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Che Increase of Nis Kingdom

“And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His
- Kingdom there shall be no end.”—Luke 1:33

IN ANCIENT times, the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean
Sea were considered the ends of the world. The Kingdoms of
Palestine were limited in territory and some of the people were
ignorant of the great empires of the world. Oriental kings were
known by the size of their kingdoms; the larger the kingdom,
the more famous the king. Kings and rulers always aspired for
more territory. They were never satisfied with the size of their
kingdom. . Their great ambition was to extend their borders.

The ancient kingdoms in Palestine embraced less than a hundred
square miles. Before the occupation of the country by the Is-
raelites, each city had its own king and laws. The limits of a city
were its own walls. The Davidic kingdom was quite small when
compared with the empires of Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece.
The borders of these empires extended from the Mediterranean
‘Sea to the Indian Ocean. They embraced the whole known world.

But the Messianic Kingdom will be unlimited. It will penetrate
‘areas hitherto unknown and include people of all races and all
countries, covering a territory larger than any ancient emperor
ever dreamed of ruling. But of the Prince of Peace the prophet

declares: “Of the increase of His government and peace there shall
be no end.”—Isaiah 9:6, 7 . : :
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e End of the Wondst

S change, the news that a
y,::: global war has ended
seems to be something which
belongs to the remote past.
Why, that occurred more than
a month ago! Already we have
entered the post war era, which
yesterday was looked forward to
ac ‘“the brave new world of to-
morrow.” It IS a new world,
but the bravery which it was
hoped would be one of its out-
standing characteristics has been
replaced by a new and awful
fear. The lights of peace have
been turned on, and the shadows
of war have been lifted. There
- is unbounded elation because of
alleged victory over the forces
" of evil, but the final siroke of
combat which brought that vic-
tory has created a fear such as
mankind has never before ex-
perienced. Norman Cousins, writ-

ing in The Saturday Review of
Literature of August 18, says:

“It is a primitive fear, the fear
of the unknown, the fear of forces
man can neither channel nor com-
prehend. This fear is not new;
in its classical form it is the fear
of irrational death. But overnight
it has become intensified, magni-
fied. It has burst out of the sub-
consicous and into the conscious.
1t is thus that man stumbles fitfully
into a new age of atomic energy
for which he is as ill-equipped to
accept its potential blessings as
he is to counteract or control its
present dangers.”

Exponents of public opinion
are freely admitting that govern-
ments, as we know them today,
will have little to do with di-
recting the shape of the develop-
ing new world which has bheen
born. Science will control that
more than governments. But
the ultimate result of the work
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of science—until God intervenes
—will depend largely upon hu-
man behaviorism. In this new
atomic age into which we have
been blasted, science now has
within its grasp that which can
be utilized to satisfy the whole
range of material requirements,
save to give life to a dying
world.

Yes, science can now destroy
as with a magic wand the gnaw-
ings of economic want which
have been so largely the cause
of war. But science has not
reached the hearts of men.
Atomic bombs will not, and can-
not, destroy human selfishness.
As one writer put it, the su-
preme task of leadership now is
to teach. men how to use the
awful knowledge that science
has not only discovered, but now
clarified. The alternative, says
this writer, is utter ruin.

With atomic energy as a back-
drop on the stage of human be-
havior, revolutionary changes
must be made in global political
and economic arrangements.
Many issues which seemed to
be of tremendous importance
yesterday will be of little conse-
quence tomorrow. In the mili-
tary field it will make little dif-
ference who has control for ex-
ample, of the Dardanelles. So-
called “impregnable fortresses”
have overnight become as obso-

lete as Pharaoh’s chariots which
bogged down in the Red Sea.
Already the world’s wise men
are calling for a new diplomacy.
Some have designated it “atomic
diplomacy,” one which will find
expression in a world govern-
ment. This, it is claimed, is the
only means now of averting an-
nihilation. In that age of long
ago, which ended on August 5,
1945, many of the alleged solu-
tions for world problems were
advocated as alternatives for
world chaos. But now human
wisdom is struggling, not alone
to avoid chaos, but the complete
extinction of the human race.
As an alternative to world gov-
ernment it has been ironically
suggested that men should get
rid of the source of their trou-
ble. This suggestion calls for
the abolition of everything rela-
ting to science and civilization.
Machines, and the knowledge
required to operate them, should
both be destroyed, it is said.
Laboratories should be smashed,
factories dismantled, universities
torn down, libraries burned, the
works of art ripped apart. Ac-
cording to this theory all scien-
tists should be murdered, also
teachers, lawmakers, mechanics,
and anyone and everyone else
who has anything to do with the
machinery of knowledge and
progress. Literacy, it is sug-
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gested, should be punished by
death. In short, this suggestion
is that man revert to conditions
as they existed prior to the ad-
vent of science and education of
any kind. It is said, sarcasti-
cally that thus emancipated from
science, from progress, and from
knowledge, man could be rea-
sonably certain of prolonging his
existence on this planet.

Those interested in biblical
prophecy naturally wonder what
this new and terrible outlook
for the future means with re-
lation to the divinely inspired
forecast of world events. Some
wonder if it means that the end
of the world is near. Undoubt-
edly, the end of the world IS
near. But only those who un-
derstand what the Bible means
by the end of the world are able
to take comfort out of the
thought.

Due to the traditional miscon-
ceptions of what the biblical end
of the world implies, few in the
past have cared to give it the
serious consideration it deserves.
Many, even of those who pro-
fessed faith in the Bible and its
prophecies were inclined to dis-
miss the subject from their
minds, with the wish, expressed
or implied, “I hope it doesn’t
come in my day.” But now it
is no longer possible for these to
comfort themselves with the

thought that no matter what the
end of the world may be, it is
something that future genera-
tions will have to worry about
rather than ourselves, for now
the great crisis of the ages is
recognized as imminent.

The full possibilities of the
atomic age, it is predicted, will
be realized for either good or
evil within a comparatively
short period of time. However,
while the prophecies give us no
guarantee that terrible havoc
and destruction are not to be
visited upon mankind, we are
assured that the race itself will
not be destroyed, and that this
planet on which we live is to
abide forever as man’s home.

The prophecy of Jesus con-
cerning the end of the world
is certainly true of conditions to-
day. He said that there would
be distress of nations, with per-
plexity; that men’s hearts would
be failing them for fear. Jesus
also foretold of this time that
human selfishness would wreak
such destruction upon the race
that unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be
saved. But He also gives us as-
surance that these days of trou-
ble would be shortened before
all flesh is destroyed. In His
forecast, Jesus quotes the proph-
ecy of Daniel, showing that
there was to come upon the
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world a time of trouble such as
never was since there was a na-
tion.—Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21, 22

The Master’s prophecies con-
cerning the end of the age are
also descriptive of world events
at the time of His second pres-
ence, for it is His coming that
signals the end of the age. His
disciples had asked Him con-
cerning the signs of His coming
(Greek, parousia, meaning pres-
ence) and the end of the world
(Greek, aion, meaning age).
(Matt. 24:3; Luke 21:7, 24-31)
It was in reply to these ques-
tions that Jesus gave such a
graphic description of our time.

It has been the failure to real-
ize that the Greek word aion,
mistranslated “world” in the dis-
ciples question, does not refer to
the planet earth, but to an era,
a period of time that has con-
iributed to the erroneous theory
that the biblical end of the world
means the destruction of the

earth. No wonder those who .

hold to this wrong viewpoint are
now concerned over the mean-
ing of the atomic bomb!

Jesus does not return to earth
at His second advent to destroy
the planet. The Apostle Peter
makes this point very emphatic
when, in Acts 3:19-21 he tells
us that the second coming of
Christ is for the purpose of ush-
ering in “times of restitution
[restoration] of all things.” In

4

order that we may still have fur-
ther assurance of this, Peter de-
clares that the glorious hope of
restoration was set forth “by the
mouth of all His holy prophets
since the world began.” Men
have spent six thousand years
destroying one another, and now
have developed the means of
committing racial suicide; but
Christ returns to restore, not to
destroy. Only the fact of His
return to intervene and call a
halt to the course of human self-
ishness will avert the terrible
catastrophe toward which man-
kind is speedily and helplessly
being precipitated.

“Restitution,” as Peter used
the word to describe the work of
Christ at His second advent,
means the restoration of man to
the Edenic life and perfection
which was lost because of sin.
Man was created to live on the
earth, and only because of sin
and selfishness has he failed to
live here everlastingly.

But the prophet assures us
that God created not the earth in
vain, but formed it to be “in-
habited. (Isa. 45:18) It has not
been in vain because it is the di-
vine purpose to restore the hu-
man race to life on the earth.
The medium by which the work
of restoration is to be accom-
plished by Christ is that of the
long-promised Messianic King-
dom. That will indeed be a
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world government—not a world
government devised by man, but
one which will be imposed upon
all nations through the authori-
ty and power of the divine
Christ.

We also have the positive
promise of God’s Word that “the
earth abideth forever.” (Eccles.
1:4) Thus we know that the
Seriptures which portray the
“end of the world” are descrip-
tive, not of the destruction of
the planet, but merely of the end
of an age. Indeed, when viewed
in the light of Ged’s Word, the
end of the world, instead of be-
ing something to dread, is seen
to be that which will result in
rich blessings to all mankind.

“EARTH’ NOT ALWAYS LITERAL

It is interesting, as well as
instructive, to note the varied
uses of the word “earth” in the
Scriptures. When we read that
“the earth abideth forever,” it
is evident that the literal earth
is meant. (Eccles. 1:4) But
when, as in Jeremiah 22:29 we
read, “O earth, earth, earth, hear
the Word of the Lord,” we at
once conclude that here the
word is used symbolically to de-
note the people living on this
planet. Certainly the literal
earth cannot hear the Word of
- the Lord, but the people can.

In Daniel 7:7, 19, 23, we are

told of a “dreadful and terrible
beast” which devours the whole
earth. Surely this is not the lit-
eral earth, even as the beast
which does the devouring is not
literal. Daniel, in this chapter
tells of four beasts, and explains
that they are four kingdoms.
This is a use of language with
which we are all acquainted.
Beasts symbolize kingdoms in
many parts of the earth, even to-
day. There is the Russian bear,
for example, and the British
lion. To say that a beast of this
sort devours the earth simply
means that as a powerful gov-
ernmental organization it con-
trols the people of the earth and

"appropriates their resources to

its own selfish uses.

THE “WORLDS” OF THE BIBLE

The term “world,” as used in
the Bible, seldom refers to the
planet earth. It is sometimes
a translation of the Greek word
aion, meaning age, but in the
main the term is used to trans-
late the Greek word kosmos,
meaning order, or arrangement.
And even where the word kos-
mos is used in the Scriptures it
doesn’t always refer to exactly
the same thing. John 3:16 reads,
“For God so loved the world
{Kosmos], that He gave His only
ktegotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not
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perish, but have everlasting
life.” 1 John 2:15 reads, “Love
not the world [kosmos], neither
the things that are in the world.”
Surely God would wish us to
love that which He loves, so it
is manifest that kosmos of John
3:16 is not the kosmos of 1 John
2:15. It seems plain that the
former applies to the people of
the earth, while the latter has
reference to the sinful, selfish ar-
rangements and associations of
the people.

Jesus, as reported in John’s
Gospel, chapters 14 and 15, has
a great deal to say about the
world, or kosmos, which Chris-
tians are not to love. He tells
us, for example, that Satan is
its prince. He explains that
Christians must be expected to
be hated by it, even as was the
Master Himself. He also ex-
plains that He had called his dis-
ciples out of this evil kosmos,
hence that they were to remain
separate from its entanglements.
No one, in reading these won-
derful chapters, has ever sup-
posed that Jesus was discussing
the literal planet earth. Why,
then, should we suppose that
when the prophecies describe
the ending of this same kosmos,
or world, of which Satan is the
prince, it means the destruction
of the literal earth?

The Greek word otkoumene is

translated both earth and world
in the New Testament. This
word means “the habitable land”
as distinguished from the unin-
habitable, but is used pictorially
to represent arrangements of the
people. In Acts 17:6 it is used,
and here we read that Paul and
his associates were turning “the
world upside down.” Certainly
they were not turning the literal
earth upside down. This remark
reminds us of a similar use of
language by the Prophet Isaiah.
In a description of the great time
of trouble with which the pres-
ent age is now ending, he says,
“Behold, the Lord maketh the
earth . empty, and maketh it
waste, and turneth it upside
down.” (Isa. 24:1) In both
these Scriptures, the expression,
turning the earth, or world, up-
side down, is a symbolic descrip-
tion of disturbances in world
society.

. SYMBOLIC FIRE

Traditional misconceptions of
the biblical end of.the world to
some extent developed as a re-
sult of a failure to realize that
oftentimes the Scriptures use
the term fire in a pictorial man-
ner. Note, for example, Peter’s
words, “Think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto



THE END OF THE WORLD

you.” (1 Pet. 4:12) We have
never heard of any Christian
becoming confused with this
- symbolic statement, thinking it
referred to literal fire. It is
clearly a description of trying
experiences through which all
Christians must pass, and by
which the dross of their charac-
ters is burned away. But the
righteous are not destroyed by
these fiery trials.

Another interesting symbolic
use of the term fire is that of
Isaiah 33:14, 15: “Who among
us shall dwell with the devour-
ing fire? who among us shall
dwell with everlasting burnings?
He that walketh righteously, and
speaketh uprightly; he that de-
spiseth the gain of oppressions,
that shaketh his hands from the
holding of bribes, that stoppeth

his ears from the hearing of_

blood, and shutteth his eyes from
seeing evil.” Here, as in Peter’s
epistle, the fire and the burnings
are symbolic of the trials
through which the righteous
successfully pass, and are in no
sense of the word to be under-
stood literally.

The Apostle Paul also uses the
term fire in connection with the
experiences of Christians. He
admonishes us not only to have
a sure foundation for our faith
and works—which foundation is
Christ Jesus—but also to take

heed how we build upon that

foundation. Some, he says,
build with “gold, silver and
precious stones,” while oth-
ers build with “wood, hay

and stubble.” Paul explains
that the kind of material we use
in our building will be revealed
by “fire.” If it be “wood, hay
and stubble,” the fire will de-
stroy it; .if it be “gold, silver and
precious stones,” the fire will
not harm it. (1 Cor. 3:11-15)
No student of the Scriptures has
ever supposed this to be a ref-
erence to literal fire.

Another enlightening biblical
use of the symbolism of fire is
that of Isaiah 47:14. This text
is part of a prophecy of the de-
structive trouble that was to
come upon Babylon. The trou-
ble is likened to fire that con-
sumes; but that it is not literal
fire is revealed in the fact that
a part of the trouble—the sym-
bolic fire—was to be the lack of
fire by which to keep warm.
The passage reads: “Behold,
they shall be as stubble; the fire
shall burn them; they shall not
deliver themselves from the
power of the flame: there shall
not be a coal to warm at, nor
fire to sit before it.”

PETER’S PROPHECY OF OUR TIMES

One of the outstanding proph-
“ecies of the Bible which symbol-

7
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ically portrays the ending of the
present age is that of 2 Peter,
chapter 3. This is also one of the
prophecies of the Bible which
has been misinterpreted to prove
the erroneous theory that the
end of the world means the
burning of the earth. In this
chapter, Peter refers to the de-
struction of the antediluvian
world as an illustration of the
ending of the present world.

It was not the literal earth
which perished at the time of
the flood. It was a world, or
kosmos, which then came to an
end, not the literal earth. The
arrangement of things among
men, their methods of govern-
ment, the civilization of the pre-
flood world, ended, and a new
world was started, of which
Noah and his family were the
nucleus.

Peter explains that just as the
symbolic heavens and earth that
were before the flood, which
made up the kosmos of that pe-
riod, came to an end, even so
shall the “heavens and the earth
which are now,” come to an end.
But as the literal heavens and
the literal earth did not perish
at the time of the flood, we are
not to suppose that this proph-
ecy has reference to the destruc-

tion of the literal heavens and:

earth at the second coming of
Christ. Indeed, such a conclu-

sion would seem absurd, espe-
cially when we consider that the
heavens as well as the earth are
ineluded in the picture of de-
struction  which, if interpreted
literally would call for the de-
struction of the whole universe.
What a wide-scale use of atomic
destructive power would be in-
volved in such a cataclysmic
wiping out of all God’s work of
creation!

The symbolism of “heavens”
and “earth” is very meaningful
when we take into considera-
tion the relationship between the
literal heavens and the literal
earth. Atmospheric conditions,
the tides, seasons, days, nights,
heat and cold, etc., are in direct
relationship with the movements
of the sun, moon, and stars.
So earth’s society, the present
kosmos, or world, has its “earth”
and “heavens,” which bear a
similar relationship to each oth-
er. :
In other prophecies, such as
Joel 2:1, 2, 10; Luke 21:25, 26;
and Matthew 24:29, the symbol-
ic heavens are described more
in detail, and are shown to con-
tain a “sun,” “moon,” “stars,”
and ‘“clouds.” These prophecies
show that as conditions develop
which destroy the kosmos, the
“sun” becomes darkened, and
the “stars” withdraw their shin-
ing.
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What men call civilization, or
the civilized world, is composed

of many elements: national,
economic, financial, and reli-
- gious. The religious, or pro-

fessed spiritual elements of
the preseni kosmos are clear-
ly a part of that which is
represented by the “heavens.”
Jesus said concerning the end
of the age that “the powers [in-
fluence] of the heaven [over the
remainder of the kosmos]”
‘would be “shaken.”

