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HIGHLIGHTSOF0 A W NI
`The Great Society

FOR some time now the President of the United States has bee n
talking about "The Great Society" which he hopes to see estab-
lished in the United States through the good offices of his
administration . In the President's State of the Union messag e
which he presented to the Congress and to the American peopl e
early in January, and later in his Inaugural Address, he outlined
some of the things he had in mind as constituting the grea t
society of which he so glowingly speaks . Poverty is to be abol-
ished. There is to be medical care for the aged, and for the
children. The nation's educational systems are to be improved .
Civil rights are to be expanded, and made more realistic . Un-
employment is to be abolished. In short, all the ills which now
afflict the people are to be remedied—at least, billions o f
dollars are to be spent in efforts to do so .

Naturally there will be a great deal of controversy as t o
whether or not these objectives should be undertaken by th e
Federal Government. There will be the cry of "socialized medi-
cine" and "the welfare state" which many will raise . However ,
as Christians we are not particularly concerned with this con-
troversy, but can rejoice that there are humanitarian-minde d
people in the world who see these problems and are willing to
do what they can to solve them .

The United States is the richest country in the world. The
standard of living here is higher than in any other country .
Yet, even here, the President considers it necessary to make
war on poverty. The fact is that right here in the midst o f
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plenty there are millions who are living in poverty . There ar e
various reasons for this . One is the mechanization of the coal
industry. This alone has left hundreds of thousands of coal
miners without work . This has blighted whole communities, an d
the hardships of the people in these areas are almost beyond
description .

While there is much poverty in America, the vast majorit y
of the people are enjoying a bountiful subsistence . This is in
bold contrast to the situation in many other countries—particu-
larly in Africa and the Far East—where the great majority ar e
poor and hungry. Taking the general average the world over
we find that there are by far many more who are hungry and
ill-clad than there are those who have plenty to eat and decen t
clothes to wear . There is need, therefore, for a world-wide wa r
on poverty.

Nor is the world situation improving, but the reverse . Our
wisest leaders and planners seem unable to cope with the mount-
ing needs of the earth's rapidly increasing population . The main
reason for this failure is, of course, human selfishness . Selfish-
ness stands in the way of an adequate distribution of earth' s
bounties . It is the basic cause for the tensions and struggle s
which are constantly preventing many nations from makin g
economic progress. If the food-growing potentials of the earth
could be unselfishly utilized no one would need to go hungry .

Human Failure
That the world should be in the state that it is in today i s

grim testimony to the fact of the failure of human efforts .
Within our generation we have had "The New Deal," "The
New Frontier," and now "The Great Society ." In addition w e
have had many slogans of encouragement such as "Freedo m
from Fear," "A Chicken in Every Pot," and others . The peopl e
of former generations have likewise had their utopian dreams ,
and many have made strenuous efforts to assure that thes e
dreams came true . But by and large the world is today in
worse condition in many ways than it has ever been.
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Man's dilemma began with the entry of sin into the world .
In pronouncing the sentence of death, the Lord said to Ada m
that he would have to live by the sweat of his face all the days
of his life until he returned to the dust from which he wa s
taken . (Gen. 3:17-19) He was to find the earth, not subdued ,
but unfriendly, in that it would bring forth thorns and thistle s
more readily than it would wholesome, life-giving food .

This situation tended to create jealousies and a spirit o f
selfish—many times ruthless—competition among the descend -
ants of Adam. As nations were formed, the same attitudes wer e
engendered among them. This spirit of selfishness and gree d
is so strongly entrenched in mankind that adequate polic e
forces have to be maintained even in civilized countries, other -
wise there would be near-anarchy much of the time . This spirit
is noted in times of calamity such as earthquakes, when th e
goods from stores are thrown into the streets. The police have
to move in quickly to prevent the wholesale looting that would
otherwise take place .

True, there are noble-minded people by the millions wh o
do not need to be kept in line by a police force, and we are
glad that this is so . We are analyzing the general situation so
so that we may realize more clearly just why it has been im-
possible for the well-wishers in human society to establis h
utopian conditions. Human selfishness has always stood in th e
way, and it does today . This is the reason that all human plans
will fail .

God's Pla n

God's plan includes a provision for eradicating human selfish-
ness . This plan is centered in Christ Jesus, who gave his life
as a ransom, and thus made possible the eventual setting aside
of the sentence of death . Paul put it this way : "This is good an d
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior ; who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth .
For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men ,
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the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time ."—I Tim. 2 :3-6

The word "ransom" used by Paul means "a correspondin g
price. The thought is that Jesus became a substitute in death
for the condemned Adam, and through Adam, for the whol e
human race. The fact that this loving provision was made fo r
the ultimate release of Adam and his race from death implies
that in due time this release will take place . The Bible shows
that this is indeed God's plan . The period during which this
will be accomplished is described by the Apostle Peter a s
"times of restitution of all things," and he declares that it had
been spoken by the mouth "of all his [God's] holy prophet s
since the world began ."—Acts 3 :19-2 1

Restitution means restoration . Basically it will be a restoratio n
to life in what the Bible describes as a resurrection. First will
come an awakening from the sleep of death. Then all who
accept God's loving provision for them through Christ, and obey
the will of God as it will then be made known to them, wil l
be restored fully to human perfection as Adam enjoyed i t
before he transgressed the divine law.

This means that selfishness in the human heart will be re -
placed by love. Among the promises of restitution referred t o
by Peter are those set forth in Jeremiah 31 :31-34, and Ezekie l
11 :19, 20; 36:24-28 . The Lord assures us that the stony, selfis h
hearts of the people will be taken away, and they will be give n
hearts of flesh, and that God will write his law in their "inward
parts." Thus one of the main causes for human failures t o
establish utopian conditions throughout the earth will be re -
moved .

The Prophet Isaiah, writing concerning the "times of restitu-
tion," said, "An highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall
be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over
it; but it shall be for those : the wayfaring men, though fools ,
shall not err therein ." (Isa . 35 :8) A highway, or roadway, sug-
gests the idea of progress . This promised "highway" leads to
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holiness, or righteousness . It is the return road to God for al l
who, during "the times of restitution," wish to avail themselve s
of it . The unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be fo r
those ; that is, the unclean who wish to enter the highway will
be privileged to do so, but to remain on it they will have to
make progress toward holiness .

Because of human selfishness and the long reign of sin an d
death, there are almost endless pitfalls, snares, and temptations
to hinder people from walking in the way of righteousness a t
the present time. These hindrances are symbolized by Isaia h
as beasts, and concerning the "highway" he says, "No lion shall
be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shal l
not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there ." (vs . 9 )
The "redeemed" are those for whom Christ died, and here w e
are again assured that they will have the opportunty of return-
ing to life and to perfection and, above all, to harmony with God .

Health in "The Great Society"

As we have noted, throughout the centuries noble effort s
have been made to improve man's social and economic life .
Many forms of government have been tried . In our generation
the ability to cope with economic problems engendered by labor -
saving machinery has been a baffling one . But in all the efforts
of the past little consideration has been given to the health of
the people. But now President Johnson has taken hold of this
difficult problem and promises to do something about it .

The President refers to what he hopes to do as "a massiv e
assault" on disease . In his proposed program the aged are t o
be cared for, and also the children . Billions of dollars are t o
be spent on medical research, with the view of finding cure s
for cancer and a number of other killing diseases . It is a bold ,
far-reaching program, and it is to be hoped that much will b e
accomplished to alleviate human suffering .

With the promise to abolish poverty, care for the sick, an d
cure as many of them as possible, Mr. Johnson has surely
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undertaken to accomplish more for the people than humani-
tarians of the past have hoped for. And probably much good
will be done. Surely no one could wish less for the President' s
"Great Society" than he is attempting to accomplish . But even
so, it will come far short of what the Lord has provided in hi s
plan .

In the first place, it will be very limited in scope, geographi-
cally speaking . Even if near-utopian conditions could be estab-
lished in rich America, it would still leave hundreds of millions ,
yea, billions of the human race underfed and dying in th e
squalor of disease and poverty throughout large areas of the
earth. And even in these United States the people will continu e
to die, for no matter how successful the President's plans may
be, we know that he will be unable to abolish death .

But as we have seen, with God's plan it will be different ,
for in "the times of restitution" sickness and death will b e
destroyed. This will be the time of Christ's kingdom. Since
Christ's first advent the work of God has been the calling an d
selecting of a "little flock" from among mankind to share th e
honor and glory of the kingdom with Christ . (Luke 12 :32) Dur-
ing his second presence these faithful followers, raised fro m
the dead and exalted to the divine nature with Christ, will
reign over mankind to extend the blessings of health and life
which the Redeemer purchased by his own precious blood . Con-
cerning the reign of Christ the Apostle Paul wrote, "He [Christ]
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet . The
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death ."—I Cor . 15:25, 26

What a glorious prospect! In another restitution promise th e
Prophet Isaiah assures us that the Lord "will swallow up death
in victory," and that he "will wipe away tears from off al l
faces." In another promise he speaks of blind eyes being opened ,
deaf ears being unstopped, lame men leaping, and the tongue
of the dumb singing .—Isa . 25 :8; 35 :5, 6

This is confirmed by the Apostle John in Revelation 21 :14 .
Here John presents the Lord's "Great Society" as a "new heaven
6
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and a new earth," and among the blessings to be enjoyed by th e
people in that new social order will be the wiping away o f
tears, and the destruction of disease and of death . "There shal l
be no more death," writes John, "neither sorrow, nor crying ,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away."

Obviously the results of President Johnson's proposed "mas-
sive assault" on disease will fall far short of what the Lor d
has promised to do through the agencies of Christ's kingdom .
And, as we have seen, in addition the Lord's program calls fo r
the resurrection of the dead. After all, this is essential for the
complete happiness of the human race . Surely those who are
alive and healthy, and who have the prospect of continued life ,
would earnestly want their friends and relatives to enjoy thes e
blessings with them !

One of God's original promises of blessings to be dispense d
during the age of Christ's kingdom was made to Abraham, whe n
God assured this patriarch that through his "seed" all the fami-
lies of the earth would be blessed . (Gen. 22:18) The principal
"seed" referred to in this promise is Jesus . (Gal . 3 :16) Associated
with Jesus as the spiritual seed of Abraham will be his footstep
followers . (Gal . 3:27-29) But there will be an earthly seed also ,
who will be able to participate in the kingdom because they will
be raised from the dead . Isaiah wrote : "Therefore thus saith
the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house o f
Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his fac e
now wax pale. But when he seeth his children, the work of min e
hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, an d
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God o f
Israel . They also that erred in spirit shall come to understand-
ing, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine."—Isa. 29:22-
24

Another of the President's proposals for his "Great Society "
is expanded opportunities for education . This is good, but the
Lord has promised a better educational program, one which
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will acquaint the people with him and his laws . Because Satan
has been "the god of this world" the people have been deceive d
concerning God, many of them having been led to believe tha t
he intended to eternally torture all who die outside of Christ .
(II Cor. 4:4) In this and in many other ways the people hav e
"erred in spirit," but then they "shall cone to understanding . "
Many, because of their lack of understanding concerning God ,
have "murmured" against him, but then they "shall learn doc-
trine . "

The Lord's educational program will make another tremen-
dous change in human society . While President Johnson wil l
be making war on poverty, mounting his massive assault o n
sickness, and expanding the nation's educational facilities, this
and other governments of the world will continue to spen d
billions to keep up their armaments, with the false notion tha t
in this way they will be able to avoid global war . But, as we
know, the theory that to have peace a nation must be prepared
for war has never proved to be true, and never will .

God has a better way to safeguard the peace of the world .
It will be one of the results of his educational program . There
is a prophecy concerning this in which the kingdom of the Lor d
is spoken of symbolically as a great mountain of which Moun t
Zion in Jerusalem was a type . We quote : "It shall come to
pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall b e
exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall flow unto it . And
many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob ; and
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths :
for out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lor d
from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations, and
rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords int o
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more."—Isa . 2 :2-4

8

	

THE DAWN



Yes, when the nations are taught the Lord's ways they wil l
not be learning war, but the opposite . And so thoroughly wil l
they be taught—the lessons reaching down into the hearts o f
the people—that they will abandon the ways of war, and trans -
form their instruments of war into the potentials of a peacefu l
and happy society. What more could we ask? And the best thing
about the Lord's wonderful program for a new world is that
it will be performed, not in part, but in whole . The Lord Go d
of the universe has promised it, and he is abundantly able to
carry out all his good promises .

Paul's Humility

In Ephesians 3 :8 we read: "Unt o
me, who am less than the least o f
all saints, is this grace given, tha t
I should preach among the Gentile s
the unsearchable riches of Christ."
If the apostle, by his own confes-
sion, is "less than the least of al l
saints," are we not to conclude tha t
he is not of the spiritual class ?

THESE are the apostle 's own
words, but in another place (I Tim .
1 :15) he said : "This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all accepta-
tion, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners ; of who m
I am chief." In I Corinthians 15 : 9
the key to an understanding of our
text is found, when the apostle
said: "For I am the least of the
apostles, that am not meet to b e
called an apostle, because I perse-
cuted the church of God."

