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Highlights of Dawn.

This Dark Day of the Lord

"And we have the prophetic word made more sure. You

will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp shining

in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star e

rises in your hearts."—ll Peter 1 :19, R. S. V.

THE sure word of prophecy is indeed "a lamp shining in
a dark place," even as our text declares . Darkness is use d
in the Scriptures as a symbol of sin—of that which is out
of harmony with God. The Apostle John wrote that "God
is light, and in him is no darkness at all ." (I John 1 :5) The
darkness of sin contributes to unhappiness, and how much
there is in the world today that comes within this category !

As we enter upon the new year, 1969, we are painfull y
reminded that the problems which confronted the people
at the beginning of 1968 are still with us . Seventy-five per
cent of the world's inhabitants are still hungry, and
millions of them died of starvation during 1968 . And, as
of now, there is no assurance that this situation will
improve during 1969 . This is indeed a dark picture in

which the human suffering involved staggers our imagina-
tion and defies description .

Then there are the many festering sores of trouble ,
discontent, war, revolution, and anarchy which at the
beginning of the New Year continue to plague this sin-sic k
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and suffering world. Every continent is afflicted with these
eruptions, and we hear the clamor of the protesters, the
groans of the oppressed, and the screams of the suffering
and dying here and there throughout all nations . No
nation today; great or small, is immune from thes e
afflictions . No nation is secure from attack from without ,
neither free from turmoil within .

It is indeed a "dark" time for all mankind . Isaiah wrote ,
"Behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people ." (Isa. 60:2) Joel wrote, "Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day' of the Lord
cometh, for it is nigh at hand; a day of darkness and of
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the
morning spread upon the mountains ." (Joel 2:2) Amos
wrote, "Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord! t o
what end is it for you? the day of the Lord is darkness ,
and not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear
met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on
the wall, and a serpent bit him . Shall not the day of th e
Lord be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no
brightness in it?"—Amos 5:18-20

The Day of the Lord

"The day of the Lord" is an expression used in the
prophecies of the Bible to denote that period in the en d
of the present age in which, through divine intervention ,
Satan's social order which is based upon and largel y
motivated by selfishness, is destroyed in preparation fo r
the full establishment and rulership of the kingdom of
Christ. The return of Christ and the early years of his
second presence are associated in the Scriptures with this
prophetic "day of the Lord."

The Apostle Paul wrote, "Of the times and the seasons ,
brethren, ye have no need that I write • unto you . For
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord s o
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cometh as a thief in the night . For when they shall say ,
Peace and safety ; then sudden destruction cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with child ; and they shall
not escape . But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief ."—I Thess. 5:1-4

Notice that according to this prophecy "the day of the
Lord" is a time of destruction—"sudden destruction com-
eth upon them." In the Greek text the word which in the
King James Version is translated "sudden" has more th e
thought of "unexpected," like the coming of a thief . The
prophecy does not indicate whether "the day of the Lord"
is a long day or a short day, but emphasizes that the
destruction of that day comes upon the world unawares.

But as Paul explains, the Lord's people, the "brethren,"
would not be in darkness concerning the significance of
this day and its events. They were to know of its arrival
but not upon the basis of "times and seasons." Paul
explains that there was no need that he should write about
the times and the seasons because the brethren knew
"perfectly" what to expect in that day ; they would be able
to identify the time, when it arrived, by the fact that whe n
there was a great cry of "peace and safety," unexpecte d
destruction would come upon Satan's social order, and
that this destruction would come "as travail upon a
woman with child . "

Deceptive Progres s

With the great increase of knowledge which came to
mankind, beginning particularly with the opening of the
nineteenth century, it was supposed and generally claime d
that the people had also progressed in mutual under -
standing. This idea of a maturing civilization had taken
such a strong hold upon the nations it was believed that
at long last they would be able to resolve their differences
without the necessity of going to war . Thus early in the
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twentieth century this viewpoint was brought into focu s
by the fact that 191 i was proclaimed an international
peace year . It was during that year that the Peace Palac e
at the Hague was dedicated amidst much pomp and cere-
mony. High officials of government in the world' s
capitals wined and dined one another in this great an d
international salute to peace .

This was in 1913 . It was in 1914 that the first Worl d
War in all history broke out, and it continued for more
than four bloody and weary years . Youths of the world
were slaughtered by the millions during those years, an d
when a truce was finally arranged most of the church-stat e
governments of Europe were no longer able to function .
They were replaced either by communist or fascist dictator-
ships, and in Germany for a short time by a republic . This
republic was later replaced by nazi dictatorship .

Thus, just as Paul foretold, we can look back to what
then occurred and recognize in the sequence of events clea r
proof that we are in the prophetic "day of the Lord . "
Without difficulty we can identify the cry of "peace an d
safety"—a world-wide pronouncement of the belief that
wars would no longer be necessary . And then, following
quickly, the "unexpected" destruction began .

Paul said that this "destruction" would come as "travai l
upon a woman with child ." This comes in spasms, with
periods of easement between . That first spasm of destruc-
tion rocked the foundations of the pre-1914 world. Today
essentially all historians acknowledge that the world that
existed before the unexpected destruction began, ended
in 1914 .

Other Spasms

In 1939 there came the outbreak of another World Wa r
—another military spasm of destructive trouble. This
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caused a further crumbling of Satan's social order. In fact ,
much of the world was so badly shaken, financially an d

otherwise, . that, only a continuous outpouring of American

dollars has prevented a complete collapse of what me n
call civilization. When the second World War closed there
was chaos everywhere, and this continues to be so .

Meanwhile, the crumbling world passed through the

destructive depression days of the 1930's . . :. This was a
different sort of spasm, which, nevertheless, further
weakened the fabric of civilization, particularly along

financial lines. The unemployment caused by "the great

depression" ended with the outbreak of the second Worl d

War when millions were inducted into the armies of

the warring nations, and other millions were put to work

furnishing munitions of war .

Now the groans of "travail" can be heard almost con-

stantly, and world-wide . There has not as yet been a third
World War, but there have been constant smaller struggle s

going on in almost every part of the globe . There was the

Korean War, and now the Viet Nam War. There have been

revolutions in many places, including Africa . There is

constant tension due to threats by the great powers .

And there is much trouble within nations—strif e

between races; the youth demanding a greater voice in

the management of schools and colleges. The constant

spiral of monetary inflation causes ever mounting demand s

for higher wages. The crime rate continues to rise . Condi-

tions generally are so out of hand that one of the main

issues in the recent presidential election campaign wa s

"law and order ." And indeed the world needs law and

order, for the social order established by man is 'fas t

crumbling . Instead of social order, there is unsocial chaos ,

and disruptive influences are everywhere .
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Another Prophetic Description

The general distress and chaos abroad in the eart h
today, which is inflicting suffering upon all classes, the
rich and the poor, and all the various races, is symbolically
described by the Prophet Zephaniah . We quote :

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and
hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord : the
mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day o f
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wastenes s
and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day
of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet an d
alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high
towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shal l
walk like blind men, because they have sinned against th e
Lord : and their blood shall be poured out as dust, an d
their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold
shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord' s
wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire o f
his jealousy [Hebrew, `zeal] : for he shall make eve n
a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land . "
—ch . 1 :14-18

Much of the language in this prophecy is symbolic . How -
ever, it points out clearly the world-wide nature of th e
distress that was to come upon mankind in "the day of the
Lord," and the diversity of troubles with which the people
would be afflicted. And we are surely now living in jus t
such a time as this prophecy thus symbolically describes .
Without the prophecies to guide us we might well suppos e
that "the day of the Lord" would be a peaceful time of
blessing for the people, but according to the prophecies ,
this "day" is not one of brightness and happiness, but on e
of darkness and gloominess. It is a time during which the
selfish institutions of earth are being destroyed to mak e
way for Messiah's kingdom .
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In Nahum 2:3, 4 this "day of the Lord" is described as
"the day of his preparation," and in this prophecy is fore-
told the much and rapid travel of the present time .
Describing what is believed by many to be the automobile ,
Nahum writes, "They shall justle one against another in
the broad ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall run
like the lightnings." The phenomenal increase of knowl-
edge in our day and the ability to traverse the globe in a
matter of hours are contributing to the distress of nation s
because the hearts of the people have not been changed
by their increasing knowledge .

The Dawn of Day

Reverting to our opening text, we note its reference t o
the dawn of day. Peter declares that the sure Word of
prophecy is like a "lamp" which shines in a dark place ,
and he admonishes us to pay attention to this Word of
prophecy "until the day dawns and the morning star rises "
in our hearts . Here we have an interesting and revealin g
presentation of truth—it is in the day dawn that th e
morning star rises .

Obviously this means that when the morning star rise s
the world is still in darkness, for the morning star is not
seen after the sun rises. And how dark this day daw n
really is! In a prophecy of Joel, already quoted, we ar e
informed not only that "the day of the Lord" is one of
darkness, but is is a darkness which is like "the mornin g
spread upon the mountains ." (Joel 2:2) The thought is that
while the day is dawning the world continues to be i n

darkness, a darkness in which all sorts of afflictions ar e
plaguing the people and, as Zephaniah's prophecy states ,
the people go about as blind men; not able, that is, to see

any way out of their distresses .
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Because Satan is the prince of this world, and the go d
of this world, "darkness" has prevailed throughout all the
centuries. This made the world a "dark place," as state d

by Peter . Throughout the ages the Lord's faithful people ,

to the extent that the "Word of truth" has been available
to them, have been taking heed to its testimony and it s
prophecies ; and now that we have reached the end of th e
age, the "day dawn" of prophecy, they discern the meaning

of the dense darkness enshrouding the people, and b y

means of the "prophetic Word" are able to see th e
"morning star"—indeed, the morning star has risen in
their hearts.

Jesus is the "Morning Star" of the prophecies. The
highly exalted Jesus testified, "I am the root and the off-
spring of David, and the bright and morning star . "

(Rev. 22:16) The Scriptures give many titles to Jesus, eac h

denoting some special function in the outworking of th e
divine plan . The title "Morning Star" evidently has to d o
with the early years of his second presence, during the
"dark" dawning of earth's new day of light, life, and
happiness .