ELEMENTS MELT

Referring to all the various
elements of the symbolic heav-
ens and earth, Peter declares
that they ‘“‘shall melt with ferv-
ent heat.” The Greek word
here used for elements is the
same as that employed by the
Apostle Paul when, in Galatians
4:3, 9, he refers to the weak and
beggarly ‘“elements” of this
“world.” Paul was referring
to the elements of society as
then constituted, such as Juda-
ism, heathenism, Romanism, etc.
And it is the elements of society
that make up the world of today
which Peter refers to, declaring
that they will “melt with fervent
heat.” Viewed from this stand-
point, who cannot see that the
elements of this world are al-
ready “melting,” " disintegrating
—losing their cohesion.

In the great time of trouble
by which the present world or-
der is to be completely de-
stroyed, there is of necessity a
great.deal of literal destruction.
Many of the cities of Europe to-
day are rubble. The same is
true in Asia. It is conceivable,
however, that despite all of this
actual destruction, the pre-1914
world order could survive,
More important to mankind as
a whole than the destruction of
hundreds of cities and millions
of men, is the fact that through
this long period of international
struggle a world order has been
virtually destroyed, and it is
this destruction which primarily
is referred to in the prophecies.

And that destruction contin-
ues despite the ending of a global
war. The use of atomic bombs
which contributed to the short-
ening of the war destroyed two
Japanese cities and many thou-
sands of human beings, leaving
other thousands blinded and
otherwise maimed for life. But
this demonstration of what
atomic power will mean in years
to come, in addition to destroy-
ing two cities, destroyed also
all sense of security for the
peoples of the whole world, and.
at one stroke made obsolete all
human plans for coming peace
and good will among men.

Looking back over the prog-
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ress of knowledge and science
during the last hundred years, it
is apparent that these have been
contributing factors to the di-
lemma in which the world finds
itself today. Knowledge, en-
lightening the minds of fallen
men and woman, has increased
their desire for gain, and science
has implemented these selfish
desires by giving the nations the
instruments to destroy their fel-
lows in order to secure earth’s
bounties for themselves. Thus
the atomic force of knowledge
is bringing the present evil world
to an end.

Knowledge is a major contrib-
uting cause of world chaos on-
ly because of the selfish way in
which it is used. Knowledge it-
self, like atomic power, can be as
potent an influence for the bless-
ing of mankind as it has thus far
been in the destroying of a
world. Instead of discarding
knowledge, therefore, all should
recognize that the real solution
is indeed a new world order un-
der the administration of one
centralized government.

As a general rule, men view
with suspicion too great a cen-
tralization of governmental au-
thority and power. It was to
-guard against this that in the ar-
rangements of the United States
Government it was decided that
jurisdiction should be decentral-

10

ized in a measure by a division
between federal and state au-
thority and a division of the fed-
eral government into three de-
partments—the legislative, judi-
cial and executive. History

- proves that centralized govern-

ment often leads to tyrannical
dictatorship. '

With the warnings of history
thus before them, the people of
the world will hesitate to give
their sanction to a world central-
ization of power, into whomso-
ever’s hands it might be en-
trusted. The probabilities are,
therefore, that no such central-
ized world government will be
established by man. The na-
tions will rather risk the dangers
of atomic power than the slavery
imposed by world despots.

Is there, then, any hope that
the human race will be saved
from the result of its own self-
ishness? Yes! And that hope
is in God. In the days before
August 5, 1945,  the expression
was sometimes heard, “God or
chaos,” but now it is “Ged or
extinction.” In turning to God,
and accepting the Kingdom
which He is about to establish in
the hands of Christ, the world
will not be disappointed. Long
ago the Creator foresaw the ex-
tremity to which selfishness
would lead, and in a prophecy -
applying to that time, extends
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the invitation, “Look unto Me,
and be ye saved, all the ends of
the earth: for I am God, there is
none else.”—Isa. 45:22

God’s assurance of his saving
power in this time of the world’s
greatest need is the climax of a
prophecy in which we are told
that He created not this earth in
vain, but formed it to be in-
habited. Were it not for the as-
surances of the Word of God,
and our knowledge of the out-
working of His divine plan in
the creation of the human race,
we might all wonder at this time
if the creation of this earth as
a home for cruel and selfish man
had not been in vain!

In this same prophecy the
Lord says, “Assemble yourselves
and come; draw near together,
ye that are escaped of the na-
tions: they have no knowledge
that set up the wood of their
graven image, and pray unto a
god that cannot save.” This may
well indicate that the destruc-
tive powers invented by the self-
_ish ingenuity of man may yet
reduce the nations to mere rem-
nants of what they are today. It
is this,indeed, that the world now
fears. And it will be when these
remnants of the nations are as-
sembling themselves, looking to
their false gods of organization
and power for a way to prevent
complete annihilation, that they

11

will be made to hear the divine
invitation, “Look unto Me, and
be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth.”

EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW

In the next verse of this same
prophecy (Isa. 45:23) the Lord
says, “I have sworn by Myself,
the word is gone out of My
mouth in righteousness, and
shall not return, That unto Me
every knee shall bow, every
tongue shall swear.” In the
New Testament the Apostle Paul
quotes this statement concern-
ing the bowing of all knees, and
the swearing of allegiance by all
tongues, and shows that it will
ke fulfilled through Jesus. (Phil.
2:10, 11) It is clear, therefore,
that the prophecy refers to the
establishment of divine author-
ity in the earth in the hands of
Christ, through the operation of
the centralized world govern-
ment which will be the Kingdom
of God. Yes, Jesus is yet to be
the King who will rule “from
sea to sea, and from the river
unto the ends of the earth.”—
Psa. 72:8

Will this government be ac-
cepted by the peoples and na-
tions of the earth? Yes! The
Prophet Isaiah declares, “It shall
come to pass in the last days,
that the mountain of the Lord’s

(Concluded on page 64)
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The Bible nstoers

“Frank, I have found a passage of
Scripture which, in view of the
latest developments of science,
sounds rather interesting.”

“What is the Scripture, Ernest?”

“Why, it’s a statement in the
24th chapter of Isaiah’s prophecy,
verse 20, which says ‘the earth
shall reel to and fro like a drunk-
ard.’” Frank, can you imagine any-
thing like that being true? It cer-
tainly would have seemed impos-
sible a few years ago, but I am
wondering if this may be a proph-
ecy showing the terrible effects of
the atomic bomb.”

“No, Ernest, I don’t think it has
any reference to the atomic bomb

at all. So far as this literal earth
is concerned, not even atomic
hembs will be able to destroy it,
for God assures us that it is to
abide forever.”—Eccl. 1:4

“What, then, could a passage of
Scripture like this mean, Frank?”

“The language of this prophecy
is not difficult to understand, no
more difficult, in fact, than that
which is now employed in every-
day speech. Not so long ago a
prominent speaker on the radio
said that the world is in a tailspin.
Of course, he didn’t mean that lit-
erally, which, I am sure, those who
Leard him realized.”

“But Frank, the tailspin illustra-
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6PM 265 Metres 5:15 p.m.
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Perth
Northam
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tion was used with reference to a
world society, or civilization,
whereas this statement in the Bible
applies to the earth, that: is, the
planet upon which we live. That
makes a difference, it seems to

)

me.

“Ernest, have you read the en-
tire chapter from which your prob-
lem text is taken? As I remember
the prophecy, it declares that the
earth is to be made ‘empty, it's
to be ‘laid waste, it’s to be turned
‘upside down,” it’s to ‘mourn, it
will ‘fade away,’ be ‘defiled,’ ‘shak-
en,’ ‘broken dowm, ‘dissolved,
‘moved exceedingly,” and be ‘re-
moved like a cottage.’”

“It seems to me, Frank, that it
would require something as pow-
erful as atomic bombs to do all
that to the earth. But how could
it all be true of the same planet?”

“That’s just the point, Ernest.
This prophecy does not refer to
the literal planet earth at all
Here, as well as in other proph-
ecies, the term earth, like the word
world, is used to denote an order
of things, a civilization. In the 4th
verse the words earth and world
are used interchangeably. All
the various expressions used to de-
scribe what happens to this world
society are also symbolie, and the
use of so many of them conveys
the unmistakable thought that
Satan’s world, or empire, is to be
completely destroyed, and that in
its place the Lord will establish a
new world, foretold by the Apostle
Peter as one in which will dwell
righteousness.”—2 Peter 3:13

“Do you think that what has
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been occurring in the world since
the beginning of the first World
War in 1914 is in fulfilment of this
prophecy of destruction? I ask:
this question because I notice that
in the last verse of the chapter
it says that the Lord of hosts is
to reign in mount Zion. If the
Lord’s Kingdom is to follow this
ieng period of international dis-
tress, that would be something
worth while looking forward to!”’

“I should say so! This prophecy,
as well as many others in the
Scriptures, indicates that this is
exactly what we should expect.
Even those who are not acquainted
with the prophecies of the Bible
recognize that there must be a
new world order of some kind, if
the human race is not to perish al-
together.”

“How true that is! And I can't
imagine anything that should en-
gender more hope and courage in
the hearts of distressed humanity
today than to know that out of all
thie chaos and trouble with which
this generation has been afflicted,
there is soon to emerge an era of
genuine and lasting peace and hap-
piness.” .

“Yes, Ernest, and we can have
confidence in such a prospect, not
because man will finally triumph
over his selfishness, but because
God will intervene in the affairs
of men to establish divine control
over the nations. The prophecy
of Haggai 2:7 says, ‘I will shake
all nations, and the desire of all
nations shall come.””

“And it seems to me, Frank, un-
less men turn from their selfish-
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ness, nothing can save the race
from destroying itself except di-
vine intervention. But in that
prophecy you just quoted, does it
really say that it is the Lord who
shakes all nations?”

“Yes, that’s right.”

“Dgoes that mean that the ‘reel-
ing’ and the ‘shaking’ of Satan’s
order of things is caused by divine
intervention?”

“Yes, Ernest, that’s exactly what
it means. And this is not a new
thought to Christians, for it has
always been understood that the
world comes to an end as a result
of the second coming of Christ.
‘Where we have made our mistake
in the past is in supposing that the
prophetic end of the world meant
the destruction of the earth.”

“Well, of course, Frank, back
in the Dark Ages people thought
the earth was flat, so they can’t
bhe blamed for other crude ideas
concerning it which were then
developed. I am glad, though, that
now we know that the earth itself
will never come to an end. But
Frank, coming back to the thought
of divine intervention, just how
does God intervene to make an
end of Satan’s world? Does the
Bible explain?”

“Yes, Ernest. The Bible outlines
the principles involved in divine
intervention. In Psalm 97:4 there
is a prophecy which states that
God’s lightnings enlighten the
world, and the prophecy shows
that because of this enlightenment
of the world the earth trembles.”

“What is meant by God’s light-
rings?”’
15

“The term lightning is here used
as¢ an ilustration of a sudden in-
crease of knowledge and under-
standing. It is one of the pictorial
ways in which the prophecies
foretell the great increase of
knowledge that has come to the

. people in this time of the end.

The prophecy of Daniel 12:4 refers
to it, that the result of this knowl-
edge is first of all a ‘time of trou-
ble, such as never was since there
was a nation.’ ”

“Frank, is that why the social
order is said to tremble—because
of the enlightening influences of
God’s lightnings?”

“Yes, Ernest. Many of our great
statesmen now recognize the rela-
tionship- between education and
social unrest. They see that knowl-
edge has started the common peo-
ple on the march for freedom, and
to obtain their share of earth’s
blessings. What they do not see
as yet is the fact that the present-
day increase of knowledge has
come in fulfilment of biblical
prophecies. Not because the hu-
man race has suddenly become
more intelligent, but because we
are approaching God’s time for
the establishment of His King-
dom.”

“Would you say, then, that
knowledge is a detriment to the
human race?”

“Indeed not. Although this was
the view that was held by many
for centuries, the idea being that
knowledge in the hands of the
common - people was a dangerous
thing. That was during the Dark
Ages. But the time came when
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God wanted the people to obtain
knowledge. His lightnings began
to enlighten the world, and the
first effect of this is what we see
all over the earth today.”

“Well, Frank, what will be the
final result?” :

“The final result, Ernest, will
be manifested in the full establish-
ment of Christ’s Kingdom, through
which the desire of all nations
will be realized.”

“Does the Bible give us any fur-
ther information concerning the
increase of knowledge, or the flash-
ings of Jehovah’s lightnings?”

“Yes, Ernest. This thought is
mentioned four times in the Book
of Revelation. In chapter 4, verse
5, the lightning is said ‘to come
from the throne of God. In chap-
ier 8, verse 5, ‘voices’ are associated
with the symbolisms of thunder
and lightning. That is also true
of chapter 11, verse 19. In chap-
ter 16, verse 18, the term ‘earth-
quake’ is added. An earthquake,
in Bible symbology, denotes a so-
.cial revolution. The Bible says
that this earthquake is the greatest
there has ever been since men
were upon the earth; agreeing with
the Prophet Daniel, who describes
the same thing as ‘a time of trou-
ble, such as never was since there
was a nation.”

“Well, certainly, Frank, the
thought of social revolution seems
to permeate the very air we
breathe these days, and it is un-
questionably true that this has
come about as a result of the in-
crease of knowledge and educa-
tion. It is really wonderful how

‘swer

the Bible has foretold conditions
al this end of the age. But tell
me, what is meant in the proph-
ecies which speak of ‘thunder’ in
connection with Jehovah’s light-
nings?”’

“Psalm 97:4 also seems to an-
that question. It fore-
tells the lightning flashes, and
then says that as a result of these,
the ‘earth trembles’ Thunder, as
you know, is the aftermath of
lightning. It is noisy, and when
severe enough, actually causes

- trees and buildings to tremble. So
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the thought is that as a result of
the great increase of knowledge
symbolized by lightning, the whole
social structure of mankind is
made to tremble. In other words,
as thunder is the aftermath of
lightning, so the trembling of the
world’s social order follows in the
wake of Jehovah’s lightnings which
enlighten the world.”

“I noticed that in the prophecies
you referred to in Revelation,
Frank, ‘voices’ are mentioned in
connection with the lightning and
thunder. To what do these voices
refer?”

_“These symbolic voices have the
same significance as we .attach to
the term today. They denote
messages. While the symbolic
earth is reeling and trembling to
its fall, smitten, as it were, by
atomic bombs of knowledge and
education, we hear of many plans
whereby it can still be saved, or a
new world established. Many of
these are good, so far as they go,
but none of them takes into con-
sideration the element of human
selfishness. No matter how work-
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able a system of government may
be - otherwise, human selfishness
interferes with ' its functions to
such an extent that it is bound to
come far short of providing the
masses with what they desire along
the lines of peace, prosperity, se-
curity, and happiness. So, while
there are many ‘voices’ proclaim-
ing the theories and ideologies of
human wisdom, only the voice of
truth, emanating from the Word
of God, conveys what can be and
will be the only solution to the
dilemma in which the selfish world
finds itself today.”

“Frank, how will God’s plan for
a new world deal with the prob-
lem of human selfishness?”

“From a practical standpoint, it
will be dealt with by means of an
educational program, in which all
mankind will be taught the ad-
vantages of love as against the
disadvantages of selfishness. This
will be, in fact a further extension
of the foretold increase of knowl-
edge.” h

“Do you mean to say, Frank,
that as knowledge continues to in-
crease, the human race will be-
come less selfish?”

“No, Ernest, that’s not the
thought at all! Experience proves
that knowledge and education does
not destroy selfishness. Knowl-
edge, as a matter of fact, has mere-
ly implemented men’s selfishness,
enabling them to develop more
deadly weapons of destruction in
their anxiety and determination to
control the resources of the earth.
This has been vividly demon-
strated in the development of
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atomic power. Today, the whole
world stands in fear of what this
outgrowth of increased knowledge
may yet inflict upon the human
race. No, Ernest, education itself
cannot solve the world’s problems.
The Kingdom of Christ is the solu-
tion, and "the Kingdom of Christ is
more, much more, than merely a
world-wide increase of knowledge
and education. As I have explained
many times before, according to
the Scriptures the Kingdom of
Christ is to be a definite govern-
mental organization, with Christ
at its Head, and this governmental
organization of the divine Kingdom
will take over and manage the af-
fairs of the human race for a
thousand years. Part of the ar-
rangements of that Kingdom will
indeed be its educational program
by which the people will be in-
structed in righteousness and love,
and taught the ways of peace.”

“It sounds to me, Frank, like a
gigantic reconversion program!”

