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HIGHLIGHTS OF DAW N

'Reeling' and 'trembling' are two prophetic expres-
sions which so well describe our world today. It is
often observed by statesmen and historians that no w
our problems are so complex that the only real solu-
tion is a one-world government. But the existing frag-
mentation of the political, economic, ethical, and
social aspects of our world, all selfishly motivated,
have rendered this solution virtually impossible .

Our world is being pulled in so many different direc-
tions that it lacks stability and a firm objective .
Recent events in Russia and the Middle East, as well
as financial and economic upheavals worldwide, give
cause to feel that the future is very uncertain. Many
tremble with fear, not knowing where we are going.

God prophetically predicted this situation . Does he
have a solution?

This Reeling and
Trembling Earth

"The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and
shall be removed like a cottage ; and the

transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it;
and it shall fall, and not rise again . "

—Isaiah 24:20

O
UR TEXT IS a graphic description of a topsy-turvy

world order headed blindly and staggeringly towar d
inevitable destruction . In this same chapter of lsaiah' s
prophecy, almost all of which is similarly prophetic of the
overthrow of Satan's world, we are told that the earth is
"made empty," and is "laid waste ." The prophet also
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declares that the earth is "turned upside down," an d
"mourns." The same earth, according to this prophecy, i s
seen to "fade away," and to be "broken down," "dis-
solved," "moved exceedingly," and "removed like a cot-
tage."—Isa. 24 :1,4,19,20

The earth here mentioned is, obviously, not this literal
planet upon which we live . The literal earth canno t
mourn, nor does it need punishment for transgressions .
The term is used to denote what we call the world, or th e
world order . In the fourth verse of the chapter, the word s
earth and world are used interchangeably . Just as the
term earth is symbolic, so all the various expression s
which are employed to describe how the symbolic earth i s
destroyed are also pictorial . The use of so many of the m
conveys the unmistakable thought that Satan's world or
empire is to be completely destroyed . Satan's world must
indeed be destroyed before God's new world can be es-
tablished—that world described by the Apostle Peter a s
one "wherein dwelleth righteousness ."—Il Pet. 3:13

Beautiful and meaningful is the descriptive language o f
the Bible, however . Both the Old and New Testament s
give us numerous pictures of events now taking place in
the world . The prophecies identify the present period of
human experience as the 'Day of the LORD', 'the Day o f
Jehovah' . It is 'the time of the end' of the Gospel Age, i n
which man-made rulership, based upon selfishness, an d
guided largely by misleading human philosophy, is crum-
bling to its fall .

Not knowing that the time has come for divine inter-
vention in the affairs of men, human wisdom still hopes to
erect a new and better world upon the ruins of the ol d
one. Temporarily, and to a limited degree, this may be
accomplished . But, the prophecies of the Bible sho w
clearly that before the events of this Day of the LORD are
completed, the long-promised kingdom of the LORD will
have taken the place formerly occupied by the changin g
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institutions of men . This is why it is called the Day of th e
LORD .

It is also called the Day of Vengeance of our God, an d
the "day of wrath ." (Isa . 61 :2 ; 63 :1-4 ; Ps . 110 :5) Yet we
are not to get the idea of divine malice . God has es-
tablished certain laws in harmony with which he operates ,
and those who come into conflict with these reap the
penalty of their course . Thus, today humankind is reapin g
the result of unrepented selfishness and sin .

What the Prophet Isaiah described as the Day o f
Vengeance, the Prophet Daniel spoke of as "a time o f
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation . "
(Dan . 12 :1) The Prophet Malachi says concerning th e
same period, "Behold, the day cometh, that shall burn a s
an oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly ,
shall be stubble ." (Mal . 4:1) The Prophet Joel, foretellin g
the same time of distress upon the world, speaks of it as
a "day of clouds and of thick darkness ." (Joel 2 :2) Jesus
refers to this time as one of " great tribulation, " so ruinous
in its character that if it were not cut short, no flesh ,
human or lower animals, would survive its ravages . —
Matt . 24 :21,22

The prophetic lightnings spoken of in Psalm 97 :4 : "His
lightnings enlightened the world ; the earth saw, an d
trembled, " are a symbolism illustrating what the Prophe t
Daniel described as an "increase of knowledge ." (Dan .
12 :3) Many of our great statesmen and writers no w
recognize the relationship between education and presen t
world chaos. While the worldly-wise recognize that it i s
the enlightening influences of our day that have starte d
the common people on the march for freedom, yet they
do not see that this has come in fulfillment of Biblica l
prophecies, and because Go d's time has come to establis h
his kingdom .

For centuries the theory was held that knowledge in
the hands of the common people was a dangerous thing ,
and it was indeed dangerous to the hereditary ruling clas -
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ses . Every possible effort was made to keep the people i n
general, in ignorance . That was during the period style d
the Dark Ages . But the time came when God wanted th e
people to obtain knowledge . His symbolic lightnings
began to enlighten the world, and the first effect of this i s
what we see happening all over the earth today .

The lightning symbolism is especially meaningful i n
connection with the prophecy of Joel, which describe s
this same period as one of "clouds and thick darkness . "
How apt indeed is the figure . Truly, lightning flashes in
the midst of the gloom and perplexity of this cloudy day
are the great principles of truth and justice in contras t
with which the world 's present disorder is so manifest . A
flash of lightning from the obscured throne discloses her e
one error, and there another, concerning the social ,
political, governmental and scientific views and practice s
of the past, and incites the masses to press for bette r
things to which they feel they are justly entitled . Never
before have such conditions prevailed .

How clearly the prophetic lightning flashes from God 's
throne are helping to reveal corruption in the world ,
dishonesty in high places, hence emphasizing more an d
more the need for radical changes to be made in th e
world economic setup . But, how to right these wrongs the
world is not able to see, with the result that we hea r
conflicting ideas, voices, theories, threats, all of whic h
add to the confusion and increase the trembling of th e
social earth, and weaken the powers of the symboli c
heavens . Today, indeed, the earth is trembling as muc h
from the din of wordy conflict, as it has in the past fro m
the hammer blows of global war !

In the midst of all this trouble and tumult, what is th e
attitude of the LORD's truly consecrated and faithfu l
people? Are they, too, in fear and doubt and confusion ?
Not if they are living up to their privileges as watchmen i n
Zion . (Isa . 52 :8 ; Mic . 7 :4) True, the LORD's people suffe r
from the same distresses as do the worldly, but knowing
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the outcome, they lift up their heads in confidence know-
ing that not only their deliverance in the first resurrectio n
is near, but that the deliverance of the earth from th e
thraldom of sin and death also hastens on .

Through the Scriptures, the LORD's people are given a
clear knowledge of the divine plan, with its times an d
seasons, which enables them to both see the necessity for
the present method of divine discipline upon the world ,
and also the peaceable fruits of righteousness which shal l
result therefrom . In the midst of the storm and babble o f
this great Day of the LORD they hear the commandin g
voice of God, and their hearts rejoice . They have ful l
confidence in his ability to bring order out of confusion .
They realize that in the judgments of this day, it is the
LORD who speaks from heaven—from the high place o f
authority and control, and they give thanks that at lon g
last he is calling a halt on unrestrained human selfishnes s
by preparing to set aside the order of things which selfish-
ness produced, that his own long-promised kingdom ma y
be established in its place .

The lightning flashes portrayed in the prophecies are
symbolic of knowledge along all lines as it affects the
course of human behavior . Spiritual truth, as it applies to
God's will for his own people, is revealed through the
Scriptures, and disseminated by the consecrated follower s
of the Master . To understand the prophetic meaning o f
the times in which we are living, is, therefore, to b e
regarded as a special favor from the LORD . Hence our
attitude should be one of great gratitude toward God fo r
the beautiful truth he has granted us the privilege o f
seeing, and with which we have the blessed privilege o f
being identified . Our gratitude should be manifested by
an increasing zeal in helping to bring that truth to the
knowledge of others .

Our eyes of understanding should discern clearly the
Battle of the Great Day of God Almighty now in progress ;
and our faith, guiding our eyes of understanding throug h
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the Word, should enable us to see the glorious outcome —
Messiah's kingdom! The Battle of the Great Day of God
Almighty is in progress . It is a battle that has its stages of
gradual development . Its general character is that of a
struggle of light against darkness, of liberty against op-
pression, of truth against error . It is so widespread in its
application, and so universal in all its ramifications, that
no one symbolism could fully describe it .

In addition to the prophetic pictures already men-
tioned, the Scriptures describe it as the "fire of God's
jealousy." (Zeph . 3:8) Nahum 1 :3,6,7, informs us that
"His way is in the whirlwind and in the storm ." It is also
prophetically described as a "flood of mighty waters," an d
"a great earthquake ."—Isa. 28:2 ; Rev . 16 :18

Through the Prophet Jeremiah, the LORD indicate d
that to a greater or lesser extent, militarism forms a
prominent part of this great day of trouble, saying, "I will
call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth . "
(Jer . 25:29) A similar thought is suggested in Isaiah 34 :3 ,
where the kingdoms of the earth, symbolized as moun-
tains, are said to be melted with the blood of armies .

Still another symbolism of the prophecies, is that o f
treading the "winepress ." Prophesying of Christ durin g
the early part of his second presence, the prophet said, " I
have trodden the winepress alone ; . . . and their blood
shall be sprinkled upon my garments ." (Isa . 63 :1-6) We
believe that this work began in 1914 with World War I ,
and has been growing in severity year by year . As with
the battle of the great day of God Almighty, the symbolic
treading of the winepress continued throughout Worl d
War II, and other more localized conflicts, and still con-
tinues .

Another symbolism depicting the overthrow of con-
stituted authority, particularly that of rulers wh o
governed Continental Europe prior to World War I, is
that contained in Daniel's prophecy, which illustrates the
accomplishment of the divine purpose as the smiting of
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the human-like image seen by Nebuchadnezzar in his
dream . This image, according to the prophecy, was to b e
smitten by a stone cut out of the mountain without hands .
This stone, according to Daniel 2 :44,45, represents the
kingdom of God .

The former church-state rulership in Europe has al-
ready been destroyed during the intervening years be-
tween World War 1 and World War II, while th e
remaining fragments thereof are even now being groun d
to powder preparatory to being blown away as the chaf f
from a summer threshing floor . (Dan . 2 :32-35,44 )
Europe is no longer ruled by the Gentile Times royalty ,
but by governments which have arisen out of the masse s
of the people .

Still another symbolism picturing the blows of destruc-
tion being dealt Satan's empire before God's kingdom ca n
be established, is that given to us by the Apostle Paul . He
likens the trouble to birth pangs which come upon a
woman in travail . (I Thess. 5:1-3) There are suggestion s
in the prophecies that there were to be three of these
major spasms of trouble . In Daniel's prophecy they are
shown as, first, the smiting of the image, then its bein g
ground to powder, and finally, the wind blowing away th e
dust .

Note, for example, Joel's prophecy : "Let all the in -
habitants of the land tremble ; for the Day of the LOR D
cometh, for it is nigh at hand ; a day of darkness and o f
gloominess, and day of clouds and of thick darkness . . . .
A fire devoureth before them ; and behind them a flam e
burneth . . . . The earth shall quake before them ; the
heavens shall tremble : the sun and the moon shall b e
dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining .”—Joel
2 :1-3,10

Whatever the symbolism used by the prophets of old to
describe one or more of the events transpiring in the
momentous Day of the LORD, back of them is the fac t
that God takes the responsibility for the overthrow of thi s
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present evil world, and explains to us that he accom-
plishes this end through the prophetic increase o f
knowledge—the flashing of his lightnings .

The trembling of the earth as a result of Jehovah' s
lightnings is a very comprehensive symbolism . It may
tremble as in a storm, or in the wind, or from fire, o r
earthquake, or floods, or in other ways, but it continue s
to tremble until it finally falls . Then the kingdom of Mes-
siah will be established in its place .

There can be little doubt that we of the present genera-
tion are witnessing the foretold death-throes of a worl d
order . It is what the Scriptures elsewhere describe as the
end of the world . (Matt . 13:39) World distress incidenta l
to the transitional changes now occurring has caused me n
and women of all nations to long for a new and bette r
world . We can well understand the desire of th e
democracies to do all in their power to make sure that th e
new world will be a free and happy one. We are not
speaking disparagingly of human efforts when we say that
there can be no ideal world order until the kingdom of
Christ is established .

