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Highlights of Dawn

Life in Outer Space
THE old idea of millions of children that there is a "man i n
the moon" has been revised and made a reality by placin g
men on the moon—not to live there permanently but to
remain at least for a few hours as explorers of its surface .
Thus far all who made these excursions to the moon returne d
safely to earth, although some had narrow escapes .

When these journeys to the moon were being planned i t
was sincerely believed by many earnest students of the Bibl e
that God would not allow them to be successful . They
believed that God had created man to live on the earth, an d
would not permit him to travel outside of its atmosphere .
This view was supported largely by a statement in Paul' s
sermon on Mars' hill, where he said that God "hath made o f
one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of th e
earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, an d
the bounds of their habitation ."—Acts 17 :26

However, a closer study of this text indicates Paul is no t
referring to the "bounds of their habitation" in relationshi p
to other planets, but to the division of nations upon the earth .
Paul seems to be referring to a statement made by Moses i n
Deuteronomy 32:8, which reads, "When the Most High di-
vided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated th e
sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to th e
number of the children of Israel . "

The Bible is very definite concerning the fact that man wa s
created to live on the earth, that the earth is his eterna l
home . But so far as we know the Bible says nothing to
indicate that it would be displeasing to God for members o f
the human race to make exploratory excursions into oute r
space. There is a vast difference between visiting the moo n
for a few hours, protected against certain death by space
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suits and oxygen, and attempting to live permanently unde r
lunar conditions ,

The earth is the only planet within the influence of our su n
to be just close enough so that its inhabitants, under th e
protective blanket of earth's atmosphere, do not freeze, an d
just far enough away to prevent them from dying almost
instantly from the heat . Man was created to live under thes e
earthly conditions which are favorable to his anatomy, but s o
far as is known he could not survive permanently anywher e
else in the Creator's vast universe .

We know from object lessons familiar to us that it i s
possible for God to create beings which can live i n
environments in which the human species would perish . We
only have to look upon the fish to be aware of this . Fish
cannot live out of the water, and man cannot live in th e
water . Man is perfectly at home here on earth, but would di e
on the moon, or on Mars, or on any of the other planets o f
which we have any definite knowledge .

Lower than the Angel s
The Bible reveals that there are higher orders of life tha n

the human in God's great universe . Just how and where the y
live the Bible does not reveal . The Prophet David wrote ,
"When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, th e
moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained ; what is man ,
that thou art mindful of him, and the son of man, that tho u
visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower than th e
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor ."—Ps .
8 :3-5

In the Old Testament there are a number of accounts of on e
or more of these created angels visiting servants of God ,
either to warn them or instruct them . In the New Testament ,
when Jesus was being arrested he said that he could cal l
upon his Heavenly Father, and he would send him twelv e
legions of angels to protect him . In the first chapter o f
Hebrews, in which the apostle reveals the high position o f
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the resurrected Jesus in the plan of God, he says that he wa s
made so much better than the angels .—vs . 4

Jesus, according to the Bible, was the original creation o f
Jehovah, the "beginning of the creation of God," and als o
"the firstborn of every creature ." (Rev . 3 :14 ; Col . 1 :15) The
apostle also tells us that Jesus was the active agent in all th e
creative work . He says, "For by him were all things created ,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible ,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, o r
powers : all things were created by him ."—Col . 1 :16 ; Neb .
1 :2 ; John 1 :3 ; Eph . 3 : 9

Jesus was born into this world of humans as a man, an d
sacrificed his human life for the sins of Adam and his race .
When this sacrifice was complete he was raised from the
dead, and highly exalted above "all principality, and power ,
and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, no t
only in this world, but also in that which is to come : and hath
put all things under his feet ."—Eph . 1 :21, 2 2

The expressions, 'principality', 'power', 'might', an d
'dominion', suggest planes or spheres of life higher than th e
human, even as Jesus in his prehuman condition and the
angels were and are on higher planes of existence . The Bible
does not mention where these beings dwell, but even if it ha d
given this detailed information we could not, with ou r
limited, finite minds, have grasped the truth concernin g
these higher forms of existence in God's great universe .

Shortly before his crucifixion Jesus said to his disciples ,
"In my Father's house are many mansions : if it were not so, I
would have told you . I go to prepare a place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receiv e
you unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may be also . "
(John 14:2, 3) These "many mansions" are undoubtedl y
planes, or spheres, of life which existed in the universe fro m
the time of God's original creation . Jesus did not promise on e
of these to the disciples but said that he was going to prepar e
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a place for them, and that he would come again and receive
them unto himself .

This particular text has been misused in an attempt t o
prove that it is God's purpose to transfer the world o f
mankind to a heavenly abode, at least all who are not
incorrigible sinners . But the promise applies only to Jesus '
faithful followers, those who sacrifice their lives in followin g
in Jesus' footsteps . These are promised that if they are faith-
ful unto death they will live and reign with Christ for th e
blessing of the world of mankind with human life on th e
earth .

Fallen Angel s
The Bible speaks of angels who left their own estate . We

quote, "The angels which kept not their first estate, but left
their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chain s
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day ." (Jude 6 )
Peter speaks of these angels and indicates that the time o f
their sin was just prior to the Flood. He speaks of them as
"spirits in prison ."—1 Pet . 3 :19,20

The Bible was not written to reveal details concerning th e
nature of angels, how they function, and whether or not they
operate from some special location in the universe . The Bible
was written to reveal God's plan concerning the creation o f
man, his fall into sin and death, and his ultimate recover y
from the result of his transgression of divine law . Angels and
others of God's intelligent creatures which are higher i n
nature than man are mentioned in the Bible only incidentall y
as, by divine decree or otherwise, they become involved i n
the affairs of men, especially in the affairs of God's huma n
servants in working out some of the details of his plan o f
salvation .

Activities of Angel s
Some of the activities of the angels are mentioned in th e

Bible . When the Prophet Daniel was cast into a den of lion s
to be destroyed, he announced to Darius the king, wh o
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visited him the next morning, that an angel had closed th e
mouths of the lions, and that thus his life had been spared . —
Dan . 6 :22

In the twelfth chapter of Acts we are told of Peter's bein g
incarcerated in a Roman prison, with the intention of late r
executing him . But an angel liberated him, leading him t o
the outer door of the prison—an iron gate which, the accoun t
says, opened of its own accord . The opening of that iron gate
was no problem for the angel .

Psalm 34 :7 reads that "the angel of the LORD encampeth
round about them that fear him, and delivereth them . "

The Apostle Paul, speaking of the angels, says, "Are they
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?"—Heb . 1 :1 4

Jesus said of the angels who serve his people that they d o
"always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven . "
(Matt . 18:10) This would seem to indicate that, while th e
angels frequently serve the cause of their Creator here o n
earth, they are not necessarily confined to the earthl y
habitat . But when it comes to the location of the angels, o r
how they or any other of God's creatures who are superior i n
nature to man operate, the Bible gives us no information .

However, the fact that we cannot see angels, or compre-
hend how they function in carrying out their assigned work i n
the universe, is no argument against their existence . Horses
can be taught to count, but they are quite ignorant of what
they are doing, nor could they become acquainted with highe r
mathematics, but this does not prove the nonexistence of high -
er mathematics . A dog, they say, is man's best friend, but ho w
limited is the dog in understanding the superior thoughts of
his master, especially if his master is a scientist .

It took months and years of preparation, and billions o f
dollars, to place a man on the moon, but in all probability th e
holy angels, and other spirit creatures, can move about i n
outer space with ease without any special preparation . About
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all we know of them is that, like God and all other spiri t
beings, they are invisible and powerful, and are ready to d o
the Creator's bidding at any time .

God's Hom e
We are accustomed to thinking of heaven as God's home ,

and Jesus speaks of him as "our Father, which art i n
heaven ." But where heaven is, and what it is like there, we
do not know because the Bible does not furnish this informa-
tion . Jesus also taught us to pray, "Thy kingdom come . Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven ." (Matt . 6 :10) Thi s
indicates that the place which the Bible calls heaven is no t
located here on the earth ; and what an earth it would be i f
such were the case! The Bible indicates that in heaven ther e
is joy, and peace, and love and harmony, and life, with n o
sickness and death .

We can grasp these realities because the language used t o
reveal them is part and parcel of our own daily experiences .
We may not always experience the spirit of love in our lives ,
or even within our families, but we know what the languag e
means . We may not always have peace, but we know th e
meaning of peace ; and how blessed it is to realize that i n
answer to Jesus' inspired prayer these holy conditions o f
peace and joy and life will one day prevail here on eart h
among God's human creation .

Just as we cannot understand the angelic nature, muc h
more are we unable to understand the divine nature of th e
Creator, nor does the Bible try to explain his nature . The
Prophet Isaiah wrote that as the heavens are higher than th e
earth, so are God's thoughts higher than our thoughts, an d
his ways higher than our ways . (Isa . 55 :9) The Bible doe s
speak of God's listening to the prayers of his people, and tha t
his eyes are ever open to our ears . But here the idea of eye s
and ears is used simply to convey to our limited minds th e
fact that God loves his people, and cares for them, not t o
suggest that God has ears and eyes as do humans . If God
were to explain precisely how he does care for his people, th e
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explanation would probably be far beyond our ability to
understand .

The Earth, Man's Home

The first chapter of Gen-
esis contains the Bible' s
account of the creation o f
the planet Earth, and the
record of its preparatio n
for human habitation . At
the time the works de -
scribed in verse two be-
gan, "the earth was with -
out form, and void ; and
darkness was upon th e
face of the deep ." The ac-
complishing of the wor k
described in this chapter i s
divided into six "days," o r
epochs, and man was cre-
ated in the sixth day . It is
an interesting chapter which will be a blessing to all who read
it

Beginning with Genesis 1 :26 we read, "God said, let u s
make man in our image, after our likeness : and let them hav e
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air ,
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over ever y
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth . So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God created he him ;
male and female created he them . And God blessed them, an d
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replen-
ish [Hebrew, `fill'] the earth, and subdue it : and have domin -
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, an d
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth ." —
vss. 26-28

Careful notice should be taken that there is nothing in thi s
record of the creation of man to indicate that he was ever t o
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occupy any place in God's great universe other than on th e
earth . The earth was to be his eternal home, and he was to fil l
it with his offspring and subdue it ; that is, bring it under
control and productivity . The fact that man is now pollutin g
the earth, and threatening thereby to destroy himself, doe s
not change the original divine purpose concerning his eterna l
habitat .

There is nothing anywhere in the Bible to indicate that Go d
changed his mind concerning the purpose for which h e
created the earth . Isaiah 45 :18 reads, "Thus saith the LOR D
that created the heavens ; God himself that formed the eart h
and made it ; he hath established it, he created it not in vain ,
he formed it to be inhabited : I am the LORD ; and there i s
none else . "

The expression, "He created it not in vain," might impl y
that a similar situation had arisen which raised a question as t o
whether or not th,e earth would be inhabited by man, an d
this in reality was the case . We read that "the LORD Go d
planted a garden eastward in Eden ; and there he put the ma n
whom he had formed ." Concerning the trees in Eden th e
LORD said to Adam, "Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat : but of the tree of the knowledge of goo d
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day that tho u
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die ."—Gen . 2 :8,16,1 7

All who have a knowledge of the Bible are aware that Ada m
did disobey God in partaking of this forbidden tree, and tha t
as a result he was sentenced to death . Eve shared in tha t
sentence, and they both began to die. But that did not make
vain the creation of the earth to be man's eternal home, for i n
his love the Creator provided a way of escape from that deat h
sentence, and that way was through Christ, his own belove d
Son whom he gave to be man's Redeemer . Through thi s
loving arrangement of redemption man will, in God's du e
time, be restored to life and have the privilege of livin g
forever in the earthly home which the Creator provided fo r
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him, despite the temporary threat of extinction throug h
death .

