Criticism of the Book Falsely Called
Pastor Russell’s Seventh Volume.

1t should be sufficient for any true
dfikiuii that this work is sent out under
At isLe pretence of being “Pastor
ktsstU’s posthumous work.*”  There is
Miking in it from Pastor Russell’s pen
ket what was published before his death;
ibrrrtiHtY, it is untrue to apply the term
*Wihumous." There were no MSS. left
b Pastor Russell for this book—he had
Ailed just before his death that he did not
vjritrstand Revelations, and would not
wite Volume 7 till he did—yet this book
h advertised as “Pastor Russell’s Inter-
tttutions of Ezekiel and Revelations.*’
Snh statements are absolute falsehoods,
tad no work can be accepted as of the
Lod which comes forth under such false

On page 466, it is acknowledged
/b Pastor Russell only wrote 6 volume! |
il pee 207.

They say Pastor Russell on his
death-bed said, “Some one else will have
&writeit,” and take this to mean that there
M1 be a book written to call Volume 7,
hat oo doubt all that Pastor Russell in-
traded was that he could never write it
tw, and that the explanation of these
inks must be left to some one else.

\This work, however, it appears, was|_society, the seas, the restless masses, angjs;.

iteeany written before Castor Russelt died,
tad immediately on his death the two
Mtker-, Mr. Fisher and Mr. Woodworth,
Mte requested to prepare what they had
witten, in such shape as to do tor the
= \/olume.

4—The writers have no credentials to
wiSTat their productions being accepted

z an equality with Pastor Russell's
writings.
5—Vet they claim more, for it is

chimed to be the most important work
mntoerd in the Gospel Age.

L—They claim that Pastor Russell is the
Kzl author, that he is directing the work
from the other side of the veil [Watch
TT'\ Nov. 1, 1917, 32$ and 343.) Both
Mtrnents are untrue; there is no Scripture
*sapport such a thought. It would'-mean
floor Russell was “Lord of the Harvest”
Mtead of our Lord, or that he had he-
me an intercessory such as St. Mary is
Apposed to be by the Roman Catholics.

To suppose that Pastor Russell was
doing such a thing from the other side is
ttt  inquiring of  familiar
(tffuh 8:19.) It gives a loophole for the
tiff spirits to operate, and they appear to
tm taken advantage of the opportunity
fax pages 126 and 127.)

"—Rev:7. The trees axe wrongly
Mrrpmated to mean saints which are to
le hurt bv the Tour winds which are
"«Sh " erprrtated to mean fallen
age;», and the whole chapter is foolish,
ti ansrriptural, M«m| is destructive of
litfc in God and in His promisesy and gro-
Mo» fear -and makes people susceptible

evil spirits™ power. To declare that
Cad would permit the minds of his saints
H become the open battle ground for evil
jint*. whose vile operations in. as it
MR, holding the head as in a vice and
forcing evil thoughts and suggestions into
Ac mind and hindering sleep, and so
forth, would drive the saints into anyway
leaporary insanity, is contrary to God’s
-vd, where we are promised that keep-

Af close to the Master, noevil shall befall be "accepted.”
% and notemptation take us more than we nel than the apostles and prophets,
Pastor Russell said are to “prove all

or able to bear.
Wh&ih Tower, ,08, 366) ; “Those abiding
-drr the shadow of the Almighty need
| far so evil, the Lord will be their re-
1 foge and habitation and no evil can come
mtax that dwa@lling place. In a word those
| aha are liviag as closely as possible to
I Ar Lard 40 faith and obedience and

spirits | the Watch Tower

duct is possible in which the adversary
would be unable to touch us (1 John 5: 18))
The picture brought before our mental
eyes is that of a charmed circle, within
which God’s people may come. This circle
is not a fence, but merely a line of light
which can easily be over-stepped .
Outside the charmed circle are the powers
of evil. These are sometimes allowed to
touch the earthly interests and temporal
affairs of the children of Light, but the
demon influence is not permitted to really
touch the new creatures in Christ, inside
the circle. Over that line they cannot
exercise their influence.
There is a safe and secret place

Beneath the wings Divine.
Reserved for every child of grace

By faith who says 'tis mine.
The least and feeblest here may bide

And rest secure in God;
Beneath His wings they safely hide

When dangers are abroad.
The angels watch him on his way

And aid with friendly arm,
And Satan seeking out His prey

May hate but cannot harm.

We would understand the earth to mean

the trees the religious elements the deno-
minations. The servants of God who
were to be sealed were still in these trees
or sects, therefore hurt not these institu-
tions until the saints have been called out.
The same thought is contained in the
parable of the wheat and 7tares in the
field; do not pull up the tares until the
harvest, lest in pulling up the tares you
injure the wheat.

8.—It is sacrilege to claim that the

W.T.B.T. Society is the ALTAR, which
it does in chapter 14, page 227. (See also
Watch Tower, 1918, page 7.)
The altar is surely typical of the great
atoning sacrifice of Jesus [Tabernacle Sha-
dows, page 22). It represents the place of
consecration, ,where the vital powers of
Jesus were offered up, and where the
burnt offering was burned, the Head be-
ing laid there and the other members of
the body being laid to it, “filling up that
which is left over of the sufferings of
Christ.” (Col. 1. :24)

Surely if our consecration was made on
Society, it has been
wrongly placed.

It interprets “altar” each time diffe-
rently in the three occurrences of the
word—(1) The pyramid, (2) it is the
earth, (3) it is the W.T.B.T. Society. This
is only one of many instances of such
inconsistencies throughout the book.

»--White the altar is supposed to mean
the W.JL Society, the angel which comes
out of the alia, is al*> the Society so
that the Society comes out of itself |

10.—It arrogantly claims to be 'this
another angel with authority,
Watch Tower then says, “It is time to
obey the voice of the angef (itself). Watch
Tower, Jan. 1, 1918, page 7. (See Gal.
1:7; Col. 2:18)

vou, did the Watch Tower Society die;
lor vou? Are ye not carnal ? Were ye
baptised in the name of the Society ? (1
Cor. 1;id, 13) Stand fust in the liberty
of Christ and be not entangled again with
any yoke of bondage. (Gal. 5; 1)

Pastor Russell was no doubt used as
the last messenger to the Gospel Church
to open up the Scriptures revealing the
“Divine Plan of the Ages.” Other ser-
vants of God have been used in the past,
as an angel to each of the seven periods
of the Church; but in no case did any
one receive authority to assume to con-
tinue the same ns “the channel” or as
“ariother angel” with greater authority,
commanding obedience andm theRat®Ming
that those not accepting their work and
co-operating therein would miss the prize
of the high~calling—would not go up in
the chariot—not be of the Elijah class—
not of the Gideon band and so forth. Such
assumption of authority Reminds one of
the great swelling words of the Anti-

Volume,” his interprctiilion of Reve-
lation and Ezekiel, particularly as he said
just before he died that he did not under-
stand Revelation. Vet this book, written
by two others, was in MSS. before Pastor
Russell died.

14 —I’astor Russell would seem to be
indicated by the second angel, which was
rent to Elijah under the jumper tree, re-
presenting the persecuted church. He
brought his message at the* commencement
of the 40 years* harvest, and the com-
mand was : “Arise, Elijah, and eat, and
go in the strength of this food 40 days
to the mount of God.” Thus what the
Lord provided thiough Pastor Russell
was all we *need to make our calling and
election sure. It will carry us to the
Kingdom.

