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Armag’eddovn,' Then | WorId Peace

ATAN, we have learned
from Jesus and the Apos-
tle Paul, is the organizing
Bl genius of the world order

of things which has existed since the

flood of Noah’s day. Jesus speaks of

Satan as the “prince” of this world.

Paul uses the same appellation,
describing him as “the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit

[being] that now worketh in the

children of disobedience.” Satan’s
control has been accomplished
through deception. He is known
as “the father of lies,” and is to
be “bound” by the new King, Jesus
Christ, in order that he may “de-
ceive the nations no. more.”

In Revelation, the
chapter, under the symbols of a
great battle and an earthquake—
the greatest of all time—we have
outlined the complete destruction
of present institutions and organi-
zations in the great demolition
which must take place—the clear-
ing of the ground, so to speak, be-
fore the establishment of the suc-
cessor world government, Christ’s
kingdom. In the fulfilment of this
prophetic picture the new govern-
ment takes supervisory control of

sixteenth -

the great conflict, directing the bat-
tle to “Armageddon,” meaning the
mountain or height of Megiddo or
“mount of destruction.” The op-
posing forces in this battle are the
various groups and individuals of
this world whose interests and
claimed “rights” conflict.
According to this forecast of
Revelation, the previous prepara-
tion for the conflict includes the
gathering of “the kings of the earth
and the whole world to the battle
of the great day of God Almighty.”
Their interest in the conflict ap-
pears to be the determined effort
to retain their advantages, their
“right” to reign and rule over, and
frequently to exploit, their fellow
men. :
The Scriptures tell us that this
conflict is to go against the “kings.”
This term includes not only royal-
ty, but also religious, financial and
other mighty ones, together with
their enormous “vested interests”
in the world that has been estab-
lished and, governed by them for
many centuries under - the mis-
leading deceptions and false theo-

" ries of pride and selfishness, and

which has falsely claimed the dis-
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tinction of  being “Christendom,”
meéaning Christ’s kingdom.. -

* . The destructiveness of this battle
to these established institutions is
pictured in the latter part of this
chapter sixteen as a great earth-
quake which progressively destroys,
(1) the “cities [governments] of
the nations,” (2) Babylon, the
great, but false, system of nominal
Christianity, and (3) the mountains
and islands, which, in Bible sym-
bology, we have learned, refer to
earthly kingdoms and other politi-
cal divisions.

When they are brought face to
face with a conflict of such seri-
ous nature that they are in doubt
as to the outcome, and fear its
disastrous effects on human wel-
fare and civilization, commen-
tators of all shades of religious
thought, and some with little or
no understanding of the Book from
which they are quoting, frequently
refer to it as “the battle of Arma-
geddon.”

The great conflict described in
Revelation fully deserves the awe
and fear which it has aroused in
the minds of men. In fact, the
only ones who have been able with
equanimity to view the approach of

that final clash of human interests-

as we enter into its preliminary
skirmishes are those who have
placed themselves on the Lord’s

side, and to whom “the battle of '

the great day of God Almighty” is
but another and a happy assurance
that they are living in. the most
desirable and momentous period
in the history .of mankind since
the fall in Eden; namely, the
“great day of God Almighty.”

Tt is that “day” for which God’s

people have been waiting and hop-
ing and praying for centuries. It
is the day of which the prophets
wrote long before the Christian
era. It is the period of time to
which the Apostle Peter refers
when he exhorts the brethren of
the early church that they should
be “looking for and hasting unto
the coming of the day of Geod,
wherein' the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat . . . .
the earth also and the works that
are therein shall be burned up.”—
2 Peter 3:12, 10"

Fire—Literal and Symbolic

There is much prophetic empha-
sis upon fire as the agency which
would bring about the end of the
world, or age. We recognize that
primarily this is the symbolic “fire”
of human passion. Yet, forty years
ago Pastor Russell, considering the
discovery of electricity and its
great, but little understood power,
suggested that electrical energy
might also have an important part
in the destruction of the “works”
of the present imperfect “world”
in the “day of God,” in the begin-
ning of which, he .was convinced
he was then living.

It has become a commonplace in
recent months to speak of the de-
struction of human life on a scale
which dwarfs our imagination, and
strongholds formerly = considered
invulnerable, a protection from all
known weapons, are now compara-
tively valueless! The destructive
power against which no protection
can be devised is atomic energy—
electric power in the form of radio-
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activity, producing blinding light
above the brightness of the sun,
intense, searing heat, and invisi-
ble rays which, painlessly, but
certainly, destroy life.

" In a recent issue of one of our
popular magazines an article ap-

peared claiming to give a resume.

of a report prepared by officers
of the armed forces who had been
assigned the task of considering
all available data on the offensive
use of atomic energy, and the steps
this country should take for pro-
tection against it, etc. The report
offered no hope unless world-wide
co-operation could be secured for
the control of atomic energy, and
the prohibition of its application to
purposes of destruction. If agree-
ment along this line cannot be
achieved, this writer says, the
armed forces visualize a vast in-
stallation of underground bases
with supplies of all kinds, including
quantities of atomic bombs.

The report referred to is said to
view as reasonably certain that all
principal countries will have the
secrets of atomic bomb-making
within five to thirty years, and that
the potential destructiveness of
radio controlled bombs directed in
quantity against this country would
be so great as to- cripple its pro-
ductive capacity, destroy its cities,
leaving millions of dead and other
millions requiring hospitalization
within the ruins, which could not
be entered by survivors until the
‘death-dealing radiations had abat-
ed. The writer referred to con-
cludes his article in the following
wistful, fearful, and, at the same
time, warning tone:

_co-operation.

 “But one can have enbhgh of

any nightmare, no matter how ac-
curately it may foretell a possible
future. The foregoing is sufficient
to convey the broad outlines of the
alternative which we shall have to
accept—and accept in our own life-
times—if political defenses fail. It
is hard to credit today, in this rich,
easygoing country. Let the reader
understand, however, that the se-
curity will not last if there is no
assurance of world peace and world
And let the reader
understand - also that the picture
which has been painted is not
drawn from science fiction; on the
contrary, it is based on the serious,
informed and expert thinking of
very hard-headed, highly trained
men. When these facts are grasped,
it is easy to see why the chosen
experts of the General Staff, who
must have had similar thoughts,
reached their conclusion that ‘the
only sure defense of this country
is now the political defense.”
“There is no satisfactory alterna-
tive to the political defense. For
the military defense would require
much more than heavy personal
sacrifices by every American; it
would require the sacrifice of prin-
ciples which are the very flesh and
blood and sinew of our soeiety. No
true democracy can maintain an
immense and powerful armament
in a state of twenty-four-hour alert
for years and decades on end. No
true democracy can confide to a
single individual, the rocket con-
troller, ‘such responsibilities as
would be his.  No true democracy,
and especially no American de-
mocracy, can base its international
relations on a ruthless system of



THE DAWN

power alliances. - No true democ-
racy can enforce military discipline
among all its people, or suspend
the right of freedom from search
and seizure, or condemn by dictate
all its great cities and bodily trans-
plant their inhabitants to new
homes. And these are only a few
of the impossibilities with which
the minimum military defense
would relentlessly confront us.
“In truth, there is only one'way
to remove the obstacles to organi-
zation of such a military defense.
The constant, aching, mounting
fear, from which we shall all suffer,
if sound political defenses are not
constructed, may be expected to act
as a sort of chemical solvent, at-
tacking the very foundations of our
state. Fear will poison the people,
and its inevitable concomitants,
mutual hatred and suspicion, will
rapidly divide them. And thus, by
painful stages, we shall sink into
the mood which begets Fascism.
That will make all possible. Once
we have our own Belsens, our own
Gestapo and our own Himmler, we
shall be able to console. ourselves
for our relapse into ultimate bar-
barism with the happy thought that
we are 50 per cent secure. It would
be an unbearably bad bargain.”

The writer then goes on to say
that the only hope for future securi-
ty lies in the “internationalization
of atomic energy” and “making the
United Nations a -working world
organization. capable of settling
world problems by peaceful
means.” Rather a hopeless outlook
when viewed in the light of human
weakness and current moral de-
cline. The Manchester Guardian

- the rest.

(Englarid)',‘ in an editorial appear-

"ing -in its issue -of August 3, ex-

presses a similar thought to the
above. We quote:

“The only long peace the civil-
ized world has known was imposed
by Rome, which fought many wars
and finally subjected all nations
to itself. There are pessimists who
believe we are moving to another
situation of this sort and that we
shall know peace only when one
nation has gained domination over
But as we may believe
that seeking such a descision would
this time mean.the end of civilised
living, the ensuing peace being en-
joyed only by an impoverished

‘remnant encamped in the ruins of

what was, we are driven to look for
mankind’s need along another road.
The alternative is world govern-
ment, and the way to it is barred
by national sovereignty, which at
present refuses to limit its pre-
tensions,; though always in the past
it has ended by seeking to enforce
abroad that will which meets ne
obstacles at home.”

Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel prize-
winning scientist, is quoted in the
Herald ‘Tribune of August 18 as
saying that it may be a “strict ne-
cessity” for the United States to
wage war to control the world be-
fore others have the atomic bomb.
He re-emphasized the viewpoint of
most scientists that there is no de-
fense against the atomic bomb,
saying:

“There is no military defense
against the atom bomb, and none
is to be expected. »

“It is impossible to prevent oth-
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ers from discovering our secrets for
themselves. .

“Atom bombs can be made
cheaply and in large numbers.

“If war breaks out again they
will be used and they will destroy
our civilization.

“Either the United States secures
an adequate international control
which will prevent all countries of
the world from producing atomic
weapons, and which may lead on
to a complete control of war—or
else we begin preparations immedi-
ately for the third world war, in
which atom bombs will be used.

" “There is no solution of this
problem except the abolition of
war.”’

God’s Promises - Give Hope

As an antidote for the hopeless-
ness with which thinking men and
women view the future, we turn to
the prophecy of the Apostle Peter,
which foretold these dark days of
disaster to follow the Iaborious hu-
man effort which—working against
great handicaps of ignorance, su-
perstition and selfishness—has con-
structed the measure of order, lib-
erty, and progress in the art of
living which we call “the civilized
world.” - There we find a silver
lining to this dark cloud of fear
and foreboding which is so rapidly
obscuring the treasured hope of
a world advancing to universal
peace and prosperity. But the
remedy is not of man’s provision,
nor of human vision or promise.
The antidote for discouragement
and fear is in the promises of God,
as -we read, “Nevertheless, we, ac-
cording to his. [God’s] promise,
look for new heavens and a new

earth ‘wherein dwelleth rlghteous-
ness.”—2 Peter 3:13 S

This is the same assurance
voiced by Jesus when, in his great
prophecy regarding the end of ‘this
age, he implied the .develéopment
of powers so malevolent and so de-
structive that, “except-those.days
should be shortened, there should
no flesh be saved: but for. the
elect’s sake those days shall be
shortened.” (Matt. 24:22) Evi-
dently—from this and other proph-
ecies relating to our day—it will
be at the time of man’s utter in-
ability to ward off the impending
destruction of all he holds dear,
that the “shortening” of those days
will take place.

When the “fire” of human self-
ishness—using for destructive pur-
poses the great advancement in
knowledge which has given to man
the power of atomic energy—bids
fair to consume the race, as well
as the “works” he has constructed,
then will that new government for
which Christian people have long
prayed take control and bring or-
der out of confusion. “Thy king-
dom come [the ‘new heavens . . ..
wherein dwelleth righteousness’'—
the reign of Jesus Christ and his
faithful followers]. Thy will be
done in earth [the ‘new earth,” or
new society organized upon the
cornerstone of reverence for God
and his righteous laws].” “The
fear [reverence] of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom”!—Psa. 111:10

But, we ask ourselves, have we
any evidence that the development
of atomic energy and its use in
bombs has caused any considerable -
increase in reverence for God, any
conviction that obedience to his
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precepts is the solution for ‘the
problem of ‘mutual destruction?
That there is present in the world
today an intense, paralyzing fear
of what the future holds in view of
this new means of destruction,
there can be no doubt; nor can
there be any doubt that this fear
is present and magnified in ratio
to the intelligence and knowledge
of the individual. And, while it
~would be a grand result, and
awaken a joy in which every right-
minded person would share, if the
demonstrations of nuclear energy
given us thus far would convert
men, inspire a reverence for God
and the Bible, where do we have
any such evidence?
On the contrary, there has been
little attempt—at least, little if any
reported in the press—to connect
this momentous discovery with the
prophecies of the Scriptures and
thereby to impress upon the na-
tions the claims of the Great Au-
thor to the allegiance and obedience
of all men. - Rather, the world
seems to be content with the sci-
entific aspects of this discovery,
though not now acceptlng it as an
- evidence of man’s great progress
toward perfectlon, as.some a gen-
eration ago were inclined to do
when contemplating their strides
from the simple scenes and aspects
of civilization prior to the discov-
ery and utxhzatlon of steam and
electricity.

. Today, instead, this discovery of
greater import than‘ any develop-
ment of science in the history of
the human race is prompting to
the haunting fear that man is not
prepared in his ethics and princi-
ples to make proper use of this new

discovery. This new product of
scientific achievement instead of
evoking any degrée of pride and
satisfaction, should be the occasion
for humiliation and anxiety in rec-
ognition of the danger to which the
race is even now exposed.

The prophecies of the Bible, in
their marvelous advance record of
every important detail of our day as
well as the events of history, give
us peace and understanding. In fact,
genuine peace is dependent upon
the understanding of these proph-
ecies! There is no other source to
which one can “turn for rest of
mind today, and for a vision of the
future assuring a Power able to
cope with the present situation in
the world—yes, or any which may
develop in the future.

Those prophecies have foretold
the great increase of knowledge
which would take place in the end
of this age; the long reign of sin
and death; Satan’s rule over the
human race through misleading
them from knowledge of their great
Creator, and substituting the prin-
ciples of self-interest, greed, and
fear for those of love, generosity,
and confidence resulting from a
knowledge of God’s Word and an
indwelling of his Spirit.

The prophecies have told us that
in this end of the age, just prior
to the establishment of Christ’s
kingdom, the world would be filled
with violence and that this degen-
eration of human thought and be-
havior would be coincident with
continued professions of faith
in God and reverence for him.
Note the Apostle Paul’s words to
Timothy concerning this evil day
of unbelief:
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“This know also, that in the last -

days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, trucebreakers,
false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof.”—
2 Tim. 3:1-5; Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21

With the deepest relief we note
the assurance of our Lord in Mat-
thew 24:21 that this greatest of all
times of distress among men will
never be repeated' Thank God,
there is an end in sight! The more
convinced we are that the present
time of unprecedented trouble is
the one foretold in the Scriptures,
the more certain we can be, on the
basis of the words of Jesus himself,
that the climax is at hand! Yes,
the Empire of Satan, world-wide,
is to give place to the reign of
Christ, when “they shall not hurt
nor destroy in all my holy king-
dom.”—Isa. 11:9

And these wonderful prophecies
give further details of what we
may expect as this trouble pro-
gresses to its climax, and how that
climax will be met so as to inspire
faith in man, and cause him to lift
his eyes from the terrifying exhi-
bition of human depravity, and the
ineptitude of human rulers in their
efforts to bring about an order in
which he can have confidence and
peace. They tell us that the final
exhibition of human depravity and
selfishness affecting great masses
of men will be in the vicinity of

Jerusalem, that when the Israehtes
have returned to their ancient land
in large numbers and are prosper-
ing there and at peace, the cupidity
of their fellow men will be aroused
and they will seek to subject them
again to their rule, to take captlve,
and to exploit.

Regathering and Trouble

From Ezekiel, chapters 38 and
39, Zechariah 14, and Jeremiah 30,
we may gain a fair picture of what
the future may hold as this time
of trouble develops. In Jeremiah
30 we seem to have a picture of
the reégathering of = Israelites. to
Palestine in a time of sore distress,
such as the present. :In Ezekiel we
believe, we have the divinely pro-
vided picture of the final attack
on regathered Israel, and their de-.

liverance by the miraculous inter-

vention:of God on their behalf..
In Zechariah 14 we have an-
other picture of this final attack on
Israel in. their own land, and an
intimation that the final overthrow
of their enemies may involve the
turning against themselves of a
power which has now been dis-
covered, and which may be re-
ferred to in those remarkable
words: “And this shall be the
plague wherewith the Lord will
smite all the people. that have
fought against Jerusalem; Their
flesh shall consume away while
they stand upon their feet, and
their eyes shall consume away in
their holes, and their tongue shall
consume away in their mouth. And
it shall come to pass in that day,
that a great tumult from the Lord
shall be among them; and they.
shall lay hold every one on the
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hand of his neigHBor; and his hand

shall rise up against the hand of -

his neighbor.”—Zech. 14:12, 13
How comforting is the immediate
sequence to the foregoing proph-
ecy, as recorded in verses sixteen
to the end of the chapter! Note
carefully that it is apparently im-
mediately following this final af-
fliction of Israel, regathered to their
own land, that the Lord miracu-
lously delivers them through the
destruction of their enemies by
means of weapons comparable only

" in their effects to the atomic bombs

now possessed by man. Perhaps
God will do this, as in the case of
the Midianites, by turning the de-
structive forces of Israel’'s enemies
against themselves.—Ezek. 38:21-23

Let us take a full measure of

comfort and encouragement from
the assurance of the Prophet
Zechariah regarding all who are
left of those who attempted the in-
jury of Israel after they were: re-

gathered; and beyond that, his as--

surance that the conversion then
accomplished will include “all the
families of the earth”! We read:

“And it shall come to pass, that
every one that is: left of all the na-
tions which came against Jerusa~

lem shall even go up from year to
year to worship the King, the Lord

of hosts, and to keep the feast of
tabernacles.  And it shall be, that
whoso will not come up of all the
families of the earth unto Jerusa-
lem to worship the King, the Lord
of hosts, even upon them shall be
no rain.”

