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Highlights of Dawn

"Knowledge Shall Be Increased

IT IS true that God does not regard man-made division s
of time ; nonetheless this artificial arrangement can be use-
ful, in that it provides points of reference from which t o
view past events, to measure change, and to consider the
future. This is particularly true of the Lord's people
as they watch the unfolding of world events, especially as
these relate to the outworking of God's great plan o f
salvation for man .

From this standpoint, the year just ended was the last
in a decade almost unmatched in the history of mankind .
The Prophet Daniel said that when Michael should stan d
up there would be a time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation. He further indicated that at that
time many would run to and fro, and that knowledg e
would be increased . (Dan. 12:1-4) We believe we are wit-
nessing the fulfilment of this wonderful prophecy . We be-
lieve that Michael has now been standing up for man y
years ; and we are witnessing an almost incredible increas e
in communication and transportation and of troubles upo n
the world, all of which are closely related to the foretold
increase of knowledge .

Knowledge has been increasing for a long time, but fo r
many centuries it moved at a snail's pace. With the inven-
tion of moveable type by Gutenberg in the year 1444, per -
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mitting the mechanical printing of books, the addition of
new knowledge to old began slowly to advance. But few
among the masses, and even among the more affluent ,
could read or write, and the progress of learning was slow .
It was not until the nineteenth century, when educatio n
became somewhat more general, that knowledge bega n
more rapidly to increase, until now, in this present day,
when more and more of our youth consider a college di-
ploma to be their minimum educational goal, the gain i n
knowledge is accelerating at a dizzying pace. Books on vir-
tually any subject are available to and may be read by all .

Indeed, today, through the medium of modern electroni c
equipment—itself a product of the increase of knowledge
—the proliferation and dissemination of knowledge is as-
suming the proportions of an avalanche. No longer can
anyone hope to have more than a partial grasp of what
there is to be known about various subjects, or even abou t
any single subject. Practicing professional men continue t o
return to school year after year to keep up on the lates t
findings and techniques . Knowledge at the present time i s
so broad, diverse, and detailed that specialization is the
order of the day in almost every field of endeavor. Today ,
in the event of illness, one does not usually go to the old -
fashioned family doctor . He goes to a heart specialist, a
brain specialist, an opthamologist, a geriatrician, a derma-
tologist, etc . The general practitioner is, in fact, not easy
to find. When one has a legal problem, one doesn't just g o
to any lawyer . He finds a tax lawyer, a real estate lawyer ,
a maritime lawyer, a criminal lawyer, an estate lawyer, etc .

New Technique s

Within the dacade just past the advance of science and
technology almost staggers the imagination . New technique s
have been devised and older ones refined. One may be
reached by telephone while traveling in his car, flying
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across a continent, or aboard an ocean liner . Our televisio n
sets take us daily to the far corners of the earth ; whateve r
is happening anywhere may be known immediately to all .
The inventiveness of man even gives us the dubious privi-
lege of having a war, with many of its horrors, that is tak-
ing place half way around the world, presented to us i n
our living rooms .

Nuclear powered submarines armed with sufficient de-
structive power to annihilate hundreds of millions o f
people can traverse the oceans of the world without rising
to the surface, and without losing contact with headquar-
ters. Supersonic transport planes carrying upwards of five
hundred passengers will soon be cleaving the skies be-
tween the continents in a matter of a few hours—almost
too rapidly to permit one to settle down to enjoy the fin e
meal that is served. Small passenger ships ply betwee n
England and France without touching the water . And
doubtless man's crowning technological achievement t o
date has been the landing of men on the moon, and bring-
ing them back safely to the Planet Earth .

As a result of the increase of knowledge the workwee k
has been shortened and wages raised in more or less de-
gree throughout the world, thus affording more leisur e
time to workers. More people are enjoying the good things
of life than ever before . And while there are still grea t
areas of the world where poverty reigns, the standard of
living generally has been on the rise . But is this relative
abundance for the many bringing peace and contentmen t
to all? Is it improving the quality of life on this earth ?
And is it increasing understanding and harmony betwee n
nations?

Attitudes Changin g

The present high state of the art of gathering and dis-
seminating news from and to all parts of the world, as a
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result of the increase of knowledge, has brought about far -
reaching changes in attitudes . It has awakened under -
privileged individuals and nations to a realization of the
great gulf existing between their own status and that of
the more affluent and the more powerful . And they are
raising their voices to demand that changes be made an d
inequities be banished . Thus we find that we are living in
a day presenting the seeming paradox of a phenomenal in -
crease of knowledge bringing greater abundance and better
living on the one hand, and on the other the unprecedente d
rise throughout the world of violent protest and dissent .
There has developed a growing feeling that just because a
thing is ancient, or rich, or powerful, it is not necessaril y
right . Nor needs to be endured .

In this country no individual or institution seems im-
mune from these attacks, which assume many forms . Civil
rights protesters take to the streets to demand more an d
better jobs, better housing, improved schooling . Rioters
ravage, loot, and burn whole areas of cities to signal thei r
dissatisfaction and frustration with conditions in the ghet-
tos . Students, many from middle and upper class families ,
seize college buildings, destroy costly equipment, and hol d
officials hostage, to gain a voice in the selection of course s
of study and faculty and in the administration of the school .

Lven church organizations are subject to open blackmai l
by those demanding redress for wrongs a century old .
People from all walks of life join in unprecedented num-
bers in demonstrations in opposition to having their gov-
ernment engaging in an unpopular war . And whereas these
demonstrations have grown in number and violence, ofte n
resulting in death and injury, to say nothing of destruction
of property, there has been relatively little retaliation by
the civil authorities, there being no unanimity of though t
as to how best to react to these conditions .
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Church Also Affected

Also affected by the voice of dissent of these latter days
is no less an institution than the Roman Catholic Church.
Along with the other remarkable events of the past decade ,
we have the spectacle of a heretofore unyielding church
entertaining demands for liberalization of its dogmas and
practices and to a curtailing of its central power . These
demands have come from within the church itself; they
are evidenced in the increasing pressure by a substantial
segment of Roman Catholic bishops, often urged on b y
their own priests and laymen, to bring about a revision o f
the age-long "conservatism" of the church . It is hoped thu s
to gain some share in the decision-making process as i t
relates to the local operations of the church, in order t o
make the church more "relevant" to the lives of its con-
stituents .

This trend has not gone unopposed by the entrenched
few who sit in the seats of power. However, the push fo r
change has gained considerable momentum, and indication s
are that concessions will be forthcoming. This may be in

recognition of the departure from the fold of many Catho-
lics, including growing numbers of priests . Some idea of
the strength of this movement may be gained from the
fact that criticism of the Holy See and certain aspects of

its operations, even in the presence of the pope, wen t

unrebuked.

The voice of protest, the doctrine of dissent, like a con-
tagious disease, has even infected that seemingly invulner-
able institution, the home, where in many cases the exer-
cise of authority is being questioned by the children an d
abdicated by the parents . This rebellion against authority
and discipline, against formerly accepted ideas and stand-
ards, has given birth to a new phrase in our time—th e
generation gap .
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Ever since sin entered the Garden of Eden man has ha d
to apply himself diligently to the basic task of earning hi s
bread by the sweat of his brow . But the affluence an d
relative freedom from toil afforded many in the world
today by the use of modern machinery and technological
processes has provided the means and the time for many
to challenge those very established ways and institution s
which in fact produced that affluence and that freedom .
And the misuse of these same blessings has also provided
young and old with greater opportunities to fall into dis-
solute, and iniquitous, and corrupt ways .

Menace of Pollution

Among the problems of these last days of the decad e
just finished must be numbered the growing menace o f
pollution—pollution of the air, the earth, and the water .
This problem, too, is a d irect by-product of the misuse by
man of the increase of knowledge . Our air is polluted b y
nuclear fall-out, by the exhaust from our automobiles tha t
serve our transportation needs, by furnaces that keep our
homes warm. Insecticide run-off from our farms, sewag e
from our cities, and industrial wastes from our factorie s
contaminate our lakes and rivers, killing off bird and fish
life, and rendering the water unfit for human or animal
use .

And then there is the problem of the population explo-
sion. This, too, is, in some measure at least, related to th e
increase of knowledge . For centuries the rate of increase
in world population remained fairly constant . With the
latter-day increase in medical knowledge and improvement
of facilities for the care of mothers and babies, the rati o
of births to deaths has increased ; and of the number of
babies brought into the world today, more live into adult -

hood than formerly. Also, for the same reasons, the span
of life of man is in general increasing . There is serious
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concern in the minds of those who study these matters as
to how, in twenty-five years, or fifty years, the increase d
population of the world will be fed .

Already, the effects of this increase in population are to
be seen in the big cities of the world, where the overcrowd-
ing produces crime, tensions, disease, immorality, poverty ,
competition for jobs and for available housing . As with
people, so with nations, when overcrowding occurs, friction
and misunderstanding develop, sometimes leading to eco-
nomic wars .

Thus we have seen that as knowledge along all lines ha s
increased, lengthening the span of life for man and pro-
viding greater abundance and leisure time for many, ye t
these have not been shared by all, nor in equal degree ,
due to the selfishness of man. Nor have all those who have
been the chief beneficiaries of these advantages been
made happy and contented; for it seems that no matter
how much one has, the desire for even more is ever pres-
ent in the heart of fallen mankind . And with the passage
of time, the many problems besetting the world seem, t o
its leaders, to be growing in complexity .

The Futur e

What may we expect in the period ahead? The Prophet
Daniel has already given us the answer . The extraordinary
increase of knowledge that so markedly characterizes our
day continues unabated and, combined with the selfish-
ness of man, is inevitably producing the foretold trouble .
Just as surely as the promised increase of knowledge ha s
been experienced by the world, so also will come the tim e
of trouble such as was not since there was a nation . Indeed ,
the increase of knowledge, as we have seen, is closely re-
lated to and interwoven with the impending trouble, which
will culminate in the complete destruction of all of the
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unrighteous institutions of this "present evil world" in th e
day of the Lord, which has already begun .

The trouble comes upon the world because men hav e
forsaken the Lord, and have selfishly and cruelly exploit-
ed one another . On one occasion a Pharisee, who was a
lawyer, asked our Lord a question, saying, "Master, whic h
is the great commandment in the law?" Jesus said unto
him, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart ,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind . This is the
first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself ." (Matt . 22:34-40)
A wholehearted love for God that is manifested in rever-
ence and obedience, and love for one's fellow man—this i s
what has departed from men's hearts ; and this is the les-
son the world must learn. And they will learn it for all
time in the severity of the trouble coming upon the world
in this prophetic day of the Lord .

