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Highlights of Daw n
The Bible Versus Tradition Series—Part 2

Judgment Day Favor s
for Sinners

"Whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you r
words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shak e

off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you ,
It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrha in the Day of Judgment than for that city. "

— Matthew 10 :14,15

THE Bible clearly teaches that there is to be a future Judgment
Day for the world of mankind, but tradition has attached many
unreasonable and even repulsive theories to the Bible's teaching s
on this subject. In the minds of many it is considered to be a day
of doom, when nearly all mankind will be consigned to an eter-
nity of torture, while a favored few will be snatched away t o
heaven, where, within its pearly gates, they will sing hymns an d
play harps forever.

From the standpoint of tradition there is actually no goo d
reason why there should be a future Day of Judgment, for sup-
posedly the eternal destiny of every individual is fixed at death .
Believers, tradition says, who are worthy, go immediately to
heaven when they die, while unbelievers are consigned to a hell
of torment. But tradition cannot entirely ignore the teachings o f
the Bible, and since the Bible clearly reveals that there is to be a
future Judgment Day, an effort had to be made by the creed-
makers to fit it into their theology .

Naturally this makes for confusion . In the first place, th e
Judgment Day of the creeds is visualized as being only twenty -
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four hours in length . In a symbolic Judgment Day scene pre-
sented in Revelation 20:12, the dead, "small and great," are
shown standing before God. This was given a literal interpreta-
tion—tradition seeing all the believers, who at death were judge d
worthy of going to heaven, brought back from heaven, and all th e
sinners, who had been condemned to hell-fire, brought back from
hell, all to pass before the judgment seat of God in a twenty-fou r
hour period .

Obviously no good purpose could be served by this . We
could not imagine that any mistakes could have been made in th e
decisions which were reached at death. These decisions, accord-
ing to tradition, place the dead into one of two classes, consign-
ing them either to heaven or to hell . There is, of course, the
Catholic tradition concerning an intermediate state of purgatory .
But, then, tradition never is too concerned about reason . Nor is i t
our obligation to try to harmonize this view with the teachings of
the Bible . As with most of the theories which have come down t o
us through the medium of tradition, this one also is unreasonable ,
and without actual support in the Bible .
More than a Sentence

Tradition is wrong in limiting the meaning of the wor d
judgment to the passing of sentence . Just as a judge in court first
hears the evidence for or against the one on trial before passing
sentence, so those who are sentenced before the bar of divine jus-
tice are first given an opportunity to prove their worthiness or
unworthiness of God's favor .

Our first example of the operation of this principle is th e
case of Adam. In Romans 5:16 the Apostle Paul speaks of judg-
ment coming upon all through Adam—a judgment to condemna-
tion. While the sentence which came upon Adam—"Dust tho u
art, and unto dust shalt thou return"—was the culmination of hi s
judgment, prior to this he had been given an opportunity to dem-
onstrate his loyalty to God's law . Failing in this, he was sen-
tenced to death .—Gen . 3 :19
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It is important to notice in connection with Adam ' s judg-
ment day that he was given full information concerning the
Loxn's requirements. He was not in ignorance of the issue in-
volved . Here is another important principle which operates in all
God's dealings with his intelligent creatures . They are never on
trial before him without knowing it, and without the necessar y
information concerning his will for them . No one will fail to re-
ceive the grace of God because of ignorance, and no one will at-
tain salvation without the necessary knowledge concerning Jesus
Christ, the Redeemer, and the will of God for those who accep t
this gift of his love.
Ancients Proved Worth y

When Adam sinned and began to die, it meant that all his
progeny were imperfect, and therefore under condemnation t o
death. Nevertheless, from Adam's day to the first advent of Je-
sus, there were individuals who demonstrated their faith in God
and their loyalty to him and to his cause. The first of these was
Abel . The last, of record, was John the Baptist .

ENGLISH RECORDED LECTURE SERVIC E

WE WISH to remind our British readers that a Re-
corded Lecture Service, operated under the aus-
pices of the English Dawn, is continuing to be available .
We provide, on loan, recorded lectures on audio cas-
settes . Also, The Dawn magazine is read onto tape
each month for those who have difficulty seeing . Serv-
ice is for British Isles only.

Direct your request to :

Dawn Recorded Lecture Servic e
P.O. Box 13 6

Chesham, Bucks ., ENGLAND HP5 3EB
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The Apostle Paul mentions many of these faithful ancients .
(Heb. 11) He points out the diffiiculties they encountered in prov -
ing their devotion to God. Paul explains that they endured the
trials which came upon them that they might prove worthy of a
"better resurrection ." Paul speaks of their being made "perfect" i n
the resurrection, meaning, evidently, that when these faithful
ones are awakened from the sleep of death they will be perfect
human beings, and therefore be fully qualified to conduct th e
work of God which will then be assigned to them in connection
with the messianic kingdom.—vss. 35, 39, 4 0

While these Ancient Worthies were not given afull under -
standing of the plans and purposes of God for the restoration o f
the human race to life through Jesus, the Redeemer, God did fa-
vor them with sufficient knowledge upon which to decid e
whether or not they would devote themselves fully to him, re-
gardless of the cost. Even Abel knew of God's statement that the
seed of the woman would bruise the serpent's head . (Gen . 3 :15)
From this Abel would have known that God had some plan for
overcoming the havoc which had been wrought in Eden by the
Devil, and he wanted to be on God's side and share in that futur e
triumph of righteousness .

In Jude 14 we read that "Enoch, the seventh from Adam, "
prophesied concerning the coming of the Lord to execute judg-
ment . This indicates that Enoch was given enough understandin g
upon which to base his decision to enable him to take his stan d
on the Loan ' s side . With the passage of time, the plan of God un-
folded more and more. One after another of the holy prophet s
was caused to testify concerning this plan, giving the Ancien t
Worthies a definite basis for their faith and an inspiring incentiv e
to faithfulness.
The Ancient Worthies

We might say, therefore, that the entire period from the fall
of man in Eden until the first advent of Christ was a judgmen t
day during which those faithful servants of old proved their wor-
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thiness of being made "princes in all the earth ." (Ps . 45:16) True ,
when they are awakened from the sleep of death and given per-
fect human bodies, as the Scriptures indicate will be the case ,
they will need to continue their faithfulness in order to attain ev-
erlasting life . But so far as their past is concerned, they did re-
ceive a good report through faith . They passed their trial success-
fully .—Heb. 11 :39

Beginning with the giving of the Law to Israel by Moses ,
the nation of Israel entered upon a special day of judgment .
Through the Law, as epitomized in the Ten Commandments, th e
will of God was expressed for the Israelites . If they could keep
the Law they were promised life . "He that doeth those things
shall live ." (Rom. 10 :5 ; Matt. 19:16,17) For the nation, faithful-
ness to the Law would have resulted in an honored positio n
among nations as a priestly nation of teachers and blessers . They
would have become a kingdom nation .—Exod. 19:3-6

The LORD granted the people of Israel a long period of pro-
bation in which to prove their worthiness or unworthiness of th e
blessings promised under the Law, but they failed . None gained
life under the Law .

Paul explains: "Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam' s
transgression ." (Rom. 5 :14) Adam's sin was individual and will-
ful, but his progeny shared in the condemnation regardless o f
their individual responsibility . But, as Paul indicates, so far as the
Israelites were concerned the standards of the Law placed the m
under a greater responsibility .

The promise that if obedient to the Law they would become
a kingdom of priests and "an holy nation," was made to the Isra-
elites as a nation . In this they failed to qualify, and Jesus said to
the representative leaders of the nation, that the kingdom would
be taken from them and given to a nation "bringing forth fruits
thereof," or the "fruits" expected. (Matt. 21 :43) Later the Apostle
Peter identified this new nation to which the kingdom was given .
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He wrote : "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a n
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye . should show forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his mar-
velous light ; which in time past were not a people, but are no w
the people of God : . which had not obtained mercy, but now
have obtained mercy ."—I Pet. 2 :9,10
The Present Judgment Day

The Scriptures reveal that with the first advent of Chris t
another judgment day began . Jesus himself was the first one in-
volved. Jesus came into the world to accomplish the divine pur-
pose of redeeming mankind from death and of restoring the will-
ing and obedient to life . But to serve the divine cause in this man-
ner, Jesus had to be tested .

In Psalm 40 :7, Jesus is quoted as saying, "Lo, I come : in
the volume of the Book it is written of me. I delight to do thy
will, 0 my God: yea, thy law is within my heart ." While thi s
translation is not too clear, the thought is, as stated by Jesus, tha t
he had come to do all that had been previously written, o r
prophesied, concerning him . And this, as Jesus said, he delighted
to do, for God's law was within his heart, a very part of his being .

As prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures, the divin e
will for Jesus was that he was to sacrifice his flesh, his humanity ,
in death for the sins of the world . This he willingly and gladly
did, and in doing it he proved his worthiness of the sacred re-
sponsibility his Heavenly Father had placed in him . Had he been
unfaithful he would have lost all, even life itself .

That Jesus was severely tested is brought to our attentio n
by the incident in which Peter urged him not to go to Jerusalem ,
where his enemies were lying in wait to arrest him and put him to
death. To this Jesus replied, "Get thee behind me, Satan ." He
added the explanation that anyone who took up his cross to fol-
low him, and then sought to save his life, would lose it. (Mark
8:31-36) Jesus knew that since he had covenanted to lay down hi s
life for the sins of the world, any holding back to save his life, as
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Peter had suggested, would mean unfaithfulness . This would re -
sult in the loss of his own life, in the sense that he would not be
raised from the dead.

It is written of Jesus that he learned obedience by the
things which he suffered . (Heb . 5 :8) Actually, Jesus had always
been obedient to his Heavenly Father . In his prehuman existence
he had served his Father faithfully, and the Father was delighted
with him. But not until he came to earth and encountered th e
prejudices, the jealousies, the hatreds of the fallen human race ,
as faithfully he served in the face of opposition engendered b y
these blighting manifestations of sin, did Jesus know, experi-
mentally, what it meant to be obedient in suffering . This was the
great lesson he learned during the three and one-half years of hi s
earthly ministry . And Jesus proved faithful !

Jesus' Followers Tested
Beginning with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pente -

cost, the followers of Jesus have been on probation . They have
the opportunity of proving worthy not only to live with Christ ,
but also to reign with him in his thousand-year kingdom . (II
Tim. 2:12) As with the people of God in previous ages, thes e
also have been enlightened with respect to the will of God fo r
them. They have been invited to prove their worthiness of reign -
ing in the kingdom of Christ . Thus Jesus said that it is given t o
them to know the mysteries of the kingdom.—Matt . 13 :1 1

Through the acceptance of Jesus as their Redeemer, an d
upon the basis of faith in his shed blood, the faithful followers o f
Jesus surrender themselves to God, and to the doing of his will .
The merit of Christ's shed blood releases them from the origina l
condemnation to death, and they now have the privilege of lay-
ing down their lives in acceptable sacrifice . (Rom. 12:1) At the
same time they are on trial for life . Paul speaks of their patience
in well-doing by which they "seek for glory and honor and im-
mortality, eternal life."—Rom . 2 : 7
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Bound Volumes of "The Dawn-" Magazin e

TO ORDER your 1984 or 1985 bound volume s
of "The Dawn" magazine, send $2 .50 each to :

Dawn Publication s
199 Railroad Avenu e

East Rutherford, NJ 0707 3

As in the case of Jesus, the trial of his followers is a diffi-
cult, exacting one . Peter wrote, "Think it not strange concernin g
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thin g
happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings ; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye ma y
be glad also with exceeding joy ." —I Pet. 4:12,1 3

The Apostle Peter understood full well that the fiery trials
experienced by the followers of Jesus is in reality their judgmen t
experience. A few verses further on in this chapter he wrote, "Th e
time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God : and
if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey no t
the Gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear! "—I Pet . 4 :17,1 8

`If the righteous scarcely be saved' is an expression whic h
denotes the difficulties undergone by the followers of Jesus i n
this age—those who are laying down their lives sacrificially a s
Jesus did, proving their faithfulness . But there is a compensatin g
reward . To these Jesus said, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life ." (Rev . 2 :10) And again, "To hi m
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set ct, ; +h my Father in his throne ."—
Rev. 3 :2 1
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The World's Judgment Day
As we have seen, Peter explained that the judgment, o r

trial, of the Gospel Age "house of God" is a very exacting, diffi-
cult one, and he asks, "Where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear?" The very few who are willfully ungodly after havin g
been fully enlightened, will not of course appear in any futur e
judgment for they thus prove themselves unworthy of life . Bu t
the unenlightened, sin-cursed, and dying race of mankind wil l
appear in the world's future judgment, which is a "day," or pe-
riod in the divine plan—a thousand years in length.—II Pet . 3 :7, 8

Peter described that future Day of Judgment as one of per-
dition, or destruction, of ungodly men . This is in contrast with the
present time, when all are dying, irrespective of whether they ar e
righteously inclined or otherwise . But the apostle also explain s
that God is "long-suffering . . . not willing that any should perish ,
but that all should come to repentance." (II Pet. 3 :9) This is why
a thousand years has been set aside in the divine plan for the en-
lightenment of the people, and for giving all a full opportunity t o
repent, obey, and live upon the basis of that enlightenment.

