


SPEAKERS'

IT I8 desired to make the listing of ‘speakers’ appoint-

ments a greater service to the friends . - generally, and: for.

this reason we are undertaking to Hst the addresses where
the lectures are to be given, a8 well as the hour of the
meetings. It is not possible, of course, to furnish this
information in every instance. We will be glad however,
if the classes belng served by vistting speakers will, it they

50 desire, forward the necessary information to us so that in -

future issues we can give:'a fuller listing of the time and
place of meeting,

BROTHER 8. J. ARNOLD
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention*)

BROTHER T. E. BARKER

BROTHER GIDEON BEILER

Phﬂadelphla Pa. (convention‘) .................. . Oct. 16
ROTHER H. K. BLINN :
Plttsburgh Pa. (Oonventlon') .................. Oct. 20-22

BROTHER C. P BRIDGES

Flint, Mich

BROTH’ER FRED BRIGHT

New Haven, Conn., 19 Elm St., 1030AM .......... AR |
NewLondonOonn Y‘MCA.S M. e e 1
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen Street, 8 B, M. ...l
Paterson, N. J., Prince and Ward sts. 3P M. Oct. 15
BROTHER J. L. COOKE
Brooklyn, N. Y, 100 Remsen Street, 3 P. M. .......... Oct. 1
BROTHER S. C, DE GROOT i
8t. Louis, Mo., (Convention*) .................... Oct. 7, 8
BROTHER H. E. DEITRICH )
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention*) .................. Cet. 20-22
BROTHER anum FAY -
Norristown, Pa,, Wildman’s Hall, 8 P. M.,........... Oct. 8
Ph!ladelphia, Pa. Batley Hall, 2748 Germantown Av. 7:30 ..8
North Brookﬁeld MBSE, .. i e 15
Boston, Mass., 30 Huntington Ave. ..................... 29
BROTHER A. C. FREY
Baltimore, Md. 4 West Bager 8t, SP. M. .............. Oct 8
BROTHER WILLIAM HOLLISTER
Ph!la.delphia. Pa (Convention*).........v.ccevuuuy.n Oct. 15
ROTHER PETER KOLLIMAN
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Oonventlon") .................. Oct, 20-22
BROTHER OSCAR MAGNUSON
Reading, PO, ........tuiianinrarorneianatenearnenas 1
Phlla.delph.la, Pa,, 2748 Germantown Av 7TB30P.M.,..... e 1
terson; N, J., YMCAPrince&Wa.rdSts SPM .8
Phﬂadelphia Pa. (Convention‘) ......... e ey 'i5
Pitteburgh, Pa. (Conventlon®*) .................. Oct. 20-22
BROTHER J, A. MEGGISON.
St. Lowis, Mo. (Convention®) .................." Oct. 7, 8
BROTHER M. C. M'I'I‘CHELL
Ba.ltlmore. Md. ................................... Oct. 22
ROTHER D. J. MOREHOUSE
Loula Mo (Oonventlon') ...... e . T,
Plf.t‘.sburgh . {Convention®*) ,................. Oct. 20-22

BROTHER A. L. MUIR
8t. Johnl'g, é\rewfoundland .

8t. John, N. ia

New Bedford, Mass,
Fall River, Mass. .....

Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention*)
Richmond, Ind. (Convention®*)

Duqueshe, Pa,

Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention*—Junior Program)

APPOINTMENTS

OTHER ARTHUR NEWELL

Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention‘) ................... Oct. 20-22
: BEOTHER C. C. PEOPLES
Za.nesvule, L0 e vesararenasaanananans . Oct. 1
Crooksville, Ohio . . 8
) Nelsonville, Ohilo .. . 8
Fortsmouth, OhIo ..icuriieevtirinriernreessssneaneanan 16
Pittsburgh, "Pa. (C‘ocnvention*) Oct. 20-32
Richmond, INd, ......c.cciiiiiieiininenrntereenneneneonns
Byesvil.le, O, . iiirian. [P . Nov, 12
’JIHER. W. N. POE
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Oonveni;lon‘) .................. Oct. 20-2%
BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK
Pittsburgh, Pa (Oonventlon*) . Oct. 20-22
Detroit, Mich. . 23
Chica.go 1 24
BR()THER EDWIN PROCTDR
C’hiea.go, U Oct. 1
Gary, INA. ... .ioveiiiuiuniritenenunsnrnseoaranaraneanas 2
Indianapolis, Ind. ... e 3
Kirkiin, Ind. .......... fevvseeeracsasasnraserisanonnanan ]
Munele, Ind. .. 0 1T ]
Richmond, IO .....cvvviitvioriionesnnererenscasnnsnans 7
Dayton, Ohdo ......... . .ttt innnnnnnsn enerenen 8
Pigqua, OhMO: ........ . 0iviiiiinennnans et 9
Olncinnat], Ohio . ... oi it iii it iiiie i aevnnens 10 11
Columbus, OBIO ..o intiiireteeneennivesesscnansne 12
Newark, ORIO ... ...coccuirunnnnnenrnrscnraneneananes 138, 14
Nelsonville, Ohlo ...... D 16
Marietta, Ohlo ........ . ieiiiriinnriineanneinnannns 16
Byesville, Oh10- . .......i. ittt iiiireinierairerasssnan 17
East leerpool Ohio .....i.oiniiinrenininnnn. et aneae, e 18
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention*) .........c..covvvus Oct. 20-22
New Bedford, L R 29
BROTHER. C. E. SCHILLER
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention®*) .................. Oet. 20-22
BROTHER M. A STAMULUB
Brooklyn, N. Y., 108 Remsen 8t. , S P.M.......... Oct. 22
BROTHER C, A. S'UNDBOM
Pittshurgh, Pa. (Gonventlon') .................. Oct. 20-22
BROTHER 4. H. L. TRAUTFELTER
Lancaster, Pa. (Conventlon') ....................... Oct. 29
O’I'HER J4. 1. VAN HORNE
East Liverpool, Ohio ................... [N Oct. 8
BROTHER E. G. WALTERS
Lancaster Pa. (Oonventlon‘) ...................... Oct. 29

BROTHER :GEORGE M, WILSON oct. 1
Brapesta, ¥a. '('c'!i)il'véﬁt'iéh" .) ................. areaen .
Rlchmond Ind. (Convention*)

BROTHER W. N, WOODWORTH

Buffalo, N. ¥, .............. ..., et Oct. 1
Cleveland, OhIO ........c..iiiiiriininrraarnnarennnrnna 2
Columbus, OhIo ....... ... it iverrearanananrerinns 8
Dayton, OhIo ..........ciiitiivvuernrnneeieranrsansanss 4
G"inclnnati OO .. i i i it ar e i b
Youls, Mo. (Convention®*) .........coveieieneninnens 7, 8
Philadelphia,, Pa. (Convention*) 2748 Germantown Ave .16
Plttsburgh (Convention*) ................. . Oct. 20-22
Lancaster, Pa. (Convention*).... . .. [ /10 T 29
BROTHER E. G. WYLAM
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Oonvention‘) .................. Oct. 20-22
BROTBER C. W. ZAHNOW
Withee, WIS, ... ... iiiiieiiiiinnnecracanerannenas Oct. 1
t, PAUL, MINN. . ...iittteniiirennnresenseneaaracsnns 8, 4
Maliden Rock Mlnn Gereseresriinstenertrnsanrnantne 6, €
Rochester, Mmn, ...... . . . [l e 7 8
Tomah, Wis. .......... feaeniieianan Cenearaeaeneaa ... 9
Madison, WIS, ... . vl iiieilnietnnernnaranraans 10
Rockford, NL. .......... vt et e 11
Batavia, IIIIIl ......................................... 12, %g
0, Crretr it e te e e ea e e b easeaasinas P
(Ghicag}oshm’ In ..................................... 16, 17
Wheeling, W. Va. territory..........ocooiivinieiineen. 18-32G
Johnston, Ohio ........ e vsesetese e sererasae
Warren, OhJO . ...... . iviiiiivnevennrsnesasroans creeess 24
Akron, Ohio .........,.. s a s e e aar e nesieranenny 26, 26
Newark, Ohio .........vcvevinnninn e es e anesas 27
Richmond, Ind. (Conventlon.‘) ....................... 28, 29

BROTHER RAY KRUPA
Plttsburgh Pa. (Convention*—Junior Program) ..

BROTHER C. LANOWICK
..Oct. 20-22

e BROTHER DAVID MIRKU
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention*—Junior Program)

BROTHER LEO POSKONKA
Pittaburgh Pa. (Convention*——Junior Program) ..Oct. 20-22

. *See. Convention Announcements on page 33

..Oct. 20-23
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THIS MONTH

NEWS AND VIEWS

This Changing Werld

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL

The Holy City—Some thoﬁghts underlying the Bible's
use of the term city to symbolize a Kingdom.

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Lord, To Whom Shall We Go?—In this day of confus-
ion it is important that the Lord’s people know the
voice of their Lord and follow Him. This article is
calculated to help along this line.

The Spirit of Giving
Consider the Lilies

The Philosophy of the Ransom and the Sin-Offering—
the last of a series of articles on this general subject.
Consider Him

God’s Loving Care

The Narrow Way—The first of a series of articles deal-

ing with the manner in which God directs His conse-
crated people in their journey to the Kingdom.

INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

The Temptations of Jesus (Oct. 15)
The Citizens of the Kingdom (Oct. 22)
Beverage Alcohol and Social Progress (Oct. 29)
Righteousness in the Kingdom (Nov. 5)
Putting God’s Kingdom First (Nov. 12)

CHILDREN’S HOUR

Jesus, the Son of God

TALKING THINGS OVER

Our Privileges Today

The Annual Convention at Pittsburgh
Work Proceeding on Scripture Studies
“Good Hopes” Report

i
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18
19
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23
23
24

26

27

29
30
31
32

NEXT MONTH

WATCHMAN,
WHAT OF THE NIGHT?

This is a very dark period for
the world, yet there is much proph-
etic evidence that we are living
in the dawn of the new day. How
is this apparent paradox to be ex~
plained? Are we truly at the be-
ginning of a new age? If so, why
the world’s present trouble? Does:
the return of. Christ at first bring
additional trouble to the world?
These are some of the questions ta
be discussed in this forthcoming
article.

* % *

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY
What is Christian liberty? How-
does its proper use effect our:
service of God, and our fellowship.
with the brethren? What does the-
Bible say about liberty? We trust

. -that the article discussing these

questions will prove to be a bless~
ing to many.

* 0 * *

WALKING IN THE TRUTH

This article points out the vast
difference between merely having
a knowledge of the truth, and
walking in the truth by bringing
our whole lives into harmony with
its precepts.

* * *

LOVE IS KIND

1 Corinthians 13 tells us many
important things about love, and
one of them is that “Love is kind.”
The objective of this article is to
show the necessity of blending
kindness with the other elements
of love in order that the full ex—
pression of this divine attribute
may be reflected in our lives.
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THIS CHANGING WORLD

WITHIN the last few weeks the world has once
again been brought face to face with the horrors
of war—a war which, as always, has been precip-
itated by the lustful desires of agressor nations to
acquire for themselves territory, or power, or
prestige held by others. It is but a repetition of
what has been recurring among nations ever since
there were nations. It is different now only in
the sense that modern implements of war make it
more horrible and that the present struggle has
a vastly different objective than that which hereto-
fore has caused nations to fly at each other’s
throats.

The present war is the more surprising because
‘of the fact that such heroic efforts were put forth
in the first World War to make it a “war to end
wars.” Surely every lover of truth and righteous-
ness and mercy longs to see an end, not only of
war itself, but also of the causes of war. The sym-
pathies of these will go out to all who are made
the victims of war. But Christians, who have
faith in the Bible as the inspired Word of God, will
want to look into its pages to learn the <1gn1ﬁcance
of world developments, and for an assurance that
universal and lasting peace is yet to be established
in the earth,

The futility of looking to human w1sdom for a
way out of the dark is becoming more and more
apparent! Some months ago a British magazine
referred to the tangled affairs of the world as the
,“‘crazy-quilt politics of the nations;” Just how
“crazy” they are was emphasized recently by the
reactlons of other nations, when Japan and Russia
agreed to stop fighting each other. Commenting on
this, a news reporter said that the paradox of it
was in the fact that many of the major nations on
two hemispheres were thrown into consternation
because two other great nations had made peace.
Naturally, we should expect that the making of
peace between any two nations would be a cause
for rejoicing on the part of the whole world.

" But while from the standpoint of the casual ob-
server the ever-changing scenes in international
affairs may seem to be haphazard and contradic-
tory, a closer analysis reveals that such is not
really the case; for out of all the confusion of dizzy
¢hanges, a definite form is taking shape—a form

which is sinister, and to those unacquainted with

‘camp of the “totalitarian” states.

the prophecies of the Bible, terrifying. It is this
breaking down of the old and traditional line-ups
of the nations, and the solidifying of new, totalitar-
ian fronts that makes the present struggle among
the nations really different from the war of 1914.

Many students of prophecy, believing that we
are living in the end of the Gospel age, and that
the war of 1914 marked the beginning of a transi-
tion period during which the established orde rof
that day would gradually give place to the full es-
tablishment of Christ’s Kingdom, understood the
Scriptures to indicate that the transition would be
marked by three general phases of trouble which
they believed would be war, revolution, and finally
a complete breakdown of human authority in a
brief period of practically  world-wide anarchy.
With this outlook in mind, many held that there
wouldn’t be another “World War.”  We believe,
that, in spite of what we see going on in the world
today, this view is correct.

Words are often ﬁex1ble in meamng, and they
are often used in an accommodated sense. That
is true with the word “war.” We call that which
is happening in Europe today a “war,” but actual-
ly, when viewed in its true light, it is but the cli-
max to a revolutionary period through which the
world has béen passing ever since the ¢lose of the
World War. During this period revolutions have
occurred within many of the nations of Europe, and
elsewhere. Russia was the first major nation to
be effected. Then Italy and Germany joined the
Smaller states
also experienced changes of government.

For a while these changes were limited to individ-
val nations. The details of the new governments

“taking control of these nations varied to suit the

viewpoints and ambitions of the individuals re;
sponsible for them. It wasn’t long, however, be-
fore these new totalitarian states learned, what
other nations long ago learned, that in this modern
age of world-wide intercourse and commerce, they
could not exist as individual entities. They found
it necessary to make pacts of one kind or other,
commercial and military, with. other nations.

To begin with, alliances were formed between
revolutionized governments and the old-line gov-
ernments. . Each of the totalitarian states angled
in the world’s political pond with the view of fur-
thering 'i/tS ‘own ends regardless of the interests of
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other nations, whether totalitarian or democratic.
They are, of course, still doing this; but apparently
the totalitarian states have decided that the inter-
est of each of them is to be served the best if they
all pull together against the nations still remain-
ing democratic.

This means that the revolutionary spirit which
has changed forms of governments within individ-
ual nations has now broadened its sphere of opera-
tion until it has become international in scope.
That is to say, what we call the second world war.
is in reality a gigantic revolution, in which the
combining forces of nations already revolution-
ized are attempting to break the power and pres-
tige of the other nations of earth and thereby to
establish the totalitarian idea world-wide. This
fact is becoming more and more apparent to all
close observers, and the nations involved in the
struggle are not blind to it.

Great Britain, through her authoritative snokes-
men, has made it clear that she will continue to
fight until “Hitlerism” is smashed. She feels that
the only way to put an end to ruthless aggression
is to destroy the government responsible for it.
France feels the same way about it. So we can see,
that while minor pretexts such as the adjustment
of boundaries, etc., are used as the immediate ex-
cuse for war, the real struggle is centered around
the issue of governments, in order to determine
whether the revolutionary changes that have taken
place within some of the nations are to become
world wide in scope, or not. Not only do we have
the declared intentions of Great Britain and
France to substantiate this view, but individual
statesmen and writers also see this to be the funda-
mental issue involved in the present “war.” On
this point Heywood Broun, writer in the New York
Word Telegram, says:

“No longer should it be said that this is purely an
Furopean brawl between nations quarreling over
minor boundary liffes. It is a clash between wholly
divergent philosophies of life, government, internation-
al law, and even religion. We face the very acute
danger of a totalitarian world. Democracy, at the
moment, is decidely on the defensive, and one of the
best reasons in the world why we should not come in
as an active participant is the simple fact that an
American expeditionary force would be no more than
a drop in the bucket when the nature of the present
tides is realized. But we certainly cannot afford to
be neutral in thought unless we are preparing to say
that the ideals which we have cherished have been
outmoded by the weight of aggression.”

Notice, Mr. Broun mentions that even religion is
involved in the present revolutionary struggle of
the nations. This fact also is becoming more and
more apparent. Commenting on Russia’s invas-
ion of Poland, the editor of the Vatican newspaper,
1.'Osservatore Romano, in a front page editorial
September 18th, declares that Poland is not finish-
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ed by the German and Russian invasions, and then
adds:

“All those know this and believe it who are attached
to the Poles by the same faith, and who know the

.danger which, with the fate of their country, threatens

the Catholicism that is the thought of European and
world civilization.” :

This brief hint by a Vatican spokesman reveals
what is in the minds of thousands of both Catholic

- and Protestant leaders, namely, that the present

struggle not only is one of totalitarianism against
democracy, but also of anti-church forces against.
crganized churchianity. These two issues in large
measure blend into one for the reason that churchi-
anity has, throughout the centuries, been such a
potential element in Western Civilization.

Viewed from this standpoint, the otherwise ap-
parently paradoxical things that are happening
begin to seem logical and rational, even though
they are sinister and threatening. Italy, Germany,
Russia, and. Japan, are totalitarian in government
—Japan, perhaps, to a little lesser degree than the
others. In varying degrees the governments of
these states are either openly opposed to churchi-
anity, or have so little respect for it that they do
not seriously consider the moral ethics of the
church as of sufficient importance to deter them
from carrying out their selfish designs for world
domination.

It seems logical then, and the obvious thing;
that nations holding these viewpoints should find
ways and means of temporarily working together
for their common interests. We well remember
the difficulty the Archbishop of Canterbury had
earlier this year in explaining why Great Britain
should seek the aid of anti-church, Russia in hold-
ing back the pagan forces of Germany in order
to assure the continuance of the professed Chris-
tian Empire of Britain. The Pope saw the dif-
ficulties involved, and in all his efforts to arrange
peace conferences among the nations he has con-
sistently ignored Russia. We cite these things, not
by way of criticism. Human wisdom has been
taxed to find a solution for the difficulties which
only God is able to solve; and certainly this is no
time to harshly criticize anyone who, we must as-
sume, has been making sincere efforts to avert an
international catastrophe.

