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The Hope of the Church

“—~That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord,
‘see Him as He is,’ be a ‘partaker of the divine nature,’ and share
His glory as His joint-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:27;

2 Peter 1:4"—“To Us the Scnptures Clearly Teach ?

(See

outside back cover.)

WITH few exceptions Christians
from the days of the early church
until now have entertained the
hope of attaining a spiritual, or
heavenly reward after death. What
is it like in heaven? and what are
the characteristics of a spirit be-
ing? We don’t know! John says
that it does not yet appear what we
shall be, except that we know we
shall be like Christ, and see Him
as He is. (1 John 3:2.) John knew
what Jesus was like as a man be-
cause he spent considerable time
with Him. John, indeed, was very
close to the Master., But John
knew that Jesus had experienced a
change of nature in the resurrec-
tion, that He was now a glorious
divine being—having been put to
death flesh but made alive in the
Spirit.

John realized, even as did Paul,
that Christians can no longer know
Christ after the flesh, (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17), that their hope of seeing
Him, is to be made like Him, and

to share His glory. So we have the
promise that if faithful we shall
bear the image of the heavenly,
glorified Christ. (1 Corinthians
15:49.) This is indeed a glorious
hope. Paul considered that no cost
was too great for such a wondrous
prize. He gladly set aside earthly
advantages of all kinds, considering
them all as loss and dross, if by
any means he could attain that to
which he had been called.—Philip~
pians 3:7-11.

But the Christian’s rejoicing in
this glorious hope is increased by
the knowledge that the remainder
of mankind is to have an opportu~
nity of attaining everlasting life as
human beings upon the earth. It is
a selfish joy, indeed, that is at the
expense of others. But the Chris-
tian’s joy in his glorious hope of
joint-heirship with Christ is en-
hanced by realizing that he will
have the opportunity of helping to
bestow blessings of life and happi-
ness upon others. (Continued.)
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ONE RELIGION

“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth in
that day there shall be one Lord, and His name one.”
Zechariah 14:9.

HE bombing of Rome, fol-
lowed by the ousting of
Benito Mussolini as Dictator of
Italy and the collapse of the
Fascist party brought that an-
cient hub of the old Roman Em-
pire more than ever into the
public eye. It was at first hoped
that Badoglio, the new head of
the government under King Vic-
tor Emanuel, would ask for
peace on the unconditional sur-
render terms of the United Na-
tions, but he didn’t. He wanted
Italy neutralized to save that
fair land, the cradle of nominal
churchianity, from the inevitable
devastation resulting from its
being the battle ground where a
life-and-death struggle bhetween
the forces of Germany and the
United Nations would be fought.
As students of the Bible, our
chief interest in this develop-
ment is not so much its political
or nationalistic implications, al-

though these are not without
interest to those watching the
fulfilment of prophecy. Nor is it
possible to determine now what
religious repercussions will fol-
low in the wake of Italy’s inva-
sion by the United Nations and
the attempted defense put up by
German troops. However, the
historical background of Italy,
and especially Rome, does make
anything that happens there of
interest to Christians,

The teachings of Christianity
reached Rome in the days of the
Primitive church. While there is
no definite historical proof, ei-
ther sacred or secular, that the
Apostle Peter ever visited Rome,
yet we know that the Apostle
Paul did. In fact, Paul was twice
imprisoned in Rome, his second
imprisonment terminating in
déath. This was in the days of
the Pagan Roman Empire. As
Christianity spread and its ad-
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herents became more numerous,
some of the church’s worldly-
minded leaders sought the favor
of the state, ‘'and finally Rome
adopted what was by then an
apostate Christianity as the offi-
cial religion of the state, and Pa-
gan Rome became Papal Rome—
the “Holy Roman Empire.”

For a thousand years and
more-—the Papal Millennium——
Rome ruled Christendom in to-
talitarian style, politically and
religiously. During all those
hundreds of years there was but
one recognized church in Eu-
rope. But it didn’t last—it
couldn’t, because it was a unity
enforced by the sword and by
the tortures of the so-called Holy
Inquisition. :

Gradually Protestantism be-
gan to assert itself, and the pro-
fessed church of Christ became
divided. Protestant sects sprang
into being in appalling numbers.
About the middle of the 19th
century an effort was made to
halt this dividing up process by
the formation of the Evangelical
Alliance of the Protestant
churches. Thru this alliance the
larger Protestant sects gave a
measure of recognition to each
other, agreeing that the mem-
bers of any one of them had as
good a chance to be saved as the
members of any of the others.
In a sense it was an agreement
to disagree.

History reli-

records many

gious unity movements, all of
which have failed. One of the
earliest of these was initiated by
the decree of King Nebuchad-
nezzar of Babylon. He had an
image erected as a symbol of the
unity he hoped to establish in
his realm, and commanded that
all, especially the leaders of the
people, should bow down and
worship it. This was an ancient
prototype of the later church-
state systems of worship sym-
bolically described inthe Apoca-
lypse as spiritual Babylon, and
from which God’s true people
are invited to separate them-
selves.——Revelation 18:4.

Tte three Hebrews, Meshach,
Shadrach and Abednego, serv-
ants of God in Nebuchadnezzar’s
day, refused to bow the knee to
Nebuchadnezzar’'s image, just as
thousands thruout this age have
refused to worship God thru the
spiritually impure systems of
church and state.

All the unity movements of
history, however, have not been
initiated by heathen nations.
An ambitious effort to unify
religious worship (more recent
than the Evangelical Alliance)
was the Parliament of Religions
which convened in Chicago, Ill.,
in the summer of 1893. The pur-
pose of this Parliament of Reli-
gions was set forth in the theme
announced for discussion on the
last day of the assembly, namely,
“the religious union of the whole
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human family”’-——a more ambi-
tious plan than that of the Evan-
gelical Alliance. This religious
union was to be accomplished
thru the recognition of “the ele-
ments of perfect religion as set
forth in the different faiths.”

The Parliament was widely
publicized, yet now, fifty years
later, the world still remains re-
ligiously divided.

PRESENT EFFORTS

The tragedies of the second
world war in a generation, plus
the rapid growth of irreligion,
particularly in Russia and other
parts of Europe, have again
awakened the consciousness of
outstanding church leaders of
the world to the need of a solid
front against growing evils, if
organized religion is to be saved.
Hence another unity movement
ison foot. Archbishop MeNicho-
las of Cincinnati, is reported as
saying that the “danger of world
chaos after the war should be
anticipated now and churchmen
should build a strong front a-
gainst irreligion which is the
source of practically all our cur-
rent. troubles.”

According to Religious News
Service, “Churches want con-
crete representation at the fu-
ture peace conference and are
currently considering at least
three proposals by which reli-
gion can make its influence felt
in shaping the post-war order.”

Religious News Service also re-
ports that some Roman Catholic
circles are suggesting that Pope
Pius be invited to participate in
peace table negotiations.

Jewish religious circles are
also making their voice heard in
this unity movement. The Rab-
binical Assembly of America has
authorized the appointment of a
special committee to cooperate
with other religious groups to
the end that the voice of organ-
ized religion in the world may
be heard in a recognized official
capacity at the post-war pecace
conference.

Rev. Francis J. L. Beckman,
Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Dubuque, Iowa, has said, “We
join the Holy Father in praying
that all men of good will collabo-
rate ever more closely together
in achieving during these diffi-
cult days an intimate, fruitful,
effective, and practical meeting
of minds on every phase of the
forthcoming peace.”

We should assume that all of
these various unity efforts are
promoted by sincere motives to
safeguard the well-being of man-
kind. Certainly, if organized re-
ligion, by having a voice at the
forthcoming peace conference,
could so influence the terms of
peace as to make future war im-
possible, there would be few to
raise a voice against it. While
it is hoped that the intolerance
of the past, displayed by those
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in positions of religious author-
ity, might not now he repeated,
yet it is well that Christians be
on guard against any and all en-
croachments upon their religious
liberty which could follow in the
wake of any unified efforts be-
tween church and state.
Religious convictions and emo-
tions play odd pranks with hu-
man reasoning. NelLuchadnezzar
felt fully justiiied in demanding
universal worship of his image,
and was willing to cast into the
fiery furnace all those who did
not bow the knee. Papacy, as
we have seen, did not hesitate to
burn at the stake those who re-
fused to subscribe to its man-
dates. The Anglican church-

state system of Great Britaindid

the same until modern times.
Indeed, many of the founding
fathers of America came to these
shores to escape persecution in
Europe by misguided worship-
ers of God.

Protestant church systems,
tho in many instances lacking
civil power, have not hesitated
to anathematize those who didn’t
agree with them.. While we
thank God that such cruel reli-
glous persecution is a thing of
the past, we should not be too
sure. It would be one of the
ironies of history if, after fight-
ing for religious freedom, the
peoples of the world should find
they were not religiously free.

Poor man! TFallen and im-

perfect tho he is, it is a tribute
to his courage that he continues
to do the best he can to rule him-
self. In the face of chaos, polit-
ical and religious, he still cour-
ageously plans for, and will un-
dertake to build, a brave new
world. Jesus, the Founder of
Christianity, however, had a dif-
ferent idea, to which He gave
vivid expression by using the
illustretion that a wise man does
not pul new wine in old bottles,
nor new patches on old gar-
ments. ’

The best man can do is to put
his new ideas into the old frame-
work of selfishness. He may do
a fairly good job of patching up
the old order and cail it new,
but the fabric of human self-
ishness upon which the patches
are stuck will again give way,
with the certainty that man’s so-
called new order will be more
chaotic than the old one.

This brings us back to Chris-
tian fundamentals, namely, that
it is the God of heaven who will
set up a Kingdom, not by enlist-
ing the aid of outmoded and
hopelessly divided organizations
formed by man, but by ignoring
them. While the rulers take
counsel together and proclaim a
confederacy, ‘“He who sitteth
in the heavens shall laugh.”—
Psalms 2:1-9.

God has His own King to ad-
minister the affairs of His King-
dom, hence, regardless of how
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successful the sincere efforts of
world religionists may now be
to delay the final failure of hu-
man wisdom, the true followers
of the Master will continue to
lay down their lives in His serv-
ice, inspired with the hope of
- living and reigning with Him.
They know that Christ’s King-
dom is not to be established thru
any effort of the church nomi-
nal courting the favor of civil
powers, either at peace confer-
ences or otherwise.

Following the first World War
the League of Nations was en-
thusiastically hailed by many
churchmen as the political ex-
pression of God’s Kingdom on
earth. What a Kingdom! And
how miserably it failed. Chris-
tians today realize that any simi-
lar effort to establish Christ’s
Kingdom following this war will
also fail, even as the union of
church and state failed to main-
tain peace during the Dark
Ages.

The chaotically divided con-
dition of the world’s religions is
not due to a desire of the people
to have it so, as present unity
efforts indicate. To the extent
that religious worshipers use
their reason, they must realize
that, after all, there can be but
one true God and Creator of the
universe. Regardless of one’s
faith, however, he hopes that his
conception of God is the true
one, even tho he is unable to

prove to his own satisfaction, or
to the satisfaction of others, why
the other fellow’s God is false.
Long centuries ago, when the
Apostle Paul visited Athens, he
found the people of that ancient
Grecian city worshiping a multi-
plicity of gods, evidently with
the hope that among all that
great number one at least would
be the true God. However, just
in case the fertility of their hu-
man reasoning had, despite all
their efforts, failed to conceive
the real God, Paul found that
they had an image erected and
ascribed to the “unknown God.”
In the apostle’s sermon on
Mars’ Hill, he calls attention to
the many gods worshiped by the
Athenians, and points out that
he was there to reveal to them
the unknown God whom they
ignorantly worshiped. He as-
sured the Athenians, neverthe-
less, that their ignorance and the
ignorance of mankind in general
concerning God was not to be
lasting, nor was it to result to
their eternal disadvantage, for
he declared, their unknown God
purposed. a future time of en-
lightenment and judgment to be
supervised by Jesus Christ.
Isaiah .26:9 shows that when
the judgments of the Lord are
abroad in the earth the inhabi-
tants of the world will learn
righteousness. ’
Zephaniah 3:8, 9, also gives
us the assurance of a time com-
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ing when a pure, that is un-
mixed, message of truth will go
out to all peoples, resulting in
their all calling upon the name
of the Lord to serve Him with
“one consent.” Yes, there is a
time coming when but one re-
ligion will be enthroned in the
hearts of all mankind, a religion
based upon a knowledge of the
glory of God. This subject is
of immediate concern today
because the prophecies show
clearly that the attaining of such
a desirable religious set-up in
the world follows closely the
present distress of nations.
Our text further affirms the
fact that under the administra-
tion of Christ’s Kingdom there
will be a universality of reli-
gious thot and devotion, and that

all mankind will worship the
one true God. Yes, “The Lord
shall be King over all the earth:
in that day there shall he one
Lord, and His name one.” (Zech-
ariah 14:11.) Zechariah’s proph-
ecy indicates that the earthly
headquarters of Messiah’s King-
dom will be at Jerusalem, and
that the people .of all nations
will be required to recognize
the authority emanating from
there. An iron-rod rule will
compel obedience at first, but
thru a divinely arranged pro-
gram of education the people
will learn to love their God and
Benefactor, and will rejoice in
the blessings that become theirs
as they worship Him in spirit
and in truth—the only kind of
worship He accepts. Isaiah 25:9.

REQUF

Christianity’s Fair Garden

The late B. C. Moomaw, noted elder in the Dunkard Church
of Virginia, referring to the doctrine of eternal torment for the
wicked, said, “I have often wondered whose unhallowed hand
transplanted this pagan horror into the fair garden of Chris-

tianity.”

Many others have wondered about this, and thou-
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THE NEW CREATION

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before or-
dained that we should walk in them.”’—
Ephesians 2:10.

UR text is one of a num-

ber of Scriptures which in-
dicate that the church of this
Gospel Age is, from God’s stand-
point, a new creation. Its mem-
bers are specifically mentioned
by the Apostle Paul as being
“new creatures”’—"If any man
be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed a-
way; behold, all things are be-
come new.”’—2 Corinthians 5:17;
Gal. 6:15.

Bach one who finally attains
membership in the glorified
church of Christ will have ex-
perienced a complete change of
nature. Qriginally they were
members of the human race,
created “of the earth, earthy.”
(1 Cor. 15:47.) God’s plan for
the fallen race is to restore its
membkers as earthly creatures to

human perfection, but to those
who qualify as members of the
church of Christ, God has prom-
ised a change of nature to the
spiritual, or heavenly. Paul
writes, “As we have borne the
image of the earthy, we shall
also bear the image of the heav-

enly.”—1 Corinthians 15:49.
Jesus, the Head of the church
which is His body, Himself be-
came a new creature, and ex-
perienced a change of nature
from human to divine at the time
of His resurrection. (Eph. 1:22,
23; Col. 1:18; 2 Cor. 5:16; 3:17;
1 Pet. 3:18.) As such, He is re-
ferred to in the Scriptures as the
“last Adam,” or the ‘“second
man.” The apostle says that “the
first man is of the earth, earthy;
the second man is the Lord from
heaven.” (1 Corinthians 15:45-
7
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47) And while it is impossible
for our finite minds to compre-
hend the qualities and abilities
of a divine being, yet the prom-
ise is that if faithful we will, in
the resurrection, be like Christ:
“Beloved, now are we the sons
of God, and it doth not yet ap-
pear what we shall be: but we
know that, when He shall ap-
pear, we shall be like Him; for
we shall see Him as He is.”—
1 John 3:2.

THE BEGINNING OF CREATION

Our Lord Jesus, long before
He became man, is Scripturally
said to have been “the beginning
of the creation of God.” (Reve-
lation 3:14.) The Scriptures also
declare that this “Only Begotten
of the Father” was the Creator’s
agent in all the remainder of the
creative work. (John 1:1-4,14;
Col. 1:16.) On this point Paul
testifies: “And He is before all
things, and by Him all things
consist. And He is the Head of
the body, the church: who isthe
beginning, the firstborn from
the dead; that in all things He
might have the preeminence.”—-
Colossians 1:17, 18.

The Scriptures show a pro-
gressive development in the
creative work of God accom-
plished by and thru His beloved
Son—*‘cherubims,” “seraphims,”
“angels,” are the Scriptural
terms used to indicate the va-
rious orders of spirit beings.

However, the work of God in
the church, Head and body,, as
a new creation, is entirely sep-
arate and distinct from the an-
gelic orders of creation and
from man.

The bringing forth of God’s
new creation is not predicated
on the idea that God was not
satisfied with previous orders of
His intelligent creation, for there
is every reason to believe that
that the Heavenly Father was
pleased with these, because the
Scriptures say that “His work
is perfect.” (Deuteronomy 32:4.)
True, God’s earthly creatures
{ell into sin and lost the right to
live, but His redemptive pro-
gram thru Christ calls for hu-
man restitution to the original
perfection in which man was
created. Instead of being dissat-
isfied with man as an earthly
creature, God’s plan to restore
him to life upon the earth proves
that the Creator was well pleased
with His human creation, and is
willing to go to great lengths in
order to save him from the re-
sult of his own wrong-doing.

All around us we see great va-
riety represented in the creative
works of God. It was not dis-
satisfaction with the rose that
lead to the production of the
carnation or the pansy, but the
varieties in form and beauty and
in odor afford us a measure of
understanding of the length and
breadth and height and depth
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of the divine mind. Diversity in
beauty and perfection are thus
expressed in the various forms
and patterns and colors of divine
creation and withal a harmoni-
ous blending. .

From this standpoint, we can
also see that however many va-
rieties of creation there may be
in God’s universe, there is no
valid reason for jealousies to
arise between them. Each va-
riety is perfect on its own plane,
and in its own sphere, and is sat-
isfied to the full with its own
condition, and, indeed, really
prefers its own state to that of
another. Just as a fish does not
desire to become a bird, so men
and angels normally do not long
for a change of nature, despite
the fact that nominol churchi-
anity has taught its devotees to
sing,

“I want to be an angel!

And with the angels stand,
A crown upon my forehead
And a harp within my hand.”

The reason for such Scriptur-
ally unwarranted and irrational
sentiments by otherwise sensible
persons is because of the erro-
neous theory that becoming an
angel is the only means of es-
cape from an eternity of torture
in a fiery hell. There are no
Scriptures which authorize any
human being to entertain hope
of ever hecoming an angel. God’s
promises to those who qualify

for membership in His new crea-
tion hold out the hope of attain-
ing to the divine plane of exist-
ence, which is far above angels
and principalities and powers.
~2 Peter 1:4; Ephesians 1:18-
21; Hebrews 1:13; Col. 3:1.