In Paul's sermon to the worldly-wise Athenians, he spok e
of the ignorance of the world, as represented in the many gods
worshiped by the Athenians ; and he explained lat God had
"winked" at this ignorance, meaning that he had not held and di d
not hold responsibile those who are unenlighter I . "But now, "
Paul further explained, "God commandeth all men everywhere to
repent: because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath or-
dained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that h e
hath raised him from the dead."—Acts 17 :30,3 1

The Apostle Paul's statement that now God commandet h
all men everywhere to repent does not imply that this comman d
has as yet actually reached all men . He is merely calling attention
to the fact that, beginning with the first advent of Jesus, the pla n
of God moved forward. Through the Gospel, God was now call -
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ing individuals to repent and to take up their cross to follow Je-
sus . This message is not limited to any one nation or race o f
people; but as Jesus commissioned his disciples, it has been take n
by them to all nations .—Matt . 28:19, 20 ; Acts 1 :7, 8
"Assurance"

Paul speaks of "assurance" in connection with the coming
Day of Judgment . What assurance could possibly come from th e
tradition that the Judgment Day is `doomsday' for the vast major-
ity of the human race? The fact that all men, as they learn abou t
the coming Judgment Day, are assured by this knowledge, sug-
gests that it will be a time of blessing when they will have an op-
portunity to accept the provisions of life made for them through
Christ, obey the laws of his kingdom, and live .

The work of that future Judgment Day will be based upon
enlightenment. The Prophet David wrote, "The Loan . . . cometh .
. . to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness ,
and the people with his truth ." (Ps . 96:13) The Prophet Isaiah
wrote, that when the LoaD's judgments are abroad in the earth ,
"the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness ."—Isa . 26 : 9

Jesus explained the source of the information which wil l
reach the world during the future Day of Judgment. He said, "I f
any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not." To
this Jesus added, "The word that I have spoken, the same shal l
judge him in the last day ." Jesus explained that the words or com-
mandments he had spoken were not his, that they had been given
to him by his Father . And then he said, "I know that His com-
mandment is life everlasting ."—John 12:47-50

Tradition would have us believe that those who hear the
teachings of Jesus in this life, and for one reason or another d o
not accept and obey them, are judged unworthy of heaven, an d
forthwith consigned to eternal torture . But Jesus did not agree
with this tradition . He said that he did not judge unbelievers, bu t
that his word would judge them in the "last day ." This last day i s
simply the final age in God's great plan of salvation .

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

11



The meaning of Jesus' words is obvious . Those who do not
now accept the Gospel are not on trial for life . They are not now
being judged . But the truth of God's Word will be made available
in the last day . All the hindrances to belief will be removed, an d
then the commandments of God will constitute the basis of judg-
ment for all mankind . Those who then accept and obey will, as
Jesus explained, receive everlasting life, not in heaven with Jesus ,
but on earth as humans .
The Opening of the Book s

This is the reassuring truth that is brought to our attentio n
in Revelation 20 :12. It is a beautiful, symbolic lesson revealing
God's purpose to enlighten the people with his truth during the
future Judgment Day of the world. John wrote, "I saw the dead ,
small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened:
and another book was opened, which is the book of life : and the
dead were judged out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works ."

Tradition tells us that the books which are opened in thi s
wonderful text contain the records of the past lives of all human-
ity . The tradition is that these books will be opened to ascertai n
the worthiness or unworthiness of each individual to spend eter-
nity in heaven, the unworthy being sent to torment . How crude
and how cruel tradition can sometimes be !

This tradition is seen at once to be wrong, because the tex t
mentions the "works" of those being judged as separate from th e
things written in the books—they are judged "out of the thing s
written in the books, according to their works ." Jesus stated tha t
his "word," the "commandment of God, " would judge the people
in the "last day" . Since the people are judged out of the things
written in the books, then the opening of these books must sym-
bolize the revealment to the people of God's truth, his command-
ments, upon the basis of which they are judged .

And this judgment is also according to their works—no t
their past works, for those who are awakened from death an d
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come up in the world's judgment are known by God not to hav e
been worthy of everlasting life . Whether it has been in past ages ,
or in the present, all--except the elect classes who have proved
faithful in the face of great difficulty—have continued under con -
demnation, the divine intention being to give them their opportu-
nity when awakened from the sleep of death .
Book of Life

The text speaks of "another book" being opened, "the book
of life." The complete thought set forth in symbol in this text i s
that when the dead are awakened they will, through Christ, have
a standing before God . They will be enlightened, as symbolized
by the opening of the books. As their works are brought into con-
formity with the will of God as revealed by the open books, thei r
names will be enrolled in the book of life . They will no longer be
subject to Adamic condemnation, but upon the basis of their indi-
vidual acceptance of and obedience to the truth concerning Jesu s
as made known by the opened books, they will be on the way to
eternal life.

During that Day of Judgment those who do not then prov e
worthy to have their names enrolled in the book of life, will b e
remanded to death. This is called "second death," and symbol-
ized by the "lake of fire." Fire is one of the most destructive ele-
ments known to man . The Apostle Peter states this truth plainly ,
saying, "It shall come to pass that every soul, which will not hear
that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people."—Acts
3 :23
Enlightenment Necessary

In our beginning text we find Jesus saying that it would b e
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment
than it would be for those who rejected the Gospel as presented to
them by the disciples . The point involved here is the measure o f
enlightenment. The people of Jesus' day were more enlightene d
than those who lived in the ancient cities of Abraham's day ,
hence they were more responsible .
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The Scriptures do not teach that anyone will be tortured
forever for failing to believe and obey the Gospel. The Scripture s
do not teach that anyone will fail to have an opportunity in the fu-
ture judgment, unless in this life his rejection of divine grace ha s
been based upon a comprehensive understanding of the issues in-
volved, and has been wholly willful .

While it will be more tolerable for the Sodomites in th e
Day of Judgment than for the Israelites who rejected the messag e
given them by Jesus and his disciples, even these are to be won-
derfully blessed . The Apostle Paul explained concerning the m
that "there shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn
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away ungodliness from Jacob ." He stated that this is in keeping
with a promise made to the nation of Israel concerning a "ne w
covenant," in connection with which their sins would be re -
moved .—Rom. 11 :26-32 ; Jer . 31 :31-34

The ultimate and full result of this will be, as Paul ex-
plained, that "all Israel shall be saved ." Paul says concerning th e
Israelites that God has counted them all in unbelief, "that he
might have mercy upon all ." Yes, there will be mercy for unbe-
lievers in the Judgment Day !

There will be mercy for the Sodomites for they were igno-
rant of God and his will ; there will be mercy for the Israelites be -
cause they lacked full understanding, and were blinded by thei r
prejudices; there will be mercy for all who have died without
having had a full opportunity to know and serve God . The
knowledge of the Loin will fill the earth as the waters cover the
sea, and he will judge the people with his truth .—Isa . 11 :9 ; Ps .
96 :13
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Growth in Fruits and Graces of the Spiri t
WHILE the heights of perfection cannot be reached so long as we have
these imperfect bodies, there should be in every child of God very per-
ceptible and continuous growth in the fruits and graces of the Hol y
Spirit ; and each step gained should be considered but the stepping-ston e
to higher attainments . If there is no perceptible growth into the likeness
of God, or if there is a

	

backward tendency or a
listless standstill, it is

	

cause for alarm . Let
us constantly keep
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before our eyes
the model which the
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Lord Jesus set fo r
our example—the corn- plete fulfillment of
the will of God, in which the whole Law was kept blamelessly . Let us
follow his steps of righteousness and self-sacrifice as nearly as a full
measure of loving zeal and faithfulness and loyalty to God will enable u s
to do, and we shall have a blessed sense of the divine approval now, an d
the glorious reward of divine favor in due time .
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International Bible Study Lesson s

LESSON FOR APRIL 3

Victory Over Death
KEY VERSE : "Go quickly, and tell his disciples that he i s

risen from the dead."—Matthew 28 :7

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Matthew 27 :62-66

THE Christian world at this sea-
son of the year professes to be-
lieve that Jesus was raised from
the dead, but because it believes
that nothing has occurred since to
indicate that anything is to come
out of that miracle which will ad-
vantageously affect the experi-
ences of this suffering and dying
world, it exercises little faith that
such will ever be the case .

There is not much in the worl d
today to suggest the thought of the
resurrection—rather, it is a time of
slaughter and destruction . The
grim spectre of death is hanging
over practically every home in the
world . These very conditions ,
however, emphasize the need of a
resurrection, and give real point t o
the promises of God which assure
us of hope beyond the grave.

The resurrection hope set forth
in the Bible is centered in the fact
that Jesus, the world's Redeemer,
was himself raised from the dead,
and with him Gethsemane and

Calvary preceded the joys of the
resurrection . With Jesus, a miracle
was performed in which God use d
his mighty power to raise him
from the dead.

If we can believe in the miracle
of Jesus' resurrection, and can be-
lieve that the God who raised him
from the dead will fulfill his prom-
ises to raise all mankind from
death, then the resurrection of Je-
sus, commemorated again thi s
year, should mean more to us than
ever before .

The sense of God's message i s
that he will use his miracle-work-
ing power to make an end of hu-
man suffering and death. The res-
urrection of Jesus is one of God' s
greatest guarantees of this fact .
Actually, the resurrection of Jesus
was but the beginning of a whole
series of miracles which, before
they are all performed, will see
Edeni.c perfection and happiness
restored worldwide, and mankind
restored to life upon the earth, en -
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joying peace, prosperity, an d
health forever.

This is the blessed assurance
that the Bible gives us over and
over again! It is clearly set forth
when the Apostle Paul emphasizes
the importance of Jesus' resurrec-
tion in connection with the hope of
the church, as well as the hope of
the world, pointing out to us that if
Christ were not raised from the
dead, then our faith is vain, an d
they who have fallen asleep i n
Christ are perished.

As already noted, however, the
resurrection of Jesus was but the
beginning of a series of miracles
on behalf of mankind . Paul says,
"Now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits o f
them that slept ." The term
'firstfruits ' indicates that others
are to be raised from the dead, tha t
there are to be ' after-fruits ' . These
after-fruits of the resurrection will
eventually include all of the sin -
cursed and dying world, redeeme d
by the blood of Christ .

Paul says, "Since by man came
death, by man came also the resur-
rection of the dead." And again,
"As in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive."
This shows that the work of re-
demption through Christ is to be
as far-reaching as the effects of the
fall through father Adam.

BIBLE STUDY

The apostle, in explaining
God 's program of resurrection, in-
dicates that there is a'certain and

,definite order in connection there -
with . He says, "Every man in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits ,
afterward they that are Christ's at
his coming ." Thus we see that
while all in Christ are to be mad e
alive, it was not God's plan that
this be accomplished all in one
moment. There is an orderly se-
quence in God's resurrection pro -
gram, beginning with Christ th e
firstfruits, and concluding with the
resurrection of those who become
Christ's during the thousand years
of his presence.

The term firstfruits, as used by
the apostle, includes the church o f
Christ as well as Jesus himself.
The prophecies indicate that al-
ready we are living in the dawning
of Messiah's second presence . Th e
first manifestation of that pres-
ence, so far as the world is con-
cerned, is in a great time of trou-
ble, during which the kingdoms o f
this world are overthrown, pre-
paratory to the reign of Christ .

We are witnessing this today,
which means that we can look for -
ward into the near future with con-
fidence, realizing that the power
which raised Jesus from the dead
is soon to be used again. This fact
should bring us much comfort . q
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LESSON FOR APRIL 1 0

The Disciples' Commissio n
KEY VERSE : "Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of th e
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you ; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world [age] ."—Matthew 28 :19,20

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6 :24-34

THIS commission to his disciple s
contained some of the last words Je-
sus spoke before he ascended int o
heaven . Earlier, Jesus sent his dis-
ciples into the ministry, but re-
stricted the field of their activity .
They were not to go to the Gentiles,
nor to any city of the Samaritans .
(Matt . 10 :5,6) But now these re-
strictions wereremoved. They were
to continue their work among the
Israelites in Jerusalem and in al l
Judea, but in addition were to
spread the Gospel of the kingdom to
other nations, even to the "utter-
most part of the earth."