Nothing can be gained, however, by failing or
refusing to analyze the facts as they appear; and
these facts are, that the two opposing forces of the
world are now lining up logically for a final show-
down of strength. At last the old-line govern-
ments, and the church alike, are realizing that it is
futile and disastrous to attempt protective alli~
ances with those whose viewpoints and ideology
are so hopelessly at variance with their owm.
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“Rirds of a feather flock together,” and this is
true of the vulture-like nations now combining
in an effort to bring the whole world within the
sphere of their totalitarian and anti-church influ-
ence. . ,

This, then, is what the war is all about. Itis a
revolutionary war, fought on the one side to pro-
mote a new—but few think a better—world order;
and on the other side to maintain the old order.
And this world revolution did not, by any means,
start on September lst, when Hitler began his
march into Poland. No, its inception sprang from
seeds sown in the World War, and it became man-
ifest in the overthrow of the church-state govern-
ment of Russia, and has continued to develop
within individual nations ever since. What hap-
pened at the beginning of September, 1939, was a
move caleulated, through co-ordinated efforts of
the totalitarian states, to pit totalitarianism against
democracy in what may conceivably become a
world-wide struggle—a world revolution. Man-
kind is too enlightened to long permit oppressive
dictatorships to rule, either nationally or interna-
tionally. Hence, even though it is possible that
there may be a temporary success of arms on the
part of the dictators, the end of a prolonged strug-
gle must inevitably result in a breaking of their
iron grip upon the people; followed, necessarily by
general chaos while the world attempts a readjust-
ment.

This view of the significance of world develop-
ments since 1914 seems to harmonize with the
prophetic picture. In Luke 21:10 we are told that
“Nation shall rise against nation, and Kingdom
against Kingdom.” This would seem to well de-
scribe the general rising up of the nations in the
World War. The next verse, describing the after-
math of the war, says: “And great earthquakes
[revolutions] shall be in divers places, and famines
and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs
shall there be. from heaven.” As noted in our
summary of world developments, revolutions in
various places did occur following the war. There
were also literal famines and pestilences of dev-
astating proportions.

Now note the similarity of this language with
that of Revelation 16:17-20, where the picture
seems to be carried a little further forward. We
quote: “And the seventh angel poured out his
vial into the air; and there came a great voice out
of the temple of heaven from the throne, saying,
It is done. And there were voices and thunders
and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake
Irevolution], such as was not since men were upon
the earth, so mighty an earthquake and so great.
And the great city was divided into three parts.
And the cities of the nations fell; and great Baby-

The Dawn

lon came into remembrance before God, to give
unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of
His wrath. And every Island fled away, and the
mountains were not found.”

Some of the details of this prophecy are not yet
fully understandable, but there seems little doubt
concerning the significance of the “great earth-
quake.” The fact that it is said to be greater than
any earthquake since men have been upon the
earth seems to fit with Daniel’s prophecy of the
“time of trouble” which follows the standing up of
Michael, which, according to the prophet, is also
said to eclipse anything that has ever occured
“since there was a nation.” (Dan. 12:1.) Jesus
quoted this prophecy, as we know, and applies it
to the end of the age. Jesus’ assurance that there
would never be a repetition of the trouble locates
it. as the culmination of the great struggle with
which the age ends.

This “great earthquake,” then, seems to com-
prehend the “earthquakes in divers places,” as we
have seen them develop in the last 25 years, and
blend them into one gigantic earthquake, or revo-
lution, which we see taking place now. Included
in this prophetic description of events is a mention
of symbolic Babylon, indicating that in this “great
earthquake” she will meet her doom. The facts
now visible indicate the fulfilment of this prophecy
also. As each of the individual “earthquakes in
divers places” occurred, Babylon has suffered the
loss of power and prestige, and now, as the strug-
gle reaches larger proportions, she stands to lose
all.

The importance of these things to the Christian
is not alone in being able to fit events with the
prophetic pictures—this, of course helps to stim-
ulate a great faith and confidence in the prophe-
cies——but even more important is the fact that see-
ing the marvelous progress in world events helps
us to locate ourselves on the stream of time, and
getting this location, it becomes evident that the
full culmination of the age is drawing very near,
and hence that the Kingdom will ere long make it-
self manifest to the people in terms of peace and
happiness and everlasting life.

This, the final outcome, is the thing that should
continue to rejoice our hearts. And with our
hopes centered upon the Lord’s ability to cause
even the wrath of men to praise Him, we can view
the tragic events with which we are surrounded
dispassionately, and with hearts filled with sym-
pathy for the poor, groaning creation in their
struggle for the right to live in peace and security,
knowing that out of the revolutionary changes
now in progress will ultimately come that divine
government for which all Christians have re-
peatedly prayed.
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Rev. 21: 2 -5.

“And I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.”

—Rev, 21:2.

AMONG the many symbolisms
used by God to illustrate the Mes-
sianic Kingdom promised by Him,
is that of a “City.” The prophetic
line of promise in which the ecity
symbolism is used can be picked up
here and there throughout the Bible
beginning early in the Old Testa-
ment. In our text, the apostle tells
us of seeing, in vision, this City
“coming down from God out of heav-
en.” While this was but a vision,

" nevertheless it served to ‘assure
John and us that God has not for-
gotten His promises, and that, in due
time, the prayer of His people “Thy
Kingdom come,” will actually be
answered, and that His will shall
supercede that of fallen, selfish man
throughout the whole earth.

The symbols used by God to il-
lustrate the various features of His
plan are always peculiarly appro-
priate, but in order to appreciate the
significance of the lessons taught by
them it is necessary, so far as pUs-
sible, to take into consideration the
ancient usages of the terms and ob-
jects employed. There is not much
in a modern city, or the thoughts
associated with it, that adequately
illustrates the Kingdom of God; ex-
cept it be the well-known capital
cities of the world such as Washing-
ton, London, Berlin, Rome, etc.
These cities, of course; are instantly
associated in our minds with the
thought of government.

The Holy City

Very ancient cities, such as existed
in the time of Abraham, differed
widely from the cities of today. The
original cities of the earth were fre-
quently made up largely of the de-
scendants of a single family. We
are told, for example, that Cain went
into the land of Nod and built a
“city.” It is evident that the peo-
ple of this city were largely the
descendants of Cain. Frequently,
also, the family that established a
city in those ancient times was
lIooked up to as the governing au-
thority in the city and in the sur-
rounding territory dominated by the
city. Of Nimrod, for example, it is
said that, “The beginning of his
kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and
Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar.” (Gen. 10:10.) Apparently
Nimrod established quite an empire,
which was governed from these var-
ious cities mentioned.

As the population of the earth in-
‘reased, naturally more and more
cities came into existence that were
merely trade and industrial centers,
made up of mixed groups and fre-
quently mixed nationalities. As this
condition increased certain’ specific
cities were singled out and looked
to as the centers of government. In
these cities the ruling families of
the nations lived, and there they
made the laws which were to govern
the peoples who lived within the
sphere of influence of these various
capital cities. Thus we have Baby-
lon, the capital city of the Babylon-
ian Empire. Among the descendants
of Abraham, through Isaac and Ja-
cob, Jerusalem was recognized as
the capital city.

From this, then, we can see two
special thoughts associated with an
ancient “city.” (1) It was the seat
of government, and (2) The govern-
ing authority centered in the family
that founded the city. The combin-
ation of these two thoughts forms
an important part of the symbolism
of the city as it is employed by the
Lord in connection with His prom-
ises of the righteous government
which He will establish in the earth.

Right at the time that our first
parents transgressed the divine law,
God made a promise of the coming
Kingdom of righteousness, indicat-
ing that it would be established
through a “seed”— the seed of the
woman, which was to “bruise” the
serpent’s head. Later, God ampli-
fied this promise by saying to Abra-
ham, “In thee and in thy seed shall
all the families of the earth be bless-
ed.” (Gen. 12:1-3; 22:17, 18.) Ab-
raham, not knowing the full signif-
icance of this promise, took it to
mean that God, through him, would
start a new ruling family, or house,
which would build a city, and that
out from that city would emanate
influences that would bless all the
other “families” of the earth.,

That Abraham did have some
such thought in mind is indicated
by the words of the apostle in He-
brews 11:9, 10, which reads: “By
faith he [Abraham] sojourned in
the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise: for he
looked for a eity which hath founda-
tions, whose builder and maker is
God.” There is no record in the
Old Testament that God used the
term city when making promise to
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Abraham; so it evident that the

promise of the “seed,” and of the
work of blessing on behalf of other
families, was taken by him to mean
that through his seed a new “city”
would be established to take control
over all other peoples and their city
arrangements. Believing this prom-
ise, he was willing to leave the city
of Ur, forsaking any rights and
privileges he might enjoy there, and
become a dweller in tents, until such
time as God, through him, would
" establish this new city.

And Abraham had evidence that
God was taking a hand in connec-
tion with the promised seed. This
was apparent in the birth of Isaac.
Isaac was, in fact, born as a result
of a miracle. From this, and other
outstanding evidences of God’s favor
relating to the “seed,” it was logical
for Abraham to loock for a “city”
whose “builder and maker is God.”
Had he not seen the definite evi-
dence that God was directing the
development of this new ruling
house? And, from Abraham’s view-
point, this new ruling house, of
which he supposedly was to be the
head, must needs have a city from
which to operate.

Promise Not Fulfilled to Abraham

Abraham, however, as the apostle
explains, “died in faith, not having
received the [fulfilment of] the
promise.” (Heb. 11:13, 39.) But the
descendants of Abraham clung to
the hope centered in the promise
made to him. They believed that in
that promise was a foundation for
belief that one day they should be-
come the ruling nation of earth. It
was evidently this that Jacob had
in mind when he bought the birth-
right from Esau. At different times
in the experiences of Abraham’s
natural seed, the nation assumed a
place of importance in the world,
particularly, for example, during
the reign of Solomon; yet at no
time did they come anywhere near
dominating the world and estab-
lishing a kingdom of blessing to sup-
ercede all other kingdoms.

The promise of kingship was con~
fined to but one of the tribes—the
tribe of Judah. Thus the hope was
entertained that out from this tribe
would be raised up the future King
of earth; and doubtless each family
in this tribe must have entertained
the hope that it would become the

royal family in the Kingdom which
God had promised.

But, while God will have special
blessings to bestow upon the natur-
al seed of Abraham, and will use
them in outstanding ways in the
final set-up of His new Kingdom,
yet when we come over to the New
Testament we learn that the new
ruling family of earth is actually to
be headed, not by Abraham, but by
God, and Christ as the “seed” of
promise through which the bless-
ings of the Kingdom will reach the
people—“Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made. He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed,
which is Christ.”—Gal. 3:16.

The Family of God

While Abraham looked for a city
whose builder and maker is God, he
did not comprehend the full sense
in which God was to be the Builder
of that city; for lo, we discover that
this new ruling house is to be God’s
own family, made up of Jesus, His
beloved Son, who, under the Father,
is to be head over an entire house
of God’s sons. (Heb. 3:4-6.) Thus
seen, the real “seed” that God had
in mind when He made that won-
derful promise to Abraham was
Jesus, and, associated with Him, His
church, who, being brought into the
divine family are also “Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the
promise.”—Gal. 3:27-29.

For nearly two thousand years
God has been building this wonder-
ful “City.” That is, He has been
calling out from the world those
who have been willing to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus, and these He
has been making His sons, bringing
them right into His immediate fam-
ily, and preparing them to be the
new royal family of earth. Jesus,
the first begotten Son of the Heav-
enly Father being the Head over
this new ruling house, the world of
mankind is assured that the ruler-
ship of the Kingdom will be admin-
istered in love, because the great
King that will reign over them is
He who so loved them as to lay
down His life in order that they
might have the opportunity to live.

The Holy City—the Bride

In Revelation 21 the symbolism of
the “City” is associated with that of
a woman, who is represented as the
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“bride” of the “Lamb.” This is
clearly shown from the account in
verses 9 and 10. The angel said to
John, “Come hither, I will show
thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. . . .
and he . .. shewed me that great
city, the holy Jerusalem, descend-
ing out of heaven from God.” We
are not to get the thought that the
Holy City, as the bride of Christ,
will function as a governmental ag-
ency apart from Christ Himself, be
cause later in the chapter we learn
that the “Lamb” is the light of the
city, and also, the “temple” of the
city.

To get the full force of this com-
bined symbolism of the city and the
bride it is helpful to keep in mind
the sequence of events as outlined
in a general way in the closing
chapters of the book of Revelation.
Doing this we find that the Holy
City isn’t the only city that John
saw in this vision, nor is the bride
of the Lamb the only symbolic wo-
man seen by him.

The Unhely City and the Harlot

Beginning with the 14th chapter
of Revelation we find allusions to
a great symbolic city called Baby-
lon. This symbolism, like that of
the Holy City, is also combined with
that of a woman. Just as it was ex-
plained to John that the bride was
the Holy City, the New Jerusalem,
so it had previously been explained
to him that this other woman which
he had seen in his vision was “that
great city, which reigneth over the
kings of the earth.”—Rev. 17:18.

However, this other woman was
not a bride, but a harlot. She was
not married to the Lamb, but in-
stead had committed “fornication
with the kings of the earth.”” The
17th chapter symbolically describes
the agencies that the Lord uses to
destroy this false woman; and in in-
troducing this description the angel
says to John: “Come hither; I will
shew unto thee the judgment of the
great whore that sitteth upon many
waters; with whom the kings of the
earth have committed fornication,
and the inhabitants of the earth
have been made drunk with the wine
of her fornication.”—Rev. 17:1, 2.

There seems to be little doubt as
to the proper identification of this
harlot. It is a matter of record that
for centuries a powerful ecclesiasti-
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cal system dominated the nations of
Europe, and was united with the
rulers of these nations in an unholy
alliance of church and state. We
say an “unholy” alliance because it
was contrary to the instructions of
the Master. God's plan was for the
church to wait for the return of her
Lord, to be then united with
Him in marriage, thus becoming
His bride. Therefore, for His pro-
fessed people to unite with civil
rulers constituted spiritual fornica-
tion.

In the contrasting of this unholy
city with the Holy City, we get a
better idea of the meaning of the
symbolisms, in that we have in a
measure an illustration of what is
meant. In the unholy city the Pope,
as the claimed vicegerent of Christ,
represents the Lamb. Jesus, in the
new Kingdom, and through the
Holy City, will exercise civil au-
thority over the affairs of all na-
tions. But the Pope, having no
power of his own, obtained it by
causing the church to be united
with the kings of the earth. Herein
was the harlotry of this iniquitous
system. In order to carry out her
pretentious claims of authority,
wars were waged between the var-
ious nations, etc.; and of this the
record declares that the nations were
made “drunk by the wine of her
fornication”—that is, by the false
doctrine of church and state.

Babylon Destroyed

As John watches the vision pro-
gress, however, he sees this woman-
city destroyed, and her body given

to the burning fames. Finally, also,
the agencies used by the Lord to
bring about her destruction “go into
perdition.” Then, all selfish human
authority in the earth, civil eccles-
iastical, destroyed; and—as shown
in Revelation 19—the marriage of
the true church with the Lamb hav-
ing taken place, John then sees the
“Holy City” come down from God
to take the place of the unholy city
now destroyed.

While the unholy woman is shown
to sit upon a “beast,” and to be
united with the beastly govern-
ments of the earth, the “bride, on
the contrary, is united in marriage
with the “Lamb”—the Lamb which
had been slain as the Redeemer of
the world. While all previous gov-
ernments of the earth have more or
less exploited the people, and have
seldom, if ever, had as their chief
motive the welfare and blessing of
their subjects, this new government,
the Holy City, will have as its chief
objective the blessing of all the fam-
ilies, or nations of the earth. And
the blessings will not be merely of
a temporary character—they will be
permanent blessings, having been
made available through the redemp-
tive work of the sldin Lanb.

No More Death

That the promised “blessings”
which Abraham expected to come
through the city for which he look-
ed, are to be blessings of life, is
clearly shown by the account. John
states that after this heaven-built
city comes' down from God, “there
shall be no more death, neither snr-
row nor crying, neither shall there

be any more pain: for the forme
things are passed away.”

We will not here take time to
study the details of the size and
construction of this city as shown
in the succeeding verses of the
chapter. Its twelve gates, ete., are
all a part of the important symbol-
isms. Suffice it to note that in verse
24 it states “The nations [“of them
which are saved,” spurious] shall
walk in the light of it: and the kings.
of the earth do bring their glory
into it.” This seems to complete-
the fulfilment of the promise made.
to Abraham.

To him God said, “In thy seed
shall all the families of the earth
be blessed.” Paul, in translating
this into the Greek, renders it “na—
tions” instead of families. From
the standpoint of families and na-
tions in Abraham’s day, the thought
is the same. A nation, for the most
part, was composed of a single fam—
ily, the ruling branch thereof, con-
stituting the governmental author-
ity of the whole.

So when we see the divine fam-.
ily, glorified, and constituted a Holy
City (we are assured that the na-.
tions shall walk in the light of it;:
and that, instead of longer strivinhg:
to increase their own honor and
prestige in the world through pow-
er politics and other selfish means,
they “will ‘bring their glory” into
this Holy City. Thus seen, they
will be blessed by walking in the
light of the Holy City, and each and
all will bow to the authority of the-
new Kingdom in which Christ wilk

‘be King of kings and Lord of lords.

PRESENT TRUTH LITERATURE .

HYMNS OF DAWN, With and Without Music.
These are the original Hymns of Millennial Dawn.
With music, bound in blue cloth, red edges—single
copies 85 cents; 15 to 100, 73 cents each; 100 or more,
65 cents each. Without music, bound in limp cloth—

single copies 15 cents; 10 to 50 copies, 12 cents each;

50 copies or more, 10 cents each.

THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES. Blue cloth
binding, regular book size—single copies 50 cents; 10

copies or more, 30 cents each.

ZIONISM IN PROPHECY. 64 pages, attractive
paper binding—20 cents each; 7 copies $1; 50 or more

copies, 10 cents each.

DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA. Contains originall
texts and comments. Also ruled pages for autographs.
Cloth binding, red edges—50 cents each; De Tuxe
Binding, stamped in gold, and gold edges—$1 each.

* * *

VEST-POCKET SERIES

Godl 'and Reason. 128 ‘pages—5 cents.
‘Hope Beyonid the Grave,
‘What Is Man? 64 pages—5 cents.

128 ‘pages—5 cents.

The Day ‘of Jehovah. 64 pages—5 cents.

The Truth About Hell.
The Coming World Dictator.
icopies 5 cents; 5 or more copies—2 cents each.

64 pages— 5 cents.
32 pages—single:



Lord, to Whom
Shall We Go?

“Then Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom

shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.”
John 6:68. ‘

VER since the world war ended it has
become more apparent to thinking people
that the world has entered into a new age.
: Old customs have been discarded, prece-
dents have been smashed, and the old arrange-
ment of orderly procedure has been cast aside.
Instead of the people ruling through their repre-
sentatives, the world has seen the growth of na-
tionalism, together with the ruling power in the
hands of single individuals, with consequent re-
strictions upon liberty of thought and action. Our
daily papers, magazines, and the radio are filled
with the clash of ideas, with the seeming success
going to those holding ideological theories backed
by force.

During this same period the world has witnessed
a phenomenal increase in knowledge, science and
invention, which, if really made use of, would
liberate the human family from much of its bond-
age. Alas, selfishness and sin are still rampant,
and these very blessings of the Lord are being
turned into instruments of destruction, morally and
rhysically, and thus the downfall of the Gentile
kingdoms is being hastened. How glad we are
that we can see these things, because they speak
to us of the near approach of that wonderful King-
dom of God under the whole heavens.

While all this is true of the world in general.
the same period has witnessed 'a general spirit of
unrest and dissatisfaction amongst the Lord’s peo-
ple in "general. There has been a growing feeling
uvon the part of some that they have outlived the
Gospel message of the Harvest and this makes
them ready to listen to new “voices” which pur-
port to be the truth. We should be on guard lest
we find ourselves following that which leads us
away from the Lord.

