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Highlights of Dawn
PART 2

The Times of the Gentiles

"Thou, 0 king, art a king of kings; for the God of heave n
hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory .
And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts o f
the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into
thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all . Tho u
art this head of gold ."—Daniel 2 :37, 38

THE king referred to in our text is Nebuchadnezzar, who
ruled the Babylonian Empire during the heyday of its pow-
er and glory. He was ruler at the time the Jewish nation
was conquered and its people taken captive to Babylon .
This occurred in 606 B. C., although some of the Jewish
people were taken to Babylon some fifteen or sixtee n
years before this, among them Daniel and his three friends ,
who later became high officials in the Babylonian Empire .

The four world Gentile powers, Babylon, Medo-Persia ,
Greece, and Rome, are often referred to in conjunctio n
with each other, and one might suppose that these wer e
the only great empires of ancient times, but actually ther e
were others . Egypt was one of these, and then there was
the Assyrian Empire which destroyed the ten-tribe king-
dom of Israel and took many of these tribes into captivity
in Assyria .
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Besides, there were almost innumerable smaller Gen -
tile nations and powers . Many of these, such as the Amala-
kites and the Philistines, were hostile to God's chose n
people Israel, and were used by the Lord on various occa-
sions to punish his covenant people because they had been
unfaithful to their covenant with him . And there are still
Gentile nations and powers quite unrelated to the Baby-
lonian Empire which are not being used by the Lord a s
that empire was, beginning with Nebuchadnezzar .

Nebuchadnezzar's Drea m

Near the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar 's reign as kin g
of the Babylonian Empire he was startled by a dream—a
dream which he could not even remember when he awak-
ened. The astrologers, or wise men of the realm, were
summoned to remind him of his dream, and to give it s
interpretation . These claimed that if the king could tell
them the dream they could interpret it, but confessed their
inability to inform the king regarding what he had
dreamed.

Then, in the Lord's providence, Daniel, one of the youn g
Hebrews brought early into captivity, was sent for, an d
with the help of the Lord Daniel was able to inform th e
king of the dream and give its interpretation . The account
of this is recorded in Daniel 2 :26-45 . According to Daniel' s
explanation, what the king saw in his dream was a human-
like image . It had a head of gold ; breast and arms of silver ;
belly and thighs of brass, and legs of iron . Its feet and
toes were a mixture of iron and clay . In the dream a stone
was cut out of the mountain "without hands" which smote
the image on its feet . The image fell .

"Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, an d
the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the
chaff of the summer threshing floors ; and the wind car-
ried them away, that no place was found for them : and
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the stone that smote the image became a great mountain ,
and filled the whole earth . "

The Interpretation

Daniel continued, "This is the dream; and we will tell
the interpretation thereof before the king . Thou, 0 king ,
art a king of kings : for the God of heaven hath given the e
a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory . And whereso-
ever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field an d
the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, an d
hath made thee ruler over them all . Thou art this head of
gold!"

It should be remembered that Nebuchadnezzar, as hea d
of the Babylonian Empire, was already the most powerful
ruler on earth . His capture of Jerusalem, and the taking o f
the Israelites captive, ended the last shred of resistance to
his rulership among the then so-called civilized nations of
earth. Thus Daniel's proclamation to the king did not in -
crease his regal authority and power, but it did add some -
thing which was not his before, for now he was to rule b y
the authority of the God of heaven—"The God of heaven
hath given thee a kingdom ."—vs. 3 7

Not God's Kingdo m

The fact that God gave the king of Babylon a kingdom
did not mean that the Babylonian Empire became the king-
dom of God . Prior to the overthrow of Israel's last king ,
Zedekiah, God did have what we might call a typical king-
dom on earth . At the time of the death of King David it i s
said of Solomon that he "sat on the throne of the Lord as
king instead of David his father ."—I Chron . 29 :2 3

All the royal descendants of David enjoyed this same
status until Zedekiah. Then this special arrangement came
to an end "until he come whose right it is," (Ezek . 21 :27 )
which will be the antitypical David, vested with divin e
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authority to rule over Israel and all nations, to bless al l
the families of the earth as promised to Abraham .

Meanwhile God's authority and his overruling power
was vested in Babylon, to start with, and in the empires
which succeeded Babylon right on down to Rome and it s
divisions in the various states of Europe . Rome was in pow-
er in apostolic days, and Paul then wrote that "the powers
that be are ordained of God . "

This succession of power and authority was represente d
in the image which Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream ; rep-
resented, that is, by the breast and arms of silver ; the
belly and thighs of brass, and the legs of iron. The feet ,
with its toes, pictured the ultimate divisions of the Roma n
Empire . As noted, these succeeding world powers wer e
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome . As we know, Rome wa s
not succeeded by a fifth world power, but was divided in -
to the various states of Europe .

The feet and toes were made of a mixture of clay an d
iron. Concerning this Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar : "An d
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potter's clay ,
and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ; but there
shall he in it of the strength of iron, forasmuch as thou
sawest iron mixed with miry clay ; and as the toes of the
feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdo m
shall be partly strong, and partly broken . And whereas
thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle
themselves with the seed of men : but they shall not cleave
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay ."—
vss . 41-43

Daniel's explanation that the powerful rulers represent-
ed by the feet and toes of the image "mingled themselves
with the seed of men" may suggest an admixture of rulers
with common people, in the form of parliaments and tha t
its was this that brought about—or initiated—a disintegra-
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tion of these dictatorial governments. Others suggest that
it represents the union of church and state . The main
point in any case is that the foundations of the image were
weakened, which, when the time came for its destruction ,
made its fall the more certain.

The Image Smitte n

And the whole image did fall, and was destroyed . Danie l
prophesied this to Nebuchadnezzar . We quote : "Thou saw-
est till that a stone was cut out without hands, whic h
smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay,
and brake them to pieces . Then was the iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together ,
and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors ;
and the wind carried them away ."—vss . 34, 35

There is an unusual statement in this prophecy . It in-
forms us that when the image was smitten on its feet every
part of it fell "together ." Now the fact is that the Baby-
lonian Empire fell long before the Medo-Persian Empire .
The Grecian Empire fell long before to the legions of
Rome. Babylon as a city, and Babylon as a nation went ou t
of existence long before those later powers came into exis-
tence which are shown in the image picture .

How, then, could it be said that the whole image—the
gold, the silver, the brass, the iron—would fall "together" ?
It is evident that this "together" aspect of the prophec y
relates to something which was common to all the power s
pictured in the image, which was that the God of heave n
had given them a kingdom . It was this dominion that the
image represented, more than the mere fact of the exis-
tence of certain empires and nations .

The Divided Rome

The various divisions of the Roman Empire, as picture d
by the feet and toes of the image, were still in existence
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until our modern era . It was these divisions which consti-
tuted the various states of Europe which began to make
war with each other in A. D. 1914. Men of the world, quite
apart from any knowledge of what the Bible has to sa y
about world conditions in this end of the age, recognize
the fact of the passing of the various divisions of Rome a s
a result of the first World War . Writing in 1939 in the
London (England) Sunday Express, Mr . C. A. Lyon had
this to say about it :

"Who, in 1910, would have believed any of the things
that have come to pass among the ruling houses of Europ e
in a few short years? Consider them as they were—th e
Romanoffs, the Bourbons, the Hapsburgs, the Hohenzol-
lerns. Before the war they seemed entrenched in power
and wealth forever. Think of how for centuries they ha d
owned Eurpoe and ruled it . How they had told the world
that God had appointed them to rule it . How they called
each other `Sir, my brother,' and formed themselves int o
a little elect intermarrying band . Some had a high idea of
their calling . Others abused their power and wealth in
loose living and luxury . But they all believed that the y
were permanent, privileged, irreplaceable .

"And yet, a series of little puffs of wind that blew soo n
after they assembled in strength for almost the last time
at Edward VII 's funeral in 1910 sent them flying . Not one
of them, it is safe to say, had the least inkling of th e
disasters and adventures that were to befall them an d
their relatives . "

How true a picture this is of what happened to Europe' s
royalty as a result of the first World War ; and now, more
than thirty years after the article was written, the fact s
are more clearly evident. Significant in the article, because
it is pointed out in the Bible, is the statement that thes e
kings believed that God had appointed them to rule, a s
he had appointed Nebuchadnezzar .
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"The God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom," Daniel
said to Nebuchadnezzar . This truth became distorted
through the centuries, and finally was referred to as "th e
divine right of kings ." However, this form of rulership wa s
destroyed as a result of the first World War so far as hav-
ing any active influence in world affairs was concerned .
The powerful church-state kings were overthrown, and n o
one since has advocated a return to the pre-1914 status o f
European government as a solution to the world' s
problems .

The kingdom which God gave to Nebuchadnezzar, and
which was handed down to the succeeding empires, includ-
ing Rome and its divisions, was not the messianic kingdom .
Through Nebuchadnezzar God had overthrown the last of
his typical messianic rulers, namely Zedekiah, and now i t
was time in the divine plan for his people Israel to b e
without a government of their own for a period of more
than 2,520 years . (See Part 1 of this article, "The Times of
the Gentiles .") Israel was to be "trodden down of the Gen -
tiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled . "

God's granting of authority in the affairs of Babylon ,
and her successors, was in order to overrule in their affair s
in connection with the foretold punishment of his people .
While at times we speak in general terms of the Israelite s
being scattered throughout the earth, actually the vast ma-
jority of them throughout the centuries did not go beyon d
the territory ruled by the four great Empires of Babylon ,
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. This was, in general, th e
habitat of "the wandering Jew. "

Incidentally, also, God's giving of authority to these par-
ticular powers does not mean that he blessed them in al l
that they did, nor that he guided their affairs either i n
war or in peace, but rather he did this in the interest of his
people, the footstep followers of Jesus, that "little flock"
to whom it is the Father's good pleasure to give a share i n
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the rulership phase of his messianic kingdom. He has seen
to it that they will have had experiences best suited to
their spiritual growth and development . Sometimes these
experiences have been those of bitter persecution, an d
sometimes of peace and tranquillity ; and God's hand ha s
been in the afairs of nations to see to it that each of hi s
saints, as a new creature in Christ Jesus, has just the ex-
periences needed .

It is interesting to note also that the greater proportio n
of the "little flock" have been gathered and developed in
the western world—largely the old Roman world . Even the
ancestors of those living in the United States were, for th e
most part, Europeans . So the Lord, in his foreknowledge ,
knew where the important events related to his plan would
be carried out, and made necessary preparations in ad-
vance. Surely God does "move in a mysterious way hi s
wonders to perform .

Nations Still Exist

Can we say that "the times of the Gentiles" (Luke 21 :24)
have ended while there are so many Gentile nations still
existing? The prophetic period which Jesus referred to a s
"the times" of the Gentiles does not refer to the existenc e
of Gentile nations as such. The period, rather, was one dur-
ing which the Jewish nation was to be trodden down b y
the Gentiles . As we saw in our previous article, this situa-
tion no longer exists . Today Israel is a free nation amon g
the world of free nations . So from this standpoint alone
there is no escaping the conclusion that "the times of the
Gentiles" have ended.

The treading down of the Israelites by the Gentiles be-
gan in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. Baby-
lon as a nation existed prior to this, as did Nebuchadnez-
zar, the king of Babylon . The particular date in which
Nebuchadnezzar was given a kingdom by the Lord was
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606 B. C., and many Gentile nations existed long before
this date. The end of the "times of the Gentiles," there -
fore, does not imply the end of all Gentile nations .