We should not murmur at what the Lord
hasprovided,  but be content with His
graciousprovidence.

15.—The book claims to be "the faint
of the sword." Is it likely that the Lord

Christ. Psalm 24 and 2 Peter 1:9, 10 would send Pastor Russell as the mes-
indiente who will enter the Kingdom, and senger of the Harvest period to thrust in
in this connection it is profitable to note the sickle without a point? But the pas-
what Pastor Russell said (Volume 6, 78)— sage in Ezekiel is incorrectly translated.
“The test of membership in the new crea- The word does not refer to the "point"
tion will not be membership in any earthly of the sword." but rather to the thrusting
organisation, but union with the Lord, as or pointing of the sword, and we think
a member of His mystical Body. ~If any Pastor Russell was more capable of hand-
man be in Christ he is a new creature. . * ling the sword than the two writers of
(2 Cor. 5:7) It is the new mind this work.

that the Lord recognises as the new crea- x6.—It- is claimed that the object of
lure; it is the progress and development the book is to set fire to *he bundle of

and the emana#t -

the last messenger to the
11.—The Watch Tower claims to be “the so there is noroom for“another

of the new mind that He is interested
in and promises to reward.

12—Pastor Russell never sent forth his
works in such egotistical spirit as this
book. He ever appealed to all to criti-
cise and search, to prove by the Scripture,
and to accept only that which coyld be
proved. hese writers claim th7" hose
who cannot accept their production are
murmurers at the fenny ! Classes are
informed that unless they comply with the
W.T. Society’s «instruction regarding
appointment of Elders, they are not to
invite the pilgrims of the Society, and
pilgrims are not to minister unto them !
(Watch Tower, March, 1918.)

Pastor Russell said (Volume 6, pages

ggyé;&.@hahs’)t maet SsDt”iI"I seeks td lord

it over God’s heritage. . . Vol. 6, page
263.—They are not to be machines, nor
to be afraid to communicate; but by as
ing questions, calling attention to what
seems to be misapplications of Scripture
or what not, they are to do their part
in keeping the body of Christ and His
teachings pure. They ar¢ thus to be critics,
and instead of being discouraged from
doing this, and instead of being told that
they must not criticise the teacher or call
in question his expositions, they are on
the contrary to be urged to communicate,
to criticise. Vol. 6, page 274—The
means, the channels of these blessings the

el OF' iR AUt Al

Head are to have confidence and to 00K
¢iHhe"  fulfilment i but

k-

tares after the Harvest, ‘*having power
over Tire.” Theré is no Scripture for surl
posing it to be the Church’s work to take
part in the “fire” feature of the day
of trouble. On the contrary, it is the
feet members who are to wear the san-
dals of peace. The four features of the
Day of Vengeance are shown in Elijah
up “the mountain, ihe Lord was not m
the winds (war), nor in the earthquake
(revolutions), nor in the fire (anarchy
which ‘'will burn up these institutions),
but the. Lord was in the still small voice
which spoke comfort to Elijah. So our
mission is to speak comfort and blessing
to the Lord’s people hidden in the cleft,
Was Seiat HasH RS MSTomisty wolid
be the purpose of Volume Seven, if -he
ever published it.

17.—The object of the work is to smite
Babylon, but the Church has no commis-
sion to knock down excepting by the word
of truth, which is sharper than any two-
edged sword, and mighty to the pulling
down of strongholds of error. The re-
sult has been not to smite Babylon, but
the Churchm—the classes of Bible Students
everywhere! are smitten, and discord and
division of the brethren is evident all over
the world. It would appear that the
warning of Matthew 24 has been unheeded
concerning that servant that should smite
his fellow servants.

Pastor Russell said [Watch Tower, 1905,
216) .—“A certain amount of combative
courate % demanded in overcoming the
wor.ld> the flesh a"d 'he and. thei.T

nevertheless are to *ily- the spirits”"— va 0 " s snares, and this fighting disposi-

- h J th

*3—Pa-stof Russell was evidently the
seventh angel to the Laodicean Church,

Gospel Church,
angel.”

channelbut there is no Scripture forThe Lord made no mistake; Pastor Rus-

Supposing that the Lgjrd was going to pro- sell did not die before his work was done, all
vide a business organisation or “angel” The fact that he died without writing a battle for right and truth,

which woukj present teachings which must
We have

things and hold
thfit .which is good.” “Come,
son together, s&ith the Lord.” The Roman
Church claims to be the channel, and so
does the Church of England and other
sects; but it is astonishing to find brethren
who have been liberated from such bond-
age seeking to bind others in a similar

I foawfodge, meed fear none of the powers chain of error. ‘

| * darkness.”
ti Tower, 1912, 387.—The Apostle
declares that a certain course of con-

“Oh, foolish Galatians, who hath
witched  you that you should not obeythe
truth.” (Gal 3: 1-3) Did Paul die

‘it would be presumption
be- write a seventh volume.”

single line for a Seventh Volume is

no other chan- proof sufficient to the child of faith that people’s liberties.
and God did not wish him to
fast Russell used to quote that he was “im-
let us rea- mortal until his work was done.”

write it.  Bro.
Memo-
rial, Watch Tower, December, 1916, says:
“We believe that he said everything that
he desired to say, and that the Lord gave
through him all that he wished the Church
to have respecting these great vital and
important matters.” It .was well said that

for anyone tonal churchmen more

How strange ignorance which blind men andmake them
after this for these men to sendout the

forwork and zrS: ic “F»scar Russell's Seventhto fightagainst God.

tion may become a valuable aid to our
selves and the Master s cause, it rightly
and wisely directed—against “in, first in
ourselves and, secondly, in others; if used
for the Lord and His people and against
Satan and all his powers of darkness
and superstition. .This in the Scriptures
is called fighting the good fight, and we

should be gallant soldiers in this
lovingly de-
fending our Captain’s honour and His

*IFight the Good Fight.

“Butsuch a good use of combativeness
isnot pleasing to the  Prince of this world,
and He will seek to pervert what H'm
cannot use. Consequently he attempts
with some to make combativeness appear
a chief virtue; he encourages them to fight
everything and everybody—the brethrr t
more than the powers of darkness—nonv-
than the errors an-?

such. Indeed, hisdesire

is
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it. Let
lest wt
ling block vefori Others.
down in our own hear(
tilil which seeks to (Blk
of trifle-- and disposes u
md contentious over litt*
dais, ,(ilreatcr is he that
>an spirit than he that talketh
it VI- guard ourselve! that our
the truth be not from motives
ritieatien, but from love for
1 for thel Lord, and love
the bretlircn.

the impelling spirit or mo-
how itsellf accordingly in
patient, humble efforts to-
te felloww servanis. and let us be

tbward nil.” Let the 'sword o

rit, the Word of God,” which i

ad powerful, do all the cutting.”
Po-tor Russelil fuilther said 11'olmile 6,
bob, Scripture Studics(:™—We may well
folio>w the exantiple of Michael, the &rch-
angel, who did not even bring a railing
iation agaiiast atan,, but said “the

Lordlrebuke thirc, in His own time and
mamicr. (Jude 9) So with us.

Reallsing that the Lord will rt*buke pTe-
sent institution:5 in His own time and
manner, wc caD saly with tile Apostle,
“ lit patient, brethren, the coming of the
Lord dmfretli nigh.” The establishment
of His Kingdom, near at hand, will rec
lify all these difficulties. The agita-
tion of those mutters in advance will
be not only unavailing, but worse—disad-
vantageous, injurious—both to the agitator
and the agitated, breeding discontent.