It will be reecalled that the chapter from which
our text is taken has to do with setting forth the
various “voices” which call to us, and then point-
ing out the true “voice” of the real Shepherd.
(John 10:3-5.) Not all ave able to hear and rec-
ognize the Shepherd’s voice in the present time;
the majority in the world are deaf to it, however
acute their hearing may be as respects the in-

ducements held out to them by the world, the
flesh and the devil.

The opening of our ears, however, to hear the
good tidings, of which Christ is the center, does
not, in itself, close them to the various voices of
selfishness, ambition, pride, avarice and vainglory;
as well as the other voices proceeding from the
world, the flesh and the devil. It would seem,
indeed, that, after accepting us to be His sheep,
and after giving us some opportunity to learn the
sound of the Shepherd’s voice—the voice of truth
—we will be exposed to the various voices which
would call us away from our Shepherd, and from
following in His footsteps. How true it is that only -
a few follow on day by day to know the Shepherd
more fully, and, ultimately, with Him, to reach the
heavenly kingdom.

Our text has to do with a sifting amongst the
disciples. During the earlier part of our Lord’s
ministry the people followed Him closely, and
the officers of the chief priests and Pharisees sent
to apprehend Him, said, “Never man spake like
this man,” and large crowds followed Him. (John
7:46.) But as His ministry came to a close, the
jealousy and animogity of the leaders of the Jews
began to manifest itself, and the chapter before
us tells us that many of His hearers were leaving
Him. Hear His words: “Therefore said I unto
you, that no man can come unto Me, except it
were given unto Him of My Father. From that
time many of His disciples went back, and walked
no motre with Him. Then said Jesus unto the
twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter

‘answered Him, Lord, to' whom shall we go? Thou

hast the words of eternal life.”

Such siftings and testings of the Lord’s péople
have been in progress throughout the Gospel age,
and still continue. Many have directly or indirect-
ly, intentionally or unintentionally, repudiated the
Great Shepherd, His leadings and His instruction.
Some, because they have paid attention to the
anathemas of the religious people of their day;
some. because they did not properly understand
His teachings; and others, because His teaching
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drew the line too sharply between righteousness
and sin, between God and Mammon; and we may
understand, as literal, the Lord’s statement that
eventually only a “little flock” will be found
worthy of the heavenly kingdom.

How all-important it is that we have our minds
thoroughly made up respecting the voice that we
will follow—for “a double minded man is unstable
in all his ways.” (Jas. 1:8.) We “cannot serve God
and mammon,” however much we try. We cannot
hear and obey the voice of Satan and sin and the
world and self and the flesh, and at the same time
hear and obey the voice of the true Shepherd,
the voice of truth, the voice of love.

In order that the decision may be the proper
one, and in order that it may be the final decision,
from which we will not think to turn, it is well
that we should note the different voices calling us,
and to what they lead. We will not notice these
voices as they appeal to the world in general, but
merely as they appeal to those who have already
heard the voice of the Good Shepherd. They as-
sume that they will not antagonize our faithfulness
to the Shepherd, but that they will cooperate.
The Shepherd however, declares that this will
not be the case; that the selfish voices of the world
are calling, influencing, drawing away from Him
and the path in which He leads His sheep.

THE VOICE OF WEALTH

There are three voices we particularly wish to
mention that come from the world in general
The first is wealth. This voice holds out to us its
golden charms, and promises great things. The
suggestion is that the individual should not take
his religion too seriously and that while religious
zeal is all right in its way, still it should not inter-
fere with the effort to acquire wealth. After all,
with the possession -of wealth, what great things
could be done in the furtherance of the Lord’s
cause! In order to acquire this wealth, it might
be necessary to give up some religious practices
for a little while, but just as soon as the wealth
has been acquired, then this individual could pur-
sue the Lord and His ways with redoubled energy.

It is to be regretted that so many in our day have
given heed to this voice. Well does the Apostle
say: “The love of money is the root of all evil:
which, while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows.” (1 Tim. 6:10.) Here the
apostle says that it is not wealth that is the evil,
but the love of it, which love draws away from the
Lord and our covenant by sacrifice. This love
of earthly wealth absorbs the heart affections,
takes one away from the truth and its service,
and is one of the snares few are able to resist and
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overcome and bring into subjection to the divine
will.
THE VOICE OF WORLDLY EXPERIENCE

Another voice is fame, the moving principle
being the desire to be highly esteemed among men.
To those who have embarked on the narrow way
of self-denial, self-abasement, there is the con-
tinual temptation of self approbation—a desire to
stand out in the crowd, to gain honor and worldly
renown. Those who give heed to this voice sel-
dom ever attain to fame in any considerable
measure. This false voice leads to false hopes.
soon shattered in death, if not before. Heeding this
voice would lead us from the path of humility and
obedience to the divine will and self-abasement in
the divine service. :

Then there is the voice calling to worldly pleas-
ure, and as we look around to see the millions
gratifying their desires along this line, there is a
great drawing to go with the crowd. In the years
prior to the World War, the Lord’s people walked
very circumspectly; they kept themselves separate
from the world and its spirit; they walked in the
Narrow Way. In these later years, however, there
would appear to be a greater pressure being
brought upon the consecrated to let down the bars,
and to lean towards some of the more innocent
pleasures of the world. Some may think we have
been too strict in the past, or they may think they
can give a witness for the Lord wherever they may

- go. It might be well to check on ourselves to see

if we quite readily find it convenient to partici-
pate in some form of “recreational” pleasure, yet
discover that there are many “hindrances” to our
attending Bible study and testimony meetings.
In every newspaper and magazine there is a con-~
stant dinning into our ears of the need for recrea-
tion, and very often such appeals find lodgement in
the hearts of the consecrated, and when they fol-
low such a voice too far it leads away from the
path of self-denial and self-sacrifice into the path
of making our sacrifice to death as easy a thing as
possible.

How many efforts all of the Lord’s people have
made to blend or mix the pleasures of the world
with the heavenly joys, only to find that they will
not blend, and that true happiness for those who
will abide in Christ and follow in His footsteps,
means the rejection of all pleasures which have
a sinful combination or tendency. The only pleas-
ures which the new creature can truly enjoy are
those in which our Lord can be our companion,
those which we can discuss with Him and in which
we can enjoy His fellowship.
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THE VOICE OF LEADERSHIP

In the life of the consecrated there are three
main voices calling to us which bear worth-while
discussion. The first is that of leadership. In
the former days of the Harvest work, there was a
manifest desire to look to the Lord for the giving
out of the meat in due season, and we generally
recognized that He had selected one source from
‘which there could come a harmonious message.
The Holy Spirit working thus, there was brought
to us, in beautiful simplicity, the unfolding of the
“mystery . . . hid from ages . . . but now made
manifest.”—Col. 1:26.

It was the glorious harmony of the Harvest
truth brought out by the Lord’s servant that
convinced us we were hearing and following the
‘voice of the “Good Shepherd” and whom we ac-
cepted as our real Leader. “That servant” has
passed on, but his ministry of truth still continues.
And this voice of Truth—the voice of the Shep-
herd—will lead us safely in the narrow way now,
if we give heed to it.

*Send out Thy light and truth, O Lord;
Let them our leaders be.”

THE VOICE OF NEW LIGHT

Another voice dinning our ears at the present
‘time is that of new light, and this voice professes
to tell us the true meaning of the Bible teaching.
*This voice would lull our sensibilities to sleep;
‘would have us forget the things already revealed
by the Lord to the church, and concentrate upon
‘fresh revelations. Now it is a plain axiomatic
truth that whatever was true in the past, is still
true; similarly, whatever is true today will not in
any way repudiate the truth of yesterday. In
other words, the fuller truth of our day will bring
out the grandeur of the truth held yesterday,
and thus it goes on into the future, adding to it-
self further revelations, but all the while being
consistent with itself. This is one of the simple
rules ever to keep in mind, that truth never con-
iradicts itself.

It is error that is a contradiction, but let us re-
member that error will not stand altogether alone;
it requires a measure of truth to make error stand
up. And herein lies the very treacherousness of
this voice, because it is so easy for the Lord’s peo-
ple to conclude that since light is progressive,
therefore we should only think of present day rev-
elation. .

In former days we received the message and
then painstakingly examined it in the light of the
inspired testimony, and, having made it our own,
we then rejoiced in the truth. With our growth
in knowledge and faith we always carried along
with us the basic facts of our faith, and proved
each further development by seeing that it was in
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harmony with the great facts of salvation already
‘proved from the Word.

The Lord’s people should follow the same pro-
cedure today, as it results in great blessing, and
helps to prevent one from falling into the snare
of what is called new light.

THE VOICE OF RADICALISM

And finally, there is the voice of radicalism,
which insists in overriding all that is old and pro-
ducing something which is entirely the opposite.
The poor world today is permeated with radicals
of all types and descriptions. It is because of the
fear of what is going to happen, that makes so
many people susceptible to propaganda, and enlists
their support. This is one of the great factors
which is going to bring about the collapse of the
kingdoms of this world, and is being hastened
in many ways by the Lord Himself.

The same adversary is busy testing our faith,
and we should be on the alert, lest, by reason of
growing lax in our consecrated walk, we begin to
fear also and hence embrace all kinds of radical
interpretations of the Secriptures. In fear one loses
his reasoning powers and grasps at anything com-
ing along which will take his attention away from
the real fact that he has been letting the truth slip,
through a failure to walk circumspectly.

If we could but keep in memory the fact that
every trial, every persecution, every difficulty of
life, permitted to come upon those who have made
the covenant by sacrifice with the Lord, is intended
to prove them, to test their love to see whether
or mnot their characters are fixed, rooted and
grounded in righteousness and heing built up in
love, it would put all these trials and temptations
in a new light before us, and greatly assist us in
fighting the good fight of faith.

The Lord’s leadings and words lose attraction for
such as do not love Him with all their hearts, and
they lose their interest correspondingly, and like
those who turned away from the Lord at the first
advent, say: “This is an hard saying;” and walk
no more with Him. (John 6:60.) But some will
continue to walk with the Lord; some will not be
driven from Him by any of the arts and wiles of
the adversary. They will be such as are at heart
fully the Lord’s, not their own; they will follow
wherever the Lord will lead because they have
no will but His. This company will not lack in
the foreordained number because some will fall
away.

All those who go on will have the general char-
acter of Christ—faithfulness to the Lord and His
Word; and when the many voices call in various
directions away from the narrow way of consecra-
tion and sacrifice, humiliation and self-denial, they,
in answer to the Lord’s query, “Will ye also go
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away?” will answer as did the apostles of old:
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the
words of eternal life.” Having heard the calls of
the world, the flesh and the devil; they have seen,
also, the emptiness of all their false promises, and
that none of them can give a satisfying portion.

Nowhere else is there such a promise of the
reward of righteousness through Christ in His
Kingdom, and with the hope of obtaining this
prize of eternal life we should rejoice even in
laying down this present life. With such a hope
before us, who could think for a moment of turn-
ing aside, or even listening, to the voices calling
to wealth, honor, fame, pleasures of this life, etc.,
seeing that even hearkening to them would in-
terrupt our progress in the way to the Kingdom,
and thus frustrate our hopes and make the ex-
ceeding great and precious promises of none ef-
fect to us. The rather, therefore, will we lay aside
every weight and the sin that doth so easily beset
us, and run with patience the race that is set be-
fore us in the Gospel. ‘

As the faithful disciples realized a meaning in
the Master’s teachings at the first advent which
the majority could not realize, so now, in the days
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of the second presence, His words have a precious-
ness and a meaning and a force to those who are
in heart-harmony with Him, which they do not
have for others; hence now, as at the first advent,
some are stumbling and going back, and others
are being drawn to the Lord more closely than
ever, by the “present truth” which He is supply-
ing as the “meat in due season.” As the Church’s.
career on earth closes, we shall not be surprised
il the way grows still narrower and more difficult,
and if the tendencies to stumble should become
more frequent. Let us each, therefore, more and
more be on our guard against the wiles of the
adversary; and let the perfect love of God rule in
our hearts, driving out self-love and world-love,
with their pride and ambitions and folly; and let.
this undivided, pure devotion to God bring into.
our hearts the promised fulness of joy and rest
and peace; and let us abide in Him, the Vine, and
be fruitful branches, responding to all the prun-
ings of the great Husbandman with more abundant
fruitage. If beguilement come to us, let us viewr
the matter as did the Apostles of old and say:
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the
words of eternal life.” '

—_—

The Spmnt of Giving

“Freely ye have received, freely give,”—Matthew 10:8

THIS admonition of the Master to freely give is often
erroneously limited in its application to the giving of
money. While the spirit of giving, which causes the
Christian to give all that he has and all that he is, to
the great purpose of glorifying God and blessing
others, does, of necessity, effect the Christian’s pock-
etbook; yet, in the experience of most of us, if money
alone were involved in the matter of Christian charity,
there would be very little giving that we could do.
For the most part—yet not altogether—God has chos-
en the poor of this world, so that the “widow’s mite”
more often than not represents the extent of our fi-
nancial ability to give.

In telling the disciples that they had “freely re-
ceived,” it seems that money was not the particular
thing in mind; that is, if we think of the term “freely”
as signifying abundance, because, like the rank and
file of the entire church, the disciples were not of the
well-to-do class. Indeed, when these particular words
were spoken to them they were being sent out into
the ministry with the specific instructions, “Provide
neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor
script for your journey.” (Matt. 10:9, 10.) In view
of these words it could hardly be said that they had
received freely of money.

Another erroneous use of this text is in its appli-
cation to those who are looked upon in nominal

churchianity as the supporters of the ministry. This-
is not what Jesus was talking about. He was ad-
dressing the ministers of the church, and telling them
that they were to freely give because they had freely
received—not that others should give to them. The.
Christian today, enlightened by Present Truth, real-.
izes that the true application of these words is to the-
entire body of consecrated followers of the Master,
because we know that every member of that body is:
ordained, or anointed, to be a minister of the Gospel.
Yes, we are the ones who are to do the giving for the
blessing of others; not that we are to expect others
to give in order to support us.

The full passage reads, “And as ye go, preach, say-
ing, The Kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick;
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:
freely ye have received, freely give.” (Matt. 10:7, 8.)
What a wonderful commission! They were to preach
that the Kingdom of heaven was at hand. It was “at
hand” in that day only in the sense that the King
was making His first appearance among the people,
and that He had come to begin the selection of those:
who were to reign with Him. Nevertheless, the King-.
dom message, even back there, was to embrace the.
great Kingdom hope for the blessing of all the fam-
ilies of the earth with restitution.

It would seem to be the divine will that the hope-
of restitution always be included in our ministry of
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the Gospel. While at His first advent, the Kingdom
was more than nineteen centuries away, yet the Mas-
ter kept before His hearers the great fact of coming
restoration, and instructed His disciples to do like-
wise. In order that this phase of the Gospel message
might be given added impetus at that time, and also,
doubtless, to help convince those who had hearing
ears, both Jesus and His disciples frequently backed
up the spoken word by concrete examples of the op-
eration of divine power to heal and restore.

The gift of healing was given to them, and they
were expected to use it, not for their own blessing,
but for the blessing of others. These miraculous
powers were reaffirmed in the lives of the disciples
at Pentecost, and throughout the book of Acts we
learn of how freely they were used in scattering those
blessings which so beautifully illustrated the coming
Kingdom blessings now so soon to become universal.

When the lame man sitting at the temple gate asked
alms of Peter, the apostle replied, “Silver and gold
have I none; but such as I have give I unto thee: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk.” (Acts 3:6.) What a boon that was to come
into the life of a man who had been lame from his
mother’s womb! And how well it illustrated the
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glorious Kingdom hope of restitution, which Peter,
just a few moments later, declared had been spoken
by the mouth of all God’s holy prophets since the
world began.—Acts 3:19-21.

How gracious has been our God in giving us a vision
of this same Kingdom hope. What grace has been
bestowed upon us, who, in this, the darkest period of
all earth’s history—and just before the full break of
day—have freely received such wonderful assurances
of the early realization of these Kingdom hopes and
aspirations. How unappreciative of this favor we
would show ourselves to be if now, in this time of
dire need, we should withhold from freely giving out
to others that with which the Heavenly Father has so
freely blessed us!

To “freely give” means that we will need to utilize
all of our powers, all of our talents, all of our sub-
stance, all of our means, in so far as it is possible to
do so, in this one great business of giving. And how
wonderful to realize that in the exercise of this priv-
ilege of giving, we are opening the flood gates through
which will flow further blessings of divine grace into
our own hearts; because the God-like principle out-
lined in the words, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive,” is just as true today as it was when these
words were uttered by the Master—Acts 20:35.

R —

Consider the Lilies

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow.”
—Matthew 6:28,

THE Scriptures declare that as a man “thinketh in
his heart, so is he.” (Prov. 23:7.) In many ways, God,
through His Word, calls our attention to the impor-
tance of thinking, of considering, or meditating. But
it is important that we think along right lines, and that
our thoughts be guided by the inspired Word of God.
The Bible itself gives us many clues as to proper
thought channels, which, if followed, will lead us
nearer to the Lord and to victory in carrying out our
covenant of sacrifice. One of these clues is that of our
text—*“Consider”’—that is, think about—“the lilies.”

But what is it about the lilies that we are “to consid-
er’? Doubtless many profitable lessons might be learn-
ed by considering the lilies and other flowers of the
field. Their beauty reflects the wisdom and love of
God, for example; and who can gaze upon these gor-
geous created things without standing all astonished
with wonder at the infinite wisdom and power of the
Creator. This, in turn, should inspire in the Chris-
tian’s heart an increased desire and determination to
be like God and to please Him more and more as the
days go by. But, while this, and other helpful lessons
may be derived from considering the lily, it is highly
important that we note the particular point which the
Master had in mind when, in His sermon on the Mount,
He urged, “Consider the lilies.”

“They toil not, neither do they spin—yet they grow,”

said Jesus; and they grow so gloriously that “Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.”
Failing to note the point of this lesson, some have con-
cluded that the Master is here teaching that Christian
activity and service is not necessary to Christian
growth. This misconception of the passage, like all
other misconceptions of Biblical truth, is based upon
the use of only a part of what the Master said. This
is a wrong, and in fact, injurious method of Rible
study. It is entirely possible for a Christian to formu-
late ideas in his mind, and then to cleverly select cer-
tain phrases, and partial texts of Scripture, that seem
to fit in with and substantiate these ideas. Satan is
on the alert to help us along this line, even as he was
in the case of the Master. And, because the “heart is
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked,” it
is very easy for any of us to deceive ourselves.

Most times deception is made possible because of a
more or less latent desire to take our sacrifice off the
altar. The thought that Christian growth is possible
apart from Christian sacrifice and activity is appeal-
ing to the flesh, and Satan is quick to supply the Scrip-
tural proof that seemingly justifies such a position—
“Consider the lilies . . . how they grow; they toil not,
neither do they spin.” How consoling to the flesh is
such a distorted use of the Word! _

The real thought of the passage is just the opposite
to this one which evidently originated in the nominal
church. The lesson begins in the 19th verse of the
chapter, where the Master says, “Lay not up for your-
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selves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, . , . for
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Then, in following up this admonition, Jesus relates
the importance of the “single eye,” which, as He ex-
plains, means that our interests and affections must not
be divided: for “we cannot serve God and Mammon.”