The reason prospective mem-
bers of the true church are urged
to set their affections on heav-
enly things is not because of dis-
satisfaction with the fact that
they were born human beings,
but because they are called of
God to be partners with His Son
in the great work of restoring
mankind to life upon the earth
during the coming “times of res-
titution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all
His holy prophets since the
world began.” (Acts 3:21.)
This special invitation is de-
scribed in Hebrews 3:1asaheav--
enly calling. In Philippians 3:
8-14, it is said to be a “high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus,” and
is described as a great “prize,”
obtainable upon the basis of will-
ingness to suffer and die with
Jesus.

GOD’S INTELLIGENT CREATURES
TESTED

All of God’s intelligent crea-
tures are subjected to tests by
which they prove their worthi-
ness of everlasting life. With
men and angels, this test came
after they were created. In the
Genesis account of creation con-
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siderable detail is given with re-
spect to the manner in which this
test came upon our first parents
in the Garden of Eden. Man
failed under the test, and was
sentenced to death. Thru a pro-
vision of God’s love in arranging
for a Redeemer, all of Adam’s
children are yet to have an op-
portunity to demonstrate their
loyalty to God, and thereby at-
tain life. Only a comparatively
few of eartl’s inhabitants have
had such an opportunity in this
life span—and they have been
‘the called of God.

But with God’s new creation,
the triol for worthiness comes
first. God has purposed that
those who qualify are to become
partakers of His own glory and
immortality. (Romans 2:7; 5:2.)
He was determined, therefore,
that none should be created to
so high a station until first he
shall have demonstrated to the
utmost his complete fidelity to
Him under the trying circum-
stances of suffering and death.
Even Jesus, the Head of the new
creation class, altho always
pleasing to the Father, neverthe-
less was obligate dto learn “obe-
dience by the things which He
suffered” before He was exalted
to the right hand of the Majesty
on high.—Hebrews 2:10; 5:8.

One of the most important ele-
ments of the divine nature is im-
mortality, which means a death-
proof condition. We con read-

ily see, then, that to have cre-
ated any beings on the divine
plane, thus constituting them
death-proof before they were
thoroly tested as to their loyalty
to God’s principles of righteous-
ness, would have meant that had
any failed to come up to the re-
quired standard’ they would
thereby become ‘immortal trans-
gressors. Their continued ex-
quired standard, they would
have been so many blemishes
forever to mar the otherwise per-
fect creation of God, as He in-
tends it eventually shall be.

WHOM GOD SELECTS

~ Prior to the time when God’s
new creation began to be brought
forth on His own divine plane
of immortality, God alone occu-
pied this highest of all natures in
His universe. (1 Timothy 6:16.)
In Psalm 45:10, the Creator and
King of the universe, is repre-
sented as extending an invitation
to those who are to be exalted
on His own right hand and to
become joint-heirs with His Son,

saying, “Hearken, O daughter,

and consider, and incline thine
ear; forget also thine own people,
and thy father’s house.”

The “father’s house” here re-
ferred to is, apparently, the hu-
man house, or plane, of Adam.
The invitation, therefore, is to
forsake human interests in order
to attain to the divine nature, In
Bible symbology, gold represents
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the divine nature, as for exam-
ple, the gold in the Most Holy
of the tabernacle. In Psalm 45:13,
14, the King’s daughter, in ac-
cepting the invitation to forget
her father’s house, is said to en-
ter into the King’s palace in
“clothing of wrought gold.” Thus
is signified her exaltation to the
divine plane of existence with
the Creator.

Ephesians 1: 18 speaks of God’s
inheritance in the saints. The
saints themselves, of course, en-
ter into a glorious inheritance
when exalted to the divine plane
as joint-heirs with Christ. But,
the apostle would also have us
lknow that the Creator Himself
also enjoys an inheritance. The
new creation of Christ and His
church exalted to the divine
plane will, for the first time, give
Him the companionship of beings
capable of entering fully into a
fellowship with the Infinite.

Obviously, the bringing forth
of a pre-tested order of beings
“on the divine plane means they
must of necessity have existed
previously on a lower plane. To
what class, therefore, among the
sons of God on the various planes
of existence already created was
God to extend the distinguished
privilege of being exalted to this
supreme order on the plane of
immortality? Each of the vari-
ous orders of His created sons
were already in His image. All
were so constituted as to be su-

premely happy in their/own per-
fection and estate. God’s im-
partiality would dictate that the
choice be made, not upon the
basis of personal preference, but
with the object of accomplishing
the greatest good, and reflecting
most brilliantly His glory. '
Naturally, His own first-begot-
ten Son, and only direct creation,
would come to the Father’s mind
as the one who was already the
highest, the chiefest of all the
myriads, and next to Himself,
Already He was a god, a mighty
one, thru whom all things had
been created, and who, in every
particular, had shown His fidel-
ity and loyalty to His Father and
Creator. To Him first, therefore,
was granted the opportunity of
attaining to the divine nature,
and its glory, honor and immor-
tality. Paul says that “it pleased
the Father that in Him should
all fullness dwell,” and “that in
all things He might have the pre-
eminence.”—Colossians 1:18, 19.
Jesus already had pre-emi-
nence above all others. He had
been faithful to the exalted priv-.
ileges and duties entrusted to
Him. Having thus been faithful,
He was naturally first in the or-
der of advancement to whatever
higher honors and dignities the
Father had to give. But even
tho a Son, and a most loyal and
devoted Son, He could not be
granted a share in the divine na-
ture unless, first of all, His loy-
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alty be put to a most crucial test.
The opportunity was offered to
Him, and “for the joy that was
set before Him [faithfully] en-
dured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of
God.”"—Hebrews 12:2.

The outline of the divine plan,
and the position of the new crea-
tion in that plan, together with
the selection of the Only Begot-
ten to be the Head of the new
creation class, was all planned
by the Creator from bhefore the
foundation of the world. (1 Peter
1:18-21; Acts 2:23.) God, by
His infinite wisdom, was able to
foreknow man’s fall into sin
without Himself causing it. He
knew also that the sentence for
transgression would be death.
His wisdom saw in this a won-
derful opportunity to test His
only begotten Son to the full, by
offering Him the privilege of
coming to earth and dying as
man’s Redeemer. God also knew
in advance that His beloved Son
would gladly embrace this high
honor, hence, the Scriptures de-
clare that He was “the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the
world.”—Rev, 13:8.

We can see, then, that Jesus
was nat forced to suffer and die
on behalf of the fallen race. Nor
did Jesus suffer any injustice in
making such a supreme sacrifice
in order to render possible the
recovery of man-from death. The

Scriptures reveal, on the con-
trary, that He esteemed it a fa-
vor from the Creator, and that
He would have been satisfied
had He returned to the heaven-
ly courts to occupy the same po-
sition of glory that He enjoyed
before being made flesh. (John
17:5.) God had said, however,
“I have already glorified [hon-
ored] Thee, and I will glorify
[honor] Thee additionally.”—
John 12:28, Vatican MS.

MANY BRETHREN

As already noted, the entire
church, the body of Christ, is
also of the new creation class.
As Jesus was tested thru suf-
fering prior to His exaltation, so
His followers, His ‘“brethren,”
are similarly tried by means of
suffering. . The apostle says:
“For it became Him, for whom
are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons
to glory, to make the Captain of
their salvation perfect thru suf-
ferings. For both He that sancti-
fieth and they who are sanctified
are all of one: for which cause
He is not ashamed to call them
brethren. Saying, I will declare
Thy name unto My brethren, in
the midst of the church will I
sing praise unto Thee. And again,
I will put My trust in Him. And
again, Behold I and the children
which God hath given Me.”—
Hebrews 2:10-13.

As it was fitting that the Only
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Begotten of the Father, the One
who was daily  His delight,
should be chosen as the Head,
or chief One, in the new crea-
tion class, the selection of His
brethren from among the fallen
and sinful race, also displays the
infinite wisdom of God. The
humility of God’s dear Son was,
first of all, displayed by His will-
ingness to humble Himself in
becoming man. (Phil. 2: 5-8.) It
was essential that He have con-
_tact with the fallen race, which,
by His participation in the di-
vine plan, He was to have the
privilege of restoring to original
perfection.

By selecting His body mem-
bers from the fallen race itself,
not alone would the testings of

the Only Begotten be in connec-’

tion with humanity and the sin
and death prevailing among men,
but, similarly, all who would be
joint-heirs with Him on the di-
vine plane would have like op-
portunities, experiences and
testings. In this way Jesus be-
came a pattern, an ensample,
for the other members of the
new creation, all of whom are
required to conform to His char-
acter-likeness.—Romans 8:29.

It will be readily seen that,
under the leadership of Christ,
no other class of beings could be
found so well adapted to the di-
vine intention of ruling and
blessing the world. Their origi-
nal identity with mankind, as

“children of wrath, even as
others,” fully acquaints them
with the weaknesses and imper-
fections to which humanity is
exposed thru sin and constitu-
tional weaknesses. (Eph. 2:3.)
This contact with the fallen race
prepares them to be moderate
rulers and merciful priests. Their
full perfection in the divine na-
ture will qualify them to be ab-
solutely just as well as loving in
all their decisions as judges of
the world in the fuure judgment
day.

THE NEW CREATION’S WORK

The work assigned to the new
creation class in the divine plan
is that of uplifting, ruling, bless-
ing and judging the world of
mankind, as well as the fallen
angels, during the coming thou-
sand years of Christ’s Kingdom.
(1 Cor. 6:2, 3; Rev. 2: 26, 2T,
3:21; 5:10; 20:4, 6. When that
work is concluded, the Kingdom
will be delivered up to “God
even the Father,” who will, in
turn, restore the original domin-
ion of earth to the race which
will then be perfect. 1 Corin-

thians 15:24, 25.

But this will not be the end
of the glorious privileges in
which Christ and His church will
participate. Not only does the
Heavenly Father exalt the new
creation to His own divine na-
ture, but also grants this newly-
constituted divine family a share
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. of His throne—Rev. 3:21.

" We Lknow not what great
work in respect to the future
our Creator may have in view
for the new creation class. What-
ever shall be the future activities
of these, the faithful overcom-
ers, we know if we qualify to
be of that class we shall continue
to share the glory of God, and
co-operate with Him thruout the
endless ages of the future.

The work of the new creation
class, while still in the flesh, is
a twofold one: that is, making
their own calling and election
sure, and helping others to that
end. Their begetting of the Holy
Spirit constitutes them priests,
and under the influence of the
Spirit they are directed to sac-
rifice all their natural human in-
terest, ambitions and preferences.
This sacrifice of earthly interests
tests the sincerity of our devo-
tion, and at the same time, in
making the sacrifice in keeping
with these divine arrangements,
we serve as ministers of recon-
ciliation,

When, in 2 Corinthians 5:17,
18, the apostle speaks of the “all
things” that have become new,
he identifies them as being those
things which are of God. He says
that God has made us ministers
or servants in His great plan
which ultimately will lead to the
reconciliation of the whole world.

Thus we see that in becoming
new creatures, not only our old

hopes and prospects are cast
aside, but we also cease laboring
for that which satisfieth not, and,
instead, go to work for God.
First, and most important, we
work out our own salvation,
while God works in us to will
and to do of His good pleasure.
(Phil. 2:12, 13.). We work out
our salvation by conforming our
lives to the will of God, and a
part of God’s will expressly stat-
ed is that we hold forth the Word
of Life amidst a crooked and
perverse nation among whom we
shine as lights in the world.—
Philippians 2:15, 16.

In the divine economy it has
been arranged that those who
are striving for joint-heirship
with Christ in His Kingdom
which will bless the world with
life and happiness, can qualify
for that blessed future privilege
upon the basis of their willing-
ness to sacrifice all earthly in-
terests now in their endeavor to
tell their fellow-man of the bless-
ings to come.

It is not that we can thereby
earn a position in the Kingdom,
nor obtain salvation by works,
for salvation is by the grace of
God. But God does expect that
those whom He will exalt as the
future blessers of the world will
enthusiastically engage in doing
what they can to proclaim the
only means of completely solv-
ing earth’s problems—the Gospel
of Christ's Kingdom soon to
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come. Jesus did this, and we
are to follow in His steps.

MEMBERSHIP

The test of membership in the
new creation is not affiliation
with any earthly organization,
but union with the Lord as a
member of His mystical body.
“If any man be in Christ,” not
some earthly organization, is the
way the apostle puts it, “he is a
new creature.” (2 Cor. 5:17.)
The step of full consecration to
do God’s will is necessary in or-
der to be accepted into Christ,
but in order to abide in Christ
it is necessary to do more than
merely make a consecration.
Consecration opens the door and
gives us the standing, gives us
the relationship, gives us the
backing and encouragement of
the divine promises. Consecra-
tion puts us in the way to culti-
“vate the various fruits of the
Spirit, and finally to attain joint-
heirship with our Lord in the
heavenly glory.

But to maintain this standing
in the body of Christ requires
that fruits shall be produced.
that there be evidences of love
and devotion. Jesus said, “Every
branch in Me that beareth not
fruit He taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, He
purgeth it, that it may bring
forth more fruit.”—John 15:2.

To have been accepted of the
Lord as a new creature in Christ

Jesus years in the past would
imply a more or less regular
growth in knowledge and the
fruit of the Spirit. Otherwise
our relationship to Him would
be forfeited, and another would
take our place among the elect.
The Apostle Peter says, “If ye
do these things, ye shall never
fall; for so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting Kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”—2 Peter 1:10, 11.

The new creature is to be so
thoroly conformed to the will of
God that he will daily seek to
“put off the old man” with his
affections and desires. (Gal. 5:
24; Col. 3:9; Eph. 4:22; Rom.
6:6.) The new creation is fig-
uratively represented as a new
man—Christ, the Head; the
church, members of His hody.
As individual new creatures we
are to be built up to the full
stature of a man in Christ Jesus.
(Eph. 4:11-14)) Every member
must be complete and fully de-
veloped. We cannot be com-
plete in ourselves, nor in oux
own strength, but in Him who is
our Living Head, His righteous-
ness compensating for our unin-
tentional blemishes, and His
strength being made perfect in
our weakness.—2 Cor. 12:9, 10.

In Ephesians 1:19, the apostle
speaks of the exceeding great-
ness of divine power to “us-
ward.” He explains that this



16 THE DAWN

power is.the same as that which
raised Jesus from the dead, and
exalted Him to the right hand
of God in the heavenlies. Sure-
ly we can put our confidence in
such mighty power, knowing

that He who began a good work

in us is able to complete it in

His own due time if we continue

cbediently to put our trust in’
Him, as Paul so confidently as-

serts in Philippians 1:6.

e Poe)

Master, Say On'!

MASTER, speak! Thy servant heareth,
Longing for Thy gracious word,

Longing for Thy voice that cheereth;
Master, let it now be heard.

I am listening, Lord, for Thee;

What hast Thou to say to me?

Often thru my heart is pealing

Many another voice than Thine,
Many an unwilled echo stealing

From the walls of this Thy shrine.
Let Thy longed-for accents fall;
Master, speak! and silence all.

Master, speak! and make me ready,
As Thy voice is daily heard,

With obedience glad and steady
Still to follow every word.

I am listening, Lord, for Thee:

Master, speak, speak on, to me!

—Poems or Dawn.

A\

There’s a danger of spiritual bankruptey by virtue of the toll
of worry we have to pay when we cross bridges before we come

to them.

The best way to avoid this danger is to take Peter’s ad-

vice to cast all our care upon Him who careth for us.—1 Peter 5:7,



From the Lord

Strength ond Peace

“The Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord
will bless His people with peace.”—Psalms 29:11.

STRENGTH of character and
peace of heart are what the proph-
et is referring to in our text. One
might be physically weak and im-
potent, yet be “strong in the
Lord and in the power of His
might.” And, even tho a Christian
may be suuounded with turmoil,
he can enjoy a peace of healt——a
deep and endurmg peace, the
“peace of God’
human understanding.

But there are conditions attached
to enjoying these rich blessings
provided by the Lord. Some of
these conditions are revealed in
the preceding verses of this psalm.
Verses 1 and 2 read: “Give unto
the Lord, O ye mighty, Give unto
the Lord glory and strength, Give
unto the Lord the glory due unto
His name; worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness.” Here we are
reminded that no matter how
strong or mighty we may feel our-
selves to be, the only proper at-
titude is to give credit to the Lord
for supplying us with needed
strength.

And then we are to “worship
the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”
This means that we should be
wholly devoted to the Lord. If we
are partly for God and partly for
self we are not in a position to
partake of His strength as we
should, and as we need to do in
order to be overcomers.

The remainder of the psalm has
much to say about the “voice” of
the Lord—His voice of authority,
and what it accomplishes. That

which passeth all

“voice,” the Psalmist says, is “upon
the waters,” it is “powerful,” “full
of majesty,” “breaketh the cedars
of Lebanon,” “divideth the flames
of fire,” “shaketh the wilderness
of Kadesh,” “maketh the hinds to
calve,” and “discovereth the for-
ests.”

These various manifestations of
divine authority and power all
pertain to His control over physi-
cal things. The all-powerful Cre-
ator is able to create worlds and
control them at His will, but He
cannot, because He will not enter
our healts to give us the stlength
and peace we need, unless we in-
vite Him and put our full confi-
dence in Him.

God'’s authority must be supreme
in our lives if we want to enjoy
the strength and peace which He
gives. He will not share our de-
votion with another. He stands
ready to help us in every time of
need, to flood our hearts with His
peace; but first we must give up
depending upon self or anything
upon which self may set its affec-
tions. The strength of the Lord
operates in our lives when we rec-
ognize the inadequacy of all hu-
man sources of strength and lean
wholly upon Him. And when we
have His strength we have peace
—the peace with which the Cre-
ator of the universe blesses His
people, a peace that cannot be dis-
turbed by passions within or rag-
ing storms without; for, “when
He giveth quietness, who then
can make trouble?” .



Divinely Provided

CONSOLATION

“Trust in the Lord and do good; so shalt thou dwell
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight
thyself also in the Lord; and He shall give thee the

desires of thine heart.

