
Lesson 75

The Apostle Peter

And you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in
among the oth ers and now share in the nour ish ing sap
from the olive root.—Romans 11:17

Cornelius, a Gen tile, prayed to God and respected him, but he 
was nei ther a Jew nor a Chris tian. He knew about Jesus and

wanted to fol low him and do God’s will, but that oppor tu nity was
not avail able to him or any other Gen tile.

An angel of the Lord appeared to Cornelius in a vision. He told
Cornelius that God had heard his prayers and that he should find
a man named Peter who would explain God’s will to him. So
Cornelius sent two of his ser vants to the house where Peter was
stay ing.

In the mean time, God instructed Peter about Cornelius. Up
until that time God had dealt only with the Jew ish peo ple. But
now, three and a half years after Jesus’ death on the cross, God’s
invi ta tion to become part of the church class was to be extended
to the Gen tiles. Cornelius would be the first Gen tile con vert.

This was a new con cept to Peter and the oth ers for they had
been for bid den by the law to have close friends among the Gen -
tiles or to marry into their fam i lies. Had the Jews faith fully fol -
lowed Jesus Christ, the entire church would have been selected
from that nation. How ever,  comparatively few responded to the
call and so the invi ta tion went to the Gen tiles as soon as the Jew -
ish age ended.

Peter learned through a vision that God’s instruc tions about
the Gen tiles were changing. Peter saw a great sheet come down
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from heaven which con tained many dif fer ent four-footed beasts,
all of which had always been for bid den for Jews to eat as they
were con sid ered unclean. Now God told Peter to kill and eat
them. This hap pened three times. While Peter thought about the
vision, three men came to ask him to go to the house of Cornelius. 
Peter and sev eral oth ers went to Cor nelius’ home imme di ately.

They found Cornelius and his fam ily eagerly wait ing to hear
what Peter had to say. Peter told them the true story of Jesus—his 
death, his res ur rec tion, the call to the church to be his bride. They 
were delighted to hear the mes sage and fully accepted the terms
of dis ci ple ship.

God poured out his holy spirit upon them and they re ceived the 
gifts of speak ing in for eign tongues just as the Jew ish believ ers
had at Pen te cost. They were all bap tized in the name of the Lord
—and Peter learned that “God does not show favoritism” (Acts
10:34). The Gos pel age had begun.

Peter’s vision showed him to accept
the Gen tiles into the church.
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