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Highlights of Dawn

Righteous Liberty in Christ's Kingdom

"Thus says the Lord God, 'Behold, I am laying in Zion fo r
a foundation a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone ,
of a sure foundation: he who believes will not be in haste .
And I will make justice the line, and righteousness th e
plummet; and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, an d
waters will overwhelm the shelter .' "—Isaiah 28:16, 17, RSV

"THERE is none righteous, no, not one." (Rom . 3 :10) Today
we often hear people say, "Nobody is perfect ." This fac t
has become particularly apparent in the world as we loo k
about us and note all the evidences of unrighteousness . I t
is probably true, even now, however, that the majority o f
the people would rather do right than wrong . Despite all
that we hear about crime and corruption there is a soli d
majority in world society that is out of harmony with muc h
that is transpiring around them, but those who make up
this majority are powerless to stem the tide of unrighteous-
ness which increasingly is overflowing human society . This
situation exists in all parts of the world . Crime, for ex-
ample, is on the increase essentially everywhere—even i n
Israel. There are a few exceptions to this general rule, bu t
the overall picture shows an increase in the rate of crim e
which is appalling .
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There are, of course, different types of crime, of which

murder is perhaps the worst. But there is robbery, some
styled "armed robbery," in which there is always the
danger of murder; and then there is the more or less pett y
thievery, as represented in shoplifting and in a myria d
other ways, one of which is seen in fraudulent methods o f
business by which the general public is robbed of mone y

and goods .

The drug habit today is creating another seemingly un-

solved problem for the law enforcement agencies of the

world. This evil has spread to essentially every element o f

human society, among both the young and the old . How

tragic it is for parents to discover when it is too late tha t

a darling child has become addicted to drugs! Certainly ou r

hearts should go out to the plagued world of mankind i n

the frustrations which have been produced by the dru g
habit.

Even in Governmen t

Crime and corruption in conduct have found their wa y

into many of the governments of earth, and here agai n

there does not seem to be much that anyone can do abou t

it. Throughout the many weary years of the Vietnam Wa r

reporters were continually calling our attention to the cor-
ruption which existed in that government, and how unfit

it was to rule a people for which American boys were dyin g

and American dollars being expended to protect them fro m

communism. But nobody in the American government

seemed to care about this—at least little or nothing wa s

done about it .

There are perhaps few governments on earth that coul d

not have the finger of scorn pointed at them for one reaso n

or another. One of the corrupting influences in the British

Government is in the realm of sex. In America it is the

officials of government, whether elected or appointed, who

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

	

3



are being found guilty of accepting bribes, and of othe r
mishandling of government funds—not all of them, bu t
probably about the same proportion as participate in gener-
al crime outside of government circles . In other words, the
criminal element of human society is finding its way int o
high places, where their corrupt practices are being carrie d
on even "at the top . "

The uncovering of what is known as "the Watergate
scandal" has been a shocking thing to the American public ,
and, in fact, to the whole world . And the unveiling con-
tinues. All of this crime and corruption in high circles is
helping to break down confidence in government, but th e
people are left with no solution to the problem . There is ,
in fact, no human solution to the ravages of human sin and
debauchery; no solution, that is, except the one foretold in
the Bible, which is the establishment of the kingdom o f
Christ .

The Bible speaks of this kingdom as a "mountain," an d
in Isaiah 11:9 we read, "They shall not hurt nor destroy i n
all my holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of th e
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ." In
our text the Lord says, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a founda-
tion a stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sur e
foundation."—Isa. 28:16

It was from Zion that God ruled Israel in ancient times ,
so Zion is here used as a symbol of the new divine govern-
ment, even the kingdom of Christ . The cornerstone of tha t
symbolic Zion will be Christ, and we are assured that thi s
is a tried or tested stone . Jehovah knows, and we can be
assured, that this new world government will enforce hi s
righteous laws to the eternal welfare of all the people ; that
nothing will be permitted to hurt nor to destroy in all tha t
holy kingdom .

Its regulations will be righteous and exacting ; no favorit-
ism will be shown . The rich and the poor alike will b e
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guaranteed the blessings of that government, but will hav e
liberty only to obey its righteous laws . There will be no
liberty to deceive, to misrepresent, to overreach and t o
defraud others. The only liberty which will be granted in
that government will be the liberty to do good, to assist, t o
display the spirit of love toward others, and to encourage
all to obey the laws of the new kingdom .

In verse 17 of our text we read, "Judgment also will I la y
to the line, and righteousness to the plummet : and the hai l
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall
overflow the hiding place ." Here the principle of proper

construction is used in which is employed a plumbline, an d
a plummet. "Judgment will I lay to the line," the Lor d
says, "and righteousness to the plummet ." In other words ,
all the activities of the people in that righteous govern-
ment, the symbolic Zion, will be brought into line wit h
justice and with righteousness. What an ideal government

that will be !

Then the people will learn that God's plans and laws ar e

best in the end for all concerned, and ultimately they wil l

learn to love righteousness and to hate iniquity . All under

that reign of righteousness who do not learn to love th e

right will be counted unworthy of lasting life and will b e

cut off from among the people .

With One Consen t

Zephaniah 3:9 reads, "Then will I turn to the people a

pure language [message], that they all may call upon th e

name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent ." The

marginal translation suggests "shoulder" instead of "con -

sent." Earth's new Ruler will not expect obedience fro m

the people until they are properly enlightened concernin g

his laws of righteousness, and in this prophecy we are as-

sured that this enlightenment will be provided .
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The "pure language" or message will sweep away th e
ignorance and superstition which have stood between Go d
and the people. They will learn that God did not create a
hell of torment in which to torture forever all who, in thei r
ignorance, did not please him. All the blinding misconcep-
tions of God will be shown to be untrue . Satan, the grea t
deceiver of mankind, will be bound, that he might deceiv e
the nations no more .—Rev. 20:1- 3

In place of the God-dishonoring and contradictory teach-
ings of the false religious systems of the earth will be th e
truth concerning God—that he is a God of love and justic e
and wisdom and power; and that his grand design has pro-
vided health and life, through Jesus, for all the willing an d
obedient during the messianic kingdom reign .

The people's response to this knowledge will be en-
thusiastic . They will serve the Lord with one "shoulder"—
in other words, they will unitedly support the ways of trut h
and righteousness which then will be clearly made know n
to them. They will not serve the Lord because of fear o f
what he might do to them if they fail to obey ; but they will
serve him because they have learned to know him and t o
love him. What a change this will bring about in worl d
society !

The "Book" Opene d

Isaiah 29:18 is a prophecy which, in symbolic language ,
indicates the enlightenment of the people "in that day. "
We quote: "In that day shall the deaf hear the words o f
the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of ob-
scurity." This "Book" contains a knowledge of God and of
his will. This Book is mentioned earlier in the chapter .
Verses 9 and 10 describe a deplorable condition in whic h
the people, through the unfaithfulness of their teacher s
and rulers, are dwelling in symbolic darkness. Verses 1 1

and 12 read, "And the vision of all is become unto you a s
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the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to

one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee : and he
saith, I cannot; for it is sealed. And the book is delivere d
to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee :

and he saith, I am not learned . "

Then the Lord's prophet speaks of those who draw nea r
to the Lord with their mouth and honor him with their lip s
but have removed their hearts far from him ; and adds tha t

their fear toward the Lord is taught by the precepts o f

men. (vs . 13) The Lord adds that "the wisdom of their wis e

men shall perish, and the understanding of their pruden t

men shall be hid ."—vs. 14

The next verse suggests a measure of wilfulness on th e

part of teachers and rulers . It reads, "Woe unto them that

seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their

works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and
who knoweth us?" Throughout the centuries deceit an d
hypocrisy have been practiced by many in high places . The
struggle for power by the various factions has nearly al -
ways been carried on behind closed doors, with the pro-
ceedings "dignified" by the expression, "secret diplomacy . "

But this characteristic of Satan's world must come to a n
end. When in the preceding chapter Isaiah informs us o f
the coming "Zion" kingdom of the Lord, and of the judg-
ment and righteousness which it will establish throughou t
the earth, he adds that "the hail shall sweep away th e
refuge of lies." (Isa. 28:17) The symbolic hail will be the
strong truths which will reach the people, when "in tha t

day . . . the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eye s

of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of dark-

ness."-29:18

Continuing, Isaiah writes : "The meek also shall increas e

their joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoic e

in the Holy One of Israel . For the terrible one is brought
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to naught, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch
for iniquity are cut off: that make a man an offender for a
word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate ,
and turn aside the just for a thing of nought ."—
Isa. 29:19-21

The "terrible one" referred to in this prophecy might
well be the great Adversary, who, in addition to being a
great deceiver has been, through his cohorts, an oppresso r
of the people. As we have noted, Satan will be bound . Al l
of his activities which have been against God and against
man shall then be brought to nought. That is the main
reason "the meek . . . shall [then] increase their joy in th e
Lord ."

In Their Hearts

In Jeremiah 31:31-34 the Lord gives another promise
which will be fulfilled during the Millennium . It reveals
the thoroughness with which the righteous laws of God will
eventually control the people at that time. First the Lord
speaks of the covenant that the Israelites entered into wit h
him under Moses, and then promises a "new covenant, "
"not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt ; which my covenant they
brake . . . But this shall be the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel [other scriptures reveal that al l
nations will have an opportunity to enter into this cove-
nant]; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law

in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and will
be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall

teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man hi s
brother, saying, Know the Lord : for they shall all know me ,

from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith th e
Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remembe r

their sin no more ."
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"I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it i n

their hearts." Here is an important point in this promise .
Man was created in the image of God, and the law of hi s
Creator was then in his heart. Job 38:36 describes the work
of the Creator in the hearts of his perfect creatures : "Who
hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath give n
understanding to the heart?" Through the fall into sin an d
death man has lost much of the understanding which wa s
his as a human created in the image of God .

But the Millennium will be the age of restoration, de -
scribed by Peter as "times of restitution of all things ." One
of the things to be restored is the divine image; and once
again man will possess in its fulness "wisdom in the in -
ward parts, and understand in the heart ." Thus it will b e
that the obedient believers of that kingdom age will obey

the divine laws of righteousness because they want to ; be-

cause those laws, shall we say, will have become a part

of them .

And these blessed opportunities which are to reach man -
kind during Christ's kingdom will be available for those
who have died as well as for the living generation . God has
not overlooked anyone in his glorious plan of salvation, fo r

there shall be a resurrection of the just as well as of th e

unjust. (Acts 24 :14, 15) This glorious hope of a better day

coming, a time when righteousness will be exalted in th e

earth, should help us to endure the injustices of the pres-
ent, and continue to tell the whole world these glad tidings .

---000

"Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the whic h

also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful . Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms an d
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in you r

hearts to the Lord ."

	

—Colossians 3 :15, 16
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RADIO TOPICS FOR AUGUST

5—"Israel's Double Portion"

12—"A World Wide Religion"

19—"Heaven and Paradise "

26—"Thy Kingdom Come"



Bible Study

LESSON FOR AUGUST 5

~Che peril of greed

MEMORY VERSE : "Take heed, and beware of covetousness: fo r
a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which
he possesseth ."—Luke 12 :1 5

EXODUS 20:17

THE word "covet" carries a
wide range of meanings, such
as to delight in, to wish for, de -
sire, or plunder. In the com-
mandment, "Thou shalt no t
covet," it means a craving for
something that is not one's
own. At its worst this would
be the kind of greed that would
lead a person to appropriate to
himself what is rightfully and
legally another's, regardless o f
how the rightful owner migh t
thereby be caused to suffer.