Commit thy way unto the

Lord; trust also in Him, and He shall bri ing it to
pass; and He shall bring forth thy righteousness as
the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. Rest in
the Lord and wait patiently for Him.”—Psa. 37:3-1.

HILE the Word of God
abounds in precepts and
‘ admom’nons in warnings and in-
structions, and while it lifts high
the standard of moral excellence
-—50 high that in our weak and
{allen condition we cannot attain
unto it, and in our efforts to do
so in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation we must of
necessity encounter the wrath
of all the powers of darkness
strongly entrenched in the hearts
of fallen fellow-men, this same
blessed Word comes to the faith-
ful children of God in the very
midst of this battle of life with
sweet and refreshing consolation.
Consolation! What is it? Oh,
you who have never enlisted un-
der the banner of the eross, who
have never made an honest en-
deavor to withstand the powers
of darkness, to fight the good
fight of faith, to stem the cur-
rent of your own fallen nature’s
tendencies, or to contend ear-
nestly for truth and righteous-
ness in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, what can
you know of the sweets of divine
18

‘Lord’s prophet for your

consolation? 1t is the balm for
wounded spirits on the battle
fields of time; the cooling
draught for fainting souls hard
pressed by the relentless foe; the
soothing caress of a loving hand
upon the fevered brow of a noble
contender for truth and right-~
eousness; the gentle whisper of
hope and courage when the heart
and flesh begin to fail—that is
consolation, divine consolation,
the only consolation that has any
virtue of healing and refreshing
in it. But it is reserved only for
those noble souls who are faith-
fully bearing the burden and
heat of the day; while those who
listlessly drift with the current
of the world’s favor, and of the
downward tendencies of the car-
nal nature, can never have an
intimation of its sweetness.

It is to the faithful soldiers of
the Lord that the above words of
the Psalmist are addressed—to
the persecuted, tempted and
tried. Hear them, tempest-
tossed and fainting souls: they
were long ago penned by the
edifi-
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cation—-"Fret not thyself,” but
“trust in the Lord and do good,
so shalt thou dwell in the land,
and verily thou shalt be fed.”
How strong is the Lord, how
wise and good! His promises
have never failed to those that
put their trust in Him. We may
feel that our efforts to be good
and to do good are very unpro-
ductive, and that the opposition
from within and without is very
strong; but it is when we are
weak-—when we thus realize our
own incompetency-—~that we may
be “strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might.” Let us
endeavor to make straight paths
for our feet, lest that which is
lame be turned out of the way,
and then lay hold of the Lord’s
strength to help us pursue our
course in the narrow way of
difficulty and trial. The fact
that we are weak and lame does
not separate us from the love and
power of God; for “He knoweth
our frame, He remembereth that
we are dust.” He knows that
we have the treasure of the new
nature in earthen vessels, and
therefore it is that, while we
strive to overcome, we have His
proffered sympathy and aid and
the imputed righteousness of
Christ for our all-sufficient ¢ov-
ering. “Trust in the Lord and
do good; so shalt thou dwell in
the land; and verily thou shalt
be fed.” Our food and shelter
will be sure: He will neverleave

nor forsake His own, but will
make all things work together
for good to them.

“DELIGHT thyself also in the
Lord, and He shall give thee the
desires of thine heart.” This de-
light in the Lord is a still more
advanced step in the Christian
life. It is a blessed thing to learn
to trust in the Lord; but it is
when continued trust and re-
sponsive providences have rip-
ened into personal acquaintance
and fellowship with God that we
learn to delight in Him. Yes, it
is when heart answers to heart,
when pleading prayer brings rec-
ognized answers of peace, when
the divine care and love are
specially seen in the guidance of
our way: in a word, when we
come to feel that the Father and
the Son have so clearly mani-
fested themselves to us that we
can recognize their abiding pres-
ence with us. Ah! then .it is
that we begin to delight our-
selves in the Lord. Then, how-
ever dark may be the way, or
however heavy may be the storm
that rages about us, the balm of
divine consolation is always
there, so that the child of God,
tho often troubled on every side,
is not distressed; tho perplexed,
he is never in despair; tho cast
down, he is not destroyed; and
tho persecuted, he is never for-
saken.

To delight thus in the Lord
is to have the affections centered
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in Him; it is to have the heart in
such sympathy with righteous-
ness and truth as to see in God
the fountain of all goodness and
truth, the one altogether lovely.
The Psalmist’ expresses such an
attitude of heart when, personi-
fying our Lord Jesus, he said, “I
delight to do Thy will, O my
God: yea, Thy law is within my
heart.” And again, “O how love
I Thy law! It is my meditation
all the day.” And again, when
he says, “O God, Thou art my
God; early will I seek Thee: my
soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh
longeth for Thee in a dry and
thirsty land where no water is.
. Because Thy loving kind-
ness is better than life, my lips
shall praise Thee. . . . My soul
shall be satisfied as with marrow
and fatness, and my mouth shall
praise Thee with joyful lips
when I remember Thee upon my
bed, and meditate on Thee in the
night watches, Because Thou
hast been my help, therefore in
the shadow of Thy wings will I
rejoice. My soul followeth hard
after Thee: Thy right hand up-
holdeth me.”—Psalm 63.

Such an experience springs
only from the felt consolations
of divine grace in times of sore
and pressing need, and however
great the afflictions or the trials
of faith, patience and endurance
that lead to such an acquaint-
ance with God, there is great
cause for rejoicing in them; for

“F’en sorrow, touched by heaven,
grows bright
With more than rapture’s
ray,
As darkness shows us worlds
of light
We never saw by day.”

When the heart has been thus
centered in God, it is its most
natural impulse to commit its
way to Him. As one has beauti-
fully expressed it—

“We'd rather walk in the dark
with God
Than go alone in the light;
We'd rather walk by faith with
Him
Than go alone by sight.”

And how preciousis the prom-
ise to those who thus learn to
trust in the Lord and go on do-
ing good, no matter how obsti-
nate or fierce may be the perse-
cution it may excite, and who
delight in the Lord and confi-
dently commit their way to His
loving wisdom. Surely they shall
have the desires of their heart,
and no good thing will He with-
hold from them. Their fervent
prayers avail much, and in His
own good time their righteous-
ness, however misrepresented
and evil spoken of now, shall
be brot forth as the light—clear,
cloudless and widely manifest;
and their judgment, the justice
and righteousness of their hearts,
as the noon-day. And even while
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we remain here as aliens and
foreigners in the enemy’s land,
verily we shall be fed, both with
the temporal bread and with the
bread of heaven for our spiritual
sustenance. “Rejoice in the Lord,
O ye righteous, and give thanks
at the remembrance of His holi-
ness.”

But the Psalmist adds ome
more important word of counsel
to the Lord’s beloved children,
It is this—“Rest in the Lord, and
wait patiently for Him.” Do not
make the mistake of expecting
Him to give you the desires of
your heart at the very instant of
your request; to make your path
peaceful, easy and pleasant as
soon as you commit your way to
Him; and at once to bring forth
your righteousness as the light
and your judgment as the noon-
day. He has not promised to do
that. Time is necessary for the
working out of His kind provi-
dences in our individual affairs;
for God works on philosophical
principles and for lasting and
blessed results. So—

“If not today, be thou content,
poor heart!

God’s plans, like lilies pure and
white, unfold;

We must not tear the close-shut
leaves apart;

Time will reveal the calyxes of
gold.”

This waiting, under severe
trial or affliction, will indeed be

a blessing in disguise, if the soul
bhe rightly exercised unto pa-
tience, endurance, faith, hope,
meekness, longsuffering, kind-
ness and true Christian forti-
tude. And it will be in the dark-
ness of these waiting seasons
that the blessed stars of hope
will shine the brightest, and the
bright Morning Star, the harbin-

‘ger of day, will shed His beams

into the deepest recesses of our
hearts. “They that wait upon the
Lord,” says the prophet (Isa. 40:
31), “shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings
as eagles; they shall run and not
be weary, and they shall walk
and not faint.”

Blessed promises! and, to the
praise of His abounding grace,
His saints of the past and pres-
ent all bear ample testimony of
their fulfilment.

“Who need faint while such-a
river
Ever flows our thirst to assuage?
Grace, which, like the Lord,
the Giver,
Never fails from age to age.”

Reprints, page 1839.

“The deep mysteries of faith
are not given to the lukewarm
and the idle, but to those who
are ‘watching thereunto, with
all perseverance and supplica-
tion,” and who make no bargain
as to the way the Lord shall
lead them.” :



My All in All

He was better to me than all my hopes,
He was better than all my fears;
He made a bridge of my broken works,
And a rainbow of my tears!
The billows that guarded my sea-girt path
Carried my Lord on their crest; ’
When I dwell on the days of my wilderness march,
I can lean on His love for the rest.

He emptied my hands of their treasured store,
And His covenant love revealed;

There was not ¢ wound in my aching heart,
But the balm of His breath has healed.
Oh, tender and true was the chastening sore

In wisdom that taught and tried,
Till the soul He loved was trusting in Him,
And in nothing on earth beside!

He guided my steps where I could not see,
By ways that I had not known;
The crooked was straight and the rough made plain,
As I followed the Lord alone. <
I praise Him still for the pleasant palms,
.For the water-springs by the way;
For the glowing pillar of flame by night,
And the guiding cloud by day.

There is mever a watch in the dreariest halt
But some promise of love endears;

I read from the past that the future shall be
Far better than all my fears.

Like the golden pot of the wilderness bread,
Laid up with the blossoming rod,

All safe in the Ark with the Law of the Lord,
In the covenant of my God!

—SELECTED



Accomplished by God’s Word

Soul Purification

“Seeing that ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

thru the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye

love one another with a pure heart fervently.”—1 Peter 1:22.
“The love of Christ constraineth us.”—2 Corinthians 5:14.

THE soul is the person, not
something within the person. To
purify our souls, then, means to
purify ourselves by bringing our
thots, words, and deeds as nearly
as possible into alignment with the
standards of righteousness set
forth in the Bible. Sincere and
fervent love for our brethren in
Christ is the goal for which we
should strive.

While the human race would be
much more degraded than it is if
no .heed were paid by anyone to
the ‘“voice of conscience,” yet - the
slogan, “Let conscience be your
guide,” is not a safe one for fol-
lowers of Jesus. The standards set
by human conscience vary accord-
ing to heredity, environment, and
education. But all these factors
are set aside by the Christian, who,
in turn, looks only to the inspired
Word of God as his real guide in
life—“Qld things are passed away,
behold, all things are become
new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17.) The
Christian still has a conscience, a
very tender, responsive conscience,
but it is enlightened-—enlightened
by the Word of God.

By giving heed to the Word of
God one realizes that no matter
how hard he tries he cannot hope

“and do.

to attain to the perfect standard
of righteousness as God views it.
He learns that he is a member of
the fallen and sinful race, alienated
from God thru wicked works, and
condemned to death. But the
Word of God also reveals that
there is a way of escape from this
condemnation, namely, thru faith
in the shed blood of the Redeemer.
Belief in Christ does not actually
lift us out of imperfection, but se~
cures a covering,.a “robe of right-
eousness,” which, by wearing it,
gives us a standing before God.
“Obeying the truth” involves
much more, however, than the ac-
ceptance of Christ as our Redeem-~
er. Full belief in Him implies the

_full surrender of our wills to do
- God’s will.

God’s will is fully ex-
pressed in His Word, and as we
faithfully endeavor to carry out the
terms of our consecration, we will
not only study the Word, but we
will study it with the view of be-
ing guided by it in all that we say
Thus the purification of
our souls will continue and from
our lives will be eliminated all

_selfish thots of anger, malice, ha-

tred, and strife, and we will find
ourselves loving the brethren with
a pure heart fervently.

& oles

“Let all those that seek Thee rejoice and be glad in Thee:

and:

let such as love Thy salvation say continually, Let God
be magnified.”—David.



But not Contentious

CONTENDING EARMESTLY FOR THE FAITH

“Ye should earnestly contend for the faith once
delivered unto the saints.”~Jude 3.

l""E""I—IE obligation to contend

earnestly for the faith is
one which the follower of Christ
cannot shirk without spiritual
loss to himself. The world and
its spirit of selfishness is no
friend to the Christian, and Sa-
tan, the prince of this world, who
is also the prince of darkness, is
ever seeking to becloud the truth
in the hearts and minds of the
children of light.

Satan is an arch deceiver, and
appearing as an angel of light, he
often suggests to the Christian
that to take a firm stand for the
faith and to contend for it would
mean to have a contentious
spirit, and that Christians should
not be contentious. But there is
a vast difference between con-
tending for the faith and being
contentious. The contending
which the Scriptures condemn is
that of selfishly striving for place
or power among the brethren, or
for our own ideas against those
of others. All such selfish con-
tending, of course, is wrong, and
leads away from the Lord in-
stead of closer to Him.

Among the Lord’s people,
even in the apostle’s day, there
was a tendency at times to fight
each other rather than to fight
the good fight of faith and to
strive against Satan’s spirit of
24

selfishness and the spirit of the
world, as well as the weaknesses
within. The organs of destruc-
tiveness and c¢ombativeness
which should serve the Christian
soldier in good stead, if directed
against his own weaknesses and
blemishes, are sadly out of place
when misdirected against the
brethren over nothing, or over
questions the importance of
which is exaggerated. Those
who are contentious along this
line should remember the Scrip-
tural statement that “he that
ruleth his spirit is better than he
that taketh a city.”—Proverbs
16:32.

The Apostle Paul condemns
that misdirection of Christian
energy which “bites and de-
vours” one another. Such con-
tention in the church is destruc-
tive of that which is truly spir-
itual and upbuilding among the
Lord’s people. But this does not

- mean that we should be slack as

respects the important principles
of divine revelation. The apostle
himself declares concerning his
rebuke of one of the other apos-
tles, older in the Christian faith
than himself, “I withstood him
to the face, because he was to be
blamed.”~Galatians 2:11.

The Lord’s people, having en-
listed as soldiers of Jesus Christ,
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should continually keep watch
that they are walking in line
with the spirit of the truth. It is
to this that our text refers,
namely, a- contention which is
not only proper, but necessary,
for all who are walking in the
light., These are to “earnestly
contend for the faith,” for the
Word of God; for the promises
which God has made, for the
good things which God has out-
lined for the church and all man-
kind in His wondrous plan.

The truth today, even as in the
apostle’s day, is still in disesteem,
and subject to the attacks of the
world and the worldly-minded.
To resist these attacks in the
spirit of meekness and humility,
yet without compromise, is the
duty of the Christian. This is
one of the ways in which God,
in His wisdom, tests the sincerity
and devotion of His people. Ide
desires that all who shall reign
with Christ be a tried people, a
people of decision and character.

Character implies fixity of pur-
pose and intention, a determi-
nation to fight a ‘“good fight”
against every influence tending
to lead away from the Lord’s
Word and the Lord’s brethren.
The theories of the world and
of nominal churchianity are al-
most universally in opposition
1o the truth and to the Lord’s
people who are being led by the
Spirit of truth. This means that
our fight is against the selfish

and Satanic arrangements which
prevail at the present time.

But even in this it is neces-
sary to be on guard, for it is pos-
sible for one to be contentious in
religious matters, even to “earn-
estly contend,” and yet not bhe
contending “for the faith once
delivered to the saints.,” One
might, for example, be conten-
tious over some pet theory of
his own, rather than for those
principles of righteousness which
the Bible inculcates.

For one person to argue with
another on Scriptural subjects
is not necessarily contending for
the faith. In the first place, nei-
ther individual may be arguing
on behalf of the real faith once
delivered to the saints. And even
tho one individual in such an
argument might be holding tech-
nically to the doctrines of the
truth, his motive in so doing
might be other than love. His
motive may be that of pride, a
desire to reveal his “profound”
knowledge of the Bible and his
ability to dispute. :

The contention which God
would approve is an earnest ef-
fort to uphold whatever God’s
Word teaches, and a sincere de-
sire to be in harmony with it.
Such a contending for the faith
is not a misuse of the tongue to
speak slanderously of personal-
ities. In all of our contentions
we should manifest the fruits of
the Holy Spirit—gentleness,
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brotherly Lkindness and love.
Proper contending for the faith
does not partake of anger, ha-
tred, malice or sirife. :

THE FAITH

The essence of the faith once
delivered to the saints is that
wonderful statement of truth
which says that “God so loved
the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting
life.” (John 3:16) Confirming
this, the Apostle Paul writes,
“God commendeth His love to-
ward us, in that, while we were
vet sinners, Christ died for us.”
-—Romans 5:38.

The faith, the Gospel, there-
fore, is seen as a revelation of
the Creator’s boundless love to-
ward His earthly creatures, in
that thru Christ He made pro-
vision for their recovery from
sin and its penalty, death. Any
high-sounding philosophy, no
matter how clearly set forth,
which offers other means of life
and happiness than that pro-
vided thru the redemptive work
of Christ, must be resisted by
the Christian.

John 3:16 declares that the
benefits of Christ’s atoning work
are available to the sinner upon
the basis of belief; that “Who-
soever believeth on Him might
not perish, but have everlasting

life.” This means that all theo-
ries which presume that salva-
tion is obtainable upon the basis
of ignorance concerning “the
only name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be
saved” are contrary to the faith
once delivered to the saints,
hence cannot be permitted to
have a place in true Christian
philosophy.

This at once emphasizes the
importance of knowledge, and of
the fundamental part that it
plays in the Christian life. Tt
means that we cannot say it does
not make any difference what
we believe, that the important
thing is how we live. A proper
understanding of the place
which knowledge occupies in the
Cliristian faith should make us
realize that from God’s stand-
point it is impossible to live
right unless we believe right.
We cannot properly separate
sound Christian doctrine from
right Christian living.

FAITH BASED ON KNOWLEDGE

The Apostle Paul very prop-
erly raises the question, “How
shall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard, and
how shall they hear without a
preacher?” (Rom. 10:14) This
poses the question of how the
Gospel affects the countless mil-
lions who still are dying without
knowledge of Christ and His
atoning work for them. But we
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do not need to search long for
the answer, because the same
inspired writer declares con-
cerning God’s plan for the en-
lightenment of the world, and
the offering of salvation thereby,
that He “will have all men to be

saved and to come to the knowl-

edge of the truth. For there is
one God, and one Mediator be-
tween God and men, the man
Christ Jesus who gave Himself
a ransom for all, to be testified
" in due time.”-—1 Timothy 2:4-6.