Through the Word of prophecy we are able to discer n
the Master's presence as the "Star" which, although it is

still "dark," assures us that the new day of promise i s

indeed dawning. And how precious indeed is this vision o f

prophetic truth . It should cause us to lift up our heads

with rejoicing, because it gives assurance that our deliver-
ance into the glorious rulership phase of the kingdom is
drawing very near . Our ability to see the "Morning Star "

through the "thick darkness" which has thrown the worl d
into panic and chaos is a token to us that the deliveranc e
of the world of mankind from sin and death is also near ;
that Satan's reign of sin and death will soon end .
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The Sun of Righteousness

In the natural realm it is the rising of the sun that
dispels the darkness and semi-darkness of the dawnin g
hours of a new day . The prophecies speak of this darknes s
in connection with the dawning of earth's new day a s
"thick darkness." The "Morning Star" of the prophecie s
does not dispel this darkness, a darkness that is permitte d
by the Lord in preparation for the blessings of the ne w
day—in the sense that the people will be helped by the
horrendous experiences through which they pass durin g
the dark hours of dawn to realize that they cannot solv e
their own problems, and will be the more ready to accept
the new rulership of Christ's kingdom . And it is the
blessings of this new kingdom that will be brought to man -
kind by the rising of "the Sun of Righteousness ."-Mal . 4 : 2

How glad we are that "the Sun of Righteousness" will
soon rise and begin its work of dispelling the noxious
vapors of the long dark night of sin and death, and to heal
the people of their illnesses and to give life even to the
dead. With the rising of this glorious lifegiving "Sun "
the new day will begin; and what a blessed and happy
day that will be !

However, that new day, to begin with, will not be com-
pletely "light ." Zechariah wrote, "It shall come to pass i n
that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: but it
shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not
day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening
time it shall be light ." (Zech. 14:6, 7) This indicates that
during the entire millennial reign of Christ there will be
some darkness in the world .

While the promise is that the knowledge of the Lord will
fill the earth as the waters cover the sea, and that the
blinding influences of Satan will no longer be permitted
(for he will be bound), it will nevertheless take time for
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the people to absorb the true knowledge of the Lord an d
regulate their lives in harmony therewith . Besides, the
dead will continue to be awakened during much of tha t
time, and these will need to be taught the ways of the
Lord, and to be given an opportunity to obey the laws of
the kingdom .

Thus, during that entire kingdom reign, . it would see m
that some darkness will remain . However, during that very
special "day" the "Sun of Righteousness" will continue to
shine, and all the while will be dispelling the gloom of
ignorance and sin, and its healing rays will continue to
restore mankind to perfection, both mentally and physical-
ly. Pain and disease, and all the other manifestation s
of "darkness" will be taken away—completely and univer-
sally; while those who become wilful opposers of the
kingdom and its laws will be destroyed from among the
people . (Acts 3 :23) And it will be after the symbolic eart h
is devoured with the fire of God's zeal—after this present
dark and gloomy period of dawn has merged into day ,
with its blessings—that the Lord will turn to the people
the pure message of truth that they might all call upon
him to serve him with one consent.-Zeph. 3:8, 9

—o0o

Encouragement in Tria l

When the Israelites were taken captives to Babylon, ,
the Prophet Jeremiah wrote : "It is of the Lord's mercies
that we are not consumed, because his compassions fai l
not . They are new every morning : great is Thy faithful-
ness . . . . The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to
the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord . "
—Lamentations 3 :22-2 6
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Bible Study

LESSON FOR JANUARY 5

the 3eginning of the (5ood .etv~

MEMORY VERSE : "Now after that John was put in prison ,
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the kingdom

of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom o f

God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the Gospel ."

—Mark 1 :14, 1 5

MARK 1 :1-1 3

THE expression, "good news, "
used in the caption of this les-
son, is what the Bible refers to
as "the Gospel" Paul refers to
it in Romans 1 :1 as "the Gospel
of God," and explains in vers e
2 that it had been promised by
God's prophets "in the holy
Scriptures ." In Romans 1 :1 6
Paul refers to this same Gospel
as "the Gospel of Christ," and
declares it to be "the power o f
God unto salvation ."

In our memory verse this
same Gospel is called "th e
Gospel of the kingdom of God."
In Romans 10 :15 it is described
as "the Gospel of peace ." It i s
the Gospel of God because the
great Creator of the universe i s
its Author. It is the Gospel o f
Christ because it is through hi s
death and resurrection that
God's plan for the blessing of
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mankind is made effective . It is
the Gospel of the kingdom o f
God and of Christ because th e
provisions of God's plan for th e
blessing of the world are to b e
carried out through the estab-
lishment of a world-wide-govern-
ment of righteousness. It is the
Gospel of peace because the
great objective of the divine
plan is to re-establish peace be-
tween God and the human race,
which, through the sin of our
first parents, has been estrange d
from the Creator and under
condemnation to death.

The first verse of our lesso n
speaks of "the beginning of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ."
Obviously the reference is to
the beginning of Jesus' personal
ministry of the Gospel : for as
we have seen from Romans
1:1,2, the Gospel had bee n
"promised afore" by God's
prophets and recorded in th e
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Scriptures . Also, the Apostl e
Paul informs us in Galatians
3 :8 that the Gospel wa s
preached unto Abraham whe n
God said to him, "In thee shall
all nations be blessed ."

It is interesting to note the
beautiful manner in which the
prophets of the Old Testament
set forth the "Gospel ." Take,
for example, the Prophet Isaiah :
"Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf shall be unstopped .
Then shall the lame man leap
as an hart, and the tongue o f
the dumb sing ." . . . "And the
ransomed of the Lord shall re -
turn [from death], and come t o
Zion with songs and everlasting
joy upon their heads : they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee
away ."—Isa . 35 :5, 6, 1 0

While the Gospel had bee n
set forth by the prophets of the
Old Testament, there had been
no general proclamation of the
good news prior to the coming
of Jesus. The general proclama-
tion of the Gospel began wit h
the ministry of Jesus, and Jesus ,
in turn, commissioned his dis-
ciples to go into all the worl d
and proclaim the Gospel as a
witness unto all nations.—Matt .
28 :19 ; Acts 1 : 8

Jesus said, "This Gospel of
the kingdom shall be preache d
in all the world for a witnes s
unto all nations ; and then shall
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the end [of the age] come . "
(Matt . 24:14) Some have mis-
takenly supposed that by this
statement Jesus meant th e
whole world would be convert-
ed by the preaching of th e
Gospel . If Jesus meant this ,
then his prophecy would appea r
to have failed, for after nearly
two thousand years the worl d
is far from being converted ,
and now professed Christianity
is becoming an ever-decreasin g
minority in our chaotic world .

What Jesus did say was tha t
the Gospel would be preache d
in all the world as a "witness"
The main purpose of this wit-
ness has been, and still is, t o
attract a people willing to suf-
fer and die in the cause o f
Christ . These are given the as-
surance that if they are faith-
ful they will be exalted t o
immortality in the resurrection,
and reign as priests and kings
with Christ in that wonderfu l
kingdom of promise which wil l
bring restoration of human life
to all who will then believe an d
obey .—Acts 15 :13-17 ; Rom. 2 :7 ;
Rev. 20 : 6

QUESTION S

What is the "good news" re-
ferred to in the caption of our
lesson ?

When was the Gospel first
proclaimed?

What is the main purpose o f
proclaiming the Gospel?
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 1 2

flhinistrq on the Sabbath
MEMORY VERSE : "No man also seweth a piece of new cloth
on an old garment : else the new piece that filled it up taketh
away from the old, and the rent is made worse."—Mark 2 :2 1

MARK 1 :21-34
TODAY'S lesson is centered in
Capernaum, particularly in the
synagogue . Many of Jesus' mir-
acles were performed in Caper-
naum, but, as in the remainder
of Israel, the people generally
did not respond in terms o f
belief in and dedication to th e
great messianic cause which
Jesus was promoting. On one
occasion Jesus took note of
this, and addressing the city
said, "And thou, Capernaum ,
which are exalted unto heaven ,
shall be brought down to hell:
for if the mighty works, whic h
have been done in thee, had
been done in Sodom, it would
have remained until this day .
But I say unto you, that it shall
be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of judg-
ment, than for thee ."—Matt .
11 :23,24

Without doubt the ancient
city of Sodom was much more
morally corrupt than was Ca-
pernaum in Jesus' day . Ap-
parently the reason it will be
more tolerable, or favorable ,
for the Sodomites in the day of
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judgment than for the people
of Capernaum is that they ha d
less knowledge of right an d
wrong, and were not given th e
same opportunities of knowing
about God and his great plan o f
salvation as were given to th e
people of Capernaum . The Sod-
omites lived and died largely in
ignorance of God and of hi s
righteous laws; whereas through
the Law of Moses and through
the teachings and healing min-
istry of Jesus the people of
Capernaum were much more
highly advantaged .

Jesus' first visit to Capernau m
was on the sabbath day. Littl e
is said in the record of wha t
Jesus taught in the synagogue
on the occasion of this firs t
visit except that the peopl e
were "astonished at his doc-
trine; for he taught them as
one that had authority, and not
as the scribes ." (Mark 1 :22) The
teachings of the scribes were
greatly adulterated by the tra-
ditions of men, whereas Jesus '
teachings were based upon the
authority of the Word of God .
All who preach the Gospel
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should base their teachings on
the Bible rather than on the
philosophies and speculations of
men.

"And there was in their syna-
gogue a man with an unclea n
spirit ; and he cried out, saying,
Let us alone ; what have we to
do with thee, thou Jesus of
Nazareth? art thou come to
destroy us? I know thee who
thou art, the Holy One of God ."
(vss . 23, 24) These "unclean
spirits" of Jesus' day were in
reality fallen, or unholy angels .
Peter and Jude speak of them
as being disobedient to God a t
the time of Noah . (I Pet . 3 :19 ,
20 ; Jude 6) They had the pow-
er, under certain circumstances ,
of controlling the minds of
humans . But the miracle-work-
ing power given to Jesus en-
abled him to break this control .

The people were amazed .
Jesus went to the home of
Simon and Andrew, and there
he healed Peter's mother-in-la w
of a fever. This had been a
wonderful sabbath, but when i t
was over, "when the sun did
set, they brought unto him all
that were diseased, and the m
that were possessed with devils .
And all the city was gathere d
together at the door. And he
healed many that were sick of
divers diseases, and cast out
many devils ."—vss . 32-3 4

All of Jesus' miracles were a s
illustrations of the healing min -
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istry of his kingdom . He was
untiring in his ministry. The
fact that he had labored
throughout this sabbath in Ca-
pernaum was not used as a n
excuse to cease giving his
strength to bless the people
after the day had closed and a
new day (Jewish reckoning)
had begun.

Our memory verse has n o
particular connection with th e
remainder of the lesson, excep t
to remind us that Jesus did no t
attempt to "patch up" the old
Jewish religious polity . He had
his own work to do, an impor-
tant part of which was to pro -
claim the Gospel of th e
kingdom, and also to prepare
his apostles to carry on with
this new work after he had
given his own life for the sin s
of the world . It was a new thin g
which Jesus was doing, and he
did not attempt in any way t o
blend his ministry with that o f
the scribes and Pharisees .