It seems that there is nothing which should engender
such hope and courage in the hearts of humanity toda y
more than to know that out of all the chaos and troubl e
experienced by the present generation there is soon to
emerge an era of genuine and lasting peace and joy . And
it is just this that we can and should expect, not becaus e
man will finally triumph over his selfishness, but becaus e
God has intervened in the affairs of men, and will soo n
establish divine control over the nations . In the last verse
of the chapter from which our text is taken, we are give n
assurance that the LORD of hosts shall reign in Moun t
Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients glorious-
ly ."—Isa . 24 :23

Jerusalem was the capital city of Judea, and Zion hill i n
Jerusalem was where the government of Israel centered .
The promise of God to reign in Zion would, therefore ,
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denote actual God-control in human affairs . This sym-
bolism of the divine kingdom is mentioned many times i n
the prophecies of both the Old and New Testaments . In
the 2nd Psalm, 6th verse, God declares, "Yet have I se t
my king upon my holy hill of Zion ." The psalmists the n
explains that God's king, who is Christ Jesus, will dash
the nations to pieces like a potter's vessel .

In the 14th chapter of Revelation, Jesus and his entir e
church are shown to be together on Mount Zion . The
prophecy of Obadiah gives us the same portrait of th e
kingdom, declaring that "Saviours shall come up o n
Mount Zion, . . . and the kingdom shall be the LORD's ."
(Obad. 21) It seems clear from these references that th e
term Zion is used in the Scriptures to denote the exalte d
status of Christ and his church as they reign together for
a thousand years to uplift and bless the sin-sick and dyin g
world .

Micah 4:2 declares that "the Law shall go forth of Zion ,
and the Word of the LORD from Jerusalem ." This i s
another of God's promises in which the term Zion is use d
symbolically to represent the divine Christ . There is goo d
reason to believe, also, that the term Jerusalem is use d
here to describe the earthly or visible operations of the
new kingdom . The laws of that kingdom emanate from
Zion, that is from Christ and his church . Hence there will
be no need for legislators, because there will be no oc-
casion to change or amend the laws—nor will new laws b e
needed to meet emergencies .

But these laws will need to be made known, and th e
people will need instruction in their proper applica-
tion.This will be done through the earthly representative s
of the kingdom—the Word of the LORD going forth fro m
Jerusalem. Those who will represent the Christ in the
Jerusalem activities of the kingdom have already bee n
selected by God, and prepared by him for this high posi-
tion of trust as world educators under Christ . In Matthew
8 :11 and Luke 13 :28,29, they are identified by Jesus a s
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being Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets . In
Psalm 45:16 they are referred to as the fathers of Israel ,
and the promise is given that they shall be made "princes"
in all the earth .

Should we view this Scriptural portrait of God's ne w
world from the human standpoint, it would probabl y
seem quite impractical, and we would have good reaso n
to ask, Will it work? But we must remember that this i s
not a humanly devised Utopian arrangement . If it were
only that, it would be a fool's paradise, indeed . But ,
thank God, it is his new arrangement for a sin-sick, war -
weary world . The Creator of the universe, the great First
Cause of all life, has planned it, and certainly he woul d
not make promises to the human race which he is not
able to fulfill .

	

U
IT IS a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD,
and to give praises unto thy name, 0 Most High. To
show forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, an d
thy faithfulness every night, upon an instrument of
ten strings, and upon the harp with a solemn sound .

ARE YOU MOVING ?

IJ
Li:+iMI

	

T
It will save the Dawn a considerable amount o f

expense in postage if you will notify us three weeks in
advance of your new address .

Thank you !
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDY LESSON S

LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 3

Serving the Church
KEY VERSE : "They all wept sore, and fell on Paul's
neck, and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for th e
words which he spoke, that they should see his fac e
no more."—Acts 20:37,38
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Acts 20 :17-31

PAUL WAS GOING back to hold, I go bound in the Spiri t
Jerusalem, and he want- unto Jerusalem, not knowing

ed to arrive there by the Day the things that shall befall m e
of Pentecost . Though his time there : save that the Holy
was limited, he did want to Spirit witnesseth in ever y
fellowship once more with city, saying that bonds an d
the elders of the Ephesus ec- afflictions ['wait for me', Mar-
clesia, so he boarded a ship gin] ."—vss . 22,23
from Assos to Miletus . Mi- Paul seemed sure that h e
letus was about 36 miles would not be able to visit th e
south of Ephesus, and from brethren in Ephesus again ,
there Paul sent messengers for he said to the elders tha t
to Ephesus to invite the they would see his face no
elders to make the day's jour- more . (vs . 25) In the shado w
ney to Miletus to meet him .

	

of this uncertainty, the apos -
And they came. The fact tle delivered his farewell

that they made this great ef- message to the Ephesia n
fort to see the apostle reveals elders . Under the circum-
the enormous confidence and stances, some would only be
fervent love they had for concerned about their forth -
him . One reason Paul was coming troubles, but Paul
anxious to see these brethren testified : "None of these
is revealed in his words : "Be- things move me, neither
12
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count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish
my course with joy, and the
ministry, which I have re-
ceived of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the
grace of God ."—vs . 24

Paul reminded them tha t
he had not shunned to de-
clare unto them "all the
counsel of God," and that he
had "kept back nothing that
was profitable . " He had
taught them "publicly," an d
in their homes .—vss . 27,20

Paul then admonishe d
them as elders to, "take hee d
therefore unto yourselves ,
and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Spirit hat h
made you overseers, to feed
the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own
[Son's] blood ."—vs. 28

Experience has prove d
that servants in the church
who do not take heed unt o
themselves are not qualifie d
to effectively watch over the
spiritual welfare of others .
Elders must not think more
highly of themselves tha n
they ought to think . Pride o f
mind and heart distorts spiri-
tual vision and makes ineffec-
tive what otherwise could be
a blessed ministry of the

truth . Taking heed to one's
self also implies careful an d
prayerful study of the truth .
One cannot minister to
others what he does not un-
derstand himself.

The elders at Ephesus
took Paul's admonition to
heart and watched faithfully
over the flock so that the
"wolves" and the false
apostles were discovered an d
exposed . "Watch, and re -
member," Paul said to them ,
"that by the space of three
years I ceased not to warn
every one night and day with
tears . " (vs . 31) Paul had set
the elders of Ephesus a good
example, and now he
wanted them to follow that
example—to follow him as
he followed Christ .

Paul's discourse ended ,
they joined in a closing
prayer, and the elders bade
the apostle farewell . It must
have been a touching mo-
ment for them all, for we
read that "they all wept sore ,
and fell on Paul's neck, an d
kissed him, sorrowing most
of all for the words which he
spake, that they should see
his face no more . And they
accompanied him unto the
ship . "—vss .37,38

	

q
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 0

Facing Crisis
KEY VERSE: "The night following the Lord stood b y
him and said, Be of good cheer, Paul : for as thou host
testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear wit-
ness also at Rome."—Acts 23:1 1
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Acts 21 :26-33 ,

THE HOLY SPIRIT ha d
testified that bonds and

imprisonment awaited Pau l
at Jerusalem, and tha t
prophecy was being ful-
filled. He was arrested by
Roman soldiers, largely to
protect him from the Jewish
mob and the riotous condi-
tion thus created .

Paul, ever alert for oppor-
tunities to bear witness to the
truth, asked the Roman of-
ficer to allow him to speak to
the mob from the steps of th e
castle, and this permission
was granted . His witness wa s
largely in the nature of a per-
sonal testimony as to the
reason he had become a dis-
ciple of Jesus of Nazareth .

He reminded his hearer s
that at one time he felt the
same way about Jesus' dis-
ciples as they did and that he
had been zealous in his ef-

37-39
forts to stamp them out . He
told of the miracle on the
Damascus road by which he
came to realize that Jesu s
was indeed the Messiah .

Realizing that Paul was no t
pacifying his accusers, the
Roman officer ordered him
taken into the castle and
scourged . As they began t o
carry out these instructions ,
"Paul said unto the centurion
that stood by, Is it lawful for
you to scourge a man that
is a Roman, and uncon-
demned?" (Acts 22 :25) The
centurion reported this to the
captain, and warned him ,
"Take heed what thou doest :
for this man is a Roman ."
(vs . 26) After Paul convince d
the captain that he was in -
deed born a Roman citizen ,
the situation changed . The
captain knew that he must tr y
to find out from Paul's ac -
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cusers what they had against
him .

The chief priests and al l
their council were ordered to
appear in the castle, and Paul
was brought before them to
plead his own cause . He said ,
"Men and brethren, I have
lived in all good conscience
before God until this day . "
(Acts 23:1) With this, "the
High Priest Ananias com-
manded them that stood by
to smite him on the mouth ."
(vs . 2) Paul, somewhat an-
gered by this action, said to
him, not knowing that he was
the High Priest: "God shall
smite thee, thou whited wall :
for sittest thou to judge me
after the Law, and corn-
mandest me to be smitte n
contrary to the Law?" (vs . 3)
When he was told that h e
had reviled a High Priest, he
said, "I wist not, brethren ,
that he was the High Priest :
for it is written, Thou shal t
not speak evil of the ruler o f
thy people ."—vss. 4,5;
Exod . 22 :28

This was a noble repl y
which should have helped the
Council to realize that her e
was a man who knew God's
Law and was endeavoring to
live in harmony with it . But

when men are blinded by in-
tolerance and prejudice, the y
are seldom able to reason
correctly .

Paul may not have known
why a visit to Jerusalem wa s
vitally connected with his
going to Rome . But there i s
little doubt that when th e
Lord stood by him in the
castle that night, and assured
him that he would go t o
Rome, the whole picture
opened up before him .

Now Paul knew that his
visit to Jerusalem was not
only to give a witness to
the Jews in Judea, bu t
when this was accom-
plished, he was to give a
witness at Rome also .

The very next day, an d
for his own safety, Paul
was escorted out of Jeru-
salem by the Roman army
to the city of Caesarea ,
where he was to have a n
audience before th e
Roman governor . There
Paul made an appeal to be
heard before Caesar i n
Rome, rather than be re -
turned to Jerusalem fo r
trial . This was legally hi s
right as a Roman citizen .In
time Paul was brought to
Rome .
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 7

Speaking Up for Your Faith
KEY VERSE: "I continue unto this day, witnessing
both to small and great, saying none other things
than those which the prophets and Moses did say
should come."—Acts 26:22
SELECTED SCRIPTURES: Acts 26:1-8, 22,23,27-29

BEFORE A CONVENIENT

opportunity came to
send Paul to Rome, King
Agrippa and his sister, Ber-
nice, "came unto Caesarea
[where Paul was held prison-
er] to salute Festus," the
Roman governor . (Acts 25 :
13) Festus took this oppor-
tunity to tell Agrippa about
his prisoner, and Agrippa
asked to see and hear Paul .
Paul must have realized that
nothing he could say to
Agrippa would change the
status of his case . So here we
find the great apostle happy
simply because he was t o
have an opportunity to wit-
ness for the truth . He kne w
that Agrippa was well ac-
quainted with the viewpoints
and customs of the Jews .

First Paul recounted his
pre-conversion life, saying ,
"After the most straitest sect

of our religion I lived a Phar-
isee . And now," Paul con-
tinued, "I stand and a m
judged for the hope of the
promise made of God unto
our fathers: unto which
promise our twelve tribes, in-
stantly serving God day and
night, hope to come. For
which hope 's sake, King
Agrippa, I am accused of the
Jews ."—Acts 26 : 5-7

Paul left no question in
Agrippa 's mind regardin g
what 'hope' it was to which
he referred—the hope of the
resurrection of the dead .
"Why," he asked Agrippa ,
"should it be thought a thin g
incredible with you, that Go d
should raise the dead?" (vs .
8) The doctrine of the resur-
rection is, of course, thought
to be 'a thing incredible' by
practically the whole world ,
even to this day . Of all the
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religions of the earth, the
Christian religion is the only
one that teaches the resur-
rection . And even here, the
falsehood of inherent immor-
tality has voided the true un-
derstanding of the resur-
rection. Certainly the teach-
ing of the resurrection should
not be thought 'a thing
incredible'—not when we
take into consideration that it
is the great Creator of all life
who has promised to raise
the dead .

Paul related to Agrippa his
never-to-be-forgotten experi-
ence which took place on the
Damascus road, when h e
saw that blinding light an d
heard a voice asking, "Saul ,
Saul, why persecutest thou
me?" and learned that the
one speaking to him was
Jesus of Nazareth! The n
Jesus said to him : "Rise, an d
stand upon thy feet : for I
have appeared unto thee for
this purpose, to make thee a
minister and a witness bot h
of these things which tho u
hast seen, and of those things
in the which I will appea r
unto thee." (vss . 14-18) Pau l
then added, "Whereupon, 0
King Agrippa, I was not dis -

obedient unto the heavenl y
vision ."—vs 19

Agrippa held no hatred in
his heart for Paul, and could
see no reason why he should
be put to death simply be -
cause he had espoused the
cause of Christ and because
his conscience would not per-
mit him to be disobedient to
the heavenly vision . Agrippa
said to Festus, "This man
might have been set at liber-
ty, if he had not appealed
unto Caesar ."—Acts 26 :32

Many disadvantages and
hardships were certainly in-
volved in being held prison-
er . Without doubt Paul took
this into consideration before
appealing to Caesar . He
knew that the way to Rome -
as a prisoner would be a dif-
ficult one. But Paul knew
that the LORD wanted him to
go to Rome, and to Rome h e
would go . His consecration
to the LORD was so complet e
that he was willing to go no t
only where the LORD want-
ed him to go, but also in the
way the divine will was indi-
cated to him. Just as he wa s
willing to die at Jerusalem ,
so now he was also willing to
continue on to Rome as a
prisoner .
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 2 4

Proclaiming the Gospel
KEY VERSE: "Paul dwelt two whole years . . . preach-
ing the kingdom of God, and teaching those things
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all con-
fidence, no man forbidding him."—Acts 28:30,31

28:21-31
After all, Paul was going to
Rome as a prisoner .

