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HE "day" of the Lord is
a period of time in which
the Lord intervenes in th e

affairs of men to re-establish
the sovereignty of his will
throughout the earth. When our
first parents disobeyed God's law
he drove them out of the garden
home prepared for their enjoymen t
and life and cast them off from
his favor . As the human race in -
creased in number the increasing
selfishness of the people led them
further and further from God ; and
as Paul explains, the Creator "gav e
them up to uncleanness through
the lusts of their own hearts. "
(Rom. 1:21-32) Thus throughout
the thousands of years of human
experience God has interfered bu t
little with the race, and then only
when it was necessary in order
that the preparatory features of
his plan of salvation might go for -
ward without interruption.

God has permitted evil to reign
so that the human race might learn
by actual experience the terrible
results of disobedience to divine
law. The Lord explains this, say-
ing, "I have long time holden my
peace; I have been still, and re-
frained myself ." But he continues,
"Now will I cry like a travailing
woman; I will destroy and devour
at once ." (Isa. 42:14) It is the
period following the time when the

Lord has "refrained" himself that
Paul designates in our text as th e
"day of the Lord"—the day when
the Lord takes action against a
sinful world, the result of which,
according to Paul, is "sudden de-
struction"; and according to God' s
own statement through the Proph-
et Isaiah, a time when he will "de-
stroy and devour at once . "

Ordinarily we consider the work s
of the Lord as being those of good
will and peace. If we think of him
at all in connection with trouble
we are prone to ask, Why does Go d
allow experiences of this kind?
For this reason it might at firs t
seem strange that the "day of the
Lord" should be one of destruc-
tion, and that the Lord himself
should be a destroyer, yet this is
the way the matter Is presented to
us in the Scriptures.

However, the reason for this i s
not difficult to discover. Divine
intervention in human affairs is t o
put down rebellion against the
Creator's will and to destroy all
the works of selfishness. This will
be done through the thousand-year
reign of Christ, and we are as-
sured by the Apostle Paul that
Christ must reign until he has put
all enemies under his feet, with
death as the last enemy to be de-
stroyed.-1 Corinthians 15 :25, 26
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THE DAY OF THE LORD

The Kingdom Period
The "day of the Lord" is the

period during which the long-
promised kingdom of Christ will
manifest itself among men and ul-
timately dominate in human affairs .
For this reason the prophecies as-
sociate the second coming of Chris t
with this "day," for it is the time
during which Jesus, as "King o f
kings and Lord of lords" will be -
come the undisputed Ruler o f
earth, his return and second pres-
ence among men being for thi s
purpose .

As this "day" of the Lord is in
reality a thousand years long, th e
prophecies outlining the divine
purposes appertaining thereto vary
widely in the things they portray ,
yet they are all harmonious whe n
studied in their proper sequenc e
and relationship to one another .
As we have seen, the ultimate ob-
jective of the day of the Lord is
the destruction of death, which wil l
of course mean the end of sickness
and pain, and the wiping away of
tears from off all faces . This goa l
of accomplishment will not be at-
tained until near the close of. the
day of the Lord; so it is not con,
tradictory to this thought to find
prophecies relating to the begin-
ning of the day of the Lord de -

scriptive of world-wide destruction
and death, that the "slain of the
Lord" will in that day be from one
end of earth to the other ; and that
"all the tribes of the earth shal l
mourn because of him ."—Jer . 25 :
33 ; Matt . 24 :30 ; Rev. 1 : 7

Another group of prophecies
portray the day of the Lord as a
time of general enlightenment con-
cerning God and his will for the
people, as well as the, joy and
blessings which will result from
the doing of his will. The "sun
of righteousness" shall arise "with
healing in his wings," declare s
Malachi . (Mal. 4 :2) The :`books"
of divine revelation shall be opened ,
the Revelator assures us . (Rev .
20 :12) "The earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord, as the
waters ' cover the sea," the proph-
ets Isaiah and Habakkuk write .—
Isa.11:9 ; Hab . 2 :14

Yes, ultimately the "day of the
Lord" will be a bright day indeed ,
bright with the knowledge of God ;
and with blessings of joy and
health and life. But not at the
start, for concerning the begin-
ning of that period we read that i t
is "a day of darkness and of
gloominess, a day of clouds and of
thick darkness, as the morning
spread upon the mountains ." (Joel

"But of the time's and the seasons, brethren, ye have need that I
write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of

the Lord so cometh as a thief in die night For when th
shalt say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction

cometh u ; n them, travail upon a woman with
child; a they shall not escape .""

I TrizaaaLommita 5 :1-3
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THE DAWN

2 :2) The early dawn of the day
of the Lord is a day of darknes s
and gloominess because it is a day
of trouble upon all nations, a time
when, according to our text, "sud-
den destruction cometh upon them ,
as travail upon a woman with
child . "

Partly Light and Partly Dark
While the day of the Lord is a

time when he is "King over all the
earth," the prophet describes it a s
a period when "the light shall not
be clear, nor dark ." However, of
that same day the prophet ex-
plains that "at evening time it shall
be light . " (Zech. 14:6-8) Here
we have the day of the Lord de-
scribed as one which becomes pro-
gressively light until its close, at
which time it is fully light, th e
blessings of the kingdom having
permeated to the remotest corner s
of the earth, enlightening the mind s
and hearts of all people and giving
them an opportunity to enjoy the
blessings of health and life pro-
vided for them through the re-
demptive work of Christ, and
reaching them through his king-
dom reign.

It is only as we recognize th e
day of the Lord as being a long
period of time during which sin ,
selfishness, and death are destroye d
that we can find harmony in the
prophecies relating to the second
coming of Christ and its purpose .
At the beginning of that day prac-
tically all mankind and the insti-
tutions of men are out of harmony
with God. It is not God's plan to re-
form institutions and governments.
Jesus illustrated this by his parable
concerning - the unwisdom of put -

ting new wine in old wineskins .
(Matt . 9:16, 17) For this reaso n
the kingdoms of this world are set
aside to make room for earth's ne w
Ruler . The Revelator explains it
saying, "The kingdoms of thi s
world are become the kingdoms of
our Lord, and of his Christ."—
Rev. 11 :1 5

The prophetic picture is thus
seen to be that of a new Ruler—
the "King of kings," the "Princ e
of Peace"---taking over the ruler -
ship of the nations, and the Revela-
tor declares that in connection with
this enforced transfer of sovereign-
ty the nations are angry, and that
also . it is the time when God' s
"wrath is come." . (Rev. 11:18)
And it is important to note in this
connection that God's wrath is as-
sociated with the angry conditio n
of the nations, for both these view -
points are set forth in many of the
prophecies pertaining to the de-
struction which comes upon a
world order in the beginning of
the day of the Lord .

A Day of Vengeanc e
The early morning hours of th e

"day" of the Lord—the prophetic
hours of darkness and gloominess
—are depicted as a "day of venge-
ance" upon the nations . (Isa. 34 :2 ,
8 ; 13:4-13) "Wait ye upon me,
saith the Lord, until the day tha t
I rise up to the prey : for my de-
termination is to gather the na-
tions, that I may assemble the
kingdoms, to pour upon them mine
indignation, even all my fierce an-
ger: for the whole earth shall be
devoured with the fire of my jeal-
ousy ." (Zeph. 3 :8) In this colorful
description of . destruction upon a

4



THE DAY OF THE LORD

world order the Lord makes it
clear that he takes the respsonsi-
bility for it, that he gathers th e
nations and pours upon them th e
devouring fires of trouble .

This is in keeping with the
prophecy of Revelation 16 :13-16 .
Here we are told of the thief-like
return and presence of Christ in
association with a gathering of the
nations "to the battle of that great
day of God Almighty," the gather-
ing to be "into a place called in
the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon."
The term Armageddon signifie s
"height of Megiddo," which his-
torically, was a "mount of destruc-
tion," so the general intent of this
prophecy is to show that the na-
tions are gathered for destruction .

We have seen from the prophec y
of Zephaniah that the Lord gather s
the nations, but the prophecy of
Revelation 16:13-16 speaks of thre e
"unclean spirits like frogs," "spir-
its of devils, working miracles ,
which go forth, unto the kings o f
the earth and of the whole world,
to gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty." This
does not contradict the thought
that the Lord does the gathering
of the nations, but merely explains
that he overrules their selfish de-
sires and efforts to accomplish his
purpose. Thus, as the prophet ex-
plains, does God make the wrath
of man to praise him .Psalm 76:10

The nations are gathered unto
the "battle of the great day of
God Almighty," and "into a place
called in the Hebrew tongue ,
Armageddon." This par t particula r
"place" was a famous battleground
during that period when God was
dealing with his ancient people Is -

rael, and the prophetic allusion to
it in connection with the "battl e
of the great day of God Almighty"
is for the purpose of illustrating
certain principles in connection
with that final struggle of the na-
tions .

Armageddon is not the only
battlefield of history to which i s
attached a certain symbolic mean-
ing. The mere mention of Waterloo,
for example, conjures up in our
minds the thought of defeat ; Pearl
Harbor, of a sneak attack. Arma-
geddon, therefore, is a term strong-
ly implying destruction. Besides ,
God took a definite hand in Israel' s
battles which were fought at
Armageddon . The general picture
is of a struggle in which God take s
a part to assure victory 'for the
right, . and the destruction of al l
that opposes right.

The Armageddon symbol of de-
struction is only one of the many
employed in the Scriptures to il-
lustrate the day of God's wrath
upon the nations. In our text (1
Thess. 5 :1-3) Paul speaks of the
"sudden destruction" which comes
upon the nations in this day of the
Lord, and says that it would come
as "travail upon a woman with
child ." "Travail" is not a symbol
of destruction. The apostle is
merely using it to illustrate th e
manner in which the destructio n
of the day of the Lord would com e
upon the nations; and the mean-
ing of the illustration is clear ;
namely, that the trouble comes in
spasms, with periods of easement
between.

Israel participated in many bat-
tles in the place called Armaged-
don. In most of these God gave
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them the victory . But which one in the case of the Midianites . This
of these particular battles does the is clearly shown in Isaiah 42 :13,
Lord allude to as being especially which reads, "The Lord shall g o
illustrative of the "battle of the forth as a mighty man, he shall
great day of God Almighty"? In- stir up jealousy like a man of war ;
asmuch, as the term Armageddon he shall cry, yea, roar ; he shall
indicates destruction, and the prevail against his enemies . " Note
Scriptures explain that the de- the expression, "He shall stir u p
struction of the day of the Lord jealousy . " It is in this way tha t
would come in spasms, we think the Lord prevails against his ene-
it is reasonable to believe that the mies, so far as this prophecy i s
Lord would have us draw a lesson concerned .
from more than one of those typi-

	

But evidently this is not true o f
cal battles of Armageddon .

	

all the phases of destructive trou -
While God fought for Israel in ble incident to this day of the Lord .

many of those ancient battles, he did In Ezekiel' 38 :22, 23, is described
not always do it in the same way . what apparently is the final spasm
One of those Armageddon strug- of the trouble, a struggle that
gles was on the occasion when seemingly is, concentrated agains t
Gideon and his three hundred de- the fleshly . house of Israel in con-
feated the Midianites. In this nection with their re-establishment
case, through the strategy given to in their home land of Palestine.
Gideon by the Lord, the Midianites And here we read a description o f
were turned. one against another, .what might well turn out to be a

. thus . destroying themselves. On miraculous demonstration of di-
other occasions . then e were miracu- "Vine power- against the enemies o f
lous demonstrations of God's in- Israel, a demonstration the mean-
tervention.

	

ing of which is so obvious that the
But whether it was by causing eyes of many nations will be open-

confusion among Israel's enemies ed to recognize the glory of th e
or by other means, God took part Lord .
in those struggles and assured vic- The first military spasm of trou-
tory for his people when it was his ble came upon the nations in 1914 .
will . So it is in each spasm of the There was a world-wide economi c
great "time of trouble" by which "seizure" in 1929, followed by an -
this "present evil world" is de- other military convulsion in 1939 .
stroyed. (Gal. 1 :4) All of them It doesn't seem possible that the
are manifestations of God's wrath present period of partial easemen t
against the nations, although his from world distress will last near -
strategy in bringing about their ly as long as the previous one .
destruction varies as the spasms But nothing that has occurred thus
become more severe and the pe- far has caused the nations to real-
riods of easement between them, ize that God is in any way inter -
shorter.

	

fering in their affairs . To date,
In the opening paroxysm of in fact, the general tendency ha s

trouble God turns the forces of been for the trouble to drive the
evil against one another, as he did masses of the people further away

6
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from God. They do not yet dis-
cern the meaning of what is oc-
curring. The day of the Lord has
come as a thief in the night.

But in I Thessalonians 5 :4 the
apostle explains that the day o f
the Lord and its destruction woul d
not come upon the brethren as a
"thief in the night." This is be-
cause we have the "sure word o f
prophecy" to guide us in under -
standing the prophetic significance
of what is taking place. (2 Pet.
1 :19) That which is thief-like an d
unknown to the world is discerned
by the "watchers. " They see in
the "crumbling thrones of earth "
a sure token that the "day of th e
Lord" has come, that Christ has
taken unto himself his power to
reign, and that soon the life-giv-
ing blessing of his kingdom will
become available to the sin-cursed
and dying race.

"In the Which"
The Apostle Peter writes con-

cerning the "day of the Lord" i n
language very similar to that em -
ployed by Paul in our text. (1
Thess . 5 :1-3) He also says that i t
was to come as a "thief in th e
night, " and then adds, "in the which
the heavens shall pass away wit h
a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the works that ar e
therein shall be burned up." (2
Peter 3 :10) It is , well to note in
reading this prophecy that the
apostle places the destruction of
the "heavens" and "earth" and th e
melting of the "elements" within
the day of the Lord, not previous
thereto .

To appreciate the weight of the

apostle's argument it is essential
to refer back to verses 3 and 4 of
the chapter, in which he proph-
esies that in the "last days" some
would raise the question, "Where
is the promise of his coming? for
since . the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation ." The
words "coming" and "promise" are
not the best translations of the
original Greek words used by the
apostle in this prophecy . The cor-
rect words are "presence" and
"evidence," or "assurance. "

No one questions the fact that
the Scriptures promise the second
coming of the Lord. Jesus him-
self said, If I go . . . . I will come
again ." (John 14:3) But inasmuc h
as his return was to be as a "thief
in the night, " unknown to all ex-
cept his faithful "watchers," Peter,
by prophetic vision, foresaw that ,
even after Jesus returned and the
"day of the Lord" had actuall y
dawned, some would doubt the
fact of his presence and would ask
for the proof—the assurance tha t
he had come, in view of the fac t
that "since the fathers fell asleep "
all things continued as they have
been since the time of creation .

This language of the apostle i s
found to be pregnant with mean-
ing when examined critically . Note
the expression, "Since the father s
fell asleep ." The "fathers " of Is-
rael were the ones to whom Go d
had spoken through his prophet s
and to whom the many promises
of the Messiah and his kingdom
had been made. It was Peter him-
self who explained that what Go d
had promised by the mouth of his
holy prophets was "times of resti-

7
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tution of all things." And he also
explained that the fulfilment o f
these promises would follow the
second coming of Christ .—Acts 3 :
19-21

It seems clear then, as Peter ex -
plains it, that the difficulty som e
have in disocriitng the true mean-
ing of present world events is that
they have concluded that the day
of the Lord has not come becaus e
there is no evidence of restitution
blessings. How could this be th e
day of the Lord, the day of hi s
presence, when there is so much
trouble in the world? Where i s
there any evidence that the Lord
is interested in the people? It i s
this very question that is bein g
asked by some today, even by
some who claim to be students of
the prophecies .:

Peter 's answer to this objectio n
is most revealing . He says that
they are willingly ignorant of a
very important factor, in this mat-
ter, and then uses an illustration
of it; namely, the ending of the
world of Noah ' s day by the coming
of the flood . In using this illustra-
tion the apostle is following the
same line of argument employed
by the Master when the disciple s
asked him what would be the sign
of his presence and of the end of
the age. Jesus explained, "As it
was in the days of Noah, so shal l
it be also in the days of the Son of
man."—2 Pet . 3 :5, 6 ; Luke 17 :2 1

This illustration shows that the
opening years of the "day" of th e
Lord were not to be peaceful, but
calamitous. The "days of Noah"
embraced the years before th e
flood "while the ark was a prepar-
ing," and also the remaining years

of his life after the flood . (1 Pet.
3:20) He lived through a transi-
tion period from one world to an-
other; the old world, the "world
that then was," being brought to a
full end by the flood.—2 Pet . 3 : 6

After employing this illustratio n
of the "day of the Lord," Peter
continues, "But the heavens an d
earth, which are now, by the sam e
word are kept in store, reserved
unto fire against the day of judg-
ment and perdition of ungodly
men . " (2 Pet . 3 :7) In other words ,
just as the world before the floo d
came to an end in the days of
Noah and as a result of the flood ,
so the present world, according to
the Word of God, comes to an en d
in the "day of the Lord," and a s
a result of a great time of trouble
symbolized by "fire . "

It is the climaX of this argument
that the apostle presents in the
10th verse where he writes, "But
the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night ; in the which
the heavens shall pass away with
a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat ." In
the 13th verse the apostle adds ,
"Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens an d
a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness ." Thus Peter ex-
plains that what some insist upon
seeing before they will believe that
we are in the day of the Lord, will
surely come, but not until after
the destruction of the present evil
world, as illustrated by the floo d
which destroyed the "world that
then was . "

So the apostle confirms, even a s
other prophecies reveal, that the
sequence of events in the day o f

8
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the Lord is, first, spasms of de-
structive trouble destroying a
world order, followed by the es-
tablishment of a new world—the
world to come "wherein dwelleth
righteousness ." (2 Pet. 3:13) Yes,
the early morning hours of th e
"day of the Lord" are dark . The
storm clouds of war, revolution ,
and anarchy are ominous and final-
ly burst with devastating fury up -
on the selfish institutions of men ,
leveling them in preparation for
the inauguration of God's new
world .

