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SPEAKERS’

IT IS desired to make the listing of speakers’ ap-
pointments a greater service to the friends generally,
and for this reason we are undertaking to list the ad-

dresses where the lectures are to be given, as well as

the hour of the meetings. It is not possible, of course,
to furnish this information in every instance. We will
be glad however, if the classes being served by visit-
ing speakers will, if they so desire, forward the nec-
essary information to us so that in future issues we
can give a fuller listing of the time and place of
meeting,
* %k %

BROTHER T. E. BARKER

New Liondon, Conn. ........................ April 2
Beverly, Mass ................................. 16
Worcester, Mass. ...uovsernrnieiennnneeenaenennns 23
Boston, Mass 30 Huntmgton Ave, 3 P. M. 30

- BROTHER W. G. BARKER
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen Street, 3 P. M. April 23

BROTHER J. A. BELL
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen Street, 3 P. M. April 9

BROTHER FRED BRIGHT

Tthaca, N. Y. ..., April 2
Scranton, Pa., ..........iiiiiiiiii . 9
New Haven, Conn., 19 Elm Street, 3 P. M. 16

BROTHER N. T. CONSTANT
Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St., 3 P. M. April 16

BROTHER DAVID DINWOODIE
White Plains, N. Y. ........cooooiiiiia., April 23

BROTHER EDWARD FAY
New Haven, Conn. 19 Elm Street, 3 P. M. April 2, 9
EIMira, N. Yo, ooennenneneieeeeeeaeieieeeaanenns 16

BROTHER E. L. FOWLER
Mentone, Calif., 1352 QOlivine Street, 2:30 P. M. April 9

BROTHER A. C. FREY
Paterson, N. J. 169 Van Houten St., 3 P. M., April 23

BROTHER W. J. HOLLISTER
Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St., 3 P. M. ..April 9

Hartford, Conn ................................ 16
BROTHER GEORGE S. KENDALL
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen St., 3 P. M. April 2

Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St., 7:30 P. M. 2
Harrisburg, Pa. .......cociiiiiiiiiiniiiiiianns 4
Pittsburgh, Pa., 610 Arch St.,, N. S, 7:45 P. M. 9

BROTHER OSCAR MAGNUSON

Lancaster, Pa., 3 P. M. April 2
Wilmington, Del,, 907 Tatnall St., 7:30 P. M. 2
Philadelphia, Pa., 18th & Arch Sts, 3 P. M. 9
Wilmington, Del., 907 Tatnall St., 7:30 P. M. 9
Pottstown, Pa., 10 A, M. - 16
W1lm1ngton Del 907 Tatnall St., 7:30 P. M. 16
Baltimore, Md., 4 West Eager Street 3P. M. 23
Wilmington, Del., 907 Tatnall Street, 7:30 P. M. 23
Brooklyn, N. Y., (*Convention) 30

BROTHER GEORGE R. MAYNARD
Santa Ana, Calif,, April 16
417 S. Bristol St., 10:30 A. M.

BROTHER EDWARD MAURER
Duquesne, Pa, ....oooviiviiiiiniiiinannn, April 9

APPOINTMENTS

) B BROTHER M. C. MITCHELL
New London, Conn. ..........c.oivvenuun.... April 16

BROTHER EDWIN PROCTER
Brooklyn, N. Y. (Convention*) ..........

BROTHER A. 1. RITCHIE
Hawthorne, Calif., 13110 Doty St., 7:45 P. M. April 16

BROTHER G. M. WILSON
East Liverpool, Ohio (Convention*) April 16
Pittsburgh, Pa., Public Meetings, 7:45 P. M. ....23, 30

BROTHER W. N. WOODWORTH
Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St., 3 P. M. .. April 2
Reading, Pa., Stauffer’s Hall, 10:30 A. M. &3 P. M. 9
Norristown, Pa., Wildman’s Hall, 8 P. M. ........ 9
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen St.,, 3 P.M. .......... 16
Elizabeth, N. J. ... . . i, 16
Philadelphia, Pa.,, Y. W. C. A., 18 & Arch, 3 P. M..23
Kelton, Pa., Church of Christ, 7:30 P. M. ........ 23
Detroit, Mich. ....... ... ... i, 26
Ypsilanti, Mich. ............. ..., 27

April 30

Jackson, Mich. ............ . ... . o iiiiiiiina.. 28
Kalamazoo, Mich. ......... ... ... ciiiivienn. 29
Grand Rapids, Mich. ................oviiee... 30
Saginaw, Mich, .................covvvin.. May 1, 2
Flint, Mich. ...... oot iiiannn, 3
Port Huron, Mlch .............................. 4
Toledo, Ohlo ................................... 5
BROTHER C. W. ZAHNOW
White Plains, N. Y. ..... ... i, April 2
Baltimore, Md.,, 4 W. Eager St, 3 P. M. .......... 9
Reading, Pa., City Hall Auditorium, 3 P. M. ...... 16
Cleveland, Ohio .................0oeivnnnn.. 21-23
Akron, ORIo ...t e 24
Fast Liverpool, Ohio ....................... 25, 26
Rvesville, Ohio .......... ... ..., 27, 28
Marietta, Ohio ......... ... oo, 29, 30

#(Convention Announcements are on page 33)
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KINGDOM CARDS

The Lord is continuing to richly bless the distri-
bution of Kingdom Cards. We have recently added
one to the list, entitled, “Has Christianity Failed?”
Early reports indicate that this card, like others,
will bring a good response. If you are not acquainted
with this method of witness work, send for samples
of the cards.
Cards, look over your stock, and order additional
supplies to meet yoﬁr needs. We suggest a trial of
the new card, “Has Christianity Failed?” All King-
dom Cards are supplied free, and in any quantity

If you are already using the Kingdom

desired.

THE DAWN 136 Fulton St, BROOKLYN N. Y.
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THIS MONTH NEXT MONTH

NEWS AND VIEWS MEMORIES OF BETHANY

A contributed article dealing
with many of the experiences of
the Master throughout the period
of His earthly ministry, and draw-
ing from those experiences valu-
able and encouraging lessons for
those who are endeavoring to fol-
low in His steps.

Papacy at the Crossroads—An analysis of the precar-
ious position of the Catholic Church in the -ever-
changing scenes of today’s political arena. 2

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL

The Times of the Gentiles—Did the “Gentile Times”
end in 19147 1If so, what Scriptural explanation can
be offered for the existence of powerful Gentile na-

tions in 1939? This article discusses these questions. 5 “WHEN AS YET THERE

WERE NONE OF THEM”

T
HE CHRSTIAN LIFE A discussion of the manner in

If Christ Be Not Risen—A contributed article calling
attention to the utter hoplessness of the gospel mes-
sage apart from the fact of Christ’s resurrection.

The Way of Love—True Christian love is a principle,
and is the outgrowth of Christian knowledge. This

12

which the foreknowledge of God
has operated in connection with
the outworking of His plan for
human salvation. This article
should help to inspire confidenee
in God’s dealing with His people
today. )

article enlarges upon these points. 16
Fellowship—Calling attention to the parinership of

the divine family as taught by the Apostle John, in
his Gospel and in his Epistles. 19

OUR REASONABLE. SERVICE

A heart-searching lesson on the
importance of carrying out the
terms of our consecration to the

INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY H S
SUND SCHOOL LESSONS Lord by faithfully paying our

Paul Establishes Churches {April 16) 24 vows unto Him. Helpful lessons
. . . are drawn from the tabernacle in
Paul Wins Recognition (April 23) 25 conection with this study.
Paul Crosses Into Europe (April 30) 26
. ~ THE JEW
Paul Works a Hard Field (May 7) 27 AND THE WORLD CRISIS
Paul Evangelizes a Province ( May 14) 28 Many perplexing problems are
CHILDREN’S HOUR confronting the distressed world
. today, not the least of which is the
Daniel, the Beloved of God 29 question of what is to be done
TALKING THINGS OVER for the distressed Jews of Europe,
. and elsewhere. This article deals
A General Convention 3 with this subject from the stand-
The Wilmington Convention 39 point of Biblical prophecies.

Fntered as second class matter at the Brooklyn, N. Y. Post Office, October 17, 1932, under Act of Mareh *

1879. Published monthly by Dawn Publishers, Inc., 136 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. British Address: Bible

Students Committee, 24, Darwin Road, Welling, Kent, England: Australian address: Berean Bible Institute,
No. 19 Ermington Pl, Kew E. 4, Melbourne, Vie.,, Australia.



PAPACY AT THE CROSSROADS

ON MONDAY, March the 20th, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, speaking from the floor of the
House of Lords, in Great Britain, appealed to
Pius XII, newly crowned head of the Catholic
Church, to take the lead in marshalling the forces
of churchianity back of an effort to stop the on-
ward march of Europe’s dictators; having partic-
ularly in mind at the moment, Herr Hitler, who
bad just accomplished the destruction of the re-
public of Czecho-Slovakia. A few days later word
was given out from the Vatican that while the
Pope greatly appreciated the confidence in him
that was reflected in the appeal of the spiritual
head of the Church of England, yet no formal re-
ply would be made to it. Hereon, it seems to us,

hangs a tale.

It has been emphasized in these columns before
that students of prophecy should guard against
the urge to become prophets. There are, of
course, many definite prophecies of the Bible
which show that eventually Papacy is to be de-
stroyed, and that in its place, and in the place of
all religious and political systems of earth that
are out of harmony with God, will be established
the Kingdom of Christ. Of this ultimate outcome
of ,present world events there can be no doubt,
But' when it ¢omes to the details of the manner
in' which the transition from the old to the new is
to-be accomplished, it is best that we humbly
watch the events as they transpire, letting the
events themselves interpret the prophecies apply-
ing to them.

* There are certain Scriptures which to some in-
dicate that while the closing hours of Papacy’s
existence have already arrived, yet that she will
once more, for a brief period of time, be exalted
tc a position of power among the nations as the
arbiter of peace, in an attempt to restore order
and end the present chaos among the governments,

That some, at least, of the leaders among the
nations are not averse to thus using the influence
of Papacy in the present emergency, is clearly
indicated by the plea of the Archbishop of Cant-
erbury, noted above. But is this great system,
that once crowned and uncrowned the kings of
Europe, in a position to do anything today?

The fact that the Pope did not respond to the
plea of the Archbishop to use his influence in put-
ting a stop to arrogant aggression by the dicta-
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tors, is significant. What a golden opportunity
this was to show the world the claimed value and
authority of the Papacy; but it wasn't grasped,
and for the obvious reason that the Pope was not
in a position to back up Papacy’s claims.

To those who have been watching carefully the
trend of the times it is apparent that in not re-
sponding to the Archbishop’s plea, the Pope chose
the least serious of two dilemmas. By not re-
sponding, he has put himself in the position of
either not being interested in the welfare of the
nations, or else of not having the actual backing
of God that his alleged vicegerency of Christ
would seem to call for. But by not responding
he has saved from certain exposure the fraudu-
lent claim of Papacy’s divine right and ability to
lead the forces of righteous to certain victory.
From the standpoint of human wisdom the Pope,
no doubt, made a wise choice.

How, indeed, could the Pope lead the religious
torces of Christendom in a massed attack against
Herr Hitler, when by so doing he would be put-
ting himself in direct opposition to Mussolini,
who is'a close ally of Hitler? And, how could he
consistently take a stand against the aggression
of Hitler in Europe, when his late predecessor
gave his blessing upon similar aggression of Mus-
solini in Ethiopia? Also, how could he, in re-

‘sponse to tlie plea of the Archbishop of Canter-

bury, head the anti-dictator forces of the world,
when it would mean, as the Archbishop indicated,
fighting side by side with the anti-church forces
of Red Russia? _

As the present position of Papacy is analyzed
it becomes more and more apparent why she is not
in a position, even though the opportunity is of-
fered to her, to do anything about straightening
out the tangled and distressing ‘conditions that
confront a weary world today. No matter which
way Papacy turns she is confronted with forces
hostile to her claimed right to rule over the con-
sciences of men. The present position of Papacy
cannot be clearly understood except as viewed
in the light of circumstances that have developed
throughout the last half century and more. An
observation by G. A. Borgese, writing in the
Nation, of conditions confronting the church in
the 19th century, is 1llum1nat1ng at this pomt We
quote:

“The Papacy had . become aware that the rational,
liberal, sc1ent1ﬁc trends of European philosophy and
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politics of that age held for the Catholic Church
even greater dangers than were contained in the
challenge of the Protestant sects three centuries
earlier. The defense was magnificently adequate,
although at first it seemed to consist of mere words.”

The “defense” of the church, mentioned by
this ‘writer, consisted largely of the issuing of
two documents, the first of which was the “Syl-
labus of Errors,” published in 1864, and second,
the “Dogmatic Decrees of the Vatican Council,”
promulgated in 1870, only a few short weeks be-
fore the Italian annexation of the Papal States.
The gist of the latter document is an affirming
of the infallibility of the Pope. The former con-
sists of a listing of seveénty-nine modern errors
which cannot be countenanced by the church.

Among some of the more interesting of these

“errors” arc the followmg, ‘which are most . en-
lightening in view of the present position and
claims of Papacy:

It is an error that “the church ought to tolerate
the errors of philosophy, leavmg to philosophy
the care of thelr corrections.”

It is an error that “every man is free to em-
brace and profess the religion that he shall be-
lieve . true, guided by. the light of reason.”

It is an error. that “men may in any religion
find the way of eternal salvation, and obtain
eternal salvation.” ‘ ,

It is an error that “we may entertain at least

a well founded hope for the eternal salvation for
all those who are in no manner in the true
Church of Christ.”

It is an error that “Protestantism is nothing
more than another form of the same true Chris-
tian religion.” . o

It is an error that “it appertains to the civil
power to define what are the rights and limits
with which the Church may exercise authority.”

It is an error that “the Church has not power
of availing herself of force, or any direct or in-
direct temporal power.” .

All of the above are'intensely interesting, but
the latter two help to reveal the real aims of
Papacy with respect to her exercise of authority
among the nations, and how diametrically opposed
she is to all present-day political and national
viewpoints. By them, as one writer suggests,
“The Pope and modern civilization are proclalmed
utterly irreconcilable.” :

No wonder, then, that the Pope could not join

in with Protestantism ard with the Democracies,

~ in a “stop-the-dictators” program. To do so would
mean joining hands with forces already proclaim-
ed by Papacy as bemg outside the pale of divine
favor, and hence, anathema to the Catholic
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Church. But to join hands with the dictators is
also incompatible with the position of Papacy,
especially when we realize that these dictators
are at the head of totalitarian governments which
brook no interference in their affairs by the
Church.

Mr. Borgese’s observation, quoted above, rel-
ative to the liberal and scientific trends of the 19th
century, reminds us of the apostle’s prophecy of
2 Thessalonians 2:8, where he describes the de-
struction of this counterfeit kingdom arrange-
ment as being brought about by the bright-shin-
ing” of the parousia of Christ—mistranslated
“coming” in the King James Version. Worldly
writers readily discern that the real difficulty of
the Papacy today is occasioned by the great in-
crease of knowledge of our day, which is rapidly
setting aside all the superstitions of the past; but
they do not, of course, realize what is respons-
ible for this mcreased light.

" Another ' prophecy pertaining to the end of
the age is that of Revelation 18, and in the first
verse we ‘are again reminded of enlightening in-
fluences that would fill the earth, and which, as
the chapter shows, would be associated with the
destruction of Babylon, “that great city which
ruleth over the kings of the earth.” (Rev. 17:18.)
The general enlightenment of the world does not
at first reveal the presence of Christ to any except
the “watchers,” but it does reveal to the majority,
the sham, hypocrisy, and superstition upon which
civilization is built, and causes the people to, in
one way or another, cry out against the systems
of oppression which have been standing in the
way of their liberty and happiness.

As the light is turned on, the first effect is gen-
eral chaos of opinions, aspirations and demands;
and this, over a period of years has gradually
brought about conditions as we see them in the
world. today. And as these conditions become
increasingly complex, Papacy is finding it more
and more difficult to chart a course that will safe-
guard her from being engulfed completely in the
whirlpool of angry passions that are now lashing
against all the bulwarks of what men have called
civilization, but which God calls, “this present
evil world.” '

Men see the predlcament that Papacy is in,
but they do not as yet understand the true cause,
nor can they visualize the real outcome. Mr.
George N. Shuster, once editor of the Catholic
weekly, Commonweel, writing in a recent issue
of the magazine, Look, speaks of what he des-
cribes as “Ten major problems the new Pope
faces.” We mention these in the order given by
Mr. Shuster:

(1) “What is to’ be the Church’s course in
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Germany?’ Among the other problems of Pa-
pacy in Germany is that pertaining to the educa-
tion of the youth. Less than five years ago Hitler
gave assurance to the Pope that he would not
interfere with the Church along this line, yet
today he has abolished every Catholic Youth
organization in Germany. And also, it is reported,
Hitler expelled 15,000 Catholic teachers from the
schools. Hundreds of Catholics have died for
opposing Hitler; and, it is reported, tens of thous-
ands have gone into concentration camps. Hitler
seems intent on crushing all forms of religion in
the German Reich save his own; and that religion
the Catholic Church cannot indorse. Mr. Shus-
ter asks, “What can the newly elected Pope do
about it?”

(2) “Will the victory of Franco in Spain rec-
oncile the people with the Church, or will it
alienate them still further?” In this connection
it should be remembered that both Hitler and
Mussolini helped Franco to gain his victory; hence
it is an open question now just how the Church
will fare in a country that inevitably will be
largely dominated by anti-church policies.

(3) “Can renewed conflict between Italy and
the Vatican be avoided?” The doctrines of Fas-
cism and the doctrines of the Church are radically
different, and this has made friendly relationship
between the two most difficult. The Pope, as is
well known, cannot indorse the new Italian race
laws; and the Vatican is surrounded on all sides
by Mussolini’s power. What will happen? Can
‘the dictator silence the Pope, and will he ultim-
ately do it? '

(4 and 5) “What can Catholics in Hungary,
Czecho-Slovakia and Yugoslavia do to ward off
the Nazi danger?” As we know, these countries
are now in a position where they have no choice
but to accept the iron will of Hitler. Does this
mean the Papacy is in these countries soon to be
in the same unhappy position as she is in Ger-
many?

(6 and 7) “What position will the Church take
in France?” As is well known, a struggle is there
going on between the Rightists and the Leftists;
and, as is revealed in other countries, no matter
which side wins, Papacy loses. Will she dare
to take sides either way in the hope of later
compromising with the side she has helped to
win?

(8) “What Catholic interests are at stake in
Palestine and in China?” There are millions of
Catholics in these countries, and certainly, as
children of the church, they are entitled to the
protection of its Father, the Pope. But what can
the Pope do to help them? And, in viey of his al-
leged divine power, how will he explain the situa-

The Dawn
tlon if he is unable to help'them in their dire need?