Actually there were still three
and one-half years of exclusiv e
opportunity for the Jews to hear the
Gospel before it could go to the
Gentiles.

But Jesus did not mention this
detail when he gavehis disciples the
commission to go into the uttermos t
part of the earth with the message .

They were to begin in Jerusalem and
in Judea, and he knew that in the
natural course of events the short
remaining period of special favor to
the Jews would have expired before
they were able to do any witnessing
among the Gentiles, and this proved
to be the case .

Cornelius was the first Gentile
convert, but he did not hear the
Gospel because of any effort the
disciples were making to witness t o
the Gentiles . Indeed, it required a
miraculous intervention of divine
providence to induce Peter to go to
the home of Cornelius and preach
the Gospel to him. (Acts 10 :9-48 )
Peter visited Cornelius' home, and
he and all his household accepted
Christ. From that time forward Gen-
tiles came freely into the church and
became fellow-heirs of the prom-
ises with the Jews .

Many havemade the mistake o f
supposing that this worldwide proc -
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lamation of the Gospel was for the
purpose of converting the world and
preparing all mankind to go to
heaven . But this is not true . James
informs us concerning Cornelius ,
"how God at the first did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for his name." (Acts 15 :14 )
This people for his name are the
sons of God who will be united with
Christ as the divine ruling famil y
during the Millennial Age .

The work of God in the earth
during this present Gospel Age is to

reach these through a general proc-
lamation of the truth, that through
their acceptance of and obedience to
it they might be prepared to live an d
reign with Christ.

The Apostle Paul wrote that the
preaching of the Gospel to many
would seem foolish. "After that in
the wisdom of God the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe . " (I Cor.
1 :21) Here the apostle is declaring
that what the world calls 'foolish-
ness', God is willing to use for ou r
salvation . To worldly-minded
people, the message thin salv anon is
based upon faith in Christ's death
and resurrection may appear ab-
surd, especially is this so to those
who believe that man is gradually
saving himself through the proc-
esses of evolution.

The importance of witnessing
for the Gospel is emphasized i n
Romans 10 :10, where Paul says that
"with the heart man believeth unt o
righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation ."
This would indicate that simply to

believe the Gospel oneself and no t
endeavor to proclaim it to others ,
would not lead to salvation.

But, as Paul points out, in order
for one to believe on Christ and
accept the Gospel, it must first be
made known to him—"How can
they believe in him of whom they
have notheard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher?" (Rom .
10:14) Thus, from two standpoints ,
we see the importance of witness-
ing . It is essential to our own salva-
tion, and in the divine plan of salv a-
tion, God has made it the means
whereby his saving grace through
Christ and the Gospel is made
known to others . The apostle then
quotes from the prophecy of Isaiah ,
chapter 52:7, where the messengers
of the Gospel are shown proclaim-
ing "good tidings . "

Paul said, "I am not ashamed of
the Gospel of Christ." Who would
be ashamed of such a message! I t
glorifies God and reveals his great
love for all mankind . To know such
a message, and to have it in one' s
heart, is to have a burning desire to
tell it out to all mankind!
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LESSON FOR APRIL 1 7

God's Living Word
KEY VERSE : "God who at sundry times and in divers manner s

spoke in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in

these last days spoken unto us by his Son ."—Heb. 1 :1,2

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Hebrews 1:1-5; 2:1-5, 9,1 0

NOT many people believe that Go d
has ever spoken to them . No doubt
this is because they have not recog-
nized the agencies through which
he has communicated .

Moses, as a leading spokesman
for God, tells us how God firs t
talked to man, saying, "Be fruitful ,
andmultiply, andreplenish [fill] the
earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea ,
and over the fowl of the air, and ove r
every living creature that moveth
upon the earth. " (Gen. 1 :28) Here
we have the voice of God explain-
ing that his purpose in the creation
of man was that he might fill the
earth with his offspring, and hav e
dominion over the earth.

God ' s voice was heard by Ada m
with respect to a forbidden tree . H e
was warned against partaking of it,
and informed by God's voice that i f
he partook he would surely die .
(Gen . 2 :17) Here again, the voice o f
God is heard to speak definitely and

understandably . It revealed that the
penalty for disobeying God woul d
be death. Thousands of years later
the voice of God concurred,
through the Apostle Paul, saying ,
"The wages of sin is death." (Rom.
6:23) Soon another voice was heard
in Eden, the voice of "that old ser-
pent, which is the Devil and Satan"
(Rev . 20 :2), and this voice said to
mother Eve, "Ye shall not surely
die ."—Gen . 3 : 4

The ensuing transgression o f
our first parents did not thwart the
Creator ' s purpose concerning his
human creatures . Thousands o f
years later the Prophet Isaiah wrote ,
"Thus saith the LORD that created
the heavens ; God himself that
formed the earth and made it; he
hath established it, he created it not
in vain, he formed it to be inhab-
ited."—Isa . 45 :1 8

God spoke to Abraham and told
him that it was his purpose to bles s
all the families of the earth. (Gen .
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12 :3 ; 18 :18 ; 22 :15-18) This prom-
ise was recorded in His Word for
others to hear . If we receive these '
words and believe that God intends
to bless all the families of the earth
through the seed of Abraham, the n
we have heard the voice of Go d
speaking to us, even as Abraham
did .

More than two thousand year s
later, Jesus was born. Paul identifies
Jesus as the"seed" of Abraham. Hi s
birth was hailed by angels as being
"good tidings of great joy which
shall be unto all people," all the
families of the earth.—Luke 2 :10;
Gal . 3 :1 6

Our text declares that God has
since spoken to us through this Son.
Jesus explained that the words
which he spoke were not his, but th e
Father's . (John 8 :28 ; 12 :49; 17 :8 )
Much was revealed by God speak-
ing through him . In his conversation
with the young rich man who asked
what he must do to inherit eternal
life, Jesus said, "Go and sell that
thou hast, and give to the poor, an d
thou shalt have treasure in heaven:
and come and follow me ." To his
disciples he enjoined, "Take up the
cross, and follow me ."—Matt .
19 :21 ; Mark 10 :2 1

This was the voice of God, ex-
plaining that those at this time wh o
desire eternal life must sacrifice al l
their earthly possessions, and offer

themselves to serve God as Jesus
had. This means following him into
death. Paul explained this poin t
further when he wrote, "I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mer-
cies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service ."—Rom. 12 : 1

Jesus explained that those who
take this step will have treasure i n
heaven. Here was a new thought to
Jesus' apostles . God's voice
through the holy prophets spoke
mainly of marvelous earthly bless-
ings or treasures . It was not until
Jesus came that a heavenly hope
was made known to God's people .

These hear God's voice throug h
Jesus saying, "Be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of
life ." (Rev . 2:10) They also hear
him say, "To him that overcometh
will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and
am set down with my Father in his
throne ." (Rev . 3 :21) And again,
"He that overcometh, and keepeth
my works unto the end, to him wil l
I give power over the nations . "—
Rev . 2:26

And how we rejoice to know,
even as God's voice has proclaimed,
that all the families of the earth are to
be blessed with restitution during
that kingdom in which, if faithful,
we will live and reign with Christ !

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR APRIL 2 4

God's Promise of Rest
KEY VERSE: "We are made partakers of Christ, if we hold
the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end."—He-

brews 3:1 4
SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Hebrews 3 :12-19

TO EMPHASIZE the point of this
text, Paul reminds us of the sad
plight of the Israelites in their wil-
derness journey, who lost the be-
ginning of their confidence in God,
and, as a result, were unable to en -
ter into his resttheir carcasses
falling in the wilderness for forty
long years.

At the beginning, the Israelites
were started out for the Promised
Land, ready to accept the deliver-
ance which God was offering to
them. Accordingly, they met at
Rameses, and from there they jour-
neyed to Succoth . The name Suc-
coth means 'booths', and is a goo d
reminder of the fact that their jour-
ney toward Canaan, while giving to
them liberty and freedom from ser-
vitude in Egypt, was, on the othe r
hand, a call to them for the self-
denial of many of the conveniences
and necessities which their homes
in Egypt undoubtedly supplied .

As spiritual Israelites, traveling
on in the narrow way, we do no t
look to material sources for our

protection, but to what we might
call the 'little booth' over which
God watches. And we have the as-
surance that he neither slumbers
nor sleeps . His precious promises
of grace and protection for every
time of need furnish a blessed can-
opy between us and the storms and
fiery trials which otherwise would
overwhelm us.

The typical Israelites traveled
on under the canopy of heaven,
which, to us in our experiences ,
might well remind us of the bound-
lessness of God's grace with which
we are surrounded and under which
we have our protection and bless-
ing . This grace must not be hin-
dered or handicapped. No earth -
born cloud should be permitted to
come between us and our God.

There are times when, in the
providences of God, we can do
nothing to extricate ourselves from
a difficult situation. At such times ,
we must put our trust wholly in
God, realizing that he is the one
who is able to bring us through.
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God had started to lead them i n
a direction more northward, toward
Etham, where crossing out of
Egypt would seem relatively easy.
Suddenly they were directed to turn
southward . This course seems to
have been inconsistent, for instead
of increasing the distance between
themselves and the domain of Phar-
aoh, it shortened it. Not only so, but
they were increasing the barrier
between themselves and the Prom-
ised Land. Their course from
Etham brought them down to Pi-
hahiroth, which means 'where
sedge [sawgrass] grows' .

This was truly a place where ,
according to the flesh, their heart s
would fail them for discourage-
ment—a place where, instead o f
finding their deliverance from
Egypt complete, they found them -
selves in an apparently worse con-
dition than when they first under -
took the journey. Did they then re-
member the God who had already
done so much for them? Not They
murmured and cried. They saw
only the Red Sea before them, and
the Egyptians behind them. They
saw no way of escape, because the y
neglected to put their trust in God.

The zeal with which the natural
Israelites began their wilderness
journey did not continue . In this we
have a very vivid illustration of
what may occur in our own individ-

ual experiences if we do not care-
fully watch ourselves . There is th e
possibility, yea, the danger, of los-
ing our confidence in God. Perhaps
the LORD may lead us, as it were, to
the Red Sea, where every visible
means of escape seems to be cu t
off. At such times do we fear and
quake at the apparent impending
doom? We should not, because it is
here that God is afforded his great
opportunity to give us deliverance .
It is through such experiences that
we learn the much-needed lesso n
that deliverance is not of ourselves ,
but of God. It is at such times that
he says to us, as he did to Israel of
old through his servant Moses ,
"Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvation of the LoRD ."—Exod .
14 :1 3

To have full faith in God mean s
that we will trust him under all cir-
cumstances . It is only thus that w e
can enter into the rest which is pro-
vided for us by faith in Christ Jesus .

His promises give us the assur-
ance that no matter what may hap-
pen, all things areworking together
for our good . Thus, in anticipation
of the final end of the way, and th e
Canaan of rest that will be found
there, we can, even now, amidst the
strife and the difficulty of the way ,
give thanks to God who giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesu s
Christ.
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Christian Li e and Doctrin e

The Seed, Part I
Genesis, Chapters 1- 5

Joy—Tragedy—Hope
"I HAVE gotten a man from the Loan ." (Gen. 4:1) Thus did
mother Eve announce the birth of her firstborn son, whom she
named Cain . The name Cain means `Acquired' . It probably
seemed to Eve that at long last she had acquired a token of favor
from the Creator, a measure of compensation for the heartbreaks
both she and Adam must have experienced since that all too brie f
period of joy they had shared together in Eden . That was a happi -
ness which had been made rich and full because of the constan t
realization that the Creator was their friend, their Lifegiver, an d
the fountain of all the myriad blessings with which they were sur -
rounded .

Eve was, no doubt, especially sensitive to the adverse cir-
cumstances which had come upon this first family, for she woul d
remember that she was the one who had taken the first step
which led away from their Creator, to the loss of his friendship ,
and of the provisions of life which he had made for them . We can
well imagine that she and Adam would discuss the sequence o f
events which followed each other in quick succession as a result
of their yielding to the Tempter in disobeying the law of thei r
Maker.

That Garden Home
Can we wonder that more than once Adam's mind turne d

longingly back to those blessed seasons of fellowship he had en-
joyed with his Maker, and with ever-increasing regret for his own
wrong course which had led to the loss of divine favor. Adam
had been created in the "image of God," which, among other
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things, means that he had the ability to appreciate and enjoy the
blessings with which his Creator had surrounded him . It also
meant that he had been endowed with the ability to know right
from wrong, and that he had the power of reflection and coul d
look back upon his wrongdoing with a bitter sense of guilt.