As in Adam
The Apostle Paul gives us a beautiful statement of God' s

plan of redemption through Christ . We quote : "Since by man
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead .
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be mad e
alive ." (I Cor . 15 :21,22) If we can imagine what the state o f
human life on earth would have been, had sin not entered th e
scene—no sickness, no pain, no death—then we can surmis e
what conditions will be like here on this planet when God' s
great plan of redemption through Christ shall have bee n
accomplished ; for because of Jesus' death as the Redeeme r
and Savior of the world we can be sure that that which woul d
have been is yet to be .

Paul confirms this . He wrote, "For this is good an d
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior ; who will have al l
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of th e
truth . For there is one God, and one mediator between Go d
and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a ranso m
for all, to be testified in due time." (I Tim . 2 :3-6) The word
ransom in this passage is translated from a Greek word
meaning 'a price to correspond' . Jesus was born into th e
world as a human, and when he went into sacrificial death i t
was as a corresponding price for Adam, who brought deat h
upon himself and his progeny by his transgression of divin e
law. This redemption from condemnation has already bee n
provided, and in God's due time the happy result will be th e
restoration of the human race to health and life .

"Restitution "
The Apostle Peter gives us assurance of this restoration o f

man, using the word restitution . The Apostles Peter an d
John had performed a miracle of healing a man who had bee n
lame from the time of his birth . To the Israelites who had
witnessed this miracle Peter explained that when Jesus
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returned there would be "times of restitution of all things, "
and added that this glorious feature of the divine plan had
been spoken by the mouth of all God's holy prophets since
the world began . (Acts 3 :19-21) In the beginning of the nex t
chapter we are informed that "the priests, and the captain o f
the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, bein g
grieved that they taught the people, and preached throug h
Jesus the resurrection of the dead . "

And how comprehensive is the statement that all God' s
holy prophets had foretold the coming times of restitution . I n
the prophecy of Isaiah alone there are many wonderfu l
assurances of this glorious time of future blessing fo r
mankind . He wrote that God would "swallow up death in
victory," and that he would "wipe away tears from off al l
faces." (Isa . 25 :8) The Prophet Isaiah also wrote that "the n
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
shall be unstopped . Then shall the lame man leap as an hart ,
and the tongue of the dumb sing ."—Isa . 35 :5, 6

Describing the resurrection as a returning from death o f
those who had been ransomed by the LORD, Isaiah wrote ,
"The ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zio n
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they shal l
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall fle e
away." (Isa. 35:10) What a joyous time that will be for a
world which now is sin-sick and dying, and plagued by wa r
and a host of other evils !
New Heavens and New Earth

Turning again to Isaiah's prophecy we quote, "Behold, I
create new heavens and a new earth : and the former shall no t
be remembered, nor come into mind . But be ye glad an d
rejoice forever in that which I create : for, behold, I creat e
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy ." (Isa . 65 :17,18 )
Here the new heavens and new earth of promise, and th e
new Jerusalem, are closely associated, indicating that the y
both have to do with the same great events in the plan of
God.
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In vision the Apostle John sees the fulfillment of thi s
prophecy. We quote : "I saw a new heaven and a new earth . .
. . And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming dow n
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband ." (Rev . 21 :1, 2) In verses nine and ten, this holy city ,
new Jerusalem, is identified as the bride, the Lamb's wife, "
the marriage of the Lamb having been referred to in chapte r
nineteen, verse seven .

The Lamb, of course, is Christ, and the bride is made up o f
his faithful followers who will live and reign with him in hi s
kingdom ; that kingdom which is symbolized as a new heave n
and a new earth, and a holy city . This is symbolic language .
It has no reference to the creating of a new universe .

Many natural things of earth, as well as the heavens, ar e
used in the Scriptures, to illustrate one or another feature o f
God's plan, such as water, fire, rivers, trees, sheep, goats ,
and many others, including the sun, moon, and stars. The
Apostle Peter informs us that a heaven and earth came to an
end at the time of the Flood . He refers to it as the world that
then was." (II Pet . 3 :6) He informs us also that the symboli c
heavens and earth which began there are "reserved . . .
against the day of judgment" (II Pet . 3 :7), and that they wil l
be destroyed in a great time of trouble which he symbolize s
by fire . To this he adds that "we, according to his promise ,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwellet h
righteousness ."—vs . 1 3

This is the new heaven and earth foretold by Isaiah, and
seen in vision by John on the Isle of Patmos . it appears afte r
the marriage of the Lamb takes place, and the new holy cit y
comes down from God out of heaven . Briefly, these ar e
symbolic of Christ's kingdom when his bride, exalted t o
heavenly glory, will reign with him .

How wonderful it will be in that new heavens and ne w
earth, "wherein dwelleth righteousness!" After seeing i n
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vision the holy city come down from God out of heaven, Joh n
continues, "I heard a great voice out of heaven saying ,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwel l
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himsel f
shall be with them, and be their God ." In ancient times God
manifested his presence with his people in connection with a
Tabernacle, and here he is using this as a symbol of the fac t
that again he will dwell with men and be their God .

And how wonderful will be the results—"God shall wip e
away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no mor e
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be an y
more pain : for the former things are passed away ." (Rev .
21 :3, 4) In Isaiah's prophecy concerning the new heavens an d
new earth which God will create, he says that then there shal l
be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hat h
not filled his days . When John sees this fulfilled in vision ,
this thought of longevity becomes expanded to the poin t
where there is no more death at all, and no more sickness an d
pain .
Human Failur e

Certainly the nations and people of earth today are show-
ing no inclination to look to the LORD for a way out of thei r
chaos and distress, nor is there genuine economic securit y
throughout the earth. It is truly, as Daniel foretold, "a tim e
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation . "
(Dan . 12 :1) But how we should rejoice to realize that God has
provided a solution, the kingdom solution, and that in hi s
own due time the nations will accept God's ways !

Then there will be economic security ; then there will be n o
more war ; then there will be no more sickness and death, fo r
all the former evils which have plagued a dying world shal l
have passed away . Paul said that Christ would reign until al l
enemies are put under his feet, and that the last enemy to b e
destroyed is death . We rejoice in this glorious prospect of th e
future happiness of God's human creatures .

These blessings will not be limited to those who will be
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living at that time, for as we have seen, God proposes t o
restore the dead to life, that they also might share in thos e
kingdom blessings . Is this too difficult to believe? It shoul d
not be. If man in his fallen condition and with limited
resources can travel to the moon, let us realize that God wit h
his almighty power is able to accomplish anything which h e
has promised to do.

Besides, it will be no more difficult for God to restore th e
dead to life than it was for him to create life in the first place .
The religion of the Bible is the only one in the world whic h
holds out the hope of a resurrection of the dead, and ther e
could be no true and lasting solution of the woes of the
human race unless that solution provided for the resurrectio n
of the dead .

So, let humans travel to the moon if they will, or to Mars, o r
anywhere else in outer space their fancy may dictate ; but le t
us, by putting our trust in the God of all space, and of th e
universe, continue to rejoice in the provision he has made fo r
the followers of Jesus to be exalted to spiritual glory to live
and reign with him in his kingdom, and for humanity i n
general to be restored to life on the earth, the wonderfu l
home which the Creator so lovingly prepared for them.

	

q

	 ..--.--.-

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
NOVEMBER 1—Set a watch, 0 LORD, before my mouth ; keep the door of
my lips.—Ps. 141 :3 (Z . '04-23 Hymn 20 )

NOVEMBER 8—Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God i n
vain .—Exod . 20 :7 (Z . '04-73 Hymn 236 )

NOVEMBER 15—He that salth he abideth in Him ought himself also so t o
walk, even as He walked.—I John 2 :6 (Z . '03-345 Hymn 315 )

NOVEMBER 22—The zeal of Thine house hath consumed me .—Ps. 69 : 9

(Z . '98-112 Hymn 41 )

NOVEMBER 29—Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; for He is faithful that promised .—Heb. 10 :23 (Z . '01-119 Hym n
125 )
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Test Your Knowledge

How Many of These Bibl e
Questions Can You Answer ?

1. What is the purpose of
celebrating Thanksgiving Day ?

2. I Chronicles 29 :13 reads ,
"Now therefore, our God, we
thank thee, and praise thy glori-
ous name . " Who uttered thes e
words, and of whom was he a
type?

3. Whom should the Chris-
tian thank for the privilege of
being called into the fellow-
ship of the Gospel ?

4. Luke 18 :11 and 12 state :
"The Pharisee stood and prayed
thus with himself, God, I thank
thee, that I am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adult-
erers . . . . I fast twice in the
week. I give tithes of all I
possess ." He was seemingly a
good man . Why did the Maste r
commend the publican and sin-
ner rather than this self-styled
good man ?

5. Under what circumstances
did the Apostle Paul thank Go d
and take courage when he wa s
met by some of the brethren ?

6. Paul in I Thessalonians 5 :1 8
exhorts, "In everything giv e
thanks ." Why should a Chris-
tian give thanks for every exper-
ience of life, seeing that many o f

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

them are unpleasant and hard to
endure ?

7. Every Christian should bear
fruit . What is meant by the bib-
lical term, "fruit of our lips " ?

8. Complete this text : "Let the
peace of God rule in your hearts ,
to the which also ye are calle d

in one body; and . . . "
9. Who should receive

thanks for the ability of a
Christian to be found worth y
of eternal life ?

10. In II Corinthians 9 :15 we
read, "Thanks be unto God for
his unspeakable gift . " How can
we express our gratitude fo r
God's love in giving his onl y
begotten Son for our salvation ?
11. Psalm 6:5 reads, "For i n
death there is no remembrance
of thee ; in the grave who shall
give thee thanks?" Will thos e
who have gone down in death
ever give thanks to God again ,
and if so, when ?
12. "We give thee thanks, 0
LORD God Almighty, which art ,
and wast, . . . because thou hast
taken to thee thy great power ,
and hast reigned ." To what pe-
riod of time does this promis e
refer?

	

(Answers on Page 60 )
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International Bible Study Lesson s
LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 4

Responding to God's Authority
KEY VERSE: "Whatsoever you do, do it heartily, as to th e
LORD, and not unto men . "—Colossians 3 :23

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Romans 13 :1-10

IN HIS letter to the church at
Rome the Apostle Paul wrote ,
"Let every person be subject to
the governing authorities . For
there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist hav e
been instituted by God . There-
fore, he who resists the authori-
ties resists what God has ap-
pointed, and those who resist
will incur judgment ."—Rom .
13 :1-7, RS V

We should always, of course ,
obey the just laws of th e
authorities . But at first though t
this statement might seem t o
say that every citizen should
obey the decrees and statutes of
the land without consulting his
conscience . Surely, this is not
the intent of the apostle, for h e
goes on to cite the command-
ments, "You shall not kill" and
"You shall love your neighbor
as yourself." In our own land ,
happily, provision is made fo r
any who have conscientiou s
objections to serving in the

military and perhaps being re-
quired to kill . But elsewhere in
other times Christians have died
or endured much suffering rath-
er than take up arms against
their fellow men .

Our Lord Jesus did not teach
his followers that they should
obey the powers that be without
question . When the Pharisee s
sought to trap our Lord in hi s
own words by asking him, "Is i t
lawful to give tribute to Caesar ,
or not?" he perceived their ma-
licious intention. Obtaining a
piece of tribute money he aske d
them, "Whose is this image and
superscription?" They ans-
wered, "Caesar ' s . " Jesus re -
plied, "Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are
Caesar's ; and unto God the
things that are God's" (Matt .
22 :15-22) Evidently, the thing s
that are `Caesar's' and those
that are God's are not always the
same !

