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Highlights of

World Conversion in This Century ?

"I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of

salvation have I succored thee : behold, now is the accepte d

time; behold, now is the day of salvation ."—II Cor . 6 : 2

HARDLY a Sunday morning passes without one's hearing
some earnest radio preacher warn his hearers of the tor-
menting agonies of hell-fire that await those who do no t
in this present life heed the call to repent, turn to Jesus ,
and he saved. And who has not often been stopped on th e
street, or had his doorbell rung, by some devout person
with the same urgent message! Or had a tract, complete
with fearsome illustrations picturing the agonies of hell
thrust into his hand by a deeply concerned stranger o r
neighbor ?

A recent issue of a serious and highly respected religiou s
journal expresses much the same urgency, albeit in mor e
tempered tones . In an article publicizing the forthcoming
Congress on World Evangelization to be held in Lausanne ,
Switzerland, in July, 1974, the writer properly deplores th e
growing tendency of the churches to become increasingl y
involved in the economic, political, and social aspects o f
human existence, instead of devoting their energies wholl y
to the "God-given goal of world evangelization ." (Chris-
tianity Today, March 15, 1974) He applauds the statemen t
issued by a group of leaders of the World Council o f
Churches as to the purpose of that Council's evangelism an d
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mission commission. That purpose, said the World Council' s
leaders, is to assist "the Christian community in the proc-
lamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, by word and deed ,
to the whole world to the end that all may believe in hi m
and be saved." This task, the writer goes on to say, shoul d
be completed in the present century .

If we are correct in our understanding that the hope an d
aim of these good people is to present to as many as possi-
ble of the world of mankind during the course of thei r
present lives this final opportunity of believing in an d
accepting Jesus Christ as their Savior so that they may b e
saved from the well-publicized horrors of hell, then th e
completion of that task by the year 2000 would not be on e
whit too soon. For every day more than one hundred an d
fifty thousand of earth's inhabitants go down into death ,
many without ever having heard the name of Jesus, an d
few with anything approaching a clear understanding of th e
object of Jesus' mission on earth .

This charitable but misplaced concern by churchianity
on behalf of their fellow man is rooted in an erroneou s
understanding of the purpose of witnessing, which ou r
good friends suppose requires the conversion to Christianity
during this present age of the entire world by preaching th e
Gospel . But this is not what the Bible sets forth as th e
purpose of Christian preaching . Nor is it what Jesus or th e
apostles expected .

A World-Wide Witnes s

Jesus did indeed instruct his disciples that "this Gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations." (Matt . 24:14) Jesus himself durin g
his entire ministry "went about all Galilee, . . . preaching
the Gospel of the kingdom ." (Matt . 4:23; Luke 3 :18; 4:43 ;
8 :1) Paul and the other apostles spent all their consecrate d
lives preaching the Gospel. "Daily in the temple, and in
every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesu s
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Christ ." (Acts 5:42) Timothy was instructed by Paul to
"watch . . , in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of
an evangelist ." (II Tim. 4:5) And it is still the task of the
church today to preach the glad tidings of salvation, and to
do so with every ounce of energy, with every talent an d
every possession .

But what has been the result of all this preaching, fro m
the time of Jesus and the apostles to the present? If its
purpose was the conversion of the world to Christianity ,
and thus their being saved from eternities of suffering, then
it must in all candor be conceded that the results are dismal ,
even horrifying, indeed . For by any criterion, only a frac-
tion of all earth's millions have come into the fold o f
Christianity, the rest having gone into death either totally
ignorant of the Gospel, or without having accepted Jesu s
as their Redeemer.

Announcing the Good New s

The Greek word euaggelizo is generally translated in th e
English by the phrase to preach the Gospel . This is a good
translation, for the Greek word means, literally, to announce
good news . But the purpose of announcing the good new s
to the world, or witnessing, has not been the conversion o f
the world during this present Gospel Age . The purpose ha s
been to call out of the world during this age a little ban d
of faithful, footstep followers of Jesus, to be associated wit h
him in the grand, up-coming kingdom age for the blessing o f
the remainder of mankind .

This high privilege first went to the Jews of Jesus' day .
In that wonderful sermon just after Pentecost, addressin g
the Jews, the Apostle Peter points this out, saying, "Ye ar e
the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy
seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed . Unto you
first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bles s
you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities . "
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(Acts 3 :25, 26 ; Gen. 22 :18) But although the message wen t
first to the Jews, only a small number responded to th e
call, and the invitation was then extended to the Gentiles .

This caused some misunderstanding among the Jewish
converts to Christianity, so James stood up and explaine d
that this was precisely what Amos had prophesied . "Men
and brethren," said James, "hearken unto me : Simeon bath
declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take
out of them a people for his name . And to this agree th e
words of the prophets ." And then James quotes a support-
ing passage from Amos .—Acts 15 :13-17 ; Amos 9 :1 1

The Seed of Blessin g

In his letter to the Galatians the Apostle Paul makes thi s
same point . He shows how God had long ago made a prom-
ise to Abraham that in his seed all the nations would b e
blessed. (Gen. 12 :3 ; 22:18 ; Gal . 3 :8) He identifies the see d
of blessing as being Christ . (Gal . 3 :16) He then conclude s
with the wonderful statement that all who have been bap-
tized into Christ, both Jew and Gentile, are all one i n
Christ Jesus, and with him constitute the seed of Abraha m
which will bring the promised blessings to the whole worl d
of mankind .—Gal . 3 :27-29

It is these who have heard the Master's invitation to den y
themselves, take up their crosses, and follow after him .
Those who present themselves to the Lord in full consecra-
tion, trusting in the merit of Christ's sacrifice, are justified
by their faith . They become members of his body, and o f
the Seed of blessing.—Matt . 16:24; Rom. 5 :1 ; I Cor . 12 :12 ;
Gal . 3 :29

But the appeal of the Gospel message during the presen t
age is only to the few, for it is a call to sacrifice, and this
Jesus himself made clear . "Strait [difficult] is the gate," he
said, "which leadeth unto life [during this age], and few
there be that find it ." (Matt . 7 :14) These are seeking afte r
"glory and honor and immortality, eternal life ." (Rom. 2:7 )
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It is to reach these with the invitation to lay down thei r
lives in sacrifice during this life, in order that they may
share with Jesus in blessing the world in the next age, tha t
the Gospel is to be preached in all the world for a witness .
For such as those who would aspire to this highly exalte d
privilege, this Gospel Age is the day of salvation .

A Second Day of Salvatio n

But the Bible tells us that God, in his boundless love, ha s
so arranged it that there is to be yet another acceptabl e
time, yet another day of salvation, this time for the whole
resurrected world of mankind . Professor Benjamin Wilson
in his Emphatic Diaglott renders our text passage as follows :
"For he [God] says, `In a season acceptable, I listened t o
thee, and in a Day of Salvation I assisted thee .' Behold !
now is a well-accepted season ; behold! now is a Day of
Salvation." The Gospel Age is an acceptable time, a da y
of salvation, for the sacrificing followers of Jesus . The next
age, the kingdom age, when Christ and the church are
reigning, will be a day of salvation for the remainder o f
mankind .

That the unbelieving of the present time are not foreve r
and irrevocably lost, let alone destined to endure eterna l
suffering, was made clear by Jesus himself . On one occasion
he said, "I am come a light into the world, that whosoeve r
believeth on me should not abide in darkness . And if any
man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not ; for
I came not to judge the world, but to save the world . He
that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one
that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the sam e
shall judge him in the last day ." (John 12:46-48) The last
day during which the unbelieving of the present age ar e
to be judged is the coming thousand-year judgment day ,
when Christ and the church will be reigning over resur-
rected mankind—I Cor . 6 :2 ; Luke 22 :30 ; Rev. 3 :21 ; 20 :4, 6

On another occasion Jesus said that the time was comin g
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when all who were in their graves (in the death condition ,
not in a so-called fiery hell) would hear his voice, and come
forth, "those who have done good [his faithful followers of
this age], to the resurrection of life, and those who have
done evil [the world of mankind], to the resurrection of
judgment." (John 5:29 RSV) Here Jesus is clearly statin g
that those of the world who do not in this present life hea r
and accept him as their Redeemer will have a future op-
portunity to hear, and either to accept or to reject . In this
present life it is only a small number who hear the messag e
aright, and fewer still who accept it. But in that future day
the matter and the choice will be made clear, "and the y
that hear shall live."—John 5 :2 5

A Ransom for Al l

Jesus came to earth to redeem all men, not merely th e
few. God "will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth ." In spite of centuries-long an d
ardent preaching, so very few have had a real knowledg e
and understanding of the truth! But in the kingdom th e
knowledge of the glory of the Lord will fill the earth, a s
the waters cover the sea . Paul confirms Jesus' statement
that all men will be given an opportunity to gain life . In his
letter to Timothy he writes, "For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus ;
who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in du e
time." (I Tim. 2:3-6) Jesus said that all in their graves woul d
be brought forth, both the [relatively] good, and the [rel-
atively] evil . And the Apostle John assures us that Jesu s
"is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world ."—I John 2 : 2

Speaking to the men of Athens on Mars' hill, Paul sai d
that God "hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge
the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath or-
dained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead ." This future day
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of judgment for the world of mankind was made possible
by the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus on behalf of the whol e
world . It will be a time of righteous judgment, for all wil l
be brought to a knowledge of the truth .—Acts . 17 :31 ; Isa .
28 :1 7

This coming day of judgment is not a 24-hour day ; it wil l
be a thousand years long, so that all will have ample op-
portunity to hear and understand and obey the righteou s
laws of the kingdom. The rulers in that righteous kingdom ,
when judgment will be laid to the line, and righteousnes s
to the plummet, will be the Lord Jesus and his faithfu l
followers, the overcoming, called-out class, the little flock .
These are those "that were beheaded for the witness o f
Jesus, and for the word of God ." They shall live and reig n
with Christ for a thousand years, for the purpose of blessin g
all the families of the earth .—Rev. 20 : 4

Times of Restitution

This thousand-year day of judgment, which will begi n
when the church is complete and Christ's kingdom estab-
lished in power and glory, is referred to by the Apostle
Peter by another, and peculiarly significant, name . He call s
it "the times of restitution ." This designation is specially
appropriate, for it will be during this reign of Christ and
his church that the obedient of mankind will be restored
to that image of their Maker which was enjoyed in Father
Adam, but which was lost when the progenitor of the rac e
transgressed, and was condemned to death, bringing a like
penalty upon all his progeny.

The Apostle Paul explains that thus it was that death has
come upon all mankind from the very beginning . "By one
man [Adam] sin entered into the world," he says, "an d
death by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned ." (Rom. 5:12) Man has been dying because o f
inherited imperfection, for "there is none righteous, n o
not one ." "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory
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of God." (Rom. 3 :10, 23) But this woeful state of affairs, he
continues, is to be changed by the righteousness of another ,
the man Christ Jesus . "For as through the disobedience o f
one man, the many [all, vs . 12] were constituted sinners, so
even through the obedience of the one, the many will be
constituted righteous ."—Rom . 5:19, Diaglott

In that glad day "the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the
sea ." (Hab . 2:14) It will not be necessary for each to say
to his neighbor, know the Lord, for they shall all know him ,
"from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith
the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem-
ber their sin no more ."—Jer. 31:34

In that thousand-year day of restitution, righteousnes s
will be reigning in the earth, and all will be required t o
meet the high standards of justice then in force . "Every
soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed
from among the people ." (Acts 3 :23) But no longer will ma n
die for Father Adam's disobedience . "In those days they
shall say no more, the fathers have eaten a sour grape, an d
the children's teeth are set on edge . But every one shal l
die for his own iniquity ."—Jer. 31 :29, 30

Come, Ye Blessed of My Fathe r

This is the same period of time described by our Lord i n
the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats . "When the Son
of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with
him [the called-out class, the faithful overcomers of the
Gospel Age], then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory :
and before him shall be gathered all nations [resurrected
mankind] : and [during the thousand-year kingdom reign ]
he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats : and he shall set the sheep
on his right hand, but the goats on the left . Then shall the
King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed o f
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from th e
foundation of the world ."—Matt . 25:31-34
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After having commissioned his followers to preach the
Gospel of the kingdom in all the world for a witness unt o
all nations, Jesus added a significant statement. He said ,
"And then shall the end come . " He was speaking, of course ,
of the end of the Gospel Age. We believe that this world-
wide witness has been substantially completed . By word of
mouth, by means of the printed page, by radio and tele-
vision, and in many languages and dialects, the message ha s
gone to the far corners of the earth .