“That’s exactly what it will
amount to, Ernest! For more than
six thousand years mankind has
been geared to the tune of selfish-
ness, and greed, and gain, and war,
and hate, which has finally re-
sulted in the theatened destruction
of the entire race. But God calls
a halt on this program. For a
thousand years mankind will be
instructed in the ways of love, and
mercy, and peace, and kindness,
and generosity. Better ‘' than all
this, instead of selfishness and sin
which have brought death, obedi-
ence to the new program of love
will bring health and life everlast-
ing.”
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Christian Life

Paying Githes to the Lord

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, . .

. and prove Me now

herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the .
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to receive it.”—Maracur 3:10

a1 HE word “tithe” is a
eIy translation of a Hebrew
2 fword used in the Old
Testament meaning a ‘“‘tenth.”
“The first time it appears in the
‘Bible is in the narrative which
tells of Abraham paying tithes
1o Melchisedec.  (Gen. 14:20;
Heb. 7:2, 4, 6) The next in-
stance is where we are told that
Jacob, after his vision at Luz,
promises to give a tenth of his
property to God in the event he
should reach his homeland in
safety. (Gen. 28:22) There is
nothing in the Scriptures to in-
dicate that either of these patri-
archs had received specific in-
structions from the Lord con-
cerning the proportion of their
substance they should give. The
Scriptures record no tithing law
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prior to that particular time.

The next scriptural reference
to tithing is when the law con-
cerning it was enacted. A rec-
ord of this is found in Leviticus
27:30-33. In this law, the tenth
(Hebrew, mahaser) of all in-
crease was directed to be given
1o the Levites, who in turn were

- to give a tenth of what they re-

ceived for the support of the
high priest. This does not imply
that the Levites were a special-
ly favored clergy class, who lived
without working., It should be
remembered that the tribe of
Levi was given no inheritance in
the land when Canaan was di-
vided by Joshua among the oth-
er tribes of Israel. They were
chosen to be the servants of the
other tribes in things pertaining
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to God, and this was His way
of making provision for them in
order that they might be free
to devote themselves wunre-
servedly to the work in hand.

Another tithing arrangement
God made with typical Israel is
recorded in Deuteronomy 12:5-
18. In this case a tenth of all
produce was to be brought into
cities to be used in a special fes-
tival of thanksgiving—a festival
tc which the Levites, and also
the poor of the land were to be
invited. Those who lived too far
away from cities to make it prac-
tical to bring their actual prod-
uce could sell their tenth and
use the money for purchasing
their share in the festival from
city merchants.

In the Law given to Israel no
penalty was provided for those
who failed properly to observe
these tithing laws. Apparently
tc a large extent it was made a
voluntary matter; although, as
our text suggests, it seems likely
that the Lord withheld blessings
from the Israelites in proportion
to their failure to live up to this
law, even as He withheld His
blessings on account of their un-
faithfulness along other lines.
This was on the principle that if
they drew nigh to Him in faith-
fulness to their covenant, He in
turn drew nigh to them by pour-
ing out rich blessings for their
peace and joy.
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NOT BINDING UPON CHRISTIANS

Tithing is not mentioned in
the New Testament as a Chris-
tian obligation. It was still be-
ing practiced by Israel at ‘the
time of our Lord’s first advent,
for He refers to the hypocrisy of
the Pharisees who were so out-
wardly meticulous in their tith-
ing and yet their hearts were
far from the Lord. (Luke 11:
42; Matt. 23:23) In Hebrews
7:2, 4, 6, the apostle speaks of
Abraham’s paying tithes to Mel-
chisedec; but otherwise the sub-
ject is not even mentioned in the
New Testament. It is strange,
therefore, that some, like the
Seventh Day Adventists and the
Mormons or Church of the Lat-
ter Day Saints, impose this law
as mandatory upon their people.

True, any organization of men
and women has a right to make
whatever arrangements it may
wish for the support of its
cause. Free Masons, Odd Fel-
lows, and other groups, stipulate
certain “dues” which must be
paid by those who wish to be
members in good standing of
their organizations. = On this
same basis a religious group is
quite within its rights to say that
all its members must pay a tenth
of their gross incomes for the
support of the church. But to
impose an arrangement of this
kind upon bhelievers with the
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claim that those who do not live
up to it are disobeying God, is
taking unfair advantage of the
heart devotion of those who un-
suspectingly are led to believe
that tithing is a sacred obliga-
tion upon all Christians.

Were it not for the many ex-
amples of successful deception
presented to us in church his-
tory we would wonder how any-
one could be brought under the
tithing spell. Take, for example,
the doctrine of eternal torture.
As we know, there is absolutely
no scriptural support for it; yet
think of the millions who were
led to believe it, and the dread
that it has instilled into the
hearts of the people who verily
thought it was God given.

Oftentimes theories are be-
lieved by people because they
hear them repeated so often and
so dogmatically. We may just
take for granted that an idea
is taught in the Bible, reasoning
that otherwise it would not be
so confidently set forth by those
whom we suppose to be in a po-
sition to know. There was a
time when Bibles were not
available for the use of the peo-
ple in general, and then, of
course, there wasn't much else
one could do but believe what
he was told. But it is different
now. And on the tithing ques-
tion, all one needs to do is to
consult an exhaustive concor-
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dance of the Scriptures to learn
that neither Jesus nor any of
the apostles said a word about
Christians paying tithes for the
support of the ministry.

AS GOD HAS PROSPERED

In the entire New Testament
very little is said about financial
matters in the church. The
Apostle Paul collected voluntary
donations from the churches of
Galatia for the benefit of poor
brethren in Jerusalem and vicin-
ity. Writing to Corinth about
this, Paul said, “Upon the first
day of the week let every one
of you lay by him in store, as
God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when I
come.” (1 Cor. 16:2) There
is nothing here to indicate what
proportion they were to lay
aside, nor was the money to be
used for the support of ministers
in the church.

Earlier in this same epistle
(1 Corinthians 9), Paul writes
that it was quite proper for those
who served the brethren in spir-
itual things to have their physi-
cal needs provided by those
whom they served, yet he was
not expecting the brethren to
do this. Evidently Paul sensed
a danger in accepting remuner-
ation for preaching the Gospel,
a danger that one might be
tempted to preach to please
those who paid for the service.
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We believe that Paul’'s choice
was a wise one. But what
should be especially noted is that
the discussion of this subject
was a most logical occasion for
reminding the brethren of their
tithing obligations; yet he failed
to mention the subject.

We are not suggesting that
regularity in giving to the serv-
ice of the Lord is wrong. Quite
the contrary. The effect of the
tithing system upon Israel, had
it been carried out faithfully by
them, would have been to teach
the people the spirit of gener-
osity, and to inculcate in them a
realization of their obligations to
God, and that all the blessings
they enjoyed were manifesta-
tions of His lovingkindness to-
ward them.

Regularity in giving by Chris-
tians should help to develop the
same wholesome viewpoint to-
ward the service of God and
those who stand in need of that
service. Systematic giving is a
helpful discipline to any who
thus contribute, increasing their
interest in the cause they serve,
and tending to decrease their
selfishness and worldliness. What
we are stressing is not that it is
wrong to give, either a tenth, or
a greater or lesser amount, but
the fact that no divine law has
been laid down for Christians
{0 indicate how much they must
give, and that if they do not give

21

this amount they cannot be in
good standing in the church of
Christ.

God speaks to Christians as
His sons, and not as though they
were merely servants. He does
not say to us, “Thou shalt,” or,
“Thou shalt not,” buf rather,
He communicates His will, and
gives us the opportunity vol-
untarily to meet the require-
ments which He reveals through
the truth. He places us under
the law of liberty and love. He
who loves much will give much;
while he who loves little will
give little; but those who truly
appreciate God’s grace will seek
to grow in love.

But shall we conclude that
God has placed no obligation up-
on us at all as to how much we
should give? So far as any
stipulated proportion is con-
cerned that is true. We are not
cbligated to give a tenth, or a
twentieth, or even a hundredth
part of our income so far as
specific commands are con-
cerned. But the Christian whose
heart is filled with love will rea-
son that if it was proper for Is-
raelites according to the flesh to
give a tenth of their incomes for
the service of God and His peo-
ple; it is much more proper for
us who are the spiritual seed of
Abraham, and who have been
blessed so much more richly
than the natural seed, also to
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render an-appropriate thank of-
fering unto the Lord. :
The attitude of the Christian
in this matter was well ex-
pressed by David when he
wrote, “What shall I render un-
to the Lord for all His benefits
toward me?” (Psa. 116:12) As
Christians, the more we consid-
er  this matter, the more we
might properly be perplexed to
know where our giving should
end. The more our hearts learn
to appreciate the blessings of
divine favor ‘which have been
showered upon us, the more do
we feel not only that a tenth
would be too little to give, but
a half would come far short of
expressing the love that fills our
hearts; yea, that even our all
would be wholly inadequate as
an offering which could be used
to ‘“shew forth the praises of
Him who hath called us out of
darkness into His marvelous
light.”—1 Pet. 2:9 '

GIVING OURSELVES

The Apostle Paul explains the
sentiments of every true Chris-
tian when he writes: “For the
love of Christ constraineth us:
because we thus judge, that if
One died for all, then were all
-dead: and that He died for all,
that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves,
but unto Him which died for
them, and rose again.” (2 Cor.
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5:14, 15) How powerful indeed
is the influence of divine love in
our hearts, transforming our
viewpoint from that of wonder-
ing how little we can give, to
that of asking how much we
have the privilege of giving! And
we are delighted when we find
the answer in the Word of God
that not only may we give all
we have, but we are invited to
give ourselves also, that our
very lives may be presented to
the Lord in sacrifice as an ex-
pression of our appreciation for
all He has done for us.

Paul assures us that God will
ke pleased to accept such an of-
fering. He writes: “I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present
yvour bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable serv-
ice.” (Rom. 12:1) To this our
hearts respond, Amen! Amen!
To devote all we have and are
in sacrifice is the only “reason-
able” thing we can do in view
of God’s great mercy to us.

It was this wholehearted giv-
ing of everything that Jesus ex-
plained to the rich young ruler.
“Go and sell that thou hast,”
Jesus said—not a tenth, not a
half, but all—“and give to the
poor.” And in addition, Jesus
invited this young man to give
himself—“Take up the cross, and
follow Me.” (Mark 10:17-22)
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Nothing short of just such a full
devotion of everything to the
Lord is acceptable to Him on the
part of those who are running
“for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus.”

NO EARTHLY INHERITANCE

The Christian’s full devotion
of his all to the service of God
is in keeping with the typical
lessons foreshadowed by God’s
arrangements for the nation of
Israel. After they left Egypt
the whole tribe of Levi was se-
lected to take the place of the
firstborn class. Paul, alluding
to the type, speaks of the
“church of the firstborn, which
are written in heaven.” (Heb.
12:23) Inasmuch as the Levites
were substituted for the first-
born, they in turn would also
be typical of the “church of the
firstborn.” '

When, under the leadership
of Joshua, the Israelites entered
into the Promised Land, and
that land was divided among the
tribes, the Levitical tribe re-
ceived no inheritance—no por-
tion of the land was given to
them. - Thus they became typi-
cal of those in this age who give
up their earthly inheritance, that
their names may be written in
heaven, which Paul says is true
of the “church of the firstborn.”
The apostle also wrote: “If ye

then be risen with Christ, seek
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those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God. Set your affec~
tion on things above, not on
things on the earth. For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God.”—Col. 3:1-3

The whole tribe of Levi was
set apart to serve the nation
in things pertaining to God, and
from that tribe the priesthood
was selected—the high priest
and the under priests. Concern-~
ing the typical lesson thus
brought to us, Peter writes, “Ye
also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer . . . sacrifices
acceptable to God.” “But ye are
a chosen generation, a .royal
priesthood.”—1 Pet. 2:5, 9 '

In the type the priests offered
animals in sacrifice, but the
priesthood of this age, of which
Jesus is the Head, offer them-
selves—*“I beseech you there-
fore, brethren, . . . present YOUR
bodies a living sacrifice.” (Rom.
12:1) Peter declares that we
can offer sacrifices “acceptable
10 God,” and Paul agrees that
if we offer our bodies in sac-
rifice, they will be “holy, accept-
able unto God.”

THE SACRIFICE OF ALL
NOT MERELY A TENTH

Now we can see why a Chris-
tian does not need to decide what
proportion of his income is to
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be given to the Lord. As pointed
out in the type, and explained
so clearly in the New Testa-
ment, it is not a matter of pro-
portions, but of all. Seventh Day
Adventists and others who teach
that the tithing law is binding
upon Christians will do well to
examine the subject from this
standpoint. They should note
that it was those of the eleven
tribes who brought a tenth to
the Levites, and that the Levites
in turn gave a tenth of what they
received to the high priest.

-In the final analysis, as we
have seen, the truly faithful fol-
lowers of Christ—those who
earnestly devote their lives in
sacrifice to God and to His serv-
ice—are represented by the
priests of Israel. If we insist
that the tithing law is binding
upon us, we put ourselves in
the camp of Israel, and among
those who received an earthly
inheritance; or, at the hest,
among the Levites in general,
who while they served God in
connection with the tabernacle,
were not of the sacrificing
priests.

If, then, we are aspiring to
be a part of God’s “peculiar peo-
ple,” “lively or living stones” in
His spiritual temple, and a part
also of His “royal priesthood,”
we will not put ourselves under
the tithing law; but depending
upon God to supply all our ma-
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terial needs, we will constantly
be on the alert for ways and
means of devoting as much as
possible of our time, talents,
means, and strength to sacrifice
in the divine cause in order that
we may show our appreciation
for His marvelous grace toward
us.
The problem of the Israelite
as well as that of others who
consider their obligation to the
Lord on the basis of a tenth, is
simplified for the Christian,
whose obligations absorb all in-
come and profits on capital and
labor, as well as the capital and
labor itself. The thought is
beautifully and scripturally ex-
pressed by those well known
lines of the poet:

Take my life and may it be,
Lord, acceptable to Thee;

Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love. .
Take my feet and let them be
Swift on errands, Lord, for Thee;
Take my voice and let it bring
Honor always to my King.
Take my lips and let them be
Moved with messages from Thee;
Take my silver and my gold;
Nothing, Lord, would I withhold.
Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in constant praise;
Take my intellect and use

Every power as Thou shalt choose.
Take my will and make it Thine;
It shall be no longer mine;

Take my heart, it is Thine own;
Thus in me Thyself enthrone.

Take my love, my God; I pour
At Thy feet its treasure-store;
Take myself—I wish to be

_ Ever, only, all for Thee.
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It was this viewpoint of full
devotion to the service of God
of one’s whole life and posses-
sions that was inculcated by the
teachings and example of Jesus
and the apostles. When the
Master called His disciples to be
“fishers of men,” they knew the
call meant the giving up of their
regular fishing business. (Matt.
4:19; Mark 1:17) When Saul
was converted on the road to
Damascus, and his commission
was later outlined to him, he
saw in it the privilege of devot-
ing his entire life to the Gospel.
Timothy and Titus evidently
saw the matter the same way.
To all of these early disciples
“coming into the truth” meant
much more than merely the ac-
ceptance of a better religion.

WE ARE MADE STEWARDS

Many since the days of the
apostles have also sensed this
true meaning of Christian giving
—that it calls for nothing short
of all that we have and are. In
fact, all the true followers of the
Master have been inspired with
this vision of the privilege of
sacrifice. But alas, how little
riost of us have to give! When
we became Christians there was
so much of our time, our
strength, our talents, our means,
which already was under con-
tract to others. And there is
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one very important considera-
tion in this matter, which is that
while we have the privilege of
sacrificing ourselves in the serv-
ice of God, we do not have the
privilege of sacrificing others.

But God accepts our sacrifice
as though it could all be used di-
rectly in His service; and makes
us “stewards” of that which we
have given to Him. “It is re-
qguired in stewards, that a man
be found faithful,” Paul writes.
(1 Cor. 4:2) The faithful dis-
charge of our stewardship re-
quires strict obedience to the
regulations laid down in the
Word of God as they relate to
our earthly obligations: We are
to provide for those dependent
upon us; our families. We are
to love and cherish them. We
are to provide for our own tem-
poral necessities that we may
not be a burden upon others.
These are legitimate, scriptural
obligations which the Lord
wants us, as stewards of what
belongs to Him, to meet, before
anything is used directly in His
service.

When we realize how the Lord
wants us to use that which we
have given to Him, we might at
first be discouraged by the
thought that there is so little
left to be used directly in His
service. Whether time, or tal-
ent, or means, so much is needed
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to meet our own obligations that
we might reasonably wonder
why the Lord is interested in
that little which can be given
to Him. But the Bible again
furnishes the solution by ex-
plaining that everything we do
should be done as unto God. (1
Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17, 23) We
might say that the Lord accepts
cur obligations as though they
were His own, and now He ex-
pects us, as His stewards, to
meet these obligations—not for
ourselves, but for Him.

