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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
IT IS desired to make the listing of speakers' ap-

pointments a greater service to the friends generally ,
and for this reason we are undertaking to list the ad -
dresses where the lectures are to be given, as well a s
the hour of the meetings . It; is not possible, of course ,
to furnish this information in every instance . We will
he glad however, if the classes being served by visitin g
speakers will, if they so desire, forward the necessary
information to us so that in future issues we can giv e
a fuller listing of the time and place of meeting .
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IF THINE EYE BE SINGLE
An examination of our Lord' s

words which indicate that prog-
ress in the receipt of light is con-
ditioned upon the possession of a
single eye; and that likewise,
development of the evil eye will
result in loss of light . The mean-
ing of the "single eye" and
"evil eye" discussed .

The conclusion of the discussion
appearing in the October issue,
which deals with the manner in
which God controls His intelli-
gent creatures through their v01-
untary obedience to His laws . The
Revelator's mention of the open-
ing of the "books" during the,
future judgment day, will be e x
amined .

APPARENT FAILURE S
As we enter 1939 it is well to,

note the divine loadings of the
past year, and the wonderful man-
ner in which God has caused al l
things to work together for our
good ; and, in the strength of His
assurance of continued help, to
press forward in the narrow way .
This article, adapted from a, con-
vention talk, should prove helpfu l
along this line .

THE CHASTENING S
OF THE LOR D

This article has been promise d
previously, but delayed by un-
avoidable circumstances.

NEXT MONTH

THE JUDGMENT DAY .
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THE NATIONS—

NOMINAL CHRISTIANITY--THE JEWS

FROM the standpoint of prophecy, three out -
standing events continue to hold the attention o f
many students of the Bible ; namely, (1) The un-
mistakable gathering of the nations of the world fo r
the great and final conflict of Armageddon ; (2) The
gradual weakening of the influence of both Catholi-
cism and Protestantism ; and (3) The most un-
usual situation that is developing with respect to
the Jews in various parts of the world . It would be
unwise to attempt a prediction of how the details o f
these events may work out during the months an d
years to come ; but it is stimulating to faith to note
what has already happened, and to realize thereb y
that the prophecies of God 's Word pertaining t o
these things are indeed being fulfilled before our
eyes .

The Bible presents two viewpoints with respect
to the gathering of the nations . One is that they
are gathered by the Lord, and the other is that
they are gathered by the influence of the "three
unclean spirits like frogs" which ' come out of th e
mouth of the "dragon." the "beast," and th e
"false prophet . " From these two viewpoints we get
the thought that the Lord takes the responsibility
for the gathering, yet that He accomplishes the work
largely by merely permitting human selfishness, en -
lightened by the modern increase of knowledge, to

take its natural course .---Zeph . 3 :8, 9 ; Rev . 16 :13-16 .

In Isaiah 42 :13, 14, the prophet says : "The Lord
shall go forth as a mighty man, He shall stir u p
jealousy like a man of war : He shall cry, yea ,

roar ; He shall prevail against His enemies . I have

long time holden My peace ; I have been still, an d
refrained Myself ; now will I cry like a travailin g

woman ; I will destroy and devour at once ." Notice
that in this passage the work of the Lord is said t o
be accomplished by His voice . A similar thought i s

suggested in Revelation 19 :21, where a slaying work
is described as being accomplished by a sword that
proceedeth out of the mouth of Him that sitteth upo n

the white horse .

This sword of His mouth, the crying and the roar-
ing, seems in a general way to symbolize the sprea d

of knowledge, of truth—truth of all kinds . Appar-

ently the various prophecies along this line are cal-
culated to explain the ultimate result on the nation s
of the "increase of knowledge " that was to be one
of the outstanding signs of the "time of the end . "
Indeed, Daniel 's prophecy of the increase of knowl-
edge is closely associated with the standing up of
Michael, and the great "time of trouble such as
never was since there was a nation ."--Dan . 12 :1-4 .

It is only as we compare the conditions of today
with those of past generations that we get an ade-
quate conception of the measure to which moder n
enlightenment along all lines is affecting the nations ,
and of the. suddenness with which this state of af-
fairs has come about . Mr. Arthur H. Compton ,
writing in Science magazine, emphasized the recen t
increase of knowledge in a dramatic way by compar-
ing the entire known period of man ' s life on the eart h
with one of our years . While Mr. Compton has
greatly exaggerated the length of time man has bee n
on the earth, yet by his comparison he shows tha t
it was only, as it were, a few hours ago that ou r
modern knowledge came to man . He says that `"Ou r
life today differs from our grandfather's more than
did theirs from the life of 2,000 years ago . "

The scientist who has no faith in God nor in the
Bible :naturally attributes this sudden increase of
knowledge to the efforts of man ; but the Bible show s
otherwise . Actually, man is no more brilliant toda y
than he was a thousand or two years ago . Indeed ,
few of the world's millions have had anything to do
with modern scientific advancement except to us e
the blessings provided thereby, and to dread th e
curses it has brought in the form of bombing plane s
and poison gas . The underlying principles of most
scientific knowledge have been discovered quite by
accident . The reason why these "accidental" dis-
coveries were not made thousands of years ago i s
because the time had not come in the divine plan
for this turning on of the light. While small be-
ginnings were made in the increase of knowledge
prior to the last half century, yet the great effulgenc e
of light that has enabled men to talk and to fly
around the world has come as a part of the brigh t
shining of the Master's second presence, which He
said would shine from the Bast even unto the Wes t
—world-wide .

This general increase of. knowledge has not only
brought the development of the many scientific mir-
acles of today, hut at the same time, by means of uni-
versal education, has brought general dissatisfactio n
among the nations and the people of the nations .
Individuals and nations today are clamoring for
what they consider to be their rights . What worldly
writers call the " Have Nots" are determined t o
seize a part of what is possessed by the `" Haves . "
Until the modern increase of kowledge made itsel f
felt in the earth, most people were quite content t o
go on living as their parents did . And while the
rulers of the various nations were always on th e
alert to increase their possessions, by war if nec-
essary, yet the effect of human selfishness, eve

n
in war, was kept measurably localized by the inade-
quate means of communication and travel ; while
the illiteracy of the people rendered them wholly
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incapable of offering successful opposition tp th e
wishes of their rulers .

But now the light has been turned on, with the
result that the "common man" has become equa l
with his ruler in knowledge, and in desire. No
longer are men willing to abide by the idea that
kings rule by the grace of God, and that eterna l
torture awaits any who dare question their authority .
House painters and cobblers become dictators, and
laboring men move into the lawmaking bodies o f
the nations ; and the desires of the enlightened masses,
who still at heart are governed by the principles of
selfishness, know no bounds .

How true to the prophetic picture, therefore .
is the result of the Lord's crying, or speaking—
the issuing forth of the sword of His mouth ! Truly ,
as the prophet indicates, one of the first effect s
is that of stirring up jealousies among peoples an d
nations. It is these jealousies, backed up by bomb-
ing planes, poison gas, and other scientific methods
of warfare, that will yet make a complete end of
the present social order, including the war machin e
by which it is supported . (Isa. 34 :1-3.) Statesmen
of the world clearly see what the outcome of present
trends must shortly be if something is not don e
to turn the tide of human selfishness and aggression .
On November 1st Mr. Cordell flull, the United
States Secretary of State, speaking at a dinner of
the National Trade Convention in New York, sai d
that the world is at the cross roads. Mr . Hull furth-
er said :

"One of the roads that wind into the future is tha t
of an increased reliance upon armed force as an in-
strument of national policy . . . . All nations find them-
selves compelled to divert to preparation for self -
defense an increasing part of their substance and ef-
fort . . . . If the nations continue along this road, in-
creasingly strewn with the wreckage of civilize d

man 's most precious possessions, they will be march-
ing toward the final catastrophe of a new world war ,
the horror and destructiveness of which pass huma n

imagination .

"The other of the two roads is that of ever-in-
creasing reliance upon peaceful processes, and upon
the rule of law and order in the conduct of relation s

among individuals and among nations. Even for

us there will be no escape from dismal outlook, if ,
unhappily, the rest of the world should choose th e
road that must lead to another major armed conflict . "

Mr. Hull as well as all right thinking people ,
would like to believe that the nations will actuall y

choose the better way ; but is not this too much to
expect? Is there any reason to suppose that sud-
denly, after six thousand years of the growth o f

selfishness in the hearts and lives of the people ,
they will abandon this principle and conduct them -
selves along the lines of justice and love? Evidentl y
God did not forsee such a possibility, else He woul d
not have foretold the complete wreck of the present
order in a time of trouble such as never was since

there was a nation . No, not until man's selfish ef-
forts have completely failed will he be willing to
seek and to obey the Lord's ways .—Micah 4 :1-4 .
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Mr. Hull says that "all the nations find themselves
compelled to divert to preparation for self-defens e
an increasing part of their substance and effort . "
This seems quite in keeping with the prophecy of

Joel 3 :9-14, where the nations are described as beat-
ing their plowshares into swords and their prunin g

hooks into spears ; and the weak are heard to say
"I am strong . " These events are shown to be those
connected with the gathering of the nations into
the great valley of decision, where they are weighed
in the balances and found wanting. And surely,
in the gathering of the nations now going on, the

weak are saying "I am strong . " Germany ,for ex -

ample thoroughly weakened by the first great spas m

of trouble—the World War--and forbidden by th e
other nations to rearm, has said " I am strong"
with such force that the world has been made to
tremble .

As suggested in the beginning, it isn't wise to at -
tempt a forecast of the details of coming events .
Events that are past -are clearly discernible on the

prophetic page ; and we must be content to read
the picture as it unfolds . Today we see the gath-
ering of the nations ; and we can also see something
else, namely, the gradual downfall of nominal Chris-
tianity . This too, according to the prophecies, is Lo

be looked for, because the Lord will have no us e
for any of the false systems of religion in His King -
dom. The destruction of the harlot woman, Baby-
lon, and the burning of her flesh with fire, woul d
almost seem to have started, Certainly the pope
realizes that something is happening over which
he has but little con,trol . On October the 20th
speaking before 300 Italian archaeologists, the pop e
said, in part :

"Not far distant from the sphere of our every
day lives there is being practiced a different kind o f
archaeology than yours . There are being called
upon the scene of everyday life personages bette r
left in oblivion. Bad, had archaeology . Sinister
figures have been exhumed to put into action siniste r
events . Julian the apostate rises again . IIis perse-
cution was one of the hloodiest, one of the mos t
astute, carried out with Latin energy and Greek
duplicity .

"He had an apostle similar to the apostle Judas .
This persecution in Germany, to the amazement of
the world, continues to be denied in Germany and
Austria with an audacity which is amazing in th e
face of evidence which the pope sees daily arrivin g
upon his table, and documented with absolutely cour-
ageous proof of new dangers and worse menace, "

This bitter attack against Hitler and Nazism wa s
made the next day after an announcement appeared
in the daily press that church property in Austria
was to be confiscated by the government ; so, ap-
parently the pope was particularly stirred at th e
time. On October 19th, an article appeared in th e
Daily Herald, London, stating that plans have bee n
drawn up in the office of Herr Buerckel, Nazi Com-
missioner for Austria, to appropriate the Catholi c
Church and seize its entire fortune for the benefit o f
the state and the party . The Herald article also says :



"Though it is impossible to assess the actual value
of church possessions in Austria it is estimated tha t
its holding in land, industries, buildings and money
amount to nearly ten million pounds [almost fift y
million dollars] . . . . During the inflation in Austri a
the church authorities succeeded in investing thei r
fortune in stable objects, with the result that th e
church suffered least from the crash of the Austria n
currency. From this time dates the possession by
the church and the monasteries of industries, brew -
eries, hotels, mills, and forests which is now bein g
held against them . The Nazis intend to point to
this fact and stigmatize the church for its industria l
and commercial activity . "

And so "her flesh" is apparently being consumed.
And in view of the very close friendship of Hitle r
and Mussolini, the pope is doubtless wonderin g
what may yet happen to church property in Italy ;
especially as the military needs of the nation become
increasingly pressing . But it doesn ' t seem as though
the pope's fiery speech, reported above, changed
Ilitler's mind to any great extent, because a fe w
days afterward (October 25) a sharp attack on th e
pope for his criticism of Nazi policy on Catholicism
appeared in Dr. Goebles' Angriff, central organ o f
the Nazi party. Under the heading, "Monstrous
accusation of Germany, " the paper said, in part :

"Quite apart from the question of what antiquitie s
have to do with world politics in the twentieth cen-
tury, it must be asked what the pope has to do with
these politics. Above all: what right has `Christ' s
representative ' to make allegations, in the style of
Jewish warmongers, about the political intentions of
the German Reich, allegations which must be classed
as calumnies filled with hatred . . . . This attitude on
the part of a man who permits himself to be honore d
as the father of all mankind pronounces judgmen t
upon itself . This is blind hatred . "

It is becoming more and more . apparent that wher e
Nazism spreads it influence, the church must take
a secondary place, and possibly suffer destructio n
altogether . In view of this trend, we begin to wonde r
if in the general picture of the gathering of th e
nations this phase of it may be the Lord's way t o
put an end to those systems of error that woul d
otherwise stand in the way of the sending out of
that "pure language " by which all will learn to "cal l
-upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him with on e

consent ."—Zeph. 3 :9 .

Nazism's attack on the Catholic and other churche s
is not merely an expression of hatred on the part o f
Hitler, but, rather, it represents a trend in huma n
'thought that is everywhere apparent and on the in -
crease. The first major stroke in , this direction was
accomplished by Russia shortly after the close of th e

world war. While from time to time prominent
ones in the churches have sounded warnings, yet

the so-called "New Paganism" has kept marching
on . S. J. Marriott, Canon of Westminister (Lon-

-don) . in an article published on October 12th, says :

"We have all had a pretty severe shaking in thi s
recent crisis, and, unless I am very much .'Mistaken ,
the result has been to make many men realize tl at
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the Christian faith is slowly but surely being ouste d
from the life of Europe . . . . Now we are beginning
to realize exactly what power politics mean . What
it means when the life of Europe is 'governed with -
out any reference to the principles or the restraints
of religion . Practical Atheism is something new in
the life of Europe, and not till the other - day did
we realize exactly what it means . It was not fea r
that gripped us in the recent crisis, but horror—hor-
ror at the sight of hell . "

And so the picture progresses, and only the Bibl e
is capable of forecasting the final : outcome, which ,
of course, will be the establishment of the Messianic
Kingdom. In the picture as it appears on the screen
of world events today, is another figure—the Jew .
Indeed, he has been in the picture with increasin g
prominence practically ever since the spasms of tra-
vail began to be felt by the world in 1914 . At first ,
everything seemed to be going his way . His ancient
land was opened up to him, and he was guaranteed
therein a place of protection ; this guarantee being
given by a League of the outstanding Gentile nations
of the world . Thus, instead of being "trodden down " ,
by the Gentiles, as they had been through the centur-
ies, the Jews were officially protected by them' ; and
provisions were made for them to return to and build
up their own land—the land of Palestine .

More than two hundred thousand- of them did re-
turn to Palestine ; and a considerable portion of the
"promised land" was reclaimed and has been made
to blossom as the rose . So productive and - pros-
perous has the New Palestine become that it has
begun to send its produce into the markets of other
countries . A great deal of Palestinian fruit, fo r
example, is now eaten in Great Britain .

But suddenly the sunshine of blessing and hop e
that was beginning . to revive the soul of the Jewish
nation in Palestine, began to go into eclipse, as it
were. The Arab population of the holy land egged
on by outside influence, started to cause trouble for -
the Jews . This resulted in almost a- -total closin g
of the doors of Palestine to further Jewish --immigra-
tion. Almost at the same time there arose bitter
persecution against the Jews in many of . the countrie s
of Europe. And now, thousands of them, plundered
and stripped of their possessions, and maltreated ar e
without either home or country .

And so, as the world-picture progresses, we see the
Jew, at the moment, unarmed and helpless befor e
his foes, being driven out of one country after an-
other, not knowing where to go, nor what to do .
Indeed, the outlook for the Jew, apart from the prom-
ises of God's Word, is a tragic one . But when we
turn the light of prophecy upon the picture we can
see that this situation is exactly what should . be ex-
pected ; that in the closing scenes of the age the Jew
was to be placed in a position where ultimately th e
Lord would take a definite hand in his affairs, fight-
ing for him as in the days of old . Indeed, the proph-
ecies clearly indicate that it will be the Lord's in-
tervention on behalf of Israel that will have much
to do with convincing the world that a new Kingdom ,
the Messianic Kingdom, must be recognized--that a
new King has taken control .
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The Birth of the World's Redeeme r
The old sweet story. The angels and the

shepherds. A journey to Bethlehem on the
wings of divine truth. Divine revelations to
the humble.

HE birth of Jesus, the world's Redeemer,
may be said to mean the birth of hope for
fallen and lost humanity, the tangible ex -
pression of divine love, the birth of the Gos-

pel dispensation, and "good tidings of great joy ,
which shall be to all people," as well as the angels'
song of "Glory to God in the highest, and on eart h
peace, good will toward men . "—Luke 2 :10, 14 .

While the birth of Jesus was by far the greatest
event in the six thousand years of the world 's his-
tory, it is to the Christian heart that the event is es-
pecially dear ; for as yet the world has not discerned
its full meaning. As for the Jews, God 's chosen
people, they also failed to behold the star of Bethle-
hem or to discern its import . It is rather the Chris-
tians of the Gospel age wbo have said, as did the wise

men, "We have seen His star in the east, and ar e
come to worship Him . " (Matt. 2 :2 .) It is they who
have brought Him their gifts of praise, thanksgiving ,
worship and love . It is they who have heard th e
heavenly refrain and have found Him in the manger .
And it is they who have rejoiced with exceeding great
joy because they have recognized Him, and hav e
known that in God's due time "His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, Th e
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."—Isaiah 9 :6 .

The Gifts of God
Speaking of the birth of Jesus, a modern write r

has said, "When God sent His Son into the world,
angels discovered something new in God, somethin g
they had never seen before . Not power, not wisdom ,
not love. They knew all that before. But when God
sent His Son into this world, then angels saw th e
spirit of self-denial in God, the spirit of self-sacrific e
in God. It is easier to love an angel of light than a
thief on the cross . When angels saw God—the Go d
who would not allow the most insignificant angel
in heaven to be hurt—give up His Son, His only Son ,
they saw something they had never thought of before ;
and I should not wonder if when Christ started ou t
on that pilgrimage, the angels in heaven shouted in
triumph and called on all the hosts in heaven to help
them celebrate it, and sang so loud that the Bethle-
hem servants heard it : `Glory to God in the high -
est . ' "

God's Message of Peace
Again we quote from a modern writer, "Oh, if we

could but take our position on some high point an d
see the world 's armies march past ! What a spec-
tacle it would be! There go the hosts of Israel
through a score of Red Seas—one of water, all the
rest of blood. There go Cyrus and his armies, with
infuriate yell rejoicing over the fall of the gates of

Babylon . There goes Alexander leading forth his
hosts and conquering all the world but himself .
There goes Fernando Cortez, leaving his butchered
enemies on the table-lands once fragrant with vanilla
and covered over with groves of flowering cacao .
There goes the great Frenchman leading his arm y
down through Egypt, like one of it plagues, and u p
through Russia, like one of its icy blasts . Yonder
is the grave trench under the shadow of Sebastopol .
There are the ruins of Delhi and Allahabad, and yon -
der are the inhuman Sepoys and the brave regiments
under Havelock avenging the insulted flag of Britain ;
while cut right through the heart of my native lan d
is a trench in which there lie one million Northern
and Southern dead. Oh, the tears ! Oh, the blood !
Oh, the long marches ! Oh, the hospital •wounds !
Oh, the death !