The Prophet Zephaniah describes this day of the Lord ,
and says that it comes upon men because they have sinned
against the Lord : "The great day of the Lord is near, it i s
near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the
Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly . That day i s
a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of
the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and
against the high towers . And I will bring distress upon
men, that they shall walk like blind men, because the y
have sinned against the Lord : and their blood shall b e
poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither
their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them i n
the day of the Lord's wrath ; but the whole land shall be
devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make
even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land . "
—Zeph . 1 :14-18
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Desolation

The entire first chapter of Joel pictures the utter deso-
lation and misery that results from the coming of the day
of the Lord. "Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord i s
near, and as destruction from the Almighty it comes . "
(Joel 1:15) The second chapter carries forward the same
theme, and describes it as a day of darkness, in which the
Lord's symbolic great army will bring about the destruc-
tion of the present social order and the removal of th e
kingdoms (mountains) of this world . The prophet shows it
as an earthquake so great as even to reach up to and affect
the ecclesiastical heavens, "for the day of the Lord is grea t
and very terrible ; and who can abide it?"—Joel 2 :2-1 1

In the thirteenth chapter of Isaiah, the prophet confirm s
Zephaniah's statement that the day of the Lord comes a s
a punishment on the world for its iniquities: "Howl ye ;
for the day of the Lord is at hand ; it shall come as a de-
struction from the Almighty . Therefore shall all hands be
faint, and every man's heart shall melt ; . . . behold, the day
of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierc e
anger, to lay the land desolate; and he shall destroy the
sinners thereof out of it . . . . And I will punish the world
for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity ; and I will
cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay
low the haughtiness of the terrible . . . . Therefore I will
shake the [ecclesiastical] heavens, and the earth [social
order] shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of th e
Lord of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger ."—

Isa. 13:6-13

The Apostle Peter also tells us of the destruction of al l

evil institutions in the culmination of this time of trouble :
"The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night ; in
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise ,
and . . . the earth also, and the works that are therein shall
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be burned up." And then he sounds a note of joy : "Never-
theless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness ."—
II Pet . 3 :10-13

According to his promise! Just as surely there has been ,
according to his promise, an increase of knowledge, just as
surely will the time of trouble culminate in the destruc-
tion of all evil institutions . And just as surely will there
follow the new heavens and the new earth wherein dwell-
eth righteousness, the glorious kingdom of God—accordin g
to his promise! May thy kingdom soon come, Lord !

The Creator's Grand Design

Beginning with the Creator, creation, and man's fall into si n

and death, this book presents the basic doctrines of the divine

plan, including the truth about death, the soul, hell, and th e
Holy Spirit. This should be an excellent book for use in your

witness work . But don't take our word for it—get one and rea d

it for yourself! Two hundred and forty pages, bound in cloth .

$1 .00 each, postpai d
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR JANUARY 4

(30d'B Seined g5on
MEMORY VERSE : "Who hath also sealed us, and given the
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts ."—II Corinthians 1 :22

MATTHEW 3 :13-1 7
JOHN 1 :32-36
THE prophecy of Malachi ha d
foretold the coming of John
the Baptist to be the Lord's
messenger in announcing the
presence of a still greater mes-
senger, even "the messenger o f
the covenant." (Mal. 3:1) When
it was the due time for Jesus t o
embark upon his ministry he
properly presented himself to
John to be baptized . John's bap-
tism was a symbol of the re -
mission, or washing away, o f
sin, and was employed by hi m
on behalf of Jews who had
transgressed God's La :, and
who had repented of their sins .
John knew that Jesus was no t
in this category so he "forbad"
him, saying, "I have need to be
baptized of thee, and comes t
thou to me? "

Jesus' reply was, "Suffer [per-
mit] it to be so now: for thus
it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness." Jesus did not ex -
plain to John that his water im-
mersion had a different mean-
ing, that it was a symbol, not of

16

the remission of sin, but of th e
burial of his will into the will
of his Heavenly Father . And
this, indeed, is the true mean-
ing of water immersion in the
case of all who have dedicated
themselves to follow in the foot -
steps of Jesus .

The record states that Jesus ,
after being baptized, "went u p
straightway out of the water ."
This leaves no doubt that Jesus
had been down in the water,
and that the form of his sym-
bolic baptism was immersion .
And that it was merely a pic-
ture of his real baptism into
the will of his Heavenly Father
is indicated by a statement
which he made later, saying, "I
have a baptism to be baptized
with; and how am I straitened
till it be accomplished!"—Luke
12:5 0

We are told that when Jesus
did come out of the water, "the
heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him." Here we
have a symbolic statement—th e
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opening of the heavens . This
seems to suggest the receiving
of special spiritual vision, a n
understanding of the hitherto
important aspect of his Fa-
ther's will which had been kept
hidden.

It had been prophetically writ -
ten of Jesus, "Lo, I come: in
the volume of the book it is
written of me, I delight to do
thy will, 0 my God: yea, thy
law is within my heart" (Ps .
40:7,8) At Jordan Jesus ha d
presented himself in consecra-
tion to do his Father's will as it
had been expressed "in the vol-
ume of the book"—the Old
Testament Scriptures—and up -
on the basis of this dedication
he was given a vision as to the
meaning of the things whic h
had been written concerning
him.

The Holy Spirit descende d
upon Jesus "like" a dove . The
likeness referred to here is the
descent . It does not indicate
that the Holy Spirit looks like
a dove . All we definitely know
is that Jesus and John wer ; giv-
en some visible evidence that
the Holy Spirit came down fro m
God and rested upon, or withi n
the Master.

A "voice" accompanied the
descent of the Holy Spirit, say-
ing to Jesus, "This is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well
pleased" What a wonderful as-
surance this was of the Father' s
love and acceptance .

BIBLE STUDY

As we have noted, John als o
saw the demonstration, the "de-
scent" of the Holy Spirit upon
Jesus . Seemingly John als o
heard the voice which pro-
claimed that Jesus was the Son
of God. He says, "I saw, an d
bare record that this is the Son
of God." John needed to be as-
sured of this in order effective-
ly to announce the presence of
Jesus .

The very next day after
Jesus' baptism and the wonder-
ful display of divine power
which accompanied it, John
spoke to two of his disciples ,
saying, "Behold the Lamb of
God!"

Our memory verse reminds
us that as followers of Jesus we
also can rejoice in the assurance
given to us through the Hol y
Spirit that we are the children
of God. (Rom . 8 :16) Paul speaks
of this blessing as an "earnest"
or down payment of our inheri-
tance. To us, however, no out-
ward demonstration of the Hol y
Spirit is given. We receive this
assurance through the written
Word of God, which is itself a
product of God's power, his
Holy Spirit.

QUESTION S

Explain the nature of Jesus'
baptism, and its significance .

What is meant by the heav-
ens being opened to Jesus, and
what assurance was he given?
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 1 1

3esuB Confronts ZOi l
MEMORY VERSE : "For in that he himself hath suffered bein g
tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted ."

—Hebrews 2 :1 8

MATTHEW 4 :1-1 1
HEBREWS 4:14-1 6

IT WOULD seem that Jesus'
first important experience after
his baptism was to be "led up
of the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted of the Devil ." In
the wilderness Jesus fasted
forty days and forty nights. Th e
Scriptures do not indicate jus t
how he occupied himself dur-
ing this time, but since Jesu s
was intensely interested in do-
ing his Heavenly Father's will
we may safely assume that he
spent much time in holy medi-
tation on the things of the Old
Testament which had been writ -
ten concerning him .

Jesus was a perfect man, an d
would therefore have a perfec t
memory. Doubtless prior to his
baptism he had access to manu-
script copies of the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures and would no w
have well in mind what they
contained. Under the enlighten-
ing power of the Holy Spiri t
which came upon him at his
baptism, he would now be abl e
to grasp the meaning of wha t
had been written, and could
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discover his own role in the
plan of God very clearly.

That role, of course, was to
be one of sacrifice and suffer-
ing, even unto death. He kne w
that miracle-working power was
now at his command, but h e
knew also that this was not to
be used for his own preserva-
tion . He knew that he was the
Son of God, and that it woul d
be sin on his part to expect his
Heavenly Father to give hi m
any further demonstration of
this fact. He knew that in the
plan of God the due time woul d
come when he would be Kin g
of earth, the "King of kings,
and Lord of lords"; but he
knew that it would be sin to
do anything which would
change the divine timetable re-
specting the time when he
would become the world's Ruler .

We do not know the exten t
to which the Devil understood
these points . Perhaps not at all,
but he was well aware of hu-
man weaknesses . Had he not
caused the downfall of Ada m
thousands of years before this ?
So, when Jesus came out of th e
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wilderness, Satan appeared t o
tempt him. He suggested t o
Jesus that he use the power
now available to him to turn
stones into bread. Jesus had
been fasting for forty days an d
would certainly be hungry, an d
this suggestion might well in-
fluence one who was less loya l
to the Word of God .

But it did not influence Jesus .
His reply was, "It is written ,
Man shall not live by brea d
alone, but by every word tha t
proceedeth out of the mouth of
God." Jesus knew that eve n
though he should starve to
death at that time, it would no t
take away his eternal existenc e
if he remained loyal to th e
Word of God .

Satan's second temptation wa s
that Jesus cast himself down
from the pinnacle of the templ e
and thus demonstrate that he
was truly the Son of God . The
first two temptations were pred-
icated upon the statement, "If
thou be the Son of God ." We
found in last week's lesson that
Jesus was given assurance of
his sonship by a "voice fro m
heaven." To insist on further
proof would be wrong, and hi s
reply to Satan was, "It is writ-
ten, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God"

But Satan tried again . Thi s
time he offered Jesus all the
kingdoms of this world if he
would fall down and worship
him. As we have noted, Jesus

BIBLE STUDY

knew that in due time he woul d
receive these kingdoms from
God, and he certainly did not
propose to take them on the
Devil's terms, so he replied,
"Get thee hence, Satan: for it
is written, Thou shalt worshi p
the Lord thy God and him only
shalt thou serve ."—Deut . 6 :1 3

For the time being the Devil
ceased to tempt Jesus, who re-
ceived the rich blessing of hav-
ing angels minister unto him .
What strength he must hav e
received from this ministry !
Paul refers to Jesus as our
great High Priest . He wrote ,
"For we have not an High
Priest which cannot be touche d
with a feeling of our infirmi-
ties ; but was in all points tempt-
ed like as we are ."

This thought is again empha-
sized in our memory verse . We
are tempted by the weaknesse s
of our fallen flesh . Jesus did
not share in these experiences ,
for his flesh was perfect . W e
are tempted by Satan and the
world, but the Lord gives u s
strength and help to keep ou r
imperfect bodies under as we
endeavor to do his will .

QUESTION S

Name the three great tempta-
tions presented to Jesus by Sa-
tan, and explain their signifi-
cance .

What assurance is given t o
us by Jesus' faithfulness in
temptation?
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 1 8

,.csuu nnounce,o eod'u 1 ingdom

MEMORY VERSE : "From that time Jesus began to preach, an d
to say, Repent : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

—Matthew 4 :1 7

MATTHEW 4:12-17,23-26 ; 9 :35. 3 8
WHAT is the kingdom of heav-
en? It is the kingdom which the
God of heaven had for cen-
turies been promising through
his holy prophets. One of those
promises, which we believe i s
even now being fulfilled, i s
Daniel 2 :44, which reads, "In
the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never b e
destroyed: and the kingdo m
shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break i n
pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stan d
forever . "

"The days of these kings,"
we understand, is the time in
which we are now living . The
setting-up process of God's king-
dom is first of all resulting in
the destruction of the king-
doms or governments of this
world, and this accounts fo r
the half-century of chaos
through which the world ha s
already passed . When the king-
dom of God is fully established,
and functioning, it will be as a
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great mountain which will fill
the whole earth .—Dan . 2 :35

This kingdom of heaven, es-
tablished by the authority an d
power of the God of heaven, i s
more than merely a righteous
influence which will pervade
the earth . It is to be a real
government . The Prophet Isaiah ,
writing concerning the birth of
Jesus, said, "The government
shall be upon his shoulder" (Isa .
9 :6) ; that is, to use a more
modern expression, he wil l
shoulder the responsibility for
the successful functioning o f
this kingdom, and its bestowa l
of those blessings upon the
people which God has promised .