In this Tenth Commandmen t
specific objects are mentione d
which should not be coveted ,
and then the comprehensiv e
statement, "anything that is thy

neighbor's." Certainly every

true Christian would want t o
quench any inordinate desire t o
possess that which is another's .

LUKE 12 :15 .2 1

Here we have pointed out to
us the futility of acquiring
great possessions. Jesus said ,
"Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man's life
consisteth not in the abundance
of the things which he pos-
sesseth." (vs. 15) Then follow s
the Parable of the Rich Man ,
whose ground brought fort h
plentifully.

This man was of course
pleased with his abundant crop ,
and after giving the matte r
consideration, decided that to
make room for what his lan d
had produced he would pul l
down his barns and build larg-
er ones. Here the idea of plun-
dering what belonged to an -
other is not the point of the
lesson, but the greed of the
man who had suddenly receive d
from his land a bumper cro p
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and could think of nothing bet -
ter to do with it than to safe -
guard his own economic future ,
which he had doubtless alread y
made secure, since he was rich.

Here the desirability of shar-
ing instead of hoarding is no t
definitely stated, but it is clear-
ly implied. The rich man, how-
ever, was well-pleased with th e
decision he made to hoard hi s
enlarged crop, and said to him -
self, "Soul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years ;
take thine ease, eat, drink, an d
be merry" (vs . 19) But Go d
said to this man, "Thou fool,
this night thy soul [life] shall be
required of thee: then whose
shall those things be, which
thou has provided? So is he that
layeth up treasure for himself ,
and is not rich toward God"—
vss. 20, 2 1

Jesus used this parable to
teach a lesson to his disciples.
He said to them, "Therefore I
say unto you, Take no thought
for your life, what ye shall eat ;
neither for the body, what ye
shall put on . The life is more
than meat, and the body is
more than raiment " (Luke 12 :
22,23) Those who live on thi s
earth must needs give some
thought to what they eat and
wear, but Jesus wanted his dis-
ciples to realize that since the y
were consecrated to God an d
his cause it would be wrong for
them to give such anxiou s
thought to these material things

as did the rich man of the
parable .

I TIMOTHY 6 : 6

"Godliness with contentmen t
is great gain. For we brought
nothing into this world, and it
is certain We can carry nothing
out. And having food an d
raiment let us be therewit h
content." (vss . 6-8) How beauti-
fully this harmonizes wit h
Jesus' Parable of the Rich Ma n
—and certainly this is an im-
portant lesson for all Christian s
to learn .

"They that will be rich," Paul
continues, "fall into temptatio n
and a snare" (vs . 9) Then he
explains why: "For the love of
money is the root of all evil ."
(vs. 10) Those who covet money ,
Paul explains further, have
"pierced themselves throug h
with many sorrows . "

Money itself is not the root
of all evil, but rather, an in -
ordinate love for it. Money rep -
resents security, and should be
given proper consideration ; but
it is not the Christian's first
priority . Our first priority is to
lay down our lives in sacrifice
in the Lord's service .

QUESTIONS
What is meant by the word

"covet" ?
How much thought should a

Christian give to the materia l
needs of life ?
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 12

the Great Commandmen t

MEMORY VERSE: "This commandment have we from him ,
That he who loveth God love his brother also ."—I John 4:2 1

DEUTERONOMY 6 :4, 5

THESE two verses contain a
summary of those command-
ments of Moses that pertain to
man's relationship to God . This
passage indicates that one who
would be pleasing to God must
devote his whole being to him
—his heart, his soul, his might
—nothing is to be held bac k
for devotion to other gods o r
to purposes other than doing
the will of Jehovah, the true
God. Our God, the great Go d
and Creator, is not satisfie d
with half measures in our devo-
tion to him. Our eternal happi-
ness depends upon a full de o-
tion to him of our whole bein g
and everything which we con-
trol .

MARK 12:28.34

Moses' summary of the com-
mandments which set forth our
proper relationship to and serv-
ice of God, was quoted by Jesu s
when asked by a scribe, "Which
is the first commandment o f
all?" (vss. 28-30) Jesus con-
tinued, saying, "And the second
is like, namely this, Thou shalt
Iove thy neighbor as thyself .

There is none other command-
ment greater than these ."—
vs. 3 1

The "second" greatest com-
mandment summarizes man's re-
sponsibility to man, as set forth
in the Ten Commandments .
This also is a quotation from
Moses. (Lev. 19:18) This may
well have been the first tim e
that these two summarizing
commandments by Moses had
been quoted in one lesson. Th e
Greek word translated "love" in
these two commandments de-
notes the highest form of love .
It is not merely an emotion, bu t
a settled determination to ren-
der one's whole being to God,
and an unselfish effort to dea l
with our fellows as we would
with ourselves .

The scribe who asked the
question which brought forth
this all-comprehensive reply by
Jesus was well-pleased with
what the Master said : "Master ,
thou hast said the truth: fo r
there is one God ; and there is
none other but he : and to love
him with all the heart, and wit h
all the understanding, and with
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all the soul, and with all th e
strength, and to love his neigh-
bor as himself, is more than all
whole burnt offerings and sac-
rifices ."—vss . 32,33

Jesus was pleased with thi s
reply by the scribe, for usually,
when presenting truths to th e
scribes and Pharisees the recep-
tion was not this favorable. But
evidently here was a man with
a good heart, and Jesus said t o
him, "Thou art not far from
the kingdom of God" (vs . 34 )
As Jesus saw it, here was a
man, who, if he maintained hi s
present attitude might well be-
come a full believer, and be
among those called to joint -
heirship with Jesus in the king-
dom, to live and reign with him .
For the time being no furthe r
questions were asked .

ROMANS 13 :8-1 0
Paul wrote, "Owe no ma n

anything, but to love one an -
other: for he that loveth an-
other hath fulfilled the law . "
(vs . 8) Paul enlarges upon this
truth by reminding us of th e
commandments which explain
man's proper relationship t o
man: "For this, Thou shalt no t
commit adultery, Thou shalt no t
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Tho u
shalt not bear false witness ,
Thou shalt not covet ; and i f
there be any other command-
ment, it is briefly comprehend-
ed in this saying, namely, Tho u
shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self."—vs. 9

What a simple truth this real-
ly is! Certainly we would no t
steal from, neither kill, thos e
whom we love. How true it is
that "love worketh no ill to his
neighbor," and it is because o f
this, Paul explains, that "love is
the fulfilling of the law."—
vs . 1 0
This is indeed simple to un-

derstand, but seemingly so dif-
ficult to practice in our dail y
association with our brethren
in Christ. Let prejudice against
another enter our hearts, and
ofttimes it is most difficult to
keep from enlarging upon thei r
imperfections, or upon what we
think are imperfections. And
when this is done we are rob-
bing a brother of his goo d
name, and destroying his influ-
ence among his brethren in
Christ. The only remedy fo r
this sort of thing is to kee p
our hearts pure, and truly filled
with the spirit of love .

And according to our memor y
verse, this true love is first o f
all for God, but it should no t
stop there. John wrote, "This
commandment have we fro m
him, That he who loveth God
love his brother also."—I John
4:2 1

QUESTIONS
Which are the two great com-

mandments ?
Explain how love is the ful-

filling of the law .

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 19

the Undisciplined perso n

MEMORY VERSE: "Wherefore let him that thinketh he stand •
eth take heed lest he fall ."—1 Corinthians 10 :1 2

PROVERBS 23 :19-21,29-35

THIS lesson is designed t o
emphasize the importance of
self-control. The first three
verses associate the uncon-
trolled use of wine with
"riotous eaters of flesh," or, be-
ing gluttons. This combination
of vices was charged agains t
Jesus by the scribes and Phari-
sees. They called him a wine-
bibber and a glutton . (Matt. 11 :
19) The basis for this charge wa s
largely that Jesus was a frien d
of publicans and sinners ; or, a s
the matter is expressed today ,
"guilt by association" But
Jesus was not concerned over
this false charge, or any of the
other false charges which were
made against him. He came t o
do the Heavenly Father's will ,
and his only concern was that
he might be pleasing to him .

Paul warned against the evi l
of drunkenness. He wrote, "See
then that ye walk circumspect-
ly, not as fools, but as wise, re -
deeming the time, because th e
days are evil. Wherefore be ye
not unwise, but understanding

what the will of the Lord is .
And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess ; but be fille d
with the Spirit; speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymn s
and spiritual songs, singing an d
making melody in your heart t o
the Lord; giving thanks alway s
for all things unto God and the
Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ."—Eph. 5 :15-2 0

What a beautiful contrast w e
have here of a group of peopl e
indulging in a drunken revelry,
and a company of the Lord's
people seeking inspiratio n
through the singing together o f
"psalms and hymns and spirit-
ual songs" and "giving thanks
unto God and the . . . Lord
Jesus Christ" And what a won-
derful way this is of redeeming
the time in these evil days ,
whenever there is an opportuni-
ty of relaxing from everyday
toil and cares of life !

Guidelines for a discipline d
person are laid down by the

Apostle Peter in his secon d
epistle, chapter 1, verses 4-7 .
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Such a Christian character mus t
be rooted and grounded in the
promises of God. There are giv-
en unto you, Peter affirms, "ex-
ceeding great and preciou s
promises: that by these y e
might be partakers of the di-
vine nature, having escape d
the corruption that is in the
world through lust . And be-
side this, giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge; and to knowl-
edge temperance [Greek, self-
control] ; and to temperance pa-
tience; and to patience godli-
ness; and to godliness brother-
ly-kindness ; and to brotherly-
kindness charity [love] . "

A Christian who has exer-
cised himself in the develop-
ment of these qualities will b e
given an abundant entranc e
"into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ ."

I CORINTHIANS 10:12,1 3

"Let him that thinketh h e
standeth take heed lest he fall . "
(vs. 12) This statement by th e
Apostle Paul rejects the theor y
of "once in grace, always in
grace." None knew better than
Paul that the forces of evil are
striving continually to draw
aside the Christian from the
pathway of faithfulness to the
Lord and from his covenant o f
sacrifice with the Lord.

The three principal enemie s
of the Christian are the world,

the flesh, and the Devil . Th e
Devil is the commander of this
unholy union, and it behooves
all of us to be on the alert con-
tinually lest we fall into tempta-
tion which will lead us away
from our course of fidelity t o
the Lord .

"There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is com-
mon to man: but God is faith-
ful, who will not suffer you t o
be tempted above that ye ar e
able; but will with the tempta-
tion also make a way to es -
cape, that ye may he able to
bear it" (vs . 13) This is a won-
derful promise, but it implie s
that the Lord's people co-oper-
ate faithfully with the Lord in
the use of every means o f
grace which he provides to
keep them from falling .

The Lord will not prevent u s
from turning our back upo n
him and walking away from hi s
means of grace. Those who do
this will surely fall; and unles s
they later turn in humility to
the Lord to seek his help the y
will fail to attain that for which
they were called, which is the
divine nature, and joint-heir-
ship with Jesus in his kingdom .

QUESTIONS

Should Christians be intem-
perate in anything ?