Let us take courage from these
assurances that “the Lord of hosts”

DAWN

is interested in the Jews today.
He has informed us in advance that
their return to their own land, “a
remnant,” would be in a time of
terrible distress, but that, notwith-
standing all opposition, they would
return. And let us thank God that
Israel’s return, its final persecution
there, and miraculous deliverance,
will be but the precursor of the
extension of God’s sway and pow-
er, backed by justice and love, over
“all the families of the earth.”

It is in that great convulsion in
Palestine, following the return of
Israel and their prosperous and
peaceful establishment, when the
Lord assumes his ancient role as
the defender of his people and their
avenger upon their enemies, that
Israel will be re-converted, that
God will be recognized in his true
character—“sanctified” in the eyes
of Israel, and later, in the eyes of
understanding of all mankind!
Then, we are told, they “shall look
upon me whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for him” as
for their only son. (Zech. 12:9-11)
Their long-looked-for Messiah, in
the person of the Lord Jesus and
his faithful church, will be recog-
nized by them as Jehovah’s instru-
mentality for the establishment of
the Kingdom for which Christians
pray. By accepting Jesus as their
‘Redeemer as well as King, and
obeying the laws of the divine
kingdom, Israel can return to God’s
favor, and together with all na-
tions who similarly must accept
Christ in order to have God’s fa-
vor, enjoy peace and life forever.

—Contributed
© ——
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The Bible Answers

Facts Vs. Superstition

4] Frank, do you think the Bible is
difficult to understand?-

@ No, Ernest, not if we study it
as we should.

€ Why is it, then, that so many
people say they can’t understand
the Bible? Is it because they don’t
try? .

€[One reason is that in our study
of the sacred Word we often make
the mistake of trying to harmonize
it with pre-conceived notions of
our own, or of others, many of
which are, in reality, nothing more
than superstitions that have been
handed down to us from the Dark
Ages. The accumulated mists of
superstition have, in fact, caused
many to lose faith in the good old
Book. They have realized that the
superstitions were not worthy of

consideration, and believing them -

to be taught in the Bible, hence
have discarded it as being un-
worthy of serious ‘consideration.

€[ That being true, it seems to me
it is quite important for all of us
to separate the facts of the Scrip-
tures from the superstitions of the
Dark Ages, if we expect to get the
greatest blessing from our study
of God's Word. . . .. What do you
say if we do a little checking along

10

this line, beginning with the open-
ing chapters of the Bible? . Just
what IS the Bible story of man
when it is stripped of superstition
and mere human assumption?

@[ Well Ernest, according to the

. Bible, God created the first human

pair from the dust of the ground.
This is scientifically correct, for all
of the chemical elements of the
human organism are found in the
earth.

¢ But, Frank, is it reasonable to
suppose that God created only this
one pair of human beings? Is this
truly a scientific explanation of the
origin of man?

@ Yes, Ernest, it is. The present
population of the earth suggests it.
Everybody knows that the human
race has been steadily increasing
in numbers during the entire pe-
riod .of known history. Think of
what the population of Europe
would be today had not America
been discovered five centuries ago!
Now it doesn’t take any extraor-
dinary intelligence or faith, ei-
ther, to determine that if we begin
with the present ratio of increase
in population, and inversely figure
the constant decrease back through
the centuries, we shall eventually
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reach the point where there will
be found but a single pair. And
this we find to be at just about the
time, when according to the Bible,
man was created.

q That IS a good point, Frank,
and besides, there is the fact of
recent archaeological discoveries
which are revealing that man, at
the very dawn of history, had a
higher civilization than in later
times. This also, it seems to me,
constitutes good circumstantial evi-
dence in favor of the Garden of
Eden story of Genesis. But Frank,
what about the story of the Garden
of Eden, and Mother Eve’s crea-
tion?

€ Ernest, the Bible account of
those details is very reasonable.
It tells us that man was first cre-
ated, but that no helpmate was
found for him. Then Eve was
created. And the method is not
unthinkable. If God had the power
to create Adam, surely the detail
of removing one of his ribs, and
from it producing a woman, would
be an easy task for such a Creator,
if he chose to adopt such a proce-
dure. And then there was that
wonderful garden home that God
provided for his perfect human
creation. Surely there is nothing
unreasonable in supposing that
God, after creating man, would
provide a suitable home for him!
Why should anyone make light of
such a story? It is the superstitious
ideas that have been added to the
Adam and Eve story that have
caused so many to lose faith in it.

¢ For example?

 Well, the Book of Genesis re-
veals that God created human be-
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~ ings to live nght here on the earth.

Their commission was to- multlply
and fill the earth.

{{ But Frank, isn’t that what ev-
erybody believes?

€ To some extent, possibly, but
one of the superstitions that has
come down to us from the Dark
Ages is that the earth is intended
merely to be a temporary abiding
place for man—that he leaves here
after a little while, for ufiknown
destinations such as hell," purga-
tory, the “happy hunting ground ?
or what have you? Now if we
separate these superstitions from
what the Bible really teaches then
we discover that the Genesis story -
of creation is reasonable.

q[ Very well, Frank. Let us sup-
pose, for the time being, that the
divine purpose to have the earth
filled and developed by man had
been accomplished, just as God
commanded, how would that have
worked out? It would mean that
the human family, gradually in-
creasing in number, would soon
have found that the Garden of
Eden was too small, and that it
would be necessary to extend its
borders. ‘This happy expansion
would continue until the  earth
would have been filled with perfect
human creatures, and the earth it-
self one vast and beautiful Garden
of Eden. Isn’t that right?

q Yes; Ernest, that’s right.

( But Frank, we all know that
it hasn’t worked out that way.
Does that mean that after all the
biblical viewpoint is NOT true to
facts, hence not reliable?

{{ The Bible account of why mat-
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FACTS VS. SUPERSTITION

ters did not turn out that way is

indeed very reasonable, Ernest.
The Bible reveals, in fact,” that

_lost forever!

God’s original purpose-in the cre--

ation of man, which is that he shall
live happily upon the earth for-
ever, is yet to be realized, through
the divine program of redemption
and restoration. Can you imagine
anything illogical or wrong with a
program of this kind?

gl Of course not, Frank! But it
is difficult to visualize the grandeur
_ of it all. To do so, it is necessary
to rid our minds of all the terrible
pictures of suffering and want that
now lecom up before us.

4@ Ernest, suffering would have
been unknown had man remained
in harmony with his Creator.

€ And what about death? Did
not that also come into the world
as a result of sin? -

€[ That’s right, Ernest. Death
would have been an unknown ex-
perience to the human race, but
for disobedience to divine law. And
this viewpoint is scientific. Modern
science admits even now that living
cells might be able to reproduce
themselves indefinitely if given a
perfect environment. The human
race would have had a perfect en-
vironment, and perfect food. also,
had the Garden of Eden conditions
continued. And more important
than this, man would have enjoyed
the favor of God which would have
perpetuated his life forever.

@ That, of course, would suit
everybody, but why waste time
thinking about something which, if
it ever were a possibility has been
lost forever?
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@ Ernest, that possibility is not
As I have already
said, the divine program -of re-
demption and restoration . through
Christ guarantees that that which
might have been is yet to be. This
is the melodious theme song of. the
Scriptures. The full restoration of
the human race to a state of per-
fect health, happiness and ever-
lasting life, in a world-wide Edenic
home, is the scripturally declared
purpose of God.

g Well, Frank, that IS reasonable!
If God created the earth for man,
and man for the earth, it would be
illogical to suppose that he would
permit opposing forces of deception
and rebellion to thwart forever his
loving designs; or that He would
be forced to adopt some alterna-
tive arrangement in, order to sal-
vage a few of his human subjects
by transferring them to another
state of life. Just the same, though,
is it not true that the Scriptures
hold out the hope of a heavenly
reward for Christians?  Surely
that is not just a superstitious
notion, is it? )

€] No, Ernest, that is not supersti-
tion. But what we have overlooked
in the past is the fact that the
spiritual, or heavenly, promises of
the Bible, are not given to all man-
kind.

€[ In other words, God’s heavenly
promises do not represent a sub-
stitute arrangement whereby ‘he
hopes to save a few of the sinful
race. .

& You have the thought, Ernest.
God’s plan is to restore the fallen
race to its lost condition of perfec-
tion upon the earth. This restora-
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“tion program is' to-be accomplished
‘during, and as a result of, the es-
tablishment of Christ’s ngdom
upon the earth. In order to ac-
complish this great project of res-
toration, both Jesus and his church
are exalted to a very high position
of both nature and glory. The
work of true Christianity thus far
has been merely that of calling and
preparing the followers of Jesus to
be joint-heirs with him in this
great future work of restoration.
From this standpoint we can see,
as the Scriptures clearly reveal that
the call and development of the
church of Christ during this age is
not the sole objective of God’s plan,
but merely a preparatory step to-
ward the accomplishment of the di-
vine purpose to restore the human
race to live happily and contented-
ly upon the earth.

4] Frank, when will God’s recon-
struction program be inaugurated?

g According to the Scriptures,
that is the work which is to follow
the second coming of Christ. The
Apostle Peter describes that divine
program as “times of restitution of
all things, which God hath spoken
by the mouth of all his holy proph-
ets since the world began.”

€[ Frank, that certamly is an all-
comprehenswe promise, isn’'t it?—
the “restitution of all things.” That
_-certainly doesn’t leave any doubt
as to the world-wide blessings

- &

whlch w111 come to the human race
as a result of Christ’s second ad-
vent. But what a different sequel
that is to the second coming of
Christ than the traditional “crack-
of-doom” that was supposed to
follow his return.

@ Quite different, indeed, Ernest!
Here again is the necessity of
separating the facts of the Scrip-
tures from the superstitions of the
Dark Ages, if we are to under-
stand and appreciate the won-
derful promises of God.

¢ But Frank, getting back to the
thought of superstitions versus the
Bible—what about the account in
the Book of Genesis concerning the
serpent which deceived Mother
Eve?

{ Sorry, Ernest, our time is up
now. But if you really want to
learn the difference between su-
perstition and the Bible, I would
suggest that you read the booklet
entitled, GOD AND REASON.
That booklet follows through from
creation to paradise restored. It
shows at every step of the way
how reasonable the Bible is when
viewed in harmony with the plan
of God which it reveals. Anyone
who wishes to know the difference
between superstition and the truth
of the Bible should read the book-
let, God and Reason.

[ Frank! I have a copy.

GOD AND REASON—A vest-pocket booklet of 128 pages is an up-
to-date treatise of many outstanding doctrines of the Bible, and also of
the prophecies relating to our times.

Paper bound, 5 cents.




TEST YOUR HNOWLEDGE

HOW MANY OF THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS CAN YOU ANSWER?

1—In the epistle to the.Hebrews

we are given the definition of
Christian “faith.” Can you quote it?
2—Is faith important in a Chris-
tian’s life? Quote a Scripture text
to support answer. )
3—Can you differentiate between
. “faith” and “credulity.”
4—1 Thessalonians 5:21
reads, “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good.”
To whom does this apply?
5—Is it possible for one to
be a victorious Christian
without the quality of faith?
Substantiate by scriptural citation.
6—In the Gospel account of
Jesus calming the storm on the Sea
of Galilee, we are told that the
disciples in great fear awoke the
Master and said, “Lord save us:
we perish.” (a) What was our
Lord’s reply? (b) What lesson can
we learn from this experience?
7—The majority of the children
of Israel were not benefited when
the Gospel was preached to them
at the first advent.
the gospel not profit them? (b)
What lesson can we learn from
this? ST
8—Jesus said (Matthew- 8:10),
“Verily I say unto you, I have not
found so great faith, no, not in Is-

rael.” To whom was he referring?
9—Complete this text, “So then
faith cometh by hearing, . ...”
10—Name two heathen women of
the Old Testament whom God
blessed because of their faith?
11—In Ephesians 6:10-18, the Apos-
tle Paul exhorts his Chris-
tian brethren to “put on the
whole armor of God”” In
this figurative expression,
~what part of the armor was
used to represent our faith?
12—Is faith alone all that is
necessary to be a victorious
Christian? If not, what else is nec-
essary? Quote scriptural proof.
13—The Bible clearly states that
belief in Christ is necessary to our
salvation.—“Neither is there sal-
vation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we
must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) What
then-is the hope of salvation to the
faithful men and women who lived

~ before Christ died for them? What
(a) Why did °

scriptural proof can you give?
14—“Be thou faithful unto death
and I will give thee a crown of
life.” . (Rev. 2:10) What is this
“crown of life” promised to the
faithful Christian  of the Gospel

age?

(Answers on page 60)

WISDCM FROM ABOVE—THE NOBLEST SCIENCE, THE BEST INSTRUCTION
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EVELATION, chapter
fifteen, has for many
# years been recognized
as contalnlng a prophecy regard-
ing the true church under the
symbol of God’s temple in heav-
en. For many years present
truth journals have carried an
epitome of '‘Christian doctrine,
under the caption, “To Us the
Scriptures Clearly Teach.”. It is

now carried on-the .out51de back.

cover of The Dawn.” The sec-
ond paragraph, supported by the
reference, Revelation 15: 53-8, de-
scribes the development of faith-
ful followers of Jesus into his
character likeness, their partici-
pation in the “first resurrection,”
and their exaltation as the anti-
typical temple, to be “the meet-
ing place between God and men
throughout the millennium.”
The setting of this chapter is
indicated by the events of chap-
ter fourteen. The fourteenth
chapter evidently marks the be-
ginning of a new section in the
Revelation narrative of the his-
tory of the church of Christ. It
has been interpreted as the out-

16

line, in symbols, of the events of
the end period of the age—the
period Jesus referred to when
he said, “The harvest is the end
of the world [age].”—Matt. 13:
39

Chapter fourteen relates to
events which many of us have
witnessed - namely, (1) . recogni-
tion® of the’ fact that -the true

‘church of Christ is a distinct and

separate company, and consists
of 'a definite number, 144,000;

(2) a world-wide proclamation

of “the everlasting Gospel”; (3)
recognition that the hour of
God’s judgment has come; that
it begins at the professing, but
apostate church, whose rise and
misdeeds the previous chapter
has portrayed; and (4) the call
to come out of Babylon, and that
now—since “the hour of His
judgment is come”—any who as-
sociate themselves with, and sup-
port this false religious system,
will share in her ]udgment and
plagues.

Chapters fifteen to nineteen

‘may be considered detailed pic-

tures .of these same events de-
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scribed in the general picture of
chapter fourteen. Outstanding
in the chapter under considera-
tion—the fifteenthi—are two re-
markable points: (1) the temple.
is opened in heaven, and the ark
may be seen (see also Revela-
tion 11:19); but the temple is
not yet open for men to enter
until (2) seven vials, containing
the seven last plagues, are
poured out.

This separation into two gen-
eral lines of thought is also il-
lustrated in the statement of the
principal activities of the seven
angels and the singing of those

who have overcome - the beast -

and his image. ' First, a song of -
praise; and second, the seven
angels receive, and pour out, the
contents of seven golden vials
upon various elements of Chris-
tendom.—The seventh of these
. plagues ushers in the greatest
earthquake of all time, the sixth
having poured his vial upon the
great river Euphrates, resulting
in the “battle of Armageddon.”—
Chapter 16
Many of the symbols of Reve-
lation find their counterpart, or
type, in the records of the Old
Testament; and this is undoubt-
edly true with respect to -the
events pictured in this chapter.
Turning to the record of the con-
struction of Solomon’s temple
and its dedication, in II Chroni-
cles, chapters 2 to 7, we find that
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it throws a flood of light upon
the symbols of this chapter.

DEAD IN CHRIST RAISED

An interesting thought sug-
gested by a study of the con-
struction of Solomon’s temple is
that the faithful saints who are to
constitute the members of the
true “temple” class (I Peter 2:
4-6), are raised in their new
spiritual bodies at the beginning
of the “harvest” period—at the
beginning of the time in which
the saints in the flesh have been
given an understanding of the
period in which they. are living.

'Those members . still - in' the,
flesh 'have been informed that
the “hour. of His judgment is-
come,” éndhave received such
thorough knowledge of -the di-
vine plan of the ages that they
can declare the “everlasting
Gospel” of God’s gracious pur-
pose to “bless all the families of
the earth” in the “times of resti-
tution” to follow this Gospel age.
—Rev. 14:6-11; Gen. 12:3; Gal.
3:8, 16, 29; Acts 3:19-21

How perfectly the dedication
of Solomon’s temple about a
month before it was completed
pictures the resurrection of the
saints—the antitypical ‘“temple”
class—while some of their num-
ber remain in the flesh. (I Kings -
6:38; II Chron. 7:10) These, we
kave learned, will, as their in-
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dividual course is finished, be
“changed  in. a ‘moment,” “be
caught up together with them
[the risen saints] in the clouds
[of trouble], to meet the Lord
in the air,” as the Apostle Paul
foresaw.—1 Cor." 15:51, 52; 1
Thess. 4:15-17

The Revelator also mentions
the saints still in the flesh at this
time. They are referred to in
“a voice from heaven, saying,
.... Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their
[sacrificing] labors; and their
works [of serving God and his
cause and his people] do follow
them.”—Rev. 14:13

In the dedication of Solomon’s
temple we find a number of de-
tails corresponding to the de-
- scription of its antitype in
Revelation, chapter 15. . The ac-
count is found in II Chronicles,
chapter five. When the time ar-
rived, the priests brought in the
ark, which had previously been
housed in the tabernacle, and
carried about in the forty-year
- wilderness journey, during the
period of the Judges, and in the
development of the kingdom of
Israel to the zenith of its glory
under King Solomon.

