

	

THE DAWN



On the Road Agai n

My assignment being completed in Chicago, I was put bac k
on the road, this time not as an operator of part four but as a n
installer of equipment . My first assignment was a t
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where I later learned that the atten-
dance at the drama was exceptionally good . Many, man y
years later I talked with a brother who at that time was a n
elder in the Milwaukee class (he has since finished his cours e
in death), and I asked him what the results of the dram a
showing in Milwaukee turned out to be . He told me that so
far as he knew he was the only one out of the thousands wh o
attended who became interested in the truth . But the resul t
was much better in many other places than in Milwaukee .

From Milwaukee I went to a location midway between St .
Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota, and installed the equip-
ment there . I did not remain for the showing of the drama ,
but I understand they also had a good attendance . Then I
moved on to Winnipeg, Manitoba. There the city provided
only alternating current, but there was a piece of equipmen t
on the market which converted alternating current to direc t
current, and since direct current projected a better picture, a
brother in Winnipeg who was in the electrical business sai d
he would furnish this piece of equipment . It was called a
mercury arc rectifier .

On the Sunday morning when the drama was to open in th e
afternoon, all those concerned were at the theater early to
install the equipment, including the electrician brother wh o
came with his mercury arc rectifier and proceeded to set it u p
back stage . He was doing the necessary wiring, and I wa s
doing mine in the projection booth . We had no communica-
tion between us and, unfortunately, I threw a switch, and th e
current from the building got through to him, seizing him so
tightly by the hands that not until I heard his hollering fo r
help and shut off the electricity did he fall to the floor an d
start to laugh . In any case, the show went on as schedule d
that afternoon, with the mercury arc rectifier doing it s
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called-for work . I learned later that the attendance i n
Winnipeg was excellent, for which I rejoiced . At Winnipeg I
received a telegram from headquarters in Brooklyn to retur n
there at once .

There were no airplanes in those days, so I was faced with a
long train ride—a ride which today would seem deplorable t o
the younger generation . I rode from Winnipeg to Brooklyn b y
way of Toronto and Niagara Falls . At Niagara Falls, New
York, the train was held up for immigration inspection . The
inspector who came into the car in which I was riding aske d
the usual questions, finally getting to the one, "What is you r
employment?" I explained to him that I was a home
missionary worker employed by the Watchtower Society i n
Brooklyn, New York .

That aroused the inspector's curiosity, and probably eve n
doubts . For weeks I had been handling motion picture equip-
ment and my hands, and face too, probably, were far fro m
clean . And in addition to this I had been on the train for fou r
days and the clothing I was wearing was disheveled and
probably showed signs of wear . You could almost read th e
question that passed through his mind, "Is it possible that a
man like this is a home missionary worker?" But w e
continued talking, and despite my dirty hands and face the y
finally decided that I should be permitted to cross the borde r
into the United States .

Arriving at Brooklyn the next day, I inquired of Brother C .
J . Woodworth, who was managing the film operation of th e
Photo Drama, as to why he had brought me from Winnipeg
back to New York. He explained that they had mad e
arrangements to send the Photo Drama of Creation into m y
old home territory, which was Nova Scotia, and that h e
thought I would be glad to serve as the picture operator o n
that assignment . I expressed my appreciation and told him I
would be glad to do so .

I explained further that I had become engaged to a siste r
who was one of the phonograph operators and one of th e
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special group whom Brother Russell had appointed to selec t
the music for the Photo Drama . I said that I would appreciat e
it if we could get married and she could accompany me ; but I
did not want that, nor did she, if it would disrupt the work .
He replied that it would work out just fine ; that a phonograp h
operator had to go along anyway, and it might as well be one
of my own preference .

At the time there was one of the General Conventions o f
the Watchtower being held at Asbury Park, New Jersey ; so
we attended the remainder of that convention and the n
arranged to be married before we went away on our trip .
Ordinarily we would have asked Brother Russell to perfor m
the ceremony for us, but he was away, so we asked Brothe r
Henry Clay Rockwell . It was a private wedding, and almos t
as soon as it was over we boarded a train for the first stop o n
our new schedule, which was London, Ontario .

I served as operator and setup man on this entire trip . Our
next stop was Toronto, Ontario, then Bellville, Ontario, an d
from there we went directly to my home town in Nova Scotia ,
which was Berwick .

Berwick was a small village, and probably still is today . M y
father's sawmill was there, and he had a dream that one day
he would be able to furnish electric lights to all the people i n
Berwick . With this end in view, on setting up the mill h e
arranged for an extra large power unit which consisted of a
fifty horsepower steam engine . My father's dream neve r
came true, largely probably because the citizens of the
village were reluctant to spend their money to wire thei r
homes, but when we got there with the drama we realized
that if there was to be a showing of the drama, we had t o
have electricity .

Brother Samuel Baker accompanied me, and together w e
thought of the power plant in the sawmill . We made som e
investigations and found that we could secure temporaril y
the necessary equipment which we could hook to that plan t
and supply ourselves the needed electric current, which w e

VINEYARD ECHOES

	

61



did, including enough wire to run across the fields to th e
auditorium which, as one sister expressed it, was "only a
biscuit throw away . "

The drama went on according to schedule and we moved o n
to other towns in Nova Scotia and traveled all the way to th e
eastern-most part, which was Cape Breton Island . There we
had a very successful showing of the Drama, both from th e
standpoint of attendance at the time and also from the stand-
point of sustained interest .

From Cape Breton Island we went back to London, Ontario ,
the starting point of this schedule, and there found, to ou r
great joy, that in the few months which had elapsed since w e
were there the first time, new interest had developed in th e
truth, and we were entertained in the home of brethren wh o
had received the truth on our first visit to London .

We then returned to Brooklyn, and about the first morning
at the breakfast table Brother Russell announced the
dismissal of seventy workers, the reason being lack of fund s
to keep the work going . He asked Sister Woodworth and m e
to stay, however, and afterward explained that he would lik e
to have us experiment with various ways of making th e
drama support itself . We did this, but failed all along th e
line .

And while Brother Russell still wanted us to remain in th e
service at Brooklyn, with Sister Woodworth's failing healt h
we felt it better not to do so . Our last showing of the drama i n
the experimental arrangements was at Stroudsburg ,
Pennsylvania . From there we went to Wilmington, Delaware ,
where we set up housekeeping and I got a job . Brothe r
Samuel Baker came and lived with us for a time .
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