The story of the provision God made for Adam is told in a
few words : "The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden ;
and there he put the man whom he had formed . And out of the
ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight, and good for food ; the tree of life also in the midst o f
the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil ."—Gen .
2 :8,9

The poem reminds us, "Only God can make a tree," but just
think of all the variety of trees which he has made! In Eden there
was every beautiful tree that bore delicious fruit for nourishment .
We need not be too literal in our understanding of this sweepin g
statement . It is generally agreed that the Garden of Eden was lo-
cated somewhere in the general area which is now known as Iraq ,
and that it seems evident that the phrase, `every tree', is a refer-
ence to the varieties that were native to that particular part of th e
earth .

However, what a panorama of beauty must have been on
display in Eden, and all designed by the Creator for the enjoy-
ment of the first creature on earth who had been created in hi s
own image . There were also trees in Eden to provide food for our
first parents . But it is significant that the trees which were de -
signed for beauty are first mentioned . God desired that his crea-
tures should not only live, but also that they should enjoy life
through their appreciation of the Creator's handiwork .

The continued enjoyment of life was properly made de -
pendent upon obedience to the Creator . He chose a simple ar-
rangement by which his creatures could demonstrate their obedi-
ence. That arrangement was to forbid eating the fruit which gre w
on a cretain tree of Eden . God said to Adam : "Of every tree of
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the garden thou mayest freely eat but of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."—vss. 16,1 7

Adam was given some time to acquaint himself with all th e
various lower animals over which he had been given dominion ,
and to give them names . Among all these, there was none suit-
able to be a companion for him . "The Loan God said, It is not
good that the man should be alone; I will make him an helpmee t
for him." Then came the creation of Eve, brought about in such a
manner that Adam observed, She is "bone of my bones, and fles h
of my flesh. . . . Therefore shall a man leave his father and hi s
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife : and they shall be one
flesh. And they were naked, the man and his wife, and were no t
ashamed."—vss . 18-25

Adam was now no longer alone . We can imagine, in part at
least, his ecstacy of joy in having this beautiful creature on hi s
own plane of life to share the blessings of Eden with him . Hi s
own experiences up to this point had been limited, but they wer e
rich with meaning, and blessed by the realization that he enjoye d
the favor and love of his Creator .

Surely Adam escorted Eve to the many beauty spots of
Eden, and together they would sample the delectable and life-giv -
ing food which the Loan God had caused to grow in this sublim e
home which he had provided for them . At the same time Adam
would be sure to tell his beautiful companion of the one restric-
tion with respect to the fruit of the garden which the Creator had
placed upon them . And telling Eve about this, he also told her
that the penalty for disobedience would be death .

Doub t
It was after this, and quite unexpectedly, that seeds of doub t

concerning the motives and the integrity of the Creator wer e
planted in the mind of Eve. This was done by the great adversar y
of God and of men, Satan, the Devil, who communicated to Ev e
through the `serpent' . First he asked her a question, "Rath Go d
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said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?" To this Ev e
replied, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden : but of
the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hat h
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die ."—
Gen. 3 :1- 3

It is evident that Adam had instructed his helpmeet ver y
thoroughly concerning the forbidden tree, cautioning her to b e
very careful not to even seem to disobey. But this did not prove
sufficient to avail against the vicious attack of Satan, who replied ,
"Ye shall not surely die." Thus Satan, in effect, charged God with
being a liar when he told Adam that death would result from par-
taking of the forbidden fruit vs. 4

Eve yielded to this subtle influence, and "gave also unto
her husband with her, and he did eat." (vs . 6) Suddenly thei r
peace and joy, their blessedness of companionship with each
other and their fellowship with the Creator was lost . Fear filled
their hearts, and they "hid themselves from the presence of the
LORD God amongst the trees of the garden." When the Loan
called to Adam, he frankly admitted that he was afraid and ha d
hidden himself. Then followed God's sentence of death upon
Adam :

"Because thou hast harkened to the voice of thy wife, an d
hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee saying, Thou
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake.; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unt o
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, an d
unto dust shalt thou return ."—vss 7, 17-1 9

Expulsion from Ede n
All those trees of Eden which were pleasant to the sight ,

and good for food, were no longer to be enjoyed by this perfec t
pair who had been created in the image of God ; for they were
driven out of the garden, out into the unfinished earth to die . Had
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they been permitted to remain in Eden, as the Loan explained ,
they could have continued to eat of the life-giving fruit of it s
trees, and would not have grown old and died .

What a background upon which our first parents could re-
flect—first of delight; and then of tragedy! Many times their
thoughts must have reverted to the lost Eden, and they would talk
over the various details of their experiences . Surely they must
have remembered and often remarked about the strange statemen t
the Loan made to the `serpent ' , who, more realistically, was non e
other than Satan, the Devil . Probably they could still hear the
LORD saying to this deceptive and malicious enemy:

"I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be-
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and tho u
shalt bruise his heel ."—vs. 15

While this statement was vague, it did speak of a `seed', a n
offspring, which the Loan would use to bruise the head of tha t
old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan . (Rev . 20 :2) This seed
was referred to as masculine—the seed of the serpent was t o

bruise his `heel'.
The passing of years is seldom accounted for in the brie f

narratives furnished us in the Bible, and the birth of female chil-
dren is almost never recorded except in a very general way . In

Genesis 5 :3-5 we are informed that all the days of Adam wer e
930 years, and that during this time he "begat sons and daugh-
ters ." It is quite possible that one or more of these daughters were
born to Adam and Eve before they had any sons. If so, this might
well account for the expression of joy on Eve's part when he r
first son was born—"I have gotten a man from the Loan . " In re-
flecting upon the past, Adam and Eve might well have believe d
that the birth of Cain, their first son, was in some way related to

the LORD' S statement concerning the seed. Soon after, Abel was
born, and the joy of Adam and Eve must have been great !

While driven from Eden and its life-giving trees, this firs t
human pair, having been created perfect, and in the image o f
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God, still reveren eir Creator, and held in high esteem al l
that he had said. They had already learned that he was true to hi s
word—that having forewarned them of the penalty of disobedi-
ence, the penalty was already in process of being inflicted upon
them. Already the elements of death were working in their for-
merly perfect bodies .

Under these circumstances they would certainly be alert to
see any possible ray of hope which might have been contained in
the Creator's statement to the serpent, and surely he had prom-
ised them a seed, one who would bruise the serpent's head. They
could not know exactly what this meant, but to their acute an d
almost perfect minds it evidently implied that God intended to do
something which would, in a measure at least, offset the result of
the great tragedy of their disobedience .

And now, as Eve observed, they had gotten a man from th e
Loan. Later another son was born, so they had both Cain and
Abel. Thus they could have been doubly assured that their Crea-
tor had loving designs toward them, and that in some unknow n
way, great blessings were eventually to come to them to compen-
sate for their loss of Eden ; and their loss of life.

The Offering of Sacrifices

It seems clear, not only that Adam and Eve still had great
respect for their Creator, but also that they had imparted to thei r
offspring the limited knowledge they had gained concerning hi m
through his instruction and by their experiences . The evidence of
this is in the fact that both sons, in reaching manhood's estate ,
presented offerings to the Loan to show their reverence for him ,
and the appreciation which their understanding afforded .

So far as the livelihood of the first two sons of Adam and
Eve was concerned, the record states that Abel was a keeper o f
sheep, and that Cain was a tiller of the soil . Both were honorabl e
occupations . It would seem natural that in expressing their devo-
tion to the Creator, these two men should present to him a thank
offering from that which he had given them . So Cain "brought of
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the fruit of the ground" for his offering, while Abel "brought Of-
the firstlings of the flock and of the fat thereof ."—Gen. 4:1-4

The record states that the "LORD had respect unto Abel and
to his offering : but unto Cain and to his offering he had not re-
spect ." Turning to the New Testament we get a clue as to wh y

this was so. The Apostle Paul wrote, `By faith Abel offered a

more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witnes s
that he was righteous ."—Heb. 11 : 4

In order for Abel's faith to enter into the offering of a mor e
excellent sacrifice, it must be that, aside from the informatio n

Cain Offers of the Frui t
of the Ground

While Abel Offers a Lam b
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concerning the Creator which had been imparted to him by hi s
parents, the Loan himself must have revealed in some manner
not indicated in the record that a flesh and blood offering would
be more pleasing to him than any other. Of course, Abel could
not have understood why this was, and this in itself afforded a
greater opportunity to demonstrate his faith in his Creator .

Nor is there any information in these opening chapters of
the Book of Genesis which, taken by itself, indicates just why the
lamb which Abel offered to the Loan was a more excellent sacri-
fice, and more pleasing to the Loan than the fruit of the groun d
which Cain offered. However, as God's design toward his huma n
creation unfolds from book to book of his precious Word, light i s
thrown upon this incident.

Actually, as the Bible reveals, God's statement concernin g
the seed that was to bruise the serpent ' s head was an assurance of
a coming Redeemer and Deliverer of the human race from the re-
sults of that tragedy in Eden. The Bible reveals that God's pla n
for the recovery of that which was lost is based upon the sacrifi-
cial work of his beloved Son, Christ Jesus, who is referred to by
John the Baptist as "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the si n
of the world ."—John 1 :29,36

So it was, that soon after the fall into sin and death, not
only did the Creator indicate that his love would yet rescue th e
condemned and dying race from death, but he also began to illus-
trate that this would be made possible through a flesh and bloo d
sacrifice, even the offering of his own Son, who would give his
flesh, his perfect humanity, for the life of the world .John 6:5 1

The First Death

But so far as Adam and his immediate family were con-
cerned, further tragedy soon followed Abel's more excellent sac-
rifice. Cain, the firstborn son of Adam, resented the fact that the
Lost) had respect unto Abel and to his offering, and that his ow n
offering was not acceptable. In a fit of jealousy Cain rose up an d
slew his brother . Previous to this climax of his wrath, the Loan

(Continued on page 37)
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"Frank and Ernest"
SUNDAYS unless otherwise noted

ARIZON A
Phoenix (Sat.)

	

KXEG

	

10:30 a .m .

ARKANSA S
Little Rods-Sat. KAAY 1090

	

10:30 p .m .

CALIFORNI A
Sacramento

	

KJAY 143 0
San Frandsco-Wed.KPLA 770
Tehachapi

	

KTPI-FM 103 . 1

COLORAD O
Englewood

	

KOXI 1550
Washington WYCB 1340

FLORID A
Cypress Gdns . WGTO 540
Jacksonville

	

WBIX 101 0

ILLINOI S
LaSalle

	

WLPO1220
Rockford

	

WYBR 133 0
West Frankton WFRX 130 0

INDIANA
Hammond

	

WJOB 1230
LaPorte

	

WCOE-FM 96.7

KANSA S
Goodland

	

KLOE 730

	

8 :15 a.m .

KENTUCK Y
Bowling Green WLBJ 1410

	

800 am .
Winchester

	

WHRS

	

10 :30 a.m.

MARYLAN D
Baltimore

	

WCBM 68

	

8A5 am.

MICHIGA N
Detroit

	

CKLW 80 0
Grand Rapids WMAX 148 0
Pontiac

	

WPON 1460

3 :30 p .m.

9 :45 p .m.

9:45 am .

8:15 am .

PLEASE TAKE NOTE of the
many adjustments which ar e
being made in the "Frank and
Ernest" schedule. Each month ,
for several months, new station s
will be added, and some old ones
will no longer carry our pro -
gram. You may wish to check
this schedule regularly to see
what is happening in your area.

NEW YOR K
Buffalo WHLD 1270 12:00 noon
New York WOR 710 11 :45 p.m.

OHI O
Cincinnati WNOP 740 900 am.

OREGO N
Portland KKEY 1150 7:00 am.

PENNSYLVANIA
10 :45 am .Allentown

	

WHOL 1600
Berwick

	

WSOV 1290 12 :00 noo n
Jenkintown-Wed .WIBF-FM 103 .9 20o p .m .
Pottstown

	

WP AZ 1370 12 :45 p .m .

SOUTH CAROLINA
500 p .m .Beaufort-Fn.

	

WVGB 149 0
Charleston

	

WOKE 1340 706 p.m.

TEXA S
Pearsall

	

KVWG 1260 9 :15a.m.

VIRGINI A
Richmond

	

WGGM 1410 7 :45 a .m .

WASHINGTON
8 :15 a .m .Everett KWYZ 1230

Spokane KUDY 1280 9:45 am .
Tacoma KAMT 1360 7:30 a .m .
Yakima KUTI 980 6 :45 a .m .

WISCONSI N
Milwaukee WNOV 85.6 700 a .m .

PUERTO RIC O
Aguadllla-Fri .

