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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S
BROTHER J . A . BELL

Passaic, N . 3	 April 1 8

BROTHER C . P . BRIDGE S
Boston, Mass	 April I t

BROTHER DAVID DINWOODIE
Baltimore, Md	 April 11

BR,OT:EIER EDWARD FA Y
Camden, N . J	 April 4
Allentown, Pa	 :I1
Passaic, N. J	 2 5

BROTHER J . C. JORDAN
Duquesne ; Pa	 April 11

BROTHER E . W. KEIB
Duquesne, Pa	 April 18

BROTHER PETER IiOLLIMAN
Camden, N . J	 April 11

BROTHER HENRY KRUEIM
Wilmington, Del	 April 4

BROTHER J . C. LAIRD
Wilmington, Del	 April 25

BROTHER OSCAR MAGNUSON
Brooklyn, N . Y	 April 4
Camden, N . J	 1 8
Wilmington, Del	 1 8

BROTHER MARTIN MITCHELL
Passaic, N. J	 April 11

BROTHER ROBERT NAS H
San Bernardino, Calif	 April 11
Hawthorne, Calif	 1 1

BROTHER WALTER SARGEAN T
Vancouver, B . C	 April 2-4
Lynden, Wash	 5
Seattle, Wash ., and vicinity . . . . 6-8
Victoria, B . C	 10, 1 1
Port Angeles, Wash	 :	 1 2
Seattle, Wash ., and vicinity	 13-1 9
Ellensburg, Wash	 20, 2 1
Grandview, Wash	 22, 2 3
Spokane, Wash	 24, 2 5
Calgary, Alberta	 27-2 9

BROTHER J . S. V. SIDDONS
Camden, N . J	 April 25

BROTHER GEORGE RIPPER
San Diego, Calif	 April 18

BROTHER J . II . L . TT RAUTFILTER
Wilmington, Del	 April 11

BROTIIER, G . M. WILSON
Duquesne, Pa	 April 4, 1 8
East Liverpool, Ohio	 1 1

BROTHER W. N. WOODWORT H

Allentown, Pa	 April 1 1
Tonawanda, N . Y	 1 3
Detroit, Mich	 1 4
Ypsilanti, Mich	 1 5
Jackson, Mich	 1 6
Grand Rapids, Mich	 1 8
South Bend, l .nd	 1 9
Aurora-Batavia, Ill	 2 0
Rockford, ill	 2 1
Beloit Wis	 2 2
Madison, Wis	 2 3
Rochester, Minn	 24
Minneapolis, Minn 	 2 5
Colby, Wis	 2 6
Junction City, Wis	 2 7
Lake Mills, Wis	 2 8
Waukesha, Wis	 2 9
Milwaukee, Wis	 3 0
Chicago, Ill	 May 1, 2

ITEMS OF
NEW EDITION OF DIVINE PLAN NOW READY .

The Divine Plan of the Ages, standard textbook o f
Bible Students for fifty years, alr eady has a cir-
culation of many millions of copies ; but still there i s
a demand for it : and it is our hope that the new, cloth-
bound edition which is now ready will increase this de-
mand. It is the book supreme for imparting a full ,
rounded-out knowledge of God's plan for human re-
demption . Friends in various places are considering
the possibility of taking up the pastoral work throug h
the use of The Divine Plan of the Ages ; and furthe r
announcements will be made in the event that plan s
along this line develop further .

The new edition is printed on a good grade of 'an-
tique-finish, white book paper, and is bound in blue
cloth, with title stamped in gold . It is well made an d
attractive. Single copies postpaid to any address, 5 0
cents . In lots of 10 or more, 30 cents each, plus pos-
tage . Special arrangements will be made for those wh o
desire to use these books in the colporteur work .

We take this occasion to express our appreciation t o
the Pastoral Bible Institute for the use of their plate s
in the preparation of this new edition of the Divin e
Plan .

INCIDENTAL PUBLICATIONS . In addition to th e
Divine Plan of the Ages, we have a variety of inci-
dental truth publications dealing with specific subjects ,
and all calculated to stimulate interest in a furthe r
study of the truth . A list follows :

"God and Reason, " 128 pages, paper-bound, 20 cents
each, 7 copies for $1, postpaid.

INTEREST

"Zionism in Prophecy," 64 pages, 20 cents, 7 copie s
for $1, postpaid .

"Evolutionists at the Crossroads, " :1.28 pages, 2 5
cents each, 6 copies for $1, postpaid .

"The Truth About Hell," 32 pages, 10 cents each ,
in lots of 10 or more, 5 cents each, postpaid .

" God's Plan in Brief," 100 pages, 15 cents each ,
postpaid .

"Hymns of Dawn," a reproduction of the origina l
_Millennial Dawn Hymn Book, cloth-bound, 85 cent s
single copy, lots of 15 or more 73 cents each, lots o f
100 or more, 64 cents .

FREE TRACTS . Order as many of these as yo u
can use . Send for samples in order that you may selec t
the kind desired. in lots of 1,000 or more, we will b e
glad to print your local address on the tracts you use,
if you so desire . We also supply circulars for adver-
tising public meetings, free .

The Dawn, 136 Fulton St ., Brooklyn, N . X .

ROUTING AGENT FOR NORTHWEST . In addi-
tion to the brethren named in the March issue of Th e
Dawn who will serve in arranging pilgrim schedules ,
we are glad to announce that Brother Clifford R Miles ,
1108 West 61st Street, Seattle Wash ., Will take care
of this work in the Northwest .

(Convention announcements on pages 32, 33)
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Spirits in Prison—Interesting facts concerning ancien t
and modern spiritism ; and how Jesus preached to th e
wicked spirits in prison .
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Called, Chosen and Faithful—An examination of the ar-
guments for and against the theory that the door to th e
High Calling is now closed .
The Vital Test of Christian Discipleship—A timely re -
minder of what constitutes the real goal of true Chris-
tian endeavor . No subject more im portant for Christian s
to consider.
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KNOW THY BRETHRE N
Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them

through Thy truth, Thy Word is
truth." To what extent has th e
truth of the Bible been understood
and adhered to down through th e
centuries? The article, '' Know
Thy Brethren," deals with thi s
question in an interesting manner ,
quoting liberally from available his-
torical records .

THE LORD'S JEWEL S
The first installment of this arti-

cle appeared in the March issue.
The discussion in the May Dawn
will deal with the individual char-
acteristics of the various kinds of
jewels, and bow these illustrate im-
portant phases of Christian charac-
ter development .

TRUTH GENERAL AND TRUT H
DISPENSATIONAL

An article which is well calculat-
ed to increase our appreciation of
the wonderful truths of the divin e
plan which in the Lord's providence
have been brought to light durin g
the harvest period of this Gospel
age .

PARADISE AND HEAVE N
This will be the last article in th e

general series "Hope Beyond th e
Grave," and will examine Scrip-
tural testimony concerning para-
dise and heaven . It will also dea l
with the question as to whether
Enoeh, Elijah, and others of the
Old Testament period are now i n
heaven . Also whether Christians i n
this age go immediately to heaven
at the moment of death .

JEWISH DEPARTMENT
Promised for this month, but de-

layed .

2

4

9

14
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"THEY SHALL COME AGAIN "

N MARCH 18 last, all America was horri-
fied by news of the gas explosion in a rura l
school house in New London, Texas, whic h
snuffed out the lives of half a thousand chil -

dren—nearly all in the building at the time . This
catastrophe, probably the worst of its kind in history .
raised the question anew of what God has to do wit h
matters of this kind . Did He cause the explosion ?
If so, for what purpose? Could He have prevented
it ? If so, why did IIe not use His power to save th e
lives of those helpless children ?

Vaile the news of the death-dealing explosion i n
New London was heart-rending and sad ; while i t
brought intense sorrow to the hundreds of parent s
whose children were thus suddenly and cruelly wrest-
ed from them ; yet, in reality there were many mor e
than this number of minors who went down into
death that very same hour, about which we know bu t
little and consider less . We refer to the hundreds o f
infants and children that die from so-called "natural "
causes every hour of every day—a casualty list tha t
started with the death of Abel, and has continued t o
mount with increasing momentum ever since . View-
ed from this comparative standpoint, the New Londo n
calamity is but a small and incidental ripple on th e
ever-swelling tide of death and sorrow with which
mankind is afflicted .

Why does God permit evil ?
This is a question that has puzzled thinking me n

and women in all ages . The only satisfactory ans-
wer to it is that which is disclosed by the plan o f
Cod as outlined in the Bible . Thousands have been
comforted by understanding the divine plan, mad e
plain to them through the book, "The Divine Plan o f
the Ages," published first in 1886, a new edition o f
which is now available . The divine plan reveals tha t

Mc God permits evils of this kind, He is not direct-
ly responsible for them ; and that this divine permis-
sion is for the purpose of giving mankind an actua l
experience with sin and its results ?

God 's love and pity in the permission of suffering
and death are readily seen in the provision He ha s
made to restore life to all who have died . The perio d
during which this is to he accomplished is describe d
by the Apostle Peter as "times of restitution of al l
things, which God bath spoken by the mouth of al l
His holy prophets since the world began ." (Acts 3 :
19-21 .) These "times of restitution," the apostle dis-
closes . are to follow the second coming of Christ . It
is for this reason that present world events which in-
dicate so clearly that we are living in the "last days . "
should cause all students of the Dille to reioice . b' -
cause it means that the wonderful era cf the yy,-orl :1 ' s
blesStng' is near, yea, °i~ en at the (iOnrS,

A mass destruction of children, which was prob-
ably much greater than that of the Texas catastrophe ,
was that ordered by Herod about two years after th e
birth of Jesus . The total number of male childre n
thus put to death in Judea is not given in the Bible ,
hut it must have been tremendous . In Jeremiah 3 1
there is a prophecy concerning this in which thes e
murdered children are said to be in the "land of th e
enemy"—the land of death. The Lord comforts th e
parents of these children, and all other parents, with
the words : "Refrain thy voice from weeping an d
thine eyes from tears, . . . for thy children shall come
again from the land of the enemy . "

This, then, is the message of comfort which we are
privileged to speak to a sorrowing world today . A
message that sets forth the hope of the resurrection .
Through the influence of the dark-age creeds, death
is rendered even more horrible than it otherwise
would be, due to the fear of what might lie beyond
the grave . But the Bible portrays all the dead a s
being "prisoners of hope," being temporarily held i n
the great prison house of death, where there is "n o
knowledge, wisdom nor device," and where all ar e
sleeping until the morning of the new day when the y
"shall hear the voice" of the Son of man, and "shall
come forth . "--John 5 :28 .

THE SIT-DOWN STRIKE EPIDEMI C

THE SIT- DOWN strike is one of the latest in-
novatiens in the grim life and death struggle between
capital and labor . The spirit of the "sit clown" strike s
has gripped the nation so tightly, that even schoo l
children are attempting it as a method of getting thei r
own way with their teachers . And not alone in Am-
erica, but in other parts of the world as well ; and
among all classes of those who "work for a living, "
even among some who don't, the sit-down fever i s
spreading .

Coptic monks, in Egypt, go on a sit-down strik e
because they are deprived of some of their libertie s
of visiting the townsfolk adjacent to the monastery
in which they are supposed to live a life of separation
from the world . Geisha girls (professional enter-
tainers) in japan, betake themselves in a body to on e
of the "holy" temples and sit down therein, refusing
to move until their demands are complied with . In
factories, department stores, restaurants, laundries ;
and . . in fact, in almost every line of occupation, peopl e
scent to be getting the idea that they are out of styl e
unless they take their turn at "sitting down on the
job . -

And the sit-clown strike is far more difficult fo r
the employers to deal with than the old-fashioned
"walk out ." The laborer has learned by experience,
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that with more than ten million people out of work ,
the risk of having his job taken by another in th e
event he walks away from it is becoming too great to
take a chance . But when he sits down right in the
factory, and defies the owners and the civil authori-
ties to touch him, it presents a problem that is caus-
ing no little concern to both big and little busines s
interests the country over .

The menace of the sit-down strike is becomin g
so ominous that government authorities are express-
ing fear that it will lead to a dictatorship in America .
Obviously, if two opposing parties cannot reach a n
agreement, and it is necessary that the controversy b e
stopped, a powerful influence from the outside mus t
be brought to bear upon them ; and similar conditions
that have developed elsewhere in the world indicat e
that "dictatorship " is the usual solution to the prob-
lem—alhough all will not agree that it is a very sat-
isfactory one . On March 24 President Roosevel t
"moved" to take some definite action in the crisis .

The student of the Bible, however, need not h e
concerned over the final outcome of this struggle o f
classes vs . the masses, because he will find from th e
sacred Word that this very condition of things was
foreknown of God and foretold by Him thousands o f
years ago, as that which would clime- : the reign o f
sin and death, and which would immediately preced e
the establishment of the Messianic Kingdom . To
the student of prophecy, therefore, the sit-clow n
epidemic, no matter what its final outcome may be ,
is seen as but another skirmish, so to speak, in th e
grim battle which is destined to humble and prepar e
all classes of the world to receive its new King, th e
Prince of Peace. Writing more than fifty years ag o
on the rapidly developing controversy between th e
Rightists and the Leftists, the author of the "Divin e
Plan of the Ages," said :

The two rival parties to the battle are already vis-
ible . Wealth, arrogance and pride are on one side, an d
widely-prevailing poverty, ignorance, bigotry and a
keen sense of 'injustice are on the other . Both, impelle d
by selfish motives, are now organizing their forces al l
over the civilized world . With our eves anointed wit h
truth, wherever we look we can see that the sea an d
the waves are already roaring and lashing and foamin g
out against the mountains, as represented in the at -
tempts of anarchists and discontents whose number s
are constantly increasing' . We can see, too, that th e
friction between the various factions or elements o f
society is rapidly getting to the point described by th e
prophets, when the earth (society) will be on fire, an d
the elements will melt and disintegrate with the mutu-
ally generated heat .

"But the saint should take no part in this struggle .
His consecration vow was that he would strive an d
grasp and run for a higher, a heavenly prize, and henc e
he is weaned from earthly ambitions, and labors no t
for earthly things, except to provide things decent an d
needful ; for he 'is giving heed to the course and ex -
ample of the Master and the apostles .

	

-
"By probing and inflaming either real or fancie d

wounds and wrongs, we would do injury to those w e
should be helping and blessing, thus spreading their

3

discontent, and hence their trouble. But by fulfillin g
our mission, preaching the good tidings of the ranso m
given for all, and the consequent blessings to come to
all, we shall be true heralds of the Kingdom—its am-
bassadors of peace . Thus it is written, "I-low beauti-
ful upon the mountains [kingdoms] are the feet o f
him [the last members of the body of Christ] that
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, tha t
bringeth good tidings of good .'—Isaiah 52 :7.

"The troubles of this `Day of Jehovah' will giv e
opportunity for preaching the good tidings of coming
good, such as 'is seldom afforded, and blessed are they
who will follow the footsteps of the Master, and be th e
good Samaritans binding up the wounds and pouring
in the oil and wine of comfort and cheer. The assur-
ance given such is that their labor is not in vain ; for
when the judgments of the Lord are in the earth, th e
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness ."—
Isaiah 26 :9 .

MAN A WORSHIPPING CREATUR E

ONE of the human characteristics which makes
man so distinctly different from all other earthly
creatures is his instinctive desire to worship a higher
power . While individuals may for a time seem to suc-
cessfully suppress this natural desire, and live thei r
lives wholly apart from religious influence, yet it i s
just about impossible to entirely destroy in the heart s
of the masses, the remnant of this quality which wa s
originally implanted in the human breast . It was
tried in Russia, but latest reports from there indicat e
that the effort is not proving to be as successful a s
the authorities had hoped it might be .

The Russian newspaper, Izvestia, declares tha t
there has been an "alarming decrease" in the forces
organized to stamp out religion in Soviet Russia . It
said that the resulting situation was "intolerable . "
The number of Bezbojniks, members of the militan t
Godless League, in Russia, has fallen from 5,000,000
in 1923 to less than 2,000,000, and the organization
has ceased to exist in many provinces, the newspape r
asserts . Anti-religious work in thousands of village s
has been discontinued as the Communist yout h
leagues have abandoned work among Russian youths .
Lectures and propaganda in factories and workers '
clubs also have ceased .

An interesting dispatch from Russia, published in
the New York' Times, of March 21, tells of many i n
the Russian Underworld, who, when given assuranc e
by the government that they would be given a chance ,
gave themselves up to the authorities, confessed thei r
wrong doings, and now are being given an opportun-
ity to `make good .' The dispatch indicates that thi s
is having a powerful influence for good on the en-
tire Underworld population of Russia . How quickly
the people of Russia and the whole world will yield t o
the influence of the true religion of mercy and kind-
ness ; and how glad all will be, when the Messiani c
Kingdom is established, to learn of the true God .
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SPIRITS IN PRISON
For Christ also bath once suf-

fered for sins, the just for the un-
just, that He might bring us to God ,
being put to death in the flesh, bu t
quickened by the spirit : by which
also He went and preached unto the
spirits in prison ; which sometim e
were disobedient, when once the
longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is ,
eight souls were saved by water . "-
1 Peter 3 :18-20 .

THAT the truth of God's Word
cannot be properly understood an d
appreciated except by taking into ac -
count its entire testimony on a given
subject, is well illustrated by its sev-
eral statements concerning the condi-
tion and whereabouts of Jesus dur-
ing the interim between His deat h
and His resurrection .

In an Old Testament prophec y
concerning Jesus, quoted by th e
Apostle Peter, and applied by hi m
to the death and resurrection of th e
Master, Jesus is said to have been
in hell . (Psa. 16 :10 ; Acts 2 :27-32 . )
Through a misunderstanding of wha t
Jesus Himself said to the thief on
the cross many have been led to be-
lieve that He went to "paradise"
the moment He died ; and from a
surface reading of our present tex t
it would appear that He went some-
where to preach to "spirits in
prison . "

In a previous discussion we learn-
ed that the Bible hdll is the condi-
tion of death ; that sheol in the Ol d
Testament and hades in the New ,
are words which describe a condi-
tion of utter unconsciousness . (Feel .
9 :10 .) As Jesus died a ransom, or
substitute, for father Adam and hi s
race, thus taking the sinner ' s place ,
it therefore was necessary that H e
go into this condition of death, the
Bible hell .

"He made Iris grave with the
wicked," declares the prophet con-
cerning Jesus . (Ise, . 53 :9.) It is in
harmony with this basic fact of Bib-
lical truth that we must seek an un-
derstanding of whatever else the sac -
red Word may have to say concern-
ing the whereabouts of Jesus be-
tween the time of His death on th e
cross and His resurrection from th e
dead the third day thereafter .

In order to understand clearly
just how it was possible for Jesu s
to preach to "spirits in prison " at
a time when other Scriptures show
that He was unconscious in death, i t
is necessary, first of all, to determin e
who the "spirits" were to whom
IIe preached It is this information
that St . Peter gives us in the words ,
"which sometime were disobedient ,
when once the long-suffering of Go d
waited in the days of Noah . "

In his second epistle Peter furnish -
es us with an even more definit e
identification of the "spirits, "
saying : "For if God spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast the m
down to hell, and delivered them in -
to chains of darkness, to be reserve d
unto judgment ; and spared not th e
old world, but spared Noah, th e
eighth person, a preacher of right-
eousness, bringing in the flood upo n
the world of the ungodly ."—2 Pete r
2 :4, 5 .

From the foregoing quotations i t
will be seen that the "spirits " to
whom Jesus preached were a certai n
group of "angels" that had been
disobedient to God back at the tim e
of the flood . The Apostle Jude als o
mentions these same beings, simil-
arly referring to them as "angels, "
and describing their special sin a s
being that they "kept not their firs t
estate . " Jude also explains, even
as Peter does, that these "angels "
are now imprisoned, Jude adding

that they are in "chains of dark-
ness, " waiting for the judgment of
the great day .—Jude 6 .

These "spirits in prison," then ,
are not the "spirits " or "ghosts "
of human beings who have died, but
are spirit creatures on the angelic
plane of existence . This is an im-
portant truth to ever keep in mind .

We are well aware that on God' s
earthly plane of creation, which i s
visible and understandable to us,
there are various levels of existence ;
from the lowest form of shell-fis h
life, up to man, who in his perfec-
tion was the king of this material ,
or earthly domain . Now the Scrip-
tures show that this same variet y
in divine creation extends to a high-
er realm, far beyond that which i s
visible to us, that above man, th e
highest of God's earthly creatures,
there is a spirit world ; and that in
this spirit world, even as in the nat-
ural, there are various orders of be-
ing's, such as angels, archangels, etc .

