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HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

A Sin-Sick and 
Dying World—
God’s Remedy  

for It
TODAY WE DO NOT NEED 
to belabor the point that the 
world is in a sin-sick and 
dying state. This present con-
dition of mankind and earth’s 
institutions manifests itself 
in essentially every aspect of 
its affairs—political, religious, 
economic, social, and moral, 
both nationally and world-
wide. Because of this, the 
earth is filled with sin, suf-

fering, and, of course, the greatest enemy of all, 
death. As we near the end of another year, there 
seems to be no way to remedy the blighting effects 
of what is taking place all about us, despite the 

“In the last days it 
shall come to pass, 
that the mountain 
of the house of the 

Lord shall be 
established in the 

top of the 
mountains, and it 

shall be exalted 
above the hills; 

and people shall 
flow unto it.” 

—Micah 4:1
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best efforts of many of the world’s leaders to turn 
the situation around.

This is the time foretold by Jesus when he said 
that there would be “upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring; Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth.” (Luke 21:25,26) As the world sees it, there 
is good reason to be perplexed and dismayed. The 
Greek word here translated perplexity literally 
means “no way out.” Indeed, mankind sees no way 
out of the present situation, no way out of the mad-
ness of human behavior in this time which Jesus 
described as one of “great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be.” (Matt. 24:21) In this statement 
Jesus is quoting substantially from the prophecy of 
Daniel, where the same period is described as “a 
time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation.”—Dan. 12:1

To emphasize how dire this period of trouble 
would be, Jesus adds, “Except those days should 
be shortened, there should no flesh be saved.” He 
assures us, however, that these days would be 
shortened by divine power operating through him-
self and his church, “the elect.” (Matt. 24:22) In 
other words, Jesus agrees with the human view-
point that there is no way out of the world’s pres-
ent trouble, but comforts us with the thought that 
God has provided a remedy, a way of salvation for 
the human race from its own evil course of sin and 
selfishness. It is this way out provided by God that 
we refer to in our title as his remedy for a sin-sick 
and dying world.
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THE KINGDOM
In a word, God’s remedy for the ills of fallen 

mankind is the kingdom, or government, which 
throughout his entire Word he has promised would 
be established. One of these promises concerns the 
coming of the great Messiah and King: “Unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given: and the gov-
ernment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this.”—Isa. 9:6,7

God has recorded numerous prophecies to give 
us assurance that his kingdom will be established 
in the earth. In many instances this kingdom is 
referred to as a mountain—“the mountain of the 
Lord.” In Daniel’s prophecy, this mountain first 
appears as a stone which smites the unholy kingdoms 
and governments of this present world. These, the 
prophet says, will be broken in pieces and pass away. 
Then the stone which smote them becomes a great 
mountain to fill the whole earth. (Dan. 2:34,35) Verse 
45 of this chapter gives us a wonderful assurance 
concerning the kingdom of God. “Forasmuch as 
thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the moun-
tain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the 
iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the 
great God hath made known to the king what shall 
come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, 
and the interpretation thereof sure.”
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BLESSINGS OF THE KINGDOM
The blessings of the kingdom are set forth with 

some detail in Micah 4:1-4. In verse 1, which is our 
opening text, it is fitting that the Lord’s coming 
kingdom should be likened to a mountain. These 
prophecies were addressed in the first instance to 
the nation of Israel, and the nation of Israel was 
accustomed to being ruled from a literal mountain. 
Mount Zion in Jerusalem was the national head-
quarters of the government which ruled over Israel. 
It was here that David exercised his governmental 
control over the affairs of Israel, the chosen people 
of God. So when in this and other prophecies God 
speaks of his kingdom being established in “the top 
of the mountains,” it would be easy for the devoted 
Israelite to realize that his God, Jehovah, was prom-
ising to set up a more powerful kingdom on earth 
than had ever been known before. This is exactly 
what God’s coming kingdom will truly be.

In Micah’s prophecy regarding the establish-
ment of the kingdom, an additional point of expla-
nation and interest is introduced. Here we read 
that this mountain is the “mountain of the house 
of the Lord.” This also was familiar language to 
the Israelites. The Lord’s ruling house in Israel 
was headed by David and his successors, but David 
and his fleshly successors will not be the ruling 
house of the future kingdom of God on earth.

Rather, God’s ruling house will be composed of 
those chosen to be his sons, with Jesus being their 
Head. We read that when Jesus came at his First 
Advent, “He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God.” 



6 THE DAWN

(John 1:11,12) These were the first members of 
God’s ruling house under Jesus. However, in all 
Israel there were not enough who received Jesus to 
have this honor bestowed upon them. Thus in 
God’s due time he turned to the Gentiles, through 
the preaching of the Gospel, to find those worthy of 
completing the foreordained number that would 
make up his ruling house.—Acts 13:46

Much is written in the New Testament about 
those who have become believers following Pente-
cost, and who through the power of the Holy Spirit 
become the children, or sons, of God. To these the 
promise is that if they continue faithful they will 
reign with Christ as God’s ruling house. “The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God: And if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if 
so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For 
the earnest expectation of the creature [creation] 
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.”—
Rom. 8:16-19

THE LORD’S WAYS
Micah’s prophecy concerning the kingdom of God 

further declares that “people shall flow unto it.” (Mic. 
4:1) A similar prophecy in Isaiah 2:2-4 declares 
that “all nations shall flow unto it.” In both of 
these prophecies we are assured that many from 
all peoples and nations who flow unto the kingdom 
of God will say, “Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
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Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”— 
vs. 3; Mic. 4:2

In this prophecy Mount Zion represents divine 
authority in the kingdom of God. This would, there-
fore, represent the spiritual phase of that kingdom, 
made up of Jesus and his faithful and glorified 
followers, the sons of God. We are told that the 
word of the Lord shall go forth from Jerusalem. 
Here is mentioned a wider aspect of the func-
tioning of God’s kingdom, that which comes into 
personal contact with the human race here on 
the earth. This contact will be through the ancient 
servants of God, such as the faithful prophets of 
old, and others who served God faithfully prior to 
the First Advent of Jesus. Jesus said that “many 
shall come from the east and west, and shall sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom.”—Matt. 8:11

The expression in the Greek text which is trans-
lated “sit down” can be likened to pupils sitting in 
front of their teacher. So the faithful servants of 
God of ancient times will be the ones who will com-
municate the word, or laws, of God to mankind 
in his kingdom. These we could think of as the 
symbolic “Jerusalem” of Micah’s prophecy from 
which the “word of the Lord” comes. We have 
here, then, both the spiritual, or heavenly, and the 
earthly phases of the kingdom illustrated—those 
in the earthly phase being representatives of those 
in the spiritual phase and communicating to the 
people the law of God received through Jesus and 
his church.
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The people and nations in Micah’s prophecy of 
God’s kingdom indicate their desire to know and to 
follow the Lord’s way. In that time “he shall judge 
among many people, and rebuke [correct] strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.”—Mic. 4:3

It is interesting here to note the wide difference 
between God’s ways and ways of mankind. 
Throughout the centuries misguided human phi-
losophy has insisted that the only way to be assured 
of peace is to be prepared for war. Here, however, 
the Lord’s way is seen to be different. When the 
people learn the Lord’s ways they will give up plan-
ning and preparing for war. Instead, they will “beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks.” Instead of continuing to build up 
large armies, missiles, and weapons for defense, as 
it is styled, to thus be assured of peace, “nation 
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.”

Think of the enormous step forward this will be 
in solving the madness that is so prevalent in the 
world today! No longer will a mother feel that her 
child may be sent to the battlefield to be slaugh-
tered. No longer will the resources of the world be 
drained in order to maintain vast military estab-
lishments, for they will learn war no more, neither 
will they practice war any longer. This is God’s 
way, the way which will be instituted throughout 
the earth in his kingdom which will be established 
in the top of the mountains—that is, overseeing 
the affairs of all people. We rejoice in this aspect of 
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God’s future remedy for this present troubled 
world!

Verse 4 of Micah’s prophecy reads, “They shall 
sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; 
and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of 
the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.” The vine and fig 
tree illustration pictures economic security for all 
mankind. One of the causes of so much fear in the 
world today is the lack of economic security. The 
hearts of many are filled with fear lest they lose 
their means of livelihood and be reduced to a 
welfare status, or even worse, homelessness. In the 
kingdom, however, none shall “make them afraid” 
through threats of being evicted from their homes, 
or through fear of hunger for themselves or their 
families. In fact, none shall make the people afraid 
for any purpose whatsoever, and we have the most 
blessed assurance that “the mouth of the Lord 
of hosts hath spoken it.” What better assurance 
could we have than this of the workability and the 
success of God’s remedy for the sin-sick world?

In the world today we occasionally hear someone 
say—even among those in high government posi-
tions—that if they could get people to do this or 
that, or if the government would pass this or that 
law, we would have peace and security. However, in 
God’s remedy there is no place for any such uncer-
tainties. God’s solution is to be imposed completely, 
and by divine power—the “mountain of the house 
of the Lord”—upon all the people and nations. 
Obedience by all will be required. Mankind, though, 
will rejoice when they recognize how wonderful 
the Lord’s ways really are, how after so many 
centuries of waiting and hoping and, on the part 
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of some, praying, God’s way actually will be estab-
lished in the earth!

MORE IS NEEDED
As wonderful as the blessings of the kingdom of 

God described in Micah’s prophecy will be for a 
sin-sick and dying world, it would still come short 
of being a remedy for all human ills. Micah’s proph-
ecy shows that people will learn war no more, 
hence that there shall be no more war. It assures us 
that they will beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks; that is, they 
will use the resources now devoted to maintaining 
war and its armaments to the promotion of peace 
and goodwill among the nations. It assures us that 
there will be economic security; that no one will 
fear being dispossessed of house and home, or go 
hungry. All will be blessed by prosperity and plenty 
in every aspect of human need.

Even with all these blessings, however, the human 
race would still be living under a terrible blight of 
sorrow and suffering, for it would still be a dying 
race. We would have a world with hospitals thickly 
spread everywhere in all nations, filled with the 
suffering and the dying. We would still have mental 
institutions, likewise filled to overflowing. Every 
home would be afflicted sooner or later with dread 
diseases, and eventually, death. This would not be 
an ideal world.

Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 
(Matt. 6:10) We cannot imagine that in heaven there 
is carnal warfare, nor can we imagine hunger in 
heaven, nor can we imagine sickness and death. So 
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the kingdom of God will be a total remedy for the 
ills of mankind. The Bible assures us that this will 
be the case. Isaiah 25:6-9 portrays the kingdom of 
God as a mountain, or kingdom, and in it sickness 
and death will likewise be destroyed. Referring to 
many of the blessings which shall be provided by 
the Lord to satisfy the desire of the people, we are 
told that in this mountain the Lord of hosts will 
“make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast 
of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wines on the lees well refined.”—vs. 6

Continuing, the prophet says that God “will destroy 
in this mountain the face of the covering cast over 
all people, and the vail that is spread over all 
nations.” (vs. 7) This would seem to be a reference 
to the lack of knowledge that the vast majority of 
mankind have experienced through the ages con-
cerning God and his ways. A great veil of ignorance 
in this respect has been cast over all people, and 
over the nations as well. It is because the nations 
have this veil spread over them that they imagine 
they can establish peace while preparing for war. 
They cannot now see through this veil to under-
stand and appreciate the Lord’s ways. However, 
other prophecies show that the veil will be removed, 
and then “the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”—Isa. 
11:9; Hab. 2:14

In this mountain or kingdom of God, “He will 
swallow up death in victory.” (Isa. 25:8) The phrase 
“swallow up” in this text means to destroy; death, 
the prophet says, will be destroyed. Here we are 
promised that man’s greatest enemy, death, will be 
struck down by the forces of the kingdom of God 
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and will no longer be permitted to blight the happi-
ness of all mankind, as has been the case in every 
generation, and among every family, since man’s 
creation.

Verse 8 continues: “The Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his peo-
ple shall he take away from off all the earth: for the 
Lord hath spoken it.” What a changed world it will 
be under the kingdom of God when tears are wiped 
from all faces! Tears are here used as a symbol of 
sadness, of sorrow, and of pain. All this will be done 
away with, however, and joy shall break out in 
every city, in every town, in every village, and in 
every countryside.

The “rebuke” of God’s people mentioned in 
verse 8 has been one of the characteristics of the 
reign of sin and death. Satan has stirred up his 
cohorts against those who are serving God, and 
they are rebuked, persecuted, and misrepresented, 
so that few are really prepared and courageous 
enough to take a determined stand for God’s 
ways at the present time. Nevertheless, in God’s 
mountain, the rebuke of his people will be taken 
away.

In still another of the kingdom promises of 
the Bible we are told that “that old serpent which 
is the Devil, and Satan,” the great deceiver and 
oppressor of the people, will be bound during that 
time. (Rev. 20:2) Satan is, in reality, the cause of 
the sin-sick and dying condition of the world, both 
past and present. In the kingdom, he will no longer 
be able to deceive, oppress, and rule over the peo-
ple. He will “deceive the nations no more.” (vs. 3) 
How wonderful, indeed, are the prospects set forth 
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in God’s Word! How bright should be our hope 
because of the promises of God!

In verse 9 of Isaiah 25 we read, “It shall be said 
in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for 
him, and he will save us: this is the Lord [Jeho-
vah]; we have waited for him, we will be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation.” It is true that the people 
have been waiting and longing for the very bless-
ings which the kingdom of God will provide for 
them. They have not been aware of what the source 
of these blessings will be. Men have referred to 
better conditions using words such as “utopia” and 
other pleasing names, but when the blessings of 
the kingdom are showered upon them, one of the 
chief of these will be their understanding of the 
source.

Then, mankind will realize that the great God 
of love, who sent his Son to be the Redeemer and 
Savior of the world, is the Author and the Planner 
of this grand design which shall bring worldwide 
and lasting peace. This, together with health, ever-
lasting life, and the knowledge of God himself and 
of his Son, will result in blessings that the world 
has not enjoyed since Adam and Eve were driven 
from Eden. Such will be God’s remedy—perma-
nent and for all people and nations—to cure the 
world of sin, sickness, death, and all of its past and 
present maladies. n

“And the work of righteousness shall be peace;  
and the effect of righteousness quietness  

and assurance for ever.”
Isaiah 32:17
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDIES—Lesson for November 3

The Great Shepherd
IN THIS MEDITATION, DAVID 
uses symbolic language about 
the God of Israel as he contem-
plates the relationship which 
exists between himself and the 
sovereign Creator. He employs 
the analogy of a shepherd and 
his sheep. Although this illus-
tration applied originally to the 
Jewish people especially during 
Old Testament times, eventu-
ally it will pertain to all who 

acknowledge the supremacy of the Heavenly Father.
David, a shepherd himself, speaks of how the Lord 

provides sustenance for those who manifest obedience 
by arranging for their care, comfort, and refreshment. 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over.”—Ps. 23:1-5

Our Key Verse reflects the abundant provision of 
mercy that will be the portion of all who will come into 
harmony with the divine arrangement and standards on 
every plane of existence.

Key Verse: “Surely 
goodness and 

mercy shall follow 
me all the days of 
my life: and I will 
dwell in the house 

of the Lord 
for ever.” 

—Psalm 23:6

Selected Scripture: 
Psalm 23:1-6
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Much of the Bible is prophetic in nature, especially 
with reference to blessings that are promised, despite 
the turmoil that has surrounded the human family since 
sin entered the world following Adam’s disobedience 
and expulsion from Eden. This helps us to understand 
one of the main objectives of the great Messianic purpose 
of God as expressed by the angels on the night Jesus 
was born: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14) This chorus 
of the heavenly choir was in keeping with the promise of 
Jesus’ birth, which stated that he would be “The Prince 
of Peace,” and that of the “increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end.”—Isa. 9:6,7

In another of the psalms, David again foretold the 
blessings of peace which would come to the nations 
under the administration of Messiah’s kingdom. “The 
mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little 
hills, by righteousness”—that is, by obeying the righ-
teous rule of Christ’s kingdom, which all will be obliged 
to do.—Ps. 72:3

On a still grander level, however, during this present 
Gospel Age, a spiritual class is being developed which 
will help to facilitate the promised peace and blessings 
for mankind during the Messianic kingdom. The Lord’s 
consecrated people enjoy an inner sense of calm that 
only comes from having faith in the saving blood of 
Christ and confidence in the promises of God. The Apostle 
Peter describes one who has this Christian trait as pos-
sessing a meek and quiet spirit, or demeanor. He states, 
“Let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is 
not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” 
—  I Pet. 3:4

How grateful we should be for the assurances that 
everlasting peace for all intelligent beings will be an 
outgrowth of God’s magnificent plan of salvation 
throughout eternity! n
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Lesson for November 10

A Song of Praise
THE EXHORTATION FOUND 
in this psalm appears to be both 
a declaration of David’s own 
inner feelings as well as a call 
for others to magnify the name 
of the Creator.

Verses 3 and 4 of this psalm 
emphasize the propriety of not 
placing complete trust in human 
agencies, despite however reli-
able they seem to be, since con-
tingencies might prevent them 
from fulfilling their intentions, 

whereas, God never fails to keep his promises. These 
verses read: “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the 
son of man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth 
forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his 
thoughts perish.”

Disappointments often arise when even influential 
individuals use their professed knowledge and wisdom 
to forecast how matters will turn out in the future. For 
example, many who have sought to accumulate wealth 
based upon advice obtained from “experts,” have made 
monetary investments which have come to nought, thus 
causing much chagrin on the part of those who heeded 
such counsel. In fact, considering the brevity of human 
life, it is unwise to place total confidence in the opinions 
of others who are mere mortal beings.—Eccles. 12:7,8; 
I Tim. 6:17

Key Verses: “Praise 
ye the Lord. Praise 

the Lord, O my 
soul. While I live 

will I praise 
the Lord: I will 

sing praises unto 
my God while I 

have any being.” 
—Psalm 146:1,2

Selected Scripture: 
Psalm 146:1-10
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On the contrary, we can have complete confidence in 
the fulfilment of all God’s promises as outlined in the 
Bible. The divine plan of the ages pertains to the redemp-
tion and deliverance of the human race from sin and 
death. As followers of Jesus, we are able to grasp and 
appreciate this assertion as supported by the testimo-
nies of divinely inspired servants. Peter wrote: “Being 
born [begotten] again, … by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever.”—I Pet. 1:23

In the reestablished kingdom of the greater David 
following the completion of the church, divine rulership 
will not be limited to the nation of Israel, but will 
embrace all nations. We recall the oft-quoted words: “Of 
the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end.” (Isa. 9:7) With the inauguration of this kingdom 
under the righteous rule of Christ Jesus and those called 
from Jews and Gentiles to be a people for his name, the 
present dispensation will close and the first age of the 
“world to come” will begin. (Heb. 2:5) This will be a 
thousand years in length; hence it is often called the 
Millennial Age. (Rev. 20:1-4,6) It is also sometimes 
referred to as the Messianic Age, or Kingdom Age.

Gentiles, as well as Jews, who did not respond to the 
Gospel call of self-sacrifice will need to be raised from the 
dead if they are to have an opportunity to seek after the 
Lord during the Millennial Age. We note these clear 
statements of the Bible to the effect that in God’s com-
ing kingdom all who have died will be awakened from 
the sleep of death. “The hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come 
forth.” (John 5:28,29) Upon being awakened from death, 
all mankind will be given the opportunity through the 
educational process of the kingdom to gain everlasting 
life by developing the qualities of a godlike character.

As the originator of such an all-encompassing plan, 
God is surely worthy of all our praise each and every day 
of our life! n
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Lesson for November 17

Thanksgiving to God
THE EXPRESSED DESIRE 
to thank and praise our Heav-
enly Father should be made 
manifest both verbally and 
through actions. The Prophet 
Jeremiah wrote the following: 
“Thy words were found, and I 
did eat them; and thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart: for I am called by 
thy name, O Lord God of hosts.” 
(Jer. 15:16) Thus, in addition to 
obedience in following divine 
instructions, any service ren-
dered to the Heavenly Father 
should be done both voluntarily 

and with joy. In our lesson, the psalmist writes: “Make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord 
with gladness: come before his presence with singing.” 
— Ps. 100:1,2

“Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture.” (vs. 3) In this verse we find the 
basis for our rendering praise to the Heavenly Father. It 
acknowledges that as sheep, we are totally dependent 
upon him for our sustenance and care.

There is an intimacy in terms of the fellowship that 
we enjoy with our God, which reflects a mutual love that, 
in turn, motivates us to render praise to such an exalted 

Key Verses: “Enter 
into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and 

into his courts with 
praise: be thankful 
unto him, and bless 

his name. For the 
Lord is good; 

his mercy is 
everlasting; and 

his truth endureth 
to all generations.” 