Following his crucifixion and
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resurrection our Lord appeared
to his disciples "speaking of the
things pertaining to the king-
dom of God ." His final instruc-
tions were that they shoul d
remain in Jerusalem where they
would receive the power of th e
Holy Spirit, and thereafter they
were to be his witnesses to "the
uttermost parts of the earth . "
(Acts 1 :1-8) When the Day o f
Pentecost came they were all to-
gether in one place . And sudden -
ly "they were all filled with th e
Holy Spirit . " (Acts 2:1-4) Peter
immediately recognized that thi s
was just what had been prom-
ised by Jesus . In faithful obedi-
ence to our Lord's final words h e
entered at once on his life-long ,
fearless witness to Jesus as th e
resurrected Savior of the world
of mankind . "Ye men of Israel, "
he said, "hear these words ;
Jesus of Nazareth, a man ap-
proved of God among you b y
miracles and wonders and signs
. . . ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and
slain; whom God hath raised up ,
having loosed the pains of
death ." (Acts 2:22-24) Thus
began the ministry of one o f
Jehovah God's most faithful an d
courageous witnesses to the
truth, in which he was joined by
the other apostles .

As the inspired Peter contin-
ued to speak to the people, "th e
priests, and the captain of the

temple, and the Sadducees
came upon them, being grieve d
that they taught the people, and
preached through Jesus th e
resurrection from the dead . "
They laid hands on them, an d
the next day they were ordere d
not to speak at all in the name of
Jesus . "But Peter and John ans-
wered and said unto them ,
Whether it be right in the sight
of God to hearken unto you more
than unto God, judge ye . For we
cannot but speak the thing s
which we have seen and heard . "
—Acts 4 :1-2 1

Fearlessly, the apostles con-
tinued to preach the kingdom ,
working many miracles among
the people, and multitudes of
believers were added to th e
Lord. "Then the high priest ros e
up, and all they that were with
him . . . were filled with
indignation . And they laid hands
on the apostles, and put them in
the common prison ." (Acts 5 :
12-18) Again, they were brought
before the council, and the high
priest said, "Did we not . . .
command you that ye should not
teach in this name? . . . Then
Peter and the other apostles
answered and said, We ought to
obey God rather than men ."—
Acts 5 :12-2 9

Clearly, there can be times
and situations in which the
present-day Christian must d o
the same!
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 1

The Christian's Hope
KEY VERSE : "So shall we ever be with the LORD. Where -
fore comfort one another with these words . "—I Thessalo-
nians 4:17, 18

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: I Thessalonians 1 :1-3; 4 :9-18

WRITING to the church at Col-
lossae the Apostle Paul spoke of
"the hope which is laid up fo r
you in heaven, whereof ye heard
before in the Word of the truth
of the Gospel ." (Col. 1:5) Just
what is this hope that so
beckons to the Christian—that
so motivates, encourages, fire s
with determination, and urge s
him to press on in the narro w
way, in spite of trials, difficul-
ties, suffering, and even death ?

The apostle describes it as a
"heavenly calling," and "the
high calling of God in Chris t
Jesus," and says it will result in
a wonderful prize to all who suc -
cessfully run the Christia n
course . (Heb. 3:1; Phil . 3:14)
One element of this prize, the
Apostle John informs us, is
eternal life: "This is the promise
that he hath promised us, even
eternal life ." (I John 2:25)
Indeed, this was envisioned b y
the Creator from the very begin-
ning, for Paul describes it as th e
"hope of eternal life, which

God, that cannot lie, promise d
before the world began."—Ti-
tus 1 : 2

But the eternal life that this
hope holds forth as a prize to its
aspirants is of a special kind ; it
is life on the very highest plan e
of existence—divine, immortal
life, such as possessed only b y
the great Creator himself and
now, since his resurrection, b y
our Lord Jesus . Although it has
always been a part of the
Creator's plans and purposes ,
knowledge of it has come to
light only since our Savior die d
upon the cross . And it is offere d
only to the few—his faithful ,
footstep followers . Paul states it
this way: "Be thou partaker of
the afflictions of the Gospel ,
according to the power of God ;
who hath saved us, and called
us with an holy calling . . .
according to his own purpose
and grace, which was given u s
in Christ Jesus, before the world
began, but is now made mani-
fest by the appearing of our
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Savior Jesus Christ, who hath throne, even as I also overcame ,
abolished death, and hath and am set down with my Father
brought life and immortality to in his throne . . . . They shall be
light through the Gospel . "—II priests of God and of Christ, an d
Tim . 1 :8-10

	

shall reign with him a thousan d
The Apostle Peter confirms years ."—Rev. 3 :21 ; 20 : 6

this statement by Paul, saying The purpose of this rulership
that there "are given unto us in the millennial kingdom is al -
exceeding great and precious ,. together beneficent . In that
promises: that by these ye thousand-year day of "restitu-
might be partakers of the divine Lion" (Acts 3 :19-21), "the Spirit
nature ." (II Pet . 1 :4) Since there and the bride [shall] say, Come .
is no higher form of life in the And let him that heareth say ,
entire universe than the immor- Come . And let him that is
tal, Jesus himself describes it as athirst come . And whosoever
the very crown of life : "Be thou will, let him take the water of
faithful till death, and I will give life freely ." (Rev . 22 :17) As the
to thee the crown of life ."—Rev.
2 :10, Diaglott

This crown of life is the su-
preme prize that is awarded b y
Jesus to his faithful followers o f
this Gospel Age . Paul wrote, " I
have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept
the faith : henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righ-
teous judge, shall give me at that
day : and not to me only, but unt o
all them also that love hi s
appearing . "—II Tim. 4 : 8

A crown is a symbol of
rulership; and, indeed, the
Lord's faithful followers of this
age will be kings and priests in
the heavenly phase of Christ' s
coming kingdom . Jesus said ,
"To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my

long-promised seed of Abra-
ham, Jesus and his glorified
church will bless all the willing
and obedient of the resurrected
world of mankind with perfect ,
everlasting, happy life on a
restored planet Earth of sur-
passing glory, beauty, and uni-
versal joy!—Gal . 3 :16, 26, 2 9

This is the hope that resulted
in faithful Stephen's death by
stoning . It is the hope that sent
the Apostle Paul on long, ardu-
ous missionary journeys, and
finally imprisonment and death
in Rome . It is the hope that led
to Peter's imprisonment and
later his martyrdom . And today ,
in the end of the age, it still in -
spires and encourages and
strengthens the footstep follow-
ers of Jesus to continue on in the
narrow way!
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 8

Getting Ready for th e
Lord's Return

KEY VERSE : "And the very God of peace sanctify you whol-
ly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be pre -
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ . "
—I Thessalonians 5 :23

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: I Thessalonians 5:1-23

LUKE, the beloved physician ,
records an instructive incident
in the latter part of our Lord' s
ministry . He writes, "As they
heard these things, he added
and spake a parable, because h e
was nigh to Jerusalem, and be -
cause they thought that th e
kingdom of God should immedi-
ately appear ." He then relate s
Jesus' parable of the pounds
in which our Lord states, " A
certain nobleman went into a far
country to receive for himself a
kingdom, and to return . And he
called his ten servants, and
delivered them ten pounds, an d
said unto them, Occupy till I
come . . . . And it came to pass ,
that when he was returned ,
having received the kingdom ,
then he commanded these ser-
vants to be called unto him, to
whom he had given the mon-
ey, that he might know how
much every man had gained by
trading. "—Luke 19 :12-1 5

There is much in this simple

parable that was timely to hi s
newly won disciples, and which
has been no less illuminating to
his faithful followers all down
through the Gospel Age . For
one thing, our Lord desired to
correct their false impressio n
that the kingdom was immedi-
ately to be set up . Before that
could happen the nobleman of
the parable must first go into a
far country to receive for himself
a kingdom, and to return .

The nobleman, of course ,
represents Jesus, who is here
tenderly explaining that he must
leave his disciples for a time ,
that he must receive his king-
dom, and then he would return ,
and thereafter establish hi s
kingdom . But while the noble -
man was away preparing t o
receive his kingdom, his ten
servants were not to be idle .
There was work for them to do ;
and so to each he gave a pound
with instructions to multiply its
value . As the nobleman pictures
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Jesus, so the servants represen t
those who would be his follow-
ers of this Gospel Age, durin g
which time our Lord has, in -
deed, been away in the heavenly
realms . The pounds of which
they were to make fruitful us e
while awaiting his return sym-
bolize the many blessings and
advantages each receives when
he takes up his Christian walk in
the footsteps of his Lord—th e
Word of God, and through it a
knowledge of his loving plan o f
salvation for all mankind ; justi-
fication ; the guidance and sup -
port of the Holy Spirit; the
privileges of faith and prayer
and communion with the Heav-
enly Father .

Those who faithfully occupy
themselves with these `pounds '
will daily grow in grace, and i n
the knowledge of our Lord an d
Savior Jesus Christ ; they will in -
crease in the fruit of the Spirit ;
they will preach the Word in
season and out of season ; and
all this they will do till the y
come in the unity of the faith ,
and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto the measure of th e
stature of the fullness of Christ .

Our Lord Jesus has, indeed ,
already returned, unperceived
by all except the watchers !
Since his resurrection and as-
cension Jesus has been a glori-
ous, immortal being "who is the
image of the invisible God,"
never more to be seen by the

world! (Col . 1 :15) His disciples
evidently understood this, an d
therefore asked Jesus, "What
shall be the sign of thy [second ]
coming [Greek, parousia, 'pres-
ence'], and of the end of th e
world [age]?" In reply Jesus
said that "then shall be great
tribulation, such as was no t
since the beginning of the worl d
to this time, no, nor ever shal l
be ."—Matt . 24 :21 ; Dan . 12 : 1

We believe the present uni-
versal "dismay among the na-
tions and bewilderment . . . a s
they realize what is threatenin g
the world" tells us that the
nations are even now experienc-
ing the foretold time of troubl e
with which this present evil
world will be brought to an end ,
and which is a sign of our Lord
Jesus' second presence . (Luke
21 :25,26, Phillips) It also tell s
us that the time to "occupy" i s
short, for Jesus said, "When y e
see these things taking place ,
you know that the kingdom of
God is near . "—Luke 21 :31, RSV

Our Lord Jesus has already ,
invisibly, returned! The estab-
lishment of his kingdom is near .
Each servant of the Lord, as he
finishes his course, must short-
ly render up his accounts to

show how much he "has gaine d
by trading ."*

	

q

*We invite our readers to send
for the free booklet, "Our
Lord's Return . "
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 25

Holding On to the Truth
KEY VERSE : "Stand fast, and hold the traditions which y e

have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle . "—II

Thessalonians 2 :15

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: II Thessalonians 2 :1-15

THE TRUTH is the most pre-
cious treasure one may posses s
in this life ; therefore the admoni-
tion expressed in our lesson topi c
is an excellent one . The Wise
Man placed a high value on th e
truth . He said, "Buy the truth ,
sell it not ." (Prov . 23 :23) But le t
us be very sure it is the truth to
which we are holding . It is well -
known that any statement take n
out of context may be misunder-
stood. But the context of the
truth is unusually broad, for i t
embraces the entire Bible as it
presents the many facets of
Jehovah God's character and his
eternal love for humankind, his
plan of salvation for their re-
demption from sin aid death
through Christ, and the ultimat e
blessing of all the willing and
obedient with everlasting life .

In the Bible Jehovah is shown
to be a supreme, self-existing
God of love, justice, wisdom and
power, and his plans and action s
are at all times in complete
harmony with these godly attri -

butes . Therefore we may b e
sure that any teachings that do
not fully conform to these at-
tributes of his character are not
the truth . The Bible presents
Jehovah as a single entity .
Moses said of him, "Hear, 0
Israel : The LORD our God is one
LORD." (Deut . 6:4) Through th e
Prophet Isaiah Jehovah said ,
"There is no God else beside me ;
a just God and a Savior ; there is
none beside me ; . . . I am God ,
and there is none like me ." (Isa .
45 :21 ; 46:9) The Apostle Pau l
wrote, "There is but one God ,
the Father, of whom are al l
things, and we in him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are
all things, and we by him . "
(I Cor . 8 :6) Paul further elaborat-
ed, "There is one body [the
church] and one spirit [the Holy
Spirit, the invisible power of
God], one Lord [Jesus, the Head
of the body of Christ, and the
only begotten Son of the Father ,
Jehovah], one God and Father o f
all, who is above all, and through
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all, and in you all ." (Eph . 4 :4-6)
Thus, we see that the doctrine of
the trinity is not taught in the
Bible .