A realization of the wrong he ha d
done in consenting to the stoning
of Stephen, the first Christian mar-
tyr, and in committing many of the
early Christians to prison, both me n
and women, remained with the
Apostle Paul throughout the year s
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of his ministry, and kept him
humble . (Acts 8 :1-3) But to conclud e
that he did not have a spiritual
hope would be wrong, and out of
harmony with the apostle's own tes-
timony upon this point when h e
said: "Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those thing s
which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark fo r
the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus ."—Phil . 3 :13, 1 4

The Authorized Version of the
Bible presents a poor translation
of what the apostle really said in
Ephesians 3 :8 . Ferrar Fenton trans-
lates the phrase in question thus :
"To me, the very least of all the
holy" ; and the Emphatic Diaglott is
in agreement, rendering it, "To me ,
the very lowest of all saints." Thus
we learn that the apostle recog-
nized his calling, but also felt ho w
great was the grace of God in call-
ing one out of darkness into light
who had persecuted his children .
May we also be stedfast in keepin g
the faith, that we may receive "a
crown of righteousness" like his .—
II Tim. 4:7, 8
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1BIBLE STUDY`

LESSON FOR MARCH 7

laborers in the 1.ingdom

MEMORY VERSE : "Even as the Son of man came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many."
—Matthew 20 :28

MATTHEW 20 :1-1 6

OUR Memory Text highlights th e
important point of this lesson ,
which is service in the Lord' s
cause-the service of the Lor d
the brethren, and all, as we have
opportunity . (Gal. 6:10) Those
who are invited to joint-heirship
with Christ, and who are inspire d
with the hope of living and reign-
ing with him, must prove their
worthiness of this high honor and
great responsibility by laying
down their earthly life in serv-
ice, even as Jesus laid down hi s
life. This work of sacrifice i s
properly called kingdom work be-
cause it is in preparation for th e
glorious future work of the king-
dom of Christ, the kingdo m
which is to rule and bless al l
mankind.

At times the chapter divisions
in the Bible tend to obscure th e
meaning of the thoughts pre-
sented. These divisions are no t
inspired but, generally speaking ,
serve a very useful purpose . In
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the case of this lesson, however,
it would seem that the full
thought presented begins with
verse 27 of the preceding chap -
ter. The Parable of the Vineyard ,
which is the assignment for this
lesson, seems to be a further
answer to Peter's question re-
corded in verse 27, chapter 19 —
"Behold, we have forsaken all ,
and followed thee ; what shall we
have therefore? "

Jesus' reply to this inquiry
was : "Verily I say unto you, That
ye which have followed me, in
the regeneration when the Son
of man shall sit in the throne o f
his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. And every
one that hath forsaken houses,
or brethren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for my name's sake,
shall receive an hundredfold, and
shall inherit everlasting life ."—
vss . 28, 2 9

To this Jesus added, "But
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many that are first shall be last ;
and the last first ." (vs . 30) The n
follows The Parable of the Vine -
yard, introduced by the connect-
ing word "for," and the last
verse of the parable reads, "So
the last shall be first, and the
first last ." (vs . 16) It is evident,
we think, that here Jesus is say-
ing that his parable explains how
the first will be last and the las t
first as related to the giving ou t
of wages to the workers in the
vineyard, or as Peter stated it ,
to those who have left all to fol-
low the Master. The parable re-
veals that the first ones to be
hired are the last to be paid . —
vs . 8

The future reward of Chris -
tians is twofold . They will, in the
resurrection, receive "glory an d
honor and immortality, eterna l
life ." (Rom. 2 :7) In his reply to
Peter as to what the reward fo r
discipleship would be, Jesus, in
addition to the promise of judge -
ship, simply used the expression ,
"everlasting life." In addition to
receiving immortality, the true
followers of the Master will re-
ceive the honor of being associ-
ate rulers with Jesus in the mes-
sianic kingdom. They will be co -
judges with him, and will sit wit h
him in "the throne of his glory . "
—Matt . 20:28, 29; 25 :3 1

These are the rewards which
were promised to the followers
of Jesus at the beginning of the
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age. And all those who are faith-
ful will receive these rewards, re-
gardless of how much time they
may have had in which to serv e
the Lord. This seems to be one of
the main points of the parable .
There are details of the parabl e
which it would be difficult to fit
in with the actual experience s
of Jesus' followers . But there are
details in every parable which
are merely incidental to the main
lesson .

It is a great privilege to work
in the Lord's vineyard under any
circumstances, and every disciple
of Christ should endeavor to
show appreciation for this privi-
lege by daily faithfulness in
doing with his might what his
hands find to do. While we
should appreciate the reward
which the Lord offers, this in
itself should not constitute the
principal motive for our activity .
We know that the Lord is just ,
and an abundant rewarder of
those who serve him .
QUESTION S

Why is work in the Lord's vine -
yard properly called kingdom
work?

What question was Jesus continu -
ing to answer in his Parable of the
Vineyard ?

Explain the meaning of the ex-
pression, "The last shall be first ,
and the first last."

Do all faithful disciples receive
the same general reward, and what
is that reward?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 1 4

,3nheritoro of the 1. ngtiom

MEMORY VERSE : "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the wil l
of my Father which is in heaven."-Matthew 7 :2 1

MATTHEW 21 :28 .31; 22 :1-1 4

IF WE are to understand th e
scriptural testimony concernin g
the kingdom of God it is essential
to keep in mind that in this king-
dom there are both rulers and
subjects . The work of God in th e
earth up until the present tim e
has been the selection and prepa-
ration of those who are to share
in the rulership of that kingdom.
Jesus is the King, or ruler su-
preme, the One who came in ful-
filment of the Old Testament
prophecies concerning a Messiah
who was to establish a world -
wide government, through the
agencies of which all the fami-
lies of the earth are yet to b e
blessed as the subjects of the
kingdom .

Many erroneously suppose tha t
Christ's kingdom began its ruler -
ship at his first advent . These
fail to note the many texts of
Scripture which reveal that be -
fore the kingdom begins its rul e
to bless mankind with peace, an d
health, and everlasting life a
"little flock" was to be chose n
from among mankind to be in-
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heritors with Christ of the ruler-
ship aspect of the kingdom . (Luke
12:32) This work has been in
progress since the beginning of
the age, having been initiated b y
Jesus .

Prior to the coming of Jesus,
the people of Israel were th e
ones with whom the Lord was
specially dealing. His promise s
had been made to them, and they
were the first to whom the op-
portunity of joint-heirship in th e
kingdom was offered . The min-
istry of both Jesus and th e
apostles was limited at first t o
the people of this one nation .—
Matthew 10 :5, 6

The two parables which con-
stitute this lesson are related t o
this situation. The application o f
The Parable of the Two Sons i s
made by Jesus . It calls attentio n
to the two general classes o f
people in Israel to whom Jesu s
ministered . One was the ultr a
religious class led by the scribes,
elders, and Pharisees. The other
class comprised the publicans,
sinners, and harlots .

The religious class, accordin g

THE DAWN



to the parable, made great pro-
fessions of loyalty to God, and
willingness to work in his vine-
yard . However, their attitude be-
lied their professions. On the
other hand, the nonreligious clas s
made no pretentions of wantin g
to do God's will, yet, when the
call came, these were more read y
to respond than the others . The
parable, of course, is very gen-
eral. Actually not many of either
class accepted Jesus and became
his followers.

This point is emphasized by the
second parable concerning the
king who made a wedding feas t
for his son . The guests to this
feast had already been invited.
These were the people of Israel .
But when, through Jesus an d
those who labored with him, th e
call went out to the guests to
come in to the feast, "they made
light of it," and had various ex-
cuses as to why they could not
attend.

Then the servants were bidden
to go out into the highways and
invite any and all who showed
an interest to come in and par -
take of the wedding feast . Thi s
would compare with the time,
three and one-half years after
Pentecost, when the Gospel went
to the Gentiles . No longer wa s
it restricted to the "guests" who
previously "were bidden ." Now
the Gospel call, by Jesus' own
instructions, was to go out to the
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whole world .—Matt. 24 :14 ; 28 :19 ;
Acts 1 : 8

The general lesson of the par -
able is obvious, and some of it s
details also . The bidden guests t o
the feast not only for the most
part refused to attend, but
treated the king's servants spite -
fully, and slew some of them.
This reminds us of the attitud e
of many in Israel toward Jesu s
and his disciples. They caused th e
death of Jesus and, later, of a
number of his faithful followers .

When the king inspected hi s
guests, he found one without a
wedding garment . It was the cus-
tom then for the host to furnish
such a garment to all guests. Thi s
reminds us of the fact that all
who accept the Gospel call to
follow in the footsteps of Jesu s
are furnished with the robe o f
his righteousness . (Isa. 61:10 )
None is worthy to attend the
feast in his own righteousness.
The feast itself might well b e
the rich spiritual truths of God' s
Word of which all true disciple s
are privileged to partake .

QUESTION S
Up until the present time what

has been the work of God in the
earth?

To whom did Jesus and the apos-
tles at first confine their ministry?

Why and when did the Gospel go
to the Gentiles?

What is represented by the wed-
ding garment?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 2 1

Bangers of Elf-Righttouontas
MEMORY VERSE : "And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
abased ; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted ."—Matthew
23:1 2
MATTHEW 23 :13-24, 37-3 9
THE scribes and Pharisees of
Jesus' day sat "in Moses' seat, "
and Jesus instructed the multi-
tude to obey them . (Matt . 23 :1-3 )
However, by rejecting Jesus a s
their Messiah they proved un-
worthy to be continued in this
position of trust, and Jesus wa s
even then preparing his disciples
to be, as his representatives, the
light of the world .

Eight times in our lesson Jesu s
refers to the scribes and Phari-
sees as "hypocrites" and "full of
hypocrisy ." Verses 4 to 7 of the
chapter mention characteristic s
of the scribes and Pharisee s
which made them unworthy of
God's continued confidence and
favor . They bound heavy burdens
upon the people, and did nothing
to help them bear those burdens .
They rendered service, not to
please God, but to be seen of
men. They "made broad their
phylacteries," and enlarged "the
borders of their garments ." They
loved "the uppermost rooms a t
feasts, and the chief seats in the
synagogues." They loved to be
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greeted in the market place, an d
be called, "Rabbi, Rabbi . "

Jesus then outlined the true
standard of conduct in matters
of this kind. His followers were
not to use titles. They were not
to be called "father," "for one
is your Father, which is in heav-
en." No one was to be called
"master" among them, for the y
were all to be brethren, servin g
the one "Master, even Christ . "
"He that is greatest among you
shall be your servant," Jesus said.
And then our memory verse,
"And whosoever shall exalt him-
self shall be abased ; and he that
shall humble himself shall be
exalted ."—vss. 8-12

Jesus pronounced woe upon the
scribes and Pharisees eight times ,
and in each instance gave a rea-
son for his action . In a genera l
way these "woes" contrast wit h
the "blessings," often referred t o
as the Beatitudes, as set forth
in Matthew 5 :3-12. These reveal
the qualifications needed by
those whom the Lord can use
and bless in his service. They
must be poor in spirit, sympa-
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thetic, meek, have a genuine de -
sire for righteousness, be merci-
ful, pure in heart, and peace -
makers . Besides they must b e
able to endure persecution for
righteousness' sake and maintain
a proper spirit toward their per-
secutors .

The scribes and Pharisees did
not possess these qualities, but
were governed by opposite an d
selfish principles. They lusted for
power, and made a pretense of
righteousness which they cere-
moniously demonstrated . Instead
of being willing to endure per-
secution for righteousness' sake ,
they were the persecutors . Not
being usable in God's service, th e
time had come when they wer e
to be cast off . Since the people
of Israel as a whole allowed them-
selves to be influenced by these
unholy leaders, the nation itself
was cast off with them.

This is brought to our attention
in verses 38, 39, which read : "Be-
hold, your house is left unto yo u
desolate . For I say unto you, Ye
shall not see me henceforth, till
ye shall say, Blessed is he tha t
cometh in the name of the Lord . "

Israel as a nation had been rec-
ognized by God as exclusively hi s
people, and in line for joint-heir-
ship with the Messiah. (Amos 3 :2)
It was this unique position which
the people lost through failure to
accept Jesus as their promised
Messiah . This was their "desola-
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tion." Since that time, as individ-
uals, they have had the same op-
portunity to enjoy God's bless-
ings as the remainder of the
world of mankind. Peter ex-
pressed the thought in his sermon
to Cornelius and his household ,
saying, "Of a truth I perceive
that God is no respecter of per -
sons : but in every nation he tha t
feareth him, and worketh right-
eousness, is accepted with him . "
—Acts 10 :34, 35

Nor did the Israelites of Jesus'
day lose their opportunity fo r
salvation because they rejecte d
the Messiah. Even in pronouncing
woe upon them as a nation, Jesu s
explained that the time would
come when they would say ,
"Blessed is he that cometh i n
the name of the Lord ." This im-
plies that the Israelites of Jesus '
day will be raised from the dead
at the time of Christ's second
presence, and that they will have
an opportunity to turn to Go d
through him and be blessed . Pau l
confirms this in Romans 11 :15 ,
25-32, where we are assured that
"all Israel shall he saved . "

QUESTION S
In what sense did the scribes

and Pharisees sit in "Moses' seat" ?
What did Jesus mean by the

statement, "Your house is left unto
you desolate" ?

Will those who rejected Chris t
ever have an opportunity to b e
saved?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 28

Parables of 3udjment
MEMORY VERSE : "Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hou r
as ye think not the Son of man cometh."—Matthew 24 :44

MATTHEW 25 :1-1 3

THE title assigned to this lesso n
by the International Sunday
School Committee is not too ap-
propriate to the scripture cited ,
which is The Parable of the Wise
and Foolish Virgins. This parable
is associated with the second
coming of Christ, and apparently
the Sunday School Committee
held the false view that all who
are not properly prepared to wel-
come the Lord are foreve r
doomed, hence, the title, "Par-
ables of Judgment. "

But the parable is not designe d
to portray those in the worl d
who do not accept Christ prior
to his return. The ten virgins of
the parable all represent the pro-
fessed people of God. They are
all virgins—pure ones. It is sim-
ply that the foolish virgins were
not properly prepared for the
period of tarrying which was to
be experienced . While these fool-
ish virgins are barred from going
into the wedding, this does not
imply their being deprived of sal-
vation and sentenced to eterna l
torture.

As noted, the parable is re-
lated to the return of Christ . It

20

was given by Jesus as part o f
his response to the disciples'
questions, "What shall be the
sign of thy coming [Greek, pres-
ence], and of the end of the
world [Greek, age]?" (Matt .
24 :3) The parable indicates tha t
a seeming tarrying would be as-
sociated with Christ's return. In
Habakkuk 2 :3 4 there is a proph-
ecy which the Apostle Paul ap-
plies to the coming of the Lord ,
in which the prophet was told
of a vision that would tarry, o r
seem long in reaching a fulfil-
ment, and he was admonished to
wait for it, for it would surely
come to pass.—Heb. 10:37-39.