Among the children of this world will
be found plenty of agitators when the
Lord’s time shall come for these questions
10 be agitated.  Meanwhile, all the mem-
bers of the new creation will display wis-
dom in avoiding such questions as tend
to strife and discontent, and in chiefly
speaking amongst the Lord’s people and
such as “have an ear to hear,” concern-
il uie' uTcper mdivine pteur”
of course including, on proper occasions
the time of trouble by which the Kingdom
will be established!

The new creation, the Royal Priesthood,
has a special work quite apart from the
world and all agitation of its elements.
Their work at the present time, as already
shown, is to blow the silver trumpets—
to sound forth the truth of the divine
plan for such as have an ear to hear,
for such as are not blinded and deafened
by the deceptions of the adversary. Their
mission! is spcbially among tihe Lord’s
people, finishing up *he work of -this
Gospel Age, garnering the wheat. (Matt.
*3 . 37743.( .

Under another picture, the present work
of the Church is shown to be the Bride
making herself ready for the marriage.
(2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:7.) With such
pressing calls upon them for every mo-
ment of their time, for every particle
of their influence, means, etc., the new
creatures have neither love for the world
to seek to perpetuate its arrangements,
institutes, etc., nor have they the dis-
position to anticipate the Lord’s wise,
beneficent arrangement for the transfor-
mation of this present evil world, into

»COpi-

me it will

the “world to come wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” (Heb. 2:5; 2 Peter 3:
13)  (See also Scripture Studies, Vol.

4, pages 54Q, 550, and $4237)

18—It is claimed that the volume is
doing a parallel work to John the Baptist
in reproving HeTod. This, however, is
but a snare of the adversary to detract
our attention from the real work, as in-
dicated in the foregoing from Pastor
Russell’s studies. There was more ex-
cuse fur John to interfere with earthly
governments, but the Church are not of
the world and have no commission to
reprove the powers that be. Besides, how
foolish to suppose that it is necessarv
for us to reprove a system which God
has “spewed out of His mouth.” Sino.
1881 we believe Christendom was “weighed
in the balances and found wanting,” and
cast off. ~God has no longer recognised
her; she is thoroughly wedded to the
world. Prior to 1881 many protests
had been made against ihe ChuTch’s alli-
ance with the State, just as strong as
this volume, only couched in more digni-
fied and purer language; but since that
date, when God said, as it were, to the
system of Christendom - “Your house is
left unto you desolate.”  The churches
generally are but, worldly institutions,
and Babylon *is to fall ns a whole, civil

PEOPLES

and religious, Ib It not presumption to
suppose that wc an to add reproof to
a system which is condemned to destruc-
tion by God? Again, to parallel John*»
work, the protest would have needed to
be in the first three years of the Harvest

-18741878", corresponding with A.D. 29

p --and not now, at the end of the Hnr*

ilen uu lad! entl re going
-Could it be thata work sent out
unde false colors. and in the advertis-

in![ of which so muny fai[sehoodt arc uied,

ild be of the Lortl? A* wc rclafl it
tinougli, do we finel dvidenee 0/ the fruits
of lite spirit, or rliler, the work- ()1 the
ileiih? Is thc use §f tarcasm, scorn,, ridi-
culr and railing accusations the spirit of
mcbkness or the spirit of pride.

Fas'or Aussfit said (Heavenly Manna,
August 8, Luke 10:5-6) ™™ Wherever
the Lord’s representatives go, Peace should
110, not strife, confusion,, turmoil, tiiuirrel-
ling.  True, the truth will prove to be
fi sword that will arowsc oppositions yet
it should be the truth that causea the
"mposition and divisiorl, and not any rude.
nel> or unkiiarine:ss of word or action
on the part of the Lord’s reprei-eiitati ves.”

Also Manna, August 4 (2 Tim. 2:24,
25/1—Some of the Lord’d dear people have
gr<latly injured thedr iniluence in the truth
bv displays of too large a degree of self-
confidence, in bpeaking uf the Divine Plan
to others—especiafly to the learned. Meek-
ness is a jewel wherever found, and is
especially desirable as an adjunct and
sling for the uuth. Let the truth be
shot forth with all the force it can carry,
but always with meekness and humility, .

20.
“blowing their own trumpet,” “not lift-
ing up their voice in the street.” They
give forth their message, and the people
are to judge by the message whether or
not the messenger is from God.

This work comes forth claiming for it-
self or the W.T. Society to be all kinds
of lthings—"“the chariot,” “the penny.”

“the altar,” “the winepress,” “another
angel,” “the mhntel of Elijah,” the
“point of the sword,” “the censer,” “the
seventh  vial," “seventh  thunder,”
“seventh plague,” etc.

21. —Deut

are to discern a prophet. The evidence
is all against the writers of this work and
*he promoters of.,dl, Jot ihcii.

all fail.

They said the war would end in Octo-
ber 1917.

They said again it would probably end
February, 1918

They said Christendom would fall on
April 26, 1918.

They said the Church would be glori-
fied prior to April 26, 1918,

They said it would be unsafe to utter
any of Babylon’s false doctrines after the
Spring (March), 1918.

None of these predictions have come
about, but much to the contrary; and in-
stead of Babylon being smitten they
have hindered their own cause, and in-
stead of it being unsafe to utter Christen-
dom’s false doctrines, tft is unsafe to
put out their volume. In fact, it is
stopped altogether.

22.
by this work? Has it weakened the erro-
neous systems, or has it done harm to
the cause of the Lord?  Has it helped
any heavenwards by development of the
graces of the spirit, or has it not sown
discord and separation everywhere? Who
is going to be pleased with these results,
the Lord ot the great adversary—the ac-
cuser of the brethren?

Surely we asked for an egg and got
a stone, we asked for a fish and got a
scorpion.

“When a prophet speaketh in the name
of the Lord, if the thing follow not noT
come to pass, that is the thing which
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the Lord has not spoken, but the prophet
hath mpoken it 1presumptuously, thou febalt
not be afraid of him.—Dent« 18 : 22.
23.--The thought of the wvials and
plagues being the volumes of Scripture
Studies was expressed freely* by certain

brethren 16 years ago, but was not accepted “pleasantness of brethren dwelling

by Pastor Russell, who, writing in the
Waidj Tower in 1907 (page 151) gave
quite a lifferent view.  Similar thought
is found in his Scripture Studies. (See

those who had up to that time rejoiced
together in the truth, and that thiS con-
dition is such as the great enemy of the
Church can feel pleased about, should
be sufficient for all who love the Lord in
sincerity and in truth and rejoice inI the
oge-
ther in unity! to put it away as an un-
clean thing, and enquire for “the old
Baths” in which we nave rejoiced since,
y the favor of God, wc were led to

Volume 111., 16a and 364.) The plagues appreciate truths revealed in 1lis Word
of Revelation are the amitype» of tme through the writings of our late dear
piaguei on 1,gypt. which ilvere severe pun* Brother Russell.