It has long been taught that to
escape the eternal fires of hell
one must accept Jesus Christ a s
his Lord and Savior in thi s
present life, and that those wh o
do so and live reasonably com-
mendable lives will gain a
heavenly reward . This teaching ,
too, is false . In the first place, th e
Bible hell is not a place of fiery
torment ; it is simply the condi-
tion of death, wherein "the dead
know not anything ." (Eccles .
9 :5,10) Furthermore, a God o f
love would never consign his
human creation, however sinful ,
to an eternity of suffering, for i t
would be utterly contrary to hi s
character . It is true that the Bible
does teach that those—and only
those—who faithfully walk i n
Jesus' steps in this present life ,
suffering with him that they may
also reign with him, will gain a
heavenly reward .

But Jesus gave himself as a
ransom, not only for his footste p
followers of this Gospel Age, bu t
for all mankind . Thus, in the
general resurrection, all th e
remainder of mankind will be
brought forth from the grave an d
given an opportunity to gai n
everlasting, happy life on th e
restored, glorious planet Earth .
—I Tim. 2:5, 6 ; Acts 3 :19-22 ;
24 :15 ; Isa . 45 :18; John 5 :28, 29

Holy men of old wrote an d
spoke as they were moved by th e
Holy Spirit, but they understoo d
little of the heights and depth s
and lengths and breadths of
God's great plan of salvation for
the whole world of mankind . The
glorious truths of the Bible an d
the measureless bounds of Go d 's
great love for mankind wer e
largely hidden until our Lord
Jesus "brought life and immor-
tality to light through the Gos-
pel," and they are revealed but
to the few .—II Tim . 1 :1 0

The truth brings untold bless-
ings to the LORD'S dear people .
But it also brings great responsi -
bilities to study to show our -
selves approved unto God, work -
men that need not be ashamed ,
rightly dividing the Word o f
truth . It is the special gift of Go d
to those who love him with all
their hearts and minds and
souls . It is the sanctifying power
that makes them meet for servic e
to their LORD. It enables them to
endure sufferings for Christ' s
sake . It inspires them to continu e
striving for the hope which is lai d
up in heaven, whereof we
learned before in the Word of th e
truth of the Gospel . And if faith-
ful, it will bring glory and joy and
blessing unspeakable . Blessed
are your eyes for they see; and
your ears, for they hear!—II
Tim. 2:15; James 1:18 ; John
17:17; Col. 1:3-6; Matt . 13:3 -
23
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Christian Life and Doctrine
GOD AND REASON—PART 3

Has Christianity Failed ?
A CORRECT answer to the question as to whether Christian-
ity has been a success or a failure depends upon a prope r
understanding of what constitutes Christianity, and just wha t
God intended it should accomplish in the earth . Christ is pre -
sented to us in the Bible as the Savior of the world ; and th e
logical conclusion is that God had planned for the world to b e
converted to him, and thus to be saved from death . But
nearly two thousand years have passed since Jesus came to
the earth to die for mankind, and yet the world is still fa r
from being converted . Even nominal Christianity is rapidl y
losing ground, and whole nations are officially setting them -
selves against religion of every kind . Are we to judge from
this that God's plan has failed ?

The disciples, in Jesus' day, based their hopes of the mes-
sianic kingdom upon the prophecies of the Old Testament ,
and their hopes were therefore, in the main, correct . What
they failed to understand, to begin with, was that the tim e
had not then come for the establishment of that kingdom .
Just so with most professing Christians since then : thei r
belief that God had planned the conversion of the worl d
through Christ and the church is correct, but they have faile d
to see from the Scriptures that this is not the age in whic h
God purposed that this work should be accomplished .

Now, as the immediate disciples of Jesus failed to not e
from the prophecies that the Messiah must suffer and die a s
man's Redeemer before the promised kingdom blessing s
could come to the world, just so have professed Christian s
failed to see from the Scriptures that the true church of Christ
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must suffer and die with him before she will have the privi-
lege of sharing with him in the future kingdom work of con-
verting and blessing the world of mankind . The Apostle Pau l
states this matter clearly, saying, "If children, then heirs ;
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together . For I
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worth y
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed i n
us ."—Rom . 8 :17,1 8

The glory referred to here is evidently the glory of joint -
heirship with Christ in his messianic kingdom . If those who
attain to this glory must first of all suffer with him, then i t
means that the present mission of the church is not that o f
conquering the world for Jesus, but of following faithfully i n
his footsteps, even unto death .

Christians Follow Jesu s
And this is in reality what Jesus himself taught his follow-

ers . For example, on more than one occasion he said, "If an y
man will be my disciple, let him deny himself, and take u p
his cross, and follow me." That these were to follow him al l
the way into death is made positive by Jesus' words in Reve -
lation 2:10, which reads, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life ." That this faithfulness implies
fortitude in the face of suffering persecution is shown by hi s
promise of Revelation 3 :21, where he says, "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne . "

When the divine commission was given to the church to g o
into all the world and preach the Gospel, the purpose was
distinctly stated to be that of making disciples, and giving a
witness . But that this witness was not intended by God to
conquer the world, but to result in the preparation of Chris-
tians themselves for the future work of reigning with Jesus ,
is made clear in Revelation 20 :4 . We quote: "I saw the soul s
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of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and fo r
the Word of God, . . . and they lived and reigned with Chris t
a thousand years . "

Now if the mission of the true Christians in the world ha s
been merely that of bearing witness to the truth and, by
means of the experiences thereby gained, to prepare them -
selves for the great future work of converting the world dur -
ing the thousand-year kingdom period, then we can readil y
understand the apparent failure of Christianity . We see ,
indeed, that true Christianity has not failed ; that it is merel y
the false hope of nominal believers that has not materialized .
When we see that the present mission of the church is one o f
sacrifice and suffering rather than one of conquering th e
world, many puzzling questions are at once cleared up for us .

For example, have you not often wondered why it is tha t
faithful Christians have usually suffered more than unbe-
lievers? Have you ever wondered why, after Jesus came a s
the light of the world, mankind actually was plunged into a
long period of darkness which we now speak of as the Dar k
Ages? Have you ever wondered why there are more tha n
twice as many heathen in the world today as a century ago ?
Who has not wondered about questions of this nature ?
Many, as a result of their wondering, have concluded tha t
Christianity is a gigantic farce, and that this supposed foun-
dation and bulwark of civilization has signally failed to mak e
good its claims .

What Is a Christian ?

The popular idea of Christianity has been that one become s
a Christian in about the same manner that one joins a club ,
and that it constitutes a sort of safeguard against divine
wrath that otherwise would send the individual to a terrible
place of torment at death . Hence it has been supposed that
God wants everyone to become Christians so they migh t
escape this terrible fate . But now that it is being discovered ,
in the fuller light of a better day, that the nightmare o f
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eternal torture is not taught in the Bible, the way is thu s
becoming clear for a better understanding of what it means
to be a Christian .

The word Christ, being a Greek translation of the Hebrew
word Messiah, is used in the New Testament to connec t
Jesus with that glorious array of messianic promises found
throughout the Old Testament . As already noted, the first o f
these promises was given in the Garden of Eden when Go d
said that the seed of the woman would bruise the serpent' s
head . Another, and more specific promise, was given t o
Abraham when he was told that through his seed all th e
families of the earth shall be blessed .

Jesus, the Christ, came into the world as the seed o f
promise to be the one who would bless all humanity, and th e
Scriptures show that those who become true Christians b y
following faithfully in his steps of self-sacrifice, even unt o
death, are to be a part with him of the promised seed .

The Apostle Paul, writing to Christians of his day, said, "I f
ye be Christ's [Christians], then are ye Abraham's seed, an d
heirs according to the promise ." (Gal . 3 :29) In his letter t o
the Corinthians, Paul says that Christ "is not one member ,
but many ." A very important point for consideration is pre-
sented by the apostle in these two statements . They show
that in the selection and development of Christians, God i s
merely carrying on a preparatory work in connection with th e
future messianic purpose to bless all nations . It means that
God has not been trying to make Christians of all mankind ,
but merely selecting a few from among the nations to be as-
sociated with Jesus in his future work of blessing the entire
world, both the living and the dead .

A Peculiar People

But who are these Christians today whom God is selecting
to reign with the Messiah? In what church will we find them ?
Since our Heavenly Father is doing the calling and selecting ,
he is the Judge as to just who they are . Specifically, a Chris-
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tian is one who, having recognized that he was a sinner, an d
alienated from God, has repented, and who, through faith i n
the shed blood of Christ, has made a full consecration of hi s
time, talents—all that he has--to the LORD, and is faith -
fully endeavoring to carry out that consecration . Denomina-
tional church membership has nothing whatever to do with it .
See Romans 5 :1-3

In the fifteenth chapter of Acts there is a revealing accoun t
concerning the divine purpose in the selection of the faithfu l
Christians of this age. Here they are styled a people for hi s
name . The apostle explains that "God at the first did visit th e
Gentiles," not to make all of them Christians, but "to tak e
out of them a people for his name"—the true Christians .
After this, declares the apostle, divine favor will return t o
Israel, and the broken-down "tabernacle of David" will be
restored : and then, he says, "the residue [remainder] of
men," and the Gentiles, will have an opportunity to "seek
after the LORD." But first must be completed the work of
taking out a people for his name—the bride of Christ—to b e
made up of all fully consecrated Christians .—Acts 15 :14-1 8

When we thus see that God does not intend that all th e
world, in this age, shall become Christians, it helps us t o
understand many passages of the Bible that heretofore hav e
been very difficult to understand . For example, in Revelation
5 :10 we are told that the future reign of Christ and the churc h
is to be here on the earth . How could this be true if all excep t
the church are to be taken away from the earth an d
tormented forever in a burning hell? Over whom, then ,
would the saints reign here on the earth? But this difficulty
vanishes when we realize from the Scriptures that the worl d
is to be blessed, not cursed, following the completion of th e
true church .

Viewing the matter thus, we can see that God's plan o f
human salvation provides an opportunity for all, both the
church and the world, not that all are to be saved irrespectiv e
of their own cooperation in the divine arrangements . No, the
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Scriptures distinctly point out that all who sin willfully afte r
having come to a full knowledge of the truth are to be pun-
ished with everlasting destruction—but not everlasting pre-
servation in misery, as the Dark Age creeds present th e
matter .

The True Church's Rewar d
Another interesting point, in connection with God's selec-

tion of the Christian church to be associated with Christ i n
his messianic kingdom, is that such faithful Christians are t o
have a higher reward than the world in general . God's pro-
vision for the world is that they shall be restored to life upo n
the earth--a restoration of the kingdom prepared from th e
foundation of the world, which is a dominion over the lowe r
creation here on the earth ; but to the Christian the Maste r
gave the promise, "I go to prepare a place for you, . . . that
where I am, there ye may be also ." (John 14:2,3) Yes, th e
church is to have a heavenly reward, but it is not God's
purpose to take all mankind to heaven, as we shall see late r
on in this discussion .

The prospect of everlasting life through the shed blood o f
the Redeemer is the blessed hope set before both the churc h
and the world in the Bible . The scriptural presentation is no t
that of heaven for the righteous and eternal torture for th e
wicked, but is rather that of life or death .