Nor did the Gentile times' prophecy apply to all the
Gentile nations of earth, but only to the Babylonian Em-
pire and its successors on down to Rome and its divisions .
As we have noted, these nations shared the idea, distorte d
and abused though it became, that they ruled by divin e
right . It was this concept which ended with the closing o f
"the times of the Gentiles ." So from this standpoint als o
we are assured that "the times of the Gentiles" hav e
ended .

Preparing for the Kingdom

The closing of "the times of the Gentiles" occurs in th e
end of the age, when the Lord is preparing to set up th e
messianic kingdom, and the fact that we have seen thi s
prophecy fulfilled gives us assurance that the kingdom is
near. In Nebuchadnezzar's dream he saw the image smit-
ten with a stone cut out of the mountain, causing the de-
struction of its various parts "together." Daniel explains
this to mean that "in the days of these kings shall the Go d
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be de-
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people ,
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these king-
doms, and it shall stand forever. Forasmuch as thou sawest
that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands ,
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, th e
silver and the gold ; the great God hath made known to the
king what shall come to pass hereafter : and the dream is
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure."—Dan .
2:44, 45

This kingdom of God which was to fill the whole eart h
started as a stone cut out of the mountain without hands,
and became a great "mountain" which filled the earth .
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(vss . 34, 35) The power and authority of God's kingdom a s
initially represented in Jesus first destroys the kingdom s
of this world, and then grows until it fills the whole earth.
And this begins "in the days of these kings ." With the re-
turn of our Lord there comes the resurrection of the sleep-
ing saints . Inasmuch as these shall live and reign with
Christ, their resurrection constitutes a part of the settin g
up, or preparation, for the kingdom . When all the saint s
are resurrected at the close of the "harvest," then the
completed church will be ready to "shine forth as the sun "
with Jesus, "in the kingdom of their Father," Jesus the n
functioning as "the Sun of righteousness with healing in
his wings ." What a blessed prospect!
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RADIO TOPICS FOR SEPTEMBE R

5—"When there is no Peace"

	

19—"Can the Living
Talk with the Dead? "

12—"Jesus the Son of God"

	

26—"The Faith of Our Fathers"



Bible Study
LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 5

Thinking about eod
MEMORY VERSE : "God looked down from heaven upon th e
children of men, to see if there were any that did understand ,
that did seek God :'—Psalm 53 :2

PSALM 42 :1- 3

DAVID was "a man after God's
own heart," meaning that a t
heart he desired always to b e
in harmony with God, and to
know the joy of God's ric h
blessings in his life . How beau-
tifully the psalmist described
this : "As the hart panteth afte r
th water brooks, so panteth
my soul after thee, 0 God . M y
soul thirsteth for God, for th e
living God: when shall I com e
and appear before God?"

This should be the earnes t
desire of every one who pro-
fesses to serve the Lord, es-
pecially those of the present
age who are following in the
footsteps of Jesus, laying dow n
their lives in sacrifice that the y
might prove worthy to live an d
reign with Christ in his thou-
sand-year kingdom. These are
bidden by Jesus to "seek first"
the kingdom of heaven, in faith
believing that their temporal
needs are of secondary impor-
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tance, and will be supplied by
the Giver of every good and
perfect gift .

The search for God has been
characteristic of mankind i n
general in all ages. Anthropolo-
gists tell us that the earlies t
cultures on earth show that
men have always attempted t o
establish contact with a power
or powers in the universe be-
yond themselves .

PSALM 53 :1-2

There have been those
throughout the centuries who
have not shared the desire of
the Lord's people to know and
serve God. Millions have said,
"There is no God," but the
psalmist refers to these as hav-
ing done abominably, and
among them "there is none that
doeth good." Actually, even
among those who are endeavor-
ing faithfully to know an d
serve God there is none but
the imperfect ; but in this pas -
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sage are described those wh o
are not even trying to be in
harmony with God, and wh o
doubt his very existence .

PSALM 139: 7
Those who by faith have

found God realize that they
cannot escape the sense of hi s
presence, for they see and ap-
preciate him in all the experi-
ences of life, and in all with
which they are surrounded .
"Wither shall I go from thy
Spirit?" asked the psalmist, "or
whither shall I flee from th y
presence?" He enlarges on thi s
thought :

"If I ascend up into heaven,
thou art there : if I make m y
bed in hell, behold, thou art
there . If I take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the utter-
most parts of the sea ; even
there shall thy hand lead me,
and thy right hand shall hol d
me." (Ps. 139:8-10) This, of
course, is symbolic language ,
but it denotes clearly the psalm-
ist's firm conviction that Go d
would be with him and bles s
him in all his ways . He also ex -
presses his hope in the resur-
rection of the dead : "If I make
my bed in hell, behold, tho u
art there." "Hell" here is a
translation of the Hebrew word
"sheol," meaning "the state of
death." God has not been in a
state of death, but he has pow-
er over death, and will delive r
death's prisoners in the resur-
rection; thus even in death the

psalmist would not be beyond
the tender mercies of God .

ACTS 17 :22, 2 3
Paul's sermon on Mars' hill,

in which he referred to the
"unknow God" of the Athenian s
is a reminder that men have
reached out for God through
many different means . The ma-
jority of them, indeed, have not
as yet found the true God o f
the Bible, who so loved the
world of mankind that he sent
his Son to redeem them.

The "unknown God" of the
Athenians remains unknown to
the vast majority of mankind
even to this day, but we rejoice
to realize that a time is coming ,
and soon, when he will reveal
himself to his earthly crea-
tures, and that then the knowl-
edge of his glory will fill the
earth as the waters cover the
sea .

Meanwhile God is mindful of
the efforts of his human crea-
tures to find and serve him. He
is able to read the heart of all,
and knows from the heart con-
dition those who are suitable to
be enlightened and used in his
service at the present time .

QUESTION S
Do all who seek after God i n

this present age find him ?
What did the psalmish mea n

by God being "in hell" ?
Is the true God of the Bibl e

still "unknown" to the majori-
ty of the people ?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 1 2

(3od transcends Our 1nderztanalrn g
MEMORY VERSE : "0 the depth of the riches both of the wis •
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg-
ments, and his ways past finding out!"—Romans 11 :33

EXODUS 33 :19,2 0

NO human has seen God at any
time. This is in keeping with
his statement to Moses, "N o
man shall see me, and live . "
Ile explained to Moses, "I will
make all my goodness pass be -
fore thee ; . . . and will be gra-
cious to whom I will be gra-
cious, and will show mercy o n
whom I will show mercy."

God caused his "goodness" t o
pass before us of the presen t
age by granting us a knowledg e
of his glorious plan of the ages .
It is through this grand desig n
that God reveals his mercy, an d
through it we are assured of
his gracious purpose to bless
all the families of the earth . In -
deed, all the Creator's attri-
butes are revealed to us throug h
his plan—his wisdom, his jus-
tice, his love, and his power .
These combine to make up his
glory, and in his own due time
a knowledge of his glory will
fill the earth as the waters cov-
er the sea .

ISAIAH 40 :18.26
Many have tried to imagine
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what God looks like . They hav e
made images of him out of gold
and silver and wood . They sup -
pose that this helps them to
understand God better, and to
render obedience to him . But
in this making of images the
people fail to realize the true
characteristics of God. They
fail to grasp in its fulness the
thought that it is God who "sit-
teth on the circle of the earth,"
and that the inhabitants of the
earth "are as grasshoppers" by
comparison . In passing, it is in-
teresting to note the reference
to "the circle of the earth ." I t
was not until many centurie s
after this was written that the
knowledge became general that
the earth was a sphere.

"It is he that . . . stretcheth
out the heavens as a curtain ,
and spreadeth them out as a
tent to dwell in," further write s
the prophet. Here again is a
profound scientific truth . Man
does live in an oxygen tent . It
is one of the arrangements by
which life is sustained in thi s
human "mansion ."
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A characteristic of many fall -
en humans is the almost un-
controllable urge to be rulers ,
to exercise power over others .
God gave his human creatio n
dominion over the earth an d
the lower animals, but not ove r
one another. But eventually all
unauthorized rulers will be ban-
ished, for God will bring "th e
princes to nothing," and will
make "the judges of the earth
as vanity . Yea, they shall no t
be planted; yea, they shall no t
be sown; yea, their stock shal l
not take root in the earth: and
he shall also blow upon them,
and they shall wither, and the
whirlwind shall take them awa y
as stubble."

Yes, God is supreme over all !
He has no equal. To impress
this thought the prophet states,
"Lift up your eyes on high,
and behold who hath create d
these things, that bringeth ou t
their host by number : he call-
eth them all by names by the
greatness of his might, for that
he is strong in power; not one
faileth . "

The magnitude of the uni-
verse with its countless mil -
lions of heavenly bodies is
quite beyond our comprehen-
sion, and so much the more i s
the One responsible for such a
vast and glorious creation .

ROMANS 11 :33-3 6

Paul's lesson in Romans, chap-
ter 11, pertains to God's deal-

ings with the natural descend -
ants of Abraham, the Israel-
ites. God had made wonderfu l
promises to these, but their con-
tinued disobedience, particular-
ly in their rejection of thei r
Messiah when he presented him -
self to them, brought about
their rejection . To these unbe-
lieving Israelites Jesus said ,
"Your house is left unto yo u
desolate ."—Matt . 23 :3 8

But Paul explains that this
did not imply the cutting of f
of their opportunity to be
saved from death, through
Christ . Blindness had come up -
on the people of the nation,
but that blindness is to be re-
moved, and, as Paul explains,
"All Israel shall be saved ."
(Rom. 11 :26) What a wonderfu l
display of God's wisdom an d
mercy this will be! And it wa s
concerning this, in part, that
Paul wrote :

"0 the depth of the riche s
both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God! how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his
ways past finding out!" Let u s
continue to rejoice in the attri-
butes of God, and seek to b e
obedient to his precepts.

QUESTION S
How does God now reveal

himself to his people ?

What aspects of God's attri-
butes is Paul referring to in
our memory verse ?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 1 9

trot `lteueals %Wulf
MEMORY VERSE : "In many and various ways God spoke o f
old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of al l
things, through whom also he created the world ."

—Hebrews 1 :1, 2, RSV

JOHN 1 :1-5,9-1 8

GOD reveals himself, throug h
his Son, Christ Jesus, for his
teachings are the very cente r
of the entire divine revelatio n
to the people of God. Jesus
said, "The words that I speak
unto you I speak not of myself :
but the Father that dwelleth i n
me, he doeth the works."—
John 14 :1 0

The Diaglott word-for-wor d
translation of the first vers e
of our lesson reads, "In a be -
ginning was the Word, and the
Word was with the God, and a
god was the Word" Notice th e
difference this translation make s
between the Creator, who was
"the" God, and "the Word"—
(Greek, "Logos")—which was
"a" god. The word "God" i n
this text simply means "a
mighty one," and the text em-
phasizes that Jehovah, ou r
Heavenly Father, was the
mighty One, the Almighty Go d
of heaven and earth, and that
the Logos who was with him
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was a mighty god, but not the
Almighty .

Verse 3 of the lesson explains
that "the Word" or Logos wa s
used by the Creator as his
agent in the work of creation .
The Apostle Paul explains that
Jesus was "the firstborn of
every creature : for by him
were all things created, . . .
visible and invisible, whethe r
they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers : al l
things were created by him, and
for him; and he is before al l
things, and by him all thing s
consist ."—Col. 1 :15-1 7

"In him [Jesus] was life," th e
lesson states . He was used t o
create life in the beginning,
and how appropriate that now
he should come to earth, and
through a program of redemp-
tion by means of the cross ,
should be in a position to give
life to that fallen creature, man .

