Lesson 60

Two Parables

Then he told them many things in parables.—Matthew
13:3

n the parable recorded in Luke 15:11-32, the man represents

God, the older son the Jewish religious leaders, and the youn-
ger son the Jews who were careless of their spiritual privileges.
Many of these careless Jews were sorry for their sins and were
baptized by John.

When the prodigal son saw the error of his ways, after having
recklessly spent all of his inheritance, he wanted to return to his
father’s home as a servant. The father not only welcomed him
and forgave him but gave a great feast in his honor.

The proud older brother (who represented the scribes, Phari-
sees, and religious leaders) did not want to see the father give
his wealth and love to someone he thought did not deserve it.
However, the father was extremely happy to have his second son
home again.

These are the gifts the father gave to his prodigal son: a beauti-
ful robe (picturing the robe of Christ’s righteousness), an expen-
sive ring (showing God’s influence and power and favor), shoes
(sandals of peace), and a fattened calf (as in the tabernacle sacri-
fices, showing forgiveness.)

Those people represented by the older brother were outwardly
righteous in following the law but in fact they were self-righteous,
and full of pride and jealousy.

The same lesson is found in another interesting parable (Luke
16:19-31). The Jewish nation was represented by the rich man.
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His table was loaded with elegant foods, representing the rich
promises of God. The Jews were the only ones to have these
promises at that time. Lazarus, the poor beggar, who wanted only
to eat crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table, represented the
Gentile nations. The Gentiles were poor concerning spiritual
promises. But the rich man died and great blessings then went
to the Gentile nations for God’s favor was no longer only for the
Jews. The Gentiles could now be invited to become part of the
church class. Lazarus also died, picturing the end of his condition
of disfavor.

There are many more lessons in this parable, and in the other
parables. Remember, they are only stories designed to show les-
sons Jesus wanted his disciples to learn.

Original Photo-Drama slide

The “prodigal son” was a picture
of the publicans and sinners in Israel.

121



	BSL MAIN MENU
	Adam to Zion Book
	Preface
	Lesson 1 - God's Glory in the Heavens
	Lesson 2 - The First Day of Creation
	Lesson 3 - The Second Day of Creation
	Lesson 4 - The Third Day of Creation
	Lesson 5 - The Fourth Day of Creation
	Lesson 6 - The Fifth Day of Creation
	Lesson 7 - The Sixth Day of Creation
	Lesson 8 - The Seventh Day of Creation
	Lesson 9 - Mother Eve Created
	Lesson 10 - Mother Eve Beguiled
	Lesson 11 - Expulsion From Eden
	Lesson 12 - Pride, Jealousy, Anger, Murder
	Lesson 13 - Abel, the First Martyr
	Lesson 14 - Sorrow and Mourning Begun
	Lesson 15 - Sons of God, Daughters of Men
	Lesson 16 - While the Ark was Preparing
	Lesson 17 - Nephilim Destroyed
	Lesson 18 - The End of That Age
	Lesson 19 - The Rainbow Pledge
	Lesson 20 - Demigods of Greece and Egypt
	Lesson 21 - From Adam to Moses
	Lesson 22 - The Tower of Babel
	Lesson 23 - Abraham, God's Friend
	Lesson 24 - The Destruction of Sodom
	Lesson 25 - Melchizedek, Priest and King
	Lesson 26 - Job's Adversity and Restitution
	Lesson 27 - Seeking a Bride for Isaac
	Lesson 28 - Jacob's Ladder Dream
	Lesson 29 - Joseph's Coat Identified
	Lesson 30 - Joseph Sold Into Egypt
	Lesson 31 - Joseph and His Brethren
	Lesson 32 - Moses the Deliverer
	Lesson 33 - Let My People Go
	Lesson 34 - Israel's Wilderness Experiences
	Lesson 35 - The Law Covenant at Mt. Sinai
	Lesson 36 - The Typical Tabernacle
	Lesson 37 - Crossing the Jordan
	Lesson 38 - Conquest of Canaan
	Lesson 39 - Anointing of David
	Lesson 40 - Jealousy of Saul
	Lesson 41 - Saul Disobeys God
	Lesson 42 - The Witch of Endor
	Lesson 43 - David Reproved
	Lesson 44 - Solomon in All His Glory
	Lesson 45 - The Temple
	Lesson 46 - Elijah and the Priests of Baal
	Lesson 47 - Zedekiah: Last King of David's Line
	Lesson 48 - Jerusalem Desolated Seventy Years
	Lesson 49 - Daniel Interprets a Dream
	Lesson 50 - Daniel's Dream of Great Beasts
	Lesson 51 - The Fall of Babylon
	Lesson 52 - Kings Darius and Cyrus
	Lesson 53 - The Valley of Dry Bones
	Lesson 54 - The Logos Made Flesh
	Lesson 55 - Tidings of Great Joy
	Lesson 56 - John the Forerunner
	Lesson 57 - The Baptism of Jesus
	Lesson 58 - Gospel of the Kingdom
	Lesson 59 - Parables of the Kingdom
	Lesson 60 - Two Parables
	Lesson 61 - Awakening
	Lesson 62 - Judgment
	Lesson 63 - Second Death
	Lesson 64 - Illustrations of the Kingdom
	Lesson 65 - Hosanna in the Highest
	Lesson 66 - The Cost of the Kingdom
	Lesson 67 - The Memorial Supper
	Lesson 68 - Behold the Man
	Lesson 69 - The Crucifixion
	Lesson 70 - The Empty Tomb
	Lesson 71 - No Longer Flesh
	Lesson 72 - Pentecostal Rest
	Lesson 73 - Pentecostal Preaching
	Lesson 74 - The Apostle Paul
	Lesson 75 - The Apostle Peter
	Lesson 76 - The Church at Antioch
	Lesson 77 - Berean Bible Students
	Lesson 78 - The Holy Roman Empire
	Lesson 79 - The Middle Ages
	Lesson 80 - Reformers
	Lesson 81 - The Inquisition
	Lesson 82 - The Wesleys
	Lesson 83 - Pilgrims and Pacifists
	Lesson 84 - Higher Critics
	Lesson 85 - Church of the Living God
	Lesson 86 - Christianity Moves Westward
	Lesson 87 - Many Shall Run To and Fro
	Lesson 88 - Knowledge Shall Be Increased
	Lesson 89 - A Time of Trouble
	Lesson 90 - The Church, Militant, Triumphant
	Lesson 91 - New Heavens and New Earth
	Lesson 92 - The Desert Shall Blossom
	Lesson 93 - Hallelujah Chorus and Ages to Come