True, it has not converted the world to Christianity . It
was not intended so to do. But it has drawn dedicated dis-
ciples, one here, one there, to lay down their lives follow-
ing in the steps of the Master. We believe that the full
number to constitute the church in glory is approaching
completion. We believe that the glorious kingdom age, the
day of salvation for the world of mankind, is near .

"For as the rain cometh down, and the sno w
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but water-
eth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud ,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to th e
eater : so shall my word be that goeth forth out o f
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but i t
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it ."—Isa .
55:10, 1 1

Thus we are graciously granted a fleeting but revealin g
glimpse of the lengths and breadths and heights and depth s
of God's great love : that love that is so all-embracing that
he sent his only begotten Son to die for all mankind "while
we were yet sinners ."—Rom. 5:8; I John 2 : 2

We see, too, that in God's great plan there is not just one
day of salvation—and that for his faithful followers of thi s
Gospel Age—but that there is to be yet another day o f
salvation, this time for all the remainder of mankind . "For
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he is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours onl y
[the faithful of this age], but also for the sins of the whol e
world," to be manifested in the next, the kingdom age .
(I John 2:2) The faithful overcomers of this present age will
live and reign with Christ for a thousand years, for the
blessing of all the families of the earth . What a magnificent,
wise and loving plan the Heavenly Father has designed o n
behalf of all his human creation! "0 the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un-
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past findin g
out!"—Rev. 20:4, 6 ; Rom. 11:33
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Bible Stun

LESSON FOR JULY 7

6od', Zttrna1 4urpoz c

MEMORY VERSE : "Ye are no more strangers and foreigners ,

but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God . "

—Eph. 2 :1 9

EPHESIANS 3 :1-1 3
THE expression "for this cause "
in our lesson passage suggests
that the apostle is referring to
a point made in the previous
chapter. Starting with the 19t h
verse of the 2nd chapter, the
memory selection reads, "No w
therefore ye are no more stran-
gers and foreigners, but fellow-
citizens with the saints, and of
the household of God ; and are
built upon the foundation of th e
apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chie f
corner stone ; in whom all th e
building fitly framed togethe r
groweth unto an holy templ e
in the Lord : in whom ye also are
builded together for an habita-
tion of God through the Spirit"

It is for this cause that the
apostle is a prisoner of Jesus
Christ . He continues to explain
that it is the purpose of God

to graft the Gentiles into th e
body of Christ, and this ha s
been a mystery hidden from the
world, but now is revealed to
his holy apostles and prophet s
by the Spirit .

In verse 6 he elaborates on
this purpose of God: "That th e
Gentiles should be fellowheirs,
and of the same body, and par -
takers of his promise in Chris t
by the Gospel ." The Diaglot t
translation reads, "and partakers
of the promise in Christ Jesus ,
through the glad tidings (or the
Gospel) ."

It is the Gospel that expresses
the eternal purpose of God, both
for the church and the world .
In Galatians 3 :8 the apostle say : ,
"And the scripture, foreseein g
that God would justify th e
heathen through faith, preached
before the Gospel unto Abraham ,
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saying, In thee shall all nation s
be blessed ." That is ; the seed
of Abraham would be the in-
strument that God would use to
bless all the families of the
earth . The apostle continues in
verse 16 to identify the promise d
seed . "Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made .
He saith not, and to seeds, as o f
many ; but as of one, and to thy
seed, which is Christ "

Down through the Jewish Ag e
the Jews were of the belief tha t
they, as a nation, were the seed
of promise, and that God in due
time would send a deliverer—
a mighty leader and ruler—wh o
would deliver the nation fro m
her oppressors and establish the
kingdom by power .

The apostle is careful, there -
fore, to identify the seed as not
seeds "as of many, but as of
one," and that seed is Christ .
Then in verses 28 and 29 he
continues further to identify the
seed : "There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond no r
free, there is neither male ,o r
female : for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus . And if ye b e
Christ's then are ye Abraham's
seed, and heirs according to th e
proiise . "

The promise of the Gospe l
began to have its fulfilment a t
the first advent of Christ, and
after Pentecost down through
the Gospel Age God has been
taking out from both Jews an d
Gentiles a church class—a people
for his name . (Acts 15 :14) Thi s
church class, or seed of blessing,

is being developed through trial s
and suffering for a position o f
joint-heirship with Christ, an d
if faithful "will live and reign
with Christ a thousand years ."
—II Tim . 2 :12 ; Rom . 8 :16, 17 ; Rev .
20 :4 The church, head and body ,
will be the mediator of the Ne w
Covenant, and they will be as
kings and priests to the worl d
of mankind to nuture and bless
and administer the righteous
and just laws of the kingdom .
—Cor . 6 :2, 3 ; Rev. 3 :21 ; Heb . 9 :1 5

The Apostle Paul, after medi-
tating about the wonderful pros-
pect of being a joint-heir with
Christ in the kingdom, says,
"For the earnest expectation o f
the creation waiteth for the
manifestation of the sons of
God." (Rom . 8 :19) In other words,
the complete fulfilment of the
eternal purpose of God must
wait until the seed of blessing
is complete . Then the apostle
states in Hebrews 10 :16, 17,
"This is the covenant that I
will make with them after those
days, saith the Lord, I will pu t
my laws into their hearts, and i n
their minds will I write them ;
and their sins and iniquities will
I remember no more . "

It is during the thousand years
of the operation of the New
Covenant that the world of man -
kind will be returned to a con-
dition of perfection. Then to all
of creation will be made known
"the manifold wisdom of God
according to the eternal purpos e
which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord ."—Eph. 3 :1 1

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR JULY 1 4

Thristian Rcnc a [

MEMORY VERSE : "Be not conformed to this world : but be y e

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prov e
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God . "

—Rom. 12 : 2

EPHESIANS 4 :17-3 2

THE Gentile converts to Chris-
tianity in Paul's day presented
a real problem to the church
because of the tendency to carr y
over habits and customs from
their past that were not prope r
in the life of a consecrated
Christian .

In the verses prior to our
selected scripture the apostl e
is endeavoring to instil into the
minds of the Gentile brethren
that they should walk worth y
of the calling wherewith they
are called. The arrangement o f
the Heavenly Father is that each
one who has been called i s
joined together into one bod y
by the same spirit and thei r
conduct toward one another i s
ruled by one principle, and that
is love .

An important part of the

Heavenly Father's arrangemen t
for the growth of the member s
of the body is the provision o f
teachers, apostles, pastors, an d
prophets "for the perfecting o f
the saints, for the work of th e
ministry, for the edifying of th e
body of Christ ."—vs . 1 2

With all of these arrangement s
by the Heavenly Father for their
growth spiritually, the Apostl e
Paul urges them "that ye hence -
forth walk not as other Gentiles
walk, in the vanity of their
mind ." (vs . 17) "That ye put of f
concerning the former conversa-
tion the old man, which is cor-
rupt according to the deceitful
lusts ."—vs . 22

But in putting off the old man,
or mind, it must be replace d
with a new mind or pattern o f
behavior that models itself afte r
Christ . "And be renewed in th e
spirit of your mind ; and that ye
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put on the new man, which afte r
God is created in righteousness
and true holiness ."—vss . 23,24

The apostle then offers som e
practical suggestions that woul d
aid those brethren, and us a s
well, in the process of renewin g
our minds .

We are to banish from our
lives all manner of falsehoo d
and deceitfulness . If we recog-
nize the true relationship be-
tween body members—that w e
are begotten of the one Spirit ;
that we are sons of God—w e
understand that being deceitfu l
with our brethren is tantamount
to being deceitful with God, and
is abhorrent to him .—vs . 2 5

We must as children of Go d
begin to have rule over our
passions, for it is during un-
controlled excesses that sins ar e
committed . If we do lose control,
do not let the sun go down be-
fore we bring about a reconcilia-
tion with those who have bee n
injured .—vs . 26

Realizing that our struggl e
with Satan is a life or death
battle, do not yield to his temp-
tation, nor put yourself in a
position where you can be ex-
posed to temptation . Especiall y
be on your guard not to b e
deceived by slanderous state-
ments about your brethren.—
vs . 2 7

There is no place for dis-
honesty in any form among the
Lord's people . Rather, let u s
earn by industry and care
enough sustenance for ourselve s
and families, and even on

occasion help to relieve the
deprivation of the poor. This
is in accordance with the will
of God that we serve one
another .—vs . 28

Our tongues are the hardes t
members of our bodies to con-
trol . The Apostle James says ,
"If any man offend not in word ,
the same is a perfect man, and
able also to bridle the whole
body." (James 3:2) Knowing ,
therefore, the importance and
difficulty of control of th e
words we speak, let us resolv e
never to speak slanderous or
opprobrious words, but rathe r
speak of those things that edify
the mind and glorify the Heaven-
ly Father .—vs . 29

The Spirit that we have re-
ceived from God is his Spirit,
which is holy, and pure, and
righteous . It is by this Spiri t
that God has sealed us or
marked us in many ways that
identify us as his sons . Our con-
duct, words, and thoughts should
be holy and pure and righteous
in order that we not offend th e
Holy Spirit and the gracious God
that gave it .—vs. 30

Bitterness, wrath, anger, clam-
or, and evil-speaking all hav e
their root in pride . We should
rid ourselves of the root and
branch of these evil things, for
they stifle our growth in Christ .
—vs . 31

And finally, `Be ye kind one
to another, tenderhearted, for-
giving one another, even as Go d
for Christ's sake hath forgiven
you ."—vs . 32
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LESSON FOR JULY 2 1

partnership in the (3ospcl

MEMORY VERSE : "I thank my God upon every remembranc e

of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making re -

quest with joy, for your fellowship in the Gospel from the first

day until now."—Phil. 1:3-S

PHILIPPIANS 1 :1-1 1

THE Gospel, as God preached
it to Abraham, was a very
simple and concise statement o f
the ultimate objective of the
plan of God as it relates to man :
"And the scripture, foreseein g
that God would justify the
heathen through faith, preache d
before the Gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shall all nation s
be blessed . " (Gal . 3 :8) It is in the
attaining of this glorious ob-
jective that Christians find
ground for a wonderful fellow -
ship, or partnership .