Men have been groping in
sin and darkness and death
since the original transgression
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in Eden, but now, by virtue of
the authority and power in -
vested in Jesus by his Heaven-
ly Father, he is in a position to
reveal the light; that light ,
which when received an d
obeyed, will give life—by fait h
in this age, and actually in the
age to come—everlasting life .

Although, as the lesson states ,
Jesus is that true light which
eventually enlightens every ma n
that cometh into the world,
very few who are now blinded
by sin and Satan see and ap-
preciate that light . The world
in general did not know Jesus
in the true sense at his firs t
advent, nor do they recogniz e
him now. But the time is com-
ing when through him the glo-
ry of God will be revealed, and
he will be recognized as th e
One whom God sent into the
world, "that whosoever believ-
eth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life."—
John 3 :1 6

But a few did receive Jesu s
at his first advent—a few, that
is, of his own nation, the Israel-
ites . To these he gave the au-
thority, or power, to become the
sons of God . The work of Go d
in the earth during the present
age has been the selection of
dedicated believers, from among
Jews and Gentiles, to be joint-
heirs with Jesus in his millen-
nial kingdom. Paul wrote, "It is
a faithful saying: For if we b e
dead with him, we shall also

BIBLE STUDY

live with him: if we suffer, we
shall also reign with him ."—
II Tim. 2 :11,12 ; Rev. 20 :4, 6

The glorious truth that Jesus
would be sent into the worl d
by his Heavenly Father ha d
been clearly foretold by the
prophets . However, their testi-
mony is scattered. It is often in
symbolic language, and some -
times in types and shadows, as
in the typical lessons of th e
tabernacle and its services . Th e
apostle gives the thought in
our memory verse : "In many
and various ways God spoke of
old to our fathers by the proph-
ets, but in these last days he
has spoken to us by a Son ,
whom he hath appointed th e
heir of all things. "

The message of the belove d
Son of God through whom the
Father speaks to us is largely
an interpretation of what the
prophets had previously spoken .

QUESTION S
How does Jesus reveal hi s

Heavenly Father to believers ?
Explain the difference be-

tween "the" God and "a" God .
Quote Paul's confirmation of

the fact that Jesus was the
agent of Jehovah in the work
of creation.

How is Jesus the "light of
life" ?

What is the work of God in
the earth during the present
age, and when will all men be
enlightened?
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 2 6

God gives Meaning to fife

MEMORY VERSE : "Having predestinated us unto the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ, . . . according to the good pleasure
of his will :'—Ephesians 1 :5

PSALM 73 :1-3,16,17,21-26

GOD, through the Law given at
the hands of Moses, promise d
health and prosperity to the
Israelites. As the psalmist saw
it, this was an evidence o f
God's good will toward Israel ;
that is, to those of the nation
who had clean hearts . There
should have been no difficult y
on the part of those who wer e
thus pure of heart to recogniz e
God's love and mercy in this
respect, but it required faith
and understanding . The psalm-
ist was tested along this line .
"As for me," he wrote, "my fee t
were almost gone : my steps
had well nigh slipped ; for I was
envious at the foolish, when I
saw the prosperity of the
wicked ."

As we read on in the psalm
we see that at the time many
in Israel who were far from
righteous were prospering, spo-
ken of by the psalmist as "the
ungodly, who prosper in the
world ; they increase in riches."
He withheld himself from say-
ing too much about his difficul-
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ties in connection with this
situation lest he "should of-
fend" against the generation of
his children .

This made a very difficult
situation for the psalmist. He
says, "When I thought to kno w
Cor understand] this, it was to o
painful for me; until I went in-
to the sanctuary of God ; then
understood I their end ." Goin g
"into the sanctuary" of the
Lord would suggest, for one
thing, a closer fellowship with
God, and in the present age ,
also with his people . This com-
munion with God through his
people usually results in a bet -
ter understanding of him an d
of his will .

The psalmist's heart was
grieved and he was "pricked "
in his reins, until, through a
closer fellowship with God h e
came to understand him bette r
and to accept his providence s
in his life, and to trust him, no t
only for himself, but also with
respect to his dealings wit h
others . He recognized that hi s
"pain" over the matter of the
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wicked prospering was an ex-
pression of his own foolishness .
Now he realized that regardless
of the position of the wicked,
God was dealing with him in a
special way, and that he was
being held by his "right hand ."

The psalmist continues, "Thou
shalt guide me with thy coun-
sel, and afterward receive me
to glory ." (vs . 24) If we think
of this as applying prophetical-
ly to the church of the present
age the "glory" referred to
would be the "glory, and honor ,
and immortality" of the king-
dom for all those who prove
worthy to live and reign wit h
Christ . (Rom. 2 :7) This high re -
ward was not promised to any -
one prior to the Lord's firs t
advent, but various writers of
the Old Testament referred t o
it in their prophecies, and thi s
would seem to be one of th e
instances of the use of prophe-
cy in this manner.

But this high reward wil l
come only to those who are
guided by the Lord's counsel,
and this guidance comes to
them through his Word . These
realize that even while in the
flesh, the Lord is their satisfy-
ing portion; that life is not at
all worthwhile apart fro m
knowing and serving him:
"There is none upon earth tha t
I desire besides thee ." "God is
the strength of my heart, an d
my portion forever ."

BIBLE STUDY

EPHESIANS 1 :9,1 0

Basically, the psalmist's prob-
lem was the understanding o f
the divine permission of evil.
However, the Scriptures assur e
us that the time is coming
when all evil shall be destroyed .
This is according to the "goo d
pleasure" of the Heavenly Fa-
ther's purpose, which is that
"in the dispensation . of the ful-
ness of times he might gather
together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heav-
en, and which are on earth ;
even in him ."—vs . 1 0

In connection with the out -
working of this "good pleasure"
he predestinates his faithful o f
the present age to be his chil-
dren, and these, together with
his beloved Son, Christ Jesus,
will be the Lord's ruling hous e
in the messianic kingdom. These
will share with Jesus in recon-
ciling the world to God and to
the doing of his will. All wilfu l
opposers of the divine will, are
then to be cut off in death .—
Acts 3 :2 3

QUESTION S

Did God exercise a special
care over the faithful of natural
Israel, and what was the psalm-
ist's problem in connection
with this ?

'When will all evil and evil -
doers in the earth be destroyed ?
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Christian Life and Doctrine

Compassion

"And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and wa s
moved with compassion toward them, and he healed thei r
sick ."—Matthew 14 :14

LOVE is the very essence of the Heavenly Father's charac-
ter, for "God is love ." It finds expression in various ways .
It is manifested in the giving of one's time, strength, or
substance that another might be fed, clothed, or instructed ;
in yielding of one's own will to that of another ; in a hun-
dred different sacrifices, large and small, that the lives o f
others might be made a little brighter, their burdens and
griefs less heavy .

But compassion seems to be a very special manifestation
of love; it is a form of love that springs from the deepes t
recesses of the heart . To be compassionate means to be
sympathetic, understanding. It means to be moved with pity
for the unfortunate, the sorrowing . It means, literally, to
suffer together with those who are suffering. It is pos-
sessed in abundant measure by our Heavenly Father, an d
it is shared in like measure by our Lord .

This compassion which the Lord felt toward the sick and
dying world, of which we have just read from Matthew' s
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Gospel, did not begin with his ministry in Palestine . It had
older, deeper roots . It began long before, with the creation
and ages-long preparation of the earth, which was withou t
form, and void, unprepared for habitation by a new being.
The appearance of light to combat the darkness ; the estab-
lishment of the atmosphere through which would drift th e
beautiful clouds, gathering up moisture with which t o
water and refresh the earth; the separation of the far-
flung seas from the dry land ; the seeding of the earth's
hills and valleys to bring forth grass and fruit-bearin g

trees; the making manifest in the heavens of the sun and

the moon to divide the day from the night ; the filling of
the seas, the land, and the skies with marvelous livin g
creatures—all this mighty and loving provision had first to
be accomplished by the Logos, at the direction of his Heav-
enly Father . For "all things were made by him [the Logos] ;
and without him was not any thing made that was made . "
—John 1 : 3

Then, at last, came the day when man himself would be
created, this new being for whose sole benefit and joy all
this mighty preparation had been made! The Logos also
had a part in that creation . We read in Genesis, "And Go d
said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness ;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all

the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth up -
on the earth." (Gen. 1 :26) Then God planted a garden
"eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he ha d
formed."—Gen. 2 : 8

What a joy to the Logos must have been the creation o f
this new being, formed out of the dust of the earth! He
could think; he could freely make his own decisions ; he
could praise God; he could even reproduce himself! An d
what wonderful prospects were promised for his everlast-
ing enjoyment of life on earth!

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE
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But he who had shared in this loving work of creatin g
man, to which so much careful attention had been devoted ,
was also to be witness to his fall ; to the advent of sin, and
man's condemnation to death. He beheld, no doubt with
great sorrow, the terrible downward drift of humankind
into sin and sickness, sorrow and suffering, disease an d
death .

This eventuality was not unforeseen by the Heavenl y
Father, for he possesses foreknowledge beyond huma n
comprehension . "I am God, and there is none like me, de-
claring the end from the beginning, and from ancient time s
the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure ." (Isa . 46:9, 10) But
one wonders if the Logos also possessed this ability to fore-
know events . Was he prepared for the terrible sentence
which justly fell on the being in whose creation he ha d
participated with such loving care ?

The Apostle Peter writes, "Ye were not redeemed wit h
corruptible things ; but with the precious blood of Christ ,
as a lamb without blemish, and without spot, who verily
was foreordained before the foundation of the world ." (I
Pet. 1 :18, 19) The Revelator refers to Jesus as "the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world ." (Rev. 13:8) Thu s
we see that the Heavenly Father foreknew that man woul d
fall . He also knew that his only begotten Son, our Lord
Jesus, would give his life that man might be redeeme d
from the sentence of death . But did the Logos know this ?
And if not, when did he learn of it? We cannot know ; but
at last it came time for God to reveal his plan for man's
redemption to his beloved Son .

Why did Jesus accept this commission? He had glory,
honor, and fellowship with the Father. Why did he come to
earth as man's Redeemer? For one thing, he did it simpl y
because it was the Father's desire . "Lo, I come; in the
volume of the book it is written of me : I delight to do thy
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will, 0 my God ; yea, thy law is within my heart ." (Ps. 40 :
7, 8) That it was the Father's will would be reason enough .
Even in that final extremity of anguish in the Garden of
Gethsemane, before his crucifixion, he said, "0 my Father ,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me . Nevertheless ,
not as l will, but as thou wilt ."—Matt . 26:39

But there was another reason. For some four thousand
years he had observed the sorry state of that marvelou s
human being in whose creation he had been so closely as-
sociated . He had noted his fall from that glory and perfec-
tion and happiness enjoyed by father Adam in Eden; he
had seen him enmeshed in the cords of sin, immersed in
strife and wars; laid low by disease, suffering, and death .