Paul did not know wha t
awaited him. Caesar's gov-
ernment could take any ac-
tion it chose . But the LOR D
revealed the way before him ,
one step at a time . That was
all Paul needed—he was al-
ways ready to take that on e
step. Paul had learned that
with each step of the way
there were both trials and
joys, and that in all these the
LORD was with him .

The LORD had sent the
brethren from Rome to meet
the apostle . This gave him
the needed courage to com-
plete those last miles of the
journey and to face whatever
experiences awaited him .
Upon reaching Rome, the
prisoners were delivered to
the captain of the guard, "but
Paul was suffered [allowed ]

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Acts

PAUL FINALLY ARRIVED
in Italy after many hard-

ships during a perilous voy-
age by ship . They had bee n
shipwrecked on the Isle of
Melita, and marooned there
for three months . Their ship
was destroyed, so they
boarded "a ship of Alex-
andria, which had wintered
in the isle ." The vessel made
stops at several ports befor e
arriving at Puteoli . Here the
prisoners were put ashore .
There were some brethren in
Christ at Puteoli, so Paul an d
Luke remained there fo r
seven days, fellowshippin g
with them. "And so," wrote
Luke, "we went towar d
Rome ."—Acts 28 :14

From the standpoint of the
flesh, there was little to be
thankful for, even now tha t
they had reached Italy an d
would shortly be in Rome .
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to dwell by himself with a sol-
dier that kept him."—vs . 16

The apostle was permitte d
to live for two years in hi s
own hired house . (vs . 30)
While this was much bette r
than being in prison, he was
not a free man. He was con-
stantly chained to a soldier .
However, he was given free-
dom of speech and coul d
have his friends visit him ; and
Paul made full use of thes e
privileges for the further
spreading of the Gospel, to
the glory of God .

Paul waited only thre e
days after his arrival before
beginning his witnessing ac-
tivities . First he sent for the
chief Jews, because they had
expressed a desire to hea r
him . They had said, "Con-
cerning this sect, we know
that every where it is spoke n
against ."—vs . 22

They set a day when the y
would visit Paul at his hom e
to hear his testimony . Many
came to hear Paul, who "ex -
pounded and testified th e
kingdom of God, persuadin g
them concerning Jesus, both
out of the Law of Moses, and
out of the prophets, fro m
morning till evening ." (vs .
23) What a day of witnessing

this was for the apostle! Th e
results were as always —
"some believed the things
which were spoken, and
some believed not ."—vs . 24

After Paul had finished ,
these leaders among the
Jews disputed among them-
selves . Then, as a final wor d
to them, Paul quoted one of
Isaiah's prophecies, which
foretold the failure of the Is-
raelites to accept the Gospel .
He explained that because o f
this, the Gospel was going to
be preached to the Gentiles ,
to give believers from among
them an opportunity to be
fellow-heirs of the prom-
ises .—vss . 25-29

Here Luke brings his rec-
ord to a close, adding simply
that Paul dwelt two years in
his own hired house ,
"preaching the kingdom o f
God, and teaching thos e
things which concern the
Lord Jesus Christ, with al l
confidence, no man forbid -
ding him ." (vss . 30,31) We
know from this that Paul ha d
an active two years, but no
details are available excep t
those which we are able to
glean from epistles which he
wrote during this period . q
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

Ransom and Sin Offering
"For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye

suffer for well-doing, than for evil-doing . For Chris t
also bath once suffered for sins, the just for the

unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit ."

—I Peter 3:17, 18

G
OD'S PLAN FOR the deliverance of mankind from sin

and death is based upon the giving of a sacrifice . In
the Garden of Eden, soon after the LORD said that the
seed of the woman would bruise the serpent's head, th e
idea of sacrifice was introduced by the offerings which wer e
brought before God by Cain and Abel . The Apostle Pau l
referred to Abel's offering as "more excellent" than Cain's ,
and it was accepted by God, whereas Cain's was not . (Neb .
11:4) It seems evident that the LORD had revealed which
sort of offerings would be acceptable to him, and if th e
offering were motivated by the proper spirit .

From the time Abel offered his sacrifice to the LORD
until the First Advent of Jesus, sacrifices continued to b e
offered to the LORD, many of these on altars speciall y
built for the purpose . Noah offered a sacrifice after leav-
ing the ark . (Gen . 8 :20, 21) Abraham was called upon b y
God to offer his son, Isaac, as a burnt offering, and whe n
he proved his willingness to do this, a ram was substitut-
ed. (Gen . 22 :6-13) There was the sacrifice of the Pass -
over lamb, and later all the various sacrifices associated
with the services of Israel's Tabernacle, and later th e
Temple .

These sacrifices were identified iri various ways ,
depending upon their purpose and the circumstances
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under which they were offered . Some were called sin
offerings, others burnt offerings ; and there were trespass
offerings, peace offerings, wave offerings . Bullocks and
goats were used for these offerings, as well as lambs ,
birds, grain, and wine . Whatever the nature of the offer-
ings might be, the LORD demanded that the offerer pre -
sent his best . Nothing blemished was acceptable to the
LORD .

For the want of a better word to describe them, we
could say that all these sacrifices made by the LORD' s
ancient people were merely typical . They did not effec t
actual reconciliation with God . They did not remove the
guilt of sin and the condemnation to death resulting there -
from . However, to the extent that the offerers were sin-
cere of heart in presenting their sacrifices to the LORD ,
God was pleased, and they were blessed .

Speaking particularly of the sacrifices offered in con-
nection with the Tabernacle services under the Law, Pau l
wrote, "The Law having a shadow of good things to
come, and not the very image of the things, can never
with those sacrifices which they offered year by year con -
tinually make the corner thereunto perfect ; for the n
would they not have ceased to be offered? because tha t
the worshipers once purged should have no more con -
science of sins . But in those sacrifices there is a remem-
brance again made of sins every year ."—Heb. 10:1-3

The Situation Changed
With the First Advent of Jesus a fundamental chang e

came . Paul refers to this, saying, "Wherefore when h e
[Christ] cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice an d
offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast tho u
prepared me : in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou
hast had no pleasure . Then said I, Lo, I come (in the
volume of the Book it is written of me,) to do thy will, 0
God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering an d
burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not ,
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neither hadst pleasure therein ; which are offered by the
Law; Then :said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 God . He
taketh away the first, that he may establish the second .
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering o f
the body of Jesus Christ once for all ."—Heb. 10:5-1 0

Thus we see that with the coming and sacrifice o f
Jesus, God no longer accepted typical sacrifices . It is also
apparent that those sacrifices of the past pointed forwar d
to the sacrificial work of Jesus, and as we shall later see ,
in a lesser sense to the sacrifices of his footstep followers .
The primary difference between the typical sacrifices an d
the antitypical is that the first consisted of gifts which th e
offerer brought to the LORD—lambs, goats, etc .—while
the latter is the sacrifice of human life, and human bodies ;
not those of others, but of one's own .

"A body hast thou prepared me," Paul quotes Jesus as
saying . (Heb. 10:5) This was his human body, his flesh ,
which he gave for the life of the world . (John 6 :51) We ,
too, in `filling up that which is behind of the sufferings o f
Christ', are admonished to present our bodies "a livin g
sacrifice," with the assurance that they will be acceptable
to the LORD. (Rom . 12 :1) The combined sacrifices o f
Jesus' body and the bodies of his true foliwers are de -
scribed by Paul as the "better sacrifices"—better, that is ,
than the typical sacrifices of the past .—Heb. 9 :23

Different Purposes
The divine plan for the redemption of the human rac e

from sin and death indicates that different purposes ar e
accomplished by the better sacrifices of this Gospel Age .
Fundamental to all these is, of course, the ransoming o f
Adam and his progeny from death . This could be accom-
plished by none other than Jesus himself . Being born into
the world perfect, he was holy, harmless, undefiled, an d
separate from sinners, and therefore was not under con-
demnation to death . (Heb. 7:26) Thus Jesus, in sacrific-
ing his uncondemned life, was able to "ransom them [th e
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world of mankind] from the power of the grave," and t o
"redeem them from death ."—Hos . 13:14

This basic feature of the 'better sacrifices' is clearly
seen when we comprehend the meaning of the Gree k
word from which the word ransom is translated in I Tim-
othy 2 :5, 6 . According to Young's Concordance this
word means 'a corresponding price ' . The thought i s
amplified by the statement in the Law ; "Life shall go fo r
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot fo r
foot ." (Deut . 19:21) In the case of Jesus and the 'ransom '
he provided, it was his perfect human life that was given
as a substitute for the perfect life of Adam—which Ada m
forfeited through disobedience to the divine law .

Having provided a ransom which, in due time, would
lead to the release of Adam from death's condemnation ,
it meant that the unborn race in his loins at the time of his
sin would also be redeemed . Thus Paul states it, "As in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive ." ( I
Cor. 15:22) Obviously no one but Jesus could thus give
his life as a corresponding price, and it was for this pur-
pose that he "poured out his soul unto death ." (Isa .
53 :12) Nothing more than the sacrificed life of the perfec t
man, Jesus, was needed to bring about the release of the
entire human race from Adamic condemnation .

Other Sacrifices
While Jesus alone, by his "once for all" (Heb . 10:10 )

sacrifice, provided the opportunity for release from con-
demnation to death because of sin, the Scriptures make i t
abundantly clear that his followers are also invited to, an d
do, lay down their lives in sacrifice which is acceptable t o
God . We have already noted Romans 12 :1, which ex-
horts us to present our bodies a living sacrifice, with the
assurance that such a sacrifice would be holy, and accept -
able to God . This language, and the idea which it con-
veys, is clearly based upon the typical sacrifices of th e
past in which the bodies of beasts were offered in sacri -
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fice; and it reveals that as followers of Jesus we do hav e
a part in the antitype of those sacrifices .

The Apostle Peter is equally specific in this matter . He
wrote, "Ye also . . . are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up . . . sacrifices acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ ." (I Pet. 2:5) Here the apostle not only
assures us that we can offer sacrifices acceptable to God ,
but associates our position with the typical priesthood .
One of the main functions of Israel's priests was to offer
sacrifice ; and now, as antitypical priests, we are to offer
sacrifice .

These sacrifices are acceptable to God by or through
Jesus Christ, Peter explained . By nature we are member s
of the condemned and dying race, and would have noth-
ing to offer which would be acceptable to God . But, upon
the basis of faith in Jesus Christ and his atoning work on
our behalf, we are released from original condemnation —
"unto justification of life," as Paul explained it . (Rom .
5 :18; 4 :25) Paul wrote, "I am crucified with Christ :
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ Ilveth in me : and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me ." (Gal . 2 :20) This is simply another way of saying that
we are now reckoned as being alive, or having life, be -
cause the merit of Christ's perfect sacrifice, symbolized by
his shed blood, has been imputed to us . Thus we ca n
present our bodies a ' living ' sacrifice .

The Purpose
Every aspect of God's plan of salvation has a purpose .

What, then, is the purpose of Christian sacrifice and suf-
fering? Broadly speaking, it is that others might b e
blessed. Colossians 1 :24 reads, "Who now rejoice in m y
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which
is the church." Here we learn that our sacrifices and suf-
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ferings are for the sake of our fellow-members in th e
body of Christ—for their benefit, that is .

