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SPEAKERS’

APPOINTMENTS

BROTHER C. P. BRIDGES BROTHER ©O. MAGNUSON “Providence, R.T. ... ... .. ... 14
Boston, Mass. «....vrnn... Nov, 14 Brooklyn, N.Y. ............ Nov.7 Lehighton,Pa. ...... ... ..., 21
— y o Joston, Mass. ... v, 28
BROTHER EDWARD FAY Norwich, Conn. ............... 28
. BROTHER EDW. MAURER BROTHER €. W. ZAHNOW
Passaic, N. J. ....... ..., Nov. 21 \ : :
Buffalo. N. Y o8 Duquesne, Pa. ..ovvinenn... Nov, 7 Munecie, Indiana ............ Nov. 1
P B. Liverpool, O. ................ 98 Marion, Ohio ... 2
Tonawanda, N. Y. .............. 29 N Mansfield, Ohio ..., ... ... 3
Niagara Falls, N.Y. ............ 30 BROTHER N. M. MOLENAAR Alkron, Ohio . 4-7
o ” o ,Ohio ..o
BROTHER C. . GEORGE x resno, Céhf- ------------- Nov.14 Pery, Tnd. ..oovvviiiinininnn. 14
o P Nov. 1 BROTHER & R. POLLOCK Buffalo, N.Y. ... 18-21
UGUESDE, B wvrveeeen e ov. 14 Hawthorne, Calif. .......... Nov. 21 Carbondale, Pa. oo 28
BROTHER A. J. JOHNSON BROTHER J. W. REIMER BROTHER L. F. ZINK
Cheney, Wash. ............ Nov.14 Camden,N.J. .. ..ooiiinn.. Nov. 7 Springfield, Mass. .......... Nov. 21
BROTHER J. C. JORDAN BROTHER A. I. RITCHIE Worcester, Mass., ..o 22
' N o ) O . North Brookfield, Mass. ........ 23
T Liverpool, O. ............ Nov. 14 San Rernardino, Calif, ...... Nov. 14 TPoston, Mass. «.ovouvrvrnnennn.. 24
Beaver,Pa. .......ooivviiii 21 BROTHER WALTER SARGEANT ILiynn, Mass. ... 0. .., 25
BROTHER E. W. KRIB Pen Argyl, Pa. ..ol Nov. 14 oW Bedford oo 26
) Brooklyn,N. Y. ............... 91 Brooklyn, N. Yo 28
Duquesne, Pa. ....... ..., Nov. 21 Ba]timbro, M. 28 Hawthorne, Nodo oo 30
BROTHER PETER KOLLIMAN oy N W Brooklyn, N Y. v Dec. 1
T e BROTHER W. N. WOODWORTH Taurelton, .1, ... . o, 2
Camden, N. J. .........oooo Novo 7 Camden, NoJ. oooviininnn Nov.7 Rutherford, N.J. ............... 3.
Baltimore, Md. ............ ..., 14 New Bedford, Mass. ........... 14 Passate, NoJ. ... ... oo )
COMING CONVENTIONS
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Nov. 6-7. The Bible Stu- ceed'ngs our Master will manifest His spirit. For

dents (lass in Grand Rapids is plannine to hold this
eatherine in the Watson (. A. R. Hall, 1107 Sheldon
Avenne. For further details address Mr. Henry Kuzee,
2126 Lafavette Ave, N. E., Grand Rap'ds, Michigan.

PERU, INDIANA, Nov. 14. This eathering will be
in the Assembly Room of the County Courthouse. The
all dav program will include a publie meeting. Further
details mav be had by addressing Mr. A. H. Klepinger,
Route 4, Peru, Indiana.

OVOLONE, TNDIANA, Nov. 21. The friends every-
whewe are invited to attend all dav mesotings to be held
in Cvelone, starting at 10 A, M. An old fashioned bas-
Yot dinner will be served at the noon houv. Additional
information obta‘nable from Mr. C. O. McMains, Route
1, Kirklin, Indiana.

CAPBONDALE. PA. Nov. 28. The friends of Car-
bondale and vieinitv are nlanning a one dav convention
at the home of Mrs. Thomas Schultz, 304 Park Street,
Carbomdale, Pa. TFriends arve cordially invited to at-
tend this gathering.

WARRINGTON, ENGLAND, Eastertide. We have
reccived the following announcement: ‘A General
Convention is planned for Eastertide, 1938, at Warrina-
ton, Tngland, the whole of the arrancements beine, as
on previous oceasions, in the responsibility of the War-
vineton class. Onee more the friends ave given a hearty
invitation to this gathering with the sincere desire
and expectation that over all and during all the pro-

further details and for accommodations, please apply
to Mr. D. Stanlev, ‘“Laurel Bank,’’ 140, Knutsford
Road, Grappenhall, Warrington, BEng.”’

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 2, 3, 4, 1938. The
Los Angeles friends wish an advance notice given ot
this provosed General Convention so that friends mav
have it in mind when planning vacations.

TRUST

“‘If a wren can cling
To a spray a-swing
‘Tn a mad May wind,
And sing and sing,
As if she’d burst for joy;

Why cannot T,
Contented lie,
In His quiet arms,
Beneath His sky,
Unmoved by earth’s annoy?”’
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“THE NOISE OF THE SEAS”

HE last few weeks have heen momentous ones
in the development of national and interna-
tional affairs. Politically, industrially, and
religiously, the whole world is in a state of
chaos—a chaos that is becoming ever miore complex
and bewildering. To those who are seliously con-

sidering present world conditions merely in the light

of human reasoning, the outlook is indeed a dark one;
and becoming darker as national and social unrest
increases. The prophet describes this time as being

a “day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds
dl’]d of thick darkness.” (Joel 2:2.) The only thing
that will pierce this darkness of the world’s gloom is
the searchlight of divine prophecy; and these pro-
phecies point out that what human wisdom fears will
ultimately result in the destruction of civilization, is
but the setting in of that which the Bible describes
as a time when the Lord would “rxse up to the
prey,” for it is His determination to “gather the na-
tions and assemble the Kingdoms” that He may pour
upon them Hfs “indignation,” even all His “fierce

anger, for all the earth shall be devoured with the
fire” of His “jealousy.”—Zeph. 3:8.

During recent weeks several incidents have been
contributory to the increasing difficulties that were
already baffling the trouble-weary world. Japan’s
attack on China, in defiance of other world powers;
Dictator Mussolini’s visit to Germany to confer with
Dictator Hitler; France and England’s demand that
Italy withdraw her “volunteers” from Spain; and
Roosevelt’s Chicago speech in which he called for a
“quaranteen” of all war-like and aggressor nations,
are some of the highlights in the grim drama now
Dbeing enacted on the world stage: a drama which is
daily drawing nearer to a ghastly climax of wanton
destruction and suffering.

At this writing there is in progress and in the off-
me, two conferences: the non-intervention committee,
meeting in London in an attempt to find a way to deal
with Ttaly’s refusal to withdraw her volunteers from
gpam and the nine- power conference at Brussels,
the objective of which is to find a solution for the
Japanese-Chinese troubles in the Far East. The fail-
ure of either one or both of these conferences may
result in the explosion of the world’s powder can,
precipitating that looked-for gruesome struggle the
forebodings of which are filling so many hearts with
fear as they look forward to the things coming upon

the earth.

But no one can tell with certainty just what a day

or a year may bring forth. The special concern of
the Bible student is not in being able to forecast
the exact date when the final climax of the world’s

~lot »f them that rob us.’

trouble will come, but in the fact that conditions as

a whole are fulfilling the prophecies relative to the -

“last days,” and that there is every cause for con-
fidence that the long-looked for Kingdom of God is
at hand. There are those, well acquainted with the
set-up on the international chess board, who claim
that while a world war is inevitable, it will probably
not come for a number of years yet. They point to
the fact that public sentiment will not yet permit of
war ; although the public press can soon change that.
We are also reminded that the apparent hesitancy
of England to “stand up for her rights” is not due
to a lack of courage, but rather to the fact that she
has as yet completed only about half of her rearma-
ment program.

One of the prophecies which seems to descrilie
well the present unrest of the world is that of Isaiah
17:12-14, We quote: “Woe to the multitude of many
people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas;
and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing
like the rushing of many waters! The nations shall

“rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall

rebuke them, and they shall flee afar off, and shall be
chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind,
and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. And
hehold at eventide trouble; and before the morning
he is not. This is the portion of them that spoil us,
and the lot of them that rob us.’

What a vivid description the prophet thus gives
us of the troubled conditions in the world about us!
How could the present agitated conditions of the
masses in all nations be better illustrated than to say
that they “make a noise like the noise of the seas”?
The Prophet David makes use of the some symbolism
when, in Psalms 46:2, he tells us that the “moun-
tains,” or kingdoms of the world, shall be carried into
the midst of the “sea.”
how the surging waves of human passion are lashing
against the formerly constituted authorities of civ-
ilization, shaking their bulwarks, causing one after
another of them to collapse, and be carried into the
midst of the sea.

“And behold at eventide trouble,” continues the
prophet. VYes, as the dark night of these closing
scenes of the present evil world settles down upon the
nations, it will indeed mean an increase of trouble. It
is the day of God’s vengeance during which Satan
and his empire will be completely routed. Hence it'is
that before the morning is fully come “he is not”;
for “this is the portlon of them that spoﬂ us, and the
* This great “time of trouble”
which comes as a result of the standing up of Michael,
has a divine purpose back of it, which purpose is the
overthrow of the Satanic. systems of iniquity which
have so long oppressed the people and have robbed

13

Surely we can clearly see-
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so- many of that which is rightfully theirs,. The new
Kingdom, in which God's will is to be done on earth,
as it is done in heaven. will not permit of intolerance
and injustice, hence the present systems which spon-
~ sors these unholy principles must be destroyed to
make way for that Kingdom.
The. general disturbances, unrest and trouble in
the world is effecting all classes of people. None
are escaping. The Lord foretold that it would be
thus, saying, “Behold, the Lord maketh the earth
empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside
down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.
- And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest;
as with the servant, so with the master; as with the
maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with
the seller; as with the lender, so with the horrower;
as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury
to him. The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly
spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken this word.”—
Isa. 24:1-3. :
The complete fulfillment of a prophecy of this kind
will doubtless require several years; but we can al-
ready see the forces at work which will ultimately
bring. about such a condition of desolation. But the
Christian should not look forward with fearful fore-
boding to what the near future holds of trouble for
the world. Indeed, we “will not fear though the
earth be moved, and though the mountains be car=
ried into the midst of the sea.” Not only will we not
fear in this time when Jesus said the hearts of men
would be failing thenm for fear, but we will do as sug-
gested by the prophet, we will “say to them that are
of a fearful heart, Be strong. fear not: behold, your
God will come with vengeance, even God with a rec-
ompence ; He will comie and save you.”—Tsa. 35:4.
“Happy Zion, what a favored lot is thine”—not
only to have fear removed by the precious promises
of the Word, but to be in a position to comfort the
mourning ones, to say to them that are of a fearful
heart—-whose hearts are failing them for fear—fear
" not, for what you see coming upon the earth is but
the expression of God’s righteous jealousy against the
systems of oppression and corruption, and that De-
yond the trouble will come the glad day of salvation
for aJl who will obey the laws of the new Iingdom.
Shall we not, then. consider this privilege a sacred
responsibility which has been imposed upon us by a
knov-iledee of God’s truth, and seek to he true and
faithful Tightbearers in this hour of the world’s in-
creasing darkness.

:.i::¥::‘:ii:i::¥::¥:5::‘.-:‘:n‘:i:?:i:!:iii&iiiiiiiiiii&&iiii‘;’.
CROSS AND CROWN PINS

From England we have received a supply of
“yolled gold Cross and Crown pins, suitable for
~ Christmas presents. There are three kinds. The
“catch pin for either lady or gentleman is 50¢;

the pendant for a lady, 50¢, and the bar pin for
a gentleman’s tie or to be used as a lady’s
brooeh is 75¢.
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NO ACCIDENTS IN THE KINGDOM

IT IS APPALLING to think of the maltitudes
of people that are being killed and wounded in’strug~-
gles now taking place in Spain and China. So fright-
ful is the slaughter that Canton reports two thousand
dead or wounded in two days. Yet, the destruction
of human life that goes on year after year in these
peaceful United States is far greater than that of the
combined wars of the world. Statistics for 1936.
show that on the average, one person was’ injured
every nine seconds, and one person killed every five
minutes; making a total for the year of 10,730,000
injured, and 110,000 killed. One would suppose
that probably most of the accidents occurred on fast-
moving trains, speeding automobiles, or in air-planes;
and indeed some of them did, but not the larger pro-
portion.

While 37,800 persons in the United States lost
their lives during 1936 as a result of automobile
accidents, a still larger number—238,500—were killed
in their- homes; by falls,” burns, excessive heat,
asphixiation, etc. Only twenty-three persons lost
their lives in train accidents, so that the express traimn
would seeny about the safest place to be. Each year
many people are injured from slipping on polished
floors. Others dislocate arms and legs from falling
in slippery bathtubs. However, the fact that more
people meet with accidents in the home than when
travieling by automobile or train does not prove
that it is safer to travel than to remain at home. If
we should compute the number of home-hours spent
by the American people, and compare these with the
number of travel-hours, we would discover that
after all the safest place in the world is right in one’s
own home.

Accidents of all kinds, even as death by so-called
natural causes, are due to man’s fall into sin and im-
perfection, and during the age of restitution soon to
come humanity will learn, under Kingdom instruc-
tions, how to live safely and eternally. The death
penalty incurred by original sin having been set
aside by the ransom work of Jesus, the way will be
cleared for mankind to return to perfection of health.
Thus, with perfect minds and bodies, human beings
will be able to avoid or remove the causes 6f acci-
dents. Even the wild animals will not then be per-
mitted to destroy life. Concerning this glorious
Kingdom period the prophet writes:

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear
shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together:
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the
suckling child shall play on the hole of the asp, and
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka-
trice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
My holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.””.
—Isa. 11:6-9.




ASTING GOSPEL

ARt

9 Aud 1 Jolm waw ﬂwbolyﬂ
new Jorusalers, coming down

God eut of beaven, preparod ‘ay

/ a bride adorned for hee husband

{ 3 And } henrd

a groat voice o\:L

of hraven
bernacle of

ying, Uehold, the ta-

o 7s with men, and
be will dwell with them, and they
ahall be his people, and God him-
:;!Lshall be with them, and be

ir God.

4 And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there |
shall be »o more death, neither
sorrow, nor erying, neither shall |
there be any more pain: for the
former things are away.

5 And he that sat upon the throne
mil, Behold, I makeall thingenew.

1 {And he said unto me, Write: for | §
!theae words are true and faithful,
AV ——ilenta e, 4 i

Rev. 21:2-5.

What Say the Scriptures About Sprtualism?

The following article is a reprint
from the booklet, ‘‘What Say the
Scriptures About Spiritualism.’”’ Ad-
ditional material from this booklet
will be published next month.

THE claim of Spiritists is, that
so-called spirit manifestations and
communications from unseen intelli-
gences are from human beings, who
once lived in this world, but who,
when seeming to die really became
more alive, more intelligent, freer,
and every way more capable and
competent than™they had ever been
before. It is claimed that the pur-
pose of these manifestations is to
prove that the dead are not dead,
but alive—that there is no need of
a resurrection of the dead, because
there are no dead, the dead being
more alive than ever, after passing
into what is termed death. )

We shall not stop here to show
how inharmonious all this is to the
testimony of Seripture upon this
subjeet, but merely cite the reader
to the Word of the Lord; reminding
him that, ‘‘If there be no resurrec-
tion of the dead, . . . then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished.”’-—I Cor. 15:13, 18;
Job 14:21; Psa. 146:4; Eccl. 9:5, 6.

Here is the point of infatuation.
As soon as the unbeliever in Spirit-
ism has been convinced that an un-
scen intelligence communicates by

. or through the medium, he is all in-
terest. Nothing else offers such ap-
parent proofs from invisible sources

" as does Spiritism; and many seem
not only willing but anxious to walk
by sight rather than by faith. Every
one has friends who have died, and
thousands are anxious to communi-
cate with them if possible, and to
receive from them some message or

some advice. It is not surprising,
therefore, to find people greatly ab-
sorbed in these matters, and very
willing to be directed by those whom
they esteem their truest friends and
most competent advisers, -

They visit a medium for the pur-
pose of holding communication with
the dead, The medium describes
the hair, the eyes, etc.,, and certain
little peculiarities, such as a mole
or an injured or deformed finger or
foot (which the father or son or sis-
ter or wife identifies as the deserip-
tion of the loved one deceased) and
delivers a message which, however
vague or indefinite, is construed to
be very important.

The novices are filled with a sort
of reverent joy mixed with a humble
feeling of the inferiority of their
own condition, and with pride that
they have been counted worthy to
receive communications from ‘‘the
spirit world,”’ while so many good
and great people are not so favored,
but are ‘‘blind to the wonderful
facts of Spiritism.”” The feelings
thus started are somewhat akin to
some kinds of religious feelings, and
straight way the ‘‘converts’’ are
ready to believe and obey the advice
and instructions of those whom they
believe to be so much wiser and hol-
ier than themselves, and so deeply
interested in their welfare, present
and eternal, as to leave the joys and
ministries of heaven to commune
with them and instruct them.

The majority of people have no
true Christian faith built upon the
foundation of the Word of God,
they have a wish for a future life,
and a hope with reference to their
dead, rather than a faith with refer-
ence to either. As a consequence,
their minds ‘being convineed that
they have had communication with

those beyond the grave, everything
relating to the future life becomes
more real and more interesting to
them than ever before. And many
such, wholly ignorant of religious
feelings, say themselves, Now I know
what it is to have faith, and a re- .
ligious feeling with reference to the
future, and they congratulate them-
selves.

But this is only the first lesson,
and these comparatively uplifting
‘experiences ‘belong ‘chiefly to it.
Later experiences will demonstrate,
as all Spiritists will freely acknowl-
edge, that there are ‘‘evil spirits,”’
‘‘lying spirits,”” which time and
again deceive them; and the mes-
sages and revelations, often foolish
and nonsensical, gradually lead the
investigator to a disbelief of the
Bible and the Creator, while it
teaches and exalts ‘‘the spirits’’ as
the only sources of knowledge aside
from nature; and thus the way is
paved toward advanced lessons on
‘‘spirit-affinities,”’ ““free love,’’ ete.
But after the first deception and
shaking of confidence the explana-
tion that there are ‘‘both good and
bad " spirits”’ is generally satisfae-
tory; and the poor vietim follows
blindly on, because assured that he .
communes with supernatural power.

Who Are These Spirits
Which Personate the Dead?

We have in the Seriptures most
abundant and most positive testi-
mony that no communication conld
come from the dead until after the
resurrection. Furthermore, we have
positive Scripture festimony that
not only some, but all, of these spir-

its are ‘‘evil spirits’’ “‘lying
goirits,”’ ‘‘seducing spirits.”” The
Seriptures forbid that humanity

should seek to these for information,
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and clearly inform us *hat these de-
mons or ‘‘devils’’ are ‘‘those angels
whieh kept not their first estate,”’—
some of the angels to whom was
committed the supervision of man-
kind in the period before the flood,
for the purpose of permitting them
to endeavor to lift mankind out of
sin; that by their failure all might
learn that there is but one effectual
remedy for sin; viz.,, that provided
in Christ. -

These angels, instead of uplift-
ing humanity, were themselves en-
ticed into sin, and misused the power
granted them, of materializing in
human form, to start arother race.
(Gen. 6:1-6.) Their illicit progeny,
was blotted eut with the flood, and
" themselves were thereafter restrain-
ed from the liberty of assuming
nhysical bodies, as well as isolated
from the holy angels who had kept
their angelic cstate inviolate.

The Apostle Peter (2 Pet. 2:4)
mentions these, saying, ‘‘God spared
not the angels ‘that smned but cast
fhem down fo hell [Tarta,ruﬂ and
delivered them into chains of dark-
aess, to be reserved unto judgment.’’
Jude (6) also mentions this class,
saying, ‘‘The angels which kept not
their first estate, but left their own
habitation [proper condition] he
hath reserved in everlasting chains
—under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.”’ Notfice three
points mih reference to these evil
angels:

(1) They are imprisoned in Tar-
tarus, 1<Ashamod but not destroyed.
Tartarus is nowhere else rendered
““hell,”’ but in this one passage.
Tt does not signify the grave, neither
does it signify the Second Death,
symbolized by the ‘‘lake of fire and
brimstone;’? but it does signify the
air or atmosphere of earth.