The ark evidently represents
The Christ in glory. See Colos-
sians 2:2,3. It was brought into
the most holy of the temple—a
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~room in all its dimensions twice

the size of the most holy of the
tabernacle of the wilderness. Its
place was before the two enor-
mous cherubim, whose out-
stretched wings reached entirely
across .the thirty-foot-wide end
of the most holy. The staves by
which it had been carried by the
priests from  place to place in
their journeys were “drawn out”
so that they couldn’t be ‘seen
from a distance. This implied
that there would be no more
need for them as a means of
transporting the ark, for it had
now reached its final abode and
resting place.

In the antitype, those saints
yvet in the flesh—in the “court”
where sacrifice is offered, and in
the “holy” where incense is of-
fered—can “see” by faith the
antitypical ark, the risen saints,
in their glorious abode. From
their vantage point they cannot
see the “staves,” yet they know
about them and that there will
be no further need for them, the
long journey of the true church
of Christ having come to an end,
the “end,” or harvest, of the age
having been reached, and the
vast majority of the temple class
having been raised “in glory.”

THE SONG OF MOSES

After the priests had placed
the ark in position, overshad-
owed, “covered” by the out-
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- spread wings of the two cheru-

bim, they came out of the most .

holy apartment. They gathered
at the south end of the court, be-
side the altar of sacrifice. In
that immediate vicinity was the
great laver at which the priests
washed. There they were joined
by Levites, singers. The one
hundred and twenty priests with
trumpets, and the singers, “were
as one.” They sang a song, a
hymn, to God—the song of
Moses—saying, “For he is good;
for his mercy endureth forever.”
—II Chron. 5:11-13

The account in Chronicles does
not speak of this hymn as the
song of Moses. But it is a por-
tion of the declaration which
God made to Moses, and in vari-
ous forms and portions is repeat-
ed by the prophets and psalmists
so frequently that it has been
aptly called “The Refrain of the
Bible.” We recall the circum-
stances, recorded in .Exodus 33:
18 to 34:8. Moses had been
given a marvelous demonstration
of God’s power in the plagues
upon the Egyptians; the deliver-
ance of Israel through the Red

Sea; the miraculous provision of

food and drink for the people;
and, finally, the mighty convul-
sion of nature at Mt. Sinai.

GOD’S GLORY

But Moses felt that notwith-
standing all of these many and
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dlvers1ﬁed zllustratiobS' of God’s.
infinite power, he had yet to be-
hold Jehovah's “glory.” Andso-
he presented his bold and urgent
request, saying, “I beseech thee,
shew me thy glory.” To this re-
quest of his faithful servant God
partly acceded. He could not for
Moses’ own sake, open his serv-
ant’s eyes to see the divine spir-.
itual body, and so he explained
to Moses, “For there shall no
man see me, and live.” We are
told by Paul that God dwells
“in the light which no man can
approach unto.” So God merely
enabled Moses to discern, in a
measure, his glorious presence.
—I Tim. 6:16

But in that marvelous moment
when God “passed by before
him,” he proclaimed his “glory”
—the glory of the perfect char-
acter and principles of the al-
mighty Creator of heaven and
earth and all things. Many im-
portant proclamations have been
issued by earth’s rulers, but
never such a proclamation as
this; never one of such grandeur,
such far-reaching import; never
one affecting the welfare and
destiny of every member of the
human family! Let us repeat the :
proclamation: -

“And the Lord passed by be-
fore him, and proclaimed, The
Lord, The Lord God, merciful
and gracious, longsuffering, and
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abundant in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands [of
generations—‘His mercy endur-
eth forever’], forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin, and
that will by no means clear the
guilty; visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children,
and upon the children’s children,
unto the third and to the fourth
generation [instead of exacting
the full penalty from the sinner
himself, which might have ex-
tinguished the race. God has
permitted sin-to find its penalty
and retribution in progressive
generations].”—Exodus 34:6, 7

Properly awed by the majestic
Presence, and the proclamation
revealing the “name,” the “glory,”
the character - of God, Moses
“made haste, and bowed his head
toward the earth, and wor-
shiped.” (Exodus 34:8) Well
may every intelligent creature
do likewise in contemplation of
that scene and message.

- But Moses was not slow to
make use of this new revelation
of God’s character, which he had
so earnestly sought. In Num-
bers, chapter 14, we find him
interceding for the faithless and
rebellious nation, which had re-
fused to proceed to the occupa-
tion of the land of promise.
There, probably as a test and
demonstration of the grandeur of
Moses’ character God proposed
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to destroy the rebellious nation;
and “make of thee [Moses] a
greater nation and mightier than
they.” (verse 12) Note how
well Moses had apprehended the
truth of God’s character, and

. how fully in accord with it his

own disposition and character
had been reconciled. His reply
is given in verses 13-19, and the
Lord’s response in verse 20.

We are particularly interested
in Moses’ reference to that won-
derful proclamation: “And now,
I beseech thee, let the power of
my Lord be great, according as
thou hast spoken, saying, The
Lord is longsuffering, and of
great mercy, forgiving iniquity
and transgression. . . . . Pardon,
I beseech thee, the inquity of
this people according unto the
greatness of thy mercy.”

It is this same theme; namely,
that God is good, merciful, just,
abundant 'in mercy and truth,
that runs through the Old Testa-
ment. Portions of that famous
proclamation to Moses can be
found in many places. For ex-
ample, Psalm 103:8, 17; Joel 2:
13; II Chronicles 30:9; Nehemiah
9:17, 31; Jonah 4:2. And it is
this that we find to be the theme
of those priests and Levites in
their song at the dedication of
Solomon’s temple as mentioned
foregoing—“For he is good; for
his mercy endureth forever.”

The acceptance of the temple
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was indicated by the “cloud”
with which it was filled when
this anthem of praise was being
sung: “For the glory of the Lord
had filled the house of God.”
This representation of Jehovah
was a darkness so intense that
the priests could not enter and
engage in their ministry therein
until the cloud lifted. Note
Solomon’s explanation; his joy-
ous recollection that God had
“said that he would dwell in the
thick darkness.” He now had
the assurance that God was will-
ing to accept and use this temple
as a place for dispensing his
blessings to Israel, and so “the
king turned his face, and blessed
the whole congregation of Is-
rael.”—II Chron. 5:13, 14; 6:1-3

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Immediately following, in chap-
ter six, we have the prayer of
dedication in which Solomon re-
counts his expectations and long-
ing that this temple will be rec-
ognized and used by Israel as a
constant reminder of their alle-
giance to Jehovah; and that,
whatever their problem, or er-
ror, or distress they will turn
toward this house where God
has placed his name and insti-
tuted a means of reconciliation
and mercy. '

The typical nature of this en-
tire arrangement, to be fulfilled
on a far grander scale when the
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true temple is complete and
functioning for the eternal rec- .
onciliation of all mankind, gives
special significance to the details
of Solomon’s prayer. In it he
contemplates trial and test of the
sincerity and truthfulness of
witnesses; and requests that God
will judge “by requiting the
wicked, by recompensing his
way upon his own head; and by
justifying the righteous, by giv-
ing him according to his right-
eousness.” (II Chron. 6:23) He
anticipates that Israel will sin,

.and that Goed will use other na-

tions as his agents for their
chastisement; that for the same
cause they may be taken cap-
tive, . they may suffer from
droughts, pestilence, mildew, lo-
custs, ‘caterpillars, etc.

Solomon summarizes his en-
treaty for Israel, saying that
when they turn toward this tem-
ple and repent, “Then hear thou
from heaven thy dwelling place
[the temple, Solomon recog-
nized, was only a place where
God had agreed to ‘put his
name’ (I Chron. 6:18-20)],
and forgive, and render unto
every man according unto all his
ways, whose heart thou knowest.
. . .. that they may fear thee, to
walk in thy ways, so long as they
live in the land which thou gav-
est unto our fathers.”—II Chron.
6:30, 31 .

Nor were the blessings of this
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typical arrangement intended
only for the ‘natural children of
Israel, as this further quotation
from Solomon’s prayer clearly
indicates: “Moreover concerning
the stranger, which is not of thy
people Israel, but is come from
a far country for thy great
name’s sake, and thy mighty
hand, and thy stretched out arm,;
if they come and pray in this
house; then hear thou from the
heavens, even from thy dwelling
place, and do according to all
that the stranger calleth on thee
for; that all the people of the
earth may know thy name, and
fear thee, as doth thy people Is-
rael, and may know that this
house which I have built is
called by thy name.”—II Chron.
6:32, 33

FIRE FROM HEAVEN

The final events of the dedica-
tion included a further miracu-
lous demonstration of God’s
acceptance. At the conclusion of
Solomon’s prayer, we are told’
that “the fire came down from
heaven, and consumed the burnt
offering and the sacrifices; and
the glory of the Lord filled the
And when all the
children of Israel saw how the
fire came down, and the glory of
the Lord upon the house, they
bowed themselves with their
faces to the ground upon the
pavement, and worshiped, and

praised the Lord, saying, For he
is good; for his mercy endureth
forever.”—II Chron. 7:1-3

The glory of the Lord still
filled the house. The priests
could not yet enter to minister
there; but now, when the divine
acceptance of the burnt offering
and sacrifices is manifest to them,
the people of Israel join in the
same hymn of praise previously
sung by the priests and Levites
—the “Song of Moses”; the “Re-
frain of the Bible.”

Turning now to Revelation,
chapter fifteen, we perceive a
marvelous correspondence to
these details in connection with
the dedication of Solomn’s typi-
cal temple—so remarkable a
correspondence that the conclu-
sion seems fully justified that we
are living in the period of time
and witnessing the events con-
nected with the dedication of the
true temple. We have long be-
lieved, on the basis of many
prophecies, that the temple class
is nearly complete, just as Solo-
mon’s temple was nearly, but not
quite, complete when it was dedi-
cated with those ceremonies and
demonstrations of God’s accept-
ance.

We see, too, that the saints
who “remain [in the flesh] unto
the coming of the Lord,” have
been in the court of sacrifice,
close by the altar; they have
been standing by the antitypical
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“sea,” the contents now mingled
with the “fire” of God’s judg-
ments in the “day of wrath.”
And they, too, have been singing
a song. Their song has been the
same as that of the typical priests
and Levites—the “Song of
Moses”—but now with an added
theme, “The Song of the Lamb.”

THE “SONG” TODAY

Have we heard that song, and
participated in it? Yes, it is what
we speak of as “the divine plan
of the ages”—“present truth.”
This great enlightenment upon
God’s character and plan, the es-
sence of the Law of Moses, and
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, has

“put a new song in our mouth,
even praise unto our God P
Psalm 40:3

And, as in the type, so in the
antitype today, these saintly
singers anticipate a great addi-
tion to the number who will join
in this “Song of Moses, . ... and
the Song of the Lamb” not im-
" mediately, but as soon as the
meaning of these dark days of
trouble through which the world
is passing, is recognized. And
so they sing, “Who shall not fear
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy
name? for thou only art holy:
for all nations shall come and
worship before thee; for thy
judgments are made manifest.”
—Rev. 15:4

Another picture of the glori-
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. the sealed scroll.

ous outcome of Gods plan for
the blessmg of all his creatures:
is given us in the fourth and fifth
chapters of Revelation. It pre-
sents a spectacle far more mag-
nificent than the dedication of
Solomon’s temple. It includes
the exaltation of the church, the
true temple, and following that,
the reconciliation of the world
of mankind. But it also contains
details not directly related to
these, and presents in a glorious
drama the full accomplishment
of what Paul speaks of as “the
mystery of his will, according
to his good pleasure which he
hath purposed in himself: that
in the dispensation of the fullness
of times he might gather togeth-
er in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, a.nd
which are on earth; even in
him.”—Eph. 1:9, 10

The scene is the glorious pres-

"ence of Jehovah. The period of

time is a span of 3,000 years, or
more. The Lamb, recently
“slain,” now also, “the Lion of
the tribe of Judah,” has taken
He has be-
come the Executor of God’s pro-
gram for human reconciliation
and recovery. ‘A hymn of praise
is heard, called a “new song
“Thou art worthy to take the
book, and to open the seals
thereof: for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us [Sinaitic MS
them] to God by thy blood ouf
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" of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation; and hast
made us [Sinaitic MS, them]
unto our God kings and priests:
and we [Sinaitic MS, they] shall
reign on the earth.”

And then ‘“the voice of many
angels” was heard and the an-
them swells to a resounding, full

-which is in heaven, and on the

earth, . and such as are in
the sea, and all that are in them,

‘heard I saying, Blessing, and

honor, and glory, and power, be
unto him [God] that sitteth up-
on the throne, and unto the

Lamb for ever and ever.”—Rev.
5:13 ’

chorus. “And every creature —Contributed’

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts

OCTOBER 3—“Great peace have they which love Thy law, and nothing
shall offend them.”—Psalm 119:165 (Z. '04-24, Hymn 99)

OCTOBER 10—“Ye have put off the old man with his deeds, and have
put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge
after the image of Him that created him.”—Colossians
3:9, 10 (Z. ’04-25. Hymn 82)

OCTOBER 17—“He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His
wings shalt thou trust.”—Psalm 91:4 (Z. ’04-75. Hymn 120)

OCTOBER 24—“And as they led Him away, they laid hold upon one
Simon, . . . . and on him they laid the cross, that he
might bear it after Jesus '—Luke 23:26 (Z. ’04-155.
Hymn 168) -

OCTOBER 31—“Because Thy lovmgkmdness [favor] is better than life,
my lips shall praise Thee.”—Psalm 63:3 (Z. ’01- 246,
Hymn 129)

Leaning on Him, make with reverent meekness
His own thy will,
And with strength from Him shall thy utter weakness -
: Life’s task fulfill.
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Courageous Dealing

“Deal courageously, and the Lord will be with the good.”
—2 CHroniIcLES 19:11

# HERE is a divine over-
i sight of the affairs of
d those who serve God
recognized here, and a divine
blessing may be expected eventu-
ally upon all who deal justly. All
heathen religions, as well as the
Christian religion—the religion of
the Bible—incline to lead the dev-
otee to expect divine blessings.
But no other religion sets forth,
as does the Bible, a just God. No
other religions are founded on the
principle of justice. This is one
reason why the Bible has had
potent influence for liberty. Wher-
ever it has gone, it has been “lib-
erty enlightening the world.”

There is no partiality with the
Creator—no class distinction with
him—neither high nor low, rich
nor poor, noble nor peasant. It is
for this reason that when the
- teachings of the Lord were before
the Israelites they were a liberty-
loving people. In proportion as
they fell into idolatry, they lost this
spirit.

Bible Brings Liberty

With the spirit of liberty, of
course, will go the spirit.of hero-
ism. Therefore the Bible is the
source of the valiant qualities of
the early church in their with-
standing persecution. Later on,
when human traditions' and hea-
then philosophies were heeded in-

25

stead of the writings of Jesus and
the apostles and prophets, the spir-
it of subjection, the spirit of
slavery, the spirit of fear, the spir-
it of ignorance, proportionately
prevailed, and brought on the Dark
Ages. With the blessed influence
which “comes from the Word of
God, we see, since the time of the
Reformation, the spirit:of liberty
more manifest. Wherever the Bi-
ble has gone, the spirit of liberty
has gone. Wherever the Bible has
not gone, the spirit of liberty has
not prevailed. ’

Witness, too, the so-called Chris-
tian countries where the Bible has
been ignored—Russia, Spain, Por-
tugal, and large districts of France,
Poland, etc. Wherever the Bible
is, liberty is more and more mani-
fest. Even where the people do
not recognize the Bible, the spirit.
of its teachings has had its effect.
There is something of a realization
that all are of one flesh and blood,
one common brotherhood.: God
created of one blood all people that
dwell upon the face of the whole
earth. (Acts 17:26) There are, of
course; advantages in the way of
birth, education; ete. Various cir-
cumstances - affect conditions. But
all mankind are responsible to the
Creator, who is the great Judge
over all. He is to be looked to as
the One who will give rewards and
punishments.
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Dealings Under Law Covenant
* QOur text gives the words of the
great king of Judah who became a
reformer. He found that various
degrees of injustice had crept into
the customs of the people under
the previous kings. In appointing
officers and judges, King Jehosha-
phat exhorted them to give their
opinion according to the principles
of justice. He said, “Deal cour-
ageously, and the Lord will be with
the good.” The Lord would bless
those who would be faithful. The
Lord would be with the good work
that they would do, if they would
do it faithfully.
We are to remember that there
was a special arrangement exist-
ing between God and the people
of Israel. Under that arrangement
the Lord was to bless them in pro-
portion as they were loyal to him
and to the principles of his gov-
ernment. We are not, therefore,
to apply these words indiscrimi-
nately to other nations, if some in
other nations had attempted some
kind of reform. God was not un-
_dertaking to deal with other na-
tions at that time. He was letting
them get a general lesson under
their own supervision.

Text Not Applicable to
Nations Today

God intervened only where it
would be injurious to allow certain
peoples to carry their evil course
any further; as, for instance, in the
case of the Ninevites, the Sodom-
ites, and the Amalekites. We
could not say that we could apply
this text today; and that if some
good people were in public. office
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and should- deal courageously and
put down. all the wrong and uplift
the right, God would give them
success in the work. God is not
dealing with the nations at all.

His whole dedling at this time
is with the church. The world to-
day is still doing as it has always
done, seeing what it can do for it-
self. In all probability these re-
formers today who would deal
courageously would bring upon
themselves great persecution if
they should attempt to interfere
with many of the entrenched vices.
Entrenched vice is hard to handle.
Occasionally the world produces
men who handle such things in a
noble way. -There are noble men
inside and outside the church. But
we cannot say that the Lord would
be with all of them.