islumerits which the saints are to audipe,

Satan lought to ensnare the Corinthians

—The Lord’s servants do not comealled

—We ask what good has been doneof his day, a purifier of religious thought,

but the Grelat Conicrany may partlake of. with the thought that theY should reign
(Remv. 18 - 45, Rev. 22:18) while in the flesh. He led ultimately to
They tell us that Pastor Russell ‘changed the establishment of the great Papa] sys.
in thought in this matter after the vol- tern bv the same method, and as each effort
umes began to come out. We refer them at reform was made, he brought in flat'
to the 1907 Watch Tower, also to ti:e tcries to entrap and hinder the progress
fact that Pastor Russell advised us, not of truth, and succeeded to getting each
to believe reports of any cbapge” in bis “sect” tied up with the thought that they
thoughtsy for if he changed he would were the only true church, Uic “channel”
advertise the change in the Watch Tower, in which nothing but truth could be found,
and only a year or two before, if not and outside of which fence there could
the very year that he £di«d he referred be no salvation. It is not strange that
to what he wrote in 1883 as being in he lhas tried the same delusion at this
his mind still. time; but it is strange *that he should
The question is: Can we believe any* have had such a measure of success among
thing that these men say. unless we have those who have had such wonderful oppor-
proof, seeing that they 'have sent out tunity of knowing the way of the Lord
the work under false colors and make so more perfectly. Strange it is that these4
many false statements in the advertising could be led away with a scheme of
of the kook, etc.? assuming authority to judge and condemn
24.—The unchristian language used in and smite, even with the carnal weapons
smiting their  “fellow-servants,” John of slander, evil-speaking, reviling, with
Wesley, the Class Leaders, and Methodism bitter sarcasm, ridicule and scorn, even
in general, is a disgrace to the Christian felow "Ghristians, of a standard of char-
religion. It has already quite aptly acter and holiness which we cannot think
forth the Shakespearean ~taunt, they have reached. L
“how these Christians love one another !!” No, no, there is no new way for the”
And one feels like hiding one’s face for “feet”" members to tread other than “the
shame, on behalf of those who. having way the Master went." It is still a way
been associated with present truth and in of humility and meekness, submitting to
company with the beautiful spirit which the powers that be, walking “in His steps”
our late Pastor Russell ever displayed to- of suffering, “a little flock disowned of
wards even his enemies, should have men, but owned and loved of God." There
stooped to such carnal methods. is no commission for the Church to knockm!
In casting stones at such as Wesley down the present systems; while we are
it would seem that they attack a man much anointed for the kingdom, we, Hke David,
their better, * will “wait on the Lord,” and not even
They say Wesley was the star that fell take the opportunity of destroying 1Saul
from heaven, and that “he had the key not seizing kingdom honors, but waiting

18 : 22 informs us holv wéo nothing, to nowhere" is the explanation the Lord’s due time, knowing that if we

of “he had the key of the bottomless “humble ourselves under the mighty hand
abyss;"  They, however, give quite a con- of God He will exalt uS in due time.”

Najfoptorv interpretation of similar Words tar from any thought that the feet mem-:

on page 299- (Rev. 20i 1) bers are* to “tread the winepress® of the
Consistency, however, is not one of the wrath of God (see Scriptures Studies,
features of this work. Volume 1V., page 18, also 350, etc.); far
They refer to the Class Leaders “squirt- from it being the “feet of Him” to
ing poison out of the poison fangs of the take part in the “Fire” element, for the
scorpion tails,” say ‘“‘Methodism was no burning of the “tares.” These “feet
ordinary smudge” is the explanation of members” are particularly to be shod with
“there arose a smoke out of the abyss, a “preparation of the Gospel of peace.”
hat they were all very simple in those It is for them to engage in sending out
days " and that they must all have had the “still small voice” which speaks com-
“bald pates and smoky brains.” fort to Elijah (the Church) on the mount,
Such foolish, flippant talk is surely not waiting for the deliverance, hidden in the
Christian language, even if it were true, cleft of the rock, “the secret place of
To offer such as the divinely intended the Most High.” *“Seek meekness that
interpretations of the sacred Word is, to ye may. be hid in the day of the Lord’s
say the least, irreverent, and would seem wrath.” We may still rejoice to send
to come under the condemnation of Rev. out the message of hope for the poo!
22 : 18-19. groaning creation, longing for the full
John Wesley was an honoured servant establishment of the kingdom, when the
of God. in the forefront of Christianity fire of the Lord’s jealousy shall have
accomplished its purpose, in the breaking
teaching the wideness of God’s mercy, in down of every institution that is not, in
contrast to Calvin’s terrible dogma of pre- accord with righteousness and truth, and
destination and eternal torture.  He re- then the pure language (the pure mes-J
buked the worldliness of that day, and sage of truth, the real gospel) will ben
brought back the thoupht of true conse- turned to the people, and they shall all
cration-entire sanctification. He had the call on the name of the Lord with one,
light due at that time (no one had more); consent.
we are favored to live in a time when In the meantime “let us follow after
the seals are taken off the books, and the things which make for peace, and
God’s plan of the Ages has been revealed, things wherewith one may edify another.”
It is not Wesley’s fault that he did not Let us seek to attain the mark for the
have our privileges, and it is not that prize of the high-calling of God in Christ
we have better brains, but simply that we Jesus, to make our calling and election
live in a day when more truth is due sure, bv the daily transforming of our
to be understood. How unbecoming for hearts and minds into the likeness of
any of us to turn round and ridicule God’s dear Son, adding to yout faith,
fellow servants of less favored days. (1 virtue, knowledge, moderation, patience,
Gorin. 4 :6-7) godliness, brotherly kindness, and love.
Pastor Russell referred to “Brother” “For if these things be in you and
Wesley as having the truth due in his day. abound they shall make you that ye shall

and as being used by the Lord, in the neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
work of cleansing the sanctuary (See knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
Scripture Studies, Volume 111., page 113.) he that lacketh these things is blind and

“The Wesleys and their co-laborers, op- cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten
pressed bv the prevalent coldness and for- that he was purged his old sins, where-
mality of their day, endeavored to cast fore the rather brethren give diligence to
out some of the old formalism naturally make vour callingland election sure, for
resulting from the union of Church and if ye do these things ye shall never fall;
State, andto show the necessity of indi- for so an entrance shall be ministered
vidUal holiness through personal faith in unto you abundantly, into the everlasting
and union with Christ.” kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
It would take too much time and space Christ.” :
to enumerate all tlie inconsistencies, con-
tradictions and other serious mistakes and
misinterpretations of this presumptuous
and boastful work. The facts that it has
failed in its Self-prescribed mission, that
its prophecies have failed, and that the
result of ,its short-lived propaganda has
been to sow division and discord among

The First Resurrection

Send a postal request for this
interesting subject to

Bible Students Union, 424 Collins St., Melbourne

Ju

I
L
I
J

|
*

L

S



PEOPLES

Because tbe 2)avs are Evil.

"Ste then that ye walk circumspectly,

not as fools but as wise, redeeming the

time, because the days are evil —Kph. 5: 15, 16.

HE word “circumspect” is from
B  tireurn, signifying around, and
Hpftu, signifying to look" to watch. The

true Christian pathway is so narrow, so
hdmt with tests and pitfalls nnd wiles
mi the evil one, that, if we walk carelessly
Pwen (not to say wickedly), we will be
n great danger of mishap. It requires
wat only that we look all around at every
Hp, but, more than this, it requires that
m| be wise—wiser than our fellow creu-
feifrs of earth—wise with the wisdom that
ptneth from above, which is pure, pcace-
pblc, loving; "et first of all loyal to the
ptorl and His Word.