(2) They have some liberties in
this immrisoned econdition, yet they
are chained, or restrained, in one
resnect—they are not nelmi‘cted to
(*\01(*190 their powers in the 1mht
being “‘under chains of darkness

(8) This restriction was to con-
tinue until ““the judgment of the
great day,”’ the great Millennial
Dav~—1n all a period of over 4,000
vears. As we are now in the dawn~
ing of the Millennial Day—*‘the
nwdt day’’—it is possible that this
shou d be understood to mean that
some of these limitations as to
“‘darkness’’ may ere long be remov-
ed, gradually. If so, if the ‘‘chains
of darkness’’ should be veleased,
it would permit these evil spirits to
work deceptions or ¢‘lying wonders’’
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in the daylight (as they are now
attempting to do) to the delusion of

mankind more than has ever been
known sinece the flood.
These fallen angels, or demons,

are not to be confounded with Satan
the . prince of demons, or devils,

_whose evil eareer began long before

—who was the first, and for a long
time, the only enemy of the divine
government; who, having been cre-
ated an angel of a superior order,
sought to establish himself as a ri-
val to the Alinighty, and to deceive
and ensnare Adam and his race to
be his servants; and to a large ex-
tent, for a time at least, he has sue-
ceeded,. as all know.

As ‘‘the prinece of this world,”
who ‘‘now worketh in the hearts of
the children of disobedience,”’ he
has indeed a very multitudinous
host of deceived and enslaved follow-
ers. Naturally he would appreciate
the defleetion of the ‘‘angels who
kept not their first estate,”’ and who
were restrained at the time of the
flcod; and hence he is spoken of as
their chief, ‘“the prinee of devils;’’
and no doubt as a superior order of
heing he exereises some degree of
control over the others.

These fallen angels, ‘‘demons,’’
have probdbly very little to interest
them amongst themselves;—evil be-
ings apparentlv always prefer to
make game of the purer, and avpar-
ently take pleasure in corrupting
and degrading them. The history
of these demons, as given in the
Seriptures, would seem to show that
the evil concupiscence which led to
their fall, before the flood, still con-
tinues \\*1th them. They still have
their prineipal pleasure in that which
is laservious and degrading; and the
debauchery of those over whom they
gain absolute control.

We are well aware that many
Christian people have reached the
conclusion that the Lord and the
apostles were deceived, when they
attributed to the works of demons
conduect that is now considered hu-
man propensity and mental unbal-
ance and fits. But all should admit
that if our Lord was in error on this
subject, His teachings would be an
unsafe guide upon any subjeet.

Notice the personality and intel-
ligence attributed to these demons in
the following Seriptures—*‘Thou be-
lievest that there is one God; thou
doest well; devils also believe and
tremble.”’ (Jas. 2:19.) Do human
propensities ‘‘believe and tremble?’’
T'he demons said to our Lord, ‘‘ Thou
art Christ, the Son of God! And He,
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rebuking them, suffered them not to
speak [further], for they knew
that He was Christ.”’ (Luke 4:41.)

Another said, “Jesus I know and
Paul T know, but who are ye?”’
(Acts 19:15.) The vyoung woman
from whom Paunl cast out the spirit
of soothsaying and divination (Aets
16:16-19) is a good illustration. Can
it he claimed by any that the apostle
devrived the woman of any proper
talent or power? Must it not be
confessed to have been a spirit which
possessed and used her body?—an
evil spirit unfit to be tolerated there?

Many of those who eclaim that
the demons of the Secriptures were
the wicked men and women who
died, and these are the “‘lying spir-
its””  acknowledged by Spiritists,
have still apother difficultv;— for
generally they claim that the wick-
ed dead go to hell-torments, as they
wrongly interpret sheol and hades
to mean. If so, how could they be
50 much at liberty ?

““Witcheraft,”’ Neeromancy,”’ the
“‘Black art,”’ ‘“Sorcery,”’ ete., are
supposed hy many to be wholly de-
lusions, But when we find that they
had a firm hold upon the Egyptians,
and that God made special provision
against tham with Israel, we are sat-
isfied that He made no such restrie-
tions either against that which is
good, or against that which had no
cmstenee whatever

The instruction to Israel was very
explicit: they should not have any
communion nor make any inquiries
through necromancers (thosa who
claimed to speak for the dead; i. e,
spirit mediums); nor with any wiz-
ard or witeh; nor with any whe had
oceult powers, charms; nor with
those who work miracles by means
of sorcery and incantation.—Read
carefully all of the following Serip-
tures,—HExod. 22:18; Deut. 18:9-12;
Lev. 19:31; 20:6, 27; 2 Kings 21:2,
6,9, 11; 1 Chron. 10:13, 14 Acts 16:

16-18; (al. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8; Isa.
8:19, 20; 19:3.
The Bible storv of Kine Saul’:

‘‘geance’’ with the witeh of Endor,
a necromancer or spirit-medium,
as related in 1 Samuel 28:7-20, is an
llustration of what is claimed to be
performed today. Although the law
with reference to these mediums was
very striet and the punishment
death there were some who were
v11hng to risk their lives because of
the gains which could thus be ob-
tained from people who believed that
they were obtaining supernatural in-
formation from their dead friends—
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just as with spirit-mediums today.
King Saul was well aware that
there were numerous of these medi-
ums residing in Israel contrary to
the divine injunction and his own
law, and his servants apparently had
no difficulty in finding the one at
Endor. Saul disguised himself for
the interview, but no doubt the craf-
ty woman knew well the stately form
of Sanl—head and shoulders taller
than any man in Israel. (1 Sam. 9:
2.)  Hence her particularity to se-
cure a promise and oath from his
own hps that no harm should befall
her for her service.

The methods used by the evil spir-
its through the medium at Indor
were similar to those in use today.
They caused to pass before the med-
jum’s mental vision the familiar
likeness of the aged prophet, Sam-
-~ uel, wearing as was his custom, a
long mantle. When she described
the mental (or ‘‘astral’’?) picture,
Saul recognized it at once as a des-
cription of Samuel; but Saul himself
saw nothing—he ‘‘pereeived,’’ from
the description, that it was Samuel,

Easily convinced, as people under
such cirecumstances usually are, Saul
did not stop to question how it could
be that Samuel looked as old and as
stooped as he looked in the present
life, if he was now a spirit being
and far better off; nor did he en-
quire why he wore the same old
mantle in the spirit world that he
had worn when he knew him as an
earthly being. Saul had been for-
saken by the Lord and was now eas-
ily deceived by these ‘‘lying spir-
its,”” who personated the prophet
and spoke to Saul in his name,
through ‘their medium, the witch,
necromancer, Spiritist.

The fallen spirits are not only well
informed in respect to all the af-
fairs of earth, but they are adepts in
deceit. In answering Saul, the man-
ner and style, and as nearly as could
be judged, the sentiments of the
dead prophet were assumed——the bet-
ter to deceive. Thus these lying
spirits always seek to counterfeit
the face manner and disposition of
the dead.

The response was, ‘“Why hast
thou disquieted me to bring me un?”’
This-answer corresponds to the Jew-
ish belief—that when a person died
he became unconsecious in ‘‘sheol,”’
the grave, waiting for a resurrection.
(Job 14:12-15, 21; Psa. 90:3; Eccl.
9:5, 6.) Hence the representation
is that Samuel was brought up from
the grave, and not down from heav-

en; and that his rest or peaceful
““gleep’’ was disturbed or ‘‘disquiet-
ed.”’—Psa. 13:3; Job 14:12; Psa.
80:5; John 11:11, 14,

Saul was easily deeccived into
thinking that the Prophet Samuel,
who had refused to visit him, to have
any further converse with him while
alive, had been forced to commune
with him by the wonderful powers
of the witch. (See 1 Sam. 15:26,
35.) Saul’s own testimony was,
““God is departed from me and an-
swereth me no more, neither by pro-
phets, nor by dreams.’’—1 Samuel
28:6, 15 .

Any rightly informed person will
readily see the. absurdity of suppos-
ing that Samuel would hold any con-
ference whatsoever with Saul under
the circumstances. Samuel, when
living, was aware that God had for-
saken Saul, and hence Samuel had no
right to speak to him and no right
to give him any information which
the Lord was unwilling to give him.
And Samunel 'would not do so. If is
thoroughly absurd to suppose that a
splirit-medium Jnder condemnation
of the Lord and prohibited of the
right of residence in the land of
Israel could have the power at the
instance of a. wicked king, whom
God had deserted, to ‘‘disquiet’’
Samuel and to bring him “‘up’’ out
of sheol.

Was Samuel down in the earth,
or was he afar off in heaven? Iad
the witeh the power in either case
to command him to present himself
before King Saul to answer his gues-
tion? Or is it reasonable to sup-
pose that any spirit-mediums have
the power to ‘‘disquiet’’ and ‘‘bring
up’’ or in any other manner cause
the dead to appear to answer the
speculative questions of the living?

The ‘‘familiar spirit’”’ of the
witch, personating Samuel, foretold
nothing which Saul himself did not
anticipate. Saul knew that God’s
word had been passed that the kine-
dom should be taken from him and
his family, and he had sought the
witch because of his fear of the
Philistine hosts in battle array for
the morrow. He expected no mercy
for himself and his familv, God hav-
ing told him that David would be
his successor.

It is not surprising that Satan and
the fallen angels, his eonsorts in evil,
should know considerably more than
do men concerning manv of life’s
affairs. We must remember that bv
nature they are a hicher, more intelli-
gent order than men: for man was
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made ‘‘a little lower than the ang-
els.”” (Psa. 8:5.) DBesides, let us re-
member their thousands of years of
experience, unimpaired by decay and
death, as compared with man’s ‘“few
vears and full of trouble,”’ soon cut
off in death,

Can we wonder that mankind can-
not eope with the cunning of these
V'wicked spirits,”” and that our
only safety lies in the divine pro-
vision that each one who so wills
may refuse to have any communica-
tion with these demons? The Word
of the Lord is, ‘‘Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you.”’ (Jas.
4:7.) ““‘Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour: whom resist,
steadfast in the faith.”’—1 Peker
5:8, 9.

But while able to tell things past
and present, these evil intelligences
are quite unable to do more than
guess at the future. Yet these guess-
es are often so skillfully stated as
to satisfy the inquirer and yet ap-
pear true if the result should be the
opposite of his expectation. Thus
the oracle of Delphi having been
consulted by Croesus demonstrated
to him a super-human knowledge of
present things, and when he, having
thus gained confidence in if, inquir-
ed through its mediums, ‘“whether
he should lead an army against the
Persians,”’ the answer as recorded
by Herodotus the historian was,
““By crossing the Halys, Croesus
will destroy a mighty power!’’ Re-
lving upon this, Croesus attacked
the Persians and was defeated. His
own mighty power was destroyed!
History is full of such evidences
that the demons know not the fu-
ture; and God’s Word challenges all
such, saying:

““Produce vour cause, saith the
Lord; bring forth your strong rea-
sons, saith the King of Jacob, Let
them bring them forth and show us
what shall hanpen. TLet them show
the former things what they he, that
we may consider them, and know
the latter end of them; or declare
us things for to come. Show the
things that are to come hereafter,
that we may know that ye are gods.”’
—TIsaiah 41:21, 23.

RBut where was Samuel the pro-
phet, if Saul would be with him the
dav following? Clearly the meeting
nlace would not be heaven, for wick-
ed Saul wasg surely unfit to enter
there. (John 3:5.) Nor could the
meeting be in a place of flames and
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torment, for surely Samuel was not
in such a place.

No, the ‘‘familiar spirit’’ spoke
to Saul from the standpoint of the
general faith of that time, taught by
Samuel and all the patriarchs and
prophets; namely, that all who die,
good and bad alike, go to sheol, the
grave, the state of death, the sleep
from which naught can awaken ex-
cept the resurrection power of
Michael, the arch-angel (Dan. 12:1,
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THE FULL restoration of the hu-
man race to a state of perfect health,
happiness and everlasting life, in a
world-wide Edenic home, is the ex-
pressed purpose of the Creator as re-
corded in His Word, the Bible.

Reason tells us that this is as it
should be. If God created the earth
for man, and man for the earth, it
would be illogical to suppose that
He would permit opposing forces of
deception and rebellion to forever
thwart His loving designs; or that
He would be forced to adopt some
alternative arrangement in order to
salvage a few of Iis human subjects
by transferring them to another
state or condition of life.

When God created man and pro-
vided him with that wonderful Eden
home, the commission was given to
““multiply and fill the earth, and sub-
due it.’’ Nothing was said to Adam
and Eve about going to heaven when
they died; indeed, death was not in
the offing for them as long as they
remained obedient to the Creator’s
laws.

They were to live—on the earth-—
and not die. They were to ‘‘fill the
earth’’—not heaven—with their prog-
eny. Try, then, to imagine the glor-
iously ideal conditions that would
have obtained on this planet if sin
and death had not come upon the
seene and the original Edenic para-
dise had been enlarged to embrace
the whole earth, as God had com-
manded. Picture that world-wide
paradise filled with a perfect and
happy human family, all enjoying
eternal life and the eternal favor of
their Creator. Tt is this praectical,
blessed boon that is yet to come to
the human race; snch ‘‘restitution’
having been provided through the
death of Jesus.

Promises of Restitution

When, in the very beginning, God
said that the ‘‘seed’’ of the woman

2)—except it were claimed that the
witeh’s ‘‘familiar spirit’’ could a-
vyaken the dead in advance—but
this, as we are showing, was a de-
ception, a fraud, the ‘‘lying spirit’’
personating the dead and answering
for Samuel.

One remarkable thing in connec-
tion with the manifestations of these
fallen angels, or ‘‘demons,’’ is that
people of ordinary common sense
are so easily deceived by them and
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shall bruise the serpent’s head, He
actually meant that the results of
the serpent’s work of death would
be destroyed, and man would be re-
stored to that whieh he was then
forfelting by disobeying his Creator.

When God told Abraham that
through his ‘‘seed’’ all the families
of the earth shall be blessed, it was
in reality a promise of restoration to
all of Adam’s posterity.

When the angel announced the
hirth of Jesus, saying, *‘Unto you is
born this day in the c.ty of David, a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,”’
it meant that the whole world was
to have an opportunity of being sav-
ed from death, and of heing restored
to life upon the earth.

When Jesus taught His disciples
to pray, ‘‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is done
in heaven,’’ He gimply was remind-
ing them of the real and ultimate
purpose of the Kingdom of God-—the
restoration of man’s lost estate.
Every Christian who has uttered this
prayer—whether they realized it or
not-—has prayed for the restoration
of paradise conditions on the earth.

When our Lord and His apostles
promised all faithful Christians that
they would become ‘‘joint-hefirs’’
with Jesus and would ‘‘reign with
Him,”’ it meant that ultimately they
would share with Him as the spirit-
ual ““seed of Abraham,’’ in the glor-
ious work of dispensing the promised
blessings of restored life.—Rev. 5:10.
- When the Scriptures tell us that
Jesus, ‘‘by the grace of God tasted
death for every man,’’ it means that
the penalty of death which rests upon
every man because of original sin,
will in due time be set aside; thus
opening the way for every man to
live again upon an earth made per-
feet.—Rom. 6:23.

Tt is in order to accomplish this
work of restoration that Jesus, as
well as the church, are exalted to
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accept such flimsy proofs respecting
the living. The inquirer will accept
through the medium a deseription
which fits to the individual and his
manner, clothing and appearance
vears before, and will hold sacred a
message purporting to come from
him, whereas the same individual
would be more on guard against de-
ception by a living imposter, and
his message through a servant .

(To be continued)

such a high position, both of nature
and of glory. And what a better
hope of glory this is for the chureh
of Christ, than the dark-age theory
that God has been trying to get the
whole wo:1d to join the chureh in
order that they might be saved from
hell fire!

It is this glorious work of restor-
ation, or ‘‘restitution,’’ that will fol-
low the second coming of Christ. The
Apostle Peter indieates this in Acts
3:19-23. Just before -making the
statement here recorded, Peter had
healed a man who had been lame
from his youth. Using this incident
as an illustration and as a bagis for
the important lesson he was about
to impart to his hearers, he said:

“‘Repent ye therefore, and be eon-
verted, that your gins may be blotted
out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the
Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ
which before was preached upto you:
whom the heavens must receive until
the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all His holy prophets since the
world began.’’

What an all-comprehensive pro-
phecy this is—‘restitution of all
things’’! What a different sequel to
the second coming of Christ is this
from the traditional ‘erack of doom’
that was supposed to follow His re-
turn.

Yes, ‘‘times of refreshing’’—mnot
of gloom and torture “shall come
from the presence of the Lord.”’
The expression, ‘‘from the presence
of,”” in-the Greek literally means
““out from the face of.”” It is based
on the oriental idea that to turn
one’s back upon another is an evi-
dence of disfavor, but to look upon
one indiecates that he is considered
a friend. How full of meaning then
is this expression, as the apostle
uses it in this prophecy!

Back in the Garden of Eden God
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‘“turned His back’’ upon His human
creation. because His law had been
disobeyed. ‘‘In God’s favor is life,”’
says the prophet; but the world lost
God’s favor hecause of sin; and, like
the flower deprived of ‘rhe sunhght
#nd rain, the people have withered
and died.

"The Promises Will Be Fulfilled

" But while God’s back, figuratively
speaking, has been turned against the
human race for more than six thous-
and years, nevertheless He has been
making promises concerning the fu-
ture time of blessing, and also mak-
ing preparation for the things which
He has been promising.

The second coming of Christ and
the establishment of His Kingdom
mark the time when these promises
begin to be fulfilled. Because of this
Peter tells us that then God will
*‘turn His face’’ toward the human
family; and that, as a result “times
of refreshing sha]l come.’

The apostle also says that there
shall come ‘‘times of restitution of
all things, spoken by the mouth of
all God’s holy prophets since the
world began.”” It was perfect life
on earth that man lost, and it is per-
feet life on earth that is to be re-
stored. How could the world be re-
stored to heaven, when it has never
been there? And think of it! ‘Al
of God’s holy prophets’’ have fore-
told these coming days of blessing
for the distressed and dying world
of mankind.

Did you ever wonder about deserts
blossoming and fig trees growing in
heaven? It is earthly things of this
nature that the Old Testament pro-
phets wrote about, and now we see
that their messages appertained in-
deed to earthly blessings of life and
happiness in the restored paradise.

Peter’s restoration to health of the
one man who had been lame was
merely as an illustration of the fact
that when the Messianic Kingdom is
established there will be similar res-
titution for all. Isaiah, for example,
said that when the Kingdom time
comes ‘‘the lame man shall leap as
an hart,”’ that the ‘“tongue of the
dumb shall sing,’’ that the ‘‘ears of
the deaf shall be unstopped’’ and the
‘‘eyes of the blind’’ opened.—Isaiah
chapter 35.

Not only will these restitution
blessings affect those unfortunate
ones who are maimed and erippled,
but all others who desire it shall be
benefited thereby. And then, too,
there is a spiritual blindness that will
be removed when the ‘‘knowledge of
God’s glory’’ fills the earth ‘‘as the

waters cover the sea.’’—Isaiah 11:9,

The Messianie Kingdom is symbol-
ized in prophecy as a ‘‘Mountain.’’
It is this Mountain- Kingdom that
Daniel foretold would grow unti] it
fills the whole em‘th. (Dan, 2:34, 35,
44.) This same ““Mountain’’ is men-
tioned by the Prophet Micah, chapter
4, where we read :

““But in the last days it shall come
to pass, that the DMountain of the
house of the Loord shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and it
shall be exalted above the hills; and
people shall flow into it. And many
nations shall come and say, Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and He will teach us His
ways, and we will walk in His paths:
for the law shall go forth from Zion,
and the word of the Lord from Jer-
usalem. And He shall judge among
many people, and rebuke strong na-
tions -afar off; and they shall beat
their swords ‘nto plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks: na-
tion shall not 1ift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war
any more. But they shall sit every
man under his vine and under his
fig tree; and none shall make them
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of
hosts hath spoken it.”’

