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CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pittsburgh, Pa., October 26-28. This, tke
Sixth Annual Reunion Convention, will be held on
the last Friday, Saturday and Sunday of October;
and those in charge of arrangements at Pittsburgh
are planning on a bigger and better gathering of the
saints this year than heretofore. Everyone who can
possibly attend should do so. The program includes
a large number of representative brethren from var-
ious parts of the country, and there also will be a
large public meeting in historic Carnegie Hall, on
the subject, “Are the Nations Facing Armageddon?”

The other sessions of the convention will be held
in the Old Bible House Chapel on Arch Street, N.
S., where the Present Truth movement was inaug-
urated by Brother Russell half a century ago. A
Memorial Service will be held at his graveside on

Saturday, October 27th; and on Sunday afternoon
a Daptismal service will be conducted. Friends de-
siring further information may address the class sec-
retary, Mr. J. C. Jordan, 247 Greenwood Avenue,
Pittsburgh 2, Pa.

Boston, Mass., Sunday, November 18. This
conbention will be held in IHuntington Chambers
Hall, 30 Huntington Avenue. Services will be held
moruing and afterncon. Friends in the New England
district are specially invited. Many blessed gather-
ings of this kind have been held in Boston in recent
years; and there is every.reason to believe that the
November 18th assembly will also prove to be a rich
spiritual blessing to all those who can attend.

Newark, N. J. November, 12. Arrangements
for this gathering are not yet complete, but further
announcements will be made later. Programs will be
sent to all friends in the North Jersey territory.

A Mid-West, Mid-Winter Convention. A
general convention for the Middle West sometime
during the winter is being considered. We are asked
to make this advanced announcement in order that
the friends may be thinkjng about it. Its purpose, if
held, will be in the nature of an effort to reach and
help brethren who at present may not be attending
any regular meetings. Toledo, Ohio, we understand,
is heing favorably considered as a lacation. If held,
all the friends will be invited to cooperate. Further
announcements will be made as we receive the infor-
mation.

Concerning Good Hopes Report

The Dawn Publisher's quarterly report of Good
Hopes, due to appear in this issue of THE DAWN
has Deen posponed for one month, It will appear in
the November issue, and will include the months of
June, July, August and September. By thus includ-
ing September in the report future quarterly reports
will cover the regular quarters of the year. '

Pittsburgh Convention Report

We are requested to announce that the Pittsbhurgh
brethren contemplate publishing a complete report of
their forthcoming convention; and that all orders
for this report should be sent direct to the Associated
Bible Students, 610 Arch Street, N. S. Pittsburgh,
Pa. The report will be preiced at 25 cents the sin‘gle
copy, five copies for $1.

SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS

BROTHER W. T. BAKER

BROTHER J. H. HOEVELER

BROTHER EDWARD MAURER

Hartford, Conn., Nov. 18 Pittsburgh, Pa., Oct., 26-28 - Duquesne, Pa., Oct. 21
BROTHER .B. BOULTER BROTHER W. F. HUDGINGS Beaver, Pa., Nov,, 18
Newark, N. J. Nov. 11 Raltimore, Md., Novw il BROTHER OSCAR MAGNUSON
BROTHER 'C. P. BRIDGES BROTHER J. T. JOHNSON Prowidence, R. 1., Nov. 13
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Pittsburgh, Pa., L. 26-28 Youngstown, Ohio, . 18 New Bedford, Mass., Nov, 18
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BROTHER JOHN DAWSON Duquesne, Pa., . Nov. 4 Duquesne, Pa., Nov. 11

Newark, N. J., Nov. 11 East Liverpool, Ohio, . 23 _BROTHER G. M. WILSON
BROTHER C. I'. GEORGE BEROTHER GEORGE KENDALL New Kensington, Pa., Nov. 1i
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Vol. 3, No. 1

OCTOBER, 1934

One Dollar a Year

News @ iews

Religion and Welfare Recovery

N SUNDAY, October 7th we all are sup-
posed to go to church, or else stay at home
and pray for men to return to God. So says

. the Nationnl Committee for Religion and
Welfare Recovery. The aim is a 100 per cent mob-
ilization of the religious and welfare forces in the
land, with every one attending some shrine of wor-
ship—in church, synagogue or home—on this date,
called “Loyalty Sunday.”

The aforesail Committee consists of leaders of
some two hundred religious and educational institu-
tions, thirty-six of whom are bishops. The member-
ship also includes college presidents, editors, minis-
ters, priests and rabbis; as well as many prominent
laymen from the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish
faiths.

The fact is that in the past four years there has
been a decrease of 60 per cent in the income of most
of the American religious and ethically educational
institutions. It is high time that this decrease is ar-
rested, say these leaders of the church systems. They
hope that a “Loyalty Sunday” now and then may
assist them in overcoming the difficulty. The Liter-
ary Digest says:

“A nation-wide effort on the part of all churches and
synagogues, with the cooperation of the secular maga-
zines, the daily press, radio, newsreels, luncheon clubs,
athletic organizations, etc.,, with possible proclamation
by the President of the United States, the governors of
each State, and mapors of many cities, will he made to
secure as nearly as practicable the presence of every
citizen in some house of worship or home.”

If. as a result of this effort, a few hundreds
or a few thousands of persons actually do “return to
God,” will they return to the God of truth, or merely
to the superstitious beliefs of the ancient creedal
systems of ‘Christendom? Will ‘they return to the
mediaeval conceptions of the Deity, telieve that He

is being outwitted by the devil, and that the majority
of peop'e will go to a hell of eternal torment? Aud
if they really turn round-about-face and actually re-
turn to God and truth, what church will maintain
them in that new attitude? R

I ail the people would he told the Truth when
they go to church on these "“Loyalty Sundays,” we
could zealously and cheerfully endorse the effort. If
they woull he told that the Messianic Kingdom is
drawing near, and that it will deliver'the world from
all its woes and establish laws of righteousness -which
sha'l lead to happiness and everlasting life, then we
should all want to he there. What an opportunity
this would he to give the people the real gospel mes-
sage, the “good tidings of great joy”,; setting before
them the glorious fact of the approaching general
resurrection, when men shall come forth from the
tomb and live on earth again, in peace and good-will ;
explaining to them that in order to helong to the
true church of Christ we must follow in the footsteps
of Tesus; and that when the church of Christ is com-
pleted the blessings of God will he dispensed to alt
humanity ; and that then the earthly Kingdom, as
well as the heavenly one, will be established for ever,
We wonder if any of the clergymen will embrace
such an opportunity as this to proclaim the divine
plan as it is plainly set forth in God's Word.

Today, in the light of revealed prophecy, the Bible
speaks with a loud voice. Tt is not for men to trifle
with its message, or with the hope it gives. “Seek
righteousness, seek meekness; it may be that ye may
be hid in the day of the Lord's anger,” is the proph-
ct’s message, and the Lord’s message; and it should
be thundered from all the pulpits in every land.

Yet, we are fully aware of the fact that the peorle
do need to come to God, and to see in Him the glor-
iously benevolent Being who loves them and who
gave His Son to dic¢ for them. Thank God they: will
come to an appreciation of these facts in the Millen-



2 T HE

nial age of Christ, when the “knowledge of the Lord
shall cover the whole earth as the waters cover the
sea,” and when “no man will need to say to his
neighbor nor to his brother, Know the Lord; for all
shall know Me, saith the Lord, from the least of
them to the greatest of them; for I will be merciful
to their unrighteousness, and their iniquities will I
remember no more.”"—Isa. 11:9; Heb. 8:11, 12.

Give Mankind a Chance

ONE OF THE WORLD’S troubles today is too
much industrial centralization. So says Harry L.
Hopkins, Administrator of the FERA, writing on
this subject in the New York Times Magazine. He
says:

“I believe the time has come to decentralize as much
of industry as possible, and I do not say this either as
a follower of Gandhi or of ‘Longfellow. The alternative
is not an Arcadia, Our rural slums arc as bad as our
city slwms.... It is becoming clear that if a very size-
able number of people whom industry is mow {failing
are to be again included in its benefits, adjustments, etc.,
such decentralization must be effected.”

In other words, Mr. Hopkins is saying, “Give
every man a chance.” Why should a few people be
allowed to monopolize almost everything? The
prophet said, “The earth hath He (God) given to the
children of men.” When all men actually come into
possession of the earth in the divinely intended way,
there will be no selfish centralization, no depression,
and no poverty, as at present. The prayer, “Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” will at that
time be fulfilled.’ It is not God’s will that men should
be selfish, grasping and monopolistic, but that they
should be altruistic and mutually helpful. When
“the judgments of the Lord are in the earth (as they
will be ere long)” what a transformation they will
make in the direction of real prosperity and happi-
ness !'—Isaiah 26:9.

A Book Eulogized but Neglected

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT sent a message to the
Lutheran Convention at Rye, N. Y., on the 400th
anniversary of Martin Luther’s translation of the
Bible. The President said, “I am glad to include
myself among the many who know the peace that
comes to those that turn to the Bible for help. It
1s a fountain of strength—a source from which never-
ending comfort may be obtained.”