Melting Elements
The "heavens" and the "earth"

which are destroyed are, of course ,
symbolic. The literal earth "abid-
eth forever." God has "estab-
lished it" ; he "created it not in
vain, but formed it to be inhabit -
ed." (Eccl. 1 ::4 Isaiah 45 :18) As
symbols, the "heavens" and "earth"
represent the spiritual and materi-
al aspects of the now crumblin g
order of things . It is a very apt
illustration because, just as the lit-
eral heavens exercise a certain
controlling influence over life on
the physical earth, so the civil in-
stitutions of men have been more
or less dependent upon the re-
ligious viewpoints of the people a s
an influence to keep the masses in
check.

But in the cataclysmic spasms o f
trouble which break upon the
world in this "day of the Lord,"
these various elements of society ,
religious and civil, disintegrate ; or
as Peter puts it, they "melt." The
Greek word used by the apostle
and translated "elements" is the
same as that employed by the

Apostle Paul when he admonished
the early church not to be en -
tangled with the weak and beggar-
ly "elements" of this world. (Gal.
4 :3, 9) Paul's reference is clearly
to the elements of society as they
existed at that time—Judaism,
paganism, etc.-and not to rocks
and mountains of the literal earth.

Among the many signs which
Jesus gave of the time of his pres-
ence and the "day of the Lord"
was his statement that the "powers
of the heaven shall be shaken."
(Luke 21:26) This indicates that
the time would come in the dis-
integrating processes of the "pres-
ent evil world" when ecclesiastica l
controls would be broken, acceler-
ating a general breaking down, or
melting, of all the "elements" of
society. If we are now living in
the "day of the Lord" there should
be some evidence that the symbolic
"heavens" are passing away, and
that all the various "elements" of
civilization are melting. It is ap-
parent, we think, that such is the
case.

A moment's reflection upon what
has occurred since 1914 bears out
this conclusion. Think of Russia,
and the many other parts of
Europe, which prior to 1914 were
virtually ruled by the church
through the civil powers. Anti-
religious forces are gradually
spreading over all the land; and
with that spread the people are
being temporarily held in restraint
by dictatorships of one form or an -
other. But everywhere chaos is
developing . Nothing but military
force can keep the people in check ,
and that only temporarily .

Even in Great Britain, and ac -
9
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cording to an admission of an of-
ficial committee appointed by th e
Church of England, the masses o f
the people have lost practically all
respect for religious standards b y
which they were once controlled.
In the place of these standards
there has developed a sort of moral
anarchy in which everyone decides
what is right and wrong upon th e
basis of what suits his own con-
venience and taste . This condi-
tion is not limited to Great Britain ,
but is true in varying degrees th e
world over .

Look at the present world order
from whatever standpoint we will
and we find the same chaotic con-
ditioit ; the same lack of cohesion
among the various elements, politi-
cal, national, and religious . The
pledged word no longer stands .
Governments, politicians, labo r
parties, and capitalists, all make
promises, but break "them when i t
suits their purposes to do so . Yes ,
what was once called civilization
is indeed breaking down under the
impact of one after another of th e
spasms of destructive trouble whic h
are coming suddenly upon th e
world during this "day of the
Lord. "

But as Christians who accept th e
sure "word of prophecy" we ca n
take the position mentioned by
David when he said, "Therefore
will we not fear, though the [sym-
bolic] earth be removed." (Psa .
46:2) The destruction of this day o f
the Lord which has already been
wrought, and the further devasta-
tion threatened, have brought dis -
Eress and fear to the people. They
want "peace and safety," and
continue to plan for it, but the

destruction continues, and wil l
continue until, in the final parox-
ysm of destruction, in which the
Jews will be particularly involved ,
the eyes of the contending force s
will be opened to behold the glory
of the Lord and to recognize that
he has taken control of earth's af-
fairs .

From then on the' kingdom forces
of righteousness will become more
and more apparent in the affairs of
men. One of the first great mir-
acles of that day will be the resur-
section of the ancient prophets and
other worthy ones of past ages .
These will become "princes in all
the earth," representing the divin e
Christ. (Psa. 45:16) Finally, all
nations will say, "Let us go up to
the mountain [kingdom] of th e
Lord, . . . .and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in his
paths ."—Micah 4 :1-4

Before the entire thousand years
of the day of the Lord are over ,
the "new heavens and a new
earth"—the heavenly and material .
phases of Christ's kingdom—will
have put down all unrighteousness,
and destroyed all the works of sin
and selfishness . Sickness and death
will be no more, and the dead wil l
be awakened and given their op-
portunity for life . In view of this,
what a blessed thing it is to know
that the present world disintegra-
tion is evidence that already the
"day of the Lord" has dawned, an d
that the conquering Christ has
already begun the work of destroy-
ing the enemies of God and of
righteousness—the kingdoms of this
world being the first to go down
before his onward march.
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A Mighty

?die etce 4 peace

([ To start, Frank, I want to read
a passage of Scripture found in th e
9th chapter of Isaiah, verses 6
and 7.
• That's a prophecy of the birth
of Jesus, is it not ?
([ Correct, and it seems to me i t
should be of interest to Christians
throughout the whole year, not
merely at Christmas—anyway, I'l l
read the passage, and then I. want
to ask some questions about it . It
reads : "For unto us a child is born ,
unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon hi s
shoulder: and his 'name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, the everlasting Fa-
ther,_ The Prince of Peace . Of the
increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon hi s
kingdom, to order it,, . and to es-
tablish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this."
Q That, Ernest, seems clearly t o
be a promise of the birth of Jesus .
• Yes, but when we look around
us in the world today it's hard to
see how there has, been any worth-
while increase of his government
and peace, as this promise indi

cates. I'm willing to keep on be-
lieving that Jesus is The Prince
of Peace, but I would like to un-
derstand why he has not yet be-
come the real Ruler of the world .

From one standpoint, Ernest,
the answer to your question is
found in the word. "time." The
Scriptures clearly reveal that the
Creator has a "due time" for the
accomplishment of all his pur-
poses . Four thousand years passed
from the time of Adam's fall un-
til the Savior was born . Why?
because God had a' due time in his
plan for this great event.

Q Is it your contention, then, that
the due time has not yet arrived
for Jesus to become the world's
Prince of Peace? -

That's what the Bible clearly
teaches, and you can depend upon
it, Ernest, that God's timing is per-
fect .
Q Well, he certainly has the .
movements of all the millions of
planets well timed. But Frank ,
while the Bible says that in "due
time" Christ died for the ungodly,
has it ever occurred to you that
only a small portion of mankind
since then has had an opportunity
to know about it ?
([ Yes, Ernest, and that 's where
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the matter of timing comes in
again. In 1 Timothy 2 :6 Paul tells
us about the redemptive work o f
Jesus, and assures us that it will
be made known to all "in due
time." When that due time comes ,
the knowledge of Christ will fill
the earth as the waters cover th e
sea. It will be as impossible then
for anyone not to know about - i t
as it would be to fall into the ocean
and not get wet .
41 But meanwhile, millions have
died in ignorance of the only name
whereby they might be saved .

In 1 Timothy 2 :4 Paul explaine d
that it is God's will that all shall
be saved and come to a knowledge
of the truth . The salvation here
referred to calls for an awakening
from the sleep of death, and it is
God's will : that all shall thus be
awakened that they, may have an
opportunity of coming to a knowl-
edge of the truth . Thus we are
assured that the divine purpose to -
ward man is to. be accomplished
when the due time comes. When
we realize this, the angelic messag e
is just as meaningful to us today
as at any time in the past .

It should mean more because
we are nearer to the "due time "
for the world's blessings . Just the
same, though, Frank, I would lik e
to ask some more questions about
this prophecy in the 9th chapter o f
Isaiah . In prophesying Jesus' birth
the prophet adds that "the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder . "
What could that mean ?

It means that the success of
Christ's kingdom does not depen d
upon human efforts . . Christ will
shoulder the responsibility for the

accomplishment of all the wonder-
ful things the prophets have fore -
told concerning his kindgom.
Q But Frank, Jesus was taken b y
the servants of the high priest and
crucified by the Roman govern-
ment, and to this day there is no
evidence that his government of
peace is ever really to control the
affairs of men . There's no difficul-
ty in believing , that Christ was
born, just as the prophecy says b e
would be, but that is where it all
seems to stop. Do you get my
point?

Yes I do, Ernest, and the dif-
ficulty would be a real one apart
from the time element in the plan
of God. While the prophecy of
Isaiah depicts the birth of Jesus ,
and many of the wonderful things
to be accomplished by him, it does
not say that everything was to be
done at once. The fulfilment of
the entire prophecy covers a peri-
od of nearly three thousand years ,
nineteen centuries of which are
already in the past, and the final
thousand years, now dawning, will
be the time when Christ's kingdom
will increase until it fills and con-
trols the whole earth.
{ But why the long delay? Sure-
ly there has been some reason for
that, has there not ?
E[ A very good reason, indeed!
The Scriptures explain that it is
God's plan to select representa-
tives from the world of mankind t o
reign with Christ when his king-
dom begins to operate. This part
of the divine program has been
spread out over the entire perio d
from Jesus' first `advent until now .
The time features of the plan in -
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dicate, however, that now this
work is nearly complete, hence we
may expect Christ soon to tak e
over the rulership of the earth, and
bestow all the wonderful blessings
of life, peace, and happiness whic h
God 's prophets have foretold.

Will that be the time whe n
mankind in general will recogr„i s
Jesus as being Wonderful, th e
great Counselor, the mighty God,
the everlasting Father, and The
Prince of Peace, as the prophet ha s
foretold?
I Yes! Mankind will eventually ,
with one accord, ascribe to Jesu s
the title of "Wonderful."
41 There are some wonderful char-
acters recorded in history . In what
sense will Christ be more wonder-
ful than any of them ?
Q In many ways, Ernest, not the
least of which is in the fact that he
died for his subjects . Practically
all the former outstanding . rulers ,
of the world have made themselves
famous through ability to induce
their subjects to die for them. But
unlike all of these, Jesus died fo r
his subjects, and thus prepared the
way for their everlasting blessing .
41 And that IS "wonderful," sure
enough. But what is signified by
the title "Counselor " as applied to
Jesus?
41 It is translated from a Hebrew
word meaning one who gives ad -
vice.
IF Well the world certainly need s
some good advice .
Q And Jesus will be able to giv e
it. His advice will not be based
upon selfishness, nor will it depend
upon outward appearances. It will

not lead away from God and right-
eousness, but to harmony with the
Creator, so that all who heed it wil l
finally be restored to peace with
God, and be granted everlasting
life .
Q. Frank, another title given to
Jesus in the prophecy is that of
"mighty God." Does that mean
that Jesus, the Son of God, is the
same as the Father ?
41 No, Ernest . Jesus is a mighty
God, whom Jehovah, the Creator
and heavenly Father, has bidden
both angels and men to worship ,
but he is not the Almighty God .
During the thousand years of the
kingdom, Christ will be dealin g
with the people as Mediator, an d
to mankind he will be a mighty
God indeed, one able to save them
from sin and death and spread
peace and happiness throughout
the whole earth. In Revelation 21 :3
we are told that during that time
the tabernacle of God will be with
men, that he will dwell with them
and be their God . This promise
will be fulfilled through Christ .
Finally, at the end of the thousan d
years the kingdom will be turned
over to the Father . This is th e
way Paul explains it in the 15th
chapter of 1st Corinthians, verses
24 to 28. Then the Father will be
all in all, the mediatorial work
of Christ having been completed.
41 I think I understand that all
right. It ' s in keeping with the scrip-
tures which tell us that we should
honor the Son even as we honor.
the Father. The next title men-
tioned here in the prophecy is that
of "everlasting Father." Doesn' t
that mean, Frank, that Jesus is in
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some way the Father as well as th e
Son ?
Q The term Father means life -
giver, and Jesus will be the Life -
giver of the world of mankind
during the thousand years of the
kingdom. Jesus will call the peo-
ple forth from death. Through
his kingdom they will be restored
to health and everlasting life.
Mankind will look upon him as th e
great Lifegiver, the One who wil l
give them everlasting life, henc e
he will be their "everlasting Fa-
ther ."
(j According to that, then, Jesu s
will be more than merely a ruler
over the people .
(j Quite true! He will not only
rule in righteousness, but will als o
provide life for the people . That
is something that no ruler of the
world has ever attempted to do, o r
promised to do ; but Christ will d o
it, and so completely that eventu-
ally there will be no more death ,
neither sorrow nor crying, for the
former things shall have passed
away .
41 A wonderful Savior, indeed !
Then there is also the title, "The

OF PEACE

Prince of Peace." That means, no
doubt, that Jesus will actually es-
tablish universal and everlasting
peace among the nations when he
becomes King.
([ Yes, Ernest, that will be the
time, when, under the administra-
tion of Christ's kingdom, the na-
tions shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into
pruning-hooks ; when nation will
not lift up sword against nation ,
nor learn war any more . But the
reign of The Prince of Peace will
result in a much more universal
peace than the mere laying down
of arms by the various nations of
earth.

You are evidently right, Frank,
because it says here in the proph-
ecy that of the increase of his gov-
ernment and peace there shall b e
no end. In what way, however,
will the peace of Christ's kingdom
extend beyond that of internationa l
peace ?
41 The increase of Christ's gov-
ernment and peace will continu e
until there is not only peace among
the nations, but peace within ever y
nation; and until there is peace in
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every community and peace in
every family ; yes, until there i s
peace in every heart. And beyond
all that, peace will be establishe d
between God and men . Without
such a peace there could be no
lasting and genuine peace of any
kind.

fj But with peace established be-
tween God and men all the other
blessings of Christ's kingdom will
flow out freely to the people, re -

suiting in everlasting life for all
the willing and obedient.

Q Is that what the angels mean t
when they said to the shepherds, ,
"Peace on earth, good will towar d
men"?

Yes! God 's will toward men,
expressed in the gift , of his belove d
Son to be man's Redeemer, will b e
the basis of all the wonderful things
the divine kirtgdom will offer to
the sin-cursed and dying world.

DECEMBER READING SCHEDUL E
Studies in the Scriptures—Vol . 6

Date

	

Page s
25	 673-683
26	 683-692
27	 693-70 0
28	 700-709
29	 709-714
30	 714-720
31 . . . :	 720-729

Date

	

Pages Date

	

Page s
1	 495-503

	

9	 557-56 2
2	 503-509

	

10	 563-57 2
3	 509-518

	

11	 572-57 8
4	 519;526

	

1.2	 578-58 6
5	 526-534

	

13	 586-590
6	 534-541

	

14	 590-598
7	 541-549

	

15	 599-60 6
8	 549-557

	

16	 606-612

Date

	

Pages
17	 612-61 9
18	 619-627
19 . .

	

.	 627-637
20	 637-644
21	 644-649
22	 650-65 8
23	 659-666
24	 666-67 3

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture ; old things are passed away ; behold all things

are become new."—II CORINTHIANS 5:16, 17

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
DECEMBER 5—"Choose ye this day whom ye will serve ; as for me and

my house, we will serve the Lord."—Joshua 24:1 5
(Z. '01-284. Hymn 210 )

DECEMBER 12—"As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he ."—Proverbs
23 :7 (Z. '01-325. Hymn 198 )

DECEMBER 19—"Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself
as he that putteth it off."—1 Kings 20 :11 (Z. '94-155 .
Hymn 13 )

DECEMBER 26—"Be thou strong and very courageous."—Joshua 1:7 (Z.
'02-285 . Hymn 331)



dope oftheZtge5

Sound over all waters, reach out from all lands ,
The chorus of voices, the clasping of hands;
Sing hymns that were sung by the stars of morn ,
Sing songs of the angels when Jesus was born!

With glad jubilations
Bring hope to the nations !

The dark night is ending and dawn has begun ;
Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,
All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one !

Sing the bridal of nations! with chorals of love,
Sing out the war-vulture and sing in the dove ,
Till the hearts of the peoples keep time in accord,
And the voice of the world is the voice of the Lord !

Clasp hands of the nation s
In strong gratulations;

The dark night is ending and dawn has begun ;
Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,
All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one !

Blow, bugles of battle, the marches of peace :
East, west, north, and south, let the long quarrel cease ;
Sing the song of great joy that the angels began .
Sing of glory to God and of good will to man !

Hark! joining in chorus

	

.
The heavens bend o'er us !

The dark night is ending and dawn has begun :
Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,
All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one!