`But brighter than the light that flashed on al l
those swords and shields and musketry is the ligh t
that fell on Bethlehem ; and louder than the bray of
the trumpets, and the neighing of the chargers, and
the crash of the walls, and the groaning of the dying
armies, is the song that unrolls from the sky, swept
as though all the bells of heaven had rung a jubilee :
`Peace on earth, good will toward men . ' Oh, when
will the day come—God hasten it!—when men shal l
`beat their swords into plowshares and their spear s
into pruning hooks, and nation shall not lift up swor d
against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more . ' "

Back to Bethlehem
It is good for us to let our minds travel back, at

times, to the birth of Jesus . We are living in a bus y
world of affairs . It is a blessed thing to get away
from all the hubbub and humdrum of present day
affairs and to permit our thoughts to rise on to the
viewless wings of divine truth and once more to lis-
ten to that sweet angelic refrain even as we have
heard it so exquisitely sung, ringing doyen to us fro m
the years of the past . It is good to see the heavenly
light and to hear God 's messenger say to our hearts ,
like was said to those she pherds of B,, thl'.hem's
countryside, "Fear not !" Then shall we go in ou r
thoughts to the little town of Bethlehem and seek th e
babe lying in a manger? Shall we be humble enoug h
to do this? And then, having found Him, shall we
worship Him ? Shall we bar out the world and just
enjoy this feast of love with Him, the blessed One ,
who left the heavenly glory to be born in a stall ?
Ah, verily, "He came unto His own, and His own
received Him not ; " but, thank God, that "as many
as received Him, to them gave He power to becom e
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name ."
—John 1 :11, 12 .

The birth of the World 's Redeemer has meant
much wherever the Gospel story has gone. ,Although
it has not been fully understood , by the majority of

(Continued on page 25)
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THE Tenth Annual Reunion Convention of Bible and Brother Russell ' s study, and the street floor and
Students sponsored by the Bibles Students Ecclesia basement were used for office, storage and packing
of Pittsburgh, brought together the largest number rooms . One of the items not on the program wa s
of the free brethren of any convention in recent years. an opportunity kindly granted by the caretaker of the
Probably 500 to 600 attended some or all of the building to visit the rooms above the chapel . Those
meetings . Canada, and twenty-one of the states were of the visiting brethren who desired were piloted

represented, namely : Arizona, California, Connec- through that part of the building by one of the sister s
ticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, who had visited the Bible House (as a girl of fifteen )
Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mich- in those early days when the work centered in Al-
igan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, legheny and who was thus able to give a word-pic -
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and West Virginia . ture of the arrangements and daily round of activity .

Doubtless no other city awakens in those in Pres
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ent Truth the deep interest and tender memories as "One first entered the large sitting room, easily

does the mention of Allegheny, or, as it is now known, seating a circle of twenty . The furniture was simpl e

North Side Pittsburgh. There, nearly seventy years —an organ, a sideboard, a large filing cabinet and

ago, Brother Russell started in a small way but with an assortment of living room chairs . Each morning
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vest message, under God's guidance and blessing, was money to pay for the purchases into a small purs e
heard around the world, translated into many tongues that was left in the market basket in the living room .
and reached hundreds of thousands of people . The

	

"The study opened off from one corner of the
brethren gathered in this convention were a few

	

sitting room. This was a fair-sized, square room ,
among the many whose knowledge of God's great one side lined with book cases, and Brother Russell' s
plan and His glorious attributes can be traced to the

	

desk, study table, etc ., on the opposite side . There
work begun and carried on for many years in Alle- was also a "Morris" chair and a davenport bed o n
gheny .

	

which were several cushions, all gifts from friends .

Especially interesting in connection with these an "From the 'study one entered Brother Russell' s

nual conventions in Pittsburgh is the fact that the bedroom . This he sometimes shared with guests .

Pittsburgh Ecclesia, under whose auspices the con- Guests were always welcome at the Bible House .

ventions are held, still meet in the chapel of the old

	

There is nothing outstanding in the appearance
of these old rooms, but they bring back many blesse d

Bible House which Brother Russell built for the memories of faithful service to the Truth and to th e
purpose , of housing the workers and carrying on the Lord's brethren—service from which all of us hav e
activities of the Harvest work. In the same auditor-
ium where the meetings of the convention were held, derived such rich benefit . "

Brother Russell for many years regularly preached

	

The platform of the chapel was decorated for the
the message of God 's grace. In the rooms above convention with flowers and plants and presente d
were ,accommodations for the Bible House staff

	

a strikingly beautiful appearance . Several of the
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brethren brought their violins or other instrument s
and contributed to the volume and spirit of the con-
gregational singing of the hymns, which was trul y
inspiring. The convention program consisted of th e
usual meetings for praise and testimony and address -
es on Scriptural topics by a number of the brethren .
A synoptical report of the discourses is given herein
and it will be seen that though the topics chosen b y
the speakers covered a wide range, they were also
complementary and practically all phases of the Pres-
ent Truth were covered : the fundamental doctrines ;
responsibility of God 's people to serve the Truth
and give to others the glad tidings which have s o
blessed and refreshed them ; wise methods of pre-
senting the message of Truth ; water, and symbolic ,
baptism ; tabernacle types ; prophecies relating to the
end of the Gospel age ; and a number of addresses on
other features of the Christian life . One of the
things which was noted with satisfaction, was the una-
nimity of thought and expression in regard to Pres-
ent Truth and it service. The zealous missionar y
spirit of the true Christian was emphasized, and also
equally emphasized were the spirit of devotion an d
a life in accord with the holy principles of God's
character which must characterize every saint .

Friday, October 21st, 1938

Chairman of the Day—BROTHER J . I . VAN HORN E

10 :45 A . M .—Address of Welcome by Chairman

11 :00 A. M.—Praise and Testimony Meetin g

2 :15 P.M.—Praise Service
2 :30 P. M .—Discourse

	

Brother C. A. Sundbom .
"His Marvelous Light ." 1 Peter 2 : 9

4 :00 P . M .—Discourse

	

Brother T. E. Barker ,
"The Atonement Day ." —Lev. 16 .

6 :45 P.M .—Praise Service

7 :00 P . M,—Discour se

	

Brother W . N. Poe,
"Christian Responsibilities"

8 :00 P . M.--Discourse Brother Wm. J . Hollister
"Butilded Together for an Habitatio n

of Cod"—Eph . 2 :2 2
About 140 friends gathered for the opening meet-

ing and listened to the address of welcome by th e
Chairman of the Day, Brother Van Horne of Pitts -
burgh, as follows :

"My dear brethren, We of the Pittsburgh Ecclesi a
extend you a most hearty welcome to this, our Tent h
Annual Convention .

"The very fact that there are so many here is in
itself proof that we are heeding the Apostle's admon-
ition that we neglect not the assembling of ourselves
together, especially as we see that day approaching.
that day the Lord has set aside to gather His saint s
together, those who have made a covenant with Hi m
by sacrifice .

"In these convention assemblages we all derive a
rich blessing in helping to build ourselves and each
other up in the most holy faith : in prayer, in testi-
mony, in song, all to magnify the name of our lov-
ing Heavenly Father .

"Let us see to it, dear brethren, that we are loyal
and faithful to the covenant of sacrifice we made,
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striving daily to attain a closer walk with God, watch-
ing closely unto prayer, ever on guard to discern any
tendency, however slight, toward error .

"Let us steadfastly hold to the profession of. our
faith without wavering. We are reminded mos t
forcibly at this convention time of the loyal, lovin g
and faithful service of our dear Brother Russell in

'giving the meat in due season to the household of
faith, always a wise counsellor, a faithful and tru e
witness . His ministry was an inspiration to us all .

"And now again, we extend to you the hospitality
of the ecclesia here in Pittsburgh, and it is our prayer
that all our hearts may be in a receptive attitude, so
that the rich blessings that the Lord has for us may
fall upon fertile soil, thereby bringing forth a rich
harvest of blessings, making all come to the reali-
ation that it has been indeed good to have been her e

in convention once again . "

The Praise and Testimony meeting which followe d
was led by .Brother Buhl of Richmond, Indiana .
The central thought was the Manna text for th e
day : "Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed b e
Thy name . " (Luke 11 :2 .) Our notes indicate that
the time was well used, and while we are not abl e
to record all, some of the expressions of the breth-
ren are given below :

Brother Mahloek, Piqua, Ohio—I wish to bring
the love and greetings of the Piqua Ecclesia and o f
Brother Peoples to the friends assembled here . I
am rejoicing in the Truth and thankful to our heav-
enly Father that he has called me out of darkness
into His marvelous light .

Brother Robertson, Brooklyn, N . Y.—We came
here for further revival and, as usual, we have al l
been revived I am sure . I want to feel it was mos t
pleasant to have been here and that the Lord 's Spirit
will stay with us .

Sister Thomas, Delaware, Ohio .—"Praise th e
Lord, 0 My soul ." I cannot express to you people
who have been in the Truth a good many years ,
what a joy it is to be here in this place so sacred
by one who started the message around the world
from here years ago. I want to lay aside every
weight and run with patience the race set before me .
If we are filled with the knowledge of God we wil l
make our calling and election sure .

Brother Bright, Brooklyn, N . Y.—I received th e
privilege of prayer when I came to a knowledge o f
the Truth. This is the first time I have ever bee n
in Pittsburgh, but nevertheless, when I look bac k
to the time when I received the message which orig-
inated here, it was from the heart that I receive d
that message of God ' s goodness .

Sister Fisher, Scranton, Pa .—I am deeply grate-
ful to the Heavenly Father to be able to come to the
Pittsburgh Convention. The way opened up so tha t
I am here and rejoicing. I live alone out in the
country. When I first went there it was almost
impossible but since then I have learned preciou s
lessons of living with the Lord alone. I am safe
from all danger while under His wings .



Brother Schultz, Carbondale, Pa . —We can say ,
"Our. Father Who art in heaven ." It is not every-
body who can say that . I never appreciated that
prayer as. much until I came into the Truth in 1905 .
I am trying to walk up to my covenant to the best
of my ability.

Brother Kendall, Washington, Pa .—About forty
years ago I came in that back door and saw Brother
Russell standing on the platform . Never since the
Apostle ' s, has God raised up a leadership like Broth -
er Russell's . That movement filled the earth wit h
the glory of God . I am glad I can lift up the stand-
ard of God while many who have claimed to see ,
are trailing it in the dust . I ask an interest in

your prayers • that I might be faithful and stan d

through the darkest hours .

Brother Stiles, Washington, D. C.—I wish to

extend Christian love from the Ecclesia in Washing-

ton. For my personal testimony, I am very happy
to be able to testify that the Lord is more preciou s

to me than ever . He contsantly grows more precious .

May we rejoice in that clear Son and may we all le t

our light shine on the road that leadeth to the Lamb .

Brother Newell, St . Louis; Missouri .—I find in

the world today less reverence for the Heavenl y

Father and there is a certain amount of irreverence
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that is apt to stick to us if we are not careful . I
I do give thangs to the Heavenly Father for th e
gracious thing He has given us and shown us
through Present Truth .

Brother Jones, Connellsville, Pa .—I think of Joh n
when he says, Who shall not reverence Thee for Thy
righteous acts? That seemed to strike a chord i n
my heart . We will reverence the name of our Lord .
We are not trusting in any organization any more .
Praise the name of the Lord !

Brother Johnson, Duquesne, Pa .—I feel that we
owe these brothers and sisters something that w e
cannot pay . We couldn ' t have this convention with-
out them. I personally feel, and know, I am voic-
ing the sentiments of the brethren at Pittsburgh,
that we owe you a debt of gratitude for coming and
hope you get well paid .

It is indeed gratifying to see in the testimonies
of, the brethren continued love for the Harvest mes -
sage of Truth and its Great Author, and their earn-
est desires to be faithful in carrying out their conse-
cration to follow in the Maste r ' s footsteps unto death .
Surely we can thankfully say : "Blest i)e the . tie that
binds our hearts in Christian love." The discourses
which followed during the ' day were reported i n
part as follows .

HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT

Brother C. A. Sundbom, Saginaw, Michigan

GOD'S WORD is a light unto our path . (Psa.

11 9 . :105 . ). It shows us HOW. to walk in the Narrow

V\T ay that leads .. to glory, honor and immortality .
Walking represents our conduct, the things we d o
and how we do them . Some "walk after their own

,ungodly lusts ." (Jude 18.) We should walls "worth y

.of the Lord ." (Col. 1 :10 .) The light of God's Word
shows us HOW to thus walk .

The disobedience of Adam plunged the world int o

darkness ; but "Light is sown for the righteous . "

(Psa. 97 :11 .) Literal seeds require some time after
planting to sprout and grow . Similarly, the seed s

of truth and 'hope did not sprout, i. e ., begin to be
understood, until Jesus came and opened the Nar-
xow Way. (1 Pet . 1 :12 .) At His first advent the
prophecies of the Old Testament were harmonized
and it began to be understood that God had a defin-
ite Plan. Those who consecrated themselves fully

to do God's will were given a clear insight into what
.God was doing, what in particular He wanted them

tO do and T-TOW to do it . This gave them fill aecnr-

anace for their hope . It is not strange that Peter

called it a MARVELOUS LIGHT.

under the darkness until by 1846 A . D. the 2300 days
of Daniel 8 :14 ended, and the sanctuary was cleansed.
Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. 3, pp . 110 to 120.

All of this cleansing was to make ready for the
second presence of Christ in 1874 . He had said that
no one would know the day nor the hour of His ar-
rival . No one did know until shortly after He had
returned . Then He girded Himself and served onl y
those whose loins were girded and who were watc h
iho- . (Luke 12 :37.) Those He served with the Ligh t
(Truth) of the DIVINE PLAN just as we enjoy it .
In t h is very city of Pittsburgh the glorious messaffe
of PRESENT TRUTH began to be sent out into th e
world by that Faithful and Wise Servant of the Lord .

Just as the Old Testament truths were harmon-
ized at the first advent, so at the second advent th e
Truths held by the Cleansed Sanctuary were har-
monized . New Truths, meat in due season, were
also given. Again, the true Christians rejoiced in
knowing God has a definite Plan . The Light was
then, and has since continued to be, more marvelou s
than ever .

"Polaroid" is a new glass-like substance. It gives
definite direction to light rays which ordinarily reach
the eves chaotically and cause painful glare . The
DIVINE PLAN does for the light of the Bible wha t
Polaroid does for natural light rays . Through th e
PLAN all rays of Divine Truth come to us in their
proper orderly setting . For instance, the doctrine o f
ELECTION, considered separately, appears unjust .

Soon after the death of the Apostles, the adversary
got in his work, and the "dark ages " came. Grad-
ually the truths of God's Plan were taken away,
twisted or made void by the creeds of men. God

„gave a "little help" (Dan . 11 :34 .) in the Reforma-

tion . In the years that followed Luther, each ne w
sect of Protestants brought out some truths from
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But when harmonized with other Bible truths it i s
reasonable and beautiful . The DIVINE PLAN also
gives definite direction to the rays of truth respecting

obligations to God . Many well-meaning people be-
lieve the Ten Commandments apply to Christians .
Yet experience has abundantly proven that no on e
is able to keep every feature of the Jewish Law re-
quirements . (James 2 :10.) The DIVINE PLAN
shows that we must "rightly divide the Word of
Truth." The Ten Commandments were given only
to the Jews, as a "schoolmaster to lead them to
Christ" and they should have recognized their in -
ability to keep the law and attain life thereby . Those
in Christ must fulfil the righteousness of , the Law
by walking after its spirit, which is greater than th e
letter of the Law, is higher, and, in some ways ,
more difficult .—Matt . 5 :21, 22 .

Yes, the harmonizing of Bible Truths is most
important . It is this harmony that makes His Ligh t
so MARVELOUS .

"The light of the body is the eye if therefore thin e
eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light . "
(Matt . 6 :22.) A "single eye" is one which look s
Only to God to see what His will is . (Matt . 6 :24 . )
If our eye is thus only on Him, we will have divin e
light for our Christian walk in all branches of His
service . We will know what He wants done, and
why. We will also know- HOW to do it so as t o
please Him .

ON the first day of the first month in the secon d
year, the tabernacle was set up at Sinai .` (Ex. 40 :2 . )
The events of the 8th, 9th and 10th chapters of Le-
viticus and many other things were carried out unti l
at last the cloud began to move that was over the
tabernacle . So they took their long journey of 160
miles arriving at the border of the promised land.
about the close of our July . Read Num. 13 :17, 18 .

In Leviticus, chapter 16, we see Aaron clothe d
for service, the linen garments emblematic of purity .
The bullock represented Jesus at the age of 30 .
(Matt . 3 :13-17 .) The sin-offering illustrated th e
sacrificial death of the Redeemer . The burnt offer-
ing, God's manifestation or acceptance of the sin
offering .

This chapter shows the application of the meri t
of the sin offering, first for the church, second fo r
the world .

After the sacrifice of the bullock, which represents
the humanity of Jesus, Aaron presents the two goats
on the north side of the altar, before the Lord. These
two animals are for a sin offering for the people .
The Lord made the choice	 one, the Lord's goat
and the other, the scapegoat, showing that God i s
no respecter of persons .

Who are you? Will you be of the great company
class, or of the little flock? You, yourself, will be
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If, on the other hand, we look through our own
ideas of some things (ideas out of harmony with
God 's Plan) to that extent at least our path will b e
dark. Those who study the Bible with the idea that
it is God 's Plan to convert the world now, wonder
why they have so little success . To this extent at
least they walk in darkness . Similarly those who
feel that the Lord MUST have a visible earthly or-
ganization are in doubt as to what to do when thei r
particular organization does things manifestly con-
trary to God 's Word . For a time, at least, they wal k
in darkness. Only by laying aside our own ideas
and prejudices as to what God is cloning or ought t o
he doing, can we learn what His will is . In addition
we must keep His commandments, be doers of the
Word, to walk in the LIGHT .—1 John 2 :3-7 .

We repeat that those who are in the LIGHT kno w
what God is doing, why it is being done, and HOW
to do what He wishes done . This gives full assur-
ance of faith and hope. A clear understanding of
what to do is important in any kind of undertaking .
Without this, the most ambitious and energetic soon
lose interest . This is even more true in the Christian
Way where much of the walk is by faith, and th e
visible results meager . A failure to have Light on
God's will tends to discouragement and a gradual
cooling of love for God. On the other hand, having
His Marvelous Light has the beneficial effect 6f
giving confidence, not in ourselves or our ow n
strength, but that we will succeed because we ar e
doing what He desires done .

the one to determine the issue—it depends upon the
way you live up to your consecration .

Now the choice is being made. Let us take a goo d
look at that goat . He has his head up—it picture s
submission . He came, just as you and I came up to
the Lord and asked to be crucified, to die sacrifi-
cially—it pictures one who says, I do not want to
have any will of my own ; I want the Lord to have
His will done in me . He is ready, therefore, to be
offered, ready to die sacrificially, to fulfil His coven -
ant, as he came - in there as a sin-offering . Now
look at this other goat—the scapegoat . I hope you d o
not see yourself in that goat—his head is down—h e
does not like that man who has the knife .

	

-

Some of God 's people are going to lose out be -
cause they said they wanted to die ; the Lord said ,
I will take you at your word ; but they do not want
to die just that way, or do not like to die quite s o
quickly. If a brother or sister has consecrated hi s
life to God, the Lord is going to see to it, as long a s
he is under the blood, that he <lies, whether willingl y
or unwillingly—but, willingly or unwillingly, he i s
going to die .

The Lord's goat was taken to the north side o f
the altar . What does that picture? It pictures the
church, the bride of Christ, - the 144.000 who have
come to die, and are willing to die, willing to sacrifice

THE ATONEMENT DAY
Brother T . E. Barker, Arlington, Mass .
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everything to accomplish that sacrificial death, an d
accordingly, whose names are written in heaven . Yo u
will be one of them if you are working out your lif e
in harmony with your covenant . There is no need
for any boasting or self-exaltation of any brothe r
or sister who sees himself or herself in that goat ;
you are but one of those 144,000 pieces of the Lord' s
lamb. Humble yourself under the mighty hand o f
God, that He may exalt you in due time .