	

WABA

	

8 :00p .m .

10:00 a .m .
3 :00 p.m. .
10 :15 a.m .

300 p .m .
2 :30 p.m.

7 :30 a.m.
1 :15 p.m.

9 :45 am .
6:15 a .m .
9 :15 am .

8:30 am .
10.'00 a.m .

6 :48 am.
8 :45 am.
600 am.

MISSOUR I
St . Louis (Thurs.) KXEN

MONTAN A
Kalispell

	

KGEZ 600

NEW JERSEY
Salem

	

WNNN-FM 101 . 7

NEW MEXIC O
Loa Alamos

	

KRSH 1490
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U .S . BROADCASTS—Spanis h

ARIZON A
Nogales

	

KFBR 1340

	

9 :15 am.

FLORID A
Miami

	

W RHC

	

8 :30 am.

CANADIAN BROADCAST S

ALBERT A
Banff

	

CFHC-1340 11 :45 a.m.
Canmore

	

CFI-IC-1450 11A5a.m.
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CJOC-1220 7:15 am.
Wetasquin
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BRITISH COLUMBI A
Castlegar

	

CKQR-760 8 :45 am.
Duncan

	

CKAY-1500 900 am.
Duncan

	

CKAY-1500 7 :30p.m.
Grand Forks

	

CKGF-1340 900 am.
Langley

	

CJUP-800 AM 930 am.

LABRADOR
Churchill Falls CFLC-FM 97 .9 7:15 am.

MANITOBA
9 :00 am.Winnipeg

	

CKJS-81 0

NORTHWEST TERRITORIE S
Yellowknife

	

CJCD-1240 900am .

ONTARI O
Hamilton

	

CKOC-1150 700 am .
Leamington

	

CHYR-710 5:00 p .m .
St. Thomas

	

CHLO-1570 10:45 a .m .

QUEBEC
Montreal

	

CFMB-1410 5:15 p .m .

SASKATCHEWAN
7:30 am.Prince Abert CKBI-900

Roeetown CJYM 1330 1000 am .
Weybum-Estevan CFSL-1190 8 :45 am.

YUKON
9 :30 a mWhitehorse CKRW-810

OVERSEAS BROADCASTS

BRITISH ISLE S
Dublin

	

Christian Broadcasting 9 .00 p.m .
Radio Caroline-Tues . KHZ 962 8:45 p .m .

BRITISH WEST INDIE S
Grand Cayman Radio Cayman 9:30 am .

CEYLO N
Colurrbo-Sat. Radio Sri Lanka 7:15 p .m .

FRANCE (French )
Lyon-Sat .

	

Radio Clel 6 :30 am.

HONG KONG
Radio Villa Verde-Fri . 6 :00 p.m.
ITALY (Italian)
Europa Radio Milano 83 .3-FM 11 :30 am .
Euro Tale Radio Calabria-Fri .

MHZ 102 5 :30 p.m.
Radio Corleone Centrals

FM-88 .500 FM-92 11 :00 am.
MEXICO (Spanish)
Culiacafn

	

Ranchera XECQ 8 :30 am.

NEW ZEALAND
Dunedin

	

4XD 11 :15 a.m.
Whakatane

	

IXX 6 :45 am.
NIGERI A
Radio Africa-Wed. 800 p.m .
PANAMA
Panama City

	

HOO 1250 10 :30 a.m .
PER U
Lima-Sat .

	

Radio Unlbn 880 AM 200 p.m .
PHILIPPINE S
Manila-Sat .

	

DZAM 1026 KHz 7:15 p .m.

SOUTH AFRIC A
Joubert Park-Thurs . SWAZI Music

Radio 1400 & shortwave 49 & 60 9 :00 p .m .

SPAIN (Spanish)
Radio Gerona-Mon .

	

9 :45 p .m .

TONG A
Nuku' Alofa-Mon .

	

10:15 am .

URUGUAY (Spanish )
MontevldeoRadio El Espedador 810 9 :15 am .

VIRGIN ISLAND S
St. Croix

	

WSTX 970

	

900 am .

SHORTWAVE BROADCAST S

(Beamed to Africa . Europe, U .S. )
Eastern U .S. (Sat.)WRNO 15 .20

	

12 :45 p .m .

RADIO SCHEDULE
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The Bible Answers
Regular Television Broadcast s

WE REGRET that we are unable to furnish the day and time of man y
of the broadcasts for the following stations . Where they are known ,
they have been noted:
FLORIDA
Miami WKID

MISSISSIPP I
Jackson WAP T

Jacksonvill e

GEORGIA

Channel 17
MISSOURI
Springfield KOLR

Atlant a

ILLINOIS

WATL
NEW MEXICO
Roswell KSW S

Champalgn -
Springtield WBHW NORTH CAROLIN A

Hickory

OHI O
Dayton

WHKY

WHIO

IOW A
Cedar Rapids KTS-1 3
Mt. Vernon- WMVL Cable 7:00 a .m .

TEXAS
Lubbock KCBDLisbon (every weekday)

MICHIGA N
Ann Arbor-Sun . WIHT-31 12:00 noon

WEST VIRGINI A
Logan-Mon . Channel 12

Satellite Cable Broadcast s
EVERY Sunday morning, over four hundred cable stations air Th e
Bible Answers TV programs in forty-three states and Puerto
Rico, at9 :00 a .m. EST; 8 :00 a .m . CST, 7 :00 a.m. MST; and 6 :00 a.m .
PST .

If you subscribe to cable TV, consult the listing in you r
local newspaper or guide, for the station in your area which show s
these fine educational programs . In some cases, stations tape the
programs and show them at a different time than that mentioned
above . You may have to check the complete listings to locate Th e
Bible Answers programs in your city . We are sure you and your
family will find these programs inspiring and faith-strengthening-
well worth watching . If you own a satellite dish, these programs ca n
be seen on SATCOM F-3, TRANSPONDER-6, at the times listed
above .
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(Continued from Page 31 )

said unto Cain, "Why art thou wroth? And why is thy counte-
nance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? An d
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door ."—Gen. 4 :6,7

But when selfishness and jealousy take possession of th e
heart, the ability to reason rationally is lost . The all-importan t
consideration to Cain at the moment was that he, the firstborn ,
the man whom his mother had gotten from the Loaf), had been se t
aside, and that Abel, his younger brother, was now the favore d
one. Failing to realize that he, too, could enjoy the Creator's fa-
vor through obedience and faith, the only thing he could think o f
was to get his brother out of the way . Murder followed—the firs t
murder—and probably also the first death experienced by th e
Adamic race .

This was, of course, permitted by the Creator, and his wis-
dom in allowing it is understandable only in the light of his pla n
for the recovery from death of the entire human race, including
Abel, and, as a matter of fact, Cain also . But, putting ourselve s
into those immediate circumstances, we can realize to some ex -
tent the shock Abel's death must have been to his father and
mother.

We can imagine that for a few years Adam and Eve had re-
joiced in the evidence of the Creator's favor which was theirs i n
the persons of these two sons, whom they had gotten from him .
They knew that God had indicated his acceptance of Abel's offer-
ing . They could not, of course, understand clearly just wh y
Cain's offering had not been pleasing to the Loaf) ; but certainl y
they had no idea the effect this would have upon their firstbor n
son, so were quite unprepared for that tragic first murder .

The brief record presented in the Book of Genesis does not
reveal how Adam and Eve first learned that Cain had murdere d
Abel. It seems quite unlikely that Cain informed them of it. Per-
haps they simply found his body . This is not important, for, no
matter how they found out about it, the bitterness of their sorrow
must have been great—as great, perhaps, as when they became

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

37



aware of the awful reality of what their disobedience of divin e
law had brought upon them.

How sweet must have been the companionship of that firs t
family, and the more so in the case of their two sons, Cain and
Abel, for they would see in them a reminder that all was not lost ,
that in some way, and at some time unknown to them, they woul d
again see the smile of their Creator's countenance, and might
even be permitted to return to Eden. As the poet, Alexander Pope ,
wrote, "Hope springs eternal in the human breast," and this must
have been very true of Adam and Eve .

Did they not have that statement by the Creator concerning
the seed? And had they not gotten two men from the Loan? To u s
this might not seem to be much upon which to build a hope, but i t
was all our first parents had, and now even that had been swept
away, and by the gruesome spectacle of murder . Abel no longer
lived, and God had placed a curse upon Cain—a curse which,
among other things, was understood by Cain to mean that hence-
forth the face of the Loa') would be hidden from him, that the
Creator would no longer in any way manifest his favor towar d
him .

Enmity
Sorrowing over the loss of Abel, and with no assurance tha t

God's promise concerning the seed would ever again have any
vital meaning to them, Adam and Eve must truly have been de-
jected and hopeless. Yet even in this tragedy of murder there wa s
that which could have given them good reason to continue trust-
ing in the promises of God. Not only had God forecast the com-
ing of a seed, but he had explained that there would be enmity be -
tween the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent .

Four thousand years later, Jesus said concerning those
whose hearts are filled with jealousy and hate, that they are of
their father the Devil . (John 8:44) This helps us to identify the
seed of the serpent : that seed being any and all whose principal
activities are motivated by selfishness, jealousy, and hate. Cain
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was in this class, and, in his murder of Abel we see the first evi-
dence of the enmity of the seed of the serpent manifested towar d
the seed of the woman .

As we have already noted, the true seed of the woman i s
revealed by the Scriptures to be Christ Jesus . But Satan, not
knowing the plan of God for human redemption and salvation ,
manifested his enmity through his servants—his seed—toward
all those who in any way have been favored by the Loin. God
manifested his favor toward Abel, and this was reason enough fo r
Satan to stir up the heart of Cain to jealousy which led him to kil l
Abel .

This could have been seen by Adam and Eve as the enmit y
foretold . It may have given assurance to our first parents that Go d
did foreknow coming events—reassuring them that this tragedy
of Abel's murder was in no way a defeat of the divine purpose.
The murder of Abel was a prototype of all the injustices and per-
secutions which have been heaped upon the righteous servants o f
God in every age. Millions, not aware of the foretold `bruising '
of the seed by Satan, have wondered why such tragedies hav e
been permitted, and how any possible good could come from
them.

VIDEO CASSETTES AVAILABL E
OF

1987 GENERAL CONVENTION TALKS
ORDER your video cassettes of discourses give n
at the 1987 General Convention by sending $6 .00
for each tape to :

DAWN VIDEO CASSETTES
P.O. BOX 4355
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 91607
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God's holy prophets were persecuted, many of them to
death. Jesus was crucified. Many of his faithful footstep follow-
ers were imprisoned, beaten, beheaded, thrown to the lions, and
burned at the stake. We thank God that such cruelties are not gen-
erally permitted today . Although there are frequent evidence s
that, even as in the case of the first family, when the human hear t
is stirred to jealousy, the results are little different now than the y
were then.

The Bible reveals why the righteous have been permitted to
suffer. It is in order that their fidelity to God, and their faith in th e
rightness of his ways, might be thoroughly tested and demon-
strated . Those who are thus proved to be loyal to God regardless
of what the cost might be, are to be honored with special respon-
sibilities in connection with his loving plan for the recovery o f
the human race from sin and death . Even Abel will receive a spe-
cial compensation .

"Another Seed "
Adam and Eve were not to be left comfortless and withou t

hope, for in due course another son was born to them . They
named him Seth, which means, ` Appointed ' . Concerning him ,
Eve remarked, "God . . . hath appointed me another seed instead
of Abel, whom Cain slew." (Gen . 4 :25) Again Eve, and doubtles s
Adam also, demonstrated their belief that they recognized th e
hand of the Loan working on their behalf for the purpose of ful-
filling his promise concerning the seed of the woman . Can we
question that now their hope was revived!

After Seth was born Adam lived another eight hundred
years, "and he begat sons and daughters ." (vs . 4) No special men-
tion is made of any of these other sons . Evidently our first parents
saw in Seth the fulfillment of the Loan's promise concerning th e
seed, and yet, Seth was not actually the seed of promise, nor di d
God tell them that he was .

To whatever degree our first parents were comforted b y
their hope that Seth was the one appointed by the Loan to be the
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rm -wouru` tsrurs a sttf-"`crpentsfiead, it made the hardships
of their condemned and dying life a little more bearable . If they
conceived that idea from what God said concerning the seed—
that one day they would be permitted to return to Eden, and tha t
the sorrow, bitterness, and suffering which resulted from thei r
disobedience would be erased—they were right !