I We now wish to call attention to ;jomc
Bbeta/ principles, applicable to every
Bftaer of the body of Christ, at every
Hwm; and especially necessary to be re-
mtnbrrcd and practiced at the present
m|f, because of the special activity of
Hr Adversary—*“because the days are
Hi/.” For it would appear that, as in
Hu “harvest” of the Jewish age, so in
Hi present “harvest” of the Gospel age,
m(position prevails not only in the syna-
Hgues, from the Scribes and Pharisees,
Ht in the homecircle—hetween parent»
tad children, and husbands and wives—
and among the Lord’s people. And im pro-
portion as the Adversary seeks to stir up
strife, let each of the consecrated be the
more on /guard to give do avoidable
Hence either in word or deed. “Walk
circumspectly, . . . because the days are
evil’—days of special trial and testing.

t The rules we have to suggest are as
follow:—

+“1 Let each resolve to mind his own busi-
ness.

The Scriptural injunctions along this
line caution us not to be busy-bodies in[
ether people’s affairs. Everyone of ex-
perience in life, has learned that this is
fit good rule; yet few walk by this rule,
tecjamspectly.  If we have not sufficient
of our own business and of the Lord’s
service to fill our hands and moments and
mouths, there is something wrong with
09 »bat needs careful pruver ajyd .study
of the divine Word to set right;;

This does not mean that we should be
indifferent to the welfare of others under
our care, or for whom we are
degree responsible;! but, even in doing
for these we should be careful to recog-
nize their rights and the rights of others,

and specially careful not to exceed our.it wiH defile the new creature and make them.
forget that Df him a “castaway.”

interference jf the new nature conquer, as an “over-remembering that

own rights. Let us never
justice must govern in our
with the affairs of others, though we may
not require full justice in respect to our
aan interests, but exercise mercy.

2 We should exercise great patience
4ith others and their faults—more than
in dealing with ourselves and our own
port-comings.

When we remember that the whole world
N mentally as well as physically and mor-
allv unsound through the fall, it should
nake us verv~considerat"fo“thei~fail-
flligs. Since the Lord is graciously will-
ing to cover our blemishes with the merit
of the precious blood, we ¢annot do less
than be “very pitiful” and of tender com-
passion towards others—even though their

failings be greater or different from our

This general rule
[aptplicable to your own children.  Their
defects to some extent came from you

or through you; hence, in dealing with
their faults, you should do just as in
monecting your own faults—earnestly,
Sjgoroysly, foT their cqrrection in right-

arasness, but sympathetically, mercifully,

?®rin8Iy. .

3 Do not be touchy and easily offended
Tike a kindly, charitable view of the
words and acts of others. A trifling
light or rebuff could well be passed un-
poticed—covered with the mantle of gene-
rosity and love. A serious offence should
mt assumed to be unintentional, and in-
Clury should be kindly made in words
Hat would npt stir .up anger, but in
Ispeech seasoned with grace.” In a majo-
my of casesit will prove thatno offence
Bps meant. * B

Thi3 rulein theScriptures®comes  undeT

the instructions not to H‘]qﬂme n. “eViIl he would galn a Vlctory’ and

Hrraisings,”—imagining evil intentions
rad motives behind the words and acts
of others. “Evil surmisings” is ranked
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by the Apostle as contrary to tbe words
of our Lord Jesus, opposed to godliness,
and of the same spirit as envy and strife
—of a corrupt mind, works of the flesh
and the devil. @@ Tim. 6:3-5; Gal.

5 fiQ-ai

Tk?e ot?1er side of this subject is brought
out by the Apostle’s injunction respect-
ing the elements of the spirit of love,
of which God’s people are begotten and
which they are to cultivate mdaily—the
development of which is one of the chief
proofs of their being “overcomers.” He
says, “Love suffereth long rind is kind,

., is not easily offended, thinketh no
evil, . . . beared! all things" believeth jrli
things [favorably], hopeth all things, en-
dureth all things.”

It may be urged that such a disposi-
tion would be imposed upon frequently
by the the evilly disposed. We reply
that those who possess this spirit of love
are not necessarily obtuse nor soft : tfieir
experiences in cultivating this degree of

love have served to develop them and
make them of “quick understanding in
the fear of the Ix>rd.” They will be

j:autious whdre there is even the appear-
ance of evil, even while avoiding the im-
utatioix of evil intentions until forced
0 concede them by(indisputable evidence.
Besides, it would be better far to take
some trifling risks and suffer some slight
losses, *many times, than to accuse even
one innocent person, And the Lord, who
has directed this course, is abundantly
able to compensate us for any losses ex-
perienced in following Ilis counsel. He
IS both able and willing to, ,make
such experiences work together for good
to those who love Him. He places obedi
ence to His arrangements first (even be-
fore sacrifice), saying, “Ye are my dis-
ciples, if ye do whatsoever I command
ou.”
yWhoever neglects the Lord’s commands
along this line of “evil surmisings” weaves
a web for his own ensnarement, however

“circumspectly” he may walk as respects\ mand a matter

Other matters; fpr a heart _im.ptegnated
with doubt and suspicion to.ward fellow
creatures is more than half prepared to
doubt God; the spirit of

of theLord, the spirit of love. Either
the one or the Qther will conquer. The
wrOng spirit must be gotten rid of, or

Onthe contrary,
comer,” it will be along this line: if
evil surmisings are overcome, half the
battle against pVesent difficulties and
besetments is won. The surmisings are
from the heart, and lead us either to

good wprds and acts, or to evil words and
acts.

N

sourness and take the matter up.
in any bitterness implied is at war with the spirit investigate the principals in
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sake; and so much the more will be our
reward in heaven, when the battle is over
and the victors are crowned-
Meantime, however, it behoovei each of
the Lord’s people to be as circumspect
ns possible at™ every step of the way.
Remember that in.proportion to faithful-

ness and zeal in letting the light ih\ne
we will have the malignant opposition
of out great Adversary, who seeks to

turn and twist and maliciously distort

and discolor our every word and act, be-.

cause the accuser oi brethren <an find
no real charges, and because he. is ex-
ceeding mad against the humble servants
of the truth, as he
Servant—our Lord.
was crucified as a law-breaker, at the in-
stance of fthe !prominent ones of the
[Church, and betrayed to them by one of
his own disciples.

“Consider Him who endured such'con-
tradiction of sinners against Himself, lest
ye be weary and faint in ydtfr minds”
when attacked by the Adversary, whoever
may be his agents and whatever their mis-

siles. He cannot harm but will only
increase our reputation in the Lord’s
Sight, if we endure faithfully j and be

can do no outward harm that God can-
not overrule for the good of. His cause

—though that good may sometimesmean

“siftings” of chaffand tares'from the
wheat.

5. Evil speaking, backbitingand slan-
dering are strictly forbidden to God’s
people, as wholly contrary to His Spirit
of love—even if the evil thing be true,
As a preventive of anytfiing mgBtig H?]Lpr-p
of slander, the Scriptures very carefully
mark out one only way of redress of griei)-
\ances, in Matthew 18 :15-17.

Even advanced Christians seem to be
utterly in ignorance of this divine ruling,
and hence professed Christians are often
[the most pronounced scandal-mongers.
[Yet this is one of*the few special, specific
commandments given by our Lord; and
considered in connection with the state-
ment, Ye are My disciples if ye do what-
ever | command you, its constant viola-
tion proves that many are not far ad-
vanced in disciplesliip.