This is in keeping with the admonition to lay down ou r
lives for the brethren . But what is accomplished by this?
The Scriptures explain that we build one another up i n
our most holy faith, and thus help to prepare them for
glory, honor, and immortality in the kingdom . In II Corin-
thians 4 :12 Paul put it another way . He said, "Death
worketh in us, but life in you," the brethren . As we lay
down our lives for the brethren, it contributes to thei r
receiving life through Christ . While the life-giving merit i s
in the blood of Christ, our sacrifice is the means used
whereby that merit becomes vital in the lives of our fel-
low-members of the body of Christ . We pass on to them
the 'word of reconciliation' by our daily sacrifices in minis-
tering the Gospel of Christ .—II Cor . 5 :19

By these co-operative sacrifices, made acceptable to
God through the merit of the ransom, the 'bride' (Rev .
21 :2,9) of Christ is made ready for her association wit h
the Bridegroom in the kingdom work of dispensing life t o
all who will accept it upon the terms of belief and obedi-
ence during Christ's thousand-year meditorial reign . It
will be then that "the Spirit and the bride" will say ,
"Come, . . . and . . . take of the water of life freely ."—Rev .
22 :1 7

It is in this way that the merit of Christ's shed blood wil l
be made available in the next age for the world of man-
kind. The followers of Jesus, who are suffering and dyin g
with him now, could properly be said to be laying dow n
their lives for the world of mankind . These were spoken
of by Paul as being "planted together " in the likeness of
Jesus' death, which of course, was a sacrificial death .
Paul described this as a baptism into Christ's death—that
is, a death baptism .—Rom . 6:3-5

In I Corinthians 15 :29-32 Paul discussed the suffering
and death of the Christian, using the expression, "bap-
tized for the dead . " In the context Paul argued that if
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there were not to be a resurrection of the dead, then this
death baptism for the dead would accomplish nothing .
This shows clearly that our sacrifices are designed in the
great plan of God to accrue to the benefit of mankind
during the "times of restitution of all things ."— Acts 3 :19-
2 1

A Sin Offering
The reason Jesus died, and the reason we have th e

privilege of dying with him, is that God has designe d
these sacrifices as part of his plan to rid the world of sin .
Hence these antitypical 'better sacrifices' of the Gospel
Age are properly called sin offerings, even as were the
typical sacrifices of the Jewish Age . Sin offerings accom-
plish different things . The Scriptures declare that Jesus'
soul, his life, was made "an offering for sin ." (Isa. 53:10)
This offering provided redemption from sin and death .
The offerings of his body members, however, are relate d
only to the administering of the life-giving blessings made
available by the ransom—but this also pertains to th e
stamping out of sin, hence is spoken of by Paul as a dyin g
unto, or for sin .

This is shown in Romans 6 :10, 11 . We quote, "In tha t
he [Christ] died, he died unto sin once : but in that he
liveth, he liveth unto God . Likewise reckon ye also your -
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord ." Jesus did not die 'unto
sin' in the sense that he was once a sinner and the n
ceased from sin, as we do . The only way Jesus could die
'unto sin' was as a sin offering . And Paul says that we
should "likewise, [or in the same manner] reckon our -
selves to be dead unto sin . "

There are two key words in this statement by Paul . The
one, as we have noted, is 'likewise', which indicates that
we die as a sin offering even as Jesus did . The other ke y
word is 'reckon' . Jesus did not 'reckon' that he was dyin g
unto sin, for he actually gave a perfect life as an accept -
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able sacrifice, an offering for sin which provided redemp-
tion for Adam and his race . But we can only 'reckon' that
we are dying unto sin ; but since the LORD, through the
inspired Apostle Paul, authorized us so to reckon, i t
makes it bona fide, and we know that our offering is ac-
cepted on this basis .

The reason we are authorized to reckon that we are
dying unto sin is that the merit of the ransom has been
imputed tous to make our sacrifice acceptable . To suggest
that our imperfect sacrifices would not be accepted by
God for this purpose after the imputation of Christ' s
merit, would be to question, by implication, the efficac y
of the ransom. Yes, brethren, the imputation of the merit
of the ransom does make it possible for us to present ou r
bodies a living sacrifice, with the assurance that they hav e
been made holy in God's sight, and will be acceptable fo r
the purpose designed by him .

"For Christ Also"
Our text presents further confirmation of our share i n

the great sin offering feature of the divine plan . "It is
better," Peter states, "if the will of God be so, that y e
suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing . For Christ also
hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust ." Here
the key word is 'also ' .—"Christ also hath once suffered
for sins ." This means that if we are suffering because o f
well-doing, and in keeping with the Heavenly Father' s
will, we are suffering for sins, that our sacrifices are con-
sidered as a sin offering .

And note the further revealing statement in this text —
"the Just for the unjust ." Jesus was 'just', or 'justified', by
virtue of his own inherent perfection . He was holy, harm -
less, undefiled, and separate from sinners . (Heb . 7:26 )
We are 'just', or 'justified' before the LORD because ou r
imperfections are covered by the blood . The merit o f
Jesus' perfect sacrifice is imputed to us . Thus we too ,
even as Jesus, when we are laying down our lives follow-
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ing in his steps, are suffering and dying, the just for the
unjust . Actually, this is but another way of saying that we
are being "baptized for the dead . "

Foreshadowed
This wonderful partnership we enjoy with our Lor d

Jesus in the work of reconciling estranged humanity to
the Heavenly Father is clearly foreshadowed in the
Atonement Day services as conducted in the ancien t
Tabernacle in the wilderness . On that typical Day o f
Atonement, two animals were offered for sins . One of
these was a bullock, and the other a goat . Both animal s
were sacrificed in the same manner . They were slain a t
the door of the Tabernacle . Their fat and life-producin g
organs were burned on the brazen altar in the Court .
Their carcasses were burned outside the camp of Israel ;
and their blood sprinkled on the Mercy Seat within th e
Most Holy .

Paul refers to this in Hebrews 13 :10-13. Verse 10
reads, "We have an altar, whereof they have no right to
eat which serve the Tabernacle ." The altar referred to
here is the brazen altar in the Court of the Tabernacle ,
when sin offerings were burned on it . The law governin g
the use of the altar for this purpose reads, "No sin offer-
ing, whereof any of the blood is brought into . . . the
Holy, . . . shall be eaten : it shall be burnt in the fire . "
—Lev. 6 :30

Here Paul is saying that the altar which we have, o r
which typifies our sacrifice, is the brazen altar in th e
Court when used for sin offerings . It is because of this, or
"for," as Paul puts it, "the bodies of those beasts, whos e
blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for
sin, are burned without the camp . Wherefore Jesus also ,
that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suf-
fered without the gate . Let us go forth therefore unto hi m
without the camp, bearing his reproach ."—vss . 11-13
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There is no escaping the conclusion from this clea r
statement by the Apostle Paul that the animals offered for
the sins of Israel on their typical Atonement Da y
foreshadowed the sacrifices of Jesus and his church ; the
bullock, offered first, representing Jesus, and the goat ,
representing the church, his followers . This is the signifi-
cance of our sacrifice as we follow in the footsteps o f
Jesus . This is the 'altar', the opportunity of sacrifice an d
suffering which we have and which is acceptable to God
through the merit of Jesus .

The Practical Lesso n
While the Scriptures make it clear that the followers o f

the Master do share with him in the work of reconcilin g
fallen humanity to God, we should not overlook the prac-
tical application of this great truth which Paul suggests .
We quote : "By him therefore [that is, through the meri t
of Christ] let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God con-
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to hi s
name . But to do good and to communicate forget not : for
with such sacrifices God is well pleased ."—Heb. 13:15,
16

'To do good and to communicate' . This is the life en-
deavor of every true follower of the Master . And it is wit h
such sacrifices that God is well pleased . Paul again wrote ,
"Let us not be weary in well-doing : for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not . As we have therefore oppor-
tunity, let us do good unto all, . . . especially unto them
who are of the household of faith ." (Gal . 6:9, 10) This is
what our share in the 'better sacrifices' means to us i n
terms of everyday living . It would be of little value t o
know of this feature of the divine plan unless it influence s
us actually to lay down our lives in divine service, doin g
as much good as we can now, and looking forward to that
glorious future opportunity of sharing with Jesus in th e
blessing of all the families of the earth . q
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Thanksgiving
"0 give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name:

make known his deeds among the people . "
—Psalm 105:1

FOR THOSE WHO are endeavoring to be faithful in fol-
lowing the Master, every day is one of thanksgiving t o

the LORD. Every day these are conscious of the man y
benefits they are constantly receiving from the bountifu l
hand of their Heavenly Father . They recall that by heredity
they are members of a sin-cursed and dying race, and are
not entitled through their own righteousness to enjoy God's
favor . They are thankful, therefore, for God's love which
provided a Redeemer in the person of his beloved Son ,
and that their imperfections are now covered by the meri t
of his shed blood .

We are thankful that the LORD has opened the eyes of
our understanding to behold the beauties of his characte r
as they are revealed through his great divine plan of th e
ages . Through this understanding we are inspired to la y
down our lives in his service, knowing that through hi s
loving provision in Christ Jesus our imperfect works wil l
be acceptable . (Rom. 12 :1) While we have not made a
bargain with the LORD to exchange earthly blessings for a
heavenly reward, we are thankful for the heavenly calling
which is extended to all those who, in the proper spirit
and with understanding, respond to the call to walk in th e
Master's footsteps .—Heb. 3: 1

We know that the way in which we walk is narrow an d
difficult, and we are thankful for the many assurances o f
the Word that our Heavenly Father will guide an d
strengthen us in every step, that he will never leave us ,
nor forsake us, nor permit us to be tested above tha t
which we are able to bear . We are thankful that when we
have been fully planted together with Jesus in his death ,
having proved faithful unto death, suffering and dyin g
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with him, we will live and reign with him . How blessed it
will be when we reach the end of the way to receive the
promised "crown of Mel—Rev. 2:10

We are thankful for the generous provision of restitu-
tion which our Heavenly Father has made for the worl d
of mankind, and for the provision of the divine plan that
those who live and reign with Christ will have th e
privilege of dispensing these blessings to all the families of
the earth . We are thankful that during the thousand year s
of the messianic kingdom the knowledge of God's glory
will fill the earth as the waters cover the sea, and that
ultimately all will know the LORD, from the least unto th e
greatest . Then the whole world will truly give thanks unto
the LORD for his goodness to the children of men .

	

q

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

NOVEMBER 7—"I saw the souls of them that were beheaded
for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God . " —
Revelation 20 :4 (Z. '00-285 Hymn 277 )

NOVEMBER 14—"Take heed unto yourselves, . . . for
grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the
flock . Also of your own selves shall men arise, speakin g
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them ."—Acts
20 :28-30 (Z . '04-74 Hymn 145)

NOVEMBER 21—"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall
Into divers temptations."—James 1 :2 (Z.' 02-133 Hymn
216 )

NOVEMBER 28—"When He giveth quietness, who then ca n
make trouble?"—Job 34 :29 (Z . '96-259 Hymn 201 )
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DAWN PUBLICATIONS . . . .

TEN-CENT BOOKLETS
ARCHEOLOG Y
PROVES THE BIBLE
Designed to increase fait h

CHRIST'S THOUSAND-YEAR
KINGDOM
Christ's reign will bless mankind

COMING BACK FROM HELL
SOO N
A new approach to an old subjec t
Available in large print

GOD AND REASO N
How God will bring peace

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAV E
The Bible' s teaching on the soul ,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise

GOD'S PLAN
Illustrated by charts

GOD'S PLAN FOR MA N
A series of twenty-three lessons

GOD'S REMEDY FOR A WORLD
GONE MAD
A clear and concise presentation of
the doctrine of the kingdo m
Available in large print

GRACE OF JEHOVA H
God's appeal is through lov e

CREATIO N
Examines the Genesis record

ISRAEL IN HISTORY
AND PROPHECY
Significance of the present rebuild-
ing of Israel

THE KINGDOM OF GO D
Evidence that it is near

OUR LORD'S RETUR N
Reveals the manner and purpose

PARADISE WITHOUT
POLLUTIO N
God's solution to man's problems

A ROYAL NATIO N
Deals with British-Israel doctrines

SCIENCE AND CREATIO N
Harmony of Science and Bible

THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL
What the Bible really says

WHEN A MAN DIE S
Solves the riddle of deat h

WHY GOD PERMITS EVI L
A satisfying message of comfort

H
OPE — A MESSAGE OF comfort for those who have lost loved

ones in death, giving assurance that, in the resurrection, the y
will meet their beloved dead . Excellent for mailing. —

FREE BOOKLET
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. . . . INFORMATIVE AND DEVOTIONAL

FIVE-CENT BOOKLETS
ARMAGEDDON, THEN WORLD
PEAC E
Discusses prophecies of our day

THE BLOOD OF ATONEMENT
Basis of reconciliation with God

BORN OF THE SPIRIT
When and how?