—Psalm 100:4,5

Selected Scripture: 
Psalm 100:1-5
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being. As elaborated upon in our Key Verses, those who 
have entered the narrow way through consecration and 
spirit begettal take great delight in laying down their 
lives in serving the cause of righteousness, knowing 
that God’s mercy and truth endure forever.

During the coming kingdom of righteousness, man-
kind at large will rejoice and praise God for the unfolding 
of his plan that will eliminate sorrow, pain, and death. 
(Rev. 21:3,4) How marvelous it is that our God not only 
has great riches in store for the faithful members of the 
body of Christ, but also that each member of the human 
race will be given the opportunity to come to a full 
appreciation of our Creator and worship him forever, if 
obedient.

For the consecrated, during our present earthly sojourn, 
a higher level of gratitude implies that we are to be 
thankful and render praise not only for the good and 
pleasant experiences which come to us by God’s provi-
dences, but also for the trials and difficult experiences 
which he permits in our lives. Giving thanks for these is 
not easy to do, especially at first. However, as we develop 
a faith based upon God’s promises, we will be able to 
realize more and more that “all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” (Rom. 8:28) These “all things” 
may include difficulties, persecutions, financial trou-
bles, health problems, or the death of a loved one. They 
may also include being slandered, evil-spoken of, or per-
sonally misrepresented by others.

When the kingdom has accomplished its intended 
purpose, however, the human family will then compre-
hend the blessings associated with God’s plan. As they 
prosper under that arrangement, how much they too 
will increase in their ability and desire to praise our 
Creator. How different conditions will be at that time. 
“I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: 
and I will glorify they name for evermore.”—Ps. 86:12 n
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Lesson for November 24

The Lord’s Promised 
Presence

AT THE BEGINNING OF 
this psalm, our Key Verse brings 
to mind the thought that the 
Heavenly Father, being from 
everlasting to everlasting, pos-
sessed the foreknowledge to plan 
for eternity without the possi-
bility of error. As such, he made 
provision for the recovery of 

mankind from the scourge of sin and death even before 
intelligent beings were created.

The psalmist continues, saying, “Thou knowest my 
downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my 
thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways.” (vss. 2,3) 
Included in these verses is the understanding that the 
Creator was not caught unawares when Adam disobeyed 
by eating the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden. God 
had already made provision to provide a ransom, as we 
note in the words of John the Revelator when he spoke 
of Jesus as “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.”—Rev. 13:8

God’s presence and overruling in man’s affairs has 
been manifested throughout history as the various fea-
tures of his plan have unfolded at different time intervals. 
For example, in Genesis chapter 6 it is recorded that God 
would destroy “all flesh” by a flood of waters. We read 
that the angels had seen the beauty of the daughters of 

Key Verse: “O Lord, 
thou hast searched 

me, and known 
me.” 

—Psalm 139:1

Selected Scripture: 
Psalm 139:1-12
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men. They took themselves wives, and the children born 
as a result of this unholy union became “giants,” “men 
of renown.”—vss. 1-7,13

Prior to the First Advent of Jesus, the Israelites were 
exclusively God’s chosen people. (Amos 3:2) Following 
their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, God entered 
into a covenant with them based on the Law which was 
given at the hands of Moses. During their forty years of 
wandering in the wilderness, Moses was the lawgiver and 
leader of the Israelites, assisted by counselors. Joshua 
was appointed by God to succeed Moses, and he led the 
Israelites across the River Jordan into the land of promise. 
Under his leadership, the land was divided among the 
various tribes according to the Lord’s direction. All of 
these provisions reflected further aspects of divine 
provision and presence with mankind.

During the Gospel Age, beginning at Pentecost, the 
Heavenly Father has revealed himself to, and has been 
present with, the comparatively small number of foot-
step followers of Jesus—a “little flock.” (Luke 12:32) 
There are many texts that speak of both God and Jesus 
being present with true Christians during this time. To 
these, Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world [age].” (Matt. 28:20) He also 
exhorted his disciples: “Take heed that ye despise not 
one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in 
heaven their angels do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven.”—Matt. 18:10

It is clear also that the doctrine of the resurrection is 
set forth by both the Old Testament prophets and by 
Jesus and the apostles in the New Testament. This mar-
velous teaching speaks to God’s abiding presence with 
all those who will, in due time, become his people. These 
include all mankind—all who were redeemed by the pre-
cious blood of Christ. Paul wrote that Jesus gave himself 
“a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” (I Tim. 2:5,6) 
What a blessed fulfilment of the Heavenly Father’s fore-
sight and presence with mankind is thus provided! n
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

Humbling 
Ourselves under 

God’s Hand
THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
of Joseph’s life is recorded in 
the book of Genesis, chapters 
37-50, and contains valuable 
lessons of humility, faith, and 
trust in the Lord. When he 
was seventeen years old, his 
brothers hated him “so much 

that they were unable to speak politely to him,” 
because their father loved Joseph more than them. 
(Gen. 37:2-4, ISV) Joseph then had two dreams, 
which he in turn related to his family. His brothers 
saw in these dreams a suggestion that Joseph would 
one day be ruler over them.  Consequently, they 
“hated him even more.” However, his father Jacob 
“kept thinking about all of this.”—vss. 5-11, ISV

The Scriptures declare, “Jealousy is cruel as the 
grave.” (Song of Sol. 8:6) True to this statement, 
Joseph’s brothers sold him to a group of Ishmaelites, 

“Humble 
yourselves under 

the mighty hand of  
God, so that at the 

proper time he may 
exalt you.” 

—I Peter 5:6, 
International 

Standard Version
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who in turn delivered him as a slave to Egypt. 
(Gen. 37:12-28) “But the Lord was with Joseph.” 
(Gen. 39:2,21; Acts 7:9,10) God’s providences con-
tinued with him, even during several harsh experi-
ences over the course of several years. While Joseph 
was a slave in Egypt, his master’s wife falsely 
accused him. Joseph was then thrown into prison, 
and his “feet they hurt with fetters,” because “he 
was laid in iron.”—Gen. 39:20; Ps. 105:17,18

The several years of being wrongly imprisoned 
in Egypt brought to Joseph a rich experience of 
developing humility, patience, sympathy for others, 
and trust in the Lord. The psalmist describes this 
period of Joseph’s life: “The word of the Lord tried 
[refined] him.” (Ps. 105:19) Our Heavenly Father’s 
wisdom foresaw that Joseph’s character should be 
developed and his faith tested, thus training him 
for a future great work.

TRUSTING IN THE LORD
Although Joseph trusted the Lord, this did not 

hinder him from appealing to Pharaoh’s butler, who 
also was in prison. After Joseph had interpreted favor-
ably the butler’s dream, he asked him, after he would 
be restored as the king’s butler, to speak to Pharaoh 
to secure his liberty. (Gen. 40:9-15) After being freed 
from prison the butler certainly would have had many 
opportunities to repay Joseph for the kindness he had 
shown to him while in prison. However, he “forgot” 
about Joseph for two years. (Gen. 40:23; 41:1) Never-
theless, Joseph maintained his trust in the Lord and 
with humility, waited patiently for the outworking 
of God’s plans. What a wonderful lesson this is for 
each of the Lord’s followers at the present time!
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Similar to what happened with Joseph, all of our 
interests are in the Lord’s hands, if we have pre-
sented ourselves to him wholly, unreservedly, and 
have been accepted as members of the body of 
Christ. Along these lines Jesus admonishes us, 
“Your Father knoweth what things ye have need 
of,” and “The Father himself loveth you.” Concern-
ing his disciples Jesus further declared, “No man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.”—
Matt. 6:8; John 16:27; 10:29

We should also continually remind ourselves of 
the Apostle Paul’s admonition: “No temptation has 
overtaken you that is unusual for human beings. 
But God is faithful, and he will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond your strength. Instead, along with 
the temptation he will also provide a way out, so that 
you may be able to endure it.”—I Cor. 10:13, ISV

It is proper for us to make use of any and every 
reasonable means for the securing of what we consider 
to be for our best spiritual interests. However, we are 
not to rely exclusively upon our efforts, but rather to 
trust in the Lord, and wait patiently for his time and 
his way for our deliverance from every evil condition, 
always in accordance with his will.—Lam. 3:25,26

WAIT PATIENTLY FOR HIM
The Lord’s time and method for delivering Joseph 

from prison greatly exceeded all of his expecta-
tions. In a most remarkable way, Joseph was even-
tually taken out of prison and put into the palace of 
Egypt, the greatest nation at that time.

One day, the Pharaoh of Egypt had two dreams 
which impressed his mind deeply. In the first dream 
he saw “seven healthy, plump cows” come up out of 
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the River Nile and begin feeding on the bank. After 
that seven lean cows came up out of the river, and they 
devoured the seven healthy ones.—Gen. 41:1-4, ISV

In his second dream, the king saw “seven ears of 
plump, fruit-filled grain” which had grown up “on 
a single stalk,” indicating a most prolific yield. Then, 
came up “seven thin ears of grain that had been 
scorched by an east wind,” and they “ate up the seven 
plump, fruit-filled ears.” The next morning Pharaoh 
was greatly troubled and called for all the magi-
cians and wise men of Egypt to explain his dreams, 
“but no one could interpret them.”—vss. 5-8, ISV

HUMILITY
The butler then remembered his own dream and 

how accurately it had been interpreted by a kind and 
sympathizing young Hebrew, who was a servant to the 
captain of the prison. When Pharaoh heard about the 
accurate interpretation of the dreams of his butler, 
he ordered to have Joseph brought out of prison and 
brought before him. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have 
dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret 
it: and I have heard … that thou canst understand 
a dream to interpret it.”—Gen. 41:9-15

Here was a test of Joseph’s character.  Would he 
boast about having such an ability? Joseph humbly 
replied, “It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an 
answer.” (vs. 16) Here was one of the lovely aspects 
of Joseph’s character—humility. He gave God all 
the honor and glory.