Paul’s explanation that the
knowledge of Christ’s atoning
work is to be testified to all in
due time is an important key for
the unlocking of God’s great
treasure-house of truth. It
means that if the “due time” for
the many is not before death,
there is a guarantee that it shall
be in the resurrection.

With this' fundamental Scrip-
tural fact before us, there is
meaning to the words of Jesus
to the effect that it will be more
favorable for Sodom and Gomor-
rah in the day of judgment than
for those who opposed Him a-
gainst greater light. (Mark 6:11.)
There is also meaning given to
Psul’s words in Romans 11:25-
32, by which he shows that there
" is hope beyond the grave even
for the unbelieving Jews who
crucified the Master. Thus, con-
tending for the faith once de-
livered to the saints calls for the
upholding of the great truths of

the Bible which outline a hope
of future life and blessing for
both Jews and Gentiles of all
nations.

THE PROMISED SEED

However, while God intends
to bless all the human race—
all nations and kindreds and-
tongues—the Bible indicates that
He purposed this blessing to
come to them thru the “seed” of
Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3) In
Galatians 3: 8,16, 27-29, it shows
clearly that the seed thru which
the promised blessings were to
come is in reality Christ and His
church. While the natural de-
scendants of Abraham, the Jew-
ish nation, were given the first
opportunity to qualify as the
spiritual seed of promise, yet this
opportunity, in due time, was

extended also to the Gentiles.
It may seem a commendable
attitude to believe and teach
that God loves one group of re-
ligionists as much as He does the
other, and that all roads lead tou
heaven, yet loyalty to the Scrip-
tures demands that in contend-
ing earnestly for the faith Chris-
tians should insist that only in
this one way, namely, thru the
seed of Abraham, will God dis-
play His favor and shower His
lessings upon a sin-cursed and
dying world. God does love all
groups of religionists, and there
is no doubt but that He appreci-
ates their sincere efforts to con-



28 : THE DAWN

tact and worship Him, yet He
has His own plan of salvation
in harmony with which He is
working out His kind designs,
and His plan He will not change
to accommodate all the conflict-
ing religious opinions of a fallen
race.

TWO

Long and heated have been
the arguments as to whether the
redeemed of God are to live on
the earth or be transferred to a
heavenly abode. In reality both
a heavenly and an earthly re-
ward for believers are promised
in the Word of God. To the
rich young nobleman whom
Jesus invited to become His fol-
lower, the Master said, “Thou
shalt have treasure in heaven.”
(Mark 10:21.) In Hebrews 3:1
the apostle writes to the church,
“Holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus.” To
members of the body of Christ,
the seed of Abraham, Paul
writes, “If ye then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God.”—
Colossians 3:1.

To the redeemed and tried
world of mankind at the close of
the thousand-year judgment day
the invitation will be extended,
“Come, ye blessed of My Father,
inherit the Kingdom prepared

SALVATIONS

for you from the foundation of
the world.,” (Matthew 25:34.)
We need only to read the open-
ing chapters of Genesis to lknow
that the kingdom prepared for
man from the foundation of the
world was an earthly kingdom,
including a home upon the earth
under perfect - conditions of
Fdenic happiness. There was
nothing heavenly about that pro-
vision, and when those blessings
are restored to the fallen race,
they will be blessings to be en-
joyed here in an Edenic para-
dise restored world-wide.

In Acts 3:19-23, Peter sets
forth the divine purpose pertain-
ing to the blessing of the world
following the second coming of
Christ, describing it as “times of
restitution of all things.” Resti-
tution is restoration, not exalta-
tion or change to a higher nature,
In Revelation 21:4, where King-
dom blessings for mankind are
described, we are told that “the
tabernacle of God is with men,”
that is, with human beings, not
with angels.

It seems clear, therefore, that
a heavenly reward and joint-
heirship with Christ as kings in
His Kingdom, is God’s provision .
for His footstep followers during
this age. It is equally clear that
the blessings to come to mankind
thru the administration of
Christ’s Kingdom are of an
earthly character—a restoration
of that which was lost because of
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sin, this restoration being pos-
sible because Jesus, by His own
death, provided a cancellation
for the original penalty.

Surely this wondrous har-
mony of the divine plan, reveal-
ing such a glorious hope for the
church, and a blessed opportu-
nity of earthly salvation for the
entire human race, is something
for which it is truly worth while
to contend. By contending for
such a faith, we exalt the glory
of God in our own hearts, and
sound forth His praises upon the
ears of others. No wonder the
apostle said “I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ.”—Ro-
mans 1:16.

THE WORK OF THIS AGE

The general conception is that
the present age marks the end of
divine mercy toward the human
family, but this is a great error.
This age is distinctively one of
suffering and sacrifice for others.
It began with the ransom sacri-
fice of Jesus, and the sacrifice
and suffering continue in the ex-
periences of His followers, who
are planted together in the like-
ness of His death, filling up that
which is behind of His suffer-
ings—Col. 1:24.

The mission of the Gospel in
its present ministration is not tp
convert all of mankind, but to
gather out “a people for His
name.” (Acts 15:14.18)) The
next age, the Millennial age, will

be the time when earthly salva-
tion is offered to all mankind. It
will be then that the entire race
of man will have the opportunity
to reap the benefits of Christ’s
sacrifice—which provides life—
and the sacrifices of His body
members, who are said by Paul
to experience death baptism for
the dead world.—1 Corinthians
15:29. _
Losing sight of the purposes of
God as carried out in these two
ages, it is easy also to overlook
the part which the church plays
in the plan of God as co-media-
tors with Christ in making a New
Covenant, first with the house of
Israel, and thru Israel, with all
mankind, (Jer. 31:31-34.) Fail-
ing to rightly divide the Word of
truth, wonderful promises per-
taining to the blessings of this
New Covenant are often misap-
plied to the experiences of the
church in this age. This is a con-
fusing of the plan of God, and a
dimming of our vision as it re-
lates to the part that we play in
that plan. To contend earnestly
for the faith, then, means that
we should contend as well for
these finer points of truth which
so greatly enhance the beauty of
the plan, and increase the bril-
liancy of the Gospel light with
which God has shined into our
hearts.—2 Corinthians 4: 6.
There are important time fea-
tures also in the plan of God, to
which we should give heed,
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Christ came at His first advent
in “due time.” The time of His
second advent is also definite,
and with the time prophecies of
the second advent are associated
the Scriptures which outline the
manner of Christ’s coming and
second presence, All of these
truths are important because
they all have a part in revealing
God’s will to the Christian. We
should be ready at all times to
give a reason for the hope that
is within us, and to define that
reason from the Scriptures, not
in a selfish, contentious spirit,
but in humility and kindness
and love,

Christians can be firm and
resolute in their belief without

being unkind. They can contend
earnestly for the faith once de-
livered to the saints without sit-
ting in judgement upon others.
Above all, it is important that
we be firm in our beliefs, not be-
cause we may be able thus to
convince others, but because a
full assurance of faith adds to
our own strength of character.
If it is the Lord’s will for us, we
may not be able to convince a
single individual that we are

. right, but if we maintain our

own standing before the Lord,
by faithfully obeying the  in-
structions of His Word, our life’s
work as. Christians will be
crowned with glory.

AW

Until Seventy Times Seven

“TO ERR is human, to forgive divine,” said Alexander Pope.
Christians who are striving to be Godlike, should be quick to
forgive failings of others—not once, merely, nor twice, but
until “seventy times seven” times. The true bhasis of forgiveness

is love.
loved the race.

God gave His Son to die for a sinful race because He
It is natural to make allowances for those whom

we love; and almost as natural—at least to the fallen flesh—
to harshly criticize and condemn those for whom we do not

specially care.

And then too, it is easier to overlook the mis-

takes of others when we remember how many mistakes we

make ourselves.

The only person who never makes a mistake

is the one who never does anything; and not doing anything
is the biggest mistake of all—except it be to stand on the side-
lines while not doing anything, and spend one’s time criticizing
those who are doing the best they can.



HEAVEN UPON EARTH

QUESTION: Will there ever be
a condition upon earth such as
described in Deuteronomy 11:21,
which reads, ‘“That your days may
be multiplied, and the days of your
children, in the land which the
Lord sware unto your fathers to
give them, as the days of heaven
upon the earth”?

ANSWER: Yes. God’s plan for
the salvation of the world thru the
establishment of the new order of
lasting peace and happiness calls
for just such a happy ending, and
we can depend upon it that God’s
plan will be carried out. He as-
sures us of this saying, “My word
that goeth forth out of My mouth:
it shall not return unto Me void,
but it shall accomplish that which
. I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it.”—Tsaiah
55:8-11.

When we look at conditions in
the world today it may be difficult
to see that God really is accom-
plishing anything. Nevertheless
the Bible shows that God’s pro-
gram is being worked out accord-
ing to a fixed plan. That plan is
developing exactly as God intend-
ed that it should. Viewing it as an
unfinished produet and without
understanding what the glorious

outcome will be, naturally it does
look as though nothing were be-
ing accomplished.

It is similar in many respects to
the architect’s plan for a building.
While the building is in course of
construction the onlooker sees
nothing but the rough scaffolding,
and not knowing what is develop-
ing back of that scaffolding, one
could easily conclude that nothing
worth while is being accomplished.
So with the divine plan, man sees
only the rough scaffolding of hu-
man experience under the ruler-
ship of Satan, and from this, mil-
lions wonder whether or not God
is taking any interest in the affairs
of His human creatures.

In some respects the plan of God
is like the plan of a building. When
we think of a plan, we think of
something involving more than
just a single element. An archi-
tect’s plan for a bhuilding consists
of specifications descriptive of its
several floors, and includes styles
of plumbing, decorations, arrange-
ments of rooms, ete. Let us suppose
for example that an architect has
drawn up specifications for a three
story building. Each floor is to be
used for a different purpose, hence
is unlike the others. Naturally the
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specifications for any given floor
would not harmonize with the de-
tails specified for the other floors.
However, no one would construe
this to mean that the architect was
incompetent, or that his specifica-
tions were contradictory.

The expanse of God’'s plan is
from the standpoint of time, not
height, as in a building. In point
of time, the divine plan consists of
three major periods of time, and in
each of these periods, a world, or
order of things, exists. Thru each
of these three worlds, the divine
plan has steadily progressed toward
completion.

The details of God’s plan vary in
these different epochs, hence, what
is said of one period of time may
scem to contradict what is said of
another. In the third chapter of
Peter's second epistle there is an
outline of the three major time
divisions in God’s plan. They are
described as the “world that was”
before the flood, the “world that
now is,” and the world to come,
described by the apostle as the
“new heavens and new earth
wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
This latter will be God’s world of
tomorrow.

The first world came to an end at
the time of the flood. It began with
the creation of our first parents.
The second world began at the time
of the flood and comes to an end at
the second presence of Christ. It
is to this that the Bible refers when
speaking of the end of the world.
It doesn’t mean the burning up of
the earth at all as has been errone-
ously supposed. It is simply the
ending of an order of things. The
literal earth; the Bible declares
abideth forever.—Eccles, 1:4.
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The third world has its beginning
at the second coming of Christ.
The Bible speaks of this world of
tomorrow as one that will not come
to an end. It is a “world without
end,” the- apostle says. ‘This is
something for which mankind can
be thankful, hecause under the ad-
ministration of Christ's Kingdom
a blessed condition of happiness
will be established on the earth
and the people will indeed want
God’s New World to abide forever.

The Bible uses the Greek word
cosmeos to describe these three
orders of things. In John 14:30 we
read that the devil is the prince of
the present world or cosmos. Jesus
did not become King of earth at the
time of His first advent as has been
erroneously supposed. Had this
been so, world conditions would
have been quite different than
history records them to be. In
Psalm 72:8 we read that “He
[Christ] shall have dominion also
from sea to sea, and from the river
unto the ends of the earth,” but
that is future, the promise belong-
ing to God’s world of tomorrow.

This explains why conditions of
peace and good will have not yet
been established in the earth. Sa-
tan is still the prince of the world
of today. There is much evidence,
now, however that his world is
coming to an end. It is this fact
that gives real meaning to what we
see happening all around us. In
the eleventh chapter of Revelation
we are told that-when the time has
come for Jesus to take over the
rulership of earth, it will mean a
time of trouble upon the nations,
resulting in the overthrow of Sa-
tan's empire.

Everybody will be happy about
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the ending of Satan’s world when
they realize what has occurred, be-
cause it will mean the establish-
ment of God’s new world of tomor-
row concerning which the Apostle
Peter says that in it will “dwell
righteousness.” This will mean
changes of many kinds. One of
these changes will Tre with respect
to the enlightenment of the people.
Of conditions in the present evil
world, the apostle says that now
the god of this world, which is
Satan, has blinded the minds of all
which believe not. (2 Cor. 4:4)
But Satan who is the prince of
darkness will be bound at the be-
ginning of God’s new world, so
that no longer will he be permitted
to cause darkness to cover the
earth.

When Christ is reigning condi-
tions in this respect will be quite
different. Jesus is spoken of as,
“That . . . true Light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the
world.” (John 1:9) This work of
Christ in enlightening the world
has not yet been accomplished. It
belongs to the future world when
He is the King.

Another very interesting com-
parison between the conditions of
this world and those that will exist
in the world of tomorrow is sug-
gested by the Apostie Paul in 2
"Timothy 3:12. Of the present time,
he says, “All that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suifer perse-
cution.” But of the world of to-
morrow, we read, “In that day shall
the righteous flourish.” (Psalm

72:7). So we see that the entire
Bible Dhecomes understandable
when studied in this way, but

otherwise it appears very contra-
dictory.

Another case in peint is in regard
to the subject of death. It says of
the righteous of the present time
that they, “walk thru the valley of
the shadow of death.” This present
world is characterized by sin and
death. But of the world to come,
the Bible says that, “There shall he

.no more death.” (Rev. 21:4) The

plan of God has as its great objec-
tive the destruction of disease and
death. When that plan is complete
and the scaffolding removed, there
will be no more deathbed scenes,

no more sickness; in fact, all the

evils that now plague humanity
will ke no more. The death of
Jesus as man’s Redeemer, is what
makes this glorious outcome pos-
sible.

GOSPEL
TEMPORARILY LIMITED

QUESTION: If Jesus came to
save the whole world, why did He
forbid His disciples to preach to the
Gentiles?

ANSWER: While this question
sounds strange yet as a matter of
fact when Jesus sent His disciples
into the ministry He told them
definitely that they should not-go
to the Gentiles. He explained in
this connection that He was not
sent but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel-—Matt. 15:24.

On the face of it this would seem
that the Bible contradicts itself,
saying that Jesus was sent to be
the Savier of the whole world,
while He explains that He had been
sent only to a few of the Israelites.
Here again is found the necessity
of studying the Bible dispensation-
ally. By this we mean that God's
benevolent designs toward the hu-
man race are being worked out ac-
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cording to a fixed plan. This plan
is comprised of the various dispen-
sations and ages as we have seen.
In Ephesians 1:10, the Apostle
Paul speaks of the censummation
of the divine plan, saying, that in
the dispensation of the fulness of
times, “He might gather together
in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which
are on earth; even in Him.”

When we study the Bible from
this standpoint we find that while
Jesus temporarily withheld the
Gospel message from the Gentiles
it was not because of any lack of
love for them, but hecause in God’s
arrangement, a future time of
blessing was in store for those who
did not have the opportunity to be~
lieve during His day. Following
His death and resurrection He
changed His instructions to His
disciples and told them that it was
then time to go to the Gentiles, to
the uttermost parts of the earth.

God has promised that all the
Gentiles as well as all the Jews
are to have an opportunity to re-
ceive blessings of life., However,
if we should try to believe that it
has been God’s plan during the past
nineteen centuries to convert all
the Gentiles, we would be forced to
conclude that His plan has failed.
The outlook is reassuring, however,
when we learn that God’s promises
concerning the conversion and
blessing of all mankind are to he
fulfilled in His new world of to-
morrow, which the Apostle Peter
describes as, “new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth right-
eousness.”—2 Pet. 3:13.

As noted in the answer to the
preceding question, God’s plan is
divided into three major divisions

of time called worlds, It was at
the very beginning of the first
world that God created man and
provided him with a perfect garden
home in Eden. Because of his
transgression against the divine
law he was driven out of that
home—paradise was lost. Adam
was also sentenced to death and as
a result death was passed on to all
of his children. The Apostle Paul
tells us about this, saying that “as
by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men for that
all have sinned.”—Rom. 5:12.

While the first world got off to a
bad start, yet at the time our first
parents were sentenced to death,
God promised that the seed of the
woman would bruise the serpent’s
head. (Gen. 3:15) In the light of
subsequent promises this seed is
found to be the Christ, and the
bruising of the serpent’s head, is
found to be a promise that Christ
will destroy Satan, and restore hu-
manity to the lost earthly paradise.

The flood brought the first world
to an end. There the second world
began and for a period of six hun-
dred and fifty-six years God was
working out His plan thru individ-
uals—patriarchs—the fathers of
Israel. God dealt exclusively with
these individuals such as Noah,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Con-
cerning Abraham, we read in Isaiah
51:2 that God called him alone.
This doesn’t mean that God did not
love any one but Abraham during
that age, because He made a prom-
ise to Abraham that thru his seed
He would bless all the families of
the earth. )

While God didn’t bless the peo-
ple back there except to make
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promises to a few of the patri-
archs, yet He set in motion the
arrangement by which later all
the people of that age, as well as
those in subsequent ages, would
have opportunity to receive divine
blessings. This divine program to
bless all mankind is affirmed in the
promise made to Abraham, when
God said to him, “In thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.”
-—QGen, 12:1-3.

The Sodomites were the Gentiles
of Abraham’s day, yet God des-
troyed them bhecause of their wick-
edness, without making any effort
to enlighten and convert them. We
have Jesus’ words for this in which
He explains that if the mighty
works He had performed in Caper-
naum and other cities of His day
had been performed in Sodom, the
" Sodomites would have repented.
This makes it plain enough that
God could have converted the Sod~
omites had it been His plan to do
s0.

Somentightargue that it is impos-
sible for God now to bless the Sod-
omites because they are all dead.
It is true that human wisdom and
power cannot bless dead people—
but God can. God is able to re-
store them to life. Jesus makes it
plain that the Sodomites are to be
blessed in the day of judgment
which indicates that God’s promise
to bless all the families of the earth
is to be fulfilled thru a resurrec-
tion of the dead.