QUESTION S

What prophecy did Jesus ut-
ter against the city of Caper-
naum?

Why will it be more favorable
for Sodom in the judgment day
than for Capernaum?

Who were the unclean spirit s
cast out by Jesus?

What great truth of the di-
vine plan was illustrated b y
Jesus' miracles?
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 1 9

Zarfg Reactions to 3ezus
MEMORY VERSE : "For the preaching of the cross is to the m

that perish foolishness ; but unto us which are saved it is th e
power of God ."—1 Corinthians 1 :1 8

MARK 2 :1-12, 15-1 7
FOR a few days following hi s
first visit to Capernaum Jesu s
was obliged to remain in desert
places . This was due to th e
fact that a leper whom he had
healed undertook to tell the
people about it, or to "blaz e
abroad the matter," as the
record states, with the result
that the Master "could no more
openly enter into the city ."
However, the people sought
him out in the desert places ,
"and they came to him from
every quarter."—Mark 1 :44, 4 5

The time came, however ,
when Jesus was able to retur n
to Capernaum, and today's les-
son finds him in the city "i n
the house ." The account does
not state whose house this was ,
but it could have been the
home of Peter and Andrew,
where Jesus healed Peter' s
mother-in-law, who had been il l
of a fever. In any event the
news spread that Jesus was in
this house, and "straightwa y
many were gathered together,
insomuch that there was no
room to receive them, no, not
so much as about the door: and
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he preached the Word unto
them."—Mark 2 :1, 2

Jesus used every possible op-
portunity to preach the "Word"
to those about him. The "Word"
he preached was the gloriou s
Gospel of salvation that would
come to the people through
him and through the agencie s
of his long-promised kingdom .
Salvation for the world durin g
the thousand years of his king-
dom was to bring about release
from sin, sickness, and death ;
and he freely demonstrated tha t
the power of God was abun-
dantly able to accomplish th e
release of the people from pain
and death by the many miracle s
he performed.

Indeed, it was Jesus' miracle s
which were largely responsible
for attracting the multitudes t o
the Master . Not many were
particularly impressed by hi s
preaching. As our memory
verse states, the preaching of
the cross to unbelievers is fool-
ishness . A mere spoken message
calling attention to the promise s
of God was no more effective
then than it is today, eve n
though the words came from
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the lips of One who spake as
never man spoke before .

But the miracles the peopl e
could understand, and to a
point appreciate . It was so of
those who gathered in th e
house in Capernaum in whic h
they learned Jesus was residing .
So many people assembled o n
this occasion that the house
would not hold them . They
crowded out through the door -
way, and when a man sick of
the palsy and not able to wal k
was brought on his bed, the
only way to get him into the
house, and to Jesus, was to la y
open the roof, and carefully
lower the bed bearing the af-
flicted one down into the roo m
into the presence of Jesus .

When Jesus saw this demon-
stration of faith in his ability
to heal he said to the sick man ,
"Son, thy sins be forgiven thee . "
(vs . 5) There were scribes pres-
ent, and when they heard Jesus
say this they reasoned in thei r
hearts, "Why doth this ma n
thus speak blasphemies? who
can forgive sins but God only?"
Jesus could and did read what
was in their hearts, and pro-
pounded a question to them,
"Whether is it easier to say t o
the sick of the palsy, Thy sins
be forgiven thee ; or to say,
Arise, and take up thy bed and
walk?"—vss . 5-9

Then Jesus instructed th e
sick man to take up his bed and

walk, and he did . Those present
were greatly amazed, "and glori-
fied God, saying, We never sa w
it on this fashion." (vs . 12) We
are not to suppose from thi s
that all who are afflicted with
illness have committed som e
gross sin and are being pun-
ished for it . However, sickness
and death in general are th e
result of sin, and we have this
truth pointed up for us by this
miracle . Divine mercy through
the forgiveness of sin was ap-
parently necessary in order fo r
this afflicted one to be healed .

The scribes and Pharisee s
were also unhappy because
Jesus ate with publicans an d
sinners . (vss . 15-17) In response
to the question as to why he
did this, Jesus replied, "The y
that are whole have no need of
the physician, but they that are
sick. I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repent-
ance ." The scribes and Phari-
sees were not actually " whole,"
or righteous, but they claimed
to be, and this was the basis o f
Jesus ' reply.

QUESTION S

What intervened betwee n
Jesus' first and second visits t o
Capernaum?

What is the basic cause o f
sickness and death?

Who were the "righteous" re-
ferred to by Jesus in verse 1 7
of the lesson ?
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 26

people Misunderstand Jesu s
MEMORY VERSE : "He that is not with Me is against Me ;

and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad ."
—Matthew 12 :3 0

MARK 3 :20-27, 31-3 5

WITHOUT doubt there wa s
much misunderstanding of Jesu s
on the part of the Israelites o f
his day. But Jesus' persecution s
came not so much from mis-
understandings as they di d
from the jealousies and hatreds
of the religious leaders of his
day. These looked for things
in his ministry which they
could criticize, and any mis-
understandings on their par t
arose largely from their desire
to discredit and turn the people
away from him .

Today's lesson again finds
Jesus surrounded by people ,
presumably seeking blessings a t
his hands . The New English
Translation gives a clearer
meaning to verse 21—"When
his family heard of this, they
set out to take charge of him ;
for people were saying that he
was out of his mind ." While
Jesus' family for the most part
did not believe on him, some
of them at least had a concern
for his physical welfare .

As so often happened, the
scribes and Pharisees were o n
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hand to discredit the Master' s
ministry. They charged, "He
hath Beelzebub, and by the
prince of devils casteth he out
devils ." (vs. 22) This was a
vicious accusation, but one ,
nevertheless, for which Jesus
had a logical reply. He said :
"How can Satan cast out Satan ?
And if a kingdom be divided
against itself, that kingdom can-
not stand . . . . And if Satan
rise up against himself, and b e
divided, he cannot stand, bu t
hath an end ."—vss . 23-26

This reply clearly called at-
tention to the false reasoning
of the scribes and Pharisee s
and, because he could rea d
their hearts, Jesus did not hesi-
tate to explain what this implie d
in their relationship to God. He
explained : "Verily I say unto
you, All sins shall be forgive n
unto the sons of men, an d
blasphemies wherewith soeve r
they shall blaspheme: but he
that shall blaspheme against th e
Holy Spirit hath never forgive-
ness, but is in danger of eternal
damnation. Because, they said ,
He hath an unclean spirit "
—vss . 28-30
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The Holy Spirit is the holy
power of God. The scribes and
Pharisees had witnessed many
demonstrations of the power of
God's Spirit in the miracles
they had seen Jesus perform .
Not being able to deny this,
they made the deliberate charge
that Jesus was using the powe r
of Satan to perform these
miracles . Jesus' reply suggests
that he knew they were wil-
fully misrepresenting his min-
istry, and that this constituted
a sin against the Holy Spirit .
They were sinning against light,
against understanding.

Jesus explained that such
sins could not be forgiven,
either in this age, or in the age
to come. Those who commit
such sins, Jesus explained, wer e
in danger of "eternal damna-
tion." The thought here is eter-
nal condemnation . This would
mean the punishment described
in Revelation 20 :14 as "the
second death." Peter referre d
to it as being -"destroyed from
among the people."—Acts 3 :23

The over-all lesson to be
gleaned from Jesus' remark s
would be that no sin against
the Holy Spirit can be forgiven ;
that those who commit such
sins will be punished . However,
the nature and duration of tha t
punishment depends upon th e
extent to which such sins are
continued . If they become one's
habit of life, eternal death will
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be the punishment . On the
other hand, repentance and dis-
cipline can lead to reformation
and, through the cleansing blood
of Jesus Christ, to life eternal.

Verses 31-35 relate the effort
of Jesus' mother and brethre n
to see him. The crowd in an d
about the house took note of
this and sent word to Jesu s
about it. "They said unto him,
Behold, thy mother and thy
brethren without seek thee.
And he answered them saying ,
Who is my mother, or my
brethren? And he looked round
about on them which sat about
him, and said, Behold my moth-
er and my brethren. For whoso-
ever shall do the will of God ,
the same is my brother, and m y
sister, and mother ."

We are not to infer from thi s
that Jesus had no interest in
the members of his own family ,
or that he did not love them .
It simply indicates that his firs t
concern and love was for thos e
who were truly seeking to kno w
and do the will of his Heavenly
Father; that these were mor e
precious to him than even th e
sweetest earthly ties.

QUESTION S

What motivated the scribe s
and Pharisees to oppose Jesus ?

What is the Holy Spirit, an d
how can we sin against it?

Whom did Jesus esteem hi s
closest associates?
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Christian Life and .Doctrine

ARCHEOLOGY PROVES THE BIBL E

Chapter 5

The New Testament
Corroborates the Ol d

THERE are many who, while they feel that the historica l
records of the Old Testament are largely myths, neverthe-
less express themselves as having considerable confidenc e
in the narratives of the New Testament. For example ,
these people like to think of Jesus as having spoken th e
truth on the various subjects which he discussed . We are
glad of this, for we believe we can present evidence that
Jesus and the apostles of the New Testament themselve s
had faith in and confirmed all the most disputed records
of the Old Testament .

In Luke 3 :23-38 the geneology of Jesus is traced throug h
a long line of ancients, including a number of the well -
known personalities of the Old Testament, along with Seth ,
who was "the son of Adam, which was the son of God . "
Thus clearly does Luke establish that Adam not only wa s
the first man, but that he was the direct creation of God —
"the son of God . "

In Romans 5 :14 the Apostle Paul writes, "Death reigne d

from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinne d
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the
figure of him that was to come ." Here Paul confirms his

belief in Adam and of the manner in which death cam e
into the world through Adam . Adam wilfully disobeye d
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divine law and was condemned, but this condemnation ,
and death itself, were inherited by his progeny even
though they may not have sinned with the same degree of
wilfulness as did Adam—they were born in a dying
condition .

This continued unabated until Moses, and then God gav e
the one little nation of Israel an opportunity to gain lif e
through obedience to his law. Referring to the Law, the
Scriptures state that "the man which doeth these thing s
shall live by them." (Lev. 18:5; Rom. 10:5) Paul explained
that while the Law was designed to give life, it failed to d o
so because of the imperfection of the people .—Rom. 7:10

The Apostle Paul again refers to Adam in I Corinthian s
15:22, which reads, "As in Adam all die, even so in Chris t
shall all be made alive ." This also confirms the Genesis
record that death came into the world through the trans-
gression of Adam; and here the additional thought is
given that the opportunity to enjoy everlasting life throug h
Christ is in due time to be just as far-reaching as has bee n
the penalty of death which was imposed as a result of
Adam's sin .