It is a mistake to say that the
present governments are under the
grace of God. The Bible says that
the governments of this time are
under the influence of the prince
of this world, and that he has the
upper hand at the present time.
But when Messiah takes his great
power and reigns, then Satan will
be bound.. Then' all the evil in-
fluences will ‘be brought under the
control of the messianic kingdom.
From that time onward, the saints
will deal courageously in Messiah’s
millennial kingdom, and shall reign
for the purpose of putting down
sin, until eventually Christ shall
have accomplished ' the work of
causing God’s will to be done on
earth, even as it is done in heaven.

Church to Judge In Next Age

The point we notice, then, is that
our text was applicable to the Jews,
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COURAGEOUS DEALING -

because they were a typical peo-
ple of God. The king of Israel
made use of these words to certain
ones whom he appointed judges in
his day. The church is now being
prepared for the work of judging
in the kingdom. The Lord distinct-~
ly tells us that we are not to judge
before the time. In the kingdom
we shall judge. Then it will be
our business to judge. Then we
shall be required to render right-
eous and courageous judgment, in
full accord with the Lord’s instruc-
tions.

As the Apostle Paul says, “Know
ye not that the saints shall judge
the world?” (1 Corinthians 6:2)
We do know it. Our experiences
now are fitting us to judge the
world later, that we may do it
successfully, courageously, lifting
up all mankind who will to the
glorious standard of perfection. All
the evildoers shall be cut off. Then
every knee will bow and every
tongue will confess, to the glory of
the Father and of the Son.

Church Now Judges Along
Certain Lines

The Scriptures instruct us that
now the church should judge its
members along certain lines. We
are not to judge one another’s
hearts. On the contrary, we are
to take one another’s word for
their heart condition. But we are
to judge one another’s conduct. If
one should live immorally, it would

be the duty of the church to deal
with him according to the immor-.
ality of his conduct. The apostle
asks, Why should you go to law
with the brethren before unbe-
lievers? If you are unprepared
to judge yourselves.in small mat-
ters, how would you ever be pre-
pared to judge in great matters?

In our judging, we are to re-
member the lines along which the
Lord would have us judge. The
Lord will be with the good, we
may be sure of that fact. But we
are to deal kindly, affectionately.
“Be kindly affectioned one toward
another, with brotherly love.”” In
dealing with one another, in pro-
portion as we lay down hard, in-
flexible lines of judgment, -in that
proportion we would be fixing the -
gauge of the Lord’s judgment with
us. “For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged.” With
what. allowance we mete out to
others, the Lord will judge us. We
are to be sympathetic with others,
and to remember that all need
mercy and forgiveness, even as we
hope for these for ourselves,

Whoever has a duty .to perform,
let him not fear but be courageous;
and in doing unpleasant tasks
which are necessary, let us per-
form them in a kindly manner,
both justly and lovingly. Let us
not fear man, but rather fear the
Lord, and be intent on pleasing
him.,

—Reprints, March 1, 1914
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Hélpful Hints for Bible Study

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.”
—2 TimotHY 2:15

"4 HE Bible is God’s specifi-
M cation book in which he
a) tX4 outlines his arrangement
for the recovery of the human race
from sin and death. As the great
Architect of the divine plan of sal-
vation, he has caused his specifi-
cation book to be written, not to
reveal his plan to the casual reader,
‘but as a guide to those who enter
his service as co-workers with him
in its execution.. (1 Cor. 3:9) And
it is necessary to be careful stu-
dents of the Word if we are to be
acceptable co-workers, or, as our
text states, workmen “that needeth
not to be ashamed.”

It is for this reason that our mo-
-tive for studying the Bible should
be a correct one. The Bible is such
a vast storehouse of knowledge
along so many lines that almost
" anyone who peers into its pages at
all, irrespective of the motive, is’
_ quite sure to find something of
value. But the richness of its treas-
ures is available only for those who
study it with the true motive,
which is the desire to learn and do
God’s will, or, as Paul puts it, to .
show one’s self “approved unto
God.”

If we study the Bible to “prove
some pre-adopted creed,” it is cer-
tain that we will “understand but
little what we read.” The same
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is true if we read the Bible merely
to see how long it will take to read
it through. Just as the Bible was
written specifically and only to di-
rect God’s people in their doing of
his will, so its knowledge concern-
ing his plan can be appreciated on-
ly by those who study it with this
pure motive of knowing the divine
will and being strengthened and
encouraged to do it.

“For the Lord giveth wisdom:
out of his mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding,” writes Solo-
mon. And again: “He layeth up
sound wisdom for the righteous: he
is a buckler to them that walk up-
rightly.” (Prov. 2:6, 7) There are
millions who read the Bible more
or less, and a smaller number who
study it with a considerable degree
of regularity. All of these derive
some benefit, but few of them see
in the precious Word the outline
of God’s plan to destroy sin and
death. The vast majority of those
who read the Bible do not so much
as know that God has a plan.

Why is this? TUndoubtedly the
chief reason is that of not having the
proper motive. Jesus explained that
those who will to do the Father’s
will shall know the doctrine. (John
7:17) This simply means that if we
have devoted ourselves to the
knowing and doing of God's will,
the divine plan—and particularly
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that part of the plan which applies
to us—will be revealed to us. as
we earnestly study the Bible with
this desire and determination in
mind.

We think it is safe to carry this
principle still further and say that
to a great extent our differences
of understanding of any particular
point of doctrine or text of Scrip-
ture reflect varying degrees of de-
votion to the one idea of discern-
ing God’s will with the view of do-
ing it regardless of the cost. Even
the slightest desire on our part to
interpret a text, or understand a
doctrine in keeping with our own
preference, is sure to distort our
judgment to some degree.

The will of God for his people in
this age is that they sacrifice all
they have and are in his service,
becoming co-sacrificers with Jesus
in laying down their lives for the
brethren and the world. If our
consecration is not complete and
we are not wholly willing to walk
in the way of sacrifice, we will
tend to interpret the Scriptures in
such a manner as to justify our un-
willingness to carry out the terms
of our covenant of sacrifice with
the Lord.

Even a slight measure of pride,
or ambition, or vainglory, will dis-
tort our understanding of the
Scriptures. A desire to please
friends or relatives; rather than the
Lord, will likewise cause us to
place erroneous interpretations up-
on texts of Scripture which may
have a bearing on what we want to
do. Any measure of self-will, even
though it be ever so slight, will
hinder us from enjoying that clear
vision of truth which otherwise
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‘eould be ours if our motive in Bi-

ble study were purely and only

that of showing ourselves approved

unto God. ‘
Rightly Dividing the Word

Another essential rule for suc-
cessful Bible study is that sug-
gested by the apostle in his second
epistle to his beloved spiritual
son Timothy of “rightly divid-
ing - the Word of truth.” The
division of the Word referred to
by the apostle would include the
consideration of time; that is, a
recognition of the fact that in -the
plan of God there are various ages
during which God’s purposes de-
velop toward completion, and that
any given detail of the plan that
is true of one age may not neces-
sarily be true of another.

The apostle gives us a good ex~
ample of how necessary it is thus
to rightly divide the Word of truth
by telling of some in his day who
were teaching that the resurrection
of the dead had already occurred.
He brands this an error of doc-
trine. The great doctrine of the
resurrection is firmly established
in the Word. It is one of the great
fundamentals of the divine plan,
so essential to the success of the
plan of God that without it the
whole human race would perish,
remaining asleep in death forever.

No, it could not be wrong to
preach the doctrine of the resur-
rection, but by failing to “rightly -
divide the Word of truth” those
mentioned by Paul had reached the
conclusion, and were so teaching,
that the resurrection of the dead
was already an accomplished fact,
Had these studied the Word more
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carefully, and with the desire on-
1y to know and to do God’s will,
they would have known that the
resurrection feature of the divine
plan follows the second coming of
Christ, hence was not due at the
beginning of the Gospel age.

There is a “due time” for every
phase of the divine plan. In due
time Jesus came, on the occasion
of ‘his first advent. In due time
he died for the sins of the people.
In due time he was raised from the
dead by the power of the Father.
In due time the fact of his death as
a “ransom for all” will be testified
to all. (1 Tim. 2:4-6) So also
there is a due time for the resur-
rection. Jesus, of course, was
raised from the dead at the begin-
ning of the Gospel age. He was
the first of the “firstfruits of them
that slept.”—1 Cor. 15:20

But not until the end of the age,
when our Lord returns to gather
his saints unto himself and estab-
lish his kingdom for the blessing
of all mankind, does the resurrec-
tion feature of the divine plan con-
tinue. Paul explains the sequence
of the resurrection, saying, “Every
man in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ’s at his coming,” or during
his presence.—1 Cor. 15:23

The “order” of the resurrection,
therefore, is that first Jesus and
his church are resurrected, and
then, throughout the thousand
years of the kingdom, the remain-
der of mankind will be awakened
from the sleep of death. Paul
writes again that when Christ de-
scends from heaven, the dead in
Christ shall rise “first.” (1 Thess.
4:16) This makes the order of the
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resurrection as between the church
and the world very definite, and
the only reason any in the early
church could conclude that the res-
urrection was already past is that

‘they failed to “rightly divide the

Word of truth.”

Three Worlds—Four Ages

Enlarging upon the thought of
rightly dividing the Word of truth,
we note that in the divine plan
there are threé worlds and four
ages. The first world, or order of
things, existed before the flood.
The second began after the flood,
and is now being destroyed by the
foretold “time of trouble, such as
never was since there was a na-
tion.” (Dan. 12:1) And since we
are living at the end of the second
world, it is also a transition period
in which the early evidences of the
third world are faintly seen. The
apostle speaks of this third order
of things as the “world to come.”
—Heb. 2:5; 2 Peter 3:13

The period of time during which
the “present evil world”—which is
now coming to an end—has existed,
is divided into ages, and these di-
visions of time are clearly indicated
in the Scriptures by the changing
methods God has employed in
dealing with his people. (Gal. 1:
4) The first 659 years of the second
world we might properly speak of
as the patriarchal age, because
during that time God worked ex-
clusively through individual patri-
archs, such as Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. To and through these he
made his promises—promises
which, when completely fulfilled,
will result in the blessing of all the
families of the earth.
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At the 'death of Jacob God
worked through his twelve sons,
who formed the nucleus of the na-
tion of Israel. God continued to
use this nation throughout the en-
tire period of time from then until
the first advent of Christ. It would
be proper, therefore, to speak of
that period as the Jewish age. But
with the coming of Jesus it was
due time for the beginning of an-
other age. This might properly
be called the Gospel age, for the
work of God during this period is
accomplished through the procla-
mation of the Gospel. No longer is

_ he dealing with a nation as such,
but with individuals who respond
to the call of the Gospel and pre-
sent’ themselves in consecration to
do his will, entering thus into his
service. When all such have been
called, chosen and found faithful
unto death, they, glorified with
their living head, Christ Jesus, will
constitute the “holy nation” men-
tioned by Peter.—Rev. 17:14; 1 Pet.
2:9

The Gospel age ends during the
transitional period between the
second and third worlds, and the
first thousand years in the third
world we speak of as the millen-
nial age. It will be during this

-time that the promises of God per-
taining to the restoration of the
lost paradise will be fulfilled, and
through their fulfilment. all the
families of the earth will be given
an opportunity to accept Christ as
their Redeemer, obey the laws of
his kingdom, and thereby obtain
everlasting life as human beings
here upon the earth.

Now, to rightly divide the Word
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of truth is to discern what portions
of the Bible apply to these various
worlds and ages. For example, the -
promises of God to those who re-
spond to the call of the Gospel dur-
ing this present age assure such of
life in the heavenly phase of the
kingdom with Jesus. They are
spiritual promises, offering glory,
honor, and immortality to the
faithful. (Rom. 2:7) On the other
hand, God’s promises to those who
are enlightened and accept the
provisions of divine grace during
the millennial age are earthly; that
is, they assure believers then of
restoration to human perfection
and life. It is necessary, therefore,
to rightly divide the Word of truth
with respect to these ages if we
are to understand the will and plan
of God for us.

. Not only with respect to the
promises of God, but also concern-
ing the nature of service to be ren-
dered, God’s plan varies from age
to age. It is essential to keep this
clearly in mind, else we will not un~-
derstand what God wants us to do,
hence will not be approved serv-
ants of his, but workmen, rather,
who ultimately will be ashamed.

Nature of Language

If we are to understand the Bi-
ble correctly, another essential rule
to. remember and apply is that of
determining the nature of the lan-
guage used in any particular pas-
sage we may have before us- for
consideration. Is it a parable?
Does it use symbolic or figurative
language? Does it have a typical
setting? Is it a prophecy of things
to come, or is it historical? Or is
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Prayer

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God.”—PHILIPPIANS 4:6

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of meed.”—HEBREwsS 4:16

Watch and Pray

Prayer is. appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give.
In every case should Christians pray,

If near the fount of grace they’d live.

If pain afflict, or wrongs oppress;

If cares distract, or fears dismay;
If want deject, if sin distress,

In every case, still watch and pray.

- Depend on him; thou canst not fail;
‘But ask according to his will;
Then always shall thy prayer prevail,
And nothing shall to thee work ill.

Food for Thought

“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God cor
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”
—HeBrEws 13:15

There are different ways of giv-
ing expression to appreciation. But
the one mentioned in the text is
by 'the lips, which would mean
prayer. Prayer might be defined
as coming to God through exercise
of faith and having a heart inter-
view with him. In this interview
or fellowship with God, the full
and .hearty expression of thanks-
giving and praise is to play an im-
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portant part. Most Christians have
thought of prayer as only the privi-
lege of asking Jehovah for favors
and blessings, but by a close study
of the Scriptures and a little rea-
soning on the subject we can see
that thanksgiving should form a:
large part of our prayer life. Paul
exhorts the church saying, “Con-
tinue steadfast in prayer and watch
in the same with thanksgiving.”

" — NS arN

nd He said unto them, Come yref
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urselves apart and rest awhile”

Mw~~--mm-~~--'\lw~

Just for Today

Lord for tomorrow and its needs I do not pray;

Keep me from any stain of sin just for today.

Let me both diligently work and duly pray;

Let me be kind in word and deed just for today.

Let me be slow to do my will, prompt to obey;

Help me to sacrifice myself just for today.

Let me no wrong nor idle word unthinking say;

Set thou thy seal upon my lips just for today.

So for tomorrow and its needs I do not pray,

But keep me, guide me, hold me, Lord, just for today

One Minute Sermon

This attitude of heart is praying without ceasing.. Sometlmes the
thought may only flash through the mind, but, nevertheless, it brings

a blessing to us.

All of God’s dealings thh the elect class are for their

development; and one feature of this development is to learn to know
whence our blessings come and to appreciate the fact that God is the
Giver, and that. “no good thing will he withhold from those who walk
uprightly.” Prayer lies at the very foundation of all growth and de-
velopment in Christian character. Without its use we could not hope
to increase in favor with God, nor take on the character likeness of

our Head.—c. T. R.

Prayer is a wonderful privilege.
It is a great favor to be permitted
to approach the supreme Ruler of
the universe with our petitions.
We should come, therefore, in the
spirit of deep appreciation, of
earnestness, and humility, and rev-
erence. The greater our earnest-
ness, the more acceptable will be

our prayers, and the more abun-’

dant blessings shall we receive.
—Reprint

s Ul O

“O thou that hearest prayer,
unto thee shall all flesh come.”—
Psalm 65:2

“Pray without ceasing. In every-
thing give thanks; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus con-
cerning you.”—1 Thess. ‘5:17, 18

“And call upon me in the day of
trouble: I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify me.”—Psa. 50:15
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it a literal statement of fact?
In Proverbs 26:7 we read; “The
- legs of the lame are not equal: so
is a parable in-the mouth of fools.”
. Thus, by the. use of a proverb the
. wise man shows-how foolish it is
{0 misuse a parable by construing
it to be a literal statement of fact.
A good example of this is the Para-
ble of the Rich Man and Lazarus.
(Luke 16:19-31) Thousands have
considered it as certain proof that
all Christians go ‘immediately to
heaven when they die, and that all
- sinners go at once to a place of
eternal torment; but actually, the
parable doesn’t say anything of the
kind.
* In this parable the death of two
men is mentioned. It does not say
whether they were righteous or
sinful. The parable says nothing
about heaven, and nothing about
eternal torment. . The statements in
this parable which have been used
to teach the traditional theory of
heaven for the righteous and eter-
nal torture for sinners are that two
men died, and the word torment is
used in connection with one of
them. Every other feature of the
parable must be ignored entirely
in order to use it to prove what
thousands think it proves. On the
other hand, by applying the rule
of language and noting that in this
passage of Scripture parabolic lan-
guage is employed, every item of
the passage becomes beautifully
harmonious; and, by this parable,
the Master illustrates a very im-
portant development in the divine
plan.
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~ Symbolic Language

Symbolic language is widely em-
ployed in the Scriptures, particu-
larly in the prophecies pertaining
to the end of the present age and
the establishment of Christ’s king-
dom. Failure to take this into con-
sideration would lead to great
confusion in our study of the Bible.
Take, for example, the various
prophecies concerning Christ’s sec-
ond advent. They foretold that Jesus
would come as a “thief in the night,”
(Matt. 24:43; 2 Pet. 3:10; 1 Thess. 5:
2-4); that “every eye” would see
him (Rev. 1:7); that he would come

~ with “a shout, with the voice of the

archangel, and with the trump of
God” (1 Thess. 4:16); that he
would come riding upon a horse,
and.also upon-a white cloud with
a sharp sickle in his hand (Rev.
19:11; 14:14); that he would serve
“meat” to his household (Matt. 24:
45-47; Rev. 3:20); and that he
would come with “flaming fire.”—
2 Thess. 1:7, 8

The first two symbolisms above
mentioned reveal the necessity of
realizing that they are figurative
language.. If they were literal
statements of fact they would flat-
ly contradict each other, for one
coming as a thief does not put him-
self on display where everybody
can see him. Nor, as a matter of
fact, does a thief blow a trumpet,
or shout. A thief might ride on a
horse, but he would not surround
himself with flaming fire. These
are all symbolic statements, and
used in the prophecies to illustrate
important truths pertaining to our
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Lord’s return. If we are to know
the truth on this subject we must

recognize this, and humbly,- faith-

fully, and prayerfully endeavor to
interpret properly the various sym-
bols and fit them into the general
picture of Christ’s second advent.*

Figurative Lgniguage

Figurative language is much like
symbolic language in that literal
things and circumstances with
which the ordinary person is ac-
quainted are used to illustrate

truths concerning God’s plan and -

his dealings with his people, with
the world, and with his enemies.
From this standpoint parabolic lan-
guage is also much the same. In
the New Testament the word para-
ble is a translation of a Greek word
derived from a combined word
meaning, “to throw over against,”
or “alongside.” The thought is that
a parable is an illustration thrown
over against a reality to help us
understand it better. This is true
of symbolic and figurative language
as well as of parables. -

A good illustration of figurative -

language in the Bible is that of the
23rd Psalm. Here the Creator is
likened to a Shepherd, and his peo-
ple to sheep. No student of the
Scriptures has ever thought of this
beautiful Psalm in any other light
than that it is figurative language.
The lessons it imparts are so obvi-
ous that the consecrated reader re-
joices in them without even
thinking of the language being
figurative. The teaching of this

Psalm is of such universal appli-.
cation to God’s people, and is so’

‘which is symbolic?

fully : in harmony with what we
all want to believe that no attempt
is made to interpret it literally.
But this is not true-of passages
which can: be ~misconstrued  to
teach theories which have been
developed by human wisdom, and
for which support is sought in the
Bible. In the Parable of the Sheep
and Goats, for example, sheep are
also used in a figurative manner.
This should be obvious to all, and
probably is; but many mistakenly
interpret other parts of this para-
ble as though they were literal;
and the reason is the supposed ne-
cessity to find something in the
Bible to substantiate the traditional
error concerning eternal torture in
a fiery hell.t—Matt. 25:41, 46
The question may be asked, How
can I differentiate between sym-

.bolic and literal language and how

can I know' the meaning of that
Is there any
rule to go by in this connection?
There is no special rule to go by
except to use our reasoning powers
as best we can, and through pray-
er to seek the Lord’s guidance.
His guidance comes to us through
the Scriptures, concerning which
the poet has well said that “God
is his own interpreter, and he will
make it plain.”