He then explains that we should take no thought for
the morrow, but rather, in carrying out the terms of
our covenant of sacrifice, should sacrifice all in seek-
ing “first the Kingdom of God,” in full assurance of
the fact that just as God cares for the sparrow, and
just as He causes the lily to grow without the lily's
help, so He will take care of our earthly needs with-
out our giving them anxious concern. Yes, the Mas-
ter wants His followers to be whole-heartedly devoted
to the business of sacrificing earthly interests. He
wants them to realize that they cannot serve God and
mammon.

A little later, as shown in the 10th chapter of Mat-
thew, we find the Master making the practical appli-
cation of this spirit of full devotion to Him. In this
chapter we are told of His sending the disciples out
into the ministry—to labor, to toil, to work for Him.
He instructs them not to give consideration to their
temporal needs by taking extra supplies of clothing,
money, etc. The evident purpose of these instructions
was to bring home to His disciples the vital fact, that
having enlisted in His service, there must not be
any half-way attitude about it. Everything of an
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earthly character must be made subservient to the
one business of serving the Lord. In thus devoting
everything to the one end of service in the interests
of the divine Kingdom, they were to consider that so
far as their earthly needs were concerned God would
provide them even as He provided for the growth of
the lilies.

Thus seen, if we consider the real lesson of the lilies,
as Jesus intended us to observe it, we will realize that
it is one calculated to enhance in our minds the im-
portance and necessity of seeking first, by every means
at our disposal, the interests of the Kingdom—that our
first duty, as Christians, is to use time, strength,
means, everything, as a living sacrifice in showing
forth the praises of our God. After Pentecost, the
Lord revealed that those coming into the truth and
consecrating themselves to the Lord, were to realize
the necessity of caring for those dependent upon them;
and of providing things decent in the sight of all men.
But even in the doing of this, it should be with the
thought that efforts thus spent represent but a neces-
sary side issue in our lives, and that our main business
is to sacrifice the flesh and its interest in laying down
our lives for the brethren, and in doing good unto all
men as we have opportunity by telling them of the

glad new day of blessing that is near. Our considera-

tion of the lilies, in this event, will help to strengthen

our faith in the ability of God to care for our neces-

sary temporal interests, while we, with single eye,
press forward in the service of the Master.

The Philosophy of the Ransom and Sin-Offering

(Part 3—Conclusion)

/)

rr?f..” N THE concluding article of this series,
1G]] points concerning the “Great Company”

V : and the “Ancient Worthies” will be con-
sidered for the purpose of noting the rela-
tionship these classes bear toward the general
work of effecting reconciliation between God and
the fallen race of mankind. In all of our studies
of this general subject it is well to keep in mind
that the ransoming work of Jesus is the founda-
tion of the entire program of making atonement.
Without the ransom no reconciliation with God
could be possible for the members of the fallen
race.

But we should remember also that the expiation
for original sin does not in itself effect the restor-
ation of the redeemed ones. Sin must be removed
as well as expiated. In the work of removing
sins, others beside Jesus are invited to cooperate,
as “co-workers” in the divine plan. Also, it is
well to note—and this point will be discussed
more at length later in this article—that the Bible

definitely tells us of certain sins that are not ex-
piated by the ransom. For example, Jesus ex-
plained that the righteous blood of the prophets
and other faithful ones of the past, would be re-
guired of the generation responsible for the Mas-
ter’s own death. Here, definitely, is a require-
ment for the expiation of sin not included in the
ransom. It seems reasonable that a similar ac-
counting is to be made at the end of this age.

The Master also told of “stripes” that would be
administered in varying degrees—according to the
knowledge enjoyed—upon those who sin against
light. Here also is a punishment for sin not cov-
ered by the ransom. The Revelator speaks of a
group who, at the end of this age, come up through
“great tribulation.” These are usually spoken of
by Bible Students as

THE GREAT COMPANY CLASS

This group of believers is predicated upon the
fact that not all who say “Lord, Lord,” will enter
into the Heavenly Kingdom after the door is once
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shut. (Matt. 25:11, 12.) This group of the spirit-
begotten ones is not recognized, or made mani-
fest as such, until the door into the high-calling
ic shut. They do not voluntarily, heartily and
cheerfully lay down their lives in fulfilment of
their covenant, yet they are loyal at heart, being
restrained from full sacrifice through fear of what
‘it will cost them.

There has been quite a large class of this kind
all through the Gospel age. Many suffered for
‘the cause of righteousness, for the name’s sake of
the Lord, which sufferings were not necessarily in
‘the carrying out of their covenant of sacrifice.
‘However, this class must die, because it was their
‘contract so to do. It was on this condition that
‘they received the begetting of the Holy Spirit,
and hence to obtain the spirit nature, the death
of the flesh must take place. From the type of
the scapegoat, we see that their death is not ap-
- plied in the sacrificial sense—as is the case of the
.death of the members of the Body of Christ.

We have already shown that the sin-atonement
affected by the blood of the bullock and the Lord’s
‘'woat represented the atonement for Adamic sin,
‘Sins confessed on the scapegoat in Leviticus 16:21
would seem to refer to trespasses outside of those
involved in the day of atonement sacrifices typed
in the bullock and the Lord’s goat. Such tres-
passes are forgivable upon the basis of sacrifice
the same as in the case of original sin.” The Great
Company class, failing to sacrifice during the ac-
ceptable time, will be permitted to share a con-
siderable measure of the trouble coming upon the
world in the time of anarchy, and what they shall
suffer of the iniquities of the world during that
time will mean that much less for others in that
day of trouble now at hand. (Rev. 7:14.) In other
‘words, the sufferings of this class will go as a
‘eredit to the world to square the account of the
world’s sins against light. The time of trouble
‘will be especially against the hypocrites, and the
Great Company will have their portion with the
‘hypocrites and be bearers of a certain share of
punishment due the world. This, as we have
noted, was illustrated in the time of trouble ex-
-perienced at the end of the Jewish age.

There are four main reasons why such a com-
pany is developed. We are all called in the one hope
of our calling, and since there is but one faith,
one hope and one baptism, the fact of there finally

being a Great Company class must mean that they
are a by-product. (Eph. 4:4-6.) Causes leading to
such a class are: first, idleness; second, disobe-
dience; third, fear; and fourth, presumption. 1 Cor.
3:12; Col. 3:8; Jas. 1: 8; Matt. 18:23-35.)
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A study of these Scriptures will show. that the
idea of a Great Company being an earthly class
is erroneous, particularly as in Revelation 7:14 we
read that they had “robes.” Only during the Gos-
pel age do believers possess a “robe,” the covering
provided by the Lord for our weaknesses and
blemishes. In the Millennial Kingdom mankind
will be required to show their faith by their works
and robes will not be furnished them. Conse-
quently, all the called-out ones may lose their
standing in Christ through taking their calling
more intellectually than sacrificially, and the steps
outlined above gradually progress until the indi-
vidual cools in his zeal and enthusiasm and loses
the appreciation of his covenant by sacrifice.

WORLD NOW ENJOYS MUCH LIGHT

The principles of righteousness set forth in the
Jewish Law, and subsequently implied by the Lord
and the apostles, have enlightened the mind of the
general public in respect to justice and injustice,
good and evil, so that there never was so respons-
ible a generation as the one now living. Notwith-
standing this increase of knowledge, gross iniqui-
ties still prevail with very few willing to do any-
thing toward a readjustment. The Lord is per-
mitting this condition of things and informs us
that the result will end in anarchy. The common
people will not realize that the Lord is on their
side, but trust simply to their own contrivances
and devices—socialistic and otherwise. On the
other hand, the rulers do not realize the nature of
the battle in- which they are engaged, nor that the
Lord is permitting these conditions to prevail for .

. their overthrow.

Not faithful to the terms of their covenant, the
scapegoat class are not counted worthy to escape
the things coming upon the world, and hence, will
have their place with the hypocrites. Although
they are God’s children, they are overcharged with
the cares of this life and not properly zealous for
God. They are represented as having confessed
upon them the iniquities of the people—this is
from the standpoint of Divine Justice. Their own
sins were forgiven through Christ, as they were
reckoned in as members of the household of faith;
hence, their sufferings must be for the sins of
others. Since they did not suffer as willing sacri-
ficers, they are compelled to suffer anyway, that
their spirits may be saved.—1 Cor. 5: 5; Rev. 7:14-
5. '

The’ participation of the Great Company in
this phase of the work of reconciling the world is
not due to any necessity that has arisen; but rather
to the -divine arrangement which permits the
Household of Faith to come in with Christ and
share in-His glorious Kingdom work. It is highly
important that we keep clearly in mind the dif-
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ference between the work of presenting our bodies
as living sacrifices and our Lord’s work, as the
great High Priest, in offering us sacrificially. The
two matters are distinctly separate, as shown in
the type. :
When the two parts of the sin-offering—that of
the bullock and the Lord’s goat—were accepted,
the atonement for sin was finished. The Great
Company has neither. part nor lot in the phase of
the sin-offering. They have the opportunity, but
they fail to act and the sacrifice is completed with-
out them, therefore, we see, they fail to be of the
priesthood. Those sins of the people that were
not atoned for by the High Priest with the blood
of the bullock and of the Lord’s goat, were not
Adamic sins, but referred to reprehensible con-
duct, more or less intelligent. In the Lord’s ar-
rangement these sins of the world, which are not
of ignorance, nor Adamic sins, must be settled for
and cancelled in the ‘“great time of trouble” now
covering the world. In this trouble, the Greal
Company will have a special trial and testing and
will be forced to relinquish their lives in accord-
ance with the covenant by sacrifice which they
also made with the Lord. In this way, the Great
Company will share in the time of trouble so thal
the world will have that much less to bear later on.

JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN

In Genesis 43 we have the beautiful and touching
story of Joseph and his brethren at the time of the
famine. We believe Joseph to be a type of the
Messiah; and Benjamin, Joseph’s younger brother
by the same mother, also seems to be a type. As
Abraham’s wives were typical of different coven-
ants, so Rachel, the mother of Joseph and Benja-
min, it would seem, typified a special covenant—
the covenant of sacrifice operating during the Gos-
pel age, and which brings forth two distinctly dif-
ferent classes of saints, typified by Joseph and Ben-
jamin. The superior class is represented by Jo-
seph, and the inferior class by Benjamin. Accord-
ing to this picture, Benjamin, the son of pain,
would represent the great company class of the
Lord’s people, who will come up out of great trib-
ulation to a higher plane than the rest of the world.
They, begotten of the spirit like the church, will
also be spirit beings, if found worthy of life.

THE ANCIENT WORTHIES

In Numbers 19 we have recorded the sacrifice of
a red heifer—one without blemish and which had
never been under yoke of service. It was not of-
iered on the Lord’s altar, nor was it eaten by the
priests, nor was it slain by one of the priests, nor
its blood taken into the Tabernacle. While this
animal had nothing to do with the sin-offering, it
was, nevertheless, connected with cleansing from
sin, because the ashes gathered after the animal
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was burned outside the Camp of Israel lay there
in a heap, apparently accessible to any of the peo-
ple who had use for them. The cleansing provided
by this sacrifice was from all death-defilements—
dead bodies, graves, or the bones of the dead—thus
indicating that the agency through which men shall
be fully cleansed from death and its degradation,
lifted up in restitution, will be the work of those to
whom the Lord will give charge in the earth.

How do we know that the red heifer represents
these ancient prophets and worthies of the past,
and not the sacrifice of Christ? Because it was no
part of the atonement day sacrifices, and the blood
not being taken inside the Holy or Most Holy of
the Tabernacle would go to show that it had no
direct bearing on them. Abel was the first member
of this class—see Hebrews 11—the last one being
John the Baptist. Their offering must have been
acceptable to God before the Tabernacle was set
up, because of the record set forth in the Scrip-
tures testifying that they “obtained a good report
through faith.”

The red heifer represents a class of people not
of the Gospel Church, but who in God’s sight were
justified by their faith, as is represented by the
fact that the animal was without blemish and com-
pletely red—the color which represents the blood
of Christ. All this conforms to Hebrews 11: 32-38.
In that it never wore a yoke it represented a class
of free men. True, some of those mentioned al-
ready were born under the Law, and some before
it, yet since all are mentioned together as equally
approved in God’s sight, and since we know that
“by the deeds of the Law no flesh shall be justi-
fied in God’s sight,” therefore we are bound to
conclude that all these were reckoned as free from
bondage of the Law, and accepted by faith with
Abraham, and not under the “yoke” of the Law,
which condemned all who sought justification un-
der it—Gal. 5:1; Aects 15:10.

The priest did not kill the red heifer: one of
the under-priests merely sprinkled some of its
blood toward the Tabernacle door: thus typically
showing that the lives and deaths of the class rep-
resented pointed toward the Tabernacle, its door
Jesus, and the atoning sacrifices to come. The
faithfulness of these ancient worthies yielded some
results, indicated in the ashes of the red heifer--
it yielded a store of valuable experiences to them.
They have thus laid up in store, as a result of their
fiery experiences, characters precious in God's
sight, which He intends to use for the benefit of the
world, after the Day of Atonement is ended. (1
Tim. 6:19.) During the reign of The Christ, each
member of the human family must not only cleanse
himself with the water of truth, but must have
applied to him the instructions of the “princes in
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-all the earth,” represented by the ashes of the
-heifer in water applied with “hyssop,” which
speaks of cleansing.—Psa. 45:16; Ex. 12:22; Lev.
~14:4; Psa. 51: 7; Heb. 9:19.

- -From “Tabernacle Shadows,” page 111, we have
-the following interesting comment by Brother Rus-
-sell;

“The cleansings for which these red cow ashes were
prescribed, were of a peculiar kind; namely, specially
-for those who came in contact with death. This would
seem to indicate that these ashes of the heifer were
not designed to remove the individual's guilt-—no,
his moral guilt could be cleansed away only through
the merit of the Atonement Day Sacrifices. The
‘cleansing of defilement through contact with the dead
would seem to teach that this cleansing, affected by
and through the experiences of the ancient worthies,
will specially apply to the world of mankind during
the Millennial age, while they are seeking to get rid
- of all the defilements of Adamic death—seeking to
attain human perfection.”

The ancient worthies mentioned in Matthew 8:11
and Hebrews 11:4-40, having passed their trial,
we believe, will be awakened from death, perfect,
“fully restored to human perfection and will not
réquire a “resurrection by judgment” a thousand
years long, as will the remainder of mankind. This
perfection will enable them to communicate with
the spiritual Kings and Priests direct, without need
that the spirit beings assume fleshly bodies for the
purpose of communicating the laws for mankind.
They will be able to do this in the same way that
Adam, while perfect, before his transgression,
could communicate direct with the heavenly
powers. In this way, the Heavenly Father will
have His agents ready to undertake the inaugura-
“tion of the Kingdom, and by the wisdom of their
yule mankind will speedily realize that through
these ancient prophets the great Messiah is speak-
ing to them, to bring about their active coopera-
“tion in going up the highway of holiness,

MANKIND——RETRIBUTION

" The Scriptures, as well as observation, assure
‘us that our justification before God does not re-
move at once and without our cooperation all the
results of previous transgressions. The harvest is
according to the sowing, yet God “is faithful and
Just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
‘all unrighteousness.” (John 1:9.) It is in this
“cleansing process, which follows the legal justifi-
cation, that the justified believer must, of necessity,
experience some of the baneful results of a past
course of sin. Here the retributive character of
Divine Law is specially noteworthy. We have this
illustrated in the natural world: if you put your
hand into the fire for a very short time it will
scorch it; persist a little longer, and it will blister
“it; and a little longer still, and it will consume it,
Applied properly in the cooking of food, fire will
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cook a very savory meal; but applied improperly
the food may be rendered undesirable.

In the moral sense, if one violate the principles
of righteousness, the image of God is defaced in
him. Impure thoughts write in clearly legible
signs upon the countenance the dark lines of a bad
character; while pure, just and noble thoughts ren-
der the character transparent to the beholder.
Hence the apostle’s warning: “Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.”—Gal. 6:7.

The operations of this law of retribution are
most manifest upon classes and nations—first, be-
cause their prominence gives them world-wide
publicity; and, second, because their harvest must
of necessity be in the present life. A glance at
the pages of history reveals the fact that all the
nations of the past have reaped a bitter harvest,
and amid harrowing scenes have breathed their
last. They had their rising, struggling periods
and then their flourishing eras; and then pride and
fulness of bread caused them to rest in fancied
security, and to sink in the scale of morals, until

‘their decline was followed by their fall—they

reaped what they had sown. Just now the nations
of the world are fast approaching the terrible crises
of their national existences. In a great time of
unparalleled trouble, even now imminent, they are
zbout to reap what they have sown.

The Divine arrangement regarding retribution
seems generally to be that of sequence, so that
under it rewards and punishments follow natur-
ally, as the results of obedience and disobedience
to law. Yet in the cases both of rewards and pen-
alties, God sometimes steps beyond this order, as,
for instance, when He brings upon Satan and his
followers swift destruction at the end of the Mil-
lennial age. His extraordinary methods also have
been manifested occasionally in the past; for ex-
ample, in the destruction of the world in the flood,
in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, in the
confusion of tongues at Babel, and other instances
of minor note. Previous to the announcement of

- the Gospel hope of everlasting life, there was no

real hope entertained by mankind for the future.
But Christ came and brought to light the hope of
life. (2 Tim. 1:10.) Since then, proportionately
as men have come directly or indirctly in contact

with this Gospel, their responsibility has been in-

creased, whether they accepted or rejected; op-
posed or ignored it.—John 3:19, o

We have already pointed out that a satisfaction
of divine justice for Adamic sin was, first of all,
necessary. The requital (satisfaction) of justice,
however, will not in itself, restore the individual at
once to Adamic perfection. Let us illustrate, by
supposing that a man has been put in prison for
non-payment of a debt (as was the custom until
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recently) and ten years later someone should pay

that debt for him. The prisoner would then be
released—justice would be satisfied. But freedom
from the restraint of prison life would not give
back to the prisoner his citizenship, his clear vi-
sion, his teeth, his hair, his health, or anything that
he might have lost or that had been impaired during

“his term of imprisonment. Likewise, whatever sat-
isfaction of Justice is made for mankind, they will
not, at the time they are awakened from the tomb,
be free from all the marks of sin placed upon them.
At the beginning of the Millennial age they will
still have many of the blemishes resulting from the
fall.

As for this satisfaction of Divine Justice which
must take place before the New Covenant can be
inaugurated, it includes not only a satisfaction for
Adamic sin, but embraces, we believe, also stripes
for partially wilful sins, and satisfaction for cer-
tain gross injustices which mankind have com-
mitted when they had knowledge of a better course
than that pursued; and were, in a measure, re-
sponsible for their unjust words and actions. To
a certain extent they were in ignorance, but not
infrequently they were deliberate and wilful, and
in proportion to the measure of their responsiblity
will justice require a recompense.