If we turn back to the origina l
promise of God to Abraham,
we read : "That in blessing I wil l
bless thee, and in multiplying I
will multiply thy seed . . . and
in thy seed shall all the nation s
of the earth be blessed . . ."—
Gen. 22 :17,1 8

One of the bases for the
Christian's partnership, or fel-
lowship, in the Gospel lies in th e
identification of Abraham's seed .
The Apostle Paul does this fo r
us: "Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made .
He saith not, And to seeds as of
many ; but as of one, And to thy
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seed which is Christ ." (Gal. 3 :16 )
He continues further to inden-
tify the seed thus : "For ye are
all the children of God by fait h
in Christ Jesus . For as many of
you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. . . .
Ye are all one in Christ Jesus .
And if ye be Christ's, then ar e
ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise ."—
Gal . 3 :26-2 9

The apostle thus tells us tha t
the true Christian, during the
Gospel Age, becomes a part o f
the seed of Abraham, and thus
the instrument that God wil l
use to bless all the families o f
the earth . What a wonderful
prospect! It is this vision of
wiping away the tears from all
faces, of giving life to a dea d
and dying race, that motivate s
the Christian in his walk, an d
gives a basis for a fellowship
that is unique, and a partnership
with all true believers in th e
Gospel .

Our fellowship or partnership
in the Gospel extends to our
Christian walk, for we find that
the prospective heirs to the
promise given to Abraham must
conform their lives to the pat -
tern set for us by our Lord .
"And we know that all thing s
work together for good to the m
that love God, to them who are
the called according to his pur-
pose . For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to b e
conformed to the image of hi s
Son, that he might be the first-
born among many brethren ."

—Rom. 8:23,29

In verse 6 of Philippians, the
first chapter, the apostle says ,
"Being confident of this ver y
thing, that he which hath begu n
a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ . "
This "good work" being accom-
plished by God in his people is
their sanctification .

Sanctification, or purification,
is accomplished by the Heavenl y
Father through the power of th e
Holy Spirit operating in the
lives of his people . It leads them,
through the Word of God, to
follow in the footsteps of Jesus,
even to the laying down of thei r
lives in sacrifice . The Apostl e
Paul, in Romans 12 :1, 2, ex -
presses the thought, "I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by th e
mercies of God, that ye presen t
your bodies a living sacrifice ,
holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service . And
be not conformed to this world :
but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind ."

It is in our mutual endeavor s
to conform to the pattern of self -
sacrifice and godliness set b y
our Lord Jesus that we have
fellowship . The Heavenly Father ,
in completing the work starte d
in us, permits us to have trials .
He permits us to suffer fo r
righteousness' sake . He disci-
plines us to correct our errone-
ous ways . In all of these things
the world is unaware of the
work being accomplished in the
lives of true Christians.—II Cor.
6 :9, 10

1 !
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LESSON FOR JULY 2 8

pressing on

	

Ward the (3Qi1I

MEMORY VERSE : "1 press toward the mark for the prize o f

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ."—Phil . 3 :1 4

PHHiILIPPIANS 3 :4-1 6

MUCH of the difficulty in the
Early Church resulted from the
fact that there was a change o f
dispensation in the time feature s
of the Lord's plan. The transi-
tion—from the Jewish Age and
the Law Covenant to the Gospe l
Age and the covenant of grace
—was very difficult for some of
the Jewish brethren .

As a consequence there were
Judaizers who went among the
brethren teaching that it wa s
necessary to conform to the
Law Covenant as well as the
covenant of grace . This was
disrupting as well as divisive .
And in our lesson today the
apostle points out to the Phil-
ippian brethren, and to us, tha t
salvation is not attained through
the law or works of the flesh ,
but through the blood of Jesus

Christ .
The apostle expresses th e

thought, "I count all things bu t
loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffere d
the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I
may win Christ, and be found i n
him, not having mine own right-
eousness, which is of the law ,
but that which is through th e
faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith."—Phil .
3 :8, 9

The apostle states that right-
eousness is the gift of God
through faith in Jesus Christ.
And as for Paul, the gloriou s
objective that is made possibl e
only in this way is, "That I
may know him, and the power
of his resurrection, and the fel-
lowship of his sufferings, bein g
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made conformable unto his
death; if by any means I migh t
attain unto the resurrection o f
the dead ."—vss . 10, 1 1

This is the Christian's goal —
to attain to the resurrection o f
the dead ; that is, the first resur-
rection . The Revelator expresse s
this glorious goal thus : "Blessed
and holy is he that bath part
in the first resurrection : on such
the second death hath no power ,
but they shall be priests o f
God and of Christ, and shal l
reign with him a thousan d
years ."—Rev . 20 : 6

But to attain to this goal, the
apostle states that he must b e
made conformable to Christ's
death . This does not mean tha t
Paul, or we, must die on the
cross as Jesus died, but rather
that we must yield our lives in
sacrifice as he did, surrenderin g
our own wills and accepting onl y
the will of the Heavenly Father,
to serve him and his cause
faithfully even unto death . Jesu s
said, "If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself ,
and take up his cross daily, an d
follow me." (Luke 9 :23) Pau l
said, "If we suffer, we shall als o
reign with him ."—II Tim. 2 :1 2

Of Jesus, the Apostle Paul
said, "Though he were a Son ,
yet learned he obedience by th e
things which he suffered ; and
being made perfect [mature], he

became the author of eterna l
salvation unto all them tha t
obey him ."—Heb . 5 :8,- 9

And so with us . In the proces s
of laying down our lives, o f
suffering, we learn to obey the
the will of God under diffi-
cult and trying circumstances .
These experiences, in additio n
to teaching obedience, are th e
means by which we develop th e
fruits and graces of the spirit
—love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith ,
meekness, temperance .—Gal . 5 :
22, 23

And these things are the mar k
of maturity in Christ. This is th e
goal toward which we press ,
knowing that if successful i n
this, we shall have the gloriou s
reward of sharing in "the prize
of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus ."—Phil . 3 :1 4

"What shall we than say to
these things? If God be for us,
who can be against us? He tha t
spared not his own Son, bu t
delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely
give us all things? Who shal l
lay anything to the charge o f
God's elect? It is God tha t
justifieth . Who is he that con-
demneth? It is Christ that died ,
yea rather, that is risen again ,
who is even at the right hand o f
God, who also maketh interces-
sion for us ."—Rom . 8 :31-34
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Christian Life and Doctrine

God Works Through His Word

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are you r
ways my ways, saith the Lord . For as the heavens are highe r
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and
my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thitther,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater :
so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : i t
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
sent it ."—lsa . 55 :8-1 1

Ill PHILIPPIANS 2 :12, 13 the followers of Jesus are ad-
monished to work out their own salvation with fear an d
trembling, with the assuring explanation that "It is Go d
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure ." God works in the hearts of his people largel y
through the power of his Word or, to put it in other words ,
through the power of his Holy Spirit, for God's Word ha s
been made available to us through the Holy Spirit . Our part
in this co-operative arrangement of working out our own
salvation is a yielding to the influence of God's Word . If
we resist the power of the Word, it will not accomplish th e
work of grace in our hearts which our Heavenly Father ha s
designed .

And what a potent influence the Word of God really i s
in the hearts of his people! The Apostle Paul wrote, "Fo r
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
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any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunde r
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart . Neither
is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight : but
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him wit h
whom we have to do ."—Heb. 4:12, 1 3

While the Word of God is powerful, yet we can resist it s
influence in our own hearts by wilfully turning aside from
its instructions and admonitions . The way of the cross a s
outlined in the Word of God is not an easy one . Indeed, it
is a way of sacrifice and serving, a way of laying down an d
giving up . Our fallen flesh often rebels against the instruc-
tions of the Lord by which we are kept in this narrow way ,
and at times—and in almost imperceptible ways—we see k
to justify our diviations from the narrow way of sacrifice b y
our fleshly influenced interpretation of the Scriptures . The
way is made easy for this course by the many translation s
which have been provided of the Holy Scriptures . It is often
possible to search through one translation after another
until we find one that justifies our particular viewpoint .

The Best Translation ?

All true Christians should insist on a "thus saith the Lord "
for everything they believe . It is always well to realize tha t
the original Word of God as given through the power of th e
Holy Spirit was not in the English language . Because of
this, we depend to a great extent on the integrity of those
who have translated the Scriptures for us from the original

Hebrew and Greek languages . What this means is that th e
expression, "Thus saith the Lord," is more or less relativ e
for all who read the Scriptures in any other language except
the original, and we have no actual originals of the Bible a t
all .

Among the many English translations of the Scriptures i t
would be difficult to determine which is the best. What is
known as the King James Version, or Common Version, is
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the most widely used . Probably the Revised Standard Ver-
sion would come next in this category, for it also is quit e

generally used by many. The King James Version has advan-
tages, in that the accuracy of its translations can be checke d
against Hebrew and Greek concordances in which the mean-
ing of Greek or Hebrew words used in the Bible is given ,
without relationship to the context in which they appear .

This does not mean that the King James Version is the
most accurate of translations, because it is not . However ,
for many centuries it was essentially the only English tran-
slation available to the people of God, and we have no doub t
at all but what many of these dedicated followers of the
Master were truly the Lord's people and followed diligently
the instructions of his Word .

The Bible Only ?

While the Bible should take first place in the minds an d
hearts of the Lord's people so far as revealing the mind o f
the Lord is concerned, it would be unscriptural to say tha t
we need only the Bible in order to work out our own sal-
vation. The Bible itself makes it clear that in addition to it s
inspired message the Lord has provided pastors, and teach-
ers, and evangelists for the edifying of the body of Christ .
(Eph . 4:11-15) Since God himself has provided these addi-
tional helps or helpers, it would be unbecoming to us to sa y
that we do not need them—that we rely only on the Bible .

However, we should always recognize the difference be-
tween making proper use of the helps which the Lord ha s
supplied in order to understand the Bible more clearly, an d
the Bible itself . These helps, or helpers, do not speak with
the authority of the Bible . Their only authority is the author-
ity of the Word of God . Recognizing this, we can be richl y
blessed in our study and not be in danger of being misle d
by the "opinions of men . "

One of the expressions often heard today with respect to
An Open Mind
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the Christian's proper attitude toward the Lord is, "An ope n
mind." Contrasting with this is the thought of a closed mind .
Should the Christian endeavor to maintain an open mind a t
all times, or should he endeavor to keep his mind closed to
make sure that what he has learned will not be lost? Actu-
ally, neither of these ideas, if put into practice, will keep
the followers of the Master in the straight and narrow way
and rejoicing in the light of his Word .

The Apostle Peter, commenting on the writings of th e
Apostle Paul, observed, "And account that the long-suffer-
ing of our Lord is salvation ; even as our beloved brothe r
Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hat h
written unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them
of these things ; in which are some things hard to be under -
stood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest ,
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own de-
struction . Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know thes e
things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with th e
error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ ."—II Pet . 3 :15-18

Here Peter admonishes us to stedfastness, lest we be
led away by the error of the wicked and fall from our ow n
stedfastness . This suggests firmness in the truth and a de -
termination not to open our minds to all the things whic h
come along, many of which are the errors of the wicked .
At the same time Peter recognizes the need of growth i n
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesu s
Christ . Thus we see, in the Christian's walk in the narro w
way, the need for both stedfastness and the privilege of
growth in grace and in knowledge . Neither a closed min d
nor an open mind will keep one in the grace of the Lord .
Only a pure heart condition, a full devotion to the Lord ,
will do this .

An illustration of being led away by the error of th e
wicked is brought to our attention in Proverbs . We quote :
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"I have taught thee in the way of wisdom ; I have led thee
in right paths. When thou goest, thy steps shall not b e
straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble .
Take fast hold of instruction ; let her not go : keep her ; for
she is thy life. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and
go not in the way of evil men . Avoid it, pass not by it, turn
from it, and pass away . For they sleep not, except they hav e
done mischief ; and their sleep is taken away, unless they
cause some to fall . For they eat the bread of wickedness ,
and drink the wine of violence . But the path of the just i s
as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto th e
perfect day . The way of the wicked is as darkness : they
know not at what they stumble ."—Prov. 4:11-19

The path of the just during the present age in the divin e
plan is the narrow way, It is a difficult way—a way which ,
if we are faithful, leads to suffering . The Lord's providences
toward those who walk in this narrow way are often diffi-
cult to understand; but if we resolutely, and with a close d
mind, resist all suggestions to walk in any other way, whic h
would be the ways of the wicked, we will have peace in ou r
pathway. The meaning of the experiences in our pathwa y
will be brighter and we will rejoice more and more in th e
Lord and in his love, because in the true sense of the word
we are growing in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord .

More Earnest Hee d

The Apostle Paul wrote, "Therefore we ought to give the
more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, les t
at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken
by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobe-
dience received a just recompence of reward ; how shall we
escape, if we neglect so great salvation ; which at the firs t
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unt o
us by them that heard him ." (Heb. 2 :1-3) Here we are ad-
monished to hold fast the things which we have heard and
learned—admonished not to let these things slip. Paul i s
not speaking of the opinions of men which we have heard ,

24

	

THE DAWN



but the truths which have come to us through our Lor d
Jesus, the apostles and prophets ; in other words, throug h
the sacred Scriptures .

How sacred, indeed, are the truths of God's Word! It i s
these truths which light up the narrow way—the path o f
the just . The Word of God is so extensive in its covering of
every facet of the divine plan as it applies to us that a life -
time is not enough to become acquainted with all there i s
to learn from his precious Word . How true it is, as we stud y
with a pure heart, that we see new beauties in the Word o f
God and are illuminated with increasing light . Every ray of
light which really comes from the Word of God will enhanc e
the beauty of what we have learned and will increase our
appreciation of walking in the narrow way which leads t o
glory, honor, and immortality .

Equipped for Good Work

The Apostle Paul wrote, "Every inspired scripture has
its use for teaching the truth and refuting error, or for re-
formation of manners and discipline in right living, so that
the man who belongs to God may be efficient and equipped
for good work of every kind ." (II Tim. 3:16, 17 NEB) Thus
we are informed by Paul of the real purpose of the inspire d
Word of God. It is for teaching the truth and refuting error .
It is for reformation of manners and discipline in righ t
living, so that the man who belongs to God may be effi-
cient and equipped for good work of every kind . Here we
see the Holy Scriptures properly used in accomplishing
God's intended purpose in the hearts and lives of his people .

The Scriptures are not given to us for the purpose o f
building a new system of theology, but for working in us t o
will and to do of God's good pleasure . The Holy Scripture s
are as an armor of truth . As we put on and keep on th e
various parts of this armor, we will be able to stand against
all the wiles of the Devil . He may go about as a roaring lio n
seeking whom he may devour, but his roars will not frighte n
the true people of God .
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The Children of the Kingdo m

THE title "children of the kingdom" was given by Jesu s
to his followers in the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares .
This parable is recorded in Matthew 13 :24-30, and Jesus '
explanation of the parable is recorded in verses 36-43 . In
this parable, even as in the Parable of the Sower, there i s
a sowing of seed . However, in the Parable of the Sower th e
seed is explained to be "the word of the kingdom," wherea s
in the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares the seed is said
to be "the children of the kingdom ."—Matt. 13 :19, 3 8

These children of the kingdom may, and do, come int o
being through the power of the Word of God sown in thei r
hearts, but in this parable they are themselves the seed .
This is an important distinction to keep in mind as we
examine the various other details of the parable .

In the wheat and tares parable there are two sowings .
The good seed is sown, and then, "while men slept," a n
enemy sows tares in the same field . The result of this is ,
as we would expect, that the tares threaten to choke out the
wheat. The servants of the householder who sowed the goo d
seed suggest that the tares be uprooted and destroyed, but
the householder does not permit this, explaining that thi s
might also destroy the wheat . He orders that both the wheat
and the tares be permitted to grow together until the har-
vest, and that then the tares should be gathered into bun-
dles and burned, and the wheat should be gathered into
his barn .

Jesus' own explanation of this parable begins with vers e
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37, and in verse 38 he explains that the field is the world ,
and that the one who sows the good seed is "the Son of
man." The application of the parable is world-wide . It does
not represent the work of the Lord's people as sowers of
seed in every part of the age, as does the Parable of th e
Sower, but embraces the entire age, with a sowing by Jesu s
at the beginning of the age and a harvest at the end of the
age .

The sowing of the seed by the Son of man evidently de-
picts the work of Jesus in the selection of his apostles an d
other faithful disciples who constituted the nucleus of the
Early Church . These were the original children of the king-
dom, as Jesus describes them in verse 38 . And how appro-
priate is this title! These were attracted to Jesus by the
Gospel of the kingdom . It was by the Spirit of this kingdo m
Gospel that they were begotten, and devoted their lives to
the service of their Master .

Their successors in each generation throughout the ag e
were likewise those attracted by, and imbued with, the Gos-
pel of the kingdom. They are more than merely morally
righteous people ; they are people who are dedicated to th e
promotion of the good news of the coming kingdom of th e
Messiah . This is why Jesus calls them the children of the
kingdom .

The Enem y

Jesus explained that "the tares are the children of the
wicked one," and that "the enemy that sowed them is th e
Devil." This is plain language, but a true prophecy of wha t
has actually occurred . It is stated in the parable that it wa s
while "the men slept" [Greek] that the enemy sowed tares .
The men referred to here would seem to be the apostles ,
who watched over the interests of the Early Church so faith-

fully. Paul said to the elders at Ephesus, "I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in amon g
you, not sparing the flock." (Acts 20:29) Peter wrote, "Ther e
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shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring i n
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction . And
many shall follow their pernicious ways ; by reason of whom
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of ."—II Peter 2:1, 2

Not only did Jesus and the apostles warn the Early
Church of the false teachers that would come among them ,
but history reveals that this is what actually occurred .
Teachers of error are seldom limited to one falsehood, and
this is true of those who swept down upon the church afte r
the apostles fell asleep in death . Through the developmen t
of the doctrine of the trinity they "denied the Lord tha t
bought them." And by their falsehoods the loving God o f
the Bible was transformed into a torture demon by their
blasphemous hell-fire doctrine .

The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares highlights still
another false doctrine set forth by the tares,the children
of the evil one,—which is the claim that Christ's kingdo m
was established by them through the uniting of church an d
state. At the beginning of Jesus' ministry the Devil offere d
to give him all the kingdoms of this world on the conditio n
of being subservient to him . Jesus rejected this offer . But
later those whom Satan sponsored, and who were begotte n
by all his various God-dishonoring doctrines, were quit e
willing to accept the proposition, and the result of this wa s
the development of a counterfeit kingdom of Christ in th e
hands of the tares .

Historians reveal this gradual change of viewpoint . Be -
ginning in the second century the hope of a coming king-
dom on earth, to be established by the returned Christ ,
began gradually to be thrust into the background . Philo-
sophical and theological speculation began to spread
through the church, as well as "ethical reflection ." As large
numbers of the nominal church came under the influenc e
of this type of thinking, the hope of a future messiani c
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kingdom on the earth lost its significance and appeal . Thus
the way was prepared for the establishment of a counter-
feit kingdom .

At that early period, before the division between the
Greek and Roman churches, the hope of the coming king-
dom of Christ was not completely set aside . However, as the
Greek, or Eastern, Church took more definite shape, a s
separate from Rome, Dionysius, the Bishop of Alexandria,
succeeded in having the Book of Revelation eliminated from
the Greek Bible . The thought seems to be that this, at least ,
would do away with any scriptural support for the idea tha t
Christ would return and reign over the earth for a thousand
years . This biblical doctrine of Christ's thousand-year king-
dom is referred to in Greek church circles as chiliasm, an d
to this day chiliasm is bitterly opposed by the Greek Ortho-
dox clergy .

The Western Church, which gradually tightened its
organizational bonds under the leadership of Rome, di d
not take such precipitous action against the messiani c
kingdom doctrine . The fact that Christ would return an d
rein for a thousand years was taught in one form or an-
other by various individuals, seemingly without hindrance ,
until the 4th century. We quote from an article in th e
Encyclopedia Britannica :

"These facts show how vigorously the early hopes of th e
future maintained themselves in the West . In the hands o f
moralistic theologians, like Lactantius, they [the messiani c
kingdom hopes] certainly assume a somewhat grotesqu e
form, but the fact that these men clung to them is th e
clearest evidence that in the West millennarianism was stil l
a point of `orthodoxy' in the 4th century.

"This state of matters, however, gradually disappeare d
after the end of the 4th century. The change was brought
about by two causes—first, Greek theology, which reache d
the West chiefly through Jerome, Rufinus, and Ambrose ,
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and, second, the new idea of the Church wrought by Augus-
tine on the basis of the altered political situation of the
Church. Augustine was the first who ventured to teach tha t
the Catholic Church, in its empirical form, was the kingdo m
of Christ, and that the millennial kingdom had commence d
with the appearing of Christ, and was therefore an accom-
plished fact . By this doctrine of Augustine's, the old mil-
lennarianism, though not completely extirpated, was a t
least banished from the official theology . "

How clearly the historian has outlined the development s
foretold by Jesus in the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares !
By the 4th century the tares, or imitation wheat, had jus t
about completely taken over in the field. "The children o f
the kingdom" from that time forward held to their hopes ,
and proclaimed them with increasing difficulties . But as
the parable foretold, the wheat was not to be completel y
uprooted and destroyed . Rather, it was to remain and "gro w
together" with the tares until the end of the age, when
there would be a harvest . The historian reveals that this
also was a true forecast . We quote from the same article :

"It [the messianic kingdom hope] still lived on, however ,
in the lower strata of Christian society; and in certain
undercurrents of tradition it was transmitted from century
to century . At various periods in the history of the middl e
ages we encounter sudden outbreaks of millennarianism ,
sometimes as the tenet of a small sect, sometimes as a far -
reaching movement . And, since it had be suppressed, not ,
as in the East, by mystical speculation, its mightiest antag-
onist, but by the political church of the hierarchy, we find
that wherever chiliasm appears in the middle ages it make s
common cause with all enemies of the secularized Church .
. . . If the church and not the state, was regarded as Baby-
lon, and the pope declared to be the Antichrist, these were
legitimate inferences from the ancient traditions and the
actual position of the Church . "

The same historian explains that while the German an d
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Swiss reformers for a time gave some consideration t o
millennarianism, they soon "took up the same ground i n
this which the Roman Catholic Church had occupied since

the time of Augustine ." It is a well-known fact that essen-
tially all the early reformers did join hand with civil govern-
ments, and applied to their organizations the misnome r

of "Christendom . "

They Grew Together

In the parable, the householder instructed his servants
to let the wheat and the tares grow together until th e

harvest . The wheat did not live and mature while togethe r
with the tares because of any help received from the tares.
They were nourished by God, quite independent of their
surroundings, and what a true picture of this has been
given to us by the historian! Those who held to the hop e
of Christ's return and the establishment of his thousand-
year kingdom were not crowded out of the "field" entirely ,
even though the tares held the dominating position . Seem-
ingly up to and somewhat into the 4th century millennial
views were even considered orthodox—at least in some

quarters of the church .

The children of the kingdom were given this name be-
cause they were begotten of the great messianic kingdo m
hope which is so prominent throughout the Bible . When
Augustine pronounced that the Roman Church was Christ' s
kingdom on earth, and later when this apostate ecclesias-
tical system joined hands with the state, it was essential
for the wheat—the children of the kingdom—to carry o n
their activities largely "underground . " But they were ther e
in the field, and kept the light of kingdom truth from be-
coming completely snuffed out . Thus the "together" situ-
ation continued until the end of the age, when it was tim e
for the harvest to begin .