The Scriptures repeatedly emphasize the impor-
tance of humility. Jesus stated, “Everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the person who hum-
bles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:11, ISV) In 
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the verse just prior to our opening text, the Apostle 
Peter writes, “God opposes the arrogant, but gives 
grace to the humble.” (I Pet. 5:5, ISV) In the Prov-
erbs we are also admonished: “Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths.”—Prov. 3:5,6

Concerning the importance of humility the 
Prophet Jeremiah wrote, “Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, 
and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord.”—Jer. 9:23,24

While such an acknowledgment of the Lord is 
proper in all our experiences in life, it is especially 
appropriate as we study the Word of God and when 
we have an opportunity to share it with others. We 
should not speak as if it were our lesson, nor attribute 
the wisdom to ourselves. Rather, with our heart full 
of gratitude to the Lord for blessings received, let us 
acknowledge him, his Word, and his arrangements 
in connection with his Truth.—I Cor. 14:36,37; 4:7

INTERPRETATION AND A SUGGESTION
After Pharaoh related both his dreams, Joseph 

promptly gave the interpretation. “Pharaoh’s dreams 
are identical,” Joseph replied. “God has told Pharaoh 
what he is getting ready to do. The seven healthy cows 
represent seven years, as do the seven healthy ears.” 
The “seven gaunt cows” and the “seven gaunt ears” 
indicate that “there will be seven years of famine.” 
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(Gen. 41:25-27, ISV) Joseph explained, “Since Pha-
raoh had that dream twice, it means that this event 
has been scheduled by God, and God will bring it to 
pass very soon.”—vs. 32, ISV

A more self-centered person than Joseph would 
have felt that they had done a wonderful thing by 
interpreting the dreams, which the wise men of 
Egypt could not do. Some might have been so over-
whelmed with a sense of their own self-importance 
that they would have gladly accepted to be admired 
as being wise. However, Joseph’s humility is shown 
by giving the Lord all the credit in interpreting the 
two dreams. He did not feel a sense of pride when 
he had delivered the Lord’s message.

Joseph then suggested to Pharaoh what might 
be the proper steps to take, so that the dreams 
might prove to be a blessing. “Let Pharaoh select a 
wise, discerning person to place in charge over the 
land of Egypt. Also, let Pharaoh immediately pro-
ceed to appoint supervisors over the land of Egypt, 
who will collect one fifth of its agricultural produc-
tion during the coming seven years of abundance. 
Let them collect all the food during the coming 
fruitful years, store up the grain in cities governed 
by Pharaoh’s authority, and place it under guard. 
Let the food be kept in reserve to feed the land for 
the seven years of famine that will occur through-
out Egypt, so the people don’t die during the famine. 
What Joseph proposed pleased Pharaoh and all of 
his advisors.”—Gen. 41:33-37, ISV

We cannot suppose that Joseph had even the 
slightest expectation that he would be the one that 
Pharaoh would appoint to this work. It would be 
highly unlikely to expect Pharaoh to take out of his 
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prison a man of foreign birth and exalt him to be 
above all the other officers in his empire. Yet this is 
just what Pharaoh did!

“CAN WE FIND ANYONE ELSE LIKE THIS?”
“Pharaoh asked his servants, Can we find any-

one else like this—someone in whom the Spirit of 
God lives?” Not waiting to have the consent of the 
officers of his court, the king answered his own 
question and said to Joseph, “Since God has 
revealed all of this to you, … there is no one so wise 
and discerning as you. So you are to be appointed 
in charge over my palace, and all of my people are 
to do whatever you command them to do. Only the 
throne will have greater authority than you.” Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I’ve put you in charge of 
the entire land of Egypt!”—Gen. 41:38-41, ISV

The exaltation of Joseph from having been a 
slave cast into prison, to now being appointed as 
the second highest person of power in the Egyptian 
empire, suggests to us a picture or image of an even 
higher fulfillment. The Apostle Paul explains how 
our Lord Jesus “stripped Himself of His glory, and 
took on Him the nature of a bondservant [Greek: 
slave] by becoming a man. … He humbled Himself 
and even stooped to die; yes, to die on a cross.” 
(Phil. 2:7,8, Weymouth New Testament) Thus Jesus 
entered into the great prison house of death.

The experiences of Jesus, under God’s provi-
dences, tested and proved his faithfulness and pre-
pared him for his great future work of blessing all 
mankind. As Joseph saved the lives of the people of 
Egypt, so too the greater Joseph, our Lord Jesus, 
will provide life to all mankind.
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“UNTO HIM EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW”
When the time came for Pharaoh to introduce 

Joseph to the Egyptian people, he first “took off his 
ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand.” 
In those days the king’s ring indicated his authority. 
Then Pharaoh “arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, 
and put a gold chain about his neck,” to indicate 
Joseph’s rank. Next, he made Joseph “to ride in the 
second chariot which he had; and they cried before 
him, Bow the knee,” and all the people humbly 
acknowledged him as the king’s representative.—
Gen. 41:42,43

This reminds us of the Apostle Paul’s words 
respecting our Lord Jesus and his high exaltation 
after he willingly gave his life in sacrifice, dying 
upon the cross. “It is in consequence of this that 
God has also so highly exalted Him, and has con-
ferred on Him the Name which is supreme above 
every other, in order that in the Name of JESUS 
every knee should bow, of beings in Heaven, of 
those on the earth, … and that every tongue should 
confess that JESUS CHRIST is LORD, to the glory 
of God the Father.”—Phil. 2:9-11, WNT

As we think about the high exaltation of Jesus, 
let us also remember that his “bride” is promised 
to be “joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together.” (Rom. 8:17) The privilege of becoming 
members of this bride class belongs to the “called, 
and chosen, and faithful,” whose faith is being devel-
oped and “tested” during the present Gospel Age.—
Rev. 17:14; I Peter 1:7, ISV

Having this in our mind continually, let us con-
sider what manner of persons we should be “in all 
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(Continued on page 36)

holy living and godly conduct.” (II Pet. 3:11, WNT) 
How trifling all earthly pleasures and sorrows, all 
earthly riches and poverty, all human weakness and 
debasement should seem to us! What desire we should 
have to make our “calling and election sure” by being 
“faithful unto death.”—II Pet. 1:10; Rev. 2:10

THE “BREAD OF LIFE”
Pharaoh then gave Joseph a new name, Zaphnath-

paaneah. (Gen. 41:45) A footnote in the Companion 
Bible indicates that this word means, “abundance of 
life or food for the living.” So too, Jesus said of him-
self, “I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven. … The bread that I will give is my flesh, which 
I will give for the life of the world.”—John 6:51

The Apostle Paul states that the man Christ 
Jesus “gave himself a ransom [Greek: correspond-
ing price] for all, to be testified in due time.” 
(I Tim. 2:5,6) Elsewhere Paul says, “We see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man.”—Heb. 2:9

Jesus is the “bread of life,” by which the whole 
world may be saved eventually from Adamic death, 
if they will “eat of this bread.” (John 6:51) In the 
Messianic kingdom all people will have the opportu-
nity to eat of the “bread of life,” Jesus. In consuming 
this symbolic bread, mankind will first recognize and 
appreciate the sinless ransom sacrifice which Jesus 
gave. Then, each one will need to develop a personal 
faith in the fact that Jesus offered himself as “a 
ransom for all,” and to learn God’s principles of righ-
teousness.—I Tim. 2:5,6
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WITNESS OPPORTUNITY
If you or your class would like to take part in a 

witness effort in your community, you may request 
color posters which display the artwork below. The 
posters are 8½” x 11” and can be displayed in 
places such as neighborhood store fronts, public 
bulletin boards, senior centers, to name a few. 
Other sizes are also available upon request. All 
it takes is to ask permission of the business to 
place the poster, which is free of charge and at no 
obligation to them.

The poster contains a link to a booklet on the 
Dawn’s website which provides a message of hope. 
The Dawn will print the posters for you at no 
charge and only asks that you cover the cost of 
shipping.

Send your requests for posters by email, including 
your mailing address, and how many  

you would like, to:
dawnbiblerequest@gmail.com

Or, send your request by regular mail to:
Dawn Bible Students

PO Box 521167
Longwood, FL 32752-1167
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BOOKLETS $.50 EXCEPT AS NOTED ABOVE

THE CHRISTIAN’S 
SABBATH
Which day of the week?

COMING BACK FROM HELL 
SOON
A new approach to an old 
subject.

FOOD FOR THINKING  
CHRISTIANS
Spiritual food for those hungry 
for truth.

GOD AND REASON
How God will bring peace. $1.00

GOD HAS A PLAN
A comprehensive plan which will 
not fail.

GOD’S RESTITUTION  
PROJECT
Worldwide restoration  
promised.

HAS CHRISTIANITY FAILED?
God’s purpose will soon be 
realized.

THE HOLY CITY
An explanation of John’s vision.

HOPE
Comfort for our loved ones 
who mourn. Free

LIFE AFTER DEATH
A bright future for all mankind.

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Identifies the true witnesses of 
Jehovah and Jesus.

OUR LORD’S RETURN
Reveals the manner and  
purpose.

PAYING TITHES TO THE 
LORD
How much? To whom do we pay?

SPIRITUALISM—ITS CLAIMS
Can the dead communicate?

TO US THE SCRIPTURES 
CLEARLY TEACH
Six basic Bible doctrines 
concisely presented.

THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL
What the Bible really says. $1.00

WHAT CAN A MAN  
BELIEVE?
What is truth? Does it matter?

WHEN A MAN DIES
Solves the riddle of death.

WHY GOD PERMITS EVIL
A satisfying message of comfort.

YOUR ADVERSARY, THE 
DEVIL
Who is he? Who created him?

DAWN AUDIO AND VIDEO—Selected Frank & Ernest radio 
and Bible Answers TV programs, Dawn magazine issues and 
selected articles, and Bible lectures are all
available on the Dawn’s website:                             
                                  www.dawnbible.com
and YouTube channel: 
         The Dawn Magazine-Monthly Video     
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PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE
Discusses important personages of the Bible and 
how they contributed to the development of God’s 
plan of salvation. Soft cover, 465pp-$4.00

CREATION
Newly revised Third Edition. Examines in depth the 
creative days in comparison to recent scientific and 
geological knowledge. Soft cover, 118pp-$3.00

QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS
A good knowledge tester and Sunday school help. 
55pp-$1.00

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER
Comforting and reassuring to all who seek after God. 
32pp-$.50

PARADISE
Is there such a place? If so, where is it, and how 
does one find it? 20pp-$.50

THE GRACE OF JEHOVAH
God’s appeal is based on mercy, favor and love 
toward all. 67pp-$.50

THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMS
Clarifies the confusion which surrounds this long- 
practiced Christian tradition, and reveals the true 
biblical understanding of it. 18pp-$.50

DIVINE HEALING
God’s plan which will eliminate all disease, sickness 
and death from the earth. 28pp-$.50

OUR LORD’S MEMORIAL
A study of the sacred observance of participating in  
this solemn communion with our Lord in accordance 
with his exhortation. 36pp-$.50



ARIZONA 
Phoenix  KFNX 1100 AM  
 7:30 & 7:45  a.m.
ARKANSAS
Little Rock   KAAY 900 AM 8:45 p.m.
FLORIDA
Orlando  WORL 950 AM/94.9 FM 
                            6:30 & 6:45 a.m.
IOWA
Des Moines   
 KWBG 1590 AM/101.5 FM 
 7:00, 7:15, 7:30 & 7:45 a.m.
NEVADA
Las Vegas  KKVV 1060 AM 
     7:00 & 7:15 a.m.
OHIO
Cincinnati  WCKY 1530 AM  
 7:00 & 7:15 a.m.