The Last Days

The expression, ‘‘last days,”” as
used in the foregoing passage, is
descriptive of the closing days of the
reign of sin and death upon the
earth; and the period in which a
new and better order will be estab-
lished, under the direct administra-
tion of the Messiah. The dark-age
hallucinations concerning the ‘‘last
days’’ are found to be entively er-
roneous when compared with this and
other hope-inspiring Scriptures.

For example, instead of the ‘‘last
days’’ signaling the end of all hope
as well as all opportunity for re-
pentance, the prophet presents an
entirely opposite pieture. Ile says
that then God will teach the people
H's ways and that they will walk in
Mis paths.; that they will cease their
selfish, war-like tendencies, and will
devote their time to the promotion
of peace and good will—‘Nations
shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neithe‘ shall they learn. war
any more.’

Not all the details of the Messianic
Kingdom arrangements are revealed
in the Bible, but we are assured that
the same mighty power and unerring

~wisdom that brought into being and

now controls the orderly movements
of all the millions of heavenly bod-

will then be removed.
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ies, vouchsafes the Kingdom methods
by which the knowledge of God’s law
of love will be enforced throughout
the lengths and breadths of the earth
immediately following the present de-
bacle of human sin and selfishness.

The symbolisms of Micah’s proph-
ecy, of course, are based on things
with which the prophet himself was
familiar. “‘Spears’” and ‘‘swords’’
arc not much in vogue as effective 1m-
plements of warfare today, If this
prophecy had been written in more
modern times it doubtless would have
mentioned submarines, airplanes and
poison gas.

Likewise, the vine and fig tree pic-
ture is that of peace and contentment,
based on an adequate assurance that
the necessities and comforts of life
will continue to be available for all
when Christ’s Kingdom is in full op-
eration. A comfortable cottage, free
from mortgage, and a two-car garage,
would be the modemn conception of
the same glorious condition.

Another interesting prophecy of
the ‘“times of restitution’’ is that of
Isaiah 25, We quote:

““And in this Mountain [King-
dom] shall the Lord of hosts make
unto all people a feast of fat things,
a feast of wines on the lees well re-
fined. And He will destroy in this
Mountain the face of the covering
cast over all people, and the vail that
is svread over all nations. He will
swallow up death in vietory; and
the Lord God will wipe away tears
from off all faces; and the rebuke of
His people shall He take away from
off all the earth: for the Lord hath
spoken it. And it shall be said in
that day, Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for Him, and Te will
save us; this is the Lord; we have
waited for Him, we will be glad and
rejoice in Hig salvation.”’

What more could be asked than
that which is deseribed in this heart-
cheering prophecy of restitution
blessings to come? A feast indeed it
will be, when ‘“the desire of all na-
tions shall come.”’ (Hag. 2:7.) The
“‘feast’’ symbolizes the life-restor-
ing and life-sustaining provisions of
the Messianie Kingdom

The ‘‘vail,’ symbolizing the blind-
ing influences of that ‘‘old serpent,’’
This will be
made possible because, as the Reve-
lator vo'nts out, Satan will then be
bound that he might deceive the
nations no more.—Rev. 20:1-3.

And death is then to be swallowed
up in vietory. Ah, ves, it was death
that entered the world and destroved
the happiness of all; but ‘‘that which
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was lost’’ is to be restored, hence
death must be destroyed.

In Revelation 21:4 we are told that
‘“there shall be no more death.’’
The difficulty in the past has been
that we tried to make all these glor-
ious earthly promises apply up in
heaven, overlooking the fact that
only a few, the genuine footstep fol-
lowers of the Master during this age
are to have a heavenly reward. Ii
is here on earth that death has reign-
ed; and it is here, therefore, that
there shall be ‘‘no more death.”’

And how happy the people will
then be to accept the Kingdom bless-
ings of life and salvation! Note
what the prophet says on this point:
¢¢And it shall be said in that day, Lo
this is our God; we have waited for
Him, and He will save us; this is the
Lord, we have waited for Him, we
will be glad and rejoice in His sal-
vation.”’

How many millions of people in-
deed have waited and longed for a
better understanding of the true
God! And how many, also, have
hoped and prayed for the ‘‘salva-
tion’’ that He alone can give! Yes,
the world has been waiting for the
sunrise of God’s returning favor—
ignorantly waiting, perhaps, not hav-
ing mueh idea of how or when it was
to come ahout.

But when the blinding influences
of the arch deceiver have been re-
moved and the knowledge of God’s
glory fill the earth, then the world
will know its God, and will actually
and enthusiastically return to Him
with its whole heart.

A God’'s Mighty Power

Tet no one’s faith be staggered by
the immensity of the things which
God has promised to do for mankind.
Remember that we are now consider-
ing what the all-powerful eternal
Creator of the universe has prom-
ised to do. The God who produced
life in the first place, is abundantly
able to reproduce it in order to fulfil
His promises.

And this ‘‘restitution’’ is to in-
clude the dead as well as the dying.
It is this that is involved in the Bible
teaching of the resurrection. This
wonderful doctrine of the resurree-
tion from the dead has been made
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void by the traditional theory that’

there is no death. How could one
be raised from the dead unless he
were dead?

How utterly impossible it has been
for a confused world to grasp the
simple but soul-satisfying hope of
““restitution’’ while their minds have
been blinded by the immortal-soul

tradition! But now, thank God, we
can see what constitutes ‘‘salvation,’’
that it means an awakening from the
dead and a restoration to life upon
the earth.

The Bible pictures death as being
a ‘‘sleep,” from which all are to be

awakened, refreshed, in the morning .

of the new day now dawning. The
divine time clock of the ages already
marks the early morning hour; and
while the darkness is st.}l dense, yet
the day is rvapidly approaching, yea,
it is very near.

Tane Blessings Around the Corner

Yes, the most interesting part of
it all is the fact that these life-giv-
ing blessings of restitution are in-
deed ‘‘just around the corner.”” And
it doesn’t require a superabundance
of faith to believe it, either. The
prophets of the Bible have been so
aceurate in their foretelling of pres-
ent world conditions—the conditions
that were to immediately precede the
full establishment of God’s Kingdom
—and of the many blessings which
already have materialized, many of
which would have been considered
impossible up to a very few years
ago, that it isn’t hard to believe that
the same divine power and wisdom
that must have guided in giving pro-
phetic utterance to the things which
we now accept as realities, also must
have guided in foretelling the still
more wonderful things which lie just
ahead.

Let us then rejoice in the inspir-
ing prospect that is before us; and
may the vision of those joys to come
enable us to bear patiently the trials
of the present. While the reign of
sin and death has been a long and
weary one for the world as a whole,
vet for each individual the time goes
guickly by; and with its passing each
one has lain the foundation of a very
valuable lesson.

Few have as yet grasped the im-
nort of such lessons, but during the
Kingdom period all will come to
know that the six thousand years of
world-suffering and death was
brought about by disobedience to di-
vine law~——through original sin to be-
g'n with, and by continued disobed-
ience to divine law on the part of
the whole world all down through
the ages, for, ‘‘all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God.”

If now, then, we can realize that
the wise and loving Creator has al-
lowed the reign of evil to come for
the very purpose of enhancing our
appreciation of Him and of His laws,
we can patiently wait for, and eon-
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tinue gladly to pray for, the full ush-
ering in of the new day.

Whét About Those Who ‘‘Sleep?’”

Let us remember, too—O blessed
fact!—that those who fall asleep in
death while waiting for that divine
Kingdom to come—either ignorantly
waiting or joyfully expecting and
praying for it—will not miss the
blessings of the new day any more
than those who live all the way
through the present transition, be-
cause all the sleeping ones are to be
awakened—*‘Marvel not at this, for
the hour is coming when all who are
in the graves shall hear His voice
and shall come forth.”’ ohn 5:28.

But while all will, in the new day
just at hand, have a full opportunity
of returning to God and of receiving
the blessings of everlasting life then
available; this boon will not beforced
upon anyone. Obedience to the laws
of the Messianic Kingdom will be re-
quired; and those who will not obey
shall be destroyed in what the Serip-
tures term the ‘‘second death.’’—
Acts 3:25; Rev, 20:18-15.

GOD’S LAW RESTORED

IF IT WERE possible to imagine
our earth, or any of the other plan-
ets in the boundless expanse of the
universe, disobeying the divine law
that governs the heavenly bodies, we
know that such ‘‘anarchy’’ would
result in the utter destruction of that
planet. The reason scientists are
able to foretell the exact second of
a solar eclipse years in advance is
because they know that the orbs of
space are all subject to certain, defi-
nite laws which can be depended up-
on to produce uniformly aceurate re-
sults.

Is it not reasonable to suppose,
then, that man, the highest of God’s
earthly ereatures, and the only one
which has a conscience more or less
attuned to the prineciples of right
and wrong, is also subject to divine
law?

It is even so, and it was man’s
disobedience to God’s law that plung-
ed him into a guagmire of sorrow,
suffering and death. And it will be
only through obedience to divine law
that mankind will be able to return
to God and to the blessings of life
and happiness that were forfeited
because of sin,

But let no one suppose that any
present attempt to obey God’s law,
aside from other considerations, will
result in the return of God’s favor.
No, God’s law was violated by the
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perfect Adam, who had both the
knowledge and the ability to do bet-
ter, which resulted in his being sen-
tenced to death. Adam’s posterity,
therefore, have been the children of
a condemned and dying man; so all
have been born imperfect and un-
der condemnation to death. Thus
man, in his enfeebled, dying state, 1s
unable to keep God’s law inviolate,
hence is hopelessly lost so far as pro-
viding salvation for himself is con-
cerned,

The Scriptures say that “God so
loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on Him might not perish,
but have everlasting life.”” From
this it is seen that in Jesus alone is
centered all hope of salvation. He
paid the penalty of death by His
own death on Calvary’s cross. It
was for this very purpose that Jesus
was ‘‘made flesh.”” It was a man
(Adam) who had sinned, and upon
whom the penalty of death had come;
and it therefore was necessary that
anothér man—sa perfeet and uncon-
demned man—become the Redeemer.
This Jesus did.

But while God, in His love, sent
Jesus to die for the race, thus pro-
viding a way of escape from death,
a mere mental assent to this vital
" truth will not bring salvation—either
now or later when the Kingdom is
established. And what does God re-
quire

God expressed His law to Israel in
what is known as the Ten Command-
ments. These constitute the basis
of most civilized laws today. Jesus
summed up these commandments in
two major requirements—supreme
love for the Creator, and an equal
love for our neighbor as we have for
ourselves.

This latter requirement is compre-
hended in what is commonly known
as the Golden Rule. These two ma-
jor commandments constitute the
foundation for all true righteousness,
and no one, either now or in the age
to come, can be in harmony with the
true God while ignoring this law or
refusing to be governed by it.

Selfishness, up till now, has always
been preeminently ‘‘in the saddle.”’
From the material and outward ap-
pearance selfishness has been profit-
able and necessary. 1t has too often
seemed true that those who did not
remain on the band wagon of self-
interest have been hopelessly left be-
hind in their pursuit of happiness.
¢‘Now we call the proud happy, yea,
they that work wickedness are even
delivered,”’ declares the prophet ot
the Lord.-—Mal, 3:15.

Love to Replace Selfishness.

During the past six thousand years
Satan has been the great taskmaster
of the human race, and he has gov-
erned by the evil principles of self-
ishness. With the establishment of
the new Kingdom the whole order of
things will be reversed. Then Jesus
will be the ruler, and love will be
taught and encouraged and rewarded
instead of selfishness.

Then will come the actual fulfil-
ment of that wonderful angelic pro-
phecy of ‘“peace on earth and good-
will toward men.’”” This change from
selfishness to love will not be sudden-
ly. The prophet suggests the grad-
ual method by which the world will
be instructed in the law of love when
he says that ‘‘when Thy judgments
are in the earth, the inhabitants of
the world will learn righteousness.’’
—Jsaiab 26:9.

The ‘‘judgment’’ work mentioned
by Isaiah will be coincident with the
dispensing of Kingdom blessing. But
it will be nothing like the traditional
““judgment day’’ which has been
used to frighten so many people into
joining a denominational church or-
ganization. So thorough will be the
Kingdom system of instruction in
righteousness that the prophet tells
us God’s law will be written even
in the hearts of the people—Jer.
31:31-34.

No one needs to wait, however, un-
til the Kingdom is actually estab-
lished in order to begin learning and
putting into practice the law of
God. What should hinder any of us,
even now, from making a sincere ef-
fort to aetually love our neighbor as
ourselves 2

And there are so many ways of
doing good to others—ways that are
within reach of all of us. It doesn’t
cost money to give a smile, a word
of cheer, or otherwise to share with
others the joy that should be in our
own hearts. To the extent that we
know of the love of God as it is re-
vealed in His Word we should be
glad to tell others about it. There is
no bhetter way to comfort distressed
hearts than to tell them the glad mes-
sage concerning the Messianie King-
dom so soon to be established.

Tt cannot be denied that there is
much severe trouble still ahead for
the world, because it will require
even greater sorrows than have yet
been experienced to actually humble
the hearts of the proud and cause
the people to look to God for help.
Even so, those who ‘‘seek righteous-
ness’’ and endeavor to be peacemalk-
ers among their fellowmen, will no
doubt fare much better than others
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during .the great ‘‘time of trouble.”’
—Zeph. 213,

But, thank God, Jesus gives us the
assurance that before ““all flesh’’ is
destroyed in this coming trouble,
‘““those days shall be shortened.”
Yes, there will be a miracle, not to
avert the eoming trouble that the
Harvard scientists see coming, but
to make an end of it when the peo-
ples of the earth have learned the
intended lessons therefrom.

And what will this miracle be?
O blessed, happy thought, it will he
the establishment of the Kingdom of
Christ! It will be the answer to
every Christian’s prayer, ¢ Thy King-
dom come.”” Tt is to the coming of
this miraele that we now point the
world 'in this, its hour of direst need.

What a glorious privilege then, is
now ours, of telling the whole world
these blessed tidings as we have and
can make opportunities! When we
note the fearfulness of our friends
and neighbors as they ‘‘look forward
to the things coming upon the
earth,”’ let us be quick to heed the
instructions of the Lord bidding us
to ‘“say to them of a fearful heart,
Be strong, fear not, behold your
God will come with vengeance, even
God with a recompence; He will
come and save you.’’—Isaiah 35:4.

(The foregoing article is a teprint
of the bhook.et, ‘‘God and Weason.’’)

ONLY WAITING

““Only waiting till the dawning

Is a little brighter grown, ,
Only waiting till the shadows

Of the world’s dark night are flown.
Till the shadows all shall vanish
In the blessed, blessed day;

For the morn at last is breaking
Through the twilight soft and gray.

““Ounly waiting till the presence
Of the Sun of Righteousness

Shall dispel the noxious vapors,
Ignorance, and prejudice;

Till the glory of the sunlight

Of the bright Millennial day
Scatters all the mists of darkness,
Lights the gloom with healing ray.

“““Waiting for the restitution

Promised in the holy Word,,

When our race, redeemed and risen,
Know and love their Savior, Lord.
When each man shall love his fellow;
Justice give to each and all;

Dwell in love, and dwell in dJesus,
Who redeemed them from the fall.”’



The Thrigtia

The Secret Place

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Alinighty.
I will say of the Lorp, He is my refuge and my

fortress: my God, in H¥m will I trust.”

—Psalms 91:1, 2.

s

? AVID, the sweet singer of Israel, well knew
g% the value of divine protect.ion, for he was a
68 A«J man who had many enemies. And while it
=== is true that many of his psalms are based
upon his own personal experiences, yet he was one of
those “holy prophets” of the Lord who wrote as
he was moved by the holy spirit, and who was used
to pen messages of guidance and comfort for the
antitypical David class—the Christ, Head and body—
with whom the Heavenly Father would specially deal
throughout the Gospel age. Viewed from this stand-
point, the words of our text clearly seem to he a
reference to the symbol of divine protection over the
church given us in the typical teachings of the taber-
nacle. A similar reference is made to this “secret
place” in Psalms 46:4, 5, where it is spoken of as
the “holy of the tabernacles of the Most High.”

In the 9th chapter of Hebrews, the apostle tells us
something of the typical significance of the Taber-
nacle. In verse 6 he says, “Now when these things
were thus ordained, the priests went always into
the first [compartnient of the] tabernacle, accom-
plishing the service of God.” In verse 24 we read:
“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us.” From these two passages we seem to have
clear, Scriptural authority for looking upon the Most
Holy of the tabernacle as representing the heavenly,
or glorified condition of the church, while the “holy,”
or first compartment of the tabernacle clearly seems
to picture the present consecrated condition of those
who have been made “partakers of the heavenly
calling.” Note, that the priests went into the holy to
“serve” the Lord.

David's reference to this “secret place” empha-
sizes particularly the fact that it is a place, or con-
dition, in which God cares for and protects His
people, This is in keeping with God’s methods of
dealing with all who “serve” Him in sincerity and in
truth. Those who serve God most faithfully are
the ones who may expect the greatest blessings from
Him. Those who wage most earnestly the ‘“good
fight of faith,” who, by their zeal, place themselves
in the forefront of the hattle, are the ones who will
realize most fully the loving watch~care and protec-
tion of their God. So it is that the “secret place,”
being the place of full consecration to the ILord,
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becomes also the place that is specially overshadowed
by the Almighty.

The apostle tells us that it was the priests who
entered into the tabernacle to perform the “service
of God;” and St. Peter assures us that we have been:
made “an holy priesthood,” to offer up sacrifices ac-
ceptable to God. (Heb., 9:6; 1 Pet. 2:5.) Instead,
howgever, of offering animals as did the typical
priests, we are urged to “‘present your bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is:
your reasonable service.” ( Rom. 12:1.) Thus, when
we think of the “secret place” as being the place of
consecration to God, we must think of that conse-
cration as meaning sacrifice and service that has been
made acceptable to God through the merit of the
antitypical High Priest’s blood. The thought is well
expressed by the words of that beautiful hymn:

““While joyfully in Thine employ, -
The thought shall fill my soul with jov,
That my imperfect work shall be,
Aceeptable through Christ to Thee.”’

The Cloud

God’s protection over His consecrated people is
beautifully foreshadowed by the pillar of cloud by
day and the pillar of fire by night that hovered over
the tabernacle at all times, except when Israel was on
the march, and then it went before this typical people
to guide them. God first introduced this method of
protecting and guiding His people soon after they
left the land of Egypt. (Ex. 13:21, 22; 40:38.)
God, by His mighty power, had delivered His people
from their bondage in Egypt, and now He desired to
give another demonstration of His power, and of His
ability to care for and protect those whom He was
using in connection with the outworking of His plans.
By the Lord’s instructions, Moses led the Israelites
by a course that brought them up at the edge of the
Red Sea, where it seemed impossible for them to
make any further progress. Just about this time the
Israclites became aware that they were being pur-
sued by the Egyptian hosts; and through lack of
faith complained to Moses, saying, ¢ Because there
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away
to die in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt
with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?’—Ex. 14:11_

So often it happens with spiritual Israelites. When
things go contrary to our expectations it is so easy
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to wonder whether or not the Lord is still leading
us. When everything goes well, materially and spir-
itually, we say, How good is the Lord! How won-
derfully He is leading and blessing us! But when He
leads us up to the Red Sea, so to speak, where fur-
ther progress seems impossible, when the way is dark,
and we seem to be hedged in on all sides, then it is
not easy to realize that God is caring for us. Yet He
is! And perhaps the experiences that seem so difficult
for us to understand may be the very ones through
which our loving Heavenly Father is working out
His greatest blessings for us. How often it proves
true, that

““The clouds ye so much dread,
Are big with merey, and shall break
In blessings on your head.”’

Yes, the Israclites scemed to forget the mighty
power of their God by which they had just been de-
livered from the clutches of Pharaoh, so now they
were ready to accuse Moses of being responsible for
their troubles. And often it is that way with us. All
too frequently we blame things and persons for our
trials, failing to remember that no matter what the
instrument used, God is the one who has permitted
these experiences to. come upon us in order that we
may learn to put our trust more fully in Him. It
matters not whether the agencies which the Lord uses
for the testing of our faith realize that they are thus
being used or not, the value of the experiences to us
will be largely to the extent that we can recognize
that it is the Lord who is behind them. It was true
that Moses was the visible agency used by the Lord
in leading the Israelites up to the Red Sea, but it was
God who was responsible for the precarious position
‘in which they found themselves; and He it was who
was able to deliver them, and He did deliver them.