In this government, as in al l
governments, there will be th e
rulers, and under these rulers
there will be the subjects . Pri-
marily, Jesus will be the great
King, and he will have associ-
ated with him all those wh o
have followed him faithfully in
the way of sacrifice even unto
death. (Rev. 20 :4,6 ; II Tim. 2 :
11, 12) These rulers will be spir-
it beings, and thus invisible to
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man, but they will have huma n
representatives . These will be
the saints of God who lived and
died prior to our Lord's first
advent .

The subjects of the kingdo m
will be the whole world of man-
kind. These will receive the
blessings of the kingdom—thos e
biessh's which the holy proph-
ets of God foretold—the bless-
ings of peace, joy, health, and
everlasting human life for al l
who then accept Christ as thei r
Redeemer, and who obey the
laws of the kingdom .

To the prospective spiritual
rulers in the kingdom Jesus
said, "Fear not, little flock ; fo r
it is your Father's good pleasur e
to give you the kingdom. "
(Luke 12 :32) Concerning the hu-
man representatives of th e
kingdom, he said that th e
people would come from al l
parts of the world to learn
from Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, and all the prophets .

Much of Jesus' message was
directed toward those whom he
knew would be subjects in hi s
kingdom, so he illustrated the
blessings of that glorious time
of the kingdom by healing al l
manner of dis ases, and also b y
raising the dead, for this is
what the rulership of the king-
dom will accomplish for the
people when it becomes opera-
tive for the blessing of "all
families of the earth. "

BIBLE STUDY

This kingdom will continue
until all sickness and death are
destroyed. (I Cor . 15:25, 26) A
more detailed assurance of this
is given in Revelation 21 :4 ,
where we are informed that
"there shall be no more death, "
and that all tears will be wipe d
from the faces of the people .
I will "make all things new,"
the Lord promised. (Rev. 21 :5 )
What a reassuring prospect thi s
is, and shall we not continue t o
pray for that kingdom !

Jesus announced that the
kingdom of heaven was at
hand in his day . This was true
in the sense that the King ha d
then come and had begun t o
prepare for that kingdom . On e
of the main works of prepara-
tion was the giving up of hi s
life to redeem his future sub-
jects from death . And as a mat-
ter of fact it is the merit o f
his shed blood that makes u s
acceptable to the Father while
we are following Jesus int o
death, that we might live an d
reign with him in his kingdom .
Let us continue to pre eh the
Gospel of the kingdom !

QUESTION S

What is the Gospel of th e
kingdom?

Who are the rulers in thi s
kingdom, and who are the sub-
jects?

What blessings will the people
receive through this kingdom ?
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 2 5

3tzus 3nttrprtts the Iaty
MEMORY VERSE : "Owe no man anything, but to love one an-
other: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law."

—Romans 13 :8

scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the king-
dom of heaven ."

MATTHEW 5 :17-20, 38.48
GOD'S laws are unchangeabl e
and eternal . God's work throug h
and among his people may vary
from age to age, but his law
governing their conduct towar d
him and toward one another re -
mains the same. The Law which
was given to the people of Is-
rael at the hand of Moses was
not to be destroyed, and Jesus
explained that he had not com e
to destroy that Law, but to ful-
fil it . Because the Israelites
were members of the fallen and
sinful race they were unable t o
keep the Law ; but Jesus, being
perfect, did keep and thus ful-
fil it .

It is a serious matter wilfully
to break any of God's laws, and
even more serious to encourag e
others to do so . The scribes and
Pharisees of Jesus' day, whil e
not openly encouraging th e
people to break the Law, did
tend to make it void by their
traditions, traditions which re-
sulted in a lower standard of
righteousness than that se t
forth by God's pure Law. So
Jesus said to his disciples, "Ex-
cept your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of th e
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It was prophetically spoken o f
Jesus that he would "magnify
the law, and make it honorable . "
(Ise . 42 :21) The second section
of our lesson is an illustration
of the manner in which Jesus
magnified the Law. Instead of
"an eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth," which is an exact
principle of justice, Jesus taught ,
"Resist not evil : but whosoever
shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the othe r
also . "

Further, "If any man will sue
thee at the law, and take awa y
thy coat, let him have thy cloa k
also . And whosoever shall com-
pel thee to go a mile, go with
him twain. Give to him tha t
asketh thee, and from him
that would borrow of thee turn
not thou away . "

Then Jesus gave an example
of how tradition had been used
to set aside the real intent of
the Law. We quote : "Ye have
heard that it bath been said ,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor,
and hate thine enemy ." The
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Law taught that one should
love his neighbor; but the Law
did not teach that anyone
should hate his enemy—this was
a tradition . Notice Jesus' state-
ment, "Ye have heard that i t
hath been said ." The traditions
of the elders of Israel wer e
passed from one to another by
word of mouth . It was late r
that these traditions were pub-
lished in a book known today
as the Talmud .

I-low Jesus magnified the com-
mandment to love our neigh-
bor—"Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully us e
you, and persecute you; that y e
may be the children of your
Father which is in heaven: for
he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on
the unjust. "

Jesus continued his lesson on
love : "For if ye love them
which love you, what rewar d
have ye? do not even the pub-
licans the same? And if ye sa-
lute your brethren only, what
do ye more than others? do not
even the publicans so?" Thes e
are truly heart-searching ques-
tions for all who profess to be
walking in the footsteps of
Jesus .

The last verse of the lesson
is especially meaningful—"Be ye
therefore perfect, even as you r
Father which is in heaven is

BIBLE STUDY

perfect ." This does not refer t o
perfection of the flesh on ou r
part, for no member of the sin-
cursed and dying race can at-
tain to such a standard of per-
fection .

The New English Bible reads ,
"You must therefore be all
goodness, just as your Heavenly
Father is all good ." The wor d
"therefore" takes us back to
Jesus' reminder that the Heav-
enly Father causes the sun t o
shine and the rain to fall on the
evil and the good, the just an d
the unjust. If we are like our
Heavenly Father we will bles s
our enemies as the Father does,
and from this standpoint be his
children .

If we are "all good3 ass" as
our Father is—perfect, or all -
comprehensive in this respect—
while not free from imperfec-
tions, we will be emulating our
Heavenly Father, and will b e
fulfilling the intent of his Law .
And this, in the final analysis ,
is the operation of love in our
hearts; and this is what our
memory verse means. We have ,
as it were, a debt of love to be
paid to all, and especially t o
our brethren in Christ .

QUESTION S

Explain how Jesus fulfille d
the Law .

How did Jesus magnify the
Law ?

How can we be perfect as ou r
Heavenly Father is perfect?
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Christian Life and Doctrin e

Examining and Keeping the Heart

"Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it are the
issues of life."—Proverbs 4 :23

THE Bible clearly teaches that the attaining of eternal life
is possible only through the merit of the precious blood of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . From this standpoint life
is a gift of God; but his gift is available only to those who
believe, and this belief must be of the heart. Paul wrote ,
"With the heart man believeth unto righteousness [Greek ,
justification]; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation ."—Rom. 10:10

The word "heart" appears in the Bible about eight hun-
dred times, and in almost all instances it is used in a sym-
bolic sense. In describing the various heart conditions
which are possible, the Bible uses many expressions . The
Bible speaks of "integrity" of the heart . (Ps . 78:72) The
Bible speaks also of a heart that "fainteth ;" a heart that
is "hardened;" a "willing" heart ; a "discouraged" heart ;
a heart that is "grieved," and a heart that is "filled up . "

The Bible also speaks of "blindness" of heart ; "astonish-
ment" of heart ; hearts that are "melted" ; "glad" hearts ,
"merry" hearts, "rejoicing" hearts; "understanding"
hearts ; "singing" hearts, and "sorrowful" hearts . Then
there are "clean" hearts, and hearts that are "strength-
ened." There are "enlarged" hearts, "lonely" hearts, and
"burning" hearts . There are "broken and contrite" hearts ;
and there is also "singleness" of heart .
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It has been suggested that the heart is the seat of affec-
tion, and this definition would be in harmony with many
scriptures referring to the heart . A more comprehensiv e
thought would be that the heart is what we really are, i n
contrast with what we may outwardly appear to be . The
Christian will endeavor always to have his outward de-
meanor conform to his inward heart sentiments, but be -
cause of the imperfections of the flesh there will be im-
perfections of word and deed which do not reflect what w e
really desire to be. How thankful we should be that the
Lord does not judge his people according to what can b e
seen and heard by man, but that he is able to look upon
the "hidden man of the heart."—I Pet . 3 :4

We are reminded of this in connection with Samuel' s
anointing David to be King of Israel . Samuel made his
selection from among the sons of Jesse, but the Lord said
to him, "Look not on his countenance, or on the height o f
his stature ; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart . "--I Sam. 16 : 7

Prepared

Psalm 57:7 reads, "My heart is fixed, 0 God, my heart i s
fixed." The marginal translation uses the word "prepared"
instead of "fixed ." We are to be prepared to meet all th e
experiences of life , not in our own wisdom and strength ,
but in the wisdom and strength of the Lord . This heart
preparation is one of our daily needs . We are to be pre -
pared through our study of the Word, and by noting and
taking to heart the wonderful promises of God by whic h
he assures us of his loving care in all the affairs of ou r
lives .

Study of the Word will also prepare us to know and do
the Heavenly Father's will in the various circumstances o f
life. We are not to study the Word with the thought o f
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finding justification for the direction in which we want t o
go, but to be guided in the Lord's ways . This will test our
sincerity of heart . As Christians, we have dedicated our al l
to the doing of our Heavenly Father's will, and doing hi s
will is often difficult and costly. If we are to be prepared
to accept his providences, our study of his Word must b e
with a genuine desire to have his rule come into our heart s
more and more .

Our hearts are also prepared for the experiences of lif e
through prayer—prayers which reflect an earnest desire
to know and to do God's will . Thus through prayer and
the study of the Word our hearts are prepared for all th e
various experiences of life, many of which are not known
in advance . If our hearts are properly prepared we wil l
rejoice in the sunshine of our Heavenly Father's smile . But
when, at times, he frowns upon us through his providences ,
we will accept these experiences also as being from him ,
with the full assurance that he knows exactly what is best
for us as new creatures . Thus, if we are prepared, we wil l
not be discouraged by our trials, but will endeavor to use
them as a means of drawing nearer to the Lord .

Stedfastness
Hebrews 3 :12-15 reads, "Take heed, brethren, lest there

be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departin g
from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while
it is called, Today; lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin . For we are made partakers o f
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence sted-
fast unto the end ." Here it is indicated that an unbelievin g
heart might very well manifest itself in a tendency to wa-
ver in stedfastness for the Lord and for the truth .

Seemingly Paul had good reason to write in this way t o
the Hebrew brethren, for elsewhere in his epistle he in-
dicates that they were indeed to some extent wavering . In
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chapter ten we read, "But call to remembrance the forme r
days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a
great fight of afflictions ; partly, whilst ye were made a
gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions ; and partly ,
whilst ye became companions of them that were so used .
For ye had compassion on me in my bonds, and took joy-
fully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves [i n
your hearts] that ye have in heaven a better and an en -
during substance . Cast not away therefore your confidence ,
which hath great recompense of reward . For ye have need
of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, y e
might receive the promise ."—vss . 32-3 6

That the apostle should urge the Hebrew brethren t o
call to remembrance the former days suggests that the y
had lost some of the zeal they then had, and were not now
so willing to suffer in the cause of Christ . And the caus e
for this was a loss of confidence. "Ye have need of pa-
tience," he added, "that, after ye have done the will o f
God [in making a consecration and entering the narro w
way of sacrifice], ye might receive [the fulfilment of] th e
promise . "

How wonderful is the Lord's testimony to certain breth-
ren in the church at Thyatira—"I know thy works, an d
charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and th y
works ; and the last to be more than the first ." (Rev. 2 :19)
The Lord knew this of these brethren because he coul d
look into their hearts: he knew them as they really were .
And what a wonderful commendation he gave them! In-
stead of losing their first love, instead of falling away
from their stedfastness, they had increased in love, an d
faith, and patience, and works .