The same thing that was clone to that goat wa s
done to the bullock ; but the' hides of both animal s
were taken outside the court and burned, represent-
ing the ignominy of Christ, the Head and the church ,
His body. That fire started with the Lord at Jor-
dan, and with the church at Pentecost, and it is stil l
going on, because the Lord's people are still layin g
down their human lives in harmony with the Lord' s
will. The church is still suffering and only the Lor d
knows what lies ahead of us . The blood of this ani-
mal was taken into the Most Holy and sprinkle d
on and before the Mercy Seat in the form of a cross .
The bullock 's blood was for "himself and his house, "
but the blood of the goat was for the people—as a
part of the sin-offering. However, the goat has
no part in the ransom ; but has the privilege of bein g
identified with that wonderful offering that is to brin g

` a blessing to mankind .

On his return, the priest found the other goat-the
'scapegoat having previously had a piece of red clot h
tied around its horns, picturing that it is still under
the blood . The priest with both hands on its , head
confesses the sins of the people over him. What
sins? Nothing the Christ, Head and Body, could
bear away. It is sin that God could not forgive
without expiation . Brother Russell said, "The suf-
ferings of . the great company will expiate the wilfu l
or deliberate sin against the Lord's people : all othe r
sins will be atoned for by the merit of Christ ."
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Then, that goat was taken outside the ' camp .` Ti e
first 'row of tents from the court fence - was tw o
thousand cubits away . Tradition says' that when, tha t
goat was led into the camp of Israel, every one who
could get near enough to him could punish him
and beat him, all the way through the camp, and ,
when he reached the end, he was cast out to die .
What is the lesson? Mark you, during the time
this is taking place, the priest has gone into th e
tabernacle of the congregation, has changed his
clothes and taken off his white raiment, has washed
himself and put on his glorious garments, While th e
scapegoat is going through the camp, thus repre-
senting the deliverance of the Christ body while
the great company is going through its affliction and
trouble . In other words, when every man ' s hand
shall be against that of his neighbor, these represent-
ed by this goat will be the ones who will receive th e
greatest persecution, because they will then uphol d
the banner of Christ . Unless they do that, they. wil l
die the second death—they must all overcome finally .

Two more animals were offered after the pries t
had changed his clothes . These two animals are
not offered antitypically until the church has bee n
glorified. By and by the last member of the body of
Christ will pass beyond the wail and the door to th e
high calling will be closed. The Lord will then have
all His merit in His hands and will be released from
the little flock. He will not ` take His bride, the
church, home to glory immediately but will tarry
for the great company, the virgins, her companions .

He would not go into the presence of Jehovah with-
out all His merit . And thus while they tarry . they
have a beautiful, happy honeymoon together . Many
things will be told to them and they will be full y

instructed in all the ways of the Lord before He
will take His bride home to glory as one 'corrmlete
un i t for all thewonderful work of the ages to come .
Hallelujah ! what a- Saviour!

CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITIES

Brother W. N. Poe, Cincinnati, Ohio

OUR subject suggests that we have assumed defi-
nite obligations and many scriptures tell of the great
-importance, to ourselves, of the meeting of thes e
-obligations .

We shall consider these from the standpoint of
the experiences of Israel as recorded, principally, i n
the book of Judges, chapters 1-8.

God speaking through Moses told Israel "When
the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land
whither thou goest to possess it . . . thou shalt smite
them [the peoples of the land], and utterly destroy
them ; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor
shew mercy unto them ; neither shalt thou make
-marriages with them ; . . : for they will turn away
thv sons from following Me, that they may serve
-other, gods . "—Deut . 7 :1-4 .

Not only were they to drive the people out of the
:land, but also they were to rid the land of every evi-
dence of false worship, to "destroy their altars, break

their images and cut down their groves ."—Ex. 34 :13 . '

The second chapter of Judges tells us that the next
generation of Israelites not only failed to obey,` but
"they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, . . . and
followed other gods . . . of the people that were round
about them, and bowed themselves unto them, " in-
dicating that there was a gradual breaking down o f
the true faith .

The third and fourth chapters tell us that whe n
Israel cried unto the Lord because of their great dis-
tress, that deliverance was provided, revealing th e
truth that God stands ready to deliver, but will not
do so until there is a true desire for deliverance an d
until those in bondage are willing to cooperate whole-
heartedly . —Matt . 6 :12 . (See Berean Comments .)

Our most enlightening object lesson, perhaps, is
found in the sixth chapter from which we learn tha t
Israel 's enemies came up against them like grass-
hoppers, when they did evil in the sight of the Lord,



,l).peembeir 1938

greatly impoverishing them, resulting in what seem s
to have been a genuine realization of their difficulties .

When Israel cried unto the Lord, a prophet wa s
sent . The particular feature of interest here is th e
method used by the prophet in dealing with the re-
pentant Israelities .

The prophet, obviously, was one who had con-
sistently served the Lord even while Israel followe d
other gods, and we might have expected him to say :
"I told you so" or "you got just what you deserved,"
but the prophet being under the direction of the Lord ,
did no such thing . Instead, he took them on a trip o f
retrospection reminding them of the Lord ' s kindness
in the years that were past, saying : "Thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, I brought you up fro m
Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of
bondage ; and I delivered you out of the hand of th e
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed
you. The record being only a synopsis of what wa s
really said, we may imagine that he went into detail ,
reminding them of the methods used and the jo y
it brought to their hearts.

This, riv e believe, is the key to one of our most
difficult questions today—that of assisting our breth-
ren who remain in bondage . Have we not a dut y
toward them? And could there be a better way o f
reestablishing them in the faith once delivered unt o
the saints? Would not our hearts burn within u s
if it should be our privilege to re-live with them, in
pleasant conversation, the years that are past, remind-
ing themof how they were delivered from antitypica l
Egypt, and the many false doctrines that hound them
there? There seems to be but one antidote for much
of the spiritual sickness that exists today, viz ., a
review of God ' s Word using the six volumes o f
Scripture . Studies as a helping hand .

God severely tested Gideon by commanding him
to destroy his own . father's shrines . This seems
strangely reminiscent of the duties which hones t
conviction moved us to meet when we, too, learned
that retrogression had taken place . Oh, the pain
of displeasing the loved . ones and the broken. bonds
of friendships ; how they did tug at our . heart-strings ,
but how sweet is the Lord's favor and greater to b e
desired !

Even though the angel had appeared unto Gideon,
he was not sure that the Lord would have him oppos e
such great odds, but after he had tested the Lord and
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received answer through the fleece, he was convinced
and proceeded accordingly . Has the Lord spoken
to us? Have we proved what we profess? If so,
why continue in doubt ?

It is noted that this was an orderly campaign.
Gideon and his 300 stationed themselves in strategi c
positions, within seeing and hearing distance of the
enemy, and at a given signal broke their pitchers
and blew their trumpets in unison, creating con-
sternation among the Midiapites . A more nearly
perfect picture of team-work, unanimity of both
thought and action, could not be conceived, thu s
indicating, we believe, that the Lord (antitypical
Gideon) will and does have a small company o f
brethren in the earth, who will continue to shout
"the sword of the Lord and of Gideon! "

In these days, when every man's hand seem s
creasingly against his neighbor, true Christianity by
contrast, becomes the more beautiful and desirable.
Is not the very spirit of Christianity one of loving
cooperation and service to the brethren? Are we
not to consider one another to provoke unto lov e
and to good works? And did not the Faithful an d
Wise servant have fellow-servants ?

The cause of the confusion and great destructio n
which came upon Midian, was the torch light an d
a small company of trumpeters under the direction o f
Gideon, which accurately depicts the true causes o f
the impending catastrophe, which now confronts th e
world of mankind. Is it not a fact that much of the
world 's trouble is the result of increased light along
every line, lust as the prophet Daniel foretold i t
would be ?—Dan . 12 :1, 4 .

This Paul also foretold when he wrote : "Then '
will be revealed the lawless one ; whom the Lord
Jesus will consume with the breath of . His • mouth,
and annihilate by the appearing of His presence,"
or to use the original words : He shall annihilate b y
the "epiphania" (bright shining) of His "parousia"
(presence) .-2 Thes. 2 :8, Diaglo tt .

As a fitting climax to this picture, the eighth chap-
ter tells us that the men of Israel said unto Gideon :
"Rule over us, . for thou bast delivered us fro m
the hand of Midian. And Gideon said unto them :
I will not rule over you . . . the Lord shall rule over
you," bringing us in figure to the grand climax when
our Heavenly Father shall be "all in all . "

"BUILDED TOGETHER . FOR A HABITATION OF GOD"
Brother W. J. Hollister, Brooklyn, N . Y .

IN THE BIBLE the thought of God's dwelling
place is used in several connections . First, it is as-
sociated with Israel's Temple and the city of Jeru-
salem. Moses speaks of the place in which God would
"put His name [renown] ." (Deut : 12 :5-7.) Solomon
uses the same words in speaking of the temple which
he built in accordance with God 's instructions. ( 2
Chron. 6 :19, 20.) Both of these leaders of Israel
recognized that these creations of men were no t
places where God would actually dwell, for both

spoke of His habitation as in the heavens . (Deut . 26 :
15 ; 2 Chron . 6 :180 The temple was merely the ,place
where God gave a supernatural representation of
Himself, and where He would receive the worship of
Israel, and they receive His instructions .

Another thought associated with the habitation o f
Gdd is the holy principles in accord with which He
exercises His great power, as we read in Psalm 89, ;
14 : "Justice and judgment are the habitation [fixed
place, or base] of Thy throne : mercy and truth shall



12

	

The Dawn
go before Thy face . " And again; "Righteousnes s
and judgment are the habitation of His throne . "—
Psa. 97 :2 .

Still another thought in regard to God 's dwelling
place is given us in Isaiah 57 :15, where we read :
"Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble ,
and' to revive the heart of the contrite ones." The
thought here is that God, can work in the heart of th e
humble and contrite, to revive, comfort and bless .

But the Bible presents a further and a more com-
prehensive thought regarding the habitation of God ;
namely, a being, and a group of beings, so thoroughly
in accord with His principles that He can dwell i n
them and exercise His benevolent and glorious at -
tributes through them. In other words, a living
habitation in which, as the Apostle says in our text ,
He can dwell "in spirit." (See Emphatic Diaglott . )
That God desires such a habitation is recorded i n
Psalm 132 : 13, 14 : "For the Lord hath chosen Zion ;
He hat]) desired it for His habitation . This is My

rest forever : here will I dwell ; for I have desired

it ." Thus we see that God's habitation in the high-
est sense of the term, the dwelling place which H e
desires, is the Christ, composed of those in whos e
hearts and characters is room for full fellowship

(1 John 1 :3 .), and through whom God can manifest
His principles, disposition and power. As our Lord
likewise said, "The Father seeketh such to wor-
ship Him" as worship "in spirit and in truth, "—
John 4 :23 .

In the New Testament three phases or aspects

are given of this dwelling place of God. First ,
Clod recognizes the individual members of the Bod y
of. Christ as His dwelling place, the temple of His

spirit, as we read : "What? know ye not that your

body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is i n
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not you r

own ?" And again : "Know ye not that ye are th e
temple' of God, and that the Spirit of God dwellet h

in you?" (1 Cor . 6 :19 ; 3 :16 .) Each member of th e
Body is also recognized as a builder—a builder o f

character . (1 Cor. 3 :9-15 .) In the spiritual building ,
as in material buildings, a good foundation is a

prime essential ; and the building itself must confor m
to the lines and angles of the foundation. In the

passage just cited St . Paul says we have in Jesu s
the one and only dependable foundation . A similar

thought is found in 2 Timothy 3 :16, where St. Paul
says the Scriptures are profitable for "doctrine . "

This word, doctrine, means teaching, but has th e
additional thought of "substance . " And thus we
sometimes speak of the Ransom provided by Jesu s
as the foundation doctrine of the Bible, and th e
foundation of our faith and character structure .

St . Peter evidently refers to the antitypical Temple
when he says that we come unto Tesus, as unto a

living stone, "a chief corner stone," chosen of God
and precious, and that we also, as living stones, ar e
"built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood . . .
(I Pet. 2 :4-6.) Building materials must meet cer -

tain specifications and tests in order to be accept-
able and useful . And so it is with us . We are teste d
to see that we are not too hard through pride o r
selfishness or self-will . Or we might be too soft,
like Eli the . priest who lost the priesthood because
he lacked strength of character, and failed to restrain
his sons in their wrong course . (1 Sam. 3 :13, 14 . )
Some materials must be tested for tensile or stretch-
ing strength, and others for breaking strength. So
we too are tested and exhorted to " let patience hav e
her perfect (ing) work, that ye may be perfect an d
entire, wanting nothing ;" able to "suffer long an d
[yet] be kind." (James 1 :4 ; 1 Cor. 13 :4.) Then
some materials are rejected because of concealed de-
fects—not visible on the outside. And so with the
Christian : it is possible for defects of character to
be present but concealed from others, until the tes t
is applied . Then it may be found that secret faults ,
self-indulgence, unjust conduct, compromising with
the world, neglect of the Word of God, have weak-
ened and made one's character building unfit for th e
Lord's use as a member of His Body . How import -
ant is this individual building work ! As St . Paul
exhorts, let us"take heed" how we build .—1 Cor .
3 :10.

The second aspect of the habitation of God—"i n
spirit" is in the local ecclesia or church . Here we
have a group of those who, by God's grace, are en -
gaged as individuals in building upon the founda-
tion, Jesus, a character like His, being "conforme d
to the image of His [God ' s] Son . " (Rom. 8 :29 . )
These individual builders all have the Lord as thei r
ideal and pattern, but have different minds, experi -
ences, and handicaps in their imperfect vehicles o f
expression . Association with one another in the
church is therefore of great value because if we "look
not every man on his own things, but . . . also on the
things of others, " we see in our brethren inspirin g
illustrations of the work of God : this one's humility ;
that one ' s patience : this brother's zeal in service of the
brethren and the truth ; that sister's meekness an d
gentleness, etc. (Phil 2 :4 .) And these all become in-
centives to us to run with patience the race set be-
fore us . How much we, individually, gain from as-
sociation with other brethren in the church; wil l
largely depend upon how much of time, thought ,
prayer and loving service we invest in it . It is a
great privilege to have fellowship with others who ,
like ourselves, are engaged in the most momentous
work that ever occupied members of our race .

The third view of God's habitation in the Churc h
is presented in our text, Eph. 2 :22. What precious
abode that complete body, with its glorious Head ,
will be! All will be graduates of the School of
Christ ; all perfected as their Master—in His image .
All will be virgins, glorious within (in character) ;
without guile ; veterans of the Narrow Way, who fol-
lowed the Lamb whithersoever He went . Yes, they
will be "filled with all the fulness of God ." (Eph .
3 :19.) What unspeakable glory it will be to be. a
member of that exalted Church ; a habitation that th e
great Creator has desired, through which He ca n
express Himself, and, in which He will dwell forever .
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Saturday, October . 22nd, 1938

Chairman of the Day--BROTHER CLARENCE GEORGE

9 :00 A . Al.-Praise and Testimony Meeting

10 :00 A . M.—Discourse

	

Brother E. G. hi lylam ,
"Peace, Purity and Principle"

11 :00 A. M . —Discourse

	

Brother L . H . Norby,
"Fishers of Men "

SPECIAL PROGRAM DEDICATED TO

TNiE MEMORY OF BROTHER RUSSELL

1 :45 P . M .•—Service at Pastor Russell 's Grave
(In Charge—Brother Horace Blinn )

2 :45 P.M . -Discourse

	

Brother C. P . Bridges ;
"Risen Will, Chrisl "

4 :15 P . :AI .—Baptismal Servic e

6 : - I 5 P . N .---Praise Service

7 :00 P . Al . --Service Conducted by
Brother G . S . Kendal l

One of the special
features of the annua l
Pittsburgh conventio n
is the memorial service
at the grave of Brother
Russell . This year the
weather was favorable
and about 150 or more
of the brethren wer e
present at the ceme -
tery, where the servic e
was held in the open
air, directly at th e
grave. The grave was
decorated with a beau-
tiful floral tribute pre-
sented by one of the
brethren who is a
florist . The meeting

opened with a hymn and prayer . Brother Blinn of
Cincinnati, made a short address and called on sev-
eral other brethren who had been closely associ-
ated with Brother Russell, for brief remarks . among _
these were Brothers George Kendall of Washington ,
Pa., Oscar Magnuson of Brooklyn, C . P. Bridges
of Lynn . Mass., and L. F. Zink of Brantford, Ontar-
io . All of these brethren had known of the truth
and had been acquainted with Brother Russell fo r
many years, one having met him about fifty years
ago . Deer appreciation was expressed for the clea r
light on God 's Word they had received through
Brother Russell's ministry, for his example of faith -
fulness and zeal, and the privilege of associatio n
in the work of proclaiming God's great plan and th e
presence of Christ, supervising the work of the har-
vest of the church and preparing for the establish-
ment of His Kingdom in the earth . The Memoria l
meeting was a solemn and inspiring occasion as th e
little company of fellow-servants met that beautifu l
fall afternoon to again pay tribute to the one wh o
had so kindly and faithfullly led in preaching an d
teaching the Present Truth, in exhorting the brethren
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to follow, the footsteps of our Head in every detai l
of life ; one who we feel sure was faithful unto death
and we believe is now with the Lord in glory .

Following the return to the Bible House an ad-
dress on the subject of Baptism was given by Brothe r
Bridges (reported elsewhere herein), and this wa s
followed by the water immersion of six symbol -
izing their full consecration to follow the Lor d
even unto death. The immersion service was con-
ducted by Brother E . F. Williams of Duquesne, Pa. ,
at the First Christian Church located on Arch Stree t
nearby .

Saturday evening Brother George Kendall of
Washington, Pa ., who has travelled extensively in
foreign lands, gave a very instructive lecture, illus-
trated with beautifully colored slides made from
photographs taken in his travels . The lecture was
given in two parts, the first on "The Wonders o f
the Ancient World," and the second, after a shor t
intermission, on "The Holy Land—Home of th e
Prophets ." In the first section many views wer e
thrown on the screen of the wonderful building s
and monuments in Egypt, and in the accompanying
lecture an explanation given of their stupendou s
size . The means by which the enormous stones i n
these buildings were transported many miles fro m
the quarries is a mystery to this day, Brother Kendall
explained, a task for which our modern methods
and machinery are unequal ; and they were erecte d
with such close fitting joints as cannot be duplicate d
today . These "wonders of the ancient world" im-
pressed the great truths for which the lecture was
designed . namely, that man is not a creation of evo-
lutional development and that the ancients posses-
sed wisdom, arts and skill of which modern scienc e
is ignorant .

The second lecture presented the scenes sacred t o
Jews and Christians : scenes of Palestine associated
with the history of Israel, and with the life, death
and resurrection of our Lord . Also shown were
scenes of modern Palestine to which the Jews hav e
been returning in large numbers . These views
brought home with renewed emphasis the fulfillment
now in progress of the prophecies respecting the re -
turn of Israel to their promised land, and the con-
firmation therein that the establishment of God ' s
Kingdom in the earth is near at hand .

Brother Kendall was ably assisted by his wife wh o
handled the stereopticon lantern, the pictures foI-
lowing in harmonious sequence as the lectu res pro-
ceeded . The long lecture—in fact, two lectures i n
one—must have been quite an effort for Brothe r
Kendall, but was much avpreciated by his audience .