Cotrcerniug man the Psalmist de-
clares, "Thou has made him a littl e
lower than the angels." Psa. 8 :5 . )
When Jesus came to earth to die a s
man's Redeemer, IIe was "mad e
flesh," and as a man He died ; bu t
when resurrected He was highly ex-
alted, "Far above all principality ,
and power, and might, and domin-
ion, and every name that is named ,
not only in this world, but also i n
that which is to come ." (Eph. 1 :21 . )
Thus do the Scriptures point out a
clear line of demarcation between
the earthly and the spirit planes o f
existence .

The Bible indicates that at th e
present time there are both holy an d
unholy angels ; although, when cre-
ated, all these spirit creatures wer e
in harmony with God, and serve d
Him in various capacities . Of those
angels which remained in harmon y

Rev . 21 : 2 -5 .
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with the Creator, the apostle says now held, or imprisoned, in "chain s
that they are now "ministering spir- of darkness . "
its, sent forth to minister for the m
who shall be heirs of salvation ."

	

Where Are the "Spirits" ?

Again, "And of the angels IIe In a text already quoted, the apos-
saith, Who maketh IIis angels spit- tie gives us some very important in -
its; and His miniisters a flame of formation as to what constitutes th e
fire ." (Heb . 1 :7, 14.) Concerning prison-house of these fallen angels .
these angelic servants of the Chris- We quote the text again : "For if
tians Jesus said : "Take heed that ye God spared not the angels that sin -
despise not one of these little ones ; ned, but cast them down to hell, an d
for I say unto you, That in heaven delivered them into chains of dark -
t heir angels do always behold the mess, to be reserved unto judgment . "
face of lily Father which is in heav- _2 Peter 2 :4 .
en . "—:Hatt . 18 :] .0. The word "hell" in the passag e

just quoted is not a translation eith-
er of the Greek word hades or o f
Gehenna. The term here used by th e
ap ostle is tartaroo ; and this is the
only time it appears in the Bible .
Tartaroo is from the Greek word
tartarus, a term used in Grecia n
mythology as the name for a dark
abyss or prison. In the text under
consideration, the entire expres-
sion, "cast down to hell" is used t o
translate tartaroo ; so, evidently, the
word refers more to an act than to a
li,lace . The fall of the angels wh o
sinned was from honor and dignity ,
into dishonor and condemnation ; so
the thought seems to be : "God spar-
ed not- the angels who sinned, bu t
degraded them, and delivered them
into chains of darkness . "

These angels, in their origina l
state of holiness were mighty an d
powerful and honorable. They evi-
dently Possessed great liberties ; and
in their service of God and of Hi s
earthly friends, they probably wer e
frequent travelers between the eart h
and other parts of the Creator's vas t
universe . Jude says that these an -
gels "kept not their first estate . "
This throws light on the words o f
Genesis 6 :2, which reads, "That the
sons of God saw the daughters o f
men that they were fair ; and they
took themm wives of' all which the y
chose ." In other words, the "sin "
of these angels was, in part at least ,
that of materializing as human be-
ings, and indulging in illegitimat e
relationship with the daughters of

Earthly and Heavenly "Angels "
The student of the Scriptures

should not be confused by the fac t
that in the Bible the term "angel "
is sometimes applied to human be-
ings. The word literally_ means ser-
vant, or messenger, and it is alway s
necessary to determine from the con -
text whether or not the passage i n
which it is used has reference to hu-
man messengers, or to heavenly, o r
spirit messengers . The seven specia l
messengers to the church, as men-
tioned in Revelation, are called "an -
gels," yet it is evident that the Rev-
elator is not referring to heavenly
beings .

On the other hand, the Scripture s
clearly 'ndicate that there are spiri t
creatures called "angels." For ex-
ample, the night that Jesus wa s
born, an "angel" announced Hi s
birth to the shepherds. That it wa s
a. spirit being who performed thi s
service is evident from the words :

And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenl y
host praising God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men . "
(Luke 2 :10-14- .) Likewise, it was a
spirit being that announced to Mar y
that she was to be the mother of
Jesus, and it was also a spirit bein g
that ministered to Jesus in the Gar -
den of Gethsemane . Jesus referred
to heavenly beings when IIe sai d
that lie eonld ask of His Father ,
and more than twelv=e Jegions o f
them would be provided to assist
Him.—Luke 1 :26-38 ; 22 :43 ; Matt .
26 :53 .

But, as we have already seen, no t
all of these angelic creatures remain-
ed loyal to Jehovah, their Creator—
some of them having been "diso-
bedient, when once the longsuffer'in g
of God waited in the days of Noah . "
(1 Pet . 3 :20 .) These unfaithful ones ,
by common usage, have come to b e
designated as the "fallen angels . "
The Scriptures show that as a pun-
ishment for their rebellion, they are

men
. At different times during the his-

torical period covered by the Bible ,
various ones of the holy messengers ,
or angels, were sent to earth to de-
liver messages to the prophets an d
others and on many of these occas-
ions, . they were permitted to mater-
ialize and appear as human beings .
Aim example of this is furnished in
the visit of the three angels to Ab-
raham prior to the birth of Isaac .
(Gen . 18.) Such materialization s
were permissible when sanctioned by
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the Lord, and when the angels tak-
ing part in them, did not exceed their
privileges . But the angels that sin-
ned before the flood "kept: not their
first estate," that is, they preferre d
to continue their association wit h
mankind, as human beings .

}laving limited and degraded
their own powers by illicit relation -
ship with the fallen human race,
how fitting it was that. their punish-
ment should be that of being cas t
down, or abased, and at the sam e
time "restrained in chains of dark-
ness ." The thought contained in
the use of the word "prison," as
found in our text, is that of the re-
straint of liberty ; so these "spirits "
have indeed been in "prison," re-
strained of much of the normal lib-
erty that was theirs while in ful l
fellowship and harmony with th e
Creator.

There is much Scriptural evidence
to support the thought that th e
place of incarceration of these falle n
angels is that of our earth's atmos-
phere ; their sphere of influence be-
ing limited largely to a more or les s
indirect contact with the human fam-
ily. In the Gospel accounts o f
Jesus' ministry, we find frequent
mention of His casting out "devils,' '
or "demons ."

	

Later, the apostles
were privileged to render a simila r
service for different ones . While
higher critics try to prove that these
cases of "obsession" thus dealt with
by Jesus and the apostles, were but
cases of insanity, or nervous disord-
ers, vet there is altogether too defi-
nite a thought of personality at-
tached to these "devils" to permi t
of any such liberal interpretation .

King Saul and the Witch of Ende r
Not only in the New Test=ament ,

but in the Old as well, we find evi-
dence of the limited activities of
these fallen angels, or "spirits in
prison " There is, for example, the
case of King Saul and the Witch o f
Ender . All witchcraft was forbidde n
by the Mosaic law, yet these ancien t
spirit mediums persisted in their ne-
farious practices even though it was
at the risk of death. Just as spiri t
mediums today claim ability to com-
municate with the dead, so, evident-
ly, the Witch of Ender made simila r
professions . Anyway, when Kin g
Saul, because of his wickedness, lost
the favor of God and saw that h e
was in grave danger of being defeat-
ed by his enemies, he appealed t o
the witch to get in t=ouch with Sam-
uel to see if the dead prophet coul d
do anything for him .

The account of this ancient seance
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is recorded in ii Samucfl 28 :7-20 .
Many students of the Bible, in read-
ing this story of Saul's suppose d
communication with the dead pro-
phet Samuel, have concluded that i t
furnishes excellent Scriptural proof
that the dead are not really dead a t
all, but alive somewhere, and that
they can be communicated with un-
der certain conditions, especially b y
the aid of a spirit medium. In fact ,
all down through the ages, Satan
has used this same method of decei t
in an effort to give the lie to the

plain teachings of the Scriptures
that the "wages of sin is death . "
As we examine, briefly, some of th e
facts concerning Saul's visit to the
witch, we will readily discern tha t
much the same analogy could be ap-
plied to modern seances, and with
the same result .—Boni . 6 :23 .

First of all, it will be noted tha t
according to Saul's own words, h e
was no longer in favor with God .
He said to the witch, "God is de -
parted from me and answeret.h me
no more, neither by prophets, nor b y
dreams." While Samuel was aliv e
he was a faithful servant and pro-
phet of the Lord, and was never will-
ing to go contrary to the Lord' s
wishes ; yet here we And Saul, who
himself admitted that God woul d
not favor the idea, asking the witc h
to obtain a message from this faith-
ful prophet .

Are we

	

to

	

suppose

	

that

	

in th e
event Samuel were alive, either in
heaven or

	

some

	

other

	

place, h e
would he

	

any less obedient

	

to the
Lord than he was while here on the

earth? Or are we supposed to be-
lieve that this wicked witch, under
condemnation by the Lord, had th e
power to thwart the divine will, an d
not only produce Samuel, but in-
veigle a message out of him to com-
fort this rebellious king? Evidently ,
then, this account is given us in the
Bible merely as an historical record
of important events in Saul's life,
but with no thought of accrediting
the witch's claim of having seen and
talked with Samuel .

The methods used by the evil spir -

its through the medium at Endo r
were similar to those in use today .
They caused to pass before th e
witch's mental vision the familia r
likeness of the aged prophet, wear-
ing as was his custom, a long' mantle .
When she described the mental or
"astral" picture, Saul recognized i t
at once as a description of Samuel .
But Saul himself saw nothing—h e
"perceived," from the description ,
that it was Samuel .

Easily convinced, as people under
such circumstances usually are, Saul
did not stop to question how it coul d
be that Samuel looked as old and a s
stooped as he did whiffle alive on th e
earth, if he were now a sik it being
and far better off than before . Nor
did Saul think to enquire why Sam-
uel wore the same old mantle in th e
spirit world that he wore when h e
knew him as an earthly being—no t
even stopping to consider that th e
prophet's mantle, gray hair, etc . ,
had long before decayed in the grave .
Saul had been forsaken by the Lord ,
and now was easily deceived by

The Daw n

these "lying spirits," who imper-
sonated the prophet and spoke t o
Saul in his name, through their med-
ium, the witch .

"Why bast thou disquieted me t o
to bring me up"? the witch repre-
sented the dead prophet as asking .
It was generally understood by the
Israelites in the days of King Saul ,
that the dead were actually asleep in
sheol, hence the question, "wh y
halt thou disquieted me," would no t
sound strange . But can we imagin e
for a moment that this condemne d
witch had the power to raise the pro-
phet from the dead? Or, to look at
the matter from the standpoint of
modern spiritism, that Samuel wa s
not really dead at all, but enjoyin g
himself in the spirit world, does it
not seem strange that he was de-
clared by the witch to come "up "
from the earth, instead of "down "
from heaven ?

And, from the standpoint of mod-
ern theology, how utterly absurd i s
Samuel's purported prophecy con-
cerning Saul's defeat and death i n
the battle of the coming day! We
quote : "Tomorrow shalt thou and
thy sons be with me : the Lord als o
shall deliver the hosts of Israel int o
the hands of the Philistines ." Imag-
ine the faithful Samuel, and the be -
loved Jonathan together in the spiri t
world with the wicked King Saul !
Does this fit very well with th e
creedal theology of the dark ages ?
Certainly not! Ultimately, of course
(but not the next day), all these were
together in death, in sheol, the Bible
hell, where they still are, awaitin g
the resurrection, when all will b e
called forth by the Son of Man ; bu t
it did not require any supernatura l
power on the witch's part to trul y
forecast the approaching defeat and
death of Saul. In fact, Saul alread y
feared it, hence his appeal to th e
witch

Charles Wesley was evidently
puzzled by the manner in whic h
the "medium" of Endor put bot h
good and had together in death, for
he wrote :

What do those solemn word s
portend ?

A gleam of hope when life shal l
end ?

Thou and thy sons shall surely b e
Tomorrow in repose with me :
Not in a state of hellish pain ,
If Saul with Samuel remain ;
Not in a state of damned despair ,
If loving Jonathan be there .

Actually, of course, Saul was no t
in communication with Samuel at all ,
but with one or more of the "spirits

King Saul Visits the Witch



"Spirits" Unable to Give Real Hel p

Now when the dead friend s
or relatives of those who visit th e
mediums were alive and with them .
there was sweet, common-sense fel-
lowship between them. They talke d
together about things worth while .
They counselled and comforted eac h
other in a helpful manner ; and w e
would enpoose that now that thes e
door tines were in the spirit world ,
where their powers of thought anal
action are claimed to be so greatl y
enhanced, they would send back in -
formation of an exceptional and ex -
traordinary character . Yes, they
should now be able to fully solv e
the difficulties of the family wit h
which they were formerly associated ;
and !if they had been ;statesmen ,
they should be able to impart knowl-
edge to their survivors that would
etittle the world's difficulties . But
not eo . The facts are rather to th e
contrary . On th i s point we quote
the words of I-font-tee L . Hastings
written many years ago, but stil l
true runt applicable today :

"Aceording to the theory of
Spiritualists there are a hundre d
times as unarm disembodied spirit s
about ns as there are mien in th e
flesh . Among them are all the poets ,
authors, orators, musicians and in-
ventors of past ages . They know
all they c--er knew while they wer e
in the flesh, and have been learning
a great deal more since ; and with
their added powers and extended ex-
perience they should be able to d o
what mo rtals have never done before .
They have had free access to th e
public mind and public press, wit h
no end of mediunns ready to receiv e
their communications, and thousands
and thousands of inquirers who hav e
anxiously questioned them, and ear-
nestly desired to obtain informatio n
from them .

features, clothing, mannerisms, and
even the voice peculiarities, of th e
dead friend with whom he wishes t o
communicate . And when the medium ,
through the aid of the "spirit" con-
trolling' her, describes these "identi-
fications," the victim is assured an d
waits expectantly for the "message . "

They have hod tables and slate s
and pens and pencils and banjo s
and pianos and cabinets and bell s

been in touch with their dead friends and violins and

	

and what
and relatives, have we to show for it all.? Thei r

It' should be remembered though, business in the world has been to in -
that these wicked, fallen angels have strgct 'ten, to help them, to mak e
the ability to read the human mind them wiser and better . They have
submitted to them . Thus it is that talked and rapped, they have tipne d
they rare able to see mirrored in the and rattled, they hove fiddled end
mind of an unsuspecting victim Lee scribbled_ Ida have

	

an d
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in prison" whose chief activity sinc e
the time of the flood, has been to de-
cdive mankind, particularly wit h
respect to the condition of the dead .
The mention in the Scriptures o f
these necromancers, witches and med-
iums, leads us to infer that through
mediums these fallen angels were
seeking fellowship with Israel . But
apparently, it is the custom for these
mediums to change their man-
ner of' manifestation from time t o
time : just as witchcraft flourishe d
for a time in New England and Ohio ,
and throughout Europe, graduall y
dying' out and being succeeded b y
Spiritism, whose tipping and rappin g
manifestations also are gradually
giving way to elairaudienee and at-
tempted matcrializations. In the
days of the Lord and the apostles ,
the operation of these "spirits" had
colident]y changed from the witch -
craft method to that of obsession
and possession.

Modern Work of the "Spirits "

Haying been. once given the power
to materialize as men, yet abusin g
it, these fallen angels still seem ben t
on exercising their powers throug h
human agencies, either by the use o f
"mediums" or through direct con-
trol of the mind, as in obsession . It
is evident, however, that the human
will must consent to this foreign
domination, before these "spirits "
can take possession . But when they
do take possession, apparently th e
will becomes so broken down, tha t
there is no longer any power of re-
sistanee : hence the service of Jesu s
and the apostles was so much apps e -
elated Ili tho,.o possessed of devil s
in their day .

But while these fallen angelic be-
ing's may change from time to time
their method of contacting and de-
ceiving the human race, yet their in-
fluence in general is always away
from God and away from the trut h
of His Word In modern time s
much ado is made about talking with
the dead, yet in all the thousands o f
attempts that have been made—sci-
entifically controlled, and otherwis e
--what has been the total result ?
True, by absurd "identifications "
such as the Witch of Ender suc-
ceeded in foisting upon Saul, many
have been convinced that they have
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demateri ilized, they have entrance d
and exhibited ; they have told u s
many things which we knew before ;
many things which we do not know
yet ; and many other things which i t
was no 'latter whether we knew o r
not : hut when we come to real in -
formation, or pr-nfitai'le and valuabl e
knowledge, Spiritualism is as barren
as Sahera, as empty as a hollow,
you rd .

How Christ Preache d
To the Spirits in Prison.

Now that we have identified these
"spirits" to whom St . Peter tell s
no Jesus preached, the question
arises, How was this preaching ac-
complished?? How could Jesus be in
sheer, or hades, where there is n o
consciousness, yet at the same time ,
be preaching to these fallen angels ?
The explanation of this apparen t
difficulty is simple when we examine
the passage a little more critically .
According to the Common Versio n
English Bible, the apostle said tha t
Jesus "went and preached to the
spirits in prison ." But Greek
authorities are agreed that the words ,
"went and" are used in the sens e
of accomplishing something and no t
in the sense of going to any partic-
ular place. In other words, thes e
two words are a needless addition to
the text In olden times, it wa s
customary to use expressions of thi s
hind, and even today, we find it i s
sometimes used .

1)r . Benjamin Wilson, in his
Emphatic Diaglott translates thi s
passage of Scripture "He preache d
to the slr .rits in prison," relying ou t
the two words, " went and," as
being unno< essary to a propel' tinders
standing of the text. In the foot -
note to this text, he shows that other
authorities agree wih him in thi s
respect . Leaving out then, thes e
two, unnecessary words, the full text
reads, "For Christ also bath once
suffered for sins, the just for th e
unjust, that He might bring us t o
God, being put to death in the flesh ,
but quickened by the spirit; by
which also He preached unto th e
spirits in prison." (1 Pet. 3 :18, 19 . )
The 'meaning here is apparent ,
namely, that it was by I-Ps deat h
and reenrreetion that -Jesus preached
to these fallen angels—an object les-
son, taught by His faithfulness to
the Heavenly Bathe ;- and Creator,
nirainet whoa, these ` sprits " had
shelled .

Lucif"er isas the first of these spiri t
be d n;r s to rebel against God ; and
he evident';

	

exercised a great; deal
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of influence over those who later
joined the ranks of the rebels. In
Matthew 25 :41, the expression, "th e
devil and his angels," indicates a
close relationship existing betwee n
Satan and these other fallen spirit
beings . It was the spirit of ambi-
tion and pride that led to Lucifer' s
fall (Isa. 14 :14) ; and, apparently ,
the same spirit has pervaded th e
ranks of these lesser fallen angels .
Jesus' faithfulness, therefore, a
faithfulness that led Him to humbl e
Himself, and become obedient unto

death would be a powerful sermon
to these "spirits in prison." And
the power of that sermon would b e
greatly increased when these "spir-
its" noted that Jesus, on accoun t
of His faithfulness, was raised from
the dead and highly exalted to a
place at the right hand of God ;
while they were degraded and abased
because of their disloyalty .

Thus we find that one by one, whe n
properly understood, the variou s
Scriptural passages bearing on th e
condition of the dead, are seen to be

The Dawn

in harmony with that great funda-
mental truth, that the "wages o f
sin is death," and that the "dead
know not anything ." (Eccl. 9 :5 . )

Next month we will consider th e
words of the Master to the thief o n
the cross, "This day, thou shalt be
with Me in Paradise." Also, the
various passages concerning heaven
which are thought to teach that al l
good people go to that place of blis s
the moment they die .

THE WAY OUT
1:7 EVER there was a time i n

the history of the world which called
for calm end unbiased reasoning o n
the part of all, it is now. But mere
reasoning, no matter how intolligent ,
can never bring hope to anyone un-
less there can be found some depend -
able foundation upon which reaso n
may be based

Today the world seems hopelessl y
adrift on the stormy seas of raping
human passions . The motive power o f
unbridled selfishness is attempting to
drive the storm-tossed vessel for -
ward, but the little progress that i s
made is aimless and is as if th e
ship's rudder were broken in twain ,
or lost ; and the voyagers know no t
whither they are headed . In the
hearts of millions today there is fear
and terror as they think of the un-
speakable horrors that may at al-
most any time befall this al r eady
greatly harassed human family.

Jesus foretold the coining of jus t
such a time as this, in which ther e
would be "distress of nations with
perplexity, men's hearts failing the m
for fear" as they look forward t o
the things coining upon the earth .

Is there a way out ?
This is a question that is now upo n

the lips and in the hearts of practi-
cally all thinking people the worl d
over . Is there anything upon whic h
we may build our hopes for better
days ahead ?

In this hour of world distress
many churchmen are recommending
religion as a sure solace for the suf-
fering people . But if religion can
point the way out of the billowy
seas of uncertainty to a haven of
rest and security, what particular
kind of religion should we look for ?