Christmas Story for Children

The
MOST I41PORT,4NT BABY

S
OME people might think that when George Washingto n
was born he was the world's most important baby, but
anyone who thinks that would be wrong, because whe n

Jesus was born he was the most important baby . ' No baby ever
born before Jesus was nearly so important, and no baby born sinc e
has been as important as Jesus . When Jesus was born it mean t
that many, many of the wonderful promises of God had come true ,
and that many more of his promises were sure to come true later .

Jesus was not an important baby because his parents were ric h
and lived in a fine home . No, Jesus was born in a manger wher e.
cattle are fed. I ' ll tell you why that was so . His mother and foster-
father lived in a town called Nazareth . The people of Israel no
longer had a king of their own, but were being ruled by the Romans .
The Roman government was getting ready to tax all the people, s o
Jesus ' parents had to go to Bethlehem to sign their names on the
Roman tax books .

A great many other people were visiting in Bethlehem at tha t
time, and when Jesus' parents arrived, there just wasn 't any room
for them. All the hotels or places to stay were filled, and a barn ,
or feeding place for cattle, was the only place they could find i n
which to stay overnight . And there it was that Jesus was born .
But that didn 't really make any difference . It is what people ar e
and not where they may be born that really counts, isn 't it? And
the most important thing of all is what God thinks about us . Jesus
was God's own Son, and God loved him and had a wonderful wor k
for him to do—the work of making everybody in the world happy
by giving them health so they will live without dying .

A very wonderful thing occurred on the night Jesus was born .
There was a group of shepherds out in the fields near Bethlehem ,
caring for their sheep. Suddenly they heard the most beautifu l
music, and it seemed to be in the sky above them. They looked
up and discovered that the sky was very bright . No doubt they
were frightened, because this was so unusual . Then they heard an
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angel telling them not to be afraid . The angel declared to the
shepherds that he had good news for them, and then joyfully told
them that Christ was born that night, and that he would save th e
people of Israel from their sins . . Wasn 't that wonderful ?

Christ is another name for Jesus, and it means that Jesus is the
One whom God promised to send in order that everybody will yet
be happy. For hundreds and hundreds of years God had been
promising to send Christ, and now the angel told the shepherd s
that he would be born as a little baby that night, and that they woul d
find him in a manger in Bethlehem. My, but those shepherds mus t
have been excited, and glad, too !

After the angel told the shepherds this good news a great man y
angels began to sing, and their song told the shepherds that ther e
was to be peace on earth, and that God had sent his Son because
of his good will toward all the people of the earth. Yes, God loved
all the people, and now he was getting ready to make his man y
promises to bless them come true . What a wonderful night tha t
was! The shepherds went to Bethlehem, and ,there they found the
baby, the wonderful baby whom God had sent . They worshiped
the child and gave thanks to God because he was making his prom-
ises come true. God's promise was that Jesus would be a grea t
King to rule over the whole earth. This is the King Jesus I have
told you about in other stories .

In a faraway country east of Palestine there were wise men .
They were probably something like the holy men of India are today.
They studied the stars to see if they could find out what God was
doing. Well, they learned that Jesus was born, and that he was t o
be a great King, so they decided that they also would travel t o
Bethlehem to visit the newborn King .

But when these wise men arrived in the land of the Israelites ,
they decided that first they would visit King Herod, who was then
the ruler . He was a ruler appointed by the supreme ruler of th e
whole Roman world . This supreme ruler was called the Caesar ,
after the first one, Julius Caesar, and Herod was a king under th e
Caesar . Herod could do only what Caesar wanted him to do . Well,
the wise men visited Herod, and told him that Jesus, a little Jewis h
boy, had been born and that he would grow up to be a great King .
Herod didn't like this at all, and he decided right then he woul d
have that baby killed .
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But Herod didn't tell the wise men what he planned to do . No,
he deceived them. He told them to go and find the child and come
back to him and let him know where Jesus lived, as he also wante d
to go and worship the new King . That was a pretty clever lie, but
God was taking care of Jesus . The wise men found the young
child and the mother who by now were living in a house in Bethle-
hem, and they gave him the presents they had brought, and wor-
shiped him just as they had planned to do .

The day had ended, so they remained overnight before starting
back. That night they . dreamed that it would be wrong to visi t
Herod on the way back to tell him where he could find Jesus as h e
had asked them to do . You see, God gave them this dream, and
from it they learned that they were to return to the East by another
road so Herod wouldn 't find out anything at all about Jesus. The
wise men obeyed what God told them in the dream, so Herod's pla n
to find the child and destroy him failed .

When Herod learned that the wise men had returned to th e
East by another way, he was very angry . You see, he didn 't know
where to find Jesus . All he knew was that a future king had been
born and he wanted to kill this baby before he grew up to be a
king. Herod did a terrible thing. He gave orders that all the littl e
baby boys of the Jews in Bethlehem and in the surrounding coun-
try should be killed . He thought that if all these babies were killed
the baby Jesus would certainly be among them and would b e
killed also. Wasn 't that terrible? . Of course all those babies will
be brought back to life again . The Bible tells us that they shall
come back from " the land of the enemy . " The land of. the enem y
is the land of death ; so we know that they are coming back from
death. God told the Prophet Jeremiah to write down that promise .
It is in the Book of Jeremiah, chapter 31, verses 16 and 17 .

But Jesus wasn 't killed when all the other Jewish babies wer e
killed, because God was taking care of him. If God had allowe d
anything to happen to the baby Jesus, then all of his wonderfu l

THE CHILDREN 'S STORY APPEARING ON THESE PAGES IS FROM TH E
BOOK, "GOD'S PROMISES COME TRUE ." SEE INSIDE FRON T
COVER FOR DETAILS CONCERNING NUMBER OF STORIES, BINDING, ETC .
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promises could not have come true . So what did God do? Well ,
that same night he caused Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus, also
to have a dream, and Joseph dreamed that it was necessary fo r
him and his wife, Mary, the mother of Jesus, to flee into Egypt an d
take Jesus with them. So they went to Egypt right away. Thus
Jesus escaped being killed .

The Bible doesn't tell us any more about Jesus until he was
twelve years old . By that time Herod, who had tried to kill Jesus ,
was dead ; so it was safe for Joseph and his family to return to thei r

" . . And the glory of the
Lord shone round about
them. And the angel said
unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. "-

LUKE 2:9, 10

home in Nazareth. After they had returned to their home in
Nazareth, they visited the temple in Jerusalem, and there Jesus
talked with the teachers in the temple. He was so interested that
he didn't know his parents had started home without him . They
thought he was with others in the company returning home wit h
them. But when they could not find him among any of their friend s
and relatives, they returned to Jerusalem where they found him
in the temple . His mother reproved him for causing them so much
trouble and anxiety. He asked them if they didn't know it wa s
necessary for him to be doing what his Father wanted him to do .

I don't know whether they understood what he meant, but you
see, God was the Father of Jesus, and Jesus knew, even when he
was only twelve years old, that his Father had a great work for hi m
to do.
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When God gave his law to Moses, and Moses gave it to the
people of Israel, there , was one part of the law which said that any -
one who would go to work for God as one of his priests or prophets
must be no younger than thirty years of age . Jesus was only twelv e
years old when he was in the temple asking questions, and there h e
learned that he would have to wait until he was thirty years ol d
before he could start doing what his Father wanted him to do .
Jesus ' foster-father was a carpenter, so he went back home with
him and worked as a carpenter for eighteen years . I, think he must
have been a wonderful carpenter, don't you ?

Ghe Angel's Sang
I'm glad that Jesus came to earth ,

I'm glad the angel sang ,
I'm glad that at the Savior's birth

The joyful chorus rang ;
And down the slope of night-girt years

The music comes to me ,
And all my heart receives the song

That tells of jubilee.
"All glory to God on high ,

Good will and peace to men! "
It swells ; its echoes never die ;

It floods the night again.
And as I hearken, hope is here ,

Night's pall is cast away;
And breaks life's morn, the Golden Year ,

Full splendors of the Day.
I'm glad to hear the story now ,

As in the days of youth ;
The sweet old theme, so like a dream ,

Yet full of joy and truth .
And so I let the world go by ,

With all its care and dearth ;
• For God will show his- love below ,

Ere long, through all the earth .



Atonement Through Sacrifice 4 E

T2eason ing together
"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : though your

sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool . " --ISAIAH 1 :18

M
AN is a sinner! "There
is none righteous, no not
one," declares the proph-

et . (Psalm 14:1-3; 53 :1-3; Roman s
3 :10-12) The modern
trend of thought is away
from this scriptural view -
point . The newest theo-
ry is that human conduc t
is right or wrong only as
we compare it with
standards that have pre-
viously been established .
The claim is that one
human being has as
much right to set a standard a s
another, and that no one need be
"conscience stricken " simply be -
cause of non-conformity to a
standard which another has set for
him. This is a sort of moral an-
archy, a state of society in which
every individual does as he pleases .
In other words, this modern view-
point means that there is no such
thing as sin in the biblical mean-
ing of that term .

This ultramodern viewpoint is
unbelievably ridiculous. A man
who drinks a quart of rum and.
wakes up the next morning with
an unbearable headache, may not
have committed a "sin," as he con-
siders the matter in his mind, bu t
his stomach and head do not agree .
Together they shout at him that

he has violated a law by which the
human organism is kept function-
ing in an orderly manner. The
modernist may call this the law

of nature, but he shouldn ' t
forget that someone es-
tablished that law; and
whether or not he knows
who it was, he realizes
that his head protests in
pain when he violate s
that law .

Some may try to con-
vince themselves tha t
human behaviorism is

only relative, and that there is
no real sin; but you can't tell
a sane person that torturing hu-
man beings in concentration camps
is not wrong; nor will very
many people believe that slaugh-
tering millions of innocent men
and women as is done in modern
warfare is a moral virtue . And i t
wouldn't be difficult to cite many
illustrations of inhuman conduct
which the vast majority of peopl e
would at once acknowledge to be
wrong .

In the broad sense it will be con-
ceded, we believe, that all conduct
which contributes to the unhappi-
ness of innocent victims is wrong .

One of God's commands stated ,
"Thou shalt not covet." When
one covets that which belongs
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to another to the point that
he will endeavor by foul means to
wrest it from him, that is wrong .
It is wrong in the eyes of all de -
cent people, and it is wrong be -
cause it is a violation of God's law.
It is sin !

The reason these more flagrant
violations of the laws of decency
are acknowledged to be wrong
even according to imperfect human
standards—as also they are de-
clared by God to be sin—is tha t
man was created in the image o f
God, and to the extent he retains
some of that image, he reasons t o
the same end . A little less conceit
on the part of modernists and a
little more reverence for authorit y
higher than their own egotism,
should help them to see the possi-
bility that the violation of other
laws referred to in the Bible is als o
wrong .

The Apostle Paul wrote that
death has passed upon all, because
"all have sinned." (Rom. 5 :12 )
The downward course of sin began
with Adam. It was the violation
of an arbitrary law of the Creator
which constituted his original sin .
The narrative is too brief for us t o
know the details involved in tha t
sin. All that we know is that Adam
wilfully violated a law under which
he was placed by his Maker, and
that he reaped the penalty for sin,
which is death .

But as we come down the lin e
from Adam the wrongdoing of the
race becomes apparent . Selfish-
ness is the one word which sum-
marizes the intent of it all. The
jungle law of the larger animal s
feeding upon the smaller, or the
"dog eat dog" policy, has been the

basis of practically all human be-
havior since the world began . Thi s
evil motive has manifested itself
in all forms of injustice ; unfair
practice ; graft ; murder, and war
—which is simply legalized mur-
der .

All of this is universally recog-
nized as sin, and certainly the
Scriptures are therefore true in de-
claring that "all , have sinned and
come short of the glory of God . "
(Rom. 3 :23) Not all have been
wilful planners and perpetrators
of sin; but from the vortex of
selfishness which moves a dying
world along from one form of
wrongdoing to another, none are
able wholly to escape . That's why
the apostle explains that all have
become sinners because Adam
sinned. We have been "shapen in
iniquity, and in sin did our mothers
conceive us," declares the prophet .
—Psalm 51 : 5

Punishment for Sin
Another universally recognized

principle of right is that all wh o
violate established laws should b e
punished. In this again we see
evidence of the image of God di-
recting the process of human
reasoning, for this principle is of
divine origin. The Creator was
the first to declare that there is a
penalty attached to wrongdoing .
This manifests itself in the laws of
nature, in that when these laws are
violated calamitous results auto-
matically follow.

Adam and Eve might have die d
simply, because they violated a law
of God, even if they had not been
told about it in advance. But be-
cause God told them not to par -
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take of a- certain tree in the mids t
of the garden and warned that if
they did so they would die, it
made them realize—and should al -
so teach us—that the laws of Go d
cannot be flouted with impunity ,
that there is a penalty for sin, the
ultimate end of which is death .

Yes, since the days of Eden, man
has been a sinner, and the penalty
for sin has been falling upon eac h
generation as it has started upon
its brief span of condemned life .
From the cradle to the grave eac h
individual of the fallen race has
lived, as it were, under the shado w
of the gallows, knowing that there
would be no reprieve, hence no
escape from that sure fate of death .

This grim reality of a dying
world has been tragic enough in
itself, but to plague the people stil l
more there have been invented
those nocturnal hallucinations of
a terrible abyss of the "damned"
in which, it was claimed, nearly
all would find themselves after
they were supposed to have died .
Thank God that this part of it is
not true, that the Scriptures hav e
stated the whole truth on the sub-
ject when they declare that th e
"wages of sin is death . "—Rom . 6 :23

Instead of hinting that "wages"
more severe than death is th e
punishment for sin, the Scriptures
assure us that a way of escape ,
even from this penalty, has been
provided . The apostle declares
that "the gift of God is eternal lif e
through Jesus Christ our Lord . "
(Rom. 6:23) The Scriptures als o
declare, "As in Adam all die, eve n
so in Christ shall all be made
alive." (1 Cor. 15:22) If we ask
how this could be, the Scriptures

answer that "Christ died for our
sins."-1 Cor . 15 : 3

It is well that at this point we
accept God's invitation to reason
with him. He says, "Though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow." (Isa. 1:18) We
have already acknowledged tha t
punishment of wrongdoers is just .
We have also agreed that the Cre-
ator has the right to demand obedi-
ence to his laws, and to punish the
disobedient. But the divine wages
of sin is death. When that penalty
is paid the sinner is unable to d o
more. A man can pay a fine o f
five dollars and then be free . But
when the fine of death is paid ,
there can be no freedom, for death
takes all, even life itself.

So here is where the love of God
enters into his design to guarante e
that his original purpose in the
creation of man shall not be in
vain; that the ultimate destin y
which he planned for his human
creatures shall not be frustrated
or annulled, not even by man' s
own sin . It was just and right that
God inflict the penalty of death
upon a disobedient race; but the
rightness of this enhances our ap-
preciation of his mercy when we
realize that it was he who "so loved
the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish
[forever], but have everlastin g
life ."—John 3 :16

The Law of SacAfift
In simple language the Bible

tells us that Jesus, whom God sent
to redeem the world, died for th e
people. Blind modernism would
have us believe that the thought
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of one dying for another is re-
pugnant, revolting, and that the
idea harks back to ancient super-
stitions regarding the demands of
heathen deities, or of what the y
slightingly call the "tribal god o f
the Hebrews." Let us not be mis-
led by this false and immatur e
reasoning of the modernists . They
seem to forget and, perhaps, woul d
like us to forget—that the highes t
form of nobility and bravery known
and honored by men is that of
one person dying to save another .

We laud and honor this bravery
whenever and wherever we see it
manifested . Soldiers who die for
their country are considered heroes.
Those who in any way sacrifice
their lives in order that others may
live or enjoy life more abundantly ,
are properly considered the great-
est benefactors of mankind. In
this we see another reflection o f
the image of God with which the
human creation was endued . When
we properly appraise the virtue of
sacrifice we are simply reflecting
the image of God in our thoughts
and viewpoint. We naturally hon-
or sacrifice and label it heroism
because God is the Author of this
worthy principle .

When we recognize this, the
biblical plan of atonement for si n
by means of sacrifice is seen to b e
both beautiful and understandable
—and just and loving as well .
Some would have us believe tha t
the thought of sacrifice for sin
originated with the heathen, an d
was borrowed from them by He-
brew writers and then carried over
into Christianity, but this is wrong.
To whatever extent the heathen
incorporate the idea of sacrifice

into their religious rites—eve n
though their conceptions are mis-
erably crude—it is because the y
found the principle of sacrifice
manifested in the writings of th e
prophets .

The earliest record of sacrific e
is the narrative of Genesis con-
cerning the offerings brought t o
the Lord by Cain and Abel . With-
out understanding what was in-
volved one might wonder why
God accepted Abel's offering and
rejected Cain's. But God had a
reason for this . When he sen-
tenced our first parents to death he
said that the "seed" of the woman
would bruise the "serpent's" head .
(Gen. 3:15) In the light of sub-
sequent revelations of the divin e
plan for human restoration, this
vague statement is seen to be a
promise that the penalty for sin
would one day be remitted .

God also reveals , later in His
Word that there can be no remis-
sion of sin without the sacrifice of
life, symbolized by the sheddin g
of blood. So in the acceptance of
Abel's flesh and blood offering God
was pointing forward to a time
when, through the sacrifice of a
"lamb" he would provide, man
would be permitted to return to
his lost estate—his sins of scarlet
being made white as snow .