9) “How can the new Pope prevent the rising
tide of ill-will between minorities in the United
States?” Commenting on this point Mr. Shuster
says: “At present this country is the most fortun-
ate in the world, yet... the spectre of hatred and
dissension has arisen even here. Will the Pope
be able to. do anythmg to ward off that evil
ghost?”

(10) “Above all,” Mr. Shuster concludes “there
will arise in the mind of the new Pontlff the
vision of a war, a war more horrible than any of
the past. If it comes.it will not end before mil-
lions have been slain, cities destroyed, all wealth
consumed. In 1914 one Pope died of grief because
he foresaw what would happen. In 1938, another
offered his life as a sacrifice to ward off conflict.
Will it be the duty of the new Pope to pray in
despair over the battlefields?”

Mr. Borgese, in his article published in the
Nation, and referred to above, wonders if it might
not be possible that out of all the apparent cir-
cumstances to the contrary, the Catholic Church
may yet emerge victorious. We quote:

“Now it is theoretically and, who knows, perhaps
even actually possible, that what we call modern civ-
ilization, the development of human thought from the
Renaissance to the eve of the World War, is doomed
and rotten. It is possible that we are at -the-end of
an age and that something new is growing under our
tottering steps. It cannot even be excluded theo-
retically that this something new is something old,
miraculously revived, made of one heart and one piece,
trlumphantly aggresive—the church of the Middle
Ages.”

On the authority of the prophetic Word we can
rejoice that we are indeed at the end of an age,
and that something new is indeed growing under
our' feet; but that it will not, when revealed, be
Papacy in any form, we are likewise assured.
No, instead of it being the counterfeit Kingdom
of Christ, it will be the genuine Kingdom, which
will rule from sea to sea, bringing blessings of
life and happiness to the whole groaning creation.

This new, divine Kingdom is symbolized in the
book of Revelation as a “city,” and the city sym-
bolism is associated with that of a “bride”—the
bride of Christ. (Rev. 21:2, 9, 10.) 'The counter-
feit kingdom of Christ is likened to an unchaste
“woman,” called “Babylon,” and she is described

s “that great city, which reigneth over the kings
of the earth.” (Rev. 17:18.) The Scriptures show
that this unholy “woman” is to be destroyed in
the closing scenes of this age, and that thus the
way will be prepared for the full establishment
of Messiah’s Kingdom, in which the church will
share, as the bride of the new King. (Rev. 17:
16; 18:4-21.) Then, the “Spirit and the bride”
will offer blessings of life to all.—Rev. 22:17.
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THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES

ZEYHE “times of the Gentiles”
is a period referred to by
"‘ Jesus during which, as He
explains, “Jerusalem,” that
is the Jewish race, would be “trod-
den down” by non-Jewish, or Gen-
tile. races. Jesus' reference to this
period of time constitutes a portion
of His reply to questions the dis-~
ciples had asked Him concerning
events that were to be associated
with the end of the age and the
time of His second presence. His
complete statement on the point
reads, “Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfiilled.”
—Luke 21:24.

In this prophecy Jesus seems
clearly to associate the fulfilling of
the “times of the Gentiles” with a
period in which there would be
great “distress of nations with per-
plexity,” and when men’s hearts
would be “failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things com-
ing on the earth”; which prediction
seems now to be in process of ful-
fillment. (Luke 21:25, 26.) In verses
28 and 31 of the same chapter the
Master assures us that when we see
these things “begin to come to pass”
we are to know “that the Kingdom
of God is nigh at hand.”

Obviocusly, therefore, to the stu-
dent of prophecy who is looking for
and praying for the coming of God’s
Kingdom, the length of the period
referred to by Jesus as the “times
of the Gentiles,” and the approxi-
mate time of its ending, become im-
portant factors in discerning the
“signs of the times” There are
students of the Bible not a few who

agree that the “times of the Gen-
tiles” is a period of 2520 years.
Many who differ slightly on other
interpretations, seem agreed that
this is the Scriptural length of time
given to this period of special Gen-
tile dominion. [See Volume 2,
Studies in the Scriptures, for details
as to method of computing the
length of this period.]

The time measurement of this
prophecy is clearly given in Levit-
jcus 26:18-28; where the Lord
speaks of a final punishment that
would comie upon the rebellious
people of Israel, describing it as a
punishment of “seven times.” The
language recorded in Ezekiel 21:
25-27, seems to indicate that the
events here described as beginning,
mark also the beginning of this
special time of punishment upon
Israel. The punishment mentioned
is pronounced with such a degree of
finality that the reader is impressed
with the thought that this indeed
must be the beginning of that spe-

* cial time of trial upon Israel, which,

as the prophet declares, was to
continue “until He come” who has
the sovereign right to rule all na-
tions. We quote:

And thou, profane wicked prince
of Israel, whose day is come, when
iniquity shall have an end. .Thus
saith the Lord God: Remove the
diadem, and take off the crown:
this shall not be the same: exalt
him that is low, and abase him that
is high. I will overturn, everturn,
overturn, it: and it shall be no
more, untili He come whose right
it is; and I will give it Him.

Zedekiah, Judah’s Last King

These words of the Lord, spoken
through the Prophet Ezekiel, were
addressed to Zedekiah, who was
the last of Judah’s kings. Zedekiah
was overthrown as King of Judah,
and taken into captivity by King
Nebuchadnezzar, of Babylon. From
the standpoint of Jeremiah's proph-
ecy of 70 years desolation of the
land, 606 B. C. is the date most
generally agreed upon as the year
when this event occurred. (Jer. 25:
12; 2 Chron. 36:21, 22; Dan. 9:2;
Zech, 1:12; 7:5.) If this be the cor-
rect date for the overthrow of
King Zedekiah, and his overthrow
does indeed mark the beginning of
this long period of 2520 years of
“Gentile Times,” it means that 1914
A, D. marks the end of the period.

It is not our purpose to here
make a detailed examination of the
chronological data pertaining to the
period marking the beginning of
these “times of the Gentiles.”
Readers not already acquainted
with these details, will find them
clearly set forth in Volume Two of
Studies in the Scriptures, already
referred to. Regardless of the
measure of accuracy with which we
may be able to determine the exact
date for the beginning of this im-
portant time measurement of the
Bible, we hold that events associat-
ed with and following the ending of
the period should constitute the
best proof of just where, chrono-~
logically, we are living in relation-
ship thereto.

1914 An Important Date

For many years prior to 1914
that date had been looked upon as
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marking the full end of “Geéntile
Times,” and, naturally; students of
prophecy looked forward to its
coming with keen anticipation. It
was expected that the end of the
“times of the Gentiles” would be
marked by a great “time of trouble
such as never was since there was
a nation,” resulting finally in the
complete overthrow of all humanly
constituted governmental authority
in the earth, and the full establish-
ment of the Kingdom of God
through which the “desire of all
nations” was to come. Thus far
these expectations have been jus-
tified, although developments have
been slower than hoped for.

The year 1914 opened up without
much evidence of immediate and
precipitate changes impending. In-
deed, to start with, it was rather a
quiet, uneventful year. = Bright
hopes for continuous international
peace seemed to fill the hearts of
the world’s statesmen with an un-
usually optomistic outlook for the
future. It was almost as though
the rulers of the world were pro-
claiming “peace and safety,” when
suddenly, as a thunder bolt from a
clear sky, things began to happen,
from the results of which the world
has never recovered.—1 Thes. 5:1-4,

In June of that now memorable
and historic year, an Austrian
prince was killed by an assassinina
small Serbian town. Diplomatic
conversations failed to satisfactorily
adjust the strained relations be-
tween Austria and Serbia that re-
sulted from this assassination. Con-
sequently, in July, Austria declared
war on Serbia. And then, the
conflagration started; it could not
be confined to these two nations.
Russia, the self-constituted protec-
tor of the Slav race, considered it
her duty to go to war against Aus-
tria in support of Serbia.

Then Germany countered by
rushing to the aid of Austria, de-
claring war on Russia. France, al-
lied to Russia by treaty agreements,
in order to help Russia, declared
war on Germany. This gave Ger-
many an excuse to advance on
France, and in marching through
Belgium, violated the neutrality of
that small country, which made it
necessary for England to enter the
rapidly enlarging conflict in order

to help Belgium, because she was a
co-guarantor of Belgium’s neutral-
ity. .

Great Britain’s entry into the war
involved her - far-flung colonies
bringing them also into the general
melee. And, for one reason or an-
other, Italy, Turkey, Japan, and
other smaller nations entered the
fray. Finally, the United States
also joined in, so that it truly be-
came a “World War,” and a tragi-
cally disastrous one at that.

Naturally, a World War of such
gigantic proportions, commencing as
it did in the' long-awaited year of
1914, proved for thousands to be
satisfactory confirmation of the fact
that the “times of the Gentiles” had
indeed ended, and that, therefore,
the Gentile kings of earth had had
their day. But in some respects
the vision seemed to “tarry.” The
war was not concluded in a short
period of time by the overthrow of
all nations, as it had been expected
would be the case. It dragged on
and on and seemingly without def-
inite results.

True, a number of thrones were
overthrown, and republican forms
of government set up in their stead.
A few territorial adjustments were.
finally made, resulting in some new
nations being created. But, most
of the victorious nations, zlthough
terribly weakened, for a while re-
mained intact. After the peace
treaty had been signed in 1918,
there was talk the world over about
returning to normaley. Today, more
than two decades subsequent to
the close of the war, there are still
organized, and apparently powerful
governments, of one kind or an-
other, in practically every part of
the earth.

Revolutionary Changes Seen

But before we decide that the
year 1914 was not the important
prophetic date that many supposed
it would prove to be, simply be-
cause_the march of events has been
slower than expected, let us look,
not at the fact that there are still
organized governments in the world,
but at the nature of those govern-
ments as compared with most of
those that existed at the outbreak
of the World War. Let us remem-
ber, also, that the Jew, whose des-
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tiny is vitally associated with the

“times of the Gentiles,” has been
brought out of his centuries of com-
parative obscurity and into great
prominence in the daily news of
the world.

As a result of the World War,
Palestine was opened up to the
Jew. Approximately three hundred
thousand of them have already re-
turned there, and have made large
sections of that formerly barren
country to- bloom and produce like
the Garden of Eden. In addition
to this, because of the new forms of
government that have been brought
into being as a result of the war,
the Jew is being bitterly persecu-
ted in many parts of Eurcpe; and
this, again, is helping to focus pub-
lic attention upon natural Israel;
and is fully in harmony with the
prophetic description of Jewish ex-
periences at the time of God's re-
turning favor to them.—Jer. 30:1-11.

Also, and this is surely not with-
out significance, churchianity has,
as it were, come under the hammer,
The Greek Catholic Church in Rus-

- sia has been destroyed. The Nazi

government of Germany and Austria
is waging destructive persecution
against both Catholic and Protest-
ant churches in those countries.
The Fascist government of Italy
has little or no sympathy for the
Catholic Church, and is gradually
undermining her influence among
Italians. In Spain, Mexico, and
other places, a somewhat similar
picture presents itself. Besides,
there is a rapidly growing lack of
faith in religion of all kinds in
every part of the so-called civilized
world. Influences introduced large-
*ly by events beginning in 1914 are
responsible for all these changes.
So marked indeed, have been the
changes since 1914 along almost
every line of human endeavor,
national, social, political, and relig-
ious, that practically all writers of
note customarily refer to that date
as a dividing time between two
distinetly separate and different
eras; sometimes described as the
pre-war and post-war worlds.

For What Should We Look?
The fact that the year 1914 stands
out in history as marking the be-

ginning of such epochal changes
as the world has witnessed . since
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then, is, we believe, sufficient reas-
on why we should study these
changes more carefully in the light
of God’s Word that we might, if
possible, get a better insight into
the manner in which the prophecies
pertaining to the end of the age are
being fulfilled by the ever-chang-
ing scenes of national, political and
religious activity so characteristic
of the last quarter of a century.

That all humanly-constituted
governmental authority in the sarth
must be set aside prior to the full
establishment of the Kingdom of
God, is, we believe, the undisputed
teaching of the Bible. But, does
this necessarily mean that such a
complete dissolution of all Gentile
kingdoms should be expected to im-
mediately follow the ending of the
“times of the Gentiles”? To be sure
that we have the proper answer to
this question it is necessary to con-
sult the Scriptures as to just what
is implied by “Gentile Times.”

Did the beginning of the “times
of the Gentiles” mark the beginning
of the existence of Gentile nations?
No! Powerful Gentile nations ex-
isted for centuries prior to the be-
ginning of the Gentile times. Ob-
viously, then, if the beginning of
Gentile Times did not mark the
beginning of Gentile nations, then
we should not necessarily expect
that when the end of the “times of
the Gentiles” is reached it would
mean the immediate destruction of
all Gentile nations.

As we have already noted, the
“times of the Gentiles” evidently
began when the king of Babylon
subjugated the kingdom of Israel
to Babylonish rule, and took captive
the king, Zedekiah. That the God
of heaven was taking action in this,
and instituting a new order of gov-
ernmental authority in the earth, is
evidenced by the inspired prophecy
of the 2nd chapter of Daniel. This
prophecy is based upon King Neb-
uchadnezzar’s dream.

In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream he
saw an image like unto a man. Its
head was of gold, its breast and
arms of silver, its belly and thighs
of brass, its legs of iron, and its feet
and toes, partly iron and partly
clay. In explaining the significance
of this image Daniel told Nebu-
chadnezzar, the representative head

of the Babylonian Empire, that he
was the “head of gold.” Babylon,
as a kingdom, had existed long
years before this, but now, under
Nebuchadnezzar, something took
place in her affairs that God saw
fit to illustrate by this head ‘of
gold. What was it?

Daniel, the man of God explains.
We quote: “This is the dream; and
we will tell the interpretation
thereof before the King. Thou, O
king, art a king of kings: for the
God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, strength, and glo-
ry. And wheresoever the children
of men dwell, the beast of the field
and the fowls of the heaven hath He
given into thine hand, and hath
made thee ruler over them all. Thou
art this head of gold.”—Dan. 2:36-
38.

Daniel’'s interpretation of the
king's dream seems very clear. The
head -of gold, according to Daniel,
represented the Babylonian empire
through its ruler, Nebuchadnezzar,
not merely as a powerful kingdom,
but as exercising its authority by
divine right—“God...hath made
thee ruler over them all; thou art
this head of gold.” Nebuchadnez-
zar was king of Babylon before this,
but now he was represented by the
head of gold because God had given
him the right to rule.

“And after thee shall arise an-
other kingdom,” Daniel explains.
This second kingdom was repre-
sented by the breast and arms of
silver. And the same interpretation
must hold true with this second,
namely, that God also gave it to
have dominion. Daniel continues
his interpretation of the dream un-
til he brings before us in succession,
four kingdoms—not just kingdoms,
as such, but kingdoms that the God
of heaven had given to have domin-
ion. Students of prophecy are in
general agreement that the fourth
of these kingdoms mentioned by
Danijel, was Rome. Rome was in
the saddle during the period of the
early church, and concerning her
authority the apostle says, “thé
powers that be are ordained [Mar-

gin, ordered] of God.” (Rom. 13:1.)

Evidently Paul understood Daniel’s
prophecy.

The Divine Right of Kings

God looked upon the kingdom of
Israel as representing Him in the
earth. Of Solomon it was written,
that he “sat on the throne of the
Lord as king instead of David his
father.” (1 Chron. 29:23.) But with
the overthrow of Zedekiah this ar-
rangement was suspended—“it shall
be no more,” the prophet said, “un-
til He come whose right it is.” We
are not to suppose, therefore, that
the divine authorization given to
Gentile kingdoms following the
overthrow of Zedekiah, was the
transfer to them of that divine
supervision and responsibility which
God exercised on behalf of Israel,
and which will again be exercised
through the Messianic Kingdom ar-
rangements.

Nevertheless, a certain grant of
power or authority was given to
Babylon, through Nebuchadnezzar,
so that, in a limited sense, it could
be said that he ruled by “divine
right.” While the typical Kingdom
of God was intact and operating
through Israel, all other authority
in the earth was quite without di-
vine right; but now that this The-
ocracy had been suspended “until
He come whose right it is,” God
gave a certain succession of Gen-
tile powers the right to rule, not
as His representatives, but without
His interference—except when their
activities interfered with the out-
working of His plans.

This divine authorization of Gen-
tile rule is aptly illustrated in Neb-
uchadnezzar's image, being, as it
was, in the form of a man; for it is
really permission for man-made
governments to exercise dominion,
and to hold the affairs of the world
in a more or less orderly condition
“until He come whose right it is.”
This particular succession of Gen-
tile powers was not now to be
looked upon by God as rebel King-
doms. Their authority over the
people was by His sanction; and
where constituted government was
needed for the out-working of His
own plans, He would work through
them. .

Furthermore, the period during
which this divine authorization was
to last, was also to be a time of
punishment of His people Israel.
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Hence, during the legal tenure of
their office He would not interfere
with the manner in which they
dealt with the Israelites. The Is-
raelites, God’s own people, were to
be subject to these Gentile powers
by divine decree. They were to be
“trodden down” by the Gentiles,
“until the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled.” This doesn’t necessarily
mean that throughout the entire
period of the Gentile Times the Is-
raelites would be continuously
and bitterly persecuted, but merely
that they were to be a subject na-
tion, with no divine right to expect
favors from their captors.

The Claim of Divine Right

That King Nebuchadnezzar would
pass on to his successors the in-
formation given to him by Daniel
concerning the divine authoriza-
tion of the Babylonish dynasty
there can be little doubt. The fact
that later God had a special work
for Cyrus, of the Medes and Per-
sians, would implant still deeper in
the minds of these successive rulers
the thought that God was, in some
way, back of their kingdoms. And
so the idea would naturally come
on down from one king to another,
and from one dynasty to another;
changing in form as the various
rulers placed their own interpreta-
tion upon what it meant; and until
God saw fit to remove each suc-
cessive world power or dynasty;
for their right to rule wasn't last-
ing.

It is not surprising, therefore, that
when we look into the pages of his-
tory covering the middle ages and
even on down to the period immed-
diately preceding the World War,
that the four principal ruling fam-
ilies of Europe, (the legal inheri-
tors of the authority that once re-
sided entirely in Rome, and which
in turn had come all the way down
from Babylon), should still be
claiming to rule by divine right.

In principle, the claim of divine
right on the part of these kings was
true. As an idea of any kind usu-
ally becomes distorted as it is pass-
ed on from one to another, so God's
ordering or sanction of Gentile
kingdoms had come generally to
imean that these Kingdoms were
truly God’s Kingdom, and that He

held Himself responsible for what
they did. This, of course, was
wrong. They had been given divine
authorization, but no assurance of
divine guidance. Nor did God
make Himself responsible for what
they did.