The first man, Adam, disobeyed and lost life ; but eventual -
ly Jesus came as man's ransom, to meet the penalty of deat h
by his own death on the cross . As a result of this, the worl d
once more will be given the opportunity to live . This oppor-
tunity will in due time come to all ; but during this Gospe l
Age, fully consecrated Christians are the only ones wh o
actually have a full opportunity to benefit from the death o f
the Redeemer . These, because they follow Jesus in layin g
down their lives sacrificially, are rewarded, not only with lif e
itself, but with immortal life . These are they who "seek fo r
glory and honor and immortality ." (Rom . 2:7) The obedien t
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of the world of mankind, during the future kingdom period ,
will also be given an opportunity to live, but the life the y
receive will be merely the restored human life forfeited b y
Adam . The obedient will then live everlastingly, not because
they will become immortal, but because God will continue t o
sustain their lives .

Why the World Is Not Converted
The work of true Christianity has thus far been only that o f

preparing the future joint-heirs with the Messiah for th e
great work of his long-promised kingdom . Little wonder, i n
view of this, that the attempted work of converting the worl d
has made so little progress throughout the Christian era . Th e
LORD knew that, from the human standpoint, Christianit y
would appear to be a failure . Jesus himself, in referring t o
the end of this age, said, "When the Son of man cometh ,
shall he find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18 :8) Thus the fact
that very few in the world today really believe in the Bible i s
no surprise to God . His beloved Son, the Redeemer of th e
world, foresaw this very condition, and foretold it . This is
another good reason why we should have faith in what th e
Bible says .

The hundreds of divisions among the so-called Christia n
churches likewise were foretold in the prophetic Word . Pau l
said that there would come a great falling away from the tru e
faith, and this most certainly occurred .

Now if Jesus and his apostles were a group of deceivin g
men, bent on putting over some selfish scheme for the pur-
pose of favorably influencing the whole world of mankind ,
would they deliberately predict that it would not be lon g
before their entire scheme would fail and they themselve s
become laughingstocks in the minds of millions of people?
Such pessimistic predictions would not be very encouragin g
to the early believers, nor induce very many to join th e
movement . Worldly wisdom would say, Paint the future a s
bright as you can, or else you will never make many converts .

30

	

THE DAWN



But Jesus and the apostles were not guided by worldl y
wisdom . They fully understood that the purpose of preachin g
the Gospel in this age was not to build up large and imposin g
church organizations . They knew that God did not intend that
the mere preaching of the Gospel now would lead the worl d
to the feet of Jesus . They foresaw that while a little flock o f
true Christians would be gathered and prepared for th e
future work of blessing, misguided men and women as a
whole would distort the glorious truths the Master taught ,
and that, as a result of this, Christianity would appear to g o
down in defeat .

How glad we are, however, that real Christianity has no t
failed ; that the divine plan for this age is being successfull y
accomplished, and that now this preparatory work for the
new kingdom is about completed . Indeed, there is much
scriptural evidence to show that the period set aside in th e
divine purpose for the call and preparation of true Christian s
to reign with Jesus in his messianic kingdom is about ended .
It should rejoice our hearts then, to consider some of th e
evidences which indicate that we have almost reached the
end of this age and the beginning of a new one, one in whic h
the foretold blessings of peace and life will be dispensed to a
dying world .

THE END OF THE WORL D

Biblical truths pertaining to the end of the world have
been so distorted by superstition and satanic deception that
in the minds of many serious people they have becom e
almost repugnant . How many thousands of sincere peopl e
have been horrified when they thought of this traditionally -
terrible calamity that had been imaginatively pictured t o
them by overenthusiastic evangelists! Not many years ago a
noted clergyman sought to encourage humanity by announc-
ing that the end of the world would not come for fifty millio n
years . Doubtless many noble religionists felt greatly relieved

(Continued on Page 38 )
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0

OKLAHOMA-8 :00 a .m .
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Portland
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(Continued from Page 31 )

by this statement, and rejoiced that such a calamitous even t
would not befall the earth in their day .

But what a different viewpoint of this subject we obtain
when we examine the biblical record apart from the influenc e
of Dark Age creeds . In the sacred Word we find that the en d
of the world is held out as something to which all shoul d
joyfully look forward . Indeed, when all the Bible prophecies
relating to the subject are fully understood, it will be found
that when Jesus taught his disciples to pray, "Thy kingdo m
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven," he reall y
was instructing them to pray for the end of this present evi l
world, and for a better one to take its place .

The Earth Abideth Foreve r

The many hallucinations in the minds of the people con-
cerning the end of the world are not taught in the Bible at all .
What the Scriptures say on this subject has nothing whateve r
to do with the burning up or destruction of the literal earth .

Concerning this physical planet on which we live, the Pro-
phet Isaiah says, "Thus saith the LORD that created th e
heavens ; God himself that formed the earth and made it ; h e
hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to
be inhabited ." (Isa. 45:18) Another of the Bible prophet s
tells us that "the earth abideth forever ." (Eccles . 1 :4) Jesus ,
in his Sermon on the Mount, said, "Blessed are the meek: fo r
they shall inherit the earth ." These passages all indicate that
it is not God's purpose ever to destroy the earth itself, bu t
that it is to be used as a home for man .

The word world is used in the Bible very similarly to th e
way we often use it today, meaning not the earth, but th e
associations of people upon the earth—society in general . If ,
for example, we should read that the world was greatl y
shaken by a global war, we would not understand it to mea n
that literal mountains are being toppled over, or that th e
crust of the earth is in any way affected . The Bible uses Ian -
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guage in this same manner when foretelling the distressin g
events to take place at the end of the present age ; events by
which the existing social order is to be destroyed to make wa y
for the kingdom of the Messiah .

The term world is also used in the Bible to denote an age .
Several worlds, or ages, are mentioned in the Bible . We are
told, for example, of a world that ended at the time of th e
Flood—yet the earth itself was not then destroyed . The Bibl e
also speaks of another world that began after the Flood, an d
which is to be destroyed during the second presence of
Christ . And there is still another world which will begin wit h
the end of the present one . This latter world will continue on
indefinitely into the future . It is this third world that is to b e
established through the operation of the messianic kingdom .

These worlds, all of which are thus seen to function on th e
literal planet, Earth, are subdivided by the Apostle Peter int o
their spiritual and material aspects, under the symbols of
"heaven" and "earth ." See II Peter 3 . It is plainly eviden t
that the apostle's language as used in this chapter is pictoria l
rather than literal ; for we would be forced to the absurd con -
clusion that the Creator intends to destroy his entire universe
if we insisted upon a literal meaning, because the Apostl e
Peter makes it plain that the heavens as well as the earth wil l
pass away with a great noise .

In this same prophecy, the apostle uses the symbol of fir e
to describe the destructive influences which will bring to a n
end the present evil order of things and purge and prepare
the way for the establishment of God's kingdom—the "ne w
heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness . "

Peter also tells us that the elements will melt with ferven t
heat . That this does not have reference to the elements of th e
literal earth is evident from the fact that Paul uses this sam e
word when he admonishes the Christian not to be entangle d
again with the "weak and beggarly elements" of this world .
—Gal . 4 : 9
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National Symbolisms

An interesting example of the fact that the word earth ,
when used in the Bible, does not always mean the litera l
planet upon which we live, is found in Daniel 7 :23 . Here the
prophet tells about a great and terrible beast that devours th e
whole earth . This would be a tall story indeed, if it were
intended to be understood literally ; for where would thi s
gigantic beast stand while devouring this planetary morsel ?
As a symbol, however, it conveys a very meaningful lesson —
the beast, as well as the earth, is symbolic .

All are familiar with the fact that many nations of the pas t
and present are symbolized on their coat of arms by beasts o f
various kinds. The reigning pharaohs of Old Egypt used a
lion to indicate their authority of rulership, and Englan d
today uses the lion on her standard for the same purpose .
Then there are the Chinese dragon, the Russian bear, an d
the American eagle . These are illustrations to show th e
figurative application of the characteristics of living creature s
to nations .

The Bible employs a similar symbolic method to designat e
various great world powers of history . Hence, in the passag e
cited above, the symbolic earth—organized society—is pic-
tured as being devoured by a beast . It is an apt portrayal of a
selfish ruling-class organization appropriating the resource s
of society for its own selfish use . Many people of the world
recognize these conditions, and see that the illustrations apt -
ly fit the nations represented . Why, then, should we experi-
ence any special difficulty when we find similar symbolism s
in the Bible? It is the way God teaches us .

The term mountain also is often used in a symbolic sense i n
the Bible, and when so used it denotes a kingdom—eithe r
one or more of the kingdoms of this world, or else the messi -
anic kingdom of the next age .

The sea, when used pictorially in the Scriptures, repre-
sents the masses ; and the roaring of the sea, the restless ,
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discontented condition of these masses . See Isaiah 17 :12,13 .
One of the Bible prophecies relative to the progress of event s
now taking place on the earth tells of the mountains bein g
carried into the midst of the sea . This, indeed, is a fittin g
illustration of the fact that many of the strongest kingdoms o f
the earth already have fallen into the hands of the clamorin g
masses, and that other mighty mountains of civilization wil l
likewise be engulfed as the rising tide of discontent surge s
more and more persistently against their bulwarks .

An example of the scriptural use of these striking symbol -
isms, portraying the disintegrating processes by which th e
present world is being destroyed, is that of Psalm 46 :2-6 .
Here the LORD'S prophet says, "We will not fear, thoug h
the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea." Manifestly, this could not b e
understood literally, because if the literal earth were actuall y
removed or destroyed there would be no mountains left to b e
carried into the sea, and no sea into which the mountain s
could be carried . Later in the chapter, the prophet interpret s
in part his own symbolic statements when he says, "Th e
heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved ." And then ,
reverting to symbolic phraseology again, he continues, "H e
[the LORD] uttered his voice, the earth melted . "

That this melting of the earth does not mean the destruc-
tion of this literal planet on which we live is further evidence d
in the closing verses of the chapter, where the prophet show s
that the moving and melting have reference to the destruc-
tion of the war-thirsty governments prior to the establish-
ment of God's kingdom . That the literal earth is not destroye d
is shown in verse ten of the psalm, where we read, "Be still ,
and know that I am God : . . . I will be exalted in the earth . "

In this prophecy of the forty-sixth psalm, there is a mos t
unusual example of the varied way in which the term earth i s
employed in the Scriptures . In verse two, the earth is said t o
be removed ; in the sixth verse, it is described as bein g
melted ; yet in the tenth verse, as we have seen, it still exists ,
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and God's name is exalted in it . In this new order, God's
name will be exalted throughout the whole earth . Surely ,
then, we should rejoice in the many evidences around u s
today which denote the near approach of the time whe n
Christ shall be King, and the reign of sin and death shal l
end! Many of these signs will be examined in the nex t
chapter .

	

q

"I was glad when they said
unto me, Let us go into the hous e

of the LORD. Our feet shall stand within

thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is
compact together; whither the tribes go up, the tribes of th e
LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto th e
name of the LORD . For there are set thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David. Pray for the peace of
Terusalem; they shall prosper that love thee . Peace be within
troy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces . For my brethren
and companions' sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee .
Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek th y
good."

	

—Psalm 122
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Christian Life and Doctrine

Giving Thanks to God
THE forefathers of our nation were religious people, and
many came to this land seeking freedom of worship . Hence ,
it is not surprising that a national holiday was established
based on the giving of thanks to God . This holiday had it s
beginning when the pilgrims reaped an abundant harvest o f
food that helped them survive the hardships of that first col d
New England winter . Their gratitude was expressed in a feast
of thanksgiving that continued to be celebrated annually, an d
many years later was adopted as a national holiday in th e
United States .

