
Lesson 69

The Crucifixion

Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will
be with me in par a dise.”—Luke 23:43

Pilate felt Jesus was inno cent but gave orders to have him exe -

cuted accord ing to the wishes of the peo ple. Cru ci fix ion is a

cruel form of death.
The sol diers had taken Jesus’ robe from him; they put a crown

of thorns upon his head. They spat on him and mocked him
unmer ci fully. His clos est friends did not know what to do. Three
times Peter denied that he even knew Jesus for he had lost his
cour age. Sud denly Peter heard a rooster crow and remem bered
that Jesus had told him that he would do this. He was so ashamed
that he ran out and cried bit terly (Luke 22:54-62).

Two thieves were cru ci fied at the same time as Jesus, one on
either side of him. Over the head of Jesus was a sign: “THIS IS

THE KING OF THE JEWS.” It was writ ten in three lan guages and
told of his “crime.”

Jesus’ ene mies had heard of his mir a cles so they taunted him to 
come down off the cross. But Jesus trusted God com pletely and
he knew his time to die had come in God’s plan. Jesus will ingly
accepted the cross even though he knew he could save his own
life. He knew that if he did not die, he would never be the Sav ior
of all man kind, and that was why he came to earth!

One of the thieves scorned Jesus and said to him “Are you not
the Christ? Save your self and us!” The other thief scolded the first 
and said, “We are receiv ing what we deserve for our deeds, but
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this man has done noth ing wrong.” He then asked Jesus to
remem ber him when he came into his king dom.

Jesus answered him kindly, “I tell you the truth today, you will
be with me in par a dise” Notice that the comma in this text at the
start of this les son is in a dif fer ent place. It comes before “today”
but it should appear after “today.” One lit tle comma makes a big
dif fer ence in the mean ing of the sen tence.

The writ ers of the Bible used no punc tu a tion; it was not in -
vented until about four hun dred years ago. We know it is not
 correct in this instance to put the comma before instead of after
“today” because Jesus did not go to par a dise the day he died,
and nei ther did the thief. Par a dise means “gar den.” The gar den
of Eden was sim ply an illus tra tion of what the earth will be like
when it is per fect and beau ti ful in the Mil len nial age!

“This is the King of the Jews”
were the words over Jesus’ head on the cross.
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