The Religious Claim

One of the distortions of the divine
right doctrine was that which was
brought about through the influence
of the Church of Rome; and later
by some of her Protestant daught-
ers. The church, knowing of the
Messianic promises of the Bible to
establish a Kingdom on the earth
with Christ as its Head, devised
the idea that these promises could
be fulfilled by aligning herself with
civil rulers, and through them ex-
ercising -civil as well as religious
authority over the people. :

Thus there came about the union
of church and state; a union in
which for centuries the church was
virtually the. ruler of Europe; not
directly, but through civil govern-
ments. She crowned and uncrown-
ed kings at her will, and Any who
presumed her authority to do this,
were treated as an enemy of the
most high God. Likewise, any who
doubted that the kings she crowned
were actually the representatives
of heaven were also treated as reb-
els against divine authority.

It was this particular distortion of
the divine right doctrine with which
the kingdoms of Europe. were im-
bifed up to and during the years
immediately preceding the World
War. Not all of them any longer
recognized the authority of the
Church of Rome, but practically all
believed that in some magic way
the authority of heaven resided in
their particular church-state rela-
tionships. So true was this that the
World War soldiers of nearly every
nation that fought in the gruesome
conflict were given to believe that
if they died in battle, “fighting for
the Lord,” they would go straight
to heaven. Such was the status quo
of governmental affairs in Europe
when dawned that historic year,
1914.

At that time, Palestine was under
the domination of the Turks; and
members of the Jewish race, to
whom it had one time been prom-

. The Dawn

ised :by Jehovah, were treated ag
enemies in their own country; and
there seemed little likelihood, from
the human standpoint, that the
Jewish position in the promised
land would ever become much more
favorable. While the efforts of the
Zionist Organization had quicken-
ed in the hearts of many devout
Jews the age-old hope of returning
one day to their own land, and
slight concessions had been gained
to this end from the Gentiles, yet,
because of God’s decree authoriz-
ing unrestricted Gentile domination
over them, the Jews still were un-
able to secure from their task-
masters any worth-while favors
relative to their long-cherished
hope of rehabilitating the promised
land as their national home.

Action When the Lease Expired

Keeping in mind, then, that the
“times of the Gentiles” was a period
of years during which God would
authorize Gentile rule, and withhold
governmental and other privileges
from His ancient people, Israel, do
we. see anything in world events
beginning in 1914, and continuing
since, that would justify belief that
that particular year marked the end
of Gentile Times? We think so.

First, take the particular pre-
war set-up of most European gov-
ernments, with their claims of rul-
ing by divine right. Where is that
today? Gone! There is not a single
important ruler in Europe today
who claims the divine right of suc-
cession for his authority to rule;
yet this was the claim of nearly
all of them prior to 1914. A nom-
inal church-state government still
exists in Great Britain, but it is
not the real government of Eng-
land; and few there are, even in the
British Isles, who would be foolish
enough to claim that the British
Government has the backing and
authority of the God of heaven.

The scene of action principally
involved in the Gentile Times pic-
ture, is, of course, Continental Eu-
rope. There are those, who in their
study of history, are convinced
that the succession of dynasties ac-
tually involved in Nebuchadnez-
zar’s image picture, brings us just
prior to 1914, to the House of Ho-
henzollern, with the ex-Kaiser

-
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-as its ruling head. - If this be true,
it scarcely needs more than a mere
reminder of facts as all know them
to convince us that the lease of
power given during the “times of
the Gentiles” ended in 1914; for the
Kaiser fought a losing battle which
in four short years resulted in the
complete overthrow of the Hohen-
zollern government of which he
was the head. :

But we do not need to limit our-
selves to what happened to one of
the ruling houses .of Europe as a
result of developments beginning in
1914, The other three family
branches of pre-war royalty have
fared no better. All have lost their
places as governing factors in Eur-
ope. Should any of the remaining
individuals of these royal families
undertake to assume control of
their former undisputed domain up-
on a basis of the claim that they
have divine right to do so, they
would be locked upon by an awak-
ened world as having lost their
mental faculties. .

Men of the world, quite apart
from any knowledge of what the
Bible may have to say about pres-
ent conditions, recognize the fact
of the passing of Europe’s nre- war
divine-right royalty. Mr. C. A.
Lyon, writing in the London (Eng-
land) Sunday Express, has this to
say about it:

Who, in 1910, would have be-
lieved any of the things that have
come to pass among the ruling
houses of Europe in a few short
years. Consider them as they
were—the Romanoffs, the Bour-
bons, the Hapsburgs, the Hohen-
zollerns. Before the war they
seemed entrenched in power and
wealth forever. Think of how for
centuries they had owned Eur-
ope and ruled it. HOW THEY
HAD TOLD THE WORLD THAT
GOD HAD APPOINTED THEM
TO RULE IT. How they had
called each other ‘Sir, my broth-
er, and formed themselves into
a little elect intermarrying band.
Some had a high idea of their
calling. Others abused their pow-
er and wealth in loose living and
luxury. ‘But they all believed
that they were permanent, priv-
ileged, irreplaceable. '

And yet a series of little puffs
of wind that blew soon after they
assembled in strength for almost
the last time at Edward V1I1's
funeral in 1910 sent them flying.
Not one of them it is safe to say,
had the least inkling of the disas-
ters anfl adventures that were to
befall them and their relatives.

Describing the losing effort of the
Hapsburg family to regain its form-
er position in Austria, Mr. Lyon
continues: :

The Empress Zita’s upbringing
of her boy emperor is as extraor-
dinary a tale as any in the post-
war adventures of fallen royalty.
Otto was never allowed to mix
with any children except his sis-
ters and brothers, who called him
‘majesty.” He was told that the
Pope had given him Hungary as
a family estate....He lived in a
world made as like as it could
possibly be to old . Vienna—even
though the family diet was often
potatoes, sardines, and cheese.
_Pride and poverty. And then one
day an Auwstrian house painter
finally ended the farce by taking
Austria-and telling its emperor he
was guilty of treason....Where-
upon the Hapsburgs told their
handful of followers that the
cause was hopeless, and prepared
to emigrate obscurely to a ranch
in South America.

Speaking of the ex-Kaiser of Ger-
many the same writer says:
Would he have believed, he
who had always made a point of
never meeting a labor leader, that
his grandson, nominal heir to the
throne, would be working in a
motor-car factory, and that many
others of his relatives would be
glad to take commercial jobs?
No, there would have been no one
living in 1910 who would have
been bold enough to prophesy
the extraordinary series of strokes
that have...felled these high
titled ones in a few short years.
They are one of history’s surprise
packets.
League of Nations a Failure
At the close of the war, when
divine-right royalty was no longer
in a position to offer even a semb-
lance of stabilization to a world so-
ciety that was rapidly losing faith
in all constituted authority, the
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League of Nations was formed in .
.the hopes that through cooperative .

efforts the weakened governments .
of earth might still be able to. im-
press the people with a show  of -
strength that would command re- .
spect, if not the pre-war reverence,
for humanly constituted govern-
ments.

And then, as an echo from an age’
that had passed, many outstanding
clergymen of the world hailed the
League of Nations as the political
expression of the Kingdom of God
on earth. So long had the people
of the so-called civilized world been
accustomed to look upon their gov-
ernments as in some way the repre-
sentatives of God, that now this ef-
fect was made to surround the
League of Nations with a similar"
halo and with the sincere thought,
no doubt, that it would help to as-
sure success for its undertakings
to maintain world equilibrium and
peace. :

Though with practically all the
nations of the earth banded together
in the League, and with the efforts
of nominal churchianity to ratify it’
with the seal of divine protection
and blessing, it failed in its main
purpose, and today is almost as de-
funet as European Royalty itself.
It is as though the hand of God had
intervened to prevent the success
cf any effort that might be made to
keep alive an order of things whose
right to rule had ended.

The League of Nations did
mccomplish something, however.
While it still had some power to
act, it authorized the giving to
Great Britain of a mandate over
Palestine; with the view of making
possible the establishment of a
home land for the Jews. Yes, God
permitted the League to do this
much toward the constructive work
of the new, divine Kingdom; but
blocked its every effort to prevent
wars that would still further weak-
en the disintergrating powers of the
old world. Today, the authority of

" the League of Nations is entirely

nil so far as the settlement of inter-
national affairs are concerned.

But the failure of the League of
Nations to hold the old order to-
gether is only one of the disappoint-
ments of statesmen having a pre-
war view of what -governments
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shiould be and do.
conferences ' that have been. held
during the last twenty years with
similar aims in view. Peace con-
ferences, disarmament conferences,
economic conferences; etc., and all
have failed of their purpose; so that

today ‘it is openly admitted that the‘

only hope any nation of the world
has of saving itself from the on-

rushing forces of Communism, Fas- "

cism, and Nazism, is to divert all
possible resources into the business
of manufacturing weapons of war,
and training and maintaining large
armies unprecendented in size.

The Kings Have Had Their Day

What a spectacle is before us in
the world today! The pre-war gov-
ernments for the most part are no
more. Particularly is this true
with respect to those who were
then still claiming the divine right
of kings. The order of things that
was based upon that particular con-
cept has vanished—*“the kings have
had their day.” But, inasmuch as
Gentile nations, as such, existed
prior to the beginning of the Gen-
tile Times, and inasmuch, also, as
the “times of the Gentiles” is mere-
ly a time period during which a
certain succession of Gentile powers
would be authorized by God to rule,
it does not seem necessary to expect
that when the terminal date of that
period is reached, all the Gentile
kingdoms would vanish at once
from the earth.

To us it seems most reasonable
that what has occurred; namely,
the passing of those ruling houses
of Europe to whom the mandate
originally given to Nebuchadnezzar
belonged, is all we should reas-
onably expect to occur immediately
upon the expiration of the final
time -limit of the lease. This has
oceurred, and the whole world rec-
ognizes it, even if not all are as yet
reconciled to it.

But this is not all we have upon
which to base a conclusion. The
unprecedented developments among
the Jews should not be passed by
unnoticed. We will not here enter
jnto a discussion of the present
Jewish problems, leaving that for
another time and place, but suffice
it to say that, as we all know, the
affairs of the Jews have been al-

Think of all the -

‘most constantly front-page ' news

ever since General Allenby, during
the World War, wrested the prom-
ised land from under the heel of
the Turk, to be a little later, under
British Mandate, turned over to
them for settlement and cultivation.

Should we say that such sudden
and, from the human standpoint,
unpredictable developments in con-
nection with this ancient people of
God have no prophetic significance?
To assume that they have not would
seem to us like closing one’s eyes
to reality. And then, when we con-
sider that this unparalleled experi-
ence of the Jewish people has oc-
curred immediately following the
downfall of the pre-war, church-
state royalty, its significance is
doubly valuable as a touchstone by
which we may determine where we
are on the stream of time. For, it
should be remembered, that the
“times of the Gentiles” was both a
time of special authorization for
certain Gentile nations to rule, and
also a period during which the
Jewish people would be held down
and prevented from enjoying a
national existence.

Still another angle of world de-
velopment since 1914 is pertinent
to a discussion relative to the end
of Gentile Times; namely the re-
ligious one. We have already noted
briefly the part that churchianity
played in helping to maintain in
the minds of European Royalty the
thought of their divine appointment
to rule. Distorted from the truth

-though this viewpoint set forth by

the churches was, yet evidently it
was permitted of God to help keep
alive that particular order of things
until the due time for its dissolu-
tion. But now, as we have already
noted, even these ecclesiastical
bodies who themselves figured so
vitally in the pre-war set up, are
crumbling. The anti-religious drive
by some of the post-war govern-
ments has already destroyed, in
whole or part, the potential influ-
ence of nominal churchianity in al-
most all of Europe.

The influence of churchianity,
particularly that of the Roman
Catholic Church over political af-
fairs, has long been recognized by
students of prophecy as that which
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is-representéd in Revelation 17 by
a‘woman riding upon a beast, From
the prophecy of Daniel 7- it is
clearly seen that beasts in Bible
symbology represent kingdoms; or
governments. The true church eof
Christ is pictured in the Bible-as a
chaste woman, a virgin, espoused
to Christ, who later becomes the
bride of Christ. But the false
church is symbolized as ‘a harlot
who commits fornication with the
kings of the earth (symbolic of the
church-state union). This harlot
woman riding upon a beast there-
fore very vividly illustrates the
dominant position in civil govern-
ments that was occupied by the
church down through the centuries.

Unauthorized Kingdoms

Without here attempting to iden-
tify the significance of the many
details ‘mentioned concerning the
beast of Revelation 17, we believe
it is particularly interesting right
now to note that in the progress of
this picture the time comes when
the woman no longer occupies her
dominant position as rider of the
beast, but instead, is hated, destroy-
ed, and her flesh given to the burn-
ing flames, by horns, or powers that
grow up out of the beast. The fact
that there is so much evidence to-
day that this symbolic woman is
already being destroyed, focuses at-
tention upon these horn-powers,
which according to the Revelator,
are responsible for her destruction.

For the purpose of this present
discussion there is just one point
concerning these ten horn powers
to which we would like to call at-
tention. It is mentioned in Rev-
elation 17:12. The first part of this
verse reads: “And the ten horns
which thou sawest are ten kings,
which have received no kingdom as
yet.” When we think of the defin-
ite manner in which God gave a
kingdom to Nebuchadnezzar, which
authority was tc pass on down from
one dynasty to another even to the
end of the Gentile Times, it seems
particularly significant that here the
Lord should be telling us that these
particular ten kings or kingdoms,
had been given no kingdom.

Is it possible that the Lord has
taken this method of identifying
powerful governmental organiza-
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tions that would exist following the
time during which He had author-
ized Gentile rule? We do not wish
to be dogmatic on the point, but it
seems reasonable to us that such
should be the case. The original
grant of power has ceased. The rul-
ing houses of Europe that came un-
der that authorization have passed
from the scene. But still mighty
kingdoms are temporarily holding
sway; and God here explains the
reason for their existence, the pur-
pose for which they will be used.
They are not a part of the Gen-
tile Times picture. The time of
their power post dates the expir-
ation of the 2520 years, hence they
have not been given a kingdom.
The expression “as yet,” in the
text of the King James Version, is
of doubtful authenticity. But
whether authentic or not, it makes
no change in the thought expressed.
While these kings have been given
no kingdom in the sense that a
kingdom was given to Nebuchad-
nezzar and his successors, yet they
are permitted to reign for a short
while with the beast; and the pur-
pose of this temporary exercise of
power is that they might be the in-
struments in God’s hands to destroy
the harlot woman before the reign
of Christ and His bride manifests
itself for the blessing of the world.
And so, as we trace the sequence

of events depicted in Revelation 17,
we learn tht God puts it into the

hearts of these otherwise unauthor-
ized kings (Dictators) to make an
end of that harlot woman, which
when seen in her true light is found
to be that unholy city that has
ruled over the kingdoms of men,
dominating them, and in the name
of the Lord, convincing them that
they had the divine right to slaugh-
ter and torture their fellowmen
whenever their mistress gave them
the word to do so.

Even as God (Isa. 10) sent out
the king of Assyria on a certain
occasion to punish His people Is-
rael, without the king being aware
that God was thus using him, even
so today, these kings who do not
come under the Gentile Times au-
thorization, are, nevertheless, be-
ing used by God, although quite
apart from their knowledge that
a divine purpose is being worked
out through them. Thus seen; the
existence of Gentile powers in
the earth today, does not militate
against the fact that the “times of
the Gentiles” ended in 1914.

We conclude from the evidence,
therefore, that the Gentile Times
have ended. The evidence shows
that they ended at the expected
time, namely 1914. Pre-war roy-
alty, originally authorized by God,
has passed out of the national
and political arena. Churchianity
which, previous to 1914, was so im-
portant a factor in European gov-
ernmental affairs, also has been al-
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most wholly pushed out of Euro-
pean politics, and in a number of
countries destroyed ' completely.
These are fact to obvious to be ig-
nored.

And then, as if to confirm further
our faith, the Lord seems to explain
the existence of the present dom-
inating powers of earth by showing,
not only that they exist at a time
following the period during which
the Gentiles Times authorization
applied, but that He is permitting
them to exist because He has a
special work for them to do; name-~
ly, the destruction of false churchi-
anity. This latter we see rapidly
taking place today, which unques-
tionably assures us where we now
are on the stream of time, that
we are well on in the transition
period, and that God’s Kingdom is
indeed near.

The happenings among the Jews,
dovetailing as they do with the
other unprecedented world events,
give us added -assurance that the
hand of God is shaping the affairs
of the world with the one purpose
in view, and that is the overthrow
of every institution in the earth
that is out of harmony with Him,
and the final establishment of the
Messianic Kingdom, which, as de-
picted by the stone that smote the
Gentile image on its feet, grows
until it becomes a great mountain
that fills the whole. earth.—Dan. 2:
35, 4.

TRUTH LITERATURE APPROPRIATE TO THE TIMES

In the busy world of today few are willing, until
* their interest is aroused, to undertake the reading of
lengthy discussions of the truth. It is for this reason
that the series of vest-pocket booklets have been so
effective. All of these little booklets introduce The
Divine Plan of the Ages as the text book from which
to learn the details of God’s loving purpose. The ef-
fectiveness of this method of introducing the First
Volume is evidenced by the increasing number of re-
quests that are being received for it.

If you have not yet used the vest pocket booklets
in your witness work, we suggest that you get a sup-
ply and give this inexpensive method a trial. We be-
lieve you will be encouraged by the results. The
following booklets are now available:

“God and Reason”—A brief, uniquely-stated out-
line of God’s plan, together with a discussion of pro-
phecies pertaining to the last days. 128 pages, 5 cents
each in any quantity.

“Hope Beyond the Grave”—Deals with the sub-
jects of hell, heaven, paradise, the soul, spiritualism,
immortality, etc. A Lutheran minister confessed that
this booklet convinced him that his theological train-
ing of a lifetime was wrong. 128 pages, 5 cents each
in any quantity.

“The Day of Jehovah”—A reprint of the 15th
chapter of the The Divine Plan of the Ages. 64
pages, 5 cents each in any quantity.

“The Truth About Hell”—A slightly condensed
edition of Brother Russell’s booklet on the hell ques-
tion. 64 pages, 5 cents each in any quantity.

“The Coming World Dictator’—An outline of the
Kingdom hope as the remedy for present world dis-
tress. 32 pages, 2 cents each in any quantity. May
be had with local address imprint when ordered in
lots of 100 or more.
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If Chrlst Be Not Rlsen

(Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-19.)