We quote again from Paul : "The first man Adam wa s
made a living soul ." (I Cor . 15 :45) This is directly from
Genesis 2 :7, where we are told that God formed man o f
the dust of the ground, breathed into his nostrils the breat h
of life, and "man became a living soul ." Then Paul speak s
of the "last Adam" : "the last Adam was made a quickenin g
[or lifegiving] spirit ." Here we have set forth God's great
plan of redemption and restoration through Christ .

"For Adam was first formed, then Eve ." (I Tim. 2:13 ;
Gen. 1 :27) Here again we note the full confidence Paul
had in the details of the Genesis account of creation .

Paul also informs us that "Adam was not deceived, bu t
the woman being deceived was in the transgression . "

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

25



(I Tim. 2:14) The great deception which the Adversary
perpetrated upon mother Eve was that she would not di e
if she partook of the forbidden fruit. (Gen. 3:1-4) Satan' s
lie that death would not result from disobeying God's law

has deceived essentially the whole world ever since it was
first told to Eve . It is the basis of all the "no-death" theories
that have existed throughout the ages . Its modern versio n
is, "There is no death . "

In Jude, verse 14, we are informed that Enoch was th e
seventh from Adam. Surely Jude had confidence in th e
geneological record of Genesis .

Thus we find that Adam's name appears eight times in
the New Testament . These references confirm the fact
that he was the first man ; that he came under sentence o f
death because he transgressed God's law, and that all hi s
progeny share in this condemnation .

Jesus also confirms the Genesis record of creation, bu t
without mentioning Adam by name. In Matthew 19 :4, 5 ,
Revised Version, Jesus refers to the creation of man ,
saying, "Have ye not read, that he which made them fro m
the beginning, made them male and female, and said, Fo r
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother and
cleave to his wife and they twain shall become one flesh . "
See Genesis 2 :24

In his references to Genesis, Jesus mentions Abel, one
of the sons of Adam . In a reminder of the trouble whic h
would come upon the Israelites of his generation, Jesu s
said, "That the blood of all the prophets, which was she d
from the foundation of the world, may be required of thi s
generation ; from the blood of Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias, which perished between the altar and th e
temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of thi s
generation."—Luke 11 :50, 5 1
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Abel and the sacrifice which he offered to the Lord ar e
mentioned in Hebrews 11 :4, which reads, "By faith Abel
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, b y
which he obtained witness that he was righteous, Go d
testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet
speaketh ." The story of Cain and Abel a myth? The write r
of the Book of Hebrews did not think so !

The Flood Story Confirmed

Jesus believed in the Genesis account of the Flood . When
describing conditions in the earth at the time of his return
and second presence, he said, "As it was in the days of
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man .
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they wer e
given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered int o
the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all ." (Luke
17 : 26, 27) If Jesus was mistaken concerning the Flood, then
we could have no confidence in any of his teachings. But
Jesus was not mistaken, as archeologists have since
confirmed .

The Genesis record of Abraham, and the promises God
made to him, are likewise discounted by the modern
school of thought . But Jesus believed in Abraham, and
referred to him several times . On one occasion he observed ,
"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he
saw it, and was glad." (John 8 :56) Abraham's vision o f
Christ's day was the result of the promise God made t o
him—the promise that through his "Seed" all the familie s
of the earth would be blessed . (Gen. 12:3) Evidently
Abraham understood that this Seed of promise would be
the great Messiah, so he looked forward to the coming o f
the Messiah, which was Christ.

Paul confirms this viewpoint, also mentioning Abraham .
We quote, "Now to Abraham and his seed were the
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promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ ." (Gal . 3 :16 )
And then, Hebrews 11 :8-10 reads, "By faith Abraham, whe n

he was called to go out into a place which he should afte r
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not

knowing whither he went . By faith he sojourned in the
land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling i n
tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him o f

the same promise: for he looked for a city which hat h

foundations, whose builder and maker is God . "

Paul wrote that God preached beforehand the Gospel
unto Abraham—the good news being contained in th e
promise that through the Messiah all the families of the

earth would be blessed . (Gal . 3:8) This same Gospel was
proclaimed by the angel who announced the birth of Jesus :

"Fear not : for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great

joy, which shall be to all people . For unto you is born thi s
day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord . "

—Luke 2 :10

If Abraham was merely a legendary character, then n o

promises were ever made to him . This would mean tha t

the first promise of the Gospel is a fraud . And in that case
Jesus was deceived if he supposed that Abraham actually

did exist and looked forward to the coming of his kingdom ,

and we would have no foundation at all in the Bible for

"the Gospel of Christ, . . . is the power of God unt o

salvation ."—Rom. 1:16

But Abraham did exist . Archeology proves it, and Jesu s

and the apostles confirm it by their many references t o

this friend of God, who is the father of the faithful .

Abraham's name appears in the New Testament more tha n

fifty times . One of the very important references is in

Hebrews 2:16, where we are informed that Jesus "took on,"

or became, "the seed of Abraham . "
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Another incident recorded in Genesis with whic h
Abraham was associated was the destruction of Sodom an d
Gomorrah. The Apostle Peter refers to this . He said that
God "turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into
ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making the m
an example unto those that after should live ungodly ."—
II Pet . 2 : 6

Genesis records the experience of Abraham offering hi s
son Isaac in sacrifice . Hebrews 11:1749 confirms this . We
quote, By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up
Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up hi s
only begotten son, of whom it was said, That in Isaac shal l
thy seed be called : accounting that God was able to rais e
him up, even from the dead ; from whence also he receive d
him in a figure . "

In the 7th chapter of Acts we find Stephen, the first
Christian martyr, confirming the story of Joseph and the
jealousy of his brethren which caused them to sell hi m
into slavery . But God was with him and "delivered him out
of all his afflictions, and gave him wisdom and favor befor e
Pharaoh, king of Egypt ." We can say that every prominen t
person and incident in Genesis is confirmed in the New
Testament .

Jonah and the Whal e

One of the Old Testament accounts which has bee n
classified by the critics as a fantasy of the first order is
the one which pertains to Jonah and the fact that he wa s
swallowed by a "great fish ." But Jesus believed this report
to be true. We quote Jesus concerning Jonah : "Then
certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered ,
saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee . But he
answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterou s
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign
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be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonah: for as
Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's belly ;
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights i n
the heart of the earth."—Matt. 12:38-40

Jesus then added, "The men of Nineveh shall rise in
judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it :
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah ; and
behold, a greater than Jonah is here." (Matt . 28:41) From

this it is clear that Jesus had the complete story of Jona h

in mind, and believed it . The "sign of Jonah" is the fac t
that as Jonah was saved from the belly of the great fish ,
so Jesus would be raised from the dead . But few of the

Israelites of Jesus' day believed this "sign ." They denie d
that Jesus had been raised from the dead, even as the
critics now deny that Jonah was swallowed by a great fish ,

and that after his deliverance he preached to the Ninevites

and led them to repentance .

The Manna

Jesus, in confirming the fact that he would give his lif e

that the dying race might be restored to life, referred t o

his flesh, his humanity, as "bread which cometh down fro m
heaven," and used the manna which fell in the wildernes s
to sustain the Israelites as an illustration . We quote :

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me

hath everlasting life . I am that bread of life . Your father s
did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead . This is the

bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man ma y

eat thereof, and not die . I am the living bread which came
down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shal l

live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh ,

which I will give for the life of the world ." (John 6 :47-51)
Thus does the Master confirm another of the great
miracles recorded in the Old Testament .
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Mose s

Moses, like Abraham, is one of the outstanding
personalities of the Old Testament, and over and over
again Jesus either quotes from him or refers to him . He
was the great lawgiver of Israel, having written what th e
Bible refers to as "the book of the law." Critics tend to
discount the writings of Moses, claiming that in his day
the art of writing was not known . But now, as we saw i n
chapter one of this series, it is realized that writing wa s
known and practiced hundreds of years before the days o f
Moses . Jesus knew this, and adds his testimony to th e
authenticity of Moses' writings .

As a matter of fact, Jesus believed in the infallibility
of all the Old Testament prophets . Speaking to two of his
disciples after his resurrection, and comforting them with
the fact that his death had been foretold, and therefor e
was not a miscarriage of the divine plan, he quoted from
the prophecies . He said to them, "0 fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: ought
not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into
his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself."—Luke 24 :25-27

After Jesus left the two disciples, and they realized that
it had been the resurrected Jesus who had been speakin g
to them, "they said one to another, Did not our heart s
burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, an d
while he opened to us the scriptures?" (Luke 24 :32) We
can well imagine the feelings of these two disciples when
they became convinced of Jesus' resurrection, and that hi s
suffering and death were parts of the divine plan, and had
been foretold by the prophets! May our hearts burn within
us more and more as the evidence accumulates that th e
Word of God is truly a firm foundation for our faith .

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 31 )

Danie l

One of the favorite prophets for attack by the critics i s
Daniel . Daniel did not even write the Book of Daniel, it i s
charged . But here again Jesus disagrees . He said, "Whe n
ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoke n
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place ." Here
we have Jesus not only referring to Daniel, but calling him
a prophet .

Daniel 12 :1 speaks of a "time of trouble such as never
was since there was a nation." Although he does not
mention Daniel by name, Jesus refers to this prophecy ,
speaking of "the time of trouble" as "tribulation ." We
quote, "For then shall be great tribulation, such as wa s
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, no r
ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened ,
there should no flesh be saved : but for the elect's sake
those days shall be shortened ."—Matt . 24:21, 2 2

The Book of Hebrews also confirms incidents recorde d
in the Book of Daniel . The account of the three Hebrew s
in the fiery furnace is well known to Bible readers, as i s
also the experience of Daniel in the lions' den . Critics
would like us to believe that these are merely fancifu l
stories with no foundation in fact. But the writer of
Hebrews knew that they were real . In this book th e
apostle presents a number of the experiences of th e
Ancient Worthies, referring to them as those who throug h
faith `"subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtaine d
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, [and] quenched th e
violence of fire ." It was Daniel who "stopped the mouths
of lions," and it was the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace
who "quenched the violence of fire ."—Heb. 11:33, 34

In the 11th chapter of Hebrews we also find confirmation
of many other incidents recorded in the Old Testament .
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It gives brief statements as to how the heroes of fait h
demonstrated their faith in God and in his ability to car e
for them. Paul mentions Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham ,
Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Joseph, Moses . Of Moses the apostle
says that he forsook Egypt, "chosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy th e
pleasures of sin for a season . "

By faith, Paul tells us, the Israelites "passed throug h
the Red Sea as by dry land." Also "by faith the walls o f
Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seve n
days." Then Paul speaks of Gideon, who defeated th e
hordes of the Midianites with his little band of three
hundred ; and of Barak, Samson, Jephthae; of David, also ,
and Samuel, and of the prophets .