The Praise and Testimony meeting with which
Saturday 's sessions opened was led by Brother A .
Newell of St . Louis, Mo. The suggested subject was
the Manna text for the day : "Are ye able to drink
of the cup that I shall drink of?" (Matt. 20 :22 . )
Again the time seems to have been well filled and w e
are recording below some of the testimonies of th e
brethren expressing their faith, hope and love, an d
the experiences through which they are being led
in their journey to the Kingdom .
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Sister Sundbom : This morning a little cuplet came
to .my mind : "Greatness in humility ; victory through
service. This has been mighty helpful to me
through the years past. I am thankful to the Lord's
keeping power and for the experiences of yesterday.
This is just like being in heaven. Then we will be
meeting the dear ones we knew in the past and who
have made their calling and election sure . I bring
the love of my sister, . Esther Kuehn, Brother Fred
Mason and Brother Wyndelts .

Sister Dale, Los Angeles, Calif . : Greetings from
each and every one in the Los Angeles class, who ar e
with us in spirit . Glad to be here myself and re -
quest number 23 be sung .

Sister Corey Mitchell, Brooklyn, N . Y . : I was
thinking, What is the tie which binds our hearts ?
It seems to me it is the spirit of the Lord . To the
extent that we each have the spirit of the Lord, a
desire to do His will and to be fully subject to Hi s
comands as revealed in His Word, we are bound
together. It is my heart's desire that I may never do
anything to in any way weaken that tie which bind s
us to the Lord and to one another . I ask your pray-
ers to that end .

t `Sister Sogan, New Haven, Conn . : I am Slovak .
.We have some Italian, Polish and Russians in ou r
-class . I have come here to get spiritual strength .
I have lost my husband and am in trouble . Pray for
Me. -

Brother Sweiger, Baltimore, Md . : I bring the
Christian love and greetings from the Baltimore ec -
-elesia. They all had a desire in their hearts to b e
'here . I thank the Father for this privilege. I am
drinking of His cup and have been for the pas t
22 years while walking in that narrow way . He has
been blessing me and giving me the desire that I
had been seeking—the present truth . It is because
of this truth that I am here this morning . I want
to walk in Jesus' footsteps and suffer with Him .

Brother Kolliman, Wilmington, Del . : I want to
relate a little experience we had about four weeks

ago. It was a Sunday that we had no schedule ar-

-ranged, and were thinking of resting that Sunday .

But at about ten o 'clock in the morning I told Siste r

Kolliman, Would you like to take a little trip with

me today? She agreed. Once in 1923 we ran acros s

a brother who had left the Society in 1917 . We had

supper and spent the evening together . We had
quite a conversation . He was anxious for himsel f
because of inactivity. He was worried—couldn ' t
cooperate with any of the Society friends . All by
himself . That was in 1923 and four weeks ago I
thought I might try to find him. So we travelled
down to Rising Sun. We found him about fifteen
miles away from anywhere at a little town we neve r

heard of. I recognized him. We got acquainted

again. He said he was sick and tired of idleness . No
inspiration from any source. No cooperation from
anyone. Waylaid, and left adrift . Because of hi s
desire to serve the Lord he tried to forget the erro r

he knew and worked fora year selling books. The

The' Dawn

brother was nearly at his wit's 'end . So .you see,
we. merely took the cup, and made the trip of. about
30-35 miles. That cup, when we got down there,
was a cup of joy. I hope all the friends will 'try it."

Brother Burton Brown, Los Angeles, Calif . : I
thank Him for the wonderful Word and the truth s
He has given to me, and I want to say that I ;am
also thankful for the Lord's blessed promise that we
are all going to meet later on in a more glorious
convention beyond the vail . I pray that I may hold
fast that which is good and be able to see you there .

Brother Blinn, Cincinnati, O . : This convention re-
minds me of place-cards around the table at this
feast of fat things. So I represent the brethren in
Cincinnati who commissioned us to send their love
and greetings . One thing always comes to my min d
especially in this convention in Allegheny-the deep,
genuine spirit of thankfulness . How thankful we are
to God that another year has passed and He has
kept our feet from falling.

Sister Kemp, Boston, Mass . : Although I have
been away from Boston for three months, the friends
there want to be remembered, according to letter s
received. Praying that the Lord 's blessing migh t
be here and to be able to pass it along to others when
we go back. I ask an interest in your prayers .

Brother Janke, Tonawanda, N . Y. : I am glad to be
here and see so many of the dear friends again . A
year ago at the convention here the final plans wer e
made by some of the speakers to see what could b e
done to get some of the people together in the Buffal o
area. VVe thought surely there must be some around
Buffalo that would like to get together . Sixty
to seventy came out, showing that they hadn't al l
gone astray. We put forth the effort ; the Lord did
the rest . A lot of friends were bewildered, and are
now ; they don't know where to turn for help . My
own experience is that nine years ago I was in the
same condition—didn't know where to turn . A
helping hand was extended and I must say I appre-
ciate it very much .

Sister Walbach, Brooklyn, N . Y . : I wouldn't have
been in the truth today if it hadn't been for the cup
poured for me. Brother Russell used to say : "Re-
member that when you are in the Lord's service the
Lord has spoken of you as the angels that fly in th e
midst of heaven giving the message to the world ?

Sister E. Cooksey, Youngstown, Ohio : This is a
glad day for me. I would like to say that your work
is not in vain . The Lord knows those that are His.
None comes unless they are the Lord's. I got so
many blessings from the dear friends this year . I
didn't think I was worthy of so many blessings and
friends coming miles to visit me . Sweet incense t o
the Lord. I am truly thankful .

On Saturday three more helpful discourses were
given, in addition to the lecture by Brother Kendal l
and the Memorial service at Brother Russell ' s grave.
A synopsis of these discourses follows :
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PEACE, PURITY AND PRINCIPLE

Brother E . G. Wylam, Chicago, Illinois

WHILE the subject of our discourse is Peace,
Purity and Principle, these subdivisions will be dis-
cussed in the reverse order : Principle, Purity and
Peace .

Principle is a rule of action : A wrong rule of
action leads to or results in wrong action. A right
rule of action leads to or results in right action .
God 's Ten Commandments, as given to Israe l
through Moses, constituted an epitome of proper
principles or rules of action, even though only two
of them are positive and the other eight negative .
(Exod . 20 :3-17.) These rules for proper action an d
conduct became the basis of God's Covenant with
Israel, the purpose of which was, as a pedagogu e
or school-teacher, to bring them to Christ . By reason
of the fall, it was impossible for Israel to perfectly
observe these commandments ; it is equally impossible
for us to do so .

Their apparent simplicity was delusive, for under-
neath the surface was a hidden meaning . Hatred
of a fellow was equivalent to murder . An adulterous
desire constituted a violation of the 7th Command-
ment . Any division of heart, mind, soul or strengt h
violated the Law . The Mosaic Law was not God' s
original Law ; it was not given to mankind, but to
Israel . God's Original Law was given to Adam i n
Eden. It was, with the course of time, to be written
and engraved upon his heart. The divine image i n
which he was created made this possible . As long:-.
as Adam's actions were in conformity to the Law
of God, purity and peace prevailed .

How sudden and marvelous and terrible was the
change which followed the fall ! The devastatin g
influence and. aftermath of this departure from God' s
Law is exemplified forty centuries afterward in th e
case of Paul, who though a spiritual giant as compar-
ed with most of us, testified that for this very reason ,
the things that he would, he did not do, and th e
things that he w"puld not, those things he did . The
chaotic state of the minds and affairs of men today ,
is further evidence of the disastrous effect of the non-
observance of right, Godly principle .

Following the curse and expulsion from Eden ,
in rapid succession came bitterness, resentment an d
anger ; with the sudden catastrophe of the murder o f
Abel at the hands of his brother Cain . There was
no peace there ; and as we trace the 6000 Years o f
human history, we find, indeed, that the only hop e
for mankind is through Jesus Christ, who kept th e
Law .

As we a pproach the subject of Purity, particularl y
as it pertains to the Church . we find that it is no t
only required outwardly . but that purity within is
even more essential, and if we have purity within ou r
hearts, it will express itself outwardly in a life
of righteousness, manifested in an observance of an d
compliance with principle or the right rules of ac-
tion. In other words, principle is an outward expres-
sion of purity within . The two are inseparable .

Purity is spoken of in the Bible as a condition of
heart, a condition of mind and a condition of con-
science in support of which the following texts ar e
submitted. As a condition of heart : "Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God," "Call
on the Lord out of a pure heart," "Charity out of
a pure heart," "I have made my heart clean, I am
pure from my sin . " (Proverbs 20 :9.) A pure con-
dition of heart is to he attained by the Christian _
and then maintained. Concerning peace as a con-
dition of mind, we read in 2nd Peter 3 :1, "I sti r
up your pure minds by way of remembrance," an d
again Paul's statement to Titus, "Unto the pure
all things are pure." (Titus 1 :15 .) As to conscience ,
"Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure con -
science, " is one of the requirements of eldership . —
1 Timothy 3 :9 .

How can we acquire this sublime condition o f
purity of heart, mind and conscience? The Bibl e
gives us the answer ; "Every man that bath this hope
in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure . " (1 John
3 :1-3.) Thus hope is held up to us as a means of
purification, as are also the promises of God, as we
read in 2 Corinthians 7 :1 : "Having therefore thes e
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves"
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God ." In illustration of which
we may consider the priests and the sacrifices, a s
they were washed at the laver in the Court, the waters
picturing Scriptural Truth . In further confirmation
of this we read in James 3 :17 . "The wisdom that
is from above is first pure, then peaceable . "

In the dispute which arose amongst the early
Church at Jerusalem as pertaining to circumcision „
"Peter rose up, and said unto them, . . . God, which
knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them•
the Holy Spirit, even as IIe did unto us ; and put
no difference between us and them, purifying thei r
hearts by faith . "—Acts 15 :7-9 .

Hope, knowledge and faith, however valuable as
purifying influences, are not alone sufficient . Obedi -
ence is essential . "Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeign-
ed love of the brethren, see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently . "—I Peter 1 :22 .

In addition to these helps and means of purifi-
cation, God also, actively assists through the purgin g
process of His providences . Malachi 3 :3 reads ,
"And IIe shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silve r
and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge the m
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lor d
an offering in righteousness . " This is brought about
by the bitter experiences of life, as pictured in the
Passover by the sprinkling of the blood upon th e
lintels and doorposts of the houses with a branch
of bitter hyssop and further emphasized in the eating
of the lamb roast with fire and accompanied by the
bitter herbs . David in the 51st Psalm, sneaking
prophetically for the Church, cries out in the 7th
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verse, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean ;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow . "

IIaving attained a state of purity, Timothy wa s

admonished by Paul in 1 Timothy 5 :22, "Keep thy-
self pure," and James says, that "If any man among

you seenieth to be religious, " he would, among other

things, "Keep himself unspotted from the world ."—

James 1 :26, 27 .

As we look about us in the world today, eithe r
far or near, we find that peace is almost non-exist-
ent . Man thinks that peace comes from without . He
spends his life to attain it, only to find as did . Solo-
mon in his declining years, that "all is vanity, an d

vexation of spirit . " God 's peace comes from within ,

not from without . It is dependent upon the prope r

balance of mind and a perfect condition of heart .

When in meditation we consider Jehovah, we can
conceive of no lack of peace. Regardless of the
turmoil and hubbub which exists upon this littl e
dot in His universe called the earth, and the re-
bellion in His courts brought about by Lucifer, w e
realize that He is unperturbed . Jesus also enjoye d
such peace . Amidst the violence of the storm upo n
the sea of Galilee, we find Him asleep and even i n
being so suddenly awakened, we find Him at eas e
in heart and mind . When His enemies would hav e
destroyed Him, He quietly walked away. In the
clamor of Gethsemane, we find Him the most tranqui l
.of them all .

The Dawn

This priceless legacy He left to us, "Peace I leave
with you, My peace I give unto you : not as the worl d
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid . " (John 14 :27 . )
IIe left it with us, He gave it unto us . Do we en-
joy it? If not, why not? It is attained by faith—
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peac e
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ . " (Romans
5 :1 .) Like purity, it is attained from the Word of
God. It is also attained by prayer, as we read in
Philippians 4 :6, 7, TWVeyonotith rendering, "Do not
be over-anxious about anything, but by prayer and
and earnest pleading, together with thanksgiving,
let your requests be unreservedly made known in th e
presence of God . And then the peace of God, whic h
transcends all our powers of thought, will be a gar-
rison to guard your hearts and minds in union wit h
Christ Jesus . "

The world, the flesh and the devil would flood u s
with fretful cares and overwhelming anxieties which
would rob us of this priceless heritage, but peace
persists despite adversity for those of faith . - "Ac-
cording to thy faith be it unto thee . "

The crux of the whole proposition of Peace, . Purity
and Principle is the application of these things t o
self, among our brethren, in. the Church, in the
home, in business and in all of life's contacts . Pres-
ent conditions will oppose them, but it is possibl e
to attain, maintain and retain Peace, Purity And
Principle . "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace ,
whose mind is stayed on Thee . "

FISHERS
Brother L . H. Norby,

THE WORDS of our text, while addressed to the
Apostles, are generally understood to apply in a
sense to the Lord 's people throughout the Gospe l
age. This Scripture, as do so many others, indicate s
that drawing men to the Lord should be an importan t
part of our Christian endeavor . However, it also
implies much concerning the proper methods to use .

It is our understanding of the Scriptures that w e
should seek to be tactful in presenting the message .
In Matthew 10 :16, our Lord tells His disciples t o
be "wise as serpents and harmless as doves ." It i s
very hard to be "wise as serpents" as well as harm -

less . However, the Lord Himself intimated that

God 's people would need to cultivate wisdom, when
He declared (Luke 16 :8 .), "For the children of this
world are in their generation wiser than the childre n

of light . "
Our Lord further told His disciples, "when they

persecute you in this city, flee ye into another . "

(Matt. 10 :23.) This suggests that we are not t o

challenge the civil power or religious systems jus t

to display our courage . In the final test, God will

not support us if we disobey His Word. The adver-
sary would like to have us unduly expose ourselve s

to criticism and attack in order that the enemies o f
the Truth might have an excuse to close down on

OF MEN
Minneapolis, Minn .

the work. Thus we would defeat our very purpos e
by disobeying the Lord's instructions.

If we are true followers of the Lord, we will us e
only conservative and dignified methods of promul-
gating the Truth as did He. He fulfilled what th e
prophet Isaiah had written concerning Ilim, as re-
corded in Matthew 12 :19, "IIe shall not strive, no r
cry ; neither shall any man hear His voice in the
streets . "

Jesus told His disciples, "I have yet many things
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now . "
(John 16 :12 .) Thus He did not stumble them b y
giving them everything at once. This is in harmon y
with the account in Matthew 12 :20, where it declares
that Jesus fulfilled Isaiah 's prophecy, "A bruised
reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall
Be not quench."--Isa. 42 :1-3 .

Paul had a tremendous influence for the Truth ,
due in large measure to his tact and kindly spirit .
Take, for example, his experience at Athens . Paul,
being a Jew, was naturally opposed to idol worship .
and "his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the
city wholly given to idolatry ." (Acts 17 :16.) But
since he really wanted to promote the Lord 's cause
and help these people, he did not arouse their an-
tagonism by first condemning their error, but even
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found something to commend them for . We read,
"Paul . . . said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that
ye are much given to reverence . [Young's'Concord-
ance rendering] For as I passed by, and beheld your
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, To
the unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly
worship, Him declare I unto you." (Acts 17 :22,23 . )
Then he proceeded to show them how superior thi s
God was, Now what was the result of this proced-
ure? It was a difficult situation, but . we read that
some said, "we will hear thee again of this .matter . . . .
Howbeit certain men slave unto him, and believed."
---Acts 17 :32-34 .
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Paul thus put into practice a rule which is com-
monly recognized today, namely, "agree before yo u
disagree . " Primarily, we do not want to . win an
argument but to win the individual to the Lord ,
being "fishers of men ." This being our •purpose ,
we will not wish to use methods that will defeat that
very purpose . Nor need we be insincere in sympa-
thizing with our fellowmen when we recognize th e
ruinous effects of the fall, and know that the law o f
heredity made it possible for One Man to, ransom th e
whole human family .

The Truth should not be represented as somethin g
new, because it really is as old as the Prophets an d
Apostles. We have no revelation from. God apar t
from His Word . "Thine ears shall hear' a wor d
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it ,
when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to
the left ."--Isa. 30 :21 .

Suppose some one asks us if we believe in. Hell .
We know that he means eternal torment, or some-
thing concerning suffering, and we are apt to reply
that we don't, and then show Scriptures, to disprove
that God-dishonoring doctrine . But is this the best
procedure? One point in the inquirer's mind is ,
Do we believe in punishment for sins? Hence our
reply would have created the impression that we di d
not. Surely we would not wish to leave such an er -
roneous impression, when the Scriptures declare t o

i
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the contrary . (See Matt . 12 :36 ; Rev.2 :27 ; Luke
12 :47, 48 and 1 Tim. 5 :24 .) Affirming our belief in
these Scriptures would. seem to be the best start in
answering the question. Then the inquirer could
actually be put on the defensive for believing in a
death-bed repentance as providing complete escape
from punishment and entrance into heaven itself . It
can be pointed out that the Truth is a greater deter -
rent to sin ; for this world loves to gamble even with
the issues of life . Now we would be better prepared
to say that we believe in the Bible hell and to sho w
what it really is .

Since most . people understand "mortal" to mean a
condition in which death : is unavoidable, they conse-
quently reason that Adam was immortal . In our
opinion, to bluntly declare that the soul is not- im -
mortal will make thesepeople think we are infidel s
or materialists and they may end the discussion be -
fore we can make the matter clear. People can
easily get the wrong impression concerning our views ,
on the trinity, wihch is, sacred to them . But if we
affirm our belief in our Lord's perhuman existence ,
IIis separateness- from, sinners while on earth, an d
His high exaltation to the right hand of God, ou r
views are more properly presented and meet wit h
less objection. However, we do not think these top-
ics are the best with which to start a discussion .

When Paul says (Heb. 6 :1 .), "Leaving the prin-
ciples of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection," he did not mean that those to whom h e
wrote should abandon the preaching of the Gospel .
He- evidently means ;. that these fundamentals should
be- -learned quickly and thoroughly in order that
others may he taught them, as note his statement to
this effect in the 12th verse of the preceding chapter,
"For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye
have need that one 'teach you again which be the
first principles of the oracles of God . " Though we
may mistake his teachings, we cannot mistake hi s
example. Let us then seek to be good "fishers of
men . "

"RISEN WITH CHRIST "
Brother C. P. Bridges, Lynn, Mass.

12Y MIND goes back nine years to the time w e
held our first convention after our separation from
the Society . I remember the subject that I used
at that time ; it was called, "Our reasonable serv-
ice" and I endeavored to set forth as clearly as I
could just what it meant to be a Christian . Now I
desire to do the same thing and if possible, make i t
more emphatic . The text that I shall use' is found
in Colossians 3 :1 ; "If ye then be risen with Christ ,
seek those things which are above, where Chris t
sitteth on the right hand of God . "

What could Paul have meant by being "risen wit h
Christ" ? Surely since Christ died many years be -
fore the epistle to the Colossians was written, h e
could not have referred to that time when Christ
was raised from the dead . No ; he did not refer t o
that . It is obvious that if one is raised with Christ,

he must have died with Christ ; and that is just what
the Apostle had in. mind in writing these words .
Let us see how this is' expressed by him in other
places. In Romans 6 :10, 11, Diaglott, we read, "For
[the death] which IHe died, He died by sin once ;
but [the life] which He lives, He lives by God .
Thus do you account yourself dead . indeed by sin ,
but living by God in the Anointed Jesus . "
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If we are risen with Christ, then. we have entered
into a new life, and are new creatures in Christ . We
are not reckoned new creatures, but are really new
creatures . Since we are new creatures in Chris t
Jesus, God does not deal with us as fleshly beings,
but as spiritual beings. Now as new creatures, we
must have a body through which to express ourselves .
Let us note that the body is merely the medium
through which we express ourselves, either as human



beings, or as spirit-begotten. new creatures . As in
times past, we yielded our members as servants o f
sin, so now as new creatures we yield the same mem-
bers as servants of righteousness unto holiness. (Rom .