OMETIMES it helps to bring home to our

‘hearts a Dblessed, cheering message, by
d thoughtfully considering a great funda-
mental truth of our faith in its negative
This is the method employed by Paul in
Have we ever contem-

aspect.
the verses cited above.
plated such a state of things as these words of the
apostle suggest? Perhaps we have never thought
deeply of such a possibility. That “IF” startles
us. It seems to cast a doubt upon what we have

all along assumed as beyond debate. We have
fixed our faith upon a Christ who lives and loves.
We have built our life upon the fact of his loving
and saving power; we have established our hope
upon it. Our conversation has been regulated
by it, and now all at once there breaks:in this
terrlble “IF,” as though to torture us with the
suggested possﬂolhty that the structure of a life
time may be all wrong from summit to foundation
stone.

" The surest way of proving to ourselves the

value of what we possess is to force ourselves to

think of what our condition would be without it.
We value health by picturing to ourselves a life
of sickness. We prize comfort by contemplating
penury. We feel the preciousness of friendships
by imaging the pain of parting, and the desolat-
ness of being alone; and St Paul suggests to us,
in this lesson, that we may prove the value of our
faith by a similar method. “If Christ be not
Risen.” Suppose it were proved that He never
rose again, that He lay buried low in the grave
of Joseph of Arimathea until dust returned to dust,
and the world had all these centuries been mis-
takingly worshipping a dead Christ. What then?
“If Christ be not Risen.” There are some perad-
ventures on which all the issues of life depend,
and this is one of them.

No man has seen the axis on which the earth
spins round: no eye the invisible cords by which
it is wheeled along its orbit: and yet on these two
motions all things physical depend; if these things
were not, spring and summer, evening and morn-
ing, daylight and darkness, seedtime and harvest
all would fail. On far smaller things than theses
depend the summer of our lives, all the days of
our existence. And on a-simple “if” a “perchance”

“might be” hangs all that makes our life a par-

v “If we should never meet
says your friend, and the possiblity of
“If your

adise or a wilderness.
again,”
such a thing sobers you in an instant.
child should recover,” says the doctor, and the
mother’s heart stands still for a moment at the
suggested doubt. Our life’s happiness or misery
is- hung upon a very few cords, easily snapped

asunder. On a very slender chance on what
seems almost a trifling peradventure the issues
of every life depend.

But here in our text is another “if” on which
the comfort and consolation and faith, not of one
heart, or two, but of all Christendom, hang; and
on which the future destiny of all mankind de-
pends. “If Christ be not risen then is our preach-
ing vain and your faith is also vain.” We run
rapidly over in our mind all we have ever preach-
ed or cared to preach—all we have ever believed
—and view it all in the light of that terrible pos-
sibility and answer, Yes, if Christ be not raised
there is nothing left, not one treasure we can
rescue from the tottering building of our life’s
palace of faith and hope. :
Imvortance of Resurrection Hope

If there is no resurrection hope the perplexing
problems of: man’s’ brief span of life here must
remain unsolved. Moreover, the Creator’s wis-
dom in bringing man into existence must remain
a mystery. For to be possessed of almighty power
and use that power to bring into being a race
whose experiences provide merely a passing trag-
edy, is unthinkable of our great, wise and loving
God. It would be lowering Him to the position
of a cruel eastern despot who takes delight in
torturing his victims for his own debased amuse-
ment. .

Suppose then we were informed for the first
time that Jesus had come to earth, moved with
compassion and pity for mankind, that He had
lived among men and taught them to hope in
Him as their Saviour and Deliverer through a
resurrection: but that He had dled and never
rose again, from the tomb, and that therefore
all hope for a resurrection of any must be aban-
doned, for “if Christ. be .not risen” then thers
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can be no resurrection of the dead. Would we
not then say, Oh, what a colossal mistake it was
to bring into existence a race of beings possessed
of such instinctive longing for life under better
conditions, capable of resisting the powers of des-
pondency and utter discouragement even under
the most trying experiences, clinging to the hope
of a happier day, despite the darkness of the
night, and regaling the gloom with their songs
of “a better day coming by and by,” and yet that
better day denied them because of there being
no resurrection!

Better far that the race had never existed,
since the accumulated sorrows so far outweigh
the comparatively few transitory pleasures en-
joyed by its more fortunate members; for, even
those pleasures would be turned to apples of
Sodom under the blight of that awful conclusion,
“if Christ be not risen.”

Let us review some more of the possibilities of
that terrible “if.”" If Christ be not risen we have
been fighting under a dead leader. Life is a se-
vere battle for most. The Christian life is a con-
tinual struggle. The beginning of the life of love
is the dawn of a battle day that closes enly with
the grave.

The New Creature in Christ must contend with
the old nature that will cleave to it to the very
last; and the battle is a daily and hourly thing.
The Master said that a man’s foes would be
those of his own household, but it is no less true
{0 say we bear within us our perpetual foe. We
carry our temptations about with us. Paul said,
“I see another law in my members warring
against the law of my mind and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my mem-
bers. O wretched man that I am.”—Romans T:
23, 24.

How did Paul expect to get relief? Through
Jesus Christ our Lord! In all the battle, Paul
was cheered, and we have been cheered, by the
thought that our Leader who had passed through
the same experiences, was alive. We have been
encouraged by the thought that we had a great
High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God—a High Priest touched with the
feeling of our infirmities, tempted in all points
like 2s we are. Conscious of this we have boldly
approached the throne of grace so as to obtain
mercy and grace in our time of need. With the
eye of faith we have seen Jesus shouldering our
burdens and taking our part against the enemy.
Relying on Him who has all power in heaven
and earth we have felt confident of victory, and
that in spite of many wounds and repulses, and
many fierce encounters the victory would even-
tually be ours.
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Christian Soldiers Under a Risen Captain

We have encouraged ourselves that we were
marching like Christian soldiers under the banner
of a Leader who can never know defeat, and we.
already anticipate the rejoicing which will be ours
when at last we stand with Him on the victorious
field. ‘But now, if Christ be not risen—if we have
followed a dead Christ; if we have been fighting
only under a distinguishing name; if our Leader
is not a living presence in the army but a dead
hero of the past; if He did not conquer sin by
conquering death and the grave: where shall our
strength and inspiration come from to continue
the hopeless fight?

“We wrestle not with flesh and blood but
against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spir-
itual wickedness in high places.” (Eph. 6:12.) If
the fight be in our own strength, we confess at.
once that we cannot face it. The battle is not
equal—our only hope was in our Leader. We
were: prepared to follow Him. We believed that
His banner would be victorious. With Him at our
head we marched as an army of invincibles. But,
if Christ be not risen, all that is changed. Death
is sin’s vietory. If Christ be dead victory is with
the evil one. In that case the devil was too strong
for Him; he contended to the last but fell a vic-
tim in the end.

And if our Leader is fallen, what shall His
followers do?

Of all the captains who ever fought under
Christ one of the bravest and strongest was St.
Paul. " We have noted his experience. In Romans
7 he describes himself as defeated, beaten at eve-
ry point and his only hope of victory was in the
one to whom we also have always clung. But if
Christ be not risen then even Paul would be the
first to stand side by side with us today and say,
“The battle is hopeless, we will fling down our
weapons, haul down our colours: victory is with
the world, the flesh and the devil.”

If Christ be not risen we are resting on a
false hope. Our whole life is built upon a mis-
taken dream. We lived all along upon the as-
sumption of another life hereafter; that hope has
been our guiding star. What a thrill we have
felt when reading those wonderful words, “Be-
loved now are we the sons of God,” and “I will
come again and receive you unto Myself that
where I am there ye may be also.”” But the
last hope of a future life goes out with Christ,
if He be not risen. If He did not rise, NONE
have risen. Those which have fallen asleep in
Jesus have all perished. St. Paul felt this too,
“If in this life only we have hope we are of alf
men most miserable.”
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If Christ be not risen there is no resurrection
at all. If His life was not precious enough to be
saved from the dust then a million lives such
as ours cannot matter. If Christ be not risen
there is no resurrection. No resurrection? What
are we striving after then? What does anything
matter at all? Is it wisdom we are pursuing? How
foolish to spend all our lives gathering knowledge
and information we can never use. This life is
a school of experience and a hard school, too,
very often. For what are we gaining experience?
Is it love we seek? Love can only be an inven-
tion of demons to torture sensitive hearts and
to make life more bitter than before if Christ be
not risen.

Why Baptized for the Dead?

No resurrection? Then we are only like galley
slaves, chained to an oar at which we must strain
and toil till we drop and another takes our place.
What is the use of bearing all this suffering, en-
during all this pain, carrying this intolerable bur-
den? The Apostle asks in verse 29 (1 Corinthians
15) “Why are we then baptized for the dead if
the dead rise not?’ We have understood that
there can be no relief brought to the dead ones
of mankind except through the risen Christ; that
if faithful to our calling and our vows of sacrifice
we shall be associated with our Lord and Head in
that work. We have shared in His baptism with
this end in view. We have been baptized on be-
half of the dead so that we may help the dead
ones back again to life, to receive the rich
blessings of God so long promised to them, but
if there be no resurrection, either for the world
of mankind or for us, that baptism is entirely fu-
tile.

If Christ be not risen we are relying upon a
false security. We have been bidden to copy
the faith manifested by those heroes of the Old
Testament whose portraits are hung in that won-
derful gallery of Hebrews 11. Marvellous men
and women they were who “subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stop-
ped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
Women received their dead raised to life again:
and others were tortured, not accepting deliver-
ance; that they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion.”

If there is no resurrection, then the Scripture
is false which promised these a better one than
that of others. Their sacrifices were in vain;
their hopes of the coming reward have perished
with them. Similarly the glorious record of the
apostles and martyrs of the Gospel age who have

The Dawn

inspired us with their heroism, fidelity and faith-
fulness must be likewise discounted and laid
aside for they too have been deceived by false
hopes.

No resurrection? Then we are not only miser-
able but the most deluded of men! We speak of
the saints who have been awakened and who are
now enjoying fellowship with the returned Re-
deemer. We speak of them as having passed to
the other side of the vail, but if Christ be not
risen we can throw away such beliefs. Paul,
Stephen and a host of others of the little flock—-
now with the Lord? No, they died and are like
the insects which perish. We think of them
dwelling in the unclouded light of the Redeemer’s
presence. If Christ be not risen the thought is
but a dream. They are in the tomb. They are
as lights blown out.

If Christ be not risen: if that life were cast
aside as worthless, and if when He hung upon the
cross and cried “Father into Thy hands I com-
mend My spirit,” God’s answer to that prayer
was annihilation—utter, absolute and everlasting
—then there is no hope left. No immortality! No
heaven! No eternal life!

Christ Promised to Rise Again

In the New Testament we have presented to
us the life of Jesus. If a single claim that He
made is proved to be false, then all His claims
fall together. We can no longer trust Him.
When on earth He grounded His pretension on
this— that He would rise again. Either He rose
or He did not. If He did rise then His testimony
was true. If He did not, He was a mere dreamer
of dreams.

So that, if Christ be not risen, all the sweet
words and precious promises on which we have
rested, are meaningless and empty. From whence
can we get the thirst-quenching water He prom-
ised? Where is the meat that endureth unto
everlasting life which He undertook to give us?
Can a dead hand give us these? “I, if I be lifted
up...will draw all men unto Me.” “I go to pre-
pare a place for you.” He said He would send the
Comforter which should guide us into all truth,
delusive words all of them—if He be not risen!

If Christ be not risen, our message of the King-
dom is false, for there is no King.

He said He was the Light of the world, but,
the light has gone out if He is not risen!

He said He could take away sin and redeem us
from guilt. If He be dead, if He never rose again,
it is false. A dead Christ cannot save us. A dead
Christ cannot help us. We are yet in our sins.
His death loses all meaning and value—is just
as other deaths and faith is vain. Ah, what a
chilling, paralyzing message that would be!
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If I. were convinced it were true, I think I
would do:all I could to keep it a profound secret.
I would not whisper it to my dearest friend. I
would go all my life long, envying those who had
retained the old delusion. If that were a delusion
it would be the sweetest dream ever dreamed;
and he would be the happiest and most fortunate,
who could go on dreaming it to the end and
enter death’s portals convinced that it" was true.
But a dead Christ is useless to faith. For imag-
ination and meditation perhaps He might still
have value, but not to faith.

If Christ be not risen, our preaching is vain—
we have no message for broken hearts. In a world
so full of sickness and trial, how terrible the
thought that we might be so utterly powerless
to console and comfort the sick and bereaved and
afflicted! Could you imagine a situation more
distressing than to find yourself helpless in the
face of a great need, in the presence of death per-
haps, where broken hearts were yearning for
some word of comfort, some consolation, and you
could not give it to them? If Christ be not risen,
what could you say that would help? How could
you explain the operations of that power which
permits such separations? How could you satisfy
the anguished heart that all was well if you
could hold out no hope of a future life?

Friendship With Christ Not Imaginary

If Christ be not risen we have been cultivating
an imaginary friendship with Him. All this talk
about communion with Christ would be only so
much fancy, so much picture drawing. How can
the living hold communion with the dead? Yet
think what it means: The Presence of Christ a
delusion! Communion with Him a mere figment
of the brain!

Nay! Thank God, we are on surer ground here,
“I will be with you even unto the end.” There
are hundreds of men and women as certain
of the presence of Jesus with them from day to
day as of the reality of the presence of those who
live beneath the same roof with them. For the
Christian, the presence of Jesus has transfigured
Earth’s saddest and gloomiest places and made
them holy. The belief that He was there has
poured a sacred light in the dense darkness of
prisons. It has diffused peace through the cruel
tortures of the rack, it has filled the martyr with
radiant hope even when the flames came leaping
wildly around him and his every merve was
athrill with pain.

Yes, consecrated Christians all down the age
have been cheered by the close companionship of
Jesus, to say nothing of those who are now liv-
ing in the days of the returned Lord. Have we
not heard His knock? Have we not with fingers
trembling with eagerness opened to Him the door
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of our hearts and bid Him enter? With what
delight have we sat in His banqueting house
while His banner over us was Love! We have
been abundantly satisfied with the fatness of His
house. HE SAID HE WOULD SUP WITH US.
How royally we have feasted these late years at
His table. What rich spiritual food has He pro-
vided!

How wonderful to be invited to share in the
joy of our returned Lord.

Yes, so intense is the conviction in the heart
of the Christian of being with Christ, that it
matters not where He may be, if he feels Christ
with him, then and there he is, as it were, in
heaven, already seated with Him in the heavenlies.

Christ Is Risen

He who is conscious of the presence of the
King con fling that “if” from him without a
shadow of a doubt. If Christ be not risen? Ah,
we can take up with Paul’s positive strain and
say, “but now IS Christ risen from the dead.”

CHRIST LIVES! He is as really present here
as in that upper room. Do we sufficiently real-
ize this? Such a thought should make us careful
how we tread. We are in the presence of Roy-
alty. We should scrutinize our words and con-
duct very carefully.

CHRIST LIVES! He eventually will plant His

foot on every grave and trample death itself, that.
last enemy, under His feet.

CHRIST LIVES! He draws near to hold fel-
lowship with His own dear ones. He stands at
our side to cheer and strengthen us when our
strength is failing; to raise us up when we fall.
He shares our joys and griefs like the true and
sympathizing real friend that He is. He instills
into the trustful heart a peace which the world
cannot give or take away.

CHRIST LIVES! He stands at the door of the
great prison house of death with the keys in His
hand ready to unlock it and let the prisoners
free.

HE LIVES, a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec—a fact which guarantees to all men

a resurrection and a future time of uplift and
blessing.

The cry of the Greeks to Philip, “Sir, we would
see Jesus,” is the expression of the world’s need.
Think of Jesus’ reply on that occasion: (John 12:
24, 32.) “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit....And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto Me.”
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Humanity’s cry is, “We would see Jesus.”
Thank God they shall; it is coming true; they
:shall see Him and all men will be drawn to Him.
Let us, like the apostle, glory more and more in
the cross of Christ which yields such marvellous
results: eternal life to the world and immortality
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to thé privileged ones who share in His sufferings,
Christ lives and because He lives we shall live
also. . PR -

Hallelujah! What a Saviour!
Contributed

The Way of Love

} OMEONE has said that while Christian
& yuak) knowledge is essential, love is preemin-
@j&}j\ ent. To us it seems that the reason

knowledge is essential to the Christian is
because, when it is properly used, it leads to
love. Indeed, a knowledge, even of the deep
things of God’s Word, that does not lead to love,
is of very little value except as it may afford
temporarily a measure of self-satisfaction to the
one that possesses it. Actually, there is no rel-
ative value between the importance of knowledge
and love in the Christian life. True Christian
knowledge, obtainable from the Word of God,
inevitably leads to love when it is received into
good and honest hearts; and true Christian love,
on the other hand, is based upon and is the out-
growth of true Christian knowledge.

It is possible to obtain what might be properly
called a “head knowledge” of many of the details
of God’s plan as they are set forth in the Bible,
without imbibing the spirit of love which that
knowledge is intended to inspire in one’s life.
It is this kind of knowledge that the apostle evi-
dently refers to when he says, “Though I have. ..
all knowledge, ...and have not love, I am noth-
ing.” (1 Cor. 13:2)) We should not gather from
‘this, however, that Paul is urging a striving after
Tove by ignoring study of the Bible. No, the im-
port of the apostle’s words are, that inasmuch as
the purpose of knowledge is to reveal to us the
loving character of God and fo inspire us to, strive
more diligently to be like Him. Our study of the
Word has been unprofitable to us if this divine
object is not obtained.

Love and the proper expenditure of its energies,
are the intended objectives of knowledge; so the
Lord gave us His Word, with all of its glorious
details, in order that we might be “thoroughly
furnished” with all the information, or knowl-
edge, of God and His loving plan that is necess-
ary to our attaining to His character likeness.

If then, time is spent in the study of the Bible
that does not bear the proper fruitage of love,
the failure should not be charged against the en-
deavor to attain knowledge, but against the fact

that the student had the wrong thought in mind
as to thé purpose of knowledge.

Viewed in the right light, it is found that every
detail of knowledge to be found in the Bible,
will, when propery applied, lead toward the de-
velopment of divine love. A technical knowledge
of the fact that God so loved the world that He
sent His own beloved Son to be its Redeemer,
is of practical value in the Christian life except
as one sees revealed in this profound truth, a
cross-section of the character of our loving Heav-
enly Father, and is stimulated thereby in his ef-
fort to become more like the Lord.

And what is true of that most precious pas-
sage of divine revelation identified as John 3:186,
is also true of God’s plan that is to be found in
the Word. It is through the entire plan of God
that the glorious character of its author is made
to stand out in bold relief as a pattern after which
we can mold our own lives. Thus seen, the im-
portance of an accurate knowledge of the truth
becomes apparent; for to whatever extent our
vision of the divine plan is obscured, in that same
proportion we will fail to have a full apprecia-
tion of God, hence will lag just that much in the
development of Godlikeness in our own lives.