Is it possible for a Christia n
to fall away from God's grace ?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 26

Redemptive 'dove in actio n
MEMORY VERSE: "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfi l
the law of Christ."—Galatians 6:2

MARK 2:16, 1 7

IN THE eyes of the scribes an d
Pharisees the "sinners" an d
"publicans" of Jesus' day were
not respectable people, but vir-
tually outcasts from the Israel-
ites in general . One reason wa s
that they were willing, for a
price, to serve the Roman gov-
ernment to which Israel wa s
subject. Probably the viewpoint
of the Israelites generally would
not have been so severe had i t
not been for their religious
leaders, the scribes and Phari-
sees .

These religious rulers were
ever on the alert to find som e
occasion against Jesus, and they
thought that they had a good
case when they discovered that
he ate with the sinners and pub-
licans whom they so bitterly
despised. They went to Jesus '
disciples and asked them why
their Master did this, but Jesu s
overheard their question and
answered them directly himself .

Jesus' reply was, "They that
are whole have no need of the
physician, but they that are

sick: I came not to call th e
righteous, but sinners to re-
pentance ." (vs. 17) Jesus use d
the word "righteous" here in an
accommodated sense . Actually
there are none who are right-
eous. Sin and death reigns i n
all. Those of Israel who were
sincere in their efforts to kee p
God's law and thus reveale d
their desire of heart to be
pleasing to him, were indeed
more pleasing to him by fa r
than the hypocritical scribe s
and Pharisees, but still, apart
from the merit of Christ's re -
deeming blood, they were not
worthy of life .

Perhaps there was a note o f
sarcasm in Jesus' reference t o
the "righteous" so far as his in-
dication that it applied to the
scribes and Pharisees was con-
cerned. They claimed indeed t o
be righteous, but the Master di d
not accept that claim . He knew
that actually the majority o f
them were outside the pale o f
God's favor. There were sincer e
ones among them, but thes e
were not opposing Jesus as th e
others were .
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Evidently Jesus saw tha t
among the sinners and. publi-
cans there was more likelihoo d
of finding those with at leas t
honest hearts who would re-
spond to his message . He knew
also that he could not reach
these by holding aloof from
them, so apparently he ate and
drank with them whenever the
circumstances warranted . The
results of this course indicate
that he was doing the right
thing. They were not all con-
verted to his message, but he
did find individuals who re-
sponded and who rendere d
faithful service in the Gospe l
call . Matthew was one of these,
as was also Zacchaeus. These,
and others, appreciated what
Jesus, the Good Physician wa s
able to do for them.

GALATIANS 5:25, 26; 6 :1- 3

Christians profess to live i n
the Spirit, and these should in-
deed walk in the Spirit. In
other words, Christians shoul d
live up to their professions. (vs .
25) "Let us not be desirous o f
vain glory, provoking one an -
other, envying one another ."
(vs. 26) If a brother has made a
mistake, seek to help him, do-
ing it in the spirit of meekness ,
"considering thyself, lest tho u
also be tempted"—vs . I

"Bear ye one another's bur-

dens, and so fulfil the law of

Christ . For if a man thinketh

himself to be something, when

he is nothing, he deceiveth him -
self ." (vss. 2, 3) . The "burdens"
here referred to are apparently
the trials associated with bein g
"overtaken in a fault " In case s
like this we should use ever y
opportunity to encourage and
comfort the brethren .

"Let every man prove his own
work, and then shall he have
rejoicing in himself alone"
Phillips' translation reads : "Let
every man learn to assess prop-
erly the value of his own work
and he then can be glad when
he has done something wort h
doing without depending on the
approval of others." The nex t
verse Phillips translates : "Fo r
every man must shoulder his
own pack . "

It is a Christian privilege to
help others. This is indeed lov e
in action. On the other hand ,
we should realize that we hav e
to "shoulder our own pack" We
cannot expect the brethren to
do for us what we can do, with
the Lord's help, for ourselves .
We have loads which we should
not expect others to carry for
us.

QUESTIONS

Explain Jesus' reply as to wh y
he ate with sinners and pub-
licans .

Should we expect others to
carry our load for us?
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Christian Life and Doctrine

Filled with the Spiri t

"Be filled with the Spirit ; speaking to yourselves in psalm s

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melod y

in your heart to the Lord ."—Ephesians 5 :18, 19

THE expression, "filled with the Spirit," is used a numbe r
of times in the New Testament, but not always with th e
same meaning. It was first spoken by an angel in a procla-
mation to Zacharias concerning his wife Elizabeth, assurin g
him that in answer to his prayer she would bear a son, an d
that his name should be called John. The angel further
said, "Thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many shall
rejoice at his birth . For he shall be great in the sight o f
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink ;
and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from hi s
mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall
he turn to the Lord their God ." (Luke 1 :14-16) Here the
thought simply is that John the Baptist would be endue d
with God's power and blessing to enable him to accomplis h
a special work of reformation in Israel .

In Luke 1 :41 we are told that Mary, the mother of Jesus ,
visited Elizabeth, and when Elizabeth heard her salutatio n
"the babe leaped in her womb ; and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit ." This denotes Elizabeth's great rejoic-
ing over the miraculous events which were occurring in
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connection with her and Mary . The Spirit or power of God

was being exercised through both these women, and t o

their great joy.

Luke 1:67 informs us that Zacharias was "filled with th e

Holy Spirit, and prophesied ." Here is a work of the Holy

Spirit similar to what occurred during Old Testament time s

when the prophets "spake as they were moved by th e
Holy Spirit." (II Pet. 1:21) Zacharias was undoubtedly hap-
pily in harmony with the truth, and enthusiastic over th e

prophecy which the Holy Spirit enabled him to utter, bu t
the Spirit did not beget him to a new life, neither did i t

fill him with the fruits of righteousness .

In John 3:34 it is said concerning Jesus: "He whom God

hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not

the Spirit by measure unto him ." This surely implies tha t

Jesus was "filled with the Holy Spirit ." He was so filled ,

and so overwhelmingly controlled by it in his every

thought and word and deed, that everything he said an d

every act of his consecrated, Spirit-filled life expresse d

the mind or will of his Father who sent him . Jesus' filling

with the Spirit occurred at Jordan, although even befor e

this there was a certain preparation, in that he doubtles s

had acquainted himself well with the Spirit-inspired testi-
mony contained in the "volume of the book" ; that is, the

Old Testament Scriptures .

As we have noted in a previous article, the Spirit of God
came upon Jesus as a miraculous revealing power, enablin g

him to understand the meaning of the Old Testament

Scriptures. And besides this, the Spirit which filled Jesus '

life empowered him to perform miracles—to cast out

devils, open blind eyes, cleanse the lepers, heal the sick ,

and raise the dead . Not all the Lord's followers may ex-

pect to be filled with the Spirit in this sense .

When the promise to send the Holy Spirit was fulfille d
at Pentecost, there were miraculous manifestations of this
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"shedding forth" of the holy power of God. One of thes e
is mentioned in Acts 2 :4, which reads, "They were al l
filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with othe r
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance ." Here, being
"filled with the Spirit" denotes another miraculous exer-
cise of divine power, enabling those who were "filled" to
speak in foreign tongues without the necessity of previous
study. This was not unlike the manner in which the Hol y
Spirit empowered Jesus to perform miracles . Later, in
fact, the apostles performed miracles other than speakin g
with tongues .

In Acts 9 :17 our attention is called to a similar instanc e
involving a filling with the Spirit . In this case it is Saul o f
Tarsus, who, struck down by a blinding light on the way t o
Damascus, and hearing the question, "Saul, Saul, why per-
secutest thou me?" had, by the Lord's direction, gone to a
certain home in Damascus to await further instruction s
from the Lord. Those instructions were sent to him by a
disciple named Ananias . Entering the room where he foun d
the converted persecutor of the church, Ananias said,
"Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unt o
thee in the way as thou tamest, hath sent me, that thou
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Hol y
Spirit." Saul, or Paul, was appointed by God to take th e
place of Judas, and it was essential, therefore, that he b e
"filled with the Spirit" even as the other apostles were a t
Pentecost. And he was thus filled, because he was able t o
perform miracles and speak with tongues, even as they .

One of the powers given Jesus and the apostles by th e
miraculous infilling of the Spirit was the ability to rea d
the hearts of those with whom they came in contact . It

was upon this basis that Jesus was able to call the Phari-
sees hypocrites . Paul was given this ability. In Acts 13:6-12
we are presented with a very interesting example of this .
"Elymas the sorcerer" undertook to interfere with Paul' s
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work, especially Paul's effort to interest a certain "deputy "

in the Gospel of Christ. We read, "Then Saul, (who also is

called Paul,) filled with the Holy Spirit, set his eyes o n

him [the sorcerer], and said, 0 full of all subtlety and al l

mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all right-
eousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways o f
the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upo n

thee and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a

season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a

darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him b y

the hand." Paul was able to execute this punishment upon

the sorcerer because he was "filled with the Holy Spirit . "

A further miraculous manifestation of the infilling of

the Holy Spirit is recounted by Paul in his letter to th e
church at Rome, chapter 15, verses 18 and 19 . Paul writes ,

"I will not dare to speak of any of those things whic h

Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles

obedient, by word and deed, through mighty signs and

wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God ; so that from

Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have full y

preached the Gospel of Christ ." Every ambassador o f

Christ should preach the Gospel by the power of the Hol y

Spirit, but it was given to the twelve apostles alone to pro -

claim the message against a background of "mighty sign s

and wonders ."

All Disciples May Be Filled

While Jesus and the apostles were the only ones of the

new creation class who were "filled with the Spirit" in th e

sense of being endued with miracle-working power fro m

God, all the true disciples of the Master may be "fille d

with the Spirit" in the sense that God's thoughts and plan s

as revealed in his Word, and his will for them, become th e

all-absorbing, all-consuming, overwhelming power in thei r

lives. It is this that is indicated in our text .
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Immediately preceding this admonition, and in contras t
with it, Paul writes, "Be not drunk with wine, wherein i s
excess; but be ye filled with the Spirit." Clearly the refer-
ence here is to the intoxicating effect of strong drink . To
be "drunk with wine" means to be brought fully unde r
the control of its intoxicating power . One who is thus in-
toxicated is unable properly to exercise his own mind .
This is wrong, Paul indicates, and instead of this, th e
Christian should endeavor to be "filled with the Spirit . "
The thought is that if we are filled with the Spirit ou r
fleshly minds will also be rendered subservient, not to th e
stupifying effect of alcohol, but to the will of God . God's
thoughts, revealing his will through his written Word, wil l
take control, so that our chief concern—yes, our only con-
cern in all things—will be to do his will .

Filling Through Fellowshi p

Having written this exhortation to be "filled with the
Spirit," Paul then suggests one of the ways it can be ac-
complished . It is through "speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melod y
in your heart to the Lord ." In a general ways this suggests
the privilege and the value of Christian fellowship in
terms of being "filled with the Spirit ." In this text Pau l
seems primarily to be describing a "praise service"—th e
use of "spiritual songs ."