Thanksgiving and gratitude are noble qualities whic h
Christians are admonished to develop and practice in thei r
lives. In Colossians 3 :12-17 the fruits of the Spirit ar e
described, and among them a thankful disposition i s
included : "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy an d
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind ,
meekness, Iongsuffering . . . . And above all these things pu t
on love, which is the bond of perfection . And let the peace of
God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in on e
body ; and be ye thankful . Let the Word of Christ dwell in yo u
richly in all wisdom ; teaching and admonishing one anothe r
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grac e
[gratitude, Diaglott] in your hearts to the LORD . And what -
soever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lor d
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him ." We
would all do well to carefully heed the instructions given b y
the Apostle Paul in this letter to the Colossians . There shoul d
be a constant awareness that everything we say or do, ou r
words or deeds, should be in the name of the Lord Jesus . We
are called to represent him, and so as his footstep follower s
we should try to emulate those fine qualities we see s o
beautifully exemplified in our Master's life .
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When the Apostle Paul speaks of putting on mercy ,
kindness, humility, meekness, patient endurance, forgive-
ness, love and peace, we recognize that these qualities mus t
be developed. He concludes with the statement, "Be ye
thankful ." Thus we see that thankfulness, as another fruit o f
the Spirit, also requires cultivation . One principal obstacle en -
countered in the developing of thankfulness is a poor memory .
Since we all suffer somewhat from this malady, it is relativel y
easy to forget to be thankful . Sometimes the excitemen t
associated with an event where we are beneficiaries of God' s
grace and goodness preoccupies us so thoroughly that we
forget to give thanks to our Heavenly Father . However, whe n
we consider the circumstance later on, we should react quickl y
to correct our previous neglect . This habit of always givin g
thanks, no matter how long after the experience, eventuall y
should cause us to grow more conscious of the need to do so at
the very moment we receive God's blessings . Thus, we may
grow in this grace and develop a more ready spirit of thankful -
ness .

Thankfulness is a trait which we all enjoy seeing displayed .
How pleasing must it be to the Heavenly Father when w e
express our thanks to him for his many benefits, and say wit h
the psalmist, "Blessed be the LORD, who daily loadeth u s
with benefits, even the God of our salvation ."—Ps . 68 :1 9

An incident occurring in the life of Jesus demonstrates th e
attitude of gratitude as one of the characteristics sought b y
the Heavenly Father in calling the members of his church .
An account of this experience is recorded in Luke 17 :11-19 .
"It came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passe d
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee . And as he entere d
into a certain village, there met him ten men that wer e
lepers, which stood afar off : and they lifted up their voices ,
and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us . And when he saw
them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves unto th e
priests . And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were
cleansed . And one of them, when he saw that he was healed ,
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turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fel l
down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks : and he was a
Samaritan . And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten
cleansed? But where are the nine? There are not found tha t
returned to give glory to God, save this stranger . And he sai d
unto him, Arise, go thy way : thy faith hath made thee
whole . "

Leprosy has been used in the Scriptures to represent th e
condition of sin . Those who were healed of leprosy picture d
sinners who are cleansed from sin through the ranso m
sacrifice of Jesus . The ten lepers in this case might wel l
represent all those desiring to be cleansed from sin during thi s
Gospel Age. All the lepers expressed faith by asking Jesus t o
have mercy on them and to remove their sickness . When h e
told them to go and show themselves to the priests, all of the m
went, no doubt expecting a miracle to occur on their behalf ,
along the way .

Under the Mosaic Law, if a leper was healed of his disease ,
the priests had to approve and verify his cure before he coul d
be reinstated into the society of Israel . Under the observatio n
and supervision of the priests, specific rituals had to b e
performed, as defined in the fourteenth chapter of Leviticus .
Aware of these requirements of the Law, the ten leper s
hastened off to find the priests . "It came to pass, that, a s
they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when h e
saw that he was healed, turned back" and fell down at Jesus '
feet and gave thanks . Jesus told him it was his faith that had
made him whole . The other nine also had faith that mad e
them whole, but they lacked the gratitude that would induce
them to return and give thanks . The excitement of realizing
they were cleansed spurred them on to show themselves t o
the priests as Jesus had commanded, the uppermost though t
in their minds no doubt being their reinstatement into the
society of Israel . Now they could resume their normal way o f
life, no longer banished to the outskirts of the villag e
separate from other people of Israel . This preoccupatio n
tended to blot out thoughts of thankfulness to thei r
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benefactor. To their shame as Israelites, the one that di d
return was a Samaritan . Jesus said to him, "Were there no t
ten cleansed, but where are the nine? "

There is an important lesson here for all those who desir e
to be cleansed during the Gospel Age. Like the Samaritan ,
each member of the church must have gratitude in his hear t
for the great power of God through Christ which has cleanse d
him from his sins . The church, composed of both Jews an d
Gentiles, is aptly pictured by the Samaritan leper, since th e
Samaritans as a people were a mixture of Israelites an d
Babylonians through intermarriage. How well the gratitude o f
the church for their redemption through Jesus is expresse d
these words of the Apostle Paul : "Thanks be unto God for hi s
unspeakable [inexpressible, Diaglott] gift ." (II Cor . 9 :15) Thi s
gift of God was so appreciated by the apostle he could not fin d
words to express his feelings of gratitude . What makes thi s
gift even more precious is the knowledge that it is for th e
entire world of mankind as well as for his church, as Jesu s
said, "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotte n
Son, that whosoever believeth in [into, Diaglott] him shoul d
not perish but have everlasting life ." (John 3 :16) The churc h
during this age and the world of mankind in the Millennial Ag e
to come have this promise of eternal life as a gift of Go d
through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom . 6 :2,3), and for this al l
should be eternally grateful .

Thankfulness is like a song in our hearts, an expression of
joy and happiness! How glad our Heavenly Father must b e
when he sees our happiness and gratitude of heart expressed
in psalms, hymns, and songs. It is a manifestation of th e
"Word of Christ" dwelling richly in us . Desiring to inspire ap-
preciation and thankfulness for the Word of truth, James
wrote, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above ,
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is n o
variableness, neither shadow of turning . Of his own wil l
begat he us with the Word of truth, that we should be a kin d
of firstfruits of his creatures." (James 1 :17,18) As hi s
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children, the Word of truth dwelling in us is instrumental i n
accomplishing the task of conforming our lives to the characte r
image of our Heavenly Father, whom we admire and love .

Above all, our thankfulness should be inspired by God ' s
goodness. We sing to the LORD from our hearts along with th e
psalmist, "Praise ye the LORD . 0 give thanks unto the
LORD; for he is good : for his mercy endureth forever . Who
can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? Who can show fort h
all his praise? Blessed are they that keep judgment, and h e
that doeth righteousness at all times . Remember me, 0
LORD, with the favor that thou bearest unto thy people : 0
visit me with thy salvation ; that I may see the good of thy
chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I
may glory with thine inheritance ." (Ps. 106 :1-5) What a
beautiful expression of appreciation for God's goodness, an d
our desire in some small measure to be worthy of his favor .

In the one hundred and seventh psalm, there is a n
exhortation to those whom God has redeemed : "Let the
redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed fro m
the hand of the enemy ; and gathered them out of the lands ,
from the east, and from the west, from the north, and fro m
the south . They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way ;
they found no city to dwell in . Hungry and thirsty, their sou l
fainted in them . Then they cried unto the LORD in thei r
trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses . And
he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a
city of habitation ." (Ps . 107:2-7) This is followed by an
exclamatory verse that bemoans the lack of appreciation o n
the part of many : "Oh that men would praise the LORD fo r
his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children o f
men!"—vs . 8

In these passages of Scripture, the church, spoken of as th e
redeemed, is shown to be seeking for a city—God's
kingdom—even as Abraham looked for a city : "He
[Abraham] looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God ." (Neb . 11 :10) They have bee n
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redeemed from the enemy of death, as the Apostle John ha s
said, "We know that we have passed from death unto life ,
because we love the brethren ." (I John 3 :14) They have bee n
gathered from every land and people . "There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neithe r
male nor female : for ye are all one in Christ Jesus ." (Gal .
3 :28) They were found wandering in the wilderness of thi s
present evil world, but now have been rescued . "You hath he
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins ; wherein i n
time past ye walked accordina to the course of this world ,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit tha t
now worketh in the children of disobedience : among who m
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts o f
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind ;
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others . But
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith h e
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened u s
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved) ." (Eph . 2 :1-5 )
Their hunger and thirst have been satisfied : "Blessed ar e
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for the y
shall be filled ." (Matt . 5:6) But above all, they have found
the city they were seeking : "Ye are come unto Mount Zion ,
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem . "
—Neb . 12 :22

How thankful we should be that God has so richly favore d
us . To him be praise forever and ever!

	

q

THE things to be restored by and through Christ ar e
those things which were lost through Adam's transgres -
sion . (Rom . 5 :18,19) Man did not lose a heavenly, but a n
earthly paradise . Under the death penalty he did not lose
a spiritual, but a human existence ; and all that was los t
was purchased back by his Redeemer, who declared that

he came to seek and to save that which was lost .—Luke 19:1 0

48

	

THE DAWN



Christian Life and Doctrine

"Think It Not Strange"
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery tria l
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happene d
unto you : but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers o f
Christ's sufferings ; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy ."—1 Peter 4 :12,1 3

SUFFERING of any kind is foreign to the natural desires o f
all God's intelligent creatures, and the human creation is n o
exception . One of the most blessed assurances given us con-
cerning God's plan for the human race is that eventuall y
"there shall be no pain ." That will be at the close of the Mil-
lennium, when sickness, and even death itself, will have been
destroyed, and when all things shall have been "made new . "
—Rev. 21 :4, 5

But we are still in a suffering and dying world, and the fol-
lowers of the Master share in the experiences which ar e
common to all mankind . The divine arrangement for the m
does not call for a release from suffering simply because they
are servants of God .

Pain itself is difficult enough to endure, but when there i s
added to physical suffering an uncertainty as to why it i s
necessary, or what the cause might be, then it becomes more
difficult to bear . This frequently is the case with the people o f
God ; when visited by afflictions of one sort or another, the y
begin to wonder what they have done to displease the LORD .
In searching their hearts and lives for the answer, whil e
knowing they are imperfect, usually they can find no specia l
reason for suffering more than do their brethren . So with
anxiety, and sometimes even fear, their burden is increased .

However, when we understand clearly the viewpoint which
is presented to us in the Word of God, we will have no caus e
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to wonder and worry about our troubles, whether they b e
sickness or other afflictions . It is this that the Apostle Peter i s
explaining to us in our text . "Think it not strange," he says ,
"concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though
some strange thing happened unto you . "

The King James translation does not give us the full dept h
of thought expressed by Peter . Basically, the Greek wor d
here translated 'strange' is one that suggests the rela-
tionship between a host and a guest ; that is, those who ar e
not members of the same family . It is a similar word used b y
Paul in his reference to the experience of Abraham whe n
visited by three angels. Paul wrote, "Be not forgetful to
entertain strangers ; for thereby some have entertaine d
angels unawares ."—Heb . 13 : 1

Abraham knew that the angels were foreign to him, but h e
welcomed them as guests, and entertained them . But, as
Peter explains, we are not to think of our trials as being
foreign to us . We are to take them in, so to speak, as a part o f
our family of experiences and learn to live with them . To take
this viewpoint of our afflictions will help a great deal i n
becoming reconciled to them, and learning the necessary
lessons which they are designed to teach us .

Confirming this viewpoint of our trials is the Greek word
used in this text, and translated 'happened', in th e
expression, "as though some strange thing happened unt o
you ." Its literal meaning is 'to walk together' . The thought i s
that when trials visit us, and even walk together with us, w e
are not to think of them as strangers, or aliens, but to accep t
such experiences as though they were our friends, or eve n
members of our family .

Peter explains that the reason we should not think of ou r
trials as being strange, or alien to us, is that in experiencin g
them we are partakers of Christ's sufferings, or, as the Greek
text indicates, we are "partners" in Christ's sufferings . I n
other words, in our trials we are sharing the common experi -
ences of all whom the Heavenly Father is preparing to share
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in the glory of the kingdom, and to partake of the glory of th e
divine nature .

Since trials are thus so closely related to our hope of glory ,
we should not consider them as strange, but should welcom e
them into our lives, get acquainted with them, and learn wel l
the lessons which they alone are able to teach us . Just thin k
of the blessing Abraham derived from being host to the three
strangers who visited him! Instead of resenting the fact tha t
they had called, he treated them as members of his family ,
and from them learned wonderful lessons .