Love Revealed in God’s Law

Jesus explained that the import of the law giv-
en to Israel could be summed up in the terms of
love—supreme love for God, and a love for one’s
neighbor equal to that which one possesses for
himself. No matter how much “knowledge” a
Jew acquired concerning the technical require-
ments of the Law, if he did not glean from it this
great lesson of love for God and for his neighbor,
his knowledge was of no real value to him from
the divine standpoint. While the Christian today
is not directly under the law given to Israel at
the hands of Moses, yet his study of the Law
should help to reveal its great lesson of divine
love; and in the light of that lesson, every conse-
crated follower of the Master should endeavor
to reflect in his life the principle of unselfishness,
which is love.
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As the outstanding lesson of God’s dealing with
Israel was the vital importance of love, so love,
as a guiding and motivating principle in the life,
is the great objective of God’s dealings with His
people during the Gospel age. If we fail in the
learning of this lesson, we lose out as a pupil in
the school of Christ. This great lesson of love is
first exemplified by the Heavenly Father Him-
self, who “so loved” that He “gave.” He gave
the dearest treasure of His heart—His beloved
Son—and then the Son, in revealing further the
Father’s love, also gave. He gave Himself, and
He enjoined upon His followers the necessity to
similarly love through giving—“that ye love
one another, as I have loved you.”—John 13:34;
15:12, 17.

Thus we see that the example of both the Heav-
enly Father and also His beloved Son, was one
of love—real, genuine, divine love—a love that
was not merely a kindly sentiment of momentary
duration, but a profound principle which im-
pelled them to make supreme sacrifices in order
that others might be blessed. Yes, because they
loved, they were “moved by a burning, deathless
force—to give.”

Written Word Also Teaches Love

We speak of Jesus as the living Word of life. As
such we have noted how He taught and exem-
plified the great lesson of love. The written Word
also—both Old and New Testaments—further em-
phasizes this same vital lesson. Every passage,
of course, does not use the term love, but the
whole Bible, nevertheless, is a statement of the
various details of God’s plan of love by which
mankind, lost in sin, is to be given an opportunity
to be restored to life. Yes, “God commendeth
His love toward us,” says the apostle, “in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
—Rom. 5:8.

And the gift of His Son, while it is the foun-
dation, or the very center, of the divine plan for
the blessing of the people, becomes efficacious
only because of the other details of the divine ar-
rangement whereby the merit of the redemptive
work becomes available for, and is dispensed to,
the people. Thus every part of the plan, directly
or indirectly, teaches the lesson of love. 'Hence,
if we fail to imbibe the spirit of love, as we study
the Word, our study is measurably in vain.

Love is the spirit of giving as contrasted with
the spirit of getting. With this spirit dominant
in our lives, we can readily see how it would solve
most of the difficulties we encounter. Either one
or the other of these spirits must govern more or
less in all the affairs of life. It may be a fortune
that we desire, either to get or to give, or it may
be merely the matter of “giving in” to others in 2
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matter of opinion—where principle is not at stake
—or, on the other hand, of insisting upon getting
“our own way.” If the spirit of “giving” controls
in all of the wide range of our endeavor and as-
sociation, automatically we will be promoters of
peace and harmony and happiness among our
fellows; but if the selfish spirit of “getting” is
uppermost in our thoughts and lives, strife, dis-
sension, disappointment, and heartaches, will fol-
low in the wake of all that we do and say.

Love All-Comprehensive

We are not to think of love as being more im-
portant than faith, or hope, or joy, or the other
graces of the spirit. It is well not to make com-
parisons as to the relative value of things which
God has included as being His will for us. We
should keep in mind that everything that God
enjoins upon us is important—fundamentally im-
portant. Instead of saying that love is more im-
portant than this, that, or the other phase of the
Christian life, it would be better to say, that it
comprehends them all. It is the “bond of perfect-
ness.”—Col. 3:14.

Love, for example, comprehends faith, for
without love, faith would soon ebb away. It is
only as we view our experiences in the light of
divine love, that faith’s firm foundation is able to
stand the tests to which it is subjected. When
the blessings of health and material possessions
are slipping away from us, Love’s viewpoint of
“giving” will enable us to interpret the promises of
God in the light of the covenant of sacrifice into
which we have entered with the Father, and
thus Faith’s vision of the divine will is caused
to shine the clearer. But without love, such ex-
periences may make shipwreck of our faith.

And what is true of Love’s relationship to faith,
is true concerning its influence on every other
phase of Christian life and endeavor. We could
have no true joy in the Lord, apart from this un-
selfish outlook with respect to every detail of our
lives. Meekness, gentleness, patience, brotherly
kindness, etc., are all comprehended in love. We
may, for selfish reasons, temporarily exercise
patience toward one who may have wronged us,
but sooner or later such outward cords of re-
straint will snap asunder, and selfishness will dic-
tate a course of smiting and revenge. But “love
never faileth.” If we are motivated by love, we
truly will want to do good to our enemies; even
as God commended His love to us while we were
yet sinners.

Proper Application of Love

The divine principle of love is that of unselfish-
ness. But it would be possible for one to exer-
cise a large measure of unselfishness, and yet,
so far as the work of this age is concerned, not
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be working in harmony with Him.” Man was orig-
inally created in the image ¢f God, and the rem-
nants of that image, still operative in the lives of
thousands, cause them to perform many unsel-
fish deeds of kindness. We are not to suppose
that God is displeased with this, but rather the
reverse; nevertheless, there is a specific work
which He is doing in the earth during this age,
and those who wish to be entirely pleasing to Him
should seek, not only to be unselfish in their out-
look, but also to have their unselfishness directed
in divine channels. The spirit of full surrender to
the Lord’s will is spoken of by the prophet as
one which will cause us to “walk humbly” with
our God.—Micah 6:6-8.

Thus again, is revealed the importance of knowl-
edge that not only reveals the God of love to us,
and inspires us to become like Him in the exer-
cise of love, but also guides us in the manner in
which our self-sacrificing efforts are to be made.
An example of the guidance of the Word in our
exercise of love is found in: the words of Jesus,
already mentioned, to the effect that awe should
lay down our lives for the brethren. The breth-
ren as a whole are to constitute the bride of
Christ, and the bride is to make herself ready;
and we can help each other in the doing of this.
In Jesus’ prayer on behalf of His brethren, He
indicated that the sanctifying work of grace in
their hearts would be accomplished by the Word
of truth—“sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy
Word is truth.”—John 17:17.

Thus, we lay down our lives for the brethren
by helping them to build up themselves “in the
most holy faith.” (Jude 20.) 'This means the
handling and the dispensing of the truth. When
we are faithful in doing this, therefore, and do
it unselfishly as unto the Lord, we may be assured
of the divine blessing; because it is thus that He
directs us to manifest our love toward our breth-
ren. In the 6th chapter of Galatians Paul speaks
of “sowing to the spirit,” contrasting it with “sow-
ing to the flesh.” He tells us that if we are faith-
ful in “sowing to the spirit,” in due time we shail
reap if we faint not; and the reaping, he explains,
will be *life everlasting.” Summing up the
thought the apostle concludes: “As we have op-
portunity, let us do good unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the houshold of faith.”—
Gal. 6:10.

The “spirit” unto which we “sow,” is the spirit
of God, which is the spirit of love—that divine
spirit of unselfishness, which should permeate
every fiber of the Christian’s being. And, as
Paul shows, the practical outworking of such a
“sowing” to the spirit is in the fact that we will
be busy doing “good unto all men,” and “especial-
ly unto them who are of the household of faith.”
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Thus will we be like Jesus, who laid down His
life going about “doing good.”—Acts 10:38.

“Serving in Kindness”

But it is not enough that we simply are active
in seeking ways and means of blessing others by
bearing witness to the truth. We need, not only
to speak the truth, but also, to speak it in love,
in the spirit of kindness and sympathy, and with
a compassionate desire to truly bless the hearer.
Thus, an indwelling of the spirit of love will
prompt one to fight against the spirit of selfishness
which may cause him to actually be guilty of
biting and devouring others while he verily thinks
he is faithfully serving the Lord. True love,
reigning supreme in our hearts, will mellow our
every attitude, so that the words of truth eman-
ating from our lips, will be unctuous and blessed
to those who have an ear to hear. At least this is
the ideal for which we are to strive, and we
should be able to note development in this di-
rection as we, from year to year continue to learn
our lessons in the school of Christ.

Let us, then, continue to study the divine Word
that our knowledge of the divine plan may daily
become deeper and fuller. But let us do this, not
just for the sake of acquiring knowledge, but in
order that, through that knowledge, the spirit of
divine love may be more clearly discerned, and
that we thereby may be encouraged to fulfil the
requirements of love more faithfully in every de-
tail of our lives. Also, that we may be guided
in the exercise of love, thus walking humbly with
our God. Jesus said, “He that hath seen Me hath
seen the Father,” and may thus be measurably
true in our own lives. (John 14:9.) It will be true
indeed to the extent that we are emptied of self,
and the spirit of divine love takes possession of
us.

“Take my love, my God; 1 pour
At Thy feet its treasure-store;

Take myself—I wish to be
Ever, only, all for Thee.”
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FELLOWSHIP

“ Iy which we have seen and heard declare we unto

you, that ye also may have fellowship with us; and

truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
His Son Jesus Christ.”—I John 1:3.

CCORDING to the words of our text,
true Christian fellowship is of three-fold
character. (1) It is with the Heavenly
Father. (2)It is with His Son, Jesus.
And (3), It is with the fellow members of the
body of Christ, each one of whom has entered
into this blessed relationship with God. But the
term fellowship, as ordinarily used, does not ade-
quately convey the depth of meaning that the
apostle would have us understand as being em-
bodied in the blessed association that is ours in
the divine family. The Greek word here trans-
lated “fellowship” is Koinonia, the literal meaning
of which, according to Prof. Strong, is “partner-
ship.” What the apostle is really telling us, there-
fore, is, that the Christian has entered into a
“partnership” with the Heavenly Father, and with
His Son, and with the body members of the Christ.

We are accustomed to thinking of the Heavenly
Father as a loving Benefactor; and we rejoice in
the glorious assurance of His Word that while
we were yet sinners He sent His Son to die for
us; but in our text the apostle takes us beyond
the point of merely being recipients of divine
favors, and assures us that there is a possibility
of our being partners with God. This is strong
meat! It is difficult even today for us to grasp the
reality of what this means; but apparently it was
much more difficult in the apostle’s day for the
reason that the Jewish viewpoint was still strong
in the church, which meant that such a doctrine
could easily be construed as blasphemy.

In the divine providence it seems to have been
the Apostle John’s mission to introduce the church
into much of the depth of truth concerning this
partnership with God, particularly as it relates
to our being members of the divine family. The
Apostle Peter, in his first epistle, enlarges upon
it from the standpoint of the church’s share in the
sufferings of Christ and the consequent hope of
participating in His glory. St. Paul dwells upon
it considerably also from the standpoint of our
“fellowship” [partnership] in the sufferings of
Christ, and of being “coworkers” together with
God. (2 Cor. 6:1.) But it is the Apostle John that
approaches the subject more particularly from
the standpoint of our being members of the family
of God, and, as His sons, being partners in the
work He is doing.

True, the Apostle Paul, particularly in Romans
8, lays great stress upon the fact of our being the

- sons of God; but John takes us into the depths of

this doctrine, as he received it directly from the
Master Himself; thus helping us to see more fully
what it implies of blessed favor from the Heavenly
Father—a favor that makes possible the exaltation
of those who formerly were sinners, condemned
to death, to a position in the divine family as sons
of God, and as such, partners with Him. This
great truth seemed to greatly stir the apostle
causing him to write, “Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God.”—1 John 3:1.

Jesus, the Son of God

The outlook of sonship was evidently a very
blessed one to John, for it is in His Gospel that
we find so much about it, and where the fact of
Jesus’ sonship is so definitely emphasized. In
the other Gospels Jesus is presented to us as the
King and the Christ, or Messiah; but not until
we come to the Gospel of John do we learn so
much of His Sonship. While we may often think
of the Apostle John as the apostle of love—and
properly so—yet he was also a theologian, and
a very exact one. When introducing Jesus to us
as the Son of God, he exercises great care in ex-
plaining exactly who Jesus was, and how, as the
“Liogos,” He was made flesh and dwelt among us.
And, that He was the “only begotten of the father,
full of grace and truth.”—John 1:1-14,

John was very staunch on the importance of
this doctrine. Not only did he take the trouble
to outline carefully the details of how Jesus, as
the Son of God, had come in the flesh, but went
on record to the effect that any doctrine which
was not in harmony with this fact, could not be
of God. (1 John 4:1-3.) Thus we see, that while
John recognized the fundamental importance of
the operation of divine love among the people of
God, he was not willing to gloss over the evil in-
fluences of false doctrines in the church, and in
the name of love, to advocate the faith-destroying
policy of nominal churchianity which implies that
it doesn’t make much difference what we believe
as long as we live right.

The fact of Jesus being the Son of God was
strong meat for the Jews, and the majority of
them were not able to accept it. This doctrine
was one of the points of controversy during the
days of Jesus’ ministry and doubtless continued
so to be for sometime thereafter, especially where
the Jewish influence was strong in the church.
In John 10:33, the apostle quotes the Jews as
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saying to the Master: “Foxr a good work we stone
thee not; but for blasphemy; and because Thou,
being a man, makest Thyself God.” Here, then,
was one of the vital issues at stake in Jesus’ day,
the proper deciding of which had such an im-
portant bearing on whether or not one became a
true follower of the Master.

Today, although comparatively few understand
the manner in which Jesus was the Son of God,
He is so referred to by the whole nominal church
world. While John’s insistance on this point prob-
ably constituted him, in the eyes of Jewry, a spon-
sor of blasphemy, yet he doesn’t stop merely with
the identification of Jesus as a Son of God, but
adds that Jesus “came unto His own, and His
own received Him not; but as many as received
Him, to them gave He power [also] to becomec
the sons of God.” (John 1:11, 12)) Now if it was
difficult for the Jewish mind to become reconciled
to the thought that Jesus, the undefiled One, was
a Son of God, what depth of spiritual vision is
revealed in these words of the apostle in which
he assures us that by divine grace, even members
of the fallen, sin-cursed race may become related
to deity. As already noted, no wonder this be-
loved apostle wrote, “Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God.”

Sonship Truth Not Now Appreciated

As the entire nominal church world now, with-
out understanding what it means, applies the term
Son of God to Jesus; so likewise the thought of
sonship, as related to God, is also lightly and
erroneously applied to all mankind in the ex-
pression “Universal Fatherhood of God, and
brotherhood of man.” But this viewpoint did
not obtain in the days of the early church, so it
must have required great courage on the part of
the apostle to advocate a view that was so opposed
to the popular conception of religion in his day.
And, we wonder if today, among those of us who
are rejoicing in the light of Present Truth, all the
blessed implications of this sonship doctrine are
fully appreciated. Doubtless it was in order %o
help us grasp the importance of it that the apos-
tle, in our text, points out the fact that it means
a partnership with the Father.

That our being sons of God implies much more
than merely the thought of being redeemed by
Jesus, is brought to our attention by the Master
Himself in John 10:34-36. Here the Master is
replying to the Jewish charge that He was a blas-
phemer. In reply He asks, “Is it not written in
your law, I said, Ye are gods? If He called them
gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the
Scripture cannot be broken: say ye of Him, whom
the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
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world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am
the Son of God?”

Jesus’ quotation—“Ye are gods”—is from Psalm
82:6, and He tells us that the prophecy applies to
those to whom the Word of God was given. John,
in compiling the sayings of Jesus which were cal-
culated to throw light on this whole subject of
our partnership with the Father, leaves no doubt
as to whom the word of God was given, and there-
fore, to whom the expression, “ye are gods,” ap-
plies. On this point he quotes Jesus as saying,
“I have given them Thy Word.” And who, ex-
actly, are these to whom the Word is given?
Jesus identified them as the ones whom the Fath-
er had given to Him out of the world, and those,
also, who would believe on Him through the tes-
timony of these orginal ones to whom the Word
was given.—John 17:6-21.

What a powerful argument Jesus used to offset
the charge of blasphemy levelled against Him by
the Jews! If the Heavenly Father identified as
gods those members of the sinful race who be-
came disciples of the Lord, why should they think
it strange that Jesus should claim to be a Son of
God? But the Jews were not prepared for truth
of this kind, either as it applied to Jesus, or to
His disciples. John explains that those who be-
lieved on Jesus were, indeed, granted this, His
favor of sonship; and Jesus adds concerning them,
that they were given to Him by the Father, and
that none could pluck them out of His hands.
Compare John 10:24-29 with John 17:11, 12,

After telling us of the Father’s argument to
induct into the divine family those who truly be-
lieve on Him, Jesus adds, “I and my Father are
one.” (John 10:30.) And then, in John 17:20-24,
where Jesus makes the interests of His disciples
a matter of earnest prayer, He petitions the Fath-
er to continue the work of sanctification in their
lives that they may become one, even as He and
the Father are one, that upon the basis of this
oneness, they ultimately might share His glory,
and be with Him—“where I am.” All of this
must have impressed itself deeply upon the mind
of the Apostle John, for when he wrote his epis-
tle, he says, “It doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that, when. He shall appear,

.we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He

is.”—1 John 3:2.

It is well, also, to remember that it is this
same apostle who records the Master’s promise
to prepare a place for His disciples, and that
after preparing this place, He would come again
and receive them unto Himself, “that where I am,
there ye may be also.” (John 14:2, 3.) And it
is important to note how the apostle continues to
emphasize the fact that this glorious partnership
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with the. Father and with the Son is dependent

upon belief in and obedience to.the ward of God.

which reaches us.through: Jesus. .

Pa’rtnershtp of Glory and of Works

St. John not only pomts out to us the fact
of our sonship privileges in the divine partnershlp,
and that the overcomers are to share in the di-
vine glory, but he also gleaned from the teachings
of the Master the fact that there is a purpose
back of this partnership, a work to be accom-
plished by it. 'He quotes Jesus as saying, “Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on Me,
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do; because I go unto
My Father.”— (John .14:12)) What a glorious
thought, that we should be partners with God in
doing His works.

Jesus said, “Believest thou not that I am in
the Father, and the Father in Me? the words
that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself: but
the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the
works.” (John 14:10.) From this we see that even
the works Jesus did were not His works. No,
He was merely performing the works of His Fath-
er, as a partner with Him. 'And then comes the
astounding information that those who truly be-
lieve on Him shall, likewise, do these same works;
yea, even greater works than had up to that time
been performed by the Master What a partner-
ship! » :

Jesus was commissioned to handle the word
of life; and God has, likewise, committed unto us
the “ministry of reconciliation.” (2Cor. 5:17-21;
6:1.) Jesus healed the sick and raised the dead,
and if the church is to do these, and greater
works, it means that she will share with Him in
restoring the whole dead world to life, in God’s
due time. Jesus suffered and died, and it is our
privilege to suffer and die with Him—AS He suf-
fered and AS He died—sacrificially. It is this
that-Paul is emphasizing when he writes of the
“fellowship [partnership] of His sufferings.”—
Phil. 3:10.