6 :19.) God is dealing with us as new creatures ,
never as fleshly beings ; but He requires that we ,
as new creatures, deal with our fleshly bodies. So

the Apostle writes of himself, "I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection ."—1 Cor. 9 :27.

We have mentioned that -the new life has alrready

begun. So Paul writes, "Be ye transformed BY

THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND." (Rom.

12 :2.) This mind is the mind that was in Christ
Jesus and its only interest is to do the will of God .

(Phil . 2 :5 .) Our Lord said, "I do always thos e
things that please Him [the Father], and inasmuch

as we have the mind of Christ we will be doing th e
same thing. This is being risen with Him .

Every Christian who shall share Christ 's glory

MUST BE baptised. The only way to be a member
of Christ, is to be baptised into Him . Let us read
how this' is expressed by Brother Paul . "Know ye
not that so many of us as were baptised in Jesu s
Christ were baptised into His death? Therefore w e
are buried with Him by - baptism into death ; that

like as Christ was raised up from the dead by th e

glory of the Father, even so we also should walk

in newness of life . For if we have been planted to-
gether in the likeness of His death, we shall be also

in the likeness of His resurrection . "—Rom. 6 :3-5 .

Now let us get the thought in our text . We are
risen with Christ if we have died with Him. It is
necessary to die before we can be raised ; and this
death and resurrection are pictured in water baptism .
It will take all our natural life for this real baptism

to be accomplished . When we have submitted ou r
will to Him, we have been baptized into Flint Now
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God counts us as really having died with Christ ;
and He says, "Now you are no longer a fleshly be-
ing, but I have begotten you to a new nature, and
you are a new creature . " Thus our text tells us that
if we are risen with Christ we should seek abov e
everything else, those things that go with our ne w
nature .

It was Jesus ' intention that all who would be Hi s
disciples should be immersed, and so He instructed
His apostles to baptize them in the name of the Fath-
er, the Son, and the Holy Spirit . No one who has
been blessed with the privilege of the high calling ,
should hesitate for a moment, in giving this witnes s
of his death with Christ, and of the new life that has

been given him by God .

Now note the words of Romans 6 :4, "we are bur-
ied with Him BY BAPTISM into death : that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glor y
of the Father, even so we also should walk in new -
ness of life . " Not buried by baptism in water, but
in DEATH . When we accepted the mind of Christ ,
we became dead to our carnal mind . Henceforth ,
we were to be controlled by the new mind ; and being
controlled by this new mind, we would walk in new-
ness of life . Since we have died with Him, we have
been raised with Him, and are now new creatures in
Christ Jesus. With this understanding, how beauti-
fully water baptism pictures the death of our human
nature, and the new life that has already begun .

Baptism is progressive. It will take all our life
to be completed ; but while We are dying daily
we daily are becoming more Christlike, even as th e
Apostle expresses it, "though our outward man per-
ish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day . "
(2 Cor. 4:16.) Let us rejoice, dear ones, that we
have the privilege of symbolizing this by water bap-
tism. .

Sunday, October 23rd, 193 8

. Chairmann of the Day—BROTHER G. M. WILSON .

9 :00 A. M.—Praise and Testimony Meetin g

	

. 10 :00 A. M.—Discourse

	

Brother S . C. DeGroot ,

"Harvest"

11 :00 A. M.—Discourse Brother E. H. Herrscher ,

"Our Share in the Sufferings of Christ "

1 :30 P . M.—Praise Service

1 :45 P. M.—Discourse Brother O. Magnuson ,

"Waiting Upon the Lord "

	

3 :03 P .M.—Discourse

	

Brother A. L. Muir ,

"Tolerance"

4 :15 P . M.—Love Feas t

CARNEGIE MUSIC HALL, NORTH SIDE

8 :00 P . M.—Public Discourse Bro . C. W . Zahnow ,

"God's Remedy—For a World Gon e
Mad"

Special features on the last day of the convention

were the Love Feast, the lecture for the public by

Brother Zahnow at Carnegie Music Hall, and th e

reading of a number of messages conveying love and

greetings from brethren at a distance. Among these

were messages from the following :

Powell River (13 . C .) Biblical Institute ,

Vancouver (B. C.) Ecclesia ,

Brother W. N. Woodworth ,

Sister Margaret P . Willson, Burnaby, B . C .

Brother J . R. Land, Santa Monica, Calif . ,

Bro. and Sr. Philip Ripper, Lawndale, Calif . ,

Sister Merritt, Galveston, Texas ,

Sister Jessie Bechtel, Pottstown, Pa. ,

Sister F. Burdett, Vancouver, B . C . ,

Sister M. K. Makechnie, Everett, 11'Iass . ,

Bro. and Sr . G. P. Ripper, Monterey Park, Calif .
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The Testimony meeting with which the day opene d
was in charge of Brother Peter Kolliman of . Wilming-
ton, Delaware . The central thought was the Manna
text : "Whosoever will be chief among you;, let him
be your 'servant. " (Matt . 20 :27.) That it'- was a bless-
ed opportunity for personal expressions and, of fait h
in the 'Lord' and His goodness, appreciafiori of the
Truth and love of the brethren the following testi-
monies indicat e

Sister Gibson, Dayton, Ohio : T feel "so''bubbling
over this morning, I want to be first . \V'Iiraise the
Lord ; He has answered our prayers ." Pray for me .

Brother Rayner, Detroit, Mich . : When I meet
with a company such as here this morning .it thrill s
me with joy to know that. some at least amdng the m
will live and reign with Christ . I want to render
honor to our Heavenly Father for such a'privilege
of walking in the footsteps of Jesus. I pray for al l
who are running for the prize .
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am thankful my wife and I came in together. I ask
an interest in your prayers that we may be able to .
make our calling and election sure .

Sister Norma Mitchell, Brooklyn, N . Y. : I am
very thankful to be, her e . I am enjoying the con-
vention a great deal. We brought a message o f
love from the Brooklyn Class . About thirty met
together last Wednesday night and voted to sen d
their love to the convention. This is the burden of
my message .

Brother Peter Hazy; , Perryopolis, Pa . : I never
spent even one day in English school—learned anothe r
language (Russian—so . I . cannot tell the joy I have ,
received . Enjoyed thetestimonies of the brothers
in Truth half a century--but the half has never yet
been told. I rejoice some day the whole world
will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, no mat -
ter what language people speak . I also thank the
Lord for that faithful servant of the Lord . He was
not a teacher in some, great school, but in th e
School of Christ ; . 'among the foreign-speaking a s
well as the English-speaking .

Brother Shepherd,, Cleveland, O . : I am one of the
beginners, who symbolized yesterday, and I believ e
it was the best deed of my life. I feel a great peace.
I have always been familiar with the Bible . But to
have the holy spirit of the Lord in your heart is the

Sister Magnuson, Brooklyn, N . Y. : .I . have had
much greater blessing than anticipated, . . and have
been impressed by the many details of the Plan, made
so beautiful again. Have been thinking , of the glo-
rious treasures the Lord has given us . If entrusted
with valuables belonging to some one else , wle would
certainly defend them against robbers . Do 'I treas-
ure this Truth sufficiently to protect it against ever y
error that might be presented, and am I protectin g
others as much as I can? We must love it so that w e
will fight for it and keep it pure .

Brother Kemp, Boston, Mass . : We have the pray-
ers of all those in Boston . for the success of .and bene-
fits to all at this convention . I thank they Lord H e
has supplied me with that three-fold cord, FAITH ,
HOPE, and LOVE, by which our sacrifice is boun d
to the horns of the altar . A rope will not completel y
sever until ALL its strands are broken ., Though
faith may wane, the other strands make up, and hold
us. Our Lord will hold us even though', we los e
some of those qualities for a time. He will continu e
to deal with us for we are still bound, under- ou r
resolve and our covenant of sacrifice . The Apostl e
did not cease to minister to the Galatians even thoug h
be had to scold them . When there is ai sick. one .
still bound by one or two strands of the cord to th e
horns of the altar, it is our bounden duty to hel p
those ; seek to recover not drive them away . Pray
for me that I may be faithful in ministering to others ,
and make my own calling and election sure.

Brother Sachtleber, East Orange, N . J . : Glad to
be here ; quite a trip for some of us, but it pays
to take the time to come to such a good convention .
This is my fifth ; every time I come I get a greater
blessing . I bring the love and greetings of the Pat-
erson Class . There is a wonderful spirit manifeste d
there . I was much impressed at the grave of , Brother
Russell . We have had a wonderful servant of th e
Lord . I can say my happiest moments were the fe w
I spent at Bethel home . The Truth is new every
morning and fresh every evening .

Brother Kahn, Richmond, Ind . : I have been in the
Truth just this year. I do not know a whole lot
about it, but what I have learned is wonderful . I

greatest joy .

Brother, Zahnow, ' Saginaw, Mich . : I any rejoicing
greatly for this brother. who just testified . It did
my heart so much good to see him taking the right
hand of fellowship yesterday . I am greatly rejoicing
for those who are taking the stand today.

Brother Bielecki, (Junior), Detroit, Mich . : I am
so glad I just don 't :know how to express myself . I
have heard the Voice . of God through That Servan t
who served here so many years. Pray for me and I
will pray for you that . we may meet in the great
convention.

Sister Stocker (Ju'nibr), Detroit, Mich . : I am
grateful to be here and express my thanks for m y
share of these blessing's .''(I am thankful for so man y
of the older brethren whose faithfulness helps me t o
carry on, and thankful 'for the opportunity to see tha t
platform where Pastor Russell stood .

Brother Kolliman, Wilmington, Del . : Our program
at this convention contains the name of no outstand-
ing brother, yet it is larger than any previous con-
vention here . It means: the friends follow not man ,
but the Lord. I don't think one here excludes from
fellowship any one in the Truth . They are finding
their balance again, making the truth the line and th e
plummet . He that . would be greatest let him show
it by being servant of all . Let us mingle with the
brethren, earn their confidence, and find joy in th e
fellowship of His people and in the service of th e
Lord. I am willing to give my life for any other
"piece" that will go to,make up that Temple.

Four more discourses were included in Sunday's
program at the chapel,, and these have been, summar-
ized for our report and are given below .



IN THE Greek, the word "harvest" means a
crop, either cut or ready to be cut . , Jesus in inter-
preting the parable of the wheat and tares said tha t
the harvest or crop of the entire age would be at th e
end thereof, which means that not a single one of the
saints would be gathered into the garner before th e
end of the age . All would sleep in death throughou t
the age and at the end of the age the first ones to b e
gathered into the barn would be the sleeping saints ;
and the ones who die during the end of the age woul d
not sleep but be changed in a moment at the time o f
death . That the garner is heaven itself there can b e
no question as Jesus so stated .

The thought entertained by some, namely, that th e
tares represent erroneous teachings is not correct fo r
the reason that Jesus said that the tares are people ,
wicked ones, sowed in the field shortly after the tru e
children of the Kingdom were sown in the field at
the beginning of the Gospel Age . The field is the
"world" and in this use of the word "world" it comes
from the Greek meaning "the', civilized world . " The
field was in existence a long time before the goo d
seed was sown in it . The civilized world referred t o
began at the flood . Up to the day of Pentecost, not
one of the Seed of Abrahar , other than Jesus, wa s
to be found, but on that day the first sowing too k
place . Shortly thereafter the Devil sowed imitatio n
or counterfeit Seed of Abraham all through the wheat
field . While the Devil had ,plenty of children in th e
world before Pentecost, he had, no imitation See d
of Abraham because there was none to imitate .

When it was discovered by, the servants of th e
householder that imitation Christians were all through
the wheat in the field the natural question was raised
as to the advisability of rooting out these tares . The
householder, however, settled that question for us
when He stated "let both grow together until th e
harvest "--the end of the age . That this parable i s
a true picture of the way Christians and the Wicked
have existed together on earth all through the Age i s

self-evident to the student of history ; yea, that such
a condition still exists is evident from the facts as

we see them today . This is proof that the "harvest "
has not yet ended .

The "harvest" will not be ended until the crop
is in the barn (heaven) . As long as there are any
members of the Seed of Abraham (heavenly) o n
earth, the harvest work is in process . How can one

know outside of Scriptural testimony that the har-
vest has not ended? Jesus told the people at th e

end of the. Jewish Age that they should use their
eyes—``look, for the field is ripe, already to harvest . "
It should be remembered that there are two crops i n
the parable, not only of wheat but also of tares . As
long as the wicked are in the field that portion of the

harvest work remains to be completed ; that is, the
work of ridding the earth of the children of the
Wicked one. The wickedness of the seed of the
Devil is practically mature today . Soon the "fire"
of the Battle of Armageddon will consume the chil-
dren of the evil one ; then the last one of the Kingdo m
of Heaven class will have passed beyond into th e
Heavenly reward . What will be the situation? At
that time will be heard the words "the harvest i s
ended and we are not saved ." Then will be true fo r
the first time the statement that the harvest is over .
In other words, when the harvest is over, there wil l
be no question about it--either we will be in th e
heavenly garner or know that we are of those wh o
missed being of the Kingdom class .

What, then, is our privilege at this time? Knowin g
that the harvest is not ended we are first of all t o
`"hold fast that which thou Nast, that no man tak e
THE crown"—thv place in the Kingdom of heaven
class about which so many of the parables were con-

cerned. Secondly, -knowing that it is possible fo r
some to lose their crowns at this late date, we are
reminded of the parable of the eleventh hour workers .
Surely now we are in the last clays of the harvest ,
therefore now is the time when we hear on ever y
hand the words in paraphrase—"we are waiting t o

go in the harvest field, but no one has hired us, it ma y

be too late in the day." What is the answer? "Go
ye also into the vineyard" and I will give you tha t
which is right . What did these eleventh hour workers
receive in the way of wages? They received jus t
what the workers all through the day received . This
proves that it is possible for a new one coming into
the light of the truth to make his calling and electio n
sure in less than the normal time . Let us, therefore ,
give all diligence to "make our calling and ELEC-
TION sure." Let us also hold out the opportunity to
others to he of the Heavenly class ; at least, to work
in the vineyard zealously and the Chief Reaper wil l
give a due reward .

Brother S . C .

HARVEST

DeGroot, Grand Rapids, Michigan

THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST

Brother E . It. Herrscher, Phoenix, Ariaon a

WE HAVE no apologies to make for the consid-
eration of this subject . . It is not only meat in du e
season now, but was meat in due season in Paul' s
day and evidently was clearly understood by him an d

the church of his time .

Our text is the statement of Paul to Timothy as

found in 2 Timothy 2 :12 and a companion text to

that of Romans 8 :17-18 . You will note that in bot h
these texts the element of suffering with Christ i s

brought to our attention .

The appreciation - of these sufferings and thei r

purpose is- equivalent to our appreciation of the mys-
tery hid - from ages and generations and now mad e

known to the saints .
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It is with considerable concern that we find in
our travels the evidence that many who once walke d
with us now, either openly or covertly ; 'deny our
share in the mystery ; i. e., our share in the sin-
offering. Our Heavenly Father is a great economist ,
therefore we conclude that these sufferings of Christ
are for a particular purpose' in connection with Hi s
Divine Plan of the Ages. With this in mind, we
searched the Scriptures to get the Divine viewpoin t
of these sufferings and therefore wish to call t o
your attention the following examples which dem-
onstrate the difference between the sufferings and
the death of Christ .

Abel 's acceptable offering was an animal which
was first killed (Christ figuratively died as
at Jordan) then burned or roasted on the altar, nic-
turing the sufferings of Christ for three' and . one-hal f
years .

	

.

Again, in the experiences of Abraham;.' the same
lessson is shown, this time demonstrating the suf-
fering of the Heavenly Father (Abraham) sacri-
ficing His Son Jesus (Isaac) . It is not difficult t o
picture the anguish of Abraham during that journe y
—how many times he must have gone over th e
prospect of killing and offering Isaac, the . one in
whom all his hopes were centered, the one who wa s
to be his heir, the one in whom he hoped the prom-
ised blessing of the whole earth might be fulfilled .
No doubt many times he wished it were• he that
should die instead of Isaac. Then when Isaac asked
about the sacrifice that was to be offered we can im-
agine the anguish this query brought to Abraham' s
heart, yet he never faltered, saying, "the Lord will
provide . " He drank that cup of suffering to the
hitter end ; so that Paul, referring to the matter ,
states "he [Abraham] received Isaac as from th e
dead ." Ah, yes, he had gone through all the suffer-
ing just as intensely as though he had actually killed
his son. Here, then, is the most intimate pictur e
of what it cost our Heavenly Father to give His onl y
begotten Son, thus illustrating His supreme love and
interest in the welfare of others at the cost of self-
sacrifice. This truly is disinterested (agape) love .

And Jesus possessed the same kind of love a s
illustrated in Isaac 's perfect submission to Abraham :
"Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is writte n
of Me ) to do Thy will 0 God," and. "No man
taketh My life from Me." "I GIVE My life for the
life of the world ."—Heb. 10 :7 ; John 10 :18; 6 : 51 .

Here, then, is demonstrated Divine love—supreme
interest in the welfare of another at the cost of self-
sacrifice . Jesus did not HAVE to give. His life or
suffer the just for the unjust . God 's justice could
not demand this—it must be a willing sacrifice . Nor
was the giving of the Logos obligatory: ; upon the
Heavenly Father. Adam was justly condemned ,
but God 's love going beyond the realm of . justice,
GAVE His only begotten Son for an enemy race—
as the apostle puts it, "while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us ."

The element of suffering "fiery trial" is illustrate d
in the . roasting of the passover lamb, also . in the
burning of the carcase, the hide, hoofs, .etc ., of the
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atonement day sacrifices . The purpose of this i s
stated by the apostle when he says, "Think it no t
strange concerning the fiery trial that is to try you ,
as though some strange thing happened unto you :
but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are PARTAKERS of
Christ 's sufferings ; that, when His glory shall b e
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy ."
Calling our attention to the type, Paul appeals t o
the Christian : "let us go forth unto Him without
the camp, bearing IIis reproac h"—the same reproach ,
the same suffering that Jesus endured for three an d
one-half years following His consecration at Jor-
dan.—1 Pet . 4 :12 ; Heb. 13 :13 .

The philosophy of all this is expressed in the
statement, "For it became Him, . . . in bringing many
sons unto glory, to'make the captain of their salva-
tion [the great salvation that we are not to neglect ]
perfect through sufferings." And again, "though
He were a son, yet learned He obedience by th e
things which He suffered. "—Hcb . 2 :10 ; 5 :8.

But someone will ask, was not Jesus perfect a t
thirty years of age; . "holy harmless and separat e
from sinners" ? Yes, we answer, His keeping of th e
Law perfectly attested' this . Holiness is the standard
of the law, but the' Christian 's standard goes even
beyond this—a much higher standard. To illus-
trate, the Law required a life for a life ; i. e.,'the
life of • the one who had taken a life ; but the law o f
Christ, (the law of love), leads the innocent one to
give his life for the guilty, which is something that
justice could never deinand .

Following this thought, then, the apostle states ,
"know ye not, that 'so " znany of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into HIS DEATH."
We do not add anything ,to His death, but have bee n
included into His death . • We, being many are ONE
LOAF—we have not added to that loaf. Thus we
become sharers in the sin-offering, sharers in the
sufferings "Christ in you, the hope of glory ." "We ,
as Isaac was, are the children of the promise ." There
can be no question as td the apostle 's meaning here ;
i . e., that our death has been included in the death
of Christ (Isaac) .