The Salvation of the Lord

Moses himself did not lose faith under these trying
circumstances. Instead, he assured the Israelites that
there was no cause for alarm, that their nervousness
was uncalled for because Gad was still caring for
them. He said to them, “Fear ye not, stand still, and
see the salvation of the Lord, which He will shew to
you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-
day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your
peace.” (Ex. 14:13, 14.) Ah yes, how much we
need at all times to “stand still,” and to “hold our
peace.” This didn’t mean that the Israelites were to
assume a listless, don’t-care attitude; nor does it in
any sense imply that they were to enter into a state
of idleness. No, rather, the thought is that of be-
coming stable because of their assurance of God's
protection and deliverance, They were fearful, ner-
vaus, and doubtless greatly agitated, and Moses want-
ed them to “stand still” in the sense of settling down
upon a realization that God was still caring for them
that there was no need to fear, hut every cause for
them to be at peace.

So 1t should be with us. While at times the way be-
- fore us may seem closed, and all our hopes dashed to
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the ground; yet it is at these times specially that we
need to “stand still,” that is, to rest in the promises
of God, realizing that He is both able and willing
to do for us more than we can ask or think: Yes, it is
in our weakness that He is able the better to show
His strength; and He permits our Red-Sea experi-
ences for the express purpose of teaching us to lean
the more fully on Him. God wants us to see His sal-
vation. Were we always able to see clearly the way
before us the tendency would be for us to lose sight
of our need for Him and for His protecting care
and guidance. During recent years all the brethren
have been passing through experiences which have
been calculated to disturb their peace of mind, but
if our faith is able to grasp fully the great and prec-
ious fact of God’s care over His people, we will not
be unduly concerned about the outcome, knowing
that eventually God will reveal His way clearly to
all. Indeed, in many respects, He is already showing
His salvation, by turning His hands to His little
ones,

“Go Forward”

That Moses’ statement, “ Stand still and see the
salvation of God,” did not imply that the Israelites
were to come to a “standstill,” is shown by the con-
text in which the Lord says to Moses, “Wherefore
criest thou unto Me? speak unto the children of
Isracl, that they go forward.” (Ex. 14:15.) Ah yes,
the Israelites were to “go forward,” but how could
they while their hearts were filled with fear? The
spirit of disbelief and uncertainty, engendering fear,
is a most effective blockade to progress. It was so
in Moses’ time, and it is today. We nced to have
a firm faith in God and His plan, plus a clear vision
of His will for us, in order to “go forward” in the
narrow way of sacrifice and service. While doubts
arise and fears assail, there will be little ‘progress.
First we must set our seal that God is true, that He
is still with His people; that His truth is still our
shield and buckler ; that greater is He that is for us
than all they that be against us, and then, and only
then, are we in a position to make real progress.

“Wherefore criest thou unto Me?” the Lord asked
Moses, “speak unto the children of Israel, that they
go forward.” There are times to pray. Indeed, the
followers of the antitypical Moses should do much
praying; but there are times when our prayers
should be translated into action. It was so with the
Israclites in Moses’ day. Surely God had given them
sufficient evidence of His watch-care and protection,
and of His ability to deliver them from their enemies.
The Lord had clearly indicated to Moses the course
they were to take in leaving Egypt. There seemed
no reason for supposing that He had abandoned His
purpose to fully deliver them from Egyptian bond-
age; so it was not the time to discuss these matters
with the Lord, but the time to continue on in the way
He had so clearly indicated to be His will to “go
forward.”

And why should we not go forward today? Surely
the Lord, through His precious truth, has clearly re~
vealed His will to us. He has called us out of Bab-



1837

ylonish bondage, not to permit Satan to destroy us,
but in order that we may be a people set apart to His
glory, and who faithfully and intelligently may bear
‘witness to the glorious message of His coming King-
dom. Shall we doubt the power and wisdom and love
of the great God that has been revealed to us through
the Truth and suppose that He is not able to part
the waters of the Red Seas that may confront us if
we will but take His word and “go forward” in the
way that He so clearly has indicated to be His will
for us?

“The One Came Not Near the Other”’

After Moses bade the Israelites to “stand still and
see the salvation of the Lord,” a wonderful thing
happened. The cloud, called the “angel of the Lord,”

- that went before them, changed its position to the

rear. To the Egyptian hosts this was a cloud of
darkness, while to the Israelites, it was as a pillar of
light, with the result that the one came not near
the other all the night. (Ex. 14:19,20.) What a
marvelous deliverance! And how wonderful it is to
realize that in our own night-time experiences our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us! Satan, the
'mtltypmal Pharach, is still going about as a “roar-
ing lion, seeking whom he may devour,” but God is
protectmg His faithful people against all the wiles
of the devil, and will continue to do so as long as
their hearts remain loyal to Him. Thus does this
cloud seem to represent God’s special protecting care
in the greatest times of need. And when we realize
that this was God’s method of indicating His pro-
tection over the typical tabernacle, how wonderfully
significant are the words of our text, “He that dwell-
eth in the secret place of the most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty.”

Yes, God has given every necessary assurance of
His protection over those who dwell in the “secret
place.” There should be absolutely no doubt in our
minds concerning either His ability or His willingness
to guide and help those whom He has called with
His holy calling. The point we do need to consider
-—and consider carefully—is whether or not we are
dwelling in the “secret place.” If this secret place
is the condition of full consecration to the Lord, are
we daily making our consecration complete? And
let us remember that our consécration should be to
the Lord. Consecration to human leadership, either
of organizations or of individuals will not suffice.
Our consecration must be to the Lord, and to no one
rlse. Nor can it be a consecration that lasts merely
for a few vears, or until a given date, hut unto death.

The consecration service of the typical priests,
who served God in the typical “secret place,” shows
how complete our devotion to the Lord must be in
order to have access into the Holy, and to be assured
of the divine protection. The account of this con-
secration service is found in Leviticus 8. It will be
noted that the blood of the “ram of consecration”
was placed on the thumbs of the right hands, the
tips of the right ears, and the great toes of the right
feet of hoth Aaron and his sons. This indicates that
their consecration was intended to affect their hear-
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ing, their labors, and their walk,

And how clearly this pictures the all- mclusweness
of our consecration! If we are really devoted to the
Lord it means that our ears will be attuned to hear
what He would have us be and do. “Speak Lord,
for thy servant heareth,” must ever be the attitude
of the fully consecrated. Nor can we safely permit
the voice of the world or the flesh or the devil to
influence us contrary to the expressed will of God.
Right on this point, the sincerity of our consecra-
tion to the Lord is often severely tested. The com-
mands of the Lord usually direct us in the paths
that are rugged and difficult, while the way pointed
out by the world the flesh and the devil often seems
to be more pleasant. But our ears must be attuned
only to God’s voice through His word, and if we
have the hearing of faith, we will he able to exer-
cise the confidence which acknowldeges His way is
best, even though it may seem to be the most diffi-
cult.

Our hands, too, must be consecrated to the Lord.
Not only our literal hands but all our powers, as
symbolized by the blood being put upon the right
hands of the priests. The thought is well expressed
by the poet:

““Take my life and may it be,
Lord, acceptable to Thee;

Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.”’

Doing the Will of God

But how easy it is to devote time and strength to
other things than the doing of God’s will, We say,
sincerely no doubt, “Lord, here I bring to Thee
mine all,” yet we are so prone to hold back a part of
the “all.” If our “hearing” is not fully consecrated
to the Lord, we are quite liable to be unwittingly
turned aside from the course of sacrifice, to the
doing of things, which, while they may be good in
themselves, nevertheless, are not the will of God for
His people at the present time, If our lives are fully
consecrated to the Lord and are being directed by
the hearing of faith, we will want to use our strength
—our hands— only for those things that are in har-
mony with the divine plan for the present time.
There are millions of good people in the world who -
are devoting their lives to worthy objects, but the
only calling which should claim the attention of the
consecrated child of God is that which is outlined
in His Word and plan—that work which the Lord is .
now doing in making ready a people for His name,
who are to be joint-heirs with Christ in the future
Kingdom work of blessing

And such must see to it that their walk in life is
pleasing to God, as symbolized by the hlood being
put on the great toes of the priests, There is no other
way in which the Christian can walk and be fully
pleasing to God except in the narrow way of sacri-
fice. The Christian must walk as he is led by the
holy spirit, and the holy spirit always leads in the
footsteps of Jesus. Jesus, speaking under the inspira-
tion of the holy spirit, made it plain that those who
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would be truly His disciples must take up their cross
and follow Him. This means that they are to follow
Him into death. The mind of the flesh shrinks from
sacrifice, so it requires a continual struggle on the
part of the new mind to keep following on in the
narrow way as that way is outlined by the spirit
through the Word of God.

Yes, if our consecration is complete we will make
every effort to walk “in the paths of righteousness.”
(Psa. 23:3). With the hearing of faith, we will listen
for the voice from behind—the testimony of the spirit
through the precious Word—and by that voice we
will be guided. With His way clearly marked out
for us, we will refrain from detouring out of that
way, no matter how alluring the detours may appear
to be. We will realize that we have but the one main
mission in life, and that is to devote our time and
strength to the Lord, so we will gladly say to Him,

“Take my feet and let them be
Swift on errands, Lord, for Thee;
Take my voice and let it bring
Honor always to my King.”’

Within the Holy ’ B

The depth of full consecration as well as God’s
provision for His consecrated people, is further
shown by the furnishings within the holy, or typical
“secret place.” On the left hand side, as one entered,
there was the golden candlestick. Thus are we re-
minded that God gives light unto His people; that
He does not leave them to stumble on in darkness.
But we are also reminded at this point of the manner
in which God provides the light. It is not miraculous
in the sense of heing by direct inspiration—except
in the case of Jesus and the apostles—but it comes,
first, of course, through the Word as that Word is
ministered, or served by God’s faithiul people.

So the golden candlestick with its light, not only
reminds us that God does enlighten His consecrated
people, but also that the holy spirit which furnishes
the light flows through the Christ, Head and body,
as represented by that candlestick. Thus too, we are
reminded of the manner in which we are to use our
consecrated time and talents, that they are to be in the
service of the brethren, holding forth the Word of
life to enligthen and encourage them, and to show
them more clearly the way in which they are to walk.
Fach consecrated child of God has a responsibility
along this line. This is not an exclusive service that
has been committed merely into the hands of the
elders and teachers.

On the right hand side of the holy was the table
of shewbread. This represents the fact that God nour-
ishes His people with the necessary spiritual food in
order that they imay grow strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might. Here again we are reminded
of what is implied in our consecration. While we do
have the privilege of feasting on that precious food
which the Lord provides, it is not without obligation,
because we are expected to take part in the serving
of that food. As the candlestick represents the church
holding forth the light of the gospel, so the table on

our consecration.
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which the shewbread was placed represent the church
holding forth the bread of life. Yes, we are to build
one another up on our most holy faith. We cannot
expect to feed on the truth ourselves, and continue
to rejoice in it, unless we make an effort to serve it
to others. This is one of the ways in which we are to
lay down our lives for the brethren. If our consecra-
tion to the Lord is complete, our love for His people
will impel us to use every possible opportunity
and means in serving them with the bread of life.

Close up to the “second veil,” and at the far end
of the holy from the “door,” was located the golden
altar. It was at this altar that the priest burned in-
cense, the sweet odors of which penetrated beyond
the veil into the most holy. The consecrated con-
dition of the Christian, pictured in the Holy, would
not be complete unless he goes forward and offers
his all in absolute devotion to God, as symbolized by
the incense being offered upon this golden altar,
Thus we are reminded that the purpose of the light
of the candlestick, and the food on the table of shew-
bread, is in order that we might be able to go forward
to the golden altar of sacrifice.

Using the Light

How little indeed would the truth of God avail
us either as light or as food, unless by it we are stim~
ulated to lay down our lives in harmony with the
terms of our consecration. This ig one of the most
difficult points to keep in mind in connection with
God wants us to rejoice in the
truth, to study it, individually and in classes. He
wants us to be filled with the spirit of the truth so
that it is the all-important thing in our lives; but
He a1so wants us to be witnesses for that truth, to
let its light shine out to others; vea, He wants our
lives to be consumed by this spirit of giving., It is
thus that our sacrifice will be a sweet smelling savor
to Him. It was thus that Jesus laid down His life,
and we are to follow in His steps, to do as He did.
If we keep our light inder.a bushel, and use the truth
merely to feed on ourselves, there is little likelihood
that we will have much opportunity of suffering
with Christ,

This doesn’t mean that consecration is merely a
frenzy of great works. No, no! DBut it does mean
that no consecration is complete without works,
God's fully consecrated people are a people who arc
“zealous of good works.” But there are no “good”
works except those which are in harmony with God
and a part of His holy purpose. To make sure that
our works are acceptable to Him, we must be guided
by the light of the golden candlestick, and be nour-
ished by the shewbread. But if, when thus enlight-
ened and nourished, we fail to go forward in sac-
rificial devotion to God, our consecration shall fall
short of its intended goal. The spirit of this full
devotion to God, the incense sweet to him, is well
described in the further words of the hymn,

““Take my lips and let them be
Moved with messages from Thee;
Take myv silver and my gold;
Nothing, Lord, would I withhold.
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Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in constant praise;
Take my intellect and use

Every power as thou shalt choose.

November

Take my will and make it Thine;
It shall be no longer mine;

Take my heart, it is Thine own;
Thus in me Thyself enthrone.

Take my love, my God; I pour
At Thy feet its treasure-store;
Take myself—I wish to bhe
Ever, only, all for Thee.”’

Grace Abounding

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward
vou, that ye, alweys having all sufficiency in all
things, may abound .to every good work”—

2 Corinthians 9:8, —

% ok ok

MHERE is so much meaning to the words in
this text that it might be said to contain spir-
itual meat in concentrated form. It is a coms

%= prehensive and all-embracing text. It comes
in the midst of an apostolic exhortation to, and a
commendation of, the Corinthian brethren because
of their liberality in contributing toward the tempor-
al needs of their less fortunate brethren elsewhere, In
the last verse of the chapter St. Paul says, “Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” It would
seem that the previous and expected liberality of the
Corinthian saints had reminded him of how miuch
God has dorie for us and that, in providing the means
for supplying the material needs of their brethren
and thus being their benefactors, they were mani-
festing an important characteristic of Godlikeness;
so he takes the occasion, in the words of our text,
to remind the brethren at Corinth, and us, that God
is able to “make ol grace” abound toward us.

The apostle does not mean that God will always
give His sacrificing saints an abundance. of temporal
good things, because frequently this would result in
their spiritual impoverishment ; but he does mean that
our’ Heavenly Father is able, and also willing, to
make Iis favor -abound toward us in all ways that
will De for our highest spiritual welfare, Paul,
himself, had learned how to “abound” in temporal
blessings, and he had learned also how to “suffer
need:” but through all these experiences he also
had learned that the grace of God had never failed
him. The love of God seems to have gripped the
apostle to such an extent that he seemed unable to
find suitable words to adequately express his under-
standing and appreciation of God’s grace which ap-
peared to him to be boundless, inexhaustible.

In the words of this text, three great truths are
expressed pertaining to our precious relationship to
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If from the bottom of our hearts we can sincerely
say, Amen, to these sentiments, and the Lord is still
causing the light of His countenance to shine upon
us through His truth, then we may rest assured that
we are still dwelling in the “secret place,” and that
His divine protection is over us. This will not mean
freedom; from physical suffering and earthly dis-
appointments, but it does mean that all things will
continue to work together for our good as new
creatures, because we love Him, and because we have
been called according to His purpose. Yes, it means
that as God protected Israel by the cloud, so we may
dwell under the shadow of the Almighty.

The following article is an adaptation of an address
given at the London, England, Convention, in August,
by Brother B, W, Wenborn, .Since then our Brother
‘Wenborn has passed beyond the wveil to his reward,
God’s grace having abounded toward him unto the fall
consummation of his hopes to be with the Lord, and
to share with Him the Kingdom work of dispensing

divine grace to all the families of the earth.
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God: (1) there is the nflow of divine blessings;
(2) the possession of these blessings; and (3) the
outfloww of blessings for the benefit of others. This
operation of divine grace is well illustrated by a
fountain. Usually, there is a pipe coming up through
the centre of the statue, through which the water
flows, emptying itself into a basin which is under-
neath. When the basin is full, the water trickles
over the edges into the pond or lake beneath, Here
we have a picture of the grace of God overflowing
to us, remaining in us, and outflowing to others.

The Inflow

First, their must be the inflow of divine favor,
and in connection with this the apostle suggests
three thoughts: (a) the power of God—God is able;
(b) the provision of God—divine grace; and (c¢)
the prodigality of God—Te makes all grace abound.

The power of God—God is able! What thoughts
it induces concerning the greatness of Jehovah God!
The human mind is so limited that we have but a
poor conception of .such a glorious Being: “From
everlasting: to everlasting”-—the self-existing One.
Consider Him as the Creator, and the vastness
of His creation. Astronomers often call our attention
to the immensity of some of the stars. We are as-
tounded at the figures they give us. What a wonder-
ful mind is revealed in the planning of such mighty
worlds as these. Indeed, as the prophet declares, it
is only the fool that saith in his heart, “There is no
God.”—DPsa. 14:1; 53:1.

David’s mind was much impressed with the great-
ness of God when he wrote the 8th Psalm. Note the
language: “When 1 consider Thy heavens, the work
of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou
hast ordained.” The Prophet Isaiah (ch. 40) also-

speaks eloquently of God’s greatness, saying, “Who
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hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,
and meted out heaven with the span.”  What
measureless resources of power and wisdom must
reside in God who planned all these wonders. We
are only now beginning to learn something of God’s
greatness as revealed in His creative works, and what
glory is reflected in the little we are able to under-
stand. But we appreciate God’s greatness more as we
come to understand His character as revealed in His
wonderful plan of salvation.

Through the plan of salvation we see ourselves as
living examples of the power and love of God. We
were all servants of sin, but now, through His
love and power we have been rescued. His strong
arm is ever being exercised on behalf of His children,
and the conviction of the all-conquering ability of
God should be very real to each one of us. One of
the great sins of natural Israel was doubt— the sin of
questioning God’s ability, Their attitude of doubt
caused them to question God’s ability to furnish
them, while in the wilderness, with the necessities
of life. Is God able? seemed to he the attitude of
that unbelieving people, and thus they prevented the
inflow of blessings from the Holy One of Israel.

Both Able and Willing

The question which often stood out in the attitude
of God’s typical people was, Can God? But the
promises of God, ratified by the "death and resur-
rection of Jesus supply the answer—God can! Yes:
“God is able of these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham:” “God is able to make ‘you’ stand” “com-
plete in Him;” “He [God] is able also to save them
unto the uttermost:” “He is able to succor them that
are tempted;’ “Now unto Him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly;” etc.—Matt. 3:9; Rom. 14 :4;
Col. 2:10; Heb. 7:25; 2:18; Eph. 3:20. ,

The power and ability of God is something upon
which we can depend. Do we feel faint? Are we
‘weary ? Then let us remember that God, the Almighty
One, “giveth power to the faint; and to them that
have no might, He increaseth strength ...they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.”
(Isa. 40:29, 31.) Are we fearful? It is this strong
One who says to us, “Fear thou not; for I am with
thee ...I will uphold thee.”” (Isa. 41:10.) In the
operation of His grace it is not our weakness that
counts, but His strength. Yes, God is able. God can
give the grace that He has so abundantly promised.

God makes His grace to abound, and this abound-
ing grace—comprehending all His blessings to us,
both temporal and spiritual—is His loving provision
for His people. Being sinners by nature, we have
lone nothing fo merit such loving graciousness.
God has bestowed such grace upon us that we were
led step by step to Jesus, “the Way, the Truth, and
the Life”” (John 14:6.) We learned how we could
get life through faith in Him. Through consecration
and spirit begettal, we were translated out of the king-
dom of darkness into the Kingdom of God’s dear
Son. We learned too, that through Love’s great
sacrifice we could become reconciled to the Heavenly

- His will might be done in us.
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Father and become His children. This was indeed
wonderful, but it was not all. He continued to give
grace upon grace. He told us a secret—still a secret
to millions—He called us aside; as it were, and told
us of His loving purpose concerning the church; how
He intends through her, as the promised “Seed,”
to bless all mankind, And—Oh, what marvellous
grace ——He told us that we could have a part in that
seed of which Christ is the Head, if we would but
enter the training school, and learn well the lessons
there intendea for us.