- What a wonderful arrange-
ment this is! It means that all
our time and strength and
means can be used in the divine
service. And the Lord wants us
to be faithful in the discharge
of all the obligations which He
now counts as His, having ac-
cepted them as mortgages on
what we gave to Him. To dis-
charge these obligations wisely,
and to use the remainder of our
time, strength, and means, be
they little or much, directly in
God’s service and to His glory,
is the test of faithful steward-
ship. '

LOVE AND LIBERTY

, God does not command that
anything be given to Him, Flesh-
ly Israel was not forced to pay
tithes. The privilege was given
to them on a voluntary basis.
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This is also true of the all which
we give to the Lord. As stew-
ards of what belongs to Him,
we are at liberty to use it ac-
cording to the dictates of our
own conscience. But if love fills
our hearts we will seek the
Lord’s glory in everything, If
we truly meant it when we gave
all to the Lord, we will not now,
as stewards of that which no
longer belongs to us, use more
of it than necessary in meeting
obligations not directly associ-
ated with the service of the
Lord. Instead, we will be im-
pelled to use as much as we can
of time, strength, and means,
directly for God; regretting the
while that there is so little left
for Him.

There was no penalty attached
to any failure of the Israelites
to pay their tithes, yet in the
Lord’s providence, unfaithful-
ness on their part along any line
resulted in material blessings be-
ing withheld from them. When-
ever they lacked the good things
which the Lord™ promised to
them it was usually because
they had failed to live up to their
part of the covenant they had
made with Him. It is this that
is referred to in our text. At
the time of Malachi’s prophecy
the Israelites were not being
blessed by God as they would
like to have been, and the proph-
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et is pointing out to them that
they were to blame for this ex-
perience of leanness. .
Through the prophet the Lord
asked the Israelites to put Him
to the test, to prove Him, and
thus find out for themselves that
if they lived up to their obli-
gations He would live up to His.
He said, “Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, . . . and
prove Me now herewith ... . if
I will not open .the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it.”
The same principle operates in
the case of the royal priesthood
of this age. We have entered
into a covenant with the Lord
which calls for the sacrifice of
everything we have in His serv-
ice, even our lives; but He does
not compel us to fulfil that cove-
nant. We are the ones who de-
cide how that covenant should
affect the use of that which we
have given to the Lord. No
precipitant penalty will fall up-
on our heads if we fail to do this
- or that. We are left free to de-
monstrate by our own course in
- life the degree of sincerity and
devotion which fills. our hearts.
Thus, to a considerable extent,
‘we pass judgment upon our-
selves.
But, while God does not at-
tempt to enforce covenant ob-
ligations of full consecration, He
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does take note of our daily walk,
which.: indicates to Him the
measure of our love and appre-
ciation of His mercies and bless-
ings. Yes, as God watched over
Israel to give earthly blessings
in proportion to their faithful-
ness, so He is watching over us
tc bestow spiritual blessings as
we demonstrate our worthiness
of them by “paying our vows”
unto Him.—Psalm 116:14

Are we then rich in the Spirit
of the Lord? Are our souls fat
with His lovingkindness? Are
we growing in grace and love as
well as in knowledge? Can we
see the smile of His countenance
beaming His love upon us, and
is that smile so bright that it
cheers us even when we are
passing through fiery trials? If
we are rejoicing in these bless-
ings which can be ours only
through the grace of God, it is
because we are carrying out our
part of the covenant of sacrifice
into which we have entered
with Him. Writing on this point,
Pastor Russell said:

“Do we see some stumble and
fall from the truth, after they have
been once enlightened, and after
they have tasted of the heavenly
gift and of the powers of the
age to come, after they have had
much advantage every way? Do
we see some feeble and delicate
in spiritual health, and ready to be
stumbled by the Adversary? If
so, we see some who have been
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unfaithful in rendering unto the
Lord their God that which they
have covenanted. Or if they seem
to have been energetic in His serv-
ice, and yet are stumbling, we may
rest assured that it is because their
energies and efforts were to be
seen of men, and were not of pure
devotion to the Lord.”—Reprints,
p. 2487

It is not for us, of course, to
decide who are the Lord’s. Our
examination should be of self.
We can rest in the assurance
that the “Lord knoweth them
that are His.” (2 Tim. 2:19)
And we can be assured also that
it we are faithful to our cove-
nant no good spiritual blessing
will be withheld from us; that
we will not be permitted to
stumble and fall; that no matter
how great our trials may be, we
will be given grace sufficient for
every time of need.

If we are not being blessed
by this rich portion of divine
grace, then it is well that we
examine ourselves, gird up the
loins of our minds and hearts,
and rededicate ourselves to God
and to His service. If we have
been lax in any way in fulfilling

. of glory” to follow.

our vows to the Lord, let us put
forth renewed energy, “redeem-
ing the time,” for surely the days
in which we live are evil.

Those who thus renew their
consecration will no longer find
themselves more interested in
worldly riches than in the spir-
itual blessings which flow into
the hearts and lives of God’s
faithful stewards. They will
find that the life of sacrifice and
the “light afflictions” which re-
sult from true faithfulness to
the Lord, are of little conse-
quence compared with the spir-
itual joys of the present conse-
crated life, and fade completely
into insignificance when com-
pared with the “eternal weight
(2 Cor. 4:
17) Even as God promised to
natural Israel, we too will find
that if we are faithful to the
terms of our consecration, the
windows of heaven will indeed
be opened for us, and the spir-
itual blessings of peace and joy
will be so rich and so abundant
that they will not only fill our
own hearts, but overflow to the
joy of others.

—_————-————————

“Soon shall the joyous song arise,
Through all the hosts beneath the skies,
That song of triumph which records
That all the earth is now the Lord’s.”



» » We .Work, Too

God's Work in Our Hearts

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure,”—PHILIPPIANS 2:12, 13

~ Sl N EVERY instance where
b:‘ 24l the apostles use the word
L‘-‘ we, they evidently refer
to the new creation, the spiritual
‘new creatures in Christ. When
St. Paul says, “Work out your
own salvation,” he is addressing
the church, not the world. The
world is not now on trial for sal-
vation. “Work out your own
salvation; for it is God that
worketh in you both to will and
to do.” But when addressing
the new creature we are to re-
member that the personality is
still maintained. For instance,
the apostle says, “Ye were
bought with a price”—before
you became new creatures. It
is the same ego, the same per-
sonality as before.

In the words, “It is God that
worketh in you,” the aposile
does not mean that God began
to work in you when you were
bought, but it means that from
before the time of your beget-
ting and quickening He has done
so; for as the Scriptures else-
where say, we were drawn of
God, and we were called of God,
before our consecration.
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GOD THE MAGNET

God is represented as the great
magnet, drawing all who love
righteousness. He drew us be-
fore we became Christians at
all—the truth and righteousness
of our Heavenly Father was the
magnet. Man having been orig-
inally created in God’s image and
likeness, a measure of this image
and likeness still remains. And
to whatever extent the natural
man loves righteousness and
truth and mercy, he has some-
thing that is approved of by God,
who is the great center of right-
eousness, justice, truth and mer-
ey.

Some of humanity have fallen

so low that the drawing power

of the magnet has very little in-
fluence upon them. In others
of our fallen race there is a larg-
er measure of our Lord’s char-
acter-likeness remaining. Sueh
as have some love for righteous-
ness, some degree of mercy,
would realize a drawing toward
the great Heavenly Father.
Perhaps every one of us who
are disciples of Christ felt some-
thing of that drawing before we
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came to the Father at ull. The
Lord Jesus says, “No man can
come unto Me, except the Fa-
ther which sent Me draw him.”
So we must first be drawn of the
Father. «

But God has appointed only
one way.for us to come unto
Him—and this way is Christ.
Those who desire to come unto
God, then, must come by this
way, and must learn the terms
upon which they may come.
They are told that they can
come only by humbling them-
selves, and sacrificing self. “If
any man will be My disciple,
let him deny himself, and take
up his cross and follow Me.”
So the Lord puts the barrier
there, and none will come in ex-
cept those who have a real, ear-
nest desire. In the next age, God
has something to offer the rest
of mankind. He will deal with
them under different conditions.
But now He is not looking for
those who are merely feeling
after Him.

To those who seek the Lord
there comes the question, Do
you love God and righteous-
ness? Will you surrender all
human will and preference, and
accept instead the divine will?
Ii they accept these terms, then
they will become Jesus’ disci-
ples. If they say, No, I cannot
go so far as that! then they can-
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not become His disciples. As one
minister said not long since, “I
have not taken my consecration
so seriously as that yet.” So it
is with a good many. They
would like to go to heaven on
flowery beds of ease.

But those who make a full
consecration of their lives, who
through Christ come into vital
relationship with the Father, are
new creatures. Does God cease
to work in them after this step
kas been taken? No. God has
provided further ways by which
He works in them. It is the
spirit of character-likeness to
God—their love of righteousness
—that so worked in them that
they were willing to give up
their earthly rights. That is a
powerful working. God thus
first works in us to will. All
that we did, then, was to give
ourselves to Him, through
Christ. We willed that we would
give ourselves up_to God, if He
would receive us. And He did
receive us.

DETERMINING GOD’S WILL
. We receive the instruction to

. know the will of God through

His Word, through His provi-
dences, and through all the ex-
periences . of life, in order that
we may both will and do His
good pleasure. When we made
(Continued on page 35)



TEST YOUR HNOWLEDGE

HOW MANY OF THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS CAN YOU ANSWER?

1—What Old Testament prophet
sacrificed a position in the king’s
household to.endure the hardships
connected with the rebuilding of
the city of Jerusalem?

2—What great peril did Jesus
escape in the first years of His life?

3—John 8:31, 32, reads:
“If ye continue in My word, -
then are ye My disciples
indeed; and ye shall know
the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” From
what would one be freed?

4—How will Jehovahl’s
permission of evil ultimately result
" in good for the human race?

5—Jsaiah 7:14 reads as follows:
“Therefore the Lord Himself shall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call His name Immanuel.” To
whom does this prophecy apply?

6—Why should Christians study
the Old Testament record of God’s
dealings with the Israelites, as a
nation and as individuals?

7—Complete this text: “Blessed
are the merciful: . . .”

8—What does it mean to be mer-
ciful?

9—Which is correct: (a) Chris-
tians should hold no grudge against
any one, but should forgive and

overlook the trespasses of others,
or (b) Christians are . justified in
holding a grudge against anothér
until such a one asks for forgive-
ness? i
10—Are Christians today under
the Law covenant which was giv-
en to the Israelites? !
11—Matthew 10:34 reads as
follows: “Think not that I
am come to send peace on
earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword.” Har-
monize this statement with
the scriptural declaration
that Christ is “The Prince of
Peace”’—Isaiah 9:6
12—What book in the Bible re-
cords the following prophecy?
“Thus saith the Lord; A voice
was heard in Ramah, lamentation,
and bitter weeping; Rachel weep-
ing for her children refused to be
comforted for her children, be-
cause they were not. Thus saith
the Lord; Refrain thy voice from
weeping, and thine eyes from
tears: for thy work shall be re-
warded, saith the Lord; and they
shall come again from the land of
the enemy. And there is hope in
thine end, saith the Lord, that thy

children shall come again to their

own border.”

(Answers on page 34)

WISDOM FROM ABOVE—THE NOBLEST SCIENCE, THE BEST INSTRUCTION
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UCTOBER READ
Studies in Che Scriptures -

% Ghe Hew ‘efealion

l Is there any difference between
the image of God and the likeness
of God?—Pages 36-46

8 To whom is the opportunity ex-
tended to become members of the
new creation class?—Pages 85-90

What is to be considered a good
evidence of having been invited to
the high calling since the general call
of this Gospel age ceased?—Pages 90-96

2 In what sense did God rest on
. the seventh creative day, and how
does His rest illustrate the Christian’s
sabbath?—Pages 46-52

10 What are the component parts of
heavenly wisdom as outlined by
the Apostle James?—Pages 96-104

3 What are some of the qualifica-
tions of man which characterize
him as separate from and distinct from
i all the other animal creations?—Pages
52-58

ll How do faith and works co-op=

erate with divine grace in the
justification of Christians?—Pages 104-
110

How does God's method of test-

ing the new creation differ from
His method of testing His angelic and
human creations?—Pages 59-66

1 2 Is it necessary for sinners to be
justified before Christ?—Pages
110-117

What misunderstanding of the

Scriptures has led many to be-
lieve that God has promised a heaven-
ly reward to all of mankind who are
saved through Christ?—Pages 66-73

1 3 What is sanctification, and are sin-
ners invited to be sanctified?—
Pages 117-124

6 How does the ancient Jewish mar-

riage custom illustrate the es-

pousal and ultimate marriage of Christ
and the church?—Pages 73-78

1 4 What is represented by the camp-

ing arrangements of the Levites
surrounding the tabernacle?-—Pages
124-131 .

7 Is unity in the body of Christ a
union of groups or a union of in-
dividuals under Christ as Head?—Pages
18-84

l What are some of the outward
evidences of true sanctification of
the heart?—Pages 131-138




ING CALENIIAR

Ohe Books lor &zery Month

16 What is the relationship of emo-
tional feelings to a life of sancti-
cation?<Pages 138-145

17 What may be one or more of the

reasons a Christian fails to realize
the blessing of divine forgiveness when
coming to the throne of grace?—Pages

145-151

18 Will those who hear and believe
the truth in this age, and who

fail to consecrate, have any special

privileges shown them in the next age?

24 Christ imply that God has not out-
lined any organizational arrangements
for His church?—Pages 195-201

25 How do we know that the nominal

church systems of today were not
organized by our Lord and His apos-
tles?—Pages 201-208

26 How do we know that the.twelve

chosen by our Lord—Paul taking
the place of Judas—are the only true
apostles of the church, endued with

—Pages 151-157

19 How is Christ made unto us re-
demption in the present life, and

how does this differ from the future

deliverance of the church?-—Pages 158~

.

divine authority?—Pages 208-216
In what sense were the apostles

2 inspired by God, and how did
their inspiration differ from that of the
prophets?—Pages 216-223
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20 What is the sin against the Holy
Spirit, and why can it not have

forgiveness?—Pages 164-171

2 What five circumstances are us-

ually cited by unbelievers to prove
that the writings of the apostles were
not infallible?—Pages 223-229

2 Has God’s program of election op-

erated toward any of His servants
other than the new creation class?—
Pages 171-179

29 Was the divine authority granted
to the apostles used by them in
a dictatorial manner?—Pages 229-234

22 In what sense are the followers

of Jesus predestinated by God,
and does their election result unfavor-
ably to the non-elect?—Pages 179-186

23 ‘What are the four quarter-marks

of the Christian racecourse, and
what is meant by the statement, “Hav-
ing done all, . . . stand”?—Pages 186-
194 .

3 Along what lines should Chris-
tians strive for wunity in the
church?—Pages 234-244

31 What are the qualifications in the
church for service, as bishops,
elders, and pastors?—Pages 244-252

Does ‘divinely provided liberty in]

-~




ANSWERS

To Test Your Knowledge
Questions (See Page 31)

1—Nehemigh, the builder. Read
the Book of Nehem1ah

2—Herod had ordered that all

male children in Bethlehem under
two years of age should be killed,
but Mary and Joseph had fled with
Jesus into Egypt.—Matt. 2:1-16

3—Primarily from the law of sin
and death which came upon all
men through Adam’s disobedience.
Additionally, the Jewish disciples
would be freed from the bondage
of their Law covenant—Rom. 8:2-
4, 6, 10, 14, 18, 22; 10:4; Galatians
5:18; Colossians 2:14
- 4—Man’s appreciation of the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin will re-
sult in his greater love for God
and greater hatred of all that is
opposed to God and righteousness,
when the Kingdom of God is come.
--Romans 7:13 ‘

5—This prophecy applies to the
virgin birth of Jesus by Mary. It
is another link in the chain of
evidence that Jesus was the Christ
Lorn of a virgin.

6—Because “all these things
happened unto them [the Israel-
ites] for ensamples, and they are
written for our admonition upon
whom the ends of the world
[Greek, ages] are come.”—1 Co-
rinthians 10:11; 1 Pet. 1:10, 12

7—“For they shall obtain mer-
cy.”—Matthew 5:7

8—To be kind, forgiving, com-
passionate. Those who have rec-
ognized their own need of divine

mercy should always be ready and
willing to extend mercy to others.
9—(a) is correct. The spirit of
forgiveness does not depend on the
acts of another. “If ye forgive men
their trespasses, your Heavenly Fa-
ther will also forgive you” (Matt.
6:14) - This expresses the attitude
of the Christian’s heart. Verse 15
indicates that if a Christian should
not forgive others their trespasses,
neither would the Heavenly Father
forgive them their trespasses.
10—No, “for all the law is ful-
filled in one word, even in this;
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself.” (Galatians 5:14) See al-
so Galatians, chapter 3 and Gala-
tians 4:21-31.
11—The context shows that this
text applies during the present
time when Satan is the prince of
darkness. Trouble between those
who love the truth and those who
do not cannot be avoided now.
(John 3:19, 20; 15:18-21; 1 John
3:13) But during the next age
Christ as “The Prince of Peace”
will establish peace.—Isaiah 9:6, 7
12—Jeremiah 31:15-17. Every
mother and father who have lost a
child or children in death should
rejoice to know of God’s assurance
that such shall be brought back
from death to live in His Kingdom
when His will is done on earth
as in heaven. Yes, parents who
lost their sons and daughters in
this war will see them again!
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GOD'S WORK IN OUR HEARTS

(Continued from page 30)
our consecration we willed to
do God’s will. But we did not
see ‘that will fully. As we go
on, we see His will more and
more distinctly. And as we see
the leadings of His providence

in all the experiences of life, we.

become more and more imbued
‘with His Spirit—the Holy Spir-
it. Thus God gradually works
in us to do. The willing comes
first, then the qulckemng, en-
ergizing, doing.