In an address to the aforesaid convention, Dr. R.
S. Ressmeyer, of Baltimore, Md., said:

“All your alphabetical relief projects will not make
for permanent social betterment and stability if the God-
prescribed principles in this book (the Bible) are not
practiced. Let profiteering and racketteering and throat-
cutting competition and love of money and greed and
hatred and sensuality and selfishness, transgressions of
the laws of God and nature, rejection of the Redeemer
and His sayings, holl sway, and you have ultimate
national disaster, international strife, and individual
destruction, ruin, havoc, war.

“Unleash the war hounds, uncage the gold fiends, un-
bridle the passion beasts, and unstop the mouths of the
critics of this book, and paganism will stalk through
“this fair land and we will take our place mmong the
nations that once were.
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“The solution of all the world’s perpetual and per-
plexing problems and the present intensified ills, indi-
vidual, national, international, spiritual, social, comimer-
cial and political, are to be found in this—a book hid-
den away under an accumulation of skepticism, human-
ism, muaterialism, intellectualism, pleasureism—a. boolk
that this age knows but often ignores, a book this age
reads, but for most part does not believe. Though it is
the world’s best seller, though God is its Author, though
its principles are fundamental and touch the heart and
root of things, it lies on many a table, or stands on
many a bookshelf, untouched and unread. Think of it!
God's Word, the world’s most neglected hook! Men say
this bock has failed. They point to the present umrest
and upheaval in the world’s economic crder, and’ say

the book has failed. - ) .
“Now | guarantee you that if mankind had lived up

to the ideais of this book, the world slaughter with its
terrible aftermath, the industrial chaos from which we
are gradually emerging, would never have been; for the
principles that God has laid down in these pages are
basic and fuadamental, founded on love, justice and

truth.”

To the foregoing eulogy on the Bible we can truly
say, Amen, Moreover we can prove that the 'Bi’ble’g
principles are founded on love, justice and truth. _It
only people had been told the real truths that are in
the Bible. there would be much more interest gener-
ally manifested in that hook today. The fact is that
no book has been more misrepresented than the Bible.
Those who have aimed to be its best (riends have fre-
quently proved to be its worst enemies. What the
people need is to be told the truth as to what the
Bible teaches.

It should be made known that the word trans-
lated ‘hell’ in the King James version of the Old
Testament is sheol, which means the grave; and that
the word corresponding thereto in the New Testa-
ment is hades, which also means the grave, or state
of death. If the ministers—including Dr. Ressmeyer
—would all undertake the task of explaining some
of thiese simple doctrinal facts about the Bible, in-
stead of merely saying what a good book it is, they
would do much to restore confidence in it as a re-
liable guide to the people in their effort to find the
true path of righteousness amtl justice. To those
whio suppose that the Bible teaches that the Creator
intends to eternally torment all'those who don’t accept
and follow Christ in this life, it is difficult, by the
mere use of flowery language, to convey a convincing
argument that it should be accepted as the standard of
justice in national and internationalk affairs.

The Bible contains the plan of 'God as it relates to
the creation of man, the falt into sin, the way of

- salvation—hoth for the church in this age, the “great

salvation to joint-heirship with Christ in His thous-
and-year reign upon the earth, and the general sal-
vation of the world to life everlasting upon the earth
~—the overthrow of evil, and the present prospects
and future joys of believers,

Its doctrines are holy—entirely different and sep-
arate from the heathen concepts of the non-Christian
worshipper. Its precepts are ennobling, its histories
are true, and its decisions are equitable.

Read it to be wise, and practice its teachings to be
God-like. -
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It is the Christian traveler’s compass and chart, the
heavenly pilgrim’s staff, Truth’s warrior’s sword, and
the highest known charter of liberty and right.

In its prophetic vision Paradise is to be restored
upon the earth, man uplifted from the fall, the power
of death—the Bible hell—destroyed; and eternal lite
and happiness is to be the final boon of the human
race.

The Bible reveals Christ to be the one and only
avenue of approach to God. He Himself said, “No
man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” 1In due
time He will be lifted up before the world so that
all will have a full opportunity of coming to Him.

The Bible affords a mine of wealth in facts of
truth, a royal palace of verbal beauty; and a garden
of fragrance and peace.

It involves the highest responsibility toward the
highest things, and warns men against trifiing with
its holy contents.

Study it humbly, frequently and prayerfully, and
it will yield its treasures to your heart, and will
guide you on to the ineffable consummation of your
present life, and reveal the joys of the life to come.

Revive Heart Action

SOME OHIO DOCTORS have discovered a means
of reviving the heart action after death. This does
not necessarily bring the dead person back to life,
but it does enable the doctors to make experiments
upon the active human heart; and many mysteries
pertaining to heart and blood circulation will thus
have a chance to be cleared up. The experimenters
say, “This method permits the study of a number of
physiological problems which can be attacked by no
other means.” The doctors also hope they may be
able to revive the heart in an important crisis, and
thus prolong life,

To actually cause the dead to live, in the sense of
setting aside the processes of death now working in
the human race, is a task the secret of which belongs
to God. It was preparatory to applving this secrei
to human needs that led to the death of Jesus on
Calvary. He it was who said that by virtue of His
sacrifice, “All that are in their graves shall hear His
(Christ’s) voice and shall come forth.,” Then will
stretch the great age of life before humanity, and the
complete destruction of death really will be accom-
plished; and all the dead will he awakened.

Churches Not Converting the World

UNDER THE CAPTION, “Why We Do Not Win
the World,” Leslie D. Weatherhead, writing in the
Christian Adwocate, says,

“If we look at both the intellectual quest and the em-
phasis on service in modern religion, it must be a cause
of wonder that with all our church organizations and
the irrefutable intellectual basis of Christianity, the world
in her problems does not follow the way we advocate.

“When I ask myself what is the matter, I seem to
see a castle on a hill, called the ‘Castle of Life. Thous-
ands are seeking emt-apce into it. Disabled lives all
around us cry out to us, to know i we can tell them
the secret of the mastery of life.
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“\We sav, ‘Christ is the key; we know the way! But
having looked at us, men pass on, with a strange ex-
pression in their eves. And what do they see? Our
grey faces, We ask them to come to church, press them
to join our organizations, argue with them intellectually.
But we are like men who claim to have a cure for some
specific disease, yet the world can see the symptoms of
the disease in our faces.

“So it is that the unrest and problems of the world
are the unrest and problems of our own hearts, writ
large. We have not got the first right thing for our
selves, and the way of Christ cannot be successfully ad-
vocated to the world by people who have not tried it
themselves.”

A considerable part of the disappointing bewilder-
ment expressed by Mr. Weatherhead, in the forego-
ing quotation, is due to the fact that he does not seem
to see clearly just what constitutes the church’s mis-
sion in this age. Had this been God's time for the
general conversion of the world the world would
have been converted! Tt is probably just as well that
the whole world has not accepted very seriously the
conception of God that is portrayed by most of the
creeds of the denominational churches. This is the
age when God’s church is being selected. These--
few in number, but including all true Christians
wherever they are found—are to be associated with
Jesus in the Kingdom work of the Millennial age,
which work will be the actual reconciling of the world
to God. This future work of the 'church will proceed
until the world, fully converted, will know the Cre-
ator as a God of love rather than of torment. The
prophet says that then God will “turn to the people
a pure language, that they may all call upon the name
of the Lord, to serve Him with one consent.”--
Zeph. 3:0. :

Camera Quicker Than the Eye

THE WONDERS of discovery and invention stiil
continue, as we expect them to do in this “time of
the end.” There is a new cine-camera that malces
2,500 pictures in a single second, and records time in
fractions of one thousandth of a second. This new
camera uses ffty feet of film a second, which is abhout
twenty times the speed of the “slow motion” films
now being used to entertain the public. So exceed-
ingly rapid are these pictures that they record things
whiclr the naked eye fails to detect. “For example,”
says the Literary Digest, “a marble was dropped
into a bowl of milk, and the result was most unex-
pected formations in the splash; and even after the
splash appeared to have subsided, a long colunm of
milk was seen slowly rising to the height of several
inches before gradually disappearing in a series of
geometrical designs.” .
_ Such results from the cinema prove that there ex-
ists what psychologists call a “fringe” or “margin”
of consciousness; and that heyond the sights which
we see are thousands that we do not see—even with
the aid of these modern scientific instruments. In
view of this acknowledged fact, why should men re-
fuse to believe in a realm where dwell spiritual beings
invisible to human eyes? Does our inability to see
them, either with the natural eye or with some scien-
tific instrument, disprove their existence? Indeed not!



TAKING MORE EARNEST HEED

“Therefore, we ought to give more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slis” —Hebrews 2: 1.

] N THE foregoing words the apostle states
"‘é‘ l the conclusion of an important theme that
‘E@:, runs throughout this entire Epistle to the
=A== Hebrews, which is that of giving earnest
heed to the things which pertain to our Christian
life—*the things which we have heard.” The text is
introduced by the word “therefore,” indicating that
there is some special reason why we should give earn-
est heed; and what is this reason?

Turning back to the first chapter of this epistle, we
find that the apostle reveals the reason why these
things which we have heard are so fundamental to
our Christian life—why we should endeavor not to let
them slip. Beginning with verse one of the opening
chapter, we read:

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manuers
spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son,
whom He hath appointed heir of all things; by whom
also He made the worids...being made so much
better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance ob-
tained a more excellent name than they. For unto
which of the angels said He at any time, Thou ait
My Son, this day have I begotten Thee?” And then
in verse 13 the apostle also asks, “But to which of
the angels said He at any time, Sit thou on My right
hand, until T make thine enemies My footstool?”
—Hebrews 1:1-13.