The fact that the Sodomites are
to be brought back to life on the
earth and have an opportunity to
be blessed is made very positive
in the sixteenth chapter of Eze-
kiel’s prophecy. In our study of the
divine plan for the ultimate salva-

tion of the human race we are not
to think of the temporary cessa-
tion of life as in any way interfer-
ing with that plan. And so, while
God apparently was disinterested
in the Sodomites of His day as
Jesus may have appeared to be
disinterested in the Gentiles of
His day, yet the divine plan pro-
vides for the blessing of all of
these, the blessings being assured
by God’s promises to awaken them
from the sleep of death, in order
that they may have an opportunity
to believe on Christ and to receive
the blessing of life purchased for
them thru His redemptive work on
Calvary.

JOHN THE BAPTIST
NOT IN HEAVEN

QUESTION: Why is it that any-
one so great as John the Baptist
will have no part in the Kingdom
of heaven? This question is based
on the words of Jesus recorded in
Matthew  11:11, which read,
“Among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a
greater than John the Baptist, not-
withstanding, he that is least in
the I;ingdom of heaven is greater
than he.”

ANSWER: It is statements like
this in the Bible that reveal the
importance of knowing something
ahout the plan of God and of how
it progresses thru various ages and
dwpensahons As Jacob lived at
the close of the patriarchal age, so
John the Raptist was the last of
the Jewish prophets and he lived
at the close of the Jewish age, at
a time in God’s plan when a new
age was opening up in which a
different feature of the plan was to
be developed. This does not mean
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that John the Baptist is forever
lost simply because he did not live
at the right time.

God’s premises made to His serv-
ants during the Jewish age do
1ot apply to the followers of Jesus.
An example of this is the promise
to the Jews in connection with the
Law given to them at Mount Sinai
by Moses. This promise was that
if they could keep that Law per-
fectly they would thereby gain life,
that is, they would not need to die.
The Jews failed, of course, to ob-
tain life thru their efforts to keep
the Law and will eventually learn
that the only way to life and hap-
piness is thru the redemptive work
of Jesus.

During the Gospel age material
blessings of life and health are not
offered to the followers of Jesus
as they were to the Jews under
Moses. Instead, the disciples of
Jesus are invited to suffer and die
with Him. The Lord does not say
to the Christian, “Be thou faith~
ful and live,” but, “Be thou faith-
ful unto death.”—Revelation 2:10.

The Apostle Paul speaks of,
“Tilling up that which is behind of
the afflictions of Christ” Jesus
said, “If any man will be My dis-
ciple, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow Me.”
Thruout the New Testament,
Christians are urged to lay down
their lives in sacrifice. Paul says,
“Present your bodies a living sac-
rifice.”—Romans 12:1.

In other words, the acceptance
of Christ during this Gospel age
means sacrifice, suffering, and fi-
nally death; instead of health,
prosperity and life, as promised to
the Jews during the Jewish age.
The advantage of being a Chris-

tian, in view of suffering and trials
which it entails, is the hope of
joint-heirship with Christ in the
Kingdom.

To the rich young nobleman, had
he been willing to pay the price of
discipleship, Jesus said, “Thou
shalt have treasure in heaven.”
That’s where the thot of a heav-
enly hope enters in, Those who
suffer and die with Jesus dur-
ing this age are to live and reign
with Him during the next age.
They are promised glory, honor,
and immortality, not to be re-
ceived now, but in the future, in
the resurrection. Jesus, by His
sacrifice, opened up this entire age
of sacrifice, and thru this sacri-
ficial worlt the church of this age
is prepared to administer the
blessings of everlasting human
life during the age to .follow.

With these thots in mind we can
readily see what Jesus meant con-
cerning John the Baptist. Belong-
ing to the Jewish age he was not
promised a heavenly hope and
joint-heirship with Christ in the
heavenly phase of the Kingdom to
which Jesus referred by the term,
“Kingdom of heaven.”

The Kingdom of God when es-
tablished upon the earth will con-
sist of two phases or aspects—the
spiritual, or heavenly, and the ma-
terial, or earthly. These two phases
of the Kingdom are symbolically
described in the prophecies as the
“new heavens” and a “new earth.”
(Isaiah 65:17) John the Baptist
will not be in the new heavens but
he will be in the new earth, that is
to say, he will, together with all
the prophets of Israel, occupy an
honorable position as an earthly
representative of the divine Christ.
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The prophecies refer to these as
those who will be made princes in
all the earth.—Psalm 45:16.

In Luke 13:28, 29 Jesus tells us
that in the Kingdom of God people
will come from the east, west,
north, and south, and sit down
with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all
the prophets of Israel. In this
promise the expression, “sit down”
has the thot of a pupil sitting at
the feet of a master, or teacher. It
indicates, therefore, that the an-
cient prophets of Israel will be-
come recognized representatives of
Christ as the teachers of the world
during the time of His Reign.

This of course calls for a resur-
rection of the “ancient” worthy
class developed during the ages
preceding Churist’'s first advent.
But God is abundantly able to
raise the dead in order to carry
forward His plans for the blessing
of mankind. In Hebrews 11:35 this
ancient worthy class is promised a
resurrection. The 40th verse of this
same chapter says that God has
provided better things for the
church, the foot-step followers of
Jesus, and that the prophets can-
not be made perfect until the

church is complete.

The better things provided for
the church of this Gospel age is
the heavenly reward of joint-heir-
thip with Christ, as kings and
priests to reign with Him, while the
prophets will have an earthly re-
ward, restored to perfection of life
on the earth, being the earthly rep-
resentatives of the spiritual Christ.
This will be the reward to John the
Baptist, hence we can see that even
the he will be highly honored
in God’s arrangement, and wonder~
fully blessed, yet the least in the
heavenly phase of the Kingdom
will occupy a higher position than
he.

The resurrection of the ancient
prophets and other worthy ones of
the past will be but the beginning
of God’s werld wide project of res-
toration, which, when it is complete,
will mean the raising to life of all
the dead, and giving to each and
every one of Adam’s children an
opportunity to live everlastingly
upon this earth, if they obey the
divine laws. There are no half
measures with God, and all maun-
kind will know this when His plan
is compiete.

We shall never lose our courage if we keep our eyes continu-

ally fixed on Him, and ouwr hand closely clasped in His.

God’s

eternal promises are the foundation upon which oll that we hope,

either of character, or of coming glory, ts built.

foundation!

Let us be faithful to Him, who hath called wus.

And what a strong
Let

us hold the glorious truth not only in the letter, but also in the

Spirit.

Let us hold it in the love of it, because it is the truth, as

well as because of its matchless beauty and grandeur,

—C. T, Russell



| — | s
| .
DIVINE PLAN: 2
MBEREAMN LE
all ol “gm ! 1 N R 4

ey,

THE WHEAT AND THE TARES

“Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw
near Me with their mouth, and their lips do honor Me, but
have removed their heart far from Me, and their fear to-
ward Me is taught by the precept of men.”—Isaiah 29:13.

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages, page
238 to page 241,

TWO sets of events take place
in the Gospel age harvest; namely,
the trial and sifting of the church,
followed by a time of wrath upon
the nominal church and the world.
The latter is referred to in Revela-
tion 14:19 as “The great winepress
of the wrath of God.”

In the harvest of the Jewish age
it was the truth then due that was
used as the sickle of testing. The
true wheat, called “Israelites in-
deed,” were then separated from
the mere professors who composed
the large majority of Israel.

The Chief Reaper in the harvest
of this Gospel age is our Lord
Jesus Christ. This is referred to in
Revelation 14:14: “And 1 looked
and behold a white cloud, and
upon the cloud one sat like unto
the Son of man, having on His
head a golden crown, and in His
hand a sharp sickle.)” The sharp

sickle in His hand represents pres-
ent truth. Christ is now invisibly
present as King and as Chief
Reaper, directing the harvest
work. PR

The first work in the harvest of
this age is to separate true Chris-
tians from the false. This is done
by the message now given to the

saints, showing them that the
nominal church is “Babylon,”
which means confusion. Revela-

tion 18:4 reads, “And I heard an-
other voice from heaven, saying,
Come out of her, My people, that
ve be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her
plagues.” This message is one of
the means the Lord uses in the
perfecting of the saints, pictured
on the Chart (found in our text
book) as figure n.

This class is called “first fruits,”
pnd after being separated from
the tares (imitation Christians)
and the unripe wheat (the Great
Company class) they will become
Christ’s bride and will forever be
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with and like Him.—See 1 John
3:1,2.

The separation of the Little
Flock from Babylon is shown on
the Chart by figure s, which shows
that the church is on the way to
become one with the Lord and to
share in His nature and in His
glory.

What does the figure w on plane
K picture? The glorified Christ,
Head and body. What do figures
t,u, and v represent? They de-
pict Babylon—the nominal church
—going to pieces in the time of
trouble at the end of the Gospel
age harvest. This is to the advan-
tage of the true wheat class.
Babylon falls because she is only
a counterfeit of the true church.
There are many hypocrites among
her members, who have associated
themselves with her to gain honor.
It is to these that the text of this
lesson refers.

What does the furnace of fire
in Matthew 13:42 refer to? The
great time of trouble with which
this age comes to an end. It will
be destructive of the nominal sys-
tems, and the false professions of
those who are only imitation
Christians.

The cross of Christ in the har-
vest of the Gospel age is a stum-
bling block, just as it was in the
harvest of the Jewish age. Isaiah
8:14 says: “And He shall be for a
sanctuary; but for a stone of stum-
bling and for a rock of offence to
hoth the houses of Israel” This
refers to the nominal Jewish house
and the nominal Christian house.

What do the gold and silver and
precious stones mentioned in 1
Corinthians  3:12,13  represent?
They could weil represent the

DAWN

message of the truth and a char-
acter that is consistent with
the truth. They will be able to
stand in the testing time. What do
the wood, hay, and stubble repre-
sent? They represent not only
wrong doctrines, but especially
false character built on those
teachings. This is the t class
shown on the Chart—the “great
company”’ class begotten of the
Spirit—wheat not fully ripened at
the time of the gathering of the
“first fruits.” These lose the prize
of the “high calling,” the divine
nature, but they will be born of
the Spirit on a lower spiritual
plane.

This class is truly consecrated,
but they fail to fully live up to
-their consecration vows because
they are overcome with the spirit
of the world. Will they be disap~
pointed when they realize that the
bride class has been completed
and that they have lost out be-
cause of being so listless and over-
charged? - Yes, indeed! ,This is
pictured in dismay of the
“foolish wvirgins” when they find
out that the door is shut.—See
Matthew 25:10-12.

After they have washed their
robes white in the blood of the
Lamb, during the great tribula-
tion at the end of the age, they
are called to be present at the
marriage supper of the Lamb, but
will not become His bride. By
that time, thru the Lord’s chastise-
ments, they will have come fully
into harmony with God and His
plan. —See Revelation 7:14, 15.

the

Do you have a copy of The Divine
Pian of the Ages?



All Rebels Destroyed

A CLEAN UNIVERSE

“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times, He

might gather together in ome all things in Christ,

both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;
even tn Him.”——Ephesians 1:10.

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages, page
241 to page 244.

THE great time of trouble fore-
told in the prophecies (Dan. 12:1),
will bring about the overthrow of
all humanly constituted political
governments and religious systems
so as to pave the way for the setting
up of Christ’'s Kingdom of truth
and justice. Meantime, fleshly
Israel, represented by figure e, (see
chart in text book) which has been
cast off from God’s favor all during
this Gospel age, will again be re-
stored to God’s favor. Spiritual
Israel represented by figure s, will
also be completed and glorified
during that time.

What will be the position of flesh-
ly Israel in the Millennium? It
will, after accepting the Messiah,
be the chief nation of the earth,
and under the leadership of the
ancient prophets, will be the head
of all those on the earthly plane
who will fall in line with the king-
dom ‘arrangements.—See Zecha-
riah 12:10.

Will the restoration of the Jews
and the world of mankind to hu-
man perfection be gradual or in-
stantaneous? It will be gradual.
They will have to walk up the
highway of holiness. (Isaiah 35:8.)
Sickness, pain and imperfection
will be slowly but surely removed
during the thousand years. See
Job 33:25, and Revelation 21:4.

When the plan has reached its
culmination at the end of the Mil-
lennjum, as pictured in the pyra-
mid on the Chart, who will be the
head of all things? The Christ,
pictured on the Chart, as figure x.’
This is in harmony with Ephesians
1:10—the text of this lesson.

Who will be next in order or
rank after the Christ? The Great
Company class and other higher
orders of spirit beings, shown on
the Chart as figure y. Next will be
the angels. Then will come Israel
after the flesh, pictured by figure z.
At that time, Israel after the flesh,
will include only Israelites indeed.

What does figure w represent?
The world of mankind, restored to
perfection of being, like Adam was
before he fell. How is this gradual
restoration to human perfection
referred to in the Scriptures? In
Acts 3:19-23, it is called restitution.
Will all gain everlasting life? No,
the Secriptures indicate that some
will be cut off during the Millen-
nium. What text supports such a
thought?  Isaiah 65:20, which
reads, “There shall be no more
thence an infant of days, nor an old
man that hath not filled his days:
for the child shall die an hundred
years old; but the sinner being an
hundred years old shall be ac-
cursed.” Every one will be given
at least a hundred years of trial
and opportunity, but those who
persistently and stubbornly refuse
tc make any progress under all

41
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that favorable light and help, will
be destroyed. In comparison with
the eternal life, which every one
who obeys will receive, death at an
hundred years of age will be like
the death of .an infant, or a “lad”,
as Leeser translates the text.

Will there be any of mankind
who will go into the second death
who will have reached mental and
physical perfection near the end of
the Millennium? Yes, we are told
of some who will hecause their
hearts are not right. They will die
the second death from which there
will be no resurrection. Revelation
20:9, says, “And they went up on
the breadth of the earth, and com-
passed the camp of the saints
about, and the beloved city: and
fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them.”

Will this class receive another
opportunity to gain everlasting
life? No, only one ransom will
ever be provided and hence each
one will receive only one full indi-
vidual trial.

How will the prophecy in the
song of the angels recorded in Luke
2:14, be fulfilled? Thru God’s
great plan for the exaltation of
His Son and the church and the
hlessing thru them of all the fam-
iies of the earth by restitution.
Then it will be evident to all that
God’s plan has not been a failure.
“Surely the wrath of man shall
praise Thee: the remainder of
wrath shalt Thou restrain.”

"We have seen that the figure of
a pyramid is a very fitting illustra-
tion of perfect beings. What else

does it very appropriately illus-
trate? The oneness of the whole
creation, which when in harmony
and perfection will be under the
headship of Christ.

What lesson can we learn from
the fact that all the under-stones
in a pyramid must be built into
conformity with the lines and
angles of the top-stone? That
every one who receives everlasting
life thru God’s plan must have the
same spirit of obedience to God
that Jesus has. All must be con-
formed to His character of love
regardless of what nature they
enjoy.

What is one peculiarity of Jesus
Christ as the tried chief corner
top-stone? ‘The fact that this
foundation stone is laid not on
earth but in the heavens. Conse-
quently those who are connected
with this foundation stone must be
“built up into Him in all things.”
They must be controlled by heav-
enly attractions and laws.

When God’s plan reaches its
culmination will there be any
creature left in the universe who
will not be in harmony with God’s
law of love and who will nhot be
praising and serving God? No, “It
shall come to pass that the soul
that will not hear that prophet
will be destroyed from among the
people.”—Acts 3:22, 23.

If we place the Tabernacle of the
Wilderness beside this Chart of the
ages, will we find the teachings of
both to be in harmony? VYes, the
court will correspond to plane N,
the Holy to plane M, and the Most
Holy to plane L.

——000———

When He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?—Job



Divinely Permitted

THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD

“For Thou hast made him a little lower than the

angels and hast crowned him with glory and honor.

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of

Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet.”
—Psalms 8:5,6.

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages, page
245 to page 248.

WHAT does God say in the first
chapter of Genesis concerning His
plans for His earthly creation and
its government? “And God said,
Let Us make man in Our image,
after Our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the
earth.”—Genesis 1:26.

What does this Scripture teach
regarding the dominion of earth?
That God placed it in the hands of
the human race, thru Adam, who
was perfect and therefore fully
qualified to be the king of earth.
‘What was the commission that was
given to him? “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea ... and over
every living thing that moveth
upon the earth.” The expression,
Let “them” have dominion, indi-
cates that the dominion was not
given to Adam alone but to all
mankind. Could this dominion
have remained forever in the
bands of the human race? Yes,
if they had continued to he per-
fect and sinless.

Did this commission give au-
thority to any one man to have

dominion -or authority over his
fellowmen? No, it did not. . It was
to be a dominion of the earth it-
self, so that all would cultivate it
and make use of its products for
the common good. The vegetable
wealth of the earth as well as its
mineral wealth and animal life,
were placed at man’s disposal.

As the race increased in num-
bers, could they have gotten along
without some systematic form of
government? No, they would have
need of councils to devise ways
and means for the wise and just
distribution of the blessings that
were common to all. But suppose
the numbers became so great that
they could not all meet together
at one time to consult one another?
Then they would meet in groups
and elect representatives to act for
them and to deal with other repre-
sentatives for the greater common
good. ‘

What form of a government
would this have been? A Republic.
Would it have worked? O yes,
because if all men were perfect
and each one loved God supremely
and loved his neighbor as himself,
each and every one would be fully
qualified to be a sovereign and
each representative would exercise
the duties of his office for both his
own and the general good.

What was the one condition upon
which thiis dominion of earth con-
ferred upon mankind by God
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could be retained? It must always
be exercised in harmony with the
law of the Supreme Ruler of the
universe. What was the law? It is
stated in Romans 13:10, and also
in Matthew 22:37-39.

In the text of our lesson David
refers to the Kingdom of God first
established on the earth, given to
mankind in the person of Adam.
When Adam disobeyed God and
became a rebel, what did he for-
feit? He forfeited not only his
own life but his perfection, so that
his children partook of his im-
paired life. All his rights and
privileges as God’s representative
ruler of earth were also lost. As a
result the Kingdom of God on
earth ceased.