The tares as a group continued their disinterest in, and
ofttimes opposition to, the hope of the coming messiani c

(Continued on page 34 )

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

31



TEN CENT BOOKLETS [12 for $1 .00 ]

ARCHEOLOG Y
PROVES THE BIBL E
Designed to increase faith .

OUR LORD'S RETURN

Reveals manner and purpose.

SCIENCE AND CREATIO N
Harmony of science and the Bible .

A ROYAL NATIO N

Deals with British-Israel doctrines .

GOD AND REASO N
How God will bring peace .

THE TRUTH ABOUT HEL L
What the Bible really says .

GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN

A series of twenty-three lessons.

GOD HAS A PLA N
A brief outline . . Illustrated .

WHY GOD PERMITS EVI L

A satisfying message of comfort .

PARADISE WITHOUT POLLUTIO N

God's solution to man's problems .

ISRAEL IN HISTORY

AND PROPHECY

Significance of the present rebuild-

ing of Palestine .

THE GRACE OF JEHOVAH

God's appeal is through love .

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Evidence that It Is near .

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAV E
The Bible's teaching on the soul ,

spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise .

CHRIST' S

THOUSAND-YEAR KINGDOM

Christ's reign will bless mankind .

WHEN A MAN DIE S

Solves the riddle of death .

GOD'S PLA N

Illustrated by charts .

CREATIO N

Examines the Genesis record .

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES : Various books and booklets are availabl e
In foreign languages. Details will be furnished upon request .

"HOPE" : A message of comfort fo r
those who have lost loved ones i n
death, giving assurance that in th e
resurrection they will meat thei r
beloved dead . Excellent for mailing .
Twelve copies for 25 cents

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS : A toler -
ant and revealing discussion of
Catholic doctrines . An excellen t
presentation which will be enjoyed
Ly both Catholics and Protestants .

One hundred pages, 15 cents



...informative and devotional

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS [25 for $1 .00 ]

ARMAGEDDON,
THEN WORLD PEAC E
Discusses prophecies of our day .

JESUS, THE WORLD'S SAVIO R
Portrait of qualifications .

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Identifies the true witnesses o f
Jehovah and of Jesus .

THE CHURC H
The true church . . how to join .

BORN OF THE SPIRI T
When and how it takes place.

DIVINE HEALIN G
When sickness and death will end .

THE FUTURE OF ISRAE L
AND THE WORL D
A bright hope for Jew and Gentile .

THE DAY OF JUDGMEN T
Presents hope for the unsaved dead .

LIFE AFTER DEAT H
A bright future for all mankind .

PEAC E
THROUGH CHRIST'S KINGDOM
The world's only hope .

HOPE FOR A FEAR-FILLED WORL D
Mankind will not be destroyed .

THE BLOOD OF ATONEMENT
Basis of reconciliation with God .

REINCARNATIO N
VERSUS RESURRECTIO N
Shows that life after death i s
through the resurrection .

WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE ?
The Bible answers.

YOUR ADVERSARY, THE DEVI L
Who is he? Who created him ?

SPIRITUALISM—ITS CLAIMS
Can the dead communicate?

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYE R
Comforting and reassuring .

FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRI T
Understandable and scriptural .

HYMNS OF DAWN: A choice collection of th e
favorite hymns of various denominations, an d
carefully edited . Cloth bound edition, wit h
music, $1 .00 . Paper bound edition without
music, pocket size, 25 cents .

Order All Literature fro m

DAWN PUBLICATION S
EAST RUTHERFORD, N . J . 07073



(Continued from pace 31 )
kingdom on earth . There was a rebellion on the part o f
many against certain of the evils of the church-state syste m
of government, but the idea of a man-made kingdom con-
tinued, and has been adopted even by present-day libera l
theologians .

These do not, of course, advocate church-state govern-
ment, but they do emphasize that in their opinion the only
thing God will ever do for the human race will be accom-
plished, not by the establishment of a powerful government
in the hands of Christ, but by the moralistic teachings o f
denominational churches, and by the extent that they ca n
influence governments to enact and enforce righteous laws .

But amidst all the cross currents of confusion brought
about by conflicting "reform" movements and by the infil-
tration of higher criticism, evolution, and liberal thinking ,
some wheat survived. In every generation there were som e
children of the kingdom .

Early in the 19th century a wider interest than usual wa s
stimulated in the hope of Christ's return, through th e
leadership of William Miller . True, many of his teaching s
were erroneous, even as to the manner of our Lord's return ,
but it did stir up people's minds to realize that the Bibl e
taught the second coming of Christ . But this all took plac e
within the denominational churches . To whatever extent
the wheat was involved in this movement, they were stil l
together with the tares .
The "Angels" and the "Harvest "

In the parable the householder said, "In the time o f
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together firs t
the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but
gather the wheat into my barn ." (vs . 30) Jesus' explanatio n
of this is, "The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend ,
and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a
furnace of fire : there shall be wailing and gnashing -o f
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teeth . Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in th e
kingdom of their Father . Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear ."—vss . 41-43

The Greek word in this passage which is translate d
"angels" more literally means "messengers ." The mes-
sengers of the Lord could be either animate or inanimate ,
or both. As devoted living servants of God, they could b e
the holy angels of heaven, or God's consecrated people her e
on earth, or both . When we note all the various things ac-
complished by these angels, or messengers, it would appea r
that a very wide variety of agencies must be used .

There was a harvest work at the end of the Jewish Age ,
and Jesus sent forth his disciples in that work . He also
asked them to pray "the Lord of the harvest, that he wil l
send forth laborers into his harvest ." (Matt . 9:37, 38) These
devoted followers of Jesus were to do their part in that
harvest by preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, even as
it was preached by Jesus .

But in that harvest there was a burning of the "chaff . "
John the Baptist foretold this, saying "He [the Lord] wil l
thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the
garner ; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchabl e
fire ." (Matt . 3 :11, 12 ; Luke 3 :16, 17) We believe that this is
a prophecy of the destruction which came upon the Jewis h
nation in A .D. 70-73. The messengers largely responsibl e
for this "fire" were the soldiers of Titus' army .

This seems to be a revealing illustration of the two as-
pects of the harvest work at the close of the Gospel Age .
Here, also, there is a harvesting of the wheat . In this latter
harvest we have tares which are gathered and burned ,
instead of "chaff ." The messengers used by the Lord fo r
this purpose are evidently not his consecrated saints, but
whatever agencies and influences he may choose to us e
to rid the field of "all things that offend, and them whic h
do iniquity . "
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The wheat is gathered into the Lord's barn . Jesus' ex -
planation of this is, "Then shall the righteous shine forth
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father ." This explana-
tion involves the exaltation of "the children of the kingdom "
in the first resurrection to live and reign with Christ . These
shine now only as "candles ." (Matt . 5 :14-16) Even so, until
the kingdom is established in "power and great glory," the
children of the kingdom in the flesh constitute the only
light of the world . (Matt . 24:30) But when they are brought
forth in the first resurrection to reign with Christ, they will
"shine forth as the sun ." Indeed, they will be a part of that
"Sun of Righteousness" foretold by Malachi .—Mal . 4 : 2

Manifestly, to bring forth the children of the kingdo m
to the divine nature in the first resurrection requires the
exercise of power through agencies quite beyond our abilit y
to comprehand, and this work is included in the total ac-
complishments of messengers sent forth in this Gospel-Age
harvest. However, it is also true that an important part o f
this harvest work is accomplished by the children of th e
kingdom themselves through their proclamation of th e
Gospel of the kingdom, even as it was in the Jewish-Age
harvest .

The Harvest Message

In his discourse relating to the time of his second pres-
ence and the end of the age Jesus said that he would "send
his angels [messengers] with a great [sound of a] trumpet "
and that they would "gather together his elect from th e
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other ." (Matt .
24 :31) The words, "sound of a" are not in the Sinaitic Manu-
script. Here the messengers are clearly the children of th e
kingdom; as also are the "elect" who are gathered . The
gathering is accomplished by "a great trumpet," which i s
symbolic of the proclamation of a message .

This is the kingdom message of present truth, the harvest
message . It is the "everlasting Gospel" which was due to be
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proclaimed to those "that dwell on the earth, and to ever y
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people" at this en d
of the age . Some of the details of the message are outlined
by the Revelator : "Fear God, and give glory to him ; for
the hour of his judgment is come : and worship him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains o f
waters ."—Rev. 14 :6, 7

Another aspect of the message is, "Babylon is fallen, i s
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication ." (vs . 8) Babylon
is the apostate church, made up of the tares . Her "forni-
cation' was her illicit union with civil governments . By
the "wine," or doctrine, pertaining to this union as being
the kingdom of Christ, she made all nations intoxicated
with the erroneous notion that the rulers were governed
by God's authority and direction . Justified by this mon-
strous teaching, they did not hesitate to wage so-called hol y
wars to fulfil their own selfish lusts for power and glory .

The Chief Reaper

Jesus said that he would send forth his messengers to
gather his elect . This implies that he would then be presen t
in the "field" to assume the role of Chief Reaper. This is
further pointed out in Revelation 14 :14, 15 . We quote : " I
looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud on e
sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golde n
crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle . And another angel
came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to hi m
that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap : for the
time is come for thee to reap ; for the harvest of the eart h
is ripe . "

Later in this chapter we are told of "another angel" o r
messenger, who had "power over fire ." (vs . 18) This mes-
senger is assigned the work of reaping the "vine of the
earth" and of casting it into the "great winepress of th e
wrath of God ." While the metaphor here changes fro m
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fire to the winepress of God's wrath, the reference is un-
doubtedly to the gathering and destruction of the tares .
Thus we have a confirmation of the harvest truths set forth
in the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares .

In Revelation 18 :1 we read, "I saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power ; and the earth was
lightened with his glory." This seems clearly to be a ref-
erence to the return of our Lord, and the light of hi s
glory will eventually fill the earth. Concerning one of the
first features of his work, we read :

"He cried mightly with a strong voice, saying, Babylo n
the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation
of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of
every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drun k
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the king s
of the earth have committed fornication with her, and th e
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abun-
dance [margin, power] of her delicacies . And I heard an -
other voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues ."—Rev. 18:2-4

These scriptures indicate that the fall of Babylon coin-
cides with the return of our Lord and the period of his
presence, and that a part of the harvest message is th e
invitation to the wheat who were to grow together with the
tares until the harvest, now to separate themselves—"Com e
out of her, my people ." This also harmonizes with the testi-
mony of Jesus in his parable, and in his great prophec y
relative to the end of the age .

Now in the Harves t

Are there any evidences to indicate that these prophecies
have been correctly understood? This is an important con-
sideration, for if there is sound reason to believe that w e
are now in the harvest at the end of the age, it would b e
one of the outstanding proofs of the "parousia" of our
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Lord Jesus as the Chief Reaper in this harvest . We believe
that there is such evidence. Let us remember that th e
harvest has to do with both the wheat and the tares . And
we think that the evidence is clear that there has been, an d
continues to be, a harvesting of the wheat, and a bundlin g
of the tares, and a beginning, at least, of the burning o f
some of the tares .

Let us first consider the symbolic harvesting of the
wheat—the children of the kingdom . There is evidence
to show that about the year 1874 a little group of earnes t
students of the Bible began to understand clearly th e
glorious promises of the Bible pertaining to the time an d
manner of our Lord's return . They also came to understand
the purpose of his return—that he was first of all to b e
Lord of the harvest, and then, through the full establish-
ment of his kingdom, accomplish the "restitution of al l
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began ."—Acts 3:19-23

One of that number, whom thousands of earnest Christ-
ians have come to think of as "that servant," was blessed b y
the Lord with the ability and the assets, and had the sacri-
ficing zeal to publicize these truths far and wide . They
were sent in printed form to ministers and Sunday Schoo l
teachers throughout the entire country . The children of th e
kingdom were no longer restrained as in the past. God had
given them the message, and a way to proclaim it, and th e
"trumpet" began to sound .