The Channel of Truth

In the passage just quoted the apostle is pointing
out the great importance, dignity and authority of the
One whom Jehovah has used in these “last days”
as the real channel of truth to His people. He does
not discount the importance of the message that was
delivered by the holy prophets of old: nor does he
minimize the value of the ministration of angels.
Any message that the Lord may have for His peogple
is important, regardless of the messengers used; hut
Paul would have us understand that in these last days
" the message of truth concerning the “great salvation”
has come to God's people with a far greater weight
of authority than ever before—that God has spoken
to us through His Son.

Our Heavenly Father has never invited His angeis
to sit on His “right hand,” but He did extend that
invitation to His beloved Son. Hence it is that in
these “last days” the people of God are blessed with
the message of truth direct from the divine throne,
And because Jesus, this highly honored spokesman of

the Father, placed His stamp of approval upon the
prophets of old, and because He authorized the apos-
tles to be His inspired representatives, the entire Bib-
le becomes to us a message from the center of all
authority—the throne of Jehovah.

“Therefore, we ought to give more earnest heed to
the things which we have heard,” for they have not
come to us by the will of man, nor through any
human channel—they are not the guesses and spec-
ulations of human philosophy, they are of divine or-
igin, and have come to us through none other than
His beloved Son; with all the authority, with all the
dignity and with all the importance of God Himself.
“Therefore,” we can rely on these things.

Let Us Hold Fast

Continuing, the apostle says, “Iow shall we escape
if we neglect so great salvation, whicli at the first be-
gan to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard Him.” Thus the apostle,
all the way through this wonderful epistle, is encour-
aging us to “hold fast” to the truth and to all that
the truth means to us, because of the fact that it came
to us from God through the high agency of His he-
loved Son. Let us now briefly review the successive
arguments which the apostle uses in order to firmly
establish in the reader’s mind how really important it
is that the ChHlristian should indeed “hold fast,” as
well as the means that the Lord has provided in order
that His people may be faithful in doing His will.

In the second chapter the apostle proceeds to give
some detailed information concerning Jesus and His
connection with the human race, and especially what
His death and resurrection ultimately will mean to
the whole world of mankind. Then he goes on to say
that even though this highly exalted One was so
greatly honored of theFather, yet He has been pleas-
ed to associate with Him a group of people from
among the fallen race; and that He is not ashamed
to call them His brethren; and that these brethren of .
His also have the hope of being highly exalted with
Him—of being “joint-heirs” with Christ. Then he
says, “wherefore, holy brethren (brethren of this
highly exalted One), partakers of the heavenly call-
ing, consider the apostle and high priest of our pro-
fession, Christ Jesus.

It is worthy of note that the apostle should thus
give first place in his effort to encourage steadfast-
ness to that of the glorious reward that is attached
to faithfulness. It is a fact that one of the first evi-
dences of discouragement on the part of a Christian,
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and of a lack of interest in the things of God, is the
tendency to lese one’s vision of the heavenly reward
that has been promised.

Do We Appreciate Our High Calling?

We sometimes hear it said, “Well, I will be satis-
fied withl whatever the Lord has for me—I know He
is just, and whatever place He may have for me in
the divine arrangement wiil be all right” That
seems a very unselnsh view, of coutise, and in a way
it may show our acquiescence to the divine will. But
is such indifference really pleasing to God? If the
president of the United States, or some other highly
respected personage, should invite us to take dinner
with him, would we be wholly indifferent as to the
honor, and feel just as well satisfied if when we called
at the appointed place, we didn't get to dine with the
host as promised, but were shoved into the kitchen to
eat with servants instead? No, we naturally would
feel that we had been invited to better things, and
therefore would be keenly disappointed. And if we
wwere satisfied to miss the high honor, would the pres-
ident he pleased that we were just as happy to eat
with the servants as we would have been to dine at

his table? While it is true that whatever the Lord
" may have for us will be very good, and will be far
more than we are worthy of, yet it is also true that
He has invited us to joint-heirship with His Son;
and we should duly appréciate the honor and strive
dilligently to attain it.

Turning our minds back to the time when we first
came to know about the truth, and when we first
made our consecration, do we not find that at that
time the hope of the hvgh calling was very vivid in
our minds? Did we not feel very sure ahout it then?
If we do not feel so sure about it today, what is the
reason? What has happened to change us? Doubt-
less in many instances the thing that has happened is
this: to a greater or less extent we have lost sight of,
present truth, and of the fact that the truth and all
it means to us really came to us from God Himself
through His beloved Son; and not from man. To
the extent that we fail to recognize this fundamental
fact, and instead begin to assodiate the truth and our
experiences in connection with it with human agen-
cies and institutions, we are certain to lose our en-
thusiasm for and our faith in the things that God
Himself has promissd to do for us, regardless of
human organizations or relations.

Earth-born Clouds

We accepted the fact in the beginning, that the
truth came from God; and also that we arne invited
individually to a place in His Kingdom. Why is it
that some of the brethren are not so sure about it
today? As already noted, one reason probably is
that disappointments in respect” to human associ-
ations have come in between them and the Lord, as
an “earth-born cloud.” If we permit earthly things
to hide our vision of heavenly truth, it means that we
are not taking proper heed to the things which we
have heard—we are letting them slip. If human

DAWN 5

“channelism” has destroyed our faith in the heavenly
promises, or quenched our zeal and enthusiasm for
the truth and its service, it means that measurably
we have lost sight of the fact that it is through Jesus
Himself that God has spoken to us in these “last
days.”.

And then too, when we come to the point where
we listlessly feel that ‘whatever the Lord has for us
is good enough,’ and we cease to “seek first” the
Kingdom blessings along with His righteousness,
and thus begin to lose sight of the dignity and im-
portance of the heavenly invitation and of the fact
that it is the Lord's “good pleasure” to give us
the Kingdom, almost me\rltably we will feel sub-
consciously at least, that ‘almost anything in the way
of devotion or service is good enough for the Lord’;
and will begin to slacken our efforts in the narrow
way! Hence the apostle endeavors to encourage us
by holding before us the important doctrinal fact of
our high calling-—“Holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.”—Heb. 3:1.

The apostle continues, “Let us therefore fear, lest
a promise being left us of entering into His rest,
any of you should seem to come short of it.” (Heb.
4:1.) Here is a test of faithfulness in respect to
our confidence in and obedience to every promise
and every commandment that has been given us.
Jesus said, “Man shall not live by hread alone but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” To the extent that we do not take careful
heed to these things—are not on the alert regarding
all that the Lord reveals concerning our relation-
ship to Him—we lose out in the Christian way.
There is nothing in the Bible that is unnecessary;
it is all there for our admonition and up-building
in the faith.

Come Boldly to the Throne of Grace

In Hebrews the fourth chapter the apostle points
out the value of prayer as a means of holding fast
to the Lord and to the truth. He says: “Seeing
then that we have a great High Priest that is passed
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us held
fast our profession. For we have not an High Priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore, come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy
and find grace to help. in time of need.”

Thus does the apostle advocate the necessity of
prayer as one of the means by which we hold fast to
the important things which God has spoken through
His Son. We could not hope to finish our course
with joy and be true overcomers if we neglected the
privilege of prayer. One of our good hymns aptly
says:

“Restraining prayer, wk cease to fight;
Prayer keeps the Christian’s armor bright
"And Satan trembles when he sees

The weakest saint upon his knees.”
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It is in the latter part of the fifth chapter of He-
brews that the apostle reveals the necessity for this
letter of admonition to “hold fast.” He says, “Of
whom (Jesus) we have many things to say, and hard
to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. For
when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have
need that onme teach you again which be the first
principles of the oractes of God; and are become
such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.”

Manifestly Paul, in the foregoing text from He-
brews, was adddessing a group of Christians whom
Jesus was not ashamed to call His brethren, and
which had been made partakers of the heavenly call-
ing; but temporarily they had become so negligent
that they had need that someone teachi them again
even the very first principles of the truth—and Paul
sought to bring the fact home to them for their own
good. But Paul was not one who was in a hurry to
push any of his brethren out beyond the wonderful
circle of brotherly love. Indeed, he was so filled with
God’s spirit of love himself, that he was willing and
desirous of doing everything possible for his breth-
ren in order to keep them in line for the things which
the Lord had promised; and he realized the great
need of keeping before the halting ones the first
principles of the truth—that these things be preached
to them “again.” .

If some of us today were dealing with a group of
brethren who had slipped so far back from their
Christian privileges as had those early Hebrew
brethren, we probably would be inclined to assume an
air of superiority over them. But Paul was not the
kind of a Christian to display an attitude of this
kind, He assured these Hebrews that they were
Christ’s brethren, hence also his brethren; and he
reminded them they were partakers of the heavenly
calling. Yes, Paul had a generous portion of that
sort of love of which the poet speaks—“The love
that will not let me go.” Nor does the Lord cast
us off every time we make a slip. The apostle knew
this; hence he encouraged the Hebrews to come bold-
ly to the thfone of grace, that they might obtain
mercy and find help in every time of need.