Therefore we see how necessary it is
for each one to follow the Lord's way.
But if in violation of the Lord’s com-
become a scandal and

b~ -trrubHN"  the Church and_ disgracin

it as a wioti. thTn'lET prieTly chos%Jn
representatives of the company should
They should not only
the difficulty,
but with equal diligence they should in-
vestigate the real troublers who had cir-
culated the scandal and should reprove

reproofs should be in love,
all are imperfect in
some particulars. The object in every
case should be to correct not to punish.
The Lord alone has authority to punish.
At very most the Church may for a time
withdraw fellowship with the unrepentant,
and must as publicly restore it when re-
pentance is manifest. Our love, joy,

But all

jf you have been 9landered, you peace are the ends sought by the Lord,

may explain, to set yourself right, eitherand these we must follow as His dis-

publicly or privately: but surely avoid
doing more than this. If you slander
in return you make two wrongs out of
one. Let no man render evil for evil
to anv one—no, not even if what you
should tell be the truth, while what your
[neighbor told was falsehood. And in

ciples.
injury.

Thus did the Lord guard His true dis-
ciples from the insidious sin of slander,
which leads onward to other and grosser
works of the flesh and the devil, and stops
growth in the truth and its! spirit of love,

Any other course will surely work

contradicting and explaining false charges And let us note, too, that those who hear

is speciallyremember not to go bevond this to make

counter-charges against your defamer; fOT
[thus you also would become a slanderer,

This is the Scriptural rule.  We are
to do unto others as -we would that they
should do unto us, and not as they do
lunto us. The wrongs done toward us
will never justify wrong doing on our
part. God’s true children are to have
no sympathy with Satan’s delusion—“Do
evil that good may result.” But while
no Scripture forbids our explaining awav
tbe errors and false statements of slan-
derers, experience proves that, if we fol-
lowed Satan and his deluded servants of
unrighteousness around, to contradict
every adverse criticism and evil report,
we should be kept more than busy. And
lif *Satan found us willing to do so, he
WQuld no doubt lead us such a chase as
would prevent our having any time to tell
fAth the good tidings of great joy; thus
we should
lose one.

Rather let us commit our reputation to
the Lord, as a part of the sacrifice we
laid at His feet when we surrendered all
in obedience to the “call” to run the race
for the great prize of our high calling,
If thus we suffer some loss of reputation,
by reason of our resolution not to neglect
the King’s business to fight for out own
tinsel, we may be sure that it will count
with Him ns so much endured fo* Christ’s

slanders and thus, encourage slanderers in
their wrong course, are partakers of their
evil deeds; guilty partners in the viola-
tion of the Master’s commands. God’s
true people should refuse to listen to
slanders and should point the offender to
the Iword’s Word and the only® method
therein authorized.  “Are we wiser than
God?” Experience teaches us that we
cannot trust to our own judgments and
are Ory safe ground only when following
the voice of the Shepherd implicitly.

If any brother or sister begins to you
an evil report of others, stop him at once,
kindly, but firmly. “Have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of aarkness,
but rather reprove them.” Refuse to
have any share in this violation of our
Master’s commands, which does great mis-
chief in the Church. Supposing the brother
the! or sister to be only a “babe” in spiri-
tual matters, call attention to the Lord’s
ruling on the subject, Matt. 18:15 and 1
Tim. 5:19 If the conversation is not
direct™! to yon but merely in your hear-

promptly show your disapproval bv
withdrawing.

If, after having his attention called to
the Lord’s command on this subject, the
slanderer 8till persists in “evil-speaking,”
“pack-biting” and telling you his “evil
surmisings,” reprove him more sham
saying as you go—I cannot, must not hear

was againstthe Chief “root of bitterness”
He, let usremember, you are more than
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in the matter as you are—violating the
Lord’s command’ =~ And even if | were
to hear your story, | could not believe it;
for the Christian who does not respect the
Lord's Word and follow His plan of fe-
dress for grievances, show» so little of
the Lord’s spirit that his word cannot
he trusted. H* who twists and dodges
the Lord’s words would not hesitate to
twist and misrepresent the words arid deeds
of fellow-disciples. If t6"any extent you
listen to such conversation or express
"sympathy” with it or w fit the gos!upci
or slanderer, you are a partner in the sin
and in all its consequences; and if a
is thus developed.
likely tobe one of
those " defiled” by it. (Heb. la 15 ))

A slanderer is a thief according to
worldly standard : as Shakespeare wrote :
He who steals my purse steals trash;
But he who filches from me my good name
Takes that which not enriches him,

And makes me poor indeed.

According to the Christian standard,
still higher, as voiced by the Great.
Teacher, slanderers are murderers. (See
Matt. 5:22; 1 John 3:15, Revised Ver-
siOng Thus seen, the very suggestion to
slander is to be shunned, as of the spirit
of Satan. (John 8: 44)

6. God’s pebple should beware of pride
as they would avoid the most deadly
plague.

his rule, always good, and well backed

gby Scriﬁture, seems doubly needful to
rose who are blessed with” the light of

present truth. This may seem strange :
It may be reasoned that tbe receiving
of so much grander views of God’s char-
acter ari(j pyan would make His people
feel the more insignificant and humble,
the more dependent on divine goodness,
the mOTe trustful,of God and the less
trustful of themselves. And this should
be the effect, always and ever : but alas,
with* very many it is not so.

Many get -to feel that the knowledge
of the plan Qkithe ages proves them speci-
ally wise or great or good : they seem
to forget that God hides the truth from
the wise and great-“that no flesh should
glory in His sight. They love the truth
selfishly, as dealers love their merchan-
dise, for the sake of what they can get
for it. If they cannot hope for wealth
in exchange for the truth they can hope

for small notoiiety—t" *VpeW «vise! K w

others, that they may dole it out in rag-
"*ents and thus perpetuate their notoriety
for wisdom, and gratify their pride or
vanity. J°ch people do little to help
circulate the present truth. |If they can-
not avoid it, they may mention Studies
In (?f £ * J? T" amcle Sha® ws

<r hood for Thinking Christians or About
™ iriti .

d('y”'soorit Alsbouustuasl?)lln\}\;f'tw 'sokr)#é ﬂ?SQratgi%
remark; as for instance, that they “dis-
agree in a good many things,” or that
“they pin their faith to no man’s coat
sleeve, but go to the Word of God direct.”

Beware of all such people; sooner or
later, unless they reform, they will fly the
track entirely, and injure more than they
ever helped. God doesnot wish such
people to serve His! cause, and will .surely
permit their vanity to stumble them,—
however much their natural ability—and
it is generally people of real or fancied
ability who are thus afflicted with the spirit
of pride and vanity. God opposeth tbe
proud, butshoweth  Hi% favourto the
humble. We call everyreader of our
publications to witness that the author has
never boasted of his wisdom or originality,
either publicly or privately. We have
boasted in the truth, and shall continue to
boast of it—that no human philosophies
can hold a candle to its brilliant electric
ray; but we have never boasted of being
itsoriginator. On the contrary,it is
because we did not manufacture it, but
because God has revealed it “in due time”
as “meat in due season,” and because it
is so much more wonderful than we or
any .other human being could originate or
concoct, that we have confidence that none
other than God is its Author and its Re-
vealer. .

Citntimied on pajye 4.
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BECAUSE THE DAYS OF EVIL

Continued from page S, Uh euiumn.