The point is, then, that every one of the member s
of the body of Christ must have the same mind
"let this mind be in you which was also in Chris t
Jesus," i . e ., that if we had been in His place and had
been actually perfect as . He was at Jordan we would
have done exactly the same thing . Thus we see the
logic of the statement "whom He [God] did fore -
know, He also did predestinate to be conformed t o
the image of His Son," and because we do have the
same mind we are privileged to suffer with Christ
and fill up that which is left behind of the suffer-
ings of Christ, for I-iis body 's sake, which is th e
Church—to complete the body, all of one SACRI-
FICIAL mind . Note• that this is the salvation the
prophets searched for . • See 1 Peter 1 :10-12 ; also
Matthew 13 :17. And when the sons of Zebedee
came to Jesus asking' kingdom favors did He say,
"Be holy, lead blameless lives " ? No, Indeed! IIe
answered, "are ye . able ,to drink of the cup that I

a man
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shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptis m

that I am baptized with ?"—Matt . 20 :22 .

What is the purpose of this death-baptism? We
answer, the object is the development of the ne w

creature. It was true of Jesus our Head, and i t
must also be true of us, His body members . From

Jordan to the cross, Ife was perfected as a new
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creatures ;bythe things which He su.ffered. The

MAN Jesus laid down the ransom-price, but it is th e
new creature Christ Jesus who is to administer th e

benefits of that Ransom. The Church shares His
sufferings and are thus developed as new creature s
because they have the same mind, the same spirit,

and thus become JOINT ADMINISTRATORS of

the benefits of the ransom under the New Covenant .

"WAITING UPON THE , .LORD"

Brother 0 . Magnuson, Brooklyn, N . Y .

TIME is an important element in God 's plan, a
plan which will bring blessings to all His creatures .
No one who has been waiting upon the Lord will be
disappointed. Let us take a few examples of those
who failed to wait for His "due time" and note the
trials and difficulties and losses they sustained i n
comparison with the wonderful blessings that came
to those who did wait .

Abraham waited upon the Lord and as a result
received that wonderful promise of blessing all the
families of the earth through ; him and his seed . As
Abraham grew very old and had as yet no seed ,
through Hagar he brought forth Ishmael . He meant
well, but the Ishmaelites caused much trouble . In
fact, it was through the Ishmaelites that Joseph was
sold into slavery in Egypt . In this Abraham did
not "wait upon the Lord . "

In the same way the Jews failed to wait for Mose s
when he went up into the Mount to receive the Law .
They had agreed that whatever God required of them
they would abide by it, but before Moses came dow n
they were worshipping a golden calf . And how grea t
was the trouble that came upon them as a conse-
quence !

King Saul lost his kingdom by not waiting a few
hours for Samuel . The Philistines were before Is-
rael with a mighty army ; the people were pani c
stricken ; Saul was at his wit's end . He was to wai t
seven days for Samuel to come and offer a sacrifice .
The 7th day was drawing to a close and Samuel had
not come. Saul ordered the burnt offering brought,
and he offered it himself—a violation of God 's law .
Just as he finished, Samuel came, asking, "What
hest thou done? " Saul explained that the Philistine s
were upon him, the people deserting him and h e
couldn ' t wait longer to make supplication to the Lord .
Some would say, "His motive was good, why should
he he punished ?" Because, "to obey is better than
sacrifice . " Saul thought Samuel was overdue and he
took matters into his own bands . Have you heard
anyone say that the time is overdue? Yes, some tel l
us that the Lord is 60 years overdue . They are
spending their time setting dates, figuring time para-
lells, etc., instead of engaging in the re-gathering o f
the Lord 's people. The Lord ' s commission was ,

"Preach the Word : be instant in season and out o f

season . " Be thou faithful unto death and I wil l

give thee a crown of LIFE . "

David took a different attitude . He had been
anointed to take the place of Saul as king . , He was

being persecuted by Saul, and had two opportunities
to destroy him. His men suggested to him that . evi-
dently the 'Lord had thus placed Saul in his powe r
so he could kill him. But David quoted Scripture-
"Touch not mine anointed, and do My prophets no
harm . " God *as testing the patience of David, and
David was loyal to the principles laid down. In
God ' s "due tune ' ' David became king. He was "a
man after God's own heart" in that when he recog-
nized his error 'he was not slow to repent and make
amends for all that he had done .

Many are the examples given us in the Scriptures
of those who waited for the Lord and were blessed
as a result of that waiting . God, in His great and
glorious plan', has been waiting to be gracious to Hi s
creatures "He' 'longs to see the earth filled with per-
fect human 'beings in harmony with that plan which
He has marked t out, which will be carried out t o
its completion . Therefore, God has been waitin g
longer than 'anyone else, but the results will be ever -
lasting

Jacob, also, said he was waiting for the salvation
of God J-1.e was looking down prophetically to the
time when that wonderful kingdom would be estab-
lished , when that seed which was promised to Abra-
ham would be found, and the blessings from tha t

seed would go out to all the families of the earth . Al l

the Ancient Worthies likewise, were looking forwar d
to the time when God would set up His Kingdom ,

Moses was riven the opportunity to choose between

the throne of Egypt or to throw in his lot with th e

slaves of Israel'. He chose rather to suffer with th e

people of Goat than to be ruler of Egypt .

They were looking forward to the promised Mes -

siah . When `Jesus was horn "all mien were in expecta-
tion of Him, but few recognized Him because H e
was only a babe . But that was the beginning of th e
fulfilment of the promise, because He came for a
particular' purpose—to die—and His death was t o

be the means through which all the families of the

earth were to be blessed. Those who had waited fo r
the fulfillment of that promise were blessed at that
time, as was' Simeon who said, "Now lettest Thou
Thy servant depart in peace . . . for mine eyes have

seen Thy salvation . "—Luke 2 :25-32 .

In due time our Lord chose His disciples who were

also called upon to wait . They thought that here
was the king that would deliver them from th e
Roman yoke` They said, "Wilt Thou at this time

restore again ' the kingdom to Israel ?" He replied .
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"It is not for you to know the times or the+seasons ,
which the Father hath put in His own power . But
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit i s
come upon you . "

After His resurrection, He revealed Himself to
them assuring them that He was the same bile who
had walked in their midst and had been their teacher.
They were told to wait until they would be endowe d
with the power from on high—until the. holy spiri t
would come down upon them . It ; was indeed a
trial for them to wait for ten days ; but'-;"in due
time" they were rewarded by the pouring-out of th e
holy spirit, thus giving them the privilege to be God ' s
representatives on earth .

Now were are living in the .most wonderful per-
iod in the world ' s history, and if the 'whole plan ha d
been opened before us and we had been -privilege d
to choose at what time in ' the world's history w e
would like to live, I think you would say with me ,
"I would like to live right now, today ; becai'se it i s
in this day of knowledge and enlightenment that w e
can see the masterly unfolding of God '' s, glorious
plan of salvation ."

The prophet Isaiah calls attention, in, our text ,
to those that wait upon the Lord . What•• shall they
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do? "They shall renew their strength ; they shal l

mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run, an d
not be weary ; and they shall walk, and not faint . "
Whit did the nrophet really mean by that? One
version gives the thought that they shall rene w
their strength as the , eagle renews its strength . How
is that? That version says, `They that wait upon the
Lord gather new strength', they get new wing feathers
like the eagle . Thus they haste along without bein g
weary, they travel "forward without getting tired . "
The Psalmist says ; , "Under His wings shalt thou
trust"—the wings of protection of God's Word (th e
Old and New Testaments) . Just as the mother he n
calls to her chicks-when : the hawk is near, warning
them to get under her wings, so the adm o nitions an d
promises of God 's Word furnish us with full pro-
tection . As time goes 'on and prnphee ies ar t being
fuFlled . we gather hew' strength and our joy and'
faith are increased,• and we are thrilled, with a mount-'
ing desire to press along.

My desire for myself and for everyone of us is tha t
we. take a fresh hold on our consecration vows, an d
press down upon the 'MARK for the prize of ou r
high calling. May the Lord help us to be more an d
more like our Master!'

Brother 4. L. Muir, Dunedin, Florida

AS A BASIS for our remarks we use the word s
of St . Paul in 2 Timothy 2 :24-26 :"The servant of
the Lord must not strive ; but be gentle unto all
men, ' apt to teach, patient, in meekness' instructin g
those that oppose themselves ; if God peradventur e
will give them repentance to the acknowledging of
the truth ; and that they may recover themselves ou t
of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by
him at his will . "

In these words of the Apostle there is Something
very significant in the manner in which he empha-
sizes two things : first, that correct knowledge of the
Truth is necessary as a background fors teaching
others ; and second, that those who wander away fro m
the Truth do so because of either a wrong hear t
condition, or through negligence or carelessness, thu s
allowing the adversary to capture them . ; ; .

Let us note carefully that Tolerance is a disposi-
tion—part of the Lord 's mind or disposition—an d
that Toleration is the behaviour in which that dis-
position finds expression .

Tolerance is composed of two elements : first, posi-
tive conviction ; and second, sympathy for those whos e
opinions differ from ours .

Intolerance results from a meagerness of the Chris-
tian life and is to be definitely avoided. Let us here
note a distinction between the members of the House-
hold of Faith and those whom the Lord. has set over
the Household by the holy spirit . We are not per-
mitted to analyze the motives of anyone, but we are
certainly instructed by the Scriptures 1 to . consider
the official conduct and teachings of those mho min -

ister to us the Word of God. They are the ones
who can either build us : up in the faith, or give u s
that which would tend 'to distort or weaken our faith :
It is such ' as have thus : been misled, or weakened:
who need our sympathy- nd greatest helpfulness .

Now in order that we may properly grasp the
argument of the Apostle; 'let us consider several steps
we take in the development of our Christian faith :

First : Consecration does not bring with it fulness
of knowledge, in support' of which I quote Colossians
1 :9,10, "For this. cause 'we also, since the day we
heard it, do not cease, to pray for you, and to desire
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of Hi s
will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding ; that
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing .
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing
in the knowledge of God." Notice the stress St.
Paul places upon knowledge as a necessary item in
progressing in the way ' of the Lord.

It will thus be seen that knowledge and fait h
and fruitfulness go hand in hand, each one being
essential to the others . This being true, it follow s
that on this side the wail there will never be uni-
formity either of knowledge nor of faith . but rathe r
a constant pressing onward and growth in faith ,
grace and knowledge .

In the second place : . our minds are renewed u ~
to the extent the Truth Penetrates . The Apostle
states the matter thus in . Philippians 3 :13-16, Mofrat
rendering— "Brothers, I for one do not consider
myself to have appropriated this ; my one thought is ,
by forgetting what lies behind me and straining to
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what lies before me, to press on the goal for th e
prize of God 's high calling in Christ Jesus . For all
those of our number who are mature, this must b e
the point of view : God will reveal this to any of yo u
who think differently . Only, we must let our step s
be guided by such truth as we have attained . "

The Apostle did not believe that his attainment i n
knowledge and faith were all by his own effort, but
the Lord made it known to him because of his single-
ness of purpose in seeking to possess all that Go d
had offered to him in Christ . Out of the depth of
that experience he speaks to us and urges us to hav e
the same point of view, and . adding that, under such
circumstances, the Lord will graciously make matter s
plain to us .

Not only do we find gross errors being held by
some in the Household of Faith, but we also see
some of the more subtle forms of error being intro-
duced under the guise of further light . It has been
my observation that many fall for these things be -
cause of being insufficiently acquainted with ou r
Heavenly Father ' s purposes, while others fall becaus e
of growing weary in well-doing and thus losing th e
incentive to press onward .

Another point to be considered is : Deception forms
in the mind and God does not protect us therefrom .
You remember Paul's word in Galations 2 :11-14 :
"But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstoo d
him to the face, because he was to be blamed . For
before that certain came from James, he did eat with
the Gentiles : but when they were come, he withdrew
and separated himself, fearing' them which were of
the circumcision. And the-other Jews dissembled
likewise with him : insomuch that Barnabas also was
carried away with their dissimulation . But when I
saw that they walked not uprightly according to the
truth of the Gospel, I said unto Peter before them
all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of
Gentiles, and not as -do the Jews, why compelles t
thou the Gentiles to live as the Jews?"

Here is the case of an Apostle, enjoying the fel-
lowship of both Jew and Gentile believers, and yet
upon the arrival of Judaizing teachers from Jerusa-
lem, withdrawing from the Gentiles and confining
himself to the Jewish fellowship . So powerful wa s
his example that other brethren, even including
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Barnabas, dissembled likewise, and therefore, in th e
interests of the Truth and consistency, Paul brought
the matter plainly to Peter 's attention in the presence
of friends and condemned his dissimulation :

That Peter was deceived there can he no doubt .
and God did nothing to prevent the deception . On
the contrary, the experience became an illustratio n
for Paul and we have the benfit today . Our protec-
tion under similar circumstances is to review the re-
vealed plan of God, and especially such incidents and
illustrations as the Word contains bearing upon the
subject . If we do this, then we can find the mean s
of offsetting the particular deception, resulting in
increased faith and ability to resist future temptations .

And finally : The neind must continually be open
to receive Truth . In 1 John 3 :22, we read-"What -
soever we ask, we receive of Hind, because we kee p
His commandments, and do those things that are
pleasing in. His sight ."

As soon as our _ minds become closed to the con-
tinuous increase of knowledge, then we begin to fee l
a propriety interest in the Truth, and gradually come
to believe that we have a special ministry to follow .
On the contrary, John says that as we carry out ou r
part of the covenant which we made with the Lord ,
then whatever we ask is fulfilled, meaning that th e
Lord is graciously pleased to answer because of ou r
heart desire tee know and to do His will .

Gathering . all these threads of facts together, we
come back to our text . It is useless for the servan t
of the Lord to strive about the Truth, for the Truth
will vindicate itself . When we feel that we mus t
vindicate the Truth by force then we lose the ability
to be real teachers, and will fail to win over those
who are wandering away from the faith and thereby
opposing themselves .

The only . sure way of awakening our brethren fro m
the error of their ways is by our personal adherenc e
to the faith and refusal to countenance wrong teach-
ings. By doing this we establish the fact of ou r
positive convictions .

Furthermore a sympathetic heart is necessary i f
we are to be really helpful to those who become en -
tangled in the various snares of the Adversary--"tak-
en captive by him at his will . "

At the close of Brother Muir's discourse, the final
meeting of the convention except for the public meet-
ing, took, place . This was the general fellowshi p
meeting which has been happily named the Love
Feast . As usual the brethren who had taken part i n
the program were asked to come to the front of the
chapel and stood in front of the platform while the
congregation filed past shaking hands and biddin g
farewell and "God bless you . "

In the evening at Carnegie Music Hall, the largest
auditorium in North Side Pittsburgh in the center
of the city, about seven hundred gathered and listened
to Brother Zahnow on the topic, "God's Remedy for
a World Gone Mad . " Of the audience it was esti-
mated about five hundred were strangers, and some o f
these lingered long after the meeting asking question s
and desiring to know more about the Bible proph-

ecies brought to their ' attention in the discourse .
Seventy-six names were handed in requesting lit-
erature, and quite a number came to the Bible House
the next Sunday evening to hear Brother Zahnow
again on the subject, "is There a Hope Beyond the
Grave?" The brethren of the Pittsburgh Ecclesia
felt encouraged with the response to the advertise d
meeting for the public . To quote from a lette r
from one of the brethren there : "It is very eviden t
that one of the outstanding features of the conventio n
in Pittsburgh this year was the unanimity of thought
and action 'with respect to the Lord's service and
many of the friends have commented on this phase

of our convention . We all felt the same way an d
believe the Lord blessed our gathering together in
more ways than one . "



Two more items not previously mentioned are o f
special interest . One was the large number of youn g
people at the convention. On Sunday the chair-
man asked those who were members of Junior Bible
Student classes to rise and about 40 to 50 responded .
.It is a great satisfaction to know of the deep interes t
'of these younger_ brethren in the Lord's Word an d
in a life of obedience to it.

The other item was the theme song of the con-
vention . "When Jesus is King"—reprinted below an d
;sung to the tune of "The Glory Song . " The brethren
sang it a number of times during the convention an d
it evidently well expressed their joy in anticipatio n
of . the Lord ' s long-awaited kingdom now, we . fell as-
sured,so near at hand .

1ben 3Ic uo ]i 1Ing

P RAISE to our King who is coming to reign ,
Glory to Jesus the Lamb that was slai n

Life and salvation, His empire shall bring
Joy to the nations—when Jesus is King .

Chorus

Oh, that will bring, praise to our Kin g
Praise to our King! Praise to our King !
Sing the glad song who to Jesus belong
Glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. .

All shall come back who have lived long ago,
Love like a banner shall over them flow ;
Sin shall be conquered as light shines within ,
0 hail happy day—when Jesus is King .

All men shall dwell in His marvellous light ,
Races long severed His love shall unite ,
Justice and truth from His sceptre shall spring,
Wrong will be ended—when Jesus is King .

Men shall learn right; in His kingdom of Peace,
Freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase .
Foe shall be friend when His triumph we sing,
Sword shall be sickle-when Jesus is King .

THE BIRTH OF THE WORLD'S REDEEME R
(Continued from page 5 )

people, its influence . has been for good: ; .. If only
people knew the real truth of the matter-that Jesu s
stood in the sinner 's place, that as the' apostle says ,
"He became a man for the suffering of death," giv-

ing a perfect human life for a perfect human lif e
forfeited, so that, in due time, the penalty for Adami c
sirs• may be cancelled, and, as Jesus stated . . the great
fact, "The hour is coming, in the which all• that are

in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come
forth ." Oh! what• a light it would throw on the birt h
of Jesus ; for it would mean the, birth of HOPE for
all men. But, thank God, the real hope is shining

out whether people see it and know .. of it, or not .
In due time, they ' ll all know it . For "when the Son
of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then shall He sit on the 'throne of
His glory . " (Matt . 25 :31 .) And then He will' instruct
the people in the ways of righteousness, and divide
them by the power of the truth during the thousand
years of His reign, setting the sheep on His right hand

and the goats on His left, and finally rewarding with
eternal life, those worthy of such a boon.

Tell me about the Master ,

Tell me about the glo w

That came to the Bethlehem shepherds

One night so long ago ,

And the song that rang while th e
That we seem - to hear again :

"Glory to God in the highest ,
And peace, good will to men . "
Tell me about the mother ,
Who laid the Christ child's head
In a lowly manger-cradle ,
With the crude straw for His bed :
And I ' ll take my journey backward,
Over the years ' long line ;
By these all I'll kneel ,
And my heart shall feel ,
The flame of a love divine .

angels sang,
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International Stmdcty School Lessons

CHRIST' S

NEWCOMMANDMEN T

Dec . 18—Matt . 5 :43-48 ; 22 :34-40 ;
John 13 :34, 35 ; 15 :12-1 4

(Luke 10 :25-37 and Gal. 5 :13, 14
also included in lesson, but not cite d

below. )

Matt . 5 :43 Ye have heard that it
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy

neighbor, and hate thine enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully us e
you, and persecute you ;

45 That ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven : for
He maketh His sun to rise on the evi l
and on the good, and sendeth rai n
on the just and on the unjust.

46 For if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye? do no t
even the publicans the same ?

47 And if ye salute your brethren
only, what do ye more than others ?
do not even the publicans so ?

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in heaven i s
perfect.

Matt . 22 :34 But when the Phari-
sees had heard that He put the Sad-
duces to silence, they were gathered
together.

35 Then one of them, which was a
lawyer, asked Him a question, tempt-
ing Him, and saying,

36 Master, which is the great com-
mandment in the law ?

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind .

38 This is the first and great com-
mandment .

39 And the second is like unto it,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self .

40 On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets .

John 13 :34 A new commandment I
give unto you, That ye love one an -
other ; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another .

35 By this shall all men know that
ye are My disciples, if ye have lov e
one to another .

John 15 :12 This is My command-
ment, That ye love one another, as
I have loved you.

13 Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.

14 Ye are my friends, if ye d o
whatever I command you .

GOLDEN TEXT : A new command-
ment I give unto you, That ye love

one another ; as I have loved you ,
that ye also love one another.—

John 13 :34 .

HE law that 'Jesus gave un-
to His disciples is the great

' law of life. That is, in al l

matters it should govern

life. If it were put into full oper-
ation for even a year, it would com-
pletely reform society. The Jewish
law was commonly regarded as a

law of justice, but under the inter-
pretation of Jesus it becomes love .

To love one's friend and hate one' s
enemy was the general practice of

the people and was well understood .
It was indeed the natural thing to
do, and in the doing of it one was
following the path of least resist-
ance . Even wicked men have a cer-
tain kind of love for their friends .

There is therefore no special , merit

in this. But Jesus has something

that transcends it, something of

Godlike quality . "I say unto you ,

Love your enemies . " What a com-
mand ! And what the keeping of it
would mean to a sin-sick world !

On one occasion Jesus told the

story of the man who fell among

thieves while on a journey from

Jerusalem to Jericho. This poor

fellow was robbed of all his goods ,

beaten and left to die on the road-

side. A priest and a levite both

saw him, but continued on thei r

way and passed him by . Possibly
they gave him a pitying glance, but
that was all . Then came a Samar-
itan, who was not supposed to be
on any kind of friendly terms with

the Jews. Naturally, these two
were enemies. But this Samaritan

had love in his heart. He convey s
the Jew to shelter, has his wound s

dressed, gives the landlord of the
inn a sum of money corresponding

to about ten dollars in present cur-
rency, and thus he did all that was

possible for him to do. That was
love in action, a most beautiful
thing .

The law of love is especially
binding on the disciples of Jesus .
The world has not, as yet, come to
know the meaning of divine love ,
because the world does not kno w
God . In another article appearing
in The Dawn, divine love is com-
pared to the law of cohesion whic h
hinds the particles of matter to-
gether, for it binds together the
various members of the body of
Christ . So great is the value placed
on love that a reward is promise d
to him who gives a disciple a cu p
of cold water only in the name o f
a disciple .—Matt . 10 :42 .

It is written of Jesus that "hav-
ing loved His own which were i n
the world, He loved them unto the
end." (John 13 :1 .) He did not for-
sake them, although there came a
time when all forsook Him. His
love never faltered . He saw in
them the pure gold despite thei r
weaknesses and defects . For, ver-
ilv, " love shall cover the multitude
of sins ." (1 Pet. 4 :8.) Instead of
parading them, it seeks to conceal
them. Therefore, it has been said
that where love is thin faults are
thick, and vice versa.

Verily, we are in the school o f
experience chiefly for the purpos e
of developing a Christ-like char-
acter of love, and if we succeed i n
doing this, some day ere long we'l l
graduate, receive our diplomas an d
be considered qualified to instruct
the world in the ways of love for a
thousand years .

QUESTIONS :

W hat are the elements of divin e
love ?

How did Jesus illustrate love ?

Quote some Scripture texts which
tell of the power of love

How does God's plan bring out
the quality of love ?

How can we grow in the strength
of love?
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GOD'S GREAT LOVE

Dec. 25-Matt . 2:1-1 2
1 Now when Jesus was born in

Bethlehem of Judea in the days o f
Herod the king, behold, there came
wise men from the east to Jerusa-
lem ,

2 Saying, Where is He that i s
born King of the Jews? for we have
seen His star in the east, and are
come to worship Him .

3 When Herod the king had hear d
these things, he was troubled, an d
all Jerusalem with him.

4 And when he had gathered all
the chief priests and scribes of the
people together, he demanded of
them where Christ would be born .

5 And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is
written by the prophet,

6 And thou Bethlehem in the lan d
of Juda, are not the least among th e
princes of Juda : for out of thee shall
cone a Governor, that shall rule my
people Israel .

7 Then Herod, when he had privily
called the wise men, inquired of the m
diligently what time the star appear-
ed.

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem ,
and said, Go and search diligentl y
for the young child ; and when ye
have found Him, bring me word
again, that 1 may come and worshi p
Him also .

9 When they had heard the king;
they departed ; and, lo, the star ,
which they saw in the east, went be-
fore them, till it came and stoo d
over where the young child was .

10 When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

11 And when they were come int o
the house, they saw the young chil d
with Mary His mother, and fell
down, and worshipped' Him : and
when they had opened their treas-
ures, they presented Him with gifts ;
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

12 And being warned of God in a
dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed into their ow n
country another way .

GOLDEN TEXT : God so loved the
world, that He gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting

life .—John 3 :16 .

HE story of the Magi is one
that contains some inter -
esting features. Although
some think these men were

believers in astrology the Bible
avers they were "wise men from th e
east" and some authorities asser t
that they were "deeply versed i n
science. and philosophy . " (Oxford
Cyclopedic Concordance .) Of one
thing we can be sure, they were
evidently sincere at heart . They
went far and sacrificed much i n
order to find Christ . It would see m
that they were quite well versed
in the lore of the Jewish prophets ,
and knew something of the divin e
times and seasons, especially those
in connection with the expected
birth of the Saviour . To be sure ,
a star led them to Jerusalem, and
while we do not know why this oc-
curred, it would appear that even

the physical heavens were coordin-
ated thus to show these wise men

from the east the way to the Chris t
child. However, we do know tha t

God interposed through a dream t o
warn these wise men not to disclose

the child's whereabouts to Herod ;
and, accordingly, they obeyed the

heavenly vision and returned to
their own country by another route

from the one they had taken to

reach Jerusalem . We must remem-

ber, too, that this was a transitional
period, and God still used vision s

and dreams to instruct and warn.

The gifts presented by the Mag i
were valuable and significant : The
gold was an appropriate gift for a
king; the frankincense the right
kind of present for a sacrificing

priest ; and the myrrh symbolized
death. Thus the three-fold signi-
ficance of these gifts was that Jesu s
was thus hailed as King, Priest, an d
the Lamb of God that was to die
on Calvary. Also these three
things would seem to picture the
sacrifices of God's people through-
out the Gospel age—the gold of

heart's devotion and love ; frankin-
cense that means the giving up of
earthly, interests for Kingdom in-
terests, and myrrh that symbolize s
the great truth that "if we be dead
with Him, we shall also live with
Him,"

27

In Luke's account of the birth o f
Jesus he tells a beautiful story of
certain shepherds out in the fields
guarding their flocks by night .
These men beheld a,.supernatura l
light, too, and the angel of th e
Lord appeared to them, telling the m
not to be afraid because he was
simply announcing the nativity o f
Christ. He spoke of "good tidings

of great joy, which shall be to al l
people ." Then a multitude of th e

heavenly host sang the song o f

"Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men . " Then the shepherds went to
Bethlehem and found the infant
Saviour even as the angel had sai d
they would, and they worshipped
Him .

All well informed Bible scholar s
know that, in fulfilment of Daniel' s
prophecy, Christ could not have
been horn on the 25th . day of De-
cember, but must have been born
in the' fall of the year. However,
we are not told the exact date of
His birth, and surely we shoul d
find no objection to having ou r
thoughts directed to this wonderful
event no matter what time of th e
year the so-called Christian world
elects to celebrate it .

To be sure, God will have won-
derful gifts for the world in the
Millennial age, but they will not be
suspended upon a literal pine tree .
Their gifts of everlasting peace an d
joy will come to them—if willing ,
and obedient to all the rich provis-
ions then in force—through the
symbolical tree of life .

QUESTIONS ;

Tell the story of the Magi. What
is the symbolic significance of their
gifts'?

Tell about the shepherds. Explain
the "Good tidings of great joy . "

Why are we certain that Chris t
was not born on December 25. Cite
some Scriptural proof to this effect .

What gifts will God have for th e
world in the Millennial age??

What gifts have the members o f
the church already received'? And
what gifts has God in reservation for
them in the future?



John 1 :40 One of the two whic h
heard John speak, and followed Him ,
was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

41 He first findeth his own brother
Simon, and saith unto him, We hav e
found the Messaias, which is, being
interpreted, the Christ.

42 And he brought him to Jesus .
And when Jesus beheld him, He said ,
Thou art Simon the son of Jona : thou
shalt be called Cephas, which is, b y
interpretation, A stone .

Luke 5 :1 And it came to pass ,
that, as the people pressed upon aim
to hear the word of God, he stood by
the lake of Gennesaret,

2 And saw two ships standing by
the lake : but the fishermen were gon e
out of them, and were washing their
pets .

3 And He entered into one of the
ships, which was Simon's, and pray-
ed that he would thrust out a littl e
from the land. And He sat dow n
and taught the people out of th e
ship.

4 Now when He had left speaking,
He said unto Simon, Launch out int o
the deep, and let down your nets for
a draught .

5 And Simon answering said unt o
Him, Master, we have toiled all th e
night and have taken nothing : never-
theless at Thy word I will let dow n
the net .

6 And when they had this done ,
they inclosed a great multitude o f
fishes : and their net brake.

7 And they beckoned unto thei r
partners, which were in the other
ship, that they should come and help
them. And they came, and 'fille d
both the ships, so that they began t o
sink .

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he
fell down at Jesus' knees, saying,
Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man, 0 Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all
that were with him, at the draugh t
of the fishes which they had taken :

10 And so was also James, an d
John, the sons of Zebedee, whic h
were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not ;
from henceforth thou shalt catc h
then .

11 And when . they had brought
their ships to land, they forsook,
all, and followed Him .

GOLDEN TEXT : Come ye after Me,
and I will make you to become

fishers of men .—Mark 1 :17 .

ESUS was on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee, and th e
public were pressing upon
Him to hear more of the

wonderful words which He was
wont to speak to them . Then it wa s
that He stepped into one of th e
fishing boats, and requested Peter ,
its owner, to push the boat out from
the shore, from which place o f
vantage He could the more easil y
address the multitude . Peter and
Andrew were managing one of the
boats, and James and John another .
The fishermen had been out al l
night, and were now mending thei r
nets in preparation for another ef-
fort to take place the followin g
night. While thus employed, no
doubt they were giving eager at-
tention to what our Lord was say-
ing .

When Jesus had finished His dis-
course, He suggested that Pete r
launch out into deeper water and let
down the net again. This was
surely a test of faith on Peter 's
part, for after trying for fish al l
night, it would surely seem useles s
to make a further attempt. But to
the unbounded astonishment of the
disciples, the fish were right there
waiting to be caught . Soon the
net was filled, and began to break .
The other boat came and shared the
catch, and both boats were filled .
There was no question in the mind
of Peter that this was a miracle.
He fell down before Jesus and said ,
"Depart from me, for I am a sin-
ful man 0 Lord . " Then the Mas-
ter told him that henceforth he was
to become a fisher of men.

Speaking of fishing on the Se a
of Galilee, a certain writer said :
"The Sea of Galilee was always
famed for the number and variety
of its fish . There are more than
fifty kinds. The thickness of the
shoals of fish in the Lake of Gen-
nesaret is almost incredible to any
one who had not witnessed them .
They often cover an area of ove r
an acre ; and when the fish move
forward slowly in a mass, and 'ar e
rising out of the water, they are

packed so close together that itap-

The . Dawn

pears as though a heavy rain
were beating upon the surface of
the water ."

The incident recorded in our les-
son marked a change in the lives o f
these fishermen . Henceforth they
were to fish for men, and soon the y
entered whole-heartedly into thi s
greater calling which had come t o
them. They did not need to catch
the shiny spoil from . Galilee's Lak e
any more, for their heavenly Fathe r
was quite able to take care of thei r
needs, and in pursuing their , new
vocation they found that they did
not lack for any necessary thing .
All through the Gospel Age thi s
fishing has taken place, for the Lord
has been gathering certain one s
into His Kingdom class. Then at
the end of,the age comes a time o f
special separation, when, as Jesu s
said in a parable, the net is drawn
to shore and the good 'fish taken
out and put into baskets, and the
others are discarded as not being
fit for the Master 's use.

Every true disciple of Jesus to -
day is cooperating with Him in do -
ing His work in this closing tim e
of the age. With the end almost in
sight, we know that the special ser-
vice of the Gospel dispensation wil l
soon be a thing of the past . May
each one of us be found amon g
those who have not hidden away
their talents, but of those who have
utilized time, money and all other
possessions in witnessing for the
divine kingdom, and in thus show-
ing forth the praises of the Lord,
so that we may finally hear the glad
and blessed, "Well done . "

QUESTIONS :

Tell the story of the miraculous
draught of fishes .

What has been the nature of the
Gospel fishing during the present
age'!

What qualities should a good . fish-
erman possess ?

What change takes place at th e
end of the age?!

What will Millennial Age fishin g

he like°!

2&

PETER CALLED TO SERVE

Jan, 1—John 1 :40-42 ; Luke 5 :1-11



HE great event to which membership in His body, the
the Jewish people had look- church.
ed forward for hundreds o f
years was the ' coming of

their Messiah ; yet when He actual-
ly came, they did not recognize
Him. Some thought He was John
the Baptist, and others believed H e
was one of the prophets risen from
the dead. They could accept Hi m
for almost anything but what He
really was. It was for Simon
Peter to give the greatest of all
testimonies concerning the Master ,
saying as he did, "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God ."
Then Jesus told him that he had
received this enlightenment no t
from men, but from Source divine ,
even from God Himself .

13 When Jesus came into the
coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He ask-
ed His disciples, saying, Whom do
men say that I the Son of man am ?

14 And they said, Some say that
Thou art John the Baptist : some ,
Elias ; and others, Jeremias, or on e
of the prophets .

15 And He saith unto them, Bu t
whom say ye that I am ?

16 And Simon Peter answered an d
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son o f
the living God .

17 And Jesus answered and sai d
unto him, Blessed art thou Simon
Bar-jona : for flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee, but My
Father, which is in heaven.

18 And I say also unto thee, That
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I
will build My church ; and the gate s
of hell shall not prevail against it.

19 And I will give unto thee th e
keys of the kingdom of heaven : and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on eart h
shall be bound in heaven : and what-
soever thou shalt loose on eart h
shall be loosed in heaven .

20 Then charged He His disciple s
that they should tell no man that
He was Jesus the Christ. .

21 From that time forth began Je-
sus to shew unto His diciples how
that He must go unto Jerusalem, and
suffer many things of the elders and
chief prieats and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised again the third
day. .

22 Then Peter took Him, and be-
gan to rebuke Him, saying, be it fa r
from Thee, Lord : this shall not be
unto Thee .

The keys that Jesus gave to Pe-
ter were the privilege of opening
the door of opportunity to certai n
persons to become members of th e
kingdom class. This great favor
was first granted to the Jews at
Pentecost, at which time that spec

-

ial door was opened. Then, three
and a half years later, it was open -
ed . to the Gentiles, when Cornelius
was converted . On the first occa-
sion Peter preached a sermon, and
three thousand persons were added

to the church, and on the second o c-
casion Peter took the Gospel mes-

sage to Cornelius. Thus, it is evi-
dent :that he used both of the key s
that the Lord had entrusted 'to him .

And upon this mighty rock It was hard for the disciples to
foundation truth our Lord was to understand why Jesus should suf-
build His church, and the gates of fer and die . In fact they could no t
hell (death) were not to prevail fully comprehend it till their minds
against it . There are those who became illuminated by the holy spir-
suppose that Jesus alluded to Si- it at Pentecost . Thus Peter tried
mon Peter as the foundation of the to dissuade Jesus from a course of
church, but this could not possibly suffering, and the Master adminis-
be, for the Apostle tells us that, tered a rebuke . The disciples, as
"Other foundation can no ' man lay . well as the Jewish people, seemed
than that is laid, which is to have completely missed the
Jesus Christ. Now if any man prophecies relating to the persecu-
build upon this foundation gold, tion of our Lord, while at the sam e
silver, precious stones . . : : . every time accepting those prophecies
man's work shall be made mani- pointing to His kingship and His
fest. "—1 Cor. 3 : 11, 12, 13. . great glory. So, then, it is littl e

wonder that the minds of the Mas-
ter's ' followers were confused and
mystified because of the trend of
circumstances that brought Jesus to
the cross .

"Whosoever will save his life
shall lose it ; and whosoever wil l
lose his life for My sake shall find
it . " And that is as true today as
when it was first spoken.

Throughout the Gospel age ther e

have been some who have built in

the proper manner upon the right

foundation. Jesus Himself illus-

trated this matter by the parable of
a man who built his house on a rock
and another who built his on the
sand. In the first case, when th e
storm arose, and the winds increas -
ed to violence, and the waters bea t
upon the house, the structure stood ,
for it was founded upon a rock. In
the second case the building was Why could not the Jews reeog-

washed away, for it had been built nine Christ when He came ?

upon the sand. Jesus said, "ram What was the foundation upon
the way, the truth, and the life . No which Jesus was to build IIis church d̀
man cometh unto the Father but Why could not hell (death) prevail

QUESTIONS :

23 But He turned, and said unto
Peter, . Get thee behind Me, Satan :
thou art an offence unto Me : for
thou savorest not the things that be
of God, but those that be of men .

24 Then said Jesus unto His dis -
ciples,If any man will come after
Me, let him deny himself, and tak e
up his cross, and follow Me .

25 For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it : and whosoeve r
will lose his life for My sake shal l
find it .

GOLDEN TEXT : Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the liv-

ing God.-Mat. 16 :16 .

by Me . " When we accept Him, we against it ?

accept the truth ; and when we ac- Explain the difference between
cept the real truth, we accept Him . building upon the true rock and upo n
The Apostle Paul calls Him the false foundations .

great High Priest of our profession . . -what were the keys that Jesus :
By Him alone we have access to gave to Peter? What doors did h e
the Father and to the privileges of . open %
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PETER COMMENDE D
AND REBUKE D

Jan. 8-Matt. 16 :13-25



THE YEAR THAT IS- ENDING

WHILE our present calendar arrangement which
makes December the last month of the year is a n
arbitrary division of time, instituted by man, never-
theless it affords an opportunity for the Lord's peo-
ple to take stock, spiritually, of the manner in whic h
the Heavenly Father has blessed them during th e
year that is past, and in the light of those blessing s
to renew their determination to continue pressin g

.forward in the narrow way throughout the years
that are to come . Very appropriate indeed in thi s
connection is the text and comment in the Daily
Manua for December 30. We quote :

"Thou crownest the yea r with Thy goodness . "
—Psa. 65 :11 .

"As we review the leadings of divine providenc e
during the year that is past, let God's goodness an d
mercy stimulate our faith and confidence in Him a s
respects the New incoming Year. A proper retro-
spect on the part of a proper child of God will enabl e
him not only to render thanks for the past, but t o
look up and lift up his head, realizing that our de-
liverance is nearer than when we first believed ; and
that He that began a good work in us is both able and
willing to complete it, if we will but continue t o
submit our wills, our lives, our all, to His wisdom
and loving care."—Z. '00 365 .

How wonderfully up-to-date is the suggestion by
Brother Russell that we look up and lift up ou r
heads, knowing that our deliverance is near ! Thi s
language is that of Jesus, and is in the nature of a n
admonition to those who would he privileged to se e
the signs of Ilis second presence. "When these
things begin to come to pass," said Jesus, "then loo k

+.p, and lift up your heads . " (Luke 21 :2g.) Surely
it has been the privilege of the watchers in Zion t o
see these things during the past year in greate r
reality than ever before. From this standpoint alone
it has been a remarkable year; a year that should have
done much to strengthen our faith in the veritie s
of the present truth . To those who are able to see
the significance of passing events in the world, God
has been brought nearer, and made dearer, than
ever before. One brother has said that the evi-
dences of Christ 's presence and the nearness of th e
Kingdom are now so real that when telling others
about them it makes him feel . as though he were al -
most face to face with God .