The disciples had asked Jesus
not only concerning the sign of
his second presence, but also
about the time. In our memory
text Jesus indicates that the tim e
would not be known in advance .
Indeed, he explains that no man
knoweth the day nor the hour ,
that not even the angels knew
this, and that he did not the n
know the time himself, that only
his Heavenly Father knew this . —
Matt . 24 :36-39, 42-44 ; Acts 1 :7, 8

Jesus' admonition to "watch"
because of not knowing the time
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implies that the watching ones
would discern the fact that the
Master had returned, while those
who did not watch would be un-
aware of what had taken place .
This suggests that for a time
Jesus' faithful followers woul d
know of his second presence ,
while the unbelieving world
would not know about it, henc e
the many admonitions to th e
Lord's people to "watch. "

Just what are we to watch? Cer-
tainly not the sky. Peter an-
swered this question . He wrote ,
"We have also a more sure word
of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unt o
a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and
the day star arise in your hearts . "
(II Pet . 1:19) It is through the
prophecies of the Bible concern-
ing the return of Christ, includ-
ing the one given by Jesus i n
response to the question concern-
ing the sign of his second pres-
ence, that we learn of the con-
ditions in the world which would
betoken the fact that our Lord
has returned . The prophecies out-
line many of the major worl d
developments which we see tak-
ing place today, so we can say
with assurance, "Behold the
bridegroom." The word "cometh "
is not in the Greek text .

Jesus explained that one of th e
signs of his second presenc e
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would be a time of great tribula-
tion which would threaten the
existence of the entire human
race . (Matt. 24:21, 22) The worl d
today is facing this threat, whic h
we believe is indisputable evi-
dence of Christ's second pres-
ence .

This false conception has led
to the error that there would b e
no opportunity to repent and to
be saved after our Lord's return .
According to the Bible, Jesu s
does not return to destroy th e
people, but to restore them to
health and life during a perio d
described by Peter as "times o f
restitution of all things." Peter
explains further that this tim e
of restoration had been "spoken
by the mouth of all his [God's]
holy prophets since the world be-
gan." (Acts 3 :19-23) When Christ
first returns he deals with, an d
rewards, his own followers . On e
aspect of this is represented i n
The Parable of the Wise and
Foolish Virgins .

QUESTIONS :
Why is the title of this lesso n

inappropriate ?
To what period in the plan of

God is The Parable of the Wise
and Foolish Virgins related?

What is the main lesson of the
parable ?

What point of truth is empha-
sized in our memory text ?

What is the purpose of Christ's
return?
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1CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

Contending for the Fait h

IN JUDE'S epistle we are exhorted to "earnestly contend fo r
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints ." (vs. 3) In
verses 20 and 21 we read, "But ye, beloved, building up your-
selves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, kee p
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ unto eternal life." These texts suggest that it i s
by contending for the faith once delivered unto the saints, an d
building up ourselves in our "most holy faith," that we kee p
ourselves "in the love of God . "

This makes our understanding and defense of the "most hol y
faith" a very important consideration, and it naturally raise s
the question as to what constitutes this "faith" which was "onc e
delivered unto the saints." Another expression used in the Bibl e
to identify this faith is found in Romans 1 :16, where the Apostl e
Paul wrote, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ : for it is
the power of God unto salvation ." It is also the Gospel of th e
kingdom. To thousands at this end of the age it has come to
be known as the divine plan of the ages .

The word "Gospel" means good news, or glad tidings . In ex-
amining the Scriptures to learn more of the details of this mos t
holy faith, we should expect to find that it does contain th e
element of good news. Paul informs us that the Gospel was
preached before unto Abraham when God said to this ancient
friend that through his "seed" he would bless all the nation s
of the earth . (Gen. 12:3, 22:18) Paul informs us that Jesus was
that promised Seed, and when Jesus was born into the world to
carry out his mission the angel announced that his birth was
"good tidings of great joy" which was to be "to all people ."—
Luke 2 :1 0
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Doctrines

God's plan of salvation is set forth in the various doctrines o f
the Scriptures . The word "doctrine" simply means teaching.
Sometimes reference is made to the fundamental and the non -
fundamental doctrines of the Bible . Actually, however, all the
doctrines, or teachings, of the Bible are fundamental, because
they are all necessary parts of the divine plan of salvation .
There are, nevertheless, certain viewpoints which most of us
hold that are in harmony with the Gospel of Christ which ar e
not clearly set forth in the Bible . These viewpoints may vary
in the minds of the Lord's people, but they should not be con-
sidered of sufficient importance to form the basis of controversy ,
nor should they be permitted to disrupt the fellowship of the
brethren .

We suggest that the doctrines of the Bible which are of funda-
mental importance are those which can be definitely established
by a "thus saith the Lord." At the center or hub of these basi c
doctrines of the divine plan truths is the ransom sacrifice of ou r
Lord Jesus Christ . Paul wrote, "There is one God, and one
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time ." (I Tim . 2 :5 ,
6) The word "ransom" means a corresponding price, and th e
reference here is to the fact that Jesus gave his perfect huma n
life as a substitute for the life which father Adam forfeite d
through disobedience to divine law .
Creation and Fal l

To gain a proper understanding and appreciation of the doc-
trine of the ransom one must know something of the nature o f
man, and the penalty which came upon him because of hi s
disobedience. The Bible informs us that man was created in th e
image of God, and of the earth, earthy ; that is, an earthly
creature, not a spirit being. (Gen. 1 :26, 27; I Cor . 15 :47; Ps . 8 :4-9)
Associated with this basic truth is the further scriptural fact
that the earth was designed and created to be man's eterna l
home. (Isa. 45 :18) It was not the Creator 's design that man
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should experience a short span of imperfect human life here o n
earth and then, through a "gateway of death" be transferre d
to another place and condition of abode .

The penalty for sin is death, not torture . This is another
basic teaching of the Word of God . God said to Adam that if he
partook of the forbidden fruit he would die . (Gen. 2:17) Thou -
sands of years later the Apostle Paul wrote, "The wages of si n
is death ." (Rom. 6 :23) The only way these plain truths can b e
set aside is by changing the meaning of words, and this, indeed ,
has been done by many . Those who do not believe in the reality
of death claim that death means separation from God in a place
of torment . However, the Bible contradicts this false reasoning
and informs us that "the dead know not anything."—Eccles . 9 :5

Jesus took the sinner's place in death . Isaiah wrote that h e
poured out his soul unto death. (Isa . 53 :12) It was this that pro-
vided a way of escape from death, making possible the resurrec-
tion of the dead. Paul wrote, "As in Adam all die, even so i n
Christ shall all be made alive ." (I Cor . 15:22) How clearly thu s
does a proper understanding of man's creation and fall show
the need of the ransom, if the human race is to enjoy life beyon d
the grave! Truly these are among the great basic truths of the
divine plan, and how we should cherish them and contend ear-
nestly for them !

The Abrahamic Covenan t

Another of the important doctrines of the divine plan of sal-
vation is, as we have noted, set forth in the promise God mad e
to Abraham. God promised that Abraham's seed would bless all
the families of the earth. When Abraham demonstrated his
faith by his willingness to offer his son in sacrifice, God con -
firmed his promise with his oath . (Gen. 12:3; 22:15-18) The Seed
referred to in this covenant is, primarily, the Messiah, th e
Christ of the New Testament, Jesus being the Head, and th e
church his body. Paul wrote, "We, brethren, as Isaac was, ar e
the children of promise ."—Gal. 4 :28
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The natural descendants of Abraham looked forward to the
coming of their Messiah, being assured over and over agai n
that he would come and that God's promised blessings would b e
vouchsafed to them and to the people of all nations throug h
him. Many of these prophecies spoke of the glory which woul d
be attached to his rulership, while others revealed that he mus t
first suffer and die for the sins of the people . The Jewish peopl e
overlooked these latter prophecies . Jesus came in his humility,
and it not being the due time for him to establish his worl d
government, they rejected him.

The prophecies foretold that at his first advent the Messia h
would be born into the world as a babe, and of a virgin mother.
(Isa. 7:14) The New Testament confirms the fulfilment of this
prophecy (Luke 1 :30-35 ; John 1:14) It was necessary that th e
"Word," or Logos, of God be made flesh in order that he might
give his flesh for the life of the world. (John 6 :51) This basic
fact of Jesus' first advent is thus seen to be clearly establishe d
by the Scriptures, and therefore is certainly one of the funda-
mental doctrines of the divine plan .

Christ's Second Presence

The doctrine of Christ's second presence is also fundamental .
This teaching embraces the manner of his coming. As we hav e
seen, Jesus gave his flesh, his humanity, for the life of th e
world, and in his resurrection was highly exalted to the divin e
nature . (Col . 1 :15; Eph. 1 :20, 21 ; Phil . 2 :8-11 ; II Cor. 5 :16; I Pet.
3:18) By nature, therefore, Jesus is now invisible to the hu-
man eye, even as God is invisible . (I Tim. 1:17) It is this divine
Christ who returns to earth at the second advent . This means
that his return and second presence needs to be recognize d
otherwise than by seeing him with the naked eye . While in the
flesh Jesus said that it would be only a little while until th e
world would see him no more .—John 14 :19

The Scriptures teach that Jesus' faithful followers would rec-
ognize the fact of his second presence by means of signs whic h
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would then become apparent . His disciples asked him, "What
will be the sign of thy presence, and of the consummation of
the age?" (Matt. 24 :3, Diaglott) Our Common Version translation
of this text erroneously uses the word "coming" instead o f
"presence," as correctly used by the Diaglott translation . The
signs, therefore, which Jesus indicated in response to this ques-
tion are not signs that his coming would be near at hand, but
rather, they are signs that would indicate his return had taken
place and that he was already invisibly present, as the Scripture s
teach he would be.—Matt . 24:37-39 ; Luke 17:25-30

In response to the disciples' question, Jesus enumerated man y
signs. We wish to call attention to two of them which today ar e
so clearly discernible that there is no escaping their meaning .
One of these signs of Jesus' second presence is recorded i n
Matthew 24:21, 22 . In this statement Jesus refers to the prophecy
of Daniel 12 :1 concerning a "time of trouble such as never wa s
since there was a nation ." Jesus uses the word "tribulation" t o
describe this foretold trouble, and explains that it would be s o
severe that unless it was shortened no flesh would survive .

Probably the greatest destruction of human life ever ex-
perienced by man occurred during the first and second World
Wars, yet during all the weary years of those two wars th e
human race continued to increase . But now it is different. Sci-
entists, militarists, government officials, and writers all agre e
that with the use of hydrogen bombs another full-scale war
would result in the destruction of the entire human race . It
was exactly this that Jesus foretold more than nineteen centurie s
ago as one of the signs of his second presence .

Another sign of his second presence given by Jesus pertains
to the experiences of the Jewish people . He said, "Jerusale m
[that is, the Jewish polity and nation] shall be trodden dow n
of the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled."
(Luke 21:24) This trodden-down condition of the Jewish peopl e
began in 606 B. C. when they were taken captive to Babylon .
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It was there that they lost their national independence, and
they were still a subject people in Jesus' day . Jesus said that
this situation would continue until "the times of the Gentiles "
were fulfilled .

Now, in this end of the age, we have seen this situation
changed . Not long after Jesus uttered this prophecy, the fulfil-
ment of which was to be one of the signs of his second presence ,
the Jewish nation was destroyed altogether, and the peopl e
scattered among all nations, where the treading down was even
more acute. But beginning in the closing years of the nineteenth
century many changes have taken place . Finally, in 1948, these
changes led to the formation of the new State of Israel . Not
only has the nation of Israel come into being again as a nation ,
but it is a free nation, not subject to any of the Gentile nations .
Indeed, this new nation is a member of the United Nations .

True, Israel is perplexed by the chaotic conditions which exis t
throughout the world, even as all the nations are distressed .
She needs constantly to be on the alert against attacks by he r
Arab neighbors . Except for a small minority, the people of Israel
do not yet recognize the prophetic meaning of their presen t
experiences . This will come later . All that Jesus mentioned as
one of the signs of his presence was that this people would no
longer be "trodden down" by the Gentiles; that they would
regain their national independence . This we have seen fulfille d
to a remarkable degree .

Since the Scriptures clearly show that on our Lord's retur n
he would be invisible except as revealed by signs, and sinc e
these two signs alone are so definite and understandable, w e
do not hesitate to say that the fact of the Master's presence i s
established by a "thus saith the Lord," and is therefore to b e
considered one of the basic doctrines of the divine plan . Besides ,
to recognize the Lord's presence is essential in order to see th e
real meaning of what is taking place throughout the earth today ,
and is a great cause for rejoicing on the part of all who long t o
see the full establishment of the messianic kingdom .
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The High Callin g

God's plan of salvation for mankind in general is restoratio n
to life on the earth as humans . Peter speaks of the period in
which this will be accomplished as "times of restitution of all
things," and informs us that this feature of the divine plan ha d
been spoken by the mouth of all God's holy prophets since the
world began. (Acts 3 :19-21) However, Jesus introduced a highe r
hope than this for his footstep followers . On the night before
he was crucified he said to his disciples, "In my Father's hous e
are many mansions : if it were not so, I would have told you .
I go to prepare a place for you . And if I go and prepare a plac e
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself ; that
where I am, there ye may be also."—John 14 :2, 3

In his epistle the Apostle John wrote, "Beloved, now are w e
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be :
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him ;
for we shall see him as he is." (I John 3 :2) This means that in the
"first resurrection" the true followers of the Master are exalte d
to the divine nature, even as he was exalted to the divine natur e
when he was raised from the dead. Thus they will be with him ,
and will be able to see him as he is .—II Pet . 1 : 4

Paul spoke of the Lord's invitation to this high position in the
divine plan as a "heavenly calling ." (Heb. 3:1) He also referre d
to it as a "high calling." (Phil . 3:14) Peter wrote concerning the
hope of the footstep followers of the Master, saying, "Blessed b e
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which accordin g
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a livel y
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth no t
away, reserved in heaven for you ." (I Pet. 1 :3, 4) Certainly this
precious doctrine of the divine plan is well established by the
Scriptures .