Why should this not be so with us? As we continue i n
the study of the Word, and in prayer, we should be com-
ing better acquainted with the Heavenly Father, and all
his glorious attributes. This should increase our faith in
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him and our love for him. This, in turn, should lead to an
increase in our works of faith and labor of love . (I Thess .
1 :3) Rather than loving the Lord, the truth, and the breth-
ren less, we should be loving them more . Rather than
slackening our work in the vineyard, we should be increas-
ing it to the extent of our opportunities and abilities .

The Lord Help s

As Christians we know of the many promises of the
Word which assure us of the Lord's help in our every tim e
of need, but these promises are not fulfilled on behalf o f
any who are not wholly sincere in devotion to the Heaven-
ly Father . II Chronicles 16 :9 reads, "The eyes of the Lord
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show him -
self strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfec t
toward him . "

Certainly it is important to have a perfect heart befor e
the Lord, for it is on the basis of what we really are that
he is judging us and fulfilling his gracious promises o n
our behalf. As Paul states, the Lord "is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart ." (Heb . 4:12) This would
be a frightening thought were it not for our realization o f
the Lord's mercy, and for the assurance that he knows that
we are but dust and takes into consideration our fleshly
imperfections . Knowing this, we can have confidence, fo r
we are assured of God's justice and his love, as he deal s
with us on the basis of the Redeemer's blood .

Our concern should be that our professions of love fo r
the Lord and for his cause are genuine, and that they are
a reflection of our true selves . The Apostle John wrote ,
"Let us not love in word, neither in tongue ; but in dee d
and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the
truth, and shall assure our hearts before him ." (I John
3:18, 19) Loving the Lord and his people merely in "word"
and in "tongue" is not enough to warrant the Heavenly
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Father's taking us into the inner circles of those upon
whom he is showering his rich blessings. Rather, our love

must be in "deed" and in "truth ;" it must be a genuine
love springing from a heart that is completely devoted to
the Lord and to the doing of his will .

Deceived Hearts

How do we know that we love in deed and in truth rather
than merely by word and tongue? James gives us one clue .
"If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man' s
religion is vain ." (James 1 :26) Here is a very searching

text. It suggests the possibility of self-deception, whic h

means that while we may have concluded that we are ver y
sincere in our devotion to God, we could be wrong, an d
that one test would be the extent to which we bridle our
tongues and thus keep them under control, particularl y

when speaking of the Lord's people .

We would not think of slandering the Lord—not know-
ingly at least—yet, because of self-deception, we migh t

conclude that it is perfectly proper to speak evil of the

Lord's people. How do we measure up to this test? Do w e
find ourselves engaged in casting reflections upon this o r
that or the other brother? Or are our hearts so filled with
the love of God and love for his people that we find it dis-
tasteful to cast reflections upon them? Do we find our-
selves saying that this or that brother is going out of the
truth simply because he does not see eye to eye with us o n

every detail of the truth ; or does the love of God in our
hearts prompt us to leave our brethren in the Lord's hands ,
meanwhile doing all we can to uphold the banner of trut h
that others may be helped to see the way of the Lord mor e
clearly ?

Jesus stated the matter very clearly and bluntly when
he said, "Whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth int o
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the belly, and is cast out into the draught ; but those things
which proceed out of the mouth come forth from th e
heart ; and they defile the man ." (Matt . 15:17, 18) As a
rule, we talk about those things which seem the most im-
portant to us . If we have allowed our hearts to becom e
corrupted, then we will delight to talk about those cor-
rupt things, which will further add to our own corruption
of heart, and might well defile others .

Jesus said that by our words we are justified, and tha t
by our words we are condemned. The Lord knows our
true heart condition even if we were to say nothing; but
when we express ourselves, others can discern, at least i n
a measure . If they are Christians, they know that speakin g
evil is not right, and that speaking the truth in love is a
reflection of that which is good within . Thus, words fro m
the good treasure of our hearts lead to righteousness an d
life .

We read in Jeremiah 17 :9 that the heart is "deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked." This is true of
all of us by nature, for we are members of the sin-curse d
and dying race, and it is a lifelong struggle to purify th e
heart. It can be done only through prayer and earnes t
study of the Lord's Word, and with his help, hence our
earnest prayer at all times should be, "Create in me a
clean heart, 0 God ; and renew a right spirit within me . "
(Ps . 51:10) Yes, God does help as we co-operate with hi m
through a sincere use of his Word, realizing that through
his Word the Lord is speaking to us, and that only as w e
listen and obey will the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit
"create" that "clean heart" within us which we so muc h
desire .

The Lord Examines

We have noted the possibility of deceiving our ow n
hearts; which simply means deceiving ourselves . But noth-
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ing that we can say or do will deceive the Lord, so it i s
well to seek his co-operation in the examination of our
hearts. The Psalmist did this, saying, "Search me, 0 God ,
and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts ." (Ps .
139:23) It may take courage to make a request like this t o
the Lord, for not only will he answer our prayer, but i n
his loving providences will overrule in our affairs to re-
move any impurities of heart which he may find—and
sometimes these providences may be in the form of trials .

The Bible speaks of "sorrowful" hearts, and at times w e
may well feel sorrowful because of our trials . It is at such
times that we can comfort one another . The source of our
comfort is the Lord. Paul wrote, "If there be therefore
any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfi l
ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love ,
being of one accord, of one mind ."—Phil . 2 :1, 2

Hearts Enlarged

To the church at Corinth Paul wrote, "0 Corinthians, our
mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged ." (II Cor .
6:11) It is a serious thing for the literal heart to become
enlarged, but Paul was speaking of his symbolic heart, o f
his inward feelings of determination to continue laying
down his life for the brethren at Corinth and elsewhere .
Speaking of his own experiences in the ministry, and what
should be, and is, the attitude of all the consecrated, Pau l
wrote :

"In all things approving ourselves as the ministers of
God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, i n
distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in la-
bors, in watchings, in fastings ; by pureness, by knowl-
edge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit ,
by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power o f

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 31 )

God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and
on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good
report: as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and, behold, we live ; as chastened ,
and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor ,
yet making many rich ; as having nothing, and yet possess-
ing all things ." (II Cor . 6 :4-10) These were the realities of
the Christian life which led Paul to exclaim, "0 ye Corinth-
ians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged . "

Broken Heart s

Psalm 34:18 reads, "The Lord is nigh unto them that are
of a broken heart ; and saveth such as be of a contrite spir-
it ." And again, "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit :
a broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not de-
spise ." (Ps. 51:17) A broken heart is the opposite of a stub -
born heart, and a contrite spirit is a spirit of humility i n
the light of one's own imperfections and shortcomings .
Hearts that are proud and hard are not fit soil for th e
operation of the Holy Spirit of God, for such hearts resis t
the Spirit, or, as Paul symbolically puts it, they "grieve "
the Spirit .—Eph. 4:30

And what a reassuring promise God makes to those wh o
are of a contrite spirit—"Thus saith the high and lofty On e
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; I dwell i n
the high and holy place, with him also that is of a con-
trite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble ,
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones ." (Isa . 57:15 )
How wonderful it is to realize that God does dwell with
those who are humble of heart, and whose chief desire i s
to know and to do his will! He dwells with us by his Spirit ,
through his Word. He dwells with us through his people ,
who, as they live up to their privileges, help to comfort
and revive us when we are downhearted and discouraged .
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This rich blessing of God's presence is ours only if we
keep our hearts with all diligence . God does not dwell with
the evil-hearted, or with the hardhearted . He dwells only
with those whose hearts have been strengthened through
faith, and who apply themselves diligently to their privi-
lege of obeying his words and precepts . It is thus that they
are kept humble, and pure, and rejoicing. It is such re-
joicing hearts that find themselves fully in accord with
those blessed sentiments of humility and obedience so
beautifully stated by David :

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul : the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple .

"The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart :
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening th e
eyes .

"The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever : the
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether .

"More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than muc h
fine gold : sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb .

"Moreover by them is thy servant warned : and in keep-
ing of them there is great reward .

"Who can understand his errors : cleanse thou me from
secret faults .

"Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins ;
let them not have dominion over me : then shall I be up -
right, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression .

"Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my
heart, be acceeptable in thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength ,
and my Redeemer ."—Ps . 19:7-14
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God's Loving Care

"Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you ."
—I Peter 5 :7

TO CAST all our care upon the Lord means that we will
not try to shoulder any of it ourselves . This does not imply ,
however, that we will be careless or indifferent to our sur-
roundings and experiences . It does mean that we will ac-
cept what the divine will permits as a cup which the Fa-
ther pours, and in full assurance of faith realize that h e
knows what is best for us ; hence, that we will neither mur-
mur, nor complain, nor worry. The secret of being able t o
cast all our care upon the Lord is to be fully resigned t o
his will . We must be fully resolved and fully determined
not to raise any opposition in our hearts and minds to the
full accomplishment of that which the Father desires shal l
be wrought in our lives .

In the verse preceding our text the apostle says ,
"Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time ." It is in this
process of being humbled that we need to cast all our car e
upon the Lord . To be truly humble in the trials whic h
come upon us it is necessary to recognize that it is God' s
hand that bears down upon us. With this thought in min d
we should ignore the secondary causes of our trials, an d
accept them as from him. This will help us in two ways . It
will help us to bear more patiently the experiences throug h
which divine wisdom may see best for us to pass ; and it
will help us not to become embittered against those
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through whom they may come . If, in seeking to get th e
true perspective of any experience, we always bring Go d
into the picture it will be a great blessing to us .

Humility is a rare trait of character in human relation -
ships, and it is even more rare in the relationship of me n
toward God . One of the hardest lessons the consecrated
Christian has to learn is to be humble under the mighty
hand of God, as Peter admonishes . We do not intentionally
rebel against God's will, but we often do rebel against the
agencies through which the divine will for us is carrie d
out .

God's hand, under which we must humble ourselves ,
may be any one or more of the strange and difficult sur-
roundings in which we find ourselves . It may be some
member of our family who is a daily trial to us; or per-
haps a neighbor or friend who suddenly acts strangel y
toward us. It may be even a brother or sister in the Lord ,
who because of fleshly weaknesses proves to be a grea t
trial. But rich is the blessing if we can have faith to be-
lieve that these things are but the hand of God unde r
which we must humble ourselves ; and then, in humility,
cast all our care upon him .

In Romans 12 :12 we are admonished to be "patient in
tribulation." Here the Greek word translated "patient "
means to "bear under," or submit to tribulation . The
thought is that the Lord permits our trials to come as a
test to our willingness to humble ourselves so that his will
may be wholly worked out in us . But in order to bear the
trials which his love sees best for us, we need to look t o
him for strength in every time of need—to cast all our
care upon him in full confidence that he will not permit
us to be tested above that which we are able to bear.

