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Highlights of Dawn .
Doubtless many millions of words
have been spoken in the age-old
argument over the proper day t o
keep as a sabbath .

Is it Saturday ?

Or is it Sunday ?

Or, maybe we have missed th e
point altogether !

What does the Bible say ?

The Christian's Sabbath
"He that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased fro m

his own works, as God did from his . "
Hebrews 4 :10

IN THE Old Testament, the word sabbath, in most instances ,
is a translation of a Hebrew word which means 'intermis-
sion', with the texts in which it appears indicating that the in -
termission was for the rest from servile and gainful work .
Our word rest comes closest to defining the word sabbath . Its
meaning in the New Testament is the same .

In the New Testament, the word sabbath appears, in all ,
sixty times . Many of these uses are in narratives of event s
which occurred on the sabbath, such as the reading of th e
Scriptures in synagogues, or visiting synagogues . We are
also informed of the accusations against Jesus for healing th e
sick on the sabbath . In reply to these charges, Jesus ex-
plained, "My Father worketh hitherto [on the sabbath], and I
work." He also explained that "the sabbath was made fo r
man, and not man for the sabbath ."—Mark 2 :27 ; John 5 :1 7

Jesus gave no direct commands concerning the sabbath .
Neither did any of the apostles . The only use of the word i n
all the epistles of the New Testament is found in Colossian s
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2:16, which reads, '`Let no man therefore judge you in meat ,
or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon,
or of the sabbath ." In the King James Version, the word
days is added to sabbath in this text, but it is in italics, indi -
cating that it is an arbitrary addition, not, appearing in th e
Greek text. There is no reference to the sabbath in the Book
of Revelation .

Beginning with Cornelius, Gentiles began accepting Chris t
and coming into the Early Church . Their background o f
religious thought and experience was vastly different fro m
that of their Jewish brethren, and this presented a proble m
to those first believers in Christianity . To what extent should
the Gentile believers be expected to conform to Jewish
customs and viewpoints?

An apostolic conference was called at Jerusalem t o
consider this problem . The conclusions reached are set forth
in a message, or letter, which was sent to the churches . Thi s
letter reads, omitting the two opening paragraphs, "I t
seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, t o
send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas an d
Paul, men that have hazarded their lives for the name of ou r
Lord Jesus Christ . We have sent therefore Judas and Silas ,
who shall also tell you the same things by mouth . For i t
seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you n o
greater burden than these necessary things ; that ye abstai n
from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from thing s
strangled, and from fornication : from which if ye keep
yourselves, ye shall do well . Fare ye well ."—Acts 15 :25-29

It is noteworthy, we think, that in these necessary thing s
from which the Gentile believers were to abstain, no mentio n
is made of refraining from work on the seventh day .
Undoubtedly the reason is that the apostles understood the
Jewish Law was not binding upon the followers of Jesus ,
except those moral fundamentals pertaining to adultery, etc . ,
and in his Sermon on the Mount Jesus had given these a
higher or magnified meaning .
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Most students of the Bible are quite willing to agree the
ordinances of the Law are not binding upon Christians . But
some feel that the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, were
not, to use a scriptural expression, "nailed to the cross . "
Paul does not agree with this . In II Corinthians 3:11 he
speaks of that which was "done away," and going back to
verse seven we find that the Law to which he is referring i s
that of the commandments which had been "written an d
engraven in stones ." All of the many and various ordinance s
of the Law were not engraven in stones—only the Ten Com -
mandments . This leaves no doubt whatever that the Deca-
logue was done away insofar as Christians are concerned .

Moses summed up the intent and spirit of the ten com-
mandments to mean that we should love the LORD with al l
our hearts, and our neighbors as ourselves . (Deut . 6 :5 ; Lev .
19:18) The "new commandment" which Jesus gave to hi s
disciples goes beyond this, for it calls for the sacrifice of lif e
on behalf of our neighbors, our brethren . We are invited to
lay down our lives for them.—John 15 :13; I John 3 :1 6

Obviously to have such a love for God as would lead one t o
follow in the sacrifical footsteps of Jesus would, of necessity ,
result in purity of life and conduct. One who is laying dow n
his life in the service of God and of his fellows does not nee d
to be told not to steal ; not to covet ; not to commit adultery ;
and not to murder .

The sabbath commandment called for abstention fro m
servile and gainful employment on the seventh day . The true
Christian is one who has consecrated all that he has and is t o
the LORD and to his service . All that he may gain by workin g
he acquires for the LORD, so that all his work is holy . Those
who have such a viewpoint of, and purpose in life, need not t o
be told to consider one day a week holy to the LORD, for the y
have already consecrated every day to him .

Early Church Customs
It is clear from the record that the apostles, whe n

4
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opportunity afforded, visited the Jewish synagogues on th e
sabbath . This was not because they themselves were stric t
observers of the Jewish sabbath, but because they knew the y
would find devout Jews in the synagogues on these days to
which they could witness the Gospel of Christ .

They were just as alert for opportunities to serve on th e
first day of the week, when the Early Christians formed th e
habit of meeting on that day for the breaking of bread i n
commemoration of the resurrection of Jesus, as they were o n
any other day . One example of this is Paul's experience a t
Troas where, when he had preached until midnight, a youn g
man fell asleep and tumbled out of the window and wa s
killed . After restoring the young man to life, Paul preache d
the remainder of the night .—Acts 20 :7-12

This does not mean that the apostles had adopted the firs t
day of the week to be observed as the Christian sabbath . I t
simply means they were ready and glad to serve thei r
brethren and to bear witness to the Gospel wherever an d
whenever opportunity offered, regardless of what day of th e
week it might be .

A Rest Day Beneficia l
In connection with the sabbath, Moses reminded Israel o f

their slave days in Egypt when, apparently, no day of res t
was provided . It is a well recognized fact that human being s
need this day of rest from their ordinary occupations, an d
certainly Christians should rejoice in the opportunities i t
affords them for worship and service of the LORD. Now, of
course, in this modern age of labor-saving machinery,
millions enjoy two days a week from their gainful employ -
ment . The predictions are that this will not long hence be in -
creased to three .

The commandment relating to the sabbath simply state d
that there were to be six days of labor, and the seventh was t o
be a day of rest . No indication is given as to when the six day s
would or should begin to count . Evidently the spirit of th e
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commandment is that one day in seven was to be a day o f
rest . Some may insist that man has kept such accurate tim e
that the exact same seventh day of the week which we no w
call Saturday is the seventh day on which God rested when h e
had finished the creative work, and therefore no other da y
could properly be called the sabbath .

But several difficulties are encountered in connection wit h
this thought . The first one is that God's rest day was not on e
of twenty-four hours . (See the article in this issue of Th e
Dawn entitled, "Days of Creation .") No definite starting dT} '
can therefore be arrived at in this manner .

Scriptural days are measured from sundown to sundown ,
and here we are confronted with another difficulty, whic h
means that the days of necessity vary according to where on e
may be located on the earth . For example, this variation is so
great that when the international date line is crossed, there i s
a whole day's difference, so our "seventh" day might be th e
"sixth," or the "first, " on the other side of the earth !

Besides, for those who may live north of the artic circle, o r
south of the antartic circle, there is really only one "day" i n
the whole year—six months of sunshine, and six months o f
darkness . In these areas of the earth twenty-four hour tim e
divisions are wholly arbitrary, being governed by humanl y
made mechanical time-measuring devices .

All of this, of course, is relatively unimportant to our sub-
ject, except to emphasize the difficulties of endeavoring t o
establish a particular day out of seven as one which the
LORD has made holy, or sacred, above the others. We hav e
already quoted Paul's instructions that Christians are not t o
be judged upon the basis of whether or not they observe
certain days above others, or keep the Jewish sabbath; and
when we take all the facts Into consideration we can see how
truly wise Paul was In giving Christians such advice .—Col .
2 :1 6

8
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God's Rest
Our text indicates that Christian believers enjoy a sabbath ,

or rest, which is similar to the rest which God began when
the work of the six creative days was finished . Did God cease
all activity in order to rest, in the sense that we think o f
resting? Was God weary, or tired? The Prophet Isaiah wrote ,
"Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, that th e
everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of th e
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching of
his understanding ."—Isa. 40 :28

No, God was not tired! God did not need to rest . It i s
apparent, therefore, that there is a deeper meaning attached
to the statement that we, who have believed, "have ceased
from our own works, as God did from his ." Examining th e
general lesson of which our text is a part, some interestin g
facts appear . The first verse of the chapter reads, "Let us
therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into hi s
rest, any of you should seem to come short of it ." Certainly
the rest here referred to is something far beyond physica l
rest during one day in seven, whether it be the first or th e
seventh day .

Verses three and four read, "We which have believed d o
enter into rest as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, i f
they shall enter into my rest : although the works were
finished from the foundation of the world . For he spoke in a
certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did
rest the seventh day from all his works ." Here is a direc t
reference to the seventh day of God's rest, with the
explanation that the Israelites had failed to enter into hi s
rest—although the works were finished from the foundation
of the world .

How revealing are these texts! It was not that God had
been resting one twenty-four hour day in seven from th e
foundation of the world, and that the Israelites had failed t o
rest with him on those seventh days . No, the works were
finished from the foundation of the world, and God had bee n
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resting ever since . His rest had been continuous, all the time ,
and the Israelites had failed to share it with him because of
their unbelief .

The apostle then explains that because the typica l
Israelites had not entered into God ' s rest, therefore i t
remaineth that some must enter therein . (vs. 6) Verse seven
quotes a prophecy from Psalm 95:7 referring to a day, or
period, when God's people of this age would be given a n
opportunity to enter into his rest . Paul explains that if Joshua
(margin) had given rest to God's people in the Jewish Age ,
then the LORD through the psalmist would not have spoke n
of another day .

Now the point we wish to emphasize here is that thi s
apostolic lesson pertaining to Christian sabbath-keepin g
could not possibly be applied to resting one day in seven fro m
physical labor . Paul is not discussing the importance of on e
day above another, but is encouraging the Christian to ente r
into a rest of faith every day .

Verse nine continues the lesson and reads, "There
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God ." The
marginal translation of this text, which is true to the meanin g
of the original Greek text, reads, "There remaineth therefore
a keeping of a sabbath to the people of God ." This seems to
be a reference to a far more realistic sabbath, or rest, whic h
the faithful people of God will attain in the future ; but agai n
the reference is to a continuous rest, not an intermitten t
one-day-in-seven cessation from physical labor .

Then comes our text . It speaks of those who enter into
God's rest, and explains that those who do, cease from thei r
own works as God ceased from his. Here, also, the reference
is to something far more comprehensive and important tha n
resting one day in seven . A Christian ceases from his own
'works', not for the seventh day of each week, merely, but fo r
every day . His rest is as continuous as God's rest has been ;
and as verse three indicates, his has been an uninterrupted
rest from the foundation of the world .

'8
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What, then, are the works from which a Christian ceases ?
Is it his daily employment by which he makes a living'? No !
We believe the Scriptures reveal clearly that they are th e
works of righteousness by which one might attempt to secur e
the favor and blessing of the LORD . Paul refers to them as
the "works [and deeds] of the Law " by which "there shall no
flesh be justified ."—Rom . 3 :20; Gal . 2 :16; 3 :1 1

How do we cease from these works'? It is by placing our
faith and trust in the finished work of Christ . Christ, through
his shed blood, has provided justification and salvation for u s
which we could not attain by our own imperfect efforts, o r
works . Our rest of faith, therefore, is in him . It is a blessed
rest we enjoy, because that which we struggled unsuccess-
fully to attain has been provided by another .

"As God Did From His"
From this standpoint, Paul's comparison of the Creator' s

rest with ours is most interesting and enlightening . During
all those long days of creation, Jehovah and his beloved So n
together carried forward the work of preparing the earth t o
be man's eternal home. John wrote concerning Jesus in hi s
pre-human existence that "without him was not anything
made that was made ." (John 1 :3) This was as the Logos, an d
this title means representative, or mouthpiece . Jehovah
directed the work, so we hear him saying to his Son, "Let us
make man in our image ."--Gen . 1 :26

But, with the creation of man, the work of those six days
was completed . Man had been created in the image of God ,
with the ability to know right from wrong . He was told it was
wrong to disobey the Creator's law, and disobedience woul d
lead to death . He had been created a free moral agent .
Divine power would not, therefore, be used to restrain hi m
from sin ; so man partook of the forbidden fruit and wa s
sentenced to death .

There began the long night of sin and death . The Creator
still loved his human creation, but justice demanded the
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death penalty continue to be carried out . However, in hi s
wisdom, God had formulated a plan for human recovery fro m
sin and death, a plan which permitted man to experienc e
evil, and to profit therefrom, thus adding to his origina l
perfection that which could be acquired only by experience .

God's plan called for a Redeemer, one who would take th e
sinner's place in death, and, being raised from the dead ,
serve as the reconciler of the world to God . The one chose n
for this was none other than his own beloved Son, the Logos .
Now God's Son, who had worked under his supervision i n
creating all things, was assigned the responsibility of restor-
ing fallen man, and thus completing the Creator's ultimat e
design concerning the earth .—Isa. 45 :1 8

So God rested from his creative work ; rested, that is, in the
sense of entrusting its completion to another, even to his ow n
beloved Son. Since the Creator's confidence in his Son wa s
complete, his rest has been complete . He knew from the
beginning that his Son would willingly, gladly, and faithfull y
carry out every detail of his plan for the redemption and
recovery of fallen man from sin and death .

