
Lesson 22

The Tower of Babel

[The city] was called Babel—because there the LORD

con fused the lan guage of the whole world … [and] scat -
tered them over the face of the whole earth.—Gen e sis
11:9

Noah and his fam ily praised God for his jus tice and power.
They were glad for the rain bow which was a sign to them

from God that there never again would be such a flood.
But as the years passed, many began to for get what God had

done for man kind. When they saw the rain bow in the sky, they
did not think of Noah or God or the prom ise. Because the peo ple
had lost con fi dence in God, they began to build a great tower.
They thought if they built a tower so tall, it would reach up to
heaven, it would save them from any flood of waters in the future. 
God saw what they were doing but did not want them to com plete 
the tower. He con fused their  language so they could not under -
stand one another (see Gen e sis 11:4-8).

How odd it must have been to want to talk to your neigh bor
and sud denly your words were com pletely strange to him, just as
his words were strange to you. Per haps he was speak ing Hebrew
and you were speak ing Arabic, and some one else was speak ing
Greek, or Ethi o pian.

This effec tively stopped the build ing of the tower so they could
not work together any more. It also scat tered  people to var i ous
parts of the earth. This is what God wanted them to do, so that all
of the earth would even tu ally become pop u lated.

The unfin ished tower fell into ruins and noth ing is left now but
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a huge hole which is used as a place to dig out build ing stones,
such as mar ble and lime stone. When stand ing, the tower had
many plat forms, one on top of the other, each smaller than the
one below.

Today the lan guage bar ri ers are break ing down and the ten -
dency of human ity is to reunite for pro tec tion. There are many
peo ple who speak more than one lan guage. There are also those
who act as inter pret ers between speak ers of dif fer ent lan guages.
This allows meet ings and con fer ences to be held with the peo ple
of many coun tries par tic i pat ing.

The peo ple began to build a great tower
because they had lost con fi dence in God.
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