Jesus himself tells us of his Father's great love for man ,
even in his fallen condition: "For God so loved the world ,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life . "
(John 3:16) Jesus shared that same love for mankind, an d
in his compassion for the human race he gave up the glory
he had with the Father ; he gave up the fellowship he ther e
enjoyed ; and although he was "in the form of [a] God, h e
took upon himself the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of man, and humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." (Phil .
2 :6-8) Paul also tells us that he "was made a little lower tha n
the angels, for the suffering of death, that he . . . should
taste death for every man ."—Heb . 2 : 9

That love, that compassion, which moved our Lord t o
forsake his high position with the Heavenly Father charac-
terized his entire ministry here on earth. Wherever he
went he was exposed to the sorrows, sickness, and suffer-
ing of the people, and his heart went out to them . Time
and again we read that "great multitudes followed him ;
and he healed them all ." When Jesus heard of the death o f

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

27



John the Baptist we are told that "he departed by ship int o

a desert place apart : and when the people had heard there-
of, they followed him on foot out of the cities . And Jesus

went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved
with compassion toward them and he healed their sick . "
And then he fed the five thousand.—Matt. 14:13, 14

In another place Matthew writes that "Jesus went about
all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, an d
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing every

sickness and every disease among the people . But when

he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on

them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as

sheep having no shepherd." (Matt . 9:35, 36) On another oc-
casion we read that "Jesus called his disciples unto him ,
and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they
continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat:
and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the

way." (Matt . 15 :32) Finding that the disciples had seven
loaves and a few little fishes, he gave thanks, and then
proceeded to feed some four thousand men, besides the
women and children that were with them .

Seemingly this occurred over and over again . But he did
not restrict his attention to the multitudes ; he was deeply
touched with the infirmities of individuals, as in the case

of the leper . "And there came a leper to him, beseeching ,
and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If tho u

wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus, moved with
compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and sait h

unto him, I will: Be thou clean . And as soon as he had

spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and

he was cleansed."—Mark 1 :40-42

Then there was that pathetic incident in the city of Nain .
This is recorded for us by Luke : "And it came to pass the
day after, that he went into a city called Nain : and many
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of his disciples went with him, and much people . Now
when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, ther e
was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother,
and she was a widow; and much people of the city was wit h
her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion o n
her, and said unto her, Weep not. And he came and
touched the bier; and they that bare him stood still . And
he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that
was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered
him to his mother." (Luke 7 :11-15) As the woman thus re-
ceived her son back from death, how the evidence of he r
joy must have lifted some of the burden of his ministry
from the Master's heart !

We recall, too, the death of Lazarus, and how his sorrow-
ing sisters, Mary and Martha, sent for Jesus. Mary, in her
grief, went out to meet the Lord, and "when Mary wa s
come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his
feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, m y
brother had not died. When Jesus saw her weeping, and
the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned
in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, Where have ye
laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see . Jesus
wept. Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! "
(John 11 :32-36) And Jesus restored him to life .

Even in the Garden of Gethsemane, when being appre-
hended shortly before his crucifixion, he again manifeste d
his mercy and compassion, this time toward one of hi s
enemies. In an impulsive move to protect his Master ,
"Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest' s
servant, and cut off his right ear . Then said Jesus unto
Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath ; the cup which my
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? And Jesus

touched his ear, and healed it ." (John 18:10) There, in the
very center of that tumult, was One who was calm; One
who never for an instant forgot that he was the Son of
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God, and that he had come into the world to be man's Re-
deemer . With no thought for his own plight, unmindful o f
the fact that his own death was imminent, Jesus mercifully
healed the man's ear . How often must our Lord hav e
longed for that time, still unknown to him, when not just
one here and one there would be healed, made to see, re-
stored to life; but when the whole dead and dying worl d
of mankind would come under the healing, lifegiving min-
istrations of the kingdom !

Not many ever thanked him . On one occasion he healed
ten lepers ; only one returned, giving him thanks and glori-
fied God. "And Jesus said, Were there not ten cleansed ?
where are the nine? There are not found any that returne d
to give glory to God, save this stranger ." (Luke 17 :11-19 )
But this almost universal ingratitude did not deter ou r
Lord, for he knew that godly compassion is not bestowed
only on those who can repay, or may render thanks .

At the very end, we witness Jesus' love for his own ; and
we hear a despairing cry that seems to come from the
depths of his soul, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kill-
est the prophets, and stonest them which are sent to thee ,
how often would I have gathered thy children together ,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings—
and ye would not." (Matt . 23:37) He had come unto his own ,
but they received him not; but this did not diminish his
love and pity for them. No wonder we read that the com-
mon people received him gladly! Truly, we have not a Hig h
Priest which cannot be touched with a feeling for our in-
firmities! He was moved with pity for all humankind ; he
suffered with them, and finally he gave his life for them .

Then came his resurrection from the grave . And as he
was brought forth from the tomb by his Heavenly Father ,
to find himself freed from the bands of death, can yo u
imagine that first marvelous, sweet moment of exhilaratio n
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that must have filled his being, realizing that his sacrific e
was finished, and accepted of the Father! Perhaps his very
first thoughts would center on that wonderful promise o f
the Father, "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell—neither
wilt thou suffer thy Holy One to see corruption. In thy
presence is fulness of joy ; and at thy right hand there ar e
pleasures forevermore! "

During those lonely years of his ministry, how often h e
must have thought of that wonderful association he had
previously enjoyed with the Creator . How often he must
have longed again to be with his Father ; to have done with
this weary work ; to be with the One to whom he had bee n
daily his delight . But before he could present himself to
the Father he had yet another task to perform . He must
go back to his disciples, those sheep without a shepherd, to
manifest himself; to comfort them, to assure them of his
resurrection .

And in his various appearances to the disciples we find
that same gentle love and compassion that had marke d

his entire earthly ministry . Recall his patience with Thom-
as ; his tender concern for the two discouraged disciples o n
the road to Emmaus; his kindly revelation of himself t o
Mary at the tomb. How Mary's grief touched his heart !

Between the time of his resurrection and Pentecost ,
what was he doing? The recorded appearances that h e
made to his disciples would occupy but a very small portio n

of that time . Probably he was engaged in prayer and medi-
tation, communing with his Heavenly Father ; perhaps he
was preparing himself for that joyous moment when he
would actually appear, once more, in the very presence of

his Father, the sacrifice of his perfect human life on be -
half of the world successfully completed . And then, when
he finally ascended to the heavenly realms, his work done ,
victorious over death and the grave, can you picture tha t

(Continued on page 34)
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TEN CENT BOOKLETS [12 for $1 .00]

ARCHEOLOG Y
PROVES THE BIBLE
Designed to increase faith .

OUR LORD'S RETUR N
Reveals manner and purpose.

SCIENCE AND CREATION
Harmony of science and the Bible .

A ROYAL NATION
Deals with British-Israel doctrines .

GOD AND REASON
How God will bring peace.

THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL
What the Bible really says.

GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN
A series of twenty-three lessons.

GOD HAS A PLA N
A brief outline-illustrated .

WHY GOD PERMITS EVI L
A satisfying message of comfort .

ISRAEL IN HISTORY
AND PROPHEC Y
Significance of the present rebuild-
ing of Palestine.

THE GRACE OF JEHOVA H
God's appeal Is through love .

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Evidence that It is near .

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE
The Bible's teaching on the soul ,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise .

CHRIST'S
THOUSAND YEAR KINGDOM
Christ's reign will bless mankind .

WHEN A MAN DIES
Solves the riddle of death .

GOD'S PLA N
Illustrated by charts .

CREATION
Examines the Genesis record.

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: Various books and booklets are availabl e
in foreign languages . Details will be furnished upon request .

"HOPE" : A message of comfort fo r
those who have lost loved ones i n
death, giving assurance that in the
resurrection they will meet thei r
beloved dead . Excellent for mailing.
Twelve copies for 25 cents

FAITH OF OUR FATHER& A toler-
ant and revealing discussion o f
Catholic doctrines. An excellen t
presentation which will be enjoyed
by both Catholics and Protestants.

One hundred pages, 15 cents



•.. informative and devotional
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JESUS, THE WORLD'S SAVIOR
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORL D
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THE CHURC H
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BORN OF THE SPIRIT
When and how It takes place .

DIVINE HEALIN G
When sickness and death will end .

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL
AND THE WORL D
A bright hope for Jew and Gentile.

THE DAY OF JUDGMEN T
Presents hope for the unsaved dead .

LIFE AFTER DEATH
A bright future for all mankind .

PEAC E
THROUGH CHRIST'S KINGDO M
The world's only hope .

HOPE FOR A FEAR-FILLED WORLD
Mankind will not be destroyed .

THE BLOOD OF ATONEMEN T
Basis of reconciliation with God .

REINCARNATION
VERSUS RESURRECTIO N
Shows that life after death Is
through the resurrection .

WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE?
The Bible answers .

YOUR ADVERSARY, THE DEVI L
Who is he? Who created him?

SPIRITUALISM—ITS CLAIM S
Can the dead communicate?

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER
Comforting and reassuring .

FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT
Understandable and scriptural .

HYMNS OF DAWN: A choice collection of the
favorite hymns of various denominations, an d
carefully edited . Cloth bound edition, with
music, $1 .00 . Paper bound edition withou t
music, pocket size, 25 cents .

Order All Literature from

DAWN PUBLICATION S
EAST RUTHERFORD, N. J . 07073



COMPASSION
(Continued from page 31) -

first joyous meeting between the Heavenly Father and hi s
obedient, faithful Son ?

The apostle tells us that it was for the joy that was se t
before him that he endured the suffering, the shame, th e
cross . What was that joy? It could have sprung from man y
sources . It might have been the anticipation of returnin g
to his Father's home and fellowship ; the promise of immor-
tality; the knowledge that he had been obedient to hi s
Father's will—all these . But perhaps his greatest joy wa s
the prospect of blessing all the families of the earth, the
blessing of all those dying multitudes, those sheep without
a shepherd toward whom his heart went out in pity, an d
for whose sufferings he was moved with compassion . The
knowledge of that joyous prospect would sustain and di-
rect him in the way of sacrifice . And true compassion for
one's fellow man can be a source of strength and power in
the Christian way .

He had no seed of his own . "Who shall declare his gen-
eration? for he was cut off out of the land of the living . "
But the prophet informs us that he will indeed have a seed .
"He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand ." That
pleasure of Jehovah which shall prosper in the hand of
Jesus is the bringing of the world of mankind back into
atonement with the Creator during the kingdom reign . To
these our Lord Jesus will be an "everlasting Father" ; the
whole restored world of mankind will be his children ; not
a dead and dying race, but a happy, healthy people, to en-
joy everlasting life in a perfect paradise on earth!—Isa .
53 :8-10; 9 : 6
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All who are motivated by the same joyous hope of bless -
all the families of the earth that moved our Lord to la y
down his life in sacrifice ; all who are constrained by that
same compassion toward the world to walk in his sacrificia l
steps, will join their Lord Jesus in the presence of the
Father . And as our Lord during his earthly ministry heale d
the sick, the lame, the blind, so it will be our joy in the
kingdom to be associated with him in healing and restoring
to perfect life here on earth, the whole world of mankind .

Then we too can look forward to the realization of tha t
prospect that so inspired our Lord Jesus : "In thy presence
is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand there are pleasure s
forevermore ."

