Lesson for December 13

Prophets Foreshadow
Messiah’s Birth

Key Verse: NO TREASURE IS MORE
“Therefore the important to the world of man-
Lord himself shall kind than the wonderful prom-
give you a sign; jse made to them concerning
Behold, a virgin ¢ process by which the bless-
shall conceive, and ing and release of all people
bear a son, and {1, the curse of sin and death
shall call his name  would be accomplished. This
I;n m.al;tu; 11 4 Vs proclaimed in our text with
—isatah ¢ the selection of the name Im-
Selected Scripture: ma ﬁuel’ ,W},}}flh meails GOd
Isaiah 7:13-17; wit us. e proc amation
Luke 1:26-38 concerning the birth of Jesus to
his mother Mary was especially
important because this child was begotten by divine
power, though Mary was still a virgin when she brought
forth her son. He would come to fulfill the promise made
to Abraham, “In thee and in thy seed shall all the fami-
lies of the earth be blessed.”—Gen. 28:14
We have a continuation of the prophesy from our
theme verse: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end.”—Isa. 9:6,7
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‘The government shall be upon his shoulder,’ is figu-
rative of authority, glory, and honor, which shall be upon
the Lord. It is given to him from the Father through his
great law of love. The change in dispensation will be
ushered in through the Father’s “times of restitution.”
(Acts 3:19-21) This will be the time for Christ to receive
the honor, glory, and dominion that was exclusively
promised to him.

Beginning with the birth of our Lord as the babe born
in Bethlehem, he was then presented as God’s Son given
on our behalf. His sacrifice began at Jordan, and culmi-
nated at Calvary. Because of his obedience unto death,
“God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name above every name.” (Phil. 2:9) When he assumes
the control of earth’s affairs, his character of love and
justice will be evident, and all power will be his to rule
in righteousness. It insures to all of the faithful that
his reign will be a time of blessing, of peace and joy to all
who love righteousness and truth. His name and titles,
representing the gracious things which make up his
character, will be brought to the attention of all of man-
kind. He is ‘wonderful,” he is great beyond the power of
human comprehension. As the express image of the Fa-
ther’s person, he will be a leader and instructor of his
people, to all who want to be “taught of God.” (John
6:45) He will be the ‘Counsellor,” whose instructions in
righteousness will be satisfactory and will be respected
by the world of mankind who will be seeking a return to
divine favor and a full restoration of what was lost.

He shall be called ‘The mighty God,” or mighty one,
and on him shall rest all of the power and authority of
God his father. He is called ‘The everlasting Father,” a
father forever because he will be the life-giver to all who
will accept life under the terms of the New Covenant,
which was sealed by his own precious blood, and will be
established after all of the faithful members of the Body
of Christ have passed beyond the veil.—Heb. 12:24 =
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