Yes, He has revealed to us the very riches of His
grace in that Ide has opened up to us the privileges
of this “high calling.” (Phil. 3:14.) Constrained
by such love we entered His service, desiring that
So it is that He en-
lightened us. He accepted us, He gave us His holy
spirit and has begotten us to a new nature. We
were given an insight into the mysteries of divine
love which are hidden in His wonderful Word. Oh
the depth of the riches of His grace toward us! Life
under any favorable circumstances is a great boon,
but He has promised us life on the highest plane of
all, the divine, there to be heirs of God and joint-
heirs of Christ. Surely, we are not worthy of such
favors. Yes, it is all by grace, God’s grace, ever
flowing from Him to us—“Grace, ‘tis a charming
sound.” .

God Abundantly Supplies

The expression, “to make all grace abound” is one
of the high notes of this epistle. God does not dole
out His blessings in a niggardly fashion—He is not
sparing. The fountain flows copiously, generously,
lavishly-——always abounding—not a mere trickle,
but a veritable torrent. As His power is great, so is
His grace {full and free and generous: “For as the
heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy
toward them that fear Him. As far as the East
is from the West, so. far hath He removed our trans-
gressions from us” (Psalms 103:11, 12.) Is not
that like our great God? “The earth is full of Thy
riches, ... These wait all upon Thee; that Thou
mavest give them their meat in due season. ... Thou
openest Thine hand, they are filled with good.”
(Psa. 104:24-28.) No, there is nothing mean or
miserly about God: “Prove Me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open unto you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing that
there shall not be room enough to receive it.” (Mal.
3:10.) Yes, how our cup of blessing overflows if we
conform our lives to His will! How sumptuously we
feed at the table of His supplying!

Possession

What do we receive from the Lord? Merely a
sufficiency ? Not only are we supplied enough or as
much as we need, but God also provides abundantly
of His grace, which means more than merely that
which is enough. And why does He give us more
than enough? Because He wants us to have some-
thing to pass on to others without impoverishing
ourselves. There is no waste in the economy of God’s
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grace. We can make no personal use of that which is
more than enough. All beyond sufficiency is designed
for others. But if others are to be enriched from us
it must be from the overflow and not from that which
God intends for ourselves. But if our hearts are in
the right attitude before God—there is sute to be a
copious overflow of Hijs grace to us, and through us
to others. Let us make the proper use of divine
" grace so that we will not be among those who will
say, “They made me keeper of the vineyards; but
but mine own vineyard have I not kept.”—Song of
Solomon 1:6.
We are like a vessel filled to the brim, and that
which overflows is the grace which is designed for
. others, and which is above our needs; but if we fail
to make proper ‘use of the overflow we will soon
find ourselves lacking even in the grace which we
‘need for ourselves—“there is that withholdeth more
than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.”—Prov, 11:24.
What is your particular need? God will supply it.
The range is as wide as the love and purpose of God
—all-sufficient for all needs: “I can do all things
through Christ”; “all things are possible to him that
believeth.,” (Phil. 4:13; Mark 9:23.) Our lack of
faith is so often a hindrance to the inflow of divine
grace; indeed, it is often the only hindrance, Godis
willing, but through lack of faith we may f{ail to
receive that which He would bestow. He has prom-
ised all things for our needs as new creatures in
Christ Jesus, so let us rely fully upon those promises
and realize those needs actually supplied. By faith
let us translate ‘His promises into the realities of
divine grace inflowing to us, and overflowing for the
blessings of others.

" Esau Had Enough; Jacob Had All

Jacob, returning home after about 30 years ab-
sence (Gen. 31:41), was much concerned and afraid
when he heard that Esau was coming to meet Him,
so he sent Esau a present of cattle, etc., in advance.
He also sent his womenfolk and children to meet
him. Esau, however, received Jacob kindly, and
“fell on his neck, and kissed him. ... And he said,
What meanest thou by all this drove which I met?
And he said, I have enough, my brother; keep that
thou hast unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray
thee. if now I have found grace in thy sight, then
receive my present at my hand. ... Take, I pray thee,
my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath
dealt graciously with me, and because I have
enough.”—Gen, 33:4~11.

According to the King James translation, both of
these men said “I have enough.” There are, however,
two different Hebrew words used in this account
for the word “enough.” Esau meant that he had a
goodly store of the earthly things, and was there-
fore happy. But Jacob’s mind was evidently on some-
thing better than cattle, for he said, according to
the Hebrew. “I have all things.” Jacob’s was a
mind of faith, hence he was thinking of the great
promise which was his—the promise made to Abra-
ham, and to his father Isaac. This covenant promise

- transcended everything in Jacob's estimation.
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that promise and its concomitant blessings he was
rich indeed, and could truly say, “I have all things.”
Should it not be so with us, also? What matters it
how much or how little of earthly goods we possess
so long as we can claim the exceeding great and prec-
ious promises, by which we are assured of a heavenly
inheritance, and joint-heirship with Christ in His
future Kingdom of blessing.

To the church God says, “All things are yours.”
(I Cor. 3:21, 22.) That's why it is said that we can
be “filled with all the fulness of God.” (Eph. 3.19.)
Is it too good to be true? And note, it is “Always
having all sufficiency in all things,” not only “some-
times.” From the moment of consecration and be-
gettal as new creatures in Christ Jesus, the power
of God is éver exercised on our behalf. The grace
of God endows us with everything necessary to en-
able us to have His will worked out in our daily
lives, everything which will help to produce in us
a copylikeness of Jesus in faithfulness to the cov-
enant of sacrifice which we have made with God.

“He Careth for You'’’ .

Yet we often act as if we had forgotten that the
Heavenly Father has such a keen interest in us—
an interest which never fails. But while we may for-
get, yet, He never forgets “Behold I have graven
thee on the palms of My hands.” (Isa. 49:16.) Yes,
our Heavenly Father holds each one of us in His
hand, and no one can pluck us out of His power and
watch-care except our own selves. What a confidence
this should give us. Fromy the very moment we as=
sociate ourselves with His dear Son the Heavenly
Father’s arms are round about us, and He never
leaves us. From the time when He began the work
of sanctification in us, He has been, and will continue
to be, in the background, as it were, shaping every
circumstance of our lives, arranging His providences
on our behalf so that they will work for our highest
welfare as new creatures,

Business people enter into business with the
thought of making a success of it. Even so, our
Hravenly Father enters into relationship with us to
the end that we may pass through our probationary
period successfully. He wants us to be overcomers,
but we must do our-part —we must cooperate with
Him. Our Heavenly Father’s business has no place
for sleeping partners., We are to be workers together
with Him, acknowledging His wisdom to control
and overrule in all our affairs. Obeying His instruc~
tions, we may confidently expect to share in the suc-
cess which will attend His plans, But if we do not
cooperate with Him, we cannot continue in the part-
nership, and shall be discharged as unprofitable ser-
vants. There can be no doubt that our Heavenly
Father will do everything in His power to avert
such a disastrous outcome, hut it remains with us to
make use of every means of grace so bountifully and
freely suplied to us.

Of our grace-supplying God it is truly written that
He is “from everlasting to everlasting,” and that,
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like Jesus, He is “the same yesterday, today, and
forever.” (Psa. 90: 2;Heb. 13:8.) What confidence
this assurance of permanency should give us. He is
the eternal source of all sufficiency. His grace en-
ables us to cultivate the patience to endure, thus
making obedience easy and suffering light. It is
this fact of the riches of God’'s great storehouse of
grace that enables us to meet all the emergencies and
overcome all difficulties which otherwise might turn
us aside from our course—the narrow way. Yes,
God is the source of all grace, and especially is He
a ‘“very present help in trouble.”—Psalms 46:1.

He is the God of the future, the God of hope on
which we may rely. Our past and present supplies
of ahounding grace from His storehouse give seren-
ity and security for the future. Surely from such an
infinite source there must be an infinite supply to
meet every need, to compensate for every sorrow
of the individual Christian, to cope with every sit-
uation in which the members of His church may be
placed. And let us remember this when passing
through the barren places of our Christian exper-
tence; as, for example, those apparently fruitless
occasions when we have siezed an apportunity to
tell the glad tidings of the Kingdom and there has
been no response. Then again, we may wonder how
we shall meet this question or that question, and what
shall we say when we are opposed. Let us remember
that God never sends His messengers upon FHis
errands without informing them and instructing them
what to say. Yes, God’s grace takes care of these
situations also; perhaps not always to our liking, but
in any event to His glory.

Crosses are Blessings in Disguise

Many times ‘in our lives we are brought face to
face with questions which must be settled—difficult
problems to be solved. Decisions based upon human
wisdom would infrequently lead to disaster; but new
creatures in Christ Jesus are assured that if they en-
deavor to meet these problems as God would have
them met, and not to please themselves, divine grace
will direct the issues so that “all things will work to=
gether for good” to them, because they “love God,”
and because they have been “called according to His
purpose.”  Yes, divine grace will always take us
through froudle, but it will not always deliver us
from trouble. It is no sign that God has forsaken
us, if storms continue to assail and endeavor to over-
whelm us nor is it a sign of greater spirituality to be
free of trials. Frequently, it is the proud and wicked
who call themselves happy in this time of testing
and trial of the true church of God. But, God has
promised, “My grace is sufficient for thee.”

Though we may not always be spared from trouble,
nor delivered from our trials, some good may always
come out of them. St. Paul was shipwrecked, and
as a result the island of Melita got the gospel. Laz-
arus died, but Mary and Martha had a marvelous
exhibition of the resurrection. “They that go down
to the sea in ships, -...these see the works of the
Lord, and His wonders in the deep.” (Psa. 107:23,

The Dawn

24.) It is often in the deep waters of affliction that
the mighty works of God are made manifest. “The
children of Israel .. . looked ... and behold the
glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.” (Exod. 16:
10.) Yes, it is often in a cloud of great trouble that
God’s glory is most distinctly seen.

The QCutflow

“That ye ...may abound to every good work.”
The fullness or overflowing of God resides in Christ.
He is the channel through which God’s grace comes
to us, and “of His fulness have all we received.”
(John 1:16.) Yes, we have the overflow, and what
shall we do with it? Tt is this that we should pass
on to others, knowing that God has abounded toward
us. We get no blessing simply from mere selfish
enrichment. The only way to be able to appreciate
a blessing is to give it away. “It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35.) If we hesitate
to pass it on we shall lose it—“whosoever will save
his life shall lose it.”—Matt. 16:25.

We should not keep ourselves shut up continually,
month after month, with the Word of God, when
there are hungry ones waiting for the bread of life
which we can give because we have learned the secret
of the comfort-giving God. If we hide ourselves
away to enjoy God’s blessings for ourselves alone,
our souls will become unfruitful in the work of the
Lord. The highest life, the one really dwelling on
the mountain top, is the one that cannot be hid. It
is a life which has sympathy for the cares and sor-
rows of others. We cannot grow spiritually unless

‘we.are helping some one else to grow. This is true

of individuals, and is true also of ecclesias. Every
ecclesia should recognize that as they have been
blessect of the Lord, they should encdeavor to pass
this blessing on to others. ’

Are we providing portions of spiritual food for
those who desire and require this form of nourish-
ment. Or, are we so eager to “discuss” the truth,
and to “study” the truth, that we have no time to
practice the principles of the truth. Our attention
is often drawn to the nced of isolated and lonely
brethren, and there are many such. We may say to
ourselves that God will provide for them, which,
of course, is quite true. But it may be that He wishes
to provide for their needs through us, and if we are
neglecting our privileges in this respect, we are mak-
ing Him turn to others who will be more willing
helpers, because we have become unprofitable ser-
vants—sleeping partners, as it were.

We cannot retain our blessings unless we endeavor
to pass theny on to others of the household of faith.
The truth will not properly benefit us unless we share
it with somebody else. But if we dispense to. others
what- we have received, its value to us will be the
more deeply impressed and we will make the bless-
ing doubly ours. Many years Abraham waited for
his son, Isaac. He had the promise of God that He
would have a son; and how he did love Isaac when -
he was granted him. But this joy must have been
doubled when Abraham received Isaac back. from
God after he had given him up as a sacrifice. He
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then possessed him in a way he could never have
done before; and thereby the blessing of God was in-
creased to him by virtue of his greater appreciation.
It was then that God confirmed the covenant with
His oath— By Myself have I sworn.”-—Gen. 22:16
18,

What is lent or given to the Lord is always re-
turned many fold. Peter lent his boat to Jesus, and
it was returned to him full of fish. “No man that
hath left house ...for My sake, and the gospel’s,
but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time”
—the interim dividend—"“and in the world to come
eternal life.” (Mark 10:29, 30.) If we would have
the increase we must sow accordingly. The principle
underlying our abounding is found in the abounding
of God toward us. Peter said, “As every man hath
received the gift, even so minister the same one to
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God.—1 Pet. 4:10. ;

How cau we minister to those around us? In God's
way! In the way the Master did it—He went about
doing good. Men under the condemnation of sin are
utterly unable to free themselves. All man-made
schenies for the salvation of the world will be proved
to be valueless. God’s Kingdom is the only panacea
for human woes, and we must proclaim this fact. By
thus bearing witness to the Lord and the work He
came to do, it may inspire hope where no hope now
exists. We should proclaim the coming freedom
from sin and Satan.

The Means For Our Abounding

God provides the means for our abounding. We
can give because we have received. We must continue
to receive in order to continue to’ give to others;
and to thus receive we must be in constant com-
munication with the source of our supplies of grace
and truth. For the basin of water to remain full to
overflowing there must be a continual supply; and
ours 7s a continual supply if we continue to apply for
it. “Our fellowship is with the Father, and with the
Son, Jesus Christ.” (I John 1:3.) The telephone
provides an illustration—it is futile to expect to re=
ceive a message unless we are properly connected.
We must also hold the line of communication. Just
s0, we must be in living contact with the source and
the fountain of divine supply. Branches in the vine
can receive the sap only as they remain a part of the
plant. Tven the weikest member of the Body of
Christ can do great things if he will but exercise the
faith and confidence in God’s willingness and ability
to supply his every need, no matter what it may be.

How much should we abound? What is the meas-
ure? As God has abounded to us, so we must abound
to others; and He gave of His best in the person of
His beloved Son. It cost Him a very great deal. Did
it cost Jesus anything to pass on the knowledge of
the Heavenly Father’s love, to man? Yes, indeed!
He had many bitter experiences, much suffering,
and finally it cost Him life itself. Should we not fol-
low Hiis example? We should give of our best in the
interests of others—abounding to others as He has
ahounded to us. And let us also remember that every
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act of love shown to the brethren of Jesus, is counted
as done to the Master Himself. We should break
our alabaster boxes and scatter the contents as tokens
of loving service. The women who came to Jesus’
tomb were too late with their spices, but Mary with
her precious ointment was not. Why did Mary
break her box? Evidently it was in this full gesture
of devotion, at once to show her love that she gave
all of its fragrance to her Master. What generous
love that was.  Love is the end of the command-
ment—the fulfilling of the law. Love one another—
How much? “As I have loved you.” Those who do
these things will never fail of that abundant entrance
into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. They who hear the gracious invitation
to come up higher are those who have already re-
ceived an hundredfold in this life—all sufficiency for
all things—and in the world to come, they will re-
ceive eternal life in its fullest, grandest sense—glory,
honor, immortality—the divine nature.

“HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE”

The Avostle Paul wrote to. the Philippian Church
that if they did all things withont disputing, and con-
tinued to hold forth the Word of life as a witness
among a perverse generation, he would consider that
he himself had not labored in vain inasmuch as there
would then be one group of Christians nurtured by him
that had lived up to their privileges. (Phil. 2:14-18.)
Are we living up to our privileges in this respect to-
day? Are we continuing to sacrifice time, strength
and means, as ‘‘witnesses for Jesus, and for the Word
of God’’? Surely we are all desirous of doine this in
every way we can; and we wanf all to remember that
the brethren of The Dawn stand ready to cooverate
in all efforts along this line.

Many are finding the vest-pocket size booklets very
convenient and very effective for witness work. The
seventh edition of ‘“God and Reason’’ has just come
off the press, and we are in a position to fill orders
for this timely booklet in 'any quantity desired. As
most of our readers know, this little booklet gives a
brief outline of the divine plan of the ages, showing
how that plan furnishes a solution for present world
problems. It is calcullated to whet the appetite for
a more exhaustive study of the truth in ““The Divine
Plan of the Ages.”” Already many have come into
the truth as a result of having first read ‘“God and
Reason.”’

Furnished in any quant'ty at five cents each, post-
paid.

Also ““The Day of Jehovah,”’—a reprint from Vol-
ume One—five cents a copy; and ‘‘What Is Man’'’'—
reprint from Volume Five—five cents a copy. These
booklets are also vest pocket size, and very convenient
for mailing to friends, or for distribution in other
ways. -

The Dawn, 136 Fulton Street,
Brooklyn, N. Y.
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Be Thankful

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into
His courts with praise; be thankjul uwnto Him, and
bless His name.’—DPsalms 100: 4.

2~ t1E first thing for which we have to be thank-
ful is God, the Creator, and our knowledge of
Him, then we should be thankful for, the
life that has been granted to us by the Cre-
ator. Without life, we should have no sensation, no
volition, no power of thought, no appreciation of the
wonderful world in which we live. Our eyes could
not see the daisy-spangled meadows, the green in
grass and trees, the foam-flecked skies on a summer’s
day, the flowers in our garden, or the bright, cheery
birds that come to visit us in the springtime. With-
out life, we could not hear the deep bass voice of
the ocean, the wild cry of the sea-gull, the song of
the wood-thrush, the joyous calls of the stream that
glides through the fields and the woodlands and in-
vites us to leave our cares behind and spend some
sweet hours in its rejuvenating company. , Without
life we should know nothing about the world, noth-
ing about the hereafter, nothing about Jesus, noth-
ing about God, Life, O Life, what a wonderful
thing thou art! :

But man has a far greater and richer life than
that of the lower animals; for he has life contained in
a human body, of finer construction than that of any
other body on this earth. The hody of man is sup-
ported by a framework of two hundred and six
bones, supported by a muscular system, which in
“turn is sustained by a system of blood and lymph
circulation and by a network of nerve cells that con-
nect all parts of the body in one splendid unity. Thus
constructed, man can stand erect and easily maintain
his balance. He can bend down and pluck the flow-
ers of the field. In acrobatic performances he can
achieve feats which manifest amazing muscularity
and powers of mobility. He can run very fast. With-
out the use of firearms he has been known to suc-
cessfully combat the most savage denizens of the
jungle.” He has eyes that are more keen in their
seeing properties than those of the panther and the
lynx, eyes capable of distinguishing between all the
various tints of the color screen, eyes that bring
‘sensations of pleasure from the over-spreading can-
opy of the heavens, the petals of the tulip, the gauzy
wings of the butterfly, and the infinite variety of
interesting things about us.

‘Continually in our waking hours our eyes are col-
lecting information from the outside world. 'The
sensations derived by our eyes are transmitted to
the brain and are there converted into perceptions
and these into thoughts, whence come voluntary ac-
tivities. Through the use of his intelligence man is
harnessing the mighty, natural forces around him
and thus securing slaves more potent than those that
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Unto Him

Our many causes for thankfulness. Wrong

state of heart indicated by an unthankful

spirit. David’s Thanksgiving. Paul’s exhor-

tation to thankfulness. Jesus, our great Ex-
amplar, was thankful.

did the will of Aladdin of magical fame. Man's
brain has spanned the broad rivers, circumnavigated
the globe, found the North and South Poles, applied
steam and electricity to human requirements, brought
the world’s concerts, music, lectures, etc., into his
very home. And the end is not yet, for behind all
this is divine power preparing the world for the won-
ders of a new age, the glory of which shall outshine
all that man beholds today.