Divine Partnership the Basis of Cooperation

Coming back to our text with the thoughts in
mind of our oneness with the Father and with the
Son in all things pertaining to the divine pro-
gram of reconciling the lost world, we can see
how wonderfully specific it is in setting forth
the only workable basis of cooperation among be-
lievers. John says, “That which we have seen
and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may
have fellowship [partnership] with us.” Compare
John 17:20. Notice the purpose of this declar-
ation of truth concerning the Sonship of Jesus;
namely, “That ye also may have fellowship
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[partnership] with us.”  Not only does the apos-
tle thus make it plain that the basis of this fel-
lowship is belief in the truth, but by comparing
this' statement with the apostle’s report of what
the Master Himself said about it, it becomes evi-
dent that the great truth of Jesus’ oneness with
the Father, and of our oneness with the Father
arid the Son in the outworking of the divine
purpose for the blessing of mankind, is the par-
ticular point that John is here emphasizing. And
how could we have fellowship with each other
unless we are able fo recognize that the basis of
that fellowship is the fact of our mutual pariner-
ship with the Father and with the Son?

When an earthly partnership is formed for the
purpose of carrying out some business project,
it is certainly essential that those who are parties
to the covenant are agreed as to its implications,
and fully prepared to carry out its terms. How
much more true this must be of our partnership
with the Heavenly Father and with His Son! If
we think of “fellowship” as involving merely the
matter of the exchange of thoughts pertaining
to what the Bible teaches or does not teach, then
of course, one’s outlook could be different as to
what constitutes the basis for such an interchange
of thought. But when we realize that fellowship,
from the Scriptural standpoint, really means a
partnership with ‘each other, based upon our
partnership with God' in the outworking of the
great plan of the ages, it behooves us all to look
well to the Word of God to make sure that we
are so conforming our lives to the terms of the
partnership, that we will continue to be worthy
of the high favor of God which constitutes us His
sons, and co-workers with Him,

The Message

In 1 John 1:5 the apostle summarizes the sig-
nificance of the truths which He learned from the
life and teachings of Jesus, saying, “This then
is the message which we have heard of Him,
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him
is no darkness at all.” From this the apostle
concludes that “If we say we have fellowship
[partnership] with Him, and walk in darkness,
we lie, and do not the truth. But if we walk
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.”—1 John
1:6, 7.

The term light, as here used, is synonymous
with truth. Pilate asked Jesus the question,
“What is truth?” and if we should ask the ques-
tion today, “What is light?” the answer would be
the same as Jesus gives us in John 17:17; namely,
“Thy Word is truth”—the revelation of truth,
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or light, pertaining to God and His plan for the
salvation of the human réc_e, e

This truth, or light, of God reaches us through
two closely allied channels; namely, the written
Word and the Living Word. ‘The written Word
we have in the Bible, and the Living Word we
have in Jesus. Jesus’ perfect interpretation of
the written Word through His teachings and life,
is one of the primary means by which we are now
able to comprehend the will of God for us as we
endeavor to follow His footsteps. John says of
Jesus, “In Him was life; and the life was the
light of men.”—John 1:4.

Jesus had life because He was wholly at one
with the Father. As the Logos He was an obedi-
ent Son of God; and after being made flesh, He
continued to be obedient, Born under the Law,
He kept that law perfectly, thus He possessed the
reward of the Law, which was life. Hence the
life possessed by Jesus, being His by virtue of
obedience to the divine will, is the light of men;
that is, it reveals the manner in which others,
also, may have life. The Psalmist puts the mat-
ter thus: “In His favor is life.” (Psa. 30:5.) The
fact, therefore, that Jesus had life, was evidence
that He was in favor with God. He was in favor
with God because He was obedient to Him; and
all this reveals the light, or the true basis upon
which anyone can have God’s favor and live.

Jesus Sanctified By the Truth

Jesus prayed on behalf of His disciples, saying,
“Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy Word
is truth. As Thou hast sent Me into the world,
even so have I also sent them into theaworld.
And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they
also might be sanctified through the truth.”
(John 17:17-19.) Here is revealed the manner by
which Jesus’ oneness with the Father was es-
tablished and maintained; namely, through the
sanctifying power of the truth. This truth—God’s
will for the Master~—~had been recorded by the
spirit of God in the Old Testament Scriptures,
and when Jesus entered into His covenant of sac-
rifice with the Father, He agreed to do all that
was written of Him in the volume of the Book.
By living up to this agreement He became sanc-
tified, or set apart to perform His share in the
glorious partnership He enjoyed with the Father.
Thus, not only was He faithful Himself, but by
His faithfulness, He pointed out the way for us
to similarly be wholly set apart to the carrying
out of our partnership contract.

If then, we “walk in the light”’—the light that
emanates from God, as recorded in the written
Word, and exemplified in the Living Word—“we
have fellowship [partnership] one with another.”
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(1 John 1:7.) And what a blessed partnership it
is! Concerriing one phase of it, Jesus said, “As
Thou [the Father] hast sent Me into the world,
even so have I also sent them into the world.”
(John 17:18.) Can we grasp the reality of the
partnership expressed by these words? Perhaps
not as fully as we ought, but certainly they im-
ply the glorious privilege of being co-workers with
the Father in the reconciliation and salvation of
the world.

Partnership Possible Through the Blood

The apostle seemed to anticipate the strain that
would be placed upon our faith in order to believe
that we actually have a part in the great divine
program that is being worked out through Christ.
Hence, after telling us that if we walk in the light,
we do, indeed, enjoy this wondrous partnership,
he is quick to add that the ‘blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7.)
This being true it means that we are placed in
a position of holiness before the Lord wherein
our labor and sacrifice are acceptable to Him. Yes,
as the apostle adds in the next chapter, “He is
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”
(1 John 2:2.) This means that even though we
are by nature sinners, we can actually become
“gods, sons of the Highest,” and partners with
Him.

In the second chapter of his epistle John car-
ries us still deeper into the profound truth of
this divine partnership. He has already, in chap-
ter 1, stressed the fact that our fellowship is de-
pendent upon our walking in the light; and now
he lays down the further condition of our being
obedient to the commands of God as a prerequis-
ite to being in the light, or in the truth—“He that
saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His com-
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”
—1 John 2:4.

But O the glorius result of keeping His Word—
“But whoso keepeth His Word, in him verily is
the love of God perfected: hereby know we that
we are in Him.” (1John 2:5.) It is important
to note how the apostle, in the text just quoted,
begins to associate the thought of obeying the
commands of God, and obeying the truth, with
that of divine love, and the manner in which di-
vine love should operate among those who claim
to be in this glorious partnership with the Father.
He sums up the thought by saying, “He that loveth
his brother abideth in the light, and there is none
occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth
his brother is in darkness, and walketh in dark-
ness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because
that darkness hath blinded his eyes.”-—1 John 2:
10, 11.
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True nght Reveals and Inspires Love

John’s' manner of assoc1at1ng love so directly
with our partnership in the divine family is easily
understood in the light of what he records in
his Gospel concerning the operation of divine
love. “God so loved the world,” he tells us,”
“that He gave His only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have eternal life.” (John 3:16.) From this we see
that divine love was the motivating principle in

the partnership existing between the Heavenly

Father and His beloved Son. And then Jesus
prayed, “As Thou hast sent Me into the world,
even so have I also sent them into the world.”—
John 17:18.

If it was love that prompted the Father to
send Jesus into the world, and Jesus sent His
brethren upon the same basis, then we can see
how utterly impossible it would be for anyone
to be in this partnership with the Father and with
the Son except as He, too, is actuated by the
principle of love. To hate one’s brother, or any-
one else, for that matter, would automatically
constitute a breech of the partnership contract.

Viewed from this standpoint, the terms light
and love, are seen to be to some extent synony-
mous. That is, true light, the light in which God
dwells, the light which constitutes His will for us,
reveals the divine principle of love as being the
reason back of the entire plan of salvation. This
being true, for one to fail to imbibe this spirit
of love from his knowledge of the truth, would
imply, by default at least, a disobedience to the
light, a contradiction of the great objective of the
whole divine plan in which he professes to be a
partner.

‘But we should remember that the applications,
operations and manifestations of divine love must
be governed by the terms of our partnership,
if we are to be wholly faithful. The apostle, for
example, did not hate anyone, yet he hesitated
not to call attention to the fact that there were
in the company of the believers of his day those
who subverted the truth. Also, that there were
“false prophets,” abroad in the land, and that it
was necessary to “try the spirits,” or doctrines,
in order that they might know whether or not
they were of God. (1 John 2:18, 19; 4:1-3.) True
love for the brethren at times requires that an
alarm be sounded when they are in danger.

In short, true love, the divine love that should
permeate every phase of our fellowship with the
Father, and with the Son, and with each other,
is a love that will lead to sacrifice, to a laying
down of our lives for the brethren. Indeed, this
spirit of sacrificial love is the very essence, so to
speak, of our partnership in the work of God,
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‘becauge “He [Christ] laid down His life for us:

and ‘we ought to lay. down ‘our lives for the breth-
ren.” (1 John 3:16.) Again, “And we have known
and believe the love that God hath to us. God
is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him.”—-1 John 4:16.

In going over the siibject of our fellowship,
or partnership, in the divine arrangements for the
blessing of the world of mankind, as presented
to us by the Apostle' John, we have, as it were,
merely skimmed the surfdce of what he says in
his Gospel and in his first epistle concerning it,
The reader will find ‘a great blessing by going
over these two books of the New Testament, and
noting all that the writer touches upon relative
to the high exaltation of the church in this glo-
rious partnership with God; and of how God
through Christ and the church, reveals the light
of His love for the blessing of mankind.

In closing, it is interesting to note that Paul,
in 1 Corinthians 10: 16, uses the same Greek word,
Koinonia, that is tramslated ‘fellowshlp” in jour
text, when he speaks of our “communion,” or
partnership in the blood and in the body of Christ.
Yes, it is a partnership in Christ’s sufferings and
sacrificial work now, and later, if faithful, it will
mean a partnership in His glory, as kings and
priests unto God, to reign on [Greek, epi, over]
the earth.—Rev. 5:10.
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PAUL
ESTABLISHES CHURCHES

April 16—Acts 14:1-7, 19-23

1 And it came to pass in Iconium,
that they went both together into
the synagogue of the Jews, and so
spake, that a great multitude both
of the Jews and also of the Greeks
believed. ’

2 But the unbelieving Jews stir-
red up the Gentiles;, and made
their minds evil affected against the
brethren.

3 Long time therefore abode they
speaking boldly in the Lord, which
gave testimony unto the word of
His grace, and granted signs and
wonders to be done by their hands.

4 But the multitude of the city
was divided: and part held with the
Jews, and part with the apostles.

5 And when there was an as-
sault made both of the Gentiles,
and also of the Jews with their
rulers, to use them despitefully, and
to stone them,

6 They were aware of it, and fled
into Lystra and Derbe, cities of
Lyconia, and unto the region that
lieth round about.

7 And there they preached the
gospel. ‘

19 And there came thither cer-
tain Jews from Antioch and Icon-
ium, who persuaded the people, and,
having stoned Paul, drew him out
g‘f t(lixe city, supposing he had been

ead.

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood
round about him, he rose up, and
came into the city: and the next
day he departed with Barnabas to
Derbe.

21 And when they had preached
the gospel to that city, and had
taught many, they returned again
to Lystra, and to Iconium and An-
tioch,

22 Confirming the souls .of the
disciples, and exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and that we
must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God.

23 And when they had ordained
them elders in every church, and
had prayed with fasting, they com-
mended them to the Lord, on whom
they believed.

GOLDEN TEXT: As a wise master-
builder, I have laid the foundation,
and another buildeth thereon.—

1 Corinthian 3:10.

SEF)HEN Paul and Barnabas
E B! preached the gospel at An-
”'m% tioch in Pisidia, we are told

=3 that the whole city turned
out to hear the word of God. “But
when the Jews saw the multitudes,
they were filled with envy, and
spake against those things which
were spoken by Paul, contradicting
and blaspheming. Then Paul and
Barnabas waxed bold and said, It
was necessary that the word of God
should first have been spoken to
you: but seeing ye put it from you,
and judge yourselves unworthy of
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the
Gentiles.”—Acts 13:45, 46.

When the two faithful emissaries
of the cross reached Iconium, they
entered into the synagogue and
preached Christ so effectively that
many of the Jews and of the Greeks
accepted the message as being from
God. But here the unbelieving
Jews gave strong opposition to the
new teachings and stirred up the
multitude so that a plot was formed
to destroy the two men who so
boldly proclaimed the truth. Paul
and Barnabas, therefore, instead of
offering defiance, as some would
probably have done, remembered
Jesus’ words, “When they shall
persecute you in one city, flee ye to
another,” and so they fled to Lys-
tra and Derbe, and there they
preached the gospel.

It was at Lystra that Paul healed
the impotent man, and the people
were so amazed that they exclaimed,
“The Gods are come down to us in
the likeness of men.” And they
called Barnabas, Jupiter, and Paul,
Mercurius. And the priest of Ju-
piter brought oxen and garlands to
the gates and would have offered
sacrifice to the two men. But Paul
and Barnabas rent their clothes and
ran in among the people crying out,
saying, “Sirs, why do ye these
things? We also are men of like
passions with you, and preach unto
you that ye should turn from these

vanities unto the living God, which
made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and all things that are there-
in.”—Acts 14:15.

The people were still much im-
pressed with the power exercised
by these men when there came
certain Jews from Antioch and
Iconium, who turned the minds of
the hearers against the new teach-
ers so that they stoned Paul and bore
him out of the city, believing him to
be dead. This incident shows how
changeable is the mood of the mul-
titude. Shortly before the death of
Jesus the people were shouting,
“Blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord,” and five days
later they were ecrying, “Crucify
Him, crucify 'Him.” ' :

So the faithful Paul was stoned,
but it was not God’s will that he
should die at this time. No doubt
he remembered the experience of
Stephen and the part that he, Paul,
had played in the martyrdom of the
noble disciple. Paul still had work
to do for the Master. So he and
Barnabas continued on in the ser-
vice, “confirming the souls of the
disciples, and exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and that we
must through much tribulation en-
ter into the kingdom of God. And
when they had ordained them el-
ders in every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they com-
mended them to the Lord, on Whom
they believed.” Thus they did all
things “decently and in order,” and
we know that the election of elders
is the divine order of things for
the church.

QUESTIONS:
Tell of the experiences of Paul
and Barnabas in Antioch, Pisidia.

How did the two preachers get
along in Iconium?

What happened at Lystra?

What is the greatest of all stabil-
izing -powers to a Christian, and
how does this affect him?

. What is the practical value of
tribulation to the Christian?
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PAUL WINS RECOGNITION
FOR GENTILE CHRISTIANS

April 23—Acts 15:23-29;
Gal. 2:1, 2, 9, 10

23 And they wrote letters by
them after this manner; The apos-
tles and elders and brethren send
greeting unto the brethren which
are of the Gentiles in Antioch and
Syria and Cilicia:

24 Forasmuch as we have heard,
that certain which went from us
have troubled you with words sub-
verting your souls, saying, Ye must
be circumcised, and keep the law:
to whom we gave no such com-
mandment:

25 It seemed good unto us, being
assembled with one accord, to send
chosen men unto you with our be-
loved Barnabas and Paul,

26 Men that have hazarded their
lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

27 We have sent therefore Judas
and Silas, who shall also tell you
the same things by mouth.

28 For it seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us, to lay upon you no
greater burden than these neces-
sary things;

29 That ye abstain from meats
offered to idols, and from blood,
and from things strangled, and from
fornication: from which if ye keep
yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare
ye well.

Gal. 2:1 Then fourteen years after
I went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, and took Titus with me
also.

2 And I went up by revelation,
and communicated unto them that
gospel which I preach among the
Gentiles, but privately to them
which were of reputation, lest by
any means I should run, or had run,
in vain.

2 And when James, Cephas, and
John, who seemed to be pillars,
perceived the grace that was given
unto me, they gave to me and Bar-
nabas the right hands of fellowship;
that we should go unto the heathen,
and they unto the circumcision.

10 Only they would that we
should remember the poor; the
same which I also was forward to

do.

GOLDEN TEXT: A man is not jus-
tified by the works of the law, but
by the faith of Jesus Christ.
—Gal. 2:16.

<3y | HE question at issue in the
A » early church at this partic-

(54 . .
ol lar time was a very impor-

tant one; for certain Ju-
daizing teachers had been claiming
that faith in Christ as the one and
only means of salvation was. not
sufficient, but was merely some-
thing added to the law of Moses.
Since this struck at the very foun-
dation of the Christian religion,
it had to be summarily dealt with.
Considerable excitement prevailed
in the church at Antioch over this
question, and Paul and Barnabas
zealously proclaimed the truth of
the saving grace that is in Christ
Jesus, as entirely separate and
apart from the works of the law,
which had proved ineffectual be-
cause of inherited weaknesses due
to the fall of man from original sin.

In order that the Gentile converts
might be fully informed concern-
ing this matter, Paul and Barnabas
were sent to Jerusalem, a distance
of some three hundred miles, and
there had a religious conference
with the apostles and elders of the
church. At first there was a dif-
ference of opinion expressed by
various ones at this conference.
Then Peter arose and told the as-
sembled brethren about his vision
of clean and unclean beasts, and
how God had showed him that he
was not to call the Gentiles com-
mon or unclean, and that there was
to be no difference between them
and the Jews. Therefore he urged
that it would be wrong to attempt
to put a yoke upon the necks of the
disciples which neither they nor
their fathers had been able to bear.
For, he said, “We believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ we [Jews] shall be saved,
even as they [the Gentiles].”—
Acts 15:11.

Paul and Barnabas then related
their experiences among the Gen-
tiles, and finally James arose and
said, “Men and brethren, hearken
unto me: Simeon hath declared how
that God at the first did visit the
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Gentiles, to take out of them a peo-
ple for His name. And to this agree
the words' of the prophets; as it is
written, 'After this I will return,
and will build again the tabernacle
of David, which is fallen down; and
I will build again the ruins thereof,
and I will set it up: that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord,
and all the Gentiles, upon whom My
pame is called, saith the Lord, Who
doeth .all these things.”—Acts 15:
13, 17. .