A Sacrificial Wor k

Associated with this hope of exaltation in the resurrection t o
be with Jesus, and to live and reign with him, is the privilege w e
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now have of following in his footsteps of sacrifice, suffering an d
dying with him. Paul speaks of this as being "planted together "
in the likeness of Jesus' death. (Rom. 6:5) And this introduces
another basic teaching of the Word of God ; namely, that the
followers of Jesus share in the sin-offering sacrifices of th e
Gospel Age. Jesus alone provided the ransom price; but his
followers, covered by the merit of his blood, are invited to pre -
sent their bodies "a living sacrifice," and are assured that in s o
doing their offering will be holy and acceptable to God .—Rom.
12 : 1

Paul writes further concerning this, saying, "In that h e
[Jesus] died, he died unto sin once : but in that he liveth, he
liveth unto God . Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dea d
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ ou r
Lord." (Rom. 6:10, 11) Here is a great truth of the divine plan
clearly stated . Jesus did not die unto sin in the sense that sin
died out in his body. His death unto sin—the Diaglott says "by
sin"—was as a sin-offering. And Paul uses the word "likewise "
in connection with our offering. In other words, Paul is sayin g
that we die as a sacrifice for sin just as Jesus did—not to ranso m
Adam and his children from the death penalty, but as partici-
pators in the great project of the divine plan to destroy si n
throughout the earth, and thus to remove its blight fro m
humanity .

Paul uses another interesting word in this explanation, whic h
is "reckon." "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin," he wrote. As members of the sin-cursed an d
dying race, we could not actually present an acceptable sacri-
fice to the Lord, but Paul authorizes us to "reckon" the matter
as though we could; and this, of course, is with the assurance
that our offering will be acceptable through the merit of Christ's
shed blood on our behalf, the blood which he also shed o n
behalf of the whole world . Thus we see that the doctrine of
the church's share in the sin-offering is well established in the
Word of God, and therefore should be considered as one o f
the fundamental doctrines of the divine plan of salvation .
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God's Covenants

In the outworking of his plan of salvation the Lord deals wit h
his people under the terms of what the Bible refers to as cove-
nants . We have already referred to one of these ; namely, God' s
oath-bound covenant with Abraham. Then there was the Law
Covenant with the children of Israel, which was made at Mt.
Sinai . In Jeremiah 31 :31-34 we find a promise by God that the
time would come when he would make a "new Covenant wit h
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah," a covenan t
in which his law would be written in the inward parts of th e
people .

It is important to understand to whom these various covenant s
apply, and what is accomplished by them. The Abrahamic Cove-
nant is an all-embracing one in that it promises a seed, and th e
blessing of all the families of the earth through that seed . The
Law Covenant, which was added hundreds of years later, did
not change or disannul the original covenant with Abraham .
Paul assures us of this, and explains that "it was added becaus e
of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promis e
was made ."—Gal . 3 :17-1 9

Paul explains that Jesus is the Seed of promise, and add s
that those who are baptized into him and who have "put on
Christ," are also a part of that seed, "and heirs according to the
promise ." (Gal . 3 :16, 27-29) Paul explains further : "Abraham
had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman .
But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh ;
but he of the freewoman was by promise . Which things are an
allegory : for these are two covenants ; the one from . . . Mount
Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, an d
is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above
is free, which is the mother of us all . . . . Now we, brethren ,
as Isaac was, are the children of promise ."—Gal . 4 :22-28

It is clear enough from Paul's explanation that the followers
of Christ, who, together with him, constitute the seed of
Abraham which is to bless all the families of the earth, are
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developed under the terms of the original Abrahamic Covenant ;
or, as Paul indicates, the Sarah feature of that covenant whic h
produces the blesser seed as typified by Isaac . The nation of
Israel was primarily concerned with the Law Covenant, and i t
has no special relationship to us as Christians today .

There is a view, which we consider unscriptural, that th e
promised New Covenant of Jeremiah 31 :31-34 took the place of
the Law Covenant at the beginning of the Gospel Age, and that
the church is developed under this covenant . The lesson set
forth by the Apostle Paul in II Corinthians 3 :4-12 refutes this
view. In this lesson Paul explains that we have been made "able
ministers [or servants] of the New Testament," or covenant .
He contrasts the glory in connection with the ministration of the
Law Covenant, as reflected on Moses' brightshining face, wit h
the glory to be associated with the ministration of the New
Covenant . Then he refers to this glory as a "hope," not as some -
thing which is now a reality.

In Romans 8:24 we read, "Hope that is seen is not hope: for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for
that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it ." Thus ,
since our participation in the glorious ministry of the Ne w
Covenant is but a hope, it means that the operation of the Ne w
Covenant is future, which means that the church is not the off -
spring of the New Covenant. Thus we conclude that this proper
understanding of God's covenants is of fundamental importance .
Covenant by Sacrifice

God's promise of the New Covenant is that his law will b e
written in the inward parts of the people . This implies a restora-
tion to the perfection of the divine image which Adam enjoyed
before he fell into sin and death . It is one of the Old Testament
promises pertaining to "the times of restitution of all things "
which Peter declared was spoken by the mouth of all God' s
holy prophets . (Acts 3:19-21) On the other hand, the call o f
God's people during the present age is to sacrifice, to give up

(Continued on page 34 )
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TEN CENT BOOKLETS—12 for $1 .00
Israel in History and Prophecy—6 4
pages—Reveals the prophetic significance
of the present rebuilding of Palestine .

Christ's Thousand-Year Kingdom—6 4
pages—Shows that the reign of Chris t
is for the blessing of "all the families
of the earth . "

Our Lord's Return—48 pages—Reveals
manner and purpose of Christ's return .

A Royal Nation—Refutes the theory that
the "ten lost tribes of Israel" are th e
kingdom people of the Bible .

God and Reason—96 pages—An outlin e
of God's plan of salvation together wit h
an examination of many prophecies .

The Truth About Hell—64 pages—Exam-
ines every text containing the word hell .
The Grace of Jehovah—64 pages—Show s
the love of God In his provision of sal-
vation for Adam and his race .
Creation—112 pages—Examines the Gen-
esis account of creation .
Hope Beyond the Grave—96 pages—
Presents the teachings of the Bible con-
cerning the soul, spirit, heaven, hell, an d
paradise .

God's Plan—48 pages—A brief outlin e
of the divine plan of salvation, Illus-
trated by charts.
When a Man Dies—48 pages—Answers
the question, Where are the dead ?

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS—25 for $1 .00
These publications 32 pages .

Armageddon, Then World Peace—Dis-
cusses prophecies relating to our day ,
showing the manner in which God's han d
is in the affairs of men .

Jesus, the World's Savior—A portrait of
the character and work of Jesus .

The Light of the World—Identifies th e
true witnesses of Jehovah, and of Jesus .

The Church—Identifies the true church ,
and explains how to become a member .

Born of the Spirit—Shows the difference
between Spirit begetting and Spirit birth .

What Can a Man Believe?—Calls atten-
tion to the testimony of all God's Hol y
prophets.

The Blnod of Atonem_nt—Shcws that
	 a is no salvation outside of = . . .

Th ' y of Judgment—Presents hope fo r
the unsaved dead .

Reincarnation Versus Resurrection—Show s
that the dead will return in the resur-
rection, not as other people, but a s
themselves, and will know one another .

Your Adversary the Devil—Answers th e
questions, Who is the Devil, and Wh o
created him ?

Divine Healing—Gives assurance tha t
eventually all the sick will be healed .

Spiritualism—Answers the question, Ca n
the living talk with the dead?
Peace Through Christ's Kingdom—Points
out from the Bible the world's only hop e
of lasting peace .

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An under-
standable presentation, and scriptural .

Does God Answer Prayc,'--A comf
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and reassuring presentation .

Hope for a Fear-filled World—Reveals th e
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Informative and Devotiona l

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book for children . It contains
forty-eight Bible stories, with illustrations.
Among the stories are, "The First Ship-
builder," "A King Who Ate Grass," an d
"The Most Important Baby ." Cloth
bound, $2 .00 .

DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA

A devotional book containing a Bible
text and comment for each day In the
year . It also has ruled pages for birth -
day records . Bound in durable water -
proof cloth, $1 .00 .

TABERNACLE SHADOW S

An unusual book which presents th e
typical significance of the various sacri-
ficial services of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses in the wilderness . It is clot h
bound and is priced at 50 cents .

"BEHOLD YOUR KING "

This book deals with prophecies pertain-
ing to the manner, time, and purpos e
of our Lord's return and second presence.
It identifies the fulfilment of prophecie s
in the major world events of our day.
One hundred and fifty-two pages, clot h
bound, 50 cents .

HYMNS OF DAW N

Here is a choice collection of three hun-
dred and sixty favorite hymns, with mu -
sic . It contains many of the best loved
hymns of all denominations . Bound i n
cloth, $1 .00 .

OUR MOST HOLY FAITH

This book contains a compilation of ar-
ticles and sermons by Pastor Charle s
Taze Russell—seventy-four articles and
eleven sermons. It contains more tha n
seven hundred pages, and is cloth bound .
Price, $2 .00.

"THE BOOK OF BOOKS"

A unique publication which explains the
format and general themes of the Bible,
tracing them from book to book, an d
from the Old Testament to the New Tes-
tament . It contains three hundred an d
twenty pages, and is bound in cloth .
Price, $1 .00 .

"HOPE"—This little booklet is prepare d
specially for mailing to relatives an d
friends of the deceased . They are price d
at twelve for twenty-five cents . This price
includes envelopes in which they can be
mailed .

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Various booklets and books are available In the following foreign languages : Ger-
man ; Italian ; French; Lithuanian ; Greek; Danish; Polish ; Roumanian; Hungarian ;
Hebrew; Slovak ; Finnish ; Spanish; Dutch; and Swedish . Details concerning litera-
ture available in any of these languages will be furnished upon request.
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(Continued from page 31 )

their earthly lives by being planted together with Jesus in th e
likeness of his death, a sacrificial death. In Psalm 50:5 this i s
referred to as a covenant by sacrifice .

Living a moral and upright life does not alone constitute one
a Christian . The true believers are those who deny themselves ,
and take up their cross to follow Jesus into death . (Matt . 16 :24
These are represented as being with the Lamb on Mount Sion,
and of them it is said, "These are they which follow the Lam b
withersoever he goeth." (Rev. 14:1, 4) In addition to being
exalted to the divine nature, they will live with Jesus, and reign
with him in his millennial kingdom. These precious truths are
clearly set forth in the Word of God, and are our inspiration t o
faithfulness in walking in the Master's footsteps .

Contending in Love

We have examined briefly some of the great truths of th e
divine plan which constitute "the faith which was once delivere d
unto the saints," our "most holy faith." It is by adhering to
these great truths, and contending for them, that we keep our -
selves in the love of God ; for it is through these doctrines
that God has revealed his love for us, and not only for us, bu t
also for the whole world of mankind, a love with which al l
will become acquainted when the knowledge of his glory fills
the earth as the waters cover the sea.—Hab. 2 :14

How do we contend for the faith once delivered unto th e
saints? First of all we should endeavor to become more an d
more acquainted with all the precious promises of God pertain-
ing to his plan . Also we should endeavor to be emptied of self ,
and filled more and more with the spirit of the Lord engendere d
by his promises . These promises all have conditions attached to
them, and we should strive earnestly to be conformed to th e
divine will by complying with these conditions . In other words ,
our first contending should be in our own hearts and live s
because the world, the flesh, and the Devil are constantly striv-
ing to draw us away from the Lord and away from the preciou s
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doctrines of his plan . Paul admonishes that we take unto us the
"whole armor of God," that we might be "able to withstand i n
the evil day," and the "armor" of God is his truth in all it s
glorious aspects . —Eph. 6:1 3

We are also to uphold the truth in our association with th e
brethren, and in both our general and personal witness work .
We should be ready at all times to give an answer from th e
Scriptures pertaining to the hope in which we rejoice . (I Pet.
3:15) But we are to present and uphold the truth in love, mani-
festing the spirit of the Lord, which is the spirit of patience ,
understanding, and kindness . We should never be contentious.
Being contentious does not help others to see the truth, and i s
no benefit to ourselves, but usually the reverse .

We know that few will accept the message today, but we ca n
afford patiently to wait because of the assurance that the knowl-
edge of the Lord will, in due time, fill the earth . In this hope we
rejoice, and we can contend for the faith with patience an d
love, leaving the results with the Lord . Let us rejoice in the
privilege we have of upholding and contending for our "mos t
holy faith"!

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

MARCH 4—"Whatsoever thing s
are pure, lovely, and of good re -
port, . think on these things . "
—Philippians 4 :8 (Z. '03-9 Hymn
198 )
MARCH 11—"Wherefore seeing w e
also are compassed about with s o
great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience th e
race that is set before us."—He-
brews 12 :1 (Z. '03-54 Hymn 20)
MARCH 18—"Gird up the loins of
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your mind, be sober, and hope t o
the end for the grace that is t o
be brought unto you at the rev-
elation of Jesus Christ."—I Peter
1 :13 (Z. '03-54 Hymn 26 6

MARCH 25—"Ye, therefore, be -
loved, seeing ye know these thing s
before, beware let ye also, bein g
led away with the error of the
wicked, fall from your own stead-
fastness . But grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord an d
Savior Jesus Christ ."—II Peter 3 :
17,18 (Z . '03-70 Hymn 183)
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Paul, the Faithfu l

JESUS is the outstanding example of devotion to the will an d
work of his Heavenly Father, and the Apostle Paul earnestl y
endeavored to be like him. From his prison home in Rome Paul
wrote, "Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark the m
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample ." (Phil . 3:17)
Again, "Those things, which ye have both learned, and received ,
and heard, and seen in me, do : and the God of peace shall b e
with you." (Phil . 4:9) Paul did not admonish that we follow him
instead of Christ ; he entreated the brethren to follow him i n
the same faithful manner and to the same sacrificing degre e
that he followed the Master.