The inspirational power of music is well known . The
martial strains of a military band have encouraged many
young men to die for their country. So the "psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs" of the Christian have an in-
spirational value in his life. When sung together, as in an

assembly, the result is salutary, helping all who participat e
to be more fully devoted to the Lord through the renounc-
ing of self-will that the will of God might rule more full y
in their consecrated lives .
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As a rule, however, these sessions of united praise t o

the Lord are not a large factor in any congregation of the
saints. On the other hand, the entire plan of God for hi s
"new creation" and for the world is as a melodious, har-
monious song. Indeed, it is designated the "song of Mose s
and the Lamb." (Rev. 15:3) In Psalm 40 :3 and also in Reve-

lation 14:3, it is described as a "new song." This marvel-
ously harmonious unfolding of God's eternal purpose
through Christ Jesus, as set forth by the Holy Spiri t
throughout God's written Word, when understood and ap-
preciated, eclipses every other consideration of life . To
know it, to believe it, to obey it, to have our lives con-

sumed by it, is to be "filled with the Spirit . "

Sincere, energetic Bible study is, then, one of the potent

means of being "filled with the Spirit." Because of our

faulty memories we cannot expect to read the promises o f

God once and retain them in our minds . Besides, the Bible

is so written that almost every time we open its Spirit -

inspired pages we see some rare gem of truth never befor e

noticed. The poet has well said ,

"'Tis a mine, aye deeper too ,

Than can mortal ever g o
Search we may for many years ;
Still some new rich gem appears ."

And as we thus plumb deeper and deeper into the re-
vealing thoughts of God recorded in the Word, and ou r

minds and hearts yield in a rejoicing desire to bring ou r

lives into harmony with each revealing ray of light tha t

beams forth from it, we become increasingly filled wit h

the Holy Spirit . Jesus received the Spirit without measure .

This was because he was perfect . We are imperfect. The

"motions of sins" in our "flesh" bar the complete infilling

of the Spirit for which our hearts yearn . (Rom. 7:5) Yet

we can, and should, strive to be more and more emptied o f
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self that the Holy Spirit might fill and more fully contro l
our thinking, our speaking, and our acting .

Filled Through Praye r

Jesus said to his disciples, "If ye then, being evil, kno w
how to give good gifts unto your children : how much more
shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to the m
that ask him?" (Luke 11 :13) Here is an important promise ,
for it assures us that one of the means of being "fille d
with the Spirit" is through prayer . Through prayer, we
claim the promises of God, and since we know he want s
us to be filled with his Spirit, it is proper, and needful ,
that we earnestly petition him to this end.

But we should not expect a miraculous answer to ou r
prayers for the Holy Spirit . The miracle-working power of
God has already operated in furnishing us with his writte n
Word, the source of his thoughts for all the "new creation "

class. It is true, of course, that God still uses his unlimite d
power in shaping his providences for us, that we might b e
brought into contact with his Word . He has given his angels
charge over us to see that nothing can happen which wil l
defeat his purpose in our lives . But in asking him for hi s
Spirit, we must not expect that God will miraculously fil l
our minds with his thoughts .

When we ask God for his Holy Spirit, we must co-operat e

with him in the zealous use of the provision he has made
whereby we might be filled. We must go to his Word . I f
we could but fully realize, as the consecrated people o f
God, that when we open the pages of the Bible and read it s
wonderful messages, we are looking into the mind of ou r
Heavenly Father, and there discovering his will for us, an d
his thoughts toward us, how much more precious woul d
be the hours spent in the study of his Word! Actually, the y
are hours spent with God . David wrote that God's thoughts
to "us-ward" are more than can be numbered . (Ps. 40 :5 )
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Those thoughts are in the written Word, put there by th e
power of the Holy Spirit, that in studying it we may b e

"filled with the Spirit . "

Fruits of the Spiri t

The infilling of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the chil-
dren of God is manifested in the fruits of righteousness .

Paul wrote to the brethren at Rome, "Now the God of

hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye

may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Spirit .

And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, tha t

ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, abl e

also to admonish one another." (Rom. 15 :13, 14) Here we

observe that being filled with joy and peace is a result o f

the indwelling Spirit of God . To be filled with the Spiri t

also means to be "full of goodness," and "filled with al l

knowledge ."

In Ephesians 3 :19 Paul describes being "filled with th e
Spirit" as being "filled with all the fulness of God ." Ob-
viously, God does not personally enter into his people, bu t

his Spirit does, his holy thoughts, which he has caused to

be mirrored through his Word . Paul also speaks of Chris t

dwelling in our hearts. We will quote this whole revealing

passage. Paul prays "that he [God] would grant you, ac -

cording to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with

might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may

dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted an d

grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with al l

saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, an d

height; and to know the love of Christ, which passet h

[human] knowledge, that ye might be filled with all th e

fulness of God."—Eph. 3:16-19

In Philippians 1:9-11 Paul, without using the words Hol y

Spirit, nevertheless reveals some of the qualities of a

Spirit-filled life . We quote : "This I pray, that your love
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may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in al l
judgment; that ye may approve things that are excellent ;
that ye may be sincere and without offense till the day o f
Christ; being filled with the fruits of righteousness, whic h

are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God ."
No one could be filled with the "fruits of righteousness "

without being "filled with the Spirit," for the fruits o f

righteousness are the fruits of the Holy Spirit of God, th e
result of the Holy Spirit of truth working in the hear t

and life .

Again, in Colossians 1 :8-11 we read, "Who [Epaphras ]
also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. For this caus e
we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray
for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with th e
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual under-

standing; that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto al l
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasin g
in the knowledge of God ; strengthened with all might, ac -
cording to his glorious power [Spirit], unto all patience an d
long-suffering with joyfulness ."

This is a remarkable summary of many of the thing s
which result from being "filled with the Spirit ." It means
to be "filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdo m
and spiritual understanding." If we are thus filled, we will
"walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing ." Also, we will
be "fruitful in every good work," the "fruit of the Spirit "

being abundantly manifested in our daily lives. Being

"filled with the Spirit" also results in an increasing knowl-
edge of the Lord, through the Word of truth, which, i n
turn, will lead to our being "strengthened with all might ,

according to his glorious power ." This power, this strength

of the Lord which is the daily portion of the Spirit-fille d
life, enables the Christian to be patient in trial, and long -
suffering in the face of every difficulty—not merely in th e
sense of enduring what cannot be changed, but with
"joyfulness ."
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The Holy Spirit of truth with which every Gospel Ag e

saint of God may, and will, be filled if he is living up t o

his privileges, is a gift from God . Paul mentions some of

its characteristics in his second letter to Timothy . He

speaks of stirring up the "gift of God" which was i n

Timothy. Then Paul adds, "For God hath not given us th e

spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a soun d

mind ."

As we have seen, the Spirit of God is a Spirit of power .

His Spirit-inspired Word is a mighty power in the lives o f

those who yield to its directives, and are strengthened by

its promises. Besides, the Spirit of God, operating throug h

whatever agencies he may choose to shape his providence s

in our lives, is "Almighty . " He alone, through the instruc-
tions of his Word, and in whatever other ways his wisdo m

may choose, is able to cause "all things to work together "

for the good of his people. (Rom. 8 :28) His record o f

achievement always has been, is now, and ever shall be ,

perfect. Can we doubt his mercy, his ability, who throug h

life has been our Guide ?

The Spirit of God with which his people are filled is als o

one of love . It displaces selfishness, and all of its character-

istics of envy, malice, hatred, and strife . It leads to self-

sacrifice on behalf of others and kindliness in association

with them. Christians who lack these qualities may ques-

tion the extent to which they are "filled with the Spirit . "

Paul says that God has also given us the "spirit of a

sound mind." This is because he has given us his own

thoughts, his own mind, by which, in our consecration, w e

have agreed to be governed. The Holy Spirit of God doe s

not change the contour of the brain to give us soundnes s

of mind. It is simply that we have renounced our own will

and ways, and are endeavoring to be guided in our

thoughts, words, and actions by the holy thoughts of Go d
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as he has miraculously caused them to be recorded in hi s
written Word .

The mind or will of God which guides the Christian may

not seem "sound" in the judgment of the world. In fact ,

the reverse is true . When the Apostle Paul reasoned on the

truth before King Agrippa and Festus, this latter Roma n

ruler of Judea replied, "Paul, thou art beside thyself ; much

learning doth make thee mad ." (Acts 26:24) The Greek

word here translated "learning" is the same one used b y
Paul in II Timothy 3 :15 and translated "Scriptures . "

In this latter text Paul notes that from a child Timoth y

had known the "Holy Scriptures"—the "Scriptures" whic h

in the next verse he says were given "by inspiration of
God," and therefore profitable for "doctrine, for reproof ,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness ."

Evidently Festus recognized that Paul's reasoning wa s
based upon the sacred writings of the Old Testament, an d
his claim was that these had made Paul "mad ." Surely
Festus did not consider that the study of the Scripture s

had given Paul the "spirit of a sound mind ." Paul's reply
was, "I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak fort h

the words of truth and soberness ." (Acts 26:25) Yes, all the

Spirit-inspired words in the "volume of the book" are

"words of truth and soberness ." To the extent the Lord's

people set aside their own reasoning and their own prefer-

ences and ways, and are governed by the inspired "words

of truth and soberness," they will have the "spirit of a

sound mind ."

But, as we have noted, the Christian's mind is not soun d

according to human standards. Peter, before he had re-
ceived the Holy Spirit, did not think Jesus was bein g
guided by a "sound mind" in voluntarily surrendering

himself to his enemies to be put to death . Paul's friends

did not think he was acting wisely by insisting on going t o
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Jerusalem where he knew that bonds and imprisonment
awaited him . It is true, nevertheless, that the Holy Spirit of
truth does direct those who are controlled by it to la y
down their lives in sacrifice. Paul admonished that w e
present our bodies a living sacrifice, explaining that thi s
is our "reasonable" service—a service ; that is, which by
God's standards -are based on reason, reflecting the exercis e
of a "sound mind."—Rom. 12 : 1

Paul sums up beautifully what it means to have th e
spirit of a sound mind and to be "filled with the Spirit . "
He says, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hat h
prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spirit : for the Spirit searcheth al l

things, yea, the deep things of God . For what man know-

eth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in

him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but th e

Spirit of God . Now we have received, not the spirit of the

world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we might know

the things that are freely given to us of God . Which thing s

also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teach-
eth, but which the Holy Spirit teacheth ; comparing spiritual

things with spiritual . But the natural man receiveth no t

the things of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishnes s
unto him : neither can he know them, because they ar e
spiritually discerned."—I Cor . 2:9-14
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The Conversion of Pete r

"And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath de -

sired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat : but I hav e

prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art

converted, strengthen thy brethren . And he said, Lord, I a m

ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death ."—

Luke 22:31-33

THE working of divine providence in the life of the

Apostle Peter from the time he was called by Jesus to be a

fisher of men is both enlightening and encouraging. Peter

was convinced that Jesus was the foretold Messiah ; that he

had come to break the Roman yoke of bondage over Israe l

and to set up his kingdom of promise which would begin

its work of blessing at Jerusalem, and finally extend it s

sphere of influence throughout the whole earth . None of

the apostles prior to Pentecost understood that there were

to be two phases to the kingdom of God. They knew only

of the earthly phase of that kingdom .