Paul wrote, "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unt o
himself ." (II Cor . 5 :19) The Creator is the Author of the plan
of reconciliation ; but, as Paul explains, it is accomplished
through Christ, and God rests the matter with him . Now we
can see how it is that our rest is like God's rest . We have
ceased from our own works as God did from his, because, lik e
God, we look to Jesus to accomplish what we could not d o
for ourselves .

God could not set aside the death penalty and restore sinfu l
man to life because the sentence of death was just, an d
divine justice could not be set aside. But Jesus became a
ransom, a corresponding price, and thus made possible th e
release of man from the penalty . We, as members of the
fallen race, are imperfect, and cannot approach God in ou r
own merit . But upon the basis of the ransom provided b y

io
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Jesus, he becomes our Advocate before the Father, so we ca n
beat peace with him, and enjoy a hope of life through Christ .

The Creator's confidence in Christ has always bee n
complete . The extent of our rest in Christ depends upon th e
degree of faith we exercise in this loving provision which ou r
Heavenly Father has made for us . Our Heavenly Father i s
active on our behalf even while resting . Jesus said that no
one could come to him unless drawn by the Father . And
Jesus promised that those who are thus drawn, he would i n
no wise cast out, but would raise up at the last day.—Joh n
6:44,37

Yes, God draws the sinner, not directly to himself, but t o
Jesus . Nor can the sinner go directly to God . He also must
recognize the need of redemption through Jesus . What is
true in the case of one individual member of the fallen race i s
true of all . Having brought upon himself the divine penalty of
death by transgressing the divine law, if man were ever to
live again something must be accomplished for him that th e
Creator could not personally do . He must be redeemed, an d
God gave his Son the opportunity to be the Redeemer .

The divine permission of evil in human experience migh t
proper-Iv be considered as the completion, in the sense of a
refining, of the human creation . It is a refining work
involving the operation of man ' s free moral agency . Isaiah
wrote that God created the earth "not in vain, he formed it t o
be inhabited." (Isa . 45:18) God knew that inexperienced ma n
would transgress his law . He knew he could not overlook thi s
transgression . But he also knew his beloved Son would gladly
take the sinner's place in death, and thus provide for hi s
recovery .

Thus the Creator could look down to the close of his day of
rest, and know the earth would be inhabited by restored
man, who would not only be perfect mentally, morally, an d
physically, but possessed also of that strength of righteou s
character that could be acquired only by experience . So God
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rested from his work pertaining to man that this ultimat e
attainment might be reached through the ministry of Jesus .

The seventh creative day, God's rest day, like the others ,
began in obscurity . Actually, from the standpoint of light an d
darkness, it has been more like night than day . However, thi s
long period during which evil has been permitted for the
further development of man, is to end in a glorious mornin g
of joy . The psalmist prophesied, "Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning ."—Ps. 30 : 5

The work of the final thousand years of this seventh day i s
described by the Apostle Paul as the time of Christ's reign .
Not only did Jesus provide redemption for the human race ,
but during his mediatorial reign will actually restor e
redeemed humanity to life and to harmony with God . Pau l
says that Christ must reign until all enemies are put unde r
his feet, and the "last enemy that shall be destroyed i s
death ."—1 Cor . 15 :25, 26

Then Paul adds, "When all things shall be subdued unt o
him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that
put all things under him, that God may be all in all ." (vs. 28 )
It was because God put all things under Christ—all things ,
that is, pertaining to the redemption and restoration of falle n
man—that he rested. But with the recovery of man complete ,
with all the families of the earth restored to perfection an d
able to obey the Creator's perfect law, Christ's work wil l
have been completed, and the Creator will resume his direc t
relationship with his human creation . The work of the las t
creative day will then be finished, and it can, perhaps will, b e
recorded, "The evening and the morning were the sevent h
day . "

Meanwhile, what a glorious incentive we have for fully
resting in Jesus to accomplish the divine purpose both i n
ourselves as individuals, and on behalf of the whole world . I f
our rest of faith is complete our peace and joy in him will b e
deep and full and rich. If we have fully believed, then we can
fully rest .

	

q

12

	

THE DAW N ,



Video Cassette Advertisement
BELOW is a suggestion for an advertisement of the Video Cas-
sette Service which we offer . You may wish to insert a simila r
ad in your local newspaper to make people in your tow n
aware that they can buy or borrow video cassettes on Bibl e
subjects :

VIDEO TAPE CASSETTES
ON BIBLE SUBJECTS

NOW AVAILABLE ON LOA N
Now you can enjoy
THE BIBLE ANSWERS pro-
grams in your home any time .

These are the same programs
that are televised nationwid e
every Sunday .

• • •
Besides using for home an d
family, they may be utilized fo r
public showings, church groups, SEND TODAY FOR YOURschools, and social functions .

	

FREE CATALOG

VIDEO CASSETTE S
containing two 30-min .
programs are recorde d
on half-Inch video tap e
In BETA and VHS for-
mat . These program s
can be obtained free, o n
loan, or purchased for
$6 .00 per tape.

DAWN VIDEO CASSETTE SERVIC E
P .O . BOX 4355, North Hollywood, CA 91607

Please send me a free catalog of THE BIBLE
ANSWERS Video Cassette Series q

Name	
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International BibleStudy Lessons
LESSON FOR APRIL 6

A Hope Built on Truth
KEY VERSE : "I have no greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth. "—III John 4

SELECTED SCRIPTURE.• II John 1-11; III John 2-4
TO WALK with God it is re-
quired that we walk in truth . In
his first epistle, John wrote :
"God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all . If we say that we
have fellowship with him, an d
walk in darkness we lie, and do
not the truth . "

Through the Prophet Amo s
the LORD asked the question ,
"Can two walk together excep t
they be agreed?" While in prin-
ciple the thought of this text
applies to human relationships ,
God asked the question of those
who professed to walk with hi m
with the intent of pointing out t o
them that this could be true only
if they were in full agreement
with him and with his will . We
can walk with God only if our
hearts and lives are in agree-
ment with him . God does not
change his course in order t o
walk with us. Instead, we must
find out the way he would have
us walk, and agree to walk that
way if it is to be true of us that
we are walking with God .

In Genesis 5:22, 24, we are

told that Enoch "walked with
God." Not a great deal is said in
the Scriptures concernin g
Enoch, but we are assured that
he had faith in God and was
faithful in bearing testimony to
the truth which God had re-
vealed to him. (Heb. 11:3)
Enoch's walk with God consist-
ed of his faithfulness to the light
then due to be understood . Hi s
heart was in agreement with
God's plan, and his lips bore
testimony thereto .—Jude 14

Genesis 6:9 declares that
"Noah walked with God." He
was a chosen servant of God to
perform a very definite mission
in connection with the ending of
the "world that then was ."
(II Pet . 3 :6) It required great
faith in God and utmost confi-
dence in his instructions to
perform the task assigned to
him, but it was his faithfulnes s
in obeying the divine will that
constituted Noah's walk wit h
God .

Abraham walked with God,
his great faith enabling him to

14
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believe and act upon the promis-
es made to him. But his being i n
agreement with God cost him a
great deal, changing the whole
course of his life. Abraham' s
faith in the LORD and his agree -
ment with the divine will consti-
tuted him a friend of God .

It was at Jordan that Jesus be-
gan his walk with God . There he
entered into a covenant with hi s
Heavenly Father, agreeing to d o
all that had been written of hi m
"in the volume of the Book . "
(Heb . 10 :7-9) Being guided by
the Word of God, he was able to
walk with God . Jesus knew that
moral uprightness alone did not
constitute walking with God . He
knew that God had a definit e
plan for the redemption and
recovery of the human race . He
knew he had come into th e
world to perform a service in
connection with that plan. He
knew, therefore, the only way to
be pleasing to his God was to
discover from the Word—the
volume of the Bookjust what
that plan was, and the exact
manner in which he was to serve
in connection with it . There
were certain things God wante d
done, and certain ways to do
them, and it would have bee n
unthinkable for Jesus to under-
take a service for God along an y
other line .

On many occasions during the
self-sacrificing ministry of Jesus

we find him emphasizing his
agreement with God . Is it no t
likewise essential for his follow-
ers to commit their ways fully to
the LORD? This point cannot be
emphasized too strongly! Sata n
has made great inroads of de-
ception with the argument that ,
after all, it doesn't matter s o
much how one serves the LORD ,
or what he believes, but the im-
portant thing is to be sincere in
what we do and the way we
live—that this is all the LORD
requires. Sometimes even
among those enlightened by
present truth there is a tendency
to adopt this easy-going view -
point of what it means to walk
with God .

We often sing, "Send out thy
light and truth, 0 LORD, Let
them our leaders be ." But th e
mere singing of these words is
not enough . Two great truths
are involved in these words .
First, we are to make sure we
are following the leadership o f
the truth, which is the leader -
ship of the LORD ; and if we are
doing this we will also be layin g
down our lives by making known
his truth to others, as far a s
possible giving the whole world
an opportunity to hear the glad
tidings . Thus we will be walking
with God, and in the very natur e
of things we will be walking wit h
one another. What greater joy
could there be?
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LESSON FOR APRIL 13

A Hope Worth Guarding
KEY VERSE: "Now unto him that is able to keep you fro m
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior ,
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now an d
ever. Amen"— Jude 24,25
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Jude 1-4, 17-25

the promises which the LORD
has made on our behalf . Practi-
cally all of God's promises have
conditions attached to them ,
and failure to comply with thes e
conditions is what the apostl e
describes as coming short . It is
our faithful compliance with the
conditions attached to the prom-
ises which qualifies us to be par -
takers of the divine nature and
to have an abundant entrance
into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Savior, Jesu s
Christ .

God's promises are of value to
us only in proportion to our
faithfulness in obeying his pre-
cepts . God is pleased when hi s
people actually believe what he
has promised . Of Abraham we
read that he "staggered not at
the promises of God." Instead
he was "strong in faith ." Being
persuaded that God was able to
perform that which he had
promised, Abraham's faith was
"imputed to him for righteous-
ness ."—Rom. 4 :20-22

We too are justified by our

WE ARE being prepared to be
presented before the greatest of
all kings, the King of kings, and
LORD of lords, who rules with
unfathomable glory and majes-
ty, dominion and power both
now and forever . Only those
who are faultless can stand
before his righteous presence .
How unthinkable for wretched
men such as we, possessing thi s
body of death !

But let us not stagger at our
weakness, but have faith in the
great ability of the only wise
God, our savior, who has give n
to us "exceeding great and
precious promises, that by these
ye might be partakers of the
divine nature ."—I Pet . 1 : 4

The promises of God are very
potent factors in the Christian
life, so powerful that in our text
the apostle indicated that by our
yielding to their blessed impli-
cations we are made ready for
exaltation to the divine nature .
In Hebrews 4 :1, the Apostle
Paul urges us to be on the alert
lest we "come short" of any of
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faith in the promises of God ,
particularly those promises
which give assurance that th e
blood of Christ cleanses us fro m
all unrighteouness . "Being jus-
tified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ ." (Rom. 5:1) Bu t
this must be a living, workin g
faith, a faith that staggers not at
the promises of God, but impel s
us to take a course in life
consistent with our profession s
of faith .

Many and varied are the
promises which assure us of ou r
acceptance with God, through
Christ, and an abiding faith in
these promises is essential if w e
are to be made partakers of the
divine nature . We know that by
nature we are sinners, children
of wrath even as others . Ever y
day we are in close contact with
our imperfections ; and besides ,
those around us know about
them and do not hesitate to keep
us reminded of them. Our great
adversary, the devil, also knows
our weaknesses and uses the m
to discourage us, hoping we wil l
give up running for the prize of
the high calling . But if our con -
fidence in the promises remains
firm, we will not fear, for ou r
God has said, "No weapon that
is formed against thee shal l
prosper ; and every tongue tha t
shall rise against thee in judg-
ment thou shalt condemn. This

is the heritage of the servants of
the LORD, and their righteous-
ness is of me, saith the LORD . "
—Isa . 54 :1 7

"Their righteousness is of
me"—what a blessed assur-
ance! If we can grasp the ful l
meaning of this promise, we wil l
realize that despite our imper-
fections we stand justified be -
fore God, that there is no
condemnation from him . True, a
proper recognition of this fac t
should keep us humble, eve r
remembering that our own
righteousness is as filthy rags ,
and that the pure, white robe o f
righteousness which God sees
as we stand before him is no t
our own, but Christ's, the rob e
of his righteousness . This i s
confirmed by Paul in his letter to
Titus, where he writes : "Not b y
works of righteousness whic h
we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by th e
washing of the regeneration ,
and the renewing of the Holy
Spirit ; which he hath shed on u s
abundantly through Jesus Chris t
our Savior ."—Titus 3 :5, 6

What a blessed lot is ours !
Truly the LORD has given us
"good doctrine" (Prov . 4:2), so
let us yield ourselves to its
transforming influence and thus
be made ready for that abun-
dant entrance into the kingdom ,
where we shall be like him, and
see him as he is .—I John 3 :2 q
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LESSON FOR APRIL 20

The Holy Spirit and Jesus' Birth
KEY VERSE : "The angel answered and said unto her, th e
Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God . —
Luke 1 :35

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Luke 1 :35-42; 2:25-32
veloped and born in what we call
the normal way . The life princi-
ple and how it operates is a
divine secret, and from our
standpoint, is always miracu-
lous .