The meaning of much of the sym-
bolic and figurative language of the
Bible is so evident that it is readily
grasped. As for example, we are ad-
monished to cast our bread upon theé
waters, and assured that after
many days it shall return. (Eccles.
11:1) No one has ever supposed
that this meant that we should gc

*See “Christ Has Returned”

#See “The Truth About Hell”

Both booklets may be obtained from The Dawn, East Rutherford, N. J.



- THE DAWN

to the edge of a lake, or a river,
or an ocean and throw loaves of
‘bread into the water. All under-
stand this language to mean, rath-
eer, that if we are self-sacrificing in
" scattering ‘blessings of the truth to
. others, such effort will react to our"
.own blessing. Another scripture,
emphasizing the same thought, and
also using figurative language,
states, “He that watereth shall be
watered also himself.”-—Prov. 11:25
The various figures of speech
employed in the Scriptures are al-
ways based upon the prominent
characteristics of the symbols used.
Thus storms and clouds are used
to symbolize the ominous and
threatening conditions in world so-
ciety and the general chaos which
develops into the foretold “time
of trouble such as never was since
there was a nation.” (Dan. 12:1)
Jesus said of this period when the
great time of trouble would be up-
on the world that the “sea and the
waves” would be roaring. (Luke
21:25) God interprets these sym-
bols for us through the Prophet
Isaiah, who wrote, “Woe to the
multitude of many people, which
make a noise like the noise of the
seas; and to the rushing of nations,
that make a rushing like the rush-
ing of waters.”—Isaiah 17:12

The History of the Bible

A considerable portion of the
Bible, especially the Old Testa-
ment is historical. ‘The history of
the Bible is important in connec-
tion with its prophecies and prom-
ises. Helpful and inspirational
lessons may be drawn from many
of the stories of the Old Testament.
" The unfaithfulness of natural
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Israel, for example, is used by
the apostle as a warning to spirit-
ual Israel, and employed as a basis
for admonishing the followers of
the Master not to do as they did.

It is a mistake, however, to use
the historical parts of the Bible as
types, in the sense of trying to at-
tach a -definite doetrinal  signifi-
cance: to each and every detail.
This erroneous method of study-
ing the Bible has led to much con-
fusion among the Lord’s people.
On the other hand, certain events
of the Old Testament are specifi-
cally mentioned in the New Testa-
ment, and a typical meaning
attached to them by the Holy Spir-
it. In such cases we are justified
in accepting them as types.

Isaac is mentioned by Paul as a
type—“Now we, brethren, as Isaac
was, are the children ‘of promise.”
(Gal. 4:28) Moses was a type of
Christ—“A prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up unto you . . ..
like unto me,” and Peter identifies
this Prophet as Christ at his sec-
ond advent. (Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:
19-23) Elijah, in some of his ex-
periences, was a type. (Mal. 4:5, 6;
Matt. 11:14; Luke 1:17) See also
Rev. 2:20; 11:3; 12:6, 14; 12:14;13:5.
And there are other examples of
Old Testament characters specif-
ically referred to in the New Testa-
ment as types. However, even this
doesn’t mean that every detail of
the lives of these characters must
necessarily have a typical meaning.

Other Old Testament Types

In addition to the various Old
Testament characters mentioned in
the New Testament as types, we
also have Israel’s tabernacle and
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its services, together with the
priesthood and the sacrifices of-
fered by them, identified in the
New Testament as being typical

These are types which God super-.

vised in a very particular manner,
saying to Moses in connection with
the building of the tabernacle and
initiating its services, “See, saith
he, that thou make all things ac-
cording to the pattern shewed to
thee in the mount.”——Heb. 8:5;
Exod. 25:40

The Book of Hebrews in the New
Testament gives us the most in-
formation concerning the typical
lessons of the tabernacle and its
priesthood, although Peter, and
Paul in his other epistles, allude
to these types on numerous oc-
casions. Peter wrote, for example,
“Ye....are....an holy priest-
hood, to offer up sacrifices.”—1 Pet.
2:5

By studying these various New
Testament explanations of the tab-

ernacle types, we learn that Is-
rael’'s priesthood pointed forward
to Christ and his church as a royal
priesthood through whom all na-
tions will be ‘blessed during the
millennial age. (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev.
5:10) ‘We learn also that.the sac-
rifice of the bullock on Israel’s an-
nual day of atonement pointed. for-
ward to the sacrifice of Jesus as
man’s Redeemer; and that the sac-
rifice of the Lord’s goat on that
same day represented the sacrifice
of the body members of Christ, his
church, who, suffering and dying
with him, will live and reign with
him in his kingdom. (Rom. 8:17:
2 Tim. 2:12) Thus seen, the history
of Israel’s tabernacle and its serv-
ices conducted by the priests are
much more than historical records.
They are definite illustrations, or
“shadows” of good things to come.
—*—Heb 10:1

(To be concluded in November issue)
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known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him
no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things
~ are become new.”—II CoriNTHIANS 5:16, 1T
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|  PAUL'S EARLY LIFE
OCTOBER 6—Acts 21:39; 22:3, 27, 28; 26:4, 5; Philippians 3:5, 6

GOLDEN TEXT: “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.”
—Ecclesiastes 12:1

AUL has left the record that he
was born in Tarsus, an impor-
tant city of Cilicia, a Roman prov-
ince in Asia'Minor.. While his edu-
cation, especially in the Jewish law,
was obtained in Jerusalem “at the
feet of Gamaliel,” his early years
were probably spent in Tarsus, his
home city. Students of Paul’s dis-
courses and epistles have remarked
upon the difference between his
illustrations and those of our Lord.
Jesus was born in the village of
Bethlehem, and -brought up in the
village of Nazareth. His discourses
abound with illustrations drawn
from nature. ‘Paul’s, on the other
hand, reflect the result of his resi-
dence in a commercial city, where
he had been impressed with the
operations of trade, the life of a
soldier represented in the Roman
army, games, gladiators, slaves, etc.
It is supposed that his parents
were natives of Galilee, who, for
some unknown reason, removed
to the pagan city of Tarsus. We
have every reason to believe that
they were ardent followers of the
Jewish religion, Paul’s father being
a Pharisee. No doubt it was the
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earnest desire to see his son given
the very best education in the law
that prompted him to send young
Paul to Jerusalem for instruction
under the great Jewish teacher,
His hopes were realized, for we
know that Paul became a Pharisee
and at an early age a leader among
them. He says of himself in his
Epistle to the Galatians, “[I] profit-
ed in the Jews' religion above
many my equals [in years, margin]
in mine own nation, being more
exceedingly zealous of the tradi-
tions of my fathers.”—Gal. 1:14
After Paul’s conversion to Christ,
which we will consider in our next
lesson, this thorough training in
the law and the history of Israel
was of great value in his ministry;
and there can be no doubt that it
was under the special providence
of God that he received it. It is
of interest to note his own assur-
ance that from birth his life had

-been under God’s supervision in

preparation for his future mission
—2To reveal his Son in me, that I
might preach him among the hea-
then.”—G@Gal. 1:15, 16

The early Christian maturity of
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Paul, Stephen, Timothy, and proba-
bly others of the early church, im-
presses two lessons upon us. It
impressed the fundamental fact
that man is a sinner; that sacrifice
for sin is necessary in order to be
reconciled to God and receive his
favor.

The law also impressed the es-
sential lesson that no matter how
earnestly one endeavored to do so,
he could not keep it inviolate,
could not commend himself to God
thereby, could not obtain that free-
dom from death which had been
held out for centuries to any who
would develop an ability to “do
these things.” (Lev. 18:5; Matt.
19:17) Thus to Paul, and doubtless
to all of the nation of Israel who
became Christians it was, “a
schoolmaster to bring them unto
Christ.”—Gal. 3:24

Another evident advantage to

those who had been instructed in -

the law in their youth is that they
had acquired thereby a consider-
able degree of character: an un-
derstanding of right and justice;
respect for the rights of others;
generous attitude toward the un-
fortunate; willingness to accept in-
to their community without preju-
dice strangers who, impressed by
the evident care of God for the na-
tion of Israel, or by the grandeur
of his law, desired to join them-
selves to Israel and place them-
selves under that law and become
the servants of God.

The ability of Paul, after the
scales of prejudice had been mi-
raculously removed, quickly to be-
come a leader among the Christians

ers

—able to discourse, and write, and
thus record for the church of Christ
profound treatises on the charac-
ter of God, his holiness, the details
of what divine love means in the
life of a believer—seems to indi-
cate that there had been a very
substantial foundation gained in
his studies of the law. It seems to
indicate that his early training had
developed elements of understand-
ing and character which were not
lost, but became a part of the char-
acter of this devoted Christian -
leader, Paul the apostle,

Our Golden Text summarizes the
moral to be gained from the fore-
going illustrations—and many oth-
“which have come to the
attention of all of us. How impor-
tant for parents to give the best
they have in the way of religious.
instruction and training to their
children of tender and formative
years. - And how important for
youth to acknowledge the claims
of their Creator upon their alle-
giance and love, and to recognize
that there can be no real suc-
cess, or even true progress in life,
unless it is brought under divine
instruction and full fervent obedl-
ence thereto.

QUESTIONS:

Where was Paul’s early life spent, and
what apparent influence resulted?

What influence had Paul's early train-
ing in the law upon his later ministry
as a Christian?

What similar conclusion seems rea-
sonable as we consider others who be-

came leaders in the church at an early
age?

+
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PAUL MAKES A NEW START
OCTOBER 13—Acts 26:9-18; 1 Corinthians 15:8-10
GOLDEN TEXT: “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that

Christ Jesus came into the world

to save smnets ”—1 Timothy 1:15
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N THE Acts there are three ac-

counts of the conversion of Paul
on his way to Damascus—the 9th,
22nd, and 26th chapters. They are
not identical in their details, but
all agree in substance with re-
spect to that miraculous demon-
stration in which the Lord appeared
to Paul in such blinding glory that
his sight was restored only by a
subsequent miracle in connection
with the visit of the fellow disciple,
Ananias.—Acts 9:17, 18

The first part of our lesson con-
sists of Paul’s account of his ex-
perience before King Agrippa. In
it he acknowledges his error, and
declares that his persecution of the
followers of Jesus before his con-
version, was done conscientiously.
“I verily thought with myself,” he
said, “that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth.”—Verse 9

It is difficult for us to understand
how Paul could have believed that
God would have him persecute
such noble characters as Stephen.
And it seems that there must have
been a measure of fault to be
found with him, even though he
was conscientious, for the Lord
chidingly asks, “Why persecutest
thou me?” (verse 4) He implies,
too, that Paul had been given some
measure of information as to the
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quality of the - persons whom he
was injuring, and had failed to
respond to the suggestion—perhaps
only of his own conscience—
that he should discontinue his per-
secution of them. This suggestion
of a previous reproof that was not
recognized, or a qualm of con-
science that was smothered, is indi-
cated in our Lord’s words, “It is
hard for thee to kick agamst the
pricks.”—Acts 9:5

We gain the same impression
from Paul’s subsequent references
to his injurious course against the
early church. In his first Epistle
to Timothy he expresses the
thought that God’s willingness to
overlook his previous conduct and
appoint him to the ministry of an
apostle, notwithstanding he had
been “a blasphemer, and a perse-
cutor, and injurious,” was because
he acted “ignorantly in unbelief.”

In this same letter, Paul claims
the distinction of being the “chief”
of sinners; but happily connects
this evaluation of his own past
reprehensible conduct, with the
abounding mercy of God, saying,
“Howbeit for this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ
might shew forth all longsuffering,
for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on him to life
everlasting.”—1 Tim. 1:13, 15, 16
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The deep humiliation of having

been a persecutor of the church re-.
In the second.

mained with Paul.
section of today’s lesson he claims
to be the “least of the apostles, that
am not meet to be called an apos-
tle, because I persecuted the
church of God.” In this letter to
the Ephesians, this self-abasement
goes even further, in the statement
that he is “less than the least of all
saints.”—Eph. 3:8
No doubt the recollection of his
measurably conscientious, but
wholly wrong course, had much
to do with his preparation for the
great ministry he was to under-
take in accordance with the Lord’s
instructions. It made him more
ready to extend mercy, and to
recommend it to others. Of this
disposition we are given an illus-
tration in his two letters to the
Corinthian church. In the first,
he exhorts them to judge severely,
one of their number living in gross
sin. In his second epistle, after
learning that the church at Corinth
had taken his advice and rebuked
the erring member effectively, and
evidently to his reformation, Paul
urges, “Sufficient to such a man is
this punishment, which was in-
flicted of many. So that contrari-
wise ye ought rather to forgive
him, and comfort him, lest perhaps
such a one should be swallowed up
with overmuch sorrow.”—1 Cor.
. 5:1-7; 2 Cor. 2:4-8
Several important lessons are il-
lustrated in the conversion of Paul,
which we have briefly reviewed.
One is the danger of even a con-
scientious person, but insufficiently

alert to the instructions and spirit
of the Lord’s’ Word, being misled
into a course opposed to the One
he desires to serve. It seems not
unlikely that Paul was influenced
by - those opposers of the early
church with whom he was associ-
ated at Jerusalem. Few of them
probably were as conscientious as
he. Paul may have had too much
respect for the organization of
which he was a member—the
Pharisees, perhaps also the San-
hedrin. They were not influenced
by the character and words of those
early witnesses, such as Stephen.
Possibly that is one of the lessons
our Lord had in mind when he re-
proved him on the way.to Damas-
cus. Paul should not have been
influenced by others, but primarily
and personally, and regardless of
others, his conscience should have
been tender and open to the
“pricks” which the Lord had previ-
ously given. Such tests of inde-
pendent relationship to the Lord
and his Word have often been the
experience of consecrated Chris-
tians: the same principles always
apply. We have but the one Head,
and in him we find a perfect ex-
ample of adherence to the Word
and Spirit of God.

QUESTION S:

How d1d Paul refer to his persecu-'
tion of the early church?

What effects on his after hfe and
ministry can be reasonably traced- to.
his great error?

What special lessons can we draw
from his wrong course, and how may
his conscientious misconception of God’s
will be explained?
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PAUL TRAINS FOR HIS WORK
OCTOBER‘ 20—Acts 9:19-22; 11:25, 26; Galatians 1:17-24

GOLDEN TEXT: “Straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues;
that he is the Son of God.”—Acts 9:20 .
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S IN the accounts of our Lord’s

life and ministry in the four
Gospels it is impossible to trace
with certainty the sequence of the
various incidents, so also in the
trecord of Paul's conversion there
is a difference of opinion among
students as to whether he began
his ministry in Damascus immedi~
ately, or whéther his three-year
sojourn in Arabia intervened. If
the former view is correct, we see
evidence of the miraculous enlight-
enment of Saul, the former per-
secutor, as well as the complete-
ness of Paul’s consecration and his
remarkable zeal—the same which
he had previously exhibited in his
pursuit and injury of Christians,
now turned to the service of the
One whom he had ‘been ignorantly
persecuting.

If, as many believe, Paul spent‘

three years in Arabia before he
began the ministry in Damascus
described’ in Acts 9:20, it was no
doubt a period in which the law
and the prophets were again close-

ly studied and. their harmony with"

and foreview of the Gospel es-
tablished. Probably there, too, he
received some of the visions and
revelations of which he speaks in
2 Corinthians 12:1, 7, and gained
that assurance with respect to his
message which enabled him later
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to accomplish such grand results
in the face and at the cost of such
great and diversified hardships.