THE CHURCH
The true church—how to join

THE DAY OF JUDGMEN T
Presents hope for the unsaved dea d

DIVINE HEALING
When sickness and death will end .
Available in large prin t

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL AND
THE WORLD
A bright hope for Jew and Gentile

HOPE FOR A
FEAR-FILLED WORLD
Mankind will not be destroyed

REINCARNATION
VERSUS RESURRECTION
Shows that life after death i s
through the resurrection

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYE R
Comforting and reassuring

JESUS, THE WORLD'S SAVIO R
Portrait of his qualification s

LIFE AFTER DEATH
A bright future for all mankin d

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Identifies the true witnesses o f
Jehovah and Jesus

PEACE THROUG H
CHRIST'S KINGDOM
The world's only hop e

SPIRITUALISM--IT'S CLAIM S
Can the dead communicate ?
WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE?
The Bible answers

YOUR ADVERSARY, THE DEVI L
Who is he? Who created him ?
FATHER, SON,
AND HOLY SPIRIT
Understandable and Scriptural

PHONE:
s

	

Dawn Publications :
(201) 438-642 1

FREE TRACTS—Available on a wide variety of interesting and

informative subjects, only a few of which are listed below :

Has Christianky failed?
The World of Tomorrow
Hope for a Fear-filled Worl d
Hope of Universal Peace
Why God Permits Evil
God Has a Pla n
The Homecoming of our Dead

Human Destin y
God's World of Tomorrow
Do You Know?
The Truth about Hell
Where Are the Dead?
Prophecies Fulfilled
Death Itself Will Die
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"FRANK AND ERNEST' . . . .

Sundays Unless Otherwise Noted
ARKANSAS

	

NEW JERSEY
Little Rods KAAY 1090 6:30 a.m. Salem

	

WNNN-FM 101 .7 9:45 a.m.

Marshall KCGS 960 4 :30 p.m. Salem

	

WJIC 1510 9:45 a.m.

CALIFORNIA NEW MEXIC O
Claremont KTSJ 1220 9:45 a.m. Los Alamos

	

KRSN 1490 6.^45 a.m.

Lancaster KVOY 1340 10:15 a.m. NEW YOR K
Los Angelas(Mon) KTYM 1160 6:30 a.m. Buffalo

	

WHLD 1270 12 :00 noo n
Los Angalm(Span)KAU 1430 5:45 a.m. New York

	

WOR 710 9:15 p.m.
Monterey KNRY 1240 8:30 a.m. OHI O
Sacramento KJAY 1430 10:00 a.m.

San Francisco KEST 1450 3:30 p.m.
Cindmnstl

	

WHOP 740 9 :00 a.m.

Tehachapi KTPt-FM 103.1 10:15 a.m. OREGON
Yuba City

FLORIDA
KOBO 1450 3 :30 p.m. Portland

	

KKEY 1150 7 00 a.m .

PENNSYLVANIA
Jacksonville WXTL 1010 7 :45 p.m. Alhrntown

	

WHOL 1600 10 :45 a .m.

Orlando WVCF 1480 4 :30 p.m. Jenkintown(Wad) WIBF-FM 103 .9 12:30 p.m.

Tampa WTMP 1150 8:30 a.m. Pittsburgh

	

WCXJ 1550 3:00 p .m.

ILLINOIS
Pottstown

	

WPAZ 1370 12:45 p .m .

SOUTH CAROLINA
LaSalle WLFO 1220 9:45 a.m.

Charlestown WOKE 1340 7:06 p .m .
Roddord WRRR 1330 6:15 a.m.

Beautott (Sat .) WVGB 1490 1 :00 p .m .
West Frankfort

INDIANA
WFRX 1300 9:15 a.m.

TENNESSE E
Hammond WJOB 1230 8:30 a.m. Nashvil. WLAC 1510 7:45 p .m .
LaPorte WCOE-FM 96 .7 1040 a.m.
North Vernon WKRP 1460 800 a.m. VIRGINIA
KANSAS Richmond WGGM 820 7 :45 a .m .
GoodLand KLOE 730 7:15 a.m.

Coffeyville KOGF 690 9.'05 p.m. WASHINGTO N
KENTUCKY 9 :45 a .m .Spokane KUDY 1280
Bowling Green WLBJ 1410 8:00 cm. Tacoma KAMT 1360 7 :30 a .m .
Winchester WHRS 10:30 a.m. WISCONSI N
MICHIGAN Milwaukee WNOV 85.6 7 :00 a .m .
Detroit CKLW 800 745 a.m Jackson WYLO 640 2:15 p .m .

f - adjuatti tints which era continually betng madti ut
n

the Fran k
and Ernest'. program schedule, eNwstations will be`aidded, and some ld
ones .will no longer carry ' our program . You may with to-check t h

o

sche ule regularly, ` to see what l happatahg In your uoa .
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. . . WORLDWIDE RADIO BROADCASTS

Canada
ALBERTA

Equador
Quito Radio Anorame (Sat .)99.7-FM 8:45 a.m .

Banff CFI-IC 1340 11 :45 a.m . Israel & Middle East
Brooks CIBQ 1340 9:00 a .m .

Voice of Flop . (Wed .) 945 AM 10 :30 p .m .Canino'. CFNC 1450 11 :45 a .m .
Stetlkar CKFQ 1400 a .m . 7 :45 a .m . Italy

	

(Italian )
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Europa Radio Milano 83 .3-FM 11 :30 a .m .Duncan CKAY 1500 9 .00 a .m. Euro Tel. Radio Calabria (Fri.)
Duncan CKAY 1500 7 :30 p .m. MHz 102 5 :30Grand Forks CKGF 1340 9 :00 a.m. Radio Carlson. Contra] .

p .m .

Nanaimo CHUB 1570 9:30 p.m. FM-88-500 FM-92 11 :00 a.m .Quailicum-
Parksvi8a

MANITOBA

CHPQ 1370 9:30 p.m.

Mexico (Spanish )
Culiarin Ranchera

	

XECQ 8 :30 a.m.
Winnipeg

ONTARIO
CKJS 810 9:00 a.m.

New Zealand
Leamington CHYR 710 5 :00 p.m . Whakatane

	

IXX 7 :00 a.m.
St . Thomas

QUEBEC
CHLO 1570 10:45 a.m . Nigeria

Montreal CFMB 1410 Radio Africa (Thur .) 7 :45 p.m .5:15 p .m .

SASKATCHEWAN Panama (Spanish)
Rosatown CJYM 1330 9 :45 a .m . Panama City

	

HOQ 1250 10:30 a.m .
Weybum CFSL 1190 8 :45 a .m .
Estevan CJSL 1280 8 :45 a .m . Philippines

Argentina (Spanish) Manila (Sat) .

	

DZAM 1026 KHz 7 :15 p .m .
Buenos Aires (Sat .) FM Malvinas 91 .5 MH Z

10:00 p .m .

British West Indies
Grand Cayman Radio Cayman

	

9:30 a.m.
Trinidad

	

Radio Trinidad 610 10 :30 p.m.

Chile (Spanish)

Santiago (Sat .) Radio Panamericana CB 14 2
10:00 a.m .

China
Hong Kong Radio Villa Verde (Fri .) 600 p .m .

South Africa
doubted Ptak (Thurs .) SWAZI Music

Radio 1400 t shottwave 49 & 60 9:00 p .m.

Sri Lanka
Colombo (Sat.) Radio Sri Lanka

	

7 :15 p .m .

Tonga
Nuku' Akita (Mon.)

	

10 :15 a .m.

Uruguay (Spanish)

Montevideo Radio El Espectador 810 8 :30 a.m.
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THE BIBLE ANSWERS TV Programs . . .

ALABAMA Chapp sl MAINE Qtatuusl OKLAHOMA Chiang
Montgomery 56 Portlaad 67 Broken Bow 28

CALIFORNIA MARYLAND Muskogee 1 9

Arroyo Grand. 66 Leonerdtown 52 Oklahoma City 7

Lancaster 38 MICHIGAN Tulsa 3 3

CONNECTICUT Detroit 16 & 26 PENNSYLVANIA
Litchli.Id 5 Muskegon 40

Beswidc 4 7

FLORIDA MINNESOTA Harrisburg 40
Minneapolis 13 Heaslton 35Daytona

Ft. Myers
42
7 MISSISSIPPI Johnstown 9

Jupiter
Naples

9
9

Bolivar
Philadelphia

8
20

RMsburgh

SOUTH DAKOTA

6 3

Orlando 21 Starkville 5
St . Augustin e
St . Petersburg

22
35

Tallahatchie

MISSOURI

11 Mitchell

TENNESSEE

1 6

Tallahassee 9 Cameron 35 Harrogate 1 8
Tampa 57 Columbia 2 Heisl.8 1 2
GEORGIA
Athens 34

St. Louis

NEBRASKA

7 Murkrwsbo o

TEXAS

27

Cordele 55 Lkscoks 67
Dublin 36 NEVADA

Austi n
Corpus Christi

1 3
50 & 7

Savannah 55 Las Vegas

	

39 Mt. Pleasant 5 4
ILLINOIS NEW JERSEY San Antonio 6 7
D.Kalb 7 Hammonton

	

8 Sulphur Springs 1 8
Plano 30

NEW YORK UTA HRoddord 45
Glens Falls

	

8
Urban a

INDIANA

1 Jamestown

	

8
Oneonta

	

15

St . George

VIRGINIA

66

Evansville 52 Radiator

	

40 Gloucester 51
Indianapol is

IOWA
'Cedar Rapids

1 1

13

Syracuse

	

14

NORTH CAROLINA
Burlington

	

16

Nosto&

WASHINGTON

68

Marshalltown 39 Charlotte

	

15 Wenatchee 2 7

KANSAS
Junction City 6

Henderson

	

34
Lenoir

	

53
Raleigh

	

63

Yakima

WEST VIRGINIA

60

Watetvills 26 Wilmington

	

10 Huntington 55
KENTUCKY

OHIO
'Logan (Mon) 1 2

Morehea d
Mt . Sterling

10 & 7
Neon

	

29 WISCONSI N
6 and 2

LOUISIANA
Jennings

Ashland

	

59
Cincinnati

	

25
Delaware

	

56

Walwshau

PUERTO RICO

4 3

13
New Od.w 61 Youngstown

	

20 Mayrgues 42

'The Bible Answer'television programs are aired each Sunday after-
noon from 12 :00 to 12 :30 p .m., Eastern Standard Time, on the station s
listed above . The times, days, and channels of those listings marked with a n
asterisk (') can be found in your local newspaper.
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

Our Profession
"We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than th e
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory
and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste
death for every man . For it became him for whom are

all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sons unto glory, to make the captain of

their salvation perfect through sufferings."
—Hebrews 2:9,10

THE WORDS OF this passage of Scripture are ver y
sobering indeed . To think how willingly the Lord Jesu s

came from heaven to earth as a human being, having bee n
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering o f
death, is a great lesson in humility for us . Despite his high
position in heaven as an archangel of God, and despite hi s
perfection as a man, he was not ashamed to call his disciples
brethren . (vss . 11-16) Continuing with his consideration of
this subject, Paul wrote, "Wherefore in all things it behove d
him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a
merciful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to mak e
reconciliation for the sins of the people ."—vs . 1 7

There is a similarity of thought between Jesus `takin g
upon himself flesh and blood' (vs . 14), and `being made a
little lower than the angels' . These are simply two ways o f
stating the same thought. And by wording the idea in
these two ways, emphasis is placed upon the necessity of
Christ being made flesh, not only to become our ranso m
price, but also to experience life under the difficult cir-
cumstances provided in the imperfect, fallen world o f
mankind . It was necessary for him to become a sym -
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pathetic High Priest to suffer the vicissitudes and hardships
of the unfriendly world .

The first High Priest of Israel, Aaron, had learned grea t
sympathy for his people by the things which he suffered i n
Egypt . In the first chapter of Exodus we read how deeply
Israel suffered. Pharaoh made them serve him with ex-
traordinary rigor—even taking away their straw for
making bricks, but they still had to fulfill their quota or b e
cruelly punished . We read, "Therefore they did set ove r
them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens . And
they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raam-
ses . . . . And they made their lives bitter with har d
bondage ." (vss . 11,14) From these arduous incidents ,
Aaron, who later became the first High Priest of Israel ,
learned how to be sympathetic with his people .

Jesus also qualified as a sympathetic High Priest by the
things which he suffered in common with all mankind, an d
beyond that, the injustices and cruelty he suffered fo r
serving God faithfully. His loyalty to the LORD led hi m
from Jordan to Calvary, sacrificing all the way . And in thi s
allegiance he proved himself worthy to be the High Pries t
of our cause .

The Apostle Paul, as recorded in Hebrews 3 :1, ad-
monished us to "consider the Apostle and High Priest o f
our profession, Christ Jesus." And again in Hebrew s
10:21,22, he said, "Having a High Priest over the hous e
of God ; let us draw near with a true heart in full assuranc e
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con -
science, and our bodies washed with pure water ." In an-
cient times, the work of the High Priest was to purify th e
people, and to bring them closer to God .

What did the apostle mean when he used the term, `th e
High Priest of our profession?" One who endeavors to be
a `professional' person must expend a great deal of time ,
money, and effort, and in many cases, all his time an d
effort, to learn the profession of his choice—for instance ,
a profession in medicine, areospace, or physics . Many
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years are spent at universities studying, passing tests, an d
working as interns under close supervision, before the y
can be considered professional people .