The power that works in us
to do is the same power that
works in us to will. Can we will
perfectly? Yes. Can we do
perfectly? No. Why can we
will perfectly and not do per-
fectly? Because the will of God
has become: our will, our mind.
The apostle says, “With the
mind I myself serve the law of
God, but with the flesh the law
of sin.” (Rom. 7:25) The flesh
has inherited various weak-
nesses and fallen tendencies;
therefore we are unable to do
perfect works, and the flesh con-
tinually needs the robe of
Christ’s righteousness.

We need continually that the

great Redeemer shall be our -

great Advocate, that we may

come with courage to the throne

of heavenly grace and find mer-
cy and help in time of need. So
God is working in the new crea-
tures, first to will and then to

do His good pleasure. And ev-
ery promise of God is to this
end—not merely that we should
submit to His will, but that we
should rejoice to do His good
pleasure, that we should delight
to do His will at any cost. Thus
shall we work out our own sal-
vation and please our heavenly

Lord.

WORKING OUT
OUR OWN SALVATION

In order to appreciate our text
we 'must study it in its proper
setting, remembering that it is
not addressed, as some people
are inclined to suppose, to the
world. It is addressed to a spe-
cial class whose sins have been
forgiven, and who through Christ
have been brought into a spe-
cial relationship with God, into
the position of sons of God. And
it is from this standpoint that
they must work out their own
salvation. Our salvation is to
be brought unto us at the reve-
lation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

No one has salvation now ex-
cept in a reckoned sense. In
this sense we have been saved,
and can draw near to the Father.
But we are still under the gen-
eral dominion of Sin and Death.
We are not actually saved as
yet. We must work out our sal-
vation. In this text the apostle
is showing how it is to be done.
He shows this further when he
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addresses the church as Beloved.
He would not thus address vile
persons, or those who had no
knowledge of Christ—who were
either heathen or worse. The
Epistle itself shows that he is
addressing saints of God.

What kind of salvation is this
of which the apostle is speaking
—that has to be worked out? It
is not salvation in the general
sense, out of sin and death back
to human perfection, when con-
ditions will all be favorable,
when Satan will be bound for a
thousand years, and when all
the active influence of Messiah’s
Kingdom will be in operation.
When the apostle here says,
“your salvation,” he is particu-
larizing the salvation peculiar to
this Gospel Age—“so great sal-
vation.”—Heb. 2:3

As we enter more particular-
ly into this matter, to see how
great a salvation it is, we are
more and more astonished at its
depth and height. It is not merely
a salvation from sin, but it is very
much more. Not only is it to be
everlasting, but it is a salvation
to glory, honor and immortality,
joint-heirship with Messiah in
all the glorious things that are
His in His exalted position, far
above angels, principalities and
powers and every name that is
named. (Eph. 1:21) The wider
our eyes of understanding open
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to see the length and breadth
and height and depth of this
great salvation, the grander it
appears. As we think of the
possibility of obtaining it, we are
filled with enthusiasm-—and al-
so with fear. For what if any
of us should come short of so
glorious a salvation—so high a
calling!

The apostle says, “Let us
therefore fear, lest a promise be-
ing left us of entering into His
rest, any of you should seem to
come short of it.” (Heb. 4:1)
The slightest intimation that we
are coming short of the glorious
divine standard should fill us
with fear lest we miss the great
salvation. This is not the fear of
torment, begotten of ignorance
and misunderstanding of Geod,
such as the heathen have. They
have a fear of God, a dread of
God, which amounts to torment;
as the Apostle John says, “Fear
hath torment.” But this kind
of fear is cast out of us as we
come to a knowledge of the Liord
and are privileged to call Him
Father. It is the holy fear that
actuates us, altogether. We have
no slavish fear, either of men or
anything else. We belong to this
special class, the Beloved, who
have a special offer of a special
kind of salvation.

The expression, work out, has
a peculiar force and meaning.



GOD’S WORK IN' OUR HEARTS

It suggests something that is
difficult, that requires time and
patience. The decision has al-
ready been made, or we would
not be of this class. We settled
the matter when we first made
this determination, We have
already presented our bodies liv-
ing sacrifices. And now we are
beloved sons of God; and this
that we have undertaken lies
before us. We see how -our
Master laid down His earthly
life, and we see from the Scrip-
tures that He is to be an en-
sample to us. So we are to sub-
mit ourselves rejoicingly to all
the providences of God—glad to
have God’s will done in us,
whatever it may cost, whatever
it may mean to sacrifice.

It is by painstaking care that
we work out our great salvation.
God has provided the way—
made all the arrangemeénts for us.
There is nothing lacking, so far
as God is concerned. The whole
matter lies with ourselves. God
has begotten us of the Holy Spir-
it. All the influences necessary
for us are at our command, be-
cause at His command, because
we have been called, because we
have been accepted, because we
have been introduced. into His
family through the merit of the
great Adovcate! And so much
the more are we disposed to feel
a sense of fear and trembling as
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we think of all this! There is
this great position—glory, honor
and immortality! The result lies
in my own hands! There is not
another person in the universe
responsible for my success or
failure but myself! I must gain
that great prize! The Lord will
not gain it for me. He will mere-
ly assist me in the performing of
this great covenant.

So it is very proper for us to
have this fear, a realization of
the fact that we are each making
history for eternity. We are to
be either on the great plane of
glory, the divine nature, or else
on a lower plane, as the Levites;
or we may go into the second
death, and lose everything, from
which there will be no recovery.

WORK IN OUR HEARTS

As we realize these facts, it is
no wonder that we tremble and
fear, and feel our need of walk-
ing, as the apostle says, circum-
spectly, and of weighing our
thoughts, so as to be in conform-
ity to the will of God in Christ.
This is indeed a condition that
might be called fear and trem-
bling. It is a condition of great
earnestness. There is no room
for foolishness here, or lightness,
or frivolity. God is testing ev-
ery power we possess to see
whether we know what we have
said in our consecration vow, to
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“prove whether we were sincere
and meant it all, to prove wheth-
er to any extent we overstated
ourselves and did not mean en-
tire devotion to Him.

If we were not wholly in
earnest about this matter, then
we shall show it. God has done
His part in making all the con-
ditions and in accepting us. Now
everything is for us to work out.
Surely we should have fear and
trembling as we remember this.
We know that it is God that is
working in us. God Himself
has begun a work in us. None
of the angels ever had such a
work take place in their hearts.
None of the angels had the of-
fer of this salvation.

We who were of the Adamic
family are being transformed
and developed along the lines
which the Father has marked
out for us, that He may make
of us a new creation. It is He
that first worked in us, through
all His providences, to will. And
then, after we had presented

our bodies living sacrifices, He
worked in us to do—not that we
could do perfect works accord-
ing to the flesh; God knew we
could not, and is not expecting
perfection in the flesh. But He
is expecting perfect heart in-
tentions. He says, “My child
has had the imperfections of the
flesh to contend with, and by
his good warfare with these he
has shown his obedience to My
will. If by and by I shall give
to this child a perfect body, a
¢pirit body, in the resurrection,
then I am sure he will do my
will. My Spirit has worked in
him to will, and is now working
in him to do. And he is show-
ing Me, by doing to the best of
kis ability under present condi-
tions, what he will do with a
perfect body. Sown in weak-
ness, this new creature will be
raised in power; sown a natural
body, it will be raised a spirit
body.”—1 Cor. 15:42-44

Reprint, September 1, 1913
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“O blows that smite, O wounds that pierce,
This shrinking heart of mine!

What are ye but the Master’s tools,
Performing work divine!

How blest that all these seeming ills
That draw my heart to Thee

Are each a proof that Thou hast set

Thy seal of love on me!

')’



>» » Altogether Lovely

A Fourlold Uiers of Jesus

= "‘ HE attention of the Lord’s

N people  is constantly di-
gD Irected to their adorable
Lord and Master, Jesus. A voice
out of the cloud on the mount
of transfiguration said, “This is
My beloved Son: hear Him.”
-(Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35) = Our
Lord Himself said, “Learn of
Me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart. (Matt. 11:29) Paul said,
“Consider Him that endured
such contradiction of sinners
against Himself.” - (Heb. 12:3)
Peter said, “To Him give all the
prophets witness,” and his own
testimony was, ‘“Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living
God.”—Acts 10:43; Matt. 16:16

The four Gospels give us a

fourfold picture of our Lord, es-
pecially of His earthly minis-
try. One might ask, Why did
the Lord provide four fragmen-
tary records, rather than one
complete and connected account
of the things Jesus did and said?
One reason doubtless has been
to hide some of the truth from
all but those who would careful-
ly search His Word as for hid-
den treasure—it manifestly be-
ing more difficult to obtain a
clear outline of our Lord’s min-
istry from four accounts (each
differing in some respects), than
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from one full and complete rec-
ord. This would be only one of
many ways God has of hiding
His truth from the wise and pru-
dent, and revealing it to those
of more humble mind—“unto
babes.”—Matt. 11:25

JESUS—THE KING

The Gospel according to Mat-
thew, it is generally understood,
was written, in the first place,
for Jews; and as the Jews espe-
cially thought of their coming
Messiah as a great king, Mat-
thew’s presentation of Jesus is
that of a king. The genealogy of
Matthew, chapter 1, shows Jesus,
through His foster father, Jo-
seph, as descended from Abra-
ham through King David. Mat-
thew alone gives the account of
the visit of the three wise men:
“Where is He that is born King
of the Jews?”’—Matt. 2:2

Matthew’s Gospel makes par-

‘ticularly prominent the teaching

concerning the Kingdom. It re-
cords that both John the Bap-
tist and Jesus opened their min-
istry with the announcement,
“Repent ye: for the Kingdom of
heaven is at hand.”—Matt. 3:2

Matthew gives more of the
parables of the Kingdom than
any of the other evangelists, and
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is the only one to quote fully
the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9:
“Tell ye the daughter of Sion,
Eehold, thy King cometh unto
thee, meek, and sitting upon an
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.”
—DMatt. 21:5 ‘

In the days of the prophet it
was customary for kings and
kings’ sons to ride upon white
asses. Jesus was a King as well
as a King’s son. He, therefore,
in harmony with the prophet’s
words, adopted this custom
when presenting Himself to Is-
rael as their king.

Matthew alone gives a picture
of the day of judgment or the
great assize as it has been called,
“when the Son of man shall
come in His glory,” and the
church with Him.—Matt. 25: 31,
34; 16:27

Finally, we have in Matthew’s
account, Pilate’s question, “Art
thou the King of the Jews?” To
which Jesus in substance replied
“What you say 1is correct.”
(Matt. 27:11, 42) It is helpful
to read through Matthew’s Gos-
pel with this thought of Jesus as
the King in mind.

JESUS—THE SERVANT

In Mark’s Gospel we have
quite a different picture of the
Son of God. Mark, it would seem,
especially wrote his account
of the works and words of Jesus
for Gentiles in the first place,
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and probably for Romans in
particular. Scholars have no-
ticed Latin forms in Mark not
found in either of the other ac-
counts. Mark gives us a picture
of Jesus as the servant of
Jehovah. He opens his account
by quoting from Isaiah, “Behold,
I send My messenger before Thy
face, which shall prepare Thy
way before Thee” (Mark 1:2),
and in Isaiah, Messiah is partic-
ularly pictured as the servant of
Jehovah: “Behold My servant.”
—Isa. 40:3; 42:1

Mark uses the word ‘‘straight-
way” nineteen times, suggesting
the prompt way in which a serv-
ant would carry out his master’s
command. Matthew uses the
same word, translated, “straight-
way,” seven times, and Luke
only three. Mark’s Gospel is
not so much a record of moral
and spiritual teachings, but is
an account, full of what Jesus
did. Mark shows our Lord’s
days as days full of service.
Even the Sabbath is frequently
occupied with good works.
(Mark 3:4, 5, 20) ‘“And He
said unto them, Come ye your-
selves apart into a desert place,
and rest awhile: for there were
many coming and going, and
they had no leisure so much as
to eat.” (Mark 6:31) “And
when they had sent away the
multitude, they took Him even
as He was in the ship.” (Mark



A FOURFOLD VIEW OF JESUS

4:36) The original here, gives
the thought that our Lord was
so exhausted from his labors,
that he just allowed Himself to
be carried into the boat, “as he
was.” Reecall, too, in this con-
nection that they had to awaken
Him of sleep, lest they perish
from the wind storm.—Mark
4:37-41

Mark shows that it was the
works of -Jesus, rather than His
message, that came to the notice
of Herod. “And King Herod
heard of Him; . . . and he said,
That John the Baptist was risen
from the dead, and therefore
mighty works do shew forth
themselves in Him.” (Mark 6:
14) “Whosoever of you will be
the chiefest, shall be servant of
all. For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered un-
to, but to minister, and to give
His life a ransom for many.”—
Mark 10: 44, 45

JESUS—THE PERFECT MAN

Just as Matthew presents
Jesus to us as the great King of
kings, and Mark portrays Him
as the servant of all, Luke’s Gos-
pel ecalls especial attention to the
fact that He was the Son of man.

The Greeks thought a great
deal about the beauty and per-
fection of human form. In fact,
led on by their great men, they
almost worshiped, not the mor-
al, but the physical beauty of
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the human being, and were con-
tinually looking for the human
ideal. Luke takes advantage of
this natural trait in the character
of the Greeks, and presents Jesus
as the ideal, the perfect man—
the very image of God in the
flesh. He shows His perfection
in all His human relationships—
perfection in the midst of imper-
fection.

Luke records our Lord’s gen-
ealogy not from Abraham, but

-goes right back to Adam (Luke

3:38), thus showing that Jesus
belongs not to one nation but to
all. He is the Son of “The Man,”
the heir of all that Adam lost.
Luke relates how carefully God
prepared for the birth of both
John the Baptist and Jesus. His
account relates of John, “And
the child grew, and waxed
strong in spirit” (Luke 1:80);
and of Jesus he writes, “And
the child grew, and waxed
strong, filled with wisdom: and
the grace of God was upon
Him.” “And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature (margin,
age), and in favor with God and
man.”—Luke 2:40, 52
Describing the first sermon
which Jesus preached, Luke
writes, “And the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were
fastened on Him.” (Luke 4:
16-20) And in verse 22, he re-
cords, “And all bare Him wit-
ness, and wondered at the gra-
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cious words which proceeded
out of His mouth.” The people
were impressed with our Lord’s
presence as well as with what
‘He had to say. )

In Luke’s Gospel more than
in any other, we are shown our
Lord’s association with publi-
cans and sinners—not to con-
done their ways. but to draw
them back to the paths of
righteousness and to the Fa-
ther’s house. (Luke 15) So
much was this true of Jesus,
that the slur of being a friend of
publicans and sinners was cast
upon Him.

Finally, one might mention
the parable of The Good Samar-
itan, a parable peculiar to Luke,
in which is shown the Godlike
qualities that should be pos-
sessed by humanity, in the im-
age and likeness of their Crea-
tor—Luke 10:30-37

JESUS—THE SON OF GOD

The fourth Gospel, written
some time after the other three,
presents Jesus as .the Son of
God, “in the beginning with
God,” and as the Father’s Agent,
the Creator of all things. “All
things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything
made that was made.” (John
1:3) He is shown as having
come forth from the Father, and
who had now returned to the
Father. '
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Matthew traces the descent of
Jesus from Abraham, Luke
takes His genealogy back to
Adam, but John shows Him to
be the Son of God. If Jesus
were nothing more than a natur-
al descendant of Adam, Abra-
ham and David (as the Jews ex-
pected their Messiah to be), He
would have been born an imper-
fect man under condemnation to
death like the rest of us; where-
as, the divine plan required a
perfect man, “holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sin-
ners,” who would thus have an
uncondemned life to give in sac-
rifice for the condemned life of
Adam and all condemned in
him. (Heb. 7:26) This the Fa-
ther accomplished by transfer-
ring the life of the Logos from
the spiritual condition, to be
born a perfect human being
through His mother, Mary.