It was from these strangers that Abraham received th e
final assurance that Sarah should bear him a seed, and it wa s
from these also that the patriarch learned about the impend -
ing destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah . Yes, Abraham "en-
tertained angels unawares ." We, too, will discover that if we
become reconciled to our trials and consider them as a neces -
sary part of our family of experiences, they will be as angel s
to impart much valuable information which we need in orde r
to make our calling and election sure .

Not an Evidence of God's Disfavo r
Trials, to the Christian, are not an evidence of God's dis-

favor, but the reverse . Paul wrote, "All that will live godly i n
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution ."—I I Tim . 3 :1 2

And we read again that it is through "much tribulation "
that we enter the kingdom . (Acts 14 :22) Even if some of ou r
trials may be in the nature of disciplinary stripes they are stil l
an evidence of God's love. "For whom the LORD loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son he receiveth ."—Heb .
12 : 6

Yes, every son whom the Father receives and loves will be
subject to training and discipline . Therefore, when trials are
permitted for this purpose we should think of them as
evidences of God's grace, not as being alien, or foreign, t o
our needs as new creatures in Christ Jesus .
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Of the wicked, David wrote, "Their eyes stand out wit h
fatness : they have more than heart could wish ." (Ps. 73 :7 )
This, of course, is not necessarily true of all who are no t
running for the prize of the high calling of God in Chris t
Jesus . There are many in the world who have severe trials ,
either through poverty, or in other ways . At times, it is a
temptation to a Christian to compare his lot with a worldl y
friend or neighbor who is doing well along material lines, an d
perhaps wonder why, as a child of God, he himself is havin g
such a `hard time' .

It is often along this line that the devil tries to discourag e
us . He endeavors to catch us off guard, and inject th e
thought into our minds that if we were truly the LORD'S h e
would take better care of us . This reasoning might wel l
appeal to our fleshly minds, and we would begin to wonde r
why we should not have things at least as favorable as ou r
neighbors .

Should you be tempted along this line, simply recall th e
words of Peter, "Think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial" that is trying you . True, your neighbor may be carefre e
and prosperous, and you should be glad that he is . But h e
does not possess the glorious hope of joint-heirship wit h
Christ Jesus that stirs your heart and enriches your life . H e
may be getting much out of the present life, but you ar e
made rich by the joys of faith . He is without God, having n o
hope in the world ; you have the presence and favor of God ,
and you have a hope that fadeth not away, eternal in th e
heavens .—I Pet . 1 : 4
Trials Common to Al l

Paul informs us that Christians do not have an y
temptations, or trials, but what are common to man . (I Cor .
10:13) This is quite true . The entire human race is sufferin g
and dying . Because of this, all experience mental an d
physical suffering ; all sooner or later sicken and die . There i s
a common heritage of trial which is experienced in ever y
family, and by every member of the dying race .
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Individually, nearly all of us experience, intermittently ,
periods of carefree and happy existence ; and it is fortunat e
that this is so . But no one knows when disaster will strike .
When we give ourselves to the LORD to follow in the foot-
steps of Jesus, we are not translated out of this general situ-
ation of the world . Instead, the LORD uses these commo n
experiences of man for the testing of our faith and patience ,
and for our disciplinary training .

It is true, of course, that this general ministry of evil i s
being utilized by the LORD for the good of all mankind, bu t
with the world in general there is as yet no compensating
grace of God to offset the trials . The value of these experi-
ences will not be realized by the world until their day of judg -
ment during the thousand years of Christ's reign .

But with us it is different . Our trials as members of th e
fallen race are no more severe, on the average, than those of
the world, but we have a wonderful burden-bearer who i s
ever present to console and give us strength . The LORD sai d
to Moses, "My presence shall go with thee, and I will giv e
thee rest ." (Exod . 33 :14) This is no less true of the LORD' S
consecrated people today . And in addition, as Paul remind s
us, we have a sympathetic High Priest under whom we serve ,
who was "touched with the feeling of our infirmities ." —
Heb. 4 :1 5

Paul also explains that Jesus was tempted in all point s
"like as we are, yet without sin ." (Heb. 4 :15) Jesus was no t
himself a sinner, nor did he yield to the temptations whic h
were presented to him by Satan and by the sinful world .
Nevertheless, he was in this world . He was surrounded b y
suffering, and he experienced all the hardships which are
common to man, so he knows what we are going through ,
and is able to succor us in our trials .

For the Truth's Sak e
The sufferings of Christ, in which we are invited to share ,

were in part the bitter persecutions which came upon him ,
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and which resulted in his death . He was persecuted becaus e
of his faithfulness in proclaiming unpopular truths, and i n
exposing popular error . We are to follow his example in this ,
and while today the persecuting spirit manifests itself alon g
more refined lines, such as ostracism and cold indifference ,
we will surely feel the opposition of those who sit in darknes s
if we faithfully let our light shine .

Jesus also suffered weariness of the flesh because of hi s
faithfulness to his vows of consecration . We have the same
opportunity . How encouraging it is to realize that today ther e
are still many of the LORD'S consecrated people who, i n
addition to spending necessary time and strength meetin g
the temporal responsibilities of life, are happy to wor k
'overtime', as it were, in the service of the LORD .

When the unconsecrated are through with their necessary
daily toil, they are free to seek enjoyment or relaxation wher e
it suits them the best . Actually, of course, the LORD' S
people do the same, but the greatest pleasure of th e
consecrated heart is to seek out ways and means of devotin g
time and strength directly in the service of the LORD .

There is a Bible class or testimony meeting to attend .
There is study of the LORD'S Word to be done in order to b e
equipped to give an answer for the hope which we have
within us . There is truth literature to be distributed . For
some there is the privilege of addressing envelopes in whic h
literature can be mailed .

Yes, there are many avenues of service, and the conse-
crated today are finding these and utilizing their strength a s
faithfully as possible, and in the spirit of rejoicing, just a s
Jesus did . Oftentimes prob„bly Jesus would have appreci-
ated the privilege of a little n )rerest, and it is the same wit h
the LORD'S people today . But he was laying down his life ,
and we are laying down our lives with him so we rejoice i n
our weariness because it is a part of his suffering .

Jesus also suffered sympathetically because of being in th e
world—although he was not of the world . Being himself
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perfect, the sinful and imperfect things of the world would b e
even a greater trial to him than otherwise . The sickness an d
death with which he was surrounded bore down heavily upo n
his sympathetic shoulders . When Jesus stood by the tomb o f
Lazarus he wept in sympathy for the family, and for th e
whole dying world .

We also participate in these sufferings of Christ . True, ou r
minds are more or less dulled by inherent imperfection, so
we cannot enter into the sufferings of mankind with the sam e
degree of sympathetic understanding that Jesus did . How-
ever, it was our revolt against sin which led us to the LORD ,
and having consecrated ourselves to his service, and re-
ceived of his Holy Spirit, we are to some extent in the sam e
relative position in the world as Jesus occupied, and thu s
share in his sufferings along this line .

Jesus spoke of this when he said, "Blessed are they that
mourn, for they shall be contorted ." (Matt . 5 :4) This coul d
be true only of the consecrated, who mourn sympatheticall y
for the sorrows of others, as Jesus did . Of Jesus it is written
that he was a "man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ." —
Isa . 53 : 3

Jesus was not grief-stricken because of illness, or poverty ,
or failure in business, or for any of the reasons that ordinaril y
destroy human happiness . Rather, he was mournful becaus e
of the sadness with which he was surrounded . His weeping at
the tomb of Lazarus was an evidence of this, an indication o f
the burden which continually bore upon his sympatheti c
heart .

Are we, from this standpoint, suffering with Jesus? Does a
part of our daily trial consist of the fact that we are pained b y
the sorrow of others? If this be true, we have one of the mos t
outstanding witnesses of the Spirit that we are the children o f
God . Surely we should not think such trials strange, bu t
should rejoice indeed if we have this evidence of Christ -
likeness .
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Love for the Brethren
It was because Jesus loved the world that he suffered sym-

pathetically with the people . This will be the basis of ou r
sympathy toward the poor groaning creation . And thi s
feeling will be even more keenly felt toward our brethren i n
Christ . Concerning this Paul wrote : "If there be therefore
any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellow-
ship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfill ye my joy .
that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of on e
accord, of one mind ."—Phil . 2 :1, 2

Just as Jesus passed through experiences similar to thos e
which try us, and is now able to understand and succor us ,
this should also be true among ourselves . We are all running
in the same narrow way of sacrifice . We are all living in th e
same unfriendly world . We are all subject to the same trial s
and temptations . Should not our hearts go out to one anothe r
in sympathetic understanding, and in the spirit of tru e
comfort and helpfulness ?

This, indeed, has been the attitude of the truly consecrat-
ed . If we do not find such a spirit surging up in our own
hearts, we may know that we are lacking in true Christian
growth . Concerning the brethren in Galatia, Paul wrote, "Y e
would have plucked out your own eyes, and would have give n
them to me ." (Gal . 4 :15) As we know, Paul's eyesight wa s
seriously impaired . This was a great trial to him . Evidently
the Galatian brethren realized this, and in their spirit o f
sympathy made Paul feel that if it had been possible the y
would have given him their eyes .

To realize that our brethren in Christ are considering us i n
terms of genuine sympathy and in the spirit of helpfulness ,
assists in providing strength to face the difficulties of th e
narrow way . John said that we ought to lay down our lives fo r
the brethren, and this surely involves the outpouring of ou r
love and sympathy in words and acts of kindness to on e
another in times of need .—I John 3 :1 6

Besides, the very fact that we are laying down our lives a s
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Jesus did should remind us not to think it strange whe n
surrounded with hardships and trials, for such experience s
are the flames necessary to consume our sacrifice . We do no t
need to face a firing squad, or be burned at the stake, o r
thrown to the lions, in order to suffer with Christ, and b e
planted together in the likeness of his death .

The Scriptures admonish that whether we eat, or drink, o r
whatever we do, all is to be done as unto the LORD . (I Cor .
10 :31 ; Col . 3 :17) We can also consider all our hardships as in -
directly related to our partnership in Christ's suffering . To
view our common tasks and our trivial cares from thi s
standpoint will transform them into hallowed experiences i n
which we will see the hand of the LORD directing ou r
destiny, and causing all things to work together for our good .

We are told that Jesus was made perfect by the thing s
which he suffered . He was trained, that is, for the position h e
now occupies as our sympathetic High Priest, and the Head
of the royal priesthood, which later will succor the whol e
world of mankind . He was tested in all points as a ne w
creature similar to the manner in which we are tested as ne w
creatures ; but only by observation did he become acquainted
with the weaknesses of the dying race .

So, during the Gospel Age the church is being mad e
perfect, or trained to be associated with Jesus in dealing wit h
the sin-cursed world . Because we are by nature sinners, i t
means that the world's priesthood will, by actual experienc e
as well as by observation, be able to deal sympatheticall y
with the people during the future mediatorial reign .

Since Jesus died in order to provide life, it might be expect-
ed that those who accept the provision of his blood woul d
immediately be released from suffering and death . But they
are not . Instead, they are invited to suffer and die with him .
So, when you suffer, think it not strange . The LORD could
deliver you from it, but he wants you to learn from this ex-
perience the great need of all the human race who are un-
dergoing similar pain . It is your training, the way you ar e
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being "made perfect" as a part of the world's sympatheti c
priesthood .

The hardships of the world are many and varied—disease ,
pain, death, financial worries, humiliations, disappoint-
ments, misunderstandings, and many others . Being in the
world, we share in all these. But think it not strange, for i n
the great economy of God he is using these distresses t o
enrich your spiritual life, and to prepare you for glory .