There is another meaning of this word—it can also
mean that a person has professed or confessed allegiance
to something, or some cause . In our case, and in the cas e
of Jesus, his loyalty was to God and to righteousness .
Both of these meanings fit in very nicely with the pictur e
we would like to draw of Jesus as the High Priest of ou r
profession .

We have been privileged to have been called to follow
after this wonderful profession! An invitation has come t o
us to be part of the priesthood of which Jesus was th e
High Priest. What steps must we take to be successful i n
our profession? Let us consider for a moment the scrip-
ture recorded in I Corinthians 1 :26,27, "Ye see your call-
ing, brethren, how that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but
God hath chosen the foolish things of this world to con -
found them which are mighty . "

Indeed, this is the case, and for very good reason . We ,
as Christians, have been called from every walk of life .
But only a very few have been chosen from among those
the world consider noble, or rich, or wise . Instead, Go d
has chosen those to make up the church class who hav e
great faith and are willing to follow Jesus wherever he wil l
lead them .

We have not been taken out of the world, but instead
we are left in the world where we receive experiences
which will teach us our profession . We will learn patienc e
and sympathy, trust in God, and love for him, for ou r
brethren, and for the poor world of mankind . In our
hands we have the textbook of God, the Bible the Wor d
of God, the bread of life . Through study of this book, we
learn beautiful lessons in the lives of the ancient people o f
God, through the lives of the apostles, and especially the
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life of Jesus, which are necessary for our training to hol d
a 'professional' place in God 's kingdom .

But how can we, with so little in the way of talents an d
abilities to offer, and having such lowly stations in this life ,
become professionals who will some day be useful t o
God? In Philippians 2:12 and 15 we read, "Wherefore ,
my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in m y
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work
out your own salvation with fear [reverence] and trem-
bling, for it Is God which worketh in you both to will an d
to do of his good pleasure . Do all things without murmur-
ings and disputings : that ye may be blameless and harm -
less, the sons of God without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine a s
lights in the world . "

What an encouraging thought! As a result of our faith
in Jesus as our Ransom, our Heavenly Father consider s
us blameless, without rebuke in his sight, and he bestows
the Holy Spirit upon ushe begins a work in us . Where are
we while this remarkable change is taking place in our
lives? The apostle tells us that this work is done while w e
are in 'a crooked and perverse world' . This evil world ,
then, is the university in which we were accepted an d
have qualified to learn our lessons . There we shine as
lights, educated with our only textbook, the Word o f
God, and with the experiences God sends to us .

In Philippians 4 :11-13, the Apostle Paul outlines th e
attitude he had toward God's instruction during his life ,
and indicates that we, too, must have this same point of
view. He said, "1 have learned, in whatsoever state 1 am ,
therewith to be content . I know both how to be abased ,
and I know how to abound : every where and in all things
I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both t o
abound and to suffer need . I can do all things throug h
Christ which strengtheneth me . "

A wonderful illustration of the Christian life is given t o
us in the life of Joshua . He, too, was being trained in the
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university of life for a future profession as an Ancien t
Worthy . Examining the Bible account, there is left to u s
no doubt that God trained Joshua to do a great wor k
even during his lifetime—to bless the whole nation of Is-
rael. The meaning of the name Joshua is, "The LORD i s
with us," or, "Saviour ." It has the same meaning as the
name Jesus. In Numbers 13 we are given a list of the
twelve men whom Moses sent to spy out the land whe n
they first reached the borders of Canaan . Oshea, or
Joshua, the son of Nun, is listed as one of the spies—he
was one of the two faithful spies .—vs . 8

The need for a savior was brought forcibly to mind i n
Israel during the trying times when Israel was waiting to
escape from Egypt . While Jehovah administered the ten
plagues to induce Pharoah to release God 's people, no
doubt many sons in Israel were named Oshea, or Joshua ,
or Jesus, in the hope, and with the prayer, that one of
them would indeed be their savior .

Egypt is a picture or type of the world under subjection
to Satan . Joshua was just a young man when he came
out of that land . This is significant, indicating that he was
not in sympathy with sin and unrighteousness, but wishe d
early in his life to be separated from it . Many scripture s
tell us that Joshua was one of Moses' most dependabl e
young men, whom he could call upon to minister to hi m
whenever he needed help . (Num . 11 :27,28) When we
look up the word minister in Strong's Concordance, we
learn that the meaning of the word is 'a menial', or, in
other words, a servant who served his master continually ,
and one who learned how to please his master .

The time came when the two faithful spies, Caleb an d
Joshua, and the remaining ten unfaithful spies, returne d
from their exploration of the land of Canaan . We read :
"Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh, which were of them that searched out the land, ren t
their clothes, and they spake unto all the company of th e
children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passe d
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through to search, it is an exceeding good land . If the
LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land an d
give it us ; a land which floweth with milk and honey . Only
rebel not against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of
the land; for they are bread unto us: their defence is
departed from them, and the LORD is with us, fear the m
not . But all the congregation bade stone them with
stones, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the Taber-
nacle of the congregation before all the children of Is-
rael ."—Num .14:6-10,22-24

The attitude of the children of Israel was just like the
spirit of the world . Caleb and Joshua had given a tru e
report, and their faith assured them that God would
guide them safely into the Promised Land . But the report
of the ten spies concerning the fierceness of the
Canaanites, filled the hearts of the people with fear . They
were so frightened they wanted to kill Caleb and Joshu a
before they could be led into what they pictured as sur e
disaster . Their faith was lacking .

They had no faith in God, their great Deliverer . Al-
though they knew that God had released them from thei r
devilish oppressors by causing the death of the firstbor n
of the land of Egypt—although they knew how their grea t
God had delivered them by parting the Red Sea, whil e
Pharaoh and his hosts drowned in its waters—althoug h
they also knew of his leadings through the desert, and hi s
miraculous provision of food and water in the wilder-
ness—still they had no faith that he could vanquish thei r
enemies and lead them safely by the hand of Moses, hi s
servant, into the land which he had promised them .

God had reserved a punishment for those wicked me n
who would not give their blessing to the venture, and t o
approve, in faith, the entering into the Land of Canaan .
God told them, "Because all those men which have see n
my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in
the wilderness, and have tempted me now these te n
times, and have not harkened unto my voice ; surely they
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shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers ,
neither shall any of them that provoked me see it : but my
servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him
and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land
whereinto he went : and his seed shall possess it . "—Num.
14:22-24

We might think it strange that Joshua was not praise d
for his faithfulness in this account, as well as Caleb .
Joshua had rent his clothes just as Caleb had, and he wa s
just as strong for the LORD as Caleb had been . Joshua
recorded his account of this, saying, "Forty years old was
I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me fro m
Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land ; and I brought him
word again as it was In my heart . . . . I wholly followe d
the LORD my God . And Joshua blessed him and gave
unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an in-
heritance." (Josh. 14 :7-13) It is significant to note tha t
Caleb received an earthly inheritance through the Hig h
Priest, while Joshua received none of the land . Just as a
sidelight, we make mention that this indicates that Joshua
represented our Lord Jesus, who gave up his right to lif e
here upon the earth . However, he had an incorruptible
inheritance in heaven .

In Exodus 24 :1314 we read : "Moses rose up, and hi s
minister [or servant) Joshua : and Moses went up into the
mount of God. And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye
here for us, until we come again unto you : and behold
Aaron and Hur are with you : if any man have any mat-
ters to do, let him come unto them ." For forty days and
forty nights Joshua was with Moses in the mount . Thus
we know he did not have a hand in the manufacture or
worship of the golden calf . Then, "Moses turned, and
went down from the mount, and the two tables of th e
testimony were in his hand : the tables were written on
both their sides ; on the one side and on the other were
they written. And the tables were the work of God, an d
the writing was written of God, graven upon the tables .
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And when Joshua heard the noise of the people when
they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war
in the camp. And he said, It is not the voice of them tha t
shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cr y
for being overcome : but the noise of them that sing do I
hear .

"And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto
the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and
Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his
hands, and brake them beneath the mount ." (Exod .
32 :1519) Note that when Moses and Joshua were nea r
enough to hear the noise, it was Joshua who commented
about the activity in the camp . He had been in the moun t
for the forty days and nights with Mosesno doubt remain-
ing at a lower level on the mountainside until Mose s
returned to him .

As in the case one who is learning from another mor e
mature master, such as Moses, Joshua watched him, he
stayed close behind his master, he walked closely in the
footsteps of Moses . We quote another passage which
gives indication of Joshua's continued closeness to Moses :
"It came to pass, when Moses went out unto the Taber-
nacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man a t
his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he had gon e
into the Tabernacle . And it came to pass, as Mose s
entered into the Tabernade, the cloudy pillar descended ,
and stood at the door of the Tabernacle, and the LOR D
talked with Moses . And all the people saw the cloud y
pillar stand at the Tabernacle door : and all the peopl e
rose up and worshiped, every man in his tent door . An d
the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a ma n
speaketh unto his friend . And he turned again into the
camp . But his servant Joshua, the son of Nun a youn g
man, departed not out of the Tabernacle ."Exod. 33 :81 1
Here is another incident which emphasized how much
trust God placed in Moses' young friend and helper ,
Joshua . Moses, though growing old, had not lost any o f
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his hearing or his sight, and his vigor was just as strong a s
when he pleaded with Pharaoh to release the children o f
Israel from Egypt. "The LORD said unto Moses, take ye
Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, an d
lay thine hand upon him : and set him before Eleazar the
priest, and before all the congregation ; and give him a
charge in their sight . And thou shalt put some of thine
honor upon him, that all the congregation of the childre n
of Israel may be obedient . And he shall stand befor e
Eleazar the priest who shall ask counsel for him after th e
judgment of the Urim before the LORD."—Num . 27 :18 -
21

"Joshua was full of the Spirit of wisdom ; for Moses ha d
laid his hands upon him : and the children of Israe l
hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commande d
Moses . "—Deut . 31 :14

Speaking again to Joshua, the LORD said "There shal l
not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of
thy life : as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee : I wil l
not fail thee, nor forsake thee . Be strong and of a good
courage, for unto this people shalt thou divide for an
inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to
give them . Only be thou strong and very courageous,
that thou mayest observe to do according to all the Law,
which Moses my servant commanded thee : turn not from
it to the right hand or to the left that thou mayest prosper
whithersoever thou goest ."—Josh. 1 :57

Up to this time, Joshua had received no earthly bless-
ing—no inheritance in the Promised Land—but he had
the blessing of dividing the land to God's people . He and
the High Priest were able to allocate to each tribe th e
portion of land which, put altogether, made up the
country that the LORD had promised Abraham . Joshua
had learned his lessons well, and followed his master ,
Moses . He had surely earned his degree through many
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years of hardship, hard work, and the exercise of grea t
faith .

In this lesson we recognize in Joshua a wonderful pic-
ture of Christ and his body, his church—the Messiah—in
the wilderness, or in the world . This is illustrated in man y
of his experiences :

First, Joshua had a prior view into the Promised Land .
He was one of those that went in and returned enthusias-
tically with a great report . He saw the magnificent cluster s
of grapes growing by the refreshing rivers . He saw th e
wonderful cattle and sheep . He must have been filled wit h
the Spirit of the LORD when he saw the wonderfu l
provisions God had made for his children . We, too, have
this same privilege . Not only do we rejoice and luxuriat e
in the generous provisions of his love and favor, his offer
of justification, and the invitation to be his children on th e
divine plane, but, as well, through the Word of God, and
through our study of the Scriptures, we can look to th e
blessings of the Millenial Age when all mankind will b e
restored, and our great God will receive the honor and
glory which he so richly deserves . We recognize by the
signs our Master gave us that we are living very close to
this wonderful period of py and blessing! And we have th e
privilege of knowing that as the time draws nearer, ou r
Heavenly Father will show us more and more about the
ages of glory to follow, and his design for the things to
come .

Even now we begin to see beyond the Millennial Age ,
into the eternal ages of glory! Of these ages to come al -
most nothing has been revealed to us, but because ou r
God is so glorious, we know his plans and purposes for
eternity will also be glorious .

Secondly, Joshua learned firsthand how to be pre -
pared for his profession by receiving lessons directly fro m
the LORD God . He had mountain top experiences which
he shared with Moses . In working with Moses as he deal t
with the people of God, he was taught humility by on e
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who has been called the meekest man in all the earth . We
believe that Moses was the most humble of all God's An-
cient Worthies . Joshua had the zeal and the exhileratin g
experience of running behind Moses, of following in hi s
footsteps, and of learning how to deal with God's people .
Surely this too reminds us of the blessed portion whic h
the church now enjoys .