The angel Gabriel said, ad-
dressing Mary, “The Holy Spir-
it shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall over-
shadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of
God.” (Luke 1:35) Just as
John shows that the great
anointed Redeemer came from
heaven to earth, that He was
with the Father before the world
was, so John shows, much more
than the other evangelists, that
Messiah’s Kingdom (in which
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the Lord’s followers are invited
to share), is a spiritual King-
dom, a holy, invisible Kingdom,
which will follow the destruc-
tion of Satan’s unholy, invisible
kingdom.

The following Secriptures,
among many others, show the
truly exalted origin of Jehovah’s
King, Messiah:

“Except a man be born [be-
gotten] again (margin, from
above), he cannot see [appreci-
ate] the Kingdom of God.”—
John 3:3

“The Jews sought . . . to kill
Him, because He not only had
broken the sabbath, but said al-
so that God was His Father.”—-
John 5:18

“The Father judgeth no man,
but hath committed all judgment
unto the Son: that all men
should honor the Son, even as
they honor the Father.”—John
5:22, 23

“I came down from heaven . ..
to do . . . the will of Him that
sent Me.”—John 6:38

“Say ye of Him, whom the
Father hath sanctified, and sent
into the world, Thou blasphem-
est; because I said, I am the Son
of God?”—John 10:36

“Father, I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be
with Me where I am; that they
may behold My glory,  which
thou hast given Me: for Thou
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- King;

lovedst Me before the founda-
tion of the world.”—John 17:24

The object John had in writ-
ing his Gospel is summed up in
chapter 20:31: “These things
are written, that ye might be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that be-
lieving ye might have life
through His name.”

Thus in the four evangelists
we have pictured, Jehovah's
Jehovah’s Servant;
Jehovah’s perfect human Son
“who gave Himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time”;
and finally, Jesus, the Son of
God, the beginning of the crea-
tion of God, who was made flesh
and dwelt among us, and who
now has been highly exalted to
the divine nature, being the ef-
fulgence of the Father’s glory,
and “an exact impress of His
substance.”—1 Tim: 2:6; Heb.
1:3, Diaglott

HUMAN NEED PROVIDED IN CHRIST

From Israel’s earliest days as
a nation, her priests offered typi-
cal sacrifices for sin which were
repeated year by year.continu-
ally, for the blood of bulls and
goats could never really take
away sin. This arrangement
doubtless caused some of the na-
tion to realize the need of a
greater priest than Aaron or any
of his line.
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From the days of Samuel on-
ward, God gave Israel a line of
kings, a few of whom were good
kings, but the larger number
were failures, And even the
very best of these rulers, such as
David, Hezekiah and Josiah
were imperfect, dying creatures,
unable to continue by reason of
death, and who failed to carry
out for Israel all that they de-
sired to do; the divine records
faithfully revealing their mis-
takes (some of which were of a
very serious character) as well
as their good qualities. Such
experiences would doubtless
cause Israelites indeed to real-
ize their need of a greater king
than any yet given to them.

God also gave to Israel a long

line of prophets, who, as imper-
fect men, could only teach the
people imperfectly. Israel needed
a still greater prophet to show
them how to keep God’s Law.
The New Testament therefore
shows Jesus as the ideal Priest,
Prophet and King, able to save
to the uttermost all who come
unto God by Him. (Heb. 7:25)

Soon the mystery of the Gos-
pel age will be finished—the
“many members” of Christ all
being found—and then the king-
doms of this world will become
the Kingdoms of our Lord
(Jehovah) and of His Christ.
(1 Cor. 12:12; Rev. 11:15) “He
must reign till He hath put all
enemies under His feet.”—1 Cor.
15:25 —Contributed

%X

The Word of Truth

The Word of Truth is like a stained-glass window rare,
We stand outside and gaze, but see no beauty there,
No fair design, maught but confusion we behold;
*Tis only from within the glory will unfold,

And he who would drink in the rapture of the view
Must climb the winding stair, the portal enter through.

The sacred door of Truth’s cathedral is most low,

And all who fain would enter there the knee must bow

In deep humility. But-once inside, the light

Of day streams through and makes each color heavenly bright,
The Master’s great design we see, our hands we raise

In reverent ecstacy of wonder, love and praise!



» » Faith, Not Conjecture

Ghe Chiristian's Firm Foundation

CHRISTIANS have often been laughed at as credulous, because, by
God’s arrangement they must now walk by faith, not by sight. “Eye
hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath in reservation for them that love Him.”
(1 Cor. 2:9) Yet nearly all thinking people have certain notions as to
the future—nearly all expecting a future life. Some speculate that the
dying one really becomes more alive, and merely seems to die. Others
speculate along evolutionary lines, and tell us that their hope for the
future is not for themselves, but for -their posterity who may reach
such a state of development as will permit them to live forever.

All these speculators must admit that they have nothing more for
their belief than mere conjecture—no revelation from God, no proof.
The Christian’s position is a much better and more reasonable one. He
trusts not to his own speculations, nor to the speculations of others, real-
izing that these are of little value. He accepts the Bible as the Word of
God. He is there informed that God has provided for the recovery of
the entire race from the sentence of death; and that eventually all the
willing and obedient may attain everlasting life, through the merit of
Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary.—Romans 14:9

The Bible does not set before the mind of the Christian the absurd-
ity that the dead are more alive than before they died. The Bible
declares that the dead are dead, or figuratively asleep, and would have
no further knowledge or interest in anything under the sun except
through the divine arrangement—the resurrection of the dead. “Since
by man [Adam] came death, by man [Jesus] came also the resurrec-
tion of the dead,” says Paul. The Bible tells us when this resurrection
will take place; namely, at the second coming of Jesus, when He shall
establish His glorious Millennial Kingdom, promised through Moses
and all the prophets, and through Christ and the apostles.—1 Cor. 15:21-
23, Diaglott

Does not the Christian have a firm foundation? He not only has
God’s Word for his faith, but he has a reasonable faith, confirmed by
everything known on the subject. We know that we all die, and that
the dead apparently know nothing. We know that they could suffer
neither joy nor sorrow while asleep in death. The only hope for any,
then, is through a resurrection. And this is exactly what the Bible tells.
The believer has strong consolation, strong confirmation, strong reasons
for believing God’s message, and for disregarding not only his own
imaginations, but the untrustworthy imaginations of others.
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SGunday Sehool Lessons

THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE

OCTOBER 7—Luke 10:25-37

GOLDEN TEXT: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy

mind; and thy neighbor as thysel

THE parable of The Good Sa-
mantan,
Christian way of life, furnishes a
very apt lesson of what it means to
love one’s neighbor as one’s self.
But without detracting from that
love, there is a love which is even
more fundamental to the Chris-
tian; namely, that of supreme love
for God. Indeed, love for one’s
neighbor is an inevitable result of
supreme love for God.

To love God means to love His
ways and the great principles of
righteousness which make up His
glorious character. Thus to love
Him supremely implies a desire
and effort to be like Him. Hence,
inasmuch as God loves the whole
‘world of mankind, condemned to
death, and dying, and has made
provision for their recovery, so
our hearts likewise .go out to those
in need, and we are willing to
make sacrifices in order that they
may . be blessed.

When the lawyer asked Jesus
‘what he could do to receive eternal
life, Jesus asked him what was
written in the Law. The lawyer
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chosen to illustrate the

'—Luke 10:27

answered by quoting the words of
the Golden Text. On the same or
a similar occasion recorded by
Matthew and Mark, Jesus referred
to these two commandments—su-
preme love for God, and love for
one’s neighbor—as the greatest of
all the commandments, explaining
also that upon them hung all the
Law and the prophets.—Matt. 22:
35-40; Mark 12:28-34

Jesus placed equal importance
upon these two commandments in
His reply to the lawyer, for He
told him that if he would keep
them he would live. It was Moses
who first summarized the meaning
of the whole Law in these two sim-
ple commandments. (Deut. 6:5;
Lev. 19:18) The first of these two
great commandments constituted
his opening remarks in that in-
spirational sermon he delivered to
the Israelites just a short time be-
fore his death. In this sermon he
several times to “all” the com-
mandments and statues and ad-
monishes faithfulness in keeping
them, but in connection with the
first, he particularizes that it
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should be in their hearts and
should be taught diligently to
their children.

. Moses also instructed that these
commandments should be bound
upon their hands, be used as front-
lets between their eyes, and writ-
ten upon the posts and gates of
their houses. Toward the close of
this sermon Moses mentions the
peculiar circumstances under
which the Ten Commandments
were given by God and written
upon stones, and instructed that
these should be kept in the ark
of the covenant. (Deut. 31:26)
These Ten Commandments, like
all the other commandments and
statutes were summarized in the
two, which Jesus explains are the
greatest of them all.

When Jesus said to the lawyer,
“This do, and thou shalt live,” the
account says that he tried “to
justify himself” by asking, “Who

is my neighbor?” Evidently
the lawyer knew he was not
obtaining life. In fact he had

acknowledged this by asking Jesus
what he could do to obtain it, so
now he was trying to hide behind
the excuse of ignorance—“Who is
my neighbor whom I must love as
myself in order to live?” He would
have Jesus believe, perhaps, that the
only reason he had not been keep-
ing this commandment was that
he had bheen unable to decide
whom he should consider to be his
neighbor.

It was in response to the ques-’
tion, “Who is my neighbor?” that
Jesus gave the parable of The
Good Samaritan. The lesson of
this parable is twofold. The main
point of it is, of course, intended
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is my neighbor?” and it shows that
so far as the opportunity of be-
stowing neighborly love is con-
cerned, those who are in great
need, and who come within reach
of our .ability to help, are our real
neighbors.

But there is another lesson in
the parable, also, one which Jesus
evidently thought might be espe-
cially appropriate for the lawyer.
It is that those who make the
greatest outward show of right-
eousness and godliness are not nec-
essarily the ones who are actually
loving the Lord with all their hearts
and their neighbors as themselves.
And, on the other hand, possibly
some of those less esteemed among
men, even scorned, perhaps, may
at heart be living very near to the
Lord and more in harmony with
His commandments than those
more favorably esteemed among
men.

In the parable both the priest
and the Levite, seeing the man
who had fallen among robbers,
passed by and did nothing for him.
But the “good” Samaritan of the
parable is revealed as being in an
attitude of heart very pleasing to
God. He saw the man who had
fallen among robbers as a neighbor
who needed help, and he helped
him. That is what God has done
for us, and has planned to do for
all mankind.

QUESTIONS:

Is there a higher love than that of
loving our neighbors as ourselves?

What two lessons are taught in the
Parable of The Good Samaritan?

In what sense is it especially Godlike

as an answer to the question, “Who jove our neighbors as ourselves?
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» » Leads to Peace

- GODLINESS IN THE HOME
OCTOBER 14—Deuteronomy §:4-9; Luke 2:51, 52;
Ehpesians 5:22, 25; 6:1-4

GOLDEN TEXT: “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”—Ephesians 4:32

'

MOSES’ instructions to the na-
tion of Israel just before they en-
tered the Promised Land set up a
standard of righteousness and god-
liness which, when practiced, is the
crowning glory and joy of any
home. Supreme love  for God
comes first in a properly ordered
life and home; and this must be
followed by a genuine interest in
others. These two great principles
must needs be the guides in our ap-
proach to all the opportunities and
problems of life in order to avoid
chaos and ultimate defeat.

Moses instructed that these prin-
ciples be taught to the children,
and that they should be discussed
in the home and on the streets—
morning and night. He said fur-
ther: “And thou shalt bind them
for a sign upon thine hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes. And thou shalt write
them upon the posts of thy house,
and on thy gates.”—Deut. 6:7-9

To the irreligious, the following
of these instructions would be irk-
some indeed; but to those who
have learned to know God and to
appreciate the glorious attributes
of His character, nothing gives
more joy than to think and talk
about Him and to try to be like
Him. It is a joy for godly parents

to teach their children about God
and His wonderful plan for the re-
demption and salvation of the race.

Law and order are characteris-
tic of God’s arrangements through-
ocut the entire universe. We see
this in all the creative works. It
operates in a properly ordered fam-~
ily, and also in the church, the

family of God. God is the Head

of Christ, and Christ is the Head
of the church (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph.
5:23) after the same pattern, Paul
explains, that God has ordained
for the home, in which the husband
is head of the wife.

Divine order in the home is al-
so reflected in the Law that chil-
dren should be obedient to parents.
Jesus, while a child, was obedient
to this command. Luke tells us
that He was “subject unto” His
parents. It was during this child-
hood period that Jesus “increased
in wisdom and stature and in fa-
vor with God and man.” (Luke 2:
51, 52, Doubtless Mary, His moth-
er, who “kept all these sayings in
her heart,” was faithful in carry-
ing out the instructions of Moses
to teach the Law to the children.
True, the perfect child Jesus prob-
ably ‘soon “increased in wisdom”
far beyond that of His mother.
Nevertheless, He was subject to
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His parents, and God blessed the
family accordingly.

“Wives, submit yourselves unto

your own husbands, as unto the
Lord,” Paul writes. But Chris-
tian husbands have a responsibility
in this matter also. . Concerning
this the apostle instructs, “Hus-
bands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and
gave Himself for it.” (Eph. 5:22,
25) Wives would need have no
fear in submitting themselves to
the headship of husbands who
loved them as Christ loves His
church. As Paul reminds us,
Christ’s love for His church was so
full and deep that He gave His
life for it. Love of this sort seeks
the very highest interests of those
upon whom it is bestowed.
" “Children, obey your parents in
the Lord: for this is right,” Paul
continues. Yes, this is “right,” be-
cause it is a part of God’s orderly
arrangements for the home. To
substantiate this thought the apos-
tle quotes the commandment,
“Honor thy father and thy moth-
er.” The increasing chaos in the
world society today is due to some
extent to the fact that the modern
trend of thought and practice is
veering away from this divinely
instituted law that children should
be subject to their parents.

The modern and ungodly theory
being openly advocated today, even
by some professedly religious, is
that children should be left large-
ly undisciplined in order that they
might be free to follow their own

inclinations and thus to develop
along lines which, according to
this theory, is best suited to their
dispositions and talents. This is
not God’s arangement for children,
and it leads to chaos in the home,
and is producing a generation of
libertines. Parents should be wise
enough to note any particular tal-
ents a child possesses, and encour-
age their development, but it is a
tragedy for any child not to learn
cbedience to properly constituted
authority.

The idea of liberty is much over-
worked these days. The desire for
“self expression” is becoming so
dominant in the world that any-
thing which resembles discipline,
or law and order, is branded tyr-
anny and dictatorship. The Lord’s
own people will- need to be on
guard against this modern spirit of
the world. We should remember
that God’s laws do not change,
that His ways are always best.
Christian parents today will do
well to train their children, if nec-
essary using appropriate discipli-
nary measures, to be obedient.

QUESTIONS:

Why does the proper recognition of
God increase joy in a home?

Does full obedience to divine ar-
rangements for the home inflict hard-
ships upon husbands, wives, or chil-
dren? -

Is the modern theory of child train-
ing an improvement upon the com-
mandment, “Honor thy father and thy
mother”?

WA



» » By Knowledge and Love

MAKING THE HOME CHRISTIAN

OCTOBER 21—Luke 10:38-42; 1 Corinthians 13:4-13
GOLDEN TEXT: “Charity suffereth long, and is kind.”—1 Corinthians 13:4

THE word “charity” in our Gold-
en Text, and throughout 1 Corin-
thians 13, is a translation of the
Greek word agape. Due to the
limited meaning so often associated
with the word charity, probably
“love” would be a better transla-
tion of the Greek in this instance.
However, pure charity, which is
the principle of giving where
-there is no hope or expectation of
repayment, conveys the right
meaning of agape. It is the great
principle of unselfishness, of which
God Himself is the Author, and in
all the universe the most outstand-
ing Exemplar.

Love, as a principle, is a funda-
mental necessity in any home if
it is to be truly Christian. Where
this principle does not operate,
Christianity does not exist, at least,
not more than in name. And be-
sides this, the love principle must
be guided in its operation by a
knowledge of the plan and will of
God in order for it properly to be
called Christian love. There are
many truly unselfish families in the
world which make no profession of
being Christian. There are many
noble individuals who unselfishly
sacrifice their lives for the good
of mankind, but they are not
Christians. Many such are openly
unbelievers in Christ.