In the Old Testament we have the records of two mother s
whose children were awakened from the sleep of death .
One was the Shunamite woman, and the other was the
son of a widow. One miracle was performed by Elisha, and
the other by Elijah. (II Kings 4:32-36 ; I Kings 17 :19-23 )
Paul refers to these two miracles with the simple state-
ment, "Women received their dead raised to life again . '
—Heb. 11:35 '

Paul knew that the miracles of the Old Testamen t
would be followed during the Messianic kingdom by eve n
greater miracles—even the resurrection of all the dead .
Speaking of the faithfulness of the Ancient Worthies, h e
indicates that their inspiration to faithfulness was thei r
hope of "a better resurrection ." In Acts 24 :15 Paul speaks
of this "better resurrection" as the resurrection of th e
"just," and asserts that the faithful of the past who ha d
hope toward God, believed that there would be a resur-
rection, "both of the just and the unjust . "

And what a great miracle that will be—the resurrectio n
of of all mankind! This will not be accomplished in a day ,

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

35



but will be the work of the entire thousand-year kingdo m
of the Messiah . The "just," the Ancient Worthies, will b e
the first to be restored to life, and these will co-operat e
in the glorious work of that kingdom, the work of blessin g
` all the families of the earth" in keeping with the promis e
God made to Abraham .

There are many other quotations and references in th e
New Testament concerning the people and events of the

Old Testament . However, we believe we have referred to
a sufficient number of these to establish the fact tha t
Jesus and the apostles of the New Testament did believ e
that the Old Testament was the inspired Word of God . On

its promises they built their message of the Gospel ; the

Gospel of Christ which holds out such a glorious hope for
all mankind, and which is especially comforting in this day
of increasing chaos and distress .

Weekly Prayer Meeting Text s

JANUARY 9—"Who maket h
thee to differ from another?
And what bast thou that thou
didst not receive?"—I Corin-
thians 4 :7 (Z . '03-430 Hymn 68 )

JANUARY 16—"Instant i n
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12 :12 (Z . '95 -
215 Hymn 104 )

JANUARY 23—"Brethren, le t
every man, wherein he is called ,
therein abide with God."—I
Corinthians 7 :24 (Z. '99 . 15 5
Hymn 313 )

JANUARY 30—"Jesus spake a
parable unto them to this end,
that men ought always to pray,
and not to faint ."—Luke 18 : 1
(Z . '95-214 Hymn 35)

THE DAW N

JANUARY 2—"Ye are not your prayer ."—Roman s
own. For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God i n
your body, and in your spirit ,
which are God's. "—I Corinthians
6 :19,20 (Z . '97-35 Hymn 28)



The British Section

lTce t'cice

o t the ffh

IT MAY be said that the voice
is one of the most wonderful
endowments of the huma n
organism; and of all man's
powers it is capable of pro-
ducing a greater effect upon
others than any other part of
man's disposition. Especially
is this true of the singing
voice . Unfortunately, in th e
case of some, their singing
voice is not pleasant to the
ear; but to those blessed with
a beautiful singing voice, me-
lodious and perfectly con-
trolled, the effect upon a vast
audience can be electrifying .
Hence, in view of the voice
being such a potent force for
giving or carrying a message,
it is not surprising that it i s
often used in the Bible t o
represent God's message .

The First Voice

When God addressed father
Adam in the Garden of Eden ,
probably no supernatural voic e

BRITISH SECTION

was heard ; perhaps one of hi s
loyal angelic sons was used ,
who temporarily materialised
in a human body and spok e
to Adam. We can well imagin e
that such a voice would be
very pleasant, but firm,
simple, and sincere, with an
entire absence of any outward
flourish or effect, for it wa s
the message to be conveyed
that was all-important .

Another Voic e

When God gave the grea t
promise to Abraham—possibl y
through means of another
messenger of heavenly origin
who appeared in human form
—we can imagine that this
great promise of future bless-
ing ("In thee shall all familie s
of the earth be blessed" (Gen .
12 :3 ; 18 :18), would be given i n
a gracious manner and full of
kindly assurance in view o f
the promise containing such a
loving provision.

God's voice was again heard
at the giving of the Law (a
literal voice to begin with) ,
sounding so firm, determined ,
and positive that Paul tells us
"they that heard entreated
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that the word should not be
spoken to them any more"
(Heb . 12:19; Exod. 19:16-19),
hence a mediator was pro-
vided .

The Voice of His So n

In spite of Israel's slownes s
to learn and obey, God con-
tinued to send his message t o
them through his faithful serv-
ants the prophets, who were ,
however, but imperfect men .
But later, as the Apostle Pau l
tells us, God "hath in thes e
last days [that is, the last day s
of the Jewish Age] spoken
unto us by his Son." (Heb . 1 :2 )

But in spite of the voice o f
a perfect man in their midst
proclaiming a message fro m
the great Creator, Israel, with
but few exceptions, receive d
him not, but even crucifie d
him as a vile criminal. So
they had to be set aside as a
nation for the time being, an d
God sent his servants to the
Gentiles with the message of
salvation, in order, as Jame s
says, "to take out of them a
people for his name."—Acts
15 :14

The Voice of the True Churc h

In spite of the wonderfu l
message which has gone forth
during the Gospel Age telling
of the new and living wa y
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opened through Jesus and hi s
great sacrifice, the merit o f
which he had presented in the
presence of God for us, com-
paratively few have fully re-
sponded. The Prophet Isaiah
foretold this in these words,
"By men of strange lips and
with another tongue will he
speak to this people: to who m
he said, This is the rest, t o
him that is weary ; and this i s
the refreshing: yet they would
not hear ."—Isa. 28 :11,12, R. V.

Paul, in quoting the proph-
et, adds a few words of in-
spiration. He says, "In the
law it is written, By men of
strange tongues and by the
lips of strangers will I speak
unto this people; and not
even thus will they hear me ,

saith the Lord." (I Cor . 14 :21,
R . V .) Nevertheless, the mes-
sage of salvation that has
gone forth out of the Lord' s
mouth to the Gentiles will not
return unto him void, but wil l
accomplish its intended pur-
pose of gathering a little flock
of fully consecrated followers
of the Master, to whom it i s

the Father's good pleasure to
give the kingdom .—Luke 12 :3 2

Many Voices
The great plan of salvatio n

now opened more fully than
ever is to some extent fore-
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told by the message of Ezekie l
to whom the Lord said, as al -
ready quoted, "Thou art unto
them as a very lovely song, a
song too, sung by one tha t
bath a pleasant voice ." The
message of present truth is
indeed a very lovely song. In
spite of this, the prophet's
words have again proved tru e
with many, for "they hear thy
words, but they do them not. "
(Ezek . 33 :32) Thank God tha t
the last members of the tru e
church listening to the mes-
sage do consider it a very
lovely song !

These, however, are few.
Thanks be to God also that
the next item in the great
divine programme, after th e
glorification of the church, i s
to he the setting up of Mes-
siah's long-promised kingdom,
when the Law will go forth
from mount Zion (the reign-
ing Christ, Head and body) ,
and the word of the Lord fro m
Jerusalem (Isa . 2:3)—the
earthly representatives of the
kingdom being the faithfu l
Ancient Worthies, as "prince s
in all the earth ." (Ps. 45 :16 )
Jesus, doubtless in solemn
tones, said to some in his day ,
who expected prominen t
places in Messiah's kingdom ,
No, you will find yourselves
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mistaken. "Ye shall see Abra-
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob ,
and all the prophets, in th e
kingdom of God [as the earth-
ly ruling authorities of the
kingdom], and you yourselve s
thrust out"—thrust out of any
control .—Luke 13 :2 8

These faithful ones, the
Scriptures tell us, will he
awakened perfect men to b e
"princes in all the earth," an d
the world will hear for the
first time some perfect human
voices directing the affairs of
the Messianic kingdom unde r
the guidance of the unsee n
heavenly phase of the king-
dom—Christ and his church .
Doubtless, under these condi-
tions so perfectly fitting the
situation, the restitution bless-
ings to come to mankind
through the agency of thi s
kingdom will go rapidl y
forward .

The obedient of the peopl e
will eventually become th e
human children of God, t o
whom the Master will say at
the end of the thousand-year
reign, "Come, ye blessed o f
my Father [blessed, on ac -
count of the great plan he
formed on your behalf], in-
herit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation
of the world ."—Matt. 25:34
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Vineyard Echoes

Truth -Activities in 1968

"The apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus,
and told him all things, both what they had done, an d
what they had taught."—Mark 6 :3 0

JESUS sent his apostles out into the ministry as hi s
ambassadors in proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
as it was due to be understood at that time . They were
given power through the Holy Spirit to cast out devils ,
and to perform other miracles . Their work was to be one
of faith-they were instructed not to take extra clothing ,
or bread, or money with them. The record does not
indicate how long these first missionaries were "on the
road." However, when they returned "they gathered them -
selves together unto Jesus" as our text relates, and tol d
him all things, "both what they had done, and what the y
had taught . "

After Jesus was raised from the dead, and when h e
appeared to his disciples the last time before returning to
his Heavenly Father, he told them that the Holy Spiri t
would come upon them, and that then they were to be hi s
witnesses in Jerusalem and Samaria, and unto the utter-
most parts of the earth. (Acts 1:8) This commission ha s
been upon all followers of the Master throughout th e
Gospel Age. It is our commission today to lay down ou r
lives in proclaiming the glad tidings of the kingdom .

We do not have the Lord with us in the flesh as th e
apostles did, but certainly it is proper that we go to ou r
Heavenly Father in prayer and tell him of our joys an d
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trials in connection with the service we have rendere d
under the commission given to us by the Master . And
since the workers at The Dawn are able to carry on their
part in the ministry only through the co-operation of th e
brethren in the field, it is appropriate that we report t o
them what has been done, and also what has been taught .

The brethren generally know what we have taught, for
they hear the message over the radio and television ever y
week; and The Dawn magazine as well as the variou s
hooks, booklets, and tracts carry the same glad tidings o f
the kingdom, and this literature is available to all. Even
so, it is appropriate, we think, to review briefly the basic
doctrines of the truth as they are being presented co-
operatively by the Lord's people . It is always good to
remind ourselves of God's great plan of salvation as it i s
set forth in his precious and inspired Word .