Leaving the First Principles

Continuing in chapter six the apostle says, “There-
fore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,
let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the
foundation of repeutance from dead works, and of
faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptism and of
laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead,
and of eternal judgment. And this will we do if
God permit.” A study of Paul's sermon on Mar’s
Hill, as recorded in the 17th chapter of Acts, reveals
the fact that what Paul alludes to as the “first princ-
iples” of the doctrine of Christ are those simple mat-
ters which he ordinarily preached to unbelievers.

It is interesting to recall that according to the ac-
counts given us in the book of Acts it frequently hap-
pened that when the apostles entered a city and pro-
claimed the gospel for the first time, many individ-
uals, and sometimes even whole families, would im-
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mediately believe, and then be baptized—all within a
few hours. Having this in mind, it is apparent that
what Paul was telling the Hebrew Christians was
that they had been so negligent of their privileges in
connection with the truth that at the time he wrote to
them they were no farther along in the way than
when they first heard the gospel preached; and fur-
thermore, that they even needed to have those sim-
ple truths concerning Christ preached to them agein.
The apostle then continues: “For it is impossible
-for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
holy spirit, and have tasted of the good Word of God,
and the powers of the world to come, if they shail
fall away, to remew them again unto repentance.”
In other words, Paul was here saying that although
the Hebrews had been very negligent of their priv-
ileges, yet in the beginning they had given evidence
of a real heart appreciation of these wonderful things
that had been spoken by the Son of God; hence they
should realize that they were now ih a dangerous
position because of their luke-warmness toward God
and His Word. That the Hebrew Christians had
not already fallen beyond the point of possible re.
covery is evidenced by the fact that the inspired
apostie deemed it wise to write this epistle in an
effort to arouse them to renewed zeal for the Lord
and for the truth—to ‘give more earnest heed.”

Build Upon the Sure Foundation :

The apostle does mnot say, as some erroneously
suggest, that we should become so advanced as to
“lay aside” the foundation truths of God’s great
plan. Far from it! Indeed, he makes it plain that
one of the needs of the Hebrew Christians was that
these first principles be preached to them again. In
view of this plain statement it would be illogical to
interpret the apostle’s words as meaning that we
may cease to discuss the foundation doctrines of onr
faith, either in public or in private, or in any way
ignore them or minimize their importance. The
illustration given by the apostle is that of a builder
“leaving”—not “laying aside”’—the foundation, in the
sense that he builds up from it. A builder does not
construct a foundation in one place and then go else-
where to build the rest of the house. Nor does he
lay aside or ignore the foundation as though it had
served its purpose as a crude model, and then go on
with his building without further reference to it
On the contrary, every true builder will see to it
continually that every stone, brick or beam in the
entire structure lines up with the foundation. In
order to do this he must keep in constant touch with
the foundation of the building.

So it is with the Christian. He must keep in con-
tinual touch with the foundation doctrines of the
truth if he is to be a successful builder, a “workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
Word of Truth.” TIf for even a brief time we should
lose sight of the value of the foundation doctrines of
the divine plan, especially as they relate to the Christ
ian life, we will find that our faith structure will socn
begin to lean over to one side; and the first thing we
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know it will crashi to the earth, and our faith in pres-
ent truth will be gone. This has happened in the
past, and it also is happening today. Let us there-
fore take more earnest heed, that such a fate may not
befall any of us. The Christian today, in order to
be pleasing to God, must worship Him “in spirit
and in fruth”  And it is exceedingly doubtful if the
true spirit of worship—the spirit of unselfish love -
can be maintained if the truth is to any extent ignot-
ed or neglected. Any attempt to build Christian
character now apart from the doctrines of the truth is
sure to lead sooner or later into a condition of Baby-
lonish sectarianism as was the case when the pure
doctrines of the divine plan were lost sight of in the
beginning of the Gospel age.

Let us go on to Perfection

In this same chapter the apostle says, “For when
God made promise to Abraham, because He could
swear by no greater, He swear by Himself... that
we might have a strong consolation, who have fed
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
which hope we have as an anchor to the sout, both
sure and steadfast, and which entereth, into that
which is beyond the veil.” It is evident from this
that what the apostle meant when he said “let us go
on to perfection” was that we should become more
securely anchored to the great hope set before us
in the gospel—to “give more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip.”

- This thought is further borne out in chapter 7,
verse 19, which reads, “For the law made nothing
perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by
the which we draw nigh unto God.” What the apos-
tle wants us to do is to firmly lay hold upon this hope
that is set before us in the gospel, and this cannot be
done by laying aside the doctrines, but by taking
constant heed to them, lest the truth slip from us.
We “take heed” by grasping the grand realities of
this “better hope Ly the which we draw nigh unto
God.” There is no other way to draw nigh unto
God except through the gospel. That is why Jesus
prayed, “Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy
Word is truth.” Error does not sanctify, and to the
extent that we minimize the importance of the pure
truth and seek to become sanctified through philos-
ophies of salvation which have as their foundation
the doctrine of eternal torment and other God-dis-
honoring theories, we are sure to come short of the
goal of perfection which the apostle here sets forth.

Are You Wavering?

Paul says in Hebrews 10:19-23: “Having there-
fore brethren, boldness to enter into the holy by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He
hath consecrated for us, through the vail, that is to
say His flesh; and having an High Priest over the
house of God; let us draw. near with a true heart
with a full assurance of faith, having our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the pro-
fession of our faith without wavering; (for He is
faithful that promised).”

If you are wavering, or at any time in the past
have wavered, what has been the cause? It is prob-
ably because you have forgotten the fact that “He
is faithful that promised.” Temporarily you may
have thought that God’s truth came to you from
some human source; and when later you became dis-
appointed in the supposed source or channel, you
wavered. We are so prone to view the truth and
our Christian life in the light of human imperfections
with which we are surrounded, and then to become
discouraged therewith. Instead of that, we should
ever keep in mind that the unchangeable God is the
One who has made the promises, and that He also
is faithful to fulfil them. God is just as interested
now in that promise He made to Abraham as He
was at the time He made it. God has never becoms
wearied of His purpose to bless all the families of
tlie earth, and is pleased to have us continue enthus-
iastic about our share in that purpose. Yes, God has
gone forward with His plan in spite of all the blas-
phemy that has been heaped upon His name—He is
still faithful and always will be.

Hebrews 10:24,25 says, “And let us consider
one another, to provoke unto love and good works,
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another;
and so muchi the more as ye see the dayapproaching.”
When Paul wrote to the Corinthians he accused them
of being “carnal,” because some among them were
insisting on tying themselves to human leaders, say-
ing, “I am of Apollos,” etc. While it is true that
the Corinthian Drethren were thus manifesting the
spirit of carnality, yet it is evident that they were
sufficiently interested in the truth and in the Lord to
continue assembling themselves together. But the
Hebrew church had become no negligent of their
privileges that they had even ceased to meet toge-
ther for mutual upbuilding in the faith.

Hence the apostle admonishes the Hebrews to for-
sake not the assembling of themselves together, be-
cause he knew that this was one of the most effec-
tive means of becoming rooted and grounded in the
eternal verities of the gospel—‘and so much the
more as ye see the day approaching!” If the apos-
tle could say back there that the day was approach-
ing, how much more is it true down here in the very
dawn of the new day. Hence, how much greater the
necessity now for faithfulness in meeting together
with those of like precious faith.

Call to Mind the Former Days
Paul next bade the Hebrews to recall the time

“when they first learned about the truth—“call to re-

membrance the former days, in which, after ye were
illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions,
partly whilst ye were made a gazing-stock, both by
reproaches and afflictions; and partly whilst ye be-
came companions of them who were so used.” In
another of his epistles Paul encourages the Christ-
ian to forget those things which are behind, and to
reach forward unto the things which are before.
(Phil. 3:13.) In this instance Paul was speaking of
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the things of the world and of the flesh—things that
all Christians should indeed forget so far as possible.
But in this letter to the Hebrews Paul is calling at-
tention to scmething in their past life that he wanted
them to remember, with a view of returning to it.
By urging the Hebrews to call to remembrance the
former days he is also reminding us of the early en-
thusiasm and zeal of our Christian life which we pes-
sessed when we were first illuminated by the trath.
Even these Hebrew Christians who now needed to be
taught again what be the first principles of the or-
acles of God, evidently had been very zealous for the
Lord and the truth in the beginning. Concerning
this the apostle says, “For God is not unrighteous
to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have
shown unto His name, in that ye have ministered un-
to the saints and do (to some extent still) minister.”
—Hebrews 5: 10.

It is evident from this that the Hebrews were in-
deed faithful in the beginning, and it is to this that
Paul has reference when he says, “Call to remem-
brance the former days.” He wished them to re-
member that early labor of love, when they were sc
enthusiastic #bout honoring and glorifyingt God's
name. Paul did not say that their original enthus-
iasm over the Lord and the truth and the brethven
was of little spiritual consequence. Rather, he indi-
cates that the very disappointing thing about the
Hebrews was that they had not continued thus to be
enthusiastic. He says, “And we desire that every
one of you do show the same diligence, to the full
assurance of hope unto the end.”

Summation of Christian Experience

Here, then, is what really constitutes perfection of
Christian experience in God’s sight; namely, a con-
tinuation in the first love enthusiasm, based upon full
assurance of hope—a hope that is vital because baserd
upon God’s promises, and rooted and grounded in the
gospel. This condition continued in until the end
will most surely result in our hearing that “Well
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
joys of thy Lord.” Qur consecration to the Lord was
not something that was to last merely for a year or
s0; it was not until 1914, nor 1934, but was to remain
effective and to be entered into with enthusiasm day
by day, with “full assurance of hope unto the end.”