Causes for Thankfulness

Then we should be thankful for the glory of the
natural earth, with its carpet of green sward in the
summer and its blanket of white snows in the winter
—the great, far-reaching earth, with its mountains,
trees and birds; earth, the mighty heritage of man,
hills and vales, its rivers, lakes and seas, its fiowers,

There are times when, in the contemplation of na-
ture, man feels his smallness. We stand beside the
sea and realize a sense of littleness. We stand in
awe to gaze upon the mountains which bespeak the
sublimity of the Creator’s handiwork. How their
majestic summits speak to us of the lofty attain-
ments of life. In their presence we want to be big-
ger, braver, stronger to do and to dare, calmer
and sweeter in the temper of our minds, purer in our
meditations, and in the thought edifices which we
are continually erecting. O ye mountains, symbols
of the heights of faith, and of a kingdom that shall
yet tower high toward God, we like to be near you,
and we thank God for making you as you are.

But higher than the natural things are the blessings
derived from God. The first of these that we think
of is the Bible, with all its rich, inexhaustible trea-
sures. We have the whole sixty-six books, and we
can read and study them at our convenience. It is
not so very long ago since the Bible was banned.
Those who had even portions of it in their posses-
sions were liable to fine imprisonment or death. What
a gigantic struggle was that which obtained for us
an open Bible. How the Reformers contended for
the privilege of interpreting the Bible for themselves,
some of them going into the flames for the things
that they believed and loved. That mighty fight
was fought and won. Now the Word of God lies on
our bookshelves and we can enjoy it to our hearts’
content. We can hold up its great precepts and de-
rive hope from its glowing prophecies, and find peace
of mind in its assurances that God knows what He
is doing in every detail and that His great program
of the ages is nearing its consummation in the giving
of life to all the willing and obedient of mankind.

“When we take up the Bible we enter in spirit
a temple built, not of stone and marble, but with hu-
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man words. Of that temple the Old Testament is the
nave, with its side aisles of psalm and prophecy;
and the Gospels are the choir—the last Gospel per-
haps, the very sanctuary; while around and behind
are the apostolic epistles and the Apocalypse, each
a gem of Dbeauty, each supplying an indispensable
feature to the majestic whole. With what joy should
we daily enter that temple! With what profound
veverence should we cross its threshold! With what
care should we mark and note—where nothing is
meaningless—each feature, each ornament that dec-
orates wall or pillar or window or roof! How high
should be our expectations of the blessings that may
be secured within it! How open, and vet how sub-
missive should be our hearts to the voices——they are
not of this world—that might touch and change and
purify them !”~-Canon Lidden.

“Precious Bible”’—When Understood

But the Bible would be of no real value to us if
we did not understand it. The many creeds formed
by men are not based on the Bible at all but largely
on credulity. Those nominal church creeds were
formulated for the purpose of capturing the minds
of people through fear, and thus the great systems
of Churchianity were established. If the people were
to study the Bible for themselves, learning to think
mndependently, the knowledge thus derived would
deliver them from sectarian bondage and bring them
into greater liberty of thought. The Bible, indeed,
tells a simple story, a story of the deflection of the
human heart from the ways of God, a story of human
struggle, of man’s desire for something better than
the present world has to afford, of God’s promise
to come to man’s assistance in due time, of the sac-
rificial offering of Jesus on hehalf of the world, of
the resurrection of hoth the just and the unjust, and
of a state of society where love shall reign supreme
once more, and God is known to be a God of wis-
dom, justice, power and love,

Yet the Bible is written in such a way that it con-
tains things that we did not understand and that puz-
zled us. But because we honestly and sincerely de-
sired to understand, the Lord came to our assistance
and sent us the Harvest truth that has made every
part of His Word so clear. Speaking of those who
thus received the truth, the Psalmist said, “They
wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they
found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their
soul fainted in them. Then they cried unto the Lord
m their trouble. and He delivered them out of their
distresses. And He led them forth by the right way,
that they might go to a city of hahitation. Oh that
[such] men would praise the Lord for His goodness,
and for His wonderful works to the children of men,
For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the
hungry soul with goodness.”—Psa. 107 :4-9,

To have the truth is, indeed, a great cause for
gratitude on our part. People who do not know the
truth just drift along without knowing the meaning
of life. Truth is a protection against doubt, dis-
couragement, despair, and many other things. The
knights of old went forth to battle with sword and
lance, clad in plated armor; but the knight of truth
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has the helmet of salvation, the shield of faith, the
sword of the Spirit, with truth ‘itself acting as the
girdle, and he can say with the Psalmist: “God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble ; therefore will we not fear.”—Psa. 46:1.

The Feast of Tabernacles

Our season of thanksgiving, therefore, properly
began when the truth came to us. It may be said
to have been typified by the Jewish Feast of Taber-
nacles. Eldersheim thus describes this feast: “In
Jerusalem booths were erected everywhere, in court
and on housetop, in street and in square., These
arbors or booths were made of branches of trees-
palms, sycamores, olives, pines, willows, etc. All
distinctions of rank, all separation between rich and
poor, were for a while forgotten, as each one dwelt
in as good a dwelling as his neighbor.

“At night four golden candelabra, each with its
golden howls for light, were in the center of the
court, and the light emanating from them was vise
ible to the whole city. Around these lights pious
men danced before the people with lighted flambeaux
in their hands, singing hymns and songs of praise,
while the Levites accompanied the songs with instru-
mental music.

“The Temple illumination was symbolical of the
light which was to shine from out the Temple into
the dark night of heathendom'; then, at the first dawn
of morn came the blasts of the priests’ silver trum-
pets and the army of God advanced with festive
trumpet sound and call, to awaken the sleepers and
to utter solemn protest against heathendom,

“It is supposed that on the last evening of the fes-
tival, when the splendid light of this grand illumin-
ation was to cease, Christ called attention to Himself,
‘T am the light of the world’—something to shine
forever and illuminate not only the Temple and the
holy city, but all the world.

“The last great day of the feast was the climax of"
all this symbolization. FEarly in the morning the
people, with the Paradise apple (an orange) in their
left hands and branches in their right, marched to
the sound of music in a procession headed by the
priest, who hore a golden pitcher to draw water
from the Pool of Siloam, south of the Temple, The
priest having filled the pitcher at this fountain,
brought it back into the court of the Temple, amid
the shouts of the multitude and the sound of cym-
bals and trumpets. The return was so timed that
the procession should arrive just as other priests
were laying the pieces of the sacrifices on the altar
of burnt offering toward the close of the ordinary
sacrifice-service.

“On each of the seven days the priest made 1a
circuit of the altar, saying, ‘As, then, now work sal=
vation Jah! O Jah, give prosperity.’ But on the
seventh day they made the circuit seven times re-
membering now the walls of Jericho had fallen in
similar circumstances, and anticipating that by the
direct interposition of God, the walls of heathendom
would fall before Jehovah and the world lie open
before His people to go in and possess it.
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“The golden pitcher full of water was then poured
upon the altar. The ceremony was considered of
vital importance and apparently symbolized the out-
pouring of the holy spirit. Immediately following
the pouring of this water the Hallel was sung. This
consists of Psalms 113-118. These were chanted,
with responses, to the accompaniment of the flute.
As the Levites intoned the first line of the Psalm,
the people repeated it; while to each of the other
lines they responded, Hallelu Yah (Praise ye the
Lord). Then the priests blew a three-fold blast on
their silver trumpets.” ’

The Christian’s Feast

The things most conspictious at the great festival
then were light, water, green boughs, and music
both vocal and instrumental. And is not this true
also in-the case of the Christian’s feast of thanks-
giving? Here water means Truth, for Jesus said,
“Whosoever drinketh of the water I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him
shall be in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life.” (John 4:14.) One needs to be on
the parched desert to realize the value of water, and
so, likewise, in the desert of this world there are
those who have a great thirst for spiritual things,
and to them the truth is a perpetually springing
fountain of crystalline purity, that never runs dry.
David said, “He leadeth me beside the still waters.”
Beside such waters the sheep could drink in safety,
whereas if they tried to drink from a swiftly running
stream, they might be carried off their feet and
drowned. So there is no danger in the drinking of
the truth, whether it come from a figurative foun-
tain or a well, In any case, the Good Shepherd is
near to take care of the sheep and to see that their
wants are supplied. :

The truth is also compared to light, and what is
so beautiful as light? Without the solar radiance
everything would perish from off the earth. And
so we are told that “Light [truth] is sown for the
righteous” (Psalms 97:11), and the apostle says
that we should “show forth the praises of Him who
hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous
light”” (1 Pet. 2:9.) In the case of God’s typical
people this light was symbolized by the light that
was kept shining in the Holy comipartment of the
Tabernacle, and this was produced by the burning
of oil contained in seven golden candlesticks. Jesus
said, “I am the light of the world”; and speaking to
His disciples on the Mount of Olives, He said, “Ye
are the light of the world,” meaning that they also
were to let the truth shine out from them even as
it had shone forth from IHim.

Then we have the green things, just as the Jews
had them at their annual thanksgiving feast, only
that in our case the green boughs are the emerald
promises of God relating to the coming glory of the
world when an opportunity to gain everlasting life
shall be given to all. The members of the church
rejoice in these promises because they know that if
they are faithful as members of Christ’s bride, they
will be granted the opportunity. of helping .the groan-
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ing creation in the best possible way and of seeing
the great plan of the ages find its consummation in
world-wide happiness, peace, prosperity and life.

As there was music on the occasion of the typical
feast, so, too, we have music today. Indeed, God’s
people are described as musicians, and are said to
be bearing harps and singing to the accompaniment
played on these harps. We know that David was
a harpist and that his sweet music was the means of
dispelling King Saul’s fits of melancholia and of
bringing the dejected monarch to the happier frame
of mind. The harp is a grand instrumient, and for
this reason, no doubt, the great plan of God is com-
pared to*a harp, even a harp of ten strings, the
strings probably ‘signifying the main features or
parts of the plan.

The New Song

The book of Revelation pictures the church of
Christ as standing on Mount Zion and singing—to
the accompaniment of harps—a song that no one
but they could learn. Then again, they are repre-
sented as standing on a sea of glass, having harps.
Therefore, it is clearly seen that they are players
and singers. They can say of the Lord that “He
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, ... and
He hath put a new song in my mouth.” (Psa. 40:
2, 3.) This song is a song of praise, a song of grat-
itude, as well as a song of truth,

“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord,
and to sing praises unto Thy name, O Most High:
to show forth Thy loving kindness in the morning,
and Thy faithfulness every night, upon an instru-
ment of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; upon the
harp with a solemn sound. For Thou ILorp, hast
made me glad through Thy work; I will triumph in
the works of Thy hands. O come, let us sing unto
the Lorp; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of
our salvation. Let us come before His presence
with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto
Him with psalms. For the Lorp is a great God,
and a great King above all gods. In His hands are
the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills
is His also. O come, let us worship and bow down:
let us kneel before the Lorp our Maker. For He is
our God; and we are the people of His pasture, and
the sheep of His hand.”—Psalms 92:1-4 and 95:
1-4, 6, 7.

The world’s great Thanksgiving day will be in the
future, when people will say, “This is our God;
we have waited for Him, and He will save us: This
is the Lorp; we have waited for Him, we will be
glad and rejoice in His salvation.” (Isa. 25:9.) The
world cannot rejoice in His salvation now, because
the world does not know His salvation. This, how-
ever, is something that the church knows, and there-
fore the church can give thanks at the present time.
To cultivate the habit and the spirit of thanksgiving
is good for anyone, but especially for those with
whom God is dealing in a special sense—the prospec-
tive kings and priests of the world. One day in the
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vear is not enough for them to use as a day of
thanksgiving; their desire is to do this every day.
Just as their Sabbath is much greater than the Jew-
1sh Sabbath, so also their thanksgiving festival is
niich greater than was the Jewish festival when the
people dwelt in bhooths for a season,

Novenmber

Those who are still standing for the truth, in the
light of the truth, and who are maintaining the spirit
¢f their consecration, have much to be thankful for
in that the L.ord has preserved them from the many
pitfalls that abound today, that He has brought them
into the full liberty of the sons of God, and that He
gives them daily assurance of His love and care. The
thought in their minds is, “What shall I render unto
the Lorp for all His benefits toward me? I will take
the cup of salvation [both the cup of suffering and
the cup of joy], and call upon the name of the
Lorp, I will pay my vows unto the Lorp now in the
presence of all His people.” (Psa. 116:12-14.) And

after all there is no other genuine way to manifest-

our aopreciation to the Ilord for all His benefits
than that of faithfully paying our vows unto Him
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by laying down our lives in His service. The great-
est present blessing the Lord has given us is a knowl-
edge of the divine-plan truth; and may we never
cease to manifest our appreciation of this blessing
by doing all we can to share it with others. Failing
in this, it seems to us that our thanksgiving would
not be much more than empty words. In Psalms 118:
27 we are given a similar thought. The prophet says:
“God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light: bind
the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the
altar.” Here we are told of the vision of truth re-
sulting in faithful sacrifice in its service—a true
expression of thankfulness. May God help us to he
Thanksgiving Christians every day in the year.

“QO render thanks to God above,

The fountain of eternal love,

Whose mercy, firm through ages past,

Hath stood, and shall forever last.”

“Bless the Lorp, O miy soul; and all that is within
me, bless His holy name.” “O give thanks unto the
Lord, for He is good; for Hiis mercy endureth for-
ever,”—DPsalms 103:1; 118:29.

IN MEMORIAM

Taze Russell
1852-—1916

Pastor Charles

When long the fingers of the vears
Had drawn endurance from life’s loom,
Darkling in mists of sorrow’s tears,
And mid the thick, o'ecrmantling gloom;

A voice was heard ahbove the din,
As from the mountain’s peaceful brow,
Where the Jong arms of light begin
To spread their kindly blessing now.

And that voice spake in terms that brought..
To us the glorvious plan divine,
And bounteous was the hand that wrought
Truth’s yoyal fabries, rich and fine.

Tar in the van, with eye on God
He did not fear the foeman’s rage,
Unmoved by storm or threat or laud,
A mighty ecaptain of the age.

And all those volumes still display
A bright, unshaken verity,
Proclaiming God’s eternal day
Of love and joy:and equity.

Still point they fo the Temple fair
The Lord is building to His praise
With grace divine, bestowing eare
On each stone through the passing davs.

The Tabernaele too makes known
God’s mighty plan, so vast, so real;
The bullock and the goat are shown;
What sacrifice these types reveal!

The altar.and the laver stand
Within the Court, by sacred Word;
Then altar, table, lamps so grand,
Within the Holy ‘of the Lord.

Oh wondrous thought! We here can dwell!
To Holiest place we can.draw nigh;
And these great things so sacred tell
Of heavenly joys we'll have on high. |

So while ‘the. Harvest still is here,
And ere descends the pall of night,
We have the peace that knows not fear,
And praise God for:Truth’s glorious light.

And stalwait was the heart and brave
That bade us faithful be till death,
And comfort of the Scriptures gave
As long as he had life and breath.



CHRISTIAN WORKERS
November 21—1 Cor. 3:10-15
Gal, 6:6-10,

10 According to the grace of God
which is given unto me, as a wise
masterbuilder, I have laid the foun-
dation, and another buildeth there-
on. But let every man take heed
how he buildeth thereupon.

11 For other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, whiéh is
Jesus Christ.

12 Now if any man build upon
this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood hay, stubble;

13 Every 'man’s work shall ibe
made manifest: for the day shall
declare - it, because it shall be re-
vealed by fire; and the fire shall try
every man’s work of what sort it is.

14 Tf any man’s work abide which
he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward.

15 If any man’s work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by
fire.

Gal. 6:6: Let him that is taught
in the word communicate unto him
that teacheth in all good things.

7 Be not deceived; God is not
mocked : for whatsoever a man sow-
eth, that shall he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the spirit shall
of the spirit reap life everlastmg

9 And let us not be weary in well
d01n0. for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not.

10 As we have therefore oppor-
tunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the
household of faith.

GOLDEN TEXT: Let us not be

weary in‘ well doing: for in dme

geason we shall reap, if we faint
not.—Galatians 6:9.

I N ALL his preaching and

i in all his writing the Apos-
‘s..:’ tle Paul was laying the
= foundation stone of the di-
vine Kingdom, and that stone was
Jesus Christ. He said “I deter-

" prize.

mined not to know any thing among
you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified.” (I Cor. 2:2.)  Then
again we find him saying, “Woe is
unto me, if I preach not the gos-
pel!” (1 Cor. 9:16.) And again,
“T am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one
that believeth.” (Rom. 1:16.) On
one occasion Jesus said, “Upon this
rock (foundation) I will build My
church; and the gates of hell
(hades, the grave] shall not pre-
vall against it.” (Matt. 16:18.)
And the foundation to which He
referred was the great truth stated
by Peter, “Thou art the Christ,

the Son of the living God.”—DMait.
16:16.
Upon this great foundation

stone, some are building various
elements into their character struc-
tures. A few are building gold,
silver, precious stones, all of which
represent divine truths, and the fi-
nal result of such building must
prove highly satisfactory. Others,
again, are building errors of tra-
dition and superstition. They have
appropriated to themselves the
teachings of the creeds of the Dark
Ages, and their characters corres~
pond to the elements thus received.
This kind of building material is
represented by wood, hay and stub-
ble, all of which are combustible
and not capable of standing the
fire of the great time of tribulation
which is to come upon the world in
these last days. This fire is to
try every man’s work in order to
make manifest its real character.
If the work is genuine, it will stand
the test; if not, it will fail,

The reward for the kind of con-
struction that God wants done now
will be the divine nature, even
“glory, honor and immortality.”
Those who are consecrated to God,
having accepted Jesus Christ, yet
who are not building satisfactorily,
will suffer loss. Indeed, they will
lose the high reward because cer-
tain things of the world have hin-
dered them in the race and they
have not run so as to receive the
The apostle speaks of these

as being turned over to “Satan for

the destruction of the flesh, that
the spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus.” Therefore,
while they lose the chief blessing,
they do not lose life on the spirit-
ual plane,

“Whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap,” is a fact so
manifest as to be axiomatic. (Gal.
6:7.) It holds true both in natural
and in spiritual things. Jesus said,
“Do men gather grapes of thorns,
or figs of thistles? Ye shall know
them by their fruits.” (Matt. 7:16.)
Sowing to the spirit means life,
joy and peace, and sowing to the
flesh means corruption. G. D.
Boardman said, “Sow a thought,
reap an act; sow an act, reap a
habit; sow a habit, reap a charac-
ter; sow a character, reap a des-
tiny.” When we sow thoughts of
love, faith and truth, we are making
the proper preparation for the fu-
ture. When we sow the opposite
kind of thoughts, we are sowing
for a harvest of trouble,

“ILet us not be weary in well
doing,” is a fine injunction. (Gal
6:9.) How many, indeed, have
grown weary in well doing. Per-
haps they look for results too soon.
Perhaps they expect a lot of grati-
tude from others, only to be disap-
pointed. The grand reward will
come with our entrance into the
Kingdom. Meanwhile we are call-
ed upon to exercise a good-deal of
patience and faith. To have the
Lord’s approval should be a great
incentive to us as we try to walk
in the footsteps of the Master. “Ye
are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu-
liar people, that ye should show
forth the praises of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into
His marvellous light.”—1 Pet, 2:9,

Every true Christian worker is
an exponent of truth. He lets the
light of truth shine forth in his

“words and his deeds so that others

may see it and glorify God in the
day of their visitation, He is glad
to do good unto all men as he has
opportunityy and especially unto
them that are of the household of
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faith. None of us can do very
much good, but the Lord does not
expect great things of us; it is the
little things that count. The great
Head of the church appreciates
those things that manifest our loy-
alty and love, and, in due time,
they shall receive His “well done.”

QUESTIONS:

What was the foundation that the
“Apostle Paul laid, and how did he
lay it.

How can anyone build wrong ele-
ments upon a right foundation?
Can you ecite an instance where a
man did just the opposite of this?
See Matthew 7:26-20.

What is the ‘“day’’ that shall de-
clare every man’s work? Just how
will this be done?

How can one be saved, yet -so as
by fire? And what loss will he suf-
fer?

How is the work of sowing to the
spirit accomplished? And how does
one sow to the flesh?

CHRISTIAN FRUITFULNESS
November 928—dJohn 15:1-16

11 am the true vine, and My
Ifather is the husbandman.

2 Tvery branch in Me that bear-
eth not fruit He taketh away: and
every branch that beareth fruit, He
purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit.

3 Now ve are clean through the
word which I have spoken unto you.

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of it-
self, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide in Me.

5 I am the vine, ye are the branch-
es: He that abideth in Me, and I in
him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without Me ye can do
nothing.