Adam and Eve could not possibly have realized how far -
reaching God's plan of redemption and recovery would turn ou t
to be—that the seed of promise would actually be God's own be -
loved Son who would give his life to redeem them and all their
progeny from death. But this, Adam and Eve will quickly com-
prehend when they are awakened from the sleep of death . It wil l
be then that the joys of paradise will once again be available t o
them if, through faith and obedience, they desire to obey God' s
righteous laws and thereby enjoy the provision of life which ha s
been made for them, and for the entire human race .

	

q

Weekly Prayer Meeting Text s
APRIL 7—"My God shall supply all your needs according to hi s
riches in,glory by Christ Jesus ."—Philippians 4 :15 (Z . '96-163 Hymn
61 )
APRIL 1 4—"[Jesus] hath poured out his soul unto death ; and he was
numbered with the transgressors ."—Isaiah 53 :12 (Z . '99-125 Hymn 5 )
APRIL 21--"We have not an High Priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin . Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne o f
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time o f
need ."—Hebrews 5 :15,16 (Z . '98-23 Hymn 71 )
APRIL 28—"We glory in tribulations also : knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; and patience, experience ; and experience, hope ; and
hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us ."—Romans 5 :3-5 (Z .
'96-31 Hymn 92)
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Christian Life and Doctrin e

The
Messiah's Kingdom

Is Near
THE majestic theme of Bible prophecy is focused upon the com-
ing of the Messiah, and the establishment of his kingdom of
blessing . Prophecies foretold the first advent of the Messiah ,
pointing out many events which would occur in connection there-
with. They foretold the time of Jesus' birth, and even the town i n
which he would be born . Various aspects of his ministry were
prophesied—his lack of acceptance among his national fellows to
the point of persecution, and finally death . The prophecies men-
tioned in considerable detail what occurred at the time of Jesus '
crucifixion . (Ps . 22:1,18) And they also foretold the resurrectio n
of Jesus Christ from the dead! Ps. 16:10 ; 68 :18; Eph . 4 :8-1 1

The Apostle Peter speaks of the sure word of prophecy a s
"a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and th e
day star arise in your hearts ." (II Pet. 1:19) The sure word o f
prophecy has indeed been a bright light which, throughout th e
centuries of the world's dark night of sin, has continued to illumi -
nate the earnest and dedicated servants of the Loin for their guid-
ance and encouragement .

There was high hope on the part of Jesus' disciples . They
had accepted him as the foretold Messiah, and they believed tha t
the kingdom was to be immediately established . (Luke 19:11 )
They did not then know that the particular work to be accom-
plished at his first advent was the redemption of Adam and hi s
children from sin and death—that Jesus would lay the foundatio n
for this by his own death on Calvary's cross .
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Nor did they realize that Jesus would be going away— that
he would not return for many centuries,	 that it would not be un -
til hiS second visit to earth that his kingdom would be established .
They rejoiced in the fact that Jesus was raised from the dead !
When he appeared to them on the Mount of Olives they made
bold to ask, "Wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?" Jesus replied, "It is not for you to know the times or the
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power."—Acts
1 :6,7

Our Lord did not imply by this statement that his disciple s
would never know anything about God's times and seasons . He
was simply emphasizing the fact that this information is con-
trolled by God, who divulges it to his people only as they need
more understanding, in due time, for encouragement . For Jesus to
have explained to his inquiring disciples before his death that he
was not about to establish his kingdom forthwith—and that, in
fact, he would not do so for nearly two thousand years—would
have been very discouraging .
Jesus' Prophecies

During the three and one-half years of his ministry, Jesu s
uttered a number of prophecies ; some of these were contained in
parables . A very important one on the point of giving his dis-
ciples some idea of the length of time which must transpire be -
fore the establishment of the kingdom is the parable of the wheat
and the tares . (Matt. 13:24-32, 36-43) In this lesson, Jesus sai d
that `good seed' was sown by the Son of man, and that 'tares '
were sown by the Devil .

The parable reveals that the tares—the children of the
Wicked One and the wheat—the children of the kingdom —
would grow together until the end of the age, when there would
be a separation and a harvest. The tares were destined to destruc-
tion, while the wheat was to be gathered into the barn .

Here we have a prophecy concerning a corrupting influence
which would enter in among the followers of the Master, the chil -
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dren of the kingdom . This work was to continue right down to
the end of the age, at which time the tare class would be de-
stroyed, while the wheat class would be exalted to be with Jesu s
in his kingdom . Malachi foretold of the time when the faithfu l
followers of Jesus would shine forth like the sun as part of th e
prophetic "Sun of Righteousness," which will rise "with healing
in his wings ."—Mal. 4 : 2

History records the fact that a great falling away from the
true faith of the Gospel did occur, beginning shortly after th e
death of the apostles, those faithful watchers over the Loan' s
people. Practically every aspect of true Christian belief became
corrupted and confused. The great hope of believers concernin g
the return of Jesus, at which time they expected that they woul d
be exalted in the resurrection to live and reign with him, was
pushed aside by all except a small remnant . A counterfeit messi-
anic kingdom was set up in place of the true kingdom . The cor-
rupt church-state systems of Eumpe claimed to be the kingdom of
Christ on earth, or Christendom .
End of the Age Prophecie s

Toward the close of Jesus' ministry, his apostles began to
sense in a vague way that he might be going away for a while —
although they did not seem to realize that he was to be killed by
his enemies, and that the promised kingdom was a long way off .
They went to him on the Mount of Olives, and asked, `Tell u s
when these things shall be, and what the sign of thy presence, an d
the conclusion of the age?"—Matt. 24 :3, Rotherham

Jesus gave a lengthy reply to this inquiry . One of the clari-
fications he gave was that, "Jerusalem shall be trodden down o f
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ." (Luke
21 :24) We understand that, in this prophecy, Jerusalem represents
the Jewish polity . That polity had been trodden down beginning
in 606 B .C., when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon destroye d
the literal city of Jerusalem, and took the people of the natio n
captive.
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It was then that the nation of Israel lost her national inde-
pendence, becoming a subject people, first to Babylon, then t o
Medo-Persia, then to Greece, and finally to Rome. They were

vassals to Rome when Jesus came at his first advent . The dis-
ciples evidently had in mind the many prophecies concerning res-
toration of their own governing entity when they asked Jesus ,
"Wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"—Acts 1 : 6

When Jesus said that Jerusalem would continue to be trod -
den down by Gentile nations until the times of the Gentiles wer e
fulfilled, he indicated that a specific length of time had been se t
aside in the plan of God during which the Jewish nation an d
people would be subject to Gentile overlordship. Leviticus 26:24
is a prophecy of a period of `seven times' during which the LORD

would punish his people. We believe that these are symbolic
`times', and that the actual length of this period is 2,520 year s
corresponding to `the times of the Gentiles' referred to by Jesu s
during which Jerusalem, or the Jewish polity, would be trodden
down .

As we have noted, this period began in 606 B .C., which
means that it would end in A .D. 1914 . The year 1914 is now
more than a half century in the past, which fact enables us to loo k
back on national and international events to get a fairly clear per-
spective of what has taken place during all those years .

Prior to the year 1914, this particular year had been pointed
out by Bible students as being the end of the times of the Gen-
tiles, but prior to the actual events it was not possible to know

ARE YOU MOVING?—It will save the Dawn con -
siderable expense in postage if you will notify us of

your new address three weeks in
advance of your move .

Thank you
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clearly just what would occur . Now we have a better vantage
point from which to see the events which had been foretold in the
sure word of prophecy . It was in 1914 that the first World War in
history broke out. Much happened as a result of that war, and i t
was the war itself that led to the opening of Palestine to the Jew .

There were many difficulties to overcome, but gradually
step by step, the land was developed. Finally, and as a result o f
what occurred in 1914, Israel became an independent natio n
among nations . This was in 1948, and now Israel no longer is a
vassal nation to any other nation . She has taken her place among
the free nations of earth, and is a member of the United Nations .
She still has many obstacles to overcome, but so do all the othe r
nations of earth . However, she is not now being trodden dow n
as a servile nation to other nations .

Church-State Systems Destroye d
The Gentile aspect of the `times of the Gentiles' during

which the Jewish nation would be trodden down, was depicted by
a great human-like image which King Nebuchanezzar saw in a
dream. It had a head of gold, breast and arms of silver, thighs o f
brass, and legs of iron. A stone was cut out of the mountain with -
out hands, which smote the image on its feet . Then the image fell ,
was ground to powder, and the wind carried it away . Then the
stone which did the smiting grew to be a great mountain whic h
filled the whole earth.—Dan.2:31-44

Interpreting this dream, Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzzar ,

"Thou, 0 king, art a king of kings : for the God of heaven hath
given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory . And
wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field an d
the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and has h
made thee ruler over them all ." The head of gold, then, pictured
the fact that God had given dominion to Nebuchadnezzar, o r
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar had been king before this, but now he
had been given dominion by God .
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This is true also of the empires represented by the brass, sil-
ver, and iron of the image—they all rose and fell from the scen e
of world dominion by the hand of God . Babylon was destroyed as
a world power not long after Nebuchadnezzar's dream . Medo-
Persia, the brass; and Greece, the silver, also lost their positions
as empires over the then-known world . Rome became divided, as
represented by the two legs, the feet and toes of the image, and it s
divisions still existed at the beginning of 1914 . However, th e
prophecy stated that when the image was smitten, it fell, and th e
clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, were broken to pieces to-
gether .

As we have noted, the various kingdoms involved in thi s
prophecy of Gentile times each fell separately . But there was on e
thing which was destroyed at the same time, common to them all ,
and that was their dominion or authority which the God o f
heaven had given to them . This is the background of the now out -
dated church-state system of government . The concept of what
God bestowed upon Nebuchadnezzar had become so terribly dis-
torted through the centuries that it developed into the corrupt
church-state system of government which ruled Europe unti l
1914—the close of the times of the Gentiles . Now it has been de-
stroyed, and the pieces are being ground to powder.

Thus we have not only the fact that the nation of Israel i s
no longer in bondage, but also this clear fulfillment of the proph-
ecy pertaining to the destruction of the Gentile governments
which were largely responsible for her being trodden down . Can
there be any doubt that we are living at a most important time i n
the outworking of the plan of the ages! It is the time, according to
Daniel 2:44, when the God of heaven is preparing to set up hi s
kingdom .
The Days Shortene d

When answering his disciples' questions concerning th e
sign of his second presence, Jesus told them there would be a
time of `great tribulation'—a tribulation so great that unless those
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days were shortened, no flesh would be saved . To this he added ,
according to a good translation, that "by" the elect, these days o f

tribulation would be shortened.—Matt. 24 :21,22
It is only since 1914 that we have seen such a situation de-

velop—one which, indeed, does threaten the destruction of al l

flesh, the entire human family. We refer to the horrendous possi-
bilities threatened by nuclear warfare, which make possible the
killing of millions in a matter of minutes . This is a clear fulfill-
ment of Jesus' prophecy concerning the end of the age. What con-
clusions are we to reach from these various developments, espe-
cially those which have taken place since 1914? Nothing in the

prophecies themselves gives us an inkling as to the final time fo r

their complete fulfillment . In this respect it is still true that ou r

Heavenly Father is keeping the time and the seasons in his ow n

power .
However, we can come to a very certain conclusion . It i s

the same conclusion reached by Jesus, and included in his pro-
phecies . In Jesus' day the fig tree was a symbol of the Jewish na-
tion, and therefore he used this symbol when speaking a parable
concerning Israel : `Behold the fig tree, and all the trees ; when
they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves tha t
summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these
things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh a t

hand ."—Luke 21 :29-3 1
What a blessed assurance! Since God first began to make

promises concerning the coming of a Messiah and the establish-
ment of a righteous kingdom of blessing throughout the earth ,

each generation of his people looked for, hoped for, and prayed
for the coming of that kingdom. Not all of them have known the
extent to which the blessings of peace, health, joy, and life would
come to the people, but all have sensed that this kingdom would

mean a brighter and happier time for them, and for all .
So the question has been repeated "How long, 0 LORD, how

long?" ; and again, "Wilt thou at this time?", etc . And now Jesus
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has given us the answer! "When ye see these things!" and we ar e
seeing them! During the half century which has elapsed since th e
end of the times of the Gentiles, we have witnessed rapid prog-
ress in the major developments which Jesus foretold . We have
seen the vassal-like bondage lifted from Israel ; and we have seen
the development of that terrible potential of destruction whic h
threatens the destruction of all flesh . There is no mistaking the
meaning of these developments . They are the very ones described
by Jesus, and they have come at the very time that the prophecie s
foretold they would come .

Let us heed what our Lord Jesus has given as the conclu-
sion to the meaning of these events : "When ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand ."
There will now be no more centuries of waiting . The kingdom is
nigh at hand! Just how near we do not know, but that we are i n
the end of the age there can be no doubt. And this means, as Jesus
so clearly stated, that the kingdom is surely near . What an incen-
tive to faithfulness this should be!