This was not a work that was done in a corner, for in
a few short years "Millennial Dawnism," as it was called ,
became known throughout all Christendom . These Millen-
nial Dawn people,—a people separated from nominal
Christianity,—worked together to proclaim the Gospel o f
the kingdom with ever-increasing volume and clarity .

These were, indeed, and in truth, the children of th e
kingdom, for they not only believed in the promises of th e
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Bible relative to Christ's thousand-year kingdom, but th e
glorious prospect of the kingdom filled them with a self-
sacrificing zeal that allowed nothing to prevent them fro m
proclaiming, on every suitable occasion, this glorious har-
vest and kingdom message .

In ever-increasing numbers the children of the kingdo m
became associated to proclaim the good news pertaining to
the thousand-year kingdom of Christ, and the blessings o f
peace, health, and everlasting life that would reach the
people through the administration of its laws of righteous-
ness. Nor has this witness to the kingdom Gospel eve r
ceased . Satan endeavors to discourage, separate, and disrup t
the children of the kingdom : through deception and other -
wise, but they have always been able to regroup and con-
tinue trumpeting forth the harvest and kingdom message .

So it was that while these children of the kingdom did
exist throughout the age, growing together with the tares ,
when the time for the harvest arrived God in his providenc e
saw to it that they began to be separated from the tare s
and to have a separate identity . And how richly were those
blessed who recognized what was taking place, and wh o
joined hands with the reapers who were sounding forth the
harvest message of present truth !

The Tares

The tares of the parable, Jesus explained, are "the chil-
dren of the wicked one ." This does not mean that they are
immoral people and professed servants of the Devil . It
simply means that their viewpoints and lives are governe d
by the concept of Satan's counterfeit teachings pertainin g
to the kingdom of God . Morally they are among the world' s
finest, and hold sincerely to the false concepts of the king-
dom which are so prominent in the "Christian" society o f
which they are a part.

The bundling and burning of the tares is explained by
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Jesus to mean their removal from the kingdom of whic h
they profess to be a part . The "field" in which the wheat
was sown was designed to be a wheat field . The tares were
sown by an enemy, and did not belong with the wheat, s o
they are removed—the parable says "cast into a furnac e
of fire" where "there shall be wailing and gnashing o f
teeth . "

We understand that the tares are destroyed as tares, no t
as individuals . This is indicated by the statement that eve n
when they are cast into the furnace of fire there is wailing
and gnashing of teeth . This is an expression used by Jesu s
to denote great disappointment and chagrin . How discon-
certing and disappointing it will be to the tare class to learn
that their much vaunted conception of the kingdom of
heaven is not acceptable to the Lord and, as a class, is
therefore removed from the field .

The parable states, "Gather ye together first the tares ,
and bind them in bundles to burn them." It is not necessary
to conclude from this that the bundling and burning of the
tares is all completed before the harvesting of the whea t
begins . The thought is, rather, that the completion of the
bundling of the tares, and their being cast into the fire, i s
prior to the time when the wheat is all gathered into th e
"barn," which Jesus explains as the righteous shining "fort h
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father . "

It is reasonable to conclude that the furnace of fire in
which the tares are burned is the great time of trouble i n
which the present evil world is destroyed . (Dan . 12 :1 ; Gal .
1 :4) In this time of great tribulation all the various element s
of the present humanly constituted social order will disin-
tegrate and vanish. (Matt . 24:21) This will include all the
various tare organizations, or "bundles . "

Following quickly, the real kingdom of Christ will begin
to function for the blessing of the people . This will be th e
wheat class, the children of the kingdom, brought forth i n
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the first resurrection, and shining as the sun for the en-
lightenment and healing of all nations .

This thousand-year rulership of Christ's kingdom wil l
destroy all the enemies of God and of righteousness, eve n
death. Every knee will bow and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God . This work ac-
complished, the prayer, "Thy kingdom come . Thy will b e
done in earth, as it is in heaven," will be fully answered . —
Isa. 45:23 ; Rom. 14 :11 ; Rev. 5 :13; Matt. 6 :1 0

Wee, Prager Meeting Texts
JULY 4—"Who hath believed
our report? and to whom is th e
arm of the Lord revealed?"—
Isaiah 53:1 (Z. '99-6 Hymn 255 )
JULY 11—"Whosoever is begot -
ten of God sinneth not, . bu t
keepeth himself, and that wicke d
one toucheth him not ."— I John
5 :18 (Z . '99-58 Ilymn 125 )
JULY 18—"In the last days

perilous times shall come . Men
shall be traitors, heady, .
lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God ."—TI Timothy 3 :1, 4
(Z . '99-102 Hymn 294)
JULY 25— "There is one Law-
giver, who is able to save and t o
destroy: who art thou that judg-
est another?—James 4 :12 (Z .
'99-139 Hymn ??? )

Passed Ove r

ON MAY 10, 1974 Brother Martin C . Mitchell passed to his
reward. Brother Mitchell was immersed in 1910 when he
was 15 years old, and he faithfully served the Lord in man y
capacities during his consecrated life . He was a charte r
member of The Dawn and a trustee since its inception, an d
a member of the editorial committee for many years. For
the past 18 years he has been a full time worker at Th e
Dawn. In addition to Sister Irene Mitchell, his wife, he i s
survived by a brother, Harrison, and Sister Norma Mitchell ,
his sister in the flesh . Our sympathy goes out to Siste r
Irene, and to all of those bereaved, because of the void
and loneliness, but we rejoice with Brother Mitchell that h e
has finished his earthly course .
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The British Section
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The Scriptures give us the
thought that when the great
plan of salvation is fully
worked out, a blessed oneness
will pervade the whole uni-
verse. Lucifer (shining one),
who became Satan (opponent
of God), will have been de-
stroyed (Rev . 20 :10 ; Heb . 2 :14) ,
and any among the fallen
angels misled by Satan, and
who fail to be recovered as a
result of their future judgment
(Greek, krisis—trial or test-
ing), will also have been de-
stroyed. (I Cor . 6:3) Also, in
the testing period after th e
end of the thousand years o f
Messiah's kingdom, those o f
the human family who in an y
way come short will also have
been cut off . (Rev. 20 :9) From
that time onward, "everythin g
that bath breath shall praise

the Lord" (Ps . 150 :6) and thi s
ideal state and perfect onenes s
of heart, mind, word, and work ,
toward which the divine plan
has been moving, will finally
be reached . Paul expresses i t
as all things in heaven and in
earth being gathered togethe r
in one in Christ.—Eph. 1 :10

This gathering together of
all things in heaven and earth
into a perfect oneness wit h
God and with one another be-
ing spoken of as a gathering
together of all things in Chris t
is doubtless because it is only
through the great ransom sac-
rifice that mankind could b e
redeemed from the condem-
nation which passed upon all
in Adam, and who throug h
Christ's millennial kingdom
will have the gracious oppor-
tunity of being reunited wit h
one another and with God .

Further, the Scriptures re -
veal that this work of reunitin g
all into one and under on e
Head, is divided into two parts :
the church, a firstfruit unt o
God of his creatures, bein g
dealt with during the Gospel
Age (Jas . 1 :18), followed by the
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remainder of mankind durin g
the thousand years of Messiah' s
kingdom.—Acts 15 :14-1 7

Realising the supreme im-
portance of this oneness, ou r
dear Redeemer, before his
disciples, specially prayed for
them, as well as for all thos e
who would believe on him
through their word, that this
blessed condition might be re-
alised by those who were the n
about to be drawn by th e
Father and brought into re-
lationship with him . "Neither
pray I for these alone, but fo r
them also which shall believ e
on me through their word; tha t
they alI may be one ; as thou ,
Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may b e
one in us : that the world ma y
believe that thou bast sent me .
And the glory which thou
gayest me I have given them ,
that they may be one, even
as we are one : I in them, and
thou in me, that they may b e
made perfect in one ; and tha t
the world may know that tho u
hast sent me, and hast love d
them, as thou hast loved me . "
—John 17 :20-2 3

It is surely, then, of the
utmost importance that all who
have bee given the opportuni-
ty of coming into oneness wit h
the Father through justifica-
tion and the begetting of the

Holy Spirit should realise tha t
one of the Lord's principal re-
quirements of this class is tha t
they endeavor to keep "the
unity of the Spirit in the bond s
of peace," for there can be n o
perfect operation of the Spiri t
of God, or peace, without unity .
Realising then, the importanc e
of reaching and maintainin g
this condition of oneness wit h
God in Christ, we would sa y
with the psalmist, "One thin g
have I desired of the Lord ,
that will I seek after ; that I
may dwell in the house of th e
Lord all the day of my life ,
to behold the beauty of the
Lord, and to inquire in hi s
temple ."—Ps . 27 : 4

The blessedness here de-
scribed by the psalmist can
only be realised and enjoyed
by attaining and maintaining a
condition of oneness with God ;
a full submission to his wil l
and all his gracious arrange-
ments for his people . And s o
when Paul says, "One thing I
do" (Phil . 3 :13), we may thin k
of him as including the though t
of having the mind centere d
upon all the conditions neces-
sary to the attainment of th e
wonderful calling wherewit h
we have been called. "Let us
therefore, as many as [would ]
be perfect, be thus minded ;
and if in anything ye are other -

44

	

THE DAWN



wise minded, even this shall
God reveal unto you ." (Phil .
3 :15, R.V.) "Otherwise mind
ed"—indicating a failure t o
keep in full accord with the
mind of the Lord! But even
in such a condition, whatever
may be the cause of the weak-
ness or difficulty, the apostl e
here states that our Heavenl y
Father stands ready to make
plain to his loyal and faithful
children the way back to the
unity of the Spirit in the bond s
of peace .

In view of the words of the
psalmist, "One thing have I
desired of the Lord, that wil l
I seek after ; that I may dwel l
in the house of the Lord al l
the days of my life, to behold
the beauty of the Lord, an d
to inquire in his temple," it is
not difficult to see that onl y
the attainment of a continuou s
unity of purpose during ou r
probation in the school of
Christ can prepare us for that
blessed and eternal union and
oneness beyond the vail.

And to enjoy continued
membership in the Lord' s
house this side the vail—"th e
house of God, which is th e
church of the living God"—
we must also continue to abid e
in Christ, subject to all th e
rules and arrangements of this
house . One who failed in this

respect is brought to our atten-
tion in Matthew 22:13, and of
the "unprofitable servent" the
Master had to say, "Cast him
into outer darkness; there shall
be weeping and gnashing of
teeth." But to continue to hav e
perfect heart desires for one-
ness with the Lord in th e
affairs of his church and a
share in his service is surely
one of the best ways of attain-
ing this condition of perfec t
oneness with God and Chris t
and all the gracious arrange-
ments of the heavenly inheri-
tance, when we shall actually
"behold the beauty of the Lord ,
and inquire in his temple . "

Exercised Patience

The apostle's exhortation in
Romans 15 :5, 6 contains furthe r
valuable suggestions in order
that we might be prepared for
that blessed oneness with the
Father and our Lord Jesus be-
yond the vail : "Now the Go d
of patience and consolation
grant you to be likeminded one
toward another according to
Christ Jesus : that ye may with
one mind and one mouth glori-
fy God, even the Father of ou r
Lord Jesus Christ ." By nature
we are each of us of a more
or less different mind from
others of the called ones, hav-
ing been brought out of differ-
ent earthly environments, hav -
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ing had different earthly in-
terests, and each with his or
her particular weaknesses an d
imperfections according to th e
flesh . Hence, always to be of
the same mind as our brethre n
even when all are seeking t o
have the mind of Christ, i s
frequently difficult of attain-
ment, specially at the begin-
ning of our probation as mem-
bers of the body of Christ .