PENNSYLVANIA

Philadelphia  WTMR 800 AM 
 (Monday-Friday) 8:00 a.m.

Red Lion
 WINB Short Wave 9265 kHz 
 (Saturday) 1:15 p.m. 
 (Monday) 7:45 p.m. 
 (Wednesday) 7:45 p.m. 
TENNESSEE

Nashville  WNAH 1360 AM  9:30 a.m. 
WWCR Short Wave 15.825 MHz  
   10:30 a.m.
WEST VIRGINIA

Wheeling  WWVA 1170 AM 
 (Saturday) 9:15 p.m. 
            (Sunday) 6:00 & 6:15 a.m.

FRANK AND ERNEST RADIO 
EVERY SUNDAY UNLESS NOTED

ASIA
WRMI 5850 kHz  8:00 UTC
AUSTRALIA
TDF Radio 9690 kHz  20:00 UTC
EAST AFRICA
Radio Africa 17790 kHz 
 (Saturday) 18:00 UTC 
      (Sunday) 16:00 UTC
SOUTH AFRICA
Radio Africa 17790 kHz  
 (Monday) 15:15 UTC
WEST AFRICA
Radio Africa 17790 kHz 
 (Thursday) 18:45 UTC
CENTRAL AMERICA
Panama Radio 1470  
 (Monday) 10:15 a.m.

NORTH AMERICA
WRMI 9955 kHz 
 (Monday) 9:00 a.m.
SOUTH AMERICA
WRMI 9955 kHz 
 (Saturday & Monday) 6:15 p.m.
CARIBBEAN
WRMI 5800 kHz    
 (Tuesday) 8:45 p.m.
Trinidad WRMI 5800 kHz 
 (Sunday & Monday) 2:00 p.m.
UNITED KINGDOM
TDF Radio 6070 kHz 
  20:00 UTC
INDIA
Beacon of Hope 6155 kHz  
   14:30 UTC
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“And this Good News  
about the Kingdom will be preached 

 through all the world  
for a witness to all people ….” 

—Matthew 24:14, Good News Bible

If you would like to do more to spread the 
Good News of the coming kingdom, here is an 
opportunity:

Request an electronic copy of the Dawn’s 
30-second advertisements. Public Access radio 
and television stations are always looking for 
new content. These stations offer free airtime as 
a public service. Contact your local station and 
offer to send them a copy.

Send your requests for booklets, Bible study 
helps, and other information to:

Dawn Bible Students
PO Box 521167

Longwood, FL 32752-1167
1-800-234-3296 or dawnbiblerequest@gmail.com

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

Watch “The Bible Answers” video series on YouTube
at the following YouTube channel name:

The Dawn Magazine - Monthly Video

The future is as bright as the promises of God!
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It will be necessary also 
that all come to recognize and accept the sacrifice 
of Jesus’ perfect human life as satisfying God’s jus-
tice for the disobedience of the perfect man Adam. 
Finally, each individual must appropriate and 
internalize into his heart and character the Word 
of God, including all the lessons, standards, and 
righteous principles contained therein.

The education, guidance, and discipline of mankind 
in God’s kingdom, which will soon be established 
upon the earth, will be administered by the great 
King and Priest himself, Christ Jesus. Serving with 
Jesus will be his heavenly Bride, made of those “that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the 
word of God.” They will reign with Christ and will 
“be priests of God and of Christ,” for the purpose 
of bringing as many of mankind who will be willing, 
back into harmony and obedience to God.—Rev. 
20:4-6; II Pet. 3:9; Ps. 37:9

HATED WITHOUT A CAUSE
We see many events in Joseph’s life fulfilled in the 

life of Jesus. Both were hated without a cause. We 
read in Psalm 69:4, “They that hate me without a 
cause are more than the hairs of mine head.” Jesus 
quoted this statement and applied it to himself, say-
ing, “They hated me without a cause.”—John 15:25

Both were envied and despised by their brethren. 
The Jewish religious leaders condemned Jesus. 
They did this because his works were good, while 
theirs were not; because he taught the way of God 
more perfectly than they; and because he declared 
that the time would come when they and all others 
would recognize him as the Messiah.

(Continued from page 30)
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The severe and trying experiences of Joseph, 
including his humiliation, prepared the way for his 
eventual glory and honor by Pharaoh, as the second 
highest on the throne of Egypt, and eventually to 
save all his brethren. So too with Jesus. He “hum-
bled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross,” thereby providing the ransom 
sacrifice which redeemed all of mankind.—Phil. 2:8

LEARNING OBEDIENCE
Jesus’ humility enabled him to render perfect 

obedience to his Heavenly Father, demonstrating 
his utmost loyalty to God. Concerning Jesus we read 
that he learned “obedience by the things which he 
suffered,” and “being made perfect, he became the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him.” (Heb. 5:8,9) The expression “being made 
perfect,” is translated from a Greek word which 
means “to make complete, consummate.”

The Scriptures assure us that in God’s great 
plan, not only was Jesus to be exalted to the throne 
as the world’s Messiah, but there will also be a 
company of his faithful followers who will receive 
glory, honor, and immortality. These, in God’s great 
purpose, are required to pass through similar 
experiences to those of their Elder Brother and 
Master, Jesus. Their experiences, therefore, are also 
illustrated in those of Joseph. However, they are 
not on an equality with Jesus, who is designated as 
their “head” and the “captain of their salvation.”—
Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18; Heb. 2:10

TO SUFFER WITH HIM
As previously noted, those who have accepted 

the invitation to become members of the body of 
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Christ are told that if they “suffer with him,” they 
will “be also glorified together.” (Rom. 8:17) What 
does it mean to “suffer with him?”

The Apostle Peter writes, “If when you do good 
and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing 
in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. He 
committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself to him who judges 
justly.” (I Pet. 2:20-23, English Standard Version) 
God counts the sufferings of the faithful ones as very 
precious, “a fragrance of Christ,” “a fragrant odor, … 
truly pleasing to God.”—II Cor. 2:15; Phil 4:18, WNT

Having these promises before our mind, all our 
trials, difficulties, sufferings, and disappointments 
at the present time may be endured with cheerful-
ness if we have a proper faith, knowing that “all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose.”—Rom. 8:28

Let us go continually to our loving Heavenly 
Father, who is the “fountain of life,” praying for his 
grace, wisdom, and truth, that we might develop our 
character from each experience which he permits 
us to have in life. (Ps. 36:5-10) Thus, ultimately we 
will become “more than conquerors [Greek: gain a 
decisive victory] through him who loved us,” and 
bought us with his “precious blood.”—Rom. 8:37; 
I Pet. 1:19 n
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

Studying and 
Applying God’s 

Word
IN ALL PROBABILITY, FEW 
individuals of rational mind 
would fail to appreciate the 
scriptural counsel, “Wisdom 
is the principal thing; there-
fore get wisdom: and with all 
thy getting get understand-
ing.” (Prov. 4:7) The dictio-

nary defines wisdom as the power of true and just 
discernment of a high degree of knowledge. Under-
standing is described as the sum of the mental 
powers by which knowledge is acquired, retained 
and extended; the power of apprehending relations 
and making inferences from them.

Although there are shades of difference between 
the terms wisdom and understanding, inherent in 
the acquisition of either is the process of diligent 
study. The attainment of success in virtually every 
secular field of endeavor depends largely upon the 

“Take my yoke 
upon you, and 

learn of me; for I 
am meek and lowly 

in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto 

your souls.” 
—Matthew 11:29
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degree to which one is committed to study. For the 
Christian, study is an important ingredient in fol-
lowing the Master’s admonition, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.”—Matt. 6:33

THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST
As consecrated followers of Christ, one of the 

important concepts that we must internalize is that 
of sacrifice. In a society such as ours where we are 
inundated with advertising about various creature 
comforts, the word “sacrifice” may not have too much 
real meaning. Yet, if we are followers of Christ and 
engaging in self-denial, we should be very wary 
about the accumulation of personal possessions or 
by cultivating earthly interests at the expense of 
the New Creature. (II Cor. 5:17) Many of the Lord’s 
people have family responsibilities and obligations 
which cannot be sacrificed legitimately. With regard 
to our own personal time and needs, however, if 
done in a proper spirit, the Lord would be pleased 
to accept such sacrifices as a demonstration of our 
love for him. “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” 
— Rom. 13:14, Revised Standard Version

There are many potential distractions all about 
us. These will tend to keep us from bending our 
energies towards maintaining our sacrificial course 
with regard to putting as much on the altar as we 
possibly can, especially the good things that are 
pleasing to the eye. Obviously, there are many 
pleasant things which each one who is rightly exer-
cised has a right to enjoy. Perhaps one of the sim-
plest guides that we can use to determine what we 



NOVEMBER 2024 41

should or should not do is by asking ourselves this: 
Will certain experiences that we desire and would 
like to participate in enhance our Christian walk 
or will they simply satisfy our flesh? If they are 
designed to promote our growth and development 
as a New Creature, we are surely doing what merits 
God’s approval. With regard to our freedom in mak-
ing these decisions, the following verses express 
the matter well. “All things are lawful for me, but 
all things are not expedient: all things are lawful 
for me, but all things edify not. … Whether there-
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God.”—I Cor. 10:23,31

GODLY SUBMISSION
One of the many exhortations to guide Chris-

tians into doing the will of God is as follows: “Have 
this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
who, existing in the form of God, counted not the 
being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being made in the likeness of men; and being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross.” 
(Phil. 2:5-8, American Standard Version) The matter 
of subjugating our personal wills to that of the 
Heavenly Father is an extraordinary accomplish-
ment. We often have our own ideas about matters 
that are not necessarily supported by Scripture, in 
contrast with our Lord, who always yielded himself 
to divine authority and instruction.