Throughout his ministry Jesus had indicated to his dis-

ciples in one way or another that if they were faithful to

him they would be given a share in the rulership phase o f

this kingdom; but even this was, in the beginning, merely

an earthly hope, because they believed that the messiani c

kingdom was to be earthly. While they doubtless knew o f

the manner in which the miracle-working power of Go d

had frequently operated in Old Testament times, the y
seemed bound by their limited vision of truth to the ide a
that the Messiah would establish his powerful governmen t
by a kingly display of power which would cause the Roma n
soldiers to capitulate before him as he marched to glor y

heading his little band of faithful followers who would
share his kingdom glory with him .
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True, Jesus had indicated to his disciples that he ex-
pected to die—that he would give his flesh for the life of

the world—but this was among the things which they did

not understand until they were reminded of them by Jesus

after his resurrection, and by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost .

He gave them a parable concerning "a certain nobleman "

who went into a far country to receive a kingdom and t o

return. He gave this parable because his disciples believe d

that his kingdom was to "immediately appear ."—

Luke 19:11

But the full meaning of this parable seems also to have

escaped the disciples . To them the kingdom was at hand ,
and they did not want to believe anything else . So, as the
ministry of Jesus drew nearer to a close he announced to
his disciples that he was going to Jerusalem, where he ex-
pected to be arrested and put to death . (Matt . 16:21) This
was beyond Peter's ability to understand . If Jesus wer e
truly the Messiah, and had come to establish the powerful
and world-wide kingdom of promise, why would he sur-
render himself to his enemies in Jerusalem and allow the m

to put him to death ?

So Peter said to Jesus, "Be it far from thee, Lord : this

shall not be unto thee." Then Jesus said to Peter, "Ge t

thee behind me, Satan : thou art an offence unto me : for
thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those tha t

be of men." (Matt. 16:22, 23) Jesus' covenant of sacrific e

with his Heavenly Father required his death, and any in-
fluence—even the earnest advice of his good friend Pete r

—which was contrary to this was not of the Lord, but the

expression of a human point of view, suggested, as Jesu s

indicated, by the great adversary, Satan .

God's Way

Jesus continued and said to his disciples, "If any ma n
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up hi s
cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall
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lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shal l

find it." (vss. 24, 25) But this was a great truth which wa s
quite beyond the ability of the disciples at that time t o
understand, and seemingly Peter resisted it .

It was only a short time after this that Jesus passed
through his ordeal in the Garden of Gethsemane ; and when
the mob from Jerusalem appeared to arrest him Peter
drew his sword in an effort to protect his Master . He had
advised him against going to Jerusalem in the first place ,
and now he was determined to prevent his arrest an d
death if he possibly could. Jesus commanded Peter to pu t
away his sword, for, if he wished, he could ask his Heaven-
ly Father, who would send him twelve legions of angels ,
to protect him . Jesus did not need Peter's help, nor did h e
ask his Father to send the guardian angels to protect him ,
for he knew that it was the Father's will for him to die —
"The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drin k
it?"—John 18 :11

But all the while Peter continued to believe that Jesu s
was making a mistake . Certainly a dead Messiah could no t

establish a messianic kingdom at Jerusalem and assure th e
whole world of peace, health, security, and life . He went
to the judgment hall where the Master was hailed befor e
the high priest, possibly hoping he might still have an op-
portunity to help him . But this also ended in near disaste r
for Peter, and he fled from the trial chamber weeping be -
cause he had denied the Master .

The Third Day

Early in the morning on the third day after his cruci-
fixion Jesus was raised from the dead . Mary Magdalene ,
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had gone to th e
tomb of the Master to anoint his body with spices . Suddenly
an angel appeared to them, explaining that Jesus was n o
longer in the tomb ; that he had been raised from the dead .
Then the angel directed these devout women to go thei r
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way, and "tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth befor e
you into Galilee : there shall ye see him, as he said unt o
you."—Mark 16 :1- 7

It would seem that there is real meaning attached to th e
fact that in addition to directing the women to tell the dis-
ciples about the resurrection, Peter should be singled ou t
specially to receive this message . It was Peter who had ad-
vised Jesus not to surrender himself to his enemies an d
allow them to put him to death. It was Peter who, with hi s
sword, attempted to prevent the Master's arrest . It was t o
Peter that Jesus had said, "Get thee behind me, Satan ."
And Peter heard the explanation that those who lose thei r
lives in sacrifice, as Jesus did, would save their lives .

So when Peter had this message specially delivered t o
him that his Master had been raised from the dead, what a
flood of reflections must have swept over him! Now h e
would know one thing for a surety ; namely, that Jesus had
not lost his life, even though he allowed himself to be pu t
to death. But no doubt Peter was still firm in his belie f
that one should not be punished for doing good ; that only

evildoers should be punished . To him any other viewpoin t

would be contrary to sound reasoning .

On the Shore of Galilee

Jesus appeared to his disciples a number of times befor e
he returned to the heavenly courts, and one of these ap-
pearances was on the shore of Galilee, or Tiberias. Here
Jesus took occasion to question Peter concerning his love :
"Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? "
On the eve of the crucifixion Peter avowed that eve n
though all men, or the disciples, forsook Jesus, he woul d
not; that he would die for him . Now Jesus was asking him ,
in view of his denial, if he still loved him more than di d
the other disciples .

Peter replied, "Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love
thee." Jesus replied, "Feed my lambs." Jesus asked the
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same question again, and Peter's answer was affirmative .

And then the third time, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest tho u

me?" Then "Peter was grieved because he said unto him

the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him ,

Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that I love

thee."—John 21:15-17

This was a remarkable reply! Peter had been rebuke d

and thwarted by Jesus, and it seems likely that the Maste r

was eliciting from him this confession before the others s o

they might know that Peter was holding nothing in hi s

heart against his Lord. Peter's expression, "Thou knowes t

all things," might well be predicated on the fact that Jesu s

predicted that he would deny him, even though Peter ha d
said that he would die for his Master. In any case, the at-
mosphere was now cleared, and Peter received the comis-
sion to feed the Lord's sheep, which would help to estab-
lish in his mind the fact that Jesus still held him in hig h

esteem and confidence .

"Tarry at Jerusalem "

For a period of forty days after his resurrection Jesu s

made intermittent appearances to his disciples . The record

states that "he showed himself alive after his passion by

many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, an d
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God ."
—Acts 1 :3

His last appearance was a notable one . At this time the
apostles asked Jesus, "Lord, wilt thou at this time restor e
again the kingdom to Israel?" They still clung to the hop e
of the kingdom—that earthly kingdom which would firs t
of all restore Israel to her freedom and then extend it s

blessings to all nations . They had learned much through

the death and the resurrection of Jesus, but they had no t
yet discerned that there were two phases to the kingdo m

of God—the heavenly and the earthly—and that the gath-
ering of those who would qualify for the heavenly phas e
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was just beginning .

Jesus' reply to the disciples' question was straightfor-
ward. He said, "It is not for you to know the times or th e
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power."
(Acts 1:7) He had just told them to tarry at Jerusalem unti l
they received the Holy Spirit, and that then, beginning a t
Jerusalem, they were to be his witnesses to all nations .
Thus a further long wait for the kingdom was indicated .

Pentecost

Shortly Pentecost came, and with it the outpouring o f
the Holy Spirit . Through the power of the Spirit many
things which Jesus had said to them were brought to thei r
memory, and they were enlightened with respect to th e
deeper meaning of the death of Jesus . Peter preached a
sermon that day, and in it he quoted Psalm 16 :10, to show
that Jesus' death and resurrection had been foretold in th e
Old Testament. Here was the man who only a short time
before had tried to prevent the death of Jesus, believing i t
would thwart the plan of God concerning his messiahship !

But now, as a result of the enlightenment of the Hol y
Spirit, he had experienced the "conversion" which Jesus
referred to when, on the night before the crucifixion he
said to him, "When thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren ." This was not a conversion from sin to righteous-
ness, but a conversion from one viewpoint to another .
Peter held to the common human viewpoint that only evil -
doers should suffer, and he knew that Jesus was not an
evildoer, so he tried to save his life . Now he knew that the
plan of human redemption called for the suffering an d
death of innocent ones, and that it was the divine will tha t
the holy One Jesus should voluntarily submit to being pu t
to death by his enemies . What a conversion this was !

To a Lively Hope

How disconsolate all the disciples must have been whe n
their Messiah was taken from them and crucified! No t
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realizing that they were talking to the risen Lord, two o f

them later said, "We trusted that it had been he which
should have redeemed [restored] Israel," the implicatio n
being that now they no longer so trusted, that their hope s
in him as the Messiah had been dashed.—Luke 24:21

And how wonderful was their hope which centered i n
Jesus! They saw Israel restored to freedom and the de-
scendant of David enthroned in Jerusalem . They saw them-
selves sharing in his glory, for had he not promised tha t

those who had left all to follow him would, when he sat
upon the throne of his glory, also sit on thrones, judgin g
the twelve tribes of Israel? (Matt . 19:28) True, the hop e
they entertained was an earthly one, but it was glorious .
Temporarily that hope was lost when Jesus was crucified .

But not for long. Later Peter wrote, "Blessed be the Go d
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according t o
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a livel y

[living] hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from th e

dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and

that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who ar e

kept by the power of God through faith unto salvatio n

ready to be revealed in the last time."—I Pet. 1 :3- 5

How meaningful was the fact that they had been "be -

gotten again" to a living hope, and not only that, but to a

hope of life which was far grander than they had know n
anything about when they walked with Jesus in the flesh .
Now they were begotten "to an inheritance incorruptible ,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heav-
en for you, who are kept by the power of God throug h
faith unto [the great] salvation ready to be revealed in th e
last time . "

Prior to the death of Jesus, when they had labored s o
faithfully with him throughout Israel, they knew nothin g

about a heavenly inheritance . Now they did! They had
thought then that their reward was at hand, and that they
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would soon be reigning with Christ . Now they knew that

their reward would not be realized until "revealed in th e
last time," even though they doubtless felt that "the las t

time" was close at hand.

Strengthening the Brethren

Jesus told Peter that when he was "converted" he wa s
to strengthen the brethren, and in his first epistle we fin d
him so doing. He begins by pointing out the fact that the

sufferings of Christ had been foretold by the prophet s

through the power of the Holy Spirit . Peter says that, "it

[the Holy Spirit] testified beforehand the sufferings o f

Christ, and the glory that should follow ."—I Pet. 1 :11

Later in the epistle Peter explains that the footstep fol-
lowers of Jesus share in these foretold sufferings . He

writes, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fier y

trial which is to try you, as though some strange thin g

happened unto you : but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par-

takers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be

revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy ." (I Pet.

4:12, 13) When one suffers it is a great source of strengt h

to know the reason for it, and here Peter is reminding u s
that there is the best possible reason for our suffering a s
Christians; that reason being that it is the divine will, hav-
ing been foretold by God's holy prophets .

Again Peter writes, "What glory is it, if, when ye b e

buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if ,
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, thi s

is acceptable with God . For even hereunto were ye called :
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example ,
that ye should follow his steps." (I Pet. 2:20, 21) Peter was
grieved when he saw Jesus suffer for well-doing, bu t
through his conversion he came to understand that thi s
was the divine will for his Master, and that it is now God' s
will for Jesus' disciples .