When Adam was disobedient to
God, was his right to life and his
right to dominion taken from him
suddenly? Yes, these rights were,
but God permitted Adam to die
sradually. Likewise his dominjon
was gradually taken from him.
While the condemned life lasts,
man is permitted to exercise the
dominion of earth according to his
own ideas and abilities. How long
will this last? “Until He come
whose right it is.”—Fzekiel 21:27.

In Matthew 18:11, we read, “For
the Son of Man is come to save
that which was lost.” Does this in-
clude more than Adam and his
race? Yes, it also includes his
original inheritance of dominion
over the earth. This is also men-
tioned in Ephesions 1:14: “until
the deliverance of the purchased
possession.” Why did Jesus buy
mankind? Not for the purpose of
holding man as a slave, but that
Fe might restore to him, not only
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the privilege of everlasting life,
but also his dominion of earth.
How long will the reign of Christ
on earth last? It will continue un-
til, by His strong iron rule, He has
succeeded in putting down all re-
bellion and insubordination and
shall have lifted up the race to its
original perfection, when the peo~
ple will be able to keep God’s law
fully and will be able to exercise

© the dominion of earth in harmony

with God’s law, just as it was
originally planned. Then God’s
Kingdom on earth will be re-
stored, and, by God’s appointment,
the ruler will be man.

During the Jewish age, when
God organized the people of Israel
as a nation under Moses and the
Judges, what form did the govern-
ment take? It was a sort of Re-
public. Was a more despotic rule
afterward established? Yes, under
David and Solomon. This ar-
rangement was in some respects
typical of the promised Kingdom
under Messiab. In what respect
was Israel different than the sur-
rounding nations? In that Jehovah
was their real Ruler and their
kings were ruling as His repre-
sentatives. What Scriptures sup-
port this thought? Psalms 78:70,
71, is one. See also 2 Chronicles
13:8, and 1 Chronicles 29:23.

When was the typical Kingdom
of God overthrown? In the days
of Zedekiah, the last who reigned
of the line of David. God had pun-
ished them repeatedly for trans-
gressions, but this was a last chas-
tisement upon Israel. From then
on God’s Kingdom authority was
not to be exercised in the earth
until the time for the establish-
ment of Messiah’s Kingdom.



His Empire Overthrown

SATAN, THE USURPER

“All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall
down and worship me.”—Matthew 4:9.

LESSON ASSIGNMENT
The Divine Plan of the Ages, page
248 to page 251,

AFTER the overthrow of the
kingdom of Israel in the days of
King Zedekiah, the Israelites never
were restored to their land as a
nation, but they were subject to
other nations and had to pay trib-
ute to them. How long did this
last? Until A. D. 70, when their
nationality was finally destroyed.
This destruction of their kingdom
is referred to in Amos 9:8, 9.

What relationship did the king-
dom of Israel have to God? God
recognized the nation of Israel as
representing His government and
laws, and He was its founder. When
the kingdom of Israel was over-
thrown did all other kingdoms in
power become God’s kingdom? No,
the fact that the kingdom of Israel
was overturned ‘“until He come
whose right it is” (Ezekiel 21:27),
shows that all others are merely

“kingdoms of this world,” and
under the “prince of this world.”
Hence, their claims to be the King-
dom of God are spurious.

Is it true that the Kingdom of
God was set up at our Lord’s first
advent? No, it is not. In Luke
19:12, Jesus tells us “A certain
nobleman [representing Christ]
went into a far country to receive
for himself a Kingdom, and to re-
turn.” When does Christ take His
Kingdom power and glory? At His
second advent. “I -charge thee
therefore, before God, and the Lord
Jesus- Christ, who shall judge the

quick and the dead at His appear-
ing and Kingdom.”—2 Timothy 4:1.

Has God been recognizing the
kingdoms of this world in an indi-
rect way? Yes, this is referred to in
Luke 21:24, where we read, “And
they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away cap-
tive into all nations: and Jerusalem
shall be trodden down cf the Gen-
tiles until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled.” This text implies that
during the period from the fall of
Jerusalem until the time that Christ
sets up His Kingdom, the control
of Jerusalem and the world are
permitted by God to be exercised
by Gentile governments.

Why were these Gentile govern-
ments ‘“ordained” by God? Be-
cause their imperfection and mis-
rule become a part of the great
lesson which mankind is learning
through the permission of evil. It
all helps to prove man’s inability to
govern himself even to his own
satisfaction.

How far does God permit man to
govern himself? In the main, He
permits mankind to carry out hic
own purposes. He only interferes
where it would obstruct His general
plans. “Surely the wrath of man
shall praise Thee: the remainder
shalt Thou restrain.”’—Psa. 76:10.

Why is it that mankind is unable
to establish a perfect government
by his own unaided efforts? It is
because of the weaknesses in his
fallen, depraved condition. Satan
has also interfered with man’s ef-
forts to establish a perfect govern-
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ment by taking advantage of his

" weakness and by making wrong
to appear right. Why is there so
much ignorance concerning God’s
plans and true character? One
reason is that Satan has misrepre-
sented God’s plans and purposes
and blinded the people to the
truth.—See 2 Corinthians 4:4.

Is it really true that Satan has
been working in the hearts of the
people against their God? Yes, we
are told this in Ephesians 2:2, where
we read of “The prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now work-
eth in the children of disobedience.”

Is Satan the ruler of this world
by right? No, it was by usurpation
that he gained control. The fact
that he will be overthrown, shows
that God did not give him authority
to be prince of this world, and that
any power that he has was acquired
through fraud and deception.

How many phases are there to
the dominion of earth, as exercised
at the present time? There are two
phases, the visible and the invisible.
Is there any comnection between
the earthly, visible phase and the
spiritual, invisible phase? Yes, the
former is measurably under the
control of the latter.

In Matthew 4:9 (the text of this
lesson), we are told of the offer
made by Satan to make Jesus the
supreme, visible sovereign of the
earth under Satanic control. What
does-this imply? It shows that Satan
was the prince of this world with
the kingdoms of the world under
his control. Otherwise, he could

not have made the proposition to
Jesus that he did.

When will the two phases of the
“kingdoms of this world” cease?
With the smiting of the image rep-
resenting Gentile rule, they both
will be bhrought to an end. Satan
will be bound for a thousand years,
and the earthly kingdoms under his
control will be overthrown.,

Will the hope of many philoso-
phers of a “golden age” ever be
realized? Yes, it is near at hand.
The Deliverer will be the lowly
Nazarene and His humble followers.
They are referred to in Romans
8:22.19 as the “sons of God.” “For
we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain
together until now.” “For the
earnest expectation of the creation
[Diaglott translation] waiteth for
the manifestation of the sons of
God.”

Why has God given us several
panoramic views “of the kingdoms
of this world”? He has done this,
so that the saints would know why
He has permitted these kingdoms to
exercise their evil influence and
also to show them that when these
kingdoms have served their pur-
pose, and the time comes to set up
His Kingdom, then His ultimate
design of setting up a far better
Kingdom will be accomplished.
Hence, in each of these panoramic
views of the kingdoms of this world,
we are shown their overthrow and
their replacement by His Kingdom
of peace and righteousness.

e § A e

He that lkeepeth the commandment kezpeth his
own soul; but he that despiseth his ways shall die.

—Solomon.
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ISRAEL MARCHES TOWARD CANAAN

September 12--Numbers 1¢:11, 12, 29-36

GOLBEN TEXT: Come thou with us, and we will do thee good.
~Numbers 10:29,

THE Israelites spent nearly a
yvear at Mount Sinai before they
were ready to begin marching to-
ward the land of promise. During
that period a constructive work
was accomplished among them,
transforming them from a horde
of comparatively unorganized em-
igrants into a powerful nation,
with covenant relationship to God.
The Law Covenant was there in-
stituted, by which the nation was
accepted of the Lord as His spe-
cial people. They in turn had
pledged themselves to full loyalty
to the Lord and to all the princi-
ples of His righteousness. All this
arrangement, however, was cen-
tered in Moses, the mediator of
that Law Covenant; he was the
people’s representative hefore the
‘Lord and the Lord’s representa-
tive before the people.

The fact that they were led of
Jehovah—that the pillar of glory
guided their journeyings by day
and the pillar of fire marked and
enlightened their camp by night—
would be a continual reminder to

them of the Lord their God, and
of the covenant between Him and
them. All this, however, would
hardly account to them for the
fact that the route chosen was far
from the most direct one, and that
the judgments visited upon them
for their murmurings, etc., were
severer than those experienced by
other nations around them who
worshiped idols and practised all
manner of sin.

The only explanation of the
whole matter (one which the Is-
raelites could not themselves un-
derstand, because the time for its
nanifestation had not yet come)
is the one given in the New Tes-
tament—that the Israelites were
used of the Lord as a typical peo-
ple, whose testings, etc., were
made to picture in advance the
corresponding experiences of the
church in this age—spiritual Is-
rael. As the Apostle Paul de-
clares, much advantage accrued
to natural Israel, “chiefly, hecause
unte them were committed the
oracles of God.” (Romans 3:2.)
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If il was blessed to be associated
with the Lord as members of the
house of servants under Moses,
how much more blessed it is to be
associated now with the Lord as
members of the higher house of
sons under Christ.—Hebrews 3.

Today’s lesson introduces Ho-
bak, Moses’ brother-in-law, who
belonged to what is known as the
Kenites, an Arab tribe of Midian,
east of Sinai. Hobab had been
with the Israelites, but was now
about to return to his own land,
and we. have two arguments on
the part of Moses to induce him
to remain. He said: “We are
journeying into the place of which
the Lord said, I will give it you.
Come thou with us, and we will do
thee good, for the Lord hath
spoken good concerning Israel.”

What words of faith, and how
humble a statement from the lead-
er of this great people. We note
the utter absence of reference to
himself and what he would do, or
of his authority and power.

Very properly we may regard
this as a suggestion for ourselves
in connection with our journeying
toward the heavenly Canaan.
Those who are with us, friends or
neighbors or kindred, should be
invited along these lines—lines of
faith. Whosoever comes with us
receives a blessing, and in urging
any to come with us we also re-
ceive a blessing, because our own
faith and obedience are encourag-
ed and stimulated.

Moses’ first argument failed to
persuade Hobab, and he then
made another appeal, suggesting
that his familiarity with the wil-
derness thru which Israel was to

travel might be a help to Moses
and his people. This argument
seems to have appealed to Hobab,
and we have records of the Ken-
ites among the Israelites down to
the time of Saul. (Judges 1:6; 4:
11; 1 Samuel 15:6) So it has been
found by the people of spiritual
Israel, too—some may be attrict-
ed to be associated with them by
opportunity for rendering service.

It should be remembered, how-
ever, that there are wvarieties of
service, and that the Keniles were
never invited to minister as priests
at the altar. And so the Lord’s
people should not feel it to be ap-
propriate that they should elect to
places of prominence in the church
those who have not fully and
completely made a consecration to
the Lord; neither should they re-
pel them, but rather be willing to
use each as appropriate to the ex-
tent of their willingness to serve
and cooperate in the Lord’s work.

The last verses of our lesson tell
us of the morning and evening
services during - Israel’s journey.
When in obedience to the move-
ment of the cloud they started
forward, Moses proclaimed, “Rise
up, Lord, and let Thine enemies
be scattered, and let them that
hate Thee flee before Thee.” In
the evening, at the end of the
day’s journey, again Moses' voice
was heard in the words, “Return,
of Israel.”

QUESTIONS:

How long did the Israelites encamp
in the vicinity of Mount Sinai before
they started on the march toward
Canaan? and what was accomplished
during that time?

Who was Hobab, and are there those
of similar disposition among the spir-
itual Israclites of this age?



A Great Man Sins

THE SIN OF MOSES AND AARON

September 19—Numbers 20:1-13, 27, 28
GOLDEN TEXT: Be ye angry, and sin not.—Ephesians 4:26.

Israel’s fortieth year after leav-
ing Egypt was God’s appointed
time for them to enter the land of
Canaan. Moses was in his one
hundred and twentieth year, but
still quite vigorous. His sister
Miriam had died previously; His
brother, Aaron, still lived, but
died the same year.

It was in the spring of that for-
tieth year that by divine command
thru Moses, they assembled at
Kadesh, prepared to enter the land
of promise. But the water supply
was scant and the people and
their cattle were famishing. Mur~
murings arose, and inquiries if it
were not as well to have perished
in Egypt or elsewhere as to perish
there from thirst.

The burden naturally fell on
Moses, shared, however, by his
brother Aaron. Moses and Aaron
went to the Lord with the matter,
desiring guidance from Him, the
real Leader of Israel. The Loird
graciously manifested Himself—
“The glory of the Lord appeared
unto. them.” This glory has been
surmised to have bheen a ray of
light emanating from the mercy
seat in the Most Holy, and may
possibly have been manifest also
to the people of Israel.

They were to take the rod, pre-
sumably “Aaron’s rod that bud-
ded,” which was kept in the ark
in the Most Holy. The Lord par-
ticularly directed that Moses
should speak o the rock, and that
in response to the word, waters
would come forth. On a previous

occasion, about thirty-eight years
before, in a similar experience
near Mt. Sinai, Moses had been in-
structed to smite the rock; but in
this case the rock was not to be
smitten. Here Moses and Aaron
sinned. “The meekest man in all
the earth” forgot himself, and al-
lowed a spirit akin to pride, self-
sufficiency and anger to control
him for the moment. Smiting the
rock, he cried aloud to the people,
“Ye rebels, must we bring you
water out of the rock?”

The water indeed came forth,
the people got the blessing the
Lord had promised, but one of the
most illustrious men and servants
of God there fell under divine dis-
approval. The Lord’s decree was
that neither Moses nor Aaron
should enter Canaan. Moses, how-
ever, was permitted to go with the
people to the end of their journey,
and from Mt. Nebo to see the land
across the Jordan.

According to Dark-Age creeds
Moses was more alive after he
died than before; and even had he
left this planet entirely he could
have tarried long enough to give
the promised land a thoro going
inspection before departing. How
much more satisfactory that would
have leen, than to merely glance

" cver the landscape from distant

Mt. Nebo. But God knew! that
Moses, in death, would be actually
dead, that he would be uncon-
scious and remain so until the res-
urrection, so He permitted him
to take a brief look at the land i;
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a token of His abiding love.
God’s displeasure with Moses
does not signify that he was as-
signed to eternal torment or to
any lasting dishonor. Moses
doubtless received his entire pun-
ishment then and there, before
death, as do all His servants, who,

in this life, qualify for future
service. Whatever stripes, chas-
tisements, punishments, shall in

the future be meted out to man-
kind in general because of their
wrong doings in the present life,
there are none reserved for the
saints, the consecrated people of
God. The apostle explains that
they are chastened in the present
life, that they may not come into
condemnation or judgment with
the world in the future—~—1 Co-
rinthians 11:32..

St. Paul peints out that the
smiting of the rock was symboli-
cal. As the manna, the bread from
heaven, represented Jesus, so the
smitten rock represented Him
also. The refreshing water from
the rock symbolized the blessings
which flow from Christ’s sacrifice.
The smiting of the rock at the be-
ginning of Israel's wilderness ex-
perience was authorized of God.
And so it was necessary that upon
Jesus should fall the rod of af-
fliction, even unto death, as it is
written:  “The Lord laid upon
Him”—the death penalty—‘the
iniquity of us all,” and “by His
stripes we are healed.”—1 Co-
rinthians 10:4; Isaiah 53:5,6.

It is not necessary to suppose
that this second smiting, which
God did not authorize, is intended
to be typical, but it does teach a
valuable lesson. That Moses was
punished indicates clearly that it

was a wrong course. Any denial
of the Redeemer on the part of
His consecrated followers would
signify a crucifying afresh, putting
Him to an open shame, a smiting
of the Rock a second time. Paul
explains that such repudiation of
the work of Christ by those once
enlightened would indicate un-
worthiness of any place in the
heavenly = Kingdom-—that  they
would die the second death.—
Hebrews 6:4-8.

The fact that both Moses and
‘Aaron participated in the sin, and
that neither entered the land of
Canaan, seems to indicate that the
most enlightened members of the
royal priesthood might be in dan-
ger of committing sin, as illus-
trated in the second smiting of
the rock—a sin that would lead to
serious consequences.

If “the meekest man in all the
earth,” after long years of train-
ing and experience, made such a
failure, the lesson to all spiritual
leaders should be an impressive
one. It says to us in inspired
words, “Let him that thinketh he
standeth, take heed lest he fall.”
(1 Corinthians 10:12.) What all
need is humility, meekness, pa-
tience, longsuffering, brotherly-
kindness, love—Iloyal obedience to
God and faithfulness to our cove-
nant.

QUESTIONS:

What was represented by the rock
which supplied Israel with water in the
wilderness?

Why was it a sin for Moses to smite
the rock the second time?

Is it possible for Christians to commil
sin which, in principle, would be like
Moses’ sin?



Christians Profit

ABIDING VALUES FROM ISRAEL'S HISTORY

September 26-—Deuteronomy 11:13-33
GOLDEN TEXT: Righteousness exalteih o uation: but sin is
a reproach to any people—~Proverbs 14:31,

THE Israelites were slow of
heart to believe God’s promises,
and to obey His laws. The Lord,
nevertheless, was very merciful to-
ward them and, thru Moses, sought
to prepare them for the blessings
which could be theirs when they
entered into the promised land.
Today’s lesson is an example of
this. They would need to be
more faithful to the Lord after
they entered the land than they
were during the wilderness jour-
ney, else they would fail to en-
joy the richness of divine blessings
for which they hoped.

There are many blessings which
the Lord showers upon mankind
irrespective of obedience or lack
of obedience—‘He maketh His sun
to rise...on the just - and on the
unjust.” (Matt. 5:45.) But these
are not guaranteed blessings. They
are valuable when received, but
God cannot be charged with care-
lessness when they fail. These
common blessings make life worth
living even with all its trials and
sufferings. And, unbelievers en-
joy as many of them as do be-
lievers.

But God announced to Israel
His willingness to guarantee cer-
tain blessings, ‘“if’ they would
give earnest heed to the covenant
into which they had entered with
Him, serving Him with all their
heart and with all their soul
Many and gieat are the issues that
have been and still are poised upon
that little word “if.” No greater

or more important issue could con-
front any individual than that o
being cn the list of those to whom
God guarantees His blessings. To
the Isvaelites the Lerd said,

“Behold 1 cct kefore you this day
a blessing and a curse: a blessing
if ye obey the commandments of
the Lord your God, which I com-
mand you this day; and a curse
if ye will not obey the command-
ments of the Lord your God, but
turn aside out of the way which I
command you this day, to go after
gods which ye have not known.”
—Deuteronomy 11:26-28.