The Prophet Isaiah wrote ,
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive ,
and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel ." (Isa . 7 :14) It
was by this arrangement that th e
Word, or Logos, became flesh
and dwelt on the earth, suffering
and dying for the sins of th e
world . (John 1 :14) Mary did not
become the mother of God, a s
some suppose . At the time of the
angel's announcement she did
not fully understand all that was
involved, but she did rejoice in
God's providences, and she
recognized the God of Israel was
acting to bring deliverance, an d
so she refers to him as a Savior .

God is the great Author of the
plan of salvation . Through Jesu s
he has provided salvation for
Adam and the entire human race
fathered by Adam . (I Cor.
15 :21, 22) But God himself did

JUST as it was the holy power of
God which brought forth life in
the first man, Adam, stated in
Genesis as breathing into his
nostrils the breath of life, so also
was the second perfect man ,
Jesus, brought forth directl y
through the power of the Hol y
Spirit of God. While the metho d
used was that common to
mankind through childbirth, yet
the scriptures are very clear in
stating that Jesus, born of Mary ,
was not conceived by Joseph ,
but rather in a miraculous way
through the power of the
Heavenly Father .

Jesus was the Son of God, the
one who, in his prehuman state ,
was known as the Logos, or
Word of God. (John 1 :1) The
transfer of the life of the Logos to
the womb of Mary in order that
he might be made flesh was
quite within the power of th e
Creator to accomplish . We
cannot understand it, but neithe r
can we understand how huma n
beings—or even the lower ani-
mals, for that matter—are de-
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not come to earth and die on th e
cross . It was his Son, Jesus, wh o
was made flesh for the suffering
of death . And it was by the grac e
of God that Jesus tasted death
for every man . He was God' s
representative on the earth, an d
it was therefore appropriate that
the name Immanuel, meanin g
'God With Us', should be given
to him.—Heb . 2 : 9

When, as a man, many years
later Jesus asked the question ,
"Whom do men say that I the
Son of man am?" he received a
variety of answers . These report-
ed opinions of the general public
as to the identity of Jesus were
all good. They indicated the
people as a whole believed that
Jesus was a prophet sent of God ,
even one of the ancient prophets
raised from the dead . They had
been impressed with his mira-
cles, and with the gracious words
which he spoke .

The same has been true of
Jesus throughout all the centu-
ries since . Few, if any, have eve r
criticized his personality, no r
have very many found fault with
his moral and ethical teachings ,
except that they seemed unat-
tainable . Even in the unbeliev-
ing world of today most people
are willing to acknowledge that
the impact of Jesus' life upon
mankind has been powerful an d
good ; and many will agree that in
some way he was a special

prophet sent of God. Millions
have claimed Jesus was a thir d
part of a trinity of gods, and as
such was coequal with God—in
fact was God. But all of thes e
viewpoints come far short of the
real truth .

Jesus, not satisfied with th e
general idea of the peopl e
concerning him, then asked th e
disciples what they thought . It
was in reply to this that Pete r
said, "Thou art the Christ, th e
Son of the living God ." (Matt .
16 :16) "Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona," was the Master's
prompt reply to this tru e
identification, and then added ,
"Flesh and blood bath not
revealed it unto thee, but m y
Father which is in heaven ."

With God's help, Peter recog-
nized in Jesus the one whom the
prophets had foretold would be
sent by Jehovah to redeem an d
restore Israel, and to bless all th e
families of the earth . He was th e
Messiah, the sent of God, the
one who would fulfill all the
wonderful promises of blessing
to the people which had bee n
made dependent upon his com-
ing to earth as a man, equal in
nature and perfection with Adam
before he fell : a ransom price .

This was accomplished whe n
the great power of God over-
shadowed the life of Mary, and
miraculously brougN fort h
Jesus .
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LESSON FOR APRIL 28

The Holy Spirit and Jesus' Calling
KEY VERSE : "The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, becaus e
he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the
acceptable year of the LORD. "—Luke 4:18, 19

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Luke 3:15-17, 21, 22 ; 4:16-19
JESUS had agreed to do all that
had been written of him "in the
volume of the Book ." (Ps . 40 :7 ,
8) At his baptism the Holy Spirit
came upon him, anointing him
to be the Messiah, the Christ .
This anointing was authoriza-
tion for him to begin his
ministry of the Gospel, includin g
those good tidings which he ,
found in the prophecy of the
sixty-first chapter of Isaiah, and
quoted on this occasion .

After his baptism, and after hi s
temptation in the wilderness ,
Jesus " returned in the power o f
the Spirit into Galilee : and there
went out a fame of him throug h
all the region round about ."
(Luke 4 :14) Then he went to
Nazareth, his home city, and o n
the sabbath day he went into the
synagogue, and it was there tha t
he read the outline of hi s
commission from the prophecy
of Isaiah, saying to his hearers ,
"This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears . "—vs . 21

There are various aspects o f
the Holy Spirit's commission to
proclaim the Gospel . First, the
Gospel is to be preached to th e
"poor ." In his Sermon on th e
Mount, Jesus said, "Blessed ar e
the poor in spirit : for their's is
the kingdom of heaven ." (Matt .
5 :3) The very wealthy may b e
"poor in spirit" in the sense o f
realizing their great need of God ,
whereas a pauper might be very
proud of heart and have no
hearing ear for the Gospel . Jesus
was commissioned to proclaim
the Gospel to the poor in spirit ,
those who were hungering and
thirsting after righteousness .

Jesus was also commissioned
to "heal the brokenhearted . "
Jesus said, "Come unto me, al l
ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest . "
(Matt . 11 :28) The truth of the
Gospel is a powerful healing
agency for those who are weary
apd sad because of the evils with
which they are surrounded . It is
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"the power of God unto salva-
tion ."—Rom .1 :1 6

Jesus was commissioned t o
"preach deliverance to th e
captives ." Isaiah's accoun t
reads, "To proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are
bound ." (Isa . 61 :1) Jesus quoted
this as "bruised," Greek ,
`crushed', as in death . This does
not refer to captives and prison-
ers in the ordinary sense . The
reference here, rather, is to
those held captive in the grea t
prison-house of death. The
Gospel is a proclamation of
liberty for all who are in th e
grave . Jesus said that all these
would hear his voice and come
forth . The fact of the resurrec-
tion is a very vital aspect of the
Gospel, and the Holy Spirit com-
missioned Jesus to give assur-
ance to all who would hear tha t
the prisoners of death would be
released . And that commissio n
carries through to the kingdom
time, when Jesus, as th e
resurrection and the life, wil l
actually call the dead fro m
death .

The anointing or commissio n
of the Holy Spirit included pro -
claiming the "acceptable year of
the LORD ." This is a reference
to the special work of God durin g
the Gospel Age ; that is, the
calling and preparation of those
who are to live and reign with

Christ in his kingdom. These are
invited to lay down their lives i n
sacrifice, and assured that their
sacrifice is made acceptable to
God through Christ . The age in
which this work of sacrifice i s
being accomplished is therefore
called the acceptable year, or
time, in the divine plan .

This same anointing of th e
Holy Spirit is upon the followers
of Jesus, because they ar e
members of his mystical body .
We, too, are commissioned t o
proclaim every aspect of the
Gospel, including the acceptabl e
year of the LORD .

There is one feature of th e
divine commission for servic e
mentioned in the original list, as
given by Isaiah, which Jesus di d
not apply to himself; that is, t o
declare "the day of vengeance o f
our God ." (Isa . 61 :2) This day of
vengeance was not due until th e
close of the Gospel Age, th e
present distress of nations wit h
perplexity . It is our privilege now
to proclaim this truth .

While Jesus walked on thi s
earth, not many received hi s
ministry, but he nevertheles s
delighted in proclaiming these
with all who have come under hi s
anointing. God's precious pro-
mises of salvation are like a
burning fire shut in our bones ,
and we cannot stay, even though
few there be that hear .—Jer .
20 :9

	

q

BIBLE STUDY

	

21



Christian Life and Doctrine

What It Means to Partak e
of Our Lord's Memorial

IN THE institution of the Memorial supper, Jesus prepared a
very meaningful way for his followers ever since to have
brought forcefully before their minds the meaning and th e
importance of his sacrifice unto death . Jesus and his twelve
apostles had gathered in the upper room to keep the feast o f
the Passover, which was required of them according to
Israel's Law. It was in harmony with this type, the killing o f
the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the first month ,
that our Lord was to die as the antitypical Passover Lamb —
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world .

As the Jews were commanded to select the Iamb of
sacrifice on the tenth day of the month, and to receive it int o
their houses on that date, Jesus appropriately offere d
himself to them on that date when, five days before the
Passover, he rode into the city on an ass . The multitudes
cried, "Hosanna to the son of David, blessed is he tha t
cometh in the name of the LORD ." Five days later, on th e
same night in which he was betrayed, and the same day i n
which he died as the antitypical Lamb, he celebrated th e
typical Passover of the Jews, eating with his twelve apostle s
the lamb which represented himself—his own sacrifice fo r
the sins of the world .

On this occasion, after the Passover observance was
finished, Jesus took some of the remaining unleavened brea d
and some of the wine, and instituted a memorial of his ow n
death as the antitypical Passover Lamb. We read concerning
this, "As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it ,
and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat ;
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this is my body . And he took the cup, and gave thanks, an d
gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it ; for this is my blood
of the New Testament [Covenant], which is shed for many fo r
the remission of sins ."—Matt . 26 :26-28

Our Lord's evident intention was to fix in the minds of hi s
followers the fact that he is the antitypical Lamb to th e
antitypical firstborn . The expression, "Do this in remem-
brance of me," implies this new institution should take th e
place of the former one which would become obsolete by
reason of fulfillment . As it would not have been lawful or
proper or typical to celebrate the Passover at any other tim e
than that appointed by God, likewise it is still not appropriate
to celebrate the antitype at any other time than its anniversa-
ry . The Apostle Paul wrote in I Corinthians 11 :26, "As oft as
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show forth th e
Lord's death till he come ." This shows us the disciples
clearly understood the annual celebration on the fourteent h
day of Nisan had a new meaning, the broken loaf represent -
ing the Lord's flesh, and the cup representing his blood . Al -
though this new institution was not given as a law, the Lor d
knew well all who trusted in him and appreciated his sacri-
fice would be glad to take up the memorial he suggested ; and
so it is still .

The broken bread and the wine, the product of the crushe d
grape, denotes suffering and death . Jesus used the bread t o
symbolize his flesh, his perfect humanity, broken in death as
a ransom for mankind, and wine to represent his poured-ou t
life. Thus in the two-fold symbolism employed in the
Memorial Supper we are reminded, not only that a life ha d
been poured out for us and for the world, but that it was a
perfect human life . How appropriate it is once each year to be
so forcefully reminded of the,basis of our reconciliation wit h
God and of our eternal salvation from death .

As we partake of these emblems we are saying to on e
another and to the Lord that we recognize our need of hi s
sacrifice on our behalf because of the fact that we are by
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nature members of a fallen and sinful race . Jesus said on
another occasion, the only ones to receive life through hi m
would be those who eat his flesh and drink his blood . And i t
is this that is symbolized by our partaking of the bread and o f
the cup . John 6 :51-54 reads, "I am the living bread whic h
came down from heaven : if any man eat of this bread, he
shall live forever : and the bread that I will give is my flesh ,
which I will give for the life of the world . . . . Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, an d
drink his blood, ye have no life in you . Whoso eateth m y
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; and I wil l
raise him up at the last day . "

It was difficult for the disciples, prior to their receiving th e
Holy Spirit, to understand how they could eat Jesus' fles h
and drink his blood . Noting this, Jesus said, as recorded i n
verse sixty-three, "It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh
profiteth nothing : the words that I speak unto you, they are
Spirit, and they are life ." In other words, we partake of th e
flesh and blood of Jesus, symbolically speaking, by ou r
obedience to his teaching and to the teaching of the entir e
Word of God . This means we do not partake of Christ merel y
on the evening of the Memorial Supper, but daily throughout
the entire course of our earthly pilgrimage . It is through the
teachings of the Word that we learn we are sinners and
estranged from God . It is through the Word we learn th e
need for repentance, and acceptance of Jesus and his re-
demptive work . It is through the Word we hear the invitation
to consecrate ourselves to the doing of God's will . We hear
Jesus invite us to deny ourselves . take up our cross, an d
follow him .—Matt . 16:24

It is through the Word we are given all the helpful admoni -
tions to faithfulness in laying down our lives in divine serv-
ice . Through the Word we are counseled to humble ourselve s
under the mighty hand of God, to be submissive to his will ,
and thus to work out our own salvation while he works in u s
to will and to do of his good pleasure . (Phil . 2 :12,13) And as
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we give heed to all these wonderful things of the Word o f
God, applying them in our lives to the best of our ability, w e
are, symbolically speaking, eating the flesh and drinking the
blood of the Son of man . Our partaking of the bread and th e
cup at the Memorial Supper is merely a reminder of the fac t
that, if we are living up to our privileges, we are feasting o n
Christ through his Word every day of the year .