Paul was a devoted servant of God even when he was stil l
Saul, and a persecutor of the church of Christ . He was sincere
in his devotion, but unaware of the fact that he was opposing
God in his efforts to stamp out the Christian church. When the
Lord appeared to him on the Damascus road, and revealed to
him that Jesus truly was the Messiah, he was ready at once to
embark upon the ministry of the Gospel .

Paul entered the ministry of Christ fully aware of the hard-
ships which would be involved, for the Lord revealed to Anania s
that he would show Paul (then known as Saul) "how great things
he must suffer" for his "name's sake." (Acts 9:1) But this di d
not deter Paul . We read that "straightway he preached Chris t
in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God . " (Acts 9 :20) That
Jesus claimed to be the Son of God was one of the "crimes" fo r
which he was crucified. This point was particularly distasteful
to the Jews, but this did not dissuade Paul from affirming in
the synagogues that the One whom they had crucified wa s
indeed the Son of God, and that now he had been raised fro m
the dead.—vs. 22
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Paul must have realized that this would lead to persecution .
We read, "And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews
took counsel to kill him." ((vs . 23) Through the aid of the breth-
ren at Damascus, Paul escaped from his persecutors by being
let down over the wall of the city in a basket. But this proved
to be only the beginning of a long ministry in which time
after time attempts were made on his life . Besides, sufferings
of other sorts resulted from Paul's faithfulness, but he never
wavered or hesitated in saying and doing what he believed t o
be the Lord's will for him to say and to do .

To Paul, the "great things" which he had the privilege o f
suffering in the name of his Master were evidences of divine
blessing . Indeed, he looked upon them as among the proof s
of his apostleship . Writing on this point, he said:

"In labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequent, in deaths oft . Of the Jews five times received
I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, onc e
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day hav e
I been in the deep: in journeyings often, in perils of waters, i n
perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in peril s
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness ,
in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren . In weariness
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, i n
fastings often, in cold and nakedness . Besides those things tha t
are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of al l
the churches ."—II Cor. 11 :23-28

None of these things moved Paul from his stedfast service o f
the Lord, the truth, and the brethren . Years after his conversion
in Damascus, and while held in protective custody by th e
Romans, he testified to King Agrippa that he had not been
disobedient to the heavenly vision which brought about his con -
version to the cause of Christ. (Acts 26:19) Even when he spoke
these words he knew that he would be taken to Rome as a
prisoner .
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Missionary Work Begu n

Paul's active service began at Antioch, in association wit h
Barnabas . There had been a scattering abroad of the believer s
as a result of the stoning of Stephen—to which, incidentally ,
Saul consented—and some of them had gone to Antioch an d
begun preaching the Gospel there . Many believed . The news of
the wonderful manner in which the Lord was blessing the work
in Antioch reached the brethren of the church at Jerusalem, an d
they sent Barnabas to assist . When Barnabas arrived in Antioch
"he exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would
cleave unto the Lord ."—Acts 11:19-24

After witnessing the manner in which the Lord was prosper-
ing the work in Antioch, Barnabas concluded that still mor e
help was needed, so he went to Tarsus, where he apparently
knew he would find Paul. Paul returned to Antioch with
Barnabas, and they labored together in this city for an entir e
year. Learning from Agabus "that there should ,be a grea t
dearth throughout the whole world," the brethren at Antioch
decided that they would send help to their brethren in Judea ,
"which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of
Barnabas and Paul ."—Acts 11 :27-30

Superficially, this does not appear to be an especially im-
portant incident, but actually it is very revealing so far as Pau l
is concerned . When he was converted the Lord told Ananias ,
whom he sent to visit Paul in the home of Judas, that he wa s
a chosen vessel unto him to bear his name before the Gentiles .
(Acts 9 :15) Doubtless this information was conveyed to Paul .
This would assure him that in addition to the fact that he woul d
be called upon to suffer, the Lord also had an important work
for him to do, and that he had been specially chosen for the
service. But now we see this noble man of God, in associatio n
with Barnabas, acting as a carrier of material relief to their
stricken brethren in Judea .

The point is that those whom the Lord can and does use in
important aspects of his work must be humble enough to d o
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the lesser things . And doubtless Paul rejoiced in the opportunity
of assisting Barnabas in the task assigned to them . He did not
take the position that the Lord had commissioned him for mor e
important service and that therefore someone else should go
with Barnabas .

As the church at Antioch grew in numbers and in spirituality ,
it was natural that they should begin to think about extendin g
the ministry beyond their own city. The Holy Spirit directe d
them to select Barnabas and Paul for this missionary work .
(Acts 13:1-3) One of the places visited on that journey was
Antioch in Pisidia. As was his custom, Paul first visited th e
synagogue . There he was given an opportunity to speak, and i n
a wonderful sermon presented the Gospel, pointing out th e
reasons why Jesus was the Christ of promise, emphasizing hi s
resurrection from the dead .—Acts 13 :1442

Many of the Jews who heard this message rejoiced in it ,
as did also a number of Gentiles who had been converted to th e
Jewish faith. Paul preached this sermon on the sabbath, and o n
the following sabbath "almost the whole city" came together
to hear the Word of God preached. Again Paul presented th e
Gospel eloquently and with power . But there were those wh o
"raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelle d
them out of their coasts ." These servants of the Lord did no t
resist. Instead they "shook off the dust of their feet against "
their persecutors and left the city . It was a trial, but neverthe-
less "they were filled with joy, and with the Holy Spirit ."—Acts
13 :44-52

Paul's experience at Antioch of Pisidia was not an isolate d
one. In essentially every place he visited he encountered bitter
persecution . It did not always take the same form . Sometimes
it originated with the Jews ; sometimes with the Gentiles . Some -
times it resulted in imprisonment, as in Philippi ; sometimes they
were merely forced to leave the city. Also, even in those early
days of the church, there were those referred to by Paul a s
"false brethren" who caused trouble for him .
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At Troa s

Paul's faithfulness to the vision which had been given to
him often led to weariness of the flesh, for he never hesitate d
to make use of any opportunity of service which presente d
itself to him. We recall his experience at Troas, which Paul
reached by ship. He remained with the brethren for seven days .
The next day was the first day of the week, and he knew that the
local brethren were gathering that evening for the breaking o f
bread, probably in remembrance of the resurrection of Jesus . —
Acts 20 :6-13

Paul decided to remain in Troas for another day in order to
be with the brethren there for this important assembly, althoug h
he knew his ship was leaving . The next port of call for the
ship was Assos, about twenty-five miles distant . He instructe d
the brethren who were traveling with him to leave Troas wit h
the ship, while he remained for the meeting, although he knew
this would require his walking those twenty-five miles to Assos .

Just why Paul considered it so important for him to be at
that particular meeting in Troas is not revealed. Since the
resurrection of Jesus was probably commemorated at the meet-
ing, Paul may have taken the occasion to confirm their faith
in this great fundamental doctrine of the divine plan. If so ,
we can imagine some of the telling points of his discourse b y
reading the 15th chapter of First Corinthians. This was the
time when Paul preached all night. And it was here that a
young man who was sitting in the window went to sleep, fel l
out of the window and was killed, and was restored to lif e
by Paul .

What a long period of continuous service that proved to be !
The beloved Paul must have been extremely weary by the tim e
morning came. And then he had that long walk to Assos . Twenty-
five miles of walking over the rough roads of that time wa s
in itself a difficult task, yet Paul knew this was before hi m
when he decided to remain in Troas and serve the brethre n
there. Yes, Paul was zealous . There is nothing in the record
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of his ministry to indicate that he ever endeavored to save
himself .

Ready to Di e
One of the very interesting highlights of his ministry occurre d

while he was on his way to Jerusalem on his final missionar y
journey . On that journey he met with the elders at Ephesus .
He made known to them that he was going "bound in th e
spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall
me there: save that the Holy Spirit witnesseth in every city ,
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me ." To this Paul added ,
"But none of these things move me, neither count I my lif e
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy ,
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, t o
testify the Gospel of the grace of God ."—Acts 20 :22-24

Later, certain brethren tried to dissuade Paul from going t o
Jerusalem, knowing that trouble awaited him there . But Paul
replied, "What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart ?
for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusale m
for the name of the Lord Jesus ." (Acts 21 :13) Paul was an
ardent follower of his Master, and it would seem likely that
under these circumstances he would recall the account of th e
time that Peter similarly tried to dissuade Jesus from going u p
to Jerusalem, to be arrested and to be put to death . What a
blessing it must have been to him to realize that now he wa s
going through an experience almost identical to the one i n
which Jesus proved so faithful. And Paul also met the challenge
faithfully, and with fortitude .

Paul did not die at Jerusalem, as Jesus did, but he was there
imprisoned by the Roman authorities to save him from death a t
the hands of an infuriated mob of his own countrymen . While
in prison in Jerusalem the Lord appeared to him and said, "B e
of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem ,
so must thou bear witness also at Rome ." (Acts 23:11) This mes-
sage of assurance from the Lord doubtless had a bearing on
Paul's decision to appeal his case to Rome .
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Being a lawyer, and a Roman citizen, Paul knew that if h e
appealed his case to Caesar the Roman authorities would b e
obliged to take him to Rome. He knew also that in this way
he could get to Rome under the protection of Roman guards .
But even so, his journey to Rome was a long and difficult one .
That it was a great trial to the beloved Paul is indicated by
a few words recorded by Luke in connection with brethren wh o
came out from the city of Rome to meet Paul, having learne d
that he had landed in Italy . Luke wrote that when Paul saw
these brethren "he thanked God, and took courage ."—Acts 28 :1 5

Still Faithfu l

From his prison home in Rome Paul wrote letters to th e
brethren, one of which was to the church at Philippi . There is
not the slightest sign of discouragement in this letter, but to
the contrary, he admonishes the brethren to "rejoice in the
Lord alway : and again I say, Rejoice ." (ch. 4:4) Looking bac k
upon the harrowing experiences of his ministry, one less reso-
lute than Paul might well have wondered, at this point, if i t
was all worthwhile ; but not Paul . He seemed more determine d
than ever to serve the Lord, regardless of what the further
cost might be . "For me to live is Christ," he wrote, "and to die
is gain ."—ch. 1:2 1

In chapter 3 of this epistle Paul further reveals his zeal for
Christ, and his determination to be faithful to the Lord. In the
first seven verses he reminds the brethren at Philippi of som e
of the advantages he had enjoyed as a Pharisee . From this
statement it is evident that Paul, or Saul, as he then was known ,
had enjoyed a great deal of prestige, and had been a man o f
influence among his people . But he concludes by saying ,
"What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ."
(vs . 7) Even though now a prisoner in Rome, with his futur e
as a man uncertain, Paul was still rejoicing in the fact that he
had given up everything for Christ . He added, "Yea doubtless ,
and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I have suffered the
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loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may wi n
Christ."—vs . 8

With all his natural abilities Paul knew that he had no right-
eousness of his own that would commend him to the Lord . He
wanted to be "found in him," not having his own righteousness ,
which, as a Pharisee, was the righteousness of the Law . He
wanted to be in Christ, and be assured of the righteousnes s
"which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness whic h
is of God by faith ."—vs . 9

Paul wanted also to "know" Christ, "and the power of hi s
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings," and to b e
"made conformable unto his death." "If by any means," he
continued, "I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead .
Not as though I had already attained, either were already per-
fect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for whic h
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus ."—vss . 10-12

In Ephesians 1 :17-23 Paul reminds us of the mighty powe r
of God which was manifested in the resurrection of Jesus Chris t
from the dead . He informs us that this same mighty power is en -
listed on behalf of the followers of Christ even now, to assis t
them in their every time of need . And of course this power will
also be utilized to raise each member of the Christ body from th e
dead .

Paul knew that there was only one way to attain the ful l
likeness of Christ in the first resurrection, and that was to b e
"made conformable unto his death." (Phil. 3:10) For this he
gladly "suffered the loss of all things ." Paul realized when
writing this epistle to the Philippian brethren that he had no t
yet "apprehended," or secured that for which he had been
called . "But this one thing I do," he said, "forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those thing s
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus ."—vss . 13, 14

A Crown Laid Up
Later Paul wrote to Timothy from prison in Rome, and said ,

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

43



"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I hav e
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown o f
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall giv e
me at that day : and not to me only, but unto all them also tha t
love his appearing ." (II Tim. 4:-68) When writing these words
of assurance concerning himself, Paul's situation was somewhat
different from the time when he wrote to the Philippians . At
that time he was not sure what the immediate future held fo r
him ; he saw the possibility of a release from prison, and con-
sequently of continued service in the Lord's vineyard. Had mat-
ters turned out this way, Paul knew that he would have been
subjected to many more tests, and he did not want to be one
who "thinketh he standeth," lest some unexpected experience
should cause him to fall .—I Cor. 10:12

But when Paul wrote to Timothy the situation had changed .
Now he knew that soon he would be executed . Whether or no r
he had been officially notified of this, we may not know . But
Paul had learned about it, and could still write, "I know who m
I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep tha t
which I have committed unto him against that day." (ch. 1 :12)
Paul had met the final test, and had been victorious . That course
of faithfulness begun in Damascus was now essentially finished .
Through all the many things he had suffered, he had continued
to fight "a good fight," and he had "kept the faith ." He knew ,
therefore, that a crown of righteousness had been laid up fo r
him which he would receive when his Master returned .

"And not to me only," Paul added, "but unto all them also that
love his appearing ." The "love" which Paul speaks of is the lov e
which he manifested throughout the entire course of his min-
istry . This was the zealous, self-sacrificing love which consumed
Jesus, and Paul held back nothing in order to be like Jesus .
Do we have this love? Are we following Paul as he followe d
Christ? Is this the "one thing" which is uppermost in our mind s
and hearts? If it is, and we continue in this way of faithfulness ,
we too will one day finish our course with joy and be joined
with Jesus, and Paul, and the other faithful ones .
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$	 THE BRITISH SECTIONI

a qO�

Conscience

CONSCIENCE is generall y
thought of as the faculty within
us which enables one to discern
between right and wrong . But
this definition is not always true ,
because in fallen humanity it so
frequently needs to be educate d
in order to clearly distinguis h
good from evil .