The nature of the blessings
which the Lord promised to Is-
rael deserves attention. He did
not promise them that if they
obeyed Him they would go to
heaven at death. What would hap-
pen to them at death was not men-
tioned in the covenant between
God and the Israelites. Instead of
indicating that their reward for
faithfulness would be a future
home in heaven, God promised
that if they obeyed Him their
days on earth would be as the
days of heaven.—Verse 21.

God promised the Israelites ma-
terial blessings—"I will give you
the rain of your land in due sea-
son, the first rain and the latter
rain that thou mayest gather in
thy corn, and thy wine, and thine
oil. And I will send grass in thy
fields for thy cattle, that thou may-
est eat and be full.” (Verses 14, 15.)

2l
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Their days on earth were not to be
as the days of heaven on account
of having plenty to eat for them-
selves and for their cattle. We are
not to suppose that the blessings
of heaven are made up of corn and
wine and cattle.

The hlessings promised to Israel
were not to be of a temporary
charvacter. If they kept the Law
perfectly they were to have life—
not temporarily, but forever, that
is, everlasting life. That life was
to be enjoyed upon the earth—in
the land of Canaan. It was not to
be a life of hardship and privation,
but an abundant life. It was to be
a way of life free from suffering
and death, and filled with an
abundance of everything needed
to make it blessed, including—we
might say specially——the friend-
ship and fellowship of God.

Surely such a way of life would

be like the days of heaven upon
the earth. The blessings of heaven
are eternal, and the crowning fea-
ture of those blessings must cer-
tainly be the fact that all the crea-
tures of heaven enjoy the richness
of God’s favor. These joys of
seaven, are, however, the result
of obedience to the divine will
We are reminded of this in our
Lord’s prayer, “Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done, in earth
even as it is in heaven.” When
this prayer is fully answered, it
will be ks the days of heaven
everywhere upon the earth.
God’s dealings with Israel were
of a typical character, intended to
illustrate in part the Mediatorial
Kingdom of Christ. As the bless-
ings to be made available to man-
kind during the thousand years of
that Kingdom are to be earthly,

so the blessings promised in the
iliustration were material. Israel
did not obtain the blessings be-
cause they stayed on the wrong
side of the “if’-—they did not
obey God’s law.

The Scriptures assure us, how-
ever, that it will be quite different
under the Messianic Kingdom ar-
rangements. Conditions then will
be much more favorable for Israel
and for all nations. Christ will be
a better Mediator than Moses,
having offered up better sacrifices;
that is, His own perfect sacrifice,
as well as the sacrifices of His
churchh made acceptable thru the
merit of His blood.

God has not promised material
blessings to 'the church of this
Gospel age, but He has promised
to supply all spiritual needs. But
here again the actual receiving of
these blessings depends upon
faithfulness to the divine will. The
“if” of our lesson is just as much
for us as it was for the Israelites
of old.

God will be very patient with us
as He was with the Israelites, ex-
tending His mercy and love like a
river. He covers our imperfec-
tions with the robe of Christ’s
righteousness, and invites us to
come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help in every time of
need. At the same time, however,
we should not take God’s mercy
for granted, and continue in sin
that grace may abound.

QUESTIONS:

What did God mean by the promise
that the Israelites’ blessings would be as
the days of heaven upon the earth?

To whom does God guarantee His
blessings?



He Believed in Them

JESUS AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

October 3—DMatthew 5:17-20; 19:16-22; John 5:39, 40

GOLDEN TEXT: Think not that I am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.—
Matthew 5:17.

FHE coming of Jesus at His first
advent marked the end of an age,
the Jewish age, and the beginning
of a new one, the Gospel age. While
the work of the new age was to be
different, it didn’t mean that all
which had passed before was now
to be set aside, or destroyed. The
progression of God’s plan from one
point of development to another is
like laying one stone upon another
in a building—each stone has its
place, and must remain unmovable
as a foundation upon which other
stones can be laid.

By fallen human wisdom God’s
plans have been shrouded with
many false theories, and these need
to be cast aside in order that the
light of truth may shine more
brightly, but the fundamentals of
that which God has decreed need
never be changed or discarded.
The degree of light in a room would
not be increased by introducing an
additional lamp unless the one al-
ready there were permitted to con-
tinue burning.

It was God who gave Israel the
Law. It was He also who inspired
their prophets. The lessons of the
Law and the Prophets were there-
fore divine lessons, applicable in
part to the natural descendants of
Abraham, and typical also, as well
as prophetic, of “good things to
come.” Among the things testified
by the prophets was the coming of
the Messiah, the Greater than Mo-
ses. Jesus was that Messiah, hence

it was obligatory upon Him not
only to obey the Law but to be
guided by the prophetic testimony
as well, especially as it applied to
His life and ministry. For Jesus to
have set aside the Law and estab-
lish a new one of His own would
not have fulfilled the predictions
made of the true Messiah.

Instead of destroying the Law
Jesus magnified and fulfilled it.
(Matthew 5:17.) As for example,
the Law said, “Thou shalt not kill,”
but Jesus, agreeing to this, added
that he who hateth his brother
is equally guilty. (Matt. 5:21,22)
The Law said, “Thou shalt not
commit adultery,” but Jesus said
that he who looks upon a woman
to lust after her has already com-
mitted adultery in his own heart.

Jesus further magnified the law
in His epitome of its meaning. All
the commandments, He explained,
would be fulfilled by one who loved
God supremely, and his neighbor
as himself. (Mark 12:33.) No Is-
raelite, until Jesus came, had got-
ten this meaning out of the Law,
much less had any of them lived up
to such a high standard of right-
eousness. To do so would be ful-
filling one of the great objectives
of the Law, namely, to inculcate
the spirit of unselfishness in the
hearts of the true people of God.

Our lesson tells of the rich man
who came to Jesus to ask what he
could do in order to enjoy eternal
life. Jesus referred him to the
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Law, and the younz man cxplained
that bhe had been okedient to it
from the time of his youth. Then
Jesus said, “If thou wilt e perfect,
go sell that thou hast and give
to the poor, . .. and come and fol-
low Me.” (Hatthew 18:21.) Was
ncet Jseus impiving that keeping
the Law perfectly would lead to
just such a course of sacrifice in
the interests of others as He had
outlined?

Upon reflection this would seem
so. For one to love his neighbor
as himself means that he will do as
much to help his neighbor as he
would do to help himself. Such a
viewpoint, followed out to its log-
ical conclusion, would lead any
rich man to do just what Jesus
asked the young ruler to do. Sure-
ly this was a magnifying of the
Law beyond what any Jew had ev-
er seen in it, and beyond what
most people would be willing to
do today.

Jesus fulfilled the Law in just
this way however, and those who
follow in His steps are required
to do the same—or, we might bet-
ter say, have the privilege of doing
the same. Jesus’ love for His
neighbors—the whole world of
mankind—led Him in the way of
sacrifice, even unto death, in order
that the world might live.
“Though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye
thru IHis poverty might be rich.”
—2 Corinthians 8:9.

In order that His followers might
know the real meaning of God’s
Law, Jesus gave them a new com-
mandment, namely, that they
should love one ancther as He
loved them. (John 15:12)) Jesus
loved us so much that He gave all
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He had in order that we might
live, and He admonished that we
should also, in like manner, lay
down our lives for the brethren.
But in following this new Com-
mandment, we are not setting aside
the demands of the Law given to
Israel, but instead, fulfilling the
real spirit of those demands.

This basic principle of God’s Law
will never change. It is the prin-
ciple of unselfishness. There will
not always be the opportunity or
need for one to lay down his life
for another, but the spirit that leads
to such a course is the only one that
will guarantee peace and happiness
to mankind thruout the ages of e-
ternity. There could be no class
struggles; no under-world strife;
no unfair business practices; no
war; and no jealousies in a world
where every individual loved his
neighbor—all his neighbors—as
himself. God has purposed that
there shall yet be just such a ful-
filment.

Thus, after six thousand years of
struggle against the devastating
influences of sin and selfishness,
man, under the tutelage of divinely
appointed ministers of reconcilia-
tion will have learned the wisdom
of the better way—God's way of
love. Learning that way, and obey-
ing it, they will not only find
peace, but health, and everlasting
life as well. What a blessed and
happy ending to the divine plan of
the ages!

QUESTIONS:

Does progress mean the destruction of
true values?

What did Jesus mean when He said to
the rich man, “If thou wilt be perfect?

What does it mean for one to love his
neighbor as himself?



INTERESTING

WONDPERFULLY BLESSED BY
THE TRUTH

“Dear Frank and Ernest: I re-
ceived my valued complimentary
issue of The Dawn yesterday and
promptly sat down and read it
practically from cover to cover.
Since I have listened to your pro-
grams and have read several of
the booklets you have sent, doubts
and questions have been answered
and a peace has entered my heart.
I was reared by a strictly religious
mother and as a child I rebelled,
mostly because I couldn’t under-
stand. As I grew up in bewilder-
ment concerning the Bible and its
teachings, I somehow had an in-
ner feeling about the teachings of
the Bible as you have presented
them. When I discovered your
program my feelings were verified,
and it is such a blessing. One of
your representatives presented me
with the book, “The Divine Plan
of the Ages,’ and altho I haven’t
read it all as yet, it certainly is in~
spiring and hopeful. It is wonder-
ful to read literature and listen to
your program, both lifting up the
heart and giving hope instead of
gloom as so many do now. Thank
you. Sincerely, W. K. C., Minn.”

OVERJOYED

“Dear Frank and Ernest: Just
to acknowledge the promptness of
receiving The Dawn—my first two.
I want to say I am overjoyed with
their contents. They are the grand-
est, plainest religious little book-
lets I ever read. I adore them.

LETTERS

I would not loan one, not a one.
I am just crazy about them. Funny
thing is, I'm a Catholic and never
was religious. But I just adore
the literature. Words could not
express the satisfaction and peace
of mind I obtain from them.
They’re just grand. 1 will always
want them. G. E. D., Mich.”

DESIRES COMFORT OF THE
SCRIPTURES

“Gentlemen: Received your most
welcome card of consolation, and
want to inform you that I think it
a very wonderful idea. Having
lost the most dear mother anyone
could have, I appreciated the card
very much. I am most confident I
will find much comfort in reading
your booklet entitled ‘Hope Be~
yond the Grave,” if you will be so
kind as to send me a copy of the
same. Thanking you, I am, Sin-
cerely, H. W., Mich.”

AN ERNEST

“Gentlemen: I receive a copy of
The Dawn each month now and
am finding explanations, which I
can believe without reservation, of
many things which puzzled me in
the past. In this connection, I
would appreciate receiving a blue
cloth copy of “The Divine Plan’ and
a paper bound copy of ‘Berean
Questions on The Divine Plan of
the Ages.’ Please accept the bal-
ance of the enclosed Money Order
as a small contribution to the won-
derful work you are doing. Sin~
cerely, L. S, N. YV.”

SEEXER
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INDIANS ALSO HEAR

Please send me a copy of The
Dawn. I have been a listener of
your time on the radio, which is
quite interesting. And your in-
terpretation of the Scriptures is
very plain. Yours very truly,
Chief Yellow Lark, Home Mission
to the Indians, Wash.”

STILL REJOICING

“Gentlemen: Many years ago I
purchased the series, ‘Studies in
the Scriptures.” They seemed to
me then, as they do now, so beau-~
tiful and true that since then they,
and the Bible, of course, have been
my only religion, altho I have not
been attending any classes. The
few times that I have heard your
Sunday morning broadcasts have
thrilled me and I rejoice that these
truths are being made available to
all who will hear. Will you please
send me copies of The Dawn? Also
" please tell me of the work; if there
is a class in this city; about the
meetings, etc.? Do you have any
other Scriptural helps for sale? 1
am enclosing check for $1.00 to
cover costs of mailing, etc. Anry
assistance you may give me will
be sincerely appreciated, for I re~
joice with you that this present
evil world is about to be destroyed
and the reign of our Master es-
tablished. Yours very truly, L. H.
H., Calif.”

WANTS TO SHARE BLESSINGS

“Dear Frank and Ernest; Dear
Brothers: Will you please send
one of your July Dawns to my son
in Washington, as I would like to
have him and his family get inter-
ested in your Bible work. I think

it is wonderful. I have so often
wished I could have some way to
have the Bible explained more in
detail, as it is very deep. Now,
since I have heard your talks on
the radio Sunday evenings, you
make everything so plain, and it
is wonderful. I am sending you
$1.00 for a one-year subscription.
May God bless you, to keep up
your good work. F. L. W, Wis.”

GLAD TRUTH CAN BE HEARD

“Dear Frank and FErnest: Will
you kindly send me the booklet,
‘The Jew and the War’ at your
earliest convenience? My Daddy
and I enjoy your broadcasts so
much. They are such a help and
make things so plain to the Chris~
tian who needs and wants more
good news about Bible prophecy.
Thanks a lot, and we wish you
God’s help in your interesting
work. God bless you and keep you
is our sincere prayer. 3. B. R., Pa.”

LIKES DIALOG METHOD

“Dear Friends of our beloved
Word of God: I do enjoy your
subjects of the Bible, mostly un-
touched, and hot explained in the
pulpit. And you do seem to be
endowed with an understanding
that is not general but seems so
fully clear to me. I am an Episco-
palian and have been all of my life.
But how I do love to listen to you
both. One can learn so much by
discussion. I really like it so much
hetter than preaching. And now I
would like to have The Dawn
mailed to me each week or month,
bowever it is. Thank you so much.
I remain, Yours in Christ, L. K. P,,
Pa.”
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STIMULATES THOT

“Dear Frank and Ernest: I have
been listening to your Bible lessons
nearly every Sunday and do enjoy
them very much. I am looking
forward to next Sunday and to
hearing another then. It malkes
you think, and think hard, too, be-
lieve me. Kindly send me the
booklet, ‘God’s New Order.’ En-

closed you will find $1.00 for your -

trouble. M. A. H.,, Mo.”

APPRECIATES THE MESSAGE

“Dear Frank and Ernest: Just
received the first copy of The
Dawn. Not only are its style and
makeup good, but its contents are
inspiring. It expounds the Scrip~
tures in a more logical manner
than any publication we have seen
lately. Hope you may be able to
continue in this fearless and out-
spoken manner. Yours in the Be-
loved, M. M. P., Ohio.”

WANTS TO KEEP DAWNS

“Sirs: Enclose please find one
dollar for which I wish you to
send me The Dawn magazine for
onhe year, as I enjoy your programs
very much. It was very interest-
ing today when you discussed the
subject of the of the Rich Man
and Lazarus. I will hand my
July Dawn to my neighbors as I
am thru with it—but will want it
returned as I am going to save
them all. Yours, C. S. A, Pa.”

REALLY WANTS TO EKNOW

“To Frank and Ernest: I should
like very much to receive a copy
of The Dawn, the one spoken of
today, if I may. The camel and
the needle’s eye has for many
years been an interesting question

to me. My father explained it
many years ago as an opening in
the City wall. 1 will wait with
interest to hear from you. T per-
sonally believe you fill a great
need in answering what might be
called the catchy questions of the
Bible and the ones inclined to trip
up even staunch Christians and
cause them to be confused. . .. I
shall be looking forward to my
copy of The Dawn and thank you
both. From a listener who loves
God and His Word and sincerely
wishes to learn. M. H., Ohio.”

A WONDERFUL STORY

“Dear Frank and FErnest: [
wanted you to know The Dawn is
reaching me safely and how thank-
ful T am to have subscribed to it.
Our radio batteries have gone
down, and we will not be able
to get more. But we are thankful
to the Heavenly Father that we
will get the broadcasts in The
Dawn.. It is a real treat and such
a satisfaction of mind to have the
deeper things of the Bible made
plain that we never hear talked
about. Truly it is marvelous the
way in which you explain the
Scriptures. I have my neighbors
and friends far and near reading.
Yours in the work, F. P, M., Mo.”

WANTS OTHERS TO KNOW

“Gentlemen: I listened with
great interest to your broadcast
Sunday. I represent a Men’s Bi-
ble Study Class which meets every
Monday night for a two-hour
study of the Word. I would like
a courtesy copy of The Dawn
which I will show to the rest of
our members. Thank you and
God bless you in your work. Sin-
cerely, T. H. H,, IIL.”
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“The love of Christ constraineth us.”—2 Corinthians 5:14.

HE love of Christisthelove

of the Heavenly Father.
We could, of course, know some-
thing of God’s love apart from
Christ. His love is manifested
in the sunshine and the rain,
and in the wondrous provision
of all the things we need. Those
who think, see in all these things
a manifestation of the Creator’s
love. But, O, the boundlessness
of divine love that is revealed to
the Christian thru the life of
Christ.

The disciples said to Jesus,
“Show us the Father,” and Jesus
replied, “He that hath seen Me
hath seen the Father.” (John
14:9) Yes, in the life of Jesus,
as recorded in the four Gospels,
we have a wondrous close-up
view of the Father’s love. It is
this love that constrains us, that
is, draws and holds us within its
58

control. And what is the re-
sult of that control? Paul an-
swers, saying, that inasmuch as
we see Christ’s love manifested
by the sacrifice of Himself for
us and for all, we conclude that
we do not really belong to our-
selves, but belong to Him who
died for us, hence should live
unto Him and not unto our-
selves.

Christ’s love, therefore, if we
are truly constrained by it,
should hold us within this orbit
of selflessness. This means that
the moment we find ourselves
viewing life and its experiences
from the standpoint of how we
can benefit the most therefrom,
we are getting too far away from
the drawing power of the Mas-
ter’'s love. A daily check-up on
our attitude should reveal how
close we are living to Christ,
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how successfully we are walking
in His footsteps.

This is a matter for each indi-
vidual Christian to consider be-
tween Himself and the Lord. A
group of Christians, as in an ec-
clesia, or church, can profit
spiritually by noting well the
motive which prompts its activ-
ities. As publishers of the truth,
we of The Dawn wish to be, and
are earnestly endeavoring to be,
motivated, or constrained by the
love of Christ.