Creation and Fal l

We start with the creation of man, the account of whic h
is set forth in the first and second chapters of Genesis .
Man was created a perfect human, and in the image o f
God. (Gen . 1 :27, 28) An earthly home was prepared for hi m
"eastward in Eden," where every provision was made for
sustaining his life, including the "tree of life ." (Gen. 3:22 )
The Garden of Eden was not intended to be but a
temporary home for man, with the idea that later he woul d
be transferred to some spiritual or heavenly place of abode .
The earth was to be his home forever, and he was given
dominion over the earth and all its lower animals .

However, the continuance of man's life depended upon
his obedience to divine law . He was forbidden to eat of
"the tree of the knowledge of good and evil," and tol d
plainly that if he did partake of this forbidden fruit h e
would die . "That old serpent" deceived mother Eve ,
assuring her that death would not result from eating th e
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fruit from this particular tree. The fruit looked inviting t o
Eve, so she partook of it, and induced Adam also to partake .

This is an old story for Bible students, but it is extremely
important in connection with the message of truth which
we present to the public, and for which we lay down our
lives. Eve was deceived by the serpent's assurance, "Ye
shall not surely die," and the vast majority of mankind
ever since have been deceived; for throughout the
centuries, and even today, very few who profess to believ e
anything believe that death is a reality . The people think
of death as being a gateway into another life .

The general "Christian" belief is that the righteous go
to heaven when they die, and that the unrighteous g o
either to hell or to purgatory . Suppose we believed Satan' s
lie that there is no death. Our message then would hav e
to be, not the good news of salvation and restoration
through Christ, but according to "orthodoxy," a message
designed to instil fear of future torment into the hearts
of the people to lead them to repentance, and thus t o
escape eternal torture .

The Word of Redemptio n

When our first parents partook of the forbidden frui t
the sentence of death fell upon them, and they were drive n
out of that specially prepared garden into the unfinishe d
earth to die . Then, throughout the Bible we are presente d
with God's plan for the recovery of the human race fro m
sin and death. The basis for that plan is the sacrificial
death of Jesus, the Redeemer and Savior of the world .

Paul stated it very simply: "Since it was a man who
brought death into the world, a man also brought resurrec-
tion of the dead . As in Adam all men die, so in Christ al l
will be brought to life ." (I Cor. 15:21, 22, New English
Bible) Paul also gives us the following comment on this :
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"There is one God, and one mediator between God an d
men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ranso m
for all, to be testified in due time ."—I Tim. 2:5, 6

The word "ransom" in this text is a revealing one . It
translates a Greek word which means "a correspondin g
price ." It was the perfect man Adam who, through his
transgression of divine law, brought death upon all hi s
progeny, the human race . It was the "man" Jesus wh o
gave his perfect humanity as a corresponding price for
Adam, and thus provided for release from death, not onl y
for Adam, but for all who have died because of his sin .

Resurrection, Restitutio n

The New Testament uses two very meaningful words
in setting forth God's loving plan of redemption an d
restoration to life . One is "resurrection," which means a
re-standing. The other is "restitution," which means res-
toration. Paul said that there is to be a resurrection of
both the just and the unjust . (Acts 24:15) Peter preache d
that God's prophets had foretold "times of restitution o f
all things." (Acts 3:19-21) This great future work of restora-
tion is to be accomplished through the agencies of
Messiah's kingdom. And what a glorious boon for al l
mankind this will be! Most of us are familiar with that
beautiful paragraph in "The Divine Plan of the Ages" :

"Close your eyes for a moment to the scenes of misery
and woe, degradation and sorrow that yet prevail on
account of sin, and picture before your mental vision th e
glory of the perfect earth. Not a stain of sin mars the
harmony and peace of a perfect society ; not a bitter
thought, not an unkind look or word ; love, welling up
from every heart, meets a kindred response in every othe r
heart, and benevolence marks every act . There sickness
shall be no more ; not an ache nor a pain, nor any evidenc e
of decay—not even the fear of such things. Think of all
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the pictures of comparative health and beauty of huma n
form and feature that you have ever seen, and know that
perfect humanity will be of still surpassing loveliness. The
inward purity and mental and moral perfection will stam p
and glorify every radiant countenance . Such will earth' s
society be ; and weeping bereaved ones will have
their tears all wiped away, when thus they realize the
resurrection work complete . "

Christ's Disciples to Share

Surely this is good tidings of great joy, and it has been
a privilege throughout the year to continue making i t
known as widely as possible . But it is important also to
explain in the message why two thousand years hav e
passed since Jesus died to save the race from death, an d
seemingly God has done nothing about it . The explanation
is that God has purposed the selection from mankind of a
"little flock" of men and women willing to follow in th e
footsteps of Jesus, to suffer and to die with him . The
promise is that these shall live and reign with him .
(Rev . 20 :6) These are promised glory, honor, and im-
mortality in the resurrection. They are promised a heav-
enly home with Jesus .—John 14 :3 ; Rom . 2 : 7

These are referred to in the Scriptures as being mad e
partakers of "the heavenly calling." Their way of life is a
difficult one. It is a life of sacrifice and suffering ; and
they know that in order to attain a "crown of life" it is
necessary for them to be faithful even unto death . They
know that they do not and cannot reign with Christ while
still in the flesh, that they must lay down their flesh i n

sacrifice . But these have a glorious hope to inspire the m
to faithfulness, even the hope of living and reigning with
Christ a thousand years .

Today the world is filled with chaos and fear . It is the
great "time of trouble, such as never was since there was
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a nation." But to Bible Students this means simply the
climax of the reign of sin and death, and the nea r
approach, or the dawn, of earth's new day of Christ' s
kingdom. So in our message we can explain the meanin g
of the trouble with which we are surrounded, that i t
is an evidence of the passing of the old and the dawnin g
of a new day . One of our "Hymns of Dawn" expresse s
the thought beautifully :

"What if the clouds do for a moment ,
Hide the blue sky where morn appears
Soon the glad sun of promise give n
Rises to shine a thousand years .

"Haste ye along, ages of glory ;
Haste the glad time when Christ appears .
O that I may be one found worthy
To reign with him a thousand years . "

There are, of course, many other aspects of the messag e
which are properly presented to the public, but the main
thought of it all is that through the redemptive work o f
Christ all mankind will have an opportunity to be restore d
to life and human perfection, and that the faithful
followers of the Master will have the privilege of being
associated with him in dispensing these blessings of lif e
to the suffering world of mankind . Surely the whole story
is one of good tidings of great joy, and we are happy that
in due time it will be made known to all mankind .

Many Method s

When the early disciples went out into the ministry of
the glorious Gospel of the kingdom they were limited
almost exclusively to a direct word of mouth proclamatio n
of the message . True, some were given the gift of the Holy
Spirit which enabled them to perform miracles, such as
the healing of the sick and the casting out of demons . In
many instances this ability gave those who used it greate r
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prestige, so that their hearers were more inclined to give
them a favorable hearing when they presented the truth ,
but the miracles themselves did not explain the Gospel .

Those special gifts of the Holy Spirit did not continue
long after the death of the apostles, and the truth-
lightened ambassadors of Christ today do not posses s
them. But today the witnesses of Jesus are not limited t o
a personal and oral presentation of the message, althoug h
this continues to be a very effective means of bearing
witness to the truth . Today we have the printed page in
the form of tracts, circulars, booklets, and books . These
can be placed into the hands of the people on a door-
to-door basis, or through the mail . Tracts and booklets are
used widely by the brethren to hand to people in buses ,
trains, planes ; or those whom we may meet under other
circumstances as we go about the ordinary activities of
the day. The giving of a piece of literature will often hel p
to open an opportunity for witnessing .

During the year we published a new booklet, "Archeolo-
gy Proves the Bible ." We have high hopes that it will
serve as an effective witness for the truth . It contains
statements by Prof . Yigael Yadin, Dean of Archeology i n
the Hebrew University, in Jerusalem, in a persona l
interview. This booklet is made up of a series of articles
on the same subject now concluding in The Dawn .

By Mai l

The brethren are making increased use of the mail fo r
the distribution of truth literature . There is, for example ,
the consolation card work. This is proving to be a very
effective method of bearing witness to the truth . Name s
are obtained from the obituary lists of local newspaper s
to which appropriate cards of sympathy are sent containin g
an offer to send a free copy of the "Hope" booklet . Perhaps
the best testimony to the effectiveness of this method o f
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witnessing is the fact that here and there throughout th e
country today there are those rejoicing in the truth whose
first contact with the message was the receiving of a con-
solation card at the time they lost a beloved member o f
their family in death.

Others are using the mail in sending tracts and booklet s
to names obtained from the telephone directory. Elderly
brethren who find it difficult, or even impossible, to pu t
out tracts from door to door, find that they can distribute
them by mail . When this is done in conjunction with a n
ecclesia, a permit can be obtained which reduces the cost
of mailing. The mails are used also by ecclesias in sending
out invitations to public meetings .

In Boxes

For a considerable time brethren in various places hav e
had literature boxes in bus and railway stations . They keep
these filled with booklets and Dawns, and find it to be a
good way of distributing literature . During 1968 this
method began to be extended to laundromats, and goo d
interest has developed. We mention the use of literature
boxes, hoping that this method of service will be enlarged .
From time to time we hear the question asked, "What
can I do to bear witness to the truth?" We suggest that
for some the use of the literature box might be at leas t
a partial answer to this question.

By Films

The use of films is today an important aspect of the
harvest work . These films are produced primarily for
showing over television . Throughout the year an average
of approximately fifty television stations have used thes e
films on a public service basis, meaning without charge t o
the producers . While the producing of these color film s
is costly, the cost of production is well worthwhile because
the television stations use them without charge .
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During the year five new presentations were filmed, al l
the subjects being designed to use photographic materia l
acquired specially for us in the Holy Land. Two of these
deal with the subject of Israel in prophecy ; one is on th e
subject of Jesus' birth ; another on the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus . The fifth is on the subject of archeology and
the Bible, and in this film we present Prof . Yigael Yadin
in an interview. In the two films on Israel we present Lev i
Eshkol, Prime Minister of Israel, and Teddy Kolleck ,
Mayor of Jerusalem .

In addition to the use of our color films on television ,
the brethren are finding that they are suitable and effec-
tive for presenting the message at public meetings . As
many of the friends know, in recent years it is becoming
more and more difficult to attract the public to hear
lectures on the truth . But it has been found that a color
film presentation of the message does attract an encour-
aging number of visitors to a meeting . The New York
Church, for example, with very little advertising, shows a
color film once a month, and there is usually a sprinklin g
of the public present . Other ecclesias are doing the same .