Faith and humility are both required in order to put ou r
trust fully in the Lord. We need faith to believe firmly
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that God's wisdom and love will not permit a single tria l
that is not destined for our highest spiritual welfare ; and
humility to submerge our will fully into his in order that
there be no cross-grained disposition of ours that might
hinder our learning the lessons divine wisdom sees neces-
sary for us to know .

God has promised to help us in every time of need, but
to receive that help we must reach out and take hold o f
the means of grace which he has provided . These are
found in his Word as well as in our association with th e
brethren who are feeding upon his Word . In the inspired
Word of God is where we can meet God and, as it were ,
have him talk to us . It is in his Word that he tells us o f
his love, and assures us that not a hair of our heads can
be harmed without his knowledge. God does not promis e
that no harm will come to our flesh—indeed, we hav e
covenanted to die following in the footsteps of Jesus—but
he does assure us that as the sacrifice of the flesh i s
carried out he will supervise our experiences and thus di-
rect the final issue to the end that all things will work to-
gether for our good as new creatures in Christ Jesus .

The consoling balm of our Heavenly Father's preciou s
promises may come to us through one or more of his con-
secrated people, hence it is necessary to maintain contact
with them. The Heavenly Father's succor may be waiting
for us at the prayer meeting, or in a Bible study class ; or it
may reach us in our own private study of his Word .

In any event, let us cast our burdens upon the Lord, and
in faith and confidence utilize all the means of grace which
he has provided, especially prayer, to keep us from fallin g
in the hour of trial . And let us do this in full assuranc e
that he knows and cares, and that he gives what will ul-
timately work out for the very best to those who leave
the choice with him .
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The British Section

ttioe faquill
"And if a man also strive for
masteries, yet is he no t
crowned, except he strive law-
fully ."-11 Timothy 2 : 5

THIS text has for its back -
ground the Grecian games of
old, and fitly illustrates vari-
ous experiences in the Chris-
tian racecourse. The Diaglot t
reads : "And if any one con -
tend in the games, he is not
crowned, unless he contend
lawfully." In these Grecian
games there were definite ,
rigid rules to be observed, and
each competitor was obliged
to take an oath that he would
not do anything unlawful .
Whoever did not observe th e
rules had no real hope of be-
ing victorious no matter wha t
strength, energy, and zeal he
displayed .

This is similarly true re-
specting the heavenly prize
for which we are striving .
There are certain definite con-
ditions m. rules laid down by
our Father in his Holy Word ,

BRITISH SECTION

which we as consecrated chil-
dren of his must observe . If
we neglect them, or choos e
other rules, we cannot hope t o
succeed . God's inspired Word
instructs us as to what w e
should do, and what we should
not do, and "striving lawful-
ly" means loyal and zealous
obedience to that Word.

The Cros s

Jesus said : "Whosoever doth
not bear his cross, and com e
after me, cannot be my dis-
ciple ." (Luke 14:27) It has
been well said that "the wa y
of the cross leads home ." But
what does bearing the cros s
mean? It involves our doin g
the Heavenly Father's will un-
der unfavorable conditions .

If all things within us and
around us were in complete
harmony with the Lord, the
doing of his will would not b e
a cross. But doing our Father' s
will against all the opposition s
of the world, the flesh, and
the Adversary is indeed a
cross . In our Lord's case thi s
doing God's will brought t o
him envy, hatred, malice ,
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abuse, persecution, crucifixion ,
death.

We are called upon to tak e
up the cross daily—not to tak e
it up one day and put it dow n
the next . (Luke 9 :23) The cros s
is a symbol of death, and car-
rying our cross involves th e
death of the human will ; be-
ing dead to self but alive to
the risen Lord, Jesus Christ.

And we are to be faithful
in cross-bearing. Maintainin g
our willingness to stand firm-
ly for the Lord, and for th e
truth, and for every principl e
of righteousness, meekly,
humbly, yet firmly : letting ou r
light shine, speaking the truth
in love, thus doing our Fa-
ther's will no matter what the
cost may be .

Striving lawfully mean s
loyal and zealous obedience to
our Father's holy Word and
will. Jesus, who did most
surely "strive lawfully," spake
these words : "Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven ; but he
that doeth the will of my Fa-
ther which is in heaven ."—
Matt . 7 :2 1

The Apostle Pau l

Did Paul, the writer of the
phrase, "strive lawfully," corn-
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ply with his own exhortation?
Most assuredly! Sounding a
truly personal note, he wrote :
"Every combatant [in the
games] is temperate in al l
things; they, indeed, that they
may receive a perishable
crown; but we, one imperish-
able . I therefore so run, as not
uncertainly ; I so strike, as not
beating the air ; but I severely
discipline my body, and make
it subservient [lead it captive] ;
lest possibly, having pro -
claimed to others, I myself
should become one unap-
proved ."—I Cor . 9:25-27, Dia-
glott

This was an important phase
of God's will for the apostle ,
and is also a vital feature of
God's will for each of his chil-
dren; that is, severely disci-
plining self. The man engaged
in conflict with an animal in
the Grecian games knew tha t
the bruised and wounded ani-
mal would seek to kill him ;
and the apostle would remind
us here that the old natur e
within the Christian strives to
kill the new mind . Therefore ,
the new mind must make sur e
that it uses all its strength to
gain the victory It is a real
battle, a real conflict ; and the
final victory is to him tha t
overcometh.
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Individually, we are to be
"more than conqueror s
through him that loved us . "
(Rom. 8:37) We cannot accom-
plish this of ourselves, but
"through him." It is not even
possible for us to carry the
cross daily in our own
strength, but "through him . "
We can depend upon the Lor d
doing his part, and we shoul d
come to the comforting reali-
zation that this grand process
is backed by the mighty pow-
er of the Holy Spirit . The only
question is, are we willing to
comply with the conditions?
Are we determined to strive
lawfully?

God's Word is our divinely
inspired book of rules, and the
more we read and meditate
upon this precious Word, the
more wonderful are the pros-
pects set before us, and the
more reasonable do the Lord' s
requirements become . We
should more and more care-
fully and prayerfully stud y
and meditate upon the Hol y
Scriptures, that we may kno w
more and more clearly God's
will for us .

While our text (II Tim . 2:5)
gives us an exhortation to
"strive lawfully," the 24th
verse of the chapter reads :
"The servant of the Lord

BRITISH SECTION

must not strive ." In the Greek
these two verses are not con-
tradictory, but quite harmoni-
ous. God's Word, in the origi-
nal is beautifuly accurate . In
the expression, "strive lawful-
ly," the Greek word translate d
"strive" is athleo meaning to
contend, be a champion . In
verse 24, which reads: "The
servant of the Lord must not
strive," the Greek word trans-
lated "strive" is machomai ,
and means "to quarrel," "to
be contentious." Therefore, i n
our striving lawfully, we mus t
not quarrel, or be contentious .
If we do quarrel, if we are
contentious, or given to con-
tention or strife, it is quite
clear that we are not striving
lawfully .

We are all engaged in a
race, but there is not to be
any hindering of others . There
should be no selfishness, no
ruling other brethren out of
this wonderful contest, an d
out of the kingdom . And there
must not be any refusal, or
even the slightest hesitancy ,
to lovingly help and assist any
and all runners for the prize
of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus . Strive lawfully—
`Bear ye one another's bur -
dens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ ."—Gal. 6:2
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The fighting spirit within
us must be used (under the
control of the Holy Spirit) in
severely disciplining one' s
own body, and wrestling
against spiritual wickednes s
in high places—not for quar-
reling with and fighting with
the brethren . We are to judge
self lest we cast a stumbling
block before others and caus e
them to stumble and fall in
this heavenly race . We are to
fight down the wrong spirit
in our hearts.

The Master's Spiri t

"Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his." (Rom. 8 :9) Quoting
again from II Timothy 2 :24, 2 5
the Diaglott reads : "A servant
of the Lord must not be con-
tentious, but be gentle toward
all, fit to teach, patient under
evil ; in meekness correctin g
the opposers ." As we contend
earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints, and
are giving a faithful witness ,
holding forth the Word of
life, we are to do so with
earnestness and zeal, and als o
with gentleness, meekness, pa-
tience, and humility.

We are to be governed by a
royal law, the law of love .
(James 2 :8) "A new command-
ment I give unto you," sai d
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Jesus, "That ye love one an-
other; as I have loved you,
that ye also love one another.
By this shall all know that y e
are my disciples, if ye hav e
love one to another." (John
13 :34, 35) This is a command-
ment to us, individually .

In effect Jesus said : if you
would be my disciple, if you
would share my throne, and
glory, and immortality, you
must have my Spirit . You
must follow me; you must b e
more than straightforward ,
honest, just ; you must be self-
sacrificing . You are to love
one another, as I have loved
you. You must cast in your
lot with me, in self-sacrifice ,
or you cannot be my disciple ;
nor share my glory, and asso-
ciate yourself in my work o f
blessing all the families of
the earth . Because I have laid
down my life for you, you
ought to lay down your live s
for the brethren .—I Jchn 3 :1 6

It is recorded in I Corinth-
ians 4:9 that "we are made a
spectacle unto the world, an d
to angels, and to men ." We
are, according to the Greek
word used here, a public spec-
tacle, or show. We are in the
arena, as it were, and we are
to be the right kind of spec-
tacle .
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Enduranc e

When the Apostle Paul
wrote the words "strive law-
fully" he was a prisoner in
chains in Rome for his faith-
fulness to his Lord and to th e
truth . But, said he, "The Word
of God is not bound [or
chained] ." (II Tim. 2:9)
"Therefore," he continues ,
quite uncomplainingly, "I en-
dure all things for the elect's
sakes, that they may also ob-
tain the salvation which is i n
Christ Jesus with eternal
glory . "

The apostle surely endured
all things for the elect's sak s ,
for the body members of the
Anointed, for the building u p
of the body of Christ. And we
also are to endure all things
for the elect's sakes—for any
and all the elect, all the body
members still in the flesh.
Some are known to us ; others ,
at the moment, unknown. Pos-
sibly some of these are withi n
our reach . Are we longing for
the completion and glorifica-
tion of God's elect? Is really
our heart's fervent and ear-
nest prayer that God's elec t
shall ere long be complete d
and glorified with our Lord ,
beyond the veil? And are we
living and laboring, day b y
day, with this end in view ?

BRITISH SECTION

According to II Corinthian s
6:11-13, some of the elect in
the church at Corinth seemed
to have a small, narrow, con-
gested sort of heart. "0 Co-
rinthians," the apostle wrot e
"our lips are unsealed to you :
our heart is expanded . There
is no narrowness in our love
to you: the narrowness is in
your own feelings . And in jus t
requital—I speak as to my
children—let your hearts ex-
pand also." (Weymouth) There
is to be no narrowness in our
love . In this we shall need t o
go often to the throne of
heavenly Grace .

Consider Jesus

Ours is a wonderful rac e
course, and daily, even hourly ,
we are looking toward our
glorious Leader, whom we are
to follow: looking unto Jesus ,
the starter and finisher of th e
faith, and of our racecourse ,
who, for the joy that was se t
before him, endured the cross ,
disregarding the shame, and
is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God . For con-
sider him attentively, who en-
dured such opposition from
sinners, so that you may not
be wearied, and discouraged
in your mind . Ye have not ye t
resisted unto blood, strivin g
against sin. (Heb. 12 :1-4) Bu t
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Jesus did thus resist unto
blood and so have many of
his footstep followers through -
out the age .