We quote Peter again on the subject of Christian suffer -
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ing: "Who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers o f
that which is good? But and if ye suffer for righteousness '
sake, happy are ye : and be not afraid of their terror ,
neither be troubled." (I Pet. 3:13,14) We have a good ex -
ample in Jesus of the principle involved in this exhorta-
tion—"Who . . .will harm you, if ye be followers of that
which is good?" True, they brought cruel suffering upo n
Jesus. They placed a crown of thorns on his head, and they
hung him on a cross until he died, but they did not har m
him! They only completed the sacrifice of his humanity —

the sacrifice which he had covenanted with his Father to
make.

As a new creature Jesus was not harmed. All that hap-
pened to him was that through death and the resurrectio n

he exchanged his cross for a crown. And it will be th e

same way with us if we continue faithfully to lay down ou r

lives following in the Master's footsteps . This is what i s

involved in what Jesus said to Peter prior to his crucifixion ;
that one saves his life by voluntarily losing it through
sacrifice .

God's Care

How welcome should be Peter's admonition, "Casting al l
your care upon him ; for he careth for you." (I Pet. 5:7)
God's care of his people is exercised in many ways—
through the Holy Spirit ; by the guardian angels ; through

his Word of truth, and by our association with the breth-
ren. We need all these helps, especially when we are suf-
fering with Christ. When everything is going well w e
might be inclined to overlook the need of God's care . But
we need him all the time, in fair weather and in storms ;

and may we never fail to seek the throne of heavenly grac e

in our every time of need .

Peter adds that we are to "be sober," and to "be vigilant ;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walk-
eth about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist sted-
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fast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are ac-

complished in your brethren that are in the world ." (I Pet .
5:8, 9) Satan attacks the Lord's people along many lines ,

but here the apostle seems to be reminding us that hi s

attacks will come through efforts to discourage us because

of our afflictions; and indeed this is one of Satan's method s

of attacks .

But we are to resist these attacks through stedfastnes s
in the faith—the "most holy faith," of course . It is through

the most holy faith that we understand the reason for

Christian suffering. If we do not know why we are suffer-

ing we are very vulnerable indeed to Satan's endeavors t o

discourage us. But how different it is when we know that
we have been called to suffer with Christ—to enter into a

covenant with the Lord by sacrifice ; to take up our cros s

and follow Him .

The enlightened Christian who is faithfully laying down

his life will not ask why he is suffering, but will rejoice in

the fact that he is a partaker of the sufferings of Christ ,
and will in God's due time partake of his glory . The en-

lightened Christian, rejoicing in the most holy faith, will

realize that Christ suffered and died as man's Redeemer ,

and that he has been invited to die with him, to be planted

together in the likeness of his death that he might also b e

in the likeness of his resurrection .

He will know that it will be in that "first resurrection"
that he will enter into his heavenly inheritance, and have

the privilege and honor to be associated with Jesus in th e

promised blessing of all the families of the earth . He know s
that eventually all suffering and death will be destroyed ,

and the whole earth will be filled with the Lord's glory .

For these reasons he will not allow Satan's roars to frighte n

him, and will continue to cast all his cares upon the Lord .
0
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The British Section

Ptayes anK (Oak

"Let my prayer be set before
thee as incense ; and the lift-
ing up of my hands as th e
evening sacrifice ."

—Psalm 141 :2

PRAYER is one of the great-
est blessings enjoyed by the
Christian. It is the privilege
of holding communion and
fellowship with the great
Creator of the universe, who ,
through justification and be-
getting of the Spirit, has be -
come our Heavenly Father ,
having brought us out of the
condemned and dying famil y
of Adam into the spiritua l
family of God. Just as a fath-
er is pleased to have his chil-
dren come to him with prop-
er, suitable requests, so ou r
Heavenly Father is please d
that we should come to him
with suitable and scriptura l
requests, asking him for
things according to his will.

And this it would seem i s
what the psalmist speciall y
had in mind in the statement,

"Let my prayer be set forth
before thee as incense ." This
scripture intimates that
prayer was pictured by the
sweet incense offered by the
high priest when, on the da y
of atonement, he came int o
the most holy with the bloo d
of the bullock, and again with
the blood of the goat .—Lev .
16:12-15

Incense was again offered
when the seven lamps in th e
holy were trimmed and re-
plenished with oil every
morning and evening . (Exod .
30:7, 8) As this incense, spe-
cially compounded for the
priest's offering, produced a
very sweet perfume, so true
prayer to our Father is very
acceptable in his sight. Hence
the psalmist says in substance ,
Let my prayer rise to him ac-
ceptably, as the incense of-
fered by the typical priest s
gave off a sweet odour as i t
ascended from the golden

altar .

And that prayer from a con-
secrated heart which ascends
more frequently than any
other, is a prayer for the Holy
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Spirit . When we pray for this
gift we pray for something
that is all-inclusive, more s o
than anything else . It is th e
prayer our Lord tells us w e
should particularly offer, and
one our Heavenly Father is
specially pleased to answer.
(Luke 11 :13) For instance, i f
we pray for more light upo n
the Word of God it is tanta-
mount to praying for more of
the Holy Spirit to guide us
into, and enable us to grasp ,
the truth. If we pray for
grace to help us in time of
need, we are praying for mor e
of the Lord's Spirit that w e
might be strengthened there -
by to overcome. If we pray fo r
more opportunities of servic e
and courage to use them wise-

ly, we are again praying fo r
the same gracious Spirit ; for
the Father knows that a
greater measure of his Spirit
would be necessary if our

scope of service be enlarged ,
and such opportunities use d
faithfully will at the sam e
time enable, us to develo p
more of this same gracious
spirit of holiness .

The sweet incense which
arose from the golden alta r

and preceded the high priest
as he entered into the most

holy with the blood of the bul-
lock showed the acceptable-
ness of the offering thu s
brought. The incense which
ascended to God when the
lamps were trimmed and re-
plenished with oil foreshad-
owed the same lesson. So we ,
called to be members of the
antitypical priesthood — the
royal priesthood — realise the
acceptableness with God of
the sacrifice of Jesus, the an-
titypical bullock, that his sac-
rifice was a propitiation, an
atonement, for our sins, that
we are accepted in the Be-
loved, and thus only, and that
our prayers ascend as sweet
incense only when offered in
his name, and in accord with
his will .

We remember too, that a s
the continual replenishing o f

the lamps with oil and th e
trimming of the wicks pic-
tures the renewal of the Hol y

Spirit, and the chastening an d
discipline needed by all th e
members (the true Christian

church pictured by the golden

lampstand), the incense of-
fered at such times shows th e

earnest prayers that must b e
offered as such experience s

come to us; prayers for grace
to help and ability to be right -
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ly exercised when the trim-
ming and discipline become
our portion. The acceptable-
ness of such prayers is shown
by the incense in the type
going beyond the vail int o
the most holy, which apart-
ment Paul tells us represents
in the antitype, "heaven it-
self."—Heb. 9:24

"All for Jesus"

The psalmist continues : "The
lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice ." The lifting
up of the hands would appro-
priately represent the lifting
up of our powers in the Lord's
service: every effort to know
and do his will, to put off th e
old man and put on the new ,
being an effort in this direc-
tion.

The psalmist, speaking fo r

the Lord's people of spiritua l
Israel, prays that this servic e
might be "as the evening sac-
rifice." Every morning Israel's
priests offered a lamb for a
burnt offering. This lamb was
placed upon the brazen or cop -
per altar and burned gradual-

ly until the evening and the n
another was placed there
which burned until the follow-

ing morning. (Exod. 29:38-43 )
These morning and evening

sacrifices appropriately pic-
ture the sacrifice of Jesus, th e
Lamb of God, and especially
the fact that his sacrifice is
continuously efficacious and
acceptable to God for our
sins, and "not for ours only ,
but also for the sins of th e
whole world . "

So the thought seems to b e
that we, as the Lord's follow-
ers, desire our sacrifices an d
service for the Lord, present-
ed in his name and merit, to
be equally acceptable, tha t
they may be as the evening
sacrifice . This the apostle as-
sures us is the case with all

those in Christ . He tells us
that the presentation of our
bodies as a living sacrifice i s
holy and acceptable, and is

our reasonable service .—Rom .
12 : 1

Thus we "glorify God in ou r
body." (I Cor. 6 :20, R . V.) And
the psalmist's reference seems

clearly to teach that because
we are in Christ our service
may be as acceptable to ou r

Heavenly Father as the offer-
ing of his well-beloved Son ,
typified by the lamb of the

evening sacrifice. Thank Go d
for such wonderful provision s
of his grace!

	

q
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Vineyard Echoes

The Portrush Conventio n

ONCE again in the Lord's providence we were able to hol d

the Portrush Convention-26th-28th, May 1973 . For eight-

een years the Lord's people have met in this haven o f

peace amidst the beauties of God's natural creation, t o

feast at the table provided by our returned Master and t o

enjoy the fellowship of kindred minds. This year, as for the

past two years, a question mark hung over such a venture .

The conditions created by the turmoil and upheaval in th e

land of Ulster cause some to be hesitant in crossing the

Irish Sea. Yet without the co-operation of brethren from

other parts there might not be a Portrush gathering, fo r

the Lord's people in this land are merely a handful, an d

widely scattered.

Those in the more populated places live under a con-
stant strain, with adverse effect upon nerves and healt h

generally. Many of the population suffer from throat de-

fects believed to be caused by the pollution created by ex -

plosions and the gas sometimes used to disperse riotin g

mobs, besides the strain of living in such conditions da y

after day. Brother Lang suffered for some weeks with a

throat infection which felt as though he had a hair con-
tinually irritating his throat, but we are glad that the res t

at Portrush helped our brother, and we all rejoiced whe n

on the day after the convention he greeted us with th e

news that the pain had gone, and a fortnight later it ha d

not returned .
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Distress and Perplexity

Sounds of gunshot and exploding bombs are a regula r
feature of their everyday life . Our brethren who live and
work in Londonderry are forced to submit to Army
searches of their clothing and personal belongings every
time they embark on a shopping expedition in the city
centre, as the constant vigilance continues for weapons o f
destruction. As I pen these notes an Army helicopter ha s
just flown over Sister Stinson's hotel, continuing what ha s
become a constant search throughout the land for terroris t
activity. Nevertheless, here we can stay in a little oasis o f
peace in this land of terror . We can walk in comparative
quiet and safety, for Portrush has become, not only a tri p
to the seaside, but a means to get away from the fear
which fills the hearts of the people.

As students of God's prophetic Word we know thes e
things must take place, for we are witnessing some of th e
events referred to by our Lord, who said there would b e
"upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity [n o
way out] ." (Luke 21:25) With the sales people in the shops
often asking what is to be the outcome of it all, there i s
frequent opportunity to point to the near-establishment o f
the kingdom, explaining that it will not be so very long
before man's extremity will prove God's opportunity t o
bring peace, life, and happiness, as foretold in our Father' s
Word of truth .

This year it was a small gathering compared wit h
previous occasions, but those present had come fro m
Australia, France, the U . S . A., as well as Scotland an d
England, having once again responded to the plea to come
and help their brethren in Ireland. Although the conven-

tion lasts three days, the first visitors begin to arrive tw o
days early, and some linger for quite a while after th e
majority have returned home . This year three of ou r
visitors stopped over at Portrush on their way to Nigeria ;
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one of them even attended a convention in Los Angele s
on 25th May, another at Ilford, England on 27th, an d
reaching Portrush that same day—emphasising how smal l
the world has become in this age of jet travel .