Father Adam in his perfecio n
possessed a perfect conscience .
The law of God was written in
his very being, and a good con-
science always enabled him to
discern at once what was in ac-
cord with God's will, and what
was not . In addition, his perfect
conscience would surely bring
with it, in connection with al l
his experiences from day to day ,
a tremendous urge to choose th e
right course and shun the wrong .
This happy condition is described
in the Scriptures as "a conscienc e
void of offense ." (Acts 24 :16 )
Such a conscience always tol d
father Adam that in thought ,
word, and deed he was perfect .

When man fell from this per-
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feet state he began to experience
the wages of sin—death. In other
words, man began to traverse the
broad road ultimately ending in
destruction, and along with th e
deterioration of his originall y
perfect mental and physical pow-
ers, his perfect moral nature also
began to suffer and deteriorate .
Just as some through the fal l
have suffered more than others
(and in some branches of th e
human family man's mental pow-
ers have become particularly
dwarfed), so it has been the sam e
with the conscience. This gradual
drift away from God and original
perfection is graphicall y
described by Paul in Romans 1 :
21, 28. He says, "When they kne w
God, they glorified him not a s
God, . . . but became vain in
their imaginations, and their fool-
ish heart was darkened ." "Even
as they did not like to retai n
God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a mind void of judg-
ment."—Margin

Hence we see how some sec-
tions of the human family hav e
become so fallen, mentally, mor-
ally, and physically that in cer-
tain directions, as the Scriptures
indicate, they are continually do-
ing wrong, and yet are ignorant
of the fact . The conscience bein g

45



warped and hardened through
heredity, and supplemented by a
persistent course of wrong-doing,
does not condemn its possessor
when he violates the divine law
and commits sin. On the other
hand, as some when born ar e
more favoured physically an d
mentally than others, so it would
seem that there can be consider-
able differences among men a s
to the state of the conscience.

A Good Conscience

The Scriptures indicate that
some, in spite of the fall and
the reign of sin and death, are
born with a reasonably good con-
science . Their conscience readil y
points out to them the right
course of conduct in any matter ;
and although they cannot alway s
do perfectly the things con-
science dictates, their conscienc e
is considerably alive in all mat-
ters of moral conduct . So Pau l
says of some not even blesse d
with the light of the divine reve-
lation, that they "do by nature
the things contained in the Law . "
(Rom . 2 :14) These, our Lord tell s
us, are in the condition favour-
able to the receiving of the mes-
sage of salvation when they hea r
about it. He speaks of those
ready to receive the glad tiding s
as having "an honest and good
heart" (in other words, a goo d
conscience), into which, when the
good seed of the Word of God
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falls, it takes root and bear s
fruit .—Luke 8 :15

If in this age it is only the
"good ground" hearers of th e
Word who can respond to th e
Gospel invitation to lay hold o f
eternal life through Christ, and
that these as a rule are blessed
with a good conscience, or an
honest and good heart, it enables
us to see the justice of God's pur-
pose in arranging that the diffi-
cult conditions now surroundin g
the proclamation of the message
of life should not always prevail .
Now it is a difficult gate of en-
trance into the way of life
("strait is the gate"), and an
equally difficult path in which
to walk ("narrow is the way") ;
but the present calling of a few ,
the church, is to be followed b y
the blessing of the remainder of
mankind under the favourable
conditions of Christ's millennia l
kingdom, when the way of life
will be so plain that "the way-
faring men though fools, shall
not err therein ." (Matt . 7 :13, 14 ;
13 :8, 23; Isa . 35:8) However fal-
len and degraded some of
Adam's race may become, in tha t
day the power of the kingdom
will restore and lift them up,
and enable them, if they will, to
develop a good conscience .—Jer .
31 :31-34

An Insufficient Guide

Even those who in this ag e
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have been drawn by the Father
and called to be members of the
church, and who have been
blessed with a good conscience ,
an honest and good heart, have
a conscience that is by no means
perfect, but which needs to be
trained and educated . Hence, in -
stead of being left with only ou r
conscience to guide us as to th e
will of God, and the laws of
righteousness, God has given us
his Word in which the perfec t
standards of truth and righteous-
ness are set forth and illustrated
in numberless ways .

And although we may have had
a tolerably good conscience t o
begin with, through the Word o f
God and the Spirit of God our
conscience is educated; and as
we progress in the narrow wa y
to life, it indicates to us more
and more accurately, right prin-
ciples and the things in accord
with the will of God . By respond-
ing thereto, we "walk in th e
light, as He is in the light ."—I
John 1 : 7

Paul, in writing to Timothy,
indicates that the end of all
God's dealings with and instruc-
tions to us is that we develop
"love out of a pure heart, an d
of a good conscience, and of
faith unfeigned." (I Tim. 1 :5) If
some who know not God or his
Word have a sufficiently goo d
conscience to enable them to "d o
by nature the things contained
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in the Law," and if the goo d
conscience of others prompt s
them to draw near to the Lord
through faith and consecration,
how much more is it reasonabl e
to think the conscience would b e
improved, made more alert and
reliable, after the Lord has be-
gun to work in us to will and to
do his good pleasure . Thus the
Scriptures clearly imply that ou r
consciences can be educated an d
trained so that they become more
and more reliable in their indica-
tions as to the will of God i n
connection with every experi-
ence which comes to us .

Having through consecration
begun to walk in this path of
instruction and spiritual develop-
ment made acceptable through
justification by faith, the apostle
intimates that it is of the utmost
importance that we continue to
make progress, for he says ,
"From which things some having
swerved, have turned aside unt o
vain talking." (I Tim. 1 :5, 6, R.
V.) It is rather an easy thin g
for a runner in a literal race t o
swerve, unless he very closel y
watches his course . And to
swerve and get off one's course
in the Christian race will, as the
apostle suggests, frequently re-
sult in such a one becoming a n
unprofitable servant, whose con-
versation at times will not be
as edifying as it should be .

A further step in this wrong
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direction away from the narro w
way, Paul says, will frequentl y
result, not only in "vain talking, "
but in one's becoming a teacher
of false doctrine—"understand-
ing neither what he says, nor
whereof he confidently affirms . "
(1 Tim. 1 :7, R. V.) Hence the im-
portance of watchfulness that we
order our steps by God's Word.

Peter says that the answer tha t
one with a good conscience will
make toward God when he sees
all that the Lord has done for
him is baptism; not merely th e
"putting away of the filth of th e
flesh" as pictured in John's bap-
tism, but the baptism which im-
plies a full consecration to God ,
and a willingness to be plante d
in the likeness of Christ's death .
—I Pet . 3 :21 ; Rom. 6 :3-5

A Pure Conscience
In I Timothy 3:9 Paul speaks

of a pure conscience: "Holdin g
the mystery of the faith in a
pure conscience ." This text
shows the great responsibilit y
resting upon those blessed with
a knowledge of the truth, includ-
ing the "mystery" that Christ i s
not one, but many members.
Hence when we come into Chris t
we need not only to maintain a
good conscience with regard t o
the principles of right and wrong,
but also "a pure conscience" tha t
will enable us to discern readily
the principles which actuated ou r
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Lord Jesus in connection with th e
carrying out of his covenant o f
sacrifice . And we are to be will-
ingly submissive to all the prin-
ciples of the faith relating to our
own life as new creatures i n
Christ Jesus, not drawing bac k
from any path the Lord's Spiri t
may indicate to be the righ t
one; for an obedient heart an d
a pure conscience must go han d
in hand .

After coming into Christ, we
find that we not only have to
decide between right principle s
and wrong principles, but als o
between the things of the Spirit
and the things of the flesh . And
as Paul tells us, "The flesh lust-
eth against the Spirit." (Gal. 5 :
17) That is, the flesh calls for u s
to do things contrary to our con-
secration vow to sacrifice our hu-
manity and use it up in the serv-
ice of God. Giving way to the
flesh, its comforts, its aims and
ambitions, would be sure to in-
jure our good conscience, our
pure conscience with which w e
have been blessed, and this woul d
certainly mean failing to main-
tain a conscience void of offense
toward God and toward man.

Paul, addressing those seeking
his life, and referring to his life
both before and after he ha d
come to know the Lord, says ,
"Brethren, I have lived before
God in all good conscience unti l
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this day." " (Acts 23 :1, R. V.) And
when addressing the Roman gov-
ernor Felix, he also tells of hi s
earnest endeavours, especially
during his many years in th e
Master's service. We quote :
"Herein do I exercise myself, t o
have always a conscience void of
offense toward God, and toward
men." (Acts 24:16) Not only did
Paul seek to maintain a pure con -
science in his personal relation-
ship with the Father and the Son ,
but it was his earnest endeavou r
to pursue such a reasonabl e
course as would cause the mini-
mum of offense or disapproval
among those that are withou t
with whom he had to do.

A Weak Conscienc e

Another reference to the con-
science is made by Paul in I
Corinthians 8 :7 . Here he speaks
of the possibility of some of the
Lord's people having . "a weak
conscience," and how, instead of
being people of strong convic-
tions who would stand for their
principles whatever the cost, the y
would be inclined at times unde r
certain circumstances to give
way, possibly on account of fail-
ing to stand resolutely for what
is written in the Holy Scriptures,
or perhaps by allowing them-
selves to be influenced by th e
conduct of others, and thus fail-
ing to enjoy the full liberty o f
Christ .—I Cor . 8 :1 2
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A Defiled Conscience

Conscience enlightened by the
Word of God must ever be ou r
guide, and not the conclusions of
others, however sincere or well -
meaning they may be. Indeed, i t
is sad to think of the numbers
today who because of weak con -
science are guided by the example
of others rather than by a "thus
saith the Lord," and who thus
allow themselves to be hindere d
from carrying out the service of
God to which they consecrated
themselves .

In writing to Titus, Paul speak s
of some who possess a defile d
conscience . He says, "To the pure
all things are pure ; but to them
that are defiled and unbelievin g
nothing is pure ; but both thei r
mind and their conscience are
defiled . They profess that they
know God, but by their work s
they deny him ." (Titus 1 :15, 16 ,
R. V.) The apostle speaks here
of both the mind and the con-
science being defiled .

This seems to suggest the wa y
the Adversary will generall y
work. He will first endeavour to
deceive us regarding some prin-
ciple of truth, either relating t o
doctrine or conduct . If he suc-
ceeds; the mind becomes defiled
by error, and if the conscience
gives way so that we act in ac -
cord with the error, the con-
science—overcome by various
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fleshly considerations—will fai l
to point out the right path, or
the right principle, which it i s
of vital importance should gov-
ern us . Thus the very terribl e
condition might be reached, de-
scribed by P a u l in vers e
16 : "They profess that they kno w
God, but by their works they
deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every goo d
work reprobate," "worthless, "
Diaglott.

A Seared Conscienc e
Such a course as mentioned

foregoing would surely lead to
an even more serious condition ;
namely, that of "a seared con -
science ." In I Timothy 4 :2, R. V. ,
Paul speaks of "the hypocrisy o f
men that speak lies, branded [A.
Y. `seared'] in their own con-
science as with a hot iron." That
which is branded as with a hot
iron is marked in a way tha t
makes an impression most diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to remove .

Wilful wrongdoing, or wrong-
doing With the consent of the
conscience, is a most dangerous
and difficult condition fro m
which to be recovered, and ap-
pears to be the condition into
which, under severe temptation,
many professed servants of God
have allowed themselves to fall .
Increased gain and profit, a larg-
er sphere of influence, and
greater prosperity, have frequent -
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ly started many on the wrong
road.

It may seem surprising that
clever, intelligent men, more or
less familiar with the Hebrew
and Greek text of the Old and
New Testaments, should support
and preach some of the totally
unscriptural and unreasonabl e
teachings of the creeds, such as
"eternal torment" in a fiery hell .
The conscience—in some cases a t
least—must have been "seared"
or "branded" ere one could reach
such a condition, believing and
teaching doctrines so far removed
from the Spirit of Christ.

No wonder Paul could say, "B e
ye followers of me, even as I
also am of Christ ." (I Cor . 11 :1 )
In II Corinthians 1 :12, R. V., Paul
very humbly tells us that not
only by word of mouth did he
profess to be a faithful follower
of Christ, but he says it was "the
testimony of our conscience, that
in holiness and godly sincerity ,
not in fleshly wisdom [a wise
outward appearance] but in the
grace of God, we behaved our-
selves in the world, and mor e
abundantly to you-ward ." (Com-
pare I Cor. 10 :23-29; 8:9-13) An
undeveloped or misguided con-
science, as we have seen, will
almost surely lead away fro m
God, but a good conscience point s
us to a different path. Peter
speaks of the blessing of "Havin g
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a good conscience ; that, wherei n
ye are spoken against, they may
be put to shame who revile your
good manner of life in Christ ."—
I Pet . 3 :1, 6 R. V.

Finally, in writing to Timothy ,
Paul tells him that this very de-
sirable attainment, "a good con-
science," is one of the most im-
portant things the Lord has in
mind in his dealings with us . He
says, "Now the end of the corn-

mandment," the end the Lord has
in mind in connection with all
his dealings with us, including all
his exhortations and encourage-
ments, is the attainment of "love
out of a pure heart and a good
conscience, and faith unfeigned
[sincere] ." (I Tim. 1:5, R. V. )
This is the attainment of the man
of God who would be thoroughly
furnished unto every good work.
I Pet. 3 :1, 6, R. V .

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn . Their
services are furnished free, upon request. Address your request to Dawn Bible
Students Association, Pilgrim Department, 15 Southwood Gardens, Gants Hill, Ilford ,
Essex .

E. T . NADA L
Dewsbury .

	

.

	

Mar. 28

W. F. READER
Mar . 2 8

J . H . MURRAY

	

E . G. ROBERTS
Liverpool

	

Apr . 4

	

Manchester .