This is where the other part of
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today’s lesson fits so beautifully
into the picture of Christian home-~
making—that is, the story of Mar-
tha and Mary on an occasion of
Jesus' visit to their home. The
narrative reveals that Martha was
anxious to serve. There seems to
be no question about her love for
the Master and her willingness to
use time and strength in His serv-
ice. She was somewhat resentful
that Mary seemingly did not have
the same keen desire to be of serv-
ice, and asked Jesus to call this to
her sister’s attention. .
Jesus’ answer is pregnant with -
meaning to all who wish to serve
in a truly Christian manner. Mary
sat at Jesus’ feet and learned of
Him, and the Master said that this
was the “good part.” Thus did
Jesus bring into focus for us an
important principle governing the
Christian life; namely, the value
of knowledge. There is much work
for every true Christian, but in
order for it to be Christian service
we must learn of Christ and fa-
miliarize ourselves with His teach-
ings, and with the whole divine
plan of which He is the central
figure. The thought is well ex-~
pressed by Paul in his letter to
Timothy, when he wrote, “Study
to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
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word of truth.”—2 Tim. 2:15

Knowledge of God, of Jesus, and
of the divine plan, is essential to
any Christian home, but knowl-
edge without love is of little or no
value so far as the attainment of
Christlikeness and Godlikeness is
concerned. We might have “all
knowledge,” and understand “all
mysteries,” but if we do not have
love with the knowledge, we are
“nothing.” (1 Cor. 13:2) Chris~-
tian love, then, is an enlightened
love. We need to understand the
naysteries of the Gospel. How es-
sential it is that we understand that
mystery which was hidden from
previous ages and generations, and
is now made known to the saints!—
that mystery which the apostle de-
scribes as “Christ in you, the hope
of glory.”—Col. 1:27

On the other hand, how wvalue-
less that knowledge would be to
us if we were not motivated in its
use by the principle of divine love!
So the two must be blended and
gperate together in order for
Christianity to be properly exem-
plified. When, therefore, the apos~
tle writes that ‘“love suffereth long,
and is kind,” it is important to
think of this long-suffering love
@s that which enables us to endure
those trials which come to us be-
cause we have been faithful to
the knowledge received while sit-
ting at the Master’s feet and learn-
ing of Him. The whole world is
called upon te endure trials, and
there are many wonderful demon-
strations of long-suffering—which
is commendable—but only those
who “endure hardness as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ” can be

said to do so in the spirit of
“Christian” love.—2 Tim. 2:3

The modern trend in professed
Christianity is away from the im-
portance of knowledge. Modern-
ism places practically all the em-
phasis on morality, honesty, pa-
tience, courtesy, kindness, ete., and
teaches that those who practice
these things are good Christians,
and that a community which up-
holds these virtues as a way of life
is a Christian community. Cer-
tainly Christians will be all these
things, but in order to be true
Christians, acceptance of Christ as
the Redeemer, consecration to do
the divine will, and an earnest de-
sire to know that will through a
study of the divine plan as re-
vealed in the Bible, are primarily
essential.

It is that which we learn at the
feet of Jesus, through a study of
the Word, and then put into prac-
tice, which makes of us true Chris-
tians. To be kind and generous
and patient and humble and for-
giving, will not make Christian in-
dividuals or Christian homes ex-
cept as they are the outgrowth of
faith in the blood of Jesus and
consecration to do God’s will. This
is the only sure foundation upon
which to build. Any other foun-
dation is but the sinking sands of
human wisdom and philosophy.

QUESTIONS:

Is “charity” a good translation of the
Greek word agape?

Is knowledge essential in the Chris-
tian life? )

What is the modern viewpoint with
respect to faith in the blood ?

P YA



» >» Righteous Decision Essential

INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIAN HOMES

OCTOBER 28—2 Timothy 1:1-8; 3:14, 15; Titus 2:1-4, 11, 12

GOLDEN TEXT: “As for me and my house, we will serve the Loxd.”—Joshua 24:15

THE influences which surround
a child until the age of independ-
ent thought and action is reached
are bound to have much to do in
determining the later life of that
child. Because of this, Christian
parents are faced with a great re-
sponsibility; for it is their privi-
lege to instruct their children in
the ways of the Lord, and to back
up that instruction by their own
consistent Christian walk. The
Scriptures declare that if a child
is trained in the way that he should
go, when he is old he will not de-
part from it—Prov. 22:6

But in order for the child to be
so favorably impressed with what
is taught by his parents as never
to want to depart from it, the in-
struction must be wisely given.
No parents are perfect, and even
in using the best judgment possi-
ble there will be times when the
training given in youth will be
Bouted and the way of righteous~
ness ignored. At least, it sometimes
seems to be this way; but we have
every confidence that in the final
analysis, no sincere efforts of
Christian parents to train their
children properly will go unre-
warded.

. There are occasions when,

through lack of understanding, a
child is turned against religion.

He may get the idea that his par-.
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ents are trying to force something
upon him, that his liberty will be
taken away, etc. Situations like
these call for tact and patience and
prayer. The truth and what it
means in one’s life is so beautiful
that most children will learn to
respect it, and will be proud to
know that their parents believe it
and taught it to them. It is not to-
be expected that all children will
see the privilege of full consecra-
tion and have the desire to run for
“the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus,” although
many do.—Phil. 3:14

Timothy, whom Paul refers to
as his spiritual son, was one whose
early training stood him in good
stead. Paul speaks of Timothy's
grandmother, Lois, and his mother,
Eunice, as both being godly per-
sons, and that Timothy had known
the Holy Scriptures from his
youth. We are not to suppose that
faith is a quality which can be in-
herited. The important considera-
tion is. that Timothy, while a child
at home, was surrounded with a
godly influence—the - influence of
a godly home. In his case this
environment bore rich fruit in lat-
er life.

Titus was another consecrated
servant in the early church whom
Paul refers to as his “son.” In his
letter to Titus, Paul outlines the
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manner in which Christian teach-
ing should be presented. First on
the list is, “Speak thou the things
which become sound doctrine.”
When we are teaching our chil-
dren, or teaching in the church, or

witnessing the truth to our neigh- -

‘bors, we should see to it that what
we Say is a representation of
“sound doctrine.” The fundamen-
tal doctrines of the divine plan
should be made prominent in all
our teaching.

Paul writes that this should be
done in order “That the aged men
be sober, grave, temperate, sound
in faith, in charity, in patience. The
aged women likewise that they be
in behavior as becometh holiness,
not false accusers, not given to
much wine, teachers of good
things; that they may teach the
young women to be sober [margin,
wise], to love their husbands, to
love their children.”—Titus 2:1-4

“Sound doctrine” suggests the
thought of definiteness; and the
true Christian influence is definite,
not uncertain; not ‘“halting be-
tween two opinions.” (1 Kings
18:21) “If the trumpet give an
uncertain sound, who shall prepare
himself to the battle?” is a scrip-
tural interrogation which we do
well to remember. (1 Cor. 14:8)
Perhaps that which we have blamed
upon the failure of Christian in-
fluence in the home as it affects
youth has been due very largely
to a lack of this definiteness in re-
gard to our knowledge and un-
derstanding.

Parents who believe the truth
mrav fail to impress upon their
children- how different it is from
the conflicting and God-dishonor-
ing creeds of the Dark Ages. Par-

ents who allow their children to
grow up and go out into the world
with the idea that their parents’
religion is little different from that
held by all churches, and that it
doesn’t make much difference
which church one attends, have
failed in the discharge of their
Gced-given privileges. The truth
is different, because it is the truth.
It is worth fighting for and dying
for—mnot, of course, with carnal
weapons. (2 Cor. 10:4) This should
be our attitude, and it is this
thought which all parents who
truly love the truth should seek
te inculcate in the minds of their
children.

Our Golden Text expresses a
similar thought. “As for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord,”
is the way Joshua put it. There
is nothing indefinite in this atti-
tuide. Wordly wisdom takes pleas-
ure in expresing ideas in such a
manner that it is possible to un-
derstand them in more than one
way. “Diplomatic” language is
often couched in such fashion. But
it is a tragedy when a Christian
resorts to such tactics in han-
dling the Word of God. Let us be
definite in dealing with our breth-
ren, with our children, and with
all men, that our influence may be
cne emanating from the foundation
of “sound doctrine.”

QUESTIONS:

Is the effect of godly teaching and
influence ever lost upon children?

Is sound doctrine important in con-
nection with Christian influence in the
home?

What relationship does the Golden
Text have to the remainder of this les-
son?



“That .. . . Which Cannot Be Shaken”

“Wherefore we receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear.”—HEesrews 12:28

271 HE words of our text are a climax to a lesson the apostle has
drawn from the experiences of natural Israel in connection
1€ | with the inauguration of the Law covenant at Mount Sinai.
A number of the symbols mentioned by Paul are also used in vari-
ous Old Testament prophecies portraying the great “time of trou-
ble” with which this age comes to an end preparatory to the full
establishment of the Kingdom of Christ in which the church is
promised a share,

The apostle emphasizes that a great “shaking” would be char-
acteristic of the transition period when the old world, under Satan,
would give place to the new world over which Christ would be the
King. But there is one thing which cannot be shaken, and that
is the “Kingdom.” The development of this Kingdom began with
our Lord’s first advent, and has continued ever since, and is still
continuing. It is represented on earth by the consecrated people of
God, the “her” class of Psalm 46:5, where we read, “God is in the
midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that
right early [margin, when the morning appeareth].”

God’s people, called to be joint-heirs with Jesus, as “kings and
priests,” are said by Paul already to be “receiving” this Kingdom.
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We have been called to it, and seeking it is our first and chief busi-
ness in life. We are even now translated into it, as probationary
members, and if we prove faithful unto death we will be glorified
and exalted to reign with Him a thousand years. (Rev. 20:6)
Surely we are a favored people, and how unwise it would be in
any way to fall short of giving “all diligence” to make our calling
and election sure, and consequently fail to obtain an “abundant
~ entrance” into the glory of this ° everlastmg Kingdom” which we
are now ‘“receiving” by faith!

. The true Christian, inspired by this glorious hope, has always
desired to be wholeheartedly devoted to seeking the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness; and it would seem that now, above
all other times in the history of the church, this should be true of
all the ‘“children of the Kingdom.” Take the one point of “re-
ceiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved.” What a blessed as-
surance that is in view of the tremendous world changes which we
have witnessed in recent years, and the even more far-reaching
changes now in the offing!

FUTURE ONE thing which every thinking person in the world
UNCErTAlx  today rea.li;e.s, i§ that no one knows how much of our
present civilization will still remain a few years hence.
Throughout the weary years of war, beginning in 1939, the world
has looked forward to the coming of peace. The people have longed
for the time to come when they could feel reasonably safe from the
devastating effects of air raids. Toward the close of the war in
Europe there came the use of new and more deadly instruments
of destruction such, for instance, as the robot bomb. There came
also the promise of still more deadly instruments of destruction
which were.to be developed and used in the third world war. We
were told that even these fair United States would not escape the
ravages of the next international brawl, if and when it should come.
This certainty that our scientists would not fail to meet the
needs of an ultra-modern and highly civilized (?) world war,
caused all the great powers to give serious consideration to means
of protection, such as strategic naval bases, etc. A peace-time
draft is being advocated for the United States in order to maintain
a large standing army to “keep the peace.” President Roosevelt
said shortly before he died that it was clear to him that such meas-
ures were essential to national and world security.

s
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Now the whole scene has changed. Peace has come, but there
IS no peace—no genuine peace of heart and mind because fear
has taken hold of all the world. Instead of the war bringing free-
dom from fear, it has brought a new and more dreadful fear than
has ever before blighted the peace and joy of human hearts. This
fear is born of the fact that all the means of defense heretofore
depended upon to afford some measure of security for nations,
are now seemingly valueless. Navies appear to be futile, stand-
ing armies inpotent, and Gibraltars as weak as putty, in the face
of this newest instrument of war, the atomic bomb.

The possibilities of atomic power, now that its secrets have
been discovered, are so staggering that scientists the world over,
and within a few hours after its first devastating effects were
demonstrated in the destruction of many thousand Japanese with
a single stroke, announced that a new age had begun. Whether
used for destruction in war, or developed and used in the pursuit
of peace—and it will doubtless be utilized in both ways—atomic
power seems destined to deal a final shattering blow to practically
‘all that remains of the selfish institutions of men. In the industrial
and domestic fields, atomic power seems destined to revolutionize
virtually all of our present methods and habits. Used in war, no
nation on earth will be safe from its death-dealing force.

cLouvps oF SO THE war is over, but in its dying agonies it gave
UNCERTAINTY bu.rth .to an energy wh1ch__make§ all the previous

scientific discoveries and inventions of men seem
merely as the play of children building houses with their wooden
blocks. For Bible students it gives added point to the prophecies
which foretold an “increase of knowledge” and a “time of trouble
such as never was since there was a nation.” (Dan. 12:1-4) It
should help us to realize as never before the value of the truth
with its sure foundation of hope; for at this turning of the age,
when the sin-cursed world has lost all sense of security, when the
years to come, for themselves-and for their children, are blanketed
with the clouds of uncertainty, WE are ‘“‘receiving a Kingdom which
cannot be moved.”—Heb. 12:28

In a word this means that nothing which we as truth people have
held dear has been changed. The world-shaking implications of
the atomic bomb leave the truth, and the blessed hope engendered
by the truth, more sure and more precious than ever. Instead of
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shattering our faith, it has increased our confidence both in the need
of the Kingdom and in the certainty that it will be established as
the solution to the problems of human selfishness which now, far
more than ever before, are beyond being solved by human wisdom.

The Lord’s people everywhere, students of prophecy as they
properly should be, have looked forward to the close of the war,
each having a general idea—some different from others—of what
the shape of things would be when the time came for the “cease
fire” order to be given. Will there be a short period of peace, an
easement of the birth pangs, following the war? Is this the final
phase of the time of trouble? Will churchianity regain a measure
of its power by some sort of reunion with the state? Will com-
‘munism sweep the world? Will the Jews be permitted to return
to Palestine in larger numbers? These are samples of the questions
which have been in the minds of all.

Now that the war is over, some of these questions will be an-
swered by the manner in which world affairs take shape. Let us
watch these events, and accept the facts as they unfold before us.
Regardless of what our expectations of post-war conditions may
have been, all of us will find that in some respect our views have
come short of being correct in every detail. Certainly none of us
foresaw that the war would come to an end in the way it did.
Furthermore, the dramatic end of the war and the simultanecus
birth of that which is now the dread of the world, will greatly in-
fluence the shape of things in the new order which man is trying
to establish. This, too, was unforeseen.

NEW FEARS THE first World War brought the use of the

airplane as an instrument of destruction; and fol-
NEW BLESSINGS lowing the war came the development of the radio.
The nations looked forward with fear to the destruction that
seemed certain to be wrought by bombing planes should the world
again be visited by the blight of war. These fears proved to be
well grounded, as evidenced by the devastation spread over Europe
and other parts of the world.

Meanwhile, the radio brought great blessings to mankind, be-
ing the most potent instrument ever used by man to disseminate
knowledge. True, it has primarily been used for selfish purposes.
Propaganda of hate rode the airwaves and found its way into the
remote corners of the earth, helping to stir up the nations against
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one another. But it has also been used as a circulating medium for
wholesome knowledge of all kinds. The glorious Kingdom mes-
sage of present truth has, by means of the radio, reached into the
homes of thousands who otherwise would have had no opportunity
to know about it. )

Now another war has closed. Again the world is furnished with
new instruments of destruction and with more efficient methods of
disseminating knowledge. Frequency modulation and television
will soon supplant present methods of broadcasting, making radio
as we now know it largely obsolete. Atomic power, so frightful in
the field of destruction, may also prove to be man’s greatest servant
in the avenues of industry and transportation. We have there-
fore entered a new period of “easement” between the birth pangs
of God’s new order, during which there will probably be greatly
enlarged opportunities for the Lord’s people to proclaim the King-
dom message, while the worldly-wise rulers feverishly prepare
for the next spasm of trouble. Are we prepared and willing to
shoulder the responsibilities which these enlarged opportunities
impose upon us?

~ As already noted, some of us expected to witness a temporary
exaltation of churchianity following the war——an exaltation suf-
ficient to enable the religious rulers of Babylon again to persecute
the true church. That may still come, but meanwhile, what should
be our attitude? In setting forth this expectation concerning
churchianity in the time of trouble, Pastor Russell suggests two
practical lessons we may learn, regardless of whether or not our
views on the subject prove to be correct. We quote: .

“Two lessons we may draw from this to advantage, whether future
developments shall prove that we have read the prophetic testimony
correctly or incorrectly; and they are these: First, we should be so
prepared, so armed and so thoroughly furnished with the invincible
truth, that persecution would move us only to greater zeal, and not lead
us through surprise or fear to lower our standard, nor to surrender
when the kings of the earth stand up, and, with the religious rulers
of the people, are gathered against us, and against the truths to which
God has granted us the privilege of witnessing, as His servants and
ambassadors. (1 John 3:1) Second, such reflections relative to the
future, contrasted with the privileges of the present, should serve to
stimulate every consecrated child of God to make diligent use of the
present grand harvest opportunities and privileges, remembering that
‘he that reapeth receiveth wages,’ as truly as he that planted and wa-
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tered, and that now is pre-eminently a time for gathering fruit unto
eternal life. The little quiet of the present favorable time, with its
greater liberties and advantages in every way, is divinely arranged
in order to the sealing of the true servants of God in their foreheads
(intellectually, with the truth).—Rev. T7:3

‘Let the “little while” between

In its golden light be seen.’