We hold that through Biblical
truth alone will men find a true so-
lution to the present world-wide con -

(Iitions of perplexity and distress ;
and it is from this standpoint tha t
we approach the subject in this dis-
cussion . Yet on. this point we ar e
faced with the necessity of distin-
guishing between the pure teaching s
of the Bible and the confusing the-
ories of traditionail theology' whic h
too often masquerade in the name o f
Christianity .

We cannot hope to make .progres s
in 'finding a reasonable basis fo r
faith and hope except by identifying '
superstition as such, brushing i t
aside, and seeking to learn and ap-
ply the naked principles of undefile d
Biblical truth to present-day prob-
lems . If, as all Christians claim to
believe, the Bible is the foundatio n
of ultimate truth and reason, the n
by all means let's find out what th e
Bible reallly teaches !

If in this search for truth we ma y
seem to trespass upon some or man s
of your accustomed beliefs, and seem
cruelly to wrest them front you,
think not that this will destroy your
faith in the eternal verities that ar e
actually taught in the Bible .

It will not !
To whatever extent vain supersti-

tion is replaced with dependabl e
truth and reason, one's faith become s
a far more comforting reality tha n
mere credulity, and the Bible take s
on a new and saner meaning An d
how much need there is today tha t
our faith be based upon a firm foun-
dation of reason and truth ; for w e
are surely confronted with man y
confusing paradoxes .

Evolutionists insist that we hav e
made steadily progressive stride s
since the first "crude" beginning of
civilization on this planet. Many
today boastfully point to the marve-
lous achievements of this moder n
"brain age." Yet our highly civ -

ilized" world is faced with the un-
deniable fact that its boasted civili-
zation now stands at the very brink
of destruction. With all our learn-
ing' we are not. able to maintain th e
standards of supposed culture t o
which we pretend to have arrived .

No longer is it possible to preven t
a knowledge of these startling fact s
from edging in upon the publi c
mind . Serious statesmen are frank-
ly pointing out the necessity o f
something drastic being done if civ-
ilization is to be saved . Prominen t
religious leaders of all schools of ec-
clesiasticism are earnestly announc-
ing that unless the people now quick-
ly return to God the whole worl d
will be plunged into the greatest an d
most, deadly cataclysm of all huma n
history .

When the outstanding religionist s
of the day declare that the world i s
doomed unless it returns to God ,
what do they mean'? With the
world facing ruin, unless somethin g
is done, and done quickly, it woul d
seem that almost everybody woul d
be willing to fall in line with th e
right thing. But alas, even thes e
church dignitaries themselves do no t
agree as to what could or should b e
done to arouse the world to action .

Agreeing that it does look doubt-
ful if mere human diplomacy will b e
able to prevent the cataclysm whic h
nearly everybody fears, the necessit y
for hunting some other solution nat-
urally becomes obvious and im pera-
tive if we are to have any hope fo r
the immediate or distant future .

Do the religious differences tha t
exist among- the professed follower s
of Christ mean that we should give
up our faith in the Bible itself a s
containing' answers to the bafflin g

(Continued on page 19)
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Called, Chosen

and Faithful
These shall make war with the Lamb, and th e

Lamb shall overcome them. ; for He is Lord of lords ,
and King of kings; and they that are with Him- are
called, chosen, and faithful ."—Rev . 17 :14.

BOUT three years ago, in one of the mid-
western states, a group of newly consecrate d
Christians were gathered together to stud y
the subject of symbolic immersion, in orde r

that they might decide as to whether or not the y
should take this step of publicly witnessing to the
fact that they had given their hearts in full consecra-
tion to the Lord . A brother was present at thi s
meeting who had been many years in the narro w
way, but who held the view that the door to th e
high calling had closed in the year 1916 ; so he raise d
the question as to what hope could be held out to
these newly interested brethren . The question cam e
as a surprise to these young Christians . However ,
after giving the matter a moment's thought, one of
them responded somewhat as follows .

"This is the first time we have heard such a
thought suggested, and it doesn't appeal to me a s
being in harmony with the God we have learned t o
know and love through the truth . This glorious
truth reached us in an unusual way, while we wer e
still members of the Roman Catholic Church ; we
are rejoicing in it . Our hearts have been touched by
it so that we have presented our all in consecration '
to the Lord . This message has revealed to us th e
glorious hope of joint-heirship with Christ in th e
Kingdom ; and in response thereto, we have entere d
the narrow way and are running for the `prize of th e
high calling of God in Christ Jesus .' The truth i s
grand ; and it has revealed to us a wonderful God ;
a wise, and just, and loving God . And for me, I d o
not believe that the God who has been revealed to u s
through this gospel, is the kind of a God who woul d
lead us up to this point, giving us this marvelou s
vision of Himself and of the heavenly calling, an d
then, as it were, slam the door in our face . "

To the nominal Christian, who believes that Go d
is now doing all He can to convert the world, th e
discussion of a subject of this kind doubtless would
seem childish and wholly uncalled for ; but to those
enlightened with the harvest message of present truth ,
it becomes a matter of serious concern : affecting di-
rectly and vitally every consecrated Christian wh o
has come to a knowledge of this truth within the las t
half century . Through the truth of the divine plan ,
we have learned that the wo r k of the Gospel age ha s
been but a preparatory one—a work of selecting and
preparing a "little flock " of consecrated believers who

are to reign with Jesus for the blessing of the worl d
in the next age—Luke 12 :32 .

We have learned, furthermore, that this "littl e
flock" of "called, chosen and faithful" ones is to con-
sist of a foreordained number of 144,000 . (Rev. 14 :
1 .) We have learned also that in the selecting an d
testing of those who are to finally reign with Christ
there is a possibility that some who have been called
to this position, and tentatively accepted, may lose
the "crown" apportioned to them, and others be call-
ed in to take their places—and especially is this tru e
at the end of the age .—Rev . 3 :11 .

These various Scriptural truths concerning th e
privileges of the Gospel age lead us to the inescap-
able conclusion that the time must ultimately com e
when there would be no further opportunity to b e
accepted as probationary members of the heavenly
Kingdom class . Also that as we near the full com-
pletion of this Gospel-age work, the number of ne w
ones accepted would become less and less—such ne w
ones being granted this blessed opportunity only be -
cause some who had previously been apportione d
crowns had proved unfaithful . These seem to be
well established Scriptural conclusions with which
doubtless nearly all Bible Students, enlightened wit h
present truth, will agree . The question is, How
may we know, or can we know at all, when the ful l
number of the church class is complete? Can w e
know this so definitely that we can with confidence
say to those now becoming interested in the trut h
that there is or is not an opportunity for them to be -
come partakers of the heavenly calling ?

How God Calls
Our text (Rev . 17 :14) indicates the progressive

steps which determine the eligibility of all who ar e
finally to reign with Christ . The first of these is that
of being "called," or invited . As Bible Students we
have learned that the divine call cones through th e
truth . (Eph. 1 :9,13.) Inasmuch as the truth of th e
gospel has been the medium used by the Heavenl y
Father by which He has extended the invitation t o
the high calling, our faith in God's wisdom and pow-
er would lead us to believe that His providences hav e
so directed the promulgation of the truth as to accom-
plish just what He has desired to be accomplished .
no more, no less . To think otherwise would be to
suppose that once God gave the truth into the hand s
of a few of His people, He forthwith lost all
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control of it Himself ; and that its promulgation ha s
been in a haphazard manner, subject merely to the
whims, wishes, and prejudices of His well-meaning ,
but imperfect servants . No, God does not carry on
His work in any such manner as this ; although many
times, from the human standpoint, this may seem t o
he the case .

The fact that in the early part of the Gospel ag e
the Apostle Paul and others were directed to carry
the gospel northward and westward into Europ e
rather than southward and eastward among th e
orientals, was not mere accident, but of divine pro-
vidence and intention . That the servant of the harves t
message was chosen in America, and that the wor k
should emanate from this country, where everythin g
was so favorable to its rapid spread, w:as also of di -
vine arrangement . Surely we must believe that God
still controls His truth and is directing its influence
in the earth in order that His further purposes ma y
be successfully accomplished .

Truth—the Drawing Power

And let us note the clear-cut distinction that alway s
should be made between the truth of God and th e
various organizational and group arrangements that
from time to time may be permitted by Him to pro-
mulgate His truth . The truth itself in the calling, o r
inviting agency, not the individual or group that may
handle the truth . If, then, irrespective of the agency
used, we find that God's truth is still reaching on e
here and there, and these are responding in full con-
secration to the Lord, even as all of us did in times
past, should we not insist upon more than a specu-
lative theory of some sort in order to be convince d
that this is not the work of God, that He is not stil l
accepting some as probationary members of the "littl e
flock" ?

As the matter now stands, we are confronted wit h
the fact that the truth, God's inviting agency, is stil l
being permitted to go forth among the people ; that
sonic are heeding the call and responding to it b y
presenting themselves in full consecration to the Lord .
Yes, it is the truth that is still producing this blessed
result . At the present time, the truth of the divin e
plan is being made known by various individuals an d
groups in many parts of the world, but regardless o f
who may be thus promulgating it, the truth itsel f
is the agency which God is using to accomplish Hi s
purpose—and blessed are any of us if we are amon g
those whom the Lord is now permitting to thus hol d
forth the Word of life .

The truth is not now being preached as extensivel y
as it was 25 or 30 years ago ; nevertheless, it is stil l
going forth . The limited measure in which God per-
mits Ilis message to be proclaimed is fully in keep-
ing with what we should expect as we approach near-
er to the end of the church's earthly pilgrimage :
hence this in itself is no argument against the though t
that God is now back of what is being clone . Nor i s
the limited number of those who now respond an d
who make a consecration to the Lord a valid argu-
ment to prove that those few who do now enter th e
race, are not being accepted of the Lord as probation -
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ary members of the church . What arguments ar e
there then, if any, that God is not at the present tim e
blessing the spread of His truth, and is not still ac-
cepting new members into the body of Christ to tak e
the places of those proving unfaithful ?

What Time Prophecy Discloses

Some will doubtless claim that the time prophecie s
of the divine plan indicate that the church shoul d
now be complete . One of the most important lines o f
time prophecies given us in the Bible is that whic h
pertains to the Gentile Times, which we understan d
ended in the year 1914. But this particular tim e
measurement bears no relationship to the church .
The consummation of that 2520 years merel y
points out the time when we should expect the grad-
ual downfall of Gentile supremacy, and the comin g
into prominence of God's ancient people, Israel . It
does, indeed, point out the fact that we are now liv-
ing in the closing period of the Gospel age, and th e
early dawn of the Millennial age, but it in no way
indicates definitely when the door to the high callin g
shall close, as it has nothing to do with the high call-
ing of the church .

The parallel dispensations are somewhat more
closely related to the church 's experiences, althoug h
the most important application of this "double" per-
iod seems to be to the natural house of Israel .
The seventy weeks of favor to natural Israel, endin g
in the year 36 A . D. after which time the gospel wen t
to the Gentiles, finds a parallel in the year 1881, whe n
eye understand that the special favor was no longe r
extended to the nominal spiritual house of Israel .
But just as Jews, as well as Gentiles, individuall y
had the opportunity of accepting the Gospel and en-
tering the narrow' may subsequent to 36 A . D., so th e
year 1881 merely marks the end of special favor t o
nominal spiritual Israel as a whole--the end of th e
general call .

There is nothing in the 36-1881 A . 1) . parallelism
to indicate the time for the closing of the door to th e
high calling . It is reasonable to suppose, however ,
that the year 1881 marked the time—probably th e
first time in the age—when the full number o f
1 .44,000 had been "chosen ." If this conclusion be
correct, then it means that all who have consecrate d
and been accepted since that time have had this pri-
vilege extended to them because some already "call-
ed" and "chosen" had not proved "faithful" unde r
test . So far as we are aware there is no definite tim e
prophecy to indicate that there has been any change
in the church's status since 1881 . As to what has
been taking place in the more than half a century
since that time, we suggest a careful re-reading o f
pages 93 to 96 inclusive, of Volume 6 of Studies i n
the Scriptures .

A passage of Scripture which has a bearing on
this general subject is that of Revelation 7 :1-3. Here
eye have a picture of the four angels holding back the
"four winds, " with the command to hurt not the eart h
nor the sea . nor any tree, until the servants of Go d
are sealed in their foreheads . There is no question
but what the sealing work here referred to has to do
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with receiving a knowledge of the truth by thos e
who are to be with the Lamb on Mt . Zion. What
lesson then does this Scripture have for us as per-
taining to the end of high-calling privileges ?

Is The Sealing Work Complete ?
It is claimed by some that the "four winds" her e

referred to were the winds of war that began to blo w
in 1914, and, therefore, that the door to the high
calling closed back there, as the blowing of th e
"winds" would indicate that the sealing work wa s
complete . Is this the proper understanding of th e
passage? We think not, and for the following reason :
The blowing of the four winds is not given merely
as a sign by which we might know that the sealin g
work is complete, but is clearly shown to be symboli c
of something which would effectively block any fur-
ther scaling of God's servants . This is in keeping
with the suggestion already made, that God Himsel f
is the One who is providentially overruling the pro-
clamation of His truth, and that when the sealin g
work shall have been completed, He will permit cir-
cumstances to arise which will definitely preven t
any further dissemination of the calling or sealin g
agency--the truth .

Did anything occur in 1914 to block a furthe r
dissemination of the truth? No! Two years there -
after Pastor Russell himself said, "The harvest wor k
is still going grandly on . " Ilas anything occurred
since Pastor Russell made this statement to entirel y
stop the spread of the harvest message? No! It is
well to note in this connection, however, that withi n
the last few years, the gathering storm-clouds of th e
great time of trouble have so affected certain parts
of the world as to make practically impossible a fur-
ther preaching of the gospel in those sections . Russi a
and Germany are examples of this condition of things .
It seems entirely reasonable to us that this indicate s
a gradual closing of the door, so to speak, a curtailin g
of the message with a resultant diminishing of th e
number of new ones being reached ; as the coming i n
and going out process tapers down to a final conclu-
sion . But certainly the "four w. incls" have not ve t
prevented the spread of the truth in this and a num-
ber of other countries . And the very fact that such a
proclamation of the gospel is still possible seems pos-
itive proof . in harmony with this Scripture, that th e
servants of God are not yet all sealed with a know-
ledge of the truth---that the door is not yet shut .

Message More Important Than Messengers

There are others of the Lord's clear people wh o
take the stand that the door to the high calling close d
with the death of "That Servant," in 1916. There
is no Scriptural basis at all for this thought . It is a
conclusion that has been reached through an undu e
reverence for one whom the Lord so greatly used i n
His harvest field . Those holding this view seem t o
feel that God could not, or at least would not, carr y
on a harvest work after the death of the harvest mes-
senger . These overlook the fact that the message o f
truth itself, and not the messenger, is the mediu m
which God has used and is still using to accomplis h
the work of spirit-begetting .
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The message of truth presented by the Apostle
Paul is just as vital in the lives of God ' s people toda y
as it was while that faithful servant was living . There
have been but seven chief messengers to serve the
entire church from Pentecost down to the presen t
time, which means that many times during the age
there have been long periods when the church di d
not have one of these servants personally presen t
with it . And even during the period when the Laod-
icean messenger was ministering to the people o f
God, there were many who did not see or come in
personal contact with him. The message that Go d
gave through that servant was the power that
wrought such mighty changes in the hearts and live s
of the saints ; and that same blessed message is stil l
with us today, just as powerful, just as potent, jus t
as soul-satisfying, as it was when the messenger him-
self was laying down his life among us .

No, the Pauline epistles did not die when Pau l
himself was executed, nor did present truth perish
from the earth when Brother Russell passed beyon d
the vail . That message has continued to prosper i n
the thing whereunto God designed it should, and ha s
continued to call one here and there throughout th e
years, to present themselves in full consecration t o
the Lord. That same message, under divine provi-
dence, has continued to he a begetting power, a nour-
ishing power, a sanctifying power, even to the presen t
time. And when in divine providence, we see tha t
same blessed truth still reaching out and comforting
the hearts of those who "hunger and thirst after right-
eousness," let us not say, by our own philosophy, tha t
God is inconsistent in that I-Ie permits His truth t o
be preached, and yet denies the privileges of the truth
to those who respond to it .

Could we but keep in mind the importance of th e
truth, as compared with the messengers whom God
uses to dispense it, it would help many of us to get
the thought out of our minds that there must be som e
one appointed to take the place of "that servant . "
If the apostolic messages have served the churc h
throughout the entire Gospel age, should we not con-
clude that the message given to us through the Laod-
icean servant is sufficient to nourish us for the few
remaining years of the harvest period ? Should w e
not learn, upon the basis of the truth itself, to work
out our own salvation, rather than to be looking con-
tinually for some human leaning post upon whom
the arm of flesh can lay hold, lest we fall by the way -
side ?

The Harvest Work Continue s

The harvest work is that of gathering and separat-
ing the wheat from the tares, the real from the imi-
tation . The vital factor of that work takes place i n
the hearts of God's consecrated people . The dissem-
ination of the truth is merely a means to an end i n
this work of separation . Through the truth the cal l
goes forth, "Come out of her My people, that ye b e
not partakers of her sins" ; but there is actually n o
separating work except as the individuals respond t o
the call of truth and obey it . It is important to keep
this in mind, if we are to understand what has been
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going on among God ' s people Since 1914 .—Rev . 18 :4 .
Simply because the world-wide proclamation of th e

truth was considerably curtailed--although never en-
tirely stopped—about 20 years ago, many have con-
cluded that the harvest work ceased then ; but not so .
The work of separating the wheat from the tares ,
the coming out of Babylon, has still continued. At
first, we thought that leaving the nominal systems
was all that was involved in coming out of Babylon ;
but now it is apparent that this is but the first step
in becoming free from human entanglements .

Now we realize more fully than ever before tha t
we must stand absolutely as individuals before th e
Lord, that not even being a hart of a Bible Student s
ecclesia will assure us a place in the Kingdom wit h
Christ—although such individualism does not mean
that we should neglect our privileges of fellowshi p
and service with others of like precious faith . No
doubt God, in His wise providence, removed Ilis
special harvest messenger from our midst in orde r
that we might have an opportunity of learning thi s
further lesson of separation from the Babylonisl ,
spirit of salvation by groups ; although Brother Rus-
sell himself had taught us plainly on this point . Now
this additional work of testing is just as definitely a
part of the harvest work as was the original wide -
spread publishing of the truth• and the generous re-
sponse thereto .

Take Heed Lest Ye Fal l

In the beginning of the harvest period, there w ere
thousands in the nominal systems who, evidently ,
proved unfaithful when present truth came to them .
Thousands of new ones came in to take their places .
It does not seem reasonable that all of these latte r
would remain faithful under test, any more than th e
former . They came in under the influence of th e
truth---they were "chosen "--but how many of them
have proved entirely "faithful" ?

It is not within our province to judge, either indi-
viduals or groups ; but the conclusion seems inescap-
able, that in all the departures from the truth tha t
have taken place in the last 20 years, and in view o f
the fact that not a few have drifted back into th e
world entirely, there must be many who, through
unfaithfulness, have forfeited their "crowns ." This ,
in turn, fur nishes the obvious answer as to why th e
Lord is still permitting His truth to be published ;
and why there are still some who are respondin g
thereto by presenting themselves in full consecration
to the Father . The logic of events tells us that i t
could not be otherwise .

To conclude that the door to the high calling wa s
definitely closed in 1914, or 1916, or at any othe r
time in the past, would be equal to saying that thos e
already accepted could not possibly fall away fro m
their steadfastness . The last twenty years, as all
will agree, has been a time of very special testing
upon the church ; and the very thought of testing
implies the possibility of a failure to pass the test .
To claim that all the members of the church wer e
unalterably sealed twenty or more years ago, would
be equivalent to saying that the present testing per -
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iod is superfluous and a farce. Such a philosophy
would be exceedingly detrimental to healthy Chris-
tian growth and progress in the narrow way. It
would be tantamount, in principle, to the erroneou s
theory that once one becomes converted, his salvatio n
is assured—"once in grace, always in grace . "

How Long Does it Take ?
On the other hand, the thought is advanced b y

some that it requires considerable time for the ne w
creature to become properly developed ; so there mus t
be a period between the final closing of the door an d
the glorification of the last member of the body o f
Christ, when it would no longer be possible for on e
to fall away . Upon this method of reasoning is base d
the theory that the door to the high calling must o f
necessity close long years before the end of th e
church 's career in the flesh .

It is not our thought to advocate "death-bed re-
pentances, " in the sense that one may make a conse-
cration to the Lord and be taken immediately into
the Kingdom ; yet we believe that the length of tim e
required for one to prove his faithfulness to the Lor d
has been over-exaggerated in the minds of some o f
the Lord ' s people . A\'e are reminded, for example ,
of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr of record .
The evidence is, that he finished his course very soo n
after he made his consecration . And it is a notem ~:or-
thy fact that many of those now embracing the truth ,
and making a full consecration to the Lord, progres s
very rapidly, both in knowledge and in grace .