	

Feb . 27, 2 8

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

Thames Estuary

	

299 and 188 metres 5:45 p .m .

	

Sunday s

SPECIAL MEMORIAL SUPPER RECORDIN G

As has been our custom for a number of years, we have prepare d
a special tape recording of a Memorial Supper service, includin g
a short discourse on the subject, together with appropriate music .
This special tape recording will be mailed free to any of the breth-
ren having tape recorders and who would like to have it on loan.
It is specially suitable for the isolated, and for small groups wh o
are without a leader. Address your request to, Dawn Recorde d
Lecture Service, 37 Wilson Avenue, Rutherford, N . J .

BRITISH SECTION
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A. BOYC E
Latchford

	

Mar . 2 1

E . HALTO N
Manchester .

	

Apr . 11

	

Liverpoo lLatchford

	

.

	

.
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TALKING THINGS OVERI

Christ Our Passove r

"Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of th e
world."-John 1 :29

THE "lamb" symbolism is used very prominently in th e
scriptures in connection with God's plan of redemption an d
restoration through Christ. It first appears in connection with a
burnt offering which Abel presented to the Lord . (Gen. 4:4) Its
last appearance is in Revelation 22 :1, where we are informe d
that "a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal," was seen
"proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb . "

There is an interesting situation in connection with the lam b
offered in sacrifice by Abel . Our first parents had been sen-
tenced to death and driven from their garden home in Eden,
but the Lord had said that the "seed" of the woman woul d
bruise the serpent's head. (Gen. 3:15) This indicated that divin e
love in some way still overshadowed God's human creatures .
Our first parents, yielding to the influence of "that old serpent,
which is the Devil, and Satan," had transgressed God's law . (Rev.
20 :2) They had sinned, and had forfeited their right to God' s
favor. But God's mention of the seed bruising the serpent' s
head indicated that in some manner their sin would not alway s
stand against them. So it might well be that having made thi s
promise God began to illustrate how it would be carried out ;
that there was to be a remission of sin through the shedding o f
blood—the blood of "the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world ."—Heb. 9 :22

The lamb symbolism is again brought to our attention in con-
nection with God's dealings with Abraham . God had promise d
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this patriarch that through his seed all the families of the eart h
would be blessed . (Gen. 22:18) Here, again, the setting asid e
of the death sentence is implied . Abraham's son Isaac was a
type of Christ, the real Seed of promise. (Gal. 3:16) God asked
Abraham to offer Isaac in sacrifice, and Abraham proceeded t o
do this. But when he had built the altar and laid Isaac upon it ,
and had raised his knife to slay his son, an angel of the Lor d
intervened, and . directed that Abraham substitute a lamb on the
altar for Isaac.—Gen. 22:5-1 3

This is a very meaningful illustration. The offering of Isaac
indicates that before all the families of the earth could b e
blessed a loving father must give up in sacrifice his beloved
son. In the outworking of the divine plan, the Scriptures revea l
that it is the Heavenly Father who gives his "only begotten Son"
for the sins of the world . (John 3 :16) The lamb that was sub-
stituted as a sacrifice pictures the Son of God whom he sent t o
redeem mankind from sin and death, and who would be known
as "the Lamb of God . "

In the prophecies the Redeemer is described as a lamb which
would be "brought to the slaughter ." (Isa. 53:7) This prophecy
further states concerning God's Lamb that "he is despised an d
rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief :
and we hid as it were our faces from him ; he was despised, and
we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, an d
carried our sorrows : yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten
of God, and afflicted . But he was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of ou r
peace was upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed ."—
Isa. 53 :3-5

The Passover Lam b

The lamb symbolism is again brought to our attention i n
connection with the exodus of the Israelites from Egyptian bond -
age. It was the death of Egypt's firstborn—the tenth plague—
that resulted in the release of the Israelites . And if Israel' s

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

53



firstborn were not to be destroyed, it was necessary for eac h
family to sacrifice a lamb and sprinkle its blood upon the lintels
and doorposts of its house. This was to be done early in the
evening, and that night the lamb was to be eaten .

There are two New Testament passages which reveal th e
significance of what occurred in connection with Israel's Pass -
over. Paul speaks of "the church of the firstborn ." (Heb. 12:23 )
In God's dealings with Israel their firstborn were exchange d
for the tribe of Levi, and the tribe of Levi became God's repre-
sentatives in Israel, and the servants of the people in religious
affairs . The priests of Israel came from the tribe of Levi . From
Paul's reference to "the church of the firstborn" it seems clear
that Israel's firstborn were a type of the church of Jesus Christ .

Israel's firstborn were the first to be saved under the pro-
tection of the blood of the passover lamb, and the next mornin g
the entire nation was led forth to freedom, saved from th e
continuing oppressive hand of Pharaoh, which eventually would
have destroyed them. Thus in the passover and Exodus we ar e
reminded that, in God's plan of redemption and salvation, th e
followers of the Master, the antitypical firstborn, are the firs t
to be delivered from the thraldom of sin and death, and then ,
in the morning of earth's new day, all mankind will be delivere d
from the bondage of sin and death under the great taskmaste r
Satan, typified by Pharaoh .

Our Passover

The people of Israel were enjoined to commemorate the pass-
over at the appropriate time each year, which was the fourteent h
day of their month, Nisan . This year, incidentally, the corre-
sponding day in our calendar will be the fifteenth day of April .
Jesus was an Israelite, and was under obligation to observe th e
passover memorial . For that purpose he was in the upper roo m
which a friend had provided, when, after the regular feast of th e
passover, he took some of the remaining unleavened bread, an d
some of the wine, and instituted a memorial of his own death a s
the antitypical passover Lamb .
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We read concerning this, "As they were eating, Jesus too k
bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples ,
and said, Take, eat ; this is my body. And he took the cup, and
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it ; for
this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for man y
for the remission of sins ." (Matt . 26:26-28) Later Paul wrote ,
"Christ our passover is sacrificed for us : therefore let us keep
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malic e
and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth."—I Cor . 5 :7, 8

We believe that the appropriate time to observe this memorial
of Jesus' death is on the anniversary of the passover date, as
nearly as it can be calculated. Jesus did not intend this to be a
daily, weekly, or monthly observance, but a yearly commemora-
tion, not of the death of the typical passover lamb, but of hi s
own death as "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin o f
the world." This year, as every year, thousands of the Lord' s
consecrated people the world over will gather together in littl e
groups on the evening of April 15, and will observe this me-
morial of the Master's death, and it will be a blessed occasio n
for all who do so in sincerity and in truth.

Jesus explained that the bread represented his broken body ,
and the cup his shed blood . As we partake of these emblems w e
are saying to one another and to the Lord that we recognize our
need of his sacrifice on our behalf because of the fact that w e
are by nature members of a fallen and sinful race . On another
occasion Jesus said that the only ones to receive life throug h
him would be those who eat his flesh and drink his blood, an d
it is this that is symbolized by our partaking of the bread and
the cup.—John 6 :51, 53, 54

It was difficult for the disciples, prior to their receiving th e
Holy Spirit, to understand how they could eat Jesus' flesh an d
drink his blood. Noting this, Jesus said, "It is the spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing : the words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life ." (vs . 63) Jesus thus
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tells the disciples that it would not profit them to eat his literal
flesh. "It is the spirit that quickeneth," or giveth life, he said ,
and added, "The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit ,
and they are life . "

In other words, we partake of the flesh and blood of Jesus ,
symbolically speaking, by our obedience to his teachings .
and to the teachings of the entire Word of God, of which Jesu s
is the central figure . This means that we do not partake o f
Christ merely on the evening of the Memorial Supper, but daily,
throughout the entire course of our earthly pilgrimage. It is
through the teachings of the Word that we learn that we ar e
sinners, and estranged from God through wicked works . It is
through the Word that we learn the need for repentance, and
the acceptance of Jesus and his redemptive work on our behalf .
It is through the Word that we hear the invitation to consecrat e
ourselves to the doing of God's will . We hear Christ invite u s
to deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow him .—Matt .
16 :24

It is through the Word that we are given all those helpful
admonitions to faithfulness in laying down our lives in divine
service. Through the Word we are counseled to humble our -
selves under the mighty hand of God; to be submissive to his
will, and thus to work out our own salvation, while he works i n
us to will and to do of his good pleasure . (Phil . 2 :12, 13) An d
as we give heed to all these wonderful things of the Word o f
God, and as best we can apply them in our lives, we are, sym-
bolically speaking, thereby eating the flesh and drinking the
blood of the Son of man. Our partaking of the bread and the cu p
at the Memorial Supper is merely a reminder of the fact tha t
if we are living up to our privileges we are feasting on Chris t
every day of the year .

We Share in the Sacrific e
I Corinthians 10 :1 reads, "The cup of blessing which we

bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The brea d
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ ?
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For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are
all partakers of that one bread ." The Greek word here trans-
lated "communion" literally means partnership . Paul is there-
fore saying that we have a partnership in the suffering an d
death of Jesus, and that when we partake of the bread and the
cup at the Memorial Supper we should have this in mind also .

There are many passages of Scripture which substantiate this
thought. Paul speaks of our being planted together in the like-
ness of Jesus' death. (Rom. 6 :3-5) He wrote to Timothy that if we
suffer with Christ we shall also reign with him, and that if we
be dead with him, we shall also live with him . (II Tim. 2:11, 12)
Peter wrote, "Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened
unto you : but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ' s
sufferings ."—I Pet . 4:12, 1 3

This significance of the bread and the cup is closely associate d
with the fact that we receive life from Christ . It is only becaus e
of the merit of his righteousness, and the life we receive b y
faith through him, that we can be acceptable to God as co -
sacrificers with Jesus. But with this provision made throug h
Christ we can present our bodies a living sacrifice, with the
assurance that our offering will be acceptable to our Heavenly
Father . (Rom. 12:1, 2) For this glorious fact we should especiall y
give thanks when we partake of the bread and the cup at the
Memorial Supper.

For the World Als o
Jesus explained that the cup represented the "blood of th e

new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of
sins ." (Matt . 26:28) It is "the" many that are referred to here ;
that is, all mankind. Jesus did not die merely for his followers
of the present Gospel Age, but for the entire human race . He
gave himself a "ransom for all, to be testified in due time . "
(I Tim. 2:3-5) He became "the propitiation for our sins : and not
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world ."—I John
2 : 2
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This means that human perfection and life will be obtainabl e
by all under the terms of the New Covenant . (Jer . 31 :31-34)
And this in turn means that when we partake of the bread and
the cup we are doing so in realization of the fact that through
Christ a wonderful provision of life has been made by God for
the blessing of all the families of the earth . Our rejoicing in th e
provision of life which the Lord has made for us will therefor e
be augmented by the knowledge that in giving his only begotte n
Son his love has also embraced all mankind, and that whosoeve r
accepts him will not perish, but have everlasting life . Yes, God's
Lamb takes away the sins of the whole world .—John 3 :16, 17

In Sincerity and Truth

Paul wrote that we should keep the Memorial Supper in
sincerity and truth. (I Cor . 5:8) As followers of the Master we
should endeavor every day to keep our hearts pure and sincere ,
but this is especially important at Memorial time . One of the
evidences of a pure heart is a deep and genuine love for th e
brethren . In the upper room on the night that Jesus institute d
the Memorial, he mentioned the importance of having love fo r
one another. Indeed, he said, "A new commandment I give unt o
you, That ye love one another ; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another ."—John 13 :34; I John 3 :16-19

Jesus also said that night, "He that hath my commandments ,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me : and he that loveth me
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and wil l
manifest myself to him ." (John 14:21, 23) How wonderful i s
the thought of the Heavenly Father's love, and of the love of ou r
Lord Jesus! And we can be assured that this love is shed abroa d
in our hearts simply by giving all diligence to keep hi s
commandments .

The Memorial time is a time for sober thought . After all, it
reminds us of the suffering and death of Jesus, and impresse s
the fact upon our hearts and minds that if we are to live and
reign with him it will be only because we have suffered and die d
with him. Suffering and death is never pleasant to contemplate ,
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but that night in the upper room Jesus assured his disciple s
that he would give them his peace and his joy, and we can hav e
that peace and joy of heart today despite the fact that we ar e
walking in the narrow way of sacrifice and suffering.—John 14 :
27; 16 :3 3

At the conclusion of his sermon that night in the upper room,
Jesus uttered that marvelous prayer recorded in John 17 . He
prayed for his disciples, and for those who believed on hi m
through their word. He prayed that we might be sanctified b y
the truth, and be made one with him, even as he and the Fathe r
were one . He also prayed that his Father would love the dis -
ciples even as he had loved his Son . How precious is the thought
that the Heavenly Father loves us even as he loved Jesus, th e
Lamb whom he had sent to take away the sin of the world! Let
us keep this in mind for our encouragement, as on the evenin g
of April 15 we partake of the bread and the cup .

After the prayer Jesus and his disciples made their way to the
Garden of Gethsemane . We all remember the trying hours he
spent there, when his disciples, weary of mind and body, coul d
not watch with him to give him comfort in his great time o f
need. We remember Peter's noble attempt to rescue his Maste r
from the mob which had come out from Jerusalem to arrest
him, and how he drew his sword and cut off the ear of th e
servant of the high priest .

How appropriate is the lesson we can learn by observing th e
attitude of Jesus in this situation! He restored the servant' s
ear, and explained to Peter that he really did not need hi s
help; that if he wished he could ask his Father, and the Fathe r
would send him twelve legions of angels to protect him . (Matt.
26 :51-54; John 18:10) Jesus wanted Peter, and us, to realize tha t
his life was not being taken from him; that he was voluntarily
laying it down as a sacrifice for the sins of the world .

At times, when the way is difficult for us, we might be in-
clined to withdraw from the privilege of sacrifice . It is then that
we should remember that our Heavenly Father is abundantly
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able to strengthen us in our every time of need . Just as he gav e
Jesus courage to go all the way, he also will give us this courag e
and strength if we but put our trust in him. It will be well t o
keep this in mind as we partake of the Memorial Supper .