When a suitable auditorium is secured for a public
meeting, and one of the color films is well advertised, the
attendance of the public is often very encouraging, in som e
instances going up into the hundreds . Perhaps only the
larger ecclesias can hold meetings of this proportion, bu t
the films are available to the brethren generally, regard-
less of the size of the meetings which may be possible . We
suggest that the brethren everywhere give careful con-
sideration to the use of color films in their witness work .

A list of available topics will gladly be provided. We can
supply half-hour and one hour films as may be desire .

We wish to report again that two of our color film s
continue to be widely used in churches and clubs .
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Audiences in every part of the country have received th e
witness through this method. The total attendance to date
numbers into the hundreds of thousands. Films used by
churches and clubs are distributed for us by a film dis-
tributing agency . This is an aspect of witnessing going on
today that was not possible a few years ago . Through these
showings we have received many requests for booklets in
quantity lots, with the explanation that as a result of
seeing the film there was a desire to have a group stud y
on the subject . The subject of death seems to be of specia l
interest in this connection . It is hoped that we will b e
able to supply our agency with prints of our new film ,
"Archeology Proves the Bible ." We think this may be of
special interest to people in the churches .

The Radio Witness

The witness by radio continues . Since the advent o f
television there are not the same massive audiences listen-
ing to radio. However, we believe that this is still an
effective method of bearing witness to the truth . There are
now in excess of one hundred radio stations carrying our
programs. Throughout the year new interest in the truth
has developed, and "oldtimers" have been contacted . We
have many expressions from the brethren themselves o f
their appreciation of hearing the truth presented eac h
week in this manner.

The message goes over the radio quite widely in the
Spanish language in South America and elsewhere . It is
our expectation that before this issue of The Dawn is
published, arrangements will have been made for broad -
casting the truth in the Spanish language over two power-
ful stations within Spain, and one in Portugal. These three
stations will give us a blanket covering of Spain . We rejoic e
in the overruling providences of God which makes thi s
possible .
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The Pilgrim Servic e

In the Lord's providence the pilgrim service has con -
tinued and enlarged, and we are thankful for this . We are
constantly receiving letters from the brethren in various
parts of the country expressing their joy over the visit s
of the pilgrim brethren . In addition to the brethren who
are on the road in this service, there are quite a number ,
especially in the New York area, who are sent out week-
ends to serve the classes. This serviceis also greatly
appreciated . This week-end pilgrim service is also bein g
conducted in Great Britain, Greece, and in Germany, t o
the joy of many brethren in these countries .

During the year five brethren went overseas, servin g
in Great Britain, Germany, France, and one went to
Greece. Thus our fellowship with the brethren is sprea d
out beyond the shores of America, and in this we rejoice .
Another 'brother went to New. Zealand, Australia, and the
Fiji Islands to serve the brethren in these countries .
Interest in the truth in the Fiji slands has only recently
developed, and it was good that this new interest coul d
be nourished and encouraged .

Recording s

The Dawn Recorded Lecture Service has continue d
throughout the year to send tape recordings of discourses
by various brethren to all those who have requested them .
This service is free. These tapes reach a large number of
isolated brethren who seldom hear an "in person " presen-
tation of the truth . They are also used in small classes
which are without elders . A special recording will b e
available for the Memorial season . If you desire the use
of this special recording do not fail to write for it .

We wish to remind the brethren again that The Dawn
magazine is recorded on tape each month for the benefi t
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of the blind, or near-blind. This service is also free. If you
know of brethren who are ,without sight, do not hesitat e
to tell them about these recordings . of The Dawn, and
encourage them to ask for them.

During the year special long-playing disc recording s
have been produced . We had the blind specially in mind
when producing these disc recordings, and they are sent
free to them. However, they are available to the sighted
also, and are priced at $1 .75, each. We have four topic s
available: "Why God Permits Evil" ; Life After Death" ;
"How God Answers Prayer," and "Armageddon, The n
World Peace ."

The Daw n

All our readers know, of course, that The Dawn has bee n
published regularly each month throughout the year . It
will be of interest to know that The Dawn is also publishe d
regularly in Denmark, Germany, and France, in th e
languages of these countries ; and is published in East
Rutherford in the Greek and Italian languages for the
brethren in Greece and Italy.

We also furnish brethren in overseas countries with
quantities of tracts, booklets, and books . During the year ,
for example, we printed and shipped more than two
hundred thousand tracts for the use of the brethren i n
Germany . We also send literature to our brethren in India .
In the United States the "Northwest India Committee" has
much to do with directing the details of the work in India .
Our friends in overseas countries are very zealous, and w e
are happy to co-operate with them in the service of th e
Lord, the truth, and the brethren .

Magazine Witnessin g

A considerable amount of witnessing was done durin g
the year through the medium of magazine announcements ,
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concerning one or another of our booklets . The booklets
"Why God Permits Evil," "Life After Death," and "Arche-
ology Proves the Bible," were announced to the public in
this manner, and with good results . The booklet "Life
After Death" seems to bring the best response . For
example, an advertisement in Parade Magazine in Septem-
ber brought approximately two thousand requests fo r
the "Life After Death" booklet .

The brethren in Great Britain, France, Italy, and New
Zealand have also been using magazines and other periodi-
cals for announcing truth booklets, and with encouragin g
results . The use of radio and television is denied to the
brethren in these countries, so they find that the publi c
press is one of their best means of giving a witnes s
to the Gospel of the kingdom .

Jesus, Our Exampl e

When the apostles returned to Jesus after their firs t
missionary journey and reported to him "both what the y
had done, and what they had taught," he said to them ,
"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a
while ." (Mark 6 :30, 31) Jesus evidently sensed that hi s
apostles needed rest, and also that if he could be with
them for a while, apart from the milling crowds, they coul d
at the same time discuss in more detail the various aspect s
of the general ministry of the kingdom message .

The record indicates, however, that the matter did not
turn out as Jesus had planned it . The crowds who every-
where sought out Jesus for the physical blessings they
hoped to derive from him noticed that he and his disciple s
had departed in a boat, and they soon learned hi s
destination. Thousands of them hurried around the shore s
of Galilee, and when the boat reached that "desert place "
suggested by Jesus, his public was there waiting for him.
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What did Jesus do? Did he instruct his apostles to put
out into the lake again, and thus avoid coming in contact
with this tiring crowd? No, the record is that when Jesu s
saw these people, he "was moved with compassion toward
them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd :
and he began to teach them many things ." (Mark 6:30-34 )
Jesus was still teaching as evening approached . He had no
rest, and neither did his apostles, although they had gone
to this "desert place" for the express purpose of resting .

With the approach of evening the apostles suggested
that Jesus send the crowd away into the villages wher e
they could obtain food . But Jesus counseled otherwise .
Here it was that he performed the miracle of feeding th e
five thousand . Previously Jesus had refused to use th e
divine power vested in him to turn stones into bread t o
satisfy his own hunger, but now he was glad to use tha t
power to increase the loaves and fishes to supply the needs
of his hearers—over five thousand of them .

There is, we think, a lesson in all this for us . As we have
seen from the report, the Lord's people have been busy
throughout the year, each doing as much as possible to
make known the glad tidings of the kingdom. It is interest-
ing and encouraging to reflect upon what has been taught ,
and what has been done through the co-operative efforts
of the brethren throughout the world . But still there
is more to follow .

True, temporary rest is needed in order to gain strength
to continue on in the Lord's service, but let us be lik e
Jesus who, when confronted with an opportunity of service ,
was willing, although needing rest, to put forth the extr a
effort . That, we think, is why it was prophesied of him
that he would be consumed by the zeal of his Father' s
house . And may this zeal continue to activate us while
we, like Jesus, lay down our lives as witnesses for him
and for the Word of God .—Rev. 20 : 4
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STATISTICAL "GOOD HOPES" REPOR T

October 1, 1967-Sepfember 30, 1968

	

Receipts

	

Expenditures

General Fund

	

. . . . :	 $154,266 .50
Radio	 27,855.51

	

$89,864.29
Television	 : . . .

	

12,370.64

	

64,025 .03
Speakers'	 7;146.18

	

14,080.74
Overseas	 :	 :	 4,400.26

	

4,266.3 2
Recorded Lecture Service 	 366.00

	

600.00
Free_ Literature	 1,917.96

	

1,917.90
Free Subscriptions	 619.50

	

619.50
Dawn Publications, Subscriptions, etc . 43,152.55

	

89,823.74
Bequests	 '. `	 :	 46,203 .99

Total Receipts and Expenditures

	

$298,299.09

	

$265,197.58

FREE TRACTS, ETC . : During the year 9,480,400 pages of fre e
literature were provided, made up largely of tracts, kingdom cards,
radio circulars, consolation folders, and public meeting card s
and letters .

FREE BOOKLETS : Approximately 65,000 free booklets were pro-
vided during the year. A large portion of these were sent out b y
mail in response to requests from radio and television audiences ;
and from tracts, kingdom cards, circulars, consolation folders, and
magazine advertisements. Many thousands were sent overseas fo r
the use of our brethren in foreign countries .

MEETINGS SERVED : The number of class meetings served b y
brethren co-operating with The Dawn has been difficult to compile,
due . to the fact that reports are not always made to us. We can
affirm, however, that there has been an increase in the number
of brethren serving in this field. Public meetings today are almos t
wholly through the use of films, and in this area also our records
are very incomplete .

We seek an interest in the prayers of the brethren everywhere
that we may continue to use the funds made available to us to th e
Lord's glory, and to the blessing of his people . We surely ap-
preciate ` the wonderful co-operation of the brethren in connectio n
with the financial needs of the work .
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The Ministry in Greece

TODAY there is a large degree of religious liberty in man y
countries of the world, particularly in the United States .
But there are places where this is not true, and one of
these is Greece. There is liberty in Greece for the activitie s
of the Greek Catholic Church, for this is the state church
of that priest-ridden country . For the non-Catholic group s
there is a lesser degree of liberty, especially for Bibl e
Students .

One reason for the hostility toward Bible Students is
their belief in the thousand-year reign of Christ. The
Greek Catholic Church, like most other denominationa l
groups, believes that the kingdom of Christ was set up a t
Pentecost, and any teaching that puts Christ's kingdo m
still future is, to the authorities of the Greek Catholi c
Church, rank heresy. This is particularly true of the belief
that Christ's kingdom is to last for a thousand years.

The Greek Catholic Church has from early times been
rabidly opposed to the idea of the millennial reign o f
Christ, so much so that the Book of Revelation was ex-
cluded from the canon of their Bible, because it is in thi s
sacred book of the Bible that the duration of Christ' s
kingdom is particularly mentioned as being a thousand
years in length. (Rev. 20:4, 6) They do not seem to realiz e
that they cannot do away with an important feature o f
God's great plan of salvation simply by leaving out o f
their Bible one of the sacred books which he provided t o
reveal his plan .