	

q

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
SEPTEMBER 2—"Seeing ye have
purified your souls in obeyin g
the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of th e
brethren, see that ye love on e
another with a pure heart fer-
vently ."—I Peter 1 :22 (Z. '03.
207 Hymn 23 )

'SEPTEMBER 4—"That ye ma y
be blameless and harmless, the
sons of God, without rebuke ,
in the midst of a crooked an d
perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world,
holding forth the word o f

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

life ."--Philippians 2 :15, 16 (Z.
'03-358 Hymn 45 )
SEPTEMBER 16—"The Lord wil l
give strength unto His people ;
the Lord will bless His peopl e
with peace . "—Psalm 29 :11 (Z.
'96-163 Hymn 128 )
SEPTEMBER 23— " Ye should
earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unt o
the saints ."—Jude 3 (Z. '03-42 3
Hymn 154 )
SEPTEMBER 30—"The love o f
Christ constraineth us ."—II Co-
rinthians 5 :14 (Z. '03-55,58 Hymn
44)
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A SELF EXAMINATIO N

Searching the Heart

"The Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharpe r
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividin g
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in hi s
sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to do ."—Hebrews 4 :12, 1 3

EVERY true servant of the Lord desires to keep his heart
pure and in harmony with the principles of righteousness
set forth in the Word of God . It is not enough that we
search our own hearts . We must also search the Word of
God, with the view of being instructed by the Lord . David ,
a man after God's own heart, realized that he needed the
Lord's help in searching his heart, so prayed, "Who can
understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults .
Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins ; let
them not have dominion over me ; then shall I be upright ,
and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. Let
the words of my mouth, and the mediatation of my heart ,
be acceptable in thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength, and m y
Redeemer ."—Ps . 19:12-14

The Scriptures make it abundantly clear that God is abl e
to read our hearts and to know all the secret intents of ou r
thoughts. As for us, we can judge another only by his out -
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ward appearance, but God is not thus limited . To the
Prophet Samuel the Lord said, "Man looketh on the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart ." (I

Sam. 16 :7) That our thoughts are naked before the Lor d
should make us very alert in controlling them . On the
other hand, to know that God is able to read our heart s
should also be an encouragement, for he knows our weak-
nesses, and remembers that we are dust, and deals with

us, not according to what we are able to accomplish, but
according to what we would like to do and be .

Our High Priest, Christ Jesus, is also sympathetic ; and
we are invited to go to him at the throne of grace, ther e
to obtain mercy, and to find grace to help in our ever y
time of need. We are admonished to approach the thron e
of grace "boldly," that is, with confidence . (Heb. 4:16 RSV )
We know we can do this, for we are assured that the blood
of our High Priest cleanses us from all unwilling sins ; and

if we are sincere in searching and controlling the intent s
of our hearts, we can boldly claim the blood of Christ t o

make us acceptable to the Lord .

Sincerity

Sincerity before the Lord is of supreme importance in

searching our hearts . The psalmist wrote, "Search me, 0

God, and know my heart : try me and know my thoughts . "
(Ps . 139:23) None but the sincere would presume to ask

God to search his heart. Are we willing at the close of each
day to ask God to search our hearts because of our knowl-
edge that we have not wilfully transgressed his laws ?

Jesus is our great Exemplar . He rejoiced to realize that

his Heavenly Father knew every intent of his heart, an d
whether or not he had been faithful under all circum-
stances. He said to his Heavenly Father, "I have preache d
righteousness in the great congregation. lo, I have not re-
frained my lips, 0 Lord, thou knowest ." (Ps. 40:9) "Thou
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knowest"—how heart-searching this information should b e
to all of us who are endeavoring to follow in the footstep s
of our Master! Our own brethren in Christ may not know
just how faithful we are from day to day, but the Lord
does .

Jesus Also

Jesus also was, and is, able to read our thoughts and t o
search out the true intents of our hearts. An interesting
incident in this connection is recorded in connection with
Jesus' association with the Apostle Peter . We recall Jesus '
prophecy that Peter would deny him ; and at the time thi s
was apparently far from Peter's thoughts and intentions ,
but the prophecy came true, and Peter learned a mos t
valuable lesson from it .

Following Jesus' resurrection, when he appeared to hi s
apostles on the shore of Galilee he entered into conversa-
tion with Peter, asking him a very pertinent question :
"Lovest thou me?" Was there any resentment in Peter' s
heart over what had happened in connection with the tria l
and crucifixion of Jesus? Jesus knew the answer, but h e
wanted to hear it from Peter's own lips . And perhaps
Jesus may also have reasoned that such a confession from
Peter would be of value to the other disciples .

Peter assured Jesus that he did love him . And then the
Master repeated the question, and Peter again confirmed
his love. Then the Master asked essentially the same ques-
tion for the third time, and Peter, perhaps wondering why
he was being asked the same question so many times, re -
plied, "Lord, thou knowest all things. Thou knowest that
I love thee ."—John 21 :1-17

It seems not unreasonable that here Peter had in mind
the fact that Jesus, knowing the inner workings of his
mind and heart so well that he could foretell his denial ,
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certainly did know all things, and therefore now knew that
his love for the Master was sincere and genuine ; that there
really was no need for the Master even to raise the ques-
tion. But in the divine arrangement it seemed well for
Peter, even as it does for us, to tell the Lord that we love
him. He appreciates this .

The Seven Churches

Jesus' knowledge of the thoughts and works of hi s
people is revealed in his messages to the seven churches ,
the account of which is recorded in the second and thir d
chapters of Revelation . In his message to each of thes e
churches Jesus said, "I know thy works." He knew their
outward works and their secret works, and he also possesse s
this same knowledge concerning us . We cannot relax our
faithfulness even for a day with the thought that it will
not be noticed by our Lord . If this is done through th e
weakness of the flesh, the Lord understands, and will for-
give, and give strength for the future . To whatever extent
unfaithfulness is wilful, we will suffer chastisement, bu t
even this will be an evidence of divine love, for "who m
the Lord loveth he chasteneth . "

To the church at Ephesus Jesus said, "I know thy works ,
and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst no t
bear them which are evil ; and thou hast tried them that
say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found the m
liars. And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my
name's sake hast labored, and hast not fainted ."—
Rev. 2:2, 3

This is truly a remarkable testimony of faithfulness o n
behalf of the church at Ephesus . They labored diligently
for the Lord, and were patient. They had been faithful in
watching over the welfare of the church in that they had
put to the test those who claimed to be apostles . They had
found these to be liars, and undoubtedly had prevente d
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them from serving the brethren . Yes, the church at Ephe-
sus had labored and had not fainted .

But the Lord saw something in the hearts and lives of
the brethren at Ephesus which perhaps they did not rec-
ognize themselves, and told them about it . He said. "I have
somewhat against thee, because thou has left thy firs t
love ." Some may suppose that the "first love" enthusias m
of those who first see and dedicate themselves to the visio n
of truth is somewhat immature, and that our goal should
be to settle down to things more mature . But this is an in-
correct thought . It is unfortunate when any consecrate d
child of God loses his first love enthusiasm for the Lor d
and for his precious truth .

Under the influence of that "first love" zeal nothing
could stand in our way of serving the Lord . There was no
task too difficult to undertake for the Lord and for th e
brethren, and no sacrifice too great . When we saw the
vision of truth—present truth—we were so stirred by en-
thusiasm and love that the dull drab cares of life took o n
a brightness of meaning which we never knew before .
"Sweet prospects, sweet birds, and sweet flowers" al l
gained new sweetness to us .

Under the sweet influence of that "first love" the Lord' s
people became our people, not just a people with whom t o
associate for an hour or two once a week ; for then we
sought out every opportunity possible for fellowship an d
service . Is our activity in the service today merely a per-
functory sort of thing, or do we serve with enthusiasm be-
cause we love to serve, and because the self-sacrificing
spirit of love is impelling us to lay down our lives for the
Lord, the truth, and the brethren ?

Can we say to the Lord today, as Peter said to Jesus ,
Thou knowest that I love thee . Yes, Lord, I love thee, an d
I love thy people and the truth today more than I ever did
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before . Thou knowest, Lord, that I have not lost any of my
"first love" enthusiasm and zeal . Today, even as when th e
truth was first revealed to us, we should have the sam e
spirit of sacrifice zealously to serve the brethren, and to
tell the whole world the glad tidings of the kingdom . Can
we truly say that we have not lost our "first love"?

To Thyatir a

In Jesus' message to the church at Thyatira we are pre-
sented with a somewhat contrasting thought . He said to
these brethren, "I know thy works, and charity [love], an d
service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works ; and
the last to be more than the first ." What an encouraging
testimonial this must have been to the faithful in th e
church at Thyatira! The Lord knew their love, and he
knew about their faith and their patience and their works .
But best of all they had not lost any of these qualities .
Their "first love" had not slipped away from them, but
instead they had increased in all the qualifications he men-
tioned, including their love . The "last" was more than the
"first . "

And why should this not be so? Is there any reason wh y
we should be less zealous in works now than in the be-
ginning? As we search our hearts we will discover tha t
there is no reason at all why we should not become more
zealous . The Gospel of Christ, the divine plan of salvation ,
is the same today as when we first learned about it. There
are still millions of people in the world to whom it is ap-
propriate to bear witness to this Gospel of the kingdom .
There are still many who have broken hearts because o f
the sadness which has come into their lives, and among
these are some who may have a hearing ear for the com-
forting message of the Gospel, and its assurance of th e
future blessing of all the families of the earth. Surely there
is every reason why we should be more faithful in the
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proclamation of the kingdom, and in laying down our live s

for the brethren. To be less faithful would be admitting
that we had lost our first love, rather than increased in i t
as had the faithful brethren in the church at Thyatira .

More Fait h

Jesus indicated that the faithful brethren in the church
at Thyatira had also increased in their faith, and wh y
should this not be true of all the truly consecrated? Day
by day the tender mercies of our God are shed abroad i n
our lives; and we note the many ways in which the Lord i s
guiding and helping us in our every time of need . Each
one of these experiences should serve to increase our faith ,
and we believe that every truly dedicated follower of th e

Master will testify that this is true.

It is only if we become weary in well-doing, and whe n
we fail to meet patiently the experiences which the Lor d
in his love and wisdom permits to come into our lives, that
our faith begins to weaken. May we search our hearts t o
make sure that no seeds of doubt are lurking there, ready
to spring forth into a weakened faith when the battles o f
the Christian way become difficult, and when we need
faith most of all to assist us in laying hold upon the pre-
cious promises of the Lord. May we be able to say from

the heart that there has not failed one word of all the
Lord's good promises, and may this assurance enable u s
to rejoice more and more in the glorious hope set before
us, the hope that enters into that which is beyond the veil .

Sardis

To the church at Sardis Jesus said, "I have not foun d

thy works perfect." This would be true, and is true, of all
the Lord's people, none of whom is worthy in his own

righteousness . Jesus speaks of those in Sardis who were

worthy through the righteousness of Christ . We quote ,
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"Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not de -
filed their garments : and they shall walk with me in white :
for they are worthy."

Every follower of the Master strives constantly to be
worthy of his love and care now, and cherishes the won-
derful hope of being worthy to enter into that glorious in-
heritance which he has prepared for all who are faithful
even unto death . In our earnest, heart-searching desire t o
please our Lord let us remember that he knows all things .
If we find traces of sin or of disobedience in our own
hearts, let us remember that the Lord knows about thes e
even better than we do .

May we therefore seek the Lord's forgiveness, and als o
his help to overcome any selfish spirit we may have ; to
help us detect the smallest beginnings of defiling sin i n
our hearts. Surely we want to walk with the Lord in the
white robe of righteousness provided through the blood o f
Christ. What a comfort it is to realize that the Lord doe s
know the true condition of our hearts, and has provide d
the necessary help for our every time of need .

This help comes largely through the instructions an d
warnings contained in his Word . May we make greater use
of these as day by day we endeavor more earnestly to
know and do the Lord's will . The works of nature revea l
some of the glorious characteristics of God, and inspire u s
to worship and serve him. The psalmist wrote, "The heav-
ens declare the glory of God ; and the firmament showeth
his handiwork," but it is only through his Word that we
are instructed in the true knowledge of God, and guide d
in the manner in which we should serve him David wrote : .

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul : the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple . The
statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart : the
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commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes .
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever : the judg-
ments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether . More
to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold :
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb . Moreover
by them is thy servant warned : and in keeping of them
there is great reward . "—Ps. 19 :7-1 1

How great indeed is the "reward" of the followers o f
the Master during the Gospel Age! It will be a "crown o f
life," and sitting with the Master on his throne . It will be
eating of the tree of life "which is in the midst of the para-
dise of God." It will be eating of the "hidden manna, "
symbolic of the immortality to which all who are foun d
worthy will be exalted .