By comparison with Jesus ,
we suffer very little ; and yet ,
it may be that we complai n
about the suffering and hard -
ship of the Christian race -
course . In our little way we
may easily become weary an d
discouraged . Let us consider
Jesus attentively—study, medi-
tate upon, comprehend, his
course of action and what he
overcame. Let us also conside r
his sublime words of instruc-
tion, his gracious words of en-
couragement, and his wonder-
ful promises to help. Let us ,
with renewed determinatio n
and zeal, deny self utterly ;

take up our cross daily and
follow him.

There is a great cloud
of witnesses surrounding us.
(Heb. 12:1) And we, some o f
the last members of the body
of the Anointed, are in th e
arena, endeavoring more and
more, with the Lord's help, t o
be the right kind of spectacle ;
and to strive lawfully, as w e
run our race. Jesus, our faith-
ful Leader and victorious Fore-
runner, now beyond the veil,
awaits our arrival. Also the
greater part of his body mem-
bers have successfully finished
their course; faithful unto
death . The end of our race i s
almost in sight . Strive lawful-
ly, and see that no man tak e
thy crown .

Available in Great Britai n

FREE LITERATURE—Tracts :
Order as many as you can use .
The World of Tomorrow . Hope

of Universal Peace .
FREE PAMPHLETS—Bloo d
Transfusion .

DAWN RECORDED LECTURE SERVICE—Tapes on loan . For details write to
15, Southwood Gardens, Gants Hill, Ilford, Essex .

LITERATURE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS —70, Station Road, Gidea Park, Romford ,
Essex . RM2 6DA .
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Your Questions

The Day of Salvatio n

The Apostle Paul wrote, "Now
is the accepted time ; behold,
now is the day of salvation ."
(ll Cor. 6:2) Since the "day of
salvation" is "now," does no t
this text prove that those wh o
do not accept Christ in thi s
life will never have another
opportunity to be saved ?

No, and for the very simpl e
reason that "the day of salva-
tion" referred in the text does
not refer to the world of man-
kind, but to an age, or special
period of time, in God's plan
of salvation during which h e
is dealing with a special class .
Paul does not say, "In thi s
life only may one be saved, "
but, "Now is the day of salva-
tion." Nor does Paul say that
this is the ol.ly day, or age ,
of salvation . In Hebrews 2 : 3
we read of a "great salvation, "
and the present age is the
"day" of this great salvation.

Just preceding the text un-
der consideration, Paul quote s
from Isaiah 49 :8, which reads,
"I have heard thee in a tim e
accepted, and in the day of

YOUR QUESTIONS

salvation have I succore d
thee." Paul explains that th e
present age is this "acceptable
time," this "day of salvation,"
during which, as the Lor d
promised, he would help an d
preserve his true people .

The remainder of the proph-
ecy explains that the Lord' s
people, whom he helps and
preserves during the presen t
age, will later be used by him
to "establish the earth, t o
cause to inherit the desolate
heritages." Also, that Ley will
say to the prisoners of death,
"Go forth; to them that are
in darkness, show yourselves . "
--vss . 8, 9

It is clear, then, that in-
stead of the present age bein g
the only "day of salvation," i t
is a day of salvation and those
now being called to the "grea t
salvation" will be used by the
Lord in the coming age to ex-
tend salvation—or the oppor-
tunity for salvation—to the re-
mainder of the world of man -
kind . The "great salvation" t o
which the followers of Christ
aspire includes exaltation t o
heavenly glory, and joint-heir-
ship with Jesus in the rulin g
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phase of the messianic king-
dom . The salvation of man-
kind in general will be resto-
ration to perfection of human
life and the privilege of liv-
ing on the earth forever .

Divine Healin g

Does not Jesus have the sam e
power to heal the sick toda y
as when he was on earth a t

his first advent ?

Yes, and he also still ha s
power to resurrect the dead ,
as he did at the first advent.
In "due time," and very soon ,
we believe, that power will
again be exercised, and then
all the sick and afflicted wh o
seek his help upon the basi s
of belief and obedience will
he healed. Besides, all thos e
who are in their graves will
hear the voice of the Son o f
man and shall come forth . —
John 5 :28, 29

The present, however, is
not the time, or age, for thi s
program of healing and resur-
rection. Jesus' miracles at the
first advent were in illustra-
tion of the coming age o f
universal healing of all th e
willing and obedient, and o f
the fact that then all the dea d
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will respond to his voice of
authority and be awakened
from the sleep of death . John
wrote, "This beginning of
miracles did Jesus in Cana o f
Galilee, and manifested forth
his glory."—John 2 :1 1

The so-called divine healing
practiced today is often ques-
tionable . A great deal of
emotionalism is associate d
with it, and many who are
"healed" soon lapse into thei r
former unhappy condition .
"Holy men" of heathen reli-
gious cults also claim to be
able to heal the sick, and they
have just as many apparen t
successes as those who use
the name of Jesus . But regard -
less of this, let those who
claim to heal the sick i n
Jesus' name, and because h e
set the example, start raising
the dead. If their work is
geniune should not this be a
part of it ?

We do not say that the
Lord does not at times restore
one of his followers to health .
He will do this if it is to the
best eternal interests of the
one in question . But no fol-
lower of the Master should
expect this, for every true dis-
ciple has entered into a cove-
nant with him by sacrifice.
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a covenant which leads to sac-
rificial death . Every true dis-
ciple should be fully resigned
to the Lord's will as to how
and when this sacrifice wil l
be consummated in actual
death .

Life Beyond
Armageddo n

Do you believe that all th e
wicked will be destroyed i n
Armageddon, and given no
further opportunity for salva-
tion?

There is nothing in the
Scriptures to justify such a
conclusion. One of the most
graphic prophecies of Arma-
geddon found in the Bible i s
Zephaniah 3 :8, 9 . Here the na-
tions are shown gathered and
the Lord's wrath poured upon
them so that all the earth is
devoured by the fire of his
zeal. Yet the 9th verse de-
clares that after this the Lord
will turn to the people "a
pure language" in order that
they may call upon and serve
him "with one consent. "

Those who are previously
instructed in the Lord's ways,
and are obedient to him,
would not need to have "a
pure language" turned to

YOUR QUESTIONS

them. Among those who wil l
need this instruction afte r
Armageddon will be the sin-
ners who have passed through
Armageddon, those who never
before properly called upon
the name of the Lord .

Too much stress is often
placed upon passing alive
through Armageddon. Thi s
might not be a special bless-
ing at all in view of God' s
power to restore the dead to
life ; and this is what he ha s
promised to do. Those who
are asleep in death, awaitin g
the resurrection, may well b e
much better off than million s
who suffer their way through
the greatest time of trouble
this world has ever known .
Let us thank God that his
ways are better than ours !

Not in the Bible

Where does it say in the Bibl e
that the time will come whe n
one will not be able to tell the
winter from the summer ex-
cept by the falling of th e
leaves?

No such statement as this
appears in the Bible. It is one
of the traditional ideas which
has come down to us from the
darker past .
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Vineyard Echoes

Our Co-operative Ministry

Of the Gospe l

"Let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel o f
Christ ; that whether I come and see you, or else be absent ,
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit ,
with one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel ."

—Philippians 1 :27

IT IS again time to submit the annual report of our co -
operative efforts in proclaiming the glorious Gospel, the
glad tidings of salvation through Christ for both the church
and the world . The year 1969 was a blessed one, and muc h
was the rejoicing of those in whose hearts there rang a
melody of love and harmony pertaining to God and his
glorious plan of salvation, and who sought every oppor-
tunity to sing out that melody far and wide, and by what-
ever proper means they could utilize .

As we know, the word "Gospel" means glad tidings, o r
good news . In Romans 1 :16 the Apostle Paul wrote that he
was not ashamed of "the Gospel of Christ," for, as he ex-
plained, "it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek . "
When we think of the Gospel of Christ we think of the
good news of salvation through Christ ; that is, through his
redemptive sacrifice, and by all the other means of grac e
which are made available through him . It will be through
the kingdom of Christ that the salvation provided by his

48

	

THE DAWN



blood will reach the world of mankind in general . And
what a blessed privilege it is to tell out this good news o f
coming blessings to all who will give heed !

In Romans 1 :1, 2 and II Corinthians 11 :7, as well as else-
where, the Gospel of Christ is referred to as "the Gospel
of God." In Romans 1 :2 Paul says that the Gospel of Go d
of which he is speaking is the Gospel "which He had prom-
ised afore by his prophets in the Holy Scriptures." What a
wonderful field for exploration this opens for us! Pau l
says, in effect, that God had inspired his holy prophets to
set forth the Gospel, the good news of salvation . This har-
monizes beautifully with Acts 3 :19-21 where the Apostle
Peter speaks of "the times of restitution of all things," an d
then explains that these "times of restitution" had been
spoken by the mouth of all God's holy prophets since the
world began .

This restitution aspect of the Gospel pertains to our hop e
for the world of mankind, the hope of a restoration to lif e
on the earth as humans. There is also, as we know, th e
"great salvation" which throughout the Gospel Age ha s
been available to all who were willing to suffer and to di e
with Christ . (Heb. 2 :1) The "call" to this salvation is de -
scribed by Paul as "the heavenly calling ." (Heb. 3:1) and
Peter speaks of it as "an inheritance incorruptible, and un-
defiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unt o
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time ."—
I Pet . 1 :4 , 5

We rejoice in this heavenly hope, not only because it
will mean the gaining of the divine nature and the glory of
God, but more importantly because it will offer an oppor-
tunity to be associated with Jesus in the spiritual phase o f
his messianic kingdom for the purpose of bestowing the
promised blessing of "all families of the earth" upon the
suffering and dying world of mankind . It is this which is
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involved in being of the faith seed of Abraham .—Gen .
12 :3; Gal. 3:8, 16, 27-2 9

And how wonderful will be those blessings of health an d
life! Of that day Isaiah—one of God's holy prophets—
wrote: "The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." (Isa .
33 :24) The people today continue to say, "I am sick ." Our
hospitals and mental institutions are filled to overflowing .
Rest homes and convalescent homes are likewise crowded .
From the cradle to the grave it is one continuous struggle
for all, as together they travel the broad road that leadeth
to destruction .

But it will be different in that glad new day of the king-
dom. Then sickness, pain, and death will be destroyed, fo r
"the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their in-
iquity ." There can be no forgiveness of original sin unti l
the merit of Christ's redeeming blood is applied, and thi s
it is that will make the difference in the "times of restitu-
tion." How beautifully this is set forth for us in "The Di-
vine Plan of the Ages," particularly in the chapter, "Ran-
som and Restitution . "

Return

In a prayer, Moses gives us a beautiful assurance of res-
titution blessings for the world. He says to God, "Thou
turnest man to destruction ; and sayest, Return, ye chil-
dren of men." (Ps. 90:3) It was because of Adam's trans-
gressing that God turned man to destruction, but how
thankful we are that through the provisions of the ran-
som he will say, "Return, ye children of men ." Paul ex-
pressed the same thought when he wrote, "As in Adam al l
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive ."—I Cor. 15:22

The Gospel of Christ which together we promote an d
defend is also described in the New Testament as "thi s
Gospel of the kingdom." (Matt . 24:14) Jesus devoted his
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entire ministry to preaching the Gospel of the kingdom
and, by his miracles, illustrating the blessings it woul d
vouchsafe to "all families of the earth." During the forty
days between his resurrection and his ascension he als o

talked about the kingdom Gospel . Luke speaks of Jesus '
being seen by his disciples for these forty days, and ex -
plains that during that time he was "speaking of the thing s
pertaining to the kingdom of God."—Acts 1 : 3

And then, on his last appearance, Jesus commissioned

his disciples to be his witnesses "both in Jerusalem, an d
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost par t
of the earth." (Acts 1 :8) The apostles accepted this com-
mission, and at once began the work of witnessing the
Gospel of the kingdom, which was also a witness for
Jesus and for the Word of God. The Apostle John later
wrote that it is those who are "beheaded" for this witnes s
who will live and reign with Christ .