This thought is again brought t o
our attention in God's dealings
with Abraham. To Abraham God
made the promise that through hi s
seed all the families of the earth
would be blessed . Many of the
families of the earth were already
dead when this promise was made .
Millions have "died since . To bles s
these it is necessary that they be
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restored to life. , Having died be-
cause they were sinners, the prom-
ise of their restoration implies that
their sins are to be remitted, s o
in connection with this promis e
God again illustrates his purpose t o
provide for the remission of sin
through the sacrifice of his Son .

This was done in a very unique
fashion. Abraham was asked t o
offer his son Isaac in sacrifice .
Having great faith in God ' s wisdom
in asking him to do this, and als o
in God's power and willingnes s
even to raise Isaac from the dead ,
Abraham proceeded to obey th e
divine command. Agreeing to the
plan for sacrifice, Isaac wa s
stretched upon the altar ready t o
be slain when an angel of God in-
tervened, and a lamb was provide d
as a substitute .

In this we have a beautiful pic-
ture of the fact that before th e
destiny of the human race intend-
ed by the Creator is realized
through restoration to life, a lov-
ing father was voluntarily to give
up his son in sacrifice as Abra -
ham demonstrated his willingnes s
to do with respect to Isaac. In the
actual working out of the divin e
plan this is seen to be the Heav-
enly Father, the Creator and
Fountain of all life.
. Centuries later the descendant s
of Abraham were held in slaver y
in Egypt, and through Moses God
wrought a miraculous deliverance
for them. In connection with this
there was the sacrifice of a lamb
—the passover lamb . This also
pointed forward to a still greate r
deliverance--a lib e r a t i o n from
slavery to sin and death—and re-
minds us again that this release

will be possible because of a sac -
rifice—the sacrifice of the "Lam b
of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world."—John 1 :29

Throughout the Old Testament
Scriptures the promise of a com-
ing Messiah and Deliverer is oft
repeated. The Israelites looked
forward to the coming of this fore-
told King, this Ruler who would
exalt their nation to chief place
among the nations and dispense t o
all people the blessings of peace and
life which God had promised . Jesus
came in fulfilment of these prom-
ises, but the expectations of the
Jews were not immediately real-
ized because they had failed t o
note the condition upon which their
long-looked-for King would be
exalted as the blesser of all na-
tions—the condition of sacrifice .

He came to be the King of kings ,
but first he must be the "Lamb , of
Gqd," who would be offered in
sacrifice to take away the sin of
the world . The only way to bles s
those who are dead is to restore
them to life . The race is dyin g
because of sin, death being the
wages of unrighteousness. If they
are to be restored those wage s
must be paid by another, and by
one who was not under simila r
condemnation . In the divine plan ,
Jesus was this One who died, firs t
for Adam, and through Adam, for
the entire human race . He gave
his life that we, his followers, and
all the world, might live .

And so, in the symbolism- of the ,
Scriptures, we are told that though
our sins be as scarlet they can be
as white as snow. This is one of
God 's ways of telling us that the
wrongdoing of our first parents ,
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and the continued sin and selfish-
ness of their offspring, have no t
thwarted his purpose in the crea-
tion of man. In the divine economy
the sin which has slain the race
has provided an opportunity fo r
divine love to manifest itsel f
through sacrifice, which makes i t
possible for the guilty to be made
free from death through a resur-
rection of the dead .

And how understandable an d
practical is this arrangement when
viewed in the light of reason! With
this viewpoint in mind we can rea d
the Genesis record of the creation
and fall of man and realize that
only temporarily is the human race
deprived of the life-giving tree s
of Eden. In that arrangement we
can see a miniature of the Crea-
tor's design for an earth full o f
perfect human beings, livin g
peacefully and happily forever.

And there has been real value
in the experiences of suffering an d
death through which the race ha s
passed . When awakened fro m
death and given the opportunit y
to obey divine law, each membe r
of the human family will be able
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to chose more intelligently the
course he will take because he wil l
be able to contrast the advantage s
accruing from obedience with the
great loss from disobedience .

Reason tells us that no other
plan than the one outlined in th e
Scriptures can possibly save the
human race from ultimate suicide !
And no one but the Creator could
carry out such a plan for the rea-
son that its completion calls for an
awakening of the dead. The ex-
ercise of power necessary to ac-
complish this is no obstacle t o
God. Atomic energy is but a slight
indication of God's knowledge and
use of power . So when we read
the Scriptures, we must realize
that the One who caused to be re-
corded the wonderful promises we
find therein is abundantly able t o
fulfil them, and will fulfil them in
his own due time. We can be as-
sured, therefore, that the destin y
of man to live forever as king o f
earth is yet to become an accom-
plished fact ; for God created no t
the earth in vain, but formed it to
be inhabited, as declared by th e
inspired prophet .—Isaiah 45 :18
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the Eight o/ the World
"Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot

be hid . Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel ,
but on a candlestick ; and it giveth light unto all that are i n

the house. Let your light so shine before men, tha t
they may see your good works, and glorify your

Father which is in heaven."—MATrHEw 5 :14-1 6

_* RDINARILY, and properly, we think of Jesus as the light

0 of the world—that true light which "lighteth every man
that cometh into the world." (John 1:9) In our text,

however, Jesus reveals that his followers are divinely honored b y
being permitted to occupy the high position of luminaries to reflec t
"the light of the knowledge of the glory of God " as it shines " in
the face of Jesus Christ." (2 Cor. 4: 6) It is a distinctive favor that
God thus bestows upon us, and it should be esteemed highly an d
used faithfully.

It was a dark world to which Jesus came . Darkness still covers
the earth, "and gross darkness the people ." (Isa . 60:2) This sym-
bolic darkness is in reality a condition of separateness from Go d
through wicked works . Paul explains that when men wished t o
forget God he gave them over to their reprobate minds, "and thei r
foolish heart was darkened . " (Rom. 1:21) Nearly all of the hu-
man race are thus alienated from God, and the hearts of all being
darkened by error and sin, the whole world is inevitably dark; the
only light-bearers being those into whose hearts God has shine d
by the Gospel .

The human race has never been without some measure of "light,"
some representation from God. Until the present time however ,
darkness has prevailed in every age, and will continue to prevai l
until the "sun of righteousness" dispels all the mists of supersti-
tion and unbelief, and the knowledge of the glory of God fills th e
earth as the waters cover the sea .

In the antediluvian world there were such representatives o f
God as Abel, Enoch, and Noah . In the patriarchal age there were
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Melchizedek, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob . At the death of Jacob
his twelve sons, forming the nucleus of the Jewish nation, became
God's reftresentatives in the earth . Moses was an outstanding
leader ampng the Hebrews, and through him . God gave them his
Law and told them that if they obeyed it he would make of them a
holy nation and a kingdom of priests .—Exodus 19 : 6

Israel as a nation reflected but little of the light of God in th e
earth because the people failed to obey his statutes . Throughou t
the Jewish age the prophets God sent to the Israelites were his mos t
brilliant light-bearers . True, at no time prior to the first adven t
of Jesus did the light of truth shine out in the earth as distinctly an d
brightly as it has since ; but all the truth which God's people neede d
at that time to guide them in the doing of his will was given to hi s
faithful servants, and they were thus constituted the light of h e
world, the only light the world had .

THE LIGHT OF LIFE

The first advent of Jesus marked a distinct change in the pla n
of God, a definite step forward from types and shadows and prom-
ises to the substance which began to fulfil them . The dim ligh t
of the past suddenly increased, fulfilling the prophecy which state d
that they which "sat in darkness saw a great light . " (Isa. 9:2 ;
Matt . 4: 16) The true light of the world had come, the One fore -
told by the prophets and foreshadowed by the types . Yes, "In him
was life ; and the life was the light of men."—John 1 : 4

When man became alienated from God through sin, and dark-
ness settled down upon the . race, the death penalty ensued . But
with the coming of Jesus, the "light of life, " there also came a way
of escape from death—by faith in this age, and actually, in the age
to come. (John 8: 12) Jesus "brought life and immortality t o
light through the Gospel, " or by the light of the Gospel; and before
his part in the divine plan of salvation is complete he will have en-
lightened every man that cometh into the world .-2 Tim. 1:10

But it was not God 's plan for Jesus to remain on the earth dur-
ing the Gospel age and continue personally to be the light of th e
world. Rather, the divine purpose was for the Master to be repre-
sented among men through those willing to espouse his cause eve n
to the point of being "beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and fo r
the Word of God . " (Rev. 20:4) Paul speaks of these as "am-
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bassadors" for Christ who serve as ministers of reconciliation .—2:
Cor. 5 :18-2 0

And what is the purpose of this "ministry"? Paul explain
saying that "God was in Christ, reconciling the world ui to himself .':
(2 Cor. 5 :19) The reconciliation of the world is the ultimate ob l
jective of the plan of God . This work began with the first advent
of Jesus . Paul declared on Mars ' Hill that "now God commandeth
all men every where to repent ." (Acts 17:31) God foreknew that
during this Gospel age only one here and there would heed th e
message of repentance, and to these has been extended the invita :
Lion to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, to die with him, inspire d
by. the hope that if faithful unto death they will live and reign witl }
him in the kingdom through which all mankind will be enlightfed, .

The call to repentance has gone out to the world through th e
followers of Jesus, who, as "ministers of reconciliation," have bee n
commissioned to say to all who have a "hearing ear," "Be ye recon -
ciled to God." (2 Cor. 5:20) It is thus that they serve as "am-
bassadors for Christ ." He was the "light of life ," and his followers in
representing him are thereby the "light of the world ." Thus we
see that the matter of being a Christian is both an honor and a
responsibility . It implies much more than the fact that we have
received the blessing of reconciliation ourselves and now enjo y
peace with God . It means that we are to lay down our lives as
co-workers with the Lord in carrying forward his plan for enlight-
ening and blessing the world .

THE ELIJAH WORK

In addition to the clear-cut instructions of the Word which out;
line the responsibility of Christians as light-bearers in the worl4,
the Lord has furnished us with a prophecy to this effect, which ip
also in part a type . Through Malachi the Lord said, "Behold, l
will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the grea t
and dreadful day of the Lord . And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their o-
thers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse . "—Mal. 4 :5, 6

This prophecy describes a work of reformation, or reconciliatio i .
While John the Baptist denied that he was this foretold Elijah ,
Jesus explained to his disciples- that if they could receive it, Joh n
was the Elijah. (Matt . 11:14) Jesus meant that if the ministry of
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SAVIORS UPON MOUNT ZIO N

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given : . . . . and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God ,

The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the in-
crease of his government and peace there shall be n o

end	 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per-
form this.",—IsAIAH 9 : 6, 7

"And the Lord God said unto the ser-
pent, . . . . I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed
and her .seed; it shall bruise thy head ."
'=-Genesis 3:14, 15

"For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil . " —1 John 3:8

"Do ye not know that the saints shal l
judge the world? . . . . Know ye not
that we shall judge angels?"—1 Co-
rinthians 6 :2, 3

"Now the Lord had said unt o
Abram, . . . . In thee shall all families o f

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given : . . . . and the
government shall be upon his shoulder ."—Isaiah 9 : 6

"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which
is Christ the Lord." "He shall be great ; and shall be called the Son o f
the Highest ; . . . And of his kingdom there shall be no end ."—Luke
2 :11 ; 1 :32, 33

"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons o f
God	 And if children, then heirs ; heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Christ : if so be that we suffer with him that we may be also glorified
together."—Romans 8 :14, 17

Joy to the world! the Lord is come! 0 earth, receive thy King !
Let every heart prepare him room And grateful tribute bring .

the earth be blessed ."—Genesis 12:1-3;
22 :16-18 ; 26:1-5

"Now to Abraham and his seed were
the promises made. He saith not, And
to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
And to thy seed, which is Christ ."—
Galatians 3 :16

"For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on
Christ	 And if ye be Christ's, then
are ye Abraham 's seed and heirs ac-
cording to the promise."—Galatians 3:
27, 29
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ourselves i. art d .rest awhile

"Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion fo r
a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sur e
foundation ."—Isaiah 28:16, 17

"For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which
is Jesus Christ," "Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone."
-1 Corinthians 3 :11; Ephesians 2 :20

"Drawing near to him, the living Stone, . . . . be you yourselves
also built up, as living stones, a spiritual house ." (1 Pet . 2:4-7 ,
Diaglott.) "For the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are ."
-1 Corinthians 3 : 17

"When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in hi s
glory."—Psalm 102 :16-22

	

.
"The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the '

nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our
God."—Isaiah 52:10

"And the angel said unto them, Fear not : for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people ." (Luke
2:10, 12-15) "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor ;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man ."—
Hebrews 2 : 9

"When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye als o
appear with him in glory." "To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne ."—Colossians 3:4; Revelation 3 :21

1,10

JOY TO THE WORL D
Joy to the world! the Lord is come! Glad tidings of great joy to all
Let saints rejoice and sing! Through this blest Gospel flow ;
He comes to claim his virgin bride, A sweet relief from every ill ,
Her triumph soon to bring .

	

And rest from all our woe .
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John had resulted in a reformation of their hearts and lives, then t o
them he was the Elijah, having accomplished for them the foretold
Elijah work. But John 's ministry failed so far as the majority in
the nation of Israel was concerned, and the alternative fulfilment
mentioned in the prophecy came upon that unhappy nation—it was
smitten with a curse—the great time of trouble which fell upon th e
Jewish people in A. D. 70-73 .

However, the Elijah effort has been carried on throughout the
age by Jesus and his church. The call to repentance has gone out
by means of the Gospel message, and is still being proclaimed b y
the faithful ambassadors of Christ . The world has not heeded the
invitation to any extent . Sin and selfishness have continued ; and
now at the very end of the age the people are increasingly "lovers
of pleasure more than lovers of God . " (2 Tim. 3 :4) Again the
alternative fulfilment of the prophecy comes, for the "curse" once
more falls in the form of the greatest time of trouble the world ha s
ever known.

Divine wisdom foresaw the failure of John the Baptist as well
as the failure of the church, but it was the divine will that the
effort should be . made—and that it continue to be made—for it is
thereby that the followers of the Master in serving now as the ligh t
of the world are being trained for the future work of the kingdom
in which mankind will be reconciled to God so universally that n o
one will need say to his neighbor, "Know the Lord" : for they shal l
all know him, "from the least of them unto the greatest of them ."
—Jer. 31 :34

CHANGE AT FIRST ADVENT

As we have already seen, the first advent of Jesus marked, : a
significant. turning point in the plan of God. Those who formerly
had been his servants in the earth were at that time set aside ; and
the church, under the headship of Christ, took their place. An
important part of Jesus' ministry therefore was to instruct his dis-
ciples concerning their proper deportment as the new light-bearers
to the world . They were not to be sent out into the world ignorant
of how they were to conduct themselves, and of the nature of the
message of truth they were to bear .

Jesus' Sermon on the Mount—from which our text is taken—i s
a part of the necessary instructions which he gave to his disciples .
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In this sermon are found largely the character qualification of those
who would be acceptable to serve as the "light of the world." Jesus
taught some features of the divine plan to his disciples, but ex-
plained that there was much which they could not understand unti l
the Holy Spirit would come upon them at Pentecost . However, they
could understand the principles of righteousness and love set fort h
in the Sermon on the Mount, for these were not the deep doctrinal
truths of the plan of God, although they were and still are funda-
mentally important .

THE BEATITUDES

The intent of much that is set forth in the Sermon on th e
Mount is summarized in the Beatitudes which appear in the be-
ginning of the sermon. When we keep in mind that these in-
structions were given to those who would become the new repre-
sentatives of God in the earth it is interesting to note that upo n
the scribes and Pharisees, who were at the same time losing their
honored position, Jesus pronounced contrasting "woes." These are
recorded in Matthew 23 :13-33 .

To his disciples Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit :
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ." To be "poor in spirit" is to
recognize one's need of divine mercy and help ; and it is this clas s
that appreciates the privileges of the high calling . Paul explained
that not many wise or rich or noble are called, and the reason is tha t
these usually feel self-sufficient . Some, however, who are wise
according to the standards of this world, as well as some who are
rich and noble, are also "poor in spirit, " for they recognize that
what they possess is of little worth .

In many instances those whom the Lord calls he first of all
humbles by permitting some trying experience to come into thei r
lives which causes them to sense their need of him . It may be the
loss in death of some dear friend, or the loss of health or wealth ;
or some other great disappointment . Many Christians can look
back to some such experience and realize that it prepared their
hearts and minds for the truth which later, in the divine providence ,
came to them .

Only those who are thus humble and realize that without Go d
they are nothing and can do nothing, is God able to use . The
scribes and Pharisees, by contrast, were proud and self-sufficient ,
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hence instead of entering into the enlarging kingdom privileges the n
• due they barred themselves, and others by the arrogant attitude
they took toward Jesus and the message of the kingdom which he
preached . See Matthew 23 :12, 13, 33 .

The contrast between those whom the Lord can use and those
whom he rejects for his service is well illustrated by the case of
the two men who went up to the temple to pray . (Luke 18 :9-14 )
The Pharisee thanked God that he was not like other men, an d
especially that he was so superior to the poor publican who stoo d
beside him in the temple . The publican, on the other hand, was
humble—poor in spirit—and he implored God to be merciful to
him, a sinner . It was this one who left the temple "justified"—that
is, his attitude of heart was pleasing to God . He was a man whom
God could use because he was "poor in spirit . "

It is this class, then, who are poor in spirit, to whom the king-
dom is given—"theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Jesus said to th e
Israelites of his "day that the kingdom would be taken from the m
and given to a nation "bringing forth the fruits thereof . " (Matt .
21:43) This new nation to whom the kingdom honors are give n
is made up of those who are "poor in spirit," for it is only thes e
whom the Lord can use . They are meet for his use because they
are as empty and broken vessels, recognizing their need of God .