It seems reasonable to suppose that as the end ap-
proaches, there may he some in an attitude of conse-
cration, who have, in principle, passed many of th e
tests of discipleship ; and, in the event that any fal l
out of the w•ay almost the last minute, so to speak ,
these waiting ones would be invited to take thei r
places . With very little further preparation, thes e
would be ready for the Kingdom . Probably many of
us have known of those who have been acquainte d
with the truth for many years, and who have bee n
living in harmony with the spirit of the truth, bu t
to whom consecration and the high calling did no t
seem to appeal . And then, for some reason we di d
not understand, the interest of these dear ones ha d
become quickened, and almost over night, as it were ,
they blossomed out into fully consecrated Christians ,
entering into the life of sacrifice with a zeal befittin g
the house of God . Why may we not conclude tha t
God has a hand in matters of this kind, and that, i n
IIis providences, He is thus saying to one after an -
other, "Go ye also into the vineyard ." Viewing th e
matter thus, there seems to be no valid reason fo r
concluding that the door to the high calling mus t
be closed many long years before the church is glor-
ified in order to give time for those who are "called ' '
and "chosen" to prove "faithful . "

The Fulness of the Gentile s

We have briefly examined the various reasons of-
fered as to why we should conclude there is no mor e
opportunity for new ones to enter the narrow' way :
and found that these reasons are based entirely o n
human philosophy, rather than upon sound Scrip-
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tural proof. Let us now examine a direct statemen t
of the Word which seems to prove conclusively that
the door to joint-heirship with Christ is not yet clos-
ed . We have reference to Romans 11 :25 . In thi s
passage, St . Paul informs us that "blindness in par t
is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentile s
be come in . "

Here is then something definite upon which w e
can base a conclusion . It has to do with that which
is now common knowledge to all of God's people ;
namely, the continued blindness of natural Israel a s
to who contitutes their Messiah .

Yes, this "blindness in part" is still upon Israel ,
which means that as yet the "fulness of the Gentiles "
has not come in, that there is still opportunity of be-
ing grafted into the symbolic olive tree of Romans 11 .
At the same time the apostle's words help us to ge t
our bearings as to where we are on the stream of
time. While the "blindness of Israel" is still upon tha t
people, there is evidence that God is dealing with
them, preparing them for the time when He will re -
move the vail of unbelief that has thus far hindere d
them from recognizing their Messiah . This furnishes
another evidence that we are in the transition period ,
when the work of the Gospel age is gradually closing ,
and that of the Millennial age opening up .

What Is The "Door" ?

Many times we use terms and expressions with -
out giving due consideration to what they mean ; and
this often leads us to adopt wrong conclusions . This
could easily he true with respect to our use of the ex-
pression `door to the high calling .' By not taking into
consideration what the Bible means by the "door, "
some are inclined to doubt the evidence of their own
senses, and to base their doubts upon the Scriptu r es .
For example, time and time again attention has bee n
called to the fact that people are still coming into th e
truth . More than once Brother Russell cited this as
evidence that the "door" was not yet closed in hi s
clay ; similar evidence of the open door is still befor e
us .

There may not be new ones coming into every cc-
clesia, but many of the Lord's people are seeing thei r
efforts to spread the truth thus blessed. It may b e
of interest to the reader to know that out of sixtee n
brethren who helped with the mailing of the Marc h
issue of The Dawn, that six have embraced the trut h
and made a full consecration to the Lord within re -
cent years . These dear ones worked side by side with
some who have been in the truth for more than 40
years ; yet they all had the same spirit of the Lord ,
the spirit of His truth . Their hopes and aims wer e
one .

But alas, those who are disinclined to wait for th e
Lord Himself to close the door, by a misuse of th e
Scriptures, twist evidence of this kind to bolster u p
their own speculative and erroneous arguments an d
conclusions . They refer us to Luke 13 :24,25, wher e
Jesus tells us in effect that mane would "strive to
enter in," but would not be able . So the claim is tha t
those now coming into the truth, and seeking to ente r
the narrow way, are those who are thus "striving" to

1 3

enter, in fulfilment of this statement, and is therefor e
proof that the door is closed, rather than evidence
that it is still open .

This false reasoning is based upon a failure to un-
derstand what constitutes the "door." In Volume 3
of Studies in the Scriptures, pages 206-209, we ar e
given a wonderfully' clear explanation of what th e
"door," really is, and how the Lord, in IIis due tim e
will cause it to close . We earnestly recommend a
careful study of these pages, and a sincere, reveren t
consideration of the Scriptures therein cited . Briefly ,
we are reminded that the "door" is the same as th e
"gate" by which we enter the narrow way ; and tha t
this is the "narrow way of self-sacrifice in the inter-
ests of the Lord's plan and work." How beautifull y
is the thought expressed in the words, "To walk i n
this way, as our Lord set us an example that w e
should follow in His steps, implies not only a passiv e
conformity to His disposition, or spirit, but also a n
active, energetic .zeal in the promulgation of His
truth at all ha .rards ." Yes, even at the hazard of being
told that our labors are su r e to be fruitless becaus e
"the door is closed . "

If this door represents the oportunity to sacrifice ,
serve, and suffer with Christ, then certainly it is no t
yet closed to newcomers, for those now coming int o
the truth are enjoying wonderful opportunities along
this line . Doubtless the time will come when such
opportunities shall no longer be open ; and the man-
ner in which they are to be cut off is evidently tha t
of the loosing of the "four winds" which wil l
make impossible any further efforts to serve the trut h
and to suffer as a result ; but certainly that time ha s
not vet arrived !

Too Wise to Err, Too Loving to be Unkin d

Coming back to the statement of that dear youn g
Christian in the Middle West, to whom the trut h
had given such a wonderful vision of God that sh e
could not believe He would permit her to see an d
aspire to the high calling and then "slam the door
in her face," we must conclude that she was right .
Writing on this very point, Brother Russell says ,
"The Lord is too loving and too just to authoriz e
in the hearts of any hopes that could never be real-
ized ." (C . 223 .) God's Vi ord of authority comes t o
us only through His truth. So, dear one, if the trut h
has come to you and you desire to consecrate your -
self to the Lord and He gives you opportunity o f
sacrificing for Ilim, do not hesitate to step out upo n
God's promises—"Go ye out also into the vineyard . "

Our text shows clearly that one must first be "call-
ed," or invited by the truth ; that upon the basis o f
his response thereto he must then be "chosen," o r
accepted by the Lord as a runner in the race for th e
prize of the high calling, and that, in addition to this ,
he must prove "faithful . " Not until wholehearted
faithfulness has been proved, demonstrated, can on e
he assured of a place with Christ in His Kingdom ;
and such faithfulness is fully demonstrated only by
the completion of our sacrifice in death	 "Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown o f
life ."—Rev . 2 :10 .
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Let no one erroneously suppose then, that hi s
standing in the Kingdom class is already assured ,
or that it can be assured prior to the full consumma-
tion of his sacrifice. In view of this, let us also real-
ize that some crowns are doubtless even yet bein g
forfeited by reason of unfaithfulness . And let us have
faith to believe, therefore, that while we are doing
with our might what our hands find to do in the pro-
clamation of Kingdom truths, that God 's wisdom
will Sc) direct the issue that the message will fully
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appeal, in the sense of ripening to full consecration ,
to those only for whom He has a place in the Heaven-
ly Kingdom. Let us have faith to believe, that whil e
we do the best we can to let our light shine that H e
will so overrule the result of our work that, in th e
end, it will be found that not a single one too man y
was invited, and that all who were invited through
the truth to enter the narrow way, shall have been
given every necessary opportunity and help to prove
faithful even unto death, and thus to make their call-
ing and election sure .

The Vital Test of Christian Discipleship
T IS customary for most persons embrac-
ing Christianity to think that all that is nec-
essary in order for them to be considered
good Christians is to live upright, moral lives ,

to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as their persona l
Savior, to be baptized or sprinkled and thus to b e
confirmed members of a church organization . Scrip-
ture tuts to this effect are frequently cited in suppor t
of their position . But others who have been truly en -
lightened (Ileb . 6 :4) realize that there is muc h
more than this to true Christian discipleship. These
latter have learned that not only are they require d
to completely surrender themselves to their Heavenl y
Father through the medium of the Lord Jesus Christ ,
but, additionally, that they are required to carry ou t
that full surrender by a life of Christlike service an d
sacrifice .

A great many persons have been thus enlightened
and have been trying, in a more or less satisfactory
manner, to perform that service and sacrifice . .I t
would naturally be supposed that all such would hav e
a common interest in, and concern for, each other an d
for the interests they represent . But such has not al -
ways been the case. It is true that great bodies of
people and groups of one kind and another, have bee n
formed in the name of Christ with the ostensible pur-
pose of just such a commitment, but these have faile d
as denominations and groups to display, at all times ,
the love and consideration for one another so clearl y
set forth in the Scriptures as the primary object o f
Christian discipleship . And the surprising thing i s
that they all claim the Scriptures as the basis fo r
their convictions .

All those who are now in present truth, having been
enlightened as to what constitutes true Christian
discipleship, can appreciate wherein they, as denom-
inations and groups, have failed ; and they know fro m
the abundant Scriptural testimony, as well as fro m
experience, that no denomination or group, as such .
can expect to be fully approved or to feel entirely
secure and certain of the ultimate rewards of the Lord.
And has not this group aspect deprived many of a
more effective use of their talents in helping others t o
see what has been so graciously shown to them? In
many instances it has been one of the most effectiv e
means of discouraging the exercise of the love and

sympathy which fellow disciples should have one fo r
the other .

It is, of course, true that the Scriptures refer to a
group of persons in association, as the "Church o f
God," thereby indicating that the Lord recognize s
groups and congregations ; but who can say that al l
the members of such groups stand fully approve d
of God and of Jesus? In fact, the messages to th e
seven churches recorded in the second and thir d
chapters of the Book of Revelation, show most unmis-
takably that none of these "churches" was fully ap-
proved or commended . And it is understood by mos t
Bible students that these churches are representativ e
of conditions among God 's people throughout thi s
whole Gospel dispensation . Only certain individua l
members of those churches were approved . This, of
course, doesn't mean that the true follower of Jesus
is to dissociate himself from any group or congre-
gational service and worship, but it does prove tha t
our association with any group of the Lord's peopl e
will "in no wise" itself guarantee to us the Kingdom
rewards . Only individual faithfulness will guarante e
that .

Unquestionably, much of the confusion and discor d
among otherwise sincere followers of Jesus, is direct-
ly traceable to zeal for some group and the tenets o f
that group, and the belief that their views are prim-
arily essential to Christian fellowship and discipleship .
Groups sometimes become so busily engaged in
spreading their views abroad that they fail of th e
vital interest in one another, basically established by
the Law given to Israel at Mt . Sinai, directly com-
manded by Jesus and exemplified in His own life .
and shown to be the full intent of the preaching an d
teaching by the Lord's own personally chosen rep-
resentatives, the apostles . The truth and the preach-
ing of the truth are but means to an end, and that end
is the finding and developing of Christians ; and inci-
dentally to give a witness .

Surely, as stated by the Lord and His faithful apos-
tle, Paul, the body is more important than the meat
that nourishes and strengthens it, and life itself is far
more valuable than the body it actuates . Remember
how assiduously the Jews in the clays of our Lord ,
sought to make proselytes to their cause— and the y
verily thought their cause was righteous—but utterly
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forgot the weightier matters of the Law and it s
objective, which was the preparing of a people for Hi s
name by inculcating in them the principles of right-
eousness and truth for the purpose of right thinkin g
and living, and especially so among themselves . The
same holds true of those who now make service and
the reaching out to interest others, the only importan t
feature of Christian discipleship . But invariably these
one-sided zealots utterly fail in their regard for, and
interest in, their Christian associates .

If, as we surely believe, we have come to the ver y
end of the Gospel era, then would it not seem that th e
most important consideration should be given to the
interests and welfare of those whom we have goo d
reason to believe are "wheat" and not "tares"? Su rely
there may be others in the world and in these variou s
and sundry groups of avowed Christians who are o f
the wheat class and we should be trying to reach
and assist them, but not to the neglect of those who
are already fellow-runners in the race "for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ." Are not
these indeed the prospective members of the King-
dom class, our brethren for whom we are to lay down
our lives? And is it not for these that Christ died and
arose from the dead, and whom He will deliver from
sin and death and give eternal life? Do not the Lor d
and His apostles so present the matter ?

Need of Mutual Helpfulness
Another element that might appreciably reduce pre-

judice and inconsiderate treatment of fellow member s
of Christ, is the full realization that all who claim
the distinction of being Christians, are in the School
of Christ as disciples, learners . And so long as n e re -
main in the flesh, we can learn something from our fel-
low members even though they may disagree with u s
on some of the minor details of the Divine Plan--
though it may be but to confirm our own conclusions ,
through careful and diligent study ; hence the in ;--
portance of regularly meeting in class studies and other
gatherings of the brethren .

Sometimes a fellow member may act like the gover-
nor of a piece of machinery--a device for regulatin g
its speed . He may hold us in check from runnin g
away with our own, preconceived ideas and pett y
Bobbies ; or contrariwise, incite us to greater zeal an d
fervor of spirit . But often, when there is a differenc e
of opinion on some point not altogether fundamental ,
the tendency is to treat the differing one with a meas-
ur e of coolness and indifference, and, in some in -
stances, even with meanness and rancor . This should
not be ! Where instances of this character occur, i t
indicates that the spirit of the adversary is at wor k
among the Lord's people., that there is still much o f
the fleshly mind to be overcome . Brother Russell onc e
made a statement to the effect that when anyone has
reached a condition of mind wherein he felt he ha d
nothing more to learn and was fully satisfied with hi s
spiritual attainments, from that moment he could date
his spiritual decline . And true that is . .

Another test that comes to us as followers of Jesus ,
is the test of our love for and fidelity to the truth
and its interests . But there is one thing upon which
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we should assure oursdldes and that is, that it is th e
cause of truth we are espousing and not some pett y
difference of opinion on other than fundamental doc-
trine ; and by fundamental doctrine is meant those im-
portant truths relating to the ransom, restitution ,
our Lord's return and the establishment of IIis King-
dom, and- our participation with Him both now an d
in the future . These are the essentials of our Chris-
tian knowledge and understanding as Christ's follow-
ers . But ofttimes harmonious conclusions cannot li e
reached on even these vital truths of God's Word .
Resort is had to the use of parables and various an d
sundry Scriptur e citations to bolster the difference of
opinion . Humanly speaking it would be a wonderfu l
thing if all those who claim to be His consecrate d
followers could sec eye to eye on every item of truth ;
hut we know that such a state of affairs is beyond
realization while still in the flesh, this side the "vail . "
Nevertheless, we should make every possible effor t
to bring about that condition. Our "oneness" should
be as real as we are able to make it ; not however b y
ceasing to contend earnestly for the faith . There are
many who feel that to argue the truth with those wh o
disagree with us in our views is a waste of conse-
crated time and energy ; but this was not the attitud e
of the apostles nor of the early church . The early
church had many tests similar to those now experi-
enced by the brethren, but their interest in one an -
other was real and vital, even as ours should be to -
day . "Lukewarmness" with respect to doctrines an d
other important issues seems to characterize ou r
times . May the Lord grant all of us strength to ris e
above this spirit of indifference, and in every respec t
lie more enthusiastic Christians .

Love—The Principal Thin g
While a correct understanding of the truth is es-

sential to our lives and well being as Christians, St .
Paul reminds us that even if we are fully informe d
on every item of truth-- `have all ]tom,-ledge "—and
that knowledge has not produced in us that vital ,
God-like characteristic called in the Common Ver-
sion, "charity" (love in its fullest sense), we ar e
"nothing . " Although we may sacrifice every interes t
in this life in order that we might be of service t o
others- "bestow all my goods to feed the poor an d
though I give my body to be burned"—it will b e
considered valueless unless we have that quality of
mind and heart which transcends every other feeling
and motive by which our words and acts are prompt -
ed . That transcending ' quality of mind and hear t
is called "love . "

The nearest approach to a definition for this qual-
ity of mind and heart might be said to be the self -
less benign doing of something for the benefit o f
others, prompted by a joyous motive based upon hol-
iness and purity and divine righteousness . At first
thought, this definition may seem abstruse and in-
volved, but divine love is so great and wonderful
that it is beyond our powers of expression, therefor e
it is difficult to formulate an adequate definition that
will properly convey the true meaning of lore to ou r
minds . As a matter of fact, Iove can best be under -
stood by noting what it does and how it acts ; which



1 6

is the method of instruction pursued by Paul in hi s
first epistle to the Corinthians, chapter thirteen .

Notwithstanding that we know these things, ho w
often we fail to put them into practice . And if we
do not put them into practice, wherein are we justi-
fied in our assurance of being recipients of God's
greatest gifts and rewards? For only as we displa y
these characteristics of the greatest thing in the uni-
verse-- "Love divine all love excelling"--can w e
properly claim the heritage of the saints—to becom e
"joint-heirs with Christ . " (Rom . 8 :17.) Note in
the expressions of St . Paul and all the apostles, their
intense earnestness for the welfare of their brethren ,
reflecting the various qualifications mentioned in ou r
definition of love . - In this connection we quote, i n
part, from St . Paul ' s first epistle to the Thessalon-
ians, chapter two :

"Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, no r
yet of others, when we might have been burdensome ,
as the apostles of Christ . But we were gentle among
you, even as a nur se cherisheth her children ; so be-
ing affectionately desirous of you, we were willing t o
have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only ,
but also our ounn souls, because ye were dear unt o
us. For ye remember, brethren, our labor and tra-
vail ; for laboring night and day, because we woul d
not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unt o
you the gospel of God . Ye are witnesses, and
God also, how holily and justly and unblameably w e
behaved ourselves among you that believe : As ye
know how we exhorted and comforted and charged
every one of you, as a father doth his children, that ye
would walk worthy of God, who bath called you unto
His Kingdom and glory . For this cause also we
thank God without ceasing, because, when ye re-
ceived the word of God which ye heard of us, ye re-
ceived it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth ,
the word of God, which effectually worketh also i n
you that believe . . . . But we, brethren, being take n
from you for a short time in presence, not in heart ,
endeavored the more abundantly to see your face
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with great desire . Wherefore we would have come
unto you, even I Paul, once and again ; but Satan
hindered us . . . . For ye are our glory and joy . "

Love—The Test of True Discipleship
In John 13 :35, our Lord is recorded as saying :

"By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples ,
if ye have love one to another ." It may seem strang e
to some that our Lord failed to place the emphasis
on our knowing and preaching the truth as an indica-
tion of our true discipleship, but when we understand
that the truth is the means employed to the end that
we may become disciples indeed, and through it, also,
to develop characters suitable for so high a station in
the future, we can see why the Lord placed the em-
phasis on our love for one another . If we do not
have that disposition now, toward our fellow-mem-
bers in Christ, how can ewe ever demonstrate our
worthiness to be among the blessers of humanity i n
the future? I.t should be our love for one another
that prompts us to endeavor to help others see the
grandeur and glory of His purposes as He has given
us to understand them .

Not only do the Lord and St . Paul affirm that th e
vital test of our discipleship shall be our love for
one another but the apostles Peter and John also at -
test this fact . (See 2 Pet . 1 :4-13 .) St. John, in hi s
first epistle, third chapter and fourteenth verse ,
writes : " b yr e know that we have passed from deat h
unto life, because we love the brethren . " Brother
Russell, the most outstanding servant of God an d
the truth in these last days of the Gospel age and th e
forepart of the Millennium, has said, that in his opin-
ion, the final and most crucial test upon the churc h
will be love for the brethren . Can we discount the
value of such an array of testimony ?

Our service, our sacrifice and self-denial, ou r
preaching and teaching are all merely an index o f
our relationship to Him as brethren and fellow-heirs .
So, in conclusion, we can confidently assert that th e
vital test of our Christian discipleship is unfeigned ,
fervent love for the brethren .

God's Messages to Two Churche s
And to the angel of the church of Pergamos write ;

These things salth. he which hath the sharp sword
with Iwo edges ; I know thy works, and where thou
dwellest, even where Satan's seat is ; and thou hold-
est fast My name, and hast not denied My faith, eve n
in those days wherein Antipas was My faithful mar-
tyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth .
But I have a few things against thee, because tho u
hast there them- that hold the doctrine of Balaam, wh o
taught Baltic to east a stumbling block before th e
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols ,
and to commit fornication . So host thou also the m
that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing
I hate .

"Repent ; or else I will come unto thee quickly, an d
will fight against them with the sword of My mouth .