The apostle continues: “Now the just shall live
by faith; but if any man draw bhack, My soul shall
have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them
that draw back unto perdition; but of them that he-
lieve unto the saving of the soul.” Can we truly
say with the apost'e that we “are not of them who
draw back”? We all would indeed desire to say
this: but if we do not now have the samie zeal and
enthusiasm which we enjoyed when we were first
illuminated it shows that to a marked extent we hage
drawn hack.

In the 11th chapter of Hebrews the apostle makes
a supreme effort to encourage them, and us, by call-
ing attention to those great examples of faithfulness
and diligence as displayed by God’s servants of for-
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“mer ages. He enumerates many of these, and then
adds that time would fail him to tell of all such who
thus obtained a good report through faith. It is of
these faithful examples that he speaks, when in the
beginning of chapter 12 he says, “Wherefore, seeing
we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us.” From what
the Apostle Paul has been discussing throughout this
epistle, it would seem that the “besetting sin” of many
of the Lord’s people is the sin of wavering; that is,
a Tack of continued enthusiasm and zeal for the I.ord,
the truth and the brethren.

We Have Not Yet Resisted Unto Blood

Having called attention to all these wonderful ex-
amples of faith in the past, Paul then comes to the
crowning example of all. He says, “Looking unte
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the cruss,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God. For consider Him that en-
dured such great contradiction of sinners against
Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds,
Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against
sin.”—Chapter 12:24.

Blood means sacrificed life. Jesus did resist unto
blocd, because He actually laid down His life. Some
of the Hebrew Christians had been locked in the
stocks, and all had endured a “great fight of afflic-
tion”; but none of them to whom Paul was writing
had as yet “resisted unto blood.” So it is with us.
We have agreed to walk in His steps, but when the
trials come it is all too easy for us to become dis-
couraged and to permit our enthusiasm to wane.
But instead of being discouraged let us consider
Him, and remember that having entered into a cov-
enant by sacrifice we must continue on and go all
the way with Jesus—even unto death.

Paul next explained that the Christian is not to con-
sider that trouble is an evidence of God’s disfavor;
but on the contrary we should look upon it as mdi-
cating that the Heavenly Father is caring for us as
sons. God trains His people through suffering—
“whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth,” says the
apostle.  Paul himself wasn’t one to be discouraged
because things didn't always go smoothly. In an-
other epistle he relates some of the troubles that had
come to him, and presents them as proof of God's
Llessing. So we should not be discouraged that we
are not getting on toward the Kingdom on “flowery
beds of ease.” We should reioice indeed if we have
the privilege of “filling up that which is behind of
the afilictions of Christ.”’ and should resolve afresh
to he “faithful unto death.”

Nominal vs. True Christianity

The nominal Christian religion is merely a code
of morals to which the name Jesus has been erron-
eously attached. It is something to live by, some-
thing to make one better, with the hope of something
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satisfactory after death. But the real Christian re-
ligion is much more than that—it is something to
dic by and for, The Christian’s death is a sacrificial
one. He dies as a member of the body of Christ in
order that he may reign with Christ in the divine
Kingdom soon to be established. To be a Christian
means to be a part of the great Messianic purpose of
world blessing expressed in Ged’s oath-bound cove-
nant to Abraham. Because of that promise Abraham
looked for a “city” or Kingdom “whose builder and
maker is God.” God's people from Abraham's day
down to the present time have continued to look for
that “city.” Do not think for a moment, when you
are enthusiastically interested in the things in which
God is interested, that you are being childish, or
that all such are mere “babes in Christ.” Do not
think either that God would have us refrain now
from talking about that which all His holy prophets
were inspired to foretell. Rather, we/are to be instant
in season and out of season, proclaiming His Word.

In order to emphasize the fact that the Christian’s
hope is that of the coming Kingdom, Paul says that
we are approaching unto Mount Zion and to the
city of the living God. This is the city for which
Abraham looked. It is the city or Kingdom for
which Jesus taught us to pray. It is the city which

the Revelator in vision saw coming down from God
out of heaven. It is the city in which the Christian
is to be a joint-heir with Christ; and it is the city,
therefore, which should continue to be the inspiraticn
of every faithful follower of the Master. Let us not
for a moment lose sight of this fact. When the trials
and testings come, when being buffeted by Satan and
tempted to give up; let us remember the fact that
we are ‘approaching Mount Zion.” Let us keep this
inspiring light of truth bright and clear before our
minds as a glorious heavenly vision.

Then the apostle concludes, “See that ye refuse not
Him that speaketh; for if they escaped not who re-
fused Him that spake on earth, much more shall not
we escape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh
from heaven.” We have liberty to refuse what may
come to us from human sources; but let us see to it
that we do not refuse Him that speaketh from hea-
ven—the One who to us is the real channel of truth.
And how shall we see to it that we do not refuse
the message that comes from this divine channel?
The apostle has answered this question for us in the
words of our text when he says that we should give
“more carnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.”

“ESTEEMING OTHERS BETTER THAN THEMSELVES”

“Doing nothing from a party spirit or wain glory, but in hwmility esteeming others as excelling our-
selves.”—Phil. 2: 3.

perhaps individually applicable to all of the
Lord’s people. By nature most of us think
rather highly of ourselves, not being entirely
humble. Humility suggests lowliness of mind, a
meek disposition; but not to the extent of having an
inferiority complex. It implies an attitude of being
teachable, of being susceptible to instruction and cor-
rection.

We all undoubtedly have observed minor faults in
our hrethren which, if aware of, could be success-
fully striven against if not completely overcome. But
we may have hesitated to call such matters to their
attention, for fear that they, like ourselves, may not
have sufficient humility to accept our suggestion in
the spirit it is proffered. Indeed, as the apostle else-
where suggests, if we would attempt to aid our bro-
ther by calling attention to a fault for his good, let
us always beware that we do so in all humility. When
we realize that others must also look upon us simil-
arly, we can appreciate the poet’s well-known plea:

“O that God the gift would give us,
To see ourselves as others see us.”

As we develop humility we also will come to ap-
preciate the 'good, according to the spirit, which we
see in others. We must ever remember that pride
in any degree, particularly wilful pride, is’an abom-
ination to our Heavenly Father. With this in mind,
let us honestly view the apostle’s words in our text.
‘What does he mean? Certainly, we cannot say that

[} HE foregoing injunction of the apostle is -

all the members in the body are lower than all other
members! This could not be true. The thought
evidently is that even in those members who, by nat-
ural measurements, we would esteem to be less than
we are, we can view according to the spiritual gaug-
es which the Word provides, and thereby see wherein
they excell us in some ways.

As for the talents which we, by God’s grace may

ssess, let us think upon them humbly, and use
them faithfully to His honor; for others, though pos-
sessing less in talents, nevertheless may use them
with more resolute purpose, and thus be more pleas-
ing and faithful to our Father than are we. Hence
in this respect they would be better than we, for they
would excell us in God’s sight.

Of course, we are bound to see the weaknesses
and frailties of our brethren, particularly where we
know them intimately. But we must let love dwell
upon their good points, upon their loyalty to the
Lord, the truth, and the brethren. The very fact
that one gives evidence of having been called should
be a good recommendation to us. Let us learn to
appreciate the good traits in others whenever we
see them, rather than yielding to the natural tendency
of dwelling on the various faults, real or imagined,
in our brethren.

Humility is the road to glory, whereas pride is
the path to extinction. “Be clothed with humility;
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
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mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due
time: Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth
for you.” (1 Pet. 5:5,6; Jas. 4:6.) “Pride goeth
before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a
fall.” (Prov. 16:18.) Each of these principles is
illustrated in the course taken by Lucifer, Mother
Eve and the Logos, respectively.

We should not close our eyes to any talents or
abilities which we may possess; but we must think
soberly and humbly of them, realizing that they are
the gifts of God. As such they should be used in
His service, as He gives opportunity.

An inferiority complex, thinking too little of our
abilities, underestimating our talents, is an indica-
tion that we do not have the spirit of a sound mind,
that we are not well-balanced to that extent. The
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apostle says that “we have not received the spirit of
fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”
~ Jesus was humble and obedient, even unto death
on the cross. Under the heavy hand which to less
trusting eyes would have seemed suificient to com-
pletely crush Him, He meekly bowed in humble sub-
mission, fully acquiescing to the divine will of Iiis
loving Heavenly Father, knowing that it was the
hand of love which was permitting His testing to the
full. How this course led to His present highly ex-
alted position, far above all principalities, powers,
might and dominion, is shown by the apostle in Phil.
2:5-9 and Eph. 1:17-23. Let us, therefore, heed
Peter’s words: “For even hereunto were ye called;
because Christ also suffered for us, lcaving us an ex-
ample, that we should follow in His steps.”—1 Peter
2:21.

QUICKENING OF THE MORTAL BODY
(From June 1, 1912 Watch Tower)

“If the spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the
dead shall also quicken your wmortal bodies by His spirit that dwelleth in you.”—Rom 8:11.

= VERY TEXT should be considered in the

| light of its context. Paul’'s argument to the
Romans, is that by nature we are all sin-
ners; and that God’s proposition is that He
will accept us as sons on a new plane if our lives be
offered in consecration: “I beseech you, therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.”—Rom. 12:1.