6 If a man abide not in Me, he
is c¢ast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and
cast them into the fire, and they
are burned.

7 If ye abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ve will, and it shall be done
unto you.

8 Herein is My Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be My disciples.

9 As the Father hath loved Me,
so have I loved you: continue ye in
My love.

10 If ye keep My commandments,
ye shall abide in My love; even as I
have kept My Father’s command-
ments, and ahide in His love.

11 These things have I spoken
unto you, that My joy might remain
in you, and that your joy might be
full.

12 This is My commandment,
That ye love one another, as I have
loved you.

13 Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.

14 Ye are My friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.

15 Henceforth I eall you not ser-
vants; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth: but I have
called you friends; for all things
that T have heard of My Father, I
have made konown unto you.

16 Ye have not chosen Me, but 1
have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth
fruit, and that your fruit should re-
main: that whatsoever ye shall ask
of the Father in My name, He may
give it you.

GOLDEN TEXT: Herein .is My

Father glorified, that ye bear much

fruit; so shall ye be My disciples.
John 15:8.

& LSUS announced Himself
jl as the true vine, planted
by the Heavenly Father.
; This metaphor may have
heen suggested by a large, golden
vine carved on the gate of the
Temple. Josephus says that this
vine had clusters as large as a man.
Its branches kept growing larger
as wealthy persons made contribu-
tions for this purpose.

As there is the true vine, so also
there is the false vine. This is
referred to in the book of Revela-
tion, where its fruit is said to be
gathered and cast into the great
winepress of the wrath of God. In
regard to this vine a Biblical com-
mentator said: “The vine of the
earth is -the mnominal Christian
church organized along the lines
of earthly wisdom. Its branches
are the various sects and parties of
Christendom. Its fruitage is cathe-
drals, temples, tabernacles, chapels,

hearts and minds,
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political power, honor of men,
weéalth and social standing. It is
great and influential in the world
and has the spirit of the world run-
ning thr ough its branches and gov-
erning all its affairs, and brings
forth a fruitage that is not entirely
bad but is entirely earthly, and
which is relished and appreciated
because it is earthly and practical
rather than heavenly, This vine
has grown wonderfully, has some
three hundred branches and claims
some four hundred million adher~
ents, and it may be said to practi-
Lally control the wealth of the en-
tire world.”

The branches in the true vine
must bear the fruitage that God
requires, and this is declared to be

“love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance.”  (Gal. 522,

23.) 1t should be the aim of every
Christian to develop these quali-
ties in his own heart, Some times,
in a natural vine a good, strong
branch develops that “which lacks
the fruit-bearing qualities. A hranch
that merely draws to itself the sap
of the vine but brings forth no
fruit, is called a sucker and is cut
off so that all the sap may go to the
branches that bear grapes. Those
who make a fine profession or show
of religion, but lack the real fruit-
age that God requires, would cor-
respond to the suckers in a natural
vine. ‘
Besides the suckers, there are
certain branches that would not
bring the fruit to a proper degree
of development, and the hushand-
man taking note of this, pinches
off the sprout of the vine heyond
the bud, so as to make the branch
more fruitful. And so it is in the
case of God’s people. There may
be certain things in their lives that
they would be better off without,
and the Lord may take these things
away because they are not condu-
cive to the highest development of
the Christ life, but tend in the op-

‘posite direction,

The secret of the answer to our
prayers is contained in the words
of the Master, “If ye abide in Me,
and My words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye \\11 and it shall
be done unto you.’ If the teach-
ings off the Lord abide in ‘our
then our wills
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will be in harmony with the divine
will, and our prayers will be an-
swered in the manner that will
prove best for us in the end. Those
who are filled with the spirit of the
truth will not offer up selfish pray-
ers., God knows the end from the
beginning. Some one once said
to Michael Angelo, “What will you
do with the rough stone?” And the
reply of the great sculptor was, I
see an angel in that stone, and I
intend to get him out.” So, like~
wise, God sees something fine in
each one of His people, and He in-
tends to develop it to the fullest
possible extent.

QUESTIONS:

Point out the aptness of the com-
parison of Jesus to a grape vine.
When did Jesus become the true
vine?

Is there a false vine? Describe
this vine, and point out its various
branches and fruits. .

“Why does a vine need pruning?
What are suckers? How are these
treated? Are there other branches
that need pruning?

What fruitage does God require
of His people? Are the fruits of
the spirit to be developed in full
measure, or to “what degree?

What is the secret of prayer as
set forth in the words of the Master?

CHRISTIAN REST

December 5—Matthew 11:28-30
Hebrews 4:1-11

28 Come unto Me all ye that ia-
bor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.

29 Take My yoke upon you, and
Jearn of Me; for T am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.

30 For My yoke is easy, and My
burden is light.

Heb, 4:1: Let us therefore fear,
lest, a promise being left us of en-
tering into His rest, any of you
should seem to come short of it.

2 For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them: but
the word preached did not profit
them, not being mixed with faith in
them that heard it.

3 For we which have believed do

|5

enter into rest, as e said, As I have
sworn in My wrath, if they shall en-
ter into My rest: although the works
were finished from the foundation
of the world.

4 Tor He spake in a certain place
of the seventh day on this wise.
And God did rest the seventh day
from all His works.

5 And in this place again, If they
shall enter into My rest.

6 Seeing therefore it remaineth
that some must enter therein,-and
they to whom it was first preached
entered not in bhecause of unbelief:

7 Again, he limited & certain

.day, saying in David, Today, after

s0 long a time; as it is said, Today
if ye will hear His voice, harden not
your hearts.

8 For if Jesus had given them
rest, then would He not afterward
have spoken of another day.

9 There remaineth therefore a
rest to the people of God.

10 ¥or he that is entered into
his rest, he also hath ceased from
his own works, as God did from
His,

11 Let us labor therefore to enter
into that rest, lest any man fall
after the same example of unbelief.

GOLDEN TEXT: Come unto Me,

all ye that labor and are heavy la-

den, and I will give you rest.—-
Matthew 11:28.

ATTHEW 11:28-30 is one
of the most beautiful pas-
sages of the Bible. There
are many persons who find
life a burden, who realize that its
labprs weigh heavily upon their
spirits, and they are laden down
with many affairs. A certain writ-
er speaks of loading a boat to such
an extent that one almjost faints at
the oars, and he adds that many
human beings load down the boat
of life in a similar manner. They
would get along much better with
a lighter cargo. But they load
down the boat with fine homes, with
ambitious aims that often mean sor-
row and disappointment, and with
that meanest kind of timber, the
dread of “What will my neighbor
think?” It would be a blessing to
them indeed if they would throw
a lot of this timber overboard.

Jesus speaks of a rest of mind
and heart. It does not come from

)
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the carrying out of earthly projects
and schemes, but it does come from
taking upon oneself the yoke of
Christ. The Apostle Paul took this
voke upon himself. That is to say,
he took the truth into his life. It
meant much of self-denial to him.
It meant persecution and suffer-
ing, but yet he declared that he’
found it an easy yoke because of
the great counter blessings he de-
rived from it. Jesus spoke of hav-
ing “an hundred fold now in this
time, and in the world to
come eternal life. ” (Matt. 10:29,
30.) There is a rest of mind in.
being humble as Jesus was humble,
for such a mental attitude militates
against inordinate ambition, and
tends to keep one in the divine sanc-
tuary of truth.

The Jewish nation did not en-
ter into the rest of Christ because
of a lack of faith. They looked
for théir rest in the law, and found
it not, for the law condemned them
instead of justifying them. “The
commandment, which was ordained
to lifé, 1 found to be unto death,”
said the apostle~—Rom. 7:10.

Such a law, therefore, could not
mean rest unto the soul. But Jesus
could give full and complete justi-
fication, so that as we read, *“There
is therefore now no .condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus,
.. - for the law of the spirit of
life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death.”
(Rom. 8:1, 2.) To realize that
with all our imperfections we can
have a standing of perfection be-
fore the Lord gives wonderful rest
of heart. With such a provision
made for us, we can approach God
at all times with the assurance that
He will hear our cry and will
grant to us the things best calcu-
lated to develop us as new crea-
tures.

“O Love that will not let me go,

I rest my weary soul on Thee.

I give Thee back the life I owe,

That in Thine ocean’s depths

its flow )

May richer, fuller be.”

Every true Christian finds his
rest through the power of his faith.
He who has little faith, will have
little rest; and he who has much
faith will have much rest. A beaut-
iful text of Scripture is, “Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose
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mind is stayed on Thee: because
he trusteth in Thee.” (Isa. 26:3.)
And another is, “Great peace have
they that love Thy law: and noth-
ing shall offend them.”—Psa. 119:
165. :

“Tet us therefore fear, lest, a
promise being left us of entering
into His rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it.” (Heb.
4:1.) If Jesus left us a legacy of
peace and rest, then we are en-
titled to it, and should not permit
the world or Satan to interfere with
our receiving it. The great prom-
ises of God’s Word are calculated
to induce this rest in our minds,
indeed, many of these promises are
full of the comforting assurances
that brings rest and peace.

There is nothing in God’s Word
that indicates that we should sit
back and do nothing. That is not
the kind of rest for us. St. Paul
did not have that kind of rest, for
he was a very busy man. He was
always proclaiming the truth, Let
us proclaim the truth too, and
daily exercise our faith, so that we
may joyfully and fully enter into
His rest.

QUESTIONS:

Who are the weary ‘and heavy
laden ones that Jesus invites to come
to Him? Is this an invitation to
indolence and inaction? ‘

What special rest did the Jews
miss at Christ’s first advent? What
caused them to miss this rest?

In what sense does one cease from
his works as God did from His?

How do you understand that we
should ‘“labor’’ to enter into rest?

What elements are calculated to
disturb the rest of the Christian?
‘What is the hest means to use in or-
der to safegnard our rest?

November

CHRI;STIAN FELLOWSHIP
- December 12—1 John 1:1.7
Revelation 21:1-7

1 That which was from the be-
ginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which
we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, of the Word of life;

9 (For the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and bear wit-
ness, and shew unto you that eternal

life, which was with the Father, and
was manifested unto uvsj;)

3 That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our Tellowship is with
the Father, and with His Son, Jesus
Christ.

4 And these things write we unto
vou, that your joy may be full.

5 This then is the message which
we have heard of Him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in
Him is no darkness at all,

6 If we say that we have fellow-
ship with Him, and walk in dark-
ness, we lie, and do not the truth!

7 But if we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ His Son .cleanseth
us from all sin,

Rev. 21:1: And 1 saw a new heav-
en and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were pass-
ed away; and there was no more
sea.

2 And I John saw the holy city,
the new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.

3 And I heard a great voice ouf
of heaven saving, Behold, the taber-
nacle of God is with men, and He
will dwell with them, and they shall
be His people, and God Himself
shall be with them, and be their
God.

4 And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sor-
row nor erying, neither shall there
be any more pain; for the former
things are passed away.

5 And He that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, I make all things new.

And He said unto me, Write: for
these words arve true and faithful.

6 And He said unto me, It is done.
I am Alpha and Omega, the begin-
ning and the end. I will give unto
him that is athirst of the fountain
of the water of life freely.

7 He that overcometh shall in-
herit all things; and I will be his
God and he shall be My son.

GOLDEN TEXT: Our fellowship is
with the Father, and with His Son,
Jesus Christ—1 John 1:3.

heavenly and the earthly.
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JHOSE who gave the cap-
B tion to this lesson brought
together two passages of
Scripture that are not di=
rectly related. The selection from
John's epistle has a bearing on the
fellowship of Christians during this
Gospel age, whereas the quotation .
from the book of Revelation gives
a description of the Millennial age
m symbolic terms, and has nothing
to do with the Christian fellowship
of today. .

The common interests that draw
Christians together are neither un-
derstood nor appreciated by the
world. Jesus stated in His prayer
to God, referring to His disciples,
“they are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world.” (John
17:16.) And again, He said, “If
ye were of the world, the world
would love his own: ... but I
have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you.”
~—John 15:19, :

Every true Christian regards the
Bible as the divinely inspired revel-
ation of God. Today, those to whom
God has made known the truth are
assured of the fact that God is
love:  They know this from His
matchless plan of salvation. They
also know that Jesus is the Son of
God. They can see the fallacy of
the trinitarian doctrine as taught
by.the creedal systems of Christen-
dom. They appreciate the fact that
the holy spirit is not a person but
a holy influence or power exercised
by God and by Jesus. They know
exactly what the human soul is,
also its origin and destiny. They
believe in conditional, but not in-
herent immortality. . They have
seen that God’s Kingdoni will con-
sist of two principal parts, viz., the
Further- -
more, they know that through the
heavenly class, the great “seed” of
promise, all the families of - the
earth shall be blessed in “the times
of restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of
all His holy prophets since the
world began.”—Acts 3:21.

The foregoing statemients epit-
omize the plan of God as found in
the Bible. This plan constitutes a
basis for fellowship among the
Lord's people. Another bhasis is
consecration to the Lord. God thus

(Contined on page 33)
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Jacob and

ONIGHIT T will tell you about Jacob and
Esau,” said Uncle Eh. “These were the two
brother, and he became a great hunter, a
sons of Isaac. Xsau was older than his
man of the woods, He knew how to shoot an arrow
with unerring aim, and many an animal of the wild
places fell a prey to him. No doubt you know what
venison it. It 1s the meat of the deer. This meat
is very tender, and men have been fond of it in all
ages of the world. So, when Esau shot a fine deer,
he brought it home and they had quite a feast. Father
Isaac could enjoy a nice piece of venison as well as
any one, and he thought Esau a very clever man and
admired him much more than he did Jacob; for
Jacoh was not a hunter, but just a quiet man taking
care of cattle and doing such things as were neces-
sary about the farm.

“Well, one day Esau had been out hunting, and
came home very hungry. It seemed that Jacob was
enjoying a good meal just at the time. Now you
know what a meat stew smells like when one is feel-
ing half-starved. But evidently this was a day of
fasting for Esau, for he was the first-horn son and
the heir to his father’'s estate. A traveler from the
Trast tells us that this was probably Abraham’s birth-
day, which was observed Dby the eldest son of the
family in fasting, while all the others feasted. There-
fore, Jacob must have heen wvery much surprised
when Ifsau asked for some of the meat.
imagine that he said to his brother, ‘Surely you
don’t meant it, You are the heir to our father’s es-
tate, and this is your fast day, it being our father’s
hirthday. If T give you the meat, it means that I'll
have to. change places with you and do the fasting
while vou do the feasting. But don’t you see that in
that case the hirthright will come to me? I'm willing
if you are, but surely you don’t want to do such a
thing, do you?

“But, strange fo say, Esau didn't seem to care at
all about the birthright. The Scriptures tell us that
he despised it. So Esau said somlething like this to
his brother: ‘Give me the dinner, and never mind
about the birthright. If you want it, ),ou can have
it, and much good may. it do youl So then, in this
manrner the exchange was made.

“And what did this mean? It meant that Jacob
became the heir of the estate and the heir of the
Llessings which God had promised through the line
of Abraham. Evidently Esau did not care at all

We can
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about those blessings.

Perhaps he did not even be-
lieve in them. They were something that he could
neither eat nor wear, so what was the good of them?

In fact, Esau was: like a certain class of people in the
world today They can appreciate a good dinner, a
good car, a fine house, a nice radio set, money, the
best clothcs and things of that kind. but they can’t
appreciate the great promises of God contained in
His Word., You see, they are just all for this present
world, and if you talk to them about the plan of God,
which you and I have come to love, they just look
at you and think you queer, for they don’t under-

stand what you are talking about. Such people have
no faith, and the great things of the Bible do not ap-
peal to them.

“Now when Isaac was old and knew that he would
soon die, he called his son Esau and said to him,
‘Take your bow and arrow and go out into the wil-
derness and shoot a deer and bring the meat home

so that T mav have some of that delicious, tender
venison, of which T am so fond.
“So, Esau did as his father desired. However,

while he was away, Rebekah, the mother of the two
young men, thought that Jacob was the one who
should have his father’s chief blessing because he
had the birthright, and the two things went together.
So she got Jacob to bring in two kids of the flocks,
and with these she made just the kind of stew that
Isaac liked. Then she disguised Jacob to make him
appear to be Esau. Now poor old Isaac was almost
blind and could not tell the difference. The voice
sounded like Jacob’s voice, but the hands felt like
Esau’s because Rebekah had covered Jacob’s hands
with the skins of the young goats to make them feel
hairy like his brother’s. So, then, Isaac felt sure
this was Esau and he blessed Jacoh in place of his
brother.”

“Uncle Eb,” interrupted Peter,
that Jacob was a good man, doesn't it? Then why
did he deceive his old father and say that he was
Esau whe he was not? HHow could he tell a lie like
that?”

“That's-a good question, Peter. Certainly Jacob
was not perfect, but had his faults like the rest of us.
No doubt he thought he had a right to the chief
blessing when he already had the birthright, and in
this. of course, he was right, It is said by travelers
in the East that among the Arabs to this day it is
considered all right to deceive aged people in order to

“the Bible says
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save them from sorrow. You see, it might have
broken Isaac’s heart had he learned that his elder
son, Esau, had so lightly esteemed his birthright,
Then again, Esau bad no right to claim a blessing
which he had forfeited. The end of the matter was
that Jacob left the farm to Esau, which satisfied the
latter, while Jacob went away with the divine bless-
-ing, which was the one thing he desired to have.
“Later, when Esau came in from the hunt, with
savory meat for his father, he learned that Jacob
had taken his blessing. At the time, he was very

Nowvember

angry about this and said that he would kill his:

brothed. When his niother heard of this, she feared
for the life of Jacob, and so she called Jacob and ad-
vised him to leave the farm at once and go to her
brother in Haran. Now her brother’s name was
Laban.

“So then, Jacob set out on his journey toward
Haran. One night he came to a certain place and,
the sun having already set, he decided to stay there
all night. So he took a stone and made a resting
place for his head. It must have made a pretty hard
pillow, T think, but, at any rate, out under the great
vault of heaven and the silent stars he soon fell
asleep. And he had a dream. He beheld a great,
tall ladder reaching from the earth right up to heav-
en, and moving up and down on this shining ladder
were beautiful angels of God.

“But, best of all, at the other end of the ladder
some one was speaking. Do any of you know who
this was?”

“Wasn't it the Lord?” asked John.

“Yes indeed, it was the Lord, and the Lord was
saying something very interesting indeed. And sup-
pose we have Esther read it for us from Genesis 28,
verses 13 to 16.” :

What Esther read was this: “And, behold, the -

Lorp stood above it, and said, . I am the Lorp God
of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the
land whereon thou liest, to thee will T give it, and
to thy seed. And thy seed shall be as the dust of the
earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and
to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and
in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed. And, behold, T am with thee, and
will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and
will bring thee again into this land; for I will not
- leave thee, until I have done that which I have spok-
en to thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his sleep,
and he said, Surely the Lorp is in this place; and I
knew it not.”

“All right, Esther,” said Uncle Eb. “It was very
early in the morning when Jacob arose, and he took
the stone that he had used for a pillow and set it up
and poured oil upon the top of it, and he called the
name of the place ‘Bethel,” which means ‘the house

of God!

“That day Jacob pursued his journey, and, after
a time, he came to a well in a field with flocks of
sheep lying near it. Now there was a stone over the
top of the well, and some shepherds came forth to
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meet Jacob, and he asked them if they knew Laban
and they said yes. Now there was a beautiful young -
girl named Rachel, who was keeping sheep for her -
father, Laban, and she came to the well to water the
sheep, and Jacob rolled away the stone for her. Then
Jacob told Rachel that they were cousins, that his
mother was her father’s sister, and she was very
much surprised, and she went and told her father,
and her father was pleased, and came forth to meet"
Jacob and took him to his home and Jacob stayed
there and served his Uncle Laban. And he married
I.eah and Rachel the daughters of Laban, for it was
customary for men to have more than one wife in
those days. And he served seven years for Rachel,
and seven years for Leah, but he loved Rachel the
better of the two.

“Now Jacob worked for Laban for twenty years,
and he prospered and had many sheep and cattle of
his own, as well as sons and daughters, But the time
came when he felt that he had been in that place long
enough, so he took his wives, his family, and the things
that belonged to him and left his uncle, intending to go
to his kindred in the land of Canaan. And he sent
messengers before him| to his brother Esau, and the
messengers returned and said that Esau was coming
to meet Jacob with four hundred men, and Jacob was
sore afraid.