At the close of the Jewish age, God had a reck-
oning with the nation of Israel, which was one of
- the most terrific times of trouble the world has
ever known. The declaration of Jesus was, that
of that age——that generation then living—God
would require expiation for all the righteous blood
that had been shed from the time of Abel to the
time in which He was speaking. (Matt. 23: 34-36.)
And these partially wilful sins of the world are not
fully covered by the sin-offerings. In so far as
they have heen wilful, they must be expiated by
punishment. It will be apparent, then, that at
the close of the Gospel age there will be another
squaring of the accounts—a time of trouble such
us never was since there was a nation.—Matt. 24:
21, 22,

Why require the full payment for all the wrongs
at the close of this age? Perhaps, because the
chief light of each age comes at its close, and be-
:cause those who sin against such light are worthy
of more severe punishment than similar evil doers
preceding them, who had less light. The Scriptur-
al argument seems to be that to endorse the
‘wrongs of the past in the greater light of the pres-
ent is to multiply the responsibility and to deserve
the plagues of the whole. There is considerable
light now shining upon the whole world, and more
particularly upon its civilized portion, particularly
because we are living in the Second Advent of
the Lord. The principles of righteousness set forth
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in the Jewish Law, and subsequently amplified
by the Lord and the Apostles, have enlightened
the minds of the public in general in respect to
justice and injustice, right and wrong, good and
evil, so that there never was so responsible a gen-
eration as the one now living.

Notwithstanding this increase of knowledge and
the fact that gross iniquities prevail throughout
the world, we find comparatively few willing to
do anything toward a readjustment and equaliza-
tion of the world’s affairs, either in the financial,
social or religious fields. Rather it seems that the
majority of those possessing advantages are quite
willing to hold on to them, even though recogniz-
ing that they are unfair, inequitable. The sins
committed nationally will be expiated nationally,
and as individuals suffered from the wrong-doing,
so individuals will suffer in the expiation.—Matt.
18:6; 10:42.

We who know that the King of Glory and His
blessed Kingdom are the only remedy for the
wrongs and woes of man should be pointing the
groaning creation to this Kingdom rather than to
the poultices of their own contriving which can
bring no permanent relief. Tell them the mean-
ing of the present world-wide events, and how be-
yond the troubles now overspreading the world,
will come the glorious times of restitution fore-
told by all the holy prophets since the world be-
gan.

SUMMATION OF THE FOREGOING

1 The thing that was lost by Adam for himself and
his posterity was the right te life. His sin was dis-
loyalty, disobedience, and its penalty was death.

2 God maintains the dignity of His law by demand-
ing a ransom before setting aside the death sentence.

3 To the one willing to provide this ransom God at-
tached a very great reward of glory, honor and immor-
tality.

4 Jesus Christ as a perfect man offered Himself as
a corresponding price when He came to John at Jor-
dan for baptism.

5 The ransom price has already been deposited in
the hands of Justice—and is being used for the justi-
fication of the Church.

6 During the Gospel age there has been the devel-
opment of a special class, who are called to be of the
Royal Priesthood. These voluntarily and heartily lay
down their lives in fulfilment of their covenant ar-
rangement with the Father through Christ.

7 The sufferings endured by this class, as Christians
and for Christ’s sake, are counted by the Heavenly
Father as filling up of the sufferings of Christ, and
enable them to develop character pleasing to Him.

8 Upon the closing of the door into the high calling
of the Gospel age there will be manifested a Great
Company who have failed to surrender their earthly
lives and rights voluntarily, which will therefore have
to be taken away forcibly.
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9 Armageddon will be the revealing of God’s retribu-

tive justice against mankind for: their wilful sins. A
reaping of that which the world has been sowing since
the days of Jesus until that time.

10 When the Gospel age sacrificing is over, the ran-
som provided at Calvary will be given fully, com-
pletely, everlastingly to Justice, appropriated as the
full offset of original sin. Forthwith, Adam and his
children will be turned over by Justice into the hands
of The Christ. .

11 At the close of the Millennial age, Messiah, hav-
ing accomplished everything possible for every mem-
ber of the race, will turn over all to the Father that
“God may be all in all.”

And here we rest the matter. The writer is in-
debted to many brethren in the past years for help-
ful thoughts on one or another of the divisions of
this profound study, but in particular to Brother
Russell, whose masterly presentations on the sub-
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ject have proved an inspiration to .the devout
student. After years of pondering the great issues
involved, and carefully considering them, we pre-
sent these conclusions as a further substantiation
of the message of Present Truth given in this Har-
vest time. May He who has called us to His eter-
nal glory give us understanding and wisdom, so
that we may finish our course with joy, and be
amongst those who eagerly look for the early con-
summation of the church’s hope.

“Grant skill each sacred theme to trace,
With loving voice and glowing tongue,
As when upon Thy words of grace
The wondering crowds enraptured hung.

“Give strength, blest Savior, in Thy might;
Illuminate our hearts, and we,

Transformed into Thine image bright,
Shall teach, and love, and live like Thee.”

—_——

Consider Him

“Consider Him that endured such contradiction of
sinners againist Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint
in your minds.”—Hebrews 12:3

Probably one of the outstanding reasons why the
Lord’s people are constantly in danger of becoming
weary and faint in their minds and hearts is the fact
that they are not understood nor appreciated by the
world; and, as a matter of fact, are ofttimes misrepre-
sented. The great realities of Jesus’ life were contra-
dicted by His enemies, yet He bore up patiently until
the end, and died loving those who put Him to death.
To be looked upon and represented as wrong, when
we know that we are right, is a severe test; and only
through faith in the glorious outcome of the life of
sacrifice are we able to continue on without becom-
ing weary.

So far as the flesh is concerned, the Lord's people
are faulty, and frequently give just cause for opposi-
tion from others. We have no worthwhile reputation
and no specially meritorious traits of character by
which to commend ourselves to those with whom we
come in contact. But with Jesus it was different. He
was perfect—"holy, harmless, undefiled and separate
from sinners.” Yet, His nobility and perfection were
denied by the sinners who contradicted Him, and He
was put to death as a malefactor. All of this He
endured without weariness and without fainting. What
an example!

Now we are to consider Him, to look upon Him as
a pattern and guide in our lives. We are to realize
that as He was, so are we in this world; that is,
strangers and aliens., The Master Himself said, “If
the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before
it hated you.” The world hated Jesus without a

just cause. May we strive to live so that any hatred

of the world toward us will be, so far as possible,

also without cause. If we give others just cause to
hate and contradict us it is because we are not follow-
ing Jesus, but meddling, perhaps, in things that are
not, or should not be, our concern. But if we suffer
as Jesus suffered—without a cause—then we have
whereof to be thankful. In this event we can look
to the Heavenly Father, the great source of comfort

-and strength, in confidence that He will help us to

bear the contradictions which His love and wisdom
permit to come upon us; for, “He knoweth the way
that we take, and when He hath tried us, we shall
come forth as gold.”—Job 23:10. ‘

Paul admonishes us, “Let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not.” (Gal. 6:9.) If we are utilizing all of our en-
ergies in “well doing,” both in the development of
the Christian graces in our own hearts and in our
endeavors to bless others, we can depend upon divine
succor in proportion to our needs. This will enable
us to go forward courageously without fainting and
without becoming weary, no matter how formidable
may be the foes that heap upon us the contradiction
of sinners in an effort to beat our courage down.

Regardless of the fierce opposition against us, we
must, as followers of the Master, continue “doing
well.” Never should we render anything but gooed
in return for evil. We should “do good unto all
men,” as we have opportunity, and “especially unto
them who are of the household of faith.” Qur doing
good must be kept up consistently unto the very end
of the way if we hope to be among those who “in
due season shall reap” if they “faint not.”

To render good for evil is one of the vital tests of
true discipleship, the doing of which, in the name of
the Master, will be one of the factors in winning the
divine approval and a place with Jesus in the glorious
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Kingdom of blessing soon to be established. To ren-
der good for evil is to be like God. His plan of sal-
vation is a revelation of the extent to which this
quality of love is displayed by Him toward rebellious
man. How important then, that those whom He pur-
poses to use in the blessed work of reconciling the
world to Himself should prove that at heart, and, at
the cost of their very lives, they are irrevocably
committed to the task of exemplifying this principle
because they have learned that it is the divine will
for them and because they know that it is right.

Of the Master it is said that He endured the cross
and despised the shame “for the joy that was set be-
fore Him.” We too have a joy set before us, the joy
of reaping, in due time, if we faint not. We hope to
reap a place with Jesus in the Kingdom, and with
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Him to share the work of further demonstrating the
love of the Father by dispensing to the dying world
those life-giving blessings arranged for them in the
divine plan, and purchased for them by the death of
Jesus.

In the contradiction of sinners against Jesus, they
cried, “He hath saved others, let Him save Himself.”
How little did they know that through His death He
was purchasing the opportunity of salvation for them
and for all mankind. Thus His enduring of the con-
tradiction results in the greatest possible blessing to
those who do the contradicting. It will be so in our
experience if we follow the Master all the way into
death—going down in apparent defeat, but actually
in glorious victory. '

—_—

God’s Loving Care

“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for
you.”—1 Peter 5:7.

TO cast all our care upon the Lord means that we
will not try to shoulder any of it ourselves. This
does not imply, however, that we will be careless, or
indifferent to our surroundings and experiences; but
it does mean that we will accept what the divine will
permits as a cup which the Father pours, and, in full
assurance of faith, realize that He knows what is best
for us; hence, that we will not murmur nor complain
nor Wworry.

The secret of being able to.cast all our care upon
the Lord is to be fully resigned to His will. We
must be fully resolved and fully determined not to
raise any opposition in our hearts and minds to the
full accomplishment of that which the Father desires
shall be wrought in our lives. In the preceding verse
to that of our text, the apostle says, “Humble your-
selves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that
He may exalt you in due time.” It is in this process
of being humbled that we need to cast our care upon
the Lord.

To be truly humble in the trials that come upon us,
it is necessary to recognize that it is God’s hand that
bears down upon us. With this thought in mind, we
should ignore the secondary causes of our trials, and
accept them as from Him. This will help us in two
ways. It will help us to bear more patiently the ex-
periences through which divine wisdom may see best
for us to pass; and it will help us not to become em-
bittered against those through whom they may come.
If, in seeking to get the true perspective of any exper-
ience through which we may be passing, we always
bring God into the picture, it will be a great blessing
to us. ) ’

Humility is a rare trait of character even among
men, and it is even more rare in the relationship of
men toward God. One of the hardest lessons the con-
secrated Christian has to learn is that of being humble

under the mighty hand of God. We do not intention-
ally rebel against His will, but we often do rebel
against the agencies through which His will for us is
carried out. God’s hand, under which we must humble
ourselves, may be any one or more of the strange and
difficult surroundings in which we find ourselves. It
may be some member of our family who is a daily
trial to us; or perhaps a neighbor or friend who sud-
denly acts strangely toward us—or percharice, even a
brother or sister in the truth, who, because of the
weakness of his or her flesh or cur cwn flesh, or both,
proves to be a great trial. But great is the blessing if
we can have faith to believe that these things are but
the hand of God under which we must humble our-
selves; and then, in humility, cast ail our care upon

Him.,

In Romans 12:12 we are admonished to be “patient
in tribulation.” Here the Greek word for patience sig-
nifies to “bear under,” or submit to tribulation. The
thought is that the Lord permits our trials to come
as a test of our willingness to humble ourselves in or-
der that His will may be wholly worked out in us.
But, in order to bear the trials which His love sees
best for us, we need to look to Him for strength in
every time of need—to cast all our care upon Him, in
full confidence that He will not permit us to be tested
above that which we are able to bear.

Faith and humility are both required in order to put
our trust fully in the Lord. We need faith to firmly
believe that His wisdom and love will not permit a
single trial that is not destined for our highest spiritual
welfare; and humility to submerge our will fully into
His in order that there be no cross-grained disposition
on our part that might hinder our learning the lessons
divine wisdom sees necessary for us to learn.

God has promised to help us in every time of need,
but in order to receive of that help we must reach out
and take hold of the means of grace which Hc has
provided. These are found in His Word, as well as in
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our association with the brethren who are feeding upon
His Word. In the inspired Word is where we can meet
God and have Him talk to us. It is there that He tells
us of His love, and assures us that not a hair of our
heads can be harmed without His knowledge. He
doesn’t promise that He will not permit harm to come
to our flesh—indeed, we have covenanted to die, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Jesus—but He does assure
us that as the sacrificing of the flesh is carried out, He
will supervise our experiences and thus direct the
final issue to the end that all things will work to His
eternal glory and to our everlasting blessing as new
creatures in Christ Jesus.
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The consoling balm of the Heavenly Father’s pre-
cious promises may come to us through one or more of
His consecrated people; hence, it is necessary, so far
as possible, to keep contact with them. His succor
may be waiting for us at the prayer meeting, or in the
Berean study; or, it may reach us in our private study
of His Word. In any event, let us cast our burdens
upon the Lord, and in faith and confidence utilize all
the means of grace which He has provided to keep us
from falling in the hour of trial. And let us do this
in full assurance that He knows and cares, and that
He gives what will ultimately work out for very best
if we leave the choice with Him.

THE NARROW WAY

“How narrow is the gate to life! how difficult that
way leading thither! and how few are they who find
it!”—Maithew 7:14, Diagloit.

R
Ve

coly| HESE words of the Master represent the
7’\?}!}3 progress of the Christian toward glory and
[(PA] joint-heirship with Himself in the King-
" dom as being over a roadway; and that this
roadway is an exceedingly difficult one upon which
to travel—so difficult that very few are able to ne-
gotiate it successfully and find and enter the gate
into the Kingdom to which it leads. The Scrip-
tures indicate that many are called to enter this
way, but that only a few, because of their reso-
lute determination to press forward in face of trial,
are finally chosen as worthy to enter through the
gate into the Kingdom-—“Many are called, but few
are chosen.”—Rev. 17:14.

Jesus was the first one to walk in this narrow
way and He therefore is our Leader. The terms
by which one may enter the way are clearly stated
by the Master. He said, “If any man will come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross and follow Me.” There is no other means
of entering the narrow way than by agreeing to
these terms. Indeed, these terms of the narrow
way are what make it so very difficult. The way
was difficult for Jesus, so much so that before He
reached the end He prayed, “If it be possible let
this cup pass from Me, nevertheless, not My will
but Thine be done.” The servant cannot expect
to be above his Lord, so those who follow the
Master must also expect to find the way hazardous
and difficult.

Note the first condition of following the Master—
self-denial. Nominal churchianity has attached
an erroneous meaning to these words, by inter-
preting them to mean that one should, especially
at certain seasons of the year, abstain from the en-
joyments of certain foods, pleasures, etc. But this is

‘ deny self, rather than to promote self.

not the thought at all. It is not a matter of denying
one’s self of certain material blessings, but denying
self. The worldly spirit is just the opposite to this,
ramely, self-assertion. The unconsecrated pin
their hope of success in life on their ability to
promote self and thereby to impress their associ-
ates with the idea of how desirable they are for
whatever position in life they may be striving. In
pursuing their aims some are rough and openly
arrogant; others, by nature and training, are mild
and suave. These usually make a bigger mark in
the world for themselves than the openly arrogant,
as they are judged by the outward appearance.

But no matter how the goal of success is pur-
sued by the unconsecrated, the objective of success
is based upon the promotion of self. Men will
spend large sums of money, as in political cam-
paigns, in order to tell the public how wonderful
they are, and that because they are so wonderful
they should be voted into such and such an office.
This is the very opposite of the principle of self-
denial,

To enter the narrow way one must agree to
He must
covenant to do the divine will rather than his own
will. He must agree to pursue this course of self-
abnegation until his sacrifice of self is completed
in death. Ambition for all else except to do the
will of God must be set aside. Thus must he deny
himself and turn his back upon every thought ex-
cept that of seeking and doing the will of God in
Christ. This is consecration, and only through
consecration can one enter the Narrow Way.

ROAD SIGNS—TRUE AND FALSE :

Thinking of the Christian life as being illustrated
by the experiences of a traveler, we can properly
consider the various instructions and promises of

the Lord to the Christian as road signs to direct
us in our journey. And in this connection, we are
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reminded also that the deceptive influences of the
world, the flesh and the devil also loom up from
time to time as we travel along. These, if followed,
will surely lead onto bypaths and detours of one
kind or another. It is very important, therefore,
that we scrutinize each sign most carefully as it
appears, and be guided only by those that bear
unmistakable evidence of having been erected by
the Lord.

Even before we actually enter the Narrow Way,
while yet approaching the entrance step of full
consecration, various influences are at work to
detour the traveler onto some bypath not author-
ized by the Lord. One of the efforts often made
to prevent one from entering the Narrow Way is
the argument that the imperfections of our flesh
are so many and deap-seated that it would be fool-
ish to undertake the journey of self-denial—that
we cannot make the grade. In this connection the
traveler is often told that while God is merciful
and kind, yet it is certain that He couldn’t for
long put up with such as we, and that to fail to
maintain His approval would result tragically for
us. ‘

Confronted with discouraging suggestions of this
kind, we need only to look for the encouraging
signs erected by the Lord, and by the aid of these
to maintain the proper sense of direction. One
of these signs read, “It is God who justifieth, who
is he that condemneth?” God, as we know, jus-
tifies through the shed blood of Christ, and we
know that the merit of this blood is sufficient to
cover all unwilling imperfections. We recall that
the Lord knew all about our imperfections when,
through the truth, He invited us to enter the Nar-
row Way, hence that now our imperfections can-
not be used as a legitimate excuse for not accept-
ing the invitation. '

ROAD CLOSED

Satan, doubtless, has employed different meth-
ods at different periods throughout the age, but
one that he is using today in an effort to prevent
the called ones from presenting their all in con-
secration to the Lord, is the “Road Closed” sign.
As far back as 1844, during the Miller Movement,
Satan began his campaign of deception along this
line. Intermittently ever since, at various dates,
be has sought to discourage those who would en-
ter the Narrow Way by insisting that the door to
the high calling is closed. The door, or gate of
actual entrance into joint-heirship with Christ, is
at the far end of the Narrow Way; and an effort
ic made to have us believe that it is a mistake to
enter this way because when we reach the end
we will find the door closed—in other words, that
it is a “dead end” street.
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But to counteract this cunning effort on the part
of Satan to discourage those who are entering the
Narrow Way, the Lord has, as it were, erected
signs to direct and to encourage the traveler. One
of these reads, “I am He that openeth, and no man
shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth!” Re-
flecting on this statement, it becomes apparent how
definitely the Lord did open the door to the high
calling back at the beginning of the Gospel age.
God’s calling agency by which He invites us to
enter the Narrow Way, is the truth. At the be-
ginning of the age there was a definite time when
the truth went forth. None could be reached by
that truth a moment ahead of God’s due time.

Are we to suppose that God would not continue
His orderly way of doing things at the close of the
age? Must we conclude that God having miracu-
lously commenced the circulation of His truth is
not now able to stop it; and that therefore many
will be reached by it whom He does not desire to
have reached? Are we to believe that through the
supposedly misguided efforts of a few of His ig-
norantly zealous children that God will be forced
into the position of having to disappoint many who
hear and were inspired by His pure message of
truth to aspire for the high calling after the door
to the high calling was closed? Surely, this doesn’t
seem to be God’s way of carrying on His work.