If by the grace of God we have in any
.degree been used by Him in serving
present harvest truths to others', we rejoice
in the service, and will continue to strive
to be faithful to our stewardship : but
as for vanity on this account, we see no
room qgr reason for it. We are well aware
that our Master could readily have found
many others as fit and worthy of the
service, and many more capable naturally :
we can only suppose, therefore, that herein
as previously—“God hath chosen the
foolish things of the' world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of this world to confound the things
that are mighty, and the things
that are despised ... to bring to naught
things that are; that no flesh should glory
in His presence.”—1 Cor. 1:2729"

We therefore caution all who by the
grace of God have been translated out
of darkness into God’s marvellous light,
that they walk proportionately the more
humbly before the Lord : because, if the
,ight received should become darkness, how
great would be the darkness, and how
helpless the condition! It would, as the
Apostle declares, be better ,for such never
to have known the way of life. [If salt
lose its flavor it is good for nothing more
than sand.

VIlI. Be pure: maintain a conscience
void of effence towards God and men. Be-
gin with the heart—the thoughts : harbor
no thoughts that in any sense of the word
would be evil. To make sure of this,
have Christ Jesus as your pattern, well
and much before your mind. When evil
is obtruded upon you, either from without
or from within, lift your heart to Him in
prayer for the grace promised to help in
every time of need. Keep constantly near
you the thought and prayer, “Let the
words of my mouth and the meditations of

my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O
Lord, mv strength and my Redeemer.”
8. While treasuring an<f seeking to

follow the various specific commands of
Scripture, let us seek more and more to
understand and come into sympathy with
the principles which underlie the divine
law : this will enable us to judge of the
right and the wrong of such of our words,
thoughts and acts as may not be particu-
larly specified in the Lord’s Word. In-j

a;'we gel'to™iUKtesfrimimand syra-—thc * LoTtLs Wufd, and watking

pathise with the principles of divine law,
to that extent we are getting at the spirit

of the divine Word.—See Psa. 119 :97105".

g. Shun a contentious and fault-
finding disposition as contrary to the spirit
or disposition of Christ—contrary to love.

A certain, amount of combative courage
is demanded in overcoming the world, the
flesh and the devil and theiT variousj
snares, and this fighting disposition may
become a valuable aid to ourselves and the
Master’s cause if rightly and wisely
directed;—against sin, first in ourselves
and secondly in others; if used for the
Lord and his people, and against, Satan
and all his powers of darkness and super-
stition. This in the Scriptures is called

Correspondence-

A doctor in New South Wales writes :—
July, 1918.
Dear Brother,—

I deeply sympathise with you in what
you have had to put up with; but right-
minded brethren and sisters and your own
loyal spirit to the t*ruth endorse your
action, and you may count upon their
warmest love and co-operation in the
stand now taken.

Some few weeks ago | received a thick
Mireh number of the Watch Tower, giv-
ing expositions of Revelation and Ezekiel.
Is that what U called the “Finished Mys-
tery” ? [ eagerly began to read it, hav-
ing grown to love so dearly the previous
six volumes. There were certainly many
truths or explanations of truths worthy of
remembrance, but something about the
whole work, whether its all-sufficiency,
its fulsome self-flattery and egotism, espe-
cially concerning our dear and humble-
minded Pastor, its vindictive and slan-
derous aspersions of other religious
thought, and its scurrilous cartoons, in
no way indicating the spirit of Christ,
made me throw it aside after struggling
through the whole of Revelation and a
portion of Ezekiel. | had to get quickly
back to the six volumes, which I am again
studying to get the bad taste out of my
mouth.

I Want you to continue lending me the
People's Paper. Enclosed is cheque for
21/-. - B Any balance is for
use by yourself in the Bible Students'
Tract Society, and | mean, by God help-
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fighting the good fight : and we all should
be gallant soldiers in this battle for right
and truth, lovingly defending our Cap-
tain’s honor and His people’s liberties.

But such a good use of combativeness
is not pleasing to the Prince of this world,
and be will seek to pervert what he can-
not directly use. Consequently he at-
tempts with some to make combativeness
appear a chief virtue : he encourages them
to tight everything and everybody,—
the brethren more than the powers of dark-
ness;—nominal churchmen more than the
errors and ignorance which blind them and
make them such. Indeed his desire is to
get us to “fight against God.”

Let us be on guard on this point. Let
us first of all fudge ourselves lest we cast
a stumbling block before others : let us
fight down in our own hearts the wrong
spirit which seeks to make mountains out
of trifles and disposes us to be captious
and contentious over littles and non-
essentials. “Greater is he that ruleth
his own spirit than he that taklth a city.”
Let us guard ourselves that our defence of
the truth be not from motives of self
glorification; but from love for the truth,
love for the Lord and love for His people,

the brethren. If love be the impelling
spirit or motive, it will show itself ac-
cordingly, *in loving, gentle, patient,

humble efforts toward the fellow-servants;
and let us be “gentle toward all.” Let
“the sword of the spirit, the Word of
God,” which is quick and powerful, do
all the cutting.

10. Beware of all thoughts, feelings
and conditions difectly or remotely con-
nected with malice, envy, strife, hatred.
Give these no place in your heart even
for a moment, for they will surely do
you great injury, aside from leading to
the injury of others. Keep your heart,
your will, your intentions and desires full
of love toward God and all His creatures,
—the most fervent toward God, and pro-

portionately toward all who have His
spirit and walk in His directed way.
11. Do not trust your conscience. If

it were a sufficient guide you would have
no need of the Scriptures. The majority
of people have as good as no conscience;
for they are blind to the principles and
laws of God given to guide conscience.
And still worse off than these are those
mentioned in i Tim. 4:2./ Hence the
imperative necessity for carefully heeding
lecum~
spedly according to its light.

12. Do not be bold, except for the
right, the truth. So far as yourself is
ooncerned preserve a reverential fear—

of sin, and of displeasing the Master, and
of losing the great reward—*“the prize of
our high calling.” Nearly all who “fall
away” first lose all fear and become telf-
conndent. They forget that it is only
“I1f ye do these things ye shall never
fall.” (2 Pet. 1:5107) “Let us fear,
lest a promise being left us of entering
into Elis rest, any of us should seem to
come short of it.” (Heb. 4:1) Partly
because of the loss of this proper fear,
“It is impossible to renew them again
unto repentance.”

ing my intention, to send you each month
a guinea for use in your Society, as you
think best.

Another doctor from Tasmania writes \—
August, 1918.
Dear Brother,—

I am pleased to see you are printing
extracts from Volume 4, Scripture Studies.
They are suitable for the times, and can
only offend those whom the truth offends.

A few of us here may later on trv
and get a good lecturer for “Restitution *
Have you any, or would there be a pos-
sibility of coming vourself.

I think our dear Brother Russell’s views
are expressed verv clearly in Volume 6,
page 608, regarding our course to the
end; and there is nothing suggestive here
that the probationary Church attempt the
work of the Church glorified.

13" Every Thmking 'Christian
Should Bead
PASTOR RUSSELL’S

Scripture Studies.
Six Volumes.
Over Ten Million in Circulation.

FULL 13/6 SET.

Bible Students Society and
Tract Rooms,

Temple Court,
424 Colline Street, Melbourne,

Question Box.

Seeking Reproach-
Question : In order for the saints to
do their duty, is it necessary for them
to be so zealous for the Lord and His
work as to bring bitter reproach upon
themselves ?