THEY THAT MOURN

"Blessed are they that mourn," said Jesus, "for they shall b e
comforted . " (Matt . 5:4) The ordinary surface meaning of this
text is not wholly true to the facts, for there are millions of peopl e
in the earth who mourn but they are not all comforted; althoug h
the time is coming when joy will fill the hearts of all . The mourning .
here is apparently of the nature experienced by Jesus . Of him it
was foretold that he was a "man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief . "—Isa. 53 : 3

Jesus did not sorrow on account of his own trials, but rather
on account of the sufferings of others . He was truly sympatheti c
toward the fallen race. He wept beside the .tomb of Lazarus be -
cause he was weighed down with the sorrow with which he wa s
surrounded. Jesus felt the sorrow of the world, and realized a s
no one else could, the great need of the world . And he not only
mourned for the world but his mourning spurred him on to faith-
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fulness in laying down his life for suffering humanity .
And this is the attitude the Lord wants us to have as ambassa-

dors for Christ . In order to be the light of the world it is nec-
essary that we feel sympathetic toward the world, so sympathetic ,
in fact, that we will gladly lay down our lives as Jesus did in doing
whatever we can to bless the people, especially in the way of en -
lightening them concerning God and his plans .

The fact that God has set aside a whole thousand years in hi s
plan for the blessing of the world of mankind is no excuse for u s
to be. indifferent toward the world's needs now, and in our indif-
ference withdraw ourselves into a life of ease and self-gratification .
To use thus our knowledge of the divine plan to justify our un-
willingness to lay down our lives in the service of the truth would
mean that we are not genuine mourners, hence will not enjoy th e
real comfort which might now be ours .

And what is that comfort? The Scriptures declare that those who
water shall themselves also be watered . How true this is! The
truth cannot mean as much to us in any other way as when we
endeavor to impart it to others. And the true spirit of sympathy
toward the poor groaning creation is one of the qualifications which
God looks for in those whom he accepts as light-bearers to th e
world .

The scribes and Pharisees did not possess this quality, althoug h
they made a pretense along this line . Jesus explained that while they
offered long prayers on the streets to be seen and heard of men they
devoured widows' houses. That is to say, while outwardly they
manifested interest in the needy by praying for them in public, in
reality they were misusing their favored position to exploit thos e
whom they pretended to love . Thus they lacked this quality of
true sympathy which would help to make them acceptable serv-
ants of God .—Matt . 23 : 14

"BLESSED ARE THE MEEK"

Another qualification of those whom the Lord can use as light -
bearers to the world is that of meekness—"Blessed are the meek :
for they shall inherit the earth." (Matt. 5:5) The meek are will-
ing to be .taught and are glad to look to the Lord for instructions .
How necessary it is to seek the Lord's ways, and meekly to follo w
his instructions if our work for him is to be blessed! There ar e
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millions who profess to serve the Lord, yet their service is rendered
in harmony with their own wisdom. Such are not acceptable to
the Lord, nor is their work blessed by him .

Only the truly meek can expect to inherit the earth . They do
not inherit the earth as a home in which to live everlastingly . The
inheritance of the earth in this case is the privilege of joint-heir-
ship with Jesus in his thousand-year kingdom which is to reig n
over the earth to restore mankind to the inheritance which was
lost by reason of Adam's sin . This inheritance promised to the meek is
even now enjoyed to a limited extent in the privileges which we have
of serving as ambassadors of Christ, ministers of reconciliation—
"Ye are the light of the world ."

The Pharisees, by contrast, encompassed sea and land to mak e
proselytes .but those they converted were further away from God
than they were before. (Matt. 23 :15) It was not wrong for th e
Pharisees to compass sea and land to make converts . Properly
they considered this their responsibility, their inheritance . But
God did not bless their work because they were not meek, henc e
did not seek instruction from the Lord as to how their work wa s
to be conducted and what they were to teach the people . Instead
of teaching the Word of God, they taught the traditions of men .
How many there are today who are doing the same thing! And
it is true now, even as then, that such are not acceptable servants o f
God. God can use only those who are willing to be taught of him ,
through his Word .

THIRSTING AFTER GOD

There is something very realistic about a gnawing hunger and
a burning thirst, hence when Jesus said, "Blessed are they which
do hunger and thirst after righteousness, " he was referring to those
who have a sincere and genuine desire to know God, and to under -
stand and obey his will . David expressed a similar thought when
he wrote, "As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so pantet h
my soul after thee, 0 God. "—Psalm 42 : 1

"They shall be filled, " said the Master ; that is, those who genu-
inely desire to know and do God 's will, shall, as Jesus explaine d
on another occasion, "know of the doctrine." (John 7 : 17) This
means that they will be able to understand and appreciate the truth ,
being filled with the Lord 's Spirit. If we truly hunger and thirs t
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after righteousness it means that our study of the Word will b e
sincere and wholehearted, and with the one objective only in . mind,
which is that of knowing and serving God acceptably .

Jesus pronounced "woe" upon the scribes and Pharisees be -
cause they quibbled too much over non-essential details . They tried
to decide which was the greater, the temple or the gold of the tem-
ple ; and whether it was better. to swear by the altar or by the gift
which was upon the altar . (Matt. 23:16-22) In this we see, not
a sincere desire to know the truth, but a disposition to argue ove r
things that were unimportant. They did not truly hunger and
thirst after righteousness, hence could not be further used as God' s
representatives .

Let us, brethren, be watchful along these lines ourselves . Our
study of the Word, whether as individuals or in ecclesias, should be
with the one purpose in mind—to learn God 's will more perfectly,
and to receive encouragement to do it. Hairsplitting merely for th e
sake of argument and contention cannot be pleasing to God. Let
us be unmoveable in our stand for the great fundamentals of th e
truth, but we should not waste time disputing over details whic h
perhaps may never be settled this side of the veil.

THE MERCIFUL

"Blessed are the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy ." (Matt .
5:7) In this Beatitude we have the same . principle as set forth in
our Lord 's prayer in which we are taught to pray, "Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against, us ." (Matt.
6:12-15) The quality of mercy is so essential that the Lord has
made his mercy toward us dependent upon our exercise of merc y
toward others . This should be a sobering thought to each of u s
whenever we find ourselves harshly judging others because w e
think they do not measure up to what we have decided is God 's
standard for them.

The scribes and the Pharisees who were being set aside as
God's servants had failed to learn this lesson of mercy. They wer e
very' meticulous, Jesus explained, in paying tithes of anise and mint
and cummin, but had omitted the weightier matters of the law, suc h
as mercy and faith and judgment . (Matt. 23:23, 24) Jesus con-
cluded this "woe" by charging that while the Pharisees strained
out gnats, they swallowed camels .
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This is agood lesson for us. The Pharisees, while insisting o n
the little details of the law, and judging those who did not obe y
those details as well as they thought was necessary, failed to un-
derstand the lessons of faith and mercy which the law was designe d
to teach . Failing in this, while they strained gnats out of thei r
drinking water to make sure they did not swallow meat which wa s
unclean, by condemning those who were not as faithful in thes e
details as they demanded of them, they were failing in the exercis e
of mercy, and this failure was like swallowing a camel in com-
parison to the gnats which they were so careful to strain fro m
their own drinking water .

How this emphasizes God's displeasure with those who attemp t
to judge and condemn their . brethren. Let us be as faithful as we
can in all the little details of God 's will for us, straining out ever y
gnat; but let us not swallow camels by judging/those who may no t
seem as faithful as we think ourselves to be. To judge and con-
demn others would be a far worse sin on our part than the sup -
posed wrongdoing which we attribute to them . God is merciful ,
and he wants those who represent him as lightbearers in the worl d
to reflect his quality of mercy in their dealing with others .

HEART PURITY

"Blessed are the pure in heart, " Jesus said, "for they shall see
God . " Woe was pronounced upon the Pharisees because, whil e
they made the outside of the platter clean, the inside was corrupt .
(Matt. 5:8; 23 :25, 26) For this reason they were "blind, " and
could not "see" God. A purity which is not of the heart is hypo-
critical, hence not pleasing to God . Only the "pure in heart" may
hope to "see God . "

The true light-bearers of this age who are faithful even unto
death—"beheaded for witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God"—
will, in the resurrection, see God face to face, for they will enter into
his actual presence where there is fullness of joy. But there is a
sense also in which we may see God now, and that is through the
vision of truth .

The truth reveals the wisdom, justice, love, and power of God .
Through the divine plan we see these glorious attributes func-
tioning for the ultimate blessing of all mankind, and how we re-
joice in this vision . We not only see God in his loving plan, but
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having entered into a covenant with him by sacrifice, we "see" him
in all the experiences which he permits to come into our lives, fo r
we know that he is causing them all to work together for our good .
And purity of heart is the condition upon which God thus reveal s
himself to us ; and it is only as we see him in all his glorious beaut y
that we can effectively represent him before the world, for it is th e
light of his glory that we portray to the people .

PEACEMAKERS

Another qualification of those who serve as the light of th e
world is that they must be peacemakers— "Blessed are the peace-
makers: for they shall be called the children of God ." (Matt. 5:9 )
As ministers of reconciliation we serve as peacemakers between
God and men. Those who are "justified by faith" have peace with
God. (Rom. 5:1) Faith comes by hearing the Word of Go.d, and
as we minister the word of reconciliation some hear and in thei r
hearts is engendered a faith which justifies them and gives the m
peace with God. Thus we serve as peacemakers .

As true light-bearers in the world our influence should be fo r
peace. We should not be promoters of strife. The light of truth
itself will often stir up opposition, for the darkness hateth the light ;
but let us make sure that it is the truth which does this and no t
our own misconduct, for only thus may we be called the children
of God. Every true follower of the Master is a Spirit-begotten so n
of God, but apparently the expression in this Beatitude is use d
more particularly to denote that those who radiate peace in their
contact with others are manifesting the Spirit of God, his imag e
being reflected in them.

BLESSINGS THROUGH PERSECUTION S

Concluding, the Beatitudes speak of the rich reward of those who
are persecuted for righteousness ' sake . . (Matt. 5 : 10-12) The
Pharisees, by contrast, were of the persecuting class. (Matt. 23:
29-33) The Lord's true people should never be found among the
persecutors . Persecution is one of the weapons used by the serv-
ants of darkness to defend error; hence those who have the truth
need never resort to it.

Truth is its own defense, and if we, as light-bearers in th e
world, are filled with the truth and its Spirit we will not want t o
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persecute others . On the other hand, because darkness hateth th e
light, the, servants of darkness will continue to persecute the serv-
ants of light . The prophets of old were thus persecuted . Jesus was
persecuted, and we can be happy for any privilege we have of
suffering with Jesus, for it is only as we suffer with him that w e
will have the privilege of reigning with him.

How high, indeed, is the standard God has set for those who
qualify to serve as the light of the world! Let us remember that
those to whom this high honor was first offered lost their oppor-
tunity because of unfaithfulness . Let us therefore endeavor to be
faithful to all our privileges . Let us not hide the light under a
bushel . whether it be the bushel of our own imperfections, or on e
or more of the many excuses the flesh can find to step aside from .
the. privilege of sacri :lee. Let us continue to hold high the beacon
light of truth to guide those who may be seeking after the Lord . It
is not for us to. determine who these may be, but it is our privileg e
to be the "light of the world, " the ambassadors of him who is that
great light which eventually will lighten every man that cometb
into the world .

	 Our Hope in gesus
Our confidence in Jesus that he was the sent of God, the Re-

deemer, the Messiah, the Deliverer of his people, rests not merel y
upon the testimony of the apostles in the New Testament records ,
wonderful and convincing as these testimonies are : they gain nine -
tenths of their weight and importance from the fact that they evi-
dence the fulfilment of promises, types and prophecies given by
the Lord with more or less explicitness from time to time through -
out the preceding 4,000 years . He who does not discern something,
at least, of the divine plan of the ages in connection with our
Savior, his birth, his three and one-half years' ministry, his sacri -
ficial death, his resurrection, his ascension, etc ., fails to get the
real strength of the divine revelation, designed by the Lord to b e
the firm foundation for his people's confidence in him and in al l
the glorious things which he has promised he would yet accomplish
through this great Savior.—C. T. R .

42



A Song of Praise E 4 . .

axing - bindnes s
0How gieai !

"Because Thy loving-kindness
is better than life, my lips shall praise Thee.''—PSALM 63 : 3

His

g
OD has a kindness of nature
and disposition, a loving-kind-
ness that is general, that goes

out, in one sense of the word to all
of his creatures—not only the in-
telligent, but the unintelligent crea-
tures of his hand. He bestows his
kindness, his favors, upon the jus t
and the unjust. He sends his sun -
shine and his rain upon the goo d
and the evil . But there is a special
loving-kindness, a special love
which he reserves for those who
have lovable qualities of heart—
those who have such traits of
character as permit him thus t o
love them—as every good per -
son loves every other person who
is good and noble-hearted .

God has such a love for the holy
angels. He had such a love for
Adam before he sinned . And sinc e
the sin, he has a sentiment of
loving-kindness toward those of
Adam 's race who, realizing their
sin, desire to turn back to him and
to do his will . His loving-kindnes s
has led him to make a wonderfu l
provision for these ., I-Ie has pro-
vided that some shall be of the

earthly nature, to receive the
blessing of life everlasting here up-
on earth, after it has been brought
to edenic perfection. He has pro-
vided for others to be of the spir-
itual nature. Truly,
"There's a wideness in God's mercy

Like the wideness of the sea! "
But God does not love the wil-

ful sinner. This is in harmony with -
righteousness . We may love the
ignorant, who violate the law of
God because of a lack of knowl-
edge, of proper information ; but
we could not rightly love one who.
is wicked, whose intention of heart ,
o will, is to do wrong . God has no
love for the incorrigibly wicked .
"All the-wicked will he destroy . "
He has arranged that only thos e
who shall come into accord wit h
his righteousness may enjoy the
blessing of eternal life . These
shall have an eternity of happi-
ness; they shall be the recipients
of his loving favor everlastingly .

The Psalmist had a taste of the
loving-kindness of God in his ow n
experiences . When he was anoint -
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ed to be king of Israel, he knew us to a heavenly throne, to share in
that he had found favor in God's the rulership of the entire earth .
sight. And later, when he did No king or emperor on any
things that were wrong, God chas- earthly throne can hope to reig n
tised him, punished him in love, for more than a few brief years .
because David was a man after the But those who shall be accounted
Lord's own heart—he had a desire worthy to reign with Messiah, t o
to do right, to do God's will. As share his throne, shall reign for a
the needle of a compass may under thousand years . And this is only
certain circumstances be detracted the . beginning of their glory . Our
from its normal condition of point- Father in heaven, who is no w
ing toward the pole, just so some training and preparing us for thi s
attraction a t times influenced glorious exaltation through his on-
David and led him into a wrong ly begotten Son, with whom w e
course. But as soon as the be- are to reign, gives us the assur-
setment was past, or he was led ance that he will be with us to
of the Lord to see his sin, his heart guide our way ; that all things shall
returned fully to Jehovah, as the work together for good to us, be-
needle of the compass returns and cause we love him and are calle d
again points to ,the pole . There- according to his purpose .
fore King David declared that life So we, above all other people i n
without God's loving-kindness the world's history, have the lov-
would be worth nothing to him ; he ing-kindness of God manifested
would not appreciate his life if cut toward us . We have his exceedin g
off from the favor of the Lord . great and precious promises . We
This being the case, his lips would are the recipients of his special
always confess the Lord—tell forth love. And the more we appreciate
his loving-kindness, show forth his this love and these glorious prom -
praises .

	

ises and the bountiful provision s
Our Anointug Far Superior

	

of his grace, the more our heart s
respond in gratitude, the more hi s

And this is still more true of us loving-kindness becomes a realit y
who are now the Lord's truly con- to us, and the more are we read y
secrated children, who are daily to lay down our lives in his service .
striving to serve him and to fol- It was thus with Jesus . He pre-
low the Master. We who by the ferred the Father's favor above all
grace of God have come into cove- else . And he, through the Father' s
nant relationship with him since arrangement, opened up this ne w
the atonement for sin has been and living way for us, that we, by
made, have become sons of God, becoming his disciples, may share
and have been begotten of the Holy with him God's special loving-
Spirit . We have come thus into kindness and matchless promises ,
the anointed body of Christ . We granted only to those "who follow
have not been anointed to an the Lamb whithersoever he goeth . "
earthly throne, as was David, but Surely our lips shall praise our
our anointing does more : it anoints God! And not only so, but ou r
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pocketbooks, our bank accounts ,
and our influence shall praise him !
All that we have shall praise th e
Lord; and all that we ever hop e
to have !