Is it not obvious that just as God opened the door
at the beginning of the age by causing the truth to
be circulated, that he will close the door at the
end of the age by blocking all further efforts to
circulate the truth? In some parts of the earth this
has already been done. In America, however, ihe
Lord has not yet stopped the circulation of the
truth; and, unless we take the position that God
has no control over His truth, this would seem to
be conclusive evidence that He is still calling some
to enter the Narrow Way.

DOOR CLOSED TO FOOLISH VIRGINS

When the door to joint-heirship with Christ is
finally closed, the foolish virgin class discover that
they are on the outside. Both classes entered the
Narrow Way while there was still an opportunity
to do so, but the foolish virgins did not “run so as
to obtain.” Influences of the world, the flesh and
the devil succeeded in detouring these from the
strait and Narrow Way so that they do not reach
a position with Christ upon the throne, but in-
stead the detour results in their being found before
the throne. 'This will be a glorious position as ser-
vants, but not as exalted as the position of kings
upon the throne.

But the entrance to the Narrow Way will be
closed when there is no further opportunity for
those who enter to reach the other end and pass
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through the open gate into the Kingdom. If one
sees the privilege of self-denial, and in the divine
providence is afforded the opportunity to serve and
sacrifice and suffer in the cause of divine truth,
it means that the Narrow Way is still open, and
that he can enter in full assurance of faith that God
has called him, and that if he continues faithful
he will hear the well done at the end of the way.

After entering the Narrow Way the traveler
needs to be constantly on the alert in order that he
be not turned aside by the many misleading signs
and allurements that beckon to him at almost every
advance step of the journey. Knowing that it is
unnatural for one to be living a life of self-denial
and sacrifice, most of the allurements are purpose-
Iy designed as appeals, cunningly camouflaged, to
give up the life of constant opposition to the de-
sires and preferences of the flesh. If these appeals
were openly made, few consecrated Christians
would give heed to them; but they are not. They
are made in such a way as to appear good, and to
be thoroughly in line with the objective for which
the Christian is striving. They are made to appear
right, as the prophet declares: “There is a way
‘that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death.”—Prov. 14:12.

Knowing the end to which the Narrow Way
leads—if followed to the end-—and knowing the
conditions of self-denial and sacrifice upon which
we begin this difficult journey, we should be able
to detect readily which of the signs we encounter
have been erected by the devil and which ones
by the Lord. While Satan’s signs are deceptive
and misleading, an analysis of each sign as it is
encountered should reveal whether it encourages
continued obedience to the terms of our conse-
cration and hence continuance in the way of ser-
vice and suffering.

TRIALS SHOULD NOT DISCOURAGE

When the Christian enters the Narrow Way, and
repeatedly until the end is reached, Satan seeks to
turn him aside through discouragement. The
‘thought is often presented that one who has the
full favor of the Lord should not have so many
trials; hence, if one has severe trials of one sort
or another it means that he is not pleasing to the
Lord. The Lord knew that these particular decep-
tive influences would be brought to bear upon the
Christian in an effort to" discourage him, so has,
as it were, erected signs to counteract them.

One of these signs. reads: “In the world ye
shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.” This reveals that the Chris-
tian life is a life of trial, and that our Leader Him-
self, even though perfect, and able to render per-
‘fect obedience, was subjected to trial. The world
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hated Him, and persecuted Him. When we enter-
ed the Narrow Way we agreed to follow the Mas-
ter, which means that we must expect to experi-
ence trials similar to those through which He
passed. A proper appraisal of the significance of
this sign, therefore, means that instead of the trials
that come from the world implying that God has
deserted us, they signify exactly the opposite;
namely, that our sacrifice is being accepted.

God’s signs of encouragement along this line
are many, covering every discouraging circum-
stance that may arise. Another one reads: “Think
it not strange concerning the fiery trial that is to
try you, as though some strange thing happened
unto you, but rejoice inasmuch as ye are partakers
of Christ’s sufferings.” With our faith firmly upon
the blessed reality of these words, it should be most
difficult for Satan to lure us aside with misleading
sophistry calculated to make us believe that the

Christian life should be an easy, pleasant life.

" Nor are we to attempt to choose the source of
our trials. They may come from the world, or, as
was the case in the experience of the Apostle Paul,
some of them may come from “false brethren.”
Paul, of course, by reason of his apostolic author-
ity was able to definitely identify the false breth-
ren. We cannot do that, yet at the same time.. like
Paul, we may find that some of our severest trials
result from our association with the brethren. We
misunderstand them, they misunderstand us, and
trials result. Then is when Satan gets in his work
by trying to induce us to hold aloof from the breth-
ren, to forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether. This is a form of discouragement, which if
yielded to, will soon result in coolin® zezl along
other lines as well. We cannot walk in the Nar-
row Way while holding aloof from fellow travelers
who are passing on toward the same goal of self-
abnegation now, and glory with Christ in the King-
dom at the end.

Yes, we must expect tribulation while walking in
the Narrow Way. But while we are assured that
this will be so, we are also encouraged hv the
many promises of the Lord that He will help us
to bear what ever may come of trial and sorrow.
“As thy days so shall thy strength be,” reads one of
these signs; and ‘as we journey on we can take com-
fort in this promise and determine that by God’s
grace Satan’s cunning—while appealing to the flesh
—will not be permitted to lead us into a detour
from our course of faithfulness. While to those
who may become discouraged these trials may
seem like “great tribulation,” we will, by His help,
look upon them as “Light afflictions which are but
for a moment,” and which are “working out for us
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

(To Be Continued)



THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS
Oct. 15—Matt. 4:1-11

1 Then was Jesus led up of the spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted of the
devil.

2 And when He had fasted forty days
and forty nights, He was afterward an
hungered.

3 And when the tempter came to Him,
he =aid, If Thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made
bread.

4 But He answered and said, It is writ-
ten, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.

5 Then the devil taketh Him up into
the holy city, and setteth Him on a pin-
nacle of the temple.

6 And saith unto Him, If Thou be the
Son of God, cast Thyself down: for it
is written, He shall give His angels charge
concerning Thee: and in their hands
they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time
Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.

8 Again, the devil taketh Him up into
an exceeding high mountain, and shew-
eth Him all the kingdoms of the world,
and the glory of them; ’

9 And saith unto Him. All these things
will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down
and worship me.

10 Then saith Jesus unto him., Get
thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
Him only shalt thou serve.

11 Then the devil leaveth Him, and,
bhehold, angels came and ministered unto
Him.

GOLDEN TEXT: For we have ...
that hath been in_all points tempted like
es we are, yet without sin.—Heb. 4:15.

HE temptation of Jesus was
R calculated to appeal to, “the
AN lust of the flesh, the lust of
_GD_ ) the eye, and the pride of
life.” The most natural thing in the
world is to gratify one’s appetite.
And surely it would not hurt the
stones to turn them into bread. As
there was no other food available
the Adversary suggested that under
the circumstances it would be right
for the Master to use His God-given
powers in the aforesaid manner,

Ag for receiving the kingdoms of
this world and the glory of them, it
would simply be another and simp-
ler way of setting up the divine king-
dom. What matter i it were
a bit before the due time? Surely
it-would be all the better for that
reason., Jesus had in mind the pur-
pose of some time establishing a
kingdom, then why not do it at once
and be done with it? All He had to
do in return was to acknowledge
Satan as the power behind the
throne.

one

Then the Master’'s commission
plainly demanded some great sign
of His power, something to appeal
to the multitude and capture their
loyalty. All He had to do was to
go up to the pinnacle of the temple
and cast Himself down and God’s
angels would care for Him; for so
it had been written in prophecy.

The whole scheme, as devised by
“the Prince of the power of the air”
was an exceedingly clever one, and
all the more so because, on the face
of it, it seemed to contain no viola-

.tion of any divine law or principle.

It would have been utterly useless
to invite Jesus to commit murder, or
to invite Jesus to commit murder, or
moral law. Our Lord was no law-
breaker. He was tempted, “in all
points like as we are, yet without
sin.” (Heb. 4:15.) Now then the
guestion is, wherein lies the true
comparison between His temptations
and ours?

Turning the stones into bread in
our case would mean using our
spiritual gifts to gratify the flesh.
If a man were to call himself a
preacher, and yet preached what he
called the gospel merely to make a
living, he would be succumbing to
this temptation. God gave us our
pounds and talents to use in His
service, and not in our own. Faith-
fulness in the use of these gifts may
mean, that, at times, we may go
hungry. Yet God will never forsake
us, and will set our feet in a high
place and give us the unmistakable
evidences of His divine leading.

To acknowledge Satan and to re-
ceive power from him is also a
temptation to some people. We can
worship him by doing undue hom-
age to the iniquitous system that he
has reared, also by pursuing some
worldly ambition and thus winning
the approval of men.

Jumping down from a pinnacle of
the temple might have its counter-
part when one attempts to do some-
thing to command men’s admiration.
Some of God’s people have good
brain power and might shine in so-
ciety by using their mental qualifi-
cations in certain ways. But the
truly consecrated are not living for
these things. Their song is,

All for Jesus, all for Jesus,

All my being’s ransomed powers,
All my thoughts and words and doings,
All my days and all my hours.

Questions:

How was Jesus ‘‘tempted like as we
are”?

What were some of the temptations
put before Jesus?

What was Satan’s object in quoting
Scripture?

Is the ability to gquote Scripture all
th;a,t is necessary to know the Divine
will?

THE CITIZENS
OF THE KINGDOM
Oct. 22—Matt. 5:1-16

1 And seeing the multitudes, He went
up into a mountain: and when He was
set, His disciples came unto Him.

2 And He opened His mowth, and
taught them, saying,

3 Blessed are the poor In spirit: for
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: for
they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall
inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they
shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they
shall obtain mercey.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God.

10 Blessed arc thecy which are perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs
is the Kingdom of heaven,

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall re-
vile you, and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you false-
ly, for My sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:
for great is your reward in heaven: for
so persecuted they the prophets which
were before you.

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but
if the salt have lost his savour, where-
with shall it be salted? It is thence-

- forth good for nothng, but to be cast

oirt, and to be trodden under the foot of
men,

14 Ye are the light of the world. A
city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, and
put it under a bushel, but on a candle-
stick; and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.

GOLDEN TEXT: Let your light so shine

before men that they may see your good

works, and glority your Father which is
in heaven.—Mait. 5:16.

=N THE Sermon on the Mount
' | Jesus puts a premium on

qualities that God values
very highly. The sermon was
delivered, not to the people of the
world, but to His disciples. The
poor in spirit are those who feel
their spiritual poverty, who do not
feel self-sufficient, but realize their

5o
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dependence on God in all things.
They know that He is the source of
goodness and of strength, and that
without Him we can do nothing.

The mourning ones in this present
age who belong te Him are com-
forted by the assurances of His love
and His protecting care. “To ap-
point unto them that mourn in
Zion,” said the prophet Isaiah: “to
give unto them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the gar-
ment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness.” (Isa. 61:3.) “Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden,” said the Master, “and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.”
Matt. 11:28, 29.

The meek ones are the teachable
ones. They do not know it all. Dai-
ly they sit at the feet of the great
Teacher to learn of Him. Because
they are willing to learn now, they
will be ableé to teach .the world in
due time. They understand the
principles of teaching, and will know
how to impart instruction.

“Blessed are they which do hun-
ger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled.” The people
of the world hunger for money, and
position, and fame, and earthly pos-
sessions, but God’s people hunger
for righteousness, that they may be-
come more like their great exem-
plar, Jesus, and may become “filled
with all the fulness of God.”—Eph.
3:19.

It is a blessed thing to be, merci-
ful. This is a quality that surely all
can possess to a greater or lesser
degree. There are many things that

we cannot do, but here is something-

that we CAN do. “With what
measure ye mete, it shall be meas-
ured to you again,” said Jesus.
(Matt. 7:2.) And again, “If ye for-
give not men their trespasses, nei-
ther will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” (Matt. 6:15.) Truly
mercifulness is a beautiful element
in any one.

The pure in heart see God in
various ways. They behold the
manifestations of His power in na-
ture, His justice in the execution
of the death sentence upon all men,
His love of beauty in the wild flow-
ers of the fields and woods, and in
the cultivated ones of the gardens,
They also see it in the bright plum-
age of birds, in the sunset and the
sunrise, and in the many other
things. Then they look for God-
likeness in others, and what we look
for we are likely to behold. They

also see God in His Word, as they

contemplate His mighty Plan of the
Ages. Then in due time they will
actually see Him in glory, and so
they can sing,
“Face to face shall I behold Him,
Far beyond the starry sky,
Face to face in all His glory,
I shall see Him by and by.”

A benediction is also pronounced
upon the peacemakers There are
many strife-makers in the world,
but the Lord’s people are not those
who incite anger and strife, for they
love peace and are the children of
peace. Yet they do not put peace
before punty, for “wisdom that is
from above is first pure, then peace-
able.”—Jas. 3:17.

Jesus said, “Woe unto you, when
all men shall speak well of you!” but
“blessed are ye, when men shall re-
vile you, and persecute you.” (Luke
6:26.) The Master knew that too

much adulation would not be good !

for us, and that persecution would
but drive us closer to God.

“Ye are the light of the world.”
Just think of it! The light that we
have is the truth, and we should let
it shine forth for the good of others,
and not hinder its dissemination. If
we do these things, great will be our
reward in heaven.

QUESTIONS:

Who are the poor in spirit?

Who are the mourning ones?

What does it mean to be meek?

How can we become filled with right-
eousness?

By what means may we promote peace?

What are the most effective ways of
letting our light shine?

BEVERAGE ALCOHOL
-AND SOCIAL PROGRESS
Oct. 29—Micah 2:9-11; Luke 21:29-
31, 34-36; 1 Cor. 6:9-11

Micah 2:9 The women of my people
have ye cast out from their pleasant
houses; from their children have ye
taken away my glory for ever.

10 Arise ye, and depart; for this is
not your rest: because it is polluted, it
shall destroy you, even with a sore de-
struction. .

11 If a man walking in the spirit and
falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy
unto thee of wine and of strong drink;
he shall even be the prophet of this peo-
ple.

Luke 21:28 And He spake to them a
parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the
trees;

30 When they no wshoot forth, ye see
and know of your own selves that sum-
mer is now nigh at hand.

31 So likewise ye, when ye see these
things come to pass, know ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.

34 And take heed to yourselves, lest
at any time your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
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cares of this life, and so that day come -
upon you unawares.

36 For as a snare shall it come on all
th&nﬁ that dwell on the face of the whole -
earth.

36 Watch ye therefore, and pray al-
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy
to escape all these things that shall come
to pass, and to stand before the Son of
man.

1 Cor. 6:9 Know ye not that the un-
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be not decelved: neither for-
nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate. nor abusers of themsslves
with mankind,

10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor-
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God.

11 And such were some of you: but ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye
are Justiﬁed in the name of t.he Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

GOLDEN TEXT: KNOW i)l'e not that the-
unrighteous shall net in erit the King-
" dom of God?—Cor. 6:9. .

31 EMPERANCE has been call-
!ed “moderation in all things.”"
Y The Bible holds up self-con-

‘ Itrol as a fundamental nec-
e551ty for God’s people. “Godliness
is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, an
of that which is to come.” (1 Tim.
4:8.) Then we read, “He that is slow
to anger is better than the mighty;
and he that ruleth his spirit than he-
that taketh a city.” (Prov. 16:32.)
If we would develop will-power we
must do so by controlling our natur-
al appetites and desires.

Alas, that a man should so dishon-
or his body as to become intoxicated
in any sense or to any degree. Yet
some people become intoxicated with
wealth, and some with worldly am-
bition. We are living in an age
when many kinds of inebriation are-
in evidence, and therefore the en-
tire structure of human affairs is un--
stable and unsatisfactory.

In Psalm 107:23-27, we read,
“They that go down to the sea in
ships, that do business in great wa-
ters; these see the works of the Lord
and His wonders in the deep. For
He commandeth, and raiseth the
stormy wind, which lifteth up the
waves thereof. They mount up to
the heaven, they go down again to
the depths; their soul is melted be-
cause of trouble. They reel to and
fro, and stagger like a drunken man,
and are at their wit's end.”

In the foregoing passage the writer
alludes, not to the literal sea, but
evidently to the great sea of human
life. The “ships” referred to may
be the giant corporations in which
people do business in great waters
at the present time. Thus the Scrip-
ture shows the agitated conditions
of the industrial world today. There
is a lot of commercial drunkenness
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which comes from imbibing the wine
of policies that are not good for the
people at large, but cause unhappin-
ecs by the exploitation of millions of
the human race.

There is also much spiritual in-
toxication in so- called Christendom,
and because of this state of things,
the Lord says, “Lo, I begin to bring
-evil on the city which is called by
My name, and should ye be utterly
unpunished? Ye shall not be unpun-
ished: for I will eall for a sword up-
-on all the inhabitants of the earth,
saith the Lord of hosts. .. The
Lord shall roar from on high, and
utter His voice from His holy habi-
tation; . . . evil shall go forth from
nation to nation, and a great whirl-
wind shall be raised up from the
coasts of the earth. And the slain
-of the Lord shall be at that day from
one end of the earth even unto the
other end of the earth.”—Jer. 25:
29-33. <

In setting forth the signs of the
end of the age, Jesus warned His
disciples against becoming sur-
charged with the cares of this life,
or intoxicated with the pleasures,
the allurements of the world, lest
they be caught napping like the rest
of mankind, for we read that “the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief
in the night, for when they shall
say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape.”—1 Thess.
5:3.

It is manifest to all real students
of the Bible that we are now in
the ending time of the age, and it

- therefore behooves every sincere
follower of the Master to be sober
and diligent, and wise toward God;
for the Apostle tells us that all things
that can be shaken will be shaken,
and that only those things that can-
not be shaken will be allowed to re-
main,

“We can see His coming judgments
as they circle all the earth,

The signs and groaning promised

to precede a second birth;

‘We read His righteous sentence in

. the erumbling thrones of earth,

Our King is marching on.”

“So likewise ye, when ye see these
things come to pass, know ye that
the kingdom of God is ~igh at hand.”
—Luke 21:31.

QUESTIONS:

Point out the kind of intoxication that
exists in the industrial realm, and its
cause, .

What drunkeness is there today in the
system called Christendom?

How did Jesus warn His disciples to be
prepared for the ending time of the
Gospel age?

Quote some Scripture texts dealing
with into:rication.

Is there any danger to Bible Students
from this evil?

RIGLTEOUSNESS
IN THE KINGDOM
Nov. 5—Matt, 5:17-20, 38-45; 6:1-13

17 Think not that I am come to de-
stroy the law, or the prophets: I am ‘not
come to destroy, but to fulfil.

18 For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
till all be fulfilled.

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one
of these least commandments, and shall
teach men so, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven: but who-
soever shall do and teach them, the same
shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.

20 For I say unto you, That except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteous-
ness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

38 Ye have heard that it hath been
said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for
a tooth:

39 But I say unto you, That ye re-
sist not evil: but whosoever shall smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the
other also.

40 And if any man wlll sue thee at
the law, and take away thy coat, let
him have thy cloke also.

41 And whosoever shall compel thee
to go a mile, go with him twain.

42 Give to him that asketh thee, and
from him that would borrow of thee
turn not thou away.

43 Ye have heard that it hath been
said, Thou shalt love thy mneighbour,
and hate thine enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you.