It is specifically stated that Jesus broke the bread an d
personally offered the cup to his disciples on that origina l
Memorial night . How well this signified the willingness o f
our Lord to offer himself in sacrifice—his body was no t
broken by others and his life was not taken from him—but ,
rather, he himself willingly, and lovingly, laid it down durin g
the three-and-one-half years of his ministry . He endured
suffering and affliction for the Gospel's sake, and finally a
painful death upon the cross . Jesus said, "On account of thi s
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I ma y
receive it again . No one taketh it from me, but I lay it down o f
myself . I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority t o
receive it again. This commandment I received from m y
Father ."—John 10 :17,18, Diaglott

It was the prospect of receiving his life again—receivin g
into his possession the ransom benefits of his sacrificed
human life—that inspired him to lay it down . The receivin g
of it again implied his resurrection from death to a position o f
power and privilege which would enable him to bestow th e
life-giving merit of his ransom price upon, first of all, th e
church, and then to all the remainder of mankind . Paul tell s
us this prospect was a joy that was set before him whic h
enabled him to endure the cross and to despise the
shame .—Heb . 12 : 2

In the prophecy of our Lord's life, recorded in the fifty-thir d
chapter of Isaiah, it is stated that he was led as a lamb to th e
slaughter . He opened not his mouth to save himself . He
stated to Peter, who tried to save him from death, that h e
could call upon twelve legions of angels for protection . But ,
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heeding the desire of Jesus, the angels stood aside an d
allowed him to be cruelly crucified by man . He was despised
and rejected Eby those to whom he was sent. Even though h e
knew through the prophets that Israel would not receive him ,
it brought him sadness . He sorrowed at their hardness of
heart and wept over Jerusalem : "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, .
. . how often would I have gathered thy children together ,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, an d
ye would not!" (Matt . 23 :37) He was a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief, feeling so acutely the elements of si n
and degradation around him, and sympathizing so keenly
with human suffering .

Perhaps it is hard for us to appreciate what a difficul t
course of life his was . To think for the whole time of hi s
ministry he was aware of the exact time and manner of hi s
death! How his humanity must have rebelled at this, and ho w
his love for righteousness and appreciation of his Heavenl y
Father must have recoiled at the idea of dying the death o f
the cross, condemned as a blasphemer of God . Yet, it was
Jesus' choice to endure all this contradiction of sinner s
against himself for our benefit, and so that a way could b e
prepared for us to follow in his footsteps .

The Apostle Paul tells us that after having poured out hi s
human life unto death, having broken himself on earth as th e
living bread, he, being raised to the divine nature, appeared
in the presence of God for us . There he offered the merit of
his ransom sacrifice for our justification . We, standing upo n
the foundation of his imputed righteousness, can lay hol d
upon the words and the deeds of his life as a guide for ou r
discipleship .

In the three-and-a-half years of his ministry, Jesus taugh t
by precept and example the pattern of life required of all who
would be his followers . He taught by personal example wha t
was meant when he stated if any man would be his disciple
he must take up his cross, and follow him . In the cross was
represented the sacrificial death Jesus had consecrated hi s
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all to carry out . This involved divesting himself of al l
personal interests in this world, and devoting his time an d
strength to serving the kingdom of heaven . This brough t
suffering upon him from the many who opposed him . His
devotion to God was constantly tested by demands upon hi s
physical strength in serving the people .

The Apostle Paul wrote that we have a partnership in hi s
ministry when he said God was in Christ reconciling th e
world unto himself . He also stated that the LORD hath give n
unto us the Word of reconciliation . (II Cor . 5:18-20) Pau l
further explains that this makes us the ambassadors o f
Christ—we represent Christ in the world, even now, an d
through us the Word of reconciliation reaches those wh o
have a hearing ear . But the god of this world has blinded th e
minds of nearly all mankind, and because of this, Christ' s
ambassadors are often repudiated and persecuted . This
leads to our suffering with Christ, and thereby gives us th e
opportunity of proving our worthiness to live and to reign
with him .

This future hope of sharing in his resurrection glory, i f
faithful in sharing in his suffering and death, was referred t o
by Jesus when he said the wine represented his blood of th e
New Testament, or New Covenant . Centuries before Jesu s
came to die for the sins of the world, God made a wonderfu l
promise concerning a New Covenant he would bring to pass :
"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house o f
Judah : not according to the covenant that I made with thei r
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring the m
out of the land of Egypt ; which covenant they brake . . . . Bu t
this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house o f
Israel, . . . I will put my law in their inward parts, and write i t
in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall be m y
people ."—Jer . 31 :31, 3 2

While this promise states the New Covenant will first be
made with restored Israel, other prophecies indicate that i n
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time it will extend to all the world of mankind . There was
shedding of blood associated with the establishment of th e
old covenant . This blood pointed forward to the sacrificia l
work of Jesus, typifying the fact he would shed his blood in
order that a New Covenant might be established with th e
world . For this reason Jesus referred to the cup as
representing his blood of the New Testament, or Ne w
Covenant . This New Covenant was not made at the time of
our Lord's first advent ; but what did begin was the work o f
the selection and training of those whom Paul refers to a s
"able ministers of the New Testament," or New Covenant .
These are the true footstep followers of the Master who ar e
being prepared to be co-administrators with Jesus in th e
future establishment of the New Covenant under which th e
entire world of mankind will be blessed .

Paul wrote, "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to thin k
anything as of ourselves ; but our sufficiency is of God ; who
hath made us able ministers of the New Testamen t
[Covenant] ." (II Cor . 3:5,6) No member of the sinful an d
dying race could qualify for such a high position, but, as Pau l
explains, our sufficiency is of God . He has made a provision ,
through the blood of his Son, which qualifies us to share i n
the fulfillment of his promise to bring all mankind into
covenant relationship with him during Christ's thousand -
year kingdom . The blood of Christ is used during this presen t
age to cover the imperfections of those who are bein g
prepared to be associated with him in making the Ne w
Covenant . Thus it is properly referred to as the blood of tha t
covenant . It will be this same blood, or merit, of Jesus '
sacrificed life which will seal that covenant when it is mad e
with the world of mankind .

When we partake of the Memorial emblems, we are not
only reminded of the riches of God's grace to us, but also ar e
expressing our faith and our confidence in God's purpose to
extend the blessings of life through Christ to all mankin d
during the Millennial Age .
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Drinking blood was forbidden by the Jewish Law . God said
in the blood was represented life . The blood of the animal s
sacrificed under the Law arrangement so often symbolized ,
or pointed forward to, the precious blood of Jesus, ou r
Redeemer . Because of this it must have seemed strange t o
the disciples when Jesus said to them unless they drank his
blood they could have no life in them . Now Jesus wanted hi s
disciples to know they must drink his blood if they were t o
have life . When we drink Jesus' blood we do have life—hi s
life . Paul wrote, "The life which I now live in the flesh I liv e
by the faith of the Son of God ."—Gal . 2 :20

When we present our bodies a living sacrifice, our offerin g
is acceptable because we partake of the life provided b y
Jesus' shed blood . We see, then, that as we partake of th e
symbols of Jesus' sacrifice, we appropriate to ourselves, b y
faith, the merit of that sacrifice . But we do more than
this—we consecrate our lives to share in that sacrifice . In his
letter to the church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul said, "Th e
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of th e
blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the com -
munion of the body of Christ?"—I Cor . 10 :16,1 7

The Greek word which is here translated communion, ha s
the meaning of 'partnership', or 'sharing' . We, then, partake
of the justifying merit of Christ's sacrifice in order that we ,
in turn, may also lay down our justified lives in sacrifice ,
"filling up that which is behind of the sufferings of Christ . "
(Col . 1 :24) The Revelator wrote, "These are they whic h
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth ."—Rev . 14 : 4

We, too, as part of Christ's body, are required to be
broken, to be sacrificed, to share in his sufferings . This we
agreed to do when we consecrated ourselves to the LORD .
The eating of the symbolic bread and the drinking of the
symbolic wine is a confirmation of our vow of consecration to
share with Jesus in laying down our lives, following closel y
the example he set for us in his life . How well this was ex -
pressed in his words to us, "Love your enemies, bless the m
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that curse you, do good to them that hate you and pray fo r
them that despitefully use you and persecute you, that y e
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven ." —
Matt . 5 :44, 4 5

So it . is when we drink of the cup, it is with dee p
appreciation of the gracious privilege extended to us of being
crucified with Christ—for the prospect of sharing in the hop e
of his resurrection! And our appreciation of this gloriou s
privilege can best be expressed to the LORD by a renewal o f
our determination to fulfill our vows of consecration . Let
nothing stand in the way of our being faithful unto death! q

FOR YOUR NEWSPAPE R

To the right is a sugges-
tion for a small advertise-
ment in your local newspap-
er. This outline is designe d
for three and one-half inch -
es in one column .

APRIL SPECIAL

On Sunday, April 20th ,
"Frank and Ernest" wil l

discuss a topic of interest t o
many. Attractive circulars
will be available for an-
nouncing this program, and
you are invited to send for
as many as you can use .
They are free . Address your
request to : The Dawn, Eas t
Rutherford, NJ 07073 .

4 Listen to

4 these inter-
esting topics to

4

	

be discussed on :
w~

CJOI
3:00 p.m., Sundays

Apr . 6-Salvatio n
Apr. 13-Not of This Worl d
Apr . 20-Our Bible Translated
Apr . 27-Whosoever Believes

--- ____ –
SEND FOR free bookiet offere d
after each broadcast. Write to :

"Frank and Ernest"
Box 60, Dept. N

General Post Office
New York, NY 1011 6
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1986 Memorial Suppe r
THE proper date for the annual observance of the

Memorial Supper will be after 6 :00 p .m ., on Tuesday, Apri l
22nd .

Audio Cassettes
Audio cassettes are available containing a complet e

Memorial service for isolated brethren, or any who care t o l
have them . Please request yours early . You may borrow it ,
or purchase it for $3.00 per cassette . Write :

The Dawn Recorded Lecture Departmen t
199 Railroad Avenue

East Rutherford, NJ 07073

Video Cassette s
Video cassettes are now available, for the first time, o n
½ -inch tape . If you will be partaking of the Memoria l
alone, or with others but have no leader, and you have a
video cassette player, you may wish to consider using a
video-taped program . It consists of hymn singing, prayer ,
Scripture reading, and a thirty-minute talk on our Lord' s
Memorial . Appropriate intervals are left for your participa-
tion in the service by the partaking of the emblems .

To borrow or buy ($6 .00 each) video cassettes, write, n o
later than April 1st, to :

Dawn Video Tape Servic e
P .O . Box 4355 • North Hollywood, CA 9160 7

Please specify whether VHS or BETA format is desired .

"The work of righteousness shall be peace: and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assurance forever ."

—Isaiah 32 :1 7
THE DAWN
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DAWN Publications
TEN-CENT BOOKLET S

ARCHEOLOG Y
PROVES THE BIBL E
Designed to increase fait h

CHRIST' S
THOUSAND-YEAR KINGDO M
Christ ' s reign will bless mankin d

COMING BAC K
FROM HELL SOO N
A new approach to an old subjec t
Large prin t

CREATIO N
Examines the Genesis recor d

GOD AND REASO N
How God will bring peac e

GOD HAS A PLA N
A brief outline . illustrate d

GOD'S PLA N
Illustrated by chart s

GOD'S PLAN FOR MA N
A series of twenty-three lesson s

GOD'S REMED Y
FOR A WORLD GONE MA D
A clear and concise presentation o f
the doctrine of the kingdo m
Large print

THE GRACE OF JEHOVA H
God's appeal is through lov e

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAV E
The Bible's teaching on the soul ,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradis e

ISRAEL IN HISTOR Y
AND PROPHEC Y
Significance of the present rebuild-
ing of Palestin e

THE KINGDOM OF GO D
Evidence that it is nea r

OUR LORD'S RETUR N
Reveals the manner and purpos e

PARADISE WITHOUT POLLUTIO N
God's solution to man's problem s

A ROYAL NATIO N
Deals with British-Israel doctrine s

SCIENCE AND CREATIO N
Harmony of science and the Bibl e

THE TRUTH ABOUT HEL L
What the Bible really say s

WHEN A MAN DIE S
Solves the riddle of deat h

WHY GOD PERMITS EVI L
A satisfying message of comfor t

—A MESSAGE of comfort for those wh o
have lost loved ones in death, givin g

assurance that in the resurrection the y
will meet their beloved dead . Excellen t

for mailing .

ARE YOU MOVING? It will save the Dawn a consider-
able amount of expense in postage if you will notify us thre e
weeks in advance of your move .
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. . . informative and devotional
FIVE-CENT BOOKLET S

ARMAGEDDON ,
THEN WORLD PEAC E
Discusses prophecies of our day

THE BLOOD OF ATONEMEN T
Basis of reconciliation with Go d

BORN OF THE SPIRI T
When and how ?