With the establishment and functioning of that kingdom
will come the end of war, of revolutions, of crime, of riots, o f
starvation, of vice, of illness, of pain, and of death . (Rev . 21 :1-3)
There will come also the end of Satanic deception, for then th e
knowledge of the Loan will cover the earth as the waters cove r
the sea . Satan, the evil one who has deceived and continues to
deceive all nations, will then be bound, and the Loan will turn to
the people a pure message so they will all be enabled to serve
him with one consent . What a blessed prospect! And how we
should rejoice in Jesus' assurance that it is nigh at hand .

	

q

May the fullness of God's blessings encompass all our way ;
The fullness of his promises crown every brightening day ;
The fullness of his glory come beaming from above,
While more and more we learn to know the fullness of his love.
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Voices from the Pas t
Discourse by Brother Edward E . Fay,
Los Angeles, C A

Fellowship/Eldership
OVER the years, discussions regarding dis-
tinctions which should be made between
those with whom we fellowship, and those
whom we choose to serve as our elders, re -
veal that it is possible that there are some for
whom we could not conscientiously cast our
vote for eldership, but with whom we would
greatly enjoy and appreciate fellowship . It is
most important in these instances, as well a s
in every other issue of our lives, that our prin -
ciples and rules of action are based upon the sure Word of truth .

A good illustration of the true basis for Christian fellowshi p
is contained in Matthew 12:46-50 . On this occasion Jesus was
speaking to a large group in a crowded room. His mother and
brothers had arrived outside, but because of the crush they could
not reach Jesus . Someone at the window or door quickly took i n
the situation, and interrupting the Master, called out, "Behold, thy
mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with
thee." Our Lord's reply might seem strange to us, for he an-
swered with the questions, "Who is my mother? And who are m y
brethren? "

No doubt, all in attendance were aware of the identity o f
our Lord's mother ; this.reply must have been confusing to them .
But Jesus had designed to take advantage of the situation in order
that his listeners would take special note of the great truth he
wished them to learn .
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Slowly and deliberately he stretched forth his hands toward
the apostles and said, "Behold my mother and my brethren!" Thi s
statement would not have clarified any confused thoughts to a
great degree, but his next words did . They have been of particular
comfort to all with whom the Lord has since dealt : he said ,
"Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven ,
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother . "

Our circle of fellowship is composed of all those who hav e
become part of the family of God—those who have been called ,
have consecrated, who have been justified and Spirit-begotten .
This is why we can sing : "Blest be the tie that binds, our hearts i n
Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to tha t
above ." Kindred means those who have a family relationship, and
in our case it is a spiritual family since we have been begotten b y
the Holy Spirit to be the sons of God, and brethren of our Lor d
Jesus . We should, of course, welcome with Christian love any be -
lievers in our Father and Jesus, whether or not they have take n
the full step of discipleship .

However, in selecting our teachers or elders, we must set
requirements which go beyond being members of the family of
God, as outlined in Titus 1 :5-11, and I Timothy 3 :1-7. The com-
bined testimony of these texts suggests four main points :

1. Consecration.—It is obvious that all teachers in the
church must be consecrated, else they could not even b e
members of the church class themselves !

2. Blameless .—(Titus 1 :7) Those who would be elders
must live so as to demonstrate an appreciation of the prin-
ciples of righteousness .

3. Apt to teach .—(I Tim. 3 :2) This is readily understand-
able because one of the chief functions of an elder is to im-
part knowledge to others.

4. Holding fast the faithful Word.--(Titus 1:9) An
elder should have a clear concept of the Word of truth .
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There is general agreement on how to interpret the firs t
three points in our list. But there are a variety of understanding s
on the fourth point . We all realize that the Apostle Paul meant tha t
elders must be clear in the basic doctrines, such as the nature of
man, his fall, the penalty for sin, the relationship of God and Je-
sus, the ransom, the call and preparation of the church, and resti-
tution. Some go further and feel that the "harvest" truths must als o
be clearly seen by those who would teach . By harvest truths, w e
mean the doctrines of Lord's presence, the understanding of th e
covenants, the church's share in the sin-offering, and a recognition
that Christians are to be engaged in the witness work at this time.
These great tenets apply specifically to our present time, and hav e
been revealed to the church at this end of the age by the Hol y
Spirit shining on the holy Word, the Bible .

If only we had Paul in our midst, we could ask him to clar-
ify his statement that an elder should "hold fast the faithful Word
as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers"! But perhaps we ca n
get an effective answer to our queries by noting carefully ho w
Paul interpreted his own instructions .

What about the doctrine of our Lord 's presence? We realize
that some in Paul's day were teaching the Lord's second presence
was then an actuality, and that the resurrection had begun! In I I
Timothy 2:15-18, Paul urged Timothy to learn well the skill o f
rightly dividing the truth. The advice of his letter strongly implied
that he believed an understanding of the correct time of our Lord' s
return, and of the resurrection, was indeed important .

Referring to those who taught error regarding this doctrine ,
he wrote, "Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that th e
resurrection is past already ; and overthrow the faith of some ." (II
Tim. 2:18) If Paul thought a correct knowledge of the time of ou r
Lord's return was essential in his day, is it not logical that h e
would just as earnestly contend for such correct knowledge now ,
in the actual time of our Lord's second presence ?
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What about the covenants? This truth was not specificall y
mentioned by Paul in either of his lists of qualifications for elder -
ship. Did Paul believe a correct understanding of the covenants t o
be important in his day? According to his testimony in Galatians ,
some had been'teaching error regarding the covenants . They con-
tended that the brethren should consider the Sinaitic Law binding
upon them. Concerning the ones teaching this error, Paul wrote,
"To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that
the truth of the Gospel might continue with you." This passage
reveals how strongly Paul felt regarding the essentiality of an un-
derstanding of the covenants for eldership .

The great Apostle Paul often demonstrated in his writing s
his firm belief that elders should see truths clearly concerning the
presence, covenants, witnessing, and the church's part in the sin-
offering . So also taught our dear Brother Charles T . Russell . Suc h
high standards for our elders will do much to keep the church fre e
from error—"the truth shall make us free! "

	

q

Obituaries
The following brethren have recently finished their Christian

course. We wish to express our sincere sympathy to the families an d
friends in the loss of these dear ones. We appreciate information concern-
ing any brethren to be included in this list.

Sister Julia Mae Roedus, Pulaski, TN—August 1, 1987. Age, 47 .
Sister C . Ziembiec, Angola, NY—September 1, 1987 .
Brother Ian Cipperly, Warm Mineral Springs, FL—January 28 .

Age, 90's
Sister Hattie M . Jones, Salem, NJ—February 1 . Age, 89 . '
Brother Fred Heilman, St. Petersburg, FL—February 13. Age, 86 .
Brother Wilbur Twelker, Palm Desert, CAFebruary 10. Age,

94 .
Sister Genevieve Curley, Syracuse, NYFebruary 11 . Age, 69 .
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Talking Things Over

General Convention Bulletin
BIBLE STUDENTS around
the country are beginning to
get excited about the prospect s
of the 1988 General Conven-
tion. Many, we know, are ea-
gerly awaiting their reservation
forms, and are already makin g
their traveling plans to Chat-
tanooga . On the pages follow-
ing is some of the detail you
will need in order to complete
your reservation form . To help
the university prepare for our
visit, it would be best to send
your completed form to the m
as soon as possible .

Remember the dates of
July 23 to July 28th, and
Chattanooga, Tennessee ,
where a bountiful table of truth and fellowship is being prepared !

In order that you will be able to make early reservation s
with the University of Tennessee for the General Convention, we
are providing the following registration information :

1988 CONVENTION RATE S

GENERAL INFORMATION : The Registration Fee is included in th e
cost of the room and meals . There are three different rates for
rooms and meals, according to the ages of the registrants . It is
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necessary that young people be accompanied by at least on e
adult . All rooms are air-conditioned .

Prices, per person, are as follows :

WEEKLY RATES FOR LODGING ANP MEAL S

Double Occupancy

	

Single Occupancy

Ages 13 and over: $218.00

	

$253 .00
Ages 7-12 :

	

$165 .00
Ages 6 and under: $ 60.00

DAILY RATES FOR MEATS ONLY

Ages 7 and over: Breakfast-$4 .00 Lunch-$6.00 Dinner-48.00
Ages 6 and under : Breakfast-$2.00 Lunch-$3 .00 Dinner-$4 .00

DAILY RATES FOR LODGING IF NOT STAYINGFuu.WEEK

Double Occupancy

	

Single Occupancy

Ages 7 and over:

	

$20.00

	

$25 .00
Ages 6 and under: $10.00

It is important to know that all sleeping rooms are set up as
apartments . There are two double-bedded rooms to each apart-
ment, sharing a bath. Double occupancy applies to two people i n
a bedroom . Single occupancy applies to one person in a bedroom .
If you wish to share an apartment with a particular party, pleas e
follow the instructions given on page 58, part 2, or else the other
bedroom in the apartment will be assigned by the university .

RESERVATION INFORMATIO N

DEposrrs: UT-Chattanooga requires a minimum deposit of $50 .00
with each reservation . However, we are urged to send full payment
whenever possible for the complete stay at the Convention when
reservations are sent in .
CANCELLATIONS : To receive a total refund of all prepayment, you
must notify the university of the cancellation of your reservation b y
July 15th. Cancellation notices received by UT-Chattanooga after
this date will not have the $50 .00 deposit refunded when prepay-
ment is returned to you .

(Continued on Page 58)
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Number staying for the whole week, attending all meals .

(If you have filled in above box, you need not complete the form below . )

Fr Breakfast Lunch Dinner Lodgin g

Sa

Mo

Tu

We

Th If

Please indicate above which meals you wish to attend, and how man y
for each meal, if you are not staying the entire week, or do not wish to eat
certain meals at the convention .

NAMF

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZI P

Please list names of all + ages of children, included in this reservation :
NAME

	

AGE of CHILD

(SEE OVER)

Registration .. Form.
BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL; CONVENTION

University of Tennessee •" .Chattanooga, Tennss e

July 23-28, 19.88
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Office ti Conftrence Service s
615 McCattie Avenue, Univ . of Tennessee at»̀Chattattoog

Chattanoop,,TN 37043
RAKE CHEpKSPAYABLETO :

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

Please indicate how many in each category :
WEEKLY RATES FOR LODGING AND MEALS

Double Occupancy

	

Single

	

Nt

	

Coot
13 to adult

	

$218 .00

	

$253 .00
7-12

	

$165 .00
6 and under

	

$ 60.00

DAILY RATES FOR LODGING

	

Tota l
(For Partial Week as Indicated on the Reverse Side of this Form .)

	

Number

	

Cast
Double Occupancy

	

Single

Ages 7 & over $ 20 .00 daily $25 .00 daily

Ages 6 & under $ 10 .00 daily

Total

DAILY RATES FOR MEALS ,
(For Partial Week as indicated on the Reverse Side of this Form .)

Numbs/Coat for all Mash y

Ages 7 to adult : B-$4.00 • L-$6.00 • D-$8 .00

Ages 6 & under : B-$2.00 • L-$3.00 • D-$4.00

Total

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK FOR $50.00
DEPOSIT, OR AMOUNT OF THE

	

Grand Tota l

AIRPORT PICKUP INFORMATION :

Airline	 Data	 Tim . of Arrival	 Right Number	 No . of Person a
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(Continued from Page 55)

To AvoiDELAY UPON ARRIVAL : The University suggests that eve n
though you sent a deposit for your room earlier, they would like to
receive the total balance due them before July 15th. This will facili-
tate the processing of your registration upon arrival .

1.Designate on your Reservation Form all nights lodging re-
quired, all meals desired, and for how many persons . On the reverse
side of the Form, list each family member included in the reserva-
tion, add up the costs according to ages, multiply by number of day s
(if you will not be there the full week; otherwise use the weekly
rate), and enter the total .

2. Those who desire to room together, but do not live at th e
same address, must: (a) indicate with whom they wish to room ; and,
(b) must send in separate Reservation Forms, at the same time .

3.Complete the portion of the Registration Form concerning
Airport Pickup, if it is applicable to you .
AIRPORT PICKUP INFORMATION: Pickup will be made at the Chat-
tanooga Airport (Lovell Field) . Give the airline company, date, tim e
of arrival, and flight number, in the space provided on the Reserva-
tion Form. There will be no charge to you for this service .