If the latter view be correct the
visit to. Jerusalem described in
Acts 9:26 would doubtless be the
same of which Paul speaks in
Galatians 1:18, when he spent fif-
teen days with Peter. The account
of his first effort to associate with
the church at Jerusalem is given
in Acts 9:26-30. We are told that
the brethren there were fearful,
remembering his previous hatred
of them.

How refreshing the statement
that Barnabas befriended him, had
confidence in him, sponsored him;
and as a result he was accepted as
a brother by the apostles and the
church.- His stay there was short,
apparently. He was outspoken and
zealous—“He spake boldly in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and dis-
puted against the Grecians [Jews
who had resided abroad]:—but
they went about to slay him.”
And, when ‘the brethren learned
that his life was in danger, they
“brought him down to Caesarea,
and sent him forth to Tarsus,” his
home. ,

One of the bright experiences of
Paul’s stay in Jerusalem was his
fifteen days with Peter, after
Barnabas had “brought him to the
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-apostles.” (Gal, 1:18; Acts 9:27)
What a precious season of study
and fellowship they must have en-
joyed! Paul’s studies of the proph-
ecies were augmented by “visions
and revelations,”” and now he
learned of the personal experiences
with the great Master which Peter
had enjoyed, and of which he would
tell Paul in great detail! It would
help to offset the sorrow of parting

from the brethren and disappoint-

ment that he could not remain
longer with them.

Paul’s return to Tarsus is sup-
posed to be the same occasion the
apostle describes in Galatians 1:21.
Here he says that after his first
visit to Jerusalem, when he met
the Apostle James, and spent fif-
teen days with Peter, “I came into
the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”
Tarsus, Paul’s native city, was in
Cilicia. How long Paul remained
in Tarsus, Syria and Cilicia, we do

. not know. Doubtless he was dili-

gent in his service of the Lord and
his message during his stay there.

Meanwhile the message had been
proclaimed in Antioch, and “a
great number believed, and turned
unto the Lord.” (Acts 11: 21) When
the brethren at Jerusalem learned
of this new interest “they sent forth
Barnabas, that he should go- as
far as Antioch.” But Barnabas had
not forgotten Paul After his meet-
ing with the brethren at Antioch
and exhorting them all “that with

purpose 'of heart they would cleave,

unto the Lord,” and “much people”
had been “added unto the Lord”
as a result of his preaching, he de-
parted to Tarsus to find Paul.

This account sounds very much:
like the experiences of Bible stu-
dents during the Harvest period
of the age. When Barnabas found
Paul, they both came back to Anti-
och. And there they remained, as-
sembling with the brethren fgr a
whole year. What a precious sea-
son of fellowship, and study, and
service they must have enjoyed!
Yes, and they “taught much people™
too!

We have reviewed briefly the
carly years of Paul after his con-
version. All of the Lord’s provi-
dences for him during that early
period were, no doubt, exactly
what he needed in preparation for
the great missionary tours which
he would later undertake, and in
which he gained the title of ‘“the
Apostle of the Gentiles.” His ex-
perience corresponds to the best
which we, in our own day, have
enjoyed—study, fellowship, serv-
ice; yes, and some persecution no
doubt, if we have been living “god-
ly in Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 3:12)
Training for his later. service was
necessary for Paul. It is nb less
true with us. He who would be
increasingly useful in the Lord’s
service must -diligently use his
present opportunities for study,
fellowship, service, as did Paul.

QUESTIONS:

What resulted from Paul's earliest
efforts to preach the Gospel at Damas-
cus and Jerusalem?

How did the brethren receive him
at Jerusalem, and whom did he meet
there?

How did Paﬁl happen to visit the
church at Antioch?

—
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A WIDENING FIELD OF SERVICE

OCTOBER 27—Acts 13:1-5, 13, 14, 44-46, 48, 49; 14:26, 27

GOLDEN TEXT: “It pleased God . . . . to reveal his Son in me, that I
might preach him among the heathen.”—Galatians 1:15, 16
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ODAY'’S lesson covers incidents

in the first of Paul’s three
great missionary journeys, of which
we have the record in The Acts.
In our previous lesson we have
noted Barnabas and Paul meeting
with the brethren at Antioch for
some time, in the worship of God
and the study of his Word. The
result of these studies was to de-
velop the church, and to bring it
to the point of considering and
praying about means for the serv-
ice of the truth—the spread of the
Gospel.

There were a number of prophets
(public orators) and teachers in the
church, and evidently they began
to think how they might be used
to the glory of God and the bless-
ing of others, as they themselves
had been blessed with the truth.
This is always the case with those
who receive the truth into good
and honest hearts. Properly enough,
they desire to feed thereon them-
selves and to grow strong in the
Lord; but just so surely as the
truth is received, with its spirit,
it gives strength and a desire to
use that strength and knowledge
of the truth for the blessing and
benefit of others. .

The church at Antioch was evi-
dently liberally supplied with
teachers. Evidently, too, they had
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no disposition to hold down or cur-

. tail the endeavors of any who
‘manifested ability in the Lord’s

service. On the contrary, they be-
gan to look about them for larger
fields of usefulness. We are told
that they “ministered to the Lord,
and fasted”—and we may be sure
that they prayed. We are told that
the Holy Spirit directed them to
set apart “Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have called
them.” .
It is worthy of note that the Holy
Spirit sought out the best in the
church at Antioch for this mission-
ary service, thus letting the spirit
of self-sacrifice prevail. Probably
none of the teachers remaining
were the equals in ability of
Barnabas and Paul. This does not
mean that we are to be careless of
the interests of the home congre-
gation in serving others, so as to
leave ourselves unprovided for in
spiritual matters; but in making
our sacrifices to the Lord and his
service we are to seek to give the
best we have. In all probability
the other members of the Antioch
church were all the more ener-
gized, stimulated, and became the

‘more useful.

Then we read that, “When they
had fasted and prayed, and laid
their hands on them, they sent
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them away.” In our haste some -
of us may pay too little heed to-
incidentals of this kind; there
might be today a disposition to take
a vote on what we believe to be
the Lord’s will, to shake hands and
bid the brethren farewell, without
the fasting, and praying, and “lay-
ing on of hands.”

. We may be inclined to ask, What
good would these things do? Un-
doubtedly they would do good:
they would serve to impress upon
all—the missionaries going forth
and the brethren who remained—

- the importance of the Lord’s serv-
ice, and the fact that those who
remalned were having a shale w1th
those who went.

The laying on of hands by the
congregation, or perhaps through
their representatives or the elders,
would not, of course, constitute an
ordination to preach. . These two
brethren had been for some time
among the recognized teachers and
prophets of the Antioch church. It
evidently meant a recognition by
all concerned that Barnabas and
Paul were going forth as repre-
sentatives of the church on their
missionary tour, as well as, pri-
marily, the representatives of the
Lord.

It probably indicated that the
brethren of the church accepted
responsibility for their financial
needs, and would thus be co-labor-
ers with them—sharing as well,
through sympathy and prayers, in
their hardship, necessities, perse-
cutions, and also in their joys. Ac-
cordingly, we find that after this
missionary tour the two brethren
returned to Antioch and made their
report to the church.
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This first missionary tour of Paut

. may have occupled about one year.

The record is given in Acts, chap-
ters thirteen and fourteen. It was
a comparatively short journey, and
did not include any cities of
Europe. As those pilgrims started
their tour they could little imagine
what it would hold for them: how
much joy as they found the Lord
had “opened the door of faith unto
the Gentiles”; how much of hatred
their message would arouse among
the professed followers of God;
how much suffering they would be
called upon to endure.

On their return journey Paul and
Barnabas visited the places where
they had recently proclaimed the
Gospel, “Confirming the souls of
the disciples, and exhorting them
to continue in the faith, and that
we must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God.”
(Acts 14:21, 22) Evangelists on
their outward journey, they were
also pastors. They had faithfully
proclaimed the message and had
no expectation of converting all the
people. at those cities. God was
adding “to the church daily such
as should be saved,” and now they
contented themselves on the re-
turn journey with the work of up-
building the believers, encouraging
them to make their calling and
election sure.—Acts 2:47

QUESTIONS:

Under what circumstances did Paul
undertake his first missionary journey,
and who accompanied him?

What were the results of the trip, to
himself and in the cities he visited?

What kind of ministry received spe-
cial attention on the return journey?



» » A Glorious. View

| ”Boc.vki»ng from Mlount Disgah

Y EFORE Moses’ death God permitted him to go up into Mt.
¢| Pisgah and from there view the Land of Promise. Similarly
4 God’s people of today are permitted to ascend the mountain of
faith and behold things which others cannot appreciate, things
which God has prepared for them that love him. These things are re-
vealed to them through the Word of God, illuminated by his Spirit.
They see God’s promises that the reign of sin and death, which has con-
tinued for over six thousand years, is to be broken; that Satan shall be
bound for a thousand years that he may deceive mankind no more; that
during that period Christ will reign as the King of Glory over the
whole earth.—Revelation 20:1-3

They see that Jesus will not reign alone, but that according to the
Father’s plan the church will be joint-heirs in his kingdom—figuratively
styled his bride. They see that in becoming Jesus’ disciples by a full
consecration of their lives to God’s will, and by the begetting of the
Holy Spirit, they become sons of God. They see that then they must
grow in grace, knowledge, and love, as a new creation, and that they
shall finally experience a wonderful resurrection change, to make them
spirit beings like their Redeemer, and sharers of his glory. The Apostle
Paul describes this great change in his matchless resurrection discourse,

in 1 Corinthians 15:43, 44.

From the Pisgah of faith God’s faithful can see their future glory,
honor, and immortality with their Lord; that they will be kings to rule
the world, under their chief King, Jesus; priests to teach and to heal,
under their great High Priest, Jesus; judges, under him as chief Judge,
to reward, punish, and instruct the world.

. Looking through the telescope of God’s Word, théy see the glorious
restitution .to come to all mankind, lifting them up from Jneanness, ig-
norance, superstition, sin, and death back to God’s image and likeness,
as. Adam first enjoyed this, plus the knowledge gained through the fall
and the rising again.

They see that ultimately the whole earth shall be filled with the
glory of God, that the curse will be no more. They see from the prom-
ises of the Bible that ultimately those who refuse to become perfect will
be destroyed in the second death, and that thus there will be a clean
universe. They see that then the messianic kingdom will end and the
dominion be delivered up to the Father (1 Cor. 15:24), and that other
ages will open up, in which God will show forth the exceeding riches
of his grace toward his faithful elect class, Jesus and the church. (Eph.
2:7) What a wonderful view from: this Pisgah of faith!
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“Ye are manifestly declared to be .the epistle of Christ ministered
by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the
living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy
tables of the heart.”—2 CorRINTHIANS 3:3

ol N EPISTLE is a letter, a communication, a document for
N conveying information. Epistles of Christ, therefore, are
M ¢ instruments for transmitting knowledge concerning Christ
and his part in the divine plan of human redemption from sin and
death. In chapter 5 of this same letter of Paul to the Corinthians the
apostle speaks of themselves in their ministry of the brethren as
“ambassadors for Christ.” Hence for sll who would become ac-
tively engaged in the ministry of reconciliation the expression “epis-
tle of Christ” conveys essentially the same thought, for an
ambassador is one who officially speaks and acts as an' agent for
another. ' ‘

To be an epistle of Christ, one must recognize the Master’s
position in God’s plan. Paul explains this position, saying, “God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” (2 Cor. 5:19)
This is the reason the “Logos was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”
(John 1:14) There would be no Jesus to follow, no Christ after
which to pattern, except that he came to earth to carry out the
Heavenly Father’s purpose of love in the redemption and recon-
ciliation of a lost world. And it is for the purpose of co-operating

47




THE DAWN

in this divine program as Paul explains, that the followers of the
Master have been given the “word of reconciliation,” and that in the
use of this word they are ambassadors for Christ in carrying out
the commission given to him by God to reconcile the world.

Jesus did not write a personal epistle concerning himself and

his part in the plan of God. God’s plan for him had already been
written in his Father’s Word, and he explained to his disciples that
he had given them this Word, and promised that he would send the
Holy Spirit to enable them to understand that Word in order that
through obedience to it they might be sanctified, or set apart, as
his representatives in the divine service. In Moses’ prophecy of
Jesus he explained that this One who would be greater than he,
would speak only those things which were given to him by God to
speak. (Deut. 18:17, 18) Thus Jesus sanctified himself by giving
earnest heed to the things which had been written to guide him in
the divine service; and the same instructions are used by God to
guide the ambassadors of Christ in what they should say, and do,
and be, for they represent Christ—they are his epistles.
" Paul’s comparison, in our text, of the epistles of Christ with the
tables of stone upon which the Ten Commandments were written, is
. very enlightening. Exodus 24:12 explains that the tables of stone
bearing the law of God were given to Moses in order that he might
‘teach the people. And it is for this purpose that “epistles of Christ”
are written, because it is through these epistles that the message of
reconciliation made possible by the blood of Jesus is made known
to those who become the members of the true church now and to
the world in general in the next age. It is a glorious ministry, or
service, and those who are honored by the privilege of participating
in it are said by the apostle to be “able ministers of the new testa-
ment,” or covenant. (2 Cor. 3:6) They not only serve in the
preparation of the new covenant now as they help to build up their
fellow-servants into Christ; but when all the servants are called,
and chosen, and faithful, together, under Christ, they will mediate
the new covenant through which Israel and the world will then be
reconciled to God.

Manifestly, then, it is the engraving of Christ’s likeness upon the
“fleshy tables of our hearts” which constitutes us epistles of Christ.
No one can be a true epistle of Christ who does not become like
him. And what is Christlikeness? What is that great quality

43




EPISTLES OF CHRIST

which, when so deeply implanted in our lives as to govern our
thoughts and words and actions that we become his epistles to en-
lighten our fellow men concerning him and the glorious Gospel
of which he is the foundation? Is it kindness? Is it mercy? Is
it patience? It must certainly include all of these elements of
character, but it is well to remember that throughout the ages
thousands have been models of kindness, mercy, and patience, who
“have not known Christ, many of them professedly unbelievers in
the Gospel of Christ. These have at times, been referred to as
“noble unbelievers.” These noble traits of character, therefore, do
not in themselves make one a Christian, an epistle of Christ.

Is the Christlikeness which constitutes us epistles of Christ his
great knowledge and wisdom? Certainly Jesus was very wise!
His knowledge of the divine plan was unexcelled, and surely we
should endeavor to copy him in these gualities, although admittedly
we will always come far short of being as wise and as knowledge-
able as Jesus. He had a perfect memo_ry’, hence could retain what
he learned; but we are “leaky vessels,” hence much that we learn-
slips away from us with the passing days and years. No, knowledge
alone, even though so very essential, does not constltute Christ-
likeness. This thought is clearly stated in a Reprint article dated
October 1, 1916, from which we quote:

“And what is the message, what is the epistle, that is written in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit through various agencies? Is it the
knowledge of chronology? Is it the unraveling of types and shad-
ows? Is it the cracking of hard, theclogical nuts in respect to
differently understood passages of Scripture? Is it the knowledge
of the history of the Jews, the history of the world, the history of
the church? Is it the understanding and appreciation of the dif-
ferent covenants, past, present, and to come? No, it is none of these! -

“All of these subjects have more or less of value, and are more
or less used of the Lord in connection with this writing that is to
be done in the hearts of his people. But writing the epistle of Christ
is different—the writing, the tracing of the character-hkeness of the.
Master in the hearts of his people—his meekness, his gentleness,
his patience, his long-suffering, his brotherly-kindness, his love,
his joy, his peace.” :

Here is a very comprehensive statement of truth, yet to grasp
its full import it is necessary to examine its every detail. It re-
minds us somewhat of Paul’s lesson on love, and how it is so often
misunderstood. (I Cor. 13) Paul makes it plain that faith and
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hope and self-sacrifice and knowledge, without love, are valueless;
but he does NOT say that we can have true Christian love without
faith and hope and self-sacrifice and knowledge. “Without faith
it is impossible to please God,” the Scriptures tell us, and Paul was
too loyal to God and to his Word to teach that faith was of no ac-
count in the Christian life.—~Heb. 11:6

So it is in the quotation above. The great objective to be ac-

complished through knowledge along all scriptural lines is empha-

sized, but not with the thought of discounting the importance of
the knowledge. As a matter of fact, Brother Russell states that all
the various items of knowledge he mentions are used by God as
agencies through which the epistle of Christ IS written in our
hearts. And the doctrines are indeed God’s agencies, or tools,
through the proper use of which this divine objective is wrought
in us. Surely, then, we could not expect this epistle to be written
if we discard the tools which God provides to do the writing!

True, in our text Paul states that the writing of the epistle of
_ Christ in the fleshy tables of our hearts is done by the Holy Spirit,
but it should be remembered that the Holy:Spirit, or influence and
mind of God, reaches us through his written Word, and not inde-
pendent of it. Every part of the Old Testament was written either
by the direct inspiration, or under the supervision of the Holy
Spirit. So was the New Testament. Hence, the moulding influence
of Bible doctrines is properly said to be a work of God’s Holy
Spirit, or power.” It is the power of his mind, his thoughts, over
our lives, transforming them into the likeness of Christ.

And it was obedience to the Word of God that made Jesus what
he was, hence obedience to the same Word of God will make us like
Jesus. Seen in this scriptural light the “unraveling of types and
shadows” had much to do in moulding the life of Jesus. There was
the type of the passover lamb, for example. When, at the time of
his consecration, the heavens were opened to Jesus, he was able
to see that the sacrifice of this lamb pointed. forward to a sacrifice
he was to make as the “Lamb of God” who was sent to “take away
" the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) Additionally he saw that the
bullock which was slain on Israel’s annual day of atonement, like-
wise pointed forward to a sacrifice he was to make.