“The Master saith: ‘Work while it is called day; for the night com-
eth, when no man can work.” ‘Labor not for the meat that perisheth,
but for that which endureth unto everlasting life’ ”—The Time Is at
Hand, page 264

A half century has passed since these words were written.
They are still timely. Some may wish to wait a while longer be-
fore deciding that the interpretation to which Pastor Russell refers
is incorrect. Some may decide that enough time has now elapsed
to prove that the view was not justified. Let that be a matter for
each to decide for himself; but regardless of our decision, we should
all profit by the two practical lessons which he suggests.

Doubtless the Lord’s people will yet be more severely perse-
cuted than at present, regardless from whence that persecution
may emanate. It is well, therefore, that we have on the whole
armor of God, and that we be fortified in every way to endure
whatever may come, whether it be joy or sorrow. And no less im-
portant is our responsibility to make proper use of the golden
opportunities which are now ours in this “little while hetween.”

And conditions do seem likely to be favorable for proclaiming
the glad tidings of the Kingdom! The sheer awfulness of what the
next war will mean to the world, and that nothing short of divine
power will be able to deliver mankind from utter destruction,
will tend to create in the minds of many a desire to know what
hope may be held out in the Scriptures. Now, as never before,
the Kingdom of Christ can be presented as the world’s only hope!

None but those who know the truth are prepared to comfort
the mourning world of today. All the foundations of civilization
have been shaken, and are continuing to be shaken; but we are
receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved. As the hopes of the
world fail, the reality of our hope becomes more precious, and the
inspiration to “tell it out among the nations” increases. It is be-
cause in this time of general insecurity, we are receiving a Kingdom
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-which cannot be moved, that we have such a powerful incentive
to serve God, as our text admonishes us to do.

THE FUTURE WE KNOW not how long this “little while between”

may last, or what enlarged and new fields of service
NOT KNOWN may develop, but certainly the Lord would have all
of His people alert, ready and zealous to fulfil their mission as
“ministers of reconciliation” to the greatest extent possible. The
atomic bomb has not changed the divine plan, nor shaken the faith
of the saints in the great verities of the truth. These remain, and
have become more precious. Those who know the truth are the
only people in the world who can give a real message of comfort.
Christ’s Kingdom is the only solution. It is the one government
which will save the race from suicide.

Science has shrunken the size of the earth by bringing all
of its far-flung boundaries into close touch with one another. To
the Lord’s people this should mean more than merely something
interesting and marvelous to think about. To us it means en-
larged fields of service. If there are any who should be interna-
tionally minded it is those who are in training to share with Christ
in the future work of blessing all the families of the earth. The
“little while between,” which we have now entered may afford us
greater opportunities than ever before to demonstrate our interest
in “all” the people.

_ As the clouds of the recent global war were forming, and the
storm broke over Europe and Asia in all its fury, it seemed that
the harvest work had certainly come to an end in many of the
countries affected. The “dark night’ in which no man can work
had apparently settled down over those parts of the earth. Now
that scene may be changing. Under the hue and cry for liberty
and freedom of religion, it may be, in the Lord’s providence, that
the truth can again go forth. If so, let us accept these increased
privileges with zeal and fervor.

The harvest message has never been openly proclaimed in Italy.
With the attempt to establish a democratic government in that
country, perhaps the glad tidings will be permitted to circulate
there for a time. Conditions favorable for spreading the truth
may develop in other European countries. But whether here or
there, may we all be on the alert to use faithfully whatever privi-
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leges which may come to us for glorifying our God and doing good
to all men, especially to those of the household of faith.

October of this year marks the fifth anniversary of the Frank
and Ernest radio programs. There is every indication that this
work will continue_until the improved methods of broadcasting are
adopted; and we trust that then, in the Lord’s providence, these
improved methods can be utilized for giving the witness even more
effectively than is now being done. Within a few months we hope
to have Scripture Study sets available in standard cloth bound form
as well as in the pocket size. We trust these larger volumes will
be an aid to colporteurs. We are giving thought to foreign language
literature, and some translations are already being made, May the
Lord enlarge all of our hearts that we may appreciate the great
honor that is ours in this time of all times, to be ambassadors of
the Kingdom. Let us pray for one another and for the general
interests of His work that humility and wisdom and strength may
be given for every time of need, enabling all of us to “serve God

acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”

“Season’s Greetings” Folder

A special 8-page folder containing a
message of the Kingdom is being pre-
pared for friends who may wish to
send them to acquaintances as Christ-
mas greetings., They will be printed
on high grade greeting card stock,
and envelopes will be furnished to match.
They will be priced at 25 cents a dozen,
fifty for $1.00. Larger quantities at the
latter rate. Postpaid.

We will appreciate it if you will
place your order early for these witness
greeting circulars, that we may know
approximately how many to print.

“@God’s Promises Come True”

This is the name of a Bible story
book for children, the details of which
will be announced in the November
issue. It is not a nominal church pub-
lication. Its stories are fres from doc-
trinal error, and also present the funda-
mental truths of the divine plan. It is
a book that has been asked for by the
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Lord’s people for years, and we are
now happy to announce that it has be-
come a reality, and will be ready for
delivery in ample time for Christmas.
Do not order now. Wait for the de-
tailed announcement in the November
Dawn,

WEYMOUTH'’S TRANSLATION (New
Testament): Pocket, $2.00; Regular cloth,
$3.00; Leather, $5.50

MOFFATT'S TRANSLATION (Old
and New Testaments): cloth, $3.50.
ROTHERHAM’S TRANSLATION (Ol1d

Testament only): 3 volumes. Set, $6.75;
separate, $2.25.

PELOUBET’S BIBLE DICTIONARY:
759 pages, $2.50.

WESTMINISTER DICTIONARY OF
THE BIBLE (Davis Revised Edition):
658 pages, $3.50.

SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY: 818
pages, $2.00.



SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

H. E. ANDERSON

New London, Conn. ........ Oct. 21
W. T. BAKER

Toledo, Ohio ................ Oct 1

Cleveland, Ohio .................. 2,3

Tonawanda, N. Y. ................ 4
F. A. BRIGHT

Allentown, Pa. .............. Oct. 14

York, Pa. (Evening) ............ 27

York, Pa. (Morning) ............ 28

Lancaster, Pa. (Afternoon) ...... 28

N. T. CONSTANT

New Haven, Conn. (Morning) Oct. 14
Waterbury, Conn. (Afternoon).... 14
New London, Conn. .............. 21

S. C. DE GROOT
Paterson, N. J. (Afternoon) Oct. 28

Rutherford, N. J. (Evening) ...... 28
P. KOLLIMAN

Baltimore, Md. .............. Oct. 14

Binghamton, N. Y. .............. 28
R. A. KREBS

Rutherford, N. J. (Evening) Oect. 7

Waterbury, Conn. ................ 8
Hartford, Conn. 9
‘Springfield, Mass. 10
North Brookfield, Mass. .......... 11
Worcester, Mass. .................. 12
Boston, Mass. 14
Lynn, Mass. ....covvnivniinnnnn... 15, 16
Providence, R. I ................ 17
New Bedford, Mass. .............. 18,19
New London, Conn. .............. 20, 21
New Haven, Conn. ................ 22
J. Y. MAC AULAY
Topeka, Kans. .............. Oct. 1
St. Joseph, Mo. .......cccouvnunnn 2
Kansas City, Mo. .... 3,4
St. Louis, Mo, .......covviivnnnnn 6,7
New Albany, Ind. ................ 8
Cineinnati, Ohio 9
Dayton, Ohio 10
Piqua, Ohio 11
Columbus, Ohio 12
Newark, Ohio ......c.ccvvvvvvneenen 14
Zanesville, Ohio ...........ccvuens. 15
. Nelsonville, Ohio ................ 16

Rutherford, N. J. (Evening)

Crooksville, Ohio
Richmond, Ind. ..................
Muncie, Ind. ..............cona..
Indianapolis, Ind. ................
Elkhart, Ind. ......................
South Bend, Ind.
Gary, Ind.

Chicago, 11l
Roseland, . ....................
Cicero, TN, ..............ooiiiai,

'W. S. MARSHALL
Guilford, Me. .............. Oct.
Montville, Me. ..........cvvuvnnns
Canaan, Me. .................c.oe.
Ellsworth, Me. ............civvnien

M. C. MITCHELL
Hartford, Conn. ............

L. H. NORBY
Rutherford N. J. ............ Oct.
Baltimore, Md. ....................
Washington, D. C. ................
Pittsburgh, Pa. ..................
Duquesne, Pa. ..............ces
East Liverpool, Ohio ..............
Detroit, Mich.
Flint, Mich. ..............coieens
Saginaw, Mich., ..................
Grand Rapids, Mich, ............ 13,14

HARRY PASSIOS
Duquesne, Pa. .............. Oct. M
Washington, Pa. .................. 21
Monessen, Pa. 28

EDWIN PROCTER
Barnes City, Iowa
Clinton, Iowa
Chicago, Il.
Jackson, Mich.
Detroit, Mich.
Toledo, Ohio ........cevveeuinnnnn
Cleveland, Ohio
Erie, Pa. ......c.ociiill 11
Syracuse, N. Y. ....c.vviiivninnen 12
Paterson, N. J. (Afternoon)

¥
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M. A. STAMULAS

Lebanon, Pa. ................ Oct.
Easton, Pa. ..............covuen, .
Allentown, Pa. ..............coeen
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Lewistown, Pa. ...............000 4
Pittsburgh, Pa. .................. 5-7
Charleroi, Pa. .............ccvuven 8
Connellsville, Pa. ................ 9
Paterson, N. J. (Afternoon) .... 21
Rutherford, N. J. (Evening) ...... 21

J. 1. VAN HORNE
East Liverpool, Ohio ........ Oct. 14

G. M. WILSON

Miami, Fla. ...................... 21
Orlando, Fla. ...............oooue0, 23
Jacksonville, Fla. ................ 28
W. N. WOODWORTH
Grand Rapids, Mich., ........ Oct. 13,14
Toronto, Ont. Canada .......... 15
Tonawanda, N. Y. ................ 16
New London, Conn. .............. 21

Philadelphia, Pa. ........ 28, Nov. 4

St. Petersburg, Fla. .......... Oct. 14 C. W. ZAHNOW
Tampa, Fla. .................... 17 Saskatoon Sask., Canada territory Oct.

ST. LOUIS, MO., October 6, 7—For de-
tails, write the secretary, Mr. J. B.
Bernocudy, 7033 Lindell Blvd., St. Louis,
Mo.

JACKSON, MICH., October 7—0Odd Fel-
lows Hall, 111 Cooper Street. *

PITTSBURGH, PA., October 7—0. of
I A. Temple, 610 Arch Street, N. S.
Opens 9:45 a. m.

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., October 13,14
—Public meeting at 3 P. M,, in Civic
Auditorium (Black and Silver Room)
—For information, write the secretary,
Mrs. Mae De Groot, 924 Ellsmere, N. E,,
Grand Rapids, Mich.

ITHACA, N. Y., October 14—205 E. Falls
Street.

REXFORD, N. Y., October 14—Home
of Chas. F. Plath, R. F. D. 1. Take
Saratoga Bus at Schenectady, and get
off at Blue Barns.

NEW LONDON, CONN., October 21—
Union Hall, Union Street. Opens
10:00 a. m.

CHICAGO, ILL., October 28—All day
gathering. Central Masonic Temple.

DETROIT, MICH. October 28—Mac-

cabees Bldg., Woodward Avenue at
Putnam.

VICTORIA, B. C., CAN., November
10-12.

CHICAGO, ILL., Usual New Year's
Convention.

Roliday Gift Suggestions

BRADLEE FOLDERS. Appropriate
Christmas texts and messages. Large
selection. Five and ten cents apiece.

SUNSHINE LINE No. 35. Christmas
messages. Box of ten, 50 cents.

CROSS AND CROWN EMBLEMS:
Pins and buttons, $2.85; Pendants, $3.60.

STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE CON-
CORDANCE: Complete; contains every
word in the Bible; also dictionary def-
inition of all Hebrew and Greek words
used in the Bible; 1600 large pages,
$7.50.

EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT: Cloth, $210.

DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA: De
Luxe, $1.00; cloth, 50 cents.

STATIONERY. Ten Scnpture assort-
ment texts. Packet-Medium size, Rip-
ple Bond, 100 sheets, 50 cents; 100 en-
velopes, 50 cents.

GREETINGS CARDS. Birthday and
Friendship cards: Box of ten 50 cents.
Birthday cards: Box of ten, 60 cents.
Swiss colored prints: Assorted Scrip-
ture text, 60 cents a dozen. Biblical
picture cards and birthday assortment:
20 cents a dozen. Bradlee folders with
envelopes: Scripture text, five and ten
cents each.



Hymns of Daun

The new edition of Hymns of
Dawn will be ready October first.
These new books contain the same
hymns, bearing the same numbers,
as the original Hymns of Millen-
nial Dawn. Yielding to the re-
quests of many friends, all the
words of the hymns have been

Paper bound, securely sewed and durable, 50 cents each
Cloth bound, blue, with red edges, $1.00 each N

Usual class discount of ten per cent when ordered in lots of five’
Prices are postpaid. The Dawn, East Rutherford, N. J. .

more.

placed between the music. b

For all who have any knowled
of music this will make for be
ter singing. A few additional
choice hymns have been added:
the appendix. The new editi
can be supplied in either paper:
cloth binding.

END OF THE WORLD
(Continued from page 11)
house shall be established in the
top of the mountain, and shall
be exalted above the hills; and
all nations shall flow unto it.
And many people shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go to
the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and
.He will teach us of His ways, and
we will walk in His paths: for
out of Zion shall go forth the
‘law, and the Word of the Lord

from Jerusalem. And He shall

. judge among the nations, and

shall rebuke many people: and

they shall beat their swords in-
to plowshares, and their spears
“into pruninghooks: nation shall
“not lift up sword against nation,
,j'nelther shall they learn war any
~more.”—Isa.- 2:2-4 :

_His world to come wher“

"

A reference to Daniel 2: 35, 4
will show that the Lord’s “moun:
tain” is in reality His Kingdo
hence Isaiah’s prophecy co
cerning the “mountain of 'tk
Lord’s house” denotes the Kin
dom of the Lord in the hands of
His ruling house, made up.
Jesus, His beloved Son, and ‘His
taithful followers who will reign
with Him as kings. (Rev. 5:10,
20:4) This Kingdom, the proph-
et declares, will be established
in the “top” of the mountains
or kingdoms. This indicates
that it will take first place as the
dominant ruling factor in the af:
fairs of all men and nations.

In view of God’s assurance

dwelleth righteousness;:.
peace, and ]oy, “who will fe



The vaine Plan ‘of the Agu—-cloth, 50 cents, 10 or ‘mo
.1 40 cents; Paper bound, 25 cents; 10 or more, 18 cents.
ThéThnan-tBand—Bluedoth,SOeents -
3: Thy Kingdom Come— (Temporarily out of stock)
+ The Battle of Armagedden—Blue Cloth, 85 cents.
- The Atonement Between Gndanll)lm——Bluecloth,SEcen
'l'ke New Cunﬁon—-—Blue cloth, 85 cents.

God’s Hnnd in the Affairs of Men—

. ‘Proves God’s love through the ages:
God’s New Otdet«-—Dmcuue: Kint—'

dom hope. " b
God'’s ltemedyu—'rhe only aoluti'

fh i . God’s Restitution Project—Will
God P"“"W Pmﬂém"—' - Good News—Refreshing
t God's purpose. = - -  Tho Father, msmmmﬂy‘sym

éénptures cxearly Tens
Ao,! cover; 25 cents fo




S

To Us the Scriptures Cleatly !Eéacb

That the Church is “the Temple of the Living God”
—peculiarly “His workmanship”; that its construe-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel Age
—ever since Christ- became the world’s Redeemer
-and the chief corner stone of this Temple, through

"~ which, when finished, God’s blessings shall come “to
all people,” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3:16,
17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 .

That meantxme the chlsehng, shapmg and pohsh-
ing of consecrated ‘believers in Christ’s atonement;;
~ for_sin, progresses, and when the last of these “liv-"
ing. stones,” “elect ‘and precious,” shall have been
. made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
““together in the First Resurrection; and the. Temple
shall be filled with His glory, and be the meeting
place between ‘God and men throughout the Millen-
(mum.-—Rev 15:5-8 .
' That the basis of.hope for. the. Church and the .
‘ World lies. in the fact.that “Jesus Christ, by the
grace:of God tasted -death for- every man,”.“a ran-
som for all,” and will be:“the true light-which light-:.:
eth every man that cometh into the world,” “in.due .-
. time.”"-—Heb.; 2:9; John. 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6
That- the ‘hope "of' the' Church “is"that she may be
like her Lord, “see Him as He is,” be a partaker of
the divinhe nature .and. share His glory as His joint- "
heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom, 8:17; 2 Pet, 1:4

_That the present’ mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service; to -
develop in herself -every grace;-to-be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests in
.. the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6 -

‘That the ‘hope for the World lies. in- the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought. to all
by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient.
at the hands of their Redeemer and His glorified
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be de-
stroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35 . .
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