“Jacob was very rich in sheep, camels and cattle,
and he picked out several hundred of these as a pres-
ent for Esau, and he divided them and his servants
into two bands and sent them before him. Then he
prayed to God and told the Lord that he did not feel
worthy that God should help him, but yet he earnestly
entreated the Lord to deliver him' from the hand of
Esau, and God answered that prayer in a beautiful
way.

“That night Jacob was left alone and there came
a man and wrestled with him and put his thigh out
of joint. And Jacob refused to let this man go before
he received a blessing at his hands, for he knew that
he was an angel from the Lord. And the angel chang-
ed Jacob’s name to Israel, which means a prince of
God.  And Jacob called that place Peniel, for he
said, ‘I have seen God face to face, and my life is
preserved.’ ,

“Next morning Jacob looked and behold Esau was
coming with his four hundred men, which was quite
an army in those days. And when he saw the grand
present of cattle, camels and sheep that Jacob was
offering him, he was greatly impressed, and came for-
ward and embraced his brother, and the reunion of
these two after the long years of separation, was a
very joyful one indeed.

“Thus Jacob prospered, for he had the divine bless-
ing. He wanted to serve God and to do the divine
will, and to belong to that wonderful seed of promise
that God has said, in due time, should bless all the
world. And you and I want to see the world blessed
too, and that is why we so often say that prayer the
Lord Himself taught us, a part of which is, “Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven,” "-—Matt. 6:10.



HE NINTH ANNUAL REUNION CON-
VENTION at Pittshurgh, held this year on
October twenty-second, twenty-third, and
twenty-fourth, is now in the past; but it will
continue to live for a long time as a blessed, stimu-
Jating memory in the hearts and minds of more than
four hundred of the Lord’s truly consecrated people.
And through the published report it is hoped that
this sacred influence will be extended to many thous-
‘ands of the brethren throughout the world. As this
report will shortly be published-in the form of a spec-
ial edition of Bible Students News, we will not at-
tempt here to give a detailed report of the convention.

The spirit of Christian love that prevailed at the
Pittshurgh gathering was genuine; springing, as it
did, from the hearts of those who gave evidence that
they were walking with God, and desired above
-everything else to be pleasing to Him. It was the
opinion of many that this “unity of the spirit” was
also the natural and inevitable result of a proper ap-
preciation of the precious doctrines of the truth.
These doctrines were given their proper place on the
convention program, and the rejoicing of the friends
increased as in discourse after discourse they were

" reminded of the beautiful truths of the divine plan

and were encouraged to put those truths into prac-
tice in their lives.

It was indeed a truth convention, but there was
no disposition to judge the motives of those who
may hold differing views. While the speakers pro-
perly urged that the pure message of present truth
should be preached at all times, yet the conventioners
were reminded that this should be done in love, and
with no desire to condemn those who are unable to
see certain deep things of the Word as the majority
of Bible Students do understand them at the present
time. Surely we should all be learning to leave the
judgment of the Lord’s people in the hands of Him

~who alone is able to read their hearts.

The attendance this year was larger than it was
any previous year. On Sunday the old Bible House
Chapel was filled to overflowing., All the chairs in the
building were pressed into service, and in addition to
these, the brethren secured all the available chalrs
from three undertaking parlors; and this wash’t
enough. During the Sunday morning and afternoon
sessions of the convention, not only was all available
floor space in the chapel taken up, but the cloak rooms
at the side were also filled, and friends were lined
down the stairs, trying to hear what they could of

the speakers’ messages. This marked increase of at-
+ tendance was attributed by some to the growing en-

thusiasm of the friends generally, as well as to the
fact that during the past year many within reach of
Pittsburgh have severed their connections with Je-
hoval’s Witnesses.

. In 1929, when the first reunion convention was
held in Pittshurgh, it was doubtless the thought of
sonie that perhaps the time of the deliverance of the
church was then so near that there would not he
much use in continuing the work of preaching the
gospel with the idea that new ones would accept and
consecrate themselves to the Lord. But, whatever
the opinions of the brethen at that time may have
heen, it was demonstrated at Pittsburgh this year that
the Kingdom message is still going out and hearing
ears reached, in that a show of hands indicated that
there were twenty-eight present at this convention -
who have accepted the truth and consecrated them-
selves to the Lord, since that first reunion convention
in 1929. These “new” brethren rejoiced greatly in
the blessings of the convention. Two of them were
immersed.

The testimony meetings were inspiring. The test-
monies of the brethren hetokened a rich indwelling

" of the holy spirit, and a resolute determination on

their part to prove faithful to the end. The very
first testimony of the convention, given by Sister
Cameron, of Washington, D. C., revealed that she
attended the first general convention of Bible Stu-
dents, held in Chicago, Ill., in 1893. She told of the
blessings received there and especially of her joy in
meeting Brother Russell. Sister Cameron told that
after all these years she is still rejoicing in the truth,

cand still striving diligently to make her calling and

election sure. The second testimony, on the other
hand, given by Sister Cogglin, of Montreal, who
symbolized her consecration at the convention, told of
receiving the truth during the past year, having pre-
viously been a member of the Church of England,
and just before receiving the truth, very much in- .
terested in the teachings of “British Israel” So it
was that “old timers” and “new comers” coming-
led their hearts and voices together in that blessed
fellowship of kindred minds which is like to that
above. '

A goodly number of the friends attended the mem-
orial service at the grave of Brother Russell, although
this service ‘was very brief due to the inclemhency of
the weather. Those who gathered for this service
had only in mind a sense of deep appreciation to God
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for the great blessings received through the truth
ministered through that wise and faithful servant
of the harvest period. No one went to that grave
to worship Brother Russell, but to show their ap-
preciation of and love for the one whom the Lord
had so wonderfully used in revealing to them the
true God, and how to worship Him, May God con-
tinue to bless the memory of that faithful saint.

The public meeting was an encouraging and fitting
climax to the convention. It was held in Carnegie
Hall, used -many times by Brother Russell for public
work, The main floor of this auditorium seats, offi-
cially, eight hundred, and only a few scattered empty
seats were to be seen. A number of the brethren gave
seven hundred as a conservative estimate of the at-
tendance. As many of the conventioners had started
for home previous to the Sunday evening public
meeting, there were probably not more than two hun-
dred in attendance at Carnegie Hall, which means
that there were about five hundred strangers. Out
of this number, seventy-eight left their names for
a copy of the booklet, “God and Reason.” Brother
C. W. Zahnow gave the public talk, using the subject,
“The World Crisis and Its Final Outcome.” Unus-
ual attention was manifested throughout the lecture.
A Baptist clergyman was present, and expressed
nwch appreciation. He promised to come out on the
following Sunday evening to hear Brother Wilson
speak on the subject “Life, Death and the Hereafter.”

While the attendance at the Carnegie Hall was
not large in comparison to former days, yet, in com-
parison to the amount of advertising, it was out-
standing. Judging from the attendance at this and
other public meetings held during recent months, it
seems evident that if it were possible to advertise
on the large scale of days gone by, we could not find
-~ auditoriums large enough to hold those who would
want to attend the lectures. Circumstances, of course,
do not permit of such extensive advertising at the
present time; we mention this point mérely to indi-
cate that the general public is more willing to listen to
the truth today, than at any other time in the past.
Let ats then be faithful in whatever opportunities
may come to us of sending out God’s light of truth.

SERVING THE SCATTERED SHEEP

MANY BRETHREN have been convinced for
some time that there are many cities and towns over
the country where it would be possible to start classes
of free Bible Students if some way could be devised
to reach the scattered friends in these places, and
encourage them to take a renewed hold of the truth
and to meet together for the mutual help of each
other. During August, September and October, very
encouraging results have been obtained along this
line by Brother Zahnow, who, in the Lord’s provi-
dence, has been instrumental in helping the friends
in six places to start regular meetings. All these
classes have been started in places where no regular
meetings have been held for years.

The method employed in this work is as follows:
The brother goes to the town or city, furnished with
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whatever names and:addresses of friends are avail-
able. One or more.of these may be Dawn subscrib-
ers, or they may not be. These brethren are con-
tacted by a personal visit; and where the opportunity
offers they are invited to gather together for a meet-
ing. If possible, arrangements are then made for a
public meeting to be held at a later-date, when the
brother returns for a second visit. These public
meetings are held in the hope of reaching friends
whose addresses are not known; and also a means of .
helping to revive enthusiasm for the pure Kingdom
message. Sometimes the expenses of the public meet-
ing are paid by The Dawn, and sometimes by the
local brethren. In most cases it has been necessary
for Brother Zahnow to himself make the arrange-
ments for the auditorium, and to help with the dis-
tribution of the advertising matter. The results have
indeed been heart-cheering. o
We will of course continue the usual pilgrim work
of serving classes already holding regular meetings;
but we hope that we will be able to extend this ad-
ditional ministry to towns and cities now being pass-
ed up by the pilgrim brethren. We are convinced that
there is a wide field of service to the brethren along
this line, as there are hundreds of towns and cities
in America where there formerly were Bible Student
classes, and where none exist at the present time.
There is no doubt but that in the majority of these
places there are brethren of ours who need the help
that we can give them. - Shall we not all be alert to
whatever opportunities may be presented to be of
service, “especially to the household of faith.”

KINGDOM CARDS

IN  THE September issue of The Dawn mention
was made of a form of witness work being employed
Ly the brethren in Great Britain through the use of
what they term Kingdom Cards. Our British breth-
ren report that in some cases the replies to these
Kingdom (Cards averaged one to each two hundred
cards distributed ; which is much better than the usual
response from the distribution of tracts. In view of
this encouraging result, it was thought well to give
the Kingdom Cards a try-out in America; and this
has heen done recently by some of the friends in
Denver, Colo. .

The friends in Denver, instead of distributing the
cards from door to door, as tracts are usually dis-
tributed, mailed them. to names and addresses pro-

‘cured from the telephone directory, and other sourcs

es. Seven hundred and fifty of the cards were mailed
out. and we have recently received a letter from
Denver indicating that to date fourteen replies have
heen forthcoming, with more expected. This means
an average of two replies for each card mailed,
which, to us, seems very encouraging indeed.

We take it from this that the Kingdom Cards will
be equally as effective in America as in England,
The experiment by the Denver friends showed a
much larger return than reporteéd by the DBritish
brethren, but this may have been due largely to the
fact that the cards were sent through the mails rath-
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er than distributed from door to door. Further ex-
periments will be made, both in mailing and gener-
al distribution of these cards, and results will be
renorted, It may be that this will prove to be an
efective method of procuring the names of interested
versons to whom First Volumies can be loaned. Per-
hans the Lord is showing us how the pastoral work
can be revived by those interested in carrying on with
a service of this kind. ,

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE

TRUTH, in the Bible, is symbolized by water; and
frequently it is found that through human imperfec-
tions and deceptions of the adversary the water of
truth hecomes mixed with miud of human traditions
and false doctrines. What is the best course for the
individual Christian to pursue when this occurs? Too
freauentlv the tendency is merely to tell a brother
that he is wrong, without attempting to patiently
point out to him the better way. No one, not even
a Christian. likes to be told that he is wrong, so the
result of this method of “standing for the truth” is
usually that of raising a more formidable barrier to
a helpful exchange of thought than existed hefore.

The better way to help our brethren to a clearer
understanding of the truth is well illustrated by what
occurs when pure water is poured from a pitcher
into a glass containing muddy water, which is, that
the muddy water s gradually replaced by the pure.
Keep on pouring, and the glass is eventually filled
with the crystal-pure water. So it is with the truth.
Rather than tell a brother that his views are radically
wrong, it is better, as opportunity affords, to con-
tinue making clear the right, doing it patiently-and
in love. The truth is so grand and reasonable and
powerful, that a proper and continuous presentation
of its beautiful principles can’t help but ultimately
have the proper effect in the lives of those whose
hearts are perfect toward God.

THE END OF THE WAY

ON SUNDAY morning, October, 17, Brother
William TF. Hudgings, of Brooklyn, N. Y., finished
his earthly course in death, after a brief illness due
to a heart attack. Brother Hudgings was known to
the majority of the brethren throughout America
and other parts of the world because of his long
association with the harvest work—cooperating with
Brother Russell until his death, and since then in
various other capacities. He was born in Ash Grove,
Mo., in 1890, and accepted the truth as a mere lad,
coming to Allegheny, Pa., when he was only seven-
teen years old. At that time he was used widely in
public lecture work, and was known as the “boy
preacher.”

Brother Hudgings was unsparing in the use of his
time and strength in the service of the Lord and the
Truth. The happiest moments of his life were those
during which he was engaged in the Lord’s work;
and whether it was cleaning the office floor, or preach-
ing from the platform, he seemed equally enthusias-
tic about it, and was never concerned about how long
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the day, or how hard the task. When the great apos-
tle spoke of those whom the Lord would not forget
becruse of their “labor of love,” he was undoubtedly
describing such as our Brother Hudgings.

Funeral services were conducted in Brooklyn by
the elders of the local class of Associated Bible Stu-
dents. During the last year and one half Brother
Hudeings devoted much of his time to giving out the
Zior'st message to the Jews, and had made many
friends among the leaders of the Zionist mwovement.
The Zionist Organization of America sent a repre=
sentative to his funeral; and the president of the Pro-
Palestine Federation also attended. A Rabbi, who
attended the service, was heard to remark that if all
Christians were like the Bible Students he believed
the Jews as a whole would be more interested in
Jesus. :

Services were also held in Ash Grove, Mo., where
the interment took place.. These services were con-
ducted by former pilgrim Brother J. A Meggison.

Our prayers go out to Sister Hudgings in this
time of her loss. She is very appreciative of the many
messages of sympathy received from the friends
throughout the country, and wishes us to express
her heart-felt thanks for the same.
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The Day
of Jehovah

B A Great Revolution

l The Forces Gathering
A Message of Hope

Jll Selfishness the Cause
B Birth of the New Order
B Labor vs. Capital

The above is an approximate reproduction of the
front cover of the booklet, ‘‘The Day of Jehovah.”’
This booklet is a reprint of the 15th chapter of The
Divine Plan of the Ages. It is excellent for use in
witnessing work. ‘It is priced at five cents a copy, in
any quantity. Address:

The Dawn 136 T'ulton Street

Brooklyn, N. Y.
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TRUTH PUBLICATIONS
For Personal Use, Gifts; and Witness Work

THE PIVIME PLAN OF THE AGES

The Divine Plan of the Ages will over yemain the
standard present-truth text book, Thoueh wublished
crivinally move than half a contury a-o, it i< still up
to date, and vib-ant with the living message 0 the Mes-
sianic oosvel. Whatever other literature mayv-he used
to introduce the truth, whether tracts, or booklets,
those who he-~ome interested will ultimately need The
Divine Plan of the Ages in order to obta’n a clear, de-
tailed knowled~e of the divine purnose.

We have a new, standard edition of The Divine Plan
of the Ages, bound in blue ecloth, stamped in gold.
These are nriced at 50 cents the single copy, postpaid;
n lots of ten, 30 ecents cach, postage extra. Write
for smecial colnorteur prices. ’

ZIONISM IN PROPHECY

This booklet was prevarved specially as a message
of comfort to the Jews, and has had a wide cirenlation
among them, both in America and in Burove. Tt has
also proved to be very effective as a means of intro-
ducing the trath to Gentiles. Tis review of the fulfil-
ment of B'ble prophecies arouses interest and a desire
for further ‘nformation.
F1 vroenves 7 cowies, postpaid; and in lots of fiftv or
more thev are 10 cents each, carrving charges eollect.

EVOLUTIONISTS AT THE CROSSROADS

This timelv booklet, unlike many treatises on the sub-
tect, does not attemnt to make light of the evolution
theory, bot shows scientifically that it is ont of har-
mony with known facts and with reason. Nothing

Sinele - copies are 20 cents;’

better ¢on be used in witness work where faith in the
Bible has been shaken by the teachings of higher criti-
¢sm, 1f vou have never read it, vou shonld proeure
a copv for wvourself. You’ll enjoy it! 25 cents the
single copv, 6 conles for $1, postpaid.

VEST-POCKET MANNAS
These convenient little Heavenly Manna Books, pub-
lished in Australia by the Berean Bible Institute, are
vriced at 40 cents -each, postpaid. Cloth hound only
now in stock.

HYMNS OF DAWN
This is an exact reproduction of the original Hymng
of Millenn‘al. Dawn. Bound in blue cloth, stamped in
eold, red edges. Single copies 85 cents, postpaid; fif-

teen, or more, 73 cents each, carriage charges collect;
Tots of one hundred, or more, 64 cents, carriage collect.

FREE TRACTS
We have a large assortment of free tracts for gen-
aval distribut’on. Somec of the subjects are: ‘“ The Com-

“ine World Dietator,?”’ ““Earth’s Coming Glory,’’ ¢“What

Ts the Soul?’’ ““‘Coming Back From Hell Soon,”’ ‘Do
Tou Know,”’ ‘“Calamities, Why Permitted,”’ cte. Send
for samvles, or order a su»nlv., In ordering traets
nlease state the number desired, whether a hundred,
a thousand, or ten thousand, or more. These tracts are
fornished free, and paid for from the Tract Fund.
Unon~ request, ecclesia address witl be printed on
quantity lots. -

(Continued {rom page 27)

as the manner of some is; but ex-

surance! May we hold it fast as
we follow on in the way of faith,

CHRISTIAN fELLOWSHIP

becomes a great reality in the
Christian’s life. Those who know
Him and love Him want to do all
-things in conformity with Tis
will.  Especially do they desire to
be sanctified in heart and life, “for
this is the will of God, even your
sanctification.”—1 Thes. 4:3.

Many of the Tord’s people to-
day are having {fellowship in class
meetings both in private homes and
in halls. They believe that such fel-
lowship is good for them spiritually
and that it is carrying out the apos-
tle’s injunction, “Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together,

. horting one another; and so much

the more. as ve see the day ap-
nroaching.”. Verily these can see
the dav approaching, but they know
that before the full rising of the
morning sun a dark time of trouble
is to come unon the world, and they
want to so build themselves up in
the elements of the truth that they
will bhe able to stand against the
wiles of the great adversary and
give a faithful witness to the truth
in these last days.—Heb, 10:25.

“But if we walk in the light [the
truth], as He is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of TJesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1
John 1:7.) This is a Dblessed as-

hope and love!
QUESTIONS:

What is the basis for Christian
fellowship?

What features of the plan of God
esvecially appeal to Christiang and
tend to draw them together?

What docs the apostle mean by
walking in the light? Could we sit
down in the light?

What is the praetical value to us
of fellowship with the people of
God?

Name some good ways of pro-
moting the spirit of Christian fel-
lowship.



- b e

,\ -’7_“—/{'/’%

ERNS 7

"’s‘? 3 5 Wﬁ .
4 /! ! t :
1 L
l/ g J\A ) - 7 T
/ “\ To Us the Scrptures Clearly Teach A\
/ 7 - That the Church is ““the Temple of the Living God’’ -y
\ (9 . —pecuharly ““His workmanship’’; that its construe- '
\ 7 tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age— A
;75 BTN evers since Christ became the world’s Redeemer -and \e(-
PN the chief corner stone of this Temple, through Whmh A
i~ < -+ when flnished, God’s blessings shall come ‘‘to all'‘peo
ple,”” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3:16, 17' '

Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29. #E
That meantxme the chlsehng, shaping and pohshmg,
of. consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin,
progresses and when the last of these ‘‘living stones,”’
elect and precious,’’ shall have been made ready, the
great Master Workman will bring all together in; the
First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with
His glory, and be the meeting place between God: and
men - throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 16:5-8. .- -
‘That ‘the Basis of Hope for the Church and the
World, lies in the fact that ‘‘Jesus Christ, by the grace
-of’ G~od tasted death for every man,’’ “a ransom. for
all;””"and will be ‘‘the true light whlch lighteth every
‘man that cometh into the world,”’ ““in due tlme A
Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
That the Hope of the Church is that she may be:like
hér-Lord, ““see Him as He is,”’ be a “partaker ‘of the
“diwine nature,’’ and share Hls glory as His joint-peir.
21 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:47% 7
“““That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fectmg of the saints for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s W1tness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
of ‘the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev 1:6;

knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by
. Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of “all
.that_was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at *the hands of their Redeemer and His glorified
Church-—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.
-—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35. ;
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