Another practice worthy of emulation for conse-
crated believers relates to criticizing others. “For 
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
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the world; but that the world through him might 
be saved.” (John 3:17) We are to imitate the spirit 
of Christ as closely as we can, and although the 
Master could read the hearts of others, he died for 
all, including the Pharisees whom he rebuked for 
their hypocrisy. Our actions and attitudes should 
not be as the Pharisee toward the publican in terms 
of being self-righteous. (Luke 18:11) As long as we 
are in the flesh, we need continued striving against 
such a propensity and seek the prompt removal of 
any defilement upon the imputed righteous garment 
provided through the merit of Christ’s blood.—
Rom. 5:8,9

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Progress in the Christian way is dependent upon 

Bible study, for it is through this endeavor that we 
feed upon the precious promises of God which 
nourish and give us strength. (II Pet. 1:4) The Bible 
emphasizes that “every scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable,” and indeed is necessary, if all our 
needs as his children are to be supplied. (II Tim. 
3:16, ASV) The word “scripture” simply means 
writing, and not all writing is inspired by God. 
However, all words inspired by God are profitable 
for the purposes the Heavenly Father designs for 
his people.

The apostles encouraged Christians in the Early 
Church to study the inspired Word of God. At that 
time the Old Testament was almost the only Scrip-
tures they had, because various portions of the New 
Testament were just being written and circulated 
in the form of letters or epistles. However, the Old 
Testament contained God’s promises of the Messiah 
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and of the kingdom which he would establish. It 
also foretold the sufferings of Christ and the glory 
that should follow. Although not understood by the 
ancients, the Old Testament also proclaimed that 
the Messiah would have joint-heirs who would live 
and reign with him in the kingdom. (Dan. 9:25,26; 
Isa. 9:6,7; 53:1-12; Ps. 45:9-15) This is the great mys-
tery which was kept hidden for ages but revealed to 
the Early Church by the apostles.—Eph. 3:4-6

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
At the onset of the present Gospel Age, truth 

seekers were encouraged to prove for themselves 
that what they were being told by the apostles was 
really true. We note the following account. “And 
the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas 
by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into 
the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 
(Acts 17:10,11) Thus, those Jews who listened to 
Paul at Berea and heeded this admonition were 
complimented for it. Although the Thessalonian 
brethren were apparently not as close students of 
the Bible as those in Berea, nevertheless, they also 
proved to be very zealous in bearing witness to the 
Gospel message.—I Thess. 1:3-9

It is a mistaken notion, all too prevalent today, 
that zealous study of the Bible in order to know 
and to be established in the teachings of God’s plan 
is not important. The apostles did not have this 
viewpoint. Paul exhorted Timothy that he should 
“take heed” to himself and to “the doctrine,” that 
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by so doing he would save himself as well as those 
to whom he ministered. (I Tim. 4:16) This makes 
salvation itself dependent upon taking proper heed 
to the import of the Scriptures. Such a viewpoint is 
in harmony with Jesus’ words when he prayed, 
“This is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent.” (John 17:3) The only way to know God is 
through instruction in the divine Word which reveals 
his eternal purposes.

PURPOSEFUL STUDY
There is little spiritual profit in studying the 

Bible haphazardly. Paul admonished Timothy that 
in studying, or striving, to show himself approved 
to God, he should be “rightly handling the word of 
truth.” (II Tim. 2:15, RSV) This admonition pre-
cedes a reference to an error which was being 
preached by some at that time; namely, that the 
resurrection had already occurred. (vss. 16-18) The 
Bible emphatically teaches the doctrine of the 
resurrection, both of the saintly and the world, but 
there is a due time in the plan of God for this to 
take place. (Acts 24:15; I Cor. 15:20-23) Those in 
the Early Church who diligently studied the Word 
of Truth could not be induced to believe that the 
promised resurrection was already past.

Not only are there time divisions in the plan of 
God which must be noted in our study of the Bible, 
but there is a different reward promised to the faith-
ful of this age from that which will be offered to man-
kind in general during the coming Messianic king-
dom upon the earth. The church is promised “glory 
and honour and immortality,” while in the next age 
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those who obey will be restored to perfect life as 
human beings on the earth. (Rom. 2:7; Isa. 35:1-10; 
Rev. 21:2-4) If we fail to note this when we study 
the Bible, it will ofttimes seem to contradict itself.

Much of the language of the Bible is symbolic, 
while also a great deal of its testimony is presented 
without figurative significance. We need to discern 
the difference between literal and metaphorical 
language in our study of the Scriptures, or else again 
it will appear as though its testimony is contradic-
tory. If we rightly handle the Word of Truth along 
these various lines, it will reveal God’s wonderful 
plan to us in a harmonious manner. This, in turn, 
will induce healthy spiritual growth as we yield 
ourselves to the Bible’s holy influence.

CHALLENGES TO OBEDIENCE
As consecrated believers we have the imputed 

robe of Christ’s righteousness to cover our fleshly 
imperfections and tendencies. (Isa. 61:10; Rom. 
4:7,8,16,23,24) Yet, our fallen sinful condition 
remains, except to the degree our new mind exer-
cises self-control; and we may be sure that Satan 
will do all in his power to ensnare us. (I Cor. 9:27; 
I Pet. 5:8) Such testing may even be permitted to 
grow more intense as we near the end of our earthly 
sojourn. For example, the matter of not reacting in 
anger provides a severe test to believers when they 
are unjustly treated in an evil manner. Addressing 
this, Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven.”—Matt. 5:11,12
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All of us occasionally receive ill-treatment at the 
hands of others. When we do what is right and are 
slandered because of it, do we feel blessed and joy-
ful, or angry? Here is sage counsel: “This is thank-
worthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, 
when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For 
even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously.” (I Pet. 2:19-23) We have many 
challenging experiences, and our success in becom-
ing a more than conqueror in large measure is 
dependent upon internalizing the fruits and graces 
of the Spirit as well as having clarity on intellec-
tual aspects of the Truth.—Rom. 8:35-39; Gal. 
5:22-25; II Pet. 1:2-12

OUR SOURCE OF STRENGTH
The Word of God is the source from which true 

Christians derive their strength. It commends itself 
by providing direction, hope, peace, and under-
standing to all who are spiritually enlightened and 
apply its precepts in their lives. Although the Bible 
has a generally elevating influence upon all who 
carefully read its pages, it is primarily designed to 
benefit those who have received its teachings and 
import to the intent that they have yielded their 
own will to that of seeking the Heavenly Father’s 
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will in all of life’s affairs. It is for this reason that 
we also read, “The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.”—I Cor. 2:14

Those who fully appreciate the importance of 
studying God’s Word are engaged in the process of 
being changed from earthly to spiritual minded-
ness so that their lives can more nearly reflect the 
Christlike character. Such individuals, having 
accepted the present invitation to become disciples 
of Christ through self-denial and sacrifice, find the 
need to follow this admonition of Paul: “Be not 
conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.”—Rom. 12:2

DOCTRINE
The importance of study is all encompassing and 

comprises the Christian’s work of a lifetime. Four 
aspects related to this subject are: doctrine, prophecy, 
service, and imbibing divine principles. Doctrine 
refers to teaching, and if the believer is to be guided 
properly, he must refer to God’s counsel as revealed 
in the Scriptures. During Jesus’ ministry, the people 
marveled at his “gracious words.” (Luke 4:22) He 
properly credited the heavenly Father as the foun-
tain from which his words flowed. After expounding 
to the people at the Feast of Tabernacles, the Master 
declared, “My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.”—John 7:16,17
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Thus it should be also with each faithful follower 
of Christ. To appreciate the attributes and character 
of God and to comprehend the harmonious gran-
deur of his magnificent plan of salvation, which 
includes such themes as the ransom, resurrection, 
justification, sanctification, the call of the church, 
the nature of Christ, and other fundamental teach-
ings, one must first be emptied of self and demon-
strate a meek and humble attitude. Under the Holy 
Spirit’s influence, Christians will be directed to 
examine carefully what the Bible teaches on these 
subjects. While it is true that God has raised up 
human agencies since Pentecost such as apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, for the 
“edifying of the body of Christ,” individual diligence 
and personal study are necessary in order to make 
the Truth one’s own.—Eph. 4:11,12

Among the many exhortations given by the Apostle 
Paul regarding doctrine, we read, “Prove all things; 
hold fast that which is good.” (I Thess. 5:21) The 
assimilation of scriptural instruction was deemed 
necessary to be kept free from the errors promul-
gated by false teachers after the apostles fell asleep 
in death. The many conflicting ideas which pres-
ently exist among Christians demonstrate that in 
these “last days” believers must be circumspect and 
rely upon a “thus saith the Lord” as a basis for their 
faith.—II Tim. 3:1-5; Isa. 44:6

PROPHECY
The study of prophecy would surely be of interest 

to the child of God who yearns for the kingdom for 
which Jesus taught his disciples to pray. (Matt. 
6:10) Prior to his crucifixion the Master gave many 
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signs concerning his Second Advent and the prepa-
ratory work which would be accomplished before 
this present social order would give way to a reign 
of righteousness. (Matt. 24:27-44; Luke 21:25-33) 
Under divine guidance, both Old and New Testa-
ment writers recorded future events. Since many 
of these were fulfilled in the past, believers today 
can have confidence that if they “watch” soberly and 
prayerfully, they will recognize prophetic unfolding 
at the time when they are due to be understood. 
— I Thess. 5:6; I Pet. 4:7

One prophecy which seems to be descriptive of 
our day relates to the time of the end when many 
would “run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased.” (Dan. 12:4) Although Daniel desired to 
understand the meaning of his prophetic utterances, 
they were not due to be comprehended at that time 
but were reserved until our day for the benefit of 
faithful Christians who would be engaged in search-
ing the Scriptures. God said to him, “Go thy way, 
Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till 
the time of the end. … None of the wicked shall under-
stand; but the wise shall understand.”—vss. 9,10