THE CHURC H
The true church—how to joi n

THE DAY OF JUDGMEN T
Presents hope for the unsaved dea d

DIVINE HEALIN G
When sickness and death will en d
Large prin t

FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRI T
Understandable and scriptura l

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL
AND THE WORL D
A bright hope for Jew and Gentil e

HOPE FOR A
FEAR-FILLED WORL D
Mankind will not be destroyed

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYE R
Comforting and reassurin g

JESUS, THE WORLD'S SAVIO R
Portrait of qualification s

LIFE AFTER DEAT H
A bright future for all mankin d

THE LIGHT OF THE WORL D
Identifies the true witnesses o f
Jehovah and of Jesu s

PEACE THROUG H
CHRIST'S KINGDO M
The world ' s only hop e

REINCARNATIO N
VERSUS RESURRECTIO N
Shows that life after death i s
through the resurrectio n

SPIRITUALISM—ITS CLAIM S
Can the dead communicate ?

WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE ?
The Bible answer s

YOUR ADVERSARY THE DEVI L
Who is he? Who created him ?

FREE TRACTS

	

Booklets or Books Name d

Has Christianity Failed?	 God and Reaso n
The World of Tomorrow	 God and Reaso n
Hope for a Fear-filled World	 Hope for a Fear-filled Worl d
Hope of Universal Peace	 Armageddon, Then World Peace
Why God Permits Evit 	 Why God Permits Evi l
God Has a Plan	 God Has a Pla n
The Homecoming of Our Dead

	

	 Hope Beyond the Grave
or The Divine Plan of the Age s

Human Destiny	 God and Reason or The Truth About Hel l
God's World of Tomorrow	 God and Reaso n
Do You Know?	 God and Reason or When a Man Dies or God 's Pla n
The Truth About Hell 	 The Truth About Hel l
Where Are the Dead?	 Hope Beyond the Grav e
Prophecies Fulfilled	 God and Reaso n. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Death Itself Will Die	 God and Reaso n
Israel Fulfilling Prophecy	 Israel in History and Prophec y
Key to the Bible : The Divine Plan of the Ages	 The Divine Plan of the Ages
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"FRANK and ERNEST"
SUNDAYS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

ALABAMA Grand Rapids

	

WMAX 1480 8 :45 a .m.
Sheffield WSHF 1290 1 :30p .m . MINNESOTA

ARIZONA Minneapolis

	

KUXL 1570 2 :15p .m.

Nogales KFBR 1340 9 :15 a .m . MISSOURI
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KSTL 690 4 :00p .m .
ARKANSAS
Little Rock(Sat.) KAAY 1090 10 :30p.m .

MONTANA
Kalispell
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El Centro KICO 1490 10 :45 a .m . Salem
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Glendale KIEV 870 1 :45p .m . NEW MEXICO

Los Alamos

	

KRSN 1490 8 :15 a.m .Redding KSXO 600 7 :45 a .m .
Sacramento KJAY 1430 10:00a .m . NEW YOR K
San Francisco KEST 1450 3 :30 p .m . Buffalo

	

WHLD 1270 12 :00 noon
Tehachapi KTPI-FM 103 .1 10:15 a .m .

COLORADO
OHIO
Cincinnati

	

WNOP 740 8 :00a .m .
Englewood KQXI 1550 3 :15p .m . OREGO N

CONNECTICUT Portland

	

KKEY 1150 7 :00 a .m .

Groton

	

WSUB 980

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

8 :15 a .m . PENNSYLVANIA
10 :45a .m .Allentown WHOL 160 0

Washington WYCB 1340 2 :30 p .m . Berwick WBRX 1280 12 :00 noon

FLORIDA
Jenkintown WIBF-F M

(Wed .) 103.9 2 :00p .m .
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Jacksonville WBIX 1010 1 :15p .m .

SOUTH CAROLIN A
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Clarkston KCLK 1430 10 :00 a .m .
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Goodland KLOE 730 8 :15 a .m .
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KENTUCKY Tacoma KAMT 1880 7 :30a .m .
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------------------------------------------------------- -
U .S . BROADCASTS—Spanish Languag e
	 . ..... . .
ARIZONA
Nogales KFBR 1340 9:00a .m .

FLORID A
Miami 8 :30 a .m .WRH C

------------------------------------------------------- -
CANADIAN BROADCASTS

------------------------------------------------------- -

ALBERTA
Edmonton CJOI 3 :OOp .m .
Lethbridge CJOC 7 :15 a .m .
BRITISH COLUMBIA

8 :45 a .m .Castlegar CKQ R
Duncan CKAY 9 :00 a .m .
Duncan CKAY 7 :30 p .m .
Grand Forks CKGF 9 :00 a .m .
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LABRADOR
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MANITOB A
Winnipeg CKJS 9 :00a .m .
NEWFOUNDLAND
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Deer Lake CFDL-FM 97 .9 7 :15a .m .
Goose Bay CFLN 1230 7 :15 a .m .
Pt . auChoix CFNW 790 7 :15 a .m .
Pt . aux Basques CFGN 1230 7 :15 a .m .
St. Andrews CFCV-FM 97 .7 7 :15 a .m .
St . Anthony CFNN-FM 97 .9 7 :15 a .m .
Stephenville CFSX 910 7 :15 a .m .
Wabush CFLW 1340 7 :15 a .m .
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

9 :00 a .m .Yellowknife CJC D
ONTARIO
Hamilton CKOC 7 :00 a .m.
Leamington CHYR 5 :00p .m .
St. Thomas CHLO 10 :45 a .m .

QUEBE C
Montreal CFMB 5 :16p .m .
SASKATCHEWAN

7 :30 a .m .Prince Albert CKBI 90 0
Weybum CFSL 1190 7 :15 a .m .
YUKO N
Whitehorse CKRW 9 :30 a .m .

OVERSEAS BROADCASTS

BRITISH ISLE S
Radio Caroline(Tues.)KHZ962 8:45 p .m .
BRITISH WEST INDIES
Grand Cayman

	

Radio Cayman 9 :30a .m .
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Columbo RadioSriLanka(Sat .) 7 :15p .m .
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Mazatlan

	

XECQ

	

8 :30a .m .
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Christian Life and Doctrine
THE CREATOR'S GRAND DESIGN—Part 1 5

The Holy Spirit of God
WE HAVE noted the mighty works of God as revealed in cre-
ation and have examined the scriptural testimony concernin g
his purpose in the creation of man . We have found that whil e
man transgressed divine law and was sentenced to death, i t
is the Creator's design to restore him to life as a human, o n
the earth, where, if he is then obedient, he may live in per-
fection forever . We have found that in the outworking of th e
Creator's grand design, Jesus was raised from the dead and
exalted to immortality on the divine plane of life and that hi s
faithful followers are promised this same exaltation, to b e
with Jesus and reign with him for the restoration of mankin d
to perfect human life .

It is recognized that the outworking of such a grand desig n
calls for the exercise of mighty power—power beyond th e
ability of the human mind to conceive—and it is this almighty
power to which the Bible refers as the Spirit, or Holy Spirit ,
of God . The Spirit of God is referred to hundreds of times i n
the Bible . In the New Testament it is usually designated th e
Holy Spirit, often mistranslated Holy Ghost in an attempt to
convey the traditional misconception of the Dark Ages that
the Holy Spirit is a person .

In the Old Testament, Spirit is translated from the Hebre w
word ruwach, which Professor Strong defines as 'wind' . The
same word is many times translated 'breath' . In the New
Testament, the word Spirit is translated from the Greek wor d
pneuma, meaning, according to Professor Strong, 'breath, o r
current of air' . Let us not conclude, however, that the Hol y
Spirit of God is merely wind, or a blast of air . The ancient
Hebrew and Greek languages did not contain specific word s
for everything, and this was particularly true in expressin g
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thoughts pertaining to God and to his mighty works . How-
ever, through use, many words containing specific meaning s
took on accommodated or additional meanings . Thus ruwach
in the Hebrew language, and pneuma in the Greek language ,
because of their original application to the invisible power o f
the wind, came to mean any invisible force or power, an d
were used to describe the invisible power of God .

Broadly speaking, then, the Spirit of God is the invisibl e
power of God by which he accomplishes all his goo d
purposes. It is that almighty power which cannot be thwarted
and which enables the Creator to accomplish all the good
pleasure of his will . Jehovah declares, "I have spoken it, I
will also bring it to pass ; I have purposed it, I will also do it . "
(Isa . 46:11) The Creator also asserts, "My word . . . that
goeth forth out of my mouth . . . shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shal l
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it ."—Isa . 55 :1 1

A Creative Power
The Spirit, or power, of God is manifest throughout al l

creation. It was the Spirit of God that transformed this planet
from an empty, shapeless mass-into the beautiful earth that i t
now is, making it capable of sustaining countless varieties o f
things, animate and inanimate . In this work of transforma-
tion, it was God's Spirit that set the bounds of the might y
oceans, so that the Creator could say, "Hitherto shalt thou
come, but no further : and here shall thy proud waves be
stayed ."—Job 38 :1 1

It was God's power that brought forth the grass and herb s
in the earth . It was his Spirit that implemented his decree ,
"Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature
that hath life." (Gen . 1 :2,20) It was God's Spirit that ful-
filled his Word, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature
after his kind ." (Gen . 1 :24) It was God's power that operate d
in the creation of man .—Gen. 1 :27

It is the Spirit of God, directed in secret processes know n
only to him, that enables all life on earth to reproduce It s
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kind . Solomon wrote: "Thou knowest not what is the way of
the Spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her tha t
is with child : even so thou knowest not the works of God wh o
maketh all ." (Eccles . 11 :5) Solomon was the wisest of all me n
in his day, but he acknowledged his lack of understandin g
the manner in which the Spirit of God operates ; and ou r
scientists today are as limited in their knowledge of th e
operation of God's Spirit as Solomon was .

We cannot understand the workings of divine power . We
can only marvel at what it accomplishes . Like the wind, it i s
truly an invisible power . Gravitation is one of it s
manifestations : "He hangeth the earth upon nothing ." (Job
26 :7) But the earth is only an infinitesmal speck in God' s
great universe . Think of the countless heavenly bodies, all o f
which are likewise hung upon nothing, yet they spin around
in the orbits designed for them, kept in place by what we cal l
the law of gravitation .

Think of the power of God that is contained in our sun an d
is given off under a controlled process which furnishes ou r
earth with light and heat! We are told that the sun gives of f
as much energy in one second as man has used with all hi s
implements ever since he has been on the earth . And even
the power or energy utilized by man has its origin with God .
Many cannot produce power except by utilizing the created
things of God .

Man has now discovered the tremendous energy locked u p
in a single atom . Try to figure out the number of atoms
contained in all of God's vast creation! It is impossible for th e
human mind to fathom, but the mere thought of it may hel p
us grasp a little more realistically the almighty power of God .
It was a simple matter for a Creator possessing suc h
unlimited power to prepare the earth for human habitation .

The Power of Life
The Spirit of God is a life-giving power. In Genesis 6 :1 7

ruwach is translated 'breath' in the expression, "Breath o f
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life ." We could say, then, that the Spirit of God which move d
upon the face of the waters was the Spirit of life . Confirmin g
this, Job 12:10 reads, concerning the Creator, "in whos e
hand is the soul [margin, life] of every living thing, and th e
breath [ruwach] of all mankind." It is this thought that Pau l
expressed in his sermon on Mars' Hill when he said concern-
ing God, "In him we live, and move, and have ou r
being ."—Acts 17 :28

God's Spirit is the power of inanimate as well as animat e
life . "Only God can make a tree," the poet wrote, and thi s
highlights the fact that but for the Spirit of God there woul d
be no trees, no flowers, no grass, no fruit, no vegetables .
Scientists can put together all the elements found in a blad e
of grass, but they cannot make their blade live . In his sermo n
to the Athenians, Paul said that God is "not far from ever y
one of us ." (Acts 17 :27) Certainly the Spirit of God is mani-
fest all around us—in the beauty and fragrance of th e
flowers, in his loving provisions of food, and in the gorgeou s
landscapes which enrapture us with their beauty, formed by
the blending of myriad varieties of inanimate life .

When Paul sought an illustration of Christian activity i n
proclaiming the Gospel, he likened it to sowing and watering ;
but he explained that it is God who gives the increase . (I Cor .
3 :7) How futile would be the work of a farmer in sowing see d
in the springtime if God did not give the increase! Some
farmers realize, when they see the tiny plants push up the
earth and spread forth their leaves, that the power of God i s
working to give the increase ; but others do not realize this .
How much more every manifestation of life with which we
are surrounded would mean if we could just keep in min d
that what we see is not a mere chemical process, not a
fortuity of blind nature, but the working of the Spirit of God !