While little liberty is granted to our brethren in Greece ,
they nevertheless continue their faithful service to Go d
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and to one another as best they can . Our Brother Pante l
Hatgis of the New York Bible Students Church, and a n
elder also in the Greek Ecclesia of New York City, went
to Greece, accompanied by Sister Hatgis, for an extensive
pilgrim journey among the brethren there . We received a
letter from Brother Hatgis in which he relates some o f
his blessed experiences . Here are excerpts from the letter :

"Dear Brethren : Greetings in our Redeemer's name !
This is to let you know some of the blessings I am enjoyin g
in serving the Lord's people in this country. Here there is
boasting of democracy, but it is in name only. The govern-
ment permits communists and atheists to express thei r
views, and also the hippies and the beatles ; but harasse s
everyone who tries to proclaim the Gospel of Christ, an d
brands as heretics all who believe and herald the goo d
tidings of God's coming kingdom as the only hope of the
world . The law against proselyting applies even to the
giving of the Bible to others .

"After Athens, my first visit was Patras . Here Brother
Frange (a brother who lived many years in New York) ha d
just finished his course on earth. A brother who a long
time ago had come out of the `Society' gave the witnes s
in the cemetery . The Greek Dawn and other Dawn litera-
ture have done a good work here, and there are now nine
who have come out from the `Society.' Two days after the
funeral service Brother Kastanis (of Athens) and I returne d
to Patras to hold a meeting . The fellowship with these
brethren was wonderful .

"After two days of sweet fellowship with the brethre n
in Patras we returned to Athens, where the brethren wer e
happy to receive our encouraging report . Then I went to
Thessalonike . The class in Salonika numbers seventeen .
The one long-time elder here died a few months ago, bu t
the class continues to meet, and the Athens friends visi t
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them from time to time to give a helping hand in th e
most holy faith.

"Then I went by bus a six-hour ride to Drama, Macedonia .
There is a small class here, and we enjoyed blessed fellow -
ship in the Lord . From here I went to Kavala (old Philippi) .
Then after visiting an elderly brother in Thessali, who i s
ill, I returned to Athens, tired, but full of joy in the Lord .
All the classes and brethren I visited sent their love t o
their brethren in the United States . Through the article s
in The Dawn, and otherwise, they realize and acknowledg e
your labor of love, and your faithful stand in th e
present truth."

After sending us this letter Brother and Sister Hatgis
spent several more weeks with the Greek brethren . Fol-
lowing their return Brother Hatgis received a resolution
from the Athens Ecclesia which we quote in part as follows :

"Dearly Beloved Brethren : More than ten years hav e
passed since our small class has united with you very
closely in the service of the Gospel . We do not know on e
another personally, as we do not know our Lord personally .
What has united us in the bonds of love and co-operatio n
was the clear voice of the Gospel truth, the same hope ,
and love of the promises of God . Thus we know one an -
other, and have united our talents in this work, the loving
work of the Gospel and our common faith. Is it not
wonderful? Looking back we see the grace in our labor o f
love. But this is not enough. We must with greater zea l
and love continue to the end, as our beloved Apostle Paul
said in Philippians 3 :13 .

"We see that the work of The Dawn brethren, with th e
magazine, television, radio, advertising in magazines, etc . ,
is in the right direction, and that the truth is maintained
in crystal-clear condition . This is verified by the Bible, by
Studies in the Scriptures, and by world events . We, the
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Greek brethren, do not know the English language, no r
read your books, but we have the Volumes in Greek, an d
we have the Greek Dawn, translated from your English
Dawn; and the contents are excellent, and in harmon y
with present truth. The food of the Greek Dawn is appro-
priate and good, both for advanced brethren, and fo r
those new in the truth—also fine for a witness to the
people. Our approval in unanimous . We have nothing to
suggest about the contents of the magazine, the language ,
or the appearance of the Greek Dawn . "

These expressions of approval and enthusiasm on the
part of our brethren in Greece concerning the co-operativ e
efforts of their brethren in the United States to make
known the glad tidings of the kingdom, and to serve th e
brethren, are indeed encouraging. It is wonderful to realize
that there are still brethren in that country made s o
prominent in the Bible by Paul's visits, and that they have
the same spirit of service which motivated him to lay down
his life in the ministry of the Gospel of the kingdom .

A Pilgrimage "Down Unde r

LAST September, Brother and Sister Edward Fay, of the
San Francisco, California Ecclesia visited the brethren in
Australia and New Zealand. They stopped over for a day
in Fiji where they fellowshipped with a brother who re-
ceived the truth as a result of responding to an advertise-
ment which Brother Hiam of New Zealand had inserted
in one of the magazines of the area . The brother in Fij i
loves the Lord and the truth, and is zealous for th e
proclamation of the glad tidings. Arrangements are now
being made to publish some booklets in the Fiji language .
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We think that the following report of Brother and Sister
Fay's visit in Australia and New Zealand will be of interest .
It appeared in The People's Paper, published in Melbourne ,
Australia, by the Berean Bible Institute . It was a blessin g

to us :

"It was a pleasure for the Australian brethren to welcome
Brother and Sister Fay, of U . S . A., to this land for a short
visit in September, and we are very thankful to the Lord
for the encouraging and refreshing time experienced at
the meetings and in fellowship with our visiting brethren :
It was good of Brother Fay to use his holidays for such a
strenuous pilgrimage to encourage and stimulate th e
friends with the messages of truth from God's Word . In
these days of world distress such a visit is of special value
to the Lord's people .

"Following a visit to a brother and his family in Fiji ;
and the brethren in New Zealand with the little group in
Auckland, and the friends in Wellington and Christchurch ,
all of whom enjoyed the visit very much, Brother an d
Sister Fay arrived in Melbourne on the morning of 5th '
September . During the four days to the Sunday evening ,
8th September, meetings were held each evening, and one
for the public on the Sunday afternoon. In between, visits
were paid to brethren who were confined to their home s
or in hospital in both Melbourne and Geelong . Three ad-
dresses given by Brother Fay for the brethren were well
attended and much appreciated, the subjects being 'Plant-
ingthe Heavens,' `Faith Food from Galatians,' and `W e
Shall Not All Sleep .' Also on the Friday evening, 6t h
September, a public meeting was held in Geelong wit h
benefit to a few outsiders as well as the friends generally .

"The public meeting in Melbourne was well attended ,
upwards of 100 being present, with an encouraging num -
ber of over 20 from the public . Thee message on `Where
Is God in Our World's Trouble?' was excellent, rapt atten-
tion being given by all for an hour and twenty minutes .
Printed copies of this message by Brother Fay are being
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prepared and will be available to all who can use them to
advantage ; readers of our "People's Paper" are invited to
apply for these free copies . Other addresses will also be
printed and made available at a later date .

"On 9th September, Brother and Sister Fay went by
plane direct to Brisbane, with a meeting that evening i n
Nambour, when an address was enjoyed by a little grou p
of friends in that area . Next day a visit was made to
Toowoomba for fellowship and a meeting with the friend s
there, which was also much appreciated . On the 11th
September Sydney was visited, when an enthusiastic wel-
come was given by the family of our Italian brethren an d
others to our Brother and Sister Fay, the message o n
`You Must Be Born Again' also being warmly appreciated .

"On Thursday, 12th September, our visitors arrived in
Adelaide, and for two days their fellowship and meetings
were much enjoyed by the brethren there, with good at-
tendance of the friends in one of the homes of the breth-
ren . From .Saturday, 14th to 17th September, Brother and
Sister Fay joined the brethren in Perth with fellowship
and meetings of varied nature with great benefit to th e
brethren in that area .

"Our visiting brethren left Perth on the homewar d
flight on the afternoon of Tuesday, 17th September, ex-
pecting to spend a day in Hong Kong and Tokyo, and
arriving home in San Francisco before the end of that
week . Though no doubt tired and weary physically after
such a strenuous three weeks during which so much wa s
pressed into the time, this being Brother Fay's desire, we
trust that our dear Brother and Sister Fay have realise d
very truly the Lord's blessing in their efforts to encourag e
the brethren with the Lord's message of truth . This we
feel has been accomplished, and which is surely of grea t
comfort to all who are seeking to walk in the steps of th e
Master in these last days of the Gospel Age . `Praise God
from whom all blessings flow.' "
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GENERAL CONVENTION BULLETI N

The 1969 General Conventio n

TIME passes quickly, and we suggest to the brethren
everywhere that it is not too early to begin thinking about
and planning for the 1969 General Convention . This happy
and blessed gathering of earnest students of the Bible wil l
be held in Bloomington, Indiana, on the campus of th e
Indiana University, the date being August 9-14 .

Plans for next year's convention are already being mad e
by the convention committee . The theme text chosen i s
Psalm 27:14: "Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and
he shall strengthen thine heart : wait, I say, on the Lord."
When the brethren enter the lovely and spacious air-
conditioned auditorium of the university they will see
displayed over the platform the words, "Wait on the Lord . "

The program of the convention will be drawn up wit h
the view of emphasizing the three main thoughts of the
theme text : waiting on the Lord; being of good courage ;
and rejoicing in the assurance that the Lord will strengthe n
the hearts of all his faithful people to enable them to d o
his will regardless of what the cost may be . Surely thos e
who attend the convention will be blessed by being re -
minded of these assurances .

Parents will be glad to know that a very special rate wil l
be available for children and teenagers ; and special in-
structional classes will be provided for them .
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To the left is a suggestion

for a small advertisement in
your local newspaper. This out-
line is designed for two inches
in one column.

FEBRUARY SPECIAL TOPIC :
There will be a specially ad-
vertised "Frank and Ernest "
program on Sunday, February
16 . As always, attractive fold-
ers will be available for thi s
purpose . Send for as many as
you can use. They are free .
Address your request to, The
Dawn, East Rutherford, New
Jersey 07073 .

THE DAWN

WHY GO D
PERMITS EVI L

To be discussed by

FRANK and ERNEST '
WHK—1420 kc .—9:45 A. M.

Sunday, January 1 9

Tune in this special program, an d
send for a free copy of the
booklet, "Why God Permits Evil ."
Address:

"FRANK and ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept . N . General Post Office

New York, N .Y . 1000 1



The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

Studies
in the
Scriptures

• THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGE S
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Presents the significance
of the sacrificial services
of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

DAILY
HEAVENL Y

MANN A

CLOTH BOUND, $1 .00

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day ;
ruled pages for birthda y
records .

TABERNACLE
SHADOW S

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH...

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "his
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14; Gal. 3 :29

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev. 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact that
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir.— I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet. 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .—Eph . 4:12 ; Matt . 24:14 ; Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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