The Early Church Witness

The brethren in the Early Church were faithful in bear-
ing witness to the Gospel of the kingdom . We have an ex-

ample of this brought to our attention in Paul's letter t o
the brethren at Thessalonica . He commends these wit-
nesses for Jesus for their "work of faith, and labor o f
love," saying also that they "were ensamples to all tha t
believe in Macedonia and Achaia, for from you sounde d
out the Word of the Lord not only in Macedonia an d
Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward i s
spread abroad; so that we need not to speak anything . "
—I Thess . 1:3, 7, 8

Following the death of the apostles, the kingdom Gospe l
became corrupted . Indeed, eventually, the glorious hop e
for the future establishment of Messiah's kingdom was al -
most completely set aside by the authorities in the church -
state government of Rome which claimed to be the king -
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dom of Christ, but which in reality was not . On this point
we quote from an article in the Encyclopedia Britannica :

"The change was brought about by two causes—first ,
Greek theology, which reached the West chiefly throug h
Jerome, Rufinus and Ambrose, and, second, the new ide a
of the Church wrought out by Augustine on the basis o f
the altered political situation of the Church . Augustine
was the first who ventured to teach that the Catholi c
Church, in empirical form, was the kingdom of Christ, and
was therefore an accomplished fact . By this doctrine of
Augustine's the old millenarianism, though not completel y
extirpated, was at least banished from the official theology .

"It still lived on, however, in the lower strata of Chris-
tian society, and in certain undercurrents of tradition it
was transmitted from century to century . At various point s
in the history of the Middle Ages we encounter outbreak s
of millenarianism, sometimes as the tenet of a small sect ,
sometimes as a far-reaching movement . And since it ha s
been suppressed . . . by the political church of the hierar-
chy, we find that wherever chiliasm [the doctrine of the
thousand-year reign of Christ] appears in the Middle Age s
it makes common cause with all enemies of the secularize d
Church . "

How evident from this that, just as Paul foretold, ther e
came a great falling away from the true hope of the Gospe l
of the kingdom. How could the nominal church be interest-
ed in a future reign of Christ since it had adopted the vie w
that it was, even then, the kingdom of Christ? Naturally ,
then, the Gospel of the kingdom was no longer preache d
by those who were part of the "secularized" church .

But how interesting is the observation of the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica that the hope of a future thousand-yea r
reign of Christ lived on "in the lower strata of Christian
society ." The lords of church and state no longer had any
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use for the idea of a future kingdom, but the hope lived in
the hearts of at least some of "the poor of this world,"
those who were rich through their faith in the promises of

God. But with these the situation was a difficult one, fo r
doubtless they were hindered at every step of the way i n
any effort they might make to be witnesses for Jesus an d

his kingdom .

Nor need we suppose that "the children of the kingdom "

of that period enjoyed the same clear grasp of the kingdom

hope as has been given to us in the harvest at the end of

the age. We have been highly favored in the privilege o f

living at the present time . The psalmist mentions this, say-
ing, "Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound :
they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of thy countenance . "

—Ps . 89 :15

This "joyful sound" we recognize as the glorious Gospel

of Christ, the Gospel of God, the Gospel of the kingdom .
And how blessed we are to know this gloriously harmo-
nious message of salvation for both the church and the

world. And how glad we are to realize that the great com-
mission given to his disciples by Jesus reaches down to u s

in these closing years of the Gospel Age—the commissio n

to be his witnesses by making known the sacrifice he mad e

for the redemption and recovery of mankind from sin and

death, and of the glorious kingdom of promise throug h

the agencies of which the blessings of life will flow out t o

all mankind, even to all the families of the earth .

Throughout the world during 1969 a faithful company o f

"the children of the kingdom" continued their work o f

sacrifice in making known the glad tidings of the kingdom .

They did this by every means available to them, includin g
the most effective means of all, which is the personal wit-

ness . Then there was the distribution of truth literature in

the form of tracts, kingdom cards, booklets, and books .
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The brethren also heartily co-operated in the radio an d
television witness as well as in their use of films in their
public meetings . There was also good co-operation in th e
field of magazine advertising. It was through the co-opera-
tion of the brethren that we were able to supply color
films for distribution to churches and clubs. Many thou-
sands had the Gospel preached to them through this medi-
um, for which we give thanks to our Heavenly Father.

New Tract s

Distributing tracts and kingdom cards is a very goo d
way to be witnesses for Jesus and for the Word of God .
During the year 1969 a number of newly designed two -
color tracts were made available. These help, so to speak ,
to "dress up" the message and make it more attractive to
any who may be interested . If you have not seen our newly
designed tracts we suggest that you send for samples. One
manner in which tracts and booklets are being distributed
these days is in literature boxes in bus and railway stations .
Booths at state and county fairs have also been sponsored
by the brethren in a number of places . During 1969 a new
book was published, entitled, "The Creator's Grand De-
sign." It is hoped that this may also help to bear witness
to the Gospel of the kingdom .

The Radio

As all know, the radio witness work continues in Ameri-
ca. The Lord has made it possible in past months, for us t o
also broadcast Spanish-language programs in a number o f
Spanish-speaking areas, including Spain. Station XERB, i n
Mexico, just south of San Diego, California, has resume d
broadcasting the Spanish-language programs . This is a pow -
erful station which reaches all of Mexico, and most of the
Spanish-speaking people in California . This station also
broadcasts the "Frank and Ernest" programs in the Englis h
language .
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We are happy to report that the "Frank and Ernest "

English-language programs are now being broadcast over a
powerful station in Cyprus . This station reaches essentially
all of the Middle East, including the Arab countries, and
also Israel . It is heard well in Greece and Turkey, and als o
in North Africa . Although these are not English-speakin g
countries, yet a goodly percentage of the people in them

can speak and understand English, and we feel that a wide
witness will be given over this station in Cyprus .

Televisio n

The television witness also continues, and on as many

stations as will use our films on a public service basis . In
the spring of 1969 we filmed six new programs, and these

are now in use . We will, the Lord willing, continue to film

new programs as the opportunity arises . Since so many of
the stations are willing to use our films on a public servic e
basis, the principal cost of the television witness is in th e
filming of the programs . Thus far the Lord has provided
the necessary funds, and we accept this as another evi-
dence of his blessing upon the co-operative efforts of his
people .

As we have noted, the television films are being widel y
used in public meetings, and successfully so . In March of
1969 a meeting was held in New York City which was at -
tended by three hundred and fifty of the public. This does
not happen very often, but it was an indication that th e
public is still interested in getting some answers about

life, death, and the hereafter. The title of the film used
on this occasion was "Life After Death . "

Magazine Advertisin g

We were much encouraged with the results obtained
from announcements of literature in national magazines .

We used a number of the well-known and widely circulate d
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magazines for this purpose . Among these was the Nationa l
Geographic . We used this popular magazine to announc e
the booklet, "Archeology Proves the Bible ." The respons e
was most encouraging indeed, from the standpoint of th e
number of requests received for the booklet—well over
3,000-and also in the fact that the response was almost
world-wide . In addition to the United States and Canada ,
responses from our advertisement in the National Geo-
graphic came from :

Austria ; Australia ; Argentina ; Brazil ; Belgium; El Sava-
dor; Czechoslovakia; Denmark; the British Isles ; France ;
Greece; Holland; the Philippines ; Portugal ; Romania ; Peru ;
Spain; Switzerland ; South Africa ; Sweden; West Indies ;
Venezuela ; Uruguay ; Zambia ; Chile ; Germany; China;
Ecuador; Liberia ; Colombia ; Lebanon ; Canal Zone; Jamai-
ca ; Italy; Mozambique ; Spanish Sahara ; Israel ; Virgin
Islands; East Pakistan ; New Guinea ; Kenya ; Mauritius ; East
Africa ; Costa Rica; West Africa ; Singapore ; Ghana; Ro-
desia ; Bolivia ; Transvaal ; Durban; Nigeria; Ceylon ; India;
Panama; Poland; Japan; Korea; Malta; Mexico ; Malaysia ;
New Zealand ; and Hungary .

It was an occasion for thanksgiving to realize that in a
small way at least the truth reached individuals in all
these countries . We do not, of course, know what the ulti-
mate result will be in the way of deep interest in th e
truth. All we can do is to sow the seed, and water it to th e
best of our ability, and it is the Lord who gives the in -
crease . These requests are well followed up, or "watered, "
by mail .

The Pilgrim Service

The pilgrim service during 1969 was very encouraging .
We now think of our regular pilgrims as being Brother s
E. K. Penrose; Harry Passios ; H. W. Price; Samuel Baker,
and George O. Jeuck. These brethren served well during
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the year, and we have received many letters of apprecia-
tion from the brethren they served .

In addition to these "regular" pilgrims, a number o f
brethren have served part time in this field—from one t o
three weeks, and more . Incidentally, beginning with 1970 ,
there will be another pilgrim brother on the road a great
deal of the time ; namely, Brother Kenneth M . Nail .

During the year the brethren in the United States an d
Western Canada were richly blessed by the services o f
Brother Charles Cornell, of England. Brother and Sister
Cornell spent three months with us over here, and the y
were loved and appreciated by all with whom they fellow -
shipped .

Brother Paul Davis, together with Sister Davis, visite d
and served the brethren in the British Isles and in Ger-
many. By the request of the German brethren, Brothe r
Arthur Newell served the brethren in Germany .

Although it was after the close of our 1969 fiscal year ,
we would like to mention that Brother and Sister Polloc k
again visited the brethren in Australia and New Zealand .
They were accompanied on the journey by Brother an d
Sister Tom Herz, of Los Angeles .

The Recorded Lecture Service

Closely allied with the pilgrim service is the recorde d
lecture service. This service provides an opportunity for
isolated brethren and those in small classes to hear the
voices of many different brethren as they present mes-
sages of encouragement, inspiration, and instruction from
the Word of God . This service is free . If you own a tap e
recorder and desire to avail yourself of the service, simply
send a card or letter to The Dawn, Tape Recorded Lectur e
Service, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073, and we wil l
gladly put you on the list to receive these inspirationa l
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tapes . All that we ask is that when you are through with
each tape you return it, and the return of the tape wil l
serve as a request for another one .

All in all, 1969 was a blessed year of co-operation in th e
service of the Lord, the truth, and the brethren, and we
look ahead now to the blessings of the new year . The year
1970 begins a new decade in the counting of time ; but it is
not how many years we have already served that count s
with the Lord . Our contract with him is that we be faithfu l
even unto death, and we are confident that this is the de-
sire of all his true people throughout the entire world .
May we throughout the year just beginning do with our
might what our hands find to do, and let us serve with
appreciation of all the blessings which the Lord daily
showers upon us .
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For Your Newspaper

To the left is a suggestion for
a small advertisement in your
local newspaper . This outline i s
designed for two inches in on e
column .

FEBRUARY SPECIAL : On Sun-
day, February 15 there will b e
a specially advertised "Frank
and Ernest" broadcast. Attrac-
tive circulars will be available
for announcing this broadcast,
and you are invited to send fo r
as many as you can use . Yo u
can help to increase the radio
audience . Address your request
for the circulars to, The Da' s,
East Rutherford, New Jerse y
07073

THE DAW N

WHEN TH E

WORLD ENDS

To be discussed by

`FRANK and ERNEST' .
WQTE—560 kc .—10:30 A.M .