God's Spirit Everywhere
Some speak of the omnipresence of God, meaning he i s

present everywhere at the same time. God's Spirit, hi s
power, is indeed present everywhere and all the time; there
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is no situation in the entire universe over which he does no t
have full control, or of which he could not instantly tak e
control . David wrote: "Such knowledge is too wonderful fo r
me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it . Whither shall I go fro m
thy Spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I
ascendup into heaven, thou art there : if I make my bed in hel l
[sheol, the death condition], behold, thou art there . If I take
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts o f
the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right
hand shall hold me ."—Ps . 139 :6-10

Here David is expressing his confidence that even in death ,
that is, hell, he would not be beyond the reach of divin e
power. How strange the psalmist's statement would be if hel l
were a place of fire and torment! But when we accept th e
scriptural fact that hell is the state or condition of death, thi s
expression becomes rich with meaning . It is simply David' s
poetic way of affirming his belief in the promises of God t o
restore-the dead to life . It means that God's Spirit will reac h
down into the death state and awaken the dead . This was
confirmed in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
by the almighty power of the Father . God did not leave
Jesus' soul, his being, in hell, the state of death .—Ps. 16 :10 ;
Acts 2 :27, 28, 32 ; Eph . 1 :19, 20

God's Thoughts
Another manner in which God has been using his power t o

accomplish his purposes is through the influence of hi s
thoughts over and in the lives of those whom he calls into hi s
service in the outworking of his plan, particularly during thi s
present era . We all recognize the power of thought . The lif e
of each one of us is controlled by thoughts—either our ow n
thoughts, or those of others which we allow to influence us .

But how does God bring his thoughts, his mind, to bear
upon the lives of those in this age who have dedicated them-
selves to serve him? It is through his written Word . God
began the preparation of his written Word through the
ancient prophets who wrote and spoke "as they were moved
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by the Holy Spirit" or power of God. (II Pet . 1 :21) The
operation of the Holy Spirit upon the minds of the prophets
who wrote the Old Testament was miraculous, the writer s
themselves only dimly understanding the meaning of what
they wrote . Peter explains that it was revealed to them "tha t
not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister th e
things, which are now reported unto you by them that have
preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Spirit sent dow n
from heaven ; which things the angels desire to look into . "
—I Pet . 1 :1 2

We cannot understand how the prophets were caused to
record God's thoughts . The Bible simply explains that it was
by the Holy Spirit . With this knowledge we can say the Ol d
Testament Scriptures are a product or work of the Hol y
Spirit . The thoughts of God recorded in the Old Testamen t
are to be read and pondered at will by his people . But no one
can understand the real import of these recorded thoughts o f
God until the due time arrives, and then the full meaning ha s
to be miraculously revealed, which brings to our attentio n
another accomplishment of the Holy Spirit .

The miraculous revealing of the meaning of the Old Testa-
ment messages began with Jesus . Doubtless through Jesus '
childhood his mother, Mary, had many times told him th e
circumstances in connection with his birth—that Joseph wa s
not his father, that he was conceived by the Holy Spirit . This
would impress upon Jesus the fact that he was on earth for a
special mission, and therefore he would be anxious to lear n
what that mission was. So we find him in the Temple at th e
early age of twelve, discussing matters with the doctors o f
the Law, and asking them questions . He probably learned
from them that under the Law it would not be proper for hi m
to enter upon any priestly service for God until he was thirt y
years old. (Luke 2:42-49; Num . 4:2,3) So he returned to
Nazareth and was subject to his mother and foster father
until that time came .

When Jesus was thirty years of age he went promptly to
John the Baptist at Jordan, and offered himself for baptism .
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Then a wonderful miracle occurred . The Holy Spirit cam e
upon him . The record states : "The Holy Spirit descended i n
a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came fro m
heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son ; in thee I am
well pleased." (Luke 3:22) Actually, of course, the Hol y
Spirit is not in the shape of a dove . The Holy Spirit, as w e
have seen, is the holy power of God, and here the presence o f
that power was manifested to John in the likeness of a dov e
descending upon the Master . The bodily form of a dove wa s
merely an outward demonstration, principally for the benefi t
of John the Baptist, and to enable him to bear testimony as t o
what had taken place .

Heavens Opened
In Matthew 3 :16 we are informed that when the Holy Spiri t

came upon Jesus, "the heavens were opened unto him . "
Here was a functioning of the Holy Spirit different from an y
that had ever before occurred . The Holy Spirit had been
operative in the creation of the universe and had given life t o
all living things. The Holy Spirit had enabled the prophets t o
record their messages from God for the benefit of his peopl e
in a later age . Now the same Spirit had miraculously revealed
to Jesus the meaning of those things which previously eve n
the angels could not understand. Now Jesus coul d
understand them .

In this we see the further working of God's power in com-
municating his thoughts to the finite minds of those whom h e
desired should come under their influence in his due time .
However, God does not impose his thoughts upon anyone .
He did not do this with Jesus . Jesus desired to know hi s
Heavenly Father's thoughts toward him . He wanted to kno w
his Father's will in order that he might do it . Jesus' attitude
in this is described in a prophecy concerning him . In this
prophecy Jesus is represented as saying, "Lo, I come: in the
volume of the Book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will ,
0 my God: yea, thy law is within my heart ."—Ps. 40:7, 8
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The volume of the Book here referred to is the Ol d
Testament, which contained a full expression of God 's wil l
for his beloved Son, who delighted to do his Father's will . He
wanted his Father to reveal his will to him, and the heaven s
were opened ; that is, the Holy Spirit revealed to him th e
meaning of what had previously been written . Even before
this the perfect mind of Jesus had probably become well ac -
quainted with the Old Testament Scriptures . Perhaps he ha d
even memorized much of what had been written .

Now the Holy Spirit was revealing to him its true meanin g
concerning his own mission on earth, and also the plan o f
God as a whole . The record states that Jesus was led by th e
Spirit into the wilderness, where he remained for forty days .
The miraculous revelation of truth which the Holy Spirit ha d
unfolded to him was seemingly so overwhelming an d
important that he felt the necessity of isolating himself fro m
others for a time that he might have an undisturbe d
opportunity to adjust himself to the flood of light, of truth, on
the Old Testament which had entered his mind, and thus b e
prepared to fulfill his agreement to do his Father's will .

Jesus' Ministr y

Throughout the entire course of Jesus' ministry he was un -
folding the various aspects of truth which had been revealed
to him . While he did not himself write his teachings, yet ,
under the later direction of the Holy Spirit, his wonderfu l
words of life were recorded by others and were thus mad e
available for the instruction of all the LORD'S people durin g
the Gospel Age . It was by Jesus' conformity to the thoughts
of God, as revealed to him by the Holy Spirit, that he wa s
prepared to be the great future king of earth ; and it is
through obedience to those same thoughts of God that Jesus '
followers are prepared to be associated with him in the futur e
work of the kingdom—that glorious work of blessing all th e
families of the earth .

In the words and works of Jesus we have revealed the
meaning of the Spirit-inspired writings of the Old Testament ,

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

45



a bringing closer to us of the holy thoughts of God, that they
might exert their intended influence in our lives . When we
read the teachings of Jesus we may know that they reveal t o
us the will of God . When Jesus says that we should love ou r
enemies, it means his Heavenly Father wants us to love ou r
enemies . After all, we are being prepared to be Jesus '
associates in the future blessing of all mankind, and many o f
the human race today are enemies of God and of his people .
We must learn to love these enemies in order to be properl y
prepared to deal with them and bless them .

Truth Held Bac k
But we do not have the full will of God revealed through th e

personal teachings and example of Jesus . He did not giv e
expression to all the wonderful truths revealed to him by th e
Holy Spirit . He said to his disciples : "I have many things to
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when h e
[it] the Spirit of truth is come, he [it] will guide you into al l
truth . " (John 16 :12,13) The minds of the disciples were no t
then prepared to grasp all the marvelous truths which ha d
been revealed to Jesus . Much of what he did tell them was
only vaguely understood by them, and many of the lesson s
they failed to remember .

In John 14:26 we have a promise by Jesus to his disciple s
that in his name the Father would send the Holy Spirit an d
that it would be to them a wonderful "Comforter . " The
Spirit, he said, "shall teach you all things, and bring al l
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unt o
you . " What a wonderful promise! It means that, while there
were many truths which Jesus had not revealed to hi s
disciples, later, through the enlightening power of the Hol y
Spirit, these would be made known to them. Nothing that
they needed to know in order to complete the divin e
revelation through their oral and written ministry would be
omitted when the promise to send the Holy Spirit was
fulfilled .

At Pentecost this promise was fulfilled . On that memorabl e
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day there was a mighty demonstration of power . Explaining
it, Peter said that Jesus, "having received of the Father th e
promise of the Holy Spirit, . . . hath shed forth this, which ye
now see and hear ." (Acts 2:33) The Holy Spirit was shed
forth . There was no way the translators could distort thi s
statement to make it seem as though the Holy Spirit was a
third person in a trinity of gods . A person cannot be 'shed
forth', but a power can be ; and it was this power, the Hol y
Spirit of truth, that came upon the waiting disciples a t
Pentecost .

While all the disciples who waited at Jerusalem for th e
coming of the Holy Spirit were richly blessed when it was
shed forth, only the apostles received from it a miraculous il -
lumination of their minds . They were specially designated b y
the fact that a visible manifestation of the Spirit in the form of
cloven tongues rested upon them . These, in turn, through
their oral teachings and their epistles, have made the visio n
plain for the remainder of God's people throughout the age .
God does not miraculously and directly reveal his truth to hi s
people as a whole, although he helps them to understan d
truth which has already been miraculously revealed . With
the ministry of the apostles, the Spirit-inspired teachings of
the Bible were completed .

A Comforter
In promising to shed forth the Holy Spirit upon his disci-

ples, Jesus said it would be a comforter to them . And how
true this proved to be! When Jesus was taken from them and
crucified, the disciples were made sad of heart . It was much
more than the loss in death of a beloved friend. They had ac -
cepted Jesus as the foretold Messiah . The disciples knew th e
God of Israel had promised to send a Messiah through th e
line of David, and that this great king was to establish a king-
dom, a government, which eventually would exert worldwid e
influence and control . They believed Jesus was this great
king, and they believed that in associating themselves wit h
him they would have a share in his kingdom .
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With Jesus's death this hope was shattered, but only unti l
the Holy Spirit was shed forth, for then they realized th e
messianic kingdom was to be more effective and more
glorious than they had ever dreamed it could be . They als o
realized it had been necessary for Jesus to die in order t o
redeem the world from death . They now knew that when th e
Heavenly Father raised Jesus from death he had highl y
exalted him beyond the comprehension of their finite minds .
They now knew that if they became conformed to Jesus '
character-likeness and faithfully laid down their lives as hi s
witnesses, they would, in God's due time, share the glory o f
his kingdom and the glory of his exalted position on th e
throne of God . How wonderfully they were comforted by th e
Holy Spirit !

Things to Com e
Jesus had said when the Holy Spirit of truth came upon th e

disciples it would show them "things to come," and it did .
(John 16:13) An example of this is found in a sermo n
preached by Peter shortly after Pentecost . This sermon wa s
prompted by a miracle which he had performed through th e
power of the resurrected Jesus . It was the healing of a man
who had been lame from the time of his birth . Peter
explained that Jesus was to come again, and when he di d
return there would be "times of restitution of all things ,
which," he added, "God hath spoken by the mouth of all hi s
holy prophets since the world began ." (Acts 3 :19-21 )
However, not until the Holy Spirit of truth was shed forth a t
Pentecost did Peter understand this great truth of restitutio n
for a lost world .

The pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit complete d
the miraculous revelation of divine truth given to Jesus a t
Jordan . Thus, through his teachings and those of th e
apostles—including Paul, who also later became one of th e
inspired apostles—the revelation of the divine will for th e
followers of the Master was completed and is now containe d
in the inspired Word . No further miraculous revelation is
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needed. Paul emphasized this when he wrote to Timothy ,
saying, "All Scripture given by inspiration of God is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction i n
righteousness ; that the man of God may be perfect, thorough -
ly furnished unto all good works ."—II Tim . 3 :16,1 7

The 'all Scripture given by inspiration of God' is what w e
speak of as the Old and New Testaments . In these two part s
of the Bible, therefore, God has recorded and revealed hi s
thoughts—those thoughts which he has designed shall exer t
power over and in the lives of those who, during the presen t
age in the divine plan, are fully dedicated to him . In this
wonderful arrangement, miraculously provided, is manifest-
ed the manner in which the power of God, the Holy Spirit of
truth, operates in the minds and hearts of those wh o
surrender to its influence, thus accomplishing the Creator ' s
design in the lives of those who have been called t o
joint-heirship with Jesus in his kingdom .

In conjunction with the written Word, the power of God
also operates on behalf of his children of the present ag e
through his providential care over them . These providences ,
properly interpreted, are always in keeping with the LORD ' S
written words, and every follower of the Master rejoices i n
them as he can see the marvelous manner in which th e
promises of God are fulfilled in the everyday experiences o f
his life . How grateful every follower of the Master should be
to realize the same power of God which brought form all th e
works of creation is working in him, preparing him to live and
reign with Christ a thousand years for the restoration of th e
human race from sin and death to righteousness an d
everlasting life!

	

q

LL flesh Is as grass, and all the glory of ma n
as the flower of grass . The grass withereth ,
and the flower thereof falleth away : but the
Word of the LORD endureth forever . And
this is the Word which by the Gospel I s
preached unto you .