So Paul says, "Now the God
of patience" grant that thi s
state of grace may be realised ;
giving us the thought that the
exercise of patience on the
part of our Heavenly Fathe r
is needed that he migh t
patiently deal with us, an d
patiently help us to attain
this condition of grace, and
specially that we might pro -
claim the Lord's message in
perfect unity with the fellow
members of the body of Christ ;
that we might, as Paul says ,
"with one mouth glorify th e
God and Father of our Lor d
Jesus Christ ." "Wherefore re-
ceive ye one another as Christ
also received us to the glor y
of God . "

It is also important to re -
member that "he that is joine d
to the Lord is one spirit ."
(I Cor. 6:17, R.V.) In the
earthly marriage arrangement ,
the Scriptures say, "the twain

shall become one flesh ." (Matt .
19 :5, R .V.) So too, when united
to the Lord through the be -
getting of his Spirit and adop-
tion into his family, there must
follow spiritual unity—a unit y
which by the Lord's grace be -
comes more and more real an d
strong in order that it may, b y
his grace, endure throughout
the eternal years .

Unity in Heart As Wel l
As in Hea d

In further exhortations t o
spiritual unity the apostl e
urges his Philippian brethren
to "stand fast in one spirit ,
with one mind striving to-
gether for the faith of the
Gospel ." In the case of some
who have been blessed with a
knowledge of present truth ,
the message appeals to them
as being so reasonable, logical ,
and scripturally harmonious ,
while the creeds of the churc h
systems appear so unreason -
able, illogical, and contradic-
tory to what is written, tha t
their natural love of logic and
good sense will sometimes be -
come the most prominent fac-
tor in their arguments in sup -
port of what God has revealed .
Of course, to be "all head an d
no heart" would be a seriou s
defect, so the apostle wisel y
suggests that we should en-
deavour to balance matters .
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Ile says we should "stand fas t
in one spirit" in connection
with our endeavours to help
others to understand the fait h
of the Gospel, so that the one
Spirit, the Spirit of the Master ,
the Spirit of love, may at al l
times prompt us, and be the
motive at the back of all we
do .

Thus, to serve the interests
of the truth with heart as wel l
as with head is again shown to
be the Lord's wise method ,
being not only the most suc-
cessful method for serving hi s
cause, but also a sure prepara-
tion for that blessed and eter-
nal unity beyond the vail . The
apostle urges that this goo d
work should continue to go
forward, however many may be
the adversaries of the truth ,
and however much they may
seek to put sufficient fear into
our hearts to paralyse ou r
efforts to honour his name ; for
"if God be for us, who can be
against us?"—Rom. 8 :3 1

Note how the Master inti-
mates that he well knew be -
forehand all that would be in-
volved when sending forth hi s
servants with the message of
salvation; that they would be
going as sheep into the mids t
of wolves, as well as into the
midst of conditions where me n
would say all manner of evil

against them falsely for hi s
sake . But the Master added :
"When they deliver you up ,
be not anxious how or what
ye shall speak: for it shall b e
given you in that hour what ye
shall speak." (Matt . 10:16-20)
And John assures us, "Greater
is he that is in you than h e
that is in the world." (I John
4:4) Hence we may fully res t
on the Master's encouraging
word, "Nothing shall by an y
means hurt you." There are
indeed comforting and encour-
aging words of life to those h e
would send forth in his service ,
contending for the faith o f
the Gospel. Our life is hid in
Christ by God, therefore how-
ever great the obstacles ma y
be, let us not fear to go stead-
ily forward in his name.

To the young ruler who cam e
to Jesus indicating his desir e
to serve God and do his will
the Master replied, "One thin g
thou lackest." In coming t o
God the young man had take n
certain steps in the right di-
rection, so that, as the accoun t
tells us, Jesus "beholding hi m
loved him." At the same tim e
it was the Master's duty to
point out wherin he cam e
short .—Mark 10 :17-2 1

The holding on by this youn g
man to his riches was hinder-
ing a closer relationship an d
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still greater usefulness in the
service of God and that of hi s
fellows . May it not be possibl e
to say this of some who hav e
consecrated themselves to the
Lord in response to the heaven-
ly call? In some instances may
it not be that in one's steward-
ship of material riches con-
secrated to the Lord but still
under one's control, there has
been a lack in one's faithful-
ness as a steward? Let us all
examine ourselves in this di-
rection, for "the Lord loveth
a cheerful giver ."—one wh o
loves to assist in the Gospel
work in whatever way may b e
open to him, with no need for
urging or for appeals for funds .
Having all sufficiency in all
things, let us abound unt o
every good work.

Sectarianism vs .
Scriptural Unity

In Galatians 3 :28 the apostl e
again emphasises this onenes s
which should exist in th e
church as a preparation for th e
eternal oneness with th e
Father and with Jesus our
Lord, and with one another
beyond the vail ; for in Chris t
Paul says, "There is neither
Jew nor Greek, bond nor free ,
male nor female : for ye are
all one in Christ Jesus ." What
a contrast is here shown be-
tween the divine order among

God's people and the state o f
things that exists in huma n
society, religious or secular !
A Jew, specially in earlier
days, was very proud of hi s
ancestry; but on coming into
Christ such a one was n o
longer a Jew, but a new crea-
ture in Christ Jesus . Likewise,
the Greek on coming int o
Christ, no longer thought o f
himself as a member of th e
nation, the most advanced o f
all nations in learning and
culture, but was now exalted t o
a very much higher position a s
a child of God and an hei r
of his kingdom .

Similarly, if one had been
a bondsman or a slave, thi s
would be nothing of which
to be ashamed, for old thing s
pass away when we enter th e
family of God. Similarly a-
mong the Gentiles even down
to our own day—people of
honourable birth or possessor s
of wealth like to associat e
with their own class, and kee p
up social barriers against
others . But the Lord's peopl e
seek to forget the things that
are behind ; and instead of
dwelling, for instance, upon
past earthly honours—if the y
possessed any—are surely
humiliated as they think how ,
in spite of their natural un-
worthiness, they have been
called to share in the honour s
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of the messianic kingdom .

Joy in Unity

Again, in Philippians 2 : 2
Paul tells us that his joy
would he full and complete
if he knew that those to who m
he was writing were of "the
same mind, having the same
love" for God and for on e
another; "being of one accord"
in their service for the Lord
and the brethren. He further
reminds us that in the true
church there is only "one
body"—not many bodies dis-
tinguished by various sectaria n
names ; and "one spirit"—on e
life, the life of Christ animat-
ing the body, all the members
also inspired by the one hop e
of ere long being with the
Lord, made like him and see-
ing him as he is .

One Sacrificial Offerin g

Finally, as an additional help
to our attaining that perfect
oneness in Christ, Paul re -
minds us (Heb . 10 :14) how th e
members of Christ are calle d
to share in the sin-offering ,
being sanctified or set apart
to share in the one offering ;
being privileged to participate
in this as an additional mean s
of assisting us to be "perfected
forever." (permanently per-
fected, Diag .) Here the refer-
ence is evidently to the Da y
of Atonement sin-offering com-

posed of a bullock and a goat
which provided an atonemen t
or covering of Israel's sins fo r
a twelve-month, when woul d
follow another Day of Atone-
ment sacrifice, and then an-
other, "year by year contin-
ually . "

This was appropriate unti l
the great antitypical sin-offer-
ing participated in by Christ
and the church would begin
to be offered, the members o f
the body of Christ after being
released from adamic condem-
nation through the ransom
sacrifice, as well as the Hea d
being called to "suffer fo r
sin" ; that is, suffer on accoun t
of the sins of others, or
expressed from another angle ,
"suffer for righteousness '
sake." Onenesa of experience
in carrying out this sacrifice
thus becomes one more power-
ful factor in uniting all the
Lord's consecrated followers .

By all these various means
touched upon foregoing, Go d
in his wisdom has been bring-
ing his people together as one .

This full reconciliation o f
the church the scriptures sho w
to be a most important step
toward the great consumma-
tion of the divine plan when
all things in heaven and in
earth will be reunited i n
Christ .
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RADIO TOPICS FOR JULY

7—"Freedom From Fear"

	

21—"Whosoever Believeth "

14—"The Three World's"

	

23—"What Is Death? "



Vineyard Echoes

The

Genera l

Conventio n

Program
Albion, Michigan, August 3- 8

ALBION is readily accessible by airplane, and by bus .
Doubtless, as in the past, the majority of the brethren wh o
attend the General Convention will travel by automobile ,
and the Michigan highways are excellent . Albion Colleg e
is located on Highway Number 94, and is within the cit y
limits .

While many of the brethren are expected to arrive o n
Friday Aug . 2, the first meal to be served by the colleg e
will be Saturday morning . August 3 .

THE CONVENTION PROGRA M

The convention committee has furnished us with an out-
line of the program, which we are glad to present, be -
ginning on the next page. Come with a prayer for a ric h
blessing. A report of the convention will appear in the
October issue of The Dawn .
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SATURDAY, August 3, 1974

Chairman : Brother Stanley Koszka

	

9 :30

	

Opening Rall y

	

9 :45

	

Welcome Address

	

Brother C . M. Chupa
Detroit, Mich .

	

10 :15

	

Welcome by College

	

Mr . Morley Frase r
Director o f

Continuing Educatio n

	

10 :30

	

Intermission

	

11 :00

	

Discourse

	

Brother John P . Richardso n
Denver, Colo .

	

11 :30

	

Discourse

	

Brother Roy Polan d
Indianapolis, Ind .

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Sessio n

	

2 :00

	

Testimony Meeting

	

2 :45

	

Discourse

	

3 :15

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :45

	

Discourse

	

4 :30

	

Discourse

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Session

Brother Edmund Blicharz
Detroit, Mich .

Brother Tunis Gery
Los Angeles, Calif .

Brother H . W. Ostrander
Fresno, Calif .

Brother William G. Blon g
San Francisco, Calif.

	

7 :00

	

Praise Servic e

	

7 :15

	

Discours e

	

7 :45

	

Discours e

	

8 :30

	

Vesper s

	

9 :00

	

Songs in the Night

Brother John Baraco s
Pittsburgh, Pa .

Brother Edward Fay
San Francisco, Calif.

Brother Stanley Borowie c
Buffalo, N .Y .



SUNDAY, August 4, 1974

Chairman : Brother Timothy Krupa

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotion s

	

9 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother George O . Jeuc k
Winter Park, Fla .

	

9 :45

	

Discourse

	

Brother W. N . Woodwort h
New York, N .Y .

	

10 :30

	

Intermissio n

	

11 :00

	

Praise Service

	

11 :15

	

Convention Theme Discourse

	

Brother John Hul l
Los Angeles, Calif .

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Session

	

2 :00

	

Praise Service

	

2 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother S. J . Sundaraja n
Indi a

	

3 :00

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :30

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother Sidney Jone s
Winnipeg, Man ., Canad a

	

4 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother David Bruc e
Los Angeles, Calif .

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Sessio n

	

7 :00

	

Praise Service

	

7 :30

	

Public Meeting

	

Bible Answers Fil m

"Life After Death"



MONDAY, August 5, 197 4

Chairman : Brother William Har p

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotion s

	

9 :15

	

Discourse Brother Mike Balk o
West Newton, Pa .

	

10 :00

	

Intermissio n

	

10 :30

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother John Bache r
Kansas City, Mo .