The, blessing of the Jews was first
in order, and then through them,
as ‘an agency, it was to go to the
Gentiles. ' “Wherefore,” said James,
“my sentence is, that we trouble
not them, which from among the
Gentiles' are turned to God” He
then suggests that they abstain
from pollitions of idols, and from
things strangled and from blood,
since they would thus avoid being
stumbling ,blocks to their Jewish
brethren. .The advice of James was
well received at the council, and
the apostles and elders decided to
act upon'it. Then it was that Paul
and Barnabas went forth and bore
tidings of the matter to the church
at Antioch.

Faith' in Christ and in His re-
redemptive work is still the way of
salvation, By means of this gospel
the church is being selected, .and
ere long the completed work of the
Gospel age will testify to the effica-
cy of this great message which God
has been using. In the Millennial
age Christ will be lifted up for all,
and as the great Sun of righteous-
ness, He,” in company with the
church, will shine forth with heal-
ing power as the great Sun of
Righteousness for the blessing of all
the families of the earth.—Mal. 4:2.

QUESTIONS:
What was the doctrinal matter at

issue in the church at this time?

How was the false teaching dealt
with?

What did James say to the coun-
cil? "

How had the Mosaic law failed?

Just wherein lies the power of
faith in Christ?
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PAUL
CROSSES INTO EUROPE
April 30—Acts 15:36; 16: 4-15

Acts 15:36 And some days after
Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us
go again and visit our brethren in
every city where we have preached
the word of the Lord, and see how
they do.

Acts 16:4 And as they went
through ‘the cities they delivered
them the decrees for to keep, that
were ordained of the apostles and
elders which were at Jerusalem.

5 And so were the churches es-
tablished in the faith, and increas-
ed in number daily.

6 Now when they had gone
throughout Phrygia and the region
of Galatia, and were forbidden of
the Holy Spirit to preach the word
in Asia,

7 After they were come to Mysia,
they assayed to go into Bithynia:
but the Spirit suffered them not.

8 And they passing by Mysia,
came to Troas. '

9 And a vision appeared to Paul
in the night; There stood a man of
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying,
Come over into Macedonia, and
help us.

10 And after he had seen the vis-
ion, immediately we endeavored to
go into Macedonia, assuredly gath-
ering that the Lord had called us
for to preach the Gospel unto them.

11 Therefore loosing from Troas,
we came with a straight course to
Samothracia, and the next day to
Neapolis;

12 And - from thence to Philippi,
which is the chief city of that part
of Macedonia, and a colony: and
we were in that city abiding cer-
tain days.

13 And on the Sabbath we went
out of the city by a river side,
where prayer was wont to be made;
and we sat down, and spake unto
the women which resorted thither.

14 And a certain woman named
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city
of Thyatira, which worshipped God,
*heard us: whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul.

15 And when she was baptized,
and her household, she besought us,
saying, If ye have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my
house, and abide there. And she
constrained us. "

GOLDEN TEXT: After he had seen
the vision, immediately we endeav-

ored to go into Macedonia.
—Acts 16:10.

AUL and Silas had gone
through Galatia and Phry-
gia. Then the question
arose, Where next? It was
the apostle’s thought that they go
into Asia. But for some reason the
Lord interfered with this plan.
Then the missionaries turned their
attention northward to go into the
province of Bithynia, but again_the
divine Spirit prevented them from
carrying their intention into effect.
So they moved onward toward the
coast—to Troas, wondering just
what their next move was to be,
and here it was that Paul had a
vision of a man in Macedonia, be-
seeching him to come over there
and help them.

Just as soon as the heralds of the
cross were assured of the Lord’s
guidance, they lost no ‘time, but
went to the city of Philippi. Here
they found no synagogue, but a
place was discovered on the river’s
bank where services were custom-
arily held. It is believed that a
temporary shed had been erected
here, and this place served Paul’s
purpose for delivering his message,
for this was not a message designed
especially for the lowest element
in society, but rather for those suf-
ficiently devout to meet together
to worship the one true God.

The apostle’s discourse is not set
down in holy writ. However, we
know that he must have told his
hearers about the great Abrahamic
promise and how it was in course
of being fulfilled. He must have
explained about the coming of
Christ, His death on Calvary, His
resurrection, and the call of cer-
tain ones to be His disciples. This
call was open to those before Him.
It was a wonderful privilege to ac-
cept this truth and to come into the
relationship of sons of God through
the begetting of the divine spirit,
and to follow in the footsteps of
the Master so that the crown of
life, promised to the faithful, might
be gained. Soon this opportunity
will be past, and then restitution
blessings will go to the world.
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Among Paul’s hearers was a wo-
man from Thyatira. Her name was
Lydia. She was in the city on
business, for she was a seller of
purple dye, and perhaps of purple
cloth. The process of dyeing at
that time was a secret and was
quite profitable. Therefore Lydia
was probably in comfortable circum-
stances, and was also rich in faith
toward God. Moreover, she had an
honest heart and was humble
enough to accept the truth when she
heard it. She was drawn therefore
to faith in the divine message not
by any miracle but simply by the
power of the truth itself; for mighty
indeed is the word of God in the
overthrowing of strongholds of
error and in the setting up of the
citadel of faith in the hearts of be-
lievers.

Having received the truth with
joy, Lydia sought to find some
means whereby to express her ap-
preciation of this great favor. So
she placed at the disposal of the
servants of the Lord the hospitality .
of her home. This was a thing that
lay within her power to do. The
Lord does not ask anyone to do
impossiblities, but merely to em-
ploy the pounds and talents that
have been given him., Lydia wished
to worthily serve the Lord in any
capacity. Let us emulate her ex-
ample, and thus “shew forth the
praises of Him who hath called us
out of darkness into His marvellous
light,”—1 Pet. 2:9.

QUESTIONS:

How were Paul and Silas directed
in their missionary journey?

How does God direct His people
today?

What method did Paul pursue up-
on reaching Philippi?

Name some of the things that
may be used in the divine service
today.

In what ways does the spirit of
hospitality manifest itself?

Name an outstanding character of
the Old Testament who showed
hospitality to strangers and received
divine blessings for so doing.
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PAUL WORKS
A HARD FIELD

May 7T—Acts 18:1, 4-11; 1 Cor. 2:1-5

1 After these things Paul depart-
-ed thfrorn Athens, and came to Cor-
inth,

4 And he reasoned in the syna-
gogue every sabbath, and persuad-
ed the Jews and the Greeks.

5 And when Silas and Timotheus
. were come from Macedonia, Paul
was pressed in the spirit, and testi-
fied to the Jews that Jesus was
Christ.

6 And when they opposed them-
selves, and blasphemed, he shook
his raiment, and said unto them,
Your blood 'be upon your own
heads; I am clean: from henceforth
I will go unto the Gentiles.

7 And he departed thence, and
entered into a certain man’s house,
named Justus, one that worshipped
God, whose house joined hard to
the synagogue.

8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of
the synagogue, believed on the Lord
with all his house; and many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and
were baptized.

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul
in the night by a vision, Be not
afraid, but speak, and hold not thy
peace:

10 For I am with thee, and no
man shall set on thee to hurt thee:
for I have much people in this city.

11 And he continued there a year
and six months, teaching the word
of God among them.

1 Cor. 2:1 And I, brethren, when
I came to you, came not with ex-
cellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of
God.

2 For I determined not to know
anything among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified.

3 And I was with you in weak-
ness, and in fear, and in much
trembling.

4 And my speech and my preach-
ing was not with enticing words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power:

5 That your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power of God.

GOLDEN TEXT: I can do all things,

through Christ which strength-
eneth me.—Phil. "4:13.

AUL had given a fine testi-
mony in Athens, a city of
i culture and intellectual ad-
’ vancement. After leaving
that place, he went to Corinth, a
city of a very mixed population.
This city had the reputation of be-
ing very wicked, yet this was not
the reason why the gospel was
carried there. Right in Corinth in-
deed, were those who loved right-
eousness and truth, and these were
the ones to whom the saving mes-
sage was sent.

z
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Upon his arrival in Corinth the
apostle found Aquila and Priscilla.
These had been exiled from Rome.
As they were of the same trade as
Paul he took up his abode with
them.

As God would have the gospel go
first to the Jews and then to the
Gentiles, the Apostle went on the
sabbath to the Jewish synagogue.
As persons of ability were per-
mitted to speak to the congrega-
tion, Paul availed himself of this
opportunity.

Soon Silas and Timothy appeared
on the scene, and must have af-
forded much encouragement to the
Apostle by their presence, for the
majority of the hearers opposed the
speaker and blasphemed his doc-
trine. When many of the people
had thus manifested their unworthi-
ness of the truth, Paul shook his
raiment and said, “Your blood be
upon your own heads; I am clean;
from henceforth I will go unto the
Gentiles.”

But Paul found a treasure in
Crispus, the chief ruler of the syn-
agogue. Then the Lord gave Paul
a vision, which further encouraged
him. He said, “Be not afraid, but
speak, and hold not thy peace: for
1 am with thee, and no man shall
set on thee to hurt thee.” So Paul
continued there a year and six
months, preaching the word of God
among them.

Some of Paul’s finest letters were
penned to the Corinthian Chris-
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tians. It was to them that he ex-
plained the nature of the High Call-
ing of this Gospel age, saying, “Ye
see your calling, brethren, how that
not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble,
are called. But God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world
to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the
world, and things which are de-
spised, hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to
naught things that are: that no
flesh should glory in His presence.”
—1 Cor. 1:26-29.

Writing to the Corinthians con-
cerning the Christian ministry the
Apostle’ said, “In all things approv-
ing ourselves as the ministers of
God, in much patience, in afflic-
tions, in necessities, in distresses,
in stripes, in imprisonments, in tu-
mults, in labors, in watchings, in
fastings: by pureness, by knowl-
edge, by longsuffering, by kindness,
by the Holy Spirit, by love un-
feigned, by the word of truth, by
the power of God, by the armour
of righteousness on the right hand
and on the left, by honour and dis-
honor, hy evil report and good re-
port: asg deceivers, and yet true;...
as sarrowful, yet always rejoicing;
as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing
all things.”—2 Cor. 6:4-10.

Thus in all things Paul was faith-
ful in his ministry and set a shining
exaniple by which we may profit
today. Let us seek to follow him
even as he followed the Lord. And
let us: do this no mattef what the
cost may be.

QUESTIONS:

Where did Paul go on the sabbath
day?

What: did the speaker say to the
opponents of the truth?

How did God encourage
Apostle? v

Tell some things that Paul wrote
to the Corinthian Christians.

What is the best method to follow

in preaching the gospel as exemp-
lified by Paul’s preaching?

the
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PAUL EVANGELIZES
A PROVINCE
May 14—Acts 19:1, 8-10; zo 17-21,
Eph. 2:19-22 ..

1 And it came to pass that, while
Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having
passed through the wupper .coasts
came to Ephesus: and ﬁndlng cer-
tain disciples,

8 He, went into the synagogue,
and spake boldly for the: space of
three months, disputing and: per-
suading the thmgs concernmg the
kingdom of God.

9 But when divers were ‘harden-
ed, and believed not, but spake evil
of that way before the multitude,
he departed from them, and separ-
ated the disciples, dlsputm,g daily
in the school of one Tyrapnus.

10 And this continued . by the
space of two years; so that.all they
which dwelt in Asia heard the word
of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and
Greeks.

20:17 And from Mlletus he sent
to Ephesus, and called the elders of
the church.

18 And when they were éome to
him, he said unto them, Ye. know,
from the first day that I ¢ame into
Asia, after what manner ‘I have
been with you at all seasons,

19 Serving the Lord with all hu-
mility of mind, and with many
tears, and temptations, which befell
me by the lying in wait of the Jews:

20 And how I kept back .nothing
that was profitable unto -you, but
have shewed you, and have taught
yvou publicly, and from house to
house,

21 Testifying both to the Jews,
and also to the Greeks, repentance
toward God, and faith toward pur
Lord Jesus Christ. s

Eph. 2:19 Now therefore ye are
no more strangers and: foreigners,
but fellowcitizens with the saints,
-and of the household of God;

20 And are built upon the foun-
dation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself be’i’ngl the
chief corner stone;

21 In Whom all the ' building
fitly framed together groweth into
an holy temple in the Lord:

22 In Whom ye also are. builded
together for an habitation of God
through the spirit.

GOLDEN TEXT: But now, m Chrlst

Jesus ye who sometimes were far

off are made nigh by the blood of
~ Christ.—Ephesians 2:13.

A0 the Ephesians the Apos-
R tle gave some splendid
N counsel. Among other vital

things he said, “I...beseech

you that you walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called,
with all lowliness and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; endeavoring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are call-
ed in one hope of your calling; one

Lord, one faith, one baptism, one

God and Father of all, Who is

above all, and through all, and in

you all.”—Eph. 4:1-6.

Then he tells them that they are
built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner
stone. God, says the Apostle, is
building a great temple. It is a
structure unseen by the natural eye.
The materials used in forming its
various parts are taken out of the

world, being just humble men and
women of this gospel age. It is
symmetrically shaped and fitted to-
gether according to the design of
the great Master Builder. It is held
together by the power of love and
by faith in God. It is a wonderful
thing to belong to a temple like this,
since it is to last not merely for
time but for eternity, and in the fu-
ture age is to shine forth with tran-
scendent glory for the blessing of
the world.

“God is building every day

A temple the world may not see,
Building, building every day.
He builds for eternity.”

We read that Paul preached re-
pentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.
These are two very important
things. Repentance has been de-
fined as “sorrow for sin and a sin-
cere effort to forsake it.” That
would seem like a good definition.
Unless one is sorry for sin, he will
never try to get away from it. And
as for faith in Christ, that is an
indispensable element in the Chris-
tian life, for “without faith it is
impossible to please Him [God].”
“l am the way, the truth and the
life,” said Jesus. “No man cometh
to the Father but by me.” Our

.The Dawn
Lord also describes Himself as the
door to the sheep-fold.

The Apostle Paul did not re-
ceive much recognition for his faith-
ful service. The pathway he pur-
sued was a rough and thorny one.
The truth was not popular in that
day, and it is not popular in our
day. God’s service calls for the
exercise of a great deal of faith
and stamina at the present time,
even as it always has been required.
It calls for the whole armor of
righteousness, and especially for the
use of the shield of faith and the
sword of the spirit, which is the
Word of God. “Building up your-
selves on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Spirit, keep
yourselves in the love of God,”
wrote Jude. Surely this is excell-
ent advice. Faith in Christ’'s re-
demptive work, and love for God
and for His people, will surely win
for us the divine approval and, in’
the end, a crown of life that fadeth

not away, eternal in the heavens.

QUESTIONS:

What were some of the helpful
things that Paul said to the Ephes-
ians?

What temple is God building?
How is He constructing it? Where
is He getting His material?

What was the substance of Paul’s
preaching?

What elements of character does
faithful service call for today?

What counsel does Jude give?
How can we best put it into prac-
tice?

FREE TRACTS

As world conditions become in-
creasingly distressing, people are
more likely to be interested in
reading something that will furnish
a ray of light as to the outcome.
This makes it more than ever a
privilege to distribute tracts bear-
ing the Kingdom message. We have
tracts on a wide variety of subjects.
Send for samples, or order in quan-
tities. Some of the more popular
subjects are:

“The Coming World Dictator”

“Earth’s Coming Glory”

“Do You Know”

The Dawn .
136 Fulton St., Brooklyn, N.Y.




CHILDREN'S:
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Daniel the Beloved of God

ANIEL was a man of great courage and of
L] true loyalty to God,” said Uncle Eb. “He
'Y was one of the great characters of the Old
Testament, for he always stood on the
side of right. Now Daniel, being a good man, had
his enemies, who were jealous of him; for he oc-

cupied a high position in the kingdom, These -

enemies, therefore, conspired together to see how
they could injure his religion, for he was a Jew
and worshipped the true God of ‘heaven.

“Well, all the presidents of the kingdom, the
governors, the princes, the captains and the coun-
sellors sent certain representatives to the king to
tell him that they would like him to sign a de-
cree stating that any person who would make a
petition to any man or god except the king him-
self for thirty days should be cast into a den of
lions. And King Darius, the king of Persia,
signed the decree.

“Now when Daniel knew that this writing had
been signed, he went into his house, and with his
windows opened, three times a day he kneeled
down and prayed, and gave thanks to God, as he
had formerly been accustomed to do.

“Then Daniel’s enemies found him praying to
God, and thought that they had found good cause
against him. So they went and told the king
what they had seen, saying that Daniel had set
the decree at naught, and ought to suffer the
penalty. Now the king thought very highly of
Daniel, and he tried very hard to deliver his favor-
ite, but the laws of the the Medes and the Per-
sians did not change, so it just seemed that the
king could do nothing and that Daniel was
doomed.

“Well, I guess all of you have seen a lion, or a
number of lions in a cage, but probably not a den
of lions. The lion has been called ‘the king of
beasts.” He is a large, fierce, terrible animal, and
his roar is such that it terrifies other animals of
the wilds. A man wouldn’t stand much chance
with one lion to face, much less a den of such
monsters. But there was one thing that the
princes did not reckon on, and that was that God

might interfere in this matter. Yet King Darius
did think of this, for he said to the prophet, ‘Your
God, whom you serve, He: will deliver you.’

“Then the king went to his palace and passed
the night fasting, and he could not sleep for wor-
rying about Daniel.

“Early in the morning,’ King Darius went has-
tily to ‘the den of lions, and he cried unto his
favorite, saying, ‘O Daniel, servant of the living
God, is your God, whoin you serve continually,
able to deliver you from the lions?”

“Daniel said, ‘O king,: live for ever. My God
has sent His angel and hasishut the lions’ mouths,
that they have not hurt me: because I am in-
nocent, nor have I done any wrong before you.’

“And oh, how glad thé king was to hear these
words! He commanded that they should take

‘Daniel up out of the den, and what a joyful meet-

ing that must have been between the king and his
favorite counsellor. Then. the king commanded
that those men who had accused Daniel be cast
into the den of lions, arid this was done to them,
and the lions destroyed thém all.

“Then King Darius wréte to all parts of his
empire, and said, ‘Peace ‘be multiplied unto you.
I make a decree, that in every part of my domin-
ion men tremble and :fear before the God of
Daniel: for He is the living God, and stedfast for-
ever, and His kingdom $hall not be destroyed,
and His dominion shall be even unto the end. He
delivers and rescues, and works signs and wonders
in heaven and in earth, Who has delivered Daniel
from the power of the lions.’