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches ; To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and wil l
give hint a white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saT'ing he that re--
ceivetla it ."—Rev .2 :12-17 .

HE language of this passage of Scripture
is very significant . The fact that this churc h
dwelt where Satan's seat was, indicated the
great apostasy that had taken place at that

time. The word Pergamos itself signifies "citadel,"
or "fortified ." The citadel of Troy was called by that
name. The Pergamos of Apostolic times was situ -
ated in Asia Minor . It was distinguished for scienc e
and arts. Regarding it a commentator has said :
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"The Sumptuousness of the princes raised Pergamo s
to the rank of the first city of Asia as regards splen-
dor . It was a sort of union of a pagan cathedral city;
a university town, and a royal residence, embellishe d
during a succession of years by kings who all had a
passion for expenditure and ample means of grat-
ifying it . "

Nicene Council and the "Trinity"
The Pergamos period elates from the time when

the Roman Emperor Constantine espoused the caus e
of Christianity . The first ecumenical council was hel d
in 325 A. D. in the city of Nice. At this convocatio n
a notable controversy took place over the doctrine of
the Trinity . On account of the many foreigners, be-
lieving in a multiplicity of gods—and the Roman s
themselves having worshipped many deities for cen-
turies--it seemed expedient to build up the theory
of more than one god .

Indeed a monotheism seemed to be a poor affair i n
the minds of the great majority of the people of tha t
time. It was a clever stroke of poli,ico-religious di-
plomacy to stick to one God and yet make him appea r
as three Gods. In its mysticism, it was completely
baffling to reason, and hence all the more appealin g
to those who had been accustomed to much myster y
in their religious rites ; and this meant practically al l
the people of the Roman empire. Indeed, it was all ,
with the exception of an extremely few lovers o f
truth who were willing to brave the wrath of the em-
perors and the hierarchy for a faith that was pur e
and undefiled—and there have been a few of thes e
in every century .

At this time, an earnest and humble exponen t
of the truth stood forth to champion the cause of th e
divine Word . His name was Arius . Buck says o f
him, "I-Ie maintained that the Son of God was to -
tally and essentially distinct from the Father ; that
He was the first and the noblest of those beings
whom God had created—the instrument by whose
subordinate operation He formed the universe ; and
therefore inferior to the Father both in nature an d
dignity .

	

However, the exponents of the Nicen e
creed condemned Arius as a heretic . His hook s
were burned, and be himself was excommunicate d
and banished ; and the great adversary of truth
seemed to have achieved a triumph of considerabl e
impor tance .

"From the time the Nicene Creed was promul-
gated and accepted, A . D. 325, there was practically
no more Bible study for over twelve centuries .
During all that time Bible study was considered un-
necessary, because the `Apostolic' bishops had for m
ulated the creeds as proper statements of th e
Church's faith . To study the Bible would hav e
meant the studying of how to fight against the Em-
eror and the bishops ."—Z. `15-253 .

The message to the Pergamos church begins wit h
the words, "These things saith He which bath th e
shah) sword with two edges ." The speaker here
is Christ . He is the great Captain of the Lord' s
arniv. We are informed that in early times, jus t
before the capture of Jericho, a warrior in glitter -
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ing armor appeared to Israel's new leader . Joshua
challenged him in the words, "Art thou for us, or
for our adversaries?" And the reply was, " Nay ;
but as Captain of the host of the Lord am I no w
come." So this indicates that Christ has always bee n
the mighty Chieftain of God's true people. The
sword with two edges is the truth . It cuts both in -
ward and outward . The Apostle Paul refers to it a s
"the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God . "
The appearance of Christ with the great implemen t
used so much in war would naturally impart hope ,
encouragement, and assurance of final victory t o
those hard beset by the opposing forces around them .

The Lord's Commendations and Reproof s

Our Lord tells the church at Pergamos that He
is fully cognizant of her works, that He has not over -
looked anything that she has done. He also says ,
"Thou boldest fast My name, and bast not denie d
My faith." All this is very good . It speaks of loyalty
and an honest heart . And yet this church is no t
without its imperfections . Among the brethren of
that time had come certain ones who, for the sake
of gain, would betray the people of God, even a s
Balaam of old coveted the gold and the approval o f
Balac, and thought he could be a prophet of Jehova h
and at the same time parley and compromise with
the enemy, thus acting as a stumbling block to th e
Israelites, and not proving himself to be an ope n
opponent to the idolatry so prevalent in his day .
Then, too, there were some exponents of Nicolait-
anism, who favored some kind of overlordship of
the people . The Lord has no use for such abomina-
tions as the ones mentioned, and He frankly make s
this fact known to the church .

Christ says, "Repent ." Now repentance means
more than merely being sorry for something. It
also means a sincere effort to get away from the evil .
The Master wants a pure church . "Purge out there -
fore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, "
says the Apostle Pahl, for "ye are unleavened . "
And again he says, "What concord hath Christ wit h
Belial ? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel ? And what agreement bath the temple of
God with idols? for ye are the temple of the livin g
God . . . Wherefore come out from among them, an d
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un-
clean thing : and I will receive you . " 2 Cor . 6 :15-17 .

It must, indeed, have meant a hard fight for thos e
Ocala devoted ones who really belonged to the Lord ,
to stand up against the ecclesiastical powers tha t
held the sword of persecution and who scrupled no t
to use it . It is hard on one who is pure of heart t o
behold the truth perverted, set at naught, an d
trampled in the mire of tradition and worldly pol-
icy- Truly such a one needs to live very close to th e
Lord, to lean very hard on that strong arm that i s
mighty to deliver and defend, and to daily try to
realize that final victory will perch on the banners of
the Most High, who knows how to take care of Hi s
own cause .

Then the Lord promises the overcomers of thi s
period that He will give them to eat of the hidden
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manna. In a golden pot in the Ark of God there
was a quantity of this hidden manna provided by the
Lord . It did not corrupt as did the daily manna ,
hence would fittingly typify the immortal life ye t
to be enjoyed by the saints . The white stone woul d
seem to symbolize the seal of the holy spirit in the
heart of the true Christian. Here, too, is a new nam e
written, which is doubtless the name of the heavenly
Bridegroom ; for is it not always the name of th e
bridegroom that is written in the heart of the pros-
pective bride ?

And who knows this name save him that receivet h
it? The apostle says, (Rom .8 :16,17) "The spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are th e
children of God : and if children, then heirs ; heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be tha t
we suffer with Him that we may also be glorifie d
together ." Then again we read, ( 1John 3 :14) "We
know that we have passed from death unto life, be -
cause we love the brethren ." The Bridegroom 's
name stands chiefly for the quality of love ; for "God
is love." And the Christian sing s

"Write Thy name upon my heart ,
Thy new best name of Love . "

THE MESSAGE TO THYATIRA

"And unto the angel of the church in Thyatir a
write ; These things saith the Son of God, wh o
hath His eyes like unto a flame of fire, and His fee t
are like fine brass ; I know thy works, and charity ,
and service, a,nd faith, and thy patience, and th y
works ; and the last to be more than the first . Not-
withstanding I have a few things against thee, be -
cause thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which call-
eth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce My
servants to commit fornication, and to eat thing s
sacrificed unto idols . And I gave her space to re -
pent of her fornication ; and she repented not . Be-
hold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that cone=
nut adultery with her into great tribulation, excep t
they repent of their deeds. And I will kill her
children with. death ; and all the churches shal l
know that I am He which searcheth the reins an d
the hearts ; and I will give unto every one of yo u
according to your works .

"But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Z7tya-
tira, as many as have not this doctrine, and whic h
have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak :
I will put upon you none other burden . But that
which ye have already hold fast till I come .

"And he that overcom,eth, and keepeth Mv works
unto the end, to him will I give power over th e
nations ; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron ;
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken t o
shivers; even as I received of My Father . And I
will give hian the morning star . He that /lath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto th e
churches . "—Rev . 2 :18-29 .

The word Thvatira is said to mean "the swee t
perfume of labor . " It evidently applies to the perio d
during which the church was said to he "in the wil -
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derness," the time of papal supremacy . During thi s
period the Waldenses came into being, strongly ad-
vocating a purer and simpler form of worship . They
first preached their doctrines in France, then in Eng-
land, and afterward throughout Europe . Their zeal
was manifested under conditions of the most merci-
less persecution, and in spite of all opposition, thei r
teachings gained ground. Speaking of them Buck
says :

"They denied the supremacy of the Roman pon-
tiff, and maintained that the rulers and ministers o f
the church were obliged, by their vocation, to imitat e
the poverty of the apostles, and to procure for them -
selves a subsistence by the work of their hands .
They considered every Christian as, in a certai n
measure, qualified and authorized to instruct, exhort
and confirm the brethren in their Christian course .
They affirmed that confession made to priests wa s
by no means necessary . . .They maintained that th e
power of delivering sinners from the guilt and pun-
ishment of their offences belonged to God alone .
They looked upon the prayers and other ceremonie s
that were instituted in behalf of the dead, as vain ,
useless and absurd, and denied the existence of de -
parted souls in an intermediate state of purificatio n
. . .They prohibited and condemned in their societ y
all wars, and suits of lave, and all attempts towar d
the acquisition of wealth . "

From such statements we can see that the Wald-
enses enjoyed a considerable measure of truth, an d
that they were energized by the spirit of self-denia l
and of sacrifice . To them, therefore, the Lord says ,
"I know thy works, and charity, and service, an d
faith, and thy patience ." Ile realized all they had t o
go through because of their loyalty to Hine . Ile be
held the strenuous efforts made by Pope Innocent II I
to crush the so-called heresy ; for this pontiff com-
manded the scattering of all such non-conformist s
and tlr• confiscation of their property, and consigne d
their so :ls to eternal perdition . Then Dominic in -
stitutal the -Inquisition, and we all have read some-
thitua of its untold horrors. The purpose of such per-
secution was to utterly wipe out all opposition to
papal power . Verily, the true church was in the wil-
derness, and the powers of evil were enthroned for a
time .

In saving, " I have a few things against thee, " the
Lord evidently is referring to the church in general ,
including the nominal systems . Possibly the indict-
ment is set forth chiefly for our instruction, "upon
w110111 the ends of the ages are conic . " It points ou t
the Lord's abhorrence of the Jezebel system . We
know that Jezebel was the chief persecutor of Elijah,
and that her power was exercised through the hus-
band, Ahab . Elijah fled from this persecution int o
the wilderness where he was taken care of, and nour-
ished by the Lord. During the three and a half year s
of the prophet's wilderness experience no rain fell ,
and the people suffered from a great famine . Then
Elijahreturned from the wilderness, the true God wa s
recognized, and rain fell in abundance .

And all this experience of Israel's prophet foun d
its antitype in the true church of Christ . It, too, was
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driven into a wilderness condition for the long perio d
of 1260 days (1260 years--a day for a year) . Dur-
ing that time a great famine was in the land—"no t
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hear-
ing the words of the Lord ." (Amos 8 :11 .) Then the
errors of papacy were made manifest by the Reform-
ation movement, and there fell a rain of truth con-
cerning justification by faith, the errors of confession
to priests, of the worship of the Virgin Mary, th e
custom of praying to saints, etc .

"I gave her space to repent of her fornication, "
says the Lord . The word translated space here i s
"chronos," a time of 360 years, which probably ende d
three years after Luther nailed his ninety-five theses
to the church door at \Vittenburg . "These he pro-
posed not as points fully established, but as subject s
of inquiry and disputation . The learned were invite d
to impugn them, either in person or in writing : and
to the whole he subjoined solemn protestations o f
his high respect for the apostolic see, and of his im-
plicit submission to its authority . No opponent ap-
peared at the time prefixed ; the theses spread ove r
Germany with astonishing rapidity, and were rea d
with the greatest eagerness .

For certain reasons a suspension of proceeding s
against Luther tool, place for some considerable time ;
but in 1520 the blow fell . Forty-one of Luther ' s
propositions were condemned as heretical . All person s
who had his writings in their possession were com-
manded to burn them . Luther himself was to b e
branded as a most obstinate heretic unless he publicl y
recanted within sixty clays . Then he was excommun-
icated, and all princes were commanded to seiz e
him, if possible, so that he might be given over to th e
tribunal for punishment .

"Behold, I will cast her into a bed," said th e
Lord . And certainly IIe (lid not mean a bed of ease
and quietness, but a bed of pain and sorrow . "An d
them that commit adultery with her ." Elsewhere w e
find this church system termed "the mother of har-
lots ." At the beginning of her career she formed a
false alliance with the world . The result was a mix-
ture of church and state called "The Holy Roma n
Empire ." Here was an abomination that made deso-
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late . The Apostle Paul referred to it as "the man o f
sin" that must be revealed or shown up in due time .
Then the Lord said, "I will kill her children wit h
death ." This assuredly He will do . "And all the
churches shall know that I am He that searched .) the
reins and the hearts." He knows how bad "mother
of harlots" is and He also knows that the truth is no t
being preached in the systems which are called th e
"daughters"—the Protestant systems .

Then the Lord says that He will give unto ever y
one according to the character of the works wrought .
This indeed is a fair way of dealing with all . Speak-
ing of mystic Babylon, the Revelator says, "Her sins
have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered
her iniquities." (Rev. 18 :5 .) Verily her iniquities
have been great ; for we read that, "In her was foun d
the blood of prophets, saints, and of all that wer e
slain upon the earth ." And again we read : "The
light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee ;
and the voice of the bridegroom and of the brid e
shall be heard no more at all in thee ; for thy mer-
chants were the great men of the earth ; for by thy
sorceries were all nations deceived . —Rev . 18 :23, 24 .

All yes, her condition is very dark . There is ver y
little, if any, light shining in her today . Nor is it
easy to find there, the voice of the Bridegroom call-
ing for His bride . Truly, the best thing the Christian
can do is to become entirely separate from her and
her pernicious ways .

The great promise made to the church at this per-
iod is especially significant . The Lord's saints coul d
see the mighty power of papal control . So then t o
them the Lord says, "I will give power to you some
day, and th .̀s power will be so tremendous that it wil l
enable you to break the nations to shivers . So do not
lose faith because ymi are not in a position to over -
come the might of error just now . The time will
surely come when you will be able to do this, S o
keep on in patience and maintain your trust in Me .
I will keep all My promises to you . And I will giv e
you Him who has said, " I am the bright and morn-
ing star ." In substance, this was the message o f
divine promise made to the Thvatira church . —
Rev . 22 :16 .

(Continued from page 8)

questions with which the world i s
now confronted ?

We think no t
Should we conclude that the grea t

Intelligence who brought into exis-
tence the countless billions of heav-
enly bodies, and who causes them t o
move about ceaselessly in their or -
bits w6th such absolute accuracy, ha s
signally failed in His attempt t o
produce a race of sentient creature s
here on this smalll planet that ca n
continue to ex st under conditions o f
uninmaired and uninterrupted peac e
and happiness ?

Reason answers, No!

This Messianic prayer is very def-
inite—but will such a universal
Kingdom ever really come to this ol d
earth? Will the Lord, fn answer to
this prayer, ever establish a ne w
social order on this planet that wil l
be based upon absolute justice and

lore? If -so, is there any evidence
that this blessed Kingdom is near ?

What kind of laws will the worl d
be required to obey if, and when, th e
prayer, "Thy Kingdom come," i s
answered? These are but a few of
the many important questions which
Reason demands must be considere d
if we are to arrive at a satisfactory
eoneluson in the discussion of thi s
subject which is so vital to all who
are seeking a true solution of pres-
ent world distress—the divine solu-
tion .

NOTE :— This article is adapte d
from the preface and first chapte r
of the book, "God and Reason," I t
will be continued in May .

THE WAY OUT

	

"Thy Kingdom Come "
When Jesus was here on earth H e

suggested to His disciples somethin g
very definite in the way of world -
betterment . IIe said : "Pray ye ,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will b e
done, on earth as it is done in heav-
en ." All down through the centur-
ies earnest Christians have been re-
peaf ;ng that prayer and patientl y
waiting for its answer .

Is it ever to he answered?
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THE SIN OF ADAM
AND EVE

April 11—Genesis 3 :1-1 5

Now the serpent was more subti l
than any beast of the field which th e
Lord God had made . And he said un-
to the woman, Yea, hath God said ,
Ye shall not eat of every tree of th e
garden ?

And the woman said unto the ser-
pent, We may eat of the fruit of th e
trees of the garden :

But of the fruit of the tree whic h
is in the midst of the garden, Go d
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it ,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die .

And the serpent said unto the wo-
man, Ye shall not surely die :

For God doth know that in the da y
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shal l
be opened, and ye shall be as gods ,
knowing good and evil .

And when the woman saw that th e
tree was good for food, and that i t
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tre e
to be desired to make one wise, sh e
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat ,
and gave also unto her husband with
her ; and he did eat .

And the eyes of them both were
opened, and they knew that they
were naked : and they sewed fi g
leaves together, and made themselve s
aprons .

And they heard the voice of the
Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day : and Adam an d
his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongs t
the trees of the garden .

And the Lord God called unto
Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou ?

And he said, I heard Thy voice in
the garden, and I was afraid, because
I was naked ; and I hid myself.

And He said, Who told thee that
thou-wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof I commande d
thee that thou shouldest not eat ?

And the man said, The woman
whom Thou gayest to be with me,

she gave me of the tree, and I di d
eat .

And the Lord God said unto th e
woman, What is this that thou bas t
done? And the woman said, The
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat .

And the Lord God said unto th e
serpent, Because thou hast don e
this, thou art cursed above all cattle ,
and above every beast of the field ;
upon thy belly shalt thou go, an d
dust shalt thou eat all the days o f
thy life :

And I will put enmity betwee n
thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruis e
thy head, and thou shalt bruise hi s
heel .

GOLDEN TEXT : The soul that sin -
neth, it shall die .—Ezek . :18 :4.

CCORDING to the Bibl e
narrative, there can be no
question as to the origin
of sin . It began in the

mind of Lucifer, who was a fre e
moral being. Evidently he wanted
to gain control of our first parents .
Concerning Lucifer, the Prophe t
Ezekiel wrote, "Thou hast been i n
Eden, the garden of God . . . .
Thou art the anointed cherub tha t
covereth [protecteth] ; and I have
set thee so . . . .Thou wast perfect
in thy ways from the day that thou
wast created, till iniquity was foun d
in thee . " (Ezek. 28 :13-15.) The
prophet Isaiah wrote, "Thou has t
said in thine heart, I will ascend in -
to heaven, I will exalt my thron e
above the stars (the other angels )
of God : I will sit also upon th e
mount of the congregation, in the
sides of the north : I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds ; I
will be like the Most High . "—
Isa. 14 :13,14 .

This shows a wrong ambition o n
the part of Lucifer . He wanted to
have autocratic control of the earth ,
just as God maintains absolute rule
in heaven. So he began to carry ou t
his inordinately ambitious design s
by instilling distrust of God into th e
mind of mother Eve . The first wo-
man listened to the tempter . His

words seemed to her, to be true ;
for there appeared to be nothin g
harmful in the forbidden fruit . Per-
haps, the serpent himself partook o f
that fruit and in this way, gave a
convincing object lesson . The sug-
gestion offered was that here was
something calculated to make her
wise. It was the lure of the un-
known, which seemed most desir-
able .

The woman hesitated no longer ;
she took some of the fruit and at e
it . Then she gave it to her husband ,
and he also ate it . The eyes of both
were then opened, and they realize d
fully what they had done. The
woman had been deceived by th e
serpent, but the man had not bee n
deceived . Adam knew that the
consequence of his act would b e
death. Therefore, the Apostle Paul ,
when speaking of this incident ,
said, "Adam was not deceived, bu t
the woman being deceived was in
the transgression .-1 Tim. 2 :14 .

It was at the time of the deflec-
tion of our first parents that the
Lord God made the first prophecy
concerning the great Seed of prom-
ise. The Lord said (Gen. 3 :15) ,
"I will put enmity between thee
and the woman and between thy
seed and her seed ; it shall bruis e
thy head, and thou shalt bruise Hi s
heel . "

The picture presented by this
saying is that the serpent (Satan )
would follow the Seed of promise
and would inflict a painful woun d
whenever it would be possible for
him to do it, but that he would no t
be permitted to destroy the Seed .
However, in due time, the Seed
would turn upon him and crush hi s
head, thus terminating his nefari-
ous operations .