	

—I Peter 1 :24, 2 5
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Christian 'Life and Doctrine
PART 1—TO BE CONTINUE D

The Days of Creation
"God saw everything that he had made, and behold it was

very good . And the evening and the morning were th e
sixth day ."

	

—Genesis 1 :31

IN THE Book of Isaiah, chapter fifty-five, verse nine, th e
great God and Creator of the universe says, "As the heaven s
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than you r
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts . " A moment ' s
reflection emphasizes the truthfulness of this statement . In-
deed, when we consider the wisdom manifested in the work s
of God with which we are surrounded, and as demonstrate d
in all the far-flung reaches of the universe, we realize that hi s
thoughts must be higher than ours . But in his infinit e
wisdom, and by his great ability, he is able to convey to our
puny minds at least some of his high thoughts relating to hi s
human creation .

God speaks to us in our own language, for how else coul d
we understand what he says? Speaking of the writers of th e
Old Testament books, the Apostle Peter explains that the y
wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit ; that is, the
power of God . (II Pet . 1 :21) Just how the power of th e
Almighty conveyed to the prophets what he wished recorded
is beyond the comprehension of our finite minds . This is on e
evidence of God's wisdom and ability that is as far above th e
capacity of our minds to understand as the heavens ar e
higher than the earth .

We open this lesson with these thoughts because it wil l
deal with a chapter in the Bible, which, in its thirty-one shor t
verses, reveals a sequence of steps in which the Creator pre -
pared the earth for plant and animal life, carrying forwar d
the work of establishing the earth until it became a fit habi-
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tation for man . Geologists and astronomers have written
countless pages on the same subject, and basically have tol d
us nothing that is not contained in these thirty-one verses . In-
stead, they have done much to confuse and distort the fact s
as they are now becoming more and more recognized .

Our contention is, then, that only God, who understood al l
the facts of creation because he was the Master Workman ,
could have caused them to be written in so few, yet mean-
ingful, words . Even so great a geologist as the late Professo r
J . D. Dana, of Yale University, asserted with great empha-
sis that the wisdom displayed in this chapter cannot be ac -
counted for in any other way than to have been inspired b y
God, the great Architect of creation whose work it describes .

The Beginnin g
The opening verse of the chapter is a simple statement of

fact—"In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth ." Few will deny that the heaven and the earth did have
a beginning, and here we are told that the Creator was
responsible for it . It does not attempt to tell us how . The
creative forces put into motion by God which brought int o
being the countless millions of worlds and set them spinnin g
through space under orderly control would be quite beyon d
our comprehension in any case . Nor has man, even man o f
this so-called brain age, discovered any further informatio n
concerning creation than the few simple words set forth i n
this verse . There are many theories of creation, but they ar e
only theories . Astronomers now think the universe is contin-
ually expanding, but they are not sure . What seems to be a n
expanding universe may be merely the astronomers '
expanding ability to see more of it .

Oh yes, modern man has acquired a great deal of informa-
tion . He even knows how to split an atom, but since he does
not know how to make an atom, or how atoms were made, h e
has nothing whereof to boast . Atoms, we are told, are th e
building blocks of nature . This Is doubtless true, but to kno w
this does not take us beyond the simple statement of Genesi s
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1 :1 : "In the beginning God created the heaven and th e
earth ."

God could have had that text read, "In the beginning, by
the use of atoms, the heaven and the earth were created . "
But then, how much more would we have known? We woul d
have to ask, "What is an atom?" and the real answer to thi s
question would have been beyond our ability to understand ,
so the LORD knew it was better not to tantalize us wit h
details which we could never comprehend .

From this simple statement of Genesis 1 :1, we learn that
the heaven and the earth were already in existence when th e
work of the six creative days, described in the remainder o f
the chapter, began . "The earth was without form, and void ;
and darkness was upon the face of the deep," verse tw o
informs us . The earth'was', because already created, bu t
'without form and void', or empty . Its fixed contour, as
designed by God, had not been reached . There were neithe r
mountains nor valleys, trees nor shrubs, rivers nor oceans . I t
was void, or empty, of all forms of life .

"The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters ."
(vs . 2) The word Spirit, used here, translates a Hebrew wor d
the basic meaning of which is 'wind' . Its broader meaning i s
'invisible power', and the ancients used it to describe th e
unseen and inexplicable power of God . The LORD tells us ,
then, that the shapeless, empty earth was prepared fo r
human habitation through the exercise of his power . More
than this we could not understand .

By reasoning from the known to the unknown we reach th e
conclusion that there are invisible forces beyond the reach o f
human understanding and control . While in our modern
world we believe we know more about power than did th e
ancients, it would perhaps be more correct to say that man
has now learned Just a little in the way of harnessing power .
Beginning with the steam engine, and then on to the electri c
dynamo and motor ; gasoline engines; electronics; and the
split atom, we have witnessed the exercise of power millions

52

	

THE DAWN



of times greater than is contained in our own brawn an d
muscle .

Yes, we see railroad trains a mile long hauled along th e
tracks at sixty to ninety miles an hour, through the controlle d
use of evaporating water or burning oil ; we see a giant flying
machine rise from the ground carrying scores of passengers
and tons of freight, and force itself through the air at fro m
three hundred to five hundred miles an hour . Seeing these ,
and the many other modern uses of power, we say t o
ourselves, perhaps, How wonderful is man, and how
marvelous are his creative works !

But hold! Just what has man created? Basically, nothing .
He has simply learned how to use—in many instances ,
misuse—some of the materials which God had already
created . He has learned how, in a very limited way, to us e
these materials without really understanding what they are ,
or how they were created . The molecules of iron, they say ,
are held together by magnetism ; but what is magnetism? Oh ,
magnetism is an electrical energy . But what is electricity? N o
answer !

So on down the line from coal to hydrogen, which, whe n
used to power bombs, might well destroy the world . Should
we ask your most brilliant scientists just why, basically, these
substances behave as they do, if they replied at all it woul d
be to say they do not know, or else admit the truth, which i s
that they are creations of God and contain in various form s
the invisible and unexplainable power of God . And, after all ,
how limited is man's control of divine energy which has bee n
bottled up in the things which God has created! How helples s
is man, with his gadgets, in the face of a tornado, a flood, o r
an electrical storm !

So, the Spirit, the power of God moved upon the face of th e
waters ; that is, the creative work continued, as it had begun ,
by the use of divine power . When we consider the amount o f
power stored up in a single atom, and realize the Creator
produced all the power of all the atoms in the countles s

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

53



millions of worlds which he had created, our faith can readil y
lay hold upon the fact that such a God could easil y
accomplish his design in preparing this planet for th e
habitation of man .

"God said, Let there be light : and there was light ." (vs. 3 )
This is in sequence to the statement that darkness was upo n
the face of the waters. God's power was exercised . At his
command light emerged from darkness . Where did it com e
from and where did the darkness go when the light took it s
place? Job was asked this question but could not answer, no r
can our Einsteins of today . (Job 38:18-21) Beyond the fac t
that light thus appeared at this very early stage in the earth' s
preparation for man, we know little .

"God saw the light, that it was good : and God divided th e
light from the darkness . And God called the light Day, an d
the darkness he called Night . And the evening and th e
morning were the first day ." (vss . 4,5) Since nothing in thi s
account has yet been said about the sun, which provides th e
measuring line of our twenty-four hour days, it is apparen t
that the LORD is here using the word day in its broade r
scriptural application, to denote, that is, a period of time, o r
era, during which certain things came about . We speak, fo r
example, of Washington's day, and Lincoln's day . The firs t
day of creation was the period of time during which the
developments described in verses two through five took
place .

Some have mistakenly concluded that because the begin -
ning and closing of the creative days are described as the
evening and the morning, the reference must be to
twenty-four hour sun days, but the Scriptures do not restric t
us to such an interpretation . The Prophet David speaks of the
entire period when sinand death reign in the earth as a
`night', saying, "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning ."—Ps. 30 : 5

The eve of an event looks toward its beginning, so appro-
priately, the beginning of each creative day is referred to as
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the evening . To us the evening introduces the night, which i s
a time of darkness, and each of the creative days did begin I n
a measure of obscurity and darkness. Not until the
developments designed for each period were nearing
completion did the light of the morning reveal the purpose of

the mysterious workings of divine power during that day .

The first creative period is properly designed as azoic ,
meaning lifeless . The main development of this day was th e
appearance of light, how and from whence, our minds canno t
comprehend . The simple statement that it was accomplishe d
by the power of God is all we can grasp . A dog can be taugh t
certain things, but it cannot understand all its master does .
But the fact that the dog is so limited in understanding doe s
not prove the things which are beyond its mental grasp are
not real, or do not exist .

The Second Da y
"God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of th e

waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters . And Go d
made the firmament, and divided the waters which were
under the firmament from the waters which were above th e
firmament: and it was so . And God called the firmamen t
Heaven . And the evening and the morning were the secon d
day." (vss . 6-8) Here is described the creation of the
atmosphere surrounding the earth .

Neither animate nor inanimate life on earth can exis t
without air . Logically, therefore, the creative work of this day
must precede the creation of life . And this marvelous
arrangement of the water under the firmament and th e
waters above the firmament contributes to life, not onl y
through the direct use of the hydrogen and oxygen by plant s
and animals, for we see God's wisdom and economy agai n
displayed in the creative work of this day in the arrangemen t
for the cycles of life-giving waters from the oceans to th e
clouds, back to earth into the oceans, and again to the clouds ,
that the land might be kept properly moistened to produce
the needed food for man and beast . See Job 38:25-28
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Talking Things Over

General Convention Bulletin
WE KNOW you are anxious to make early reservations with Albio n
College for the General Convention week of July 26th-July 31st, s o
we are providing the following registration information :

1988 Convention Rates
Registration Fee: $2.75 per perso n

Rooms : $10 .00 per night, per person

Meals : Breakfast- $3 .75 • Lunch-$4.75 • Dinner-$5 .75

• The total convention cost for a registered person using seven nights lodging,
and having eighteen meals, is $158 .25 .

• For those brethren arriving on Friday, July 25th, dinner will be served between
6 :30 p .m . and 7 :30 p .m . The cash price for this meal will be $5 .75 . Breakfast will
be served from 6 :30 a .m . to 7:30 a .m . on Friday, August 1st, for a cash price of
$3 .75 .

• Children, ages one to three, are free . Children, ages four and five, are one-half
above prices .

Reservation Informatio n

• Deposits : Albion College requires a minimum deposit of $26 .00 per person with
each reservation .

• Cancellations: To receive a total refund of all prepayment, you must notify the
college of the cancellation of your reservation by July 15th. Cancellation notices
received by Albion after this date will not have the $25.00 deposit refunde d
when prepayment is returned to you .

• To Avoid Delay in registering upon arrival at Albion, the College suggests pay-
ment by mail of the balance due them before July 15th.

• To Facilitate Processing your Reservation :
1. Designate on the Reservation Form all nights lodging required, all meals de-

sired, and for how many persons .

2. Individuals desiring to room together must use separate Registration Form s
if they do not live at the same address .

3. Complete the portion of the Registration Form concerning Airport Pickup, i f
applicable to you.

Airport Pickup Information

• BATTLE CREEK & JACKSON AIRPORTS—The charge for transportation fro m
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either of these airports to Albion College will be $12 .50 per person, provided
there are three ormore persons. Otherwise, the charge will be the exact cost .

• DETROIT METRO AIRPORT—The cost will be $15 .00 per person if there ar e
three or more . Otherwise, the charge will be the actual cost—$40.00 .

The first pickup will be at 3 :00 p .m ., on Friday, July 25th, at the American Air-
lines baggage area, and a few minutes later at the United Airlines baggage area .

A second pickup will be at 8 :00 p .m ., on Friday, July 26, at the American
Airlines baggage area, and a few minutes later at the United Airlines baggag e
area.

• Information concerning your arrival should include the name of the airport, the
name of the airline, the flight number, and the pickup time, in the space pro-
vided on the Reservation Form . With this information, transportation can be ar-
ranged in advance .

• In the event of problems, the telephone number to call is :

(517) 629-5511, Extension 324 or 32 9

Subsidy for Children Six to Seventeen Gives Discount of 50 %

• The Convention Committee has made provision for a fifty percent subsidy to b e
paid at the close of the convention for young people between the ages of six and
seventeen years of age who have qualified by attending at least 75% of th e
Young People's Bible Classes . This subsidy is designed to help make it possible
for young people to attend the General Convention and enjoy the Bible Classe s
provided for them .

• In making your reservation, pay the full rate to the College for children in thi s
classification .

• To obtain the discount, see the Convention Treasurer, Brother Stephen Roski e
wicz, near the close of the convention .
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Reservation Form
BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTIO N

Albion College—Albion, Michigan
JULY 26—JULY 31, 1986

Breakfast

	

Lunch

	

Dinner

	

Lodging
Number Number Number Yes or N o

Friday

Saturday

	

B	 L	 D	

Sunday

	

B	 L	 D	

Monday

	

B	 L	 D	

Tuesday

	

B	 L	 D	

Wednesday B	 L	 D	

Thursday

	

B	 L	 D	

AIRPORT PICKUP INFORMATION : Airport Location :	

Name of Airline :	 Flight Number	

Time of Arrival : Date	 Hour	 q a .m . / q p .m .