Because Jesus “unraveled” these types and understood that
they pointed out a course of sacrifice for him, he meekly permitted
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himself to be led as a “lamb to the slaughter.” (Isa. 53:7) Here,
then, we have an illustration of the Master's meekness. It was not
merely the matter of being meek for meekness’ sake. Such a meek-
ness might well be weakness. But Jesus’ meekness—the meekness
which we should endeavor to copy—was the quality of meekly sub-
mitting to the will of God as that will was revealed through the
Old Testament Scriptures by its types and shadows, and otherwise.

It follows, then, that if we are to be meek as Jesus was meek,
we too need to know something of the types and shadows which
point out our course of sacrifice. Nominal churchianity knows little
of the true typical lessons of the tabernacle. Not discerning the
mystical body of Christ, nominal church writers fail to see that the
sacrifice of the body members of Christ is pointed out in the
types. The bullock and also the two goats used in the typical
atonement day sacrifices they interpret as all illustrating the sacri-
fice of Jesus. Failing to “unravel” the types correctly they do not
see the privilege of sacrifice, hence the Christian life is not seen by
them in its true light as being primarily one of sacrifice unto death.
And so, while one may learn meekly to submit to hardship, the im-
portant thing is enthusiastically to espouse the truth of Christ, and
meekly to submit to whatever persecution may come as a result,
even though it may lead to death. - Such meekness, and no other,
is the meekness of Christ. o

The Reprint article further inquires concerning the epistle of
Christ, “Is it the cracking of hard, theological nuts?” Of course
not! However, the ability to do this is ably reflected in Christ. It
was his ability to interpret correctly the Scriptures that gave him
so much advantage over his enemies, and enabled him so success-
fully to resist temptation. Call to mind in this connection the Mas-
ter’s refutation of Satan’s temptations—temptations which were
presented in the guise of scriptural truth. Remember Jesus’ quota-
tion in this connection, of words previously uttered by Moses, “Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.”—Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4

Modernism, claiming that doctrines are unimportant, that there
is enough in the 5th chapter of Matthew to save any man, that all
one needs to do is to believe in Jesus, totally ignores this state-
ment which Jesus approves, and which shows that every part of
the Word of God is important to life. Time and again Jesus ex-
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emplified in his life his thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, and
his ability to use them to refute his enemies. This was an important
element of his life which we are to exemplify. We, like Jesus,
are to be ready always to give “a reason for the hope that is in us,
with meekness and with fear.” (1 Pet. 3:15) We are to “study
to show ourselves approved unto God, workmen that need not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”—2 Tim. 2:15

Yes, Christlikeness does imply a working knowledge of the
Scriptures. It does mean the ability to handle the Word of God
to advantage. Not perfectly, as was the case with Jesus, but to
the degree of our knowledge and understanding. There are many
respects in which we cannot attain to his perfection, but it should
be our constant endeavor to get as close to that divine standard as
possible. Concerning Jesus the Heavenly Father had written, “By
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many.” (Isa.
53:11) Yes, it was by obedience to his knowledge of the divine
plan that Jesus proved his worthiness to be the world’s Redeemer
and Savior. And it will be by our obedience to the same knowl-
edge that we now have and will have the privilege of colaborlng,
with Jesus in‘the work of- reconciliation. :

Again the Reprint article asks concerning the eplstle of Christ,

“Is it the knowledge of the history of the Jews, the history of the
world, the history of the church?” And again the answer is, No!
Nevertheless as Brother Russell states, this knowledge is used as
one of the means of writing the epistle. How true! ‘The knowledge
of the history of the Jews had a great influence in the life of Jesus,
‘guiding him to take the steps in which we are to walk. So did
his knowledge of Gentile history. So also did his prophetic knowl-
edge of the history of the church.

It was because he knew the history of the Jews and its relation-
ship to God’s plan that he said to the nation of Israel on the eve
of his crucifixion, “Your house is left unto you desolate.” (Matt.
23:38) Combining his historical knowledge with his prophetic
vision enabled Jesus to set forth that marvelous prophecy which
answered the disciples’ questions, “What shall be the sign of thy
presence, and of the end of the age?” (Matt. 24:3, Greek) And
when Jesus said in this prophecy that his people should be watchers,
he meant that they, too, in order to discern the signs of the times
which would betoken his presence and the end of the age, would
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need to acquaint themselves somewhat with the history of the
church and the world.

When the Apostles Paul and Peter foretold the great apostasy
of the church, they were merely following the example of Jesus.
They realized, as Jesus 'did, that to be able to discern this develop-
ment of apostasy would mean much to all true Christians. It could
—and did in many cases—mean the difference between standing
aloof from the “beast” and its “image,” and joining in with it and
thus losing the favor of God in this age. Failure today to discern
the obnoxious and blasphemous nature of these foretold apostate
systems of Christianity is leading some to feel that after all it is
not essential to be separate from “Babylon.” Holding this view,
they seem willing to accept as teachers those who are more or less
contaminated with nominal church teachings.

It was because Jesus knew the course of history as it fulfilled
the prophecies of the Bible that he held aloof from the corrupted
religious systems of his day claiming to represent God. He knew
that it would be useless to put a new patch on an old garment, so
he called his people to separate themselves from the world of his
day, and to follow him, witnessing to them the Gospel of the new
‘kingdom to be established when he returned. Thus we discern
another element of Christlikeness; namely, his conformity to the

- will of God which separated him from the world and the worldly.
And it was his knowledge of history which helped to reveal this
portion of the divine will to him. Let us then seek to pattern
-after him in this also, and thus be true watchers in Zion. .

Is Christlikeness the “knowledge of chronology”? the Reprint
article asks. No, of course not, but Jesus’ knowledge of chronology
and of the time prophecies of the plan of God had much to do with
the outworking of the divine will in him. And proper consideration
of the same time features of the divine plan will help to mould us
into his likeness. The time features of the divine plan are very
closely associated with its historical aspects. Jesus meekly sur-
rendered himself to be crucified when the “due time” came, but
not before; and there were many other occasions when Jesus was
influenced in his course of action by the time features of God’s
plan. :

So, if we are to be truly like Jesus, thus qualified as his epistles,
his ambassadors, we too must give heed to ‘“‘time.” This is very
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important now because we are at the overlapping of the ages, and
_a failure to discern this and to act accordingly might well mean the
difference between being children of the light and children of dark-
ness. The time features of the plan involve the period of Christ’s
presence; the “harvest” which is the end of the age; the call to
come out of “Babylon”; and the preaching of the “day of vengeance
of our God.” As Jesus was guided by the time features of the plan
which applied to his day, is it not apparent that true Christlike-
ness calls for the placing of similar importance upon the dispensa-
tional truths now due to be understood and applied?

How can we be like Christ if we do not do as he did? How
can we be epistles of Christ, his ambassadors, if we ignore the
directives of the Holy Spirit through the written Word which we
know occupied so important a place in his own life and ministry?
Obedience to the time features of God’s plan has separated us from
Babylon. If these truths are not important, why should we have
heeded the call to come out of Babylon? (Rev. 18:4) We might
just as well have remained with her until her end come. If through
present truth we have learned that now God is calling his people
outl of Babylon, and if we have heard and obeyed that call, let us
treasure the truth pertaining to this important development in the
plan of God, and not by word or conduct discount its importance,
either in our own lives, or as one of the qualifications for teachers
in the church. : ‘

Finally, inquiring further as to what constitutes the epistle
of Christ, Brother Russell asks: “Is it the understanding and ap-
preciation of the different covenants, past, present, and to come?”
“No, it is none of these,” he answers. But how true his further
observation that all these various truths are used by God in writing
the epistle of Christ in our hearts. These truths certainly had much
to do in sanctifying Jesus. “I sanctify myself, that they also might
be sanctified through the truth,” Jesus prayed. (John 17:19) And
he did this by obedience to every truth revealed in the Old Testa--
ment. It was this that he agreed to do at the time of his baptism.

Jesus knew that the Law Covenant was coming to an end for
all who accepted his leadership and came under the provision of his
blood. Those who do not know that today, are far afield from the
truth as Jesus would have been in his day had he not discerned
correctly and acted accordingly. Jesus knew his true relationship
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to the covenant God made with Abraham. He knew that he became
associated with that covenant by his own covenant of sacrifice with
the Father. He knew that his blood was the blood which, after
doing its work of purifying the church as servants of the new cove-
nant, would further be used as the basis of reconciliation for all
under the new covenant arrangements when the church, together
with him, would serve as its mediators. Understanding this, Jesus
invited participation in his death by offering his disciples “the fruit
of the vine” which, he said, was (represented) the blood of the
new covenant.—Matt. 26: 27-29

And how wonderfully the Holy Spirit also operates through
our knowledge of the covenants to make us like Christ! We, like
him, have entered into a covenant with the Father by sacrifice.
(Psa. 50:5) We look to Jesus as an example of faithfulness in
sacrifice. Knowing that we are called to be servants of the new
covenant, and realizing that we are not sufficient of ourselves for
such an honored position in the divine plan, we rejoice that Jesus’
blood makes us acceptable—‘“sufficient.” (2 Cor. 3:5, 6) And
how clear it becomes from this standpoint that the blood which
makes acceptable the sacrifices of those being prepared to serve the
covenant is indeed the blood of the covenant.

No matter, then, from what angle we view this matter, the
doctrines of the divine plan are seen to be essential as mediums
through which the Holy Spirit is writing the epistle of Christ in our
hearts. How very important it is therefore, that those whom we
choose as teachers in the church be clear in their understanding
of all the doctrines. We might develop meekness and gentleness
without any knowledge at all of the divine plan. But if Christ’s
meekness, his gentleness, his patience, his long-suffering, his broth-
erly-kindness, his love, his joy, his peace, are to abound in our
hearts and lives, we must obtain these fruits of the Spirit from the
same source; and that is from a knowledge of and faithfulness to
“every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” and re-
corded in the Scriptures by the Holy Spirit.

For example, we read that for the “joy that was set before him”
Jesus was enabled to endure the cross and despise the shame that
was heaped upon him. (Heb. 12:2) How great indeed was his joy,
but how was it set before him? It was through his knowledge of the
doctrines, and this joy, based upon. his knowledge, is what
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_Aploduced his Iong-suffermg, his ‘patience. If these same qualities
are to be wrltten in our hearts it will be done only by the proper
use of the same divine provision of the doctrines, the teachings,
which outline the plan of God for us and for the world.

It would be strange indeed if God caused all the glorious
doctrines of his plan to be recorded in his Word as a revelation
of his will to his servants if it is not important for his people to
know them and to understand them correctly. But the truth—ALL
of the truth--IS important for us to know. May we all cherish
the truth in our own hearts as individuals. Let us also use it as
a measuring rod for the qualifications of those whom we choose as
our servants in the church. Let us make sure also, for ourselves
and in deciding who shall be our teachers, that the truth is produc-
ing the “peaceable fruit of righteousness” in us, that, under its
divine influence, the epistle of Christ, his character-likeness, is
being traced in-our lives and in theirs. Thus may we be acceptable
servants of our Heavenly Father, and his obedient children.

._____§_____
Gems of Thought

We are told that the stoutest timber stands on Norwegian rocks,
where tempests rage and long hard winters reign. The muscles are
seen most fully developed in the brawny arm that plies the black-
smith’s hammer. Even so the most vigorous and healthy piety is
that which is the busiest, which has its hands full of good works,
which has neither time nor room for evil, but aiming at great things
both for God and man, promptly and summarily dismisses tempta-
tions with-Nehemiah’s answer, “I have a great work to do, therefore

I cannot come down.” Have thy tools ready, and God will find
thee work. S

The rules’ of the Christian racecourse are somewhat different
than those of a regular foot racetrack in at least one respect if you

stop to help lift up a fallen runner in the narrow way, you help
yourself.

@®

Everyone wishes to have the truth on his side, but it is not
everyone that sincerely wishes to be on the side of truth. There
are two things that we should beware of: that we never be ashamed
of the Gospel, and that we never be a shame to it.




» » Christians Follow

Christ’s Constraining Love

&
“The love of Christ constraineth us.”—2 CORINTHIANS 5:14 -

HE love of Christ is the love of the Heavenly Father. We
could, of course, know something of God’s love apart from
8 { Christ. His love is manifested in the sunshine and the
rain, and in the wondrous provision of all the things we need. Those
who think, see in all these things a manifestation of the Creator’s
love. But, O, the boundlessness of divine love that is revealed to
the Christian through the life of Christ.

The disciples said to Jesus, “Show us the Father,” and Jesus
replied, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” (John 14:9)
Yes, in the life of Jesus, as recorded in the four Gospels, we have a
wondrous close-up view of the Father’s love. It is this love that
constrains us, that is, draws and holds us within its control. And
what is the result of that control? Paul answers; saying that in-
asmuch as we see Christ’s love manifested by the sacrifice of himself
for us and for all, we conclude that we do not really belong to our-
selves, but belong to him who died for us, hence should live unto
him and not unto ourselves.

Christ’s love, therefore, if we are truly constrained by it, should
hold us within this orbit of selflessness. This means that the
moment we find ourselves viewing life and its experiences from the
standpoint of how we can benefit most therefrom, we are get-
ting too far away from the drawing power of the Master’s love.
A daily check-up on our attitude should reveal how close we are
living to Christ, how successfully we are walking in his footsteps.

To the extent that any of the Lord’s people are constrained by
the love of Christ they will endeavor to be guided by his example in
all things.. There are many wonderful examples of faithfulness
given us in the Bible. We think of Enoch, who “walked with God™;
of Abraham, who pleased God by his faith; of Moses, the “meekest
man in all the earth”; of David, the “man after God’s own heart”;
and of others who were noted in various commendable ways. We
can profit by following their example in some respects—but not
altogether—these faithful servants of God did some things we
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should not do. With Jesus, however, it is different. - His entire
life is a pattern for our lives, if we have y1e1ded to the constraining
influence of his love.

Jesus knew God’s plan far better than we know it, and it is
well to keep this in mind in considering the example of his life, He
knew that the kingdoms of this world were all a part of Satan’s
empire, but he did not rail against those kingdoms. He taught,
rather, that we should render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the. things that are his. He knew that the scribes and
Pharisees of his day were hypocrites, and when conversing with
them, he told them so. He didn’t go out of his way publicly to
proclaim this fact to the world, but he did tell the Pharisees
themselves.

™" Jesus, furthermore, could read the hearts of people. He could
say of Nathaniel, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”
And when there was guile, such as he detected in the hearts of the
Pharisees, he was qualified to tell them about it. If we could read
the hearts of individuals today as Jesus did, we could safely follow
his example in dealing with hypocrites. But since we can’t do
this, it would seem unwise to depart from a course of proclaiming

the comforting message of the kmgdom in order to expose the im-
perfections of others.

While Jesus was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from
sinners, being in no way contaminated by his contacts with fallen
man, yet this was not because he held himself aloof from the people,
or separated himself from their company. The scribes and Pharisees
condemned him because he ate with publicans and sinners. There
is an example in this for us. We are to keep ourselves unspotted
from the world, not by holding aloof from the people, but because
the indwelling spirit of God makes us immune to the imperfections
with which we are surrounded. Like Jesus, we can’t hope to bear
witness to the people if we do not come in contact with them. As
Jesus was not contaminated by his contact with publicans and
sinners whom he wished to help, so we can keep ourselves separate
from the world while bearing witness to it.

Jesus knew that the time was not then due for the conversion
of the world, not even of the Jewish nation. He knew that the
Jewish nation would not be converted as a result of his ministry.
Jesus, nevertheless, zealously performed “mighty works” in Chora-
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zin, Bethsalda Tyre Sidon, and Capernaum placing a measure of
responsxblllty upon those cities because they did not repent—
Matthew 11:20-24

. The Heavenly Father’s love which prompted the gift of his Son
- to be man’s Redeemer, is thus mamfested in the Son by his untiring
effort to help Israel see the light and repent. His deep concern is
revealed near the close of his ministry, when he said, “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
.and ye would not!”—Matthew 23: 37

If we are constrained by the love of Christ, we should have no
less interest in our fellowmen than he displayed, especially in our
brethren. We, like Jesus, know that this is not the time when the
world will be converted. We know that only one here and there,
even of those who profess to be Christians, will accept the truth in
this age. We know, furthermore, as Jesus knew, that a glorious
opportunity is yet to be given to all mankind under the favorable
conditions of Christ’s kingdom; but if the constraining influence of
Christ’s love has the same effect upon us as it had upon him, we
will work just as hard and sacrifice just as much to let our light
shine now as though we believed the world actually would be
converted as a result of our efforts.

But we won’t do this in the spirit of accomphshmg ‘great and
wonderful works.” We won’t do it to make a name for ourselves,
or to convince ourselves or others that we have a right to God’s
favor because of our works. We won’t do it in order to build a big
church organization, because Jesus didn’t do it for any of these
reasons.

We will do as Jesus did because we want to be like Jesus, fully
yielding to the constraining power of his love. We’ll do it, not at
the expense of our own growth in grace and love, but because our
increased growth in love impels us to do it. Being constrained by
the love of Christ to lay down our lives in the service of the truth,
and for our brethren, we will also endeavor to follow his example
of kindness, mercy, patience, long-suffering, and brotherly kindness
in all that we say and do. Let us all continue to pray for each
other, that we may be constrained more and more by the love of
Christ, and be more like him-in all things.
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ﬂn | ER To Test Your Knowledge
, Questions (See Page 15)

1—“Now faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.”—Hebrews 11:1

2—Yes. Hebrews 11:6 asserts,
“But without faith it is impossible
to please him [God].”

3—Faith is based upon evidence,
while credulity is a blind . belief

which accepts anything with un-.

questioning mind.