The complete fulfilment of thi s
prophecy is in the future . The Seed
referred to is to be the glorifie d
Jesus and the exalted church, which
is called His body . Another figur e
of speech used to describe th e
church is that of the "bride" o f
Christ . What a balancing of affair s
we thus find in the Bible! The first
man and his bride brought sin an d
death into the world . The second
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man (Christ Jesus) and His brid e
(the church) will bring into the
world both righteousness and life .
Eternal torment does not figure at
all in this transaction, for that God -
dishonoring doctrine is a fabrica-
tion of the Dark Ages . According
to the Scriptures, "the soul that
sinneth, it shall die . " (Ezek. 18 :
4., 20.) It shall not live in any
state or condition . This proves that
the soul is mortal, not immortal .
The two great opposites of th e
Bible are, life on the one hand, an d
death on the other—life to thos e
who obey the divine law, and deat h
to those who disobey it .

QUESTIONS :
Is the garden of Eden story o f

the fall of man true to what w e
know about human nature? If so ,
explain how .

is the soul of man mortal or im-
mortal ? Prove }-our statement from
the Scriptures .

Who was the first .sinner? an d
what was the first sin ?

How will Satan finally be over -
come? How is this pictured in th e
book of Revelation? See chapter 20 .

Who is the great Seed of promise ?
Point out the wonderful balancin g
of human affairs set forth in the
Word of God .

Is the dark-,tge theory o° eterna l
torture in any r„~'~ n~irt el St e

Vine plan Of 1010' : I h -.11 \

* * *

THE EFFECTS OF ALCO -
HOLIC BEVERAGES

April 18—Gen 13 13 ; 19 :23 25 ;

Dent. 32 :31-33 ; Prov . 23 :29-32 .

But the men of Sodom were w 'ek-
ed and sinners before the Lord ex-
ceedugly .

The sun was risen upon the earth
when Lot entered into Zoar .

Then the Lord rained upon Sodo m
and upon Gomorrah brimstone and
fire from the Lord out of heaven ;

And He overthrew those cities ,
andall the plain, and all the inhab-
itants of the cities, and that whic h
grew upon the ground .

For their rock is not as our Rock ,
even our enemies themselves bein g
judges .

For their vine is of the vine o f
Sodom, and of the fields of Gomor-
rah : their grapes are grapes of gall ,
their clusters are bitter :

Their wine is the poison of dragon s
and the cruel venom of asps .

Who hath woe? who hath sorrow ?
who hath contentions? who bath bab-
blin.gs I who bath wounds withou t
cause? who bath redness of eyes ?

They that tarry long at the wine ;
they that go to seek mixed wine .

Look not thou upon the wine whe n
it is red, when it giveth his color in
the cup, when it moveth itself aright .

At the last it biteth like a serpent ,
and stingeth like an adder +

GOLDEN TEXT : At the last it bit-
eth like a serpent, and stingeth lik e

an adder .—Prov . 23 :32 .

CCORDING to the Scrip-
tures drunkenness was on e
of the sins of Sodom . Per-
haps her other sins aros e

out of this one . They are mention-
ed in Ezek. 16 :49,50, as follows :
"Behold, this was the iniquity of
thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness o f
bread, and abundance of idlenes s
was in her and in her daughters ,
neither did she strengthen the han d
of the poor and needy. And they
were haughty, and committed abom-
inations before Me : therefore I
took them away as 1 saw good . "

The fact that alcoholic beverage s
have proved a terrible curse to th e
world is beyond question . Man has
enough to fight against in the shap e
of weakness and disease without
enfeebling his will-power and hi s
nervous system by the use of stron g
drink . It is a deplorable thing, in -
deed, that man should make a foo l
of himself in such a manner . Speak-
ing of intoxication the Prophet
Isaiah says : "Woe unto them that
rise up early in the morning, tha t
they may follow strong drink ; that
continue until night, till wine in -
flame them ! And the harp, an d
the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and
wine, are in their feasts ; but
they regard not the work of th e
Lorin, neither consider the opera-
tion of His hands . Therefore My
people are gone into captivity . be -
cause they have no knowledge : and
their honorable men are famished ,
and their multitude dried up wit h
thirst . Therefore hell [sheol, the
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grave, oblivion] bath enlarged her -
self, and opened her mouth without
measure : and their glory, and thei r
multitude, and their pomp, and h e
that rejoiceth, shall descend into it .

"The mean man shall be brough t
down, and the mighty man shall b e
humbled, and the eyes of the lofty
shall be humbled : But the Lord o f
hosts shall be exalted in judgment ,
and God that is holy shall be sanc-
tified in righteousness ."Isa .5 :11-16 .

In Zion's [Hatch Tower for 1901 ,
we read :

"We concede that literal win e
and intoxication in general are a
dreadful bane to Christendom ; we
concede that many who occupy in-
fluential positions, as well as a
mighty host of the common people ,
are greatly injured by intoxicatin g
liquors . We urge and warn all th e
Lard 's people against this evil, in-
sidious and contaminating infllu-
encc . However, we are not sur e
that the Lord here refers exclusivel y
to literal intoxicating liquors. It
is true, at least, that there is anothe r
kind of intoxication that is very
prevalent at the present time : it i s
scripturally termed the wine of Bab-
ylon : it produces an intoxicatio n
along religious lines, and hinder s
people from discerning and com-
prehending the divine Word, char-
acter and plan. It is the wine of
Churchianity, which confuses those
~vlio use it, and beclouds their mind s
in respect to true Christianity. It
addles their judgment and brings
the people into captivity to fals e
doctrines and false teachers .

"Concerning this symbolic win e
and intoxication, the Lord declares
that Babylon has made `all nation s
[inhabitants of the earth] drunk'
with the wine of her incontinenc y
and unfaithfulness to Him . (Rev . -
17 :2 ; 18 :3 .) The stimulating pow-
er is not the spirit of a sound mind ,
hut the delusion of a false doctrine :
as the Prophet declares, they ar e
`drunken,' but not with wine .--
Isa29 :9-13 . "

A man who becomes inebriated
stumbles about, gets in the way o f
other people, and says things tha t
are foolish and that dishonor his
manhood. So likewise it is wit h
those who are spiritually drunk .
Their walk is a most unsteady one ;
they stumble over objects that ar e
in their pathway, and are anything
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but helpful to other wayfarers .
Moreover, they say the most absur d
and unbelievable things about God .
They misrepresent the divine char-
acter and make out the kind an d
loving Creator to be a monster of
cruelty . At least, most of them do
this, while others say blasphemou s
things about God in other ways . No
wonder then that the Lord, through
the Revelator, says, (Rev .18 :4 . )
"Come out of her [Babylon, the
great city of intoxication] my
people, that ye be not partakers o f
her sins, and that ye receive not o f
her plagues . " Those who are not
enfeebled by Babylon's wine of
false teaching are sturdy on thei r
feet to press forward, to stand fo r
the great cause of truth, and to wit-
ness for the Lord and His gloriou s
kingdom .

QUESTIONS :
Just why did God condemn and

punish Sodom ?
What are the injurious effects o f

literal intoxication ?
What other kind of drunkenness

is mentioned in the Scriptures? How
are people drawn into such intemp-
erance ?

How has great Babylon made all
nations drunk with the wine of th e
wrath of her fornication?-Rev .18 :3 .

While wine imparts a feeling o f
false strength, how is real strengt h
obtained, and what are the variou s
stages in its development ?

* * *

THE OBEDIENCE OF NOA H
April 25-Gen . 8 :20-22 ; 9 :8-17 .

And Noah builded an altar unt o
the Lord ; and took of every clean
beast, and of every clean fowl, an d
offered burnt offerings on the altar .

And the Lord smelled a sweet sav-
or ; and the Lord said in IIis heart ,
I will not again curse the groun d
any more for man's sake ; for the
imagination of man's heart is evi l
from his youth ; neither will I again
smite any more everything living ,
as I have done .

While the earth remaineth, seed -
time and harvest, and cold and heat ,
and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease .

And God spake unto Noah, and to
his sons with him, saying,

And I, behold, I establish My cov-
enant with you, and with your see d
after you ;

And with every living creatur e
that is with you, of the fowl, of th e
cattle, and of every beast of th e
earth with you ; from all that go ou t
of the ark, to every beast of the
earth .

And I will establish My covenan t
with you ; neither shall all flesh b e
cut off any more by the waters of a
flood ; neither shall there be any mor e
a flood to destroy the earth .

And God said, This is the token of
the covenant which I make between
me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for perpetual gen-
erations :

I do set My bow in the clouds, an d
it shall be for a token of a covenan t
between life and the earth .

And it shall come to pass, when
I bring a cloud over the earth, tha t
the bow shall be seen in the cloud :

And I will remember My cove-
nant, which is between Me and yo u
and every living creature of all flesh ;
and the waters shall no more becom e
a flood to destroy all flesh .

And the bow shall be in the cloud :
and I will look upon it, that I ma y
remember the everlasting covenan t
between God and every living crea-
ture of all flesh that is upon the earth .

And God said unto Noah, This i s
the token of the covenant, which T
have established between me and al l
flesh that is upon the earth .

GOLDEN TEXT : By faith Noah ,
being warned of God of things no t
seen as yet, moved with fear, pre -
pared an ark to the saving of hi s

house .— Heb. 11 :7 .

HE faith of Noah was
placed implicitly in th e
word of God. Noah had
never seen a rainfall ; for

such a thing had never taken place .
Thus we read : "The Lord Go d
had not caused it to rain upon th e
earth, . . . but there went up a mis t
from the earth, and watered th e
whole face of the ground . " (Gen . —
2 :5,6 .) Adam, therefore, did no t
see a rainstorm during his lifetim e
of 930 years . Owing to the grea t
canopy of water vapor entirely sur -
rounding the earth, such a thing as
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rain could not have taken place un-
til the floodgates of heaven were
opened in the mighty deluge o f
waters that came down in Noah's
day .

Noah was therefore called upo n
to take a course the world coul d
not possibly appreciate or under -
stand. When a man predicts some -
thing that has never taken place
before, he is generally considered
out of his mind. Imagine construct-
ing a great ship over five hundred
feet in length . Doubtless the ques-
tion in the minds of the people was ,
How could such a vessel possibly
be launched ? To suppose for a mo-
ment that the water would come up
to the vessel, must have been the
standing joke of the time. It took
faith, determination, and strength
of will to go ahead with such a
task as this . Truly, the world was
sunk in gross materialism at this
time. But the life of Noah is a
bright star that shines out amid
all the darkness of the wickedness
of that evil day . He prepared th e
means of his own salvation ; and
in due time, he and his family saile d
away from that world, and after a
season became the progenitors o f
human life in the second world o r
age .

The bow in the clouds is a scien-
tific proof that there cannot be an -
other flood similar to the one tha t
took place at the end of the firs t
world . A rainbow is caused by th e
sun's rays being broken up into
their constituent parts by an aque-
ous envelope that lies in the earth ' s
atmosphere . Before the flood, ther e
was too much water vapor in th e
air to permit this prismatic effec t
to occur ; but subsequent to th e
flood, the amount of water in the ai r
was just enough to cause the sun' s
rays to be bent in the require d
manner. Therefore the rainbow i s
a sure and unfailing sign of a sur e
and unfailing covenant, made by
God between Himself and ever y
living creature upon the earth, that
never again will the earth be des-
troyed by a literal flood .

A faith similar to Noah's is re-
quired on the part of God 's peopl e
today . Jesus predicted that at the
end of the present age conditions
in the world would be comparable ,
in a sense, to what they were in the
days of Noah . His words are,
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"But as the days of Noe were, s o
shall also the doming [parousia,
presence] of the Son of man be .
For as in the clays that were be -
fore the flood they were eating and
drinking, 'marrying and giving i n
marriage, until the clay that No e
entered into the ark, and knew no t
until the flood came, and took them
all away ; so shall the coming [pres-
ence] of the Son of man be ."—
Matt . 24 :37-39 .

Here, then, is a parallel that i s
plainly set forth in the Scriptures ;
viz ., the ending of the first world .
and the closing period of the pres-
ent world or age. As Noah was
present when God was preparing
to send down the flood, so Chris t
is present now and the elements are
in the process of preparation for th e
overthrow of the system of things
constituting the social, political an d
ecclesiastical world. Today, those
who can read the signs of the time s
require the faith of Noah so
that they may loyally stand on th e
side of right, and bravely proclaim
the coming cataclysm and the sub-
sequent establishment of the King-
dom of God .

QUESTIONS ;
In what particular ways was th e

prediction of a coming' deluge a great
test to the faith of Noah ?

How is a . rainbow formed? Is it a
scientific as well as a Scriptura l
proof that there will never again b e
a. flood Pike the one that overwhelme d
the first world ?

Is a faith similar to that of Noah
required of God's people today ?
How should such a faith be mani-
fested .̀?

Point out the parallelism between
the closing period of the first dis-
pensation and the closing time of th e
present world or age .

Was the ark itself a kind of typ e
or picture? If so, of what? Ho w
do we get into the ark of safety ?
And how do we maintain our positio n
there ?

TREE TRACTS : Send for an a s
sortment, and ask to have include d
a free sam p le oc THE DAWN niaa-
a.zine. Address, The Dawn, 1 :1 R
Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N . Y .

ABRAHAM A MA N
OF FAITH

May 2—Gen. 12 :1-9 ; 13 :14-18 .

Now the Lord had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from th y
father's house, unto a land that I wil l
chew thee :

And I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and
make thy name great ; and thou shalt
be a blessing :

And I will bless them that bles s
thee, and curse him that eurseth thee :
and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed .

So Abram departed, as the Lor d
had spoken unto him ; and Lot wen t
with him ; and Abram was sevent y
and five years old when he departed
out of Haran .

And Abram took Sarai his wife,
and Lot his brother's son, and al l
their substance that they had gath-
ered, and the souls that they ha d
gotten in Harare ; and they went forth
to go into the land of Canaan ; and
into the land of Canaan they cane.

And Abram passed through th e
land unto the place of Siehem, unt o
the plain of Morels . And the Canaan-
ite was then in the land.

And the Lord appeared unto Ab-
ram and said, Unto thy seed will I
give this land : and there builded
he an altar unto the Lord, who ap-
peared unto him .

And he removed from thence unt o
a mountain on the east of Bethel ,
and pitched his tent, having Bethe l
on the west, and Hai on the east ; an d
there he builded an altar unto the
Lord, and called upon the name of
the Lord .

And Abram journeyed, going o n
still toward the south .

And the Lord said unto Abram ,
after that Lot was separated from
him, Lift up now thine eyes, an d
look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and east-
ward, and westward :

For all the land which thou seest ,
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed
for ever .
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Arise, walk through the land in th e
length of it and in the breadth of it ;
for I will give it unto thee .

Then Abram removed his tent, an d
came and dwelt in the plain of
Manue, which is in Hebron, and built
there an altar unto the Lord .

GOLDEN TEXT : By faith Abraham ,
when he was called to go into a plac e
which he should after receive for an
inheritance, obeyed . — Heb. 11 :8 .

F1.F first great proof an d
test of Abraham's faith wa s
that he was willing to break
up housekeeping and move

out into the wilderness at the cal l
of God. It was a big undertaking ,
and he had nothing but the word of
the Lord to rely upon . He first
settled in a place called Haran, and
here it was that his father Terah
died and was laid to rest . Then Ab-
raham,took his wife and his nephew,
and departed from Haran. I-Ie wa s
seventy-five years old at this time ,
so was not a young man . In due
time, the party arrived in the lan d
of Canaan .

The next test placed upon Abra-
ham was that he should offer u p
his son Isaac. The Lord was quite
expbcit about this, and nothing els e
but Isaac would do . It meant a
three days journey to go to Moun t
Moriah, which was the place set fo r
the sacrifice . Abraham did not ar-
gue with the Lord about the as-
tounding command that had bee n
given to him . Ife made up his mind
to do exactly what was required
of him, even though the killing o f
Isaac would mean the destructio n
of the seed of promise . So the
patriarch arose early in the mornin g
and took his son and some othe r
young men and went forth to Mor-
iah,. Arriving there, lie built a n
altar and placed the wood in th e
accustomed way, then lifted th e
knife to slay his son, when the an-
gel of the Lord stepped in and pre-
vented the deed .
The Apostle Paul throws ligh t

upon this matter . He says that
Abraham was willing to obey God' s
command because he knew that Go d
could raise Isaac from the dead .
This shows that he trusted God im-
plicitly . God was so pleased wit h
Abraham that he made with him a

,(Continued on page 33 )

And t will make thy seed as th e
dust of the earth : so that if a ma n
can number the dust of the earth ,
then shall thy seed also be numbered .



The Creation of Adam
T IS interesting to be in a warm country i n

the winter season, " observed Uncle El), a s
he began to tell our Bible Story . "In lands
lying near the equator there is no snow, an d

one does not need to wear a heavy overcoat and
warm gloves or mitts, as we do in this country . Then
there are beautiful flowers there, when everything in
the woods and gardens here appears withered an d
lifeless .

"In the place where God made man it was pleasan t
all the year round . It was just a large, beautifu l
garden . You know its name of course . It is called
the Garden of Eden . Many fine trees and plant s
were in this garden . Then one did not need to g o
hungry, for there was plenty of fruit . It must have
been very pleasant work for man to attend to a plac e
like this . Everything must have seemed wonderfu l
to him at first, for everything in nature is wonderful .
An earthworm seems to be a common thing indeed ,
but please remember that man with all his educatio n
and all his power cannot make an earthworm. In
fact, man cannot make a single thing that has life .

"One day I was walking along the shore of the
Gulf of Mexico when I picked up some curious look-
ing shells . One of them was a hi-valve, and ver y
tiny ; but I pried the shell apart, and there was a liv-
ing creature in it, as snug as you please . And
it moved its head as much as to say, Please do not
hurt me. And I didn't hurt it, for it was a cute littl e
chap that was making its home on the shore of the
great ocean. I thought to myself, How wonderfu l
are the works of God! All the men in the worl d
could not make a creature like that, dwelling so com-
fortably within its white palace walls .

"And as for a tree, what an interesting thing tha t
is, with its great branches waving in the air, and it s
thousands of leaves, which are really its lungs . Ther e
are many different kinds of trees . Some trees bea r
apples, some bear pears, others peaches, apricots ,
olives and different kinds of nuts . And there ar e
orange trees, date palms, besides hundreds of othe r
kinds of trees . It was God who made all the trees ;
and TIe made them before He made man .

"God also made millions of fishes, and put them in
the ocean as well as in the rivers and lakes to live.
Then He made the animals, such as the rabbit, the
fox, the bear, the elephant, the lion, the tiger, an d
many others that roam the forests and wild places of

the earth . And He did not forget to make our frien d
the dog ; also the cat, the horse, the cow, and othe r
animals that serve man in various ways . You see ,
the Lord God took a long time to prepare the eart h
for human beings before He made them. He wanted
to have a nice place for them to dwell . And I think
that He succeeded very well ; for the garden of Eden
was more beautiful than any part of the world tha t
we have ever seen .

"If I should make any mistakes in this story, "
remarked Uncle Eb, "I want you children to put u p
your hands and to correct me ; for it is possible fo r
any one to make a mistake .

"Well, the Bible tells us that on the sixth creative
day, God made man, Because He wanted a being on
earth like Himself, He created man in His own
image . The first man's name was Joshua .

"Wary, how is this ? I see a lot of hands up . Was
I wrong, Peter ? "

"Indeed you were," replied Peter, with quite a
bit of satisfaction, "the first man's name was Adalrr, "

"Well, now, sure enough, you are right . Adam i s
the name the Bibe gives us--my mistake! It i s
claimed that the name Adam means "red earth," be -
cause God made man out of the dust of the earth .
You see, the Lord just took the same things tha t
everything else is made of and with these made man .
Ile made this wonderful human body . He created a
framework of two hundred and six bones, and H e
put flesh over them ; and He made hundreds of mus-
cles and nerves, and connected all these things to-
gether . He made the feet and legs to enable man t o
walk and run . He made the hands so that man
could pick up things and carry them around ; and do
so many things, indeed, that I could't name the halt
of them .

"Man uses his hands to write letters, to run a
tvnewriter, to play on musical instruments, to pain t
pictures and buildings, to build bridges and grea t
buildings, and thousands of other things . Then God
made the eyes . And what wonderful eves they are !
Ilow could we possibly get along without them ?
These eyes of ours can see the green grass, the leafy
trees, the flowers of the garden, the birds, the clouds ,
the blue sky, the majestic hills, the rivers, lakes an d
seas, the faces of our friends, the golden sunshine ,
and all the beauties in the_ world around us . How
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thankful we ought to he for the gift of our eyesight !
"And God didn't stop with the eyes, but He mad e

the cars, too. In the ear there is a little drum, an d
this drum picks up the sound vibrations and b y
means of nerves sends them to the brain, and in thi s
way we are enabled to hear the sound of the running
brook, the songs of the birds, the wind in the tre e
tops, the noise of thunder, the roaring waves of th e
ocean, the mewing of Miss Pussy as she asks for a
taste of milk, the barking of doggie as he tells u s
that he wants to play or run off after some four -
footed friend of his. And best of all, we can hear the
words we speak to one another . Sometimes those
words are not nice to hear, and they make us angr y
when another person says them ; but on the other
hand, frequently they are pleasant to hear ; for we
all like to hear kind words . Let us all seek to speak
words of kindness .