	

11 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother Michael Nekor a
Los Angeles, Calif .

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Sessio n

	

2 :00

	

Praise Servic e

	

2 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother J . B. Webste r
Medford, Mass .

	

2 :45

	

Discourse

	

Brother Ken Fernet s
New York, N .Y .

	

3 :15

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :45

	

Discourse

	

Brother G . R. Pollock
Los Angeles, Calif .

	

4 :30

	

Discourse

	

Brother George M. Jeuc k
New York, N .Y .

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Sessio n

	

7 :00

	

Panel Discussion

	

"Why Do Christians Die?"
Moderator : Brother Walter Blichar z
Panel : Brothers Edward Fay, John Hull ,

Stanley Jeuck, Tunis Ger y

	

8 :30

	

Vespers

	

Brother Emile Herrscher
Phoenix, Ariz .

	

9 :00

	

Songs in the Night



TUESDAY, August 6, 197 4

Chairman : Brother Cad Boughto n

9:00 Morning Devotion s
9 :15 Discourse Brother Harry Passio s

Pilgri m

10 :00 Intermissio n
10 :30 Discourse Brother Gilbert Rice

San

	

Diego, Calif.

11 :15 Discourse Brother R .

	

J .

	

Krup a
Los Angeles,

	

Calif .

12 :00 Close of Morning Sessio n

2 :00 Symposium
Faithful in :

1 .

	

Doctrine Brother Charles Zubowsk y
2 .

	

Trials Brother Stephen Surac i
3 . Service Brother George Passio s
4. Prayer Brother Weston Thornberg

3 :15 Intermissio n
3 :45 Testimony Meeting Brother W. H. Vrooman

	

4 :30

	

Discours e

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon

Orlando, Fla .

Brother Lloyd Hagensic k
St . Petersburg, Ha .

Sessio n

	

7 :00

	

Vesper s

	

7 :30

	

Songs in the Nigh t

	

7 :45

	

Elders' Meeting

Brother Frank Niemcza k
Detroit, Mich .



WEDNESDAY, August 7, 197 4

Chairman: Brother F . S . Wassman n

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotion s

	

9 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother K. M. Nai l
New York, N .Y .

	

10 :00

	

Intermissio n

	

10 :30

	

Convention Business Meeting

	

11 :45

	

Greetings

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Sessio n

	

2 :00

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother Robert Gorecki
Detroit, Mich .

	

2 :45

	

Discourse

	

Brother Burton Brow n
Los Angeles, Calif .

	

3 :15

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :45

	

Question Meeting .

	

Questions to be submitted a t

Convention .
Moderator : Brother Emile Herrsche r

Panel : Brothers G . R. Pollock, R . J . Krupa ,

E . K . Penrose, W. N . Woodwort h

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Sessio n

	

7 :00

	

Baptismal Discourse

	

Brother Stephen Roskiewicz
Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

7 :45

	

Immersion Service

Immerse r

	

8 :30

	

Vespers

	

9 :00

	

Songs in the Night

Brother Frank Nemesh
Detroit, Mich .

Brother Wade Austi n
Los Angeles, Calif .



THURSDAY, August 8, 197 4

Chairman : Brother Don Roar k

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotion s

	

9 :15

	

Testimony Meeting

	

10 :00

	

Discourse

	

10 :45

	

Intermissio n

	

11 :15

	

Discours e

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Sessio n

	

2 :00

	

Symposiu m

Faithful in :

1. Patient Endurance

2. Confidenc e

3. Watchfulnes s

	

3 :00

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :30

	

Discours e

	

4 :00

	

Discours e

	

4 :30

	

Discourse

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Session

Brother Ed Wachnick i
Pontiac, Mich .

Brother E. K. Penrose
Pilgri m

Brother Leo Pos t
New York, N .Y .

Brother A . Jarmo n

Brother Leidy Rut h

Brother T . Trzecia k

Brother Alex Gonczewsk i
Agawam, Mass .

Brother Charles Newha m
Minneapolis, Minn .

Brother Walter Rozmu s
Gerson, Man ., Canad a

	

7 :00

	

Melodies of Praise

	

7 :30

	

Discours e

	

8 :15

	

Love Feast

Brother Richard Rut h
Sellersville, Pa .

Brother L . W. Zbik
Detroit, Mich



RESERVATION FOR M

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTION
Albion Colleg e

Albion, Michigan
AUGUST 3-8, 1974

Put an X in each square
for which you will require accommodations :

AUG .
2

AUG.

3

AUG .

4

AUG .

5

AUG.
6

AUG.

7

AUG.

8

No food will be served on August 2.
Breakfast will be served on August 8 .

Name :

Address :

City, State, and Zip code :

Names of all of the other persons included in this reservation :
(Give age if 5 through 18 years of age . )

Total number of persons for which reservations are bein g
made

SEE OTHER SIDE FOR RATES AND OTHER INFORMATION



This year it is important for better food service, to registe r
and pay in full in advance . This will enable the University
to more accurately estimate food requirements . Your co -
operation in this matter will also greatly facilitate the check-
ing-in process. Please make payment before July 1 .

Payment should be made to :
Bible Students General Conventio n
P. O . Box 9 6
Marne, Mich . 4943 5

The weekly rate for food and lodging is $52.00 per person ,
two to a room .
The daily rate for room and meals is $8 .00 per person .

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR CHILDRE N
The convention will pay half the above listed rate for childre n
5 through 18 years of age .

REGISTRATION

Registration will start Friday morning at 9 :00 a .m. and wil l
continue Saturday until midnight . Thereafter registration
will be from 9 :00 a .m. until 10:00 p .m. Registration will b e
in the upper lobby of Baldwin Hall .

TRANSPORTATIO N

Transportation will be available from airports, bus stations ,
and railroad stations to the college at a nominal charge .
Indicate with your registration the time and place of arrival .

FIGURE YOUR ADVANCE PAYMENT HER E

Adults
Rate X no . of days

	

	 X no . of people (over 18 yrs .) $	
Total for adult s

Children
Rate X no . of days	
Times no . of children	
Less 50% discount

	

	 	 $	
Total for children

	

Total Payment for Adults and Children $ 	



Speakers'Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t
These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn . Thei r

services are furnished free upon request. Address your request to Dawn Bibl e

Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit will be arranged whe n

possible .

E . K. PENROS E
Winnipeg, Man .

	

July 1

Detroit, MI

	

6, 7

West Newton, PA

	

2 2

Allentown, PA

	

2 3
Catawissa, PA

	

2 4
York, PA

	

2 5
Columbus, OH

	

2 6
L . POST

Catawissa, PA

	

July 2 1

H . W. PRIC E
San Diego, CA

	

July 1

Los Angeles area

	

2-1 9

Phoenix, AZ

	

21,2 2
Lamesa, TX

	

24, 2 5
Oklahoma City, OK

	

26-2 8
Stigler, OK

	

2 9
Goodman, Mo

	

3 1

R . SURAC I
Hartford, CT

	

July 1 4

W . N . WOODWORTH
Los Angeles, CA

	

July 4- 6

BRITISH SPEAKER'S APPOINTMENT S

E . T . NADAL

	

W. F . READER
July 6

	

Latchford

	

August 4

August 1 0

LITERATURE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS— RECORDED LECTURE SERVICE— Tape s

70, Station Road, Gidea Park, Rom-

	

and cassettes on loan-15, Southwoo d

ford, Essex . RM2 6DA

	

Gardens, Goats Hill, Ilford, Essex .

IG2 6Y F

A . KRUMPOLT
Baltimore, M D
Philadelphia, P A

K . NAI L
Allentown, P A

J . PANUCC I
New Haven, CT

G. PASSIOS
Sayville, NY

	

July 1 4
H. PASSIO S

Winnipeg, Man .

	

July 1
Elyria, OH

	

4
Toledo, OH

	

5
Detroit, MI

	

6, 7
Chatham, Ont .

	

8
London, Ont .

	

9
Jackson, MI

	

1 0
Pontiac, Ml

	

1 1
Grand Rapids, MI

	

12-1 4

K. FERNETS
Pottstown, PA

G . JEUC K
York, PA

July 1 4

July 2 1

July 2 1
2 1

July 7

July 1 4

Dewsbury
H I !

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
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Conventions
WINNIPEG, MAN ., June 30, July 1 —
Lithuanian Club Hall, 240 Manitob a
Ave . Mr . Sidney E . Jones, Box 2, Gr p
10, RR 1, Garson, Man . ROE ORO
LOS ANGELES, CA, July 4-7—Downe y
Community Theatre, 8441 E Fireston e
Blvd ., Downey. A. W. Abrahamsen ,
710 S . Hobart Blvd . No. 207, Lo s
Angeles 90005
DETROIT, MI, July 6, 7—Armenia n
Cultural Bldg ., 22011 Northwester n
Hwy . South'ield . Frank N er czck ,
18937 Murray Hill, Detroit 4823 3
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ, July 6, 7—
Douglass College, Hickman Hall ,
George St . at Rte 18 . Mrs . Kenneth

Rawson, 60 Jersey Ave ., Edison, NJ
0881 7
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, July 7—2601 Fill -
more St ., N. E . Mrs . Mike Nekora,
2601 Fillmore St., N . E . 5541 8
PRINCE ALBERT, SASK ., July 11-14—
Coronet Motor Hotel, Hwy 2 South ,
Prince Albert. Mr . Fred Yasinchuk ,
Box 325, Prince Albert .
CINCINNATI, OH, July 21— 285 0
Dunaway. Mr . John Slavich, 126 S . 2 2
St . Richmond, IN 4737 4
CHICAGO, IL, July 28—Masonic Tem-
ple, 5352 W . Chicago Ave . Mr . Ada m
Miskawitz, 1905 Connie Ct ., Aurora ,
IL 6050 5

iosoiou3 'socoiosoo°oaoio oio o~oeoSoeoeoage000aogoaoios~oioo~e~000ioaoa3ioo °000~ou °oe$oo°so i

POEMS OF THE WAY

A 200 page book of religious poems—all beautifully illus-
trated.

Compiled by the late Martin C. Mitchell, who for many
years was a faithful worker at The Dawn, and in various
capacities .

This poem book will have a wide appeal . Poems by forty-
five authors are used, and besides there are 43 poems b y
unknown authors .

The book, Poems of the Way, is priced at $5 .00 each .
Through a courtesy arrangement orders may be sent to :

The Dawn, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073

or to the widow

Mrs . Martin C. Mitchell, 37 Wilson Avenue,
Rutherford, New Jersey 07070
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -

five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstanding

text books on the Bible for our day .

SIX VOLUME S
OVER 3,000 PAGES

CLOTH BOUN D

$5oa
PER SET

THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGE S
CLOTH . 75 CENTS : PAPER, 80 CENT S

THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH . 75 CENTS

THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH . 75 CENT S

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH, $1.2 5

THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH, $1 .2 8

THE NEW CREATIO N
CLOTH . $1 .2 8

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH :
VOLUMES 4-8, 15 CENTS EACH

TABERNACLE

	

DAILY
SHADOWS

	

HEAVENLY
MANNA

CLOTH
BOUND . 500

	

CLOTH BOUND, $1 .0 0

Presents the significanc e
of the sacrificial service s

_of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day;
ruled pages for birthda y
records .

1

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073



To os the SCRIPTURES
A ..

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age--ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished,
God's blessings shall come "to all people ." and they find access to him.

Cor . 3 :16, 17 : Eph, 2 :2022 ; Gen . 28,14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling. shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion, and the temcie shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between Go : and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5 . 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."----Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 : Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is ." be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :2.4 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; it Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saint s
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .---Eph . 4 :12 : Matt . 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 :6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millen,iial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church---when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .--Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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