After an individual has made this presentation of
his body for sacrifice, and he has been begotten of
the holy spirit, the mortal body is counted as being
dead, and his mind, his will, is reckoned as the New
Creature adopted into the family of God and seeking
to serve Him and to grow into His likeness, by being
conformed to the likeness of His dear Son. There-
fore, in all such expressions as we find in our text
and its context, the apostle refers exclusively to the
New Creature, and ignores entirely, as dead, the
mortal body. It is from this standpoint that we can
say of the New Creature that he is holy; that the
righteousness of the Law is fulfilled in him, and that
the wicked one toucheth him not.—Romans 8:4;
1 John 5:18.

Energetic in the Service of Righteousness

Those things which he formerly did he is to do no
more. The apostle says, moreover, that he would not
be content merely to be dead in the flesh—in the
sense of simply abstaining from sin—but that he
should seek to become energetic in the service of
righteousness. 1f we ask how this is to be done, the
answer is, “by the spirit of God.” If the spirit of
God was powerful enough to raise our Lord Jesus
from the dead, it will quicken, or energize, our mor-
tal bodies. When our bodies have been reckoned as
alive, quickened, they are energized in opposition to

sin and in harmony with righteousness. This, then,
is the apostle’s thought in our text.

It is well that we should have in nund the thought
that the consecration of our bodies to the Lord may
permit us to do more in His service than we could
have done if we had not been begotten of the holy
spirit.  We are not to expect that this energizing
will work a miracle, such as the restoration of a per-
son in the last stages of consumption, etc. The Lord
does not work in this way. But the Lord’s people
would do well to cultivate the thought that if it be
the Lort’s will they shall be able to do something in
His service. If we have this confidence, every one
of us can do much more than if we do not have it,
for it gives new energy of mind and body.

A great deal of harm is done in the world by peo-
ple who not only have a wrong opinion themselves,
but who spread contagion of thought to others. We
see to what a large extent this is carried on by Chris-
tian Scientists, who deny that there is either pain or
sin or death.

While we do not advocate this course, yet we
should not, on the other hand, imagine that our bod-
ies are in worse condition than they really are, but in
a wise and judicious manner should seek to use them
in the Lord’s service. Instead of discouraging others
we would do well to encourage them to realize that it
is largely according to their faith that they shall be
able to do anything. If we have no strong desire to
accomplish something we shall become weak, sickly.

Power of Mind Over Body

To some extent the world recognizes the power of
the mind over the body. An account in ‘the news-
papers recently told of two great, strong men who
were in bed ill because of the coddling of their moth-
er, who should have encouraged them to get up and
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take a little air-and exercise. Another case reported
was that of a woman who imagined that she was
olass. At first she used to get up while the attend-
ant put the room in order; but later she would not
sit up. After she had been in the bed for a year or
two, the doctor told her that there was nothing the
matter with her body, but with her mind. One day
her relatives got her up in the middle of the room
and left her there, telling her that there was noth-
ing wrong except her attitude of mind. - At first she
declared that she would go to pieces. She did not,
however. With proper encouragement she lost her
fecar of breaking and began to improve; in due time
she was quite well.

You have heard of the professor upon whom some
college boys played a trick. They planned to meet
the professor on his' way to school and to test the
power of the mind over body. The first boy met hir,
as they had agreed, as he was going out of his house,
and told! him he was not looking well. He replied,
“I am feeling quite well.” Another met him a block
away, then another a little further on, telling him
that he looked pale and sick. Yet another met him
and said, “You are a sick man.” Still another greet-
ed him with “Professor A, you should be in bed.”
The next one exclaimed, “I must help you home, for
you are in no condition to be at school!” The profes-
sor went home sick. All this occurred within fifteen
minutes. The story is said to be true.

All through life we are either helping or hinder-
ing others. Tell people something good; seek to
cheer them, and when you are ailing, follow the good
suggestions you make to others. If you have a
headache, moaning will not mend matters. Do not
think so much about it; and by forgetting it, help
nature get rid of it. Nobody knows just how the
power of the mind over| the body is effected. The
claim is that certain attitudes of mind favor certain
microbes. Medical journals have stated that infants
have died in spasms after having been suckled by
mothers who have gotten into a rage a short time
before nursing the children. It is well for all to
have meek and quiet spirits, for faith, love, hope and
kindness make for health.

It is very reasonable and logical that the Lord
should have given us the most wonderful power in
our minds to make people feel better, to control mus-
cle and nerve. One’s conduct in the sick room has
an influence upon the patient. One should speak
kindly and cheerfully. If nothing that will be help-
ful can be said truthfully, it is far better to be quiet
or to remain outside of the sick room,

We Have the Mind of Christ

It is well for us to consider the question: If the
natural mind has such an effect upon the body, how
should it be with those who can claim, “We have
the mind of Christ”? What effect should this mind,
or disposition, which is loving, generous, kind, for-
giving towand our fellows, and reverential, loyal
and obedient toward God, have upon the body?
Does not the Apostle declare that if the spirit, or
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mind, of God dwell in them their mortal bodies shall
be quickened?

He does; but do not misunderstand the Apostle’s
teaching. In the preceding verse (Rom. 8:10) he
states, ‘‘If Christ be in you the body is dead’—not
literally dead, but reckonedly dead, in that the human
will has died and that the will of God in Christ has
been accepted instead. The will is- dead to sinful
things; it does not love nor practice them as once it
did. His argument is that such a deadness to sin,
although desirable, should not stop at that point; we
should by God’s grace|seek to get alive to righteous-
ness, and be as active in its service as once we were
alive to sin and active in its service. He proceeds to
show' that this, although a great change, is possible
to us; and he tells us how it is to be accomplished.

He says that the mighty spirit of God, which could
and did raise our Lord from literal death, is able to
quicken (make alive) to the service of righteousness
these very bodies once alive to sin, but now, by God’s
grace, mortified, killed, “dead to sin.” He therefore
urges all who have the spirit, or mind of Christ in
them to make them alive to holiness and to God's
service in general. He shows them further that the
new mind of Christ which they have received is a
spirit of adoption into God’s family as sons, and that
if they are sons they are! not ‘only ‘“free” but must
bear fruit unto holiness, and that their joint-heirship
with Christ as sons depends upon this quickening of
their mortal bodies—“if so be that we suffer with
Him, that we may be also glorified together.”—
Romans 8:17.

All who catch the real sense of this passage will
see that it has no reference to physical quickening
and immunity from pain and sickness, but to a
quickening, or energizing by the Lord’s spirit so as to
be, not only willing, but glad, to “‘suffer with Him.”
Hence those who see their high calling should not
expect exemption from sufferings and trials and dif-
ficulties; and the usual aches and pains which come
to the Lord’s people, as well as to the world, in a
natural way, should be treated as the world treats
them, but borne with greater patience and with
greater cheerfulness.

New Mind vs. Mortal Body

St. Paul clearly marks the distinction between our
new mind, which, consecrated in Christ, is accepted
as the New Creature, “holy and acceptable unto God,”
and our mortal body, which he calls “this dead body”
——originally dead, under divine sentence, because of
sin, but redeemed by the precious blood of Christ,
and justified, and then included in our sacrifice when
we gave our little all in consecrption to the Lord, as
a living sacrifice, to be dead with Christ, to suffer
with Him even unto death, He declares that those
who are walking after the spirit, in the truth, and
from the heart, are freed from condemnation, and

that they do not now jwalk after the flesh, wishing to

fulfil its desires.—Romans 8: 1, 2.
~ And here we are to distinguish clearly between
walking after the spirit and walking up fo the spirit.
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We should, of course, follow as closely as possible to
the spirit of truthi and righteousness, and yet we
cannot hope to walk up to the spirit of the divine re-
quirements so long as we are in the imperfect flesh,
though we may strive in this direction continually.
One thing is positive, however—we! must not waik
after the flesh. To do so would imply that we had
lost the new mind, the new disposition, the new will;
that we had become dead to those hopes which had
led to our consecration.

The apostle urges that all remember that one who

is “in the flesh,” who lives in harmony with the sin-
ful propensities of his fallen, fleshly nature, is not
pleasing to God; and'that such yielding to the flesh,
of course, if persisted in, will end in death. He pro-
ceeds to reason that if the spirit, or mind, or dispo-
esreqn of God (the spirit of holiness) dwells in one,
he cannot be in sympathetic accord with the fallen
human nature, its appetites and ambitions. If any
man have not the spirit of Christ he is not of the
body of Christ. Christ’s spirit is not a spirit of har-
mony with sin, but of opposition to sin; He laid
down His life to vanquish sin and io deliver man-
kind from its power and dominion. Therefore, who-
ever claims to have the Spirit of Christ, but who
loves and wilfully practises sin, and with his mind
serves sin, deceives himself; for he has neither part
nor lot in it.
St Paul proceeds further along this same line, ar-
guing that our adoption into God’s family, our be-
getting to newness of heart and mind, and our ac-
ceptance thus as members of the Body of Christ,
while it means, first of all, that the body is ignored
and reckioned dead® because of sin, and that only our
spirits, or minds, are reckoned as righteous and
alive—the beginning of our eternal existence—never-
theless, this good condition is not to be considered
the limit of our ambition and attainment in Christ-
likeness.