As was mentioned in the beginning of this lesson ,
Jesus came into the world, not only to offer his life as a
ransom price, but to learn to be a sympathetic Hig h
Priest . In the experiences of Joshua we find that he, too ,
learned from the character and principles that he sa w
exemplified in Moses . As he learned more and more to
appreciate those qualities, he followed Moses' example in
his judgments of the people . As we , read in Exodus and
Leviticus, Joshua truly followed Moses' model faithfully ,
learning all the lessons that God intended to teach him .

Thirdly, Joshua was filled with the Spirit of wisdom b y
the laying on of the hands of Moses . Remember, God
said to Moses, "Give him some of thine honor ." Joshua
had the unspeakable blessing of having the hands o f
Moses laid on him that he might receive some of hi s
honor . We too brethren, have received this same bless-
ing . We too, receive this indwelling of the Holy Spirit . We
will have the Spirit grow in us, if we too are willing t o
follow in the footsteps of our Lord and Master . If we pray
for it, he will give each an increase of the Spirit, by send-
ing experiences to us, which, if rightly excercised by wil l
so invigorate us, and fill us more and more with that
wisdom which comes from above !

Fourth, and lastly, we would say that Joshua's aim s
were the same as ours are . Our hope is that we may lead
the children of God—the whole world of mankind—int o
their Promised Land—the kingdom for which we all pray ,
"Thy kingdom come . Thy will be done, in earth as it is in
heaven ." May it be soon!
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VOICES FROM THE PAST

Brother Robert Robinson, Englan d

Light and Truth

I
N THE FIRST chapter of the Gospel of John, verse 17, we
read : "The Law was given by Moses, but grace and trut h

came by Jesus Christ . No man has seen God at any time ,
the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father
he hath declared him ." And again in this same chapter ,
verse 4, John wrote: "In him was life ; and the life was the
light of men . And the light shineth in darkness : and the
darkness comprehended it not . "

With these words the apostle told us that the Law wa s
only a shadow of the true light that was to come. In his
Gospel, John recorded the life and words of that tru e
light . As stated in John 12 :46, for example, Jesus said, " 1
am come a light into the world ." But the Apostle John
himself showed that this record is far from complete .
(John 21 :25) And, more importantly still, the Lord had
clearly indicated that there were other deeper truth s
which he desired to impart to us . "I have yet many things
to say unto you but you cannot bear them yet ." (John
16 :12) At the same time, he indicated by what means thi s
further revelation would be imparted to us . "Howbei t
when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth, for he shall not speak of himself, but what-
soever he shall hear that shall he speak, and he will sho w
you things to come ."—John 16:1 3

We might ask, however, In what way will the Hol y
Spirit actually impart this information? We certainly do
not hear it by any audible or sensory means . For an
answer we look to the words of John in our first quotation
to note that this true light had been 'shadowed out' in th e
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writings of Moses—in the Law . This fact is abundantly
testified to by the words of our Lord to the scribes an d
Pharisees, "Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye
have eternal life, but they are they that testify of me, and
ye will not come to me that ye might have life . "

The above statements of our Lord, and of the Scrip-
ture confirm quite conclusively two important facts ; first-
ly, that our Lord is most certainly delineated for us in the
Old Testament, and when we search them out we ma y
find him there ; and secondly, that if we come to him h e
will, in accord with his own word "guide us into all truth "
through the Spirit . Since this is so it would seem mos t
appropriate that we turn, then, to Moses to learn more o f
our dear Lord, particularly in the light of the supportin g
teachings of the other apostles .—Eph . 4:21 ; 1 Pet .
1 :10,1 1

Our opening texts indicate that the Scriptures would
have much to teach us of our Lord as the true light which
will reveal to us the character of God, our Heavenl y
Father, and this would be very much in line with the
teaching of the Lord and the Apostles . (Joh n
12 :45;17:26) They would surely direct our minds to thi s
wonderful revelation : "This then is the message which w e
have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God i s
light, and in him is no darkness at all ."— I John 1 : 5

Let us look into the illustration of light in the Old Tes-
tament which will help us to understand why God used i t
to represent Jesus . First our minds rest on the thought o f
the Shekinah glory—that miraculous light which shon e
out from between the cherubims which graced the Ark of
the Covenant, or Mercy Seat, in the Tabernacle . Psalm
80:1, for instance, reads this way : "Thou that dwellet h
between the cherubims, shine forth." And again, we read
in Exodus 25:22, "I [God] will meet with thee, and I wil l
commune with thee from above the Mercy Seat, fro m
between the two cherubims ." Again we find informatio n

NOVEMBER 1991

	

49



recorded in I Samuel 4 :4 and II Samuel 6 :2 on this sub-
ject : "The LORD of hosts, which dwelleth between the
cherubims." So too, we read in Isaiah 37 :16 : "0 LORD of
hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between th e
cherubims."

It is at once obvious that the 'light' here is the light o f
the presence of God . However, it is just as clear that
there would be one who would be the agent of com-
munication between God and Israel—the High Priest —
with whom he would "commune from above the Mercy
Seat ." That the High Priest represented Christ is under -
stood by most students of the Bible . But what may be less
understood is that the ephod worn by the High Pries t
might give us a beautiful illustration of the work of Chris t
in bringing to us the mind of our Creator and Heavenly
Father . Primarily the use of the Urim and Thummim con-
tained in the ephod is what we wish to consider, but a
description of the ephod and the breastplate of judgmen t
might also be of interest, and shed light on our subject .

As recorded in Exodus 28 :1-8, God instructed Moses
how to make the vestments for the High Priest . The firs t
thing he told him to make was the ephod . Now the ephod
is a short garment which covers the priest down to the
waist as a tunic without sleeves . It was a magnificent gar-
ment being interwoven with all the beautiful color s
prescribed in all the Tabernacle work . The ephod was pu t
over the head and worn across the chest and across th e
back, and it was held around the middle by what is de -
scribed as the 'curious girdle ' , made of gold .

Exodus 28 :9-29 deals with those things that relate to
the ephod. First of all, there were two onyx stones whic h
were each engraved with the names of six of the tribes o f
Israel, and these were set in gold ouches or clips, and
were placed on the shoulders of the ephod . They were
suspended by two chains of pure gold of 'wreathen work '
and attached to the breastplate . In verse 15 we read ,
"Thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cun -
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ping work ; after the work of the ephod thou shalt make
it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and o f
fine twined linen, shalt thou make it ." This breastplate o f
judgment, or pouch, as in fact it was, was then orna-
mented with four rows of precious stones upon whic h
were engraved the names of the twelve tribes . This wa s
then even more securely attached with a lace or cord o f
blue. The purpose of which was beautifully described i n
verse 29: "Aaron shall bear the names of the children o f
Israel in the breastplate of judgement upon his heart ,
when he goeth into the Holy Place, for a memorial befor e
the LORD continually ." Into the breastplate of judgmen t
were then placed the Urim and Thummim, "and the y
shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the
LORD, and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the childre n
of Israel before the LORD continually ."—vs . 30

What an excellent lesson we now have for spiritual Is-
rael! We see our dear Lord Jesus pictured as a great Hig h
Priest (Heb . 8 :1 ; 10:21) going continually before ou r
Heavenly Father, bearing our names before God upon
his heart . And, yet more wonderfully, our judgment ha s
been laid upon his great and loving heart! How differentl y
we would view our judgment if it were not so arranged b y
a wise and loving God : "He is able also to save them to
the uttermost that come to God by him [grace upo n
grace: we are brought to God upon the heart of Christ ]
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for us ."—Heb.
7 :25

In this 'shadow' of the better things to come (Col .
2 :17), we see a special work of our dear Lord in the Uri m
and Thummim . Therefore it would be good to look mor e
closely at this particular ordinance, "stirring up our pure
minds by way of remembrance that we may be mindful o f
the words which were spoken before of the holy proph-
ets" (II Pet . 3:2), and endeavoring to walk more closel y
to the Word of the LORD .
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The word Urim has the meaning 'light ' and Thummi m
means 'truth' . Both words, being in the plural form, ar e
thus emphatic, and give the sense of light in its greates t
brilliance, and truth in its most complete form . Again, in
this we see foreshadowed the perfection of our Lord, an d
can thus realize how wonderful a counselor and advocat e
we have, as he goes in and out of the Most Holy seekin g
the advice and approval of God, as did Aaron . In thi s
way he can reveal to us the mind of our Heavenly Father
and his will for us .—Matt . 11 :25-27; Phil . 3:15

There are many instances where Israel, individually o r
collectively, came before the LORD to have his decisio n
on some problem or other . We must do so also . Perhaps
the best illustration of how completely and marvelousl y
the Word of Scripture along this line is fulfilled for us by
our Lord is found in Proverbs 16:33 : "The lot is cast int o
the lap but the whole disposing of it is in the hand of the
LORD." The translation here is not the best ; for the word
'lap' we should read 'bosom', which at once clarifies this
text . We here see again the High Priest with th e
breastplate upon his heart making known the mind o f
God through the Urim and Thummim, because they wer e
the instruments, in some undisclosed way, of indicating a
'yes' or 'no' indication from Jehovah . But this expressio n
carries with it a further lesson for spiritual Israel, which is
the relationship of close and intimate contact between th e
parties involved . The scriptural expression, "face to face "
(Gen. 32 :30), comes at once to mind . But here some-
thing even much closer is implied, and the beautiful words
of our Lord now come to our minds and hearts, "No man
has seen God at any time, the only begotten Son which i s
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him ." —
John 1 :18

With this thought comes a further revelation—that the
deeper insight into the mind of the Heavenly Father ca n
only come to us through the intimate communion of th e
Son with the Father, and then our communion with th e
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Son . (I Cor . 2 :16) This aspect of revelation through the
Urim and Thummim continues to be brought to our atten-
tion in the Gospel of John . Here we read : "Verily, verily ,
I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I sendeth
receiveth me, and he who receiveth me receiveth hi m
who sent me ." (John 13 :20) The Spirit of truth tha t
dwells with, and within us, will teach us all things . Surely
the work pictured for us by the Urim and Thummim is
shown here, and because that is so, it is elegantly de -
scribed to us in the very next incident that followed thes e
words . The record in John continues, "When Jesus ha d
thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and
said, verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shal l
betray me. Then the disciples looked one on another ,
doubting of whom he spoke . Now there was leaning o n
Jesus' bosom one of his disciples whom Jesus loved .
Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he shoul d
ask who it should be of whom he spoke . "

Peter had realized that there was only one person i n
that room to whom the Lord could discreetly make the
revelation, and that was John . In a voice only audible t o
his Lord, "he then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him ,
Lord, who is it?" (vss . 21-25) Then by word and sign, t o
him alone who rested on his bosom, the betrayer wa s
revealed .

May the LORD grant that we, too, may ever gro w
closer to our Lord Jesus and our Heavenly Father i n
love, so much so that he may, by this divinely appointe d
way, remove from us every secret fault, that thu s
cleansed and resting on his bosom, we may be made on e
in holiness, as he is with his Father .—John 17 :23

	

q

NTER INTO HIS gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise : be thankful unto
him, and bless his name . For the LORD is
good; his mercy is everlasting . —Psalm 100:4,5
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YOUNG ADULTS' BIBLE STUDIES

THE GOLDEN THREAD SERIES—Part 2 1

Gideon's
Army

V
ERY FEW SHININ G

examples of faith
were on the scene, and
therefore not man y
spectacular miracles to
reward faith occurred
during the long, drear y
period of 450 year s
after the death o f
Joshua . There was no
central government in
Israel: "In those days
there was no king in Is -
rael, but every man di d
that which was right i n
his own eyes ." —
Judges 17 :6; 21 :25
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Evidently, in some cases, the people were quite in har-
mony with the laws of righteousness . But more often ,
their decisions led them away from God's laws, and int o
the heathen practice of idol worship—worship of Baal ,
Baal-Berich, Baalim, and other false gods . (Judges 1 :11 ;
8:33) Because his people turned their backs on him, the
true God, Jeohvah, allowed their enemies, th e
Canaanites, to rule over them and to terrorize them . I f
Israel had obeyed the command of God to drive out the
residents of Canaan from the Promised Land, along wit h
their worship of false gods, this long, bleak period of sub -
jection to heathen nations could have been avoided .

At the time this story begins, Israel had been under th e
control of the land of Midian for seven years . These were
a fierce, wealthy, nomadic, desert people, from the sout h
and east of Israel . (Judges 8 :26) They would swoop dow n
without warning upon Israel's villages, and trample thei r
grain fields with their swarms of cattle and camels unti l
there was little to eat in the land . (Judges 6 :5,6) The
people were terrified and hungry, and began to cry t o
Jehovah for help .