NAME	

ADDRESS	

CITY/STATE/ZIP	

NAMES OF ALL OTHER PERSONS INCLUDED IN THIS RESERVATION :

(Give age if six through seventeen years of age . )

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TOTAL NUMBER of persons for whom reservations are being made:	

Checks should be made to : ALBION COLLEG E

and mailed to: Mr. Morley Frase r
Albion Colleg e
Albion, Mlchlpan 49224



Voices from the Past
BROTHER W.T. BAKER, 1948 GENERAL CONVENTION

The Commandments
of Christ

PILGRIM Brother W.T. Baker ad -
dressed the convention, using as hi s
topic, "The Commandments o f
Christ ." His text was, "He tha t
hath my commandments, and keep -
eth them, he it is that loveth me:
and he that loveth me shall be loved
of my Father, and I will love him ,
and will manifest myself to him . " —
John 14 :2 1

We must know the command -
ments before we can keep them . Many of the commandments
of Jesus are found in his Sermon on the Mount, and the Be-
atitudes introducing the sermon represent a summary o f
many of the important principles involved in the LORD' S
commandments . If we are faithful in keeping his command-
ments and thus demonstrate our love for him and for on e
another, then it will be true of us, as Jesus said, that we wil l
be the salt of the earth, and the light of the world .

One of the commandments is that we should let our ligh t
shine ; and if we do not let our light shine we will be like the
man who puts his candle under a bushel, hiding it fro m
others and causing it eventually to go out .

Being imperfect according to the flesh, it is not possible to
keep all the commandments of Jesus perfectly, but we can
keep the spirit of his commandments in our hearts . But even

VOICES FROM THE PAST
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though we cannot live up to . the full measure of all th e
commandments which govern the narrow way, our righteous-
ness must exceed that of the Pharisees . We can be consisten t
and straightforward in our dealings with others, not hypo-
crites . There is no excuse for a Christian's word being un-
reliable .

The Pharisees practiced a certain degree of love . Ap-
parently they loved their friends, those who loved them .
That is easy for any of us to do . But in order to keep th e
commandments of Jesus we must love our enemies also . We
are not expected to love our enemies in the sense o f
overlooking the wrong they do, but in the sense that we wil l
not harbor ill will toward them, and will be ready at all times
to do what we can to bless them, to help them see the way o f
the LORD more perfectly .

In Jesus' Sermon on the Mount he gives an example of th e
proper manner in which to pray . The opening words of that
prayer indicate that we should pray in a spirit of true worshi p
and adoration of our Heavenly Father, with the thought o f
giving him glory, that his glory is the most importan t
consideration of our lives . Acceptable prayer to God—praye r
that is in keeping with the commandments of Jesus—shoul d
not be in the nature of begging the LORD for favors, bu t
rather, of thanksgiving for his many blessings, and th e
claiming of the fulfillment of the promises he has made t o
us .

	

q

44444444444444444444 Wg.4444- 444444444 4

1985 CONVENTION DAWN
The special issue of The Dawn magazine reporting on the

1985 General Convention has now been printed . If the
secretary of your class has not already made a request for a
number sufficient for your ecclesia, he or she may now do so .
Requests by individuals not associated with classes will also
be gladly filled . Write to : The Dawn, 199 Railroad Avenue ,
East Rutherford, NJ 07073 .

	

q
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Encouraging Letters
LISTENED INTENTL Y
Dear Friends: I was trying to
find something to listen to on
my radio this morning, be -
cause the rain was pouring
down. I came across your
program and listened intent-
ly . It was an interesting and
inspiring message . Pleas e
send me a copy of "God an d
Reason. " It will help me
greatly I am sure . Sincerely
yours . —Canada

WARM APPRECIATION
Dear Dawn Bible Students :
We received volumes tw o
through six of the "Studie s
in the Scriptures, " and do
want to express our appreci-
ation for your speedy re-
sponse . We have contacte d
the nearby Bible Students
class and plan to attend th e
meetings . Enclosed find my
order for more publication s
and a subscription to Th e
Dawn magazine . We enjoy
the "Frank and Ernest "
broadcast and wish to ex -
press our warm appreciation
for all ofJehovah's house-
hold. Sincerely yours . —IL

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

FROM THE PHILIPPINES
Dear Brothers, "Frank and
Ernest," and all members of
the Dawn staff. Loving and
warmest greetings fro m
Manila to all of you, in the
name of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ . I would like to
thank you all for the monthly
issues of The Dawn, "Go d
and Reason, " "Three Keys
to the Bible, " and the pack -
age of literature which yo u
sent. I gave one copy to my
son, and the rest I will give to
interested people in the of-

fice where I am working . I
extend my gratitude to all of
you for this literature, whic h
is very enlightening with al l
the wonderful truth it con-
tains . The Dawn Bible Stud-
ents Association has th e
truth concerning the Bible
teachings, and how I rejoic e
to know your interpretations .
Your work is very unique be -
cause the magazine is very
low in price—it is almost
free! How I marvel, and hop e
I can help by ordering the six
volumes next time . Thank
you all once again . Yours in
the Messiah . —Philippines 0
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Speakers' Appointments
MINISTERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIS T

M . BALKO

	

E .F . LANKFOR D
Detroit, MI

	

April 12,13 Detroit, MI

	

April 12,1 3

O .M. JEUCK

	

G . PASSIOS
Detroit, MI

	

April 12,13 Berwick, PA

	

April 20
Boise, ID

	

25-27

	

E .K . PENROS E
E . HERRSCHER

	

Detroit, MI

	

April12,1 3
New York, NY

	

April 6

	

JOS . PANUCC I
Detroit, MI

	

12,13

	

Detroit, MI

	

April 12,1 3
N . KASPEROWICZ

	

S . ROSKIEWIC Z
Allentown, PA

	

April27 Detroit, MI

	

April 12,1 3
R .J . KRUPA

	

J . TAT E
Detroit, MI

	

April 12,13 Middletown, NY

	

April 20

FOREIGN APPOINTMENT S
BROTHERS JOS . & VINCENT PANUCC I

Lima, Peru

	

April 21, 2 2
Buenos Aires and

	

23-30
Monte Grande, Argentin a

Montevideo, Uruguay

	

May 1, 2
Parana, Brazil

	

May3, 4
Cordaba, Argentina

	

5

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
APRIL 3—The night is far spent, the day is at hand ; let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor o f
light.—Romans 13 :12 (Z . '03-79 Hymn 317 )
APRIL 10—Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time .—I Peter 5 :6 (Z . '93-7 Hymn
18)
APRIL 17—The anointing which ye have received of him abideth in
you—I John 2:27 (Z . '03-223 Hymn 90)
APRIL 24—Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good t o
edification.—Romans 15 :2 (Z. '03-406, 407 Hymn 74 )
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Obituaries
Brother Frank Plummer, New Zealand—October 3 . Age, 87 .
Brother John Carl Schultz, Portland, OR—November 16 . Age, 92 .
Sifter Ruth Roark, Orlando, FL—December 28 . Age, 85 .
Brother E .H. Frels, Frelsburg, TX—January 27 . Age, 86 .
Sister Thelma Parks, Cincinnati, OH—January 30. Age, 83 .
Brother John Wanio, Muskegon, MI—February 2 . Age, 99 .
Sister Mary G . Wilkins, Little Rock, AR—February 3 . Age, 79 .
Sister Catherine Niemczak, Detroit Polish Ecclesia—February 6 .

Age, 93 .
Sister Magdelen Allbon, England—February 9 . Age, 77 .
Sister Harriet Feurst, Grand Rapids, MI—February 13 . Age, 92 .
Sister Evelyn Lewis, England—February 17 . Age . 73 .
Sister Helene J . Jones, New York, NY— February 23 . Age, 101 .
Sister Mary Mitchka, Paterson, NJ—February 24 . Age, 88 .
Brother Gene Fay, Los Angeles, CA—February 24 . Age, 61 .
Sister Laura J . Kimbler, Cincinnati, OH—February 25 . Age, 81 .
Sister Mary MacDonald, Vancouver, B .C .—February 28 . Age, 86 .
Brother Edwin Alexander, Orlando, FL—March 8 . Age, 84 .

Conventions
NEW YORK, NY, April 6—Ruther-
ford Woman's Club, Montross and
Fairview Avenues, Rutherford, NJ .
Contact Mr . Leo Post, 24 Lexingto n
Rd ., New City, NY 1095 6
FRESNO BIBLE STUDENTS PRE -
MEMORIAL CONVENTION, Apri l
11-13—E .C .C .O, Oakhurst, CA . For
information & reservations contac t
no later than March 31 : Mrs . R .E .
Wilson, 2103 North Price, #112 ,
Fresno, CA 9370 3
Phone : (209) 255-224 1

DETROIT PRE-MEMORIAL CON-
VENTION, April 12,13—Macom b
Community College 14500 12 Mile

Road, Warren, MI . Mr . Edmun d
Blicharz, 200 Hampshire Ct ., Dear-
born 48124
Phone : (313) 278-812 8

ALBUQUERQUE, NM, PRE-MEM-
ORIAL CONVENTION, April 18-20
—University of Albuquerque, St .
Joseph's Place N .W . Write : Mrs . T .
M . Thomassen, Secretary, 402 Bry n
Mawr S .E . 87106

WILMINGTON I CHESAPEAK E
PRE-MEMORIAL CONVENTION ,
April 19,20—Carpenter's Local ,
Route 9, New Castle, DE . Write :
Mrs . R . MacDonald, 135 Wes t
Rutherford Dr ., Newark, DE 1971 3

OBITUARIES
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NEW LONDON AREA PRE-MEM-
ORIAL CONVENTION, April 20—
Groton Municipal Building, 295
Meridian St ., Groton, CT 06340 .
Contact Jewel Franco, 29 Cutler St . ,
Groton, CT 0634 0

BOISE, ID, April 25-27—Holida y
Inn Convention Center, Int . 1-84 an d
Vista Ave . Contact Mrs . Alle n
Allers, 2438 Bruins Circle, Boise, I D
83704 Phone : (208) 375-687 3

CINCINNATI, OH, April 20—At th e
Harp's Home, 2609 Merrittvie w
Lane, 45231 . Edith Harp, Secy .

NEBRASKA BIBLE STUDENTS ,
April 26,27—Benson Park Pavillion ,
7028 Military Ave ., Omaha. Cal l
Brother Tom Gilbert, (402) 592-231 7

PITTSBURGH, PA, April 27—Seto n
Center, 1900 Pioneer Ave . Contac t
Mrs . Barbara Martig, 730 Dunste r
St . 15226

COVINA, CA, May 4—Industr y
Hills Convention Center, 1 Industr y
Hills Parkway, City of Industry .
Write : Elaine L . Redeker, Secretary ,
5554 North Pal Mal Ave ., Templ e
City, CA 91780

HARTFORD, CT, May 4—Sag e
Park Jr . H.S ., Sage Park Rd . ,
Windsor . Write : Mrs . John Coccia ,
10 Light Street, Enfield, CT 0608 2

RELIGIOUS C .O . SEMINAR, Satur-
day, May ,17—Foxon Community
Center, East Haven, CT . Contac t
Rick Suraci, 36 Valley View Road ,
Derby, CT 0641 8
Phone : (203) 736-6443

AGAWAM, MA, May 18—Ramad a
Inn, 161 Bridge St ., (at 1-91), Ware-
house Point, CT . Write : Mrs . Lesli e
Hindle, 39 Park Hill, Broad Brook,

CT 0601 6
Phone : (203) 623-6591

DENVER, CO, May 18—Bonanza ,
1-25 at 84th Ave, Thornton . Mrs .
Marcia Kuehmichel, 10201 River -
dale Rd . #53, Thornton 80229

WEST NEWTON, PA, May 18 —
Sewickley Grange, West Newton ,
PA . Write : Mike Balko, Secretary ,
501 Pittsburgh St ., West Newton ,
PA 15089

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, May 23-26
—Asllomar Convention . Cut-off dat e
for reservations is April 20th . Write
Mrs . Wm . Blong, 713 Sycamore
Ave ., San Bruno 9406 6
Phone : (415 588-398 2

ALLENTOWN/NEW YORK CON-
VENTION, May 30,31, June 1 —
Cedar Crest College, Allentown,
PA . Write : Mrs . Margaret Young ,
P .O . Box 24, Riegelsville, PA 1807 7

WATERBURY, CT, June 8—YWC A
80 Prospect St . Write : Associated
Bible Students, P .O . Box 1494 ,
Waterbury 06721
WINNIPEG, MAN ., CANADA, Jun e
14,15—Write Secretary, Sidney E .
Jones, Box 106, Group 327, R .R . 3 ,
Selkirk

MARSHFIELD, WI, June 21,22 —
Sunrise Sunset, 2327 W . Arnold St .
Contact : Starr Carpenter, P .O . Bo x
864, 5444 9

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CON-
VENTION, Albion, MI—July 26-31
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ,
Wlllingen, West Germany, August
2-8—Der Saueriand Stern Hotel .
Write : International Convention o f
Bible Students, 1425 Lachman Lane ,
Pacific Palisades, CA 9027 2
Phone : (213) 454-5248
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