On the contrary we are to remember that the
spirit of God is powerful; that in the case of our
Lord Jesus it was powerful enough to raise Him
from the dead. And as we become more imbued
with and controlled by the holy spirit of God in our
hearts, in our minds, divine power will come to us
gradually through this channel of the holy spirit,
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which will permit a figurative raising of our mortal
bodies from the death,state into activities of spirit-
ual life in the service of the Lord, for the assurauce
given us through the apostle is that if God's spirit
dwells in us in; sufficient measure—abundantly—He
will energize our mortal bodies—not our immortal,
resurrected hodies,

It is our hope that in due time the Lord by His
spirit will give us new bodies in the resurrection; and
that those bhodies will be immortal, perfect in every
respect; and that then, not only our minds, but our
bodies also. will be in fullest harmony with God and
His every law and work of righteousness. That con-
dition will be glorious; it is already a glorious pros-
pect. But the apostle holds before us that even our
present, mortal bodies, sentenced, then justified, reck-
oned dead because of sin and consecrated, may be sc
quickened or energized that, instead of heing any
longer servants of sin, or even merely dead lo it, they
may, under careful watchfulness of the new mind, he
used as servants of righteousness, of truth.

This means, of course, a high Christian develop-
ment, large attainment toward “the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.” The measure of
the fulness of Christ, the maturity and growth neces-
sary to its attainment, involves the “putting on of
the Lord TJesus Christ,” 'and it isinot the work of a
moment, nor of a month, nor of a year. It is the
work of a kfe time. But unless it is begun, it will
never be completed. And, indeed, we may be sure
that we can never fully put on Christ’s characteris-
tics. However, this is the standard for which every
one of the Lord’s people must continually strive.

The Lord will see our endeavor, our strenuous
fighting to put off the old nature, to put off “the
works of the flesh” and to be clothed with the gar-
ments of righteousness suitable to our relationship
to Him, and our success will be proportionate to our
attainment of the mind or disposition of Christ—holy
conformity to the will of the Father in all things.
How comforting in this connection is the promise of
our Lord. that our “Heavenly Father is more willing
to give’ His holy spirit (the spirit of holiness, the
spirit of wisdom) to them that ask Him than arve
earthly parents to give good gifts unto their child-
ren!”—Luke 11:13.

MY FATHER KNOWS

] WO gentlemen were conversing together.
,;?“ Said Mr. A to Mr. B, “What do you' ex-

K] pect will be your next move?” And the re-

= ply was, “I do not know, but my Father
knows and will tell me in due time.”

“Your father must be well up in years,” said the
enquiring Mr. A.

- “Yes,” replied the other; “as a matter of fact, He
is call the Ancient of Days. Of Him it is said,
‘From everlasting to everlasting Thou art God.
Yet in power and in love He is eternally young.”

“Oh, I see what vou mean,” said Mr. A. “Tn
other words, you are walking by faith; but some-

&
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times, 1 fancy, you are standing still. A very fine
theory, my firiend, but scarcely up to the require-
ments of modern times. The pressure of affairs to-
day calls for quick decisions and for ready action.
Nowadays there is no time for dreaming. In order
to get along we must: be alert and aggressive.”

“You mean, we must plan out our lives and live
them according to our own strength and wisdom,
independent of any higher Power?”’

“Exactly,” replied Mr. A.

“Well,” said Mr. B, “it seems to me that that is
precisely what is wrong with the world today. If
God were directing men’s lives, there would be evi-
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dence of harmony, strength and progress every-
where. Men think they cannot wait for God’s move,
but take matters into their own hands. Yet Moses
could wait for forty years, because God gave him
no commission till that time had expired. Then,
when the Lord spoke to him, he became the instru-
ment of delivering the Israelites and sweeping Phar-
aoh from his throne. Had he taken the initiative
any sooner, he would have been a complete failure.

“Then take another case: After David had been
anointed by Samuel, he humbly awaited the Lord’s
good time; he did not try to rush ahead and get the
crown from Saul, as so many others would have
done. He acted wisely. Likewise, what I have said
to you before, I say again: My Father knows; He
has directed my life thus far; He makes no mistakes;
and I am not afraid to leave my f{future in His
hands.” '

Victory for Those Who Trust Him

Similar reasoning was indulged in by the patri-
arch Job, who said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord!”
Likewise has been the reasoning of many a fond
Christian mother: Tt is hard to see why the darling
of our home should he taken from us just when we
have learned to love her so dearly. Yet, my Father
knows, and some time He will make clear to us all
these things that at present wejdo not understand.”

To grasp this blessed fact—“My Father knows”—
to actually live in this thought, to make it a reality
in our lives, to face the duties of the day in the
strength of this assurance, to be empowered by it as
we fight the good fight of faith, to lie down at night
in the peace and the joy of it, to hold it forth as a
fact of blessing and cheer—what can such mean by
walking in the Master’s steps? And, if continued in,
what can it mean but final victory?

Not only is it true that “our Father knows,” but it
is additionally true that He is, the only one who does
know. How little we ourselves really know! Even
of the immediate future, we know next to nothing..
We go to our friends for counsel, bhut frequently
find that they cannot give us the information we
seek. Qur friends do not even know wus except in
part, not fully. At times misunderstandings arise,
in which our own best intended actions are misin-
terpreted, even by those we dearly love. Then we
find ourselves saying, “O, how little we know each
other here!”

“Because my Father knows,” says the Christian,
“He can tell me the things that I need to know.”
He speaks to us through His 'Word, not! just to grat-
ify curiosity but to give spiritual strength in time of
need. TJesus said to His followers:' “Henceforth I
call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not
what his Lord doeth: but I have called you friends:
for all things that I have hedrd of My father I have
made known unto you.” Here we find an ‘inner
circle’ of confidence and trust. This is what the
prophet calls “the secret place of the Most High.”
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- down into the waters of the Pacific Ocean.

-
i

One Step at a Time

The sun had set, and it was growing dark in the
old barn. A small boy was looking for his father.
A sound of forking hay in the loft above convinced
the child that his father was up there. He decided
to make the ascent on the ladder. He stepped onto
the first rung, and then on the second; but by this
time he began to feel afraid. He called out, “Daddy,
I can’t see the top.” Then the father came over and
looked down. He wanted his son to learn not to be
afraid, so be said, ‘“‘Never mind the top rung, my
boy. Just take one rung at a time, and you'll get
up here all right.” The boy obeyed, and found ii
not difficult to climb up and join his fond parent.

Yes, one rung at a time, one day at a time, one
task at a time, one temptation at a time, one encour-
agement at a time, one victory at a time—that 1z
what makes up the Christian’s life. We need not
try to rush ahead, to “cross the bridge hefore we
come to it,” or to win the victories of next year,
The flowers receive the caress of the sun a day at a
time. Comes the wind and tests the strength of
the tree; but it blows itself out, then calmness pre-
vails once more. Life is established on the principle
of present duties, present privileges, present trials.
To meet the requirements of the-.present is the ail-
;’ij,)’orta.nt thing—"“As thy days, so shall thy strength

e.

Let Us Trust Him Who Controls

“Are you not afraid to be travelling alone?” asked
an old gentlemen of a little girl who sat in the seat
in front of him, on a train.

“Oh, no,” replied the child; “my father is the con-
ductor of this train.” o

The earthh is turning on its axis at the rate
of a thousand miles an hour. The whole mighty
universe is in motion. The social world, too, is trav-
elling fast. Speed is everywhere manifest. But the
Christian can say, “My Father is the Conductor of
the train; there is nothing for me to fear.” Matters
simply cannot go wrong when the whole affair is
under God’s control. His wisdom meets all require-
ments of any situation. We may be certain that He
will bring out everything all right, because our
Father knows.,

“If a wren can cling to a spray a-swing
In the mad- May wind, and sing and sing,
As 1if she’d burst for joy..

_ Why canpot I contented lie
In His great arms, beneath His sky.
Unmoved by earth’s annoy?”

Imperfect Sight Often Deceptive

Those who are the sons of God can trust Hin
where they cannot trace Him, and even when theit
human senses may suggest something contrary to ac-
tual facts. A small boy once said he saw the sun go
¢ . He saw
it when it touched the water, a circular ball of fire.
He saw it when it was half-way submerged and al-
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most fancied he could hear the water boil. At length
it passed out of sight; it was gone; the depth had
swallowed it up; the water had rolled over it.
That is what the lad’s sense of sight told him.
But scientists tell us something quite ditferent. They
explain that the sun is a celestial body much vaster
than the earth, and that it is ninety-two millious
miles distant from our mundane sphere. Later the
hoy learns to believe the astronomer, and knows that
the sun had not been engulfed in the blue waters of

the Pacific.

Likewise, our bodily senses may sometimes sug-
gest to us that everything is against us; but the Lord
savs, “When thou passest through the waters, I
will be with thee, and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee.” And again, “I will not leave
thee nor forsake thee.” Then we come to realize
that God is gracious, that He will not make things
too hard for us, but with every temptation or trial
He will provide a way of escape. “The very hairs of
your head are numbered,” said the Master, and “Ye
are of more value than many sparrows.”

The Faith of David

David was a servant but not a “son” of God, in
the sense that the Christian is begotten of God; yet
he could say in substance, “My Father knows.” He
realized who was leading him. In the joy of his
heart he could say, “I will lift up mine eyes unto
the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help
cometh from the Lord, who hath made heaven and
earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: He
that keepeth thee will not slumber. Be hold, He
that keepeth thee shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy shade upon
thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by
day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall pre-
serve thee from evil: He shall preserve thy soul.
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy com-
ing in, from this time forth for ever more.”