"I love to tell the story! "
We who have come to realize our

Father's unspeakable favor to us
as better than this present life wit h
all it could have to give, we wh o
have joyfully laid upon his altar
every earthly good thing, every
hope and ambition, every power o f
our being, rejoice to tell the good
tidings of salvation to others. We
rejoice to sound forth the praise s
of him who hath called us out o f
darkness into his marvelous light .
The message is too good to keep !
If we could not proclaim it, it
would be as a burning fire shu t
up in our bones ; so we must tell
it. And we are willing that the
telling of it shall cost us trouble,
cost us money, cost us the misun-
derstanding and persecution of
former friends, and possibly the
breaking of home ties . We are
willing that it shall cost us the
frown of the world and of organ-
ized churchianity .

Text Applicable Only to Saints
The Prophet David in our tex t

spoke prophetically of the church
of Christ. These words could ap-
ply to none other than saints o f
God. None but those who wal k
and talk with God would esteem
his favor more precious and de-
sirable than their earthly life. If
we ask the average nominal Chris-
tian to weigh this matter, and tell
us if he would exchange this lif e
for the favor of the Lord—!putting

in one side of the balance all the
good things, hopes, ambitions,
family ties, social position, church i'-
anity, esteem of men, and putting
in the other side of the scale God's
favor—he will hesitate, and will
eventually decide in favor of th e
things of this life .

The reason for this is that such
do not highly appreciate divin e
favor. They have heard and be-
lieved certain things about the
Almighty, some of them true and
some false ; but the misrepresenta-
tion of God's character and plan ,
together with the worldly influ-
ences surrounding them, have
largely neutralized and offset an d
made noneffective the truths
which they, have learned, and the y
lack confidence in the things un-
seen. Hence worldly interests out -
weigh their appreciation of divin e
favor—ten to one.

Those who have, through th e
plan of the ages, come to see the
loving-kindness and mercy of th e
Lord are, if they are children of
God at all, being put to the test .
If they are merely glad to find
out that there is no place of eter-
nal torture, and that God's lovin g
plan includes the whole huma n
race, their hearts are not touche d
to responsiveness by this manifes-
tation of his great love . They will
go on their way, rejoicing, that they
have been delivered from th e
bondage of error, but will be lik e
the nine lepers who were healed
by the Master, yet did not retur n
to give him the glory, nor to of-
fer themselves in service to him.
And these, alas, are the majority !
We are now in the great day of
proving. Who will be able to
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stand the test in this evil time ?

God the Sun of Our Soul

a
c
r

This loving favor of God, whic h
is so appreciated by the true saints ,
is not a favor respecting futur e
prospects and hopes merely, but i t
is the blessed possession also of
the present life. Gradually thes e
come to prize the communion and
fellowship of the Lord to such a
degree that any interruption of
this communion produces misery
of soul . It brings an aching void
that nothing else can fill . This
sentiment is beautifully expressed
in the hymn we often sing :
"Sun of my soul, my Father dear ,
I know no night when thou art

near ;
0, may no earth-born cloud arise
To hide thee from thy servant' s

eyes!"
The true child of God will walk

so closely with him that nothing ,
however sweet or precious to the
natural man, will be permitted to
shut from him his Father's face . This
would be esteemed a calamity with
which nothing else could compare .
He would rather cut off anything
as dear as a right hand, or pluck
out of his life anything as pre-
cious as an eye, than that it should
come between himself and hi s
heavenly Friend, whom he has
come to love above all else beside .
God is truly to these the sun o f
their soul, without whom life
would become the blackness o f
night .

"The Darkness Hateth the Light "
Some professed disciples of

Christ may say that a Christia n
life will not cost earthly friend -
ships; that such an idea is an ex-
aggeration;' that it is an extreme
view of what is required of a
Christian; that a course which
produces such a result is an un-
reasonable one . But no! Our
Master's words are as true toda y
as when they were spoken : "If ye
were of the world, the world woul d
love his own; but because ye are
not of the world, . . . . therefore the
world hateth you." (John 15 :19 )
The declaration of the apostle still
holds good : "Yea, and all who will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suf-
fer persecution."-2 Timothy 3 :1 2

Why did the Master suffer th e
loss of social position and of favor
with the churchianity of his day?
Why did the Doctors of Divinity
and the notables among the reli-
gionists hide their faces from him?
Why did they finally become
so embittered against him that
they crucified him? Was it be-
cause of evil-doing on his part ?
Nay; for he went about doing
good. It was because he tol d
the truth . He declared truths
which they themselves recognized
as such, but with which they had
so mixed the "traditions of th e
elders" that they were too stupi-
fied, drunken and blinded to tak e
anything but a perverted view o f
our lord's work and teachings.
Their hearts were not in the righ t
attitude before God. "The dark-
ness hateth the light ."

The Master's persecutions came
not from the outside world, but
from the professed holy people of
his time . So has it ever been since,
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and so is it today . Those who no w
oppose the truth are not worldly
people outside of the churches,
with but few exceptions; but they
are zealous sectarians, whom Sa-
tan has blinded with his false doc-
trines and misrepresentations . We
are not to be surprised, therefore,
that wherever the truth goe s
it will be a sword to separate, a s
our Lord declared. These condi-
tions prove a test to the follower s
of Jesus. Are we willing to bear
the hatred, the scorn, the con-
tumely, which loyalty to the truth
brings? Is our Father 's loving-
favor more, far more, to us than
the favor and smiles of . the whole
world—even more, far more to us
than life itself?

The Glorious Harp of the Age s
If so, we can go forth in his

name, rejoicing as we go, prais -
ing him with our lips, singing th e
new song which he hath put int o
our mouths, "even the loving-
kindness of our God . " It costs
something to sing this song . Only
those who have learned to play
upon the harp of God, who have al l
its strings attuned to perfect har-
mony, can properly render thi s
"Song of Moses and the Lamb . "
Never until today has it been pos-
sible to produce such melody from
this wonderful harp ; for never be-
fore have all its chords been prop-
erly placed and attuned . Now its
music is entrancing! Then let u s
take this wonderful harp of th e
ages, and as we sweep its chords ,
let us sing with the spirit and wit h
the understanding this wondrous ,
glad new song .

—Reprint, April 15, 191 4

gesus, the Sauio r
"Thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he

shall save his people from their sins."
—MATTHEW 1:21

THE noting of those little incidentals by which divin e
providence prepared for our Savior 's birth and for the sending
forth of the Gospel message, are strengthening to the faith of the
Lord 's people . Realizing God's care in the past over even the
little things gives a foundation for confidence in his wisdom an d
provision for the features of his plan which are yet future —
the fulfilment of all the exceeding great and precious promises
which centered in him who was born in Bethlehem . And so
also a realization of the divine providence in the larger affair s
of the divine plan stimulates faith also in the Lord's providences
as respects the personal and more private affairs of his people .

—Daily Heavenly Manna



Sunday School
lessons

CHRISTIAN LIVIN G

DECEMBER 1—Acts 19 :23-30; Ephesians 6 :13-1 8

GOLDEN TEXT: "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his . mighL"—Ephesians 6:10

T HE opening of our lesson re- cepted and taught, as a complete
lates the great uproar in -equipment of spiritual armor,

Ephesus, doubtless stirred up by which he urges the brethren at
the Adversary and his agents, over Ephesus to put on . His exhorta-
the Christian teaching that there tion is based upon the fact that it
is but one God. It was feared that represents "the whole armor of
this would undermine reverence God," and that it will be urgentl y
for Diana, the goddess of the needed in order "to stand agains t
Ephesians, whose temple was lo- the wiles of the devil ."—Eph . 6:
cated in their city .

	

10-12
As on similar occasions, Paul It seems not unreasonable tha t

evidently realized that in such cir- as Paul dictated these lines in his
cumstances his ' opportunity for prison at Rome, he was reminde d
continuing public work in that dis- of the violence of the mob when h e
trict had ceased, and he departed had been obliged to leave Ephesus ,
for Macedonia. He appears never . and thought of it as one of the evi-
to have returned to Ephesus; but dences of these . wicked spirits and
when on his homeward journey he their power to deceive the peopl e
came to Miletus, he summoned the and to oppose the truth. He says
elders of Ephesus to meet him (verse 12) that "we wrestle not
there, and had that touching in- [only] against flesh and blood, bu t
terview with them which is re- against principalities, against pow -
corded in Acts chapter 20 .

	

ers, against the rulers of the dark-
The second portion of our lesson ness of this world, against spiritual

contains Paul's illustration of the wickedness [margin, or, wicke d
truth which he had so ardently ac- spirits] in high places."
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Paul's exhortation seems to ap-
ply with special emphasis to th e
day in which we are living, the
end period of the Gospel age .
In his Second Epistle to Timothy,
said to have been written at Rome
just before his beheading, Pau l
warns against "perilous times"
which, he says, shall come in "the
last days . " There he gives a de- of error . These also have on the
scription of our day, telling of the breastplate of righteousness—justi-
grievous defects of character which fication through the righteousness
would be present in those who, a t
the same time, would have a "form
of godliness . " (2 Tim. 3 :1-5) And '
in our lesson we are urged to take
unto ourselves the whole armor o f
God, that we "may be able t o
withstand in the evil day, and hav-
ing done all, to stand. "

This evil day is one wherein ev-
ery man's work is to be tried; it
is the "hour of temptation, " which ,
we are told in Revelation, would
come upon the church-of Laodicea ,
the period in which we are living .
(Rev. 3:10) These times are pe-
culiarly perilous to Christian faith ,
because of the many subtle an d
delusive forms of error which hav e
been springing up to hinder the
progress of the truth .

Probably never before this "evi l
day, " since the days of the apostles ,
was it possible to put on the whole
armor of God; and never befor e
was it so much needed. During
the last seventy years a special il-
lumination of God's Word has been
granted to his people ; the prom-
ised "armor" has been provided ,
and we have been exhorted to
make it our own, and warned that
it would be impossible to stand
without it. Some—comparatively
few—have heeded the counsel.

Carefully they have buckled on
every part, and as a consequence,
today they stand completely clothed
with the truth. Their loins are
girt about with it ; their feet ar e
shod with it ; and it covers their
head (their intellectual faculties )
as a helmet of salvation—salva-
tion from the snares and delusions

of Christ, and a righteous characte r
which the truth has developed i n
those who have received it into
good and honest hearts . In their
hands they bear the sword of th e
truth, which is the Word of God,
and which they are now able t o
use with skill and energy in de-
fense of the teachings of Christ .
The truth, too, has provided them
with a shield of faith, a sure de-
fense . against all the fiery darts o f
the great Adversary .

Thank God for such an armor !
Let us put on-and keep on—the
whole armor of God . Let us be
sure that we retain it all. God will
allow those to lose the truth wh o
do not love and treasure it . If we
would escape the delusions of thi s
evil day let us see to it that we are
in deed and in truth lovers o f
righteousness, of God's plans an d
methods . Let us receive the truth
in meekness, hold it with humilit y
and thankfulness and serve it with
energy and zeal.e. -II Thess . 2 :11-15
QUESTIONS :

Under what circumstances did Paul
discontinue his ministry at Ephesus?

Of what does the whole armor, de -
scribed by Paul, consist ?

How may we put on this armor, and
retain it?
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DECEMBER 8—1 Corinthians 11 :20-27 ; Romans 13 :13, 14;
Ephesians 5 :18-21

GOLDEN TEXT: 'fit as walk heady, as ha the ."

	

13:13

PAUL'S epistles were written to
"the saints" (Rom. 1 :7 ; 1 Cor .

1 .:2 ; ' Eph. 1:1; Phil . 1 :1; Col . 1:2 )
and not to the world ; hence, when
speaking of certain sins partici-
pated in by the most depraved, w e
are not to suppose that the saints
of the early church were given
over to these things as were those of
the world . In verse 13 the apostle i s
represented as saying to the saint s
that they should not indulge in
rioting, drunkenness chamberin g
and wantonness . It is certainly
true that saints should not indulge
in any of these things; but it i s
also true that no saint would think
of indulging in such gross miscon-
duct.

The apostle's admonition, to our
understanding, includes also thos e
sins which are less gross . He urges
us that in view of the time, and as
children of the day, we should not
engage in worldly revelries, time -
killing pleasures, and that we
should not be intoxicated with the
spirit of The world. As we wel l
know, some in the world have be-
come intoxicated with the desir e
to gain money, wealth ; others have
an intoxication for business, o r
dress, or music, or art . But the
Lord's people who have been giv-
en a view of the new day, and the
great work of God which is to be ac -

complished in that day, should be so
absorbed in His work, and in our
preparation for a share in the
kingdom, that these other matters
so alluring to the world, would be
far from our conception and ou r
course in life.

In urging the , saints to avoi d
chambering and wantonness, w e
understand him to be urging them
to continence in their social rela-
tions—that the thoughts of th e
kingdom 'shall lift their minds and
disengage their' affections to a
large extent, at least, from earthly
desires and relations . Paul makes
a statement' to the Romans of th e
same character as to the Corinthi-
ans, saying, "Brethren, the time i s
short : it remaineth, that both they
that have wives be as though they
had none, . . . . and they that use
this world as not abusing it ." (1
Cor . 7 :29-31) The apostle in thi s
epistle to the church of God o f
Corinth puts limitations to this
counsel, however, as expressed i n
verses 5-7 of the same chapter .

The apostle concludes with th e
exhortation that the saints, in
walking as in the day, shall avoid
strife and envy . Here he extend s
his view to take in sins which
would affect the welfare of the
church in general. The wrongs
previously warned against would
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be especially the concern, and. af-
fect the welfare of the individual;
but when he comes to strife an d
envy he notes qualities which reac h
out and would not only imply a
wrong condition of heart on the
part of the transgressor, which in-
dulged in would ultimately bar him
from the kingdom, but which
would be injurious to the whol e
body of Christ, the church .

These various dispositions against
which Paul warns—carelessness of
life, an overcharged or drunken
condition as respects earthly af-
fairs (Luke 21 :34), and lack of
self-restraint, self-control—would
be apt to go hand in hand with a
wrong spirit in the church . And
thus he warns against a spirit of
strife, contention, wilfulness—not
submitting to the divine Word an d
providence, but on the contrary, the
arousing of jealousies, ambitions—
on behalf of self or others—fo r
prominence in the body. To the
contrary of all this, the saints ar e
to seek more and more to put on
the Lord Jesus Christ—his meek-
ness, his patience, his gentleness ,
his forbearance, his love, his will-
ingness to be servant of all, his
temperateness and moderation in
all things, his full devotion to th e
Father, his complete submission t o
the Holy Spirit in all of his affairs.

In thus seeking to be like the

Lord the saints are to "make no
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the
lusts thereof." They will find
the flesh continually insisting tha t
it be recognized, that it be not
mortified, that plans and arrange-
ments shall be made for its com-
fort, pleasure, gratification. The
saints, however, are to make no
such provision ; they are to ignore
the flesh, to the extent they are
able ; they are to consider its tastes ,
appetites, and preferences as gen-
erally depraved, hence not to be
gratified .

They are to do this so thoroughly
that they will make no provisio n
for it, but merely provide for the
doing of the Lord's will in all
things, whether the will of the
Lord be pleasant or unpleasant ,
agreeable or disagreeable to the
flesh. Let us walk as becometh
saints, showing forth more an d
more in our life, as well as in our
speech, - "the praises of him who
hath called us out of . darkness into
his marvelous light ."—1 Peter 2 : 9

QUESTIONS :
How should we understand the ad-

monition of Romans 13 :13 ?
How would failure to observe this

exhortation affect unfavorably an in-
dividual, and probably also the church
of which he is a member ?

What does the exhortation mean, to
make no provision for the flesh?
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;► Between . Master and Slav e

CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD

DECEMBER 15—Philemon 4-20

GOLDEN TEXT: "Now the Lord is that Spirit ; and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty."-2 Corinthians 3 :17

IN PAUL 'S letter to Philemon
we find a very touching and

valuable insight into the relations
existing between the great apostle
and two of his converts . The oc-
casion of the message was the re-
turn to Philemon of one of his
slaves, Onesimus, who had run
away from ., his master, had come in .
contact with Paul Rome, and
had become a Christian .

In the time of the apostle slaves.
were subject to cruel treatment at
the hands of their. pagan masters .
If Philemon had not been a sincer e
Christian, one of Paul's sympa-
thetic disposition would have hesi-
tated to return his slave in view
of the common practice of torture
or death as a penalty for insub-
ordination . Even among the Jews
at that time slaves were considere d
on a parity with other property ,
cattle, oxen, etc . We are told tha t
the rabbis "taught that on the
death of a slave, whether male or
female—and even a Hebrew slav e
—the benediction was not to b e
repeated for the mourners, nor
condolence offered to them . "

Paul had been trained as a rabbi ,
and this letter to Philemon indi-
cates what Christianity had done
to enlarge his view of the dignity
of man as man—the high concep-
tion of the essential equality of all

before God, and the brotherhood
of all who are 'in Christ Irrespec-
tive of their birth or social stand-
ing in the world .

There . are several inspiring de-
tails in this communication . One
is the evidence of the deep_ sin-
cerity of Onesimus' conversio, and
the power of the Gospel message
it demonstrated. Probably he was
a young man, and, as a slave, had
been subjected to unfavorable en-
vironment .

Onesimus' master, Philemon,
lived at Colosse, in Asia Minor . His
slave may have been in attendanc e
upon him and heard Paul's dis-
courses there. Evidently he was
devoted to the apostle, who speaks
affectionately of him as his "so n
Onesimus, whom I have begotten
in my bonds ." Onesimus mean s
"profitable," and the apostle make s
a play on the name, saying to
Philemon that, as he had been
"un"-profitable to him in the past ,
yet in his conversion to Christ he
had become profitable to both
Philemon and Paul.