Sunday, January 1 8
Hear this revealing discussion,
and send for a f .e copy of the
booklet, "God and Reason ." Ad-
dress,

"FRANK and ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept . N, General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y . 10001



STATISTICAL "GOOD HOPES" REPOR T

October 1, 1968—September 30, 1969

	

Receipts

	

Expenditures

General Fund	 $146,422 .3 9

Radio	 27,429 .63

	

$89,896 .9 4

Television	 42,052 .29

	

115,123.52

Speakers'	 3,303.79

	

15,605.59

Overseas	 11,964.45

	

23,225 .82

Recorded Lecture Service	 348.00

	

2,683 .60

Free Literature	 1,645.68

	

1,645 .6 8

Free Subscriptions	 1,051 .29

	

1,051 .2 9

Dawn Publications, Subscriptions, etc . 40,815 .25

	

117,532 .1 1

Bequests	 200,053 .41

Total Receipts and Expenditures

	

$475,086 .18

	

$366,764.5 5

FREE TRACTS, ETC . : During the year 7,132,316 pages of fre e
literature were provided ; made up largely of tracts, kingdo m
cards, radio and television circulars, consolation folders, and
public meeting advertisements.

FREE BOOKLETS : Approximately 65,000 free booklets were pro-
vided during the year. A large portion of these were sent out b y
mail in response to requests from radio and television audiences ;
and from tracts, kingdom cards, circulars, consolation folders, an d
from magazine advertisements. Many thousands were sent over -
seas for the use of our brethren in foreign countries .

MEETINGS SERVED : The number of class meetings served b y
brethren co-operating with The Dawn has been difficult to compile ,
due to the fact that reports are not always made to us . We can
affirm however, that during the year ending September 30, 196 9
there was an increase of the number of brethren serving in thi s
field . Public meetings today are almost entirely through the use of
films, and in this area also our records are very incomplete, al-
though we know that many thousands were given a witness i n
this manner .

We seek an interest in the prayers of the brethren everywhere
that we may continue to use the funds made available to us to th e
Lord's glory, and to the blessing of his people. We surely appre-
ciate the co-operation of the brethren in connection with the fi-
nancial needs of the work .

VINEYARD ECHOES
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GENERAL CONVENTION BULLETI N

The Theme Tex t

THE 1970 General Convention of Bible Students will be held

on the campus of Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana ,
from August 8 to 13 inclusive . Start planning now to attend .

The program committee has held its first meeting, and has

chosen the biblical theme for the 1970 assembly of the breth-
ren. The theme is expressed in Isaiah 55 :8-11 . This passage

reads, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither ar e

your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways ,

and my thoughts than your thoughts . For as the rain cometh
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither ,

but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that
it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater : so shal l
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall not

return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it . "

Plans are being made for the discussion of the various im-
portant thoughts presented in this beautiful passage of Scrip-
ture . The central theme of these verses is the assurance that
God's Word will accomplish the purpose for which it is sen t
forth, and this theme will be displayed on the banner over -
hanging the platform :

"MY WORD . . .SHALL ACCOMPLISH THAT WHICH I PLEASE ."
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Encouraging Letters
Mutual Servic e

Dear Brethren: Greetings of
Christian love in the name of
our dear Master and Lord! Th e
article in the November issue
of The Dawn reflecting upo n
the thirty-seven years since Th e
Dawn was first published, has
called to the mind of the breth-
ren here the blessings and privi-
leges which we have shared
with you for many years . At las t
Sunday's meeting, the Orland o
Ecciesia voted unanimously t o
express to you and to all ou r
brethren at The Dawn, our sin-
cere appreciation for your la-
bors of love and the continue d
interest which you all have i n
our prayers .

We, too, can look back an d
see the way in which the Lor d
has blessed the co-operative ef-
forts of the brethren in witness-
ing to the truth and in servin g
the needs of the Lord's people .
We greatly appreciate the helps
and benefits that have come to
us as a result of the efforts o f
The Dawn brethren, and we
look forward to continued co-
operation in proclaiming th e
harvest message . We realize
that the greatest praise goes t o
our Heavenly Father for the
way in which he has overruled
and blessed those who hav e
been motivated by his Spirit,

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

but we also do not want to be
unmindful of our brethren who
have devoted so much of thei r
time and energy in carrying ou t
his work. We rejoice that we
have had a small part in work-
ing with all of you in the Lord's
vineyard.

We would like to assure Yo u
of our continued prayers for
each of you, individually and
collectively. May the Lord's Spir-
it guide and direct :11 that you
do. May you have the strength
of mind and body to carry on
in his work, and be richly
blessed thereby.

"Therefore, my beloved breth-
ren, be ye stedfast, unmove-
able, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch a s
ye know that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord." (I Cor .
15 :58) We ask that you please
remember us in your prayers
that we, too, may all remai n
faithful . Your brethren in Christ .
—The Orlando (Florida) Eccle-
si a

Real Facts

Dear Sirs: I am a constant
listener to your programme ,
heard here every Sunday morn-
ing . Your programme has been
a real blessing to me . You
speak real facts. Thanks a lot .
—Virgin Islands
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Appreciates Understandin g

Gentlemen : May I advise you
that I have watched your TV
program for several months
and words cannot tell you how
much comfort and understand-
ing I have received . We have
told many about your program .
My two sisters also now watch
and they feel as I do . We hope
that your program will always
remain on the air as it is so
wonderful to understand s o
much about our dear Lord and
all his promises.—Wisconsin

God Gets the Glory

I have watched your TV pro-
gram, The Bible Answers, and I
only wish that it could be long-

er. I thank God that you hav e
inspiration enough to impar t
this information to others to
help them rightly divide the
Word of truth . It is the truth
that counts, and you tell i t
boldly. Just keep on keeping
on. Yes, the Gospel is powerful ,
and you are using the gift
which God gave you . God en-
dows, and God gets the glory .
May God bless you all .—Louisi-
ana

Enjoys New Boo k

Dear Sirs. I have received th e
book, "The Creator's Grand De -
sign." I have read it and I
would like to thank you for
such an enjoyable and informa-
tive book.—Texas

-000-

Weekly Prager Meeting Texts

JANUARY 1—"O bless our God,
ye people, and make the voic e
of His praise to be heard : whic h
holdeth our soul in life, an d
suffereth not our feet to be
moved ."—Psalm 66:8, 9 (Z . '03-3
Hymn 37 )

JANUARY 8—"See that none
render evil for evil unto any
man; but ever follow that which
is good, both among yourselves,
and to all men."—I Thessaloni-
ans 5 :15 (Z . '01-297 Hymn 130 )

JANUARY 15—"What doth the
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Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy, an d
to walk humbly with thy God ."
—Micah 6 :8 (Z . '02-172 Hym n
198 )

JANUARY 22—"Be of good
courage, and He shall strength-
en your heart, all ye that hop e
in the Lord ."—Psalm 31:24 (Z.
'01-79 Hymn 233)

JANUARY 29—"The fear [rev-
erence] of the Lord is the be-
ginning of wisdom."—Psalm 111 :
10 (Z . '96-155 Hymn 283 )

THE DAWN



Speakers' Appo intments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .
Their services are furnished free upon request. Address your request to
Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit wil l
be arranged when possible.

O . D . DEIFER Lynchburg, Va . 1 8

York,

	

Pa . Jan .

	

11 Greensboro, N . C . 1 9
Charlotte, N . C. 2 0
Louisville,

	

Ala . 2 2
G. M. JEUCK Jacksonville,

	

Fla . 2 3
Allentown, Pa . Jan .

	

18 Orlando, Fla . 25, 2 6
Miami,

	

Fla . 28, 2 9

A . H . KRUMPOL T

New Haven, Conn . Jan . 25 LEO POST

Sayville,

	

N .

	

Y. Jan . 4

R . J . KRUP A

Baltimore, Md .
Philadelphia,

	

Pa .
Jan .

	

1 1
11

RICHARD SURAC I

New London, Conn . Jan .

	

1 8

E . K . PENROS E

Lonaconing, Md . Jan .

	

12
H . J . TIEMEYE R

Paterson,

	

N . J . Jan .

	

1 8
York, Pa . 1 3
Washington,

	

D . C . 1 4
Norfolk,

	

Va .
Richmond, Va .

1 5
16

C . R. WEID A

Pottstown, Pa . Jan. 25

THE MEMORIAL SUPPE R

The proper date for the Memorial Supper in 1970 i s
Sunday evening, April 19.

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

	

6 3



Conventions
PHOENIX, ARIZ ., Jan . 1-4—Fatteber t
Family Center, 1320 N . 15 St . Mrs .
Eugene W . Enteman, 542 W. South -
ern Ave .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Jan. 4—
2601 Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs . C . R .
Newham, 678 40th Ave ., N . E .

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Jan . 11—Centra l
Savings - Rear, Refugee Rd . and
College Ave . Mrs . Clyde Harp, 2635
Elliott Ave .

ST. PETERSBURG, FLA., Jan. 11 —
Auditorium of Heilman's Mobile Home
Park, 8300 Seminole Blvd ., Alt. No .
19, Seminole, Fla . Mrs . Chris C.
Dodd, 1000 30th Ave. N ., St. Peters -
burg, Fla .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Jan. 18—
IOGT Hall, 2922 Cedar Ave. Mrs .

Doris Borowiec, 10410 Fifth Ave .
Circle S .

CHICAGO, ILL ., Jan . 25—Masoni c
Temple, 5352 W . Chicago Ave. Mr.
George Tabac, 7244 W . Lill, Niles,
111 .

DETROIT, MICH ., Jan . 25—Northwest
Branch YWCA, 25940 Grand River .
Mr. Charles Chupa, 5666 Belmont
St ., Dearborn Heights, Mich .

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., Feb . 21, 2 2
—Odd Fellows Hall, Ninth & K Sts .
Mrs . E . F. Lankford, 6000 19th Ave .

BOISE, IDAHO, Mar . 7, 8

ORLANDO, FLA., Mar . 7-9—Florid a
Bible Students Annual Convention .

PATERSON, N . J ., Mar. 28, 2 9

SALEM, OREG., Apr . 3- 5

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTIO N
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

August 8-13

TWELVE MESSENGERS OF HOP E

A gift subscription to The Dawn will bring hope ,
comfort, and encouragement to a friend or relative .

Remember someone today !

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS . $1 .00 A YEAR . 6 FOR $5.00
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy-
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

Studies
in the
Scriptures

SIX VOLUME S
OVER 3,000 PAGES

CLOTH BOUN D

$500
PER SET

• THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGE S
CLOTH . 75 CENTS : PAPER . 50 CENT S

•

	

THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH . 75 CENT S

•

	

THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH . 75 CENTS

•

	

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
CLOTH . 01 .2 5

• THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH . $1 .2 5

•

	

THE NEW CREATIO N
CLOTH . 01 .2 5

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH ;
VOLUMES 4-6 . 15 CENTS EAC H

TABERNACLE

	

DAILY
SHADOWS

	

HEAVENLY
MANNA

CLOTH
BOUND . 30a

	

CLOTH BOUND, $1 .00

Presents the significance
of the sacrificial services
of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

Contains a Bible text and
comment for every day;
ruled pages for birthda y
records .

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH ...

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "his
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millepnium .—Rev. 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact that
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet. 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24:14; Rev. 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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