The restoration of the Edenic paradise on a world-
wide scale is a hope which Bible students have pro-
claimed as the answer to the misery and suffering 
which mankind has endured since Adam’s fall into 
sin. Recognizing that only a comparatively small 
number from among humanity will strive seriously 
to emulate the life which Jesus lived while he was 
on earth, consecrated believers rejoice that the 
Scriptures reveal the promised future opportunity 
of life on earth for every obedient individual, and 
not merely the saintly few which will live in heaven. 
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“He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution [Greek: restoration] 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
(Acts 3:20,21) Since all God’s holy prophets have 
declared there would be a time of restoration which 
would offer future blessings to mankind, the sincere 
Christian should certainly desire to proclaim these 
truths so that others might be comforted. A convic-
tion based upon other prophecies, that the time for 
the fulfillment of these promises is close at hand, 
makes the study of these matters even more urgent. 
— Mark 13:29-31

SERVICE
Service in the cause of Christ is an indispensable 

privilege of all believers who desire to manifest an 
appreciation of the Heavenly Father’s love in giving 
his Son to be their Savior and Redeemer. The 
Lord’s followers, in studying the Scriptures, find 
many passages which indicate the responsibility 
and privilege of preaching the Gospel as a form of 
Christian service. (Isa. 52:7; Matt. 24:14; 28:19,20) 
Although the majority of the Lord’s people are not 
engaged in a public ministry, each believer will look 
for service opportunities on every suitable occasion 
in accordance with the Apostle Paul’s admonition, 
“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith.”—Gal. 6:10

The Scriptures give many examples of service 
which might be performed to assist others. A partial 
list includes: meeting regularly with fellow Christians 
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to encourage their faithfulness to God; sympathiz-
ing with those who are undergoing heavy burdens; 
being a good listener; pointing to scriptural refer-
ences which might afford comfort; inquiring as to 
whether you can be of special assistance and follow-
ing through on the offer; remembering to pray for 
others both in their trials and when the Heavenly 
Father blesses their endeavors along some line of 
service; testifying of personal experiences to encour-
age others to learn lessons which they can apply in 
their lives; and sacrificing in the use of resources to 
help further the cause of Christ. If any true follower 
of Christ feels he or she has no opportunity for Chris-
tian service, a prayerful consideration of what the 
Bible declares on this subject should prove most 
profitable.

DIVINE PRINCIPLES
The study of divine principles is a critical under-

taking for all believers who wish to be conformed 
to the Master’s image. Since we have a God who 
operates by a set of righteous principles, it is incum-
bent upon his people to probe the Scriptures in order 
to discover a lifestyle which would be pleasing to the 
Creator in accordance with his will as revealed by 
the Holy Spirit. Frequently the same principle is 
indicated in different parts of the Bible. One such 
example is that confession of sin is a prerequisite 
to forgiveness. (Ps. 32:5; Isa. 55:7; Prov. 28:13; 
I John 1:9) A few of the many other principles 
which the Scriptures reveal and commend them-
selves for the Christian’s study include:

•Obedience is more acceptable than sacrifice.        
  (I Sam. 15:22)
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•We reap what we sow. (Gal. 6:7)
•Justice is the foundation of God’s throne. 
  (Ps. 89:14)
•Humility precedes exaltation. (James 4:10)
•Cross bearing is required for discipleship. 
  (Luke 14:27)
•Everyone is accountable to God. (Rom. 14:12)
•The merciful shall receive mercy. (Matt. 5:7)
•God is love. (I John 4:16)
The importance of study should be deemed as 

self-evident to Christians. It is not to be considered 
merely an academic venture for the purpose of 
acquiring factual information, but rather an inte-
gral feature of one’s spiritual development and 
acceptability to the Heavenly Father. One Scrip-
ture in particular seems to encapsulate the motive 
which should spur each believer to engage in a 
comprehensive study of the many facets of the 
divine revelation as contained in the Bible: “Study 
and do your best to present yourself to God 
approved, a workman tested by trial who has no 
reason to be ashamed, accurately handling and 
skillfully teaching the word of truth.” (II Tim. 2:15, 
Amplified Bible) What purpose for study could be 
loftier than that? n

OBITUARIES
The following brethren have recently finished their Christian course. We 
wish to express our sincere sympathy to their family and friends in the loss 
of these dear ones.

Sister Verna Roguski, Portland, OR—October 4. 
Age, 99
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

The Privilege of 
Thanksgiving

EACH YEAR, STARTING IN 
1863, one hundred sixty-one 
years ago, the fourth Thurs-
day of November has been 
designated in the United 
States as a day of thanks-
giving — this year that will 

be November 28. True Christians are always glad 
to give thanks, and thus will be happy to render 
thanks to the Lord on this day. Indeed, if we are 
living up to our privileges, we will be giving thanks 
to the Lord every day. Paul wrote, “In everything 
give thanks,” and since we know that “all things” 
are working together for our eternal good, thank-
fulness will be welling up in our hearts and finding 
expression through our lips for every experience of 
life.—I Thess. 5:18; Rom. 8:28

All the Lord’s people appreciate the blessings 
which he continuously showers upon them. Giving 
thanks is one of the ways of expressing this appre-
ciation. First, we give thanks to our Heavenly Father, 
but also, as a testimony of his goodness, we express 

“It is a good thing 
to give thanks unto 

the Lord, and to 
sing praises unto 

thy name, 
O most High.” 

—Psalm 92:1
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thanks among those with whom we come in contact. 
“It is a good thing,” our text declares, “to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to sing praises” unto his name. 
Here the thought seems to be that we express our 
thanks to the Lord, and sing praises with others—
and certainly our songs of praise are expressions of 
thanksgiving.

David wrote, “That I may publish with the voice of 
thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works.” 
(Ps. 26:7) This expression is found in a very interest-
ing and revealing context. Opening the psalm, David 
wrote, “Judge me, O Lord; for I have walked in mine 
integrity: I have trusted also in the Lord; therefore 
I shall not slide.” (vs. 1) Neither David nor any other 
member of the fallen race has been capable of living 
up to God’s standard of perfection, but as the con-
secrated people of God it is essential that we main-
tain our integrity before him in the sense of always 
being willing and anxious to do right. Maintaining 
such an attitude before the Lord, we will want him 
to judge us, and to reveal to us those things in which 
we are not pleasing to him.

IN GOD’S STRENGTH
David knew that he could not maintain his integ-

rity by his own strength. We, also, would fail in our 
own strength. It is only as we have faith in God’s 
willingness and ability to help us in our every time of 
need, and make use of his every provision to give us 
strength in him and in the power of his might, that, 
like David, we can have confidence that we will not 
“slide.”

David continues, “Examine me, O Lord, and prove 
me; try my reins and my heart. For thy lovingkindness 
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is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth.” 
(Ps. 26:2,3) The psalmist was so desirous of being 
right in Jehovah’s sight that he invited him to exam-
ine and prove him. This was asking a great deal, for 
the psalmist would have no way of knowing what 
severe methods might be used to prove him, or 
what experiences the answer to this prayer might 
bring. However, he had two good reasons for mak-
ing this request. (1) He was confident that God’s 
lovingkindness was before him. (2) He was walking 
in the Lord’s truth and knew that the truth would 
be his “shield and buckler.”—Ps. 91:4

The psalmist then expresses some aspects of his 
integrity. “I have not sat with vain persons,” he 
wrote, “neither will I go in with dissemblers.” (Ps. 
26:4) With David, it was not a matter merely of 
refraining from fellowship with dissemblers, while 
at the same time secretly wishing that the law of 
his God did not prohibit him from doing so. It was 
more than this! “I have hated the congregation of 
evil doers,” he wrote, “and will not sit with the 
wicked.”—vs. 5

SHOULD HATE ALL EVIL
Not being acquainted with the circumstances 

which prompted this expression of hatred for evil, 
we can apply it only in principle to our own stand 
for God and for righteousness. We should apply this 
principle to all evil—to everything that is out of har-
mony with the Lord. We are not to have fellowship 
with any of Satan’s works of darkness, not merely 
because we are forbidden to do so, but because, like 
the psalmist, we hate evil. This is implied in being 
“conformed to the image” of God’s dear Son, of 
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whom it is written that he “loved righteousness, 
and hated iniquity.”—Rom. 8:29; Heb. 1:8,9

In Psalm 19:12-14 we find David praying, “Who 
can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from 
secret faults. Keep back thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion 
over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be 
innocent from the great transgression. Let the words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and 
my redeemer.”

The psalmist knew that the only way he could be 
truly innocent before the Lord was to have his God 
cleanse him from secret faults and keep him from 
committing presumptuous sins. His own part in 
this was in humbly and sincerely looking to the 
Lord to examine and prove him. Even then David 
could not be innocent in the sense of being free 
from all sin, but his heart could be pure. Upon the 
basis of this purity of heart intention, he knew that 
God would accept his devotions and his sacrifices. 
It was in such an attitude that he could “compass,” 
or embrace, the Lord’s altar; that is, offer the sac-
rifice of thanksgiving to the Lord. — Ps. 26:6

A HEART TUNED TO THE LORD
As David reveals, his thanksgiving to the Lord 

was the inevitable result of his longing desire and 
resolute determination to maintain his integrity 
before the Creator. This indicates—and we believe 
that every dedicated child of God will affirm it from 
personal experience—that true and spontaneous 
thanksgiving to God can come only from a heart 
that is in tune with him.
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We cannot be in rebellion against the Lord’s 
instructions, resisting his providences, and at the 
same time have our hearts running over with 
true thanksgiving to him. Thanksgiving is the 
overflowing of hearts that have been emptied of 
self, and filled by the Holy Spirit through the 
written Word and the providential love of God 
with which we are surrounded. If the love of God 
has thus been “shed abroad in our hearts,” we 
will find that it is indeed a good thing—yea, a 
very delightful thing—to give thanks unto the 
Lord. — Rom. 5:5

Viewed in the proper light, every experience of 
life is an occasion for thanksgiving. We are thankful 
for God’s keeping power in our lives; that he has 
not permitted us to fall. We are thankful for the 
assurance that he will never leave us or forsake us; 
that having begun a good work in us, he will finish 
that work in his own due time, and through whatever 
agencies he may deem wise to choose.—II Pet. 1:10; 
Heb. 13:5; Phil. 1:6

In this respect our thanksgiving is both retro-
spective and prospective. We thank God for past 
mercies and for the hope of future blessings — 
those which we know will continue to flow from 
him to “usward” in ever-mounting streams of his 
lovingkindness and grace.—Ps. 40:5

THANKFUL FOR SPIRITUAL VISION
As our minds turn back we thank God that he 

“inclined” unto us. He heard our cry for help, lifted 
us out of the “horrible pit,” and set our feet upon a 
“rock.” (Ps. 40:1,2) There are millions of sincere 
people in the world who are seeking after God who 
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will not, in this present age, find him. It will not be 
until the Messianic kingdom that he will “incline” 
toward these. That will be the time of their “visita-
tion.” (I Pet. 2:12) It is only “a little flock” that the 
Lord is now seeking, and how thankful we should 
be if he has given us opportunity to be of this small 
company.—Luke 12:32

Think what this means! While in the horrible pit 
and the miry clay we were alienated from God 
through sinful works—originally the sinful works of 
Adam through which condemnation came upon all 
his progeny. However, the Lord opened the eyes of our 
understanding, and thus enlightened through the 
Truth, he extended to us the high and holy calling of 
this Gospel Age. (Rom. 5:12; Eph. 1:18) Through 
faith in the blood of Christ, which alone could make us 
acceptable—a faith that was demonstrated by a full 
consecration to do God’s will—we received the assur-
ance of reconciliation with God, and of no longer being 
alienated from him. (I Pet. 1:2,18,19; I John 1:7) What 
a continuous cause for thanksgiving this should be!