Another interesting phase of this
communication is the refinement o f
Pau l ' s character. Much as Philemo n
was indebted to him for the knowl-
edge of the Gospel, and much as
Paul would have preferred to hav e
Onesimus remain in Rome to as -
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sist him there, yet he tells Phile-
mon that he does not wish in an y
way to place him under pressure ;
he prefers that any further serv-
ice which Onesimus may render
will be by the voluntary act of his
master—perhaps by freeing him .

Paul does not make formal re -
quest that Onesimus be made a
freeman, but implies his desir e
that it be done by remarking, "Fo r
perhaps whe therefore departed for
a season, that thou shouldest re-
ceive him for ever ; not now as a
servant, but above a servant, a
brother beloved, specially to me ,
but how much more unto thee ,
both in the flesh, and in the Lord?"
—Verses 15, 16

And, too, Philemon must have
been an excellent character, one
in whom Paul could have much
confidence. He commends his lov e
and faith, toward both the Lord
and the brethren; and that the
brethren had been refreshed in
spirit by him. But he also ex-
horts Philemon to continue pro-
gressing in the narrow way : "To
the end that the fellowship of thy
faith may become energetic by a
personal knowledge of every goo d
thing that is in you toward Christ ."
(Verse 6, Rotherham) The apostle "
also expresses his complete con-
fidence that Philemon will take the
course with respect to Onesimus
which he had urged upon him . In
fact he says he has "confidence in
thy obedience . . . . knowing that
thou wilt also do more than I say . "
—Verse 21

How inspiring this brief view of
the sweet confidence and fellow-
ship that existed in the relation s
of Paul and the early church ; and

which was solely the fruit of the
glorious message of God's grace in
Christ received into good and hon-
est hearts, molding into one body
those who received the truth in
the love of it, regardless of their
position in earthly society. In his
letter to the Colossians Paul speaks
of this marvelous power of the
Gospel message .—Colossians 1 :5, 6

Another lesson we may note is
the freedom in the early church,
wherein it was recognized that
"one is your Master, even Christ ;
and all ye are brethren." (Matt.
23 :8) Not only were the individu-
als of the early church free, but
each congregation was free fro m
the control of every other congre-
gation. Even the apostles, al-
though by divine appointment
competent to direct all of the "
church's affairs, did not do so ar
bitrarily, but always respected th e
rights and liberties of each congre-
gation and of each individual
Christian. They did reprove, re-
buke, and exhort, but it was with
longsuffering and patience, and b y
pointing out the errors of doctrin e
or practice .

The entire arrangement of the
early church was based upon (1 )
confidence in the Lord, and in each
other as partakers of his spirit ;
(2) love for the Lord and for all
who possessed his spirit; and (3)
obedience to the Lord's will, in
whatever manner expressed.
QUESTIONS :

What was the occasion of Paul 's let -
ter to Philemon ?

What insight into the character of th e
principals involved does it give ?

In the early church was the genera l
atmosphere one of freedom or con-
straint?
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DECEMBER 22—John 3 :16; Ephesians 3 :14-21

GOLDEN _ s 'Thanks rain God for his unspeakable gift."
—Z Coridtlsns . 9:15

E VERY one dissatisfied with th e
status of his affairs at the

close of the year, and who find s
himself weary and heavy-laden ,
perplexed and discouraged, should
endeavor to know how to begin
the new year aright, by enterin g
into covenant relationship with the
Redeemer, who declares, "Come
unto me, all 'ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest."—Matthew 11 :2 8

The first verse in our lesson is
indeed a wonderful statement, an d
generally so considered among .
Christians of all ages; and all the
more wonderful as we come to un-
derstand the length, breadth,
height, and depth of the divine
plan of salvation . The whole mes-
sage of the Gospel is condensed
in this verse :

(1) Man's need is shown—his
perishing condition, his need of
divine help ; (2) God's love is de-
clared, and the proof of it is point-
ed out to be the gift of his Son ;
(3) Our Lord's willing co-opera-
tion in the Father's plan is evi-
denced; (4) The breadth of this
love and redemption is declared t o
embrace the whole world, and no t
merely a section, family, or class ;
(5) The limitations of divin e
grace are plainly stated—only
through a true acceptance of Christ

can any obtain ' this great bless-
ing—release from the perishin g
condition under the curse and full
reinstatement in the favor of God ,
and everlasting life .

Without the death of Jesus our
race would perish like the brut e
beast. Because of his death there
is to be a resurrection not - only of
the just who now come into har-
mony with God through faith, but
also of the unjust whose eyes have
not yet been opened to see the
grace of God in Christ . Those who
share in the "first resurrection" to
glory, honor, and immortality are
those who have been called dur -
ing the Gospel age, and who lay
aside every weight and run th e
race for the prize with patience .
(Hebrews 12 :1) These saintly ones
will constitute the royal priesthood ,
and in association with their Mas-
ter and Head, the royal Chie f
Priest, will be engaged in blessing
the world, resurrecting mankind
from sin and death during th e
thousand-year reign of Messiah' s
kingdom .

The resurrection of the church ,
symbolically speaking, begins in
the present life . These, in their
minds, rise into newness of life in
Christ. (Col. 3:1) These will be
perfected by the instantaneous
change mentioned by the apostle,
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"When this mortal shall put o n
immortality ." They "shall be
changed in a moment, in th e
twinkling of an eye" for "flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God ." They "look for the Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shal l
change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious
body ."—1 Cor . 15:50-54; Phil. 3 :
20, 2 1

It is of this class that Paul write s
in his epistle to the Ephesians ,
written when he was in prison .
He was concerned lest the exten t
of his sufferings should discourag e
the brethren at Ephesus, and so he
exhorts (verse 13), "That ye fain t
not at my tribulations for you ,
which is your glory . " His tribu-
lations were the result of his faith-
ful witness which had brought
them into the truth, to consecra -
tion, and the begetting to the new
spiritual nature .

Thus he thought of his painful
experiences as a minister of Christ ,
and he wished them to take tha t
view too. As he wrote to the
church of God at Corinth, "So
death worketh in us, but life in
you "—death to us in the flesh, but
life in the spirit for you .—2 Cor.
4 :1 2

The apostle continues thi s
thought in our lesson, which re -
cords his prayer for the brethren
at Ephesus. First of all, he men-
tions the inspiring fact that every
exhibition of fatherhood, with al l
that it means of love, provision ,
sympathy, protection, guidance, is
but a reflection—imperfect thoug h
it be—of the disposition of God
toward his children .

It is to this great and loving Fa-

ther that Paul addresses his re-
quest that "according to the riche s
of his glory" they "might b e
"strengthened with might by hi s
Spirit in the inner man . " The
intimation is that this strengthen-
ing by God's Spirit will be accom-
plished by a realization of th e
"breadth, and length, and depth,
and height; . . . . of the love of
Christ, which passeth [human]
knowledge . " Human beings ar e
limited to their natural senses an d
perceptions for the understanding
and appreciation of any subject .
But the apostle is recalling that
Spirit-begotten followers of Jesus
have a far more effective means
for their illumination, namely, the
Spirit of God, the Spirit of infinite
love that animates him in all his
plans and arrangements, and whic h
was perfectly manifested in our
Lord Jesus . It is possible, too, fo r
these, as they progress in the way ,
to become more and more animated
and controlled by the Holy Spirit,
not only illuminating their minds ,
but gradually transforming their
characters into the likeness of
Jesus.—Rom. 8:28, 29

This complete sanctification o f
the brethren was the passionate
concern and longing of the apostle.
And so he prays here that th e
brethren at Ephesus may progress
until they are "filled with all the
fullness of God . "
QUESTIONS :

What are the principal thoughts sug-
gested by the first verse of our lesson ?

When does the resurrection experi-
ence of the church begin, and when
will it be completed ?

What are the principal requests i n
Paul's prayer, recorded in the second
part of our lesson?
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* A Debtor to Both

c

TO JEW" AND GENTILE

DECEMBER 29—Acts 9 :15; 19:21 ; 23:11; 28:28-31 ;
Romans 1:13-16; 15:22-2 4

GOLDEN TEXT : "I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians ;
both to the wise, and to the unwise ." —Romans 1:14

t
. T

W
ITH the exception of the
first, the texts for today re-

fer to Paul's visit and ministry t o
the brethren at Rome. The first
verse tells of the Lord's purpose at
the time of Paul's conversion on the
road to Damascus, to use him as a
"chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings ,
and the children of Israel." Paul' s
own account of his previous activi-
ties when, as a representative of the
Jewish hierarchy, he was engaged
in the persecution of the Chris-
tians, indicates the unusual degree
of initiative and zeal he possessed .
(Acts 26 :9-11) These natural quali-
ties, and his reverence for God ,
would specially prepare him for
the particular service of the Gos-
pel message to which he was ap-
pointed by the Lord .

In every age, no doubt, God has
had similar characters to act as
leaders in carrying on his work. In
the case of Paul the special visions
and revelations which were shown
him, together with his thorough
knowledge of the law and the
prophecies, gave him such assur-
ance with respect to his message ,
and its success in finding and de-
veloping those who should con-
stitute the body of Christ, that all
else—the ordinary pursuits of hu-

man life—seemed of comparativel y
little importance. If one would
be much used in the Lord's serv-
ice it is necessary that this view
be gained and resolutely held ; and
to gain it and hold it, the sam e
course pursued by Paul must b e
ours . We, too, must view the fu-
ture with the same concentratio n
that he expressed—"Forgetting the
things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto the things that
are before, I press toward 'th e
mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus ."—
Phil . 3 :13, 14

While Paul was in Corinth he
found an opportunity to send a
message to the brethren at Rome
by one of the disciples who wa s
about to sail there . His use of thi s
opportunity resulted in the Epistle
to the Romans . It is not known
how the Church at Rome was
started. It was probably one of the
results of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pente-
cost ; for on that occasion there
were present "strangers of Rome ."
(Acts 2:10) These probably re -
turned to Rome with the bless-
ings of the Gospel, began to live
Christian lives and to preach the
truth to others ; and a company of
believers, even in the midst of that
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corrupt city, was the result of tha t
witness .

In this epistle Paul expresses hi s
joy over their spiritual prosperity,
tells them that he continually re -

. members them in prayer, and als o
is praying that he will have an
opportunity of meeting them per-
sonally, to the end that he may
impart unto them some spiritua l
gift (probably gifts of interpreta-
tions, tongues, etc., some of which
were given to many of the early
Christians by laying on of the
apostles' hands), that so they migh t
be established and progress more
rapidly in the knowledge and work
of the Lord.

It is in this connection that our
Golden Text occurs . It is a peculia r
statement, quite beyond the un-
derstanding of all except those who
feel as did Paul, that they have a n
important commission from the
Lord to proclaim his message of
grace, and that every evidence of
success . in this ministry is to be
greatly appreciated. Paul says, "I
am, debtor (I am under obligation)
both to the Greeks and to the Bar-
barians; both to the wise and to
the unwise ." Why? Because they
had done something for him? No ,
but because God through Christ
had done something for them, and
Paul, as the servant of God, wa s
charged with the commission to
preach the Gospel-to be his wit-
ness unto all nations .

Paul consistently taught that th e
work of the Gospel age is the se-
lection of the church from among
Jews and Gentiles—in all "a little
flock." (Luke 12:32 ; Eph. 4:12 ;
Psa. 116:15) These, he points out
are to constitute, with Jesus, their

Head, the "firstfruits" unto God ;
their selection to be followed b y
the millennial reign of Christ fo r
the development of the afterfruits ,
the dead as well as the living who
shall become "Christ's at his pres-
ence"—by obedience to his gra-
cious and just rule.—John 12 :32 ; 1
Corinthians 15 :22, 23

All through the New Testament
this distinction is made between
the church and its special blessings
and place in God's plan, and the
blessings for the world to follow.
The Gospel message was to b e
preached "in all the world for a
witness unto all nations ." (Matt
24:14) And it is one of the evi-
dences that we are now living in
the "end" or harvest of the Gospe l
age, that this worldwide witness i s
a matter of . history—the "sowing"
for the Gospel age having been ac-
complished while the reaping o f
the Jewish harvest was progress-
ing to a consummation. But in th e
end of the age, the harvest, another
world-wide witness was to be giv-
en. This was to be a special mes-
sage, a declaration of the fact that
the Lord was present supervising
matters in the earth preparatory t o
the establishment of his . kingdom—
"The hour of his judgment is
come" ; "Babylon is fallen" ; "Come
out of her, my people."—Rev . 3 :20 ;
14 :6, 7, 8; 18 : 4

QUESTIONS:
Under what circumstances was the

Epistle, to the Romans written ?
In what sense is the Gospel for both

Jews and Gentiles ?
Has the foretold world-wide " witness

to all nations" been accomplished? If
so, what does that fact signify ?
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The Year's Activities
"Except the Lord build the house, they labor invain that build it."---Psalm 127: 1

0N THE following pages we present the "Good Hopes" repor t
of the Dawn Bible Students Association covering the fisca l
year beginning October 1, 1945, and ending September 30 ,1946. It is a pleasure to publish this report indicating what ha sbeen accomplished by the co-operative efforts of the Lord's peopl eeverywhere . It is an encouraging report because it reveals th eself-sacrifice of the friends and their burning zeal in the service o fthe Lord, the truth, and the brethren . The report shows the workof the Lord's people as a whole, The Dawn serving merely as asteward of the funds contributed .

The radio continues to be the principal outlet for a generalproclamation of the truth. The Frank and Ernest programs arethe ones most widely used, but for several months we have bee nbroadcasting five-minute talks over a small number of stations inCanada. They have proved to be successful, and while they wil lnot be kept up continuously, will be used from time to time as th eLord opens the way. Mail response to the radio has been con-
siderably greater during 1946 than it was in 1945 . The indicationsare that it will continue to increase.

The radio work has made possible the starting of a number o fnew ecclesias during the year; and there are a great many other
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places where there is sufficient interest for ecclesias to be estab-
lished if workers were available to do the necessary calling an d
arranging for meetings. We urge that this be made a matter of
prayer, that if it be the Lord's will, more reapers may go into the
field. Seeing what is being accomplished by the radio work we
realize that it is as much for the brethren as it is for a public witnes s
of the truth. ' It is reaching and encouraging old time Bible Stu-
dents, helping them to find fellowship with the Lord 's people, as
well as creating new interest in the truth .

There has been a large quantity of free literature printed an d
distributed during the year, as the figures show . . This is a blessed
service for those who are able to take part in it . A number of the
larger ecclesias are now conducting regular Saturday afternoo n
distributions, followed in the evening by a meeting of the friends
for mutual upbuilding in spiritual things . It is hoped that others ,
both individuals and groups, might form the regular habit of dis-
tributing tracts . It is a grand way to spread the message, and
fraught with blessings for those who participate .

From now on tracts will be available which are especially suit-
able for advertising the radio programs . It is expected that by the
country wide use of these the radio audience will be still further
increased . Thus these two methods of service will complement
each other . Individuals and ecclesias may, . if they wish, place a
standing order for whatever number they can use of each ne w
radio tract as it is ready .

The pilgrim work, we have every reason to believe, has bee n
a source of rich blessing to the brethren throughout the year, an d
for this we are glad. At intervals during the year a larger number
of pilgrims were on the road than at any previous time, but ill
health and other circumstances curtailed the service of some, so
that the total number of meetings held were about the same as th e
previous year; although the average attendance has been greater.
There was an increase, however, in the number of public meeting s
addressed by the pilgrims . The general average of attendance at
public meetings was also better during this year than last . This
too has been encouraging .

Reports of . blessings received through the ministry of The
Dawn magazine have been much appreciated. Are all the truth
people of your acquaintance getting The Dawn regularly? Yo u
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will be rendering them a valuable service by checking up, and send-
ing in the names and addresses of those who are not subscribers ,
that sample copies may be mailed to them, or possibly six months '
trial subscription. The Free Subscription Fund pays for all sub-
scriptions sent to those who cannot afford to pay for their own . Those
who are in this position are urged to request the monthly visits of
The Dawn free .

We have full confidence that the work in which we are all en -
gaged is what the Lord would have us do, and that he is abundantl y
able to supply the means necessary to carry it on, so we plan the
work as nearly as we can to coincide with our "Good Hopes" of
donations to be received . There are abundant opportunities for
expanding the work along various lines, but the extent to whic h
plans will be made for such expansion will depend upon funds i n
sight .

Work in Great Britain is opening up ; and there are growing
indications of opportunities for helping our brethren and spreading
the truth in various countries on the European continent ; also in
India and other places . As to what can and will be done, it is all
in the Lord's hands . There we wish to leave it, and to ask the
friends everywhere to pray for us to be guided by the Lord, and
strengthened by him that the service may be to his glory .

BLAMELESS, NOT FAULTLES S
NO CHRISTIAN is or can he faultless before the Lord, blameless

all may and ought to be. The child that does its needlework faithfully
is commended, though not a stitch is perfect. The child is blameless,
but the work is not faultless . The Christian who lives up to his light
and ability is blameless, but in God's sight faulty . He is not always
conscious of his defects, his eyes are not as sharp as God's; his best
efforts are like the needlework of the little girl, well done for her, bu t
so defective in fact that every stitch must be removed and done agai n
by a more skillful and experienced hand .