45 That ye may be the children of your
Father which is in heaven: for He mak-
eth His sun to rise on the evil and on
the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust.

6:1 Take heed that ye do not your
alms ‘before men, to be seen of them;
otherwise ye have no reward of your
Father which is in heaven. '

2 Therefore when thou doest thine
alms, do mot sound a before

. thee, as the hypocrites do in the syn-

agogues and in. the streets, that they
may have glory of men. Verily I say
unto -you, Théy have their reward. .

3 But when thou doest alms, let not
thy left hand know what thy right hand
doeth: )

4 That thine alms may be in secret:
and thy Father which seeth in.secret
Himself shall reward thee. openly.

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt
not be as the hypocrites are: for they
love to pray standing in the synagogues
and in the corners of the streets, that
they may be seen of men. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward.

'8 But thou, when thou prayest, enter
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in
secret; and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly. :
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7 But when ye pray. use not vain
repetitions, as the heathen do: for they
think that they shall be heard for their
much speaking.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them:
for your Father knoweth what things ye
have need of, before ye ask Him.

9 After this manner therefore pray ye:
Our Father which art in heaven, Hal-
lowed be Thy name.

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

GOLDEN TEXT:Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect.—Matthew 5:48,

NE can see how different the
¥|law of God is from the law
3| of the world. God’s law, in-
&3] deed, is preeminently the
law of love. The Lord’s followers
are not to resist evil after the man-
ner of worldly men, but to be kind,
forgiving and just in all things. for
they must act worthy of the vocation
wherewith they have been called.
Jesus called the scribes and Phari-
sees hypocrites; but there must be
no hypocrisy in those who would be
accepted as members of God’s
church.

To love one’s friends and hate
one’s enemies, is something that the
world in general can understand, but
the loving of our enemies is a hard
thing to do, and a thing that but few
can understand. To make a parade
of one’s piety is highly objectionable
in God’s sight; so, when we give
alms, it should be done in secret,
not letting the left hand know what
the right hand does.

The Lord’s prayer is in many re-
spects the most wonderful petition
ever offered to God. It is a great
sample prayer. It is very brief and
to the point. It is characterized by
a beautiful simplicity. It does not
ask the Lord for a great multitude of
things. It mentions the fact that
God lives in heaven, and thus mili-
tates against a false, pantheistic and
omnipresent conception of the deity.
It asks for the divine kingdom to
come to the earth, because that is
the one and only hope for humanity,
and ere long the world will behold
the failure of all its policies and
schemes, and will then be ready to
welcome the kingdom for which the
Master taught us to pray. Then
God’s people ask for their daily
bread, and this may include both
natural and spiritual bread, for
“Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.”—Matt.
4:4. :




26

In using the Lord’s prayer, we ask
for forgiveness in the same propor-
tion that we are willing to forgive
others. Then we ask the Lord not
to forsake us in temptation and trial,
but to stand by us, and to deliver
us from evil; for we should be quite
helpless indeed without His assist-
ing grace. And if we thus keep on
in the way of righteousness, we shall
receive the great reward, in due
time.

QUESTIONS: .

What is the world’s law? How does 1t
differ from God’s law?

Why does the Lord’s prayer mention
the fact that God is In heaven?

Why does 1t say, “Thy kingdom come"?

To what extent are we forgiven?

In what various ways does God deliver
us from evil?

PUTTING
GOD’S KINGDOM FIRST
Nov. 12—Matt. 6:19-34

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures
upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal:

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal:

21 For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.

22 The light of the body is the eye:
if therefore thine eye be single, thy
whole body shall be full of light.

23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole
body shall be full of darkness. If there-
fore the light -that is in thee be dark-
ness, how great is that darkness!

24 No man can serye two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love
the other; or else he will hold . to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no
thought for your life, what ye shall eat,
or what ye shall drink, nor.yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the
life more than meat, and the body than
ratment?

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for
‘they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gathér into barns; yet your heavenly
Father feedeth fhem. Are ye not much
better than they?

27 Which of you by taking thought
can add one cublt unto his stature?

28 .And why take ye thought for rai-
ment? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they toil not, neither do they
spin:’ '

28 And why take ye thought for rai-

ent? Consider.the llies of the field, how
;ﬁ{e .one of these. '

Whgr;ef?re, if . God so clothe the grass
of the fleld, which today is, and tomor-
row .is .cast into.the oven, shall He not

uch more clothe you, .O ye of little
?alit;:\?

31 Therefore take no thought. saying,

What shall we eat? or, ‘What shall we
drink? oqr, Wherewithal shall we be
clothed?

32 (For after all these things do the
Gentiles seek:) for your heavénly Fath-
er knoweth that ye have need of all
these things.

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and His righteousness; and all

.and care.

these things shall be added unto -you.
34 Take therefore no thought for the

morrow: for the morrow shall take

thought for the things of itself. Suf-

ficient unto the day 1s the evil thereof.

GOLDEN TEXT‘ Seek ye first the king-
dom of God, and His righteousness—

Matthew 6:33.

871 HEN one opens up an ac-

G j count in a bank, his name
) w ] A . .
] i written down, and he is

S&33%) given credit for the amount

of his deposit. Every time that he -

adds something more to his deposit,
his credit increases. It would seem
to be somewhat similar in regard to
heavenly things. When we give our-
selves to God, He writes down our
names in His book of life, and as we
do more and more of the deeds of

-righteousness, our credit with God

increases, and this constitutes our
heavenly treasure. The Apostle
Paul referred to such treasure when
he said, “I know whom I have be-
lieved, and .am persuaded that He
is able to keep that which I have
committed unto. Him against that
day.” (2 Tim. 1:12.) It is, indeed,
true that the heart is where the
treasure is, and it is also true that
earthly riches cause anxiety, worry
But not_so with those
riches that are above.

If the eye be single (clear) we
can see the objects around us. But
if the 'eyesight become impaired,
and the light that is in us gives way
to darkness, that darkness is the
greater by contrast with the light
that we . formerly enjoyed. The
light given to the Christian is his
understanding of the truth, and if
this yields to darkness, he is in
a worse condition than he ever was.

Those who are Christians in name
only seem to .think .that they can
serve two masters, but this is an im.
possibility. They try to hold on to
the world with one hand and to
God with the other. ‘This means that
‘God rejects them, and they belong
entirely to the world. Jesus said,
“Many will say to Me in.that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied

.in Thy name? and in Thy name

have .cast out .devils? .and in Thy
name.done many wonderful works?
And .then will T profess unto them,
T never knew you: depart from Me,
ye that .work iniquity.” (Matt. 7.
22, 23.) These, evidently, .did not

put God and His truth first.

‘When Jesus spoke about .taking
no thought for the morrow, ‘He

meant that we should take no anx-

ious thought. The apostle expres-
sed the matter in -the words, “Be
careful (overly anxious) for noth-
ing; but in everything by prayer
and supplication, with ‘thanksgiving
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let your requests be made known
unto God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding
shall keep your hearts and minds
gh)roi_llgh thisthesus." (Phil. 4:6,
. ere, indeed, i
7 Hen s the very repose
The Master illustrated many of
His truths by references to th%ngs
In nature. He used the birds to il-
lustrate God’s provision for them.
They do not sow nor spin, and yet
they_ get a living. How simply do
the 'hhes grow and thrive. All they
do is obey the laws that govern
th‘elr being, and they are glorious
with a glory surpassing that of the
raiment of Solomon. Therefore if
we are in harmony with God’s spir-
itual laws, we, also, shall be taken
care of. While we are working for
the Master, He will see that we do
not want for the necessary things,
though, at times, our faith may be
severely taxed to believe this,

Grass was used by the Master to
show God’s ways in the earth, and
we are told that no two blades of
Grass. are exactly alike. The infer-
ence is that if God can clothe the
fields yvith the humble grass and
.nake it so appealing tn tha eye os
man, He can surely clothe us as
well.

To .put the divine Kingdom and
the Lord’s righteousness grst is the
,gr_and secret of life’s success, and
w1_11 mean entranee into that divine
Kingdom which is above.

QUESTIONS:

‘What did the Lord mean by havin
our treasures up above? Wha%: is ou%
heavenly treasure? .

How might one lose the truth
into outer darkness? f and go

What is the secret of the lilies? And
why did Jesus use this illustration?

‘What does putting the Kingdom first

mean to the OChristian in a practical
way?

FREE TRACTS

As world conditions become in-
creasingly distressing, people are
more ‘likely to be interested in
reading something that will furnish
a ray of light as to the outcome.
This makes it more than ever a
privilege to distribute tracts bear-

‘ing the ‘Kingdom message. "We have

Aracts on a wide variety of subjects.
Send for samples, or order in quan-
tities. Some of the more popular
subjects are:

“The Coming ‘World Dictator”

“Earth’s Coming Glory”

“Do You Know”
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Jesus, The Son of God

lieved that John was a prophet, and they wonder-

!;" HEN Jesus was twelve years of age, Jo-
W%! seph and Mary took Him with them to
FR9l the feast of the Passover in Jerusalem,”
said Uncle Eb. ~“After the celebratlon
was over, the party started out to return home,
and after traveling all day, Jesus could not be
fcund. So then they turned back to Jerusalem
in search of Him. Then, after three days, they
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of
the doctors of the law, both hearing them and
asking them questions. And all that heard Him
were astonished at His understanding of the Scrip-
tures. And when they saw Him, they were
amazed; and His mother asked Him why He had
left them, telling Him that they had been search-
ing for Him, And He said unto them, ‘How is it
that you sought Me? Do you not know that I
must be about My Father’s business?’ But they
did not understand this thing that He had said.
And He went down with them, and came to Naz-
areth and lived with them. And He increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and

man.

“John the Baptist was the man who pointed out
Jesus to the people, so he is called the forerunner
of our Lord. He preached in the country round
sbout the river Jordan. In his message to the peo-
ple, he quoted the well-known prophecy of Isaiah:
‘Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain
and hill shall be made low; and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough places plain: and
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together.’—Isa. 40:4, 5; Luke 3:
5, 6.

“And John urged the people to repent, and when
they asked, ‘What shall we do then?’ he replied,
‘Whoever has two coats, let him give one of them
to some person who hasn’t any; and whoever has
meat, let him do the same thing with the meat.’

“Then the soldiers asked him what they should
do, and he told them to do ‘violence to no man,’
neither to ‘accuse any one falsely,” and to be
‘content with their wages.’ And the people be-

ed if he were the Christ. But he said to them,
‘I indeed baptize you with water; but one far
mightier than I is coming. Indeed I am not worthy
to unfastenn His shoes. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and with fire.’

“Then came Jesus from Galilee to Jordan to be
baptized by John. And John said to Him, ‘I have
need to be baptized by you, so why do you come
to me?’

“But Jesus insisted that John immerse Him,
so the two went down into the Jordan and Jesus
was baptized. And after the ceremony was over,
Jesus went up out of the water, and the heavens
were opened unto Him, and he (John) saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon Him. Then a voice from heaven said, “This
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’

“After this, Jesus went out into the wilderness,
and He remained there forty days and had nothing
to eat. Then He felt hungry, and Satan came to
Him and said, ‘If you are the Son of God, command
that these stones be turned into bread.” But Jesus
answered him and said, ‘Man does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God.” Then the Evil One
suggested to Jesus that He cast Himself down from
a pinnacle of the temple, because there was a
divine promise that God’s angels would keep Him
from hurting Himself. But Jesus said, “It is writ-
ten again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.’
Then Satan took Him up on a high mountain and
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and the
glory of them, and said to Him, ‘I will give you
all these things if you will fall down and worship
me.” And Jesus said unto him, ‘Get behind Me,
Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.’
Then Satan left Him and angels came and min-
istered unto Him.

“One day Jesus was walking by the sea of
Galilee when He saw two men casting a net into
the sea, for they were fishermen. The name of
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one of them was Simon Peter, and the other was
called Andrew. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow
Me and I will make you fishers of men.’ And at
once they left their nets and followed Him. And
soon He saw two others in a fishing smack, and
He called them, and they also followed Him.
Their names were James and John.

“And Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teach-
ing the people and preaching about God’s king-
dom, and healing all kinds of sickness. And His
fame went out through all Syria, and they brought
to Him invalids of all kinds, and also many insane
persons, and He healed them. And great multi-
tudes followed Him. ‘

“Then Jesus went up into a mountain and
preached a wonderful sermon. This is called ‘the
Sermon on the Mount’ When-I was a boy, I
learned this sermon by heart, and received a prize
for repeating it without a mistake in Sunday
School.”

“Uncle Eb,” said Peter, “I learned the first part
of it, and believe I could say it.”

“Well, now, that’s fine,” said Uncle Eb. “Sup-
pose you just get to work and show us what you
can do, Peter.”

So Peter quoted from the fifth chapter of Mat-
* thew as follows:

‘“And seeing the multitudes, He went up into
a mountain: and when He was set, His disciples
came unto Him: and He opened His mouth and
taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the
earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for
they shall be called the children of God. Blessed
are they which are persecuted for righteousness’
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”’

“Now that’s very good, Peter,” said Uncle Eb.
“When you grow older you will be glad that you
have memorized this portion of Scripture. It
would be great for all of you to learn it right
- through, or at least, all of the beatitudes, as they
are called. L

“When Jesus came down from the mountain,
. the people followed Him. And there came a leper
and said to Him, ‘Lord, if you will, you can make
me clean. And Jesus put forth His hand and
spoke to him, and at once he was healed of his
disease.

“And there came an officer of the army and
said to Jesus, ‘My servant is very ill at home.’
And Jesus said, ‘I will come and heal him.” And
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the officer said, ‘Lord, I am not worthy that you
should come under my roof: but speak the word
only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am
a man of authority, having soldiers under me,
and I say to one, Go, and he goes; and to another,
Come, and he comes; and. to my servant, Do this,
and he does it.’

“And when Jesus heard the man say this, He
was much surprised, and He said, * I have not
found such great faith, not even in Israel. And
He said to the officer, ‘Go your way. As you have
believed so let it be!” And his servant was healed
in that same hour.

“And when Jesus came to Peter’s house, He
found a woman there sick with a fever. She
was Peter’s mother-in-law. And Jesus touched
her hand and the fever left her, and she was able
to do her work in the home.

“When the evening hour came, they brought to
Jesus many insane persons, and He healed them
all, as well as those afflicted with other kinds of
disease. Perhaps you remember that beautiful
hymn which says,

‘At even, ere the sun was set,

The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay.
Oh with what divers pains they met!
Oh, with what joy they went away.’

“Jesus frequently spake in parables, that is,
stories told to teach truth. One day He told them
this story.

‘A certain man went forth to sow wheat seed.
and as he cast it forth, some of it fell by the way-
side, and the birds came and ate it un. Some fell
on stony places, where there was not much earth,
and the sun came out and scorched it. and soon it
withered away. And some fell amon~ the thorns;
and the thorns sprang up and choked it. And
others fell on good ground, and brought forth
fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixtyfold, and
some thirtyfold.’ '

“Then our Lord explained the parable. He
said that the seed was the Word of God. When
some persons hear this Word and do not under-
stand it, the wicked one comes along and takes
it away from them, and this is the case of the
wayside hearers. Others again receive the Word,
but do not have enough depth of character to
hold onto it, and when persecution arises, the
seed withers away. The thorns that choke the
seed in some cases are the cares of this life and
the deceitfulness of riches. Then the good ground

hearers are those who really love the truth and

who put it into practice in their lives. The truth
indeed is wonderful seed, and it brings forth won-
derful fruitage when it is nourished in the divinely
appointed way.
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OUR PRIVILEGES TODAY

WITH the outbreak of hostilities in Europe the
friends both here and abroad are reminded afresh
of the futility of putting their trust in man-made
institutions, all of which, the Scriptures so clearly
point out, must give place to the divine Kingdom
in which Jesus will be the King. We are also
given fresh evidence of the near approach of the
church’s deliverance, and of her union with the
seavenly Bridegroom. Nearer and nearer comes
the glad day when that happy proclamation will
be made, “The marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife hath made herself ready.”—Rev.
19:7.

European hostilities are certain to effect the
consecrated in one way or another; indeed, al-
ready has this been true. Perhaps the English
speaking brethren generally were not aware of
the activity of our brethren in Poland. Through
the assistance of Polish speaking brethren in
America considerable effort has been made in
Poland in recent years to spread the truth. Con-
ditions following the World War made Poland
more accessible as a field for harvest work than it
had been during the height of the harvest work
in other countries previous to 1914. These com-
paratively recent efforts of the brethren in Poland
were richly blessed of the Lord, and many former
Polish Catholies embraced the truth.

Obviously the whole scene in Poland is changed
now. The “dark night when no man can work”
has undoubtedly settled down over that disrupted
country. What the condition of the friends there
may be we are unable to say, but it is certain that
they are in need of our prayers. Without doubt
the spirit of their consecration vows is being put
to the test. With the Pagan forces of Germany
and the Atheistic forces of Russia constituting the
governments of Poland, it is certain that conse-
crated Christians will be given little liberty, or
even consideration. It is not inconceivable to sup-
pose that they may be persecuted to the point of
extinction.

How thankful the brethren in Poland, as well
as the Polish brethren in America, must be to
realize that they did what they could while they
could to let the light of the gospel shine out in

that priest-ridden country! In this the Polish
brethren should be an example to the rest of us.
Should not we bestir ourselves to make sure that
we are doing all we can in our own country while
it is yet called day. The activities of the brethren
in Poland were not without great sacrifices and dif-
ficulties. While the government of Poland tech-
nically granted religious liberty, the Papal influ-
ence among the people was very strong, and as a
result the brethren suffered bitter persecution at
the hands of priest-incited mobs, and otherwise.
Conditions generally were most favorable in Po-
land for non-Catholics. Now, of course, efforts
will doubtless be made to stamp out all forms of
professed Christian worship and service.

Our brethren in Germany for some time past
have been going through fiery trials. Since the
start of the war this fire has doubtless raged hotter.
In fact, news reports published in American papers
indicate that some “Bible Students” and “Russell-
iles” have already been shot as traitors to the
government. Let us also bear our brethren in
Germany before the throne of grace. What a priv-
ilege we have of thus remembering all the conse-
crated. And while we may not know them person-
ally, we love them, and by God’s grace look for-
ward to meeting them on the other side of the
veil,

In Great Britain the brethren, while in the war
zone, will doubtless continue to enjoy a large meas-
ure of liberty. For many years the British govern-
ment has been consistent in its granting full liber-
ty of religious thought and activity. During the
last war the brethren carried on with their meet-
ings much as usual. The brethren in the British
Isles, however, are faced with problems arising
out of the war; and they will certainly be sub-
jected to whatever hardships are imposed upon
the people as a whole; hence they too will need our
love and prayers. In this connection we believe
that the following excerpts from a letter just at
hand from brethren in the north of England will
be of interest:

“Loving greetings! We suppose at this time [Sep-
tember 8] you will be thinking of the brethren over
in Britain. We have just received the September

Dawn and much appreciate the kind remembrance of
us that is expressed on the closing page. It is very
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comforting to know that you are thinking of and
praying for us. You will recall some of the scenes of
the last crisis when we were all busy with gas masks
and trenches. This time it has turned to reality, and
the last week has been a time of great strain for
everyone. '

“People are now taking things wonderfully cheer-
fully; going about their usual duties and adjusting
themselves to the changed conditions. Most folks are in-
doors by 10 P. M., and the cars and buses stop run-
ning at that time. It seems literally true that ‘darkness
covers the earth and gross darkness the people” When
we open the front.door at night it is like looking into
an abyss.

