
Lesson 3

The Second Day of Creation

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your 
name, for in per fect faith ful ness you have done mar vel -
ous things, things planned long ago.—Isa iah 25:1

How long is a day? We usu ally think of a day as being twenty-

four hours long. But Psalm 95:8 (King James ver sion)

speaks of the “day of temp ta tion” in the wil der ness, and we know

that it is speak ing of the forty years which the Isra el ites spent in

the wil der ness.
The apos tle Peter wrote that “with the Lord a day is like a thou -

sand years, and a thou sand years are like a day” (2 Peter 3:8).
One of the def i ni tions for “day” given in the dic tio nary says,
“any par tic u lar amount of time.” We see then that many dif fer ent
amounts of time can be called a “day.” Thou sands of years were
needed for the work of each cre ative day.

Dur ing the sec ond cre ative day God made the  firmament—the
air around the earth. Air would be needed in the future when
humans and ani mals were cre ated and they would need to be
able to breathe. The earth had rings of water and min er als around 
it, some of which would fall to the earth and become oceans,
lakes, and rivers. The remain ing waters would become clouds.
In between was the clearer, drier air (called an atmo sphere or
 firmament).

Day Two ended with the earth pre pared for lower forms of
plant life. Step by step God was pre par ing the earth to be a home
for crea tures not yet cre ated and for an immense num ber of
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plants and lower  animals. His plans and pur poses are intel li gent
and orderly and show a won der ful design.

Of all the nine plan ets in our solar sys tem only the earth has
life-giv ing oxy gen. If we go beyond about four miles up into the
atmo sphere, we need another way to get oxy gen or we die. The
astro nauts always carry their own “atmo sphere” with them.

Let us give thanks to our great Heav enly Father and his dear
son! How wisely and care fully they planned every detail of cre -
ation.

Only the earth has suf fi cient oxy gen to sus tain life.
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