To the extent that any of the
Lord’s people are constrained by
the love of Christ, they will en-
deavor to be guided by His ex-
ample in all things. There are
‘many wonderful examples of
faithfulness given wus in the
Bible. We think of Enoch, who
“walked with God”; of Abraham,
who pleased God by his faith;
of Moses, the “meekest man in
all the earth”; of David, the
“man after God’s own heart”;
and of others who were noted
in various commendable ways.
We can profit by following their
example in some respects, but
not altogether—these faithful
servants of God did some things
we should not do. With Jesus,
however, it is different. His en-
tire life is a pattern for our lives,
if we have yielded to the con-
straining influence of His love.

Jesus knew God’s plan far
better than we know it, and it
is well to keep this in mind in

considering the example of His
life. He knew that the king-
doms of this world were all a
part of Satan’s empire, but He
did not rail against those king-
doms. He taught, rather, that
we should render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are His., He
knew that the scribes and Phari-
sees of His day were hypocrites,
and when conversing withthem, -
He told them so. He didn’t go
out of His way to publicly pro-
claim this fact to the world, but
He did tell the Pharisees them-
selves.

Jesus, furthermore, could
read the hearts of people. He
could say of Nathaniel, “Be-
hold, an Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile.” And when
there was guile, such as He de-
tected in the hearts of the Phari-
sees, He was qualified to tell
them about it. If we could
read the hearts of individuals
today as Jesus did, we could
safely follow His example in
dealing with hypocrites. But
since we can’t do this, it would
seem unwise to depart from a
course of proclaiming the com-
forting message of the Kingdom
in order to expose the imper-
fections of others.

While Jesus was holy, harm-
less, undefiled and separate
from sinners, being ‘in no way
contaminated by His contacts
with fallen man, yet this was not
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because He held Himself aloof
from the people, or separated
Himself from their company.
The scribes and Pharisees con-
demned Him because He ate
with publicans and sinners.
There is an example in this for
us. We are to keep ourselves
unspotted from the world, not
by holding aloof from the people,
but because the indwelling
spirit of God makes us immune
to the imperfections with which
we are surrounded. Like Jesus,
we can't hope to bear witness to
the people if we do not come in
contact with them. AsJesus was
not contaminated by His con-
tact with publicans and sinners
whom He wished to help, so we
can keep ourselves separate
from the world while bearing
witness to it.

Jesus knew that the time was
not then due for the conversion
of the world, not even of the
Jewish nation. He knew that
the Jewish nation would not be
converted as a result of His
ministry. Jesus, nevertheless,
zealously performed “mighty
works” in Chorazin, Bethsaida,
Tyre, Sidon and Capernaum,
placing a measure of responsi-
bility upon those cities because
they did not repent.—Matthew
11:20-24.

The Heavenly Father’s love,
which prompted the gift of His
Son to be man’s Redeemer, is
thus manifested in the Son by

His untiring effort to help Is-
rael see the light and repent.
His deep concern is revealed
near the close of His ministry,
when He said, “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under
her wings, and ye would not!”
—Matthew 23:37.

If we are constrained by the
love of Christ, we should have
no less interest in our fellow-
men than He displayed, spe-
cially in our brethren. We, like
Jesus, know that this is not the
time when the world will be
converted. We know that only
one here and there, even of
those who profess to be Chris-
tians, will accept the truth in
this age. We know, further-
more, as Jesus knew, that a glo-
rious opportunity is yet to be
given to all mankind under the
favorable conditions of Christ’s
Kingdom; but if the constrain-
ing influence of Christ’s love
has the same effect upon us as
it had upon Him, we will work
just as hard and sacrifice just as
much to let our light shine now
as tho we believed the world
actually would be converted as
a result of our efforts.

But we won’t do this in the
spirit of accomplishing “great
and wonderful works,” We



won’t do it to make a name for
ourselves, or to convince our-
selves or others that we have a
right to God’s favor because of
our works. We won't do it in
order to build a big church or-
ganization, because Jesus didn’t
do it for any of these reasons.

We will do as Jesus did, be-
cause we want to be like Jesus,
fully yielding to the constrain-
ing power of His love.
do it, not at the expense of our
own growth in grace and love,

We'll
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but because our increased
growth in love impels us to do
it. Being constrained by the
love of Christ to lay down our .
lives in the service of the truth,
and for our brethren, we will
also endeavor to follow His ex-
ample of kindness, mercy, pa-
tience, long-suffering and broth-
erly kindness in all that we say
and do. Let us all continue to
pray for each other, that we may
be constrained more and more
by the love of Christ and be
more like Him in all things.

WA

ADVANCING PUBLICATION DATE

THE Dawn should reach sub-
scribers considerably earlier this
month than heretofore. We will
endeavor to maintain this earlier
publication date from now on. The
principal reason for advancing the
date of publication is in order that
The Dawn may be available for
use on newsstands at least by the
first of each month, or if possible,
within the last few days of the
preceding month.

We are receiving interesting re-
ports from brethren who have
arranged with local news dealers
to display the Dawns on their
stands. This effort is of course
very limited as yet, but reports
indicate that the Dawns will sell on
the newsstands. So in case the
Lord would indicate it to be His
will that a wider use of the news-

stands should be made, we wish to
be prepared therefor. Should we
find later that the use of the news-
stands is not practical, we still will
continue to publish The Dawn
earlier in the month.

The earlier publication date
should be noted especially by ec-
.clesia secretaries when sending us
requests to announce their local
conventions. All requests for these
courtesy announcements should
reach us not later than the tenth of
the month to insure publication.
Brethren desiring Dawns in quan-
tity lots for newsstands should
likewise place their orders before
the tenth of the month preceding
the issue they desire. Incidentally,
we might say we will not be able
to furnish further additional copies
of this issue in quantity lots.



SPEAKERS’

Information as to time and place
of meetings in various places
served by speakers listed helow
will be gladly furnished by the
Pilgrim Dept. of The Dawn, 136
Fulten Street, Brooklyn, (1), N. Y.

BROTHER W. T. BAKER
Paterson, N. J. (Afternoon)....Sept. 12

Newark, N. J. (Evening)............ 12
BROTHER F. A. BRIGHT
Allentown, Pa. ................ Sept. 26

BROTHER D. DINWOODIE

Paterson, N. J. (Afternoon)....Sept. 26
Newark, N. J. (Bvening)............. 26

BROTHER S. C. DE GROOT

Albany, N. Y. ....oiviiiiiiinnas Sept. 12
Elmira, N, Y. ... i 18
Tthaca, N. Y. ... 19
Brooklyn, N. Y. 7TP. M. ...... Sept. 26
BROTHER R. A. KREBS
Minneapolis, Minn. ........... Sept. 4-6
Winnipeg, Man.,, Can. ............. 9, 10
Saskatoon, Sask., Can. ........... 12, 13
Edmonton, Alta, Can. ........... 15, 16
Calgary, Alta, Can. .............. 18, 19
Spokane, Wash, .............. .21, 22
Yakima, Wash. ............. 24-26
Wenatchee, Wash., ................ 27, 28
Seattle, Wash., .. ........ ... 29, 30
Victoria, B. C,, Can. ,......... Oct. 3, 4

BROTHER A. C. FREY

New Haven, Conn. (Morning) ..Sept. 19
New London, Conn. (Afternoon)....19

BROTHER J. Y. MAC AULAY
Brooklyn, N, Y. .............. Sept. 48
Allentown, Pa. 8
Lehighton, Pa. .........ccovoviiiiinnn,
Wilkes Barre, Pa, .
Bloomsburg, Pa. ..

Shamiokin, Pa. .......... .. .o 12
Pottsville, Pa, ............oovvviiiiinns 13
Reading, Pa. .............cc.ii 14
Lebanon, Pa ... 15
Washington, D. C. (Morning) ........ 19
Baltimore, Md, (Afterncon) .......... 19
Richmond, Va. ............ccoiiiiivt 20
Enfield, N. C.

Greenshoro, N. C. ........
Hendersonville, N. C. ............. 28, 29

Knoxville, Tenn. ............... Oct, 1-3

APPOINTMENTS

BROTHER PETER KOLLIMAN
Wilmington, Del. (Morning) ..Sept. 19
Philadelphia, Pa. (Afternoon) ....... 1

BROTHER E. R. MAC JILTON
Duquesne, Pa.
East Liverpool, Ohio

BROTHER M. C. MITCHELL
Paterson, N. J.
Newark, N. J. ... ..ciiviiiiiiiiiann.s 19

BROTHER F. W. RICE
Brooklyn, N. Y. (109 Remsen St.,
3 P. M) ....Sept. 28
BROTHER T. G. SMITH
Wilton, Me. ...t Sept. 12
BROTHER C. A. SUNDBOM

Dayton, Qhio ...................
Cincinnati, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio
Newark, Ohio
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Lancaster, Pa.
Brooklyn, N. ¥. (109 Remsen, St.

3P.M) e 19
Paterson, N. J. .....iiiiiiiiiiiiiaens 22
Laurelton, L. I. (130-33 228th St.,

8P. M) ........... 23
Tonawanda, N. Y. ..........co0eivnnn, 24
Detroit, Mich., ...........ccoiivirenn. 26

BROTHER W. N. WOODWORTH

Vancouver, B. C, Can, .......... Sept. 1
Lynden, Wash. .....c.c.viiiiiniinanns 2
Seattle, Wash., ....................... 4-1
Portland, Ore. .....coviiiniiiiiiiiinan, 8
San Francisco, Calif, ................. 10
Los Angeles, Calif. ................ 12, 19
Phoenix, Ariz. ....... ... i 20
Fort Worth, Texas ......covvevvinnnn. 22
Dallas, TeXaS .vveirrirareerinnineenins 23
Oklahoma City, Okla, ............... 24

St. Louis, Mo, .....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns 26

Bloomfield, N, J. ................ Oct. 3
BROTHER E. G. WYLAM
Lancaster, Pa. ................ Sept. 2, 3
Brooklyn, N. Y. .............. Sept. 4-8
Buffalo, N. Y. ....oiiiiiiiiiinnenn. 12
Cleveland, Ohio ............ociiin. 13
Detroit, Mich., ...coivevviiiiireernnens 14

BROTHER C. W. ZAHNOW
Seattle, Wash., territory...... September
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The conventions listed bhelow are not sponsored by the Pub-
lishers of The Dawn, but are courtesy announcements which we
are glad to make in the interests of Bible study and Christian
fellowship. The gatherings are sponsored and the programs ar-
ranged by local groups of Bible Students where they are held.
Where local secretaries are not listed, we will be glad to furnish
whatever additional information we may have at hand.

__.ity_.___.
LABOR DAY CONVENTIONS

Phoenix, Arviz., Sept. 4—6. Address the
Secretary, Mr. Chas. F. Deppe, 733 E.
Portland Street, Phoenix, Ariz.

Saginaw, Mich., Sept. 4-6.
will be held in the
311 N. Jefferson. Write Mr. C. A.
Sundbom, 207 Alice St, Saginaw,
Mich., for reservations.

Minneapolis, Minn., Sept. 4—6. Conven-
tion opens Saturday evening, with clos-
ing session Monday afternoon. All ses-
sions in hall 2922 Cedar Ave. Make res-
ervations early, writing Mr. L. H. Norby,
6804 Third Ave., S, Minneapolis, Minn.

Convention
Women’s Club,

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept. 4-6. Usual Lahor
Day Convention of the New York
metropolitan district, to he held at 109
Remsen Street, Brooklyn. The conven-
tion will open at 10:10 Saturday morn-
ing. Inquiries for accommodations
should be addressed to the Class Secre-
tary, Mr. Felix Wassmann, 44 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Seattle, Wash., Sept. 4-6. Convention
to be held in Norway Hall, 2015 Boren;
will open at 10 o’clock Saturday morn-
ing. Meals will be served. For reser-
vations write Mr. Sam Clements, 846
W. 63rd Street, Seattle, Wash.

—_——
CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

Albany, N, Y., Sept. 12. Y. W. C. A,
5 Lodge Street.

Ithaca, N. Y. Sept. 19. At the home of
Miss R. Mae Holmes, 205 East Falls St.

PITTSBURGH AND ST. LOUIS
CHANGE DATES OF CONVENTIONS

Pittsbuxgh, Pa., Sept. 19. Word reaches
us that the gathering usually held in
this city in October is cancelled. How-
ever, there will be a one day gather-
ing on Sunday, Sept. 19, at the O. of
1. A. Temple, 610 Arch St., North Side.

St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 26. The brethren
advise that the gathering originally
planned for the second Sunday in Octo-
ber will we held September 26th, in-
stead. Write Mr. J. B. Bernoudy, 7033
Lindell Blvd., for detfails.

Chicago, Iil., Sept. 26. The Chicago
Ecclesia holds local conventions on the
fourthh Sunday of each month in their
hall, Central Masonic Temple, 910 N.
La Salle Street.

Detreit, Mich,, Sept. 26. DMeetings and
month-end conventions will be held in
the same hall, Maccabees Bldg., Wood-
ward Ave., at Putnam, with opening
at 10:00 A. M.

Bloomfield, N. J., Oct. 3.

Hartford, Comn., Qect. 3. Convention
will be held in Odd Fellows Temple,
420 Main Street. For information ad-
dress Mr. G. Boccaccio, 613 Capitol
Avenue, Hartford, Conn.

New Londen, Conn., Gct. 17,
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Sharing and Scattering Qur Blessings

MOST Dawn readers know, tho
some may not, that its publication,
together with other  activities
which it sponsors, is in no sense
a commercial undertaking, but a
voluntary, co-operative effort to
spread the glad tidings of Christ’s
coming Kingdom, and to build up
the Lord’s people in the “most
holy faith.” The Dawn is edited,
printed and mailed entirely by
volunteer workers whose own
hearts have been refreshed by the
glorious Gospel of the Kingdom
which it contains; and they want
to help make it available to others.
They have learned that the bless-
ing of receiving the message is
surpassed only by the blessings
enjoyed in sharing it.

Our readers will understand,
therefore, that when we suggest
ways and means of extending the
ministry of The Dawn that others
may be thereby blessed, it is sim-
ply that we wish to share our
hlessings with as many as possible,
and because we want our readers
to have an increased blessing thru
their participation in this cooper-
ative effort. All of us want to
share our blessings, but sometimes
we wonder how it can best be
done. Have you ever thot of
sending The Dawn for six months

s

or a year to one or more of the
following:

A relative; a dear friend; a
brother or sister in Christ; your
Sunday School superintendent or
teacher; the public library in your
vicinity; or your doctor or den-
tist for the reading table in his
reception room-—and you may
think of others.

Have you ever thot of having
one or more extra copies sent to
yourself, just to have them for
loaning or giving away during the
month to people to whom you
may have an opportunity to wit-
ness.

The increased cost of paper, etc.,
makes it impossible to reduce the
price on extra copies, as hereto-
fore, except where a subscription
for six is sent to one address, in
which case the price for all six is
five dollars. The price schedule,
then, is 1 to 5 copies, $1 a year
for each copy, sent to one address
or individual addresses; 6 copies
to one address, $5 a year. Figure
half of these amounts for six-
months subscriptions. Our ad-
dress is THE DAWN, 136 Fulton
Street, Brooklyn, (1), N. Y. Cana-
dian address: 4 Albert Street,
Toronto, Ont,
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BIBLE STUDY HELPS |

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
Recommended to Students as
Bible keys—over three thousand pages

DE LUXE SET COMPLETE—$5
BLUE CLOTH SET-—$3

Volume 1: The Divine Plan of the Ages—Blue cloth, 40 cents; lots of
10 or more, 30 cents; paper binding, 25 cents; 10 or more, 18 cents.
Volumne 2: The Time is at Hand—Blue cloth, 40 cents.

Volume 3: Thy Kingdom Come—Blue cloth, 40 cents.

Volume 4: The Battle of Armageddon—Blue cloth, 65 cents.

Volume §: The Atonement Between God and Man—DBlue cloth, 65 cents.
Volume 6: The New Creation—Blue cloth, 65 cents.

5-Cent Booklets—Vest-Pocket Size
Ag Angels of Light—Discusses Spiritu-

Christ Has Returned—-Rationalizes a
much misunderstood subject.

God and Reason—Supplants credulity
with faith.

God’s Plan—Reveals progressive nature
of God's purpose. '

Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives definite
assurance of future life,

The Truth About Hell-Examines en-
tire testimony of the Bible on this
vital subject.

1-Cent Booklets—Vest-Pocket Size

Armageddon—Deals with prophecy.
Divine Intervention Near—Reassuring.
God's New Order—Discusses Kingdom
hope. .
God’s Remedy for a World Gone Ma
God’s Restitution Project

Good News—Refreshing and comforting
The Father, The Son, The Holy Spirit
The Jew and the War—A message of
hope.

The Judgment Day—Removes gloom.

Berean Questions on The Divine Plan
of the Ages—Paper bound, 10 cents.

Daily Heavenly Manna—With birth-
day record: Cloth bound, 50 cents; de
luxe, $1.

Hymns of Pawn—Without music: 15
cents each; 10 or more, 12 cents each;

50 or more, 10 cents each.

Tabernacle Shadows—25 cents each;
lots of 10 or more, 18 cents each.

Evolutionists at the Crossroads—25
cents each; 7 copies, $1.

Zionism in Prophecy-~A pre-war trea-
tise; 10 cents in any quantity.

THE DAWN

136 Fulton Street

BROOKLYN, (1), N. Y.
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To Us the Seriptures Tlearly Teach

That the Church is “the Temple of the Living God”
—peculiarly “His workmanship”; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age
—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer
and the chief corner stone of this Temple, through
which, when finished, God’s blessings shall come
“to all people,” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polish-
ing, of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement
for sin, progresses; and when the last of these “liv-
ing stones,” ‘“elect and precious,” shall have been
made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple
shall be filled with His glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millen-
nium.—Rev. 15:5-8.

é
é
é
é
é
.@
That the basis of Hope for the Church and the
World, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the
grace of God, tasted death for every man,” “a ran- (]
som for all,” and will be “the true light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the world,” “in due
time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
That the hope of the Church is that she may be @
like her Lord, “see Him as He is,” be a “partaker of g
é
é
é
5

the divine nature,” and share His glory as His joint-
heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service;
to develop in herself every grace; to be God’s wit~
ness to the world; and to prepar€ to be the kings and
priests of the next age—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev.
1:6; 20:6. .

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ's Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of
all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obe~
dient, at the hands of their Redeemer and His glo-
rified Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be
destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.
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