As is usual on these occasions, each evening before and
after the convention is spent in fellowship around the Word
of God. Friday evening found us studying Psalm 46, whic h
abounds in exhortation and prophecy concerning the day s
in which we live. We have the blessed assurance that whil e
we take note of the troublous times through which mankin d
must pass, God is our refuge and strength . The time ha s
come when everything that can be shaken will be shaken ,
so that the endurable things may remain .

This convention begins with a meal to satisfy our natura l
appetites. Here we can talk personally together of the
goodness of the Lord and of his precious truth whic h
means so much to each of us. Brother Lang then gave us a
warm welcome on behalf of the Irish Brethren . He com-
menced with a word of thankfulness that he had bee n
spared and given health and strength to be amongst us .
He echoed the words of the psalmist that he was glad th e
Lord had called us to go up to his house in order that h e
might speak to us, and so help us along our journey and t o
render unto him more acceptable service .

Dead in the Lord

The speaker that followed reminded us of the blessin g
which comes to those of the Lord's followers who die i n
the Lord. The Scriptures tell of literal death, and that th e
condition of mankind in general is "dead in trespasses an d
sins." We also have reference to those who are dead in
Christ. Although not actually dead, these ones are reckone d
so in God's sight. Paul wrote to the Colossians, "Ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God ." Believers in
Christ who have voluntarily renounced all human hope s
follow their Leader in every experience of life .
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God created humanity with cravings for the good things

of the earth, but when we consecrate ourselves to God' s

service we give up all earthly enjoyments which interfer e
with our service for God . Thus we become dead to earthly
things, and instead covenant to have our minds trans-
formed into the will of God . From the moment of consecra-
tion there is a continual battle against old habits . It is a
mental battle which is won when we, like Jesus, say fro m
the heart, "Not my will, but thine be done ." Our text in
Revelation 14:13 means that a Christian who maintains hi s

dead condition until actual death has the blessing that

comes to the final overcomer .

The words "from henceforth" suggest there is a specia l
blessing beginning at a certain time, and the context indi-
cates it refers to the members of the body of Christ . The
time is the period of the Master's second presence, durin g
the sounding of the seventh trumpet, when the "myster y
of God will be finished ." Those who die in the Lord no w
will not sleep in death, but will be invested "in the twin-
kling of an eye" with their heavenly, spiritual being . If we
endure to the end we shall be of those who will have died
in the Lord from henceforth, changed into his likeness ,

to be forever with the Lord .

An unexpected addition to the programme following this
talk was a public witness meeting in the Portrush Tow n
Hall, featuring the Bible Answers film, "The Beginning
and End of Death." There were fifteen of the public i n
attendance .

The True Knowledge

Sunday began with a "manna service," which was fol-
lowed with greetings from far and near, and as we listene d
we realised the blest tie that binds us all together. Then
we listened to an address entitled, "The True Knowledg e

of God." While knowledge on every subject is more wide -
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spread than ever before, the brother emphasized the im-
portance of spiritual knowledge as far as the child of Go d
is concerned. Theological tracts and writings are generall y
full of doubts, and spiritual knowledge becomes obscure .
The Bible is no longer recognised as the inspired Word o f
God, yet it supplies us with knowledge we could not obtai n
elsewhere. When men turn aside from the Bible they start

to reason among themselves, but human reasoning canno t

solve world problems nor satisfy our spiritual needs .

In Matthew 16:7-10 is the incident when our Lord's dis-
ciples failed to understand his reference to the "leaven o f

the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." They thought he was

speaking of literal bread instead of the doctrine of the

leaders of the people. Our minds operate by the Word of

God through the Holy Spirit. "The preaching of the cros s

is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us . . . it is the
power of God."—I Cor . 1 :18

We were reminded of Noah—who lived in a time of cor-
ruption. The world then was full of violence, similar to

conditions today . Noah was told that there would be a lo t

of rain, and that he was to build a large boat. It must have
seemed strange to build a ship in the midst of a land mas s

—but Noah believed God . He told the people that the
vengeance of God was coming upon the world . He must
have sounded foolish, but he had implicit faith in God .

As soon as the Israelites encountered difficulties and ob-

structions after their release from Egyptian bondage the y

murmured against Moses their leader . On the other hand ,
when the Egyptians perceived the plight of the Israelites ,

they thought only of dead Israelites, and overlooked the

power of God .

The Jews, at the first advent, looked for a Messiah who

would come in power and great glory, instead of as a lowl y

man. The Greeks sought after worldly wisdom, but th e
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Bible reveals the nature of God, how much man need s
God, and the way of salvation . None of us could hav e
reasoned out the plan of God on our own, for God's
thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and his ways highe r
than our ways. As we study his Word, so we imbibe his
knowledge .

A House of Praye r

The convention was blessed with visiting speakers wh o
had not known they would be present when the programm e
was compiled. Some rearranging was therefore needed, s o
that all might benefit. The Sunday afternoon study wa s
withdrawn in favour of two talks, the first of which wa s
entitled, "My Father's House Is a House of Prayer ." The
Israelites were a nation of tent dwellers . God's presence in
their midst abode in a tent. The tabernacle was in a tent ,
and there Israel kept alive their relationship with God .

King David was instructed to build an altar on th e
threshing floor of Oran, the Jebusite ; and later, althoug h
a temple for the Lord was built on that site, David was no t
permitted to be the builder. It was a beautiful building ,
divided into a holy and a most holy . It was built quietly ,
the stones having been prepared beforehand . Here Israe l
were to worship and sacrifice, and God wanted it to b e
unto them a sacred and holy place . At its dedication Go d
told the nation that if they would keep his statutes and d o
all he had commanded, then he would establish the thron e
of their kingdom forever . Israel soon forgot God and hi s
temple, and turned to the images of Baal . The kings o f
Israel and Judah gave presents of the various items in th e
temple to heathen kings, and allowed Baal worship to b e
performed in the temple .

In the New Testament we learn that the church is th e
new spiritual temple, and the experiences of natural Israe l

serve as lessons for spiritual Israel . When Jesus turne d
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the money changers out of the temple he reminded them
that it is written, "My house shall be called the house o f
prayer." (Matt. 21 :13) After this incident Jesus spoke o f
the temple of his body, and Paul later describes Jesus a s
the "chief Cornerstone ." The Apostles are foundatio n
stones, and together we as followers of the Master ar e
growing into a holy temple in the Lord for a habitation fo r
God. As that new spiritual temple we are to be a house o f
prayer .

Prayer is important for the man of God . Our Lord's life
was filled with prayer, and the apostles in their epistle s
exhort the brethren to follow his example, "continuing in-
stant in prayer ." Let us increase the role of prayer in ou r
lives, as we live in his house of prayer .

The Lion

Following this helpful reminder of the need of praye r
in our lives came a talk entitled, "The Lion ." The Word of
God abounds in practical lessons for the child of God . The
natural lion foreshadows the lion of the tribe of Judah ,
our Lord, who was raised for our justification and is no w
at the right hand of God . When the life-style of the lion i s
applied to our Christian life we note that we have to hun t

for our food—search for truth. We are exhorted to fight
the good fight of faith, in the same manner as our Captai n

fought and won all his battles . We must beware lest we
are tempted to bite and devour, and watch lest we wander
from the paths of righteousness .

In Proverbs 30:30 we read that "a lion . . . is strongest
among beasts, and turneth not away for any." How sad it
is in our day that some fall away, to become a tool in th e
Adversary's hand! A weak lion is a sick animal, and in
order to remain spiritually strong we must feed on th e
living bread and drink of the living water . The lion ha s

padded feet and can move quietly when hunting food, s o

too we should walk circumspectly. He exercises great pa -
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tience; he never gives up ; and it is only those who b y
patient continuance in well-doing and seek for eternal lif e

who are victorious. The lion has no fear, and our God ha s

not given us the spirit of fear, but of love, and of a soun d

mind. At every time we are to remember we walk in the
strength of the Lord God .

Pillars in the Templ e

After tea we enjoyed a talk entitled, "Pillars in th e
Temple." "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the

temple." This indicates a work of preparation, for a pilla r

must be strong, upright, and durable . To be stable it must

stand on a firm foundation . (II Tim. 2:19) God himself will

make us perfect, firm, and strong (I Pet. 5 :10), but Pau l

exhorts us to make ourselves strong (Eph. 6:10), and so we

become workers together with God .

"The joy of the Lord is your strength." (Neh . 8:10) "In

quietness and in confidence shall be your strength ." (Isa .

30:15) To become upright we need a point of reference ,

and this is to be found only in our Lord's life while he

walked among men . Nothing of mushroom growth is dur-

able. It may take years to bring a Christian to maturity ,

and God will himself make you strong, after your brie f

period of suffering (I Pet . 5:10 N.E.B.), which Paul calls

the little troubles that are so transitory . We can only view

our experiences in this light if we look not at the "seen "

things, which are transitory, but at the unseen things ,

which are eternal. The experiences which are making u s

stable, strong, upright, and durable are transitory, bu t

when we are established as pillars in the temple the "seen "

things will be no more, and the unseen things will becom e

a glorious reality, as we spend all eternity in the presenc e

of God and our glorified Lord as pillars in God's gloriou s

temple .
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A Saviour

After a night's rest we assembled for the final sessions
which, contrary to the printed programme, covered the
entire day, as we were to hear one of our overseas visitor s
after tea. The first of the two morning talks referred us t o
the words of Isaiah 19:20 : "He shall send them a Saviour, "
a Great One, and which provided a helpful lesson and muc h
encouragement for us in these days of trouble and distres s
of nations. This promise given by the Lord, although ad -
dressed to the people of Egypt, has its full application t o
the world of mankind—the groaning creation—who i n
"this day," because of their great need, require a "grea t
Saviour." They need one who will deliver them from thei r
bondage to every oppressor, including those of sin and
death .

This great Saviour is our returned Lord Jesus, who to-
gether with his body members, his bride, will effect the
great work typified by Moses at the time of the Exodus .
This work not only effected a deliverance of God's peopl e
from bondage to Pharoah, but also brought glory to Israel' s
God. So it will be in "this day," as a result of the work o f
the Deliverer "greater than Moses." A brief survey of this
19th chapter of Isaiah revealed its apt portrayal of presen t
world conditions. God heard the cry and groanings o f
Israel in Egypt, and similarly, when mankind cry unto th e
Lord because of their oppressions, the great Saviour will
be sent for their deliverance . "He shall deliver the needy
when he crieth, the poor also, and him that hath no help-
er." (Ps. 72 :12) It was suggested that God's plan of salva-
tion was corroborated in symbol and in type by the "ston e
witness" referred to in Isaiah 19 :19 and Joshua 22:28. This
Great Saviour, Head and body, are the special care of th e
Heavenly Father, of whom we read, "God is faithful, by
whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son," in
this work of saving grace . (I Cor . 1 :9) Such are loved by
the Father, even as was our Lord .
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The Mind of Christ

Then followed a discourse entitled, "Let This Mind Be i n

You." In his epistles to the Early Church, Paul expresse s
the mind of God through Christ . It was a mind or attitud e
that was intent on doing the Father's will . Jesus sacrificed
or laid down his life unto death, and in like manner Pau l
also suffered in order that the mind of Christ might b e
displayed in his character . After being beaten, and thrust
into the stocks in the innermost prison, he showed no bit-
terness, but instead he and Silas sang praises to their Lord .
When the jailer wished to know how he could be saved ,
Paul said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ," but it was a
belief which included a demonstration of their love, loyal-
ty, and integrity to God. Jesus, who had been God's agent

in all creation, was the One appointed by God to bring

about our salvation . He not only gave up all he possessed,
but while on earth sacrificed every element of his huma n

existance .

