
Lesson 16

While the Ark was Preparing

The LORD then said to Noah … I have found you righ t -
eous in this gen er a tion.—Gen e sis 7:1

The angel-men and their human wives had chil dren called
nephilim (giants). They were much stron ger than the other

boys because their fathers were angels. Their minds were clever,
but they did not spend their time think ing of better ways to serve
God. Instead they thought of cun ning schemes to enable them to
rule the earth.

God watched man kind for hun dreds of years, see ing them
become more and more wicked and vio lent. Finally only eight
peo ple on earth were worth sav ing. All the other fam i lies had
inter mar ried with the angelic stock which was con trary to God’s
will. The father of this excep tional fam ily was named Noah.
He and his wife had three sons—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—and
each of the sons had a wife.

Noah was given exact instruc tions for build ing an ark (boat)
which would save him and his fam ily and some of each of the ani -
mals and birds from the com ing flood. Since it had never rained
upon the earth up to that time, every one laughed to see Noah
build ing a boat on dry land!

The earth was like a great green house. Plant life grew in the
warm, moist cli mate; there were no sea sons. When the ring of
water that sur rounded the earth broke, the rains poured down in
great tor rents to become the great flood the Bible tells us about
(Gen e sis 2:5,6 and 7:18).

The ark was a pecu liar and enor mous struc ture, approx i mately
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five hun dred feet long, eighty feet wide, and fifty feet high. It
had three sto ries and was built of gopher wood; pitch was used
to make it water tight. An open ing for light and ven ti la tion ran
around the four sides just under the eaves. Noah was told how to
shape the ark so the flood would not smash it.

Since the ark was not built for nav i ga tion but merely as a float,
no room was taken up by steer ing appa ra tus. This would allow
much more room for the ani mal pens and for stor age of food and
water.

Noah was told how to shape the ark so the flood would not smash it.
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