If we could single out one dominant thought concerning th e
Memorial, perhaps it would be one of thankfulness . It is indeed
a time for thankfulness to God for all his mercies, and for th e
"unspeakable gift" of his beloved Son to be our Redeemer an d
Savior. (II Cor. 9:15) It is a time to be thankful for the privileg e
we have of walking in the Master's footsteps of sacrifice an d
suffering. It is a time for thankfulness for God's loving provisio n
of life on behalf of all mankind. And it is a time for thankfulnes s
for his daily providences in our lives, especially for his love in
calling us out of darkness into his marvelous light . (I Pet . 2 :9 )
Truly the Lord is good to his people, and may we show our
thankfulness and appreciation by being faithful to him and to
the doing of his will !

LETTERS OF APPRECIATIONI
Glad to Help

"Dear Brethren : The enclose d
comes to you as an expression o f
my thanks to the Lord for all hi s
many blessings to me day by day,
and especially for the joy of bein g
able to have an opportunity to
help out in the wonderful way i n
which you are heralding forth the
message of the kingdom. We re-
joice every time we hear the mes-
sage on the `Frank and Ernest' pro -
gram, which is so splendidly pre-
sented so as to appeal to one' s
reason as nothing else does . The
letters printed in The Dawn fro m
those who are hearing the goo d
news for the first time makes u s
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rejoice more and more that the
Lord is surely with you in all your
efforts to give out the truth in it s
purity. We ask the Lord to con-
tinue to guide and bless you all in
your faithful service to his name."
—Pennsylvania

Ninety-four and Rejoicing

"Dear Brethren in Christ : May
God bless and keep each one of
you in his love . The last two Dawns
have been so good that I want to
tell you how very much I have en-
joyed them. I can't get `Frank an d
Ernest' nor The Bible Answers, an d
I have no fellowship with anyone
in the faith, but I have my Bible
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and The Dawn, for which I thank
the blessed Lord. I am ninety-four
Years old and now do not leave
my room very often, so I canno t
get out to meet anyone, but I do
pray for all at The Dawn office and
the dear ones in Christ Jesus every-
where. Please pray for me, dear
friends, that I may . be faithful."—
Massachusetts

Eyes Openin g
"Dear Friends: We are sending

you our yearly subscription for Th e
Dawn. We enjoy this valuable mag-
azine very much, and have learne d
a lot from its pages . As we finis h
reading each issue we pass it on to
a friend who is a Sunday School
teacher. This friend enjoys them
as much as we do, and has given

talks from these publications in his
class, which consists of old and
young scholars . We are getting our
eyes open to the truth more and
more each day. May God continu e
to bless you, and help you in your
good work"—England

Rays of Understanding

"Dear Friends : I have pleasure in
acknowledging receipt of the Dawn
Magazine . I thank you very muc h
for it. The Dawn has started t o
throw new rays of understanding .
It has indeed enlightened me, an d
it will be nice for my use in th e
Sunday School . I do appreciat e
your literature, and shall be please d
to have your monthly magazine
regularly."—Nigeria, Africa

For Your Newspape r
To the left is a suggestion for a

small advertisement in your local
newspaper. This outline is designe d
for two inches in one column.

APRIL TOPIC : "The Resurrec-
tion" will be the "Frank & Ernest"
topic for Sunday, April 18. Thi s
will be a timely topic, for on that
day the entire professed Christian
world will be commemorating the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead. This subject should be
well advertised, and special circu-
lars for this purpose will be avail-
able . The brethren report rich
blessings resulting from the distri-
bution of these special monthly cir-
culars . Send your order in early .
There is no charge. Address your
request to, The Dawn, East Ruther-
ford, New Jersey .

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION

"GOD'S PLAN FOR SURVIVAL"

To be discussed b y

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

WIBC—1070 kc ., 10:30 A. M.

Sunday, March 2 1

Do you know that the end of the worl d
is man's only hope for survival? Hea r
"Frank and Ernest," and send for the
free book, "God and Reason ." Address:

"FRANK AND ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept, N, General Post Offic e

New York, N. Y .
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1SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS'

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn . Their
services are furnished free, upon request. Address your request to Dawn Bibl e
Students Association, East Rutherford, N. J . A visit will be arranged when possible .

JENS COPELAN D
Orlando, Fla .

	

Mar . 3

O. D . DEIFE R
Catawissa, Pa .

	

Mar . 2 1

EDWARD E. FA Y
New York, N . Y. Mar . 14

THOMAS HICK S
Allentown, Pa .

	

Mar . 7

LEVI JACOB S
Hartford, Conn . Mar. 7

GEORGE M . JEUC K
Pottstown, Pa .

	

Mar . 2 1

A . H . KRUMPOLT
Baltimore, Md.

	

Mar . 7
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

7

L. P. LOOMI S
Gettysburg, Pa . Mar . 20
York, Pa .

	

2 1

J . Y. MAC AULA Y
Sayville, N . Y.

	

Mar . 7

M. C . MITCHEL L
Paterson, N . J .

	

Mar . 7

E. K. PENROS E
New York, N . Y . Mar . 28

ROY E. POLAN D
St. Petersburg, Fla .

Mar. 1-5
Orlando, Fla .

	

1 6

H . W. PRIC E
Duncan, V . I . Mar . 10, 11

Victoria, B . C .

	

12-1 4
Bellingham, Wash .

	

23
Seattle, Wash .

	

Mar. 24
Bremerton-Port Angeles ,

Wash . 25-27
Tacoma, Wash .

	

28, 2 9
Onalaska, Wash .

	

3 0
Portland, Ore . 31-Apr . 1

C. A. SMIT H
Washington, D . C. Mar . 2 8

RICHARD SURAC I
New London, Conn .

Mar . 2 1

F . S. WASSMAN N
New Haven, Conn . Mar . 2 8
Waterbury, Conn .

	

2 8

SPANISH RADIO BROADCASTS

SUNDAYS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTE D

DOMINICAN REPUBLI C
Santo Doming o

Emisoras Unidas 910 kc .

PARAGUAY
Asuncio n

Z . P . 9 Comuneros 970 kc .

PER U
Lima

	

Radio America

CALIFORNI A

Los Angele s

San Dieg o

FLORID A

Miami

KWKW 1300 8 :30 a .m .
XERB 1090 9 :00 p .m .

WMIE

	

7 :15 p .m .

TEXAS

p .m .7 :00

10 :15 a .m .

p .m .7:00

URUGUA Y
Montevideo

	

Radio Carve
Saturdays;

Corpus Christ i

San Antonio

KCCT 1150 10 :30 a .m .

KUKA 1250 10 :00 a .m .p. m4:30
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The listings in this schedule have been arranged by local ecciesia s

co-operating with the Dawn.

GEORGE BALKO
Connellsville, Pa . Mar. 14

MIKE BALKO

Duquesne, Pa . Mar. 14

JOHN BARACO S
Mar. 7

1 4
2 8

Lakeland, Fla .
Miami, Fla .
Monessen, Pa .

J . BURTON BROWN
Phoenix, Ariz .

	

Mar. 1 4

FRED J . DARROW
San Luis Obispo, Calif .

Mar . 2 1

IRVING C . FOSS
Whittier, Calif .

	

Mar . 1 4

EARL L . FOWLER
Son Diego, Calif. Mar . 14

BRUNO HACK
LaSalle, III .

	

Mar . 7

G. HOMER HAMLI N
Monterey, Calif . Mar. 2 1

JOHN G. HULL, JR.
Bakersfield, Calif. Mar . 1 4
Tehachapi, Calif .

	

1 4
Whittier, Calif .

	

2 1

EDMUND M . JEZUI T
St . Louis, Mo .

	

Mar. 2 1

LEONARD JEZUIT
Gary, Ind .

	

Mar. 2 1
RUSSELL L. JURD

Whittier, Calif.

	

Mar . 28

EDWARD G. LOREN Z
Riverside, Calif . Mar . 2 1
Ontario, Calif .

	

2 1

D. J . MOREHOUSE
Milwaukee, Wis. Mar . 14 i

HARRY PASSIOS
Lakeland, Fla .

	

Mar . 7
Miami, Fla .

	

1 4

LEO B. POST
Aurora, III .

	

Mar. 1 4

THOS . T. RYDE
Fullerton, Calif. Mar. 28

ALBERT SHEPPELBAU M

Covert, Mich .

	

Mar . 2 1

GEORGE TABA C
Minneapolis, Minn .

(Cedar Ave.) Mar. 1 4

J . I . VAN HORN E
Duquesne, Pa . Mar . 7
Washington, Pa .

	

2 1

HOWARD YOUN G
East Liverpool, Ohi o

Mar . 14

CALLING ON TV STATION S
Brethren in various parts of the country have been successful i n

arranging for the showing of The Bible Answers TV programs o n
their local stations. There are still opportunities for service in this
field . We suggest that those who would like to make one or mor e
of these calls write to our promotional director, Irving C . Foss, 744
Faircourt Lane, Glendale 3, California. Brother Foss will be glad
to furnish full information concerning this work .

DAWN EXHIBIT AT WORLD'S FAIR : We are happy to announce
that, the Lord willing, The Dawn exhibit will be presented at th e
New York World's Fair again this year . Many of the brethren ar e
looking forward to participating in this opportunity of service .

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
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1CONVENTIONS '

LAKELAND, FLA., MAR. 6 . 8—Sponsored
by the St . Petersburg and Orlando Eccle-
sias. Civic Center Theater, Lake Mirro r
Drive . Mr. S. W. Jeuck, 1910 Hillcrest,
Orlando, Fla. 32803 .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Mar. 7—260 1
Fillmore St., N . E . Mrs . C. R . Newham,
678 40th Ave ., N. E .

MIAMI, FLA., Mar . 13, 14—Simpson Gar-
den Club, 55 S . W. 17th Road . Mrs . E .
M . Castleberry, 2028 S. W. Second St . ,
Miami, Fla . 33135 .

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Mar . 14—Souther n
Hotel, S . High and E. Main Streets .
Mrs . Josephine Ewing, 273 S . Algonqui n
Ave .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Mar . 14—I .O .G .T .
Hall, 2922 Cedar Ave. Mrs. Edward
Borowiec, 224 S . Fifth St., Delano, Minn .

NEW .YORK, N . Y ., Mar . 14—Biltmore
Hotel, Madison Ave . and 43rd St . Mr .
F . S . Wossmann, 453 W. Saddle River
Road, Upper Saddle River, N . J .

SAGINAW, MICH ., Mar. 14—Saginaw
Woman's Club, 311 N . Jefferson. Mrs .
C. A. Sundbom, 207 Alice St.

CHICAGO, . ILL., Mar. 28—Central Mason-
ic Temple, 912 N . LaSalle St . Mr. Joh n
Trzyna, 340 Bonnie Brae, Itasca, III .

SALEM, ORE., Apr . 2-4—V .F.W. Hall, 63 0
Hood St ., N . E . Mrs . James Blackman ,
3754 Felton St ., So .

SAN ANTONIO, TEX., Apr . 3, 4-Crocket t
Hotel, 302 E . Crockett. Miss Ruth New ,
122 Yale Ave .

DETROIT, MICH ., April 10, 1 1
FRESNO, CALIF., Apr. 10, 1 1

WILMINGTON, DEL., Apr . 10, 1 1

INDIANAPOLIS, IND ., Apr. 1 1

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Apr . 17, 1 8

CLEVELAND, OHIO, Apr. 1 8

FORT WORTH, TEX., April 23-2 5

PATERSON, N. J ., April 24, 25

GARY, IND., May 1, 2

BOSTON, MASS., May 8, 9

KANSAS CITY, Mo ., May 8, 9

NEW ALBANY, IND ., May 8, 9

HARTFORD, CONN ., May 9

MONESSEN-WEST NEWTON, PA ., May 1 6

VANCOUVER, B . C ., May 22-2 4

ROCHESTER, N . Y. May 23,24

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF ., (Asilomar) ,
May 28-3 1

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTION
Bloomington, Ind.

	

July 31-August 5

THE MEMORIAL SUPPER IN 1965
The date for the Memorial Supper this year will be after 6 :00 P. M.,
Thursday, April 15 .
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An Excellent Gif t
Especially for Children

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book of Bible stories for children—forty-eight illus-
trated stories, many in two colors . The stories, beginnin g
with creation and including the more important episode s
recorded in both the Old and New Testaments, are tol d
in a style which makes them easily understood by children ,
and also interesting to grown-ups . Above all, they are
free from the traditional errors of the Dark Ages . The

• Gospel-pure book is appropriate for every gift occasion .

255 PAGES

	

7x10 INCHES, CLOTH BOUND

	

$2 .00
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more tha n
seventy-five years ago, the last in 1904. They continue to be the

outstanding text books on the Bible for our day .

It The Divine Plan of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents ,
ten or more 40 cents each; paper, 30 cents, te n
Cr more 23 cents each .

i The Time Is at Hand, cloth, 50 cents each .

i Thy Kingdom Come, cloth, 50 cents each .

• The Battle of Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each .

i The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth ,
85 cents each .

q The New Creation, cloth, 85 cents each .

Question Books for Volumes 1 . 3, 10 cents each ;
Volumes 4-6, 15 cents each .

SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3 .7 5
C. .	 —_~J )

Studie s

in th e

Scriptures



That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarl y
"his workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress
throughout the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world' s
Redeemer and the chief corner stone of this temple, throug h
which, when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all people, "
and they find access to him .—I Cor . 3 :15, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen .
28 :14; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrate d
believers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when th e
Iasi of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall hav e
been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring al l
together in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled
with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and me n
throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in th e
fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death fo r
every man," "a ransom for all," and will he "the true light which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world," "in due time . "
—bleb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim. 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord ,
"see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," an d
share his glory as his joint-heir .—1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom .
8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of th e
saints for the furture work of service to develop in herself ever y
grace ; to he God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to b e
the kings and priests in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24:14 ;
Rev 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge
and opportunity to he brought to all by Christ's millennial king-
dom—the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the will-
ing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorifie d
church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :
19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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