Like Abraham and Isaac years before, Jesus proved h e
had the same mind as his Father, and Paul exhorts us t o

be so at one with Jesus that we are in absolute harmon y
with the Father also. It is a mind that must dominate al l
our thoughts and actions, in honour preferring one an-
other, so that in the ages to come we may experience ful l
fellowship and communion with the Father and his Son .

A Man After God's Own Heart

The lunch break was soon over, and we were back in our
seats to listen to the speaker of the first session of th e
afternoon, who referred us to the Psalms of David. The
reason for our meeting together in convention was that w e

may each be joined together in fellowship, and helped t o

grow into the likeness of our Lord Jesus . The writers o f

the New Testament frequently quote from the Psalms o f

David, and in Acts 13:22 Paul refers to God's descriptio n
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of David as a man after his own heart who will fulfil al l

his will .

The psalms give us an insight into his thoughts and hi s
heart, and through David we have an impression of God' s
heart. As we copy David so we can grow more like God .
David lived and acted in the strength of the Lord . He wa s
his shield and high tower, and when David gained the vic-
tory over Goliath he gave the credit to God . David realised
man was as nothing unless he trusted in the Lord .

Saul wanted to rule Israel so that men would look up to
him and serve him, whereas David desired to turn men' s
hearts to God so that they would serve Him instead o f
other humans. David was humble, and he desired victory
in order that the nation could live in peace . In Psalm 144 :
15 he says, "Happy is that people whose God is the Lord . "

Then we enjoyed an hour of prayer, praise, and testi-
mony, when we told one another of our love for our
Heavenly Father and his beloved Son, singing praises t o
his Name for his great love to us .

God's Plan in the Bibl e

After tea we again assembled in Sister Fanny's "uppe r
room" for what was to be the last session of our conven-
tion. The brother sketched through the Bible, remindin g
us of the wonderful plan of the ages which God has pre -

served for us at this time .

In the first chapter of Genesis we have an outline of
history before the advent of man . Nowhere else can w e
find this knowledge, and God shows us how he starte d

with nothing, and with his Son as agent, worked until a t

the end of the sixth day he reached the creation of man .

As he looked back, God pronounced it "very good ." Simi-

larly with the human race—of its own it has nothing t o

look forward to. God started with this nothingness, an d
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will make out of it something glorious so that he will loo k

back on the completed plan of salvation and say, "Very
good ."

The brother then traced the account of mankind through
the ages, from which we find that our Lord alone offere d
an acceptable sacrifice, because he alone could keep hi s
Father's perfect law. During the Gospel Age the Lord ha s
been calling out a people for his name, and the types o f
Israel's tabernacle in the wilderness picture our need a s
sinners to have our characters cleansed in the blood o f
Christ. Now in the harvest-time the Lord's followers ar e
being delivered, no more subject to death . Those of Israe l
who rejected their Messiah at his first advent will be full y
forgiven, and, through the Ancient Worthies, the Law wil l
go forth to all mankind . Thus will be brought about th e
restitution of all things, and all creation will be in harmony
with God.

And so another profitable season of feasting came to an
end, but for those who were able to linger a few days
longer the blessings of dwelling together in the bonds o f
Christian fellowship continued. The study in Romans 5 :2 ,
squeezed off the schedule on Sunday, was enjoyed o n
Tuesday evening, for it has been a feature of our Portrus h
gatherings to spend the evenings following the conventio n
in renewed fellowship at the Master's table .

	

Cl

Encouraging Letters
Meeting Together
Dear Friends: Greetings in

the name of Jesus! I have t o
thank you for the Hymns of
Dawn, and the other interesting
books you have sent to me . I
have been following gradually

with the aid of the Holy Spirit
to understand the secrets o f
God's promises to those wh o
love and obey the teachings o f
Christ. Many of us who have
been to so many churches, wh o
hold so many shades of belief ,
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Speahers'Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .

Their services are furnished free upon request . Address your request to Daw n

Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit will be arranged

when possible.

J . B. BROWN

Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

Aug. 1, 2
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

4, 5
Indianapolis, Ind .

	

6
LaSalle, III .

	

7
St. Louis, Mo .

	

8
Kansas City, Mo .

	

9
Denver, Colo .

	

11, 1 2
Pueblo, Colo .

	

1 3
Montrose, Colo .

	

1 4

G. M. JEUCK

Catawissa, Pa .

	

Aug. 19

A. H. KRUMPOL T

Allentown, Pa .

	

Aug. 26

M. C. MITCHELL

New Haven, Conn .

	

Aug . 1 9

K. M. NAI L

Baltimore, Md .
Philadelphia, Pa .

GEORGE PASSIOS

York, Pa .

	

Aug . 1 2

HARRY PASSIOS

Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

Aug . 1, 2
Clinton, Iowa

	

8
Pueblo, Colo .

	

10

Denver, Colo .

	

1 2
Cheyenne, Wyo .

	

1 3
Laramie, Wyo .

	

1 4
Bosler, Wyo .

	

1 5
Boise, Idaho

	

17-1 9
Clarkston, Wash .

	

20
Spokane, Wash .

	

2 1
Wenatchee, Wash .

	

2 2
Kelowna, B . C.

	

23
Langley, B . C .

	

24
Vancouver, B . C.

	

2 6
Victoria, B. C .

	

2 7
Bremerton, Wash .

	

28, 2 9
Tacoma, Wash .

	

3 0
Seattle, Wash .

	

3 1

E . K. PENROS E

Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

Aug . 1, 2
Detroit, Mich .

	

1 3
Pontiac, Mich .

	

1 4
Chatham, Ont .

	

1 5
Toronto, Ont .

	

1 7
Buffalo, N . Y .

	

1 9
Rochester, N . Y .

	

2 0
Agawam, Mass .

	

2 2

Hartford, Conn .

	

2 3
North Brookfield, Mass .

	

2 4

Boston, Mass .

	

26
Portland, Maine

	

27
New Bedford, Mass .

	

2 8

New Haven, Conn .

	

30

Aug. 26
26
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LEOLEO POST

Hartford, -Conn ., -onn . -

F . S. WASSMANN

Aug. 12

	

Sayville, N . Y.

	

Aug . 5

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

Latchford
J . HUMPHREY

Aug. 12
W. F . READE R

Yeovil - 3,

	

Hill

	

Grove Ave .

	

Sept .

	

1, 2

Hull
E . T. NADAL

Aug .

	

4
Latchford

	

1 6

Welling 19 T. UNDERWOOD
Yeovil -3, Hill

	

Grove Ave.

	

Sept .

	

1, 2 Yeovil -3,

	

Hill Grove Ave . Sept .

	

1, 2

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND LITERATURE—70, Station Road, Gidea Park, Romford ,
Essex RM2 6DA

DAWN RECORDED LECTURE SERVICE—Tapes on loan, including cassettes-
15, Southwood Gardens, Gants Hill, Ilford, Essex IG2 6Y F

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

For Your Newspape r
To the left is a suggestion

for a small advertisement in
your local newspaper. This out-
line is designed for two inche s
in one column.

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL : On
Sunday, September 16, "Frank
and Ernest" will discuss the sub-
ject, "What Is Death?" This
topic should be of interest t o
many. Attractive circulars wil l
be available for announcing this
program, and you are invited
to send for as many as you can
use. Address your request to ,
The Dawn, East Rutherford ,
New Jersey 07073.

6 3

HEAVEN AND
PARADISE

To be discussed by

`FRANK and ERNEST'
KLIQ—1290 kc.—9:30 A.M .
SUNDAY, AUGUST 19

Tune in this discussion, an d
send for a free copy of th e
booklet, "Hope Beyond th e
Grave." Address :

"FRANK and ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept . N . General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y . 1000 1



Conventions

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Aug. 5—

2601 Fillmore St ., N . E. Mrs. Mike

Nekora, 2601 Fillmore St ., N. E.

5541 8

CINCINNATI, OHIO, Aug . 19—285 0

Dunaway, Cincinnati. Mr. John

Slavich, 126 S. 22nd St., Richmond,

Ind . 4737 4

CHICAGO, ILL ., Aug. 26—Masonic

Temple, 5352 W. Chicago Ave . Mr .

Albert Sheppelbaum, 5739 S . Nor-

mandy Ave . 6063 8

JACKSON, MICH ., Sept. 1-3—Jack-

Community College, 2111 Emmon s

Rd. Mrs . Ray Lumley, 2531 Ashto n

Rd. 4920 3

NEW YORK, N. Y., Sept. 1-3—

Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 50th St. and

Park Ave. Mr. G. M. Jeuck, 8 1

Blauvelt Rd ., Nanuet, N . Y. 10954

SAN DIEGO, CALIF ., Sept . 1-3—Mrs .
Gilbert L. Rice, 4005 Olympic St .

92115

SEATTLE, WASH ., Sept. 1-3—Norwa y

Center, 300 Third Ave . West. Mis s

M. Stevens, 6525 24th N . W. 9811 7

PITTSBURGH, PA., Sept. 15, 16—Sky-

view Fire Company Hall, Nobl e

Drive, West Mifflin, Pa . Mr. Joh n

Baracos, 736 Dunster St . 15226

DENVER, COLO., Oct. 5-7

BUFFALO, N. Y., Oct . 6, 7

POTTSTOWN, PA., Oct. 7

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF ., Oct. 13,

1 4

MILWAUKEE, WIS ., Oct . 20, 2 1

1973 GENERAL CONVENTION

CALVIN COLLEGE, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

JULY 28-AUGUST 2
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To as the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH. ..

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28:14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-

tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g

place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5 .8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t

"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man

that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim.

2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m

as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory as

his joint-heir.—I John 3 :2 ; John 17:24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e

God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests

in the next age.—Eph . 4:12 ; Matt. 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .Acts 3:19-23 ; Isaiah 35



The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -

five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g

text books on the Bible for our day .

THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES
CLOTH, 75 CENTS: PAPER, 50 CENTS

THE TIME IS AT HAND
CLOTH . 75 CENTS

THY KINGDOM COME
CLOTH, 75 CENT S

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH . 81 .2 5

THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MAN
CLOTH, 81 .2 5

THE NEW CREATION
CLOTH . S1 .2 5

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073

CLOTH
BOUND . 500

Presents the significanc e
of the sacrificial services
of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH :
VOLUMES 4-5, 15 CENTS EAC H

TABERNACLE
SHADOWS

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day ;
ruled pages for birthday
records .

DAILY
HEAVENLY

MANNA

CLOTH BOUND . $1 .0 0

SIX VOLUMES
OVER 3,000 PAGES
CLOTH BOUND

$500 PER SET



To us 11w SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH. . .

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished,
God's blessings shall come "to all people, " and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14; Gal . 3 :29

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -

lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last of
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-

tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting

place between God and men throughout the Millejinium .—Rev . 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t

"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n

that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m

as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s

his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet. 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saint s
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e

God 's witness to the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priest s

in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14; Rev. 1 :6 ; 20 :6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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