"Then the kind Creator ha s
given us a sense of smell, s o
that even if we are in anothe r
room, we can tell there is a
good dinner awaiting us ou t
there on the table . Then we
have the sense of feeling o r
touch, and the sense of taste .
Now who can tell me how
many natural senses I hav e
named ? Can you, John ? "

" I think you named five,"
replied John .

"Five is right," said Uncl e
Eb. "And we feel that we
could not get along very well
without any of these senses .
Who can tell me just what i s
the most important part of the
human body? "

"I think it must be the
heart," said Esther .

"Perhaps the tongue," sug-
gested Paul .

"Well, now, those are very
important things," commented
Uncle Pb ; "but my thought
is the brain . You see, the brain is situated in the
head, enclosed in a bony structure, called the skull ,
and is the part of the body we use when we think .
All of our thoughts are manufactured in this factor y
of the brain . The brain has millions of tiny cells ,
and it is connected with every part of the body b y
means of nerves . If the nerves connecting your
arm with your brain were cut, you could not mov e
your arm, . And the same is true of the limbs, an d
of every other part of the body . This gives you some
idea of what an important organ the brain is .

"Put there was something that God had to pu t
in man before he could use his brain, or other organ s
of the body. What was this? Who can tell us? "

"It must have been strength," Ruth suggested .

"Well, .you are not far from the right answer,"
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replied Uncle Eb . "It was something that gave
strength, for it was the `breath of life,' which, whe n
it came in proper contact with the wonderful bod y
that God had made, produced that strange thing w e
call life . No one knows just what this thing is, but
we know that we have it in our bodies ; and that
when it leaves us, we become dead, and do not kno w
anything at all .

"So then, God put the breath of life in the firs t
man and he became a living being . He could then
breathe the air into his lungs . He could behold th e
wonderful world around him . He could smell th e
fragrance of the flowers . He must have felt ver y
grateful to God for having made him the fine, nobl e
creature that he was .

"Then God made a fine big monkey to be with
Adam--I see some hands up . What does this mean?"

"God didn't make a monkey to live with Adam ,
i ncle Eb," protested Peter, "He made a woman . "

"Well, well, now, I do declare! Didn't I make a
tremendous mistake," exclaimed Uncle Eb, with a
twinkle in his eye. "Of course it wasn't a monkey
that God made at all—not then, because He had cre-
ated monkeys long before that . There is a big dif-
ference between a man and a monkey and between a
woman and a monkey . And if God had given a
monkey to Adam for a companion, I feel sure tha t
he would not have been at all satisfied . Monkeys are
all right in their place, but they can ' t take the place
of human beings . Yes, it was a woman that God
made ; and her name was Eve, and He gave thi s
beautiful woman to Adam in the garden of Eden .
They lived together there very happily for a time —
well, I'll tell you about that in the next story . "

An Artist's Conception of the Creation of Adam

A



GOD'S KINGDOM NEA R

QUESTION : In Matthew 24 :33 we read,"When y e
shall see all these things, know that it is near, even a t
the doors ." The marginal note on this text suggest s
"He" instead of "it," making that part of the pass -
age read, "know that He is near, even at the doors . "
Would not this prove that all the various signs give n
in this great prophecy of our Lord, are signs that H e
is soon to nine, rather than that He is already present ?

ANSWER : The personal pronoun "He" appear-
ing in the margin of our Common Version Bible i s
merely in the nature of a suggestion on the part o f
the translators, as they doubtless thought it woul d
add clarity to the passage. These translators had n o
hope for anything beyond the second coming o f
Christ, except that. a few of the saintly ones of th e
earth would be taken to heaven, and that all the re-
mainder of mankind would be consigned to a burnin g
hell, while the earth itself would be destroyed by a
literal fire . Obviously, then with these views, th e
pronoun "it " wouldn ' t convey any great depth of
meaning to these sincere men : so they decided i t
would be more meaningful if the pronoun "He" wer e
used .

Fortunately, however, we do not need to depen d
upon the suggestions of the translators as to what thi s
teat really has reference to . as St . Luke, recording
the same statement by Jesus, goes into greater de -
tail than does St . Matthew . Instead of abbreviatin g
this part of his report of Jesus' prophecy, Luke in-
dicates what the "it" really refers to, saving, "S o
likewise, ye, when ye see these things come to pass ,
know ye that the Kingdom of God is nigh ." —
Luke 21 :31 .

This makes the matter plain, showing, as it does ,
that the same signs which betoken the parousia, or
presence of the Master, were also to be signs of th e
nearness of the Messianic Kingdom . The old world
order must be destroyed before the new Kingdom be -
comes operative for the blessing of the people, an d
the Scriptures show clearly that the Master would be
present during the overthrow of Satan 's empire. It
is very important to keep clearly in mind the chron-
ological order of events relative to this subject, if we
are to understand it properly .

In the interlineary translation of the Emphati c
Diaglott the personal pronoun "lie" is given, al-
though Prof. Wilson in his arranged translation i n
the right-hand column . changes it to "it ." But
he could hardly be blamed for this, for he held to th e
traditional, dark-age conception of the coming of
Christ and the end of the world, so his translatio n
would be influenced by his views. That Jesus was

in this prophecy presenting signs of the nearness o f
His Kingdom as well as of His own personal pres-
ence, is also indicated by the first verse of the next
chapter, which reads, "Then shall the Kingdom. o f
heaven be likened unto ten virgins," etc .

It has long been understood by nominal church
students of the Bible that the end of the world follows
the second coming of Christ . So far as we are aware ,
no one has ever taught that the earth would first b e
destroyed, the good people all sent to heaven, the ha d
to hell, and then, after that, Christ would come . No,
all have agreed that the reverse of this is the manne r
in which it is presented in the Bible . The difficult y
with many sincere students has been that they di d
not recognize that the destruction of "this presen t
evil world" did not imply the literal burning up of
the earth . They saw clearly that the end of the worl d
would follow, the coming of Christ, but supposing
that the destruction of that day was to be literal, the y
tried to imagine Jesus coming, followed almost in-
stantly by a mighty upheaval of nature, the earth
bursting into flames, with the whole affair complete d
within one 24-hour day . No wonder these goo d
people failed to properly understand the subject o f
our Lord's second presence .

The Apostle Paul says that the "day of the Lord "
comes, and then "sudden destruction ." (1 Thcs. 5 :
1-5 .) St . Peter says. "the day of the Lord" wil l
come . " in the which the heavens shall pa:—:s :away
with a great noise, and the elements shall m elt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that ar e
therein shall be burned up ." (2 Pet . 3 :10 .) It is pass
ages of this kind that our nominal chu-ch fr end s
use to prove that Jesus will come before the earth i s
"burned up," and they are right so far as the chron-
ological order of the events are concerned : but
wrong, of course, as to the nature of the burning .

So far as the literal earth is concerned, the Bible
makes it clear that it is to abide for ever . (Feel . 1 :4 . )
It is the symbolic earth that is destroyed following
the Lord 's coming. The symbolic earth is com-
posed of the various "elements" which make u p
our modern "civilization ." Everybody knows that
these "elements" are even now disintegrating, whic h
means a "melting," or breaking down of the old or -
der of things . Daily, and on every hand, the clos e
student of prophecy can see the fulfilment of one afte r
another of the divine forecasts relative to this day o f
distress and destruction. Yes, "this present evi l
world" is almost literally tumbling clown on th e
heads of those who are feverishly endeavoring t o
u phold it .

Now if the parousia or presence of Christ were to
precede this time of destruction, as the Scriptures so
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clearly show, we can arrive at only one conclusion ,
and that is, that His coming is already in the past,
that He is now present as the great spiritual King ,
directing the overthrow of Satan 's empire, and pre-
paring for the full establishment of the Kingdom o f
God—the "new heavens and new earth, wherei n
dwelleth righteousness . " All the various signs, there -
fore : the "distress " of nations, "men's hearts failing
them for fear, " the budding of the fig tree, etc ., are
evidences both of His parousia and of the nearnes s
of His Messianic Kingdom .

AS THE LIGHTNING

QUESTION : When Jesus said that His parousi a
would be as the "lightning," did He not mean a sud-
den appearing and manifestation to all mankind ?

ANSWER : Our Lord ' s statement which is re-
ferred to in this question, is that of Matthew 24 :27 ,
which we quote : "For as the lightning cometh ou t
of the east, and shineth even unto the west ; so shall
also the coming [parousia, presence] of the Son o f
man be ." Here, as with every text of Scripture, it i s
important to take the context into consideration i f
we are to arrive at a correct understanding of wha t
it means . Doing this, we find that Jesus is not seek-
ing to illustrate how long it would take Him to come ,
but rather, the manner in which His presence wil l
become manifest, or the effects of His presence .

The preceding text reads : "Wherefore if they
shall say unto you, Behold He is in the desert ; go not
forth ; behold, He is in the secret chambers ; believe i t
not . " Then follows the illustration of the "lightning . "
Clearly, thus, does the Master teach that Hi s
second presence would not be like the presence of a
human being, in the sense that he could be located in
some secret hiding place, or isolated in some one def-
inite spot in the earth ; or that by organizing a search-
ing party there would be a possibility of finding Him .
Father, His presence would be known through a
world-wide diffusion of light, shining from the eas t
even unto the west . Certainly Jesus could not have
used a better illustration to show us that His presenc e
would be recognized by the effects it would produc e
in the earth, rather than by seeing I-Iim as an indi-
vidual in some certain part of the earth .

The Greek word translated "lightning " in this
text is astrape . Professor Strong tells us that thi s
word is a derivative of astrapto, which in turn is fro m
the Greek word aster, meaning a star. It is from
these original roots that we get our words astronom-
ical and astronomy. Asti-ape, then, is associated
with the thought of a "bright shining" produced b y
heavenly bodies, or God-given light . Once (Luke 11 :
36) it is used to describe the light that come s
from a candle ; but even here, the bright shining o f
the candle is used to illustrate the light of divin e
truth enjoyed by those who are in heart-harmon y
with the Lord .

In Matthew 28 :3 the Greek word astrape is used
to describe the bright countenance of the angel of th e
Lord that rolled away the stone from in front o f
Jesus ' tomb—this evidently was a supernatural bright -

27

ness . Again, Jesus said, "I beheld Satan as lightnin g
[astrape] fall from heaven . " (Luke 10 :18.) In the
Old Testament the fallen Lucifer is described as hav-
ing been one of the bright stars of God—one of the-
morning stars . It was this bright, shining one tha t
Jesus saw fall from his high position in the divin e
arrangements .

In Revelation 4 :5 ; 8 :5 ; 11 :19, and 16 :18, thi s
same word astrape is used and translated "light-
nings." It is interesting to note that in each of these -
instances the thought conveyed is that of the diffus-
ion of light. These lightning flashes are shown to.
come, either from the "throne, " or to be closely asso-
ciated with the "great earthquake"--so great that
never was there anything like it before . This evident-
ly is the great time of trouble which follows th e
lightning-like parousia of the Master .

In every instance, therefore, this word astrape
has to do with the diffusion of light . This is the sam e
thought suggested by the Psalmist when he said ,
"His lightnings enlightened the world : the earth
saw and trembled . The hills melted like wax at th e
presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of
the whole earth ." (Psa . 97 :4,5 .) Jesus said that the-
astrape or "bright shining" of His presence would
be so all-pervading that it would reach from the east.
even unto the west . In this respect, it will be as the -
light of the sun . Indeed, Jesus is referred to as "th e
Sun of righteousness " which shall arise, "with heal-
ing in His wings . "--Malachi 4 :2 .

There is no single Greek word that adequatel y
describes in full, all the details or phases of the Mas-
ter's second presence . It is only as we put together
all the various passages bearing on the subject that :
we obtain the complete thought of what it will mean ,.
to the church and the world . Had Jesus indicatedl
that His pa~roasia- was to be exactly as the rising o f
the literal sun, it would not have been in harmon y
with other statements of the Scriptures . So far as
its world-wide aspect is concerned--"from the east
even unto the west"—it is like the sun . It is like the
sun also, in that all during the Kingdom reign it wi7 A
bring "healing " to the people ; but as to the diffus-
ion of light, it will not be as the sun, because the su n
fills the earth with bright light, from the time of it s
rising until its going down in the evening . This wil l
not be so of the light of Christ's presence .

Concerning the thousand-year clay of the Lord' s
parousia, the prophet says, "And it shall come to pas s
in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark :
but it shall he one day which shall be known to th e
Lord, not day, nor night ; but it shall come to pass ,
that at evening time it shall he light ." (Zech. 14 :6,7 . )
The prophet describes two peculiarities of this day ;
namely, that during the clay it will be partly dark
and partly light, and that in the evening, it shall be
light . Most days are the opposite of this, in that -
prior to the evening they are light, and then, wit h
the approach of evening, it gradually becomes dark .

Thus we see, that while the light of the new cla y
will be general, from "east to west," yet, not until'
the evening, will it be as full and bright as the light
of the sun, First of all, the light of the Lord ' s par-
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ousia, will he recognized only by the faithful watchers ,
because "ye brethren are not in darkness that that day
should overtake you as a thief ." "Ye are the childre n
of the day," said the apostle,- and as children of th e
day, we should be enjoying the light of the day —
light that reveals the presence of the Lord to th e
watchers now, even as it will reveal His presence t o
all mankind later, when the day-time of His King-
dom is fully ushered in .

PAROUSIA, EPIPHANEIA, APOKALUPSIS

QUESTION : I understand that the New Testamen t
uses three different words with reference to the tim e
of Christ's presence . Are we to understand that thes e
three words are descriptive of progressive stages o r
periods of His presence ?

ANSWER : No! The word parousia alone i s
used to describe the fact of Jesus' presence, whil e
the other two words, epiphancia and apo1ahrpsis,
are terms which are used in the Bible to describe the
effects of His parousia, or presence. The period o f
Christ ' s presence, first as Chief Reaper in the harvest ,
and then as King in the Kingdom, continues all th e
way through to the end of the Millennial age . His
epiphaneia (bright shining), and apokalupsis, (re-
vealment), are also going on during this entire period .

The epiphanneia, or bright shining of His presenc e
has to do with the great increase of knowledge tha t
accompanies His parousia ; and it is this bright shin-
ing that reveals His parousia.. The bright shinin g
first of all, reaches and blesses the faithful watchers
with a knowledge of events pertaining to the day o f
the Lord. It is in this day of the Lord, or "time of
the end," that knowledge along all lines is increased .
Not only is the church blessed by this knowledge ,
but it is designed to accomplish other things as well .
For example, speaking of the great anti-christ sys-
tem, the apostle says, "whom the Lord shall consum e
with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with
the brightness (epiphaneia) of His coming (parousia ,
presence) ."—2 Thes . 2 :8 .

Thus does the apostle tell us that the destructio n
of the "man of sin," or antichrist, will he accomplishe d
by the brightness of the Master 's parousia . 11as not
the great increase of knowledge resulting from th e
Master 's presence already had devastating effects
upon that apostate system? The antichrist system i s
composed of the union of church and stale, and thi s
system is already practically destroyed in the :arth .
True, the various elements that composed it are stil l
in existence, but even these are rapidly disintegrat-
ing and losing their hold upon the people—and al l
because of the great "increase of knowledge " re-
sulting from His presence .

This brightness of His presence is to continue an d
increase until at the very close of the hingdom per-
iod . It shall be fully light when the knowledge of the
glory of God will completely fill the earth as the wat-
ers cover the sea. And just so. shall the apokrlup-
sis, or revealment of the Master's presence continue ,
until finally, not only the faithful watchers, but al l
men . "every eve . " shall see or recognize the fact of

The Dawn

His parousia. The great time of trouble will hav e
much to do with His revealment to the world of man -
kind .
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HOW JOHN THE BAPTIST KNEW JESU S
QUESTION : In the February issue of The Dawn ,

you state that John the Bapt'st recognized the Messiah ,
not by His facial expression, but by properly inter-
preting signs which the Lord gave . In John 1 :29, wher e
John says, "Behold the Lamb of God," it seems t o
show that he, in some way, recognized Jesus by His
appearance . How do you explain ?

ANSWER : We need merely to read verses 30-3 4
of this same chapter to find the answer to this ques-
tion. Twice in this passage, John is recorded as say-
ing, "And I knew Him not," that is, by His appear-
ance . Explaining the manner in which he knew tha t
Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah, John says ,
"but He that sent me to baptize with water, the sam e
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit
descending, and remaining on Him, the same is H e
which baptizeth with the holy spirit . And I saw ,
and bare record that this is the Son of God"—be-
cause the saw the spirit descend upon Jesus .

IDENTITY IN THE RESURRECTIO N

QUESTION : Are there any Scriptures which indi-
cate clearly that persons will recognize each other in
the resurrection, and remember anything about thei r
past lives ?

ANSWER. Yes, there are many Scriptures whic h
show unmistakably that those who are restored to
life upon the earth during the Messianic Kingdo m
period will recognize each other as former friend s
and relatives : and also that all the resurrected one s
will have a definite recollection of their past lives .
This, inde ed, is one or the bless : d features of th e
resurrection hope as presented in the

	

ord of God .
ere the identity of the individual to he lost, to him -

-elf and others, the resurrection hope would he value-
less ; fact, it would be no hope at all :1 few of
the Scriptures hearing on the subject, follow :

"Therefore, thus saint the Lord v . ho redeemed
11,raham, concerning the house of [acob, Jacob shal l

not now be ashamed ; neither shall his face now wa x
pale [- as when he formerly lived] . But when he
scc'Ih his chili/Nth, the work of dine hands in th e
midst of him, they shall sanctify My name, and sanc-
tify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the Go d
of Israel ." (Isa . 29 :22, 23 .) This promise was mad e
long years after Jacob died ; hence can be fulfilled onl y
in and by the resurrection .

In God's promise to the Israelites of a resurrectio n
for them, He shows that they will then remember
their former iniquities, and will be filled with shame
when brought face to face with the Sodomites, wh o
v ill also he resurrected during the Kingdom era . We
quote : "when I shall bring again their captivity ,
the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and th e
captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then shall I
bc:n again the captivity of thy captives in the midst
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of them : That thou mayest bear thine own shame ,
and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done ,
in that thou art a comfort unto them . . . . Then thou
shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, whe n
thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and th y
younger : and I will give them unto thee for daught-
ers, but not by thy covenant . And I will establish
My covenant with thee ; and thou shalt know that I
am the Lord . That thou Inayest remember and b e
confounded, and never open thy mouth any more be -
cause of thy shame, when I am pacified toward the e
for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God."-
Ezek. 16 :53, 54, 61-63 .

29

God 's promise to mothers that their dead childre n
will be restored to them would be meaningless if th e
mothers were not able to recognize their little ones
when resurrected . Notice the language of the pro-
phet on this point : "Thus saith the Lord ; A voice
was heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping ;
Rachel weeping for her children refused to be com-
forted for her children, for they were not . Thus sait h
the Lord ; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thin e
eyes from tears : for thy work shall be rewarded,
saith the Lord ; and they shall come again from th e
land of the enemy . And there is hope in thine end ,
saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again t o
their own border ."-3 cr . 31 :15-17 .

Outline For Berean Study
THE DIVINE FAMILY (b) The way to immortality was opened for Himself .

Phil . 2 :8, 9 ; Heb . 12 :2 ; Eph . 1 :20, 21 ; John 5 :26 .
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Shepherd : John 10 :14 .
Corner Stone : Eph . 2 :20 .

95, par . 1 (f) Bread : John 6 : 33, 48 .
(4) What

	

purposes

	

of

	

God were

	

accomplished

	

by (7) What does the Bible tell us of Jesus' exaltation ?
Christ's earthly life and sacrificial death? Phil .

	

2 :9 ; Heb. 1 :1. 1 19 .
(a) Redemption of Adam's race : Scripture Studies-Vol . 5, page 39, par . 1 .

Hob. 2 :9 ; John 3 :16 ; 1 Tim. 2 :5, 6 ; 1 Cor. 15 :21 ; Watch Towers-1898, page 372 (Reprints, 2407 ,
Mark 10 :95 ; 1 Pet . 1 :18, 19 . last par . to conclusion) ; 1915, page 248 (Reprints ,
Scripture Studies-Vol, 5, hot. page 393 . 5748, eol . 2, par

	

5, 6) .
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SPRINGTIME--LITERAL AND SPIRITUA L

PR.ING, beautiful spring, is here again . It i s
a time when all nature takes on new life .
And with the coming of spring there is als o
an increase of spiritual activity among th e

people of God . With the exception of the few wh o
are privileged to live in the "sunny southlands," th e
winter period is a time during which many of our ac -
tivities are more or less curtailed . But the sprin g
time for the Christian means the budding of oppor-
tunities for more frequent association with others of
like precious faith, and for putting into active prac-
tice in other ways the principles of Christianity tha t
should always be dominant in the heart .