It will be to receive a "white stone, and in the stone a
new name written, which no man knoweth saving he tha t
receiveth it ." It will be to receive "power over the nations, "
to bless them with peace, joy, and everlasting human life .

It will be to have our names in the book of life, and t o
experience that ineffable joy of having our names con-
fessed before the Father and before the angels .

It will also be to have written upon us the name of our
God, and the name of the city of our God, the New
Jerusalem .

As we continue to search our hearts, let us continue in
prayer, asking the Lord to help us obey "What the Spirit
saith unto the churches ." And may we be able at all times
to go to the Lord, and like Peter, say to him, "Thou know-
est that I love thee ."
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The British Seetion

Waikitty work qo~

AS CONSECRATED people of
God, we have learned fro m
the Scriptures that in order
to have a close walk with God
there are at least three out-
standing requirements: (1)
Agreement with God by mani-
festing a living faith and an
implicit obedience to his will
as revealed through his Word.
(2) Separation unto God by
full consecration to him ; and
(3) An intelligent appreciatio n
of his purposes, which he has
been pleased to reveal to his
children, as recorded in the
Holy Scriptures .

It is generally agreed tha t
the first two requirements are
very necessary, but erroneous-
ly, some think that the last
one is not so important, that
it does not matter much
whether we have an intellec-
tual understanding of our Fa-
ther's plan so long as we are
in agreement with him and
separated unto him . The in-
spired Word of the Lord, how-
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ever, makes it quite clear that
growth in grace must be ac-
companied by a growth in
knowledge . If we would walk
with God and have fellowship
with him, we must, through
his plan, have some knowl-
edge of his character .

This principle can be illus-
trated by picturing a home
where there is a little bo y
who has only just begun to
walk . In the evenings his fa-
ther comes home, fatigued ,
maybe, by the toil of the day,
and the young child learns
that his father is pleased
when he toddles away and
brings him his slippers . He
has gained a little knowledge
of what is pleasing to his fa-
ther, and, acting on it, ther e
is fellowship between father
and child. But suppose as th e
child grows up, he never
learned to do anything but
fetch father his slippers—nev-
er understood whether there
was anything else that would
also be a service—we can im-
agine how very little fellow -
ship there would be betwee n
the father and his son.
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On the other hand, suppos e
that as the child grows in
stature he also grows in
knowledge and intelligence .
Gradually he learns that hi s
father has some particular in-
terest in life, and so he be-
comes active in that also. In
this way the father and the
growing lad come closer to-
gether. As the years pass, th e
son further learns that his
father has burdens and re-
sponsibilities that sometimes
weigh heavily upon him, an d
the young man begins to en -
ter into these and share them
sympathetically . Thus they
come even closer together
and the fellowship is strong-
er . The son is now capable o f
shouldering with his father
the cares and responsibilitie s
of life; and so they walk
hand in hand together.

When we first came into
the wonderful family of Go d
our knowledge of the Fa-
ther's plans was very limite d
indeed. The healthy child in
the Christian way, however,
grows in knowledge as the
years pass . And as that knowl-
edge of the Father's charac-
ter and plans increases an d
there is obedience to tha t
growing understanding, so al-

so the closeness of the wal k
and communion with the Fa-
ther increases . "0 for a closer
walk with God," should be
the earnest desire of th e
heart.

This growth was the fervent
prayer of the Apostle Paul :
"That ye might be filled with
the knowledge of his will in
all wisdom and spiritual un-
derstanding. That ye might
walk worthy of the Lord unt o
all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work, and increas-
ing in the knowledge of God . "
(Col. 1 :9, 10) Alas, that so
many today should err in be-
lieving that it does not really
matter what we believe ; or,
how much or how little we
know, so long as we are sin-
cere!—II Pet. 3 :1 8

A beautiful picture, illus-
trating the value and impor-
tance of a growth in knowl-
edge, is recorded in the ac-
count given of the two dis-
ciples who walked from Jeru-
salem to Emmaus on the Sun-
day of our Lord's resurrection .
{Luke 24 :13-32) These two men
were loyal, devoted, and sin-
cere . For them it had been a
very wonderful experience t o
enjoy the companionship of
their dear Master . But now he
had been taken from them
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and crucified . This event had
completely put them "off
balance." They had trusted
that it was he who shoul d
have redeemed Israel. They
understood that certain scrip-
tures had already had their
fulfilment in Jesus; and they
had fondly hoped that othe r
holy prophecies were jus t
about to be fulfilled . But now
all was changed . Jesus had
definitely been put to death ,
and their hearts were full of
sorrow .

But unknown to these two
disciples, the Lord Jesus wa s
quite near them . He knew al l
about their difficulties, an d
was close at hand to help . W e
can picture that before Jesus
was crucified he had walke d
and talked with these two dis-
ciples, and that this fellow -
ship had been sweet . Now, in
their present dilemma and
lack of understanding, they
could not experience so close
a fellowship as Jesus coul d
have desired .

And why was this? It was
because the plan of God had
advanced a step forward. Cal -
vary was now in the past. The
man Christ Jesus had lai d
down his life as a ransom
price. He had been raised
from the dead a great spiri t
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being, and had been given al l
power in heaven and in earth.
But these were facts still un-
known to those two loyal, de -
voted, and sincere disciples .

They were deficient i n
knowledge, and so the Lor d
knew that his first move was
to be their teacher, to lead
them into a knowledge of
God's plan of redemption . He
knew that when this was ac-
complished there could be a
closer walk and fellowshi p
with them than ever before .
Certainly the Lord did no t
conclude that their loyalty
and devotion and sincerity
alone were basis enough for
the fullest fellowship . Instead ,
his course of action confirme d
the fact that knowledge o f
God's plans and purposes is
indispensable to closer fellow -
ship.

Next we find Jesus himsel f
drawing near to them, on tha t
Emmaus road . He appeared to
them as a complete stranger .
In a beautifully sympatheti c
manner he inquired the caus e
of their apparent disappoint-
ment . They informed him of
their troubles, doubtless quot-
ing various scriptures which
they felt sure had been ful-
filled in Jesus of Nazareth .
Then Jesus said to them: "0
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foolish men; and slow o f
heart to believe in all that
the prophets have spoken . Be-
hoved it not the Christ to suf-
fer these things; and to enter
into his glory? And beginnin g
from Moses and from all the
prophets, he interpreted to
them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning himself. "
(Luke 24 :25-27, R. V.) What
an opening of the Scripture s
that was to these two travel-
lers! How their hearts burned
within them as they walke d
and talked with the Stranger
whom later that day they
identified as their risen Lord !

There was a time when we ,
too, walked along life's path-
way: loyal, devoted and sin-
cere . But, alas! like these two
disciples, sadly lacking in in-
telligence respecting our Fa-
ther's plans. Like these dis-
ciples we also had learned to
love God, and we knew some -
thing of his character and
something about the Scrip-
tures. But we were sad be -
cause there were many per-
plexing problems which w e
were unable to solve ; and the
explanations which came from
religious leaders were any-
thing but satisfactory .

But there was "One" a t
hand, even our returned and
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glorified Lord, who sensed
our difficulties, and knew
that we needed further knowl-
edge if we were to walk
closer in fellowship with him
and his Father . And it was
while we reasoned and
struggled with the perplexing
questions respecting God tha t
"Jesus himself drew near."
He broke upon our astonishe d
minds the vision of the divine
plan of the ages in all its won-
drous beauty and simplicity .
That was a never to be for-
gotten experience! Darkness
fled away! Superstition van-
ished! Scriptures were opened !
Our hearts did surely burn
within us .

Going back to the "Emma-
us" incident, we learn that
when the three travellers
reached the home of the two
disciples the Stranger mad e
as though he would have
gone farther. But one who
had so opened the Scriptures ,
and set their hearts burnin g
in such a manner, was not to
be parted with easily. They
constrained him to abide with
them, for it was toward even-
ing. The three entered the
house and a meal was pre-
pared. They sat down to meat ;
the Stranger lifted up his
voice and gave thanks. Wha t
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a familiar voice, and what a
familiar giving of thanks that
was! As they sat at meat thei r
eyes were opened . They rec-
ognized the Stranger to be
the Lord, and then he van-
ished out of their sight .

Have we not noticed that
the experiences of many of
us today have been somewhat
similar? It was after we ha d
received a knowledge of the
divine plan of the ages that
we found the truth to be like
a meal, and we sat down to
eat, to digest, and to assimi-
late it. This has been, and
still is, a feast indeed. But
perhaps the most wonderfu l
feature of all has been that,
as we have appropriated to
ourselves the life-giving ener-
gizing "food," like those at
Emmaus, we also have had
our eyes opened to see and
recognize the One at the tabl e
as none other than our dear
Lord himself, now returned
at his second advent, as prom-
ised to gather his own unto
himself .

This has been a very special
revelation indeed, and it is
granted only to those who ,
having had the Scriptures
opened, continue to investi-
gate the matter until at lengt h
they realize they have close
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fellowship with Jesus . "He
shall gird himself, and make
them to sit down to meat, and
will come forth and serve
them."—Luke 12 :3 7

Again returning to the
"Emmaus" account, we fin d
that when the Lord had van-
ished, the two disciples, thei r
hearts still burning and thei r
eyes of understanding now
opened, rose up the same
hour and returned to Jerusa-
lem. There they sought ou t
the rest of their number who
had gathered that Sunday
night behind closed doors fo r
fear of the Jews .

It is ever the same with all
who contact the Lord and ar e
taught of him. The effect of
intelligent understanding is to
bring all those enlightened
into fellowship with each oth-
er, where they can assist and
build one another up in the
most holy faith . As we do so ,
Jesus himself draws near with
his message of peace to u s
just as he did on that Sunda y
night behind those close d
doors in Jerusalem.—Luke
24 :3 6

In this scriptural account
there is an order of events
which we cannot afford to
disregard, as it contains a
precious lesson. When these
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two disciples walked and
talked and were sad, and
when Jesus came near and
walked with them, their firs t
experience was that of having
the Scriptures opened to them .
Suppose they had been quit e
satisfied to let the matte r
rest there, and to let thei r
blessed Teacher go on his
way—how much they would
have missed! They would have
had the Scriptures opened to
them, and perhaps for a time ,
burning hearts, but with stil l
"closed" eyes they would not
have recognized their Teach-
er as their risen Lord. So, too ,
with many today. They have
rejoiced to know of the Scrip-
tures opened to them, and to
have had the many perplex-
ing questions answered . Thei r
hearts have burned, tool—but
they have neglected really to
"sit down to meat" and to
appropriate these precious
truths to themselves, and con-
sequently they miss the bless-
ing of "opened" eyes, and liv-
ing contact with the Lord. Let
us rejoice, however, that not
only have we had the Scrip-
tures opened; not only have
our hearts burned ; but we
have had the blessed experi-
ence of sitting down to meat
at a richly spread table . And
above all, the eyes of our
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minds have been opened and
we have recognized our dear
Teacher as our beloved Lord
and Head, who, true to his
promise, has returned and has
come forth to serve us .—Luk e
12 :3 7

We are, by divine grace, a
greatly privileged people . Let
us count our many blessings !
We have been brought in -
to "agreement with God,"
through faith, obedience, and
the justification which is in
Christ Jesus . We have been ,
and are being, sanctified ,
"separated," set apart, by him
to be his holy brethren, par-
takers of the heavenly calling .
We have been graciously
granted an "intelligent appre-
ciation" of the Father's plans
and purposes. Now we ca n
earnestly pray : "0 for a
closer walk with God. "

This is a companionship i n
which we can take to our
Heavenly Father every joy ,
and every sorrow. We can
take our every problem and
have his advice and counsel .
It is in and through the name
and merit of Christ that we
have this precious "walk"
with God. Indeed, as day by
day we faithfully walk and
have sweet fellowship wit h
Jesus, along the "Emmaus"
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road, we also "sit down t o
meat" with him at the richl y
spread table of truth . Thus
we also have communion with
the Father, for they are both
abiding with us . "If a man
love me," said Jesus, "he will
keep my words : and my Fa-
ther will love him, and w e
will come unto him, and make
our abode with him."—John
14 :23

This is a wondrous "walk, "
or way of life . And we can
rest in the assurance tha t
nothing but what is good and

best for us as "new creatures "
is being planned. So that
whether the path be rough or
smooth, it is always accept-
able to us, since we have thi s
marvelous companionship .