When Israel turned to Jehovah, the true God, fo r
help, he patiently heard their cries and sent them proph-
ets to deliver them from the appalling hordes . At this
time, the LORD sent them Gideon, a mighty man o f
valor, to deliver them from the Midianites .—Judge s
6 :7,8,11,1 2

An angel came from God to Gideon, calling him t o
serve as a prophet, and as general of Israel's army . The
angel said, "Go, and save Israel from the hands of th e
Midianites . And the LORD said unto him, Surely I will be
with thee and thou shalt smite the Midianites as if the y
were one man ." Gideon was amazed that he had been
chosen for this important position . He had a humbl e
spirit, which is one of the special qualities necessary i n
order to be used for outstanding service to the LORD . He
said, "Oh my LORD, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold
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my family is poor, and I am the least in my fathers ' s
house ." But to show his appreciation for this messenge r
from God, Gideon prepared a meal for the angel . Even
now he did not realize that he had actually been speaking
to an angel of the LORD! He cooked some meat, mad e
unleavened cakes, and also prepared some broth . When
Gideon presented the food to the angel, he made a
strange request of Gideon : "Take the flesh and the un-
leavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pou r
out the broth ." And he did so . Then the angel of the
LORD put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand ,
and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes ; an d
there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the fles h
and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the LOR D
departed out of his sight!—Judges 6 :20,21

Since the angel had appeared to Gideon as a huma n
being, it was only through the miraculous fire shootin g
out from the rock, burning up the meal, and then th e
sudden disappearance of his guest, that made Gideo n
aware he had really been visited by an angel!—Judge s
6 :22

Gideon was a young man of action, and once he wa s
assured he was God's choice, he began with great energy
the task of freeing the Israelites from the control of the
Midianites . As a first step, Baal worship must be
destroyed in the land . This was a severe test upo n
Gideon, for his own father, Joash, had established a
grove of trees where this heathen worship took place .
The same night the angel spoke to Gideon, he took ten o f
his servants to his father's grove . There they cut down the
trees, broke apart the altar to Baal, built an altar to Jeho-
vah, slew a bullock, and presented it as a burnt offerin g
to God—using the wood from the heathen grove as fue l
for the fire!—Judges 6 :25-27

The men of the city were all Baal worshipers, and i n
the morning, when they learned of Gideon's acts, thei r
reaction was violent . " Bring out thy son, that he ma y
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die," they demanded of Joash, "because he hath cas t
down the altar of Baal, and because he bath cut down the
grove that was by it ." (Judges 6 :30) Although Joash had
built this altar himself, and had planted the grove whic h
his son destroyed, he refused to give the men his son . He
reasoned that if Baal were a real and powerful god, h e
could have protected his own grove, and his own altar !
His confidence in the God of Israel was growing stronger .
He gave his son another name, Jerubbaal, which means ,
"Let Baal plead," and he told the men, "If Baal be a god ,
let him plead for himself! "

When Baal 's grove and altar had been demolished ,
and Baal had not taken vengeance against Gideon for thi s
act, many in Israel began to trust in Jehovah once again ,
and to look to Gideon for leadership . Soon, trouble with
the Midianites and Amalekites was really beginning t o
brew. 135,000 soldiers had gathered in the northern par t
of the territory of Manasseh, which is where Gideo n
lived . They camped with their tents and animals in th e
valley of Jezreel . They lay along in the valley like gras-
shoppers for multitude, and their camels were withou t
number, as the sand of the sea for multitude!—Judge s
8 :10; 7 :1 2

Quickly, Gideon sent messages throughout the area o f
Manasseh, and north to several of the tribes such as Dan ,
Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, calling for brave men to
come and meet the enemy. Events were moving rapidly .
Gideon found himself surrounded with an army of 32,00 0
men, ready to follow his leadership in an offensive attac k
against Israel's heathen enemies . Gideon needed reas-
surance that God truly wanted him to be the general o f
that large army . He wanted a sign that the LORD was
with him .

'Putting' out the fleece', is an expression we use today ,
indicating that we wish to determine what Go d ' s will is fo r
us . The expression comes from the test Gideon used t o
determine Jehovah 's will for him . Gideon said to God, " I f
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thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said ,
behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor ; and if the
dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the eart h
beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by
mine hand, as thou hast said ." (Judges 6 :36-40) The
LORD was patient with Gideon, and answered his re -
quest . The next morning, when he examined the fleece, i t
was indeed thoroughly soaked . In fact, a bowl full of
water was squeezed out of the wool, while the groun d
around it had remained perfectly dry . This should hav e
been very convincing proof, but still Gideon was not com-
pletely sure .

So he reversed the conditions, asking God, on th e
second test, to let the fleece remain dry, and let the de w
fall on the ground. Again, the LORD honored Gideon' s
appeal, for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was
dew on all the ground! Now Gideon was certain that i t
was not simply by chance that the fleece was wet or dry ,
but by the hand of God . Now he was ready to comman d
the LORD's army .

However, Jehovah had another lesson of faith fo r
Gideon to learn : he must not depend upon the strengt h
of Israel's large army which was ready and willing to fight .
God told him it was too large! If the victory over th e
Midianites was won by an army of 32,000 men, the y
might claim the triumph was due to their might, or their
skillfulness as soldiers, rather than due to the LORD's

overruling . So there began a process of reducing the size
of the army, until there were only 300 men left to follow
Gideon into the battle against 135,000 Canaanites! Go d
said, "It shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shal l
go with thee, the same shall go with thee ; and of whom-
soever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, th e
same shall not go ."—Judges 7 :2-7

Gideon's army was hand-picked by Jehovah, so tha t
none of the three hundred were afraid to go into battle ,
and none were preoccupied with other thoughts . They
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were a fully dedicated group . And clearly, if three
hundred men overcame 135,000 fierce warriors, it was
because God gave them the victory !

Looking down from the hilltops upon that huge an d
threatening armed force lying encamped in the valley o f
Jezreel below, Gideon was glad to know that the all -
powerful Jehovah was with him . The LORD knew that
Gideon was showing great faith in him, so he spoke t o
Gideon again, and told him to silently creep into the camp
of the Midianites and, "thou shalt hear what they say . "
What Gideon overheard in the enemy camp as he la y
hidden listening to the men talk, gave him great courage
and firm confidence of victory . One man had a dream
that a loaf of bread tumbled into their camp, hitting a ten t
and knocking it down . His companion who heard of his
dream told him, "This is nothing else save the sword o f
Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of Israel : for into his
hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host . "
(Judges 7 :13,14) Gideon was so encouraged that whe n
he arrived safely back among his soldiers, he told them ,
"Arise : for the LORD hath delivered into your hand th e
host of Midian! "

Gideon's three hundred soldiers had been given n o
weapons or armor . Instead each received a trumpet, a
burning torch, and an empty pitcher, in which they wer e
to hide their torches . Can you imagine an army going int o
battle with such strange equipment? After furnishing hi s
men with these articles, Gideon separated his troops int o
three groups spacing them well apart all along the ridge s
of the hills surrounding the enemy camp in the valley
below . Then Gideon took his place among one of the little
companies .

Their instructions were to do as he did . When Gideon
blew his trumpet, they were to blow theirs . At the same
moment each man was to break his pitcher suddenly ,
revealing his flaming torch . Then they were to shout, "the
sword of the LORD and of Gideon!" The Midianite wh o
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interpreted his friend's dream had said, "this is the swor d
of Gideon . " The story of the dream and its interpretatio n
must have spread throughout the camp ; when they hear d
the shout of the three hundred echoing down th e
hillsides, they surely thought the dream was coming true ,
and fear must have filled their hearts !

Yes, fear and panic spread swiftly throughout th e
camp . The LORD set every man 's sword against his fel-
low, and in the confusion of darkness and desperation o f
the night attack, the Midianites killed each other . As the
disorder and turmoil increased, the enemy fled, an d
Gideon's victory was complete . Jehovah's victory wa s
complete !

QUESTIONS
1. For 450 years, how was Israel governed? Was this a

good arrangement for Israel? Did the people obe y
God's laws? What happened when they did not?

2. At the time of this story, who was Israel's enemy ?
3. When the people cried for help, who did God send ?
4. How did Gideon learn that God chose him to save

Israel? Was he eager to be Israel's leader ?
5. What was the first thing Gideon did ?
6. Did this mark him as a leader who the young men o f

Israel would follow ?
7. What does, 'putting out the fleece', mean?
8. From the thousands that came to serve in Gideon' s

army and follow him into battle, how many did h e
actually use?

9. Why did God want such a small group of men t o
fight such a huge enemy army ?

10. What were the articles Gideon gave the 300 men o f
his army, and how did they use them ?

11. What lessons can we learn from this story ?
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TALKING THINGS OVER

"I Wish I Knew What To Do! "
HOW often we hear this statement made by those who are zealous
for making known the glad tidings of the kingdom . May we suggest
that one thing practically all can do is send one or more "Dawn" gif t
subscriptions to their friends . Just think, one gift subscription means
that The Dawn enters the home twelve times during the year as you r
messenger of truth . Isn't this something worthwhile doing? Each
subscription is only one dollar, and you can have six entered for five
dollars . And it is simple to do when you use the coupon below .

Dawn Bible Students Associatio n
East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073

Dear Friends : I appreciate the privilege of proclaiming th e
truth through the pages of The Dawn magazine . Please enter
the following subscriptions to begin with the January issue :

Nam

e Address 	 _--

City/State/Zip

q New Sub mription

	

q Renewal

------------------

Name

Address

City/State/Zip	

q New Subscription

	

q Renewal
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Name

Address

City/State/Zip
q New Subscription q Renewal
- ------------ ---

Name

Address

City/State/Zip
q New Subscription q Renewa l

- -----------------

Name

Address
City/State/Zip
q New Subscription q Renewal

- -----------------

Name

Address

City/State/Zip
q New Subscription q Renewa l
- -----------------

I am enclosing	 dollars for the above subscriptions .

Signed :
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OBITUARIES

The following brethren have recently finished their Christian course . We
wish to express our sincere sympathy to the families and friends in the loss of
these dear ones . We appreciate information concerning any brethren to be
included in this list .

Sister Alice Suchy, Racine, WI—June 3. Age, 75 .
Sister Mary Litwin, Portland, OR—August 3 . Age, 76 .
Sister Vivien Hawk, Allentown, PA—August 23 . Age, 67 .
Sister Jean S . Miller, Buffalo, NY —August 29 .

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t
M . Balko

	

Q.M . Jeuck
Detroit, MI

	

November 24

	

Middletown, NY

	

November 3

J . Grigalunas
New Haven, CT

	

November 3

R. Gorecki
San Diego, CA

	

Nov. 28-Dec . 1

J . Hausman n
San Diego, CA

	

Nov . 28-Dec. 1

LB. Post
Jersey City, NJ November 23,24

1991 General Convention Audiotapes
and Videotapes Are Now Availabl e

Y
OU CAN ORDER either audio- or video-tapes from the

General Convention held last summer at Holland, MI .
Write for a listing of talks available .

For information regarding audio tapes write to :
Dawn Recorded Lecture Service

199 Railroad Avenue
East Rutherford, NJ 07073

For information regarding video tapes write to :
Dawn Video Cassette Service

P.U. Box 4355
North Hollywood, CA 9161 7

Tapes are available for purchase or on loan . Audio tapes cost
$3 .00 each ; videotapes cost $6 .00 each .

NOVEMBER 1991
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CONVENTIONS

Conventions are listed at the request of the classes who sponsor them .
Please send your listing IN WRITING, at least three months before the date of
the convention . If received in time, your convention will be listed for thos e
three months .
JERSEY CITY PRE-THANKS-
GIVING CONVENTION, Novem-
ber 23,24—Masonic Temple, 191 2
Morris Avenue, Union, NJ . For infor -
mation contact : Mrs . Charlotte Tek-
linski, 84 Arthur Street, Ridgefield
Park, NJ 07660
Phone : (201) 440-0925

DETROIT, M1, November 24—
Redford YWCA, 25940 Gran d
River, Redford Township, MI . For
information . contact the class

secretary : Frank Nemesh, 2183 Bab-
cock Dr ., Troy, MI 48084
Phone : (313) 649-6588

PHOENIX CONVENTION ,
December 27,28,29,30—Holida y
Inn, 1600 S . Country Club Dr . ,
Mesa, AZ Phone : (602) 964-7000 .
Address requests for reservations or
information to : Mrs . Claudine White ,
12310 Aurora Dr ., Sun City West ,
AZ 8537 5
Phone : (602) 584-6654

If I could only surely know
That all the things that tire me so

Were noticed by my Lord
The pang that cuts me like a knife,

The noise, the weariness, the strife ,
And all the nameless ills of life

What peace it would affords
Dear Lord, my heart shall no more doubt

That Thou dost compass me about
With sympathy divine .

The Love for me once crucifie d
Is not the love to leave my side ,

But waiteth ever to divide
Each smallest care of mine !

~--

	

Ilkial CAUSE FOR THANKSGIVING
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