
Lesson 5

The Fourth Day of Creation

O LORD, our Lord, how majes tic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heav ens.—
Psalm 8:1

The Bible story of cre ation was writ ten 3,500 years ago in the
Hebrew lan guage (Hebrews were also called Isra el ites or

Jews). The King James Eng lish Bible was printed in the year
1611. The schol ars who trans lated the Hebrew words into Eng -
lish tried to help the read ers under stand what was meant by the
writ ers, but some times they made mis takes.

For instance: the King James trans la tors wrote in Gen e sis 1:16, 
“And God made two great lights … he made the stars also.” The
Hebrew word trans lated “made” does not mean “to  create,” but
one of its mean ings is “to appoint” or “cause to shine.”

We can now under stand that the work of God on Day Four was
caus ing the sun, moon, and stars to shine upon the earth. They
had been in the heav ens long before that, but their light could not
get through the heavy fog and the car bon-laden air. But another
ring of water and min er als had bro ken and fallen to the earth so
that the earth’s atmo sphere was clearer than ever before. Now
the sun light, moon light, and the light of the stars could break
through.

The rays of the sun and the moon began to pre pare the earth
for higher forms of plant and ani mal life. God was now going to
use these great lights to have an influ ence upon the earth. The
sun would mark time for man and beast. It would also begin to
oxy gen ate the air to pre pare it for breath ing ani mals. The moon
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would influ ence the tides and mark time in the night for man.
Long before there were cal en dars peo ple reg u lated their cer e mo -
nies and sea sons by the moon (Psalm 104:19).

The increased influ ence of the sun and moon brought many
advances. Plant life pro gressed and many more vari et ies came
into being. There was also an abun dance of insects, snails, crabs,
and fish. The cre ative days show the won der ful design and plan -
ning of our great God of the  universe!

The sun, moon, and stars, cre ated ear lier, finally shone upon the earth.
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