Our walk is to be constant,
not spasmodic, but an un-
changing, patient endurin g
pace—a holy habit, not an
odd duty . And if we are faith-
ful, our walk with God and
with his dear Son will termi-
nate in the glorious eternal
home of our Father .
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Talking Things Over

The Unity of the Spirit

IT WILL be thirty-nine years in October since the first is -
sue of The Dawn was published, and while we have dis-
cussed the general and fundamental teachings of the Bibl e
from month to month as best we could, including Christian
unity, we think it well to stress again the importance o f
this subject as we enter upon a new year of publication .
There is very little unity in the world today, in either th e
civil or professed Christian world . Instead, there is chaos ,
and much of this chaos in based on fear—fear of action s
by others that we regard as being contrary to our own
interests .

One small area of unity in the outside world today is th e
agreement among certain dissident groups that they ar e
against "the establishment "—whatever that might happen
to be. How different this is from Christian unity which i s
not an agreement to be against something or somebody,
but to be for righteousness, for the Lord, and for hi s
people ; and to be willing, at whatever cost, to lay dow n
one's life in his service .

The Apostle Paul wrote of "endeavoring to keep th e
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." The "unity o f
the Spirit" is a unity which is produced by the indwellin g
Spirit of God in our lives, and is evidenced by our en -
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deavors to obey its holy dictates and influences . And this
results in a blessed condition among the brethren . The
psalmist spoke of it prophetically in that well-known
psalm: "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for breth-
ren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious oint-
ment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaron's beard : that went down to the skirts of his gar-
ments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that de-
scended upon the mountains of Zion : for there the Lor d
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore ."—Ps . 133

The "unity of the Spirit" is more than just a kindly
feeling toward those who are in agreement with us . It is
more than "showing a good spirit," as this expression is
often used ; although those who are united by the Hol y
Spirit will certainly be kind and loving toward one anoth-
er. The unity of the spirit is the unity which results fro m
obedience to the will of God as he has revealed it through
his Word .

At One with God

Those who are truly united by the Spirit of God must
first be at one with God. Amos wrote, "Can two walk to-
gether, except they be agreed?" (Amos 3 :3) The Hebre w
word here translated "agreed" carries the thought of hav-
ing made an appointment. The message is to Israel, who
had made an appointment to walk with the Lord in keep-
ing with the terms of the Law Covenant, and the Lord is
telling them through Amos that they would be punishe d
because they had not kept that appointment . They had
failed the Lord .

We also, through full consecration to do his will, hav e
made an appointment to walk with the Lord ; and if we are
faithfully keeping that appointment, walking according to
our covenant of sacrifice, we must of necessity be unite d
with all others who are likewise walking with him . Any
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straying from the path of full obedience to the divine
word will in some measure alienate us not only from the
Lord, but also from one another . This would represent th e
influence of a carnal spirit in our lives, rather than a re-
flection of the Spirit of God .

The Spirit of carnality existed for a time in the churc h
at Corinth, manifesting itself in the tendency to be over-
impressed with the influence of human leaders . And there
are other forms of carnality. All the works of the fles h
and the Devil are carnal, springing from the fallen na-
tures of the Lord's people. The fruits of the Spirit, on the
contrary, are the result of the workings of the Holy Spirit
in our lives, and in addition to promoting unity will en -
courage the spirit of kindness, patience, and love .

An Early-Church Issue

Throughout the age various issues have tended to plac e
a strain upon the spirit of Christian unity. Some of thes e
have been essentially the same in each generation; others
have been peculiar to the time in which they existed . One
of the issues which tested the unity of the Spirit in th e
Early Church was that which arose when Gentiles bega n
to accept the Gospel and to associate themselves with con-
gregations which had been hitherto exclusively Jewish .

But what did the Holy Spirit dictate with respect to th e
Jew and Gentile issue in the Early Church? This is th e
question which we should all ask ourselves in connectio n
with the difficult-to-understand situations which may aris e
among us . The answer is to be found on the basis of what
the Holy Spirit says, through the written Word . One of
the greatest tests upon the Lord's people throughout the
entire age has been loyalty to the Word of God . All the
grossly erroneous doctrines of Christendom have devel-
oped through efforts to wrest the Scriptures to make the m
seem to conform to unscriptural viewpoints .
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The Issue Clear

In the Early Church there should have been no difficulty
for any of the Lord's consecrated people to know wher e
they should stand with respect to the Jewish and Gentil e
converts—but there was difficulty, and largely becaus e
certain teachers were going about teaching error on the
subject . Paul withstood these, as did others. Even Peter
wavered in his conduct on one occasion . Racial prejudic e
doubtless entered into the matter .

True, to begin with, Jesus had instructed his apostles
not to go to the Gentiles . Probably some remembered this ,
but did not keep their instructions up-to-date, for later,
after his resurrection, Jesus instructed his disciples, be -
ginning at Jerusalem, to go into all the world and preach
the Gospel . And then the Lord performed a miracle i n
bringing Peter and Cornelius (the first Gentile convert)
together. When Cornelius and his household accepted th e
message, and the Holy Spirit came upon them as it had
upon the Jewish converts at Pentecost, Peter, reporting it ,
said concerning the work of God's grace in their hearts ,
"And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness ,
giving them the Holy Spirit, even as he did unto us ; and
put no difference between us and them, purifying thei r
hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a
yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither ou r
fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe tha t
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved, even as they ." (Acts 15 :8-11) One of the great les-
sons Peter learned from his experience was that hence-
forth as between Jew and Gentile "there is no respect o f
persons with God."—Rom. 2:11

The Basic Fundamentals

In presenting his admonition on the importance of keep-
ing the "unity of the Spirit," Paul gives an outline of es -
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sential beliefs involved in this unity . We quote : "There i s
one body, and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hop e
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism . One God
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and i n
you all ."—Eph. 4:4- 6

"There is one body": The Jewish converts were not t o
think that Gentiles accepting Christ were of another
"body"—perhaps a little inferior to themselves . This
would be a perversion of the true spirit of unity . We do
not have this issue in the church today . But let us watch
well our minds and hearts along this line! Let us ever
realize that in the Lord's arrangements there is only "on e
body," and that Christ is the Head of that body . May we re-
alize at all times that our responsibility is to speak the truth
"in love," to "grow up into him in all things, . . . from
whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacte d
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the ef-
fectual working in the measure of every part, maketh in -
crease of the body unto the edifying of itself in love ."—
Eph. 4:15, 1 6

The Revised Standard Version speaks of the "whol e
body" being "joined and knit together by every joint with
which it is supplied, when each part is working properly ,
makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in love." The
"body" illustration here is somewhat different from that
in I Corinthians 12, where the head, hands, feet, etc ., of
the body are mentioned, with emphasis placed on the fact
that each member has a function to perform .

The reference here in Ephesians is particularly to th e
"joints" of the body, and to the fact that the body is hel d
together, or "knit" together, by the joints . This suggest s
that whatever function we may have in the body of Christ,
we are all to serve as "joints," or as binding influences t o
hold the body together so that it may function properl y
and mature in love .
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This is a searching lesson, for we may well all ask our -
selves whether we are binding influences among our breth-
ren; are we truly serving as "joints" to "knit" the bod y
together .

One Hope

In the body of Christ there is but one Spirit, which i s
the Holy Spirit, and all the members of the body are calle d
"in one hope of your calling." (Eph. 4:4) This is the "heav-
enly calling," the "high calling ." It is the calling to glory
and immortality, and to live and reign with Christ for the
blessing of all the families of the earth . Let us not assume
that the Lord would be pleased for us to do other than to
use all our strength and influence to encourage such a
noble company, called to such an exalted calling, to fellow -
ship and work together.

We have "one Lord, one faith, one baptism ." (vs. 5) The
reference here is to our Lord Jesus Christ, who is th e
Head of the body of which we are the members . Our Lor d
Jesus is to us our "Good Shepherd," our "Advocate," our
"Redeemer," and of course also our "Head ." What a pre-
cious heritage we have in Jesus, and how we should treas-
ure him, and also all those who have been brought int o
the same blessed relationship with him .

All those who are called into this fellowship have but
the one "faith," which is "the most holy faith," the "fait h
once delivered unto the saints ." It is the "good tidings o f
great joy" which the angel proclaimed to the shepherd s
the night that Jesus was born . This most holy faith i s
broad and all-comprehensive; it is not a restricted viewpoint
of God's plan . Since God has promised to bless all the
families of the earth through Christ and the church, it be -
hooves us to love and help to bless those to whom he ha s
revealed this glorious truth .
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"One baptism" : This "one baptism" is our death baptis m

into the will of God through Christ. It is because of the
burial of our own wills into the will of God, and the ac-
knowledgment of Jesus as our Lord and Head, that we hav e
been accepted into his body and enjoy the sweet fellowshi p
of kindred minds, and are privileged to work together i n
one common cause of truth . Let us be careful lest we d o
or say something which could mar this sweet fellowshi p
and prove that our death baptism is not so complete as i t
should be .

One God

Paul continues his summary of the important factors
related to our unity in Christ : "One God and Father of all ,
who is above all, and through all, and in you all ." (vs . 6 )
"One God"—and such a glorious God! He is not a god o f
wood or of stone, but the true and living God who create d

the universe. His cardinal attributes are Wisdom, Justice ,

Love, and Power . Our God is "Light, and in him is no
darkness at all. "

To contemplate such a God should make us feel ver y
small, and to realize how very limited is our own knowl-
edge. No true child of God would assume for a moment
that he knows more than God on some particular subject .
But if we read his Word and misinterpret it, or refuse to
believe what God says on the case in point, we are in fac t
acting as though we know more than God . But how insig-
nificant our opinions should become as we compare the m
with the light of truth which shines out from the Wor d
of God !

"And Father of all ." : The great God of the universe, the
Creator of all, means many things to us, and among th e
most precious of these is the fact that he is our Father .
Jesus reminded us that we should hallow the great name
of our Heavenly Father, and that he has promised to re -
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establish his will on earth even as it is now established in
heaven . And this is to be the burden of our prayer . This
great work of the kingdom is the hope of the church, an d
what a glorious hope it is ; the more so, because it is set
forth in the Bible by our Heavenly Father . He knew that
we would need the inspiration of this hope in order to
continue our struggle against the world, the flesh, and the
Devil .

Our Heavenly Father loves us, and he cares . His ear s
are ever open to our cries for help, and he never sleep s
in the sense of being neglectful of our needs . He is de-
pendable . With him there is "no variableness, neithe r
shadow of turning ."—James 1 :17

God is humble : "The Lord is high above all nations, an d
his glory above the heavens . Who is like unto the Lord our
God, who dwelleth on high, who humbleth himself to be -
hold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!"—
Ps. 113:4-6

Again, "Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabit-
eth eternity, whose name is Holy : I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive th e
heart of the contrite ones." (Isa . 57:15) Obviously, to ob-
tain the refreshing blessings promised in this text we mus t
be humble and contrite . The proud, the haughty, thos e
who exalt themselves, cannot expect much attention fro m
God until their experiences are such as to make them con-
trite and humble .