In view of the present conditions in the world ,
with what great force the words of the apostle come
home to us now—"Seeing then that all these thing s
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye

to be in all holy conversation and godliness ." (2 Pet .
3 :11 .) Surely we should look well to our standin g
in the Lord, and to the conditions of faithfulnes s
upon which a continued standing in Him is assured .
It is a time of shaking, and only those things which
are wholly in line with the divine will are to be per
mitted to stand. We have the assurance that "Go d
is in the midst of her ; [and] she shall not be moved . "
(Psa. 46 :5.) But, the point for us to make sure of .
is that we are fulfilling the conditions that mak e
us a part of "her"-	 the Zion class—that shal l
not be moved .

The Zion class that will not be moved from a posi-
tion of favor with the Lord, and who will be helped ,
or delivered and united with the Lord in the ne w
Kingdom now so near, are identified by the Psalm-
ist as those who are dwelling in the "holy of the
tabernacles of the Most High . " (Psa. 46 :4 .) Briefly ,
this is a reference to that condition of full consecra-
tion that is typified by the first compartment of th e
tabernacle—the "secret place of the Most High ."—
Psa. 91 :1 .

Dwelling in this secret place, we are enlightene d
by the light of the golden candlestick . This is the
light of the divine Word as it is held forth by th e
church . And we are also privileged to feed upo n
the shew bread, which is thei food of the divine Word
--"every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God." (Matt. 4 :4.) Upon this we live, and upon thi s
we grow "strong in the Lord, and in the power of
His might . " (Eph . 6 :10 .) And if our consecration i s
complete and unreserved, we will, in the light o f
the golden candlestick; and in the strength of the
shewbread, proceed to the golden altar and ther e
offer ourselves in sacrifice to the Lord, in the as-
surance that even though imperfect in the flesh, ou r
sacrifice will be, through Christ, "holy and accept -
able" to Iiim— a sweet incense unto the Lord .

This makes true consecration something that i s
all-comprehensive in our lives . It is something tha t
implies receiving and also giving. We receive the
light of truth from God, through His Word, by
the ministry of His people . Then it is our privil-
ege, by the aid of the light and the food, to go for -
ward in sacrifice, in giving—giving all that we ar e
and have in the service of the Lord, even as Jesus
did. It is such a spirit of full consecration to th e
Lord that assures us continued habitation in th e
secret place of the Most High : and, it is the same

full consecration that will assure us an entrance int o
the most holy, even heaven itself, when our sacri-
ficing at the golden altar shall have resulted in the
full consuming• of our all in the joyful service of
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our God. May God grant that the development of
world events, and the significance of those events ,
will help us all to consider more seriously our fait h
relationship to the incoming new Kingdom, an d
therefore to bind our sacrifice more tightly to th e
altar that it may be wholly consumed in God's due
time and way .

Not only has the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
eight been a momentous one in connection with th e
progress of the Lord 's day of vengeance .upon the
world, but it has also been one of marked progres s
and rich experiences among the brethren . There
has been a renewal of faith and hope and zeal on the
part of many, and an increase of love and devotio n
in the hearts of all those who are sincerely pressin g
down upon the mark for the prize of the high callin g
of God in Christ Jesus. The closing of this year find s
many of our brethren rejoicing in the truth and in
fellowship with others of like precious faith, who a
year ago were truly "mourners in Zion ." This i s
something in which we all can and do .rejoice . It
is one of the blessings in which we are all able to
participate, because in one way or another we al l
have the privilege of helping to give "beauty fo r
ashes" to those who are so much in need of our help
at the present time .

Tcglay, new ecclesias are rejoicing in the Lord
where a year ago no ecclesias existed. Not only
have many been reached and helped who formerly re-
joiced in the truth, but new ones also have receive d
the light of the truth during the year past . Indeed,
there are not a few who, a year ago, knew nothing
of the divine plan, yet today are rejoicing with u s
in this glorious light of the gospel of Christ . These
are all matters for which we can be truly thankful .
Thankful first of all that others are being blessed .
and thankful also that in some small way we have ha d
the opportunity of helping to . bring the blessing to
them .

All of our thanksgiving should be to the Lord, fo r
after all is He not the fountain-source of all our bless-
ings ? Even the privilege of helping others is a
blessing from Him . While we may in the mornin g
"sow the seed, and in the evening withhold not ou r
hands, yet, unless He gives the increase, the blessing

will not reach others . (Psa . 11 :6 .) We are sure to

get a blessing ourselves from our efforts to hel p

others, because the definite promise is that he wh o

waters shall himself also be watered ; but the resul t

of the watering is in the Lord's hand . If our con-
secration is complete, we will delight in the privil-
ege of continuing to sow and to water, and will b e

quite happy to wait for God to give the increase .

But, in His kindness the Heavenly Father doe s
permit us from time to time to see some little evi-
dence of how He blesses the efforts of His peopl e
on behalf of the one here and there who respond s
to the message. Just as many hands, from the tiller
of the soil to the delivery man who brings a loaf of
bread into the home, contribute in the providing o f
that food, so with the bread of life, while individuals
or classes here or there may be used to deliver th e
bread, so to speak, it is because the Lord's peopl e
as a whole have cooperated with the Lord and with
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each other, that the blessing ultimately reaches thos e
who have the hearing ear . For this reason, the en-
couraging experiences of the brethren in one class ,
or in one part of the world, are equally encouraging
to the Lord's people everywhere, because all have ha d
a share, directly or indirectly, in the one great proj-
ect of holding forth the Word of life .

From a wide area we hear the good news of those
who have responded to the Gospel message of the
Kingdom and who are now rejoicing in that sam e
blessed hope that has cheered our hearts throughout
the years. A large number of conventions, loca l
and general, have been held during the year, an d
reports indicate that at many of these, immersion
services have been .held . This alone indicates that
even though individual efforts of the brethren t o
spread the truth have apparently not always resulte d
in an increase of new, interest, yet as a whole Go d
has blessed the sacrifices of His people . One of the
very encouraging letters recently received is from
Newfoundland. We quote in part :

"We are greatly encouraged with the way the Lor d
is reviving His work here . The old friends are takin g
new interest and new ones are coming into the truth .
We realized that we were greatly blessed when th e
way opened up to broadcast the message over th e
radio. The manager of the broadcasting station has
fully accepted the truth and has symbolized his con-
secration . . . . The public, also, is taking more interest . "

A newly interested person in a small community i n
the state of Tennessee, writing concerning a proposed "
pilgrim visit, says :

"We would be glad to have you [Brother Herrseher ]
come with a message of truth which is almost unknown .
in this community. Have only had one meeting here ,
which was by Brother Procter . It created much in-
terest . We are located in a rural community abou t
seven miles from Leona station. We have a four-
room school building, and f have permission to use on e
of the rooms for adult educational work (WPA), and
I am privileged To use this room for any kind of lec-
tures that are free to the people ;-but have the us e
of it only at nights, so the meetings must be planne d
for the evening. But reallly this is the best .time to
get the people out during cotton picking time . I can
announce it easily by posting a public notice at th e
community store, and announcing it in the other even-
ing meetings .

"I have been interested in the Gospel of the Kingdo m
for several years, in fact, from Bible reading since
childhood I had noticed things which none of th e
`church members' could explain . Hence, when I re-
ceived a copy of the Divine Plan of the Ages sent ou t
by Brother Stanford I felt that it was in answer t o
prayer for understanding . I do not feel competent t o
teach these people the truth ; but we discuss it as
best we can. And I'm so desirous of learning more,
and for the people to know . "

From the Gosport (England) Ecclesia comes th e
following encouraging message :

"Dear Brethren : We are writing to tell you of the
encouraging results we have had from the distributio n

of the Kingdom Cards . . . .During the last few years



we have begun to cooperate with the Bible Student s
Committee in this country, and this has brought u s
in contact with many others of the scattered sheen ,
but it was not until this summer that we have mad e
any general distribution of the Kingdom Cards .

"The result from the distribution of the first 2,00 0
cards was 16 enquiries ; several having written twice .
Ten of these are now reading, or have finished rea d
ing, Volume One, of the Scripture Studies . Several
have expressed a desire to come to the Sunday meet-
ing, and we have every hope of their coming along in
the near future. Three did attend a lecture here re-
cently. "

And from Seattle, Washington, more than 6,000
miles from-Gosport, conies the following brief, bu t
very encouraging letter :

"Gentlemen : A minister gave me your little book-
let, `God and Reason .' On its cover page you offer your
magazine free for three months. I should like very
much to receive it, Should it prove as interesting a s
the booklet, I shall want it regularly . Very truly
yours . "

So we might go on quoting from letters and tellin g
of interesting experiences the brethren are having in
various parts of the world as they endeavor faithfully ,
in obedience to Jesus' command, to let their light shine
out as from a city set on a hill where it cannot be
hid. Never has the time been more opportune for
bearing witness to the truth than now . The experi-
ences through which the world has passed during th e
past year have struck deep into the hearts of many,

causing them to indeed wonder what the world i s
coming , to. The divine plan of the ages holds the
only statisfactory answer ; and with the Kingdom
hope set forth in that plan it is our privilege to "com-
fort all who mourn" because of the distressing cir-
cumstances of the day of vengeance .

Sometimes the question is asked, What can we do
to help our brethren ? The answer is, first of all ,
pray, and then let us do all we can to hold high th e

banner of truth where it can be seen. The preaching

of the truth is not limited to any one certain way.
Public meetings are good where such are possible .
The distribution of tracts, or Kingdom Cards, o r
both, is also another way, The important thing i s
to keep the spirit of. helpfulness in our hearts . If
we do, and the words of the Lo•d are like a burnin g
fire shut up in our hones, we will find a way of giv-
ing it out, even if it is only in e very limited man-
ner . God is able to find a way for the willing hand s
to serve ; and if He doesn ' t, and bids us for a little
while to stand and wait, then we can continue i : o
pray for the divine blessing upon the ministry o f
others . This , is a privilege in which all can share .

So, then, let us rejoice in the blessings the Lor d
has poured out for us during nineteen hundred an d
thirty-eight, and (luring all the years that are passed :
and let us look forward in hope to the blessings o f
nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and of eternity .
Yes, let us give thanks for His abundant mercy, an d
look to Him for help in every time of need .

COMING CONVENTIONS

BALTIMORE, MD ., 'December 11 . The Baltimor e
join with them in this one-day convention to be hel d
at 4 W. Eager St . For more details write the clas s
secretary : Mr. J . H . L. Trautfelter, 2408 W. Lafayette
Ave., Baltimore, Md .

BOSTON, MASS ., Dec . 18 . The Boston class has ar -
ranged a one-day convention on this date . Friends fa r
and near are cordially invited to attend . For further
details write the secretary, Miss L . Thain, 64 Thursto n
St., Somerville, Mass.

CHICAGO, ILL ., Dec . 31, Jan. 1, 2 . "Come all y e
sons of truth, to Chicago for a three-day conventio n
to take place during the last day of this year, and th e
first two days of 1939 . And what better way coul d
there be to begin the New Year than by a convoca-
tion of those who love the Lord and who desire to
come together to a banquet where the table is sprea d
by the Lord Himself ?

"There will be discourses by Brothers Obenland, Sund-
bom, Muir, DeGroot, Wilson, Meggison and A . Newell .
There will be a message for the public to be delivere d
by Brother Wilson. Luncheon will be served in th e
auditorium each day . There will be a watch-nigh t
gathering, song services and testimony meetings . This
convention will serve as a rally call to God's neonl e
to find their joy in the divine love and to offer to th e
Lord the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving and a
whole-hearted service at this ending time of the age . "
For details write, Mr . I . C . Foss, 5944 N. Knox Ave . ,
Chicago, Ill .

VANCOUVER, B. C., Jan., 1 2 . A the friends were
unable to secure the ball for Saturady evening', th e
convention will begin Sunday morning instead of Sat -
urday evening as previously announced . All-day sessions
will be held January 1 and 2 . An interesting progra m
is being arranged and a. hearty invitation is extende d
to all to share in the blessings of this gathering . The
convention will be held in Victory Hall, 535 Homer

Street. Light lunches will ' be served . For further,

particulars write the class secretary : Mrs. Henry Bur-

dett, 2591 E. 20th Ave., Vancouver, B . C.

BROOKLYN, N . Y., Jan. 1 . Soeeial in:eetinas wil l
be held beginning at 2 P ., M., at 109 Remsen Street .

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF ., Jan. 8 . This is the reg-
ular gathering of the friends in San Francisco terri-
tory, which is held on the second Sunday, every othe r
month .

JERSEY CITY, N . J ., January 15 . One-day con-

vention . Sessions morning and afternoon, with 9n ad-
vertised meeting for the public at 3 P . M. All .ses-
sions in Lawyers Building, Bergen Square .

BROOKLYN, N. Y., Jan . 29 . The usual Fifth Sunday

Convention will be held at 109 Remsen Street . Lunch

served in the hall at noon. Secretary, Mr . Wm. Josiah ,

117-34 123rd St ., So . Ozone Park, L . I ., N . Y .

WEATHERFORD, TEXAS, Jan . 29 . Friends in

the vicinity of Weatherford plan to hold another of
their Fifth Sunday Conventions on January 29th . For

further details, inquire of Mr . J . Wyndelts, 371 .5 Uni-

versity Boulevard, Dallas, Texas .



"GOOD HOPES" REPORT
(Months of July, August, September )

FOR the benefit of new readers ewe wish to ex -
plain that the method of listing each donation of $5
or more in connection with a key number has bee n
adopted for the purpose of giving all contributors th e
opportunity of noting whether their contribution s
have been received and properly accounted for i n
harmony with their expressed wishes : these key
numbers being on the receipts sent to contributor ,
when donations are acknowledged . The first item
listed in each Fund includes all donations under $5 .

FREE SUBSCRIPTION FUN D
E5 -119-124	 $ 7.9 0
Balance July 1	 61 .25
'1 ransferred from General Fund 	 400 :0 0

Total	 $469 .1 5
Number of 3 months subscriptions . hirrged
this fund, 587 at 251` each : $ 146 .75 . Numbe r
of annual subscriptions charged to this tmld .
217 at $1 each : $217.0 0

Total charge	 $363 .7 1

Balance	 $105 .4 0

FREE BOOK FUN D
G7 -73	 $ 2.0 0
7-72	 5 .0 0
7-74	 5.0 0
Balance July 1	 73 .6 7

Total	 $85 .6 7
Booklets charged against this fund, 976 c i
5e each : $48 .80 . Other books, $4 .80 .

Total charge	 $53.6 0

Balance	 $32 .0 7

TRAVELING SPEAKERS FUN D
C3-1103-C3-1189	 $101 .23 3-1148	 $ 5.0 0
31110	 5 .00 31.150	 5 .0 0
3-1111	 5 .00 31151	 1 .0 .5 0
3-111.2	 5 .00 3-1155	 5 .0 0
3-1114	 10 .00 3-1162	 10 .0 0
3-1115	 5 .00 3-1164	 5 .0 0
3 -111 .7	 5 .00 3-1165	 5 .0 0
3-1118	 10 .00 3-1166	 10 .0 0
3 -1120	 5 .00 3-1168	 5 .0 0
3 -1121	 145 .00 3-1.170	 5 .0 0
3 .. 1127	 5 .00 3-11.74	 1. 5 .0 0
3-1128	 5 .00 3-11 .79	 5 .0 0
3-1130	 5 .00 3-1180	 5 .0 0
3-1132	 10 .00 3-1181	 :	 5 .0 0
3-1134	 5 .00 3-1184	 7 .0 0
3-1135	 25 .00 3-1185	 5 .00

	

3 -1136	 5 .0 0

	

3 -1137	 20.0 0

	

3-1138	 6 .00

	

3-1141	 10 .0 0

	

3-1142	 6 .0 0

	

3-1143	 5 .0 0

	

3-1145	 5 .0 0
Balance	 $106 .2 9

Number of class meetings served, 356 : tota l
attendance, 10,874.
Number of Public meetings served, 39 ; total

FREE TRACT FUN D

A1-554-581	 $ 31 .85

1-556	 5 .0 0

1-560	 5 .0' )

1-561	 30 .0 0

1-567	 5 .0 0

1-569	 5 .0 0

1-573

	

5 .6 6
1-575	 5 .0 0
1-576	 10 .0 0

1-578	 10 .0 0

Balance July 1	 90 .3 0
Transferred from General Fund	 400.01 )

Total	 $602 .9 0

Total number of tract pages of tree literatur e
of various hinds sent out and charged agains t
this fend, 750,425 .

Total eost of printing and shipping'	 $533 .6 8

Balance	 $ 69 .2 2

CLASS FORMING FUN D

112-04	 $ 2.01 )

2 -01	 5.0 0

2-02	 35.0 0
2-03	 25 .5 0
2 -05	 15 .0 0
2-06	 5 .0 0
2 -07	 5.0 0
2-08	 5 .00
Transferred from General Fund	 2 00 .0 0

Total

	

$297 .5 0

Total charge	 226 .25

6-1518	 20 .0 0

6-1519

	

5 .0 0

6-1520	 10 .0 0

6-1522	 5 .0 0

6-1527	 10 .0 0
6-1 .530	 10 .0 0
6-15 :31	 10.0 0
6-1 .532	 15 .0 0
6-1534	 50.0 0
6-1537	 25 .00 Balance July 1 . . . . 858 .4 6

6-1538	 25,0 0
6-1539	 5 .00 Total	 $1452 .61

6-1551	 10 .00 Transferred	 1150 .0 0

6-1553	 23.35
.,,--

	

.	 $302 .6 1

Balance

GENERAL FUND

$ 71 .25

3-1188	 5 .0 0
Balance July 1	 120 .9 7
Transferred	 150 .0 0

Total

	

$791 .7 0
Traveling Expenses $685 .41

F6-1526-1578	 $ 71 .3 0

6-1503	 10 .00

6-1504	 10 .0 0

6-1510	 10 .00
6-1511	 25 .0 0

6-1515	 10 .5 0

C-1516	 50 .00

6-1554	 $

6-1555	
(1-15556	

6-1 .557	
6-1561	
6-1564	
6-1565	
6-1567	
6-1568	
6-1569	
6-1571	
6-1573	
6-1575	
6-1576	
6-1579	
6-1580	

15 .0 0

5 .0 0
5 .0 0

5 .0 0
10 .0 0

5 .0 0

25 .0 0

10 .0 0

9 .0 0

10 .0 0
5 .0 0

25 .0 0
1- 0 .01)
30 .01 )
10 .0 0

5 .00



Co o the ctiptureo QLleatlp Ceacb

That the Church is "the Temple of the Living God "
—peculiarly "His workmanship" ; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age —
ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this Temple, through which ,
when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all peo-
ple," and they find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3 :16, 17 ;
Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen. 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :29 .

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing ,
of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin ,
progresses ; and when the last of these "living stones, "
"elect and precious," shall have been made ready, th e
great Master Workman will bring all together in th e
First Resurrection ; and the Temple shall be filled wit h
His glory, and be the meeting place between God an d
men throughout the Millennium.—Rev . 15 :5-8 .

That the Basis of Hope for the Church and th e
World, lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every man," "a ransom fo r
all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world," "in due time."—
Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; 1 Tim. 2 :5, 6 .

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be lik e
her Lord, "see Him as He is," be a "partaker of the
divine nature," and share His glory as His joint-heir .
-1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; 2 Pet . 1 :4 .

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service ; to
develop in herself every grace ; to be God's witness t o
the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priest s
of the next age .—Eph. 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6 ;
20 :6 .

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings o f
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by
Christ's Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of al l
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient ,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His glorifie d
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .

—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35.
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