Saints sometimes judge themselves perfect because they are no t
conscious of sin. They may be innocent, but surely not perfect . With
more light and culture they would discern defects . Others of more
experience observe them now, but they see them not, because not suf-
ficiently educated or advanced in wisdom. Jesus keeps his trusting sheep
blameless, and step by step leads them up to higher things, until finall y
he gives them his likeness in glory.—Selected
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"Good Hopes" Report
GENERAL FUND

Balance October 1, 1945
Donations

Expenditures	 7,361.60'

$ 6,988 .4 6
25,768 .07 Balance October 1, 1946 $ 3,099.15

Total	 $32 .756 .53
Transferred to other Funds 29,000 .00

Balance October 1, 1946

	

$ 3,756.53

RADIO FUN D
Balance October 1, 1945

	

$ 6,603.84
Donations	 16,022.62
From General Fund	 19,000.00

Total	 $41,626.4 6
Expenditures

	

36,080 .36

Balance October 1, 1946

	

$ 5,546 .1 0
These figures cover the cost of electri-

cal transcriptions for all the Frank an d
Ernest and other programs, and of 1,565
broadcasts, including those in Canada .
In addition, ecclesias paid for approxi-
mately 2,500 programs, making a total
of more than 4,066 broadcasts of the
truth.

TRAVELING SPEAKERS' FUND
Balance October 1, 1945

	

$ 2,226 .52
Donations	 4,234.23
From General Fund	 4,000 .00

Total	 $10,460 75

The number of class meetings serve d
by the pilgrims during the year was
1,368, with a total attendance of 47,604 .
There were 113 public meetings, with a
total attendance of 13,800 .

FREE LITERATURE FUND
Balance October 1, 1945

	

$ 3,769 .6a
Donations . .

	

.	 765 .82'
From General Fund	 6,000 .00

Total	 $10,535.50
Expenditures	 7,123 .20

Balance October 1, 1946

	

$ 3,412.30'
Free booklets and Dawns sent out an d

paid for out of this Fund, 58,868-: trac t
pages of other free literature, 5,684,300 .

FREE SUBSCRIPTION FUND

Balance October 1, 1945

	

$ 1,087 .71
Donations	 : . .

	

121 .80

Total	 $ 1,209 .51
Expenditures	 565 .75

Balance October 1, 1946

	

$ 643.76
Free subscriptions : Yearly, 562 ; six

months, 4 ; three months, 7 .

A CORRECTIO N
On page 33 of the September issue o f

of The Dawn, in paragraph one of th e
second column, the words "and the
Lord' s goat" should be omitted from
the first sentence of the paragraph .

WE REGRET
Due to excessive duty charges, cir-

culars advertising Studies in the Scrip-
tures, as well as all types of greeting

cards supplied by The Dawn, shoul d
not be ordered by our Canadian readers .

A NEW TRACT
Another new tract especially suitable

for advertising the Frank and Ernest
radio programs will be ready for dis-
tribution in February . Ecclesias may
have imprint of principal Sunday meet-
ing if desired. Send orders as early
as possible to be assured of delivery
in time for February distribution.
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SPEAKERS' APPOIN`I'METj`I'S

H. E. ANDERSO N
New Haven, Conn . (Morning) Dec. 15
Waterbury, Conn . (Afternoon) . . .

	

15
W. T. BAKER

New Haven, Conn	 Dec	 3
Waterbury, Conn	 4
Hartford, Conn	 5
Springfield, Mass	 6
North Brookfield, Mass	 7, 8
Worcester, Mass	 9
Lynn, Mass	 1 0
Boston, Mass	 1 1
Providence, R . I	 :	 1 2
New Bedford, Mass	 1 3
Groton, Conn. (Evening)	 14
Groton, Conn. (Morning)	 15
New London, Conn . (Afternoon) 15
Philadelphia, Pa	 22
Brooklyn, N . Y	 29

F.A . . BRIGHT
Allentown, Pa .: . . . :	 Dec .

	

1
York, Pa. (Evening)	 2 1
York, Pa . (Morning)	 22
Lancaster, Pa. (Afternoon)	 22

E. L. FOWLER
Riverside, Calif . (Morning) . . Dec .

	

1 5
Pomona, Calif . (Afternoon) . . . .

	

1 5

LEVI JACOBS
Brooklyn, N. Y	 Dec . 29

G. S. KENDAL L
Muncie, Ind.

	

. . . Nov. 30, Dec	 1
Richmond, Ind.'	 2, 3
Piqua, Ohio	 4, 5
Columbus, Ohio	 6-8
Toledo, Ohio	 9, 1 0
Cleveland, Ohio	 11, 12
Pittsburgh, Pa	 Dec . 13-15, 22-2 7
East Liverpool, Ohio	 16, 1 7
Washington, Pa	 1 8
Brooklyn, N. Y	 2 9

P. KOLLIMAN
Binghamton, N. Y	 Dec. 22
Cleveland, Ohio	 27

Chicago, Ill	 Dec . 29-Jan.

	

1
Toronto, Ont., Can	 5

R. A. KREB S
Iowa Park, Tex	 Nov . 30, Dec.

	

1
Electra, Tex	 2, 3
Nocona, Tex .

	

4, 5
Bowie, Tex	 6
Dallas, Tex	 8, 9
Greenville, Tex	 1 0
Mt . Pleasant, Tex	 11, 1 2
Corsicana, Tex	 13
Houston, Tex	 1 5
Galveston, Tex	 16, 17
Donna, Tex	 19, 20
San Antonio, Tex	 21, 25
Austin, Tex	 22, 23
Phoenix, Ariz .

	

. . Dec . 29-Jan	 1
Los Angeles, Calif	 5

L. P. LOOMIS
Paterson, N. J	 Dec. 22

J. Y. MAC AULAY
Augusta, Ga . .

	

Dec.

	

I
Orlando, Fla	 3, 11
Tampa, Fla	 4
St. Petersburg, Fla	 5, 6, 1 0
Miami, Fla	 7, 8
Sarasota, Fla	 9
Jacksonville, Fla	 12,13
Mobile, Ala	 15-17
Houston, Tex	 20
Galveston, Tex	 21, 22
Corpus Christi, Tex	 23
Donna, Tex	 24, 25
Phoenix, Ariz . . .. . . . . Dec . 29-Jan	 1

E . R . MAC JILTON
Duquesne, Pa	 Dec.

	

1

W. S. MARSHALL
Belfast, Me	 Dec	 1
Portland, Me	 8
Orland, Me	 15
Bangor, Me	 22, 29

EDWARD MAURE R
East Liverpool, Ohio	 Dec	 8
Monessen, Pa	 2 2
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CONVENTIONS

EVERETT MURRAY Jackson, Mich	 8
Detroit, Mich . 9Chicago, Ill 	 Dec. 29-Jan . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kent, Ohio	 12, 13

A. OBENLAND Pittsburgh, Pa	 15
Cleveland, Ohio	 17Phoenix, Ariz	 Dec. 29-Jan. 1 Nelsonville, Ohio 	 22

J. M. PATTERSON 2 7Cincinnati, Ohio
Chicago, Ill 	 Dec . 29-Jan. 1

Kansas City, Mo. . . Nov. 30-Dec . 1
G. R. POLLOCK

Whittier, Calif	 Dec .
Phoenix, Ariz	 Dec . 29-Jan .

M. A. STAMULAS

BRITISH APPOINTMENTS

G. A. FORD
Kettering	 Jan . 26

Paterson, N . J	 Dec.
Wilmington, Del. (Morning)	

8
22 H . R . KIPPS

Anerley (London)	 Jan .Baltimore, Md. (Afternoon)	 22 1 9

F. S. WASSMAN N
Hartford, Conn	 Dec . 15

F. LINTER
Warrington	 Dec . 8
Lincoln	 Jan . 12

G. M. WILSON Leigh, Lancs	 Jan . 26
Jacksonville, Fla	 Dec .
Columbus, Ohio . .

	

. .
1
8 J. H. MURRAY

Chicago, Ill 	 Dec . 29-Jan . 1 Maidstone . . . .

	

Jan . 12

'

	

W. N. WOODWORTH
Brooklyn, N. Y. (3 P. M .) . . Dec . 8

W. MERCER
Stockport

	

. . Jan . 5
Paterson, N. J . :	
Chicago, Ill .

	

.
1 5
26 C. T. WARD

Phoenix, Ariz .

	

. . Dec . X29-Jan . 1 Luton	 Jan. 19
Los Angeles, Calif	 Jan. 5 The

	

following

	

appointments have
E. G. WYLAM been arranged by the Aldersbrook Ec-

Mattoon, Ill	 Dec. 15
clesia .

	

(secretary : W. R. Chandler, 2 9
Woodlands Avenue, London E . 11 )

H . L . YOUN G
Reading, Pa	 Dec.

C . W. ZAHNOW
Saginaw, Mich	 Dec .

1

1-7

E. ALLBON

15

Luton, Beds	 Dec.
W. E. PAMPLIN G

Kettering, Northants	 Dec .

CONVENTIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Dec. 8—One day
gathering sponsored by the Columbus
and Newark, Ohio, Ecclesias, in the
Colonial Room, Southern Hotel, High
and Main Streets. Opens for fellow-
ship at 9 o'clock . Luncheon ($ .95) i n
private dining room, on advance reser-
vation to the secretary before Decembe r
4. For further information, write to

the secretary, Mrs . Irene Greene, 76
N. Princeton Ave., Columbus, Ohio .
Speakers: Brothers G. S. Kendall and
G. M. Wilson .

REXFORD, N. Y., Dec. 8—Home of
Chas . F . Plath, R. F. D ., 1 . Take Sara-
toga Bus at Schenectady and get off
at Blue Barns.
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SAGINAW, MICH., Dec . 8—311 N . Jef-
ferson Street .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Dec. 15—Regu -
lar third Sunday gathering. Pioneer
Hall, .Main Floor, Lumber Exchang e
Bldg., 5th and Hennipen Avenues .
PITTSBURGH, PA., Dec. 15—One day
gathering in O. of I. A. Temple, 610
Arch Street, N . S . . Convention opens
at 9 :45 a . m. Speakers : Brothers G .
S . Kendall and C. W Zahnow. Tea and
coffee will be served to those bringin g
their lunch.
DETROIT, MICH., Dec . 22—All day
gathering, Maccabees Bldg ., Woodwar d
Avenue at Putnam .
BROOKLYN, N. Y., Dec. 29—All day
gathering, 104 Clark Street . Speakers :
Brothers W . T. Baker, Levi Jacobs, an d
G. S Kendall .
TOLEDO, . OHIO, Dec . 29—All day
gathering, American Room, Fort Meig s
Hotel . For details, write to the sec-
retary, Mr. C .W. Smith, 2724 Eldora
Drive, Toledo, 12, Ohio
WEATHERFORD. TEX., Dec . 29—Al l
day gathering in Zion Hill Schoolhouse ,
near Weatherford.
CHICAGO, ILL., Dec. 29-Jan. 1—"Our
Convention opens at 9 :45 Sunday morn-
ing, and will continue four days—
through January 1 . All sessions will
be held in Central Masonic Temple,
910 N . LaSalle Street, in the usual large
auditorium. Services will include a
special Watchnight Meeting, and ampl e
time will be arranged for fellowship
between the meetings . Meals will be
served in the building. Accommoda-
tions in the homes of friends will b e
arranged as far as possible. For fur-
ther information and reservations, writ e
to the secretary, Mr. Adam Miskawitz ,
937 N . Karlov Avenue, Chicago, 51, Ill .
It is expected that the following breth-
ren will serve : Brothers J L. Butler,
St. John's, Newfoundland ; Peter Kolli-
man, Rutherford, N . J . ; Edward Fay ,
Los Angeles, Calif. : Everett Murray,
Columbus, Ind. ; L. H. Norby, Minnea-
polis, Minn . ; C. A. Sundbom, Saginaw,
Mich . ; G M. Wilson, Pittsburgh, Pa. ;
and C. W. Zahnow, Saginaw, Mich .
Other speakers are also in prospect."

PHOENIX, ARIZ ., Dec. 29-Jan. 1—All
services for the four day conventio n
will be held in the Roosevelt Neighbor -
hood House, Southern Avenue and 7th
Street. The following speakers are ex-
pected to serve : Brothers J . B . Brown,
Los Angeles, Calif. ; J. W. Cole, Buen a
Park, Calif . ; L. Paul Davis, San Lui s
Obispo, Calif ; W. L. Evans, Lon g
Beach, Calif . ; Earl Fowler, Los Angeles,
Calif . ; R. A. Krebs, Rutherford, N. J . ;
J . Y. MacAulay, Rutherford, N . J . ;
A Obenland, Cleveland, Ohio; G. R .
Pollock, Los Angeles, Calif; J . H. L .
Trautfelter, Baltimore, Md . ; and W. N .
Woodworth, Rutherford, N . J .
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.,—Jan. 5—De-
tails later .

BRITISH CONVENTIONS

ALDERSBROOK ECCLESIA, Jan. 4, 5—
High Road, Ilford, Essex . A cordial
invitation is extended to all . For de-
tails, write to the secretary, Mr . W. R .
Chandler, 29 Woodlands Ave ., Wan-
stead, London, E . 11.
WARRINGTON, ENGLAND —We are
informed that the annual Easter Con-
vention which has been held at War-
rington, Lancashire, for the past fourteen
years, and which has been the mean s
of much blessing to many brethren
throughout the country . is once again
to be held, D. V ., next Eastertide .

GIFT SUGGESTIONS

CHRISTMAS CARDS . Sunshine Line :
No . 36, twelve for fifty cents .

POEM POSTCARDS . Selected poems
on duplex pastel stock, twenty cent s
a dozen .

BRADLEE FOLDERS. General as-
sortment of texts and messages, five
and ten cents apiece. Birthday mes-
sages, ten cents each. New assortment .
Christmas cards, five and ten cents each .

BOXED STATIONERY. Five assorte d
Scripture texts at top . Pastel blue. 75
sheets, 50 envelopes, $1.00 per box.

CROSS AND CROWN EMBLEMS :
Pins and buttons, $2 .85 ; Pendants, $3.60.
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) Bible Keys—Over Three Thousand Pages

BLUE CLOTH, *3.75 POSTPAID '

Volume 1: The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth, 50 cents ; 10 or more
40 cents ; Paper bound, 25 cents ; 10 or more, 18 cents .

Volume 2 : The Time is at Hand—Blue cloth, 50 cents .
Volume 3: Thy Kingdom Come—Blue cloth, 50 cents .
Volume 4: The Battle of Armageddon—Blue cloth, 85 cents .
Volume 5 : The Atonement Between God and Man—Blue cloth, 85 cents .
Volume 6: The New Creation—Blue cloth, 85 cents .

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS

As Angels of Light—Discusses the
Sect of spiritualism .
Christ Has Returned—Rationalizes a
much misunderstood subject.
God and Reason—Supplants credulity
with faith.
God's Plan—Reveals progressive nature
of God's purpose.
Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives definite
assurance of future life .
The Truth About Hell—Examines en -
tire testimony of the Bible on thi s
vital subject.

The Everlasting Gospel—Discusses sab-
bath and millennial doctrines: 15 cents ;
25 or more, 10 cents each .
Berean Questions—On "The Divin e
Plan of the Ages" : Paper bound, 10 cents .
Chosen People—Historically revealing,

FREE BOOKLETS

God's Hand in the Affairs of Men—
Proves God's love through the ages .
The End of the World—Presents bibli-
cal truth concerning this important sub -
Ject.
God's Remedy—The only solution .
God's Restitution Project—Will work .
Good News—Refreshing.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
Reveals error of trinity doctrine .
The Judgment Day—Removes gloom .
Divine Intervention Near—Reassuring .

prophetically informative: 15 cents; 25
or more, 10 cents each .
"Created He Them"—Refutes evolution
theory: 15 cents; 25 or more, 10 cents
each.
Daily Heavenly Manna—Deluxe edi-
tion, $1.25 ; Cloth bound, 50 cents.

Free Literature—Tracts, Kingdom Cards, Consolation Cards, etc ., in any quan-
tjtY desired. Write for information or place an order .
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consecrated believers in Christ's -atonement for sin
progresses; and when the last of these "living stones,"

"elect and precious," shall have been made ready, the great
Master Workman will bring all together in the first resur-
rection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be
the meeting place between God and men throughout the
millenniurn: Rev. 15:5-8

HAT the basis of hope for the church and the world
lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God
tasted death for every man," "a ransom for all," and

will be "the true light' which lighteth every man that comet h
into the world," "in due time"—Heb . 2 :9; John 1:9;1 Tim. 2 :5, 6

HAT the hope of the church is that- she may be like
her Lord, "see him as he is," be a partaker of the
divine nature and share his glory as his joint-heir.—1

John 3:2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8:17; 2 Pet. 1 :4

HAT the present mission of the church is the per-
feetir,g of the saints for the future work of service ; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God's witness to

the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests in
the next age.—Eph . 4:12; Matt . 24:14; Rev. 1 :6; 20:6

HAT the hope for the world lies in the blessings o f
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all b y
Christ's millennial kingdom—the restitution of . all that

was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at th e
hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church-when
all the wilfully wicked willbe destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23
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