Yes, our God loves and cares, and he pities—"Like as a
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear [reverence] him . For he knoweth our frame; he re-
membereth that we are dust ." (Ps. 103:13, 14) Because Go d
knows of our imperfections he has made arrangements t o
cover us with the robe of righteousness. He will supply all
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our needs from day to day as new creatures in Chris t
Jesus . Let us endeavor to keep our minds fixed more firm-
ly on God and all that he means to us . It will give us a
greater appreciation of all those whom he has taken int o
his family, and give us a greater desire to help and bles s
them.

Paul reminds us that our God is "above all, and through
all, and in you all ." Only our great and loving Heavenl y
Father could be above all, and yet working through and i n
all his people . Only this high and lofty One is so exalte d
that he is able to humble himself to work within such im-
perfect creatures as he has chosen to be joint-heirs with
his beloved Son in that glorious kingdom to come for whic h
we continue to pray .

Needed Grace

Paul continues, "But unto every one of us is given grac e
according to the measure of the gift of Christ." (Eph. 4 :7 )
Remembering the greatness of God our Father who ha s
called us to such a high and holy calling, we will earnestl y
endeavor "with all lowliness and meekness, [and] with
longsuffering" to forbear one another in love . For God
deals thus sympathetically with each one of us, and despite
our imperfections he gives us grace for our every time of
need—"according to the measure of the gift of Christ . "

And what is the "gift of Christ"? Paul answers, "Where -
fore he [Christ] saith, When he ascended up on high, h e
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." (Eph. 4:8)
Continuing, we find that these gifts are, "Some, apostles ;
and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some ,
pastors and teachers ." These are all ministers or servants
of the Gospel of Christ . Some of those mentioned are the
inspired servants of the church ; some are the uninspire d
—those provided as teachers, evangelists, and pastors to
help us the better to understand the Word of truth .
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If we are endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace, we will accept without question the
declarations of God's inspired servants, and will seek the
help of the others, always searching the Scriptures to b e
sure that what we are taught is in harmony therewith . The
purpose of our study and searching will always be to at-
tain a more harmonious and inspiring understanding of th e
Word of truth, the divine plan ; and in the spirit of love to
assist one another. For it will be thus that we will main-
tain the unity of the Spirit .

Paul explains the function of the servants which hav e
been provided through Christ as being, "for the perfectin g
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifyin g
of the body of Christ : till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulnes s
of Christ ; that we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine ,
by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive ; but speaking the truth in love ,
may grow up into him in all things, which is the Head ,
even Christ ."—vss . 12-15

There seems a fitting distinction in Paul's lesson be-
tween the "unity of the Spirit" and the "unity of th e
faith." Through the Holy Spirit the Lord has revealed to
his people the great essentials of his plan, and the knowl-
edge that they should earnestly endeavor to be at one i n
these things—the one Lord, one faith, one baptism, etc . —
but in the great framework of the divine plan there ar e
many details, including the proper understanding of Bible
texts themselves.

If we maintain the unity of the Spirit we will progres s
toward a more harmonious understanding of these many
details, and this should be our goal . This should be the
motive for our study of the Word and for our fellowship .
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Coupled with the unity of the faith mentioned by Paul i s
his statement, "and of the knowledge of the Son of God . "
Thus it is indicated that our endeavor to reach a unity of
faith refers to the great fundamentals of the plan of Go d
as they are centered in Christ Jesus our Lord .

And our endeavors to find this unity call for "speakin g
the truth in love." After all, this is the great goal of the
Christian life, for without it all knowledge and all othe r
aspects of the Christian life are of no lasting value . It will
profit us nothing . So, as we embark on our 39th year of
publication we will endeavor to keep these things in min d
as best we can . This has been our goal throughout th e
years, as we know it has been yours ; and may we all,
through the weeks, months, and years to come, mak e
progress in the unity of the Spirit in keeping with our
Master's prayer that we might all "be one ."

	

q

Encouraging Letters
Enjoyed Film

Dear Sirs : After seeing th e
film, "Life After Death," I can-
not wait to ask you to send m e
one of your books on this sub-
ject . Would you be so kind a s
to let me have one? Yours faith-
fully.—Republic of South Afric a

Scriptures Understoo d
Dear Christian Friends : I can

hardly wait for The Bible An-
swers program each week . I
have been over the scripture s
it discusses time and time
again, and your discussion s
make them more easily under-
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stood . I enjoy them so much .
I thank my God for you all ,
and for the program. May h e
continue to bless and to pros -
per both you and it .—Kentucky

Faith Strengthene d
To the Dawn Publications : I

surely enjoy reading your
books. I read them every day,
and can find scriptures I neve r
would have found if it hadn' t
been for you . So you see, yo u
have helped me in faith mos t
of all . God bless each one o f
you .—Missouri
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Speakers' Appointments

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .
Their services are furnished free upon request . Address your request to Daw n
Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J A visit will be arranged
when passible .

TUNIS GERY
Salem, Oreg .

	

Sept . 2
Seattle, Wash .

	

4-6
Vancouver, B . C .

	

7
Wenatchee, Wash .

	

1 0
Spokane, Wash .

	

1 2
Clarkston, Wash .

	

1 5
Boise, Idaho

	

1 9
G . M . JEUC K

Allentown, Pa .

	

Sept. 1 9
G . O . JEUCK

Sacramento, Calif .
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Seattle, Wash .

	

4-6
Spokane, Wash .

	

7
Boise, Idaho

	

9
Denver, Colo .

	

1 2
Oklahoma City, Okla .

	

1 4
Memphis, Tenn .

	

1 6
Louisville, Ala .

	

1 9
A . H . KRUMPOL T

The Dalles, Oreg .

	

Sept. 1
Portland, Oreg .

	

2
Bremerton, Wash .

	

3
Seattle, Wash .

	

4-6
Baltimore, Md .

	

2 6
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

2 6
M. C . MITCHEL L

San Diego, Calif .

	

Sept . 4 . 6
KENNETH M. NAI L

Bremerton, Wash .

	

Sept . 1
Seattle, Wash .

	

4 . 6
Portland, Oreg .

	

7
Salem, Oreg .

	

8
Chico, Calif .

	

9
Sacramento, Calif .

	

1 0
GEORGE PASSIOS

Sayville, N . Y .

	

Sept . 1 2

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

E. K . PENROS E
Washington, D. C .
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2
New York, N . Y .

	

4-6
Zeigler, III .

	

1 6
St . Louis, Mo .

	

18, 1 9
St . Joseph, Mo .

	

2 1
Kansas City, Mo.

	

2 2
Fayetteville, Ark .

	

2 3
Stigler, Okla .

	

2 4
Oklahoma City, Okla .

	

2 6
Weatherford, Tex .

	

2 7
Phoenix, Ariz .

	

3 0
LEO POS T

Paterson, N . J .

	

Sept. 1 2

H . W. PRIC E
New York, N . Y .

	

Sept . 4- 6
West Newton, Pa .

	

8, 9
Columbus, Ohio

	

1 0
Indianapolis, Ind .

	

1 2
St . Louis, Mo .

	

1 3
Kansas City, Mo .

	

1 4
St . Joseph, Mo .

	

1 5
Idaho Springs, Colo .

	

1 8
Denver, Colo .

	

1 9
Bosler, Wyo .

	

2 0
Laramie, Wyo .

	

2 1
Cheyenne, Wyo .

	

2 2
Ranchester, Wyo .

	

2 4
Wenatchee, Wash .

	

2 7
Seattle, Wash .

	

2 8
H . J . TIEMEYE R

New Haven, Conn .

	

Sept . 1 9
Waterbury, Conn .

	

1 9
F. S . WASSMAN N

Catawissa, Pa .

	

Sept . 26
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Conventions

JACKSON, MICH ., Sept. 4-6—North-
east Junior High School, 1024 Flem-
ing . Mrs. Ray Lumley, 2531 Ashto n
Rd .
NEW YORK, N . Y ., Sept . 4-6—Wal-
dorf-Astoria Hotel, 50th St . and Par k
Ave. Mr . G. M. Jeuck, 81 Blauvel t
Rd ., Nanuet, N . Y .

SAN DIEGO, CALIF ., Sept. 4-6—Mrs .
Gilbert L . Rice, 4005 Olympic St .
SEATTLE, WASH ., Sept . 4-6—Norwa y
Center, 300 Third Ave . W. Miss Mar y
Stevens, 6525 24th N . W., Apt . 1 .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Sept. 5—260 1
Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs. C. R . New-
ham, 678 40th Ave ., N . E .

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Sept. 12—N . W.
Gardens, Independence Hall, N . W.
Blvd . & N . Star Rd . Mrs . Lois Smith ,
4294 Ellery Drive .

PITTSURGH, PA . AREA, Sept . 18, 1 9
—Swickley Grange Hall, Route 136 ,
4 miles E . of West Newton, Pa . Mr.
Carl S . Boughton, 126 Slater Dr . ,
Pittsburgh, Pa .

ST . LOUIS, MO., Sept. 18, 19—Mrs.
D . E . Prutzman, 2035 Jannette Drive .

CINCINNATI, OHIO, Sept. 19—Broth-
erhood of Railway Clerks Bldg . ,
Court and Vine Sts . Mr. Joh n
Slavich, 126 S . 22nd St ., Richmond ,
Ind .
POTTSTOWN, PA ., Sept. 19—YWCA ,
315 King St . Mr . Byron S. Van Horn ,
1101 N . Evans St .

CHICAGO, ILL ., Sept. 26—Masoni c
Temple, 5352 W . Chicago Ave . Mr .
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Albert Sheppelbaum, 5739 S . Nor-
mandy Ave .

DETROIT, MICH ., Sept. 26—North-
west Branch YWCA, 25940 Gran d
River . Mr. Frank Niemczak, 1893 7
Murray Hill .

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., Oct. 2, 3
—Walker Junior High School, 425 2
Three Mile Rd ., N . W. Mrs . Bernar d
Fuerst, 804 Conger St ., N . E .

AGAWAM, MASS ., Oct . 3—Eastfiel d
Mall, Route 20, Boston Road, Spring -
field, Mass . Mrs . Leslie W . Hindle ,
Route 1, Box 127, Depot St., Broa d
Brook, Conn .

PIQUA, OHIO, Oct . 3—YWCA, 41 8
N . Wayne St. Mrs . I . J . Peddemors ,
222 Walker St .

BUFFALO, N . Y., Oct . 9, 10—Unity
Temple Lodge, 1940 Niagara St . Mr .
Stanley Koszka, 670 Union Rd . ,
West Seneca, N . Y .

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF ., Oct. 9,
10—Odd Fellows Hall, 520 Dana St.
Mrs . Elmer A . Nord, 1235 Peach St .,
Apt . B .

CINCINNATI, OHIO, Oct. 16, 17

CLEVELAND, OHIO, Oct. 17

MUNCIE, IND ., Oct . 1 7

NEW LONDON, CONN ., Oct . 1 7

PONTIAC, MICH ., Oct . 1 7

MILWAUKEE, WIS ., Oct. 30, 3 1

ORLANDO, FLA ., Oct. 3 1

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Nov . 6, 7
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy-

five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g

text books on the Bible for our day .
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ruled pages for birthday
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To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH...

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev. 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ; Rev. 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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