In the event of problems, the telephone number to call is :
(615) 755-4344, from 8 :00 a .m. to 5 :00 p .m., E .S .T .
SUBSIDIESFOR CHILDREN: The Convention Committee has made pro -
vision for a 50% subsidy to be paid at the close of the convention fo r
young people between the ages of six and seventeen years of age
who have qualifiedby attending at least 75% of the Young People' s
Bible Classes. This subsidy is designed to help make it possible fo r
young people to attend the General Convention and to enjoy the
Bible Classes provided for them. A 50% subsidy for all children un-
der six years of age is also provided .
HowPARENTS OBTAIN THE SUBSIDIES FOR THEIR CHILDREN : Pay the full
children's rate (according to their ages) to the university for your
children when making reservations . Near the end of the convention ,
see the Convention Treasurer, Brother Stephen Roskiewicz, t o
obtain the 50% subsidy.

	

q
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Encouraging Letters
Receives Hope and

Greater Faith

Gentlemen : Your publication s
are a great help to people wit h
troubles and worries . Your in-
terpretation of the Bible gives us
all hope and increased faith .
Without the hope of a resurrec-
tion, the grave would be the end
for all of us . Sometimes my faith
weakens, but The Dawn gives
me hope. Thanks for all your
work.—NY

Baptism Made Clea r

Dear Sirs: Please send your
booklet, "The Church," to th e
above address, and include the
radio schedule of your program .
I first tuned in one night when
the topic was that of Baptism .
Your explanation and where to
find it was the clearest I ever had
the privilege to hear.—NJ

Clearer Understanding

Dear Sirs: I would like to ex-
press my deepest gratitude fo r
your radio broadcast . It really
helps me to get a clearer under-
standing of the Scriptures, as

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

well as draw me nearer to God . I
am a sixteen-year-old graduate
of high school, and am still quite
uncertain ofmy future vocation.
I am thinking seriously of goin g
into a church-related career, bu t
am lacking a lot of information.
Please send me a copy of both
"Peace through Christ's King-
dom," and "God and Reason ."
Both are greatly appreciated .
Thank you for your cooperation .
God bless you .-BRITISH WEST
INDIES

Knows Bookle t
Will Enlighten

Dawn Publications: I sincerely
request that you forward a copy
of "Archeology Proves the
Bible," as per your offer in the
recent issue of the Reader's
Digest . Certainly this is a kind
offer and one I am sure many
will exercise their option to re-
ceive . Surely it will enlighten,
erase doubts and skepticism,
and hopefully bring many back
to the realization of the prin-
ciples on which our great coun -
try of America was founded . In
my opinion, we as a people or as
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a nation cannot survive b y
eliminating the Bible and its
teachings from our lives. Thank
you for this tremendous offer,
and God bless you .—VA

Spiritual Life Enhanced

Dear Sirs : I have enclosed a
money order as payment for a
variety of books offered in The
Dawn. Your Bible literature has
greatly enhanced my spiritual
life and I would like to thank yo u
greatly as I receive more . I be-
lieve I will not have adequate
space to write out the full titles
of all the publications, so I ask
that you kindly refer to The
Dawn, on the inner cover, th e
last page, and on pages 32 and
33. Again, thank you for your
inspirational magazine, and
may the LORD continue to bless
you . Your friend in Christ .
BRITISH WEST INDIES

Creation VS Evolution

Gentlemen : I thank the L oRD for
people like you who try to help
promoste His Word . My daugh -
ter had problems in school re-
cently with a teacher presenting
evolution as a fact, or almost.
We discussed the issues of

Creation versus Evolution a t
home, but I am sure there is mor e
to be learned on the subjec t
which would help her, and me,
in our conversations with other s
on the subject . Therefore I
would appreciate it if you would
send me the booklet, "Archeol-
ogy Proves the Bible ." I clipped
your advertisement from the
Reader's Digest . Thank you . —
CT

A "Delightful" Boo k

Friends : I want to start by thank -
ing you for the delightful little
book sent to me last week, "Ar-
cheology Proves the Bible, "
which has glued me to the chair !
I was telling my best friend
about it and she wants to read it !
Well, the truth is, when I finish it
I am going to turn right around
and re-read it. So, if you can,
please send a copy to her. The
little book you have listed on the
back of this one I am reading
sounds very interesting, so I am
sending you a check and pleas e
send me, "The Creator's
Grand Design ." Thanking
you for the book you sent me,
and for the ones I am ordering.
Sincerely.—VA
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Pastor
Appreciates Progra m

Dear Friends: Heard your
broadcast today for the firs t
time in years . As a pastor I am
always in church while you are
being aired, but, bless the
Lord, today, while on vacation
I was led to turn the radio on .

Thanks for your faithfulness to
God's Word. May I have a
copy of "God and Reason"—it
sounds like a big help in som e
of my sermon preparation .
Also, if you are aired at another
hour in the area, please let m e
know. I would appreciate it.
Sincerely yours .—NY
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Speakers' Appointment s

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t

Overseas Pilgrims
F. Blnns T. Krup a

Yeovil, England March Cysoing, France

	

April 2
Bury –St. Edmunds April Paris, France

	

6
Storrington, Worthington April Metz, France

	

7
"Patmos 2nd" Conv .April 30-May 6 Bollwielle, France

	

9,1 0
Barnsley, Tyne & Wear May Lieven, France

	

1 2
R .J .Krupa E.F . Lankford

Cysoing, France March 29 England April 26-30
Lieven, France 31 "Patmos 2nd" Conv . May 1-4
Lille –French Gen .Conv. April 3,4 Poland 5-1 2
Paris, France 6 Mulhouse, France 13-1 6
Metz, France 7 Germany 17-20
Bollwielle,–Alsace Conv . 9-10 Bad Hersfeld Conv . 21-2 3
Lieven, France 12 Northern France 24-3 1
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W. Bllchar z
New York, NY

	

April 10
London, Ont .

	

1 7

G.M.Jeuck
Boise, ID

	

April 23,24

M. Nekora
San Gabriel Valley, CA

	

April 3

L .B . Post
Middletown, NY

	

April 1 7
J .H . Snyder

Allentown, PA

	

April 3
Columbus, OH

	

22
Detroit, MI

	

2 4
Milwaukee, WI

	

2 5
Minneapolis, MN

	

26
Havre, MT

	

29



Conventions
These conventions are listed at the request of the

individual classes who are sponsoring the gatherings .

GARY AREA CONVENTION ,
April 3 —Hobart YMCA, 601 Wes t
40th Place, Hobart, IN . Contact :
John Ulicni, 6703 Tyler Street, Mer-
rillville, IN 46410 \Phone : (219) 769-
5647

CINCINNATI, OH, April 10—At
the Harp's Home, 2609 Merrittvie w
Lane 4523 1
Phone : (513) 825-411 2

NEW YORK, NY, April 10—
Woman's Club of Rutherford, Mon-
tross and Fairview Avenues, Ruther-
ford, NJ . For information, contact
Mrs . Ann-Truth Lange, 76 Longview
Ave., White Plains, NY 10605

MINNEAPOLIS, MN, Apri l
1 6,1 7—Eastside Neighborhoo d
House, 1929 Second St. N .E . Min-
neapolis . For information, please
contact Mr. Myron Berdahl, 5717 Ne-
vada Ave . North, Crystal 55428
Phone : (612) 533-827 5

LOS ANGELES, CA, April 17—
Burbank Masonic Auditorium, 248 E .
Olive, Ave., Burbank . Contact : Mi-
chael Nekora, Secy ., 1425 Lachman
Lane, Pacific Palisades 90272
Phone : (213) 454-5248

BOISE, ID, April 22-24—Holiday
Inn, 1-84 and Vista Ave . For reserva -
tions contact : Mrs. Allan Alters, 243 8
Bruins Circle 83704
Phone : (208) 375-6873

NEBRASKA BIBLE STU-
DENTS CONVENTION, Apri l
22-24—Benson Park Pavillion ,
7028 Military Ave ., Omaha. For res-
ervations contact Best Wester n
Immanuel Plaza Motel by April 1 to
obtain special rates, stating you ar e
with Nebraska Bible Students : (800 )
528-1234 or (402)571-6161 . For in -
formation and help contact Tom Gil-
bert :
Phone : (402) 592-2317.

CHICAGO, IL, April 24—
Elmhurst Masonic Temple ; York &
Arthur Streets, Elmhurst . Contact :
Tom Ruggirello, 720 W. Bryn Maw r
Ave ., Roselle 60172 .

Phone : (312) 351-5606

PITTSBURGH, PA, April 24 —
Parkway Center, Bldg . #7, Board
Room (9th floor) . Contact : Charles
Martig, 730 Dunster Street, 1522 6

Phone : (412) 563-611 0

HARTFORD, CT . May 1—Sag e
Park Junior H .S ., Sage Park Road ,
Windsor . Contact : Mrs . John Coccia ,
10 Light Street, Enfield 0608 2

AGAWAM, MA, May 14,15 —
Ramada Inn, 161 Bridge St . at 1-91 ,
Warehouse Point, CT. Contact: Mrs .
Leslie Hindle, 39 Park Hill, Broad
Brook, CT 0601 6

Phone : (203) 623-659 1
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CLEVELAND, OH, May 15—Ma-
sonic Temple, 3615 Euclid Ave. ,
Cleveland. Contact: Alex Brzostek ,
2339 Averill Dr ., Akron 4431 3

Phone : (216) 661-805 9

BUFFALO, NY, May 22—Unity
Temple, 1940 Niagra St., Buffalo.
Contact: Eugene Buczkowski, 85
Rogers Dr ., Cheektowaga 1422 5
Phone : (716) 634-216 3

ASILOMAR CONVENTION ,
May 27-30—Asilomar Conference
Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA . For in-
formation, contact : Mrs . Carol Blong ,
713 Sycamore Ave., San Bruno, CA .
Please note : Registration cut-off
date is April 25th .

CHICAGO, IL, May 28-30—El k
Grove High School, 500 West El k
Grove Blvd ., Elk Grove . Contact :
Tom Ruggirello, 720 W. Bryn Maw r
Ave., Roselle 60172

Phone : (312) 351-560 6

WATERBURY, CT, June 5—
YWCA Building, 80 Prospect St .
Contact : Venice Tsimonis, P .O . Bo x
1494, Waterbury 06720

ALLENTOWN, PA—June 10-
12—Moravian College, Bethlehem .
Contact : Margaret Young, P .O . Box
1672, Allentown 1810 5

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN ,
June 10-12—Echo Grove Confer-
ence Center, Lakeville . Contact :
Norm Zendler, 20 Devonshire ,
Pleasant Ridge 48069 by May 1st.

Phone : (313) 399-884 3

PORTLAND, OR, June 24-27—
Collins Retreat Center, Route #21 1
(between Sandy and Eagle Creek) .
Contact: Dawn Krupa, P .O. Box 204 ,
Gresham 9703 0

INTERNATIONAL CONVEN-
TION, Dalfsen, Holland, July
9-15—DeBron Conference Center .
Write : International Convention of
Bible Students, 1425 Lachma n
Lane, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Phone : (213) 454-5248

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERA L
CONVENTION, Chattanooga ,
Tennessee, July 23-28 . Pleas e
note new location and new dates .

IMMANUEL RULETH !

Believer, rejoice! The glad day is nearin g
For which all creation travaileth in pain .

Christ, our Redeemer, in glory appearin g
Shall take to himself his great power and reign !

Satan—Usurper!—his power we're knelling !
To earth's farthest limits Christ's kingdom shall spread !

Peace and prosperity, sweetly are tellin g
That Jesus, Immanuel, ruleth instead !

CONVENTION LISTING
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Price Change Notic e
BEGINNING with January 1988, due to increased produc-
tion costs it was necessary to raise the price by $1 .00 on al
vinyl, soft-covered books. Therefore all books which are
presently listed at:

$1 .00 are now $2 .00
$2 .00 books are now $3 .00

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF
"Studies in the Scriptures ." When purchased by th e

set, the cost will be $12 .00. When purchased individually,
the prices for The Divine Plan of the Ages, The Time is At
Hand, and Thy Kingdom Come will be $2 .00 each; The
Battle of Armageddon, The Atonement between God an d
Man, and The New Creation will be $3 .00 each .

These new prices willnotbe reflected on the front or bac k
inside covers of this magazine until a new printing of Daw n
covers next June. Until then, this notice is intended to super-
sede the prices shown.

•NEW OFFERINGS. •

The "Daily Heavenly Manna" is now available in a
hard cover edition, with a sewn spine. Price-$3 .00 each .

"Hymns of Dawn" are now available in vinyl, soft
cover, with a sewn spine . Price---$3 .00 per book; hard cover ,
sewn spine . Price-$4 .00 each . Spiral bound-$4 .00 each .

"Bread from Heaven," a young people's Manna, cost
is $4 .00, hardbound, sewn spine . Makes a lovely gift.
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