“So Daniel prospered in the days of Darius, and
in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

“One night Daniel had a vision of his own—a
kind of dream. In his dream he thought he saw
the four winds of the earth strive together on
the sea. And then he saw. four great, fierce-look-
ing beasts come up out of the sea, and they were
all different from one another. The first one was
like a lion and had eagle’s wings. The second
one was like a bear. The third one resembled
a leopard and had on its back four wings like a
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bird. The fourth one was dreadful and terrible
to look upon, and tremendously strong. It had
great, iron teeth. It was quite different from all
the other beasts, and it had ten horns. Then
among these horns there sprang up a little horn.
which displaced three of the other horns, and this
little horn had eyes like the eyes of a man, and
a mouth speaking great things. -

“Well, I should think that the prophet must
have been, as we would say, almost scared to
death at such a vision as this. It was enough to
give him the nightmare, wasn’t it? But that was
not the whole of his dream; for He soon saw a
great, wonderful throne, and jon this throne sat
the Lord God. This mighty ruler wore a garment
as white as snow. The hair of his head was like
pure wool. His throne was like a fiery flame.

- A great stream like as of fire came forth from
before him. Ten thousand !times ten thousand

. persons stood before Him; .and.the great judg-
ment day had begun. Then the fourth beast that
Daniel had seen in his vision was slain, .and its
body was cast into the fire,. i .-

“Then the prophet saw' ‘Christ coming in the
clouds of heaven, and Christ drew near to God,
and there was given to Him.dominion and glory
and a kingdom, that all péople, nations and lan-
guages should serve Him,; for His power was
something that should last:forever and His king-
dom was one that should never be destroyed.

“Now from the story about Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream, who can remembér" what kingdoms the
four parts of that great ixr'iage' represented ?”

“I know Babylon was one, * said Peter.
“And Greece was another » said Paul,
“And I feel quite sure abpu_t_ Rome;” said Ruth.

“All right,” said Uncle: Eb;. '“You have those
three correctly enough. : However, you left out
one, and that was Medd-Persia, which came in
second. Now, then, since' those four parts of the
king’s image pictured four kmgdoms, what do you
suppose the four beasts of Damels dream pic-
tured?”

“The same four kmgdoms suggested John.

“That is perfectly right, indeed,” said our teach-
er. “As the king saw the ‘four kingdoms of the
earth, they were compared to four parts of a great
wonderful image, with a head of gold. But as God
saw these same kingdoms): they looked like four
fierce, ravenous beasts. Sé6 that is the difference
between the way God sees the great powers of
the world, and the way that man sees them.

“Well they say that ‘All’s well that ends well,’
and in the end the God of heayen takes away the
_power from the beasts, that is, from the kingdoms
of the world, and gives it't6 His own people, His
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saints, who with Christ Jesus, are to relgn for a
thousand years to establish a mighty system of
righteousness and peace for the good of all man-
kind. That kingdom of God is what the world is
waiting for today, and what it needs above eve-
rything else; and by all the signs of the times !
that Kingdom is almost here, and it will make ev- |
eryone very happy when it comes, I can assure
you.

“Now Daniel made a great prophecy concern-
ing the times in which we live. You will find it
in the 12th chapter of Daniel. Suppose you read
some of these verses for us, Peter.”

- “At that time shall Michael stand up,” read
Peter, “the great Prince that standeth for the
chlldren of thy people: and there shall be a time
of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation even to that same time: and at that time
thy péople shall be 'delivered, every one that shall
be found written in the book. - And many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to everlasting
shame and contéempt. And they that be wise
shall shine as the: brightness of the firmament;
and they that turn many to rlghteousness as the
stars for ever and ever. But thou, O Daniel,
shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the
time of the end: many shall run to and‘fro, and
knowledge shall be increased.”

“Now, then, Michael, who was to stand up is
really Christ. And we believe that He has al-
ready stood up in the power of the truth now
being revealed. Of course, we cannot see Him
with the natural eye, because He is a great spir-
it being. But He is revealed to us in the signs
of the times. . The earth has never seen a time
like the present. Nearly all of our wonderful
inventions have been produced during the past
hundred years. Why, we have electric lights in
our homes and in our cities and towns; we have
street cars, automoblies, telephones, telegraph
systems, electric stoves, radios, and a thousand
and  one other things ‘that people never even
dreamt of before, and these all belong to modern
times.. How happy the people ought to be with
all these wonderful things! And yet the world
is not happy; for everywhere we go there is
trouble in some form or other. Then the great
nations are preparing for war, and war is a hor-
rible thing. Some day, before long, the last great

battle will be fought, and then there will be no

more war in all the earth, and the people will

learn to get along peaceably with one another

without fighting. And before long God’s people
will be délivered, those whose names are in the
book of life. They will be taken to-heaven, and
the great, glorious thousand—year reign of Christ
and His church will then begin.”
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Talking Things Over

A GENERAL CONVENTION
IN THE MIDDLE WEST
August 2-6

MANY of the friends already know that con-
siderable thought has been given by brethren

in a number of Ecclesias throughout the Middle

West as to the advisability of holding a General
Convention some time during the summer of this
year. Much prayer and consideration has been
given to the thought in an effort to determine the
Lord’s will in the matter, and the brethren having
the matter in hand believe that the Lord has di-
rected them in deciding definitely to arrange for
such a convention, and the location and date
have already been decided upon.

This 5-day convention will be held at North
Webster, Indiana. North Webster is about 33
miles from Elkhart, Indiana. The Northern In-
diana Methodist Conference grounds, known as
Epworth Forest, have been secured for the oc-
casion. The committee for arrangements report
the location and accommodations to be ideal for
the use of the brethren, and it is expected that
the convention will be an outstanding event in
the spiritual lives of a large number of the friends
throughout the country.

Plans for this convention were initiated nearly
a year ago when the brethren gathered in Au-
rora, Illinois, appointed a temporary committee
consisting of Brother L. H. Norby, of Minneapolis,
Minn., W. J. Siekman, of Aurora, Ill., and Ernest
Wylam, of Chicago, Ill., to investigate the possi-
bility of holding such a general gathering of the
brethren. The suggestion then was that the con-
vention be eight or nine days long.

Through correspondence with classes, and con-
ferences with many of the brethren, it was fin-
ally decided to cut down the length of the pro-
posed convention to five days; and about the first
of the year the suggestion was made that the
Chicago and Pittsburgh Ecclesias be asked to as-
sume the responsibility of making up the program.
These two Ecclesias have agreed to accept this
responsibility, and Brothers J. T. Read, D. J.
Morchouse, and Ernest Wylam, will represent the
Chicago Ecclesia, and George Kendall and George

‘Wilson, of Pittsburgh, have been selected to rep-

resent the Pittsburgh FEcclesia on the Program
Committee. We understand that a number of
other Ecclesias are cooperating with the brethren
of Chicago and Pittsburgh. Let us all bear these
brethren up in our prayers, asking the Lord to
direct and bless them in carrying forward the
plans for this general assembly of His people.

It will be noticed that the date set for this gath-
ering does not include any of the national holiday
periods. The reason for this is that it was de-
sired not to interfere in any way with convention
plans being worked out by local ecclesias, many
of which do include those periods. Being for five
days, it is hoped that many of the friends will
be able to arrange theu' vacation periods to in-
clude these dates, and will find it convenient to
meet with those of like precious faith who gather
at Epworth Forest to enjoy the feast of spiritual
food that will be spread for the brethren who can
attend. More details of the convention will be
published from time to time.

* %

THE WILMINGTON, DELAWARE,
PRE-MEMORIAL

THE NINTH ANNUAL PRE-MEMORIAL
CONVENTION, “held:at’ Wilmington, Delaware,
March 24-26, proved 'to be rich in spiritual bless-
ings for the brethren who were privileged to at-
tend. While the followers of the Master do not
measure the divine' blessing upon a convention in
terms’ of numbers great or small, who might at-
tend, yet it was a matfer of interest and encour-
agement to note that'a considerably larger num-
ber attended this year than on previous occasions.
This larger attendance was due in part to the
faet that throughout the year friends in a number
of places in the WL]'mmgton district have come
out into the liberty wherewith Christ makes free,
and many of these came to Wilmington to enjoy
once more one of thé old-time conventions that

they had been deprived of for so many years.

The public meeting ‘was held on Friday night,
before the opening of the convention proper. This

" meeting was held in the Unitarian Church, and

was addressed by Brother George Kendall on the
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subject, “What Is to Become of the Jew?” The
attendance was good, being made up of both
Jews and Gentiles. ‘The subject used by Brother
Kendall nearly always attracts Jews to the meet-
ing, although they know it is to be a Christian
meeting.

One of the helpful features of the Wilmington
Convention was the Saturday evening program
consisting of a general discussion of the subject,
“What Is the Church’s Work Today?” All pres-
ent were invited to participate in this discussion.
The thoughts expressed by the various ones who
took part reflected a remarkable oneness of
thought on this question. In brief, it was agreed
that the work of the church. today is essentially
the same as it has been throughout the entire
harvest period; namely, to prepare herself for
the Kingdom, and to let her light shine out for
‘the blessing of others.’ “Several mentioned the
divine commission of sérvice recorded in Isaiah
61:1-3, and pointed out'that it was undoubtedly
still bmdmg upon all the consecrated

Brothers S, DeGroot, of Grand Rapid, G. Wilson
of Pittsburgh, T. E. Barker, of Boston, and C. W.
Zahnow, of Saginaw, Mlch served on the pro-
gram; as well as Brothers Fay, Magnuson, Frey,
Woodworth, of the New York District. - Brothers
Young, of Pen Argyl Pa Phifer, of Lehighton,
Pa., Mason, of Rheems, Pa and Brlght of Allen-
town, Pa., conducted the conventmns testimony
meetings; while Brothers Van Sant, of the Phil-
adelphia Ecclesia, and Kolliman of Wilmington,

served as convention chairmen.
* * *
HOPE TO NEEDY SOULS

Many of the friends are receiving rich blessings
in their work of sending out Consolation Cards
to the bereaved. Today:there are those who are
rejoicing in the light of truth as a result of this
effort. Many are the interesting experiences we
hear about from time to time. The following
letters, indicate how some of the bereaved ap-
preciate the message of comfort that is sent to
them on the Consolation Card:

“Dear Friend, Your comforting message réminding
us of God’s promise for the future, which you so
kindly sent at the time of our recent bereavement
has been long unacknowledged, but that has not
‘been for want of our deep appreciation.

“The circumstances surroundmg the death of our
beloved eldest child being particularly sad, brought
a large number of tributes to her memory "and con-
dolences over her loss, and it has made me rather
sad to note how very very few of these two hundred
‘messages of sympathy express as yours does, any
‘Hope for the future, or convey any spiritual comfort
whatever.

With prayers and Christian love,

_ble way. ..
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“It also makes me realize the need for reminders
such as yours.

“I believe that the dead are asleep till Christ
shall appear and that our loved one is at rest and
safe in God’s care till that time when the graves
shall be opened.

“Whether that is the belief or not expressed in
your booklet, “Hope Beyond the Grave” which you
offer to send, I shall be glad to avail myself of your
kindness and to receive a copy in due course.

“May God richly bless your efforts to give such
Hope to needy souls in their hours of darkness. Yours
sincerely, _ I W. G—England”

kK K

‘Dear Brethren: As a result of a Consolation King-
dom card sent to a Mrs....and at her request, you
mailed her a ‘Hope Beyond the Grave' booklet. We
followed this up with card inviting her to a lecture;
the card also having on it an advertisement of the
First Volume. She could not attend the meeting
but wrote in for the First Volume. We loaned her
this and before finishing the book, which she said
was the best she had ever read, she has asked to buy
tree more, one for herself and two to give away.
Later she wanted more.

“T am writing this to ask if you will send her the

‘three months subscription to The Dawn. I am greatly

enjoying the privilege of mailing out these Consola-
tion Cards and appreciate very much your part in
sending the booklet when requested. May the Lord
continue to bless our united efforts to serve Him,
—V. L. A”

OTHER INTERESTING LETTERS

“Dear Brethren Enclosed find $1.00 for which please
send me The Dawn for six months; also your cloth
bound edition of The Divine Plan of the Ages.

“A good friend must have forwarded my name
and address to you for the 3-months free trial sub-
scription. I have received the January, February
and March issues. I have gotten great comfort and
renewal of my faith in the truth through the read-
ing of The Dawn, and I feel more and more encour-
aged to keep on in accord with the teaching of our
Brother Russell.

“Many years ago I purchased The Divine Plan of
the Ages, and through reading it, conscientiously
came to understand that God’s redempiive plan was
for all the human family—not merely for the saints
alone....1 have not been privileged to meet many
times with others of like precious faith with myself,
so have kept the fire of my faith burning through
Bible study through the aid of ‘Studies in the Serip-
ture.”’ Also by-prayer, and by witnessing in a hum-
. Yours in Christian love. —A. J. R., Ohio.”

[ R

“Dear Sirs: May I have the three months trial sub-
scription to The Dawn magazine, as mentioned in
your book; ‘God and Reason’? I thank you for that
book. I have been trying to study along this line
of thought for some years and more recently with
the ‘Jehovah Witnesses’ who call at my home oc-
casionaly. Your book has opened the way in many
things I did not understand, and I will be so glad to
receive the magazine.
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“l am also to have the loan of ‘The Divine Plan of
the Ages’ from the Bible Students of Chicago as soon
as I can get my request to them, If I am able to
pay you for The Dawn magazine at the expiration of
the trial subscription, I will be glad to continue as
a subscriber.”

£ K % ,

“Dear Friends: Find enclosed, stamps to pay for
the book, ‘The Divine Plan of the Ages, as I wish to
keep it and let all who will read it. I think it is
a wonderful book. It has opened my eyes to a clearer
understanding of the Bible. I thank God, and ap-
preciate very much all the literature which you
have sent me. I hope to be able to subscribe to your
magazine, The Dawn, in a short time. Thanking you
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again for your kindness, I remain, Yours truly,
—Mrs. L. C,, Ark.”

WHERE ARE THE DEAD?

Many of the friends will remember the little book-
let, “Where Are the Dead?” written by Dr. John
Edgar, of Scotland. We have learned that these book-
lets are still available, at 5 cents a copy. They
can be obtained direct from Morton Edgar, 27 Aytoun
Road, Glasgow, Scotland, or through The Dawn of-
ficee. It has been suggested that these booklets
should be effective for use in witness work among
doctors, and other professional people.

COMING CONVENTIONS

CHICAGO JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS CONVEN-
TION, Saturday and Easter Sunday, April 8, 9. This
convention will be held at the Central Masonic Tem-
ple, 910 N. La Salle St., beginning Saturday at 2 P. M.
Brother D. J. Morehouse will deliver a Baptismal
Discourse on Saturday evening at 7 o’clock, and the
immersion will take place the following morning
(8:30-10:00). Meals will be served in the building
by the class. Both the Senior and Junior friends
are invited to attend. Friends desiring to symbolize
their consecration, kindly write to; Irene Zielinski,
2346 Iowa Street, Chicago, Illinois.

EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO, April 16. All the
brethren are welcome. The class is particularly de-
sivous of having the isolated and those not now reg-
ularly attending meetings, join with them on this
occasion.

BROOKLYN, N. Y, April 30. This will be the
Brooklvn Ecclesia’s regular 5th-Sunday gathering,
and will be held in the usual mceting place of the
congregation, which is the Lecture Room of the
Church of the Pilgrims, 109 Remsen Street, Brook-
lyn. Meetings will begin at 10:00 A. M.

ZION HILL SCHOOLHOUSE near WEATHER-
FORD. TEXAS, April 30. This is another of the
Fifth Sunday gatherings at this place. All are cordi-
ally invited. Further information obtainable from
Mr. Robert Plumlee, Route 4, Weatherford, Texas.

GARY, IND., Sunday, May 14. This gathering of
the Gary Junior Ecclesia will be held in the Froebel
High School Auditorium, 15th Avenue and Madison
Street. A hearty welcome is extended to all. Fur-
ther details may be had by addressing the secre-
tary, Walter Wojecik Jr., 1104 Maryland Street, Gary
Indiana.

PITTSBURGH., PA., Sunday, May 14. This all-day
gathering of the Tri-State district will be held in the
regular meeting place of the Pittsburgh Ecclesia
of Bible Students, which is the old Bible House Chap-
el, located at 610 Arch Street, N. S. Pittsburgh. The
chapel is now known as the O. of I. A. Temple. All
are cerdially invited.

CINCINNATI, OHIO, May 27, 28. Plans for this
two-day convention are now being made, and de-
tails will be announced later.

CHICAGO, ILL., May 27-30. Further details of
this convention will be announced later.

JACKSON, MICH,, June 4. Information concern-

ing this one-day convention may be had by address-
ing: Mrs. A. A. Lutz, 743 W. Morrel St., Jackson,
Mich.

PIQUA, OHIO, June 17, 18. It is planned to hold
this convention at the Bennett Junior High School,
South Main Street, on Route 25. Further details
will be announced later.

DETROIT, MICH., July 1-4. Further details of
this four-day gathering will be announced later.

GENERAL RUSSIAN CONVENTION, July 2, 3, 4.

This gathering will be held in Kelly Hall, 526 Donner
Avenue, Monessen, Pa.

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., JULY 1-4. Arrange-
ments for this gathering are in the making, and will
be announced later.

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., July 8, . The Bay

Cities Ecclesias are arranging to hold this two day
convention, and have promised further details later.
Secretary: Mrs. Eva M. Small, 83 Randolph Ave,
South San Francisco, Calif.

MID-WEST GENERAL CONVENTION, August 2-
6. (See Talking Things Over.). :

DETROIT, MICH., Junior Bible Students Conven-

tion, September 2-4. This will be the annual gather-
ing of the Junior Bible Students in Detroit. Details
later. '

SAGINAW, MICH., September 2-4. The friends in

Saginaw plan to hold their regular Labor Day con-
vention again this year. Details later. Secretary:
Mr. C. A. Sundbom, Route 1, Saginaw, Mich,
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To Us the Scriptures Clearlp Teach

That the Chureh is ‘‘the Temple of the Living God’’
—peculiarly ‘‘His workmanship’’; that its econstrue-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—
ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and
the chief corner stone of this Temple, through which,
when finished, God’s blessings shall come ‘“to all peo-
ple,”’ and they find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3:186,17;
Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing,
of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin,
progresses; and when the last of these ‘‘living stones,”’
‘“elect and precious,’’ shall have been made ready, the
great Master Workman will bring all together in the
First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with
His glory, and be the meeting place between (od and
men throughout the Millennium.—Rev, 15:5-8,

That the Basis of Hope for the Chureh and the
World, lies in the faet that ¢‘Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every man,”’ ‘‘a ransom for
all,’” and will be ‘“‘the true light which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world,”” ‘‘in due time.”’—
Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be like
her Lord, ‘‘see Him as He is,”’ be a ‘‘partaker of the
divine nature,’”’ and share His glory as His joint-heir.
—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
of the next age—BEph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:86;
20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by
Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His pglorified
Chureh—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.
—Aects 3:19-23; Tsaish 35. 3
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