To the unconsecrated a bitter experience may be tragic, bu t
to you it can be an instrument in the LORD'S hand to teac h
you sympathy for the millions who are similarly suffering ,
and thus make you a little better prepared for your futur e
work as a co-mediator of the New Covenant .

Those who understand the divine plan of salvation kno w
why the LORD permitted evil ; that it was because he wante d
his human creation to learn valuable lessons from the experi -
ence. But do we always stop to think when we are passin g
through severe trials which result to us from the permissio n
of evil, that in our case the LORD is using these experiences
in a special way, that by them he is training us to be th e
teachers of the world of mankind to help them to understan d
the full meaning of the reign of sin and death ?

This, beloved, is the divine purpose of your calling, and o f
permitting you to suffer even as the world suffers . Think i t
not strange, therefore, that you should find yourself in a
furnace of affliction . Rejoice, rather, that you are a partner i n
the sufferings of Christ, and that your trials are being used
for the same purpose as were his .

To keep this proper thought in mind will help us greatly t o
bear our trials . But merely to bear them is not enough . The
LORD wants us to bear them patiently, and in spite of the m
to be rejoicing Christians . This is also possible throug h
faith—faith that is in the promises of God to strengthen us i n
our weakness, and to guide our otherwise uncertain steps .

The LORD said concerning his typical people that when
they were afflicted he also suffered . (Isa . 63 :9) Surely this i s
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no less true with us . If our faith can grasp this fact, it wil l
help to make every ache and pain—of mind or heart, o r
body—a sacred experience of priceless value in preparing u s
for that high position for which we have been apprehended
by God .

And this will be true regardless of the specific cause of ou r
distresses, for they are all being utilized by the LORD in con -
nection with the trial of our faith . Because Jesus let his light
shine he was hated by the world, and persecuted . If we faith -
fully let our light shine, we will find that as he was, so are w e
in the world . Jesus said, "In the world ye shall have tribula-
tion ; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world ."—
John 16:33

As we have seen, Jesus had many trials simply because o f
his association with the imperfect and dying race of mankind .
We suffer likewise . If some of our trials are disciplines of th e
LORD, even these we should recognize as evidences of th e
Father's love, designed by infinite wisdom, and adminis-
tered with patient tenderness . Think it not strange, then ,
concerning your fiery trials . Remember that your Heavenly
Father knows all about them, and if you tune your ear to hi s
Word you will hear him say, "My grace is sufficient for thee ;
for my strength is made perfect in weakness ." (II Cor . 12 :9 )
"Be strong and of a good courage ; be not afraid, neither b e
thou dismayed ; for the LORD thy God is with thee whither-
soever thou goest ."—Josh . 1 : 9

Because the LORD fulfills these promises in our day-by -
day experiences, we can rejoice in him and in the power o f
his might . Despite fiery trials, our lives will flow on in endless
song . Our joy in the LORD will abound, and the "peace o f
God which passeth understanding" will be our daily an d
blessed portion .—Phil . 4 :6,7

	

El

"The work of righteousness shall be peace : and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assurance forever . "

—Isaiah 32:17
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Answers to

Test Your Knowledge Questions
(See Page 15 for Questions)

1. It is a day set apart to rende r
thanks for divine goodness .

2. David, who is a type of th e
Christ, the anointed of God—
Jesus and the church in th e
flesh . So also should we prais e
and magnify his name .

3. "God be thanked, that ye
were the servants of sin, but . . .
ye became the servants of righ-
teousness . "—Rom . 6 :17,18

4. Because the Pharisee had
the spirit of pride and self-
exaltation . He was `telling God '
what a good man he was . Jesu s
said, "Everyone that exalteth
himself shall be abased, and h e
that humbleth himself shall be
exalted ."—Luke 18 :1 4

5. While being taken prisoner
to Rome, Paul was comforted b y
meeting those of "like preciou s
faith ."—Acts 28 :15 ; II Pet . 1 : 1

6. " . . . for this is the will of Go d
in Christ Jesus concerning you . "
If we know that every experience
God permits has some bearin g
on our spiritual development, w e
can give thanks for everything .

7. Confessing to his name, and
giving thanks and praise to th e
LORD, is spoken of as "the fruit
of our lips" in Hebrews 13 :15

8. " . . . be ye thankful ."—Col .
3 :15

9. "Thanks be to God, whic h
giveth us the victory through ou r
Lord Jesus Christ ."—11 Cor .
15 :5 7

10. By consecrating ourselves t o
God, to have his will done in our
mortal bodies . ' `This is the will of
God, even your sanctification ."

11. At the resurrection of the
dead, all the willing and obedient
of earth will bow their knees an d
every tongue will confess praise
and thanksgiving to the LORD . —
Phil . 2 :10,11 ; Rev . 5 :13 ; 15 : 4

12. Revelation 11:17 refers to the
time of our Lord's second advent
which, when its work is complete
will see the kingdoms of thi s
world under the authority of ou r
Lord, who will reign "from sea t o
sea, and from the river unto th e
ends of the earth . " (Ps . 72:8 )
There shall be nothing to "hurt
nor destroy" in his kingdom ,
with God's will being "done in
earth as in heaven ." (Isa. 11 :9 ;
65 :25 ; Matt . 6:10) No wonde r
when Revelation 5 :13 is fulfille d
that all creatures will be thankfu l
to "him that sitteth upon th e
throne, and unto the Lam b
forever and ever . "

60

	

THE DAWN



Encouraging Letters
WONDERFUL MAGAZIN E

Dear Friends: Please rene w
my subscription to Th e
Dawn. It is the most wonder-
ful magazine in the world! I
am so glad I learned the truth
about God, and his love for
everyone. I'm sending a little
extra, as you can help people
better than I can. Thank you
so much!—O H

A NEW FRIEND

Dear Sirs : I amjust becom-
ing acquainted with the Dawn
publications, and what a tre-
mendous blessing! Pleas e
send the following four sub-
scriptions to The Dawn mag-
azine, and also please sen d
me the following booklets :
"The Truth about Hell," and
"Hope Beyond the Grave, "
as well as a copy of "Hymns
of Dawn." Thank you!—MO

SEARCHING

Dear Sirs : Recently afriend
of mine showed me a boo k
that he had bought at a sale .
The name of it is "The Di -
vine Plan of the Ages," and
it is the first of six volumes .

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

Guided by the address con-
tained in it, I am for -
warding this letter in th e
hope of obtaining this book,
and the current availability
of any similar published
works . Any help you can pro -
vide will be greatly appreci-
ated. Sincerely . —PA

REJOICING IN THE TRUTH

Gentlemen: Please send m e
three copies of "The Crea-
tor's Grand Design, " an d
others of your publications .
—CA

VERY INFORMATIVE

Gentlemen: Please send m e
the "God'sPlan" booklet . I
listen to your very informa-
tive discussions each week,
and I am truly desirous of
learning more about God' s
plan. One of the questions
that has been puzzling me fo r
years was answered on your
program. If it is possible, I
would like to have a copy of
your question and answe r
portion of the program tha t
was aired today. Yours very
truly . —MI
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BOOKLET HELPED

Gentlemen: My wife recently
died, and I received from you
the booklet, "Hope." I ap-
preciate getting this, and
thank you so much for it . I
am still grieved, and very
lonely . This booklet has
helped me . Thank you! Yours
sincerely . —KS

"FASCINATED "

Dear Sirs : Please send tw o
copies, one for me and one
for my neighbor, of the book -
let, "The Future of Israe l
and the World." We both
saw the program on Sunday,
and were fascinated . We ap-
preciate your offer . Thank
you. Cordially . —AL

	

q

For Your Newspaper:
To the left is a suggestio n

for a small advertisement
in your local newspaper .
This outline is designed fo r
three-and-one-half inches
in one column .

November Special :
On Sunday, November

18, "Frank and Ernest "
will discuss a topic of in-
terest to many . Attractiv e
circulars will be availabl e
for announcing this pro -
gram, and you are invite d
to send for as many as yo u
can use . They are free .
Address your request to :
The Dawn, East Ruther-
ford, NJ 07073

Listen to these
interesting topic s
to be discussed b y

`Frank & Ernest'

WLBJ-1410
8 :00 a .m . on SUNDAY S

Nov . 4-Times of Restitution
Nov . 11-Worlds and Age s
Nov . 18-Keys of Heaven & Hel l
Nov . 25-The Wages of Si n

Tune to these informative
discussions, and send for
free booklet offered after
each broadcast . Write to :

`FRANK and ERNEST '
Box 60, Dept . N . General Post Office

New York, N .Y_ 1011 6
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Speakers' Appointments
MINISTERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIS T

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of the
Dawn . Their services are furnished free upon request . Address your
request to Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, NJ
07073 . A visit will be arranged when possible .

E . HERRSCHER Allentown, PA 7
Louisville, AL

	

November

	

1 Washington, D .C . 1 3
Cincinnati, OH

	

3,4
Virginia Beach, VA 1 4Greenfield, OH

	

5
Columbus, OH

	

6 West Newton, PA 1 8
West Newton, PA

	

7

R .J . KRUPA
L . POST

Philadelphia, PA November 4
New Haven, CT

	

November 11
Pottstown, PA 4

G . PASSIO S
Allentown, PA

	

November 4 New Haven, CT 11

E .K . PENROS E
West Newton, PA

	

November 5
J . TAT E

Middletown, NY

	

November 4

Obituaries
The following brethren have recently finished their Christian

courses . We wish to express our sincere sympathy to the family an d
friends in their loss of these dear ones .

Sister Effie Stevens, Portland, OR—February 24 . Age, 104 .
Sister Mathilda Conrad, Milwaukee, WI—August 10 . Age, 88 .
Sister Nellie Dietrich, St . Louis, MO—August 28 . Age, 102 .
Sister Julia Ceropski, Brookfield, IL—August 28 . Age, 95 .
Sister Edith I . Wharton, Columbia, MO—September 3 . Age, 97 .
Sister Michalina Kuchar, Phoenix, AZ—September 7 . Age, 73 .
Brother Leslie Reekie, Covina, CA—September 14 . Age, 88 .
Sister Anna Magda, Windsor, Ont .—September 20 . Age, 79 .
Sister Janet Akers, Palm Desert, CA—September 25 . Age, 81 .

We appreciate information concerning any brethren to be in-
cluded in this list .

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
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Conventions
THESE CONVENTIONS ARE LISTED AT THE REQUEST OF TH E
INDIVIDUAL CLASSES WHO ARE SPONSORING THE GATHERINGS .

NEW HAVEN, CT, November 11 —
Italian-American Club, 85 Chas e
Lane, West Haven . Mrs . Richar d
Suraci, 171 Johnson Rd ., Hamde n
0651 8

DETROIT, MI, November 18—Red-
ford YWCA, 25940 Grand River, De -
troit . Frank Nemesh, 2183 Babcoc k
Dr ., Troy 4808 4

JERSEY CITY, NJ, November 17,1 8
—Masonic Temple, 1912 Morris

Ave ., Union . Secretary : Mrs . C .
Teklinski, 84 Arthur St ., Ridgefiel d
0766 0
CHICAGO, IL, November 25—Elm-
hurst Masonic Temple, York Rd . &
Arthur St ., Elmhurst . Secretary :
Ted Marten, 2033 Busse Hwy ., De s
Plaines, IL 6001 6
Phone : (312) 824-891 6

PHOENIX, AZ, December 29-31 —
Quality Inn, 2420 W . Thomas Rd .

1984 CONVENTION TAPES

The General Convention tapes for

1984 are now available, and will b e

supplied in the order requests are re-

ceived . Write to the Dawn Recorded

Lecture Service, 199 Railroad Avenue ,

East Rutherford, NJ 07073. Cassettes

on loan will be sent to you two at a

time. Upon return of these to us, w e

will send you two more, etc . This is a

free service of the Dawn . The talks ar e

furnished on cassettes only .

If you desire to purchase tapes, the

prices are :

90-minute cassette $ 3.00 each

60-minute cassette $ 2.00 each

Complete Convention $48 .00
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