The increased number of conventions to be hel d
in various parts of the country is already indicating
that the pent-up desires of the friends to associat e
with their brethren are, with the coming of bette r
weather, beginning to assert themsel v es . We cal l
attention to the announcements of these conventions ,
which appear on the inside rear cover page of thi s
issue of The Dawn. Let us, pray that the Lord may
bless the brethren in the various localities who ar e
arranging for these gatherings ; and also that I-I e
may bless all who find it possible to attend one o r
more of these holy convocations .

In the individual lives of many of us there seem s
to be "winter" periods during which, while our heart s
remain loyal to God and to His truth, the inwar d
life fails to be outwardly manifested . This is also
sometimes true of God's people in a collective sense .
These are times when, inadvertently, perhaps, w e
hide our light under a bushel . Probably all of u s
have had experiences of this kind ; and how refresh-
ing it is when, in the Lord 's providence, condition s
change so that we may again assume the normal ac-
tivities of Christian life and growth .

We should not be discouraged if circumstance s
over which we have no control bring about thes e
"winter" experiences ; yet, let us ever be on the alert
to recognize the signs which indicate the coming o f
"spring" and "summer," when we can again becom e
active in laying down our lives for the Master . For
a number of years past various conditions have con-
tributed to a curtailment of activity among those wh o
are holding to the pure truth of the divine plan ; ye t
gradually, for some time now, the signs of "spring "
have been more and more manifesting themselves ;
and friends all over the world are responding, an d
being blessed . In the March issue of "Pi.ble Student s
Monthly," published by the Bible Students Com-
mittee, 20, Darwin Road, Welling, Kent, 'England ,
there is a short article which reveals that in Great

Britain, as elsewhere, the friends are realizing an
increased sense of their responsibilities as ambassa-
dors of the truth . We quote the article, as follows :

"The decision of several leading church systems t o
initiate a 'recall to religion' during this year is of tre-
mendous significance to the observant Christian . This
is no half-hearted attempt to translate into reality a
vague desire to see more people at church and to em -
brace within the confines of the creeds a larger numbe r
of those whose apathetic attitude to any form of re-
ligion is so often bemoaned . There is no reasonabl e
doubt that the leaders of the chinches—or their ad-
visers—perceive that conditions in the world to-day ar e
leading an increasing number of thinking people, es-
pecially among the younger generation, to think alon g
lines which must inevitably bring them face to fac e
with the message of Christ ; and it is with the hope tha t
some of these will turn to the church for instructio n
and guidance in these difficult times that this appea l
is made .

Now we as a eonununity realize that the establi she d
systems have no message that will satisfy . There i s
no clarion note of assurance and comfort . They canno t
speak, as did our Master two thousand years ago, `a s
one having authority .' That is the penalty which must
be paid by every system which has brought itself s o
much into line with the standards of ibis world tha t
it has become blinded to the plain implications of th e
teachings of Christ . And as we read the urgent an d
earnest appeals to all and sundry, to return to the in-
stitutions which have so notably failed to lead me n
and women in the way of the Kingdom, we know of a
surety that those entreaties can bear but little frui t

In late years the brethren have been quiet in thi s
same direction--with a few exceptions there have been
little effort to herald forth in any organized manner th e
message of the Kingdom . Internal perplexities ; som e
measure of caution whilst watching the rapidly chang-
ing course of events ; the influence of teachings regard-
ing the `closing• of the door,' the `glorification of th e
church,' and so on, have all combined to stay our hands .
Economic difficulties have almost precluded the possi-
bilty of that volunteer work which was attended wit h
such encouraging results in older days .

"Yet still the commission is ours, `Ye shall be wit-
nesses unto Me,' and in a time such as this, when men' s
hearts are failing them for fear and we know the ans-
wer to the problems which perplex so many we shall b e
unfaithful servants if we fail to make known the mes-
sage of life which is entrusted to us . Let us shake off
the apathy which has been bred of prer aions discourage-
ments, and in the confidence of our mission as ambass a
dors of Christ `go out in the highways and search them
all'—and may God give the increase ."
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AN EVIDENCE OF "NEW TIMES "

A LETTER from Brother G . Russell Pollock, o f
California, echoes the same sentiments as those ex -
pressed by the brethren in Great Britain . He writes :

"Dear Brethren : I am constrained to write you re-
garding a one-day convention at Phoenix, Arizona, hel d
on February 21st . While I have been at larger con-
ventions I have never attended one where the spirit o f
the Lord was more manifest . As you know, Arizona
belongs to the wide open spaces and in order to gathe r
together a group of forty-five Bible Students severa l
had to travel over four hundred miles to make th e
round trip from their homes to Phoenix, where th e
table was set by the Lord .

"The meetings began in the morning and culminate d
in a public witness given in the Masonic Temple Sun -
day night . The whole day was profitable and I kno w
that I was blessed through association with those of
,like precious faith and encouraged also by the zea l
exhibited by the Phoenix class . One of the things whic h
impressed me was that the class is composed of a good-
ly number of young people, and I am informed tha t
many of these did not see consecration until after som e
believe that all spirit-begetting had ceased ; and yet ,
these brethren are giving every evidence of having
been `enlightened,' and of having `tasted of the heaven-
ly gift,' and of being `partakers of the holy spirit . '

"In advertising the public service the friends made
use of the newspapers and also had printed fiftee n
thousand hand bills on the topic, `World Peace--,A
False Dream or a Living Hope°?' These were distrib-
uted to the homes and also placed in the automobile s
around town . Where the doors of the cars were locke d
we placed the circular in the door on the side where th e
lock was so that the owner was bound to find it whe n
he returned to his ear . On Sunday morning the breth-
ren scattered over Phoenix and some went to surround-
ing towns and put circulars in the autos around th e
various churches . I mention these details because they
seem practicable for other communities and becaus e
they brought results .

"An audience of more than three hundred person s
gathered to hear the divine plan, and forty-seven name s
were handed in with a request for further literature .
I am frank to admit, brethren, that my heart burned
within me as I saw the spirit of the Arizona friends ,
and when I saw the public coming' into the hall to liste n
to the words of life . Some said, `It seems like ol d
times,' and that is true—it did! But I also wonder i f
it isn ' t also an evidence of 'new times' for those wh o
realize that there is still some work to do for those wh o
gory in the Cross of Christ and who count it a privi-
lege still to show forth the praises of the One who ha s
called ns out of darkness into this light of truth .

"My object in writing this letter is to pass on t o
you some of the encouragement which I received, an d
I trust that it may be the means of strengthening yo u
a little as you continue to hold up the banner of th e
Kingdom .

T am, by His grace,

	

--Brother G. R. Pollock "
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THE 'WILMINGTON,, DEL ., CONVENTION

APPROXIMATELY 150 friends assembled i n
Wilmington, Delaware, over the week-end of Marc h
20, 21, when the Lord showered rich blessings upo n
them as they mingled their hearts and voices together
in "psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, " makin g
melody of praise unto the "Giver of every good an d
perfect gift" for IIis lovingkindness to them . This
was the annual pre-memorial convention, and the
opening and closing discourses were specially in lin e
with the occasion . All the talks N.\ ere well calculated
to encourage the brethren in their efforts to "gird up
the loins" of their minds,' not only for the duration o f
the memorial season, but also for faithful enduranc e
as they "fight the good fight of faith " unto the end .

Brother Bullock, of Federalsburg, Md ., was sched-
uled to give the opening talk of the convention, bu t
he was unable to be present ; so his place was abl y
filled by Brother Siddons, of Philadelphia . Brother
Siddons, appropriate to the time, gave a brief out -
line of the principal thoughts pertaining to the Mem-
orial Supper, beginning with the typical passover i n
Egypt, tracing the theme through to Jesus, the anti -
typical Passover Lamb, and to the Memorial as th e
commemoration of His death ; reminding us as wel l
of our own share in His sufferings . Many helpful
thoughts were emphasized in this talk . Brother Ed-
ward Fay followed Brother Siddons, with a timel y
and encouraging talk based on some of the wonderfu l
truths found in Paul 's letter to the Ephesians .

Tt was not unusual that there should be a publi c
meeting scheduled on the program of the Wilming-
ton convention, as the friends there feel that a con-
vention would not be complete unless an opportunit y
was given for others , to hear about the truth that ha s
so rejoiced their own hearts . But the time for thi s
meeting was unusual, in that it was held on Saturda y
night, rather than the bsual time on Sunday . This
was partly in the nature of an experiment, and partl y
because a suitable auditorium for the public meetin g
could not be secured for any other time . Brother
Wilson, of Pittsburgh, gave the public address, usin g
as his subject, "Life, Death and the Hereafter . "

This meeting was well advertised, and naturally
the friends were all interested to see how well a Sat-
urday night meeting would be attended . The weath-
er was against it, however, as one of the worst storm s
of the season blew up about six o'clock in the even-
ing, and continued until well past the hour schedule d
for the lecture to begin . But, in spite of this, at least
50 strangers turned out, braving the hardships of the
storm in order to hear the message of hope whic h
they felt would be given . And they were not disap-
pointed . It was with difficulty that even "seasoned "
Bible Students kept back tears of joy as they listene d
once more to the good old story that "satisfies ou r
longings as nothing else can do." It was the opinion
of many of the friends that, had the weather been
favorable, the auditorium would have been filled to
capacity, even though it was Saturday night. A
number of strangers who attended the public meeting ,
took programs of the convention home with them, and
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some of these came back to attend the meetings th e
following day .

On Sunday morning Brother Fay addressed the
friends again, this time on the life of Abraham—an d
how inspiring it was to be reminded afresh of th e
outstanding example of faith we have in the life o f
the one whom we think of as the "father of the faith-
ful"! Brother Wilson followed Brother Fay, givin g
a talk on "The Principal Thing"—love . 1 Corinthi-
ans 13 was used as the basis of this talk ; and how
heart-searching it was to be brought face to face with
the vital realities of the Christian life as set forth by
the apostle in this wonderful chapter .

Brother Oscar Magnuson's subject, at the opening
session Sunday afternoon, was : "The Secret Place
of the Most High . He called attention to many of
the pitfalls now being planted by the adversary, by
which he is endeavoring to draw us away from the
Lord ; and to the fact that God's truth is our "shield "
and "buckler ." He admonished the friends to re -
main loyal to the truth as their protection against "al l
the wiles of the devil ." The last talk of the con-
vention was a brief review of some of the closing ex-
periences in our Lord's life, showing how He was
tested to the very limit, ,vet was faithful, "even unto
death ." Then came the "love feast," with its genuin e
and deep-felt expressions of "God be with you till we
meet again," and "Blest be the tie that binds ou r
hearts in Christian love . "

Friends gathered for this convention from Mary -
land, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Massa-
chusetts, and from various places in Delaware in addi-
tion to Wilmington. Brother Kemp, of Boston, cam e
the greatest distance of all ; and while there told of
plans being made by the Boston class for their forth -
coming convention the latter part of May .

AUSTRALIAN CONVENTIO N

THE BRIETIIREN in Australia send us the fol-
lowing interesting report of a convention held ther e
at Christmas time .

"It is a pleasure to report a most helpful and re-
freshing season on the occasion of the recent Christma s
Convention held by the Melbourne Class in this city ,
over the four days—December 25-28 . Our heartfel t
praise ascends to the Lord for all rich blessings be -
stowed, and it appeared that these were appreciated to

The Dawn

the full by all in attendance. The presence of visiting
brethren added greatly to the encouragement of th e
local friends, and from the expressions of the visitors
we were assured that the effort and zeal manifested as
well as the expense entailed in coming long distance s
were more than compensated by the spiritual goo d
things from the presence of the Lord .

"Each day of the Convention was opened wit h
praise and prayer, followed by Bible study, fellowshi p
meeting and addresses ; tea also being served by th e
local sisters, which was appreciated, and during whic h
there was the opportunity of more informal fellowshi p
among the friends . The passages of Scripture taken
for the Bible Studies are as follows : Co] . 1 :21_-29 ; 2
Cor. 4 :1-11 ; Ileb . 12 :18-24 ; and 2 Tim . 4 :18 ; and i t
will be understood how much of valuable instructio n
and encouragement was received from these beautifu l
portions of God ' s Word, when we say that each day on e
of these studies engaged the attention of the assembl y
for an hour and a half .

"Addresses by the brethren comprised a wide range '
of topics—'Character' ; `John 14 :27' ; 'Signs of the
Times' ; `Wratch Ye, Stand Fast, Be Strong' ; `Feast s
of the Lord's Table' ; and the Bible characters of
Joseph, David, Moses, St . Paul, St . John, and Timothy .
The thoughts expressed were very encouraging indeed ,
each speaker bringing out in his own way many helpfu l
lessons and exhortations .

The Fellowship Meetings gave fur ther opportunity
for praise and testimony ; and there was also a ques-
tion meeting. On the elos'ing day the session on 'Help-
ful Thoughts from the Convention,' enabled the breth-
ren to give expression respecting the particular
thoughts with which they had been most impressed .

"At the conclusion of the closing address the breth-
ren gathered round and partook of the Love Feast ,
while slinging `Blest be the Tie that Binds . ' Then cam e
the parting hymn, `God be with you till we meet again . '
The concluding prayer commended all the Lord's peopl e
present and in all . parts of the world into the care o f
our loving Heavenly Father, the Great Shepherd of th e
sheep .

"A number of the addresses front the above conven-
tion are now appearing in the monthly `Peoples Paper, '
published by the Berean Bible Institute, 19 Ermineto n
Place, New E . 4 ., Melbourne, Australia . Subscription
price is 60 cents a year—free upon request, to thos e
unable to subscribe . "

COMING CONVENTION S
ITALIAN CONVENTION, New Britain, Conn . ,

April 11 . For information write Sebastian Mallia, 15
Willow Street, New Britain, Conn .

ALLENTOWN, PA., Sunday April 11 . Session s
morning and afternoon in the P . 0. S . of A. Hall, 3 8
South 5th Street . There will be a public meeting a t
3 o'clock in the afternoon . All the friends who ca n
find it convenient to attend, are invited .

DUQUESNE, PA., Sunday, April 18 . All session s
for the friends will be held in the regular meeting place
of the Duquesne Class, which is on North First Street .
There will be a special public meeting at 3 o'clock i n
the afternoon at Carnegie Library Hall, South Second .
Street . It is expected that this will be a day of ric h
blessing from the Lord . All are invited .

CHICAGO, ILL., May 1, 2. This is the Chicag o
friends' semi-annual gathering, and many are looking
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forward to it with joy . Saturday night lodgings are
being provided for a number of friends . Information
can be obtained by addressing the Secretary, Mr . I . C .
Pose, 5944 N . Knox Avenue, Chicago, I11. All session s
of the convention will be held in Central Masoni c
Temple, 910 North LaSalle Street .

PITTSBURGH, PA., Tri-State Convention, Sunday ,
May 16 . All sessions to be held in the regular meetin g
place of the class : 0. of I . A. Temple, 610 Arch Street ,
N. S. Pittsburgh, Pa . A cordial invitation is extende d
to all who can attend .

GENERAL CONVENTION, Boston, Mass ., May 29 -
31 . Friends near and far- are cordially urged to plan
ahead for this convention, which it is hoped will be a
season of rich blessing and fellowship . The Boston
friends are deeply appreciative of the cooperation al -
ready received from other classes . Address, Associate d
Bible Students, 30 Huntington Ave ., Boston, Mass . ,
care of Miss Lillian F . Thain, Secretary .

CINCINNATI, Ohio, May 29-31 . The Cincinnati
friends write as follows : "A most cordial invitation is
extended to the brethren everywhere . The convention
~oill be served (1) . V .) by brethren believed to be sound
in the faith, possessing the Scr'iptural requirements fo r
eldership in the church . Your prayers are asked in be -
half of our humble efforts to be of service to the Lord
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and the brethren. Address inquiries to : Mrs . W N .
Poe, Secretary, 2128 New Linden Road, Newport, Ky . "

RUSSIAN GENERAL CONVENTION, Charleroi,
Pa., May 29-31. All sessions to be held at 102 4
McKean Ave . For information, address, Peter Hazy ,
lox 757, Perryopolis, Pa .

WHITSUN CONVENTION IN GREAT BRITAIN .
"The Annual Whitsun Convention arranged for the

British friends by the Bible Students Committee is t o
be held this year at Dewsbury . The brethren in tha t
town are very busy preparing for the comfort of al l
who attend, and it is our earnest prayer that the gath-
ering will prove to be in very truth a 'holy convoca-
tion to the Lord .' Programs and full particulars can
be obtained from the Committee, and it is particularl y
requested that brethren requiring accommodation an d
those desiring to symbolize their consecration write a s
soon as possible to Brother A. Carrington, 6 Green-
mount Street, Leeds Il, so that arrangements may b e
made . "

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., GENERAL CONVENTION ,
July 3-5 . Plans are proceeding for this gathering o f
the friends, and the outlook is promising for a larg e
attendance, and for rich blessings from the Lord' s
storehouse . Further details will be announced from
time to time.

ABRAHAM A MAN OF FAITH
(Continued from page 23 )

great and wonderful covenant and
promise, that through him and hi s
seed, IIe would bless the entir e
world . The Apostle refers to thi s
promise in Heb . 6 :13,14, in the
words. "For when God made prom-
ise to Abraham, because He coul d
swear by no greater, He swa ge by
Himself, saying, " Surely blessin g
[ will bless thee, and multiplying
1 will multiply thee . "

We remember that back in Ede n
God had foretold that in due tim e
the seed of the woman was to bruis e
the serpent's head. When God
called Abraham to go to the lan d
of Canaan, He reiterated this prom-
ise, at the same time intimating that
the seed of promise would be o f
Abraham's line . Isaac was Abra-
ham's immediate seed, but he di d
not fulfil the prophecy ; yet God
confirmed His covenant with Isaa c
and with Jacob and with Israel fo r
an everlasting covenant . Eventu-

ally the Jewish age passed away ,
and the Gospel age opened up .
Then it was that more light wa s
shed on the great Seed of promise :
for the Apostle Paul said, "Now to
Abraham and his seed were th e
promises made . . . . And if ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abraham' s
seed, and heirs according to th e
promise ."—Gal. 3 :16, 29 .

Those who are called the Seed
of Abraham, therefore, should man-
ifest the faith of Abraham. As
Abraham left his country, so, also ,
they should be willing to leav e
their country, the world, and travel
on to the heavenly Canaan. And
as Abraham was willing to give up
the dearest and best thing he had ,
so they should be willing to devote
themselves and all their powers t o
the Lord, remembering that Jesu s
came to earth and gave his life fo r
them as well as for all mankind .
To be the Seed of Abraham indeed,
is to be the Seed of God, begotte n
of the divine spirit of the truth ;

and to such comes the assurance .
"I will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be My sons and daughters ,
saith the Lord Almighty ." What
an honor is this, and what a won-
derful thing to be numbered with
that Seed that is to bless all the
families of the earth !

QUESTIONS :
Why did God call Abraham to

leave his country and go to the lan d
of Canaan ?

What other test was put on th e
faith of Abraham? And tell just
why this was a very special tes t
touching the Seed of promise .

Who constitute the Seed of Ab-
raham? Why is this called one see d
if it consists of many members ?

What special tests are applied to
the Seed? Are they similar to the
tests applied to Abraham ?

What are the most practical dem-
onstrations we can give of our faith
at the present time?



Ca no the %crlptureo CIearlp areact,
That the Church is "the Temple of the Living God"

—peculiarly "His workmanship" ; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age —
ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this Temple, through which,
when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all peo-
ple," and they find access to Him .—1 Cor. 3 :16, 17 ;
Eph. 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :29 .

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing,
of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin ,
progresses ; and when the last of these "living stones, "
"elect and precious," shall have been made ready, th e
great Master Workman will bring all together in the
First Resurrection ; and the Temple shall be filled wit h
His glory, and be the meeting place between God an d
men throughout the Millennium.—Rev . 15 :5-8 .

That the Basis of Hope for the Church and the
WTorld, lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grac e
of God, tasted death for every man," "a ransom for
all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—
Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; 1 Tim. 2 :5, 6 .

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be lik e
her Lord, "see Him as He is," be a "partaker of th e
divine nature," and share His glory as His joint-heir .
-1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom. 8 :17 ; 2 Pet . 1 :4 .

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service ; t o
develop in herself every grace ; to be God's witness to
the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priest s
of the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6 ;
20 :6 .

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all b y
Christ's Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of al l
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient ,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His glorified
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .
—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35,