FURTHER BLESSINGS
“Peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 

opens the way to further blessings for which we should 
be daily thankful. Paul wrote concerning “this grace 
wherein we stand,” which causes us to “rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.” (Rom. 5:1,2) Indeed, not 
only do we now have peace with God, and enjoy 
fellowship with him, but he has established our 
“goings” in the narrow way that leads to “glory 
and honour and immortality.” (Ps. 40:2; Rom. 2:7) 
We will, of course, have tribulations and trials, but 
this will help us to develop patience. If we continue 
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patiently to endure these experiences they will lead 
to a hope that “maketh not ashamed; because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which is given unto us.”—Rom. 5:3-5

Having peace “with” God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by continued faith in his promises and 
their fulfillment, we gradually acquire the peace 
“of” God—that is, the same kind of peace God has. 
(Phil. 4:7) God enjoys peace, because he knows that 
his divine power and wisdom is in perfect control of 
every situation in his entire universe. We can have 
this same peace, this same tranquility of mind, 
through faith in his promises to love and care for 
us. We know that there is no circumstance in our 
lives that he is not capable of overruling for our 
highest good. We know, moreover, that while at 
times his providences may permit trials to come 
upon us, behind these is his smiling face of love 
which will not permit us to be tested above that 
which we are able to bear.—I Cor. 10:13

REJOICE IN THE LORD
Paul expressed a similar thought when he wrote, 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.”—Phil. 4:4-7, English Standard Version

The peace of God is a part of our present inheri-
tance as Christians, and what a glorious portion 
it is! The world is filled with confusion and fear: 
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the strife of nations; the conflict of arms, real and 
threatened; economic insecurity; the uncertainty 
of friends; these all contribute to turmoil in the 
hearts of the masses of mankind.

It is not so, however, with those into whose hearts 
the Lord has shined with the Gospel and who have 
accepted this message and acted upon it. Just as God 
knows that in due time he will lead the world into 
its desired haven and that nothing can interfere 
with the outworking of his plans and purposes, so 
faithful Christians at this time know that he is 
fully capable, and abundantly willing, to give them 
bountifully of his love and care. Indeed, we can testify 
that day by day he is doing so. Is this not cause for 
the continual giving of thanks?

FOR EVERY EXPERIENCE
Our thankfulness should not be merely along 

general lines. Rather, each experience that comes 
to us affords an opportunity to give thanks. Let us 
continually avail ourselves of the provisions the Lord 
has made through his Word as well as the help of 
our brethren in Christ to increase our knowledge of 
his plans and purposes. Thus we will desire to give 
thanks to God for the better understanding we have 
thus acquired, and the better awareness of his will, 
all of which makes our fellowship with him more 
intimate and blessed.

If we have been faithful in the use of the various 
opportunities we have had to show forth the Lord’s 
praises by making known the Gospel of the king-
dom, we will be thankful for the experiences we have 
enjoyed in thus bearing witness to the Truth. (Matt. 
24:14) Perhaps the Lord has used us to communicate 
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the Gospel to one who receives the message gladly. 
Truly, this would be a cause for thankfulness!

On the other hand, it may be that all our efforts 
to make known the glad tidings to others have 
seemed to fail. Perhaps those to whom we have 
shared the Gospel have turned away with indiffer-
ence, or possibly have scorned or even persecuted 
us. This also is a cause for thankfulness, for such 
experiences are among the witnesses of the Spirit 
that we are the children of God. (Matt. 5:10-12; Rom. 
8:16,17) Jesus explained that no one could come to 
him unless drawn by his Heavenly Father. (John 
6:44) Therefore, if those to whom we witness do 
not show appreciation of the message, it is because 
they are not presently being drawn by God.

We can be thankful, however, for the realization 
that a time is soon coming in God’s plan when all 
people will be enlightened and given an opportunity 
to walk up the highway of holiness—the return road 
to human perfection and to reconciliation with God. 
(Isa. 35:8) At the same time we can be especially thank-
ful that the Lord has drawn us and that we have been 
given “eyes” to see and “ears” to hear the joyful strains 
of his harmonious plan of salvation.—Matt. 13:16

Truly, the Lord is good to all of his people! The 
psalmist wrote, “Blessed is the people that know the 
joyful sound: they shall walk O Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the 
day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.” 
(Ps. 89:15,16) That we have been privileged to know 
the joyful sound of God’s Holy Word is, in itself, an 
evidence that we are walking in the light of the Lord’s 
countenance, and that his favor is upon us. Indeed, 
“it is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord!” n
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T. Alexander
San Diego, CA November 23,24

N. Austin
Milwaukee, WI November 2,3

M. Kerry
Ghana, Africa November 30

B. Montague
Ghana, Africa November 30

H. Montague
New Haven, CT November 10

SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS

The speakers listed below are invited by individual classes, or their services 
have been arranged by their home classes:

The speakers listed below are routed through the Pilgrim Department of 
The Dawn. Their visits are furnished free upon request. Write to: The Dawn 
Pilgrim Department, PO Box 521167, Longwood, FL 32752. A visit will be 
arranged whenever possible.

T. Krupa
Petite-Foret, France  
 November 2,3  
Paris, France 5,6

Lamorlaye, France 10

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS
NOVEMBER 7—“And I saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God.”—Revelation 20:4  (Z. ’00-285  Hymn 134)
NOVEMBER 14—“Take heed unto yourselves, … for 
grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”—
Acts 20:28-30  (Z. ’04-74  Hymn 293)
NOVEMBER 21—“My brethren, count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers temptations.”—James 1:2  (Z. ’02-133  
Hymn 275A)
NOVEMBER 28—“When he giveth quietness, who then 
can make trouble?”—Job 34:29  (Z. ’96-259  Hymn 106)



CONVENTIONS
These conventions are listed by request of classes who sponsor them. 
So your convention can be placed in these columns in time, make your 
request in writing three months before the date of the convention to Dawn 
Magazine, PO Box 521167, Longwood, FL 32752-1167

MILWAUKEE CONVENTION, November 2,3—IN 
PERSON AND BROADCAST ONLINE—Lake Lodge, 
1235 East Howard Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53207. 
Contact D. Farchione. Phone: (414) 324-9667 or Email: 
debfarchione@aol.com
NEW HAVEN CONVENTION, November 10—IN 
PERSON AND BROADCAST ONLINE—NEW LOCA-
TION—Elks Lodge, 175 School Street, Hamden, CT 
06518. Contact M. Lacombe. Phone: (203) 910-3091 or 
Email: merrilylacombe@hotmail.com
SAN DIEGO CONVENTION, November 23,24— 
BROADCAST ONLINE ONLY—Contact R. Brand. 
Email: blatbrand@aol.com
GHANA END OF YEAR CONVENTION, Novem-
ber 30—BROADCAST ONLINE ONLY—Contact N. 
Amoo. Email: yawnoah3n@yahoo.com 
IBADAN THANKSGIVING CONVENTION, Decem-
ber 7,8—IN PERSON ONLY—Ibadan Place of Fel-
lowship, Coca Cola Mokola, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. 
Contact C. O. Egbu. Phone: +2348033339949 or Email: 
egbucaje@gmail.com
CHICAGO CONVENTION, December 28,29—IN 
PERSON AND BROADCAST ONLINE — Doubletree 
by Hilton, 3003 Corporate  W est Drive, Lisle, IL 60532. 
Contact T. Blackwell. Email: secretary@chicagobible .
org, or contact M. Neiman. Phone: (630) 740-0900
PHOENIX CONVENTION, January 18,19—IN 
PERSON AND BROADCAST ONLINE—Fountain 
Hills Community Center, 13001 N. La Montana Drive, 
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268. Contact A. Mengos. Phone: 
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(480) 390-3767 or Email: samengos@yahoo.com
AUSTRALIAN GENERAL CONVENTION, January 
24-26—BROADCAST ONLINE ONLY—Contact R. 
Charlton. Phone: WhatsApp +61429172606 or Email: 
randscharlton@bigpond.com
SACRAMENTO CONVENTION, February 14-16—
IN PERSON AND BROADCAST ONLINE—Holiday 
Inn Express, 2224 Auburn Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 
95821. Phone: (916)923-1100. Contact K. Freer. Phone: 
(916) 879-4657 or Email: winnerwear@aol.com
FLORIDA CONVENTION, March 1-3—IN PERSON 
AND BROADCAST ONLINE—Winter Park Masonic 
Lodge, 1495 Grand Road, Winter Park, FL 32792. Con-
tact J. Benson. Phone: (860) 884-8168 or Email: jona-
thanandjewel@gmail.com
METROPOLITAN DETROIT CONVENTION, May 
3,4 —IN PERSON AND BROADCAST ONLINE— 
Milford Senior Center, 1050 Atlantic Street, Milford, MI 
48381. Contact N. Hummel. Email: psa343nj@yahoo.com

Render Thanks to God
“O render thanks to God above,

The fountain of eternal love,
Whose mercy firm through ages past

Hath stood and shall forever last.
Who can his mighty deeds express,

Not only vast but numberless?
What mortal eloquence can raise

His tribute of eternal praise?
O may I worthy prove to see
Thy saints in full prosperity,

That I the joyful choir may join,
And count thy people’s triumph mine!”

—Hymns of Dawn
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