“Last Sunday we took the children to a cousin, who
has a farm. They seem quite content so far. They
will be starting school there next week. It will be a

new experience for them, but is one that many English

families are having at this time. The wireless news
bulletin tonight said that one and one-half million
have been moved from crowded areas. The arrange-
ments and organization by which this was done was
really marvellous.

“The streets now look as though the pied piper of
Hamlin had been around; but it is good to know
that “even this will pass away.” When in the ages to
come mankind looks back on this experience they will
realize how futile have been all man’s efforts in at-
tempting a government in which God had no place.
We are feeling now the preciousness of the many
promises of the Word. The assurance we have is the
best of all air raid shelters—‘The eternal God is thy
refuge.

“The class is still continuing. We are having to
arrange for a Sunday afternoon meeting, instead of
-evening, as the friends would have difficulty in re-
turning to their homes when it is so dark and trans-
portation facilities so uncertain. . . . We attended the
London Convention [in August] and feel thankful
that the Lord permitted us to enjoy such fellowship.
We hardly hoped, when we left the Society, to be able
to ever again enjoy a convention such as we had in
earlier days. But the London Convention was the
best ever. We will long remember it; and it will help
us in days ahead. ,

“We remember you all at the throne of grace, and
we know that soon we shall all be sharing in that
Kingdom of lasting peace. With warm Christian love.”

—J. & D. H.

In America there is yet nothing to hinder going
ahead with whatever activity the Lord indicates to
be His will for us. The people should now be
even more willing to listen to a message of truth
than heretofore. May the Lord give us all strength
to make faithful use of the remaining favorable
season for telling out the blessed tidings of His
Kingdom. Just how much longer this favorable
opportunity will last we do not know. With the
present outlook threatening the very existence
of the financial and social structure upon which
normal and customary activity is based; it behooves
us to make good use of our talents and opportun-
ities while we have them and while they can be
used effectively in the interests of the Kingdom.

Those fully_ consecrated to the Lord will be
closely watched from now on. I our hearts, as

"and one of them is kindness.
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they should be, are filled with sympathy and love
for all, we will not wish to bring railing accusa-
tions against those who do not share our glorious
hope- of the future. While we know that the ef-
forts of men will fail, we can properly appreciate
the sincerity which we must assume is prompting
these efforts. Our proclamation of the “day of
vengeance” by no means involves any necessity for
pronouncing vengeance, either upon individuals
or upon groups of individuals. The burden of our
message should be to “comfort all who mourn,”
that is, those who are caused to mourn by the “day
of vengeance.” Viewed thus a proper declaration
of the day of vengeance means the giving out of
a message of cheer by explaining that the present
dark clouds of trouble will soon pass over, reveal-
ing the glorious “sun of righteousness” whose
healing rays will soon give peace, health and life
to a suffering world.

The Christian’s attitude, both in association with
the world and with his brethren, should be in
striking contrast with the spirit of hate and illwill
now being increasingly engendered in the world
by the propaganda of war. Let us endeavor to
remove all bitterness from our hearts, and be
filled and controlled more and more by the snirit
of love. Love has many glorious characteristics;
May our message tn
the public and our exhortations to each other,
breathe the spirit of kindness. If it does, we will
be true comforters in the world and in a church
that need comfort today as they never needed it

before.
L] * *

THE ANNUAL CONVENTION AT PITTSBURGH

AN OUTLINE of the Annual Pittsburgh Con-
vention program has just reached us, and a glance
at what has been arranged for this year indicates
that a rich blessing is in store for those who can
attend. In keeping with the spirit of local class
activity and initiative, the Pittsburgh Convention
is wholly under the sponsorship of the Pittsburgh
Ecclesia of Bible Students. All the speakers to
serve on the program are invited as individuals.
and because of their standing in and for the truth
and its spirit, regardless of their association or
lack of association with general service efforts
that are being made. The Lord has blessed this
arrangement in past years, and we are confident
that He will not fail the friends this year when
they gather for the days of October 20, 21 and 22,
at the Old Bible House Chapel, 610 Arch Street,
North Side Pittsburgh, Pa. Let us all invoke the
divine blessing upon the Pittsburgh Convention,
and as many as possible be present to share in the
spiritual feast that will there be spread.
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Looking over the proposed program some things
of special interest appear. For the first time since
these annual gatherings were held, an elder of
the Los Angeles Ecclesia will serve on the pro-
gram. Last year the brethren were blessed in hav-
ing Brother Herrscher from as far away as
Phoenix, Arizona; and this year Brother R. G.
Pollock, of Los Angeles, will represent the “Far
West.” In years gone by Brother Pollock served
extensively in the pilgrim work, and will be re-
membered by many of the brethren. This will
be his first visit to the East since taking a stand
for Christian liberty several years ago.

For the past number of years the closing session

of the Pittsburgh Convention has been held in
Carnegie Music Hall, where a witness to the public
has been given. These meetings have always been
well attended. This year the way has opened up
for the use of Carnegie Hall on Saturday as well as
on Sunday night, and both of these sessions will
be well advertised, so that the convention will af-
tford the public two opportunities to hear the mes-
sage of the Kingdom.

Another item appearing on the program for the
first time is a symposium in which consecrated
brethren from among the “Juniors” will speak.
Brother C. E. Schiller, of Chicago, will have charge
of this program.

In addition to these items mentioned, there is
of course the usual arrangement of discourses,
and the topics of these indicate that practically
all phases of the truth and its application in the
Christian life will be touched upon during the
course of the convention. All in all, the prospects
are bright for a spiritually profitable 3-day asso-
ciation of the brethren who are able to attend.
For information address, Bible Students Ecclesia,
610 Arch St., N. S. Pittsburgh, Pa.

* k%

WORK PROCEEDING ON SCRIPTURE STUDIES

The huge task of type setting on the six volumes
of Studies in the Scriptures is now under way, and
each volume will be published as fast as this initial
work is completed. Many enquiries have been
received as to the advisability of making changes
in the phraseology of certain sentences relative
to events which were expected to occur in the year
1914. Probably some of the friends are not aware
that in 1915 the author himself made what appears
to be all the desirable changes; and an edition of
the -volumes published before his death contains
these changes. In republishing the set, we will, of
course, follow the text of this revised edition.
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COMFORTING THE MOURNING

The work of sending out Consolation Cards to
relatives of the deceased is receiving the Lord’s
blessing, and sorrowing ones are being comforted
through a better understanding of the hope set be-
fore both the church and the world in the glorious
gospel of the Kingdom. These cards offer a free
copy of the booklet, “Hope Beyond the Grave.”
Following is a short letter from one who received
a consolation Card, wrote for the booklet, and is
expressing appreciation for the blessings received:

“Dear Sirs: I received your booklet, ‘Hope Beyond
the Grave,’ a few weeks ago and am writing to ex-
press my thanks and appreciation. I would like to
have a copy of this booklet sent to my daughter in
Detroit. I know that it will bring her as much com-
fort as it has brought to us here. I am enclosing 15
cents to include two other booklets which I would
also like to read—‘God and Reason,” and ‘What Is
Man?' Please send the last two to my address.”

. —Mrs, J. S.

* *® 0k

LOANING THE DIVINE PLAN

Brother Theodore Smith writes that he and Sister
Smith are undertaking to call on all the residents of
Bellingham, Wash., to offer them a loan of The Divine
Plan of the Ages. They have already started this work,
and find that many volumes are being requested.
They suggest that if any of the brethren have extra
used copies of the First Volume and would like to
have them put to work, that they will be glad to re-
ceive them. The new postal rate on books makes it
possible to send the First Volume anywhere in the
United States for not more than 3 cents; and usually
one can be sent for 1} cents. The rate is 1} cents a
pound. Those who have First Volumes they would
like to see put to this use may address them to Theo-
dore A Smith, Box 13, Sedro Woolley, Wash. Pack-
age should be plainly marked, “Books.”

E Kk
LABOR DAY CONVENTIONS A BLESSING

A number of spiritually profitable conventions
were held over the Labor Day week-end, and re-
ports thus far received indicate that the Lord was
with His people at all these gatherings, and poured
out His rich blessing upon those who were able
thus to assemble. These conventions were held in
Vancouver, Canada, in the West; New York, in
the East; and also in Minneapolis, Minn.; Saginaw,
Mich.; and Detroit, Mich.

A note from the brethren in Vancouver tells of
a message of greeting which the convention re-
quested should be sent to as many of our brethren
in Europe as could be reached. The note reads:

“Those assembled here in Vancouver at our Labor
Day Convention send their love to the brethren in
Europe which at this time must be having many severe
trials and testings. We think of those dear ones daily,
and continually remember them in prayer that their
faith may be strong, enabling them to remain faithful
unto the end. It also gives us greater determination
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to be prepared and ready that when the testings come
to us, we too may meet them in a way pleasing in His
sight. We remember all of the Lord’s people every-
where in these trying times.”

One of the impressive features of the Brooklyn
Convention was the immersion service; at which
11 symbolized their full consecration to the Lord

The Dawn

and their determination to follow in the footsteps
of the Master. Nearly all of these were compara-
tively new in the truth, several of them having
Leard of the truth as a result of the efforts of the
brethren in Greater New York District to let their
light shine by means of public meetings, and other-
wise.

“GOOD HOPES” REPORT

FOR the benefit of new readers we wish to explain
that the method of listing each donation of $5 or
more in connection with a key number has been
adopted for the purpose of giving all contributors the
opportunity of noting whether their contributions
have been received and properly accounted for in har-
mony with their expressed wishes; these key numbers
being on the receipts sent to the contributors when
donations are acknowledged. The first item listed
inicludes all donations under $5.

(Months of April, May, June)
1939

FREE TRACT FUND

BAl—B51-——Al1-BT3 .. .. vt vriirierennrienrninvenns $26.16
1-668 ........... ... e ae et e 10.00
1T PN 5.00
1657 . .iviiiii s PN 45691
5 PN 5.00
- 10.00
1-662 .......... ettt e iiar ey 19.00
7 1 5.00
T 7 {1 5.00
B i 5 5.00
Balance April 1, 1939 .......ccouitiieieneneerannnannn 81.34
Transferred from General Fund .................... 600.00
Total ...... e et $817.41
Total number of tract pages of free literature
of various kinds sent out and charged against this
fund, 958, 544.
Total cost of printing and shipping $752.92
BAlANCE . ...cotirinrnrarenenronencnsenennn $64.49
CLASS FORMING FUND
B2elT ittt $ 200
D T 5.00
LT - 5.00
L 12.00
LI P NI 13.00
BBl ittt iaeiab e et aa e 6.00
LI 7 5.00
Balance April 1.......c.0ivviernrnrnaeenn 71.72
Transferred from General Fund .......... $100.00
TOtAl . ..cvrierennrneneraiae e anan
Total charge
BalaNCe ........vvenenintorsninsasaoncns
FREE BOOK FUND
GT-86—CT-87 ...vvvvnne P e eaeans e $ 2.00
L 2 - R R R LR 5.00
2 - R ggg
L 2 7 L
L 20T 3 A G ggg
L X
pril 1.........000 vt 2797
Transferred from General Fund 100.00
b 1o 7 N S U $154.97
Booklets charged against this fund, 1,645 at b cents
each: $77.25; 371 at 2 cents each: $7.42; other books
$23.20. Total CHArge......cvcoviererecvanasa $107.87
Balance ....... eeeiceiaiadcaia e, $47.10

FREE SUBSCRIPTION FUND

ES-1587—E5-189 ....00uieiirieieinnatasanennrannnnnns $ 4.00
’ Balance April 1....... et 33.87
Transferred from General Pund .......... 250.00
B 7 $287.87

Number of 3 months subscriptions charged to
this fund, 756 at 25 cents each; $189. Number
of annual subscriptions charged to this fund,
45 at $1 each; $45.

Total charge...... .......ccoiiiiininnn. $234.00

BalaNCe ...vvtiiniiinnieiiniiinaraeen., $53.87

TRAVELING SPEAKERS FUND
C3-1310--C3-1383...... $8438 3-1355 6.75
3-1309 ................ 5.00 3-1358 15.00
3-1311 3-1361 10.00
3-1315 3-1364 5.00
3-1319 3-1365 5.00
3-1322 3-1366 5.00
3~1325 3-1370 5.00
3-1328 3-1372 5.00
3-1328 3-1373. 25.00
3-1330 3-1374 5.00
3-1333 3-1381 5.0C
3-1337 3-1380 7.10
3-1338 Balance Apr. 1 191.69
3-1342 —— e
3-1347 Total .............. 488.92
3-1348 .. Traveling Expenses... 254.46
3-1351 .. i —
3-1352 Balance ............ $234.46
Number of class meetings served, 244; total at-
tendance, T7,165.
Number of public meetings served, 60; total at-
tendance, 4,539.

GENERAL FUND
F6-1861--F6-1943..... % 9892 6-1917 .............. 90.00
6-1862 ........c.hvuuis 500 6-1918 .............. 25.00
6-1865 ......00vniinnnn 1000 6-1919 ,............. 25.00
6-187T1 ................ 30.00 6-1922 ,............. 5.00
B-1875 .......ciuniunnn 602 6-1923 .............. 5.00
B-1876 .....cvvvevvnnnn 2500 6-1925 ,............. 6.25
6-1879 ........ .0 500 6-1931 .............. 10.00
6-1883 ..............n 2500 6-1933 .............. 25.00
6-1885 .......c000nnnnn 2500 6-1935 .............. 10.00
6-1889 ........c.i00nns 500 6-1939 .............. 10.00
6-1891 ............. ... 1500 6-1940 .............. 10.00
6-1896 ................ 8.00 6-1944 [N 25.00
6-1897 .......iiiinnnn 50000 6-1945 .............. 14.50
6-1898 ..............nn 500 6-1846 .............. 12.50
6-1802 ..........ci0unn 500 6-1947 .............. 5,00
6-1904 ............ ... 25.00 Balance April 1 ....140.23
B8-1905 ........cuiiuunn 5.00 —
6-1906 ........... 000 2000 Total .............. $1280.92
6-1910 ... .. ivinean 24.00 Transferred 1050.00
6-1812 ........ciinienn 18.00 —
6-1916 .......iiiinanes 1050 Balance ............ $239.92
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COMING CONVENTIONS

ST, LOUIS, MO., October 7, 8. The St. Louis
Bible Students extend a cordial invitation to all the
Lord’s people to attend this convention. All meetings
at 514 Culver Way, St. Louis. Take Olive street car
to 4000 West. Opening service 1:30 P. M., Saturday,
October 7. Convention closes with a public discourse
Sunday afternoon. Friends desiring accommodations,
elc., please communicate with the Secretary, Mr. J. B,
Bernoudy, 7033 Lindell Blvd,, St. Louis, Mo.

JACKSON, MICH., Oct. 15. 'This will be the Sixth
Annual Convention held each year in celebration of
the establishment of the class. For information ad-
dress, Mrs. A. A. Lutz, Secretary, 743 W. Morrell St.

PHILADELPHIA, PA,, Oct. 15. All sessions will be
held in Batley Hall, 2748 Germantown Ave., beginning
at 10:30 A. M. Public discourse will be given at 7:30
P. M. Address inquiries to Amos Van Sant, Redbank
Ave.,, Woodbury, N. J.

PITTSBURGH MEMORIAL CONVENTION. Oct.,
20, 21 and 22 are the days chosen for the Annual Gen-
eral Convention. Sessions will be held in O. of . A.
Temple, 610 Arch St., N. S., except Saturday and Sun-
day evenings. Public discourses will be held on these

evenings in Carnegie Hall, Address Bible Studqnts
Ecclesia, 610 Arch St., N. S. for further information.
See Talking Things Over.

LANCASTER, PA., October 29. Cooperating in
this 5th-Sunday gathering are a number of Ecclesias
in Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. Meetings
will commence at 10 A. M., in Odd Fellows Hall, 213
W. Chestnut Street.

RICHMOND, IND., October 28, 29. All sessions of
this two-day gathering will be held in the Odd Fel-
lows Building, corner of 8th and Main Streets. Fur-
ther details will be announced in the October Dawn;
or may be obtained from the Secretary, Mrs. A. B.
Crowder, 609 S. W. A., Richmond, Indiana.

Milwaukee Junior Bible Class, October 29.
rangements for this convention are progressing.

BROOKLYN, N. Y., Oct. 29. This will be one of
the regular 5th Sunday conventions. A fine attend-
ance is anticipated and all are cordially invited to
share this day of spiritual feasting. For further de-
tails write the class secretary, W. Josiah, 117-34 123rd
St., 5. Ozone Park., Long Island N. Y.

Ar-

THE NEW MANNA BOOK

The new edition of the Daily Heavenly Manna book,
containing ruled pages for birthday record, are now
ready. They are available in two bindings. The
popular edition, in semi-flexible cloth binding, red
edges, is priced at 50 cents. The de luxe edition,
bound in DuPont Kabrikoid (more endurable than
leather), gold stamped and gold edges, is priced at $ 1.
These prices include postage to any address in the
world.

Much satisfaction is being expressed by brethren
that these helpful books are again available. Many
are getting them in order to secure an up-to-date
list of autographs of those they meet at conventions,
and in the classes. Those new in the truth, and who
have never used the Heavenly Manna book, will find
it a valuable daily help in their spiritual lives. Its
daily Scripture texts with inspiring comments, give
the Christian an excellent start at the beginning of
each day.

These books are excellent for use as gifts, on birth-
days and on other special occasions.

KINGDOM CARDS

The Lord continues to bless the distribution of King-
dom Cards. People in general are more perplexed
today than ever before, hence it is appropriate to give
them an opportunity to learn something of the truth
of he divine plan. The use of Kingdom Cards has
proved to be an excellent method of introducing the
truth. They can be sent through the mail, or distrib-
uted from house-to-house, as you prefer, Send for
samples, or for a supply, as you desire,

HYMNS OF DAWN

We are glad to announce a full stock of Hymns of
Dawn, with and without music. The edition without
music is printed in clear readible type, and is bound in
limp cloth—very durable. The price is reasonable:
Single copies 15 cents; lots of 10 to 50, 12 cents each;
lots of 50 or more, 10 cents each. All prices include

postage.

The music edition is bound in blue cloth, with red
edges. You will be pleased with it. Single copies
85 cents; lots of 15 to 100, 73 cents each; lots of 100
or more, 65 cents each. All prices include postage.

€0

THE SCRIPTURE STUDY SETS

As announced in the last issue of The Dawn, we are
undertaking, with the cooperation of the brethren,
io republish the entire six volumes of Studies in the
Scripture. The work of typesetting has already be-
gun, and we will proceed with the work as rapidly as
possible.

The first thousand sets, which will be known as
the “Republication Edition,” will sell for $5 a set.
Many friends interested in this effort, have indicated
their desire to place advance orders for this edition,
and it is upon this basis that we are able to go forward
with the undertaking. Orders placed early are spe-

cially helpful.

THE DAWN 136 Fulton Street Brooklyn, N. Y,