Answer by Pastor Russell : Well, it
would depend. There is a mild way
of doing things which would avoid much
of the bitterness and much of the re-
proach, and that is the better way. You
will notice the Apostle Paul’s method
when addressing some off the notable men
before whom he was called—Felix, Fes-
tus, Agrippa, etc. He might have said
something in a very braggadocio stvle,
that would have aroused the opposition
of everyone present. He might have

said, “What ire you? What is the
Roman Empire? The Lord Jesus is
greater than you all.** All that would

have been true, but he did not say it
He said, “l am glad, most noble King
Agrippa, that | am privileged to make
my defence in your presence, because |
know that you are familiar with the things
in the Law and in Jewry.l You see,
he was very complimentary, lie did not
bring op-position because of ~“foolishness,
and that is the lesson that you and |

want to learn. The Lord is not going
to bless you much for doing foolish
things. Be as “wise as serpents and

as harmless as doves.”  Whenever you
have done the best you can don’t be sur-
prised if the world, even after you have
done them a Kkindness, should hate you.
Our Lord said, “Marvel not if the world

hate you and say all manner of evil
against you falsely for Mv sake.** You
will get plenty of it, then. You are to

be prepared, then, dear friends, for plenty
of opposition, and this will be a time
for your faithfulness. The Scriptures
tell us that whosoever will live godly
in this present age shall suffer perse-
cution. If you do not have any perse-
cution it is a sign that you are not living
godly, and you had better hurry up and
live godly so as to have a chance of get-
ting into the kingdom—only do not mate
the mistake of acting foolishly. I do
not say that I myself have not done things
thilt WffP' T\t 'dbfie in the wisest manner,
but | hope we are all learning to be
as wise as we can.

Smiting the Rock:

Is there anv similarity in the incident
of Moses smiting the Rock in Numbers
20 :ii, and the present propaganda of the
Watch Tower B. and T. Society?

We agree with the suggestions of the
questioner, that there would appear to
be a correspondency here. Moses was
told to speak to the Rock : hud he done
so then it would have been the more
clearly seen that it was the Lord who
had arranged the matter; but Moses, in
his zeal and righteous indignation, used
his own energy while he reviled the people
for their lack of faith. So now the
Watch Tower management have set out
on an expedition of reviling and smiting
of Christendom, and have exceeded the
Lord’s command. It would also appear
that there is danger that the effect may
be the same as with Moses—that is, 4
coming short, and a hindering from en
trance into the jovs beyond Jordan, for
the work these friends are engaged in
is not conducive to the growth of the
fruits of the spirit, which are love, joy.
peace, gentleness, moderation, etc., but
rather to the encouragement of the work’
of the flesh—pride and the rejoicing in
the belitticment of others, evil-speaking
and slander. We may depend upon it
that the Lord will not require of His
people any service which will be injurious
to the spiritual development of the
Church.

Strmnge Fire-

Another enquires regarding the ottering
of strange fire by the two sons of Aaron,
and whether of not the Watch Tower man
agemrnt ha« fallen into a similar error.
It is, indeed, u very srrinti« matter, and
while we would agree that the Watch
Tower friends would term to have lran«
gressed along the same line of error, it
would oot be that their error wes in
any way typified by this incident. How
ever, one cannot get awav from the feet
that when they placed the volume, which
they falsely call Pastor Austell's Seventh
Volume of Studies, on the table and said,
that la the Lord's message through Pas
tor Russell continued, It was untrue, and
it would seem that the Lord smote the

Society. That very dav the dimmer

pHt is twain, and ntlonai baa
reigned in regard to the work ever wore.
Tbtr persisted in the wrong coarse, md
the result is an interference with the
work and n closing down of op”fomabn
of promulgating the truth bv the Society.

-0

NEWS5 AND NOTES.

SECRETARY TO VISIT SOUTH AUV
TRAI 'A AND \\ EST AUSTRALIA
Mr. R. E. B. Nicholson i> due ta leste

Melbourne c¢cm the iQth September, and is

expected to visit several tc>«09. in fhab

Australia and proceed by rail to ref*

via Kalgoorlie.

Those friends who mav be wiiikin reach

and who would like Mr. Nmbotaan to
visit them, kindle coraauililt ease
with Mr. C. V Main, 7 btornt St,

Eullarton, S.A., or Mr. Fradbwrpx =7
Stanmore St., Suhiaco, W A., who>may
be able to make additions to tbe diner-
.rv _and supply pan of mcetmgx
etc.

RE CONDUCT TOWARDS OTHERS!

Titus 3 2: '"‘Remind them to speak evil

of no man, oot to be quarrelsome, but
gentle, manifesting entire humility to all
men.
j. For ourselves were, at one uuh
foolish, disobedient, deceived, in band-
age to v:rious inordinate desires and plea-
sures, living in malice and envy, odious»
and hating each other.

4. But when the kindness and knt to
man of God our Saviour appeared*

5. He saved us, not because of 9om
works of righteouMiess. but according to
Ilis own Mercy, through the washing or
a new birth, and the renovation of the
Holy Spirit,

6. Which He poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

7. So that, having been justified through
His favour, we might become heirs ac-
cording to a hope of eternal life.

8. This statement is true, and respect-
ing these things, | wish \ou to affirm
strongly so that those who have belvexed
ill God, uiuv excel in good works-

These are the things that are good, asdt
profitable to men**

TRUTH WILL OUT

Actorgling to report just: receividL Mr.
Woodwcirth, one 0f (he authors 1
pSeudo Seventh \ &lunie. made a
ment at tbe trial of tbe Sarch
Dijrectors at Brooklvn to the effei
he had commenced the prep*ration
vtilume in iQod OIr 1Q07. How,
Qubi it be Pastor Russell*s work at alL

It was after this date, about i»S that
Mr, Woodworth, evidently ;till under the
influence of spiritism fhe had beeu a
medium) proceeded to the Bible House
and informed Pastor Russell that he had
come to take his place, as the Pastor had
proved to be the unfaithful servant This
is the man who presumes to write the
Seventh Volume, and call it “Pastor Rus-
sell's Posthumous Work*"—the greatest
work published in the Gospel Age No
wonsler that, beginning with aD uutruth,
it is found inetni«teiBt, contradiil
un*cripturab and unreasonable  andi
void of the spirit of themLord.

It was also proved before the (‘«met
that all the gwotition« from Fa«dew H/*
sell contained in the 'rolunae had been
pillalished previoosiv to hn death, to that
there is nothing |»Ostium«ops about N

*0

RE DUTY TO E?\éVl KS THAT

7. 1b0; *. “The tend«miy to «peak rvik
of digniurir-. k> caviealare | **
prevalent mu, which 1 doing du*h Dof#
In utiderimne gM*d gov:Tiimenll than the
lunn takers seen» to realLe. VICIIlou_btggb
there are times and wavs Wf pic”™"
ing ap iu\*t thing! and Blethod* with arhkh
we b not fully agvte. But the peopl
(. should pre-<minentL -ta»d foe law
and arder, with null h justere at Ml

be alltamable, a tiling tor absolut# fuo
the wntil the kg of kimp «hall take
Hu Millennial ThtoAe ~ Mu tflliOIlli
to wml meantime (wnitrii Sept., [«II) ftt

that wr *hr tublject to the paweX that
be,* and follow pea.» wijth *» »..' .*
far nnsaibl* Nueeell

W all Tosta, Puai Carda (Poem»), *nd
Silk Ribbon Hook Mark:.

Tract Hooiety, Temple Com, Collin* »
Milkourn-.
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