
Lesson 91

New Heavens and New Earth

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there
was no lon ger any sea.—Rev e la tion 21:1

Many Scrip tures in the Bible use sym bolic lan guage. In this

text heaven rep re sents the var i ous reli gious or spir i tual

pow ers, earth is sym bolic of the lower or social order of things,

moun tains rep re sent earthly gov ern ments, and seas are the rest -

less and dis con tented masses of the peo ple of the earth.
When John was given a vision of the new earth, he saw the

same phys i cal earth with a new social order—a better way of life
based on God’s righ teous rules and prin ci ples.

When John saw the vision of the new heav ens, he was not see -
ing God’s throne in a new place. The heav ens here re ferred to are
the reli gious sys tems in the world all claim ing to be the “right”
reli gion. Even tu ally these will give way to the estab lish ment of
Christ’s king dom of truth and righ teous ness.

Christ’s king dom is the third “heav ens and earth” or “the world 
to come.” The first was the world that was flooded with water in
Noah’s day (2 Peter 3:6). It had been under the rule and influ ence 
of the angels.

The sec ond world or social order then started and it will end in
the great time of trou ble. This world is also called the “pres ent evil 
world” because of Satan’s power and influ ence; indeed, he is
called “the prince of this world” (John 12:31). The new heav ens
and the new earth in the world to come will be based on love and
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jus tice rather than might and oppres sion; righ teous ness will pre -
vail.

The blot ting out of evil will be grad ual and it will take a thou -
sand years of Christ’s king dom before it will be accom plished.
This will be a time when “the righ teous will flour ish” (Psalm 72:7),
and “the will ing and obe di ent will eat the best from the land” (Isa -
iah 1:19). Even tu ally all evil men will be cut off (Psalm 37:9).

Man kind has been hop ing and pray ing for these con di tions
since our Lord walked this earth and taught his dis ci ples to pray:
“Your king dom come. Your will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven” (Mat thew 6:10). This is a won der ful prom ise and is yet to 
be ful filled!

Christ’s king dom is “the world to come.”
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