‘4—To every Christian. Our re-
sponsibilities as Christians should
not be shirked by placing them on
pastors or by blindly accepting un-
scriptural creeds. Our faith is
based on the divine Word, not on
men or the traditions of men.

5—No. 1 John 5:4 affirms, “This
is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.”

6—(a) “Why are ye fearful, O
ye of little faith? Then he arose,
and rebuked the winds and the sea;
and there was a great calm.”
(Matthew 8:26) (b). Through faith

. in his power, love, and providences,

the storms of life. are accepted

without fear, and our hearts are’

becalmed. .

7—(a) Because they lacked
“faith” in the message. Hebrews
4:2 reads, “But the word preached
did not profit them, not being
mixed with faith in them that

heard it.” (b) Faith in the Word
of God is essential to enjoy the
blessings the Gospel affords.

8—The Gentile centurion who
desired to have his servant healed.

9—“and hearing by the Word of
God.”—Romans 10:17

10—Ruth of Moab, and Rahab of’
Jericho.. See the Book of Ruth and
Joshua 2 and 6:21-25; Hebrews 11:
30, 31 e

11—The shield—*“Above all, tak-
ing the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked.”—Ephe-
sians 6:16

12—No, the shield of faith is on-
ly one of the essential parts to the
“whole armor of God.” (Eph. 6:
11) See also 2 Peter 1:4-11 and
James 2:26

13—Their hope is in, the resur-
rection from the sleep of death
during Christ’s kingdom reign. See
Hebrews 11:39, 40. For completc
scriptural proof read, “God and
Reason” published by The Dawn.

14—The “crown of life” or “crown
of glory that fadeth not away” is
the promised “immortality.” The
“divine nature” is the crown of
life because it is superior to any
other form of life—1 Peter 5:4;
Rom. 2:7; 2 Peter 1:4

“But sanctify the Lord in your hearts: and be ready al-

ways to give an answer to every man that asketh you a

reason for the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”
"—1 PETER 3:15
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A Key to the Sériptures

Although all human plans are failing, God
has a plan—that is the reassuring fact empha-
sized over and over again in this widely ac-
cepted textbook on the Bible. Written sixty
years ago, The Divine Plan of the Ages has
attained the merited circulation of more than
eight million, and has stood the test of time.
350 PAGE—CLOTH BOUND, 50 CENTS.

PAPER BOUND, 25 CENTS; TEN OR MORE,
18 CENTS EACH.

| The Digine Dlan
of the Ages

Hymns of Dawn

There is nothing more inspiring and more
conducive to peace and happiness in the
home than the singing of hymns, and in
Hymns of Dawn we have gathered the
choicest of all the old time melodious and
devotional songs, such as “Sweet Hour of
Prayer”; “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”;
“The Sweet By and By”; “Nearer, My God,
to Thee”; and “I Love to Tell the Story.”
Unexcelled for personal, home or church use.

CLOTH BOUND, STAMPED IN GOLD,
£1.00; (POPULAR EDITION, 50 CENTS)

Bible Stories for Children

In this topsy-turvy world of today chil-
dren more than ever need to know-about
the promises of the Bible and of their cer-
tain fulfilment. There is nothing that will
prepare them better to face the uncertain
years of this new atomic age.

Each story is colorful, charming, and
thought—provoking. And, like “Alice in
Wonderland,” while intended for children,
it has at once become a favorite w1th adults.
Excellent as a gift.

390 pages. Bound in green cloth gold
stamped, $2.00 postpaid.




i SPEAKERS APPOINTMENTS

Toledo, Ohio

H. E. ANDERSON oledo, Ohio .........cooeininiis 8
Paterson, N. J. veuvvevnvrnens Oct. ¢ Pittsburgh, Pa. .............L 9
Duquesne, Pa. ...........c.cvvnnen. 10
W. A. BAKER Lewistown, Pa. .........cccvuvuen. 1
Detroit, Mich. ................ Oct. 1 Brooklyn, N. Y. ................. 13
glint, Ml(is\[ h ..................... § H. E. DEITRICH
aginaw, Mich. ........coevvvunnnns ; ot
Grand Rapids, Mich. ............ 5,6 Grand Rapids, Mich. ........ Oct. 5,6
Chlicago],( Ill.vv. ..................... 'Lg DAVID DINWOODIE
Milwaukee, Wis. ...............c0
Minneapolis, Minm. ...nomoeees 10 Paterson, N. J. .............. Oct. 27
Spokane, Wash, .................. 12,13 W. J. HOLLISTER
W. T. BAKER Philadelphia, Pa. ............ Oct. 20
Urbana, Ill. ......... Sept. 30-Oct. 1 DR. GEORGE S. KENDALL
Indianapolis, Ind. ................0 ,3  St. Petersburg, Fla. .......... Oct. 4-8
New Albany, Ind. ................ 5,6 . Tampa, Fla. ..vveeivevreronnnnnnns 7
Cincinnati, . Ohio' ... 7,8 "Orlando, Fla. ......oeveeevevnnn... 8,9
Richmond, Ind. .. 9 ° Jacksonville, Fla. -................. 11,13
Dayton, Ohio ......c..vevvvnirnnn.s 10 - Atlanta, Ga. +..vveviveennnnnnn.n.. 14,15
Columbus, Ohio .................. 11 - Chattanooga; Tenn. ............... 16
Pittsburgh, Pa. .............cceuee 13 Knoxville, Tenn. ......c.c..i..... 17-20
East Liverpool, Ohio: ............. 14,15 Cincinnati, Ohio .......c0eevveunn. 22
Shadyside, Ohio New Albany, Ind. ................ 23 24
Charleroi, Pa. v.....ciiiiiaiienann, St. Louis, MO. .iveviviininninnnnns 25
Connellsville, Pa. Mattoon, IlIl. .........ccvvvvenennn. 26, 27
Cumberland, Md. Danville, IIl. .......ccccvevnnnnnn. 28
Washington, D. C. Urbana, III. .........ccovvvinvennnn 29
Baltimore, Md. .... Chicago, Ill. ........ Oct. 30, Nov. 3
Phxladelplua, Pa. .. 5 Roseland, Ill. ..................... 31
Reading, Pa. .......ocovvniiiiiane 30, P. KOLLIMAN
F. A. BRIGHT Reading, Pa. ................ Oct 6
Binghamtoen, N. Y. (Evening) Oct. 5 New Haven, Conn. (Morning) .... 13
Ithaca, N. Y. . ..ciiiiiirnnnninnnn. 6 Waterbury, Conn. (Afternoon) ... 13
Paterson, N. J. ......ccovuiinannn 20 R. A. KREBS
N. T. CONSTANT Danville, IIl. ....... Sept. 30-Oct. 1
Wilmington, Del. ............ Oct. 217 Vi.ncenn.es, Ind. .....ccvvvvvnnnnnn 2
JENS COPELAND Ranses. Gity, Mo, LTI 4
Jackson, Mich. .............. Oct. 26, 27 St. Joseph, Mo. .cvvvevvrininnnnn.. 5,6
Ann Arbor, Mich, ................ Topeka, Kans. ........cevveveennns 7
Detroit, Mich. 29 Wichita, Kans. ........c.ccevvvennns 8,9
Toledo, Ohio .........covvvvnvnnnn. 30 Oklahoma City, Okla. ............ 10,11
Elyria, Ohio ......... 31 Shawnee, Okla
Cleveland, Ohio 1 %dﬂ, c'zklc";\kla .
urant, ..
0. D. DEIFER Dallas, Tex.
Cleveland, Ohio .............. Oct. 4 Ft. Worth, Tex. .....cevvvvvrnnnne. 18
Grand Rapids, Mich. ............. 5,6 Weatherford, Tex. ........civuue.. 19, 20
Detroit, Mich. .................... T Dublin, TexX. ....ccvvviiiirenennnnn 21, 22
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APPOINTMENTS AND CONVENTIONS

Sunset, Tex. ......cccvvvvirvnnnnen 23,24
Jowa Park, Te: . 25
Electra, Tex. .... .. 26,27
Bowie, Tex. ......coveveivennnnnn. 28-30

H. PASSIOS
Duquesne, Pa. ............... Oct. 6

M. A. STAMULAS

Mineral Wells, Tex. Oct. 31, Nov. 1 York, Pa. (Evening) ........ Oct. - 12
York, Pa. (Morning) .............. 13
L. P. LOOMIS ; )
Hartford, Conn. ............. Oct. 13 LancaSter’JPa‘ (VIANmem“n)N """ 13
A. A. LUTZ Monessen 1.’.: ........ HOR EOct 27
Grand Rapids, Mich. ........ Oct. 5,8 ’F S. WASSM AN'& ’

J. Y. MAC AULAY Paterson N J ) Oct 13
Thorndike, Me. .............. Oct. 11 R )
Hallowell, Me. ......cc.cuvenn..... 12,13 G. M. WILSON
gpringdale, Me, toviiiiiniiinnnnn. 14,15 Washington, Pa. ............. Oct. 20
Lymm"Mase. ... 0 W. N. WOODWORTH
New Bedford, Mass. .............. 18 G_rand Rapids, Mich. ........ Oct. 5,6
GI‘OtOIl, Conn. (Evening) ........ 19 th.tsburghl Pa. coviiiiiiinnnnnans 13
Groton, Conn. '(Moming) ....... 20 Pl'nladelphla, Pa. ......c.coiiiiin, 20
New London, Conn. (Afternoon) 2 Allentown, Pa. .......ccvvvvivnnnn. 27

DR. W. S. MARSHALL Wilkes B Hi)L- YOUNG O0ck. 13
Guilford; Me. ........... ... Oct. 6 ' LI%ES BAILE, FA. ..coverene. CL.m oo
Portland, Me. .........ssennneoent 12,13 Lehighton, Pa. ooooorininiinnenn 2.
Belfast, Me. ......ocovuvninrivnnnes 20 - C.W.zAHNOW .
Orland, Me. ........cccvvvimnnennn.. .27 - Fergus Falls, Minn. .......... Oct. 6

- Fargo, N. D. territory ............ 13

EVERETT MURRAY Grand Forks, N. D. territory .... .20

Grand Rapids, Mich. ........ Oct. 5,6 Minot, N. D, territory ............ 27

BOSTON, MASS., Sept. 29—Convention

- opens at 10:15 a. m. Morning meetings
at Faelton Hall, 30 Huntington Ave.
Afternoon meetings at Parish Hall,
Copley Methodist Church, Cor. Exeter
and Newbury Streets, (near Copley
Square).

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Oct. 5, 6—
Afternoon and evening services will be
held at Association of Commerce Cafe,
corner Division and Lyon Streets.
Sunday morning and afternoon meet-
ings at Odd Fellows Hall, 240 N.
Division Street, with the exception of
the public discourse which will be giv-
en at 3:30 p. m. at the Civic Auditorium.
For details as to reservations, programs,
etc., write the secretary, Mrs. Edward
De Groot, 924 Ellsmere N. E., Grand
Rapids, Mich. Phone 72286.

ITHACA, N. Y, Oct. 6—Home of Miss
Mae\}Holmes, 205 E. Falls Street.

HALLOWELL, ME, Oct. 12, 13—Two
day gathering in the City Hall. Write
the secretary, Mrs. T. G. Smith, Route

- 3, Box 142, Gardiner, Me., for reserva-

tions.

PITTSBURGH, PA,, Oct. 13—O. of 1. A.
Temple, 610 Arch Street, N. S.

REXFORD, N. Y., Oct. 13—Home of C.
F. Plath. Take Saratoga Bus at Schen-
ectady and get off at Blue Barns.

SAGINAW, MICH., Oct. 13—Woman’s
Club, 311 N. Jefferson Street.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,, Oct. 20—Regu-
lar third Sunday convention. Pioneer
Hall, Main Floor, Lumber Exchange



THE DAWN

Bldg., 5th and Hennipen Avenues.

PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct.
Y. W.C. A, 18th and Arch Streets.

ALLENTOWN, PA, Oct. 27—For de-
tails, write the secretary, Mrs. Allen
Moyer, 1917 Greenleaf St., Allentown,
Pa.

CHICAGO, ILL., Oct. 27—All day
gathering, Central Masonic Temple, 910
N. LaSalle Street.

DETROIT, MICH., Oct. 27T—All day
gathering, Maccabees Bldg.,, Woodward
Avenue at Putnam.

JACKSON, MICH., Oct. 27—One day
gathering in Odd Fellows Temple, 111
Cooper Street.

20—

ROSELAND, ILL., Nov. 10.
later.

NEW LONDON, CONN., Nov. 17—Un1on
Hall, Union Street.

PHOENIX, ARIZ. Dec. 29-Jan. 1—It
is requested that reservations be made
early. Write the secretary, Mr. E. H.
Herrscher, Jr., 407 Heard Bldg., Phoenix,
Ariz,

Details

BRITISH APPOINTMENTS
J. HUMPHREY

Portsmouth

Kettering

Gift Suggestions

GREETING CARDS, Su.nshme Line:
Birthday cards. No. B207, box of. ten,

fifty cents; Everyday cards No. 67, box -

‘of ten fifty cents. Pease Line: Birth-
day cards, box of twenty-one, $1.00.

CHRISTMAS ‘CARDS. Sunshine Line:
. No. 46, twenty=one for $1.00; No. 36, ten
for ﬁfty cents.

POEM POSTCARDS. Selected poems
on duplex pastel stock, twenty cents
a dozen.

BRADLEE FOLDERS. General as-
sortment of texts and messages, five
and ten cents apiece. Birthday mes-
sages, ten cents each. New assortment.

STATIONERY. Ten assorted Scrip-
ture texts. Packet-Medium size, Rip-
ple Bond, 100 sheets, 50 cents; 100
envelopes, 50 cents.

BOXED STATIONERY. Five assorted

' Seripture texts at top. Pastel blue. 75
- sheets, 50 envelopes, $1.00 per box.

CROSS AND CROWN EMBLEMS:

- Pins and buttons, $2.85;° Pendants, $3.60.

WEYMOUTH’S TRAN; SLATION (New
Testament): Pocket, $2.00; Regular cloth,
$3.00; Leather, $5.50.°

MOFFATT'S TRANSLATION
and New Testaments): cloth, $3.50.

EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT: cloth $2.10.

WESTMINSTER DICTIONARY OF
THE BIBLE (Davis Revised Edition):
658 pages, $3.50.

PELOUBET'S DICTIONARY OF THE
BIBLE: 799 pages, $3.00.

(Old

“The Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the
righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.

He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth
the way of his saints.”—PsaLm 2:6-8



Bible Study Belps

Swbier carigiucn Wl 3
M“‘

Studies in the Scriptures

Recommended to Students as Veritable
Bible Keys—Over Three Thousand Pages

BLUE CLOTH, $3.75 POSTPAID

Volume 1: The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth, 50 cents; 10 or more,
40 cents; Paper bound, 25 cents; 10 or more, 18 cents.

Volume 2:
Volume 3:
Volume 4:
Volume 5:
Volume 6:

The Time is at Hand—Blue cloth, 50 cents.

Thy Kingdom Come—Blue cloth, 50 cents.

The Battle of Armageddon—Blue cloth, 85 cents.

The Atonement Between God and Man—Blue cloth, 85 cents.
The New Creation—Blue cloth, 85 cents.

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS.

As Angels of Light—Discusses the sub- ‘

ject of spiritualism. :

Christ Has Returned—Rationalizes a

much misunderstood subject.

God and Reason—Supplants credulity
with faith.

God’s Plan—Reveals progressive nature
of God’s purpose.

Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives definite
assurance of future life.

The Truth About Hell—Examines en-
tire testimony of the Bible on this
vital subject.

FREE BOOKLETS

- God’s Hand in the Affairs of Mén—
‘Proves God’s love through the ages."

The End of the Word—Presents. bibli-:.
cal truth concerning this important sub- .

cjeet. -

God’s Remedy—The only solution.
God’s Restitution Project—Will - work.
Good News—Refreshing.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
Reveals error of trinity doctrine.

The Jew and the War—A message of
comfort and hope.

The Judgment Day—Removes gloom.
Divine Intervention Near—Reassuring.

e P

The Everlasting Gospel—Discusses sab-
bath and millennial doctrines: 15 cents;
25 or more, 10 cents each.

Berean Questions—On “The Divine
Plan of the Ages”: Paper bound, 10 cents.

Chosen People—Historically revealing,

prophetically informative: 15 cents; 25
or more, 10 cents each.

“Created He Them”—Refutes evolution
theory: 15 cents; 25 or more, 10 cents
each.

Daily Heavenly Manna—Deluxe edi-
tion, $1.25; Cloth bound, 50 cents.

Free Literature—Tracts, Kingdom Cards, Consolation Cards, etc., in any guan-
tity desired. Write for information or place an order. ' ' v

THE DAWN

. East Rutherford

NEW JERSEY
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To. Us the %mptutes Cleatly Teach
That the church is “the temple of the living God”

«. —peculiarly “his workmanship”; that its construction

has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—ever

" since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the
chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when
finished, God’s blessings shall come “to all people,’

and they find access to him.—1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph.
2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polish-
ing of consecrated believers in Christ’'s atonement
for sin progresses; and when the last of these “liv-
ing stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been
made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
together in the first resurrection; and the temple

shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting

place between God and men throughout the millen-
nium.—Rev. 15:5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world
lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace. of
God tasted death for every man,” “a ransom -for- all,”

and will ' be “the true light which hghteth ‘every man .

that cometh into the world,” “m due time.’ —Heb 2: 9
John 1:9;-1 Tim. 2:5, 6

That the hope of the churéh ‘is that she may be like B
her Lord, “see him as he is,” be a partaker of the

divine nature and share his glory as his joint-heir.—

"1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4
That the present mission of the church is the per-

fecting of the sainfs for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age.—FEph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ’s millennial kingdom—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church
—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—
Acts 3:19-23; Isaich 85

.
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