There are times when we want some one to know
about our trials and strugigles. If we have a friend
that we can share them with, it brings us a measure
of relief. But as a rule such friends are few and
far between. We feel that it is so hard to make even
our best friends understand. Perhaps we are not
always sufficiently confidential with them, which fact
puts them at a disadvantage in imparting to us the
comfort which we crave. People are wont to hesitate
before they lay bare their hearts to others, and when
they attempt to do so they generally keep something
back; and the thing kept back may be the very thing
that would be a key to the situation. Here is one
great advantage in coming to God. We cannot keep
anything back from Him, for He knows it anyway.
Yet it is sweet to tell Him, to commune with Him,
to completely unburden our hearts in His presence;
and then to arise and go forth, calm in the assur-
ance that “our Father knows.”
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“As a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pit»
ieth them that reverence Him, for He knoweth our
frame, He knoweth that we are dust.” He knows
just how weak we are in certain points of character;
He knows how much we can stand; He knows how
to apply the varjous tests. If some brother in the
truth applied’ the tests to us, he might make them
too hard to bear, or of a character not calculated to
develop our faith, The Lord knows how steep to
make the road, and how many stones to place tliere
for our feet.

It is not God’s purpose to make us lie down and
give up the struggle, but to cause us to more reso-
lutely push on. He desires to create in us a firm-
ness and an endurance that will stand all the oppo-
sitions of the way, saying to us, “That the trial of
your faith, being much more precious than that of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, may
be found unto praise and honor and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ.” g

He Knows, He. Loves, He Cares

Let the mind grasp and appreciate one great fact
of truth and it helps us to a clearer understanding
of every other fact. That God has ways and means
of knowing all that is taking place in the universe,
is one of the most comforting of truths to the Chris-
tian. If He permits strange things to occur, it is
not because of any ignorance on His part. H~ un-
derstands perfectly all the causes of the world’s un-
rest; He knows that the kingdoms of earth are about
ito be overthrown and His own glorious Kingdom
ushered in; He realizes that the regime which He
foretold by all His holy prophets is the one desider-
atum for humanity, Knowing the end from the
beginning, He causes His mighty Plan to move ma-
jestically forward, so that the very wrath of men
shall be made to praise Him, and so that the great-
est of all forces shall operate for the happifying of
the human race.

“My Father knows all about the desolating winds
of trouble that are to sweep the world,” says the
Christian. Yes, He knows just when the systems
of men shalt receive their last death-blow. He knows
of the special dangers to faith that are abroad to-
day. He knows that it will require courage, faith
and determination to enable any one to stand his
ground and uphold the blood-bought banner of the
truth at this time. He knows that we have need of
the whole armor of righteousness that we may be
able to prevail against the wiles of the evil one in
this evil day.

Our Father also knows that victory is to lie on the
side of the followers of Jesus. He knows of all His
promises made to these, and knows that every one
of such promises ghall’ be fulfilled. And when we
realize these things, and feel assured that our lives
and our interests are for evermore in His safe keep-
ing, we can each day keep our eyes fixed on the
bright star of our faith, and can rejoicingly say
“My Father Knows.” : '
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THE BRIDE OF CHRIST oy

=9 ROM earliest times marriage has been re-
garded as the greatest event in the life of
any man or woman. In many lands the first
part of a woman’s life, that 1s, her _g1r1hoqd,
is spent in preparation for the work of being mis-
tress of a home of her own, which she confidently ex-
pects will be her happy lot in due time. i

In the sacred record we are told about the patri-
arch Abraham sending his servant Eliezer from the
land of Canaan to a distant country to secure a wife
for his son Isaac. It is said that she came willingly;
having faith in the description of her prospective
bridegroom Isaac, which Eliezer had given her. We
remember, too, that Jacob served fourteen years for
his beloved Rachel; and that from this union came
Joseph, the beloved of God, who finally became preni-
ier of Egypt.

Jesus, though unmarried, approved of marriage.
The first miracle that He wrought was performed
while a guest at a “marriage supper” in Cana of
Galilee. Speaking of the union between man and
wife, Jesus said, “Have ye not read that He who
made them at the beginning made them male and fe-
male, and said, ‘for this cause shall a man leave fath-
er and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they
twain shall be one flesh?’ Paul used this same quo-
tation in Ephesians 5: 31, and then says, “This is a
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and
the church.”

In the Scriptures, we find that the church is figur-
atively designated as the Bride of Christ. On several
occasions Jesus relerred to Himself as the Bride-
groom. In the parable of the Ten Virgins He drew
certain pictures along this line and applied them to
His second advent, saying, ‘“They that were ready
went in with Him to the wedding, and the door was
shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying
Lord, Lord, open unto us. But He answered and
said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.” The
Master meant that He did not know them in the
sense that He did not recognize them as His Bride.

A Typical Eastern Marriage

In the 45th Psalm we read, “The King’s daughter
is all glorious within, her clothing is of wrought gold.
She shall be brought unto the King in raiment of
needlework; the virgins, her companions that follow
her, shall also be brought unto Thee.,” To get an idea
of what this means, let us read a description of an
Eastern Jewish marriage, as given by Daniel March.

“The procession that brought the bride to her new
home was led by timbrels and dances. It was even-
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ing, and the torchlight outshone the starlight as the
gay company of pipers and singers, young men and
maidens, guests and spectators, moved along the
street. Costly perfumes were sprinkled and flowers
were flung from the housetops upon the joyous
train. The bride herself walked beneath a moving
bower of myrtles and roses, and the whole air of the
street was laden with the sweet odors of balm and
balsam and myrrh. The oil of the lamps was ming-
led with spices, and resinous wood and fragrant herbs
were burned at the corners of the streets to increase
the illumination.

“On the way to the home of the bridegroom they
were joined by a new procession of maidens who
walked in white robes, leading a larger company with
lighted torches and making the street resound with
songs and merry laughter. So joyous an occasicn
must not be permitted to pass too swiftly, and so
the procession would sometimes spend half the night
in marching from street to street before reaching the
new home of the happy pair. Not until midnight
would the guests gather at the house to hear the ex-
pected cry, ‘Behold the bridegroom! Go ye out to
meet him! And then the singers would break forth
in a louder strain, and the dancers would bound and
whirl with a wilder joy as the festive throng passed
in at the open door and the glare of torches in the
street gave place to the outer darkness.

“If the bridegroom was rich, he wore a crown of
gold, rode upon a gaily-caparisoned charger, and dis-
pensed gifts with a liberal hand as he passed along
the street. If he was poor, he wore a garland of
fresh flowers, his garments heing scented with
frankincense and myrrh. ... For the time the peasant
seemed a prince among his fellows, and all paid him
the deference due to exalted rank.

“The adornment of the bride was elaborate and
costly. Ingenious persons made it a study and a lifc-
long profession to prepare her person and her adorn-
ments for the great occasion. Every device was em-
ployed to give her complexion the glossy and shining
lustre of marble, that the daughter of the family
might be as a cornerstone in the new house, polished
after the similitude of a palace. The vivid contrasts
were used upon her brows and eyelids that her eyes
might appear liquid and loving like the dove’s, and
her teeth might glisten with the whiteness of ivory
behind the rosy fringe of the lips.

“Her dark locks were braided with pearls and gold.
All the jewels and precious stones that had descended
to the family through successive generations were
brought forth to deck her person. The poor borrow-
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ed robes and decorations from their friends, and the
rich lavished the income of great estates to increase
the splendor and joy of the occasion.
was continued for seven days, and the marriage feast
was rementherad as the great event in the history of
the family.”

Invitation—Ngot Coercion

The choosing on God’s part of a Bride for Christ
means that an election has been going on throughout
the Gospel age. It completely nullifies the idea that
God has been trying to convert the world. A self-
respecting young maun is likely to be particular as to
the bride that he will select. Just imagine a man tak-
ing the first woman that comes along, or trying to
frighten some woman on the street into marrying
him! We should say that such a man must be crazy.
Yet there are millions of persons on earth who be-
lieve that God is trying to save the world at large by
frightening people into becoming members of the
Bride class. Of course some of us know better than
that. We are fully aware of the fact that God does
not make any attempt to coerce men and women into
becoming members of His church.

Taking the Bride of Christ is being accomplished
by means of a very important selection, a very special
call. Is God particular about this matter? ' Indeed
He is. He is much more particular than is a young
man who is contemplating matrimony, and who is
looking about to choose his bride. Some writer has
said :

“Sympathy of tastes is a pleasing attraction, but
congeniality of principles is the cement of souls.”
Thus a man seeks a bride who is congenial to hinu
If he is a good man he wants a good bride. He
wants to feel that his wife is a lady, a queen among
women, hence above doing anything that is low or
small or mean, that she is loyal to him, that she is
the soul of honor, and that he can trust her in all
things.

He wants to think what his home will be like when
he comes back from work in the evening and finds
her there. Her presence brings him the fragrance
of flowers, her smiles hrighten his abode, her love i
like a perpetual sunshine, her sympathy is the quality
upon which he can always rely, her value is above
that of rubies and all the treasures of earth. A happy
marriage brings the couple into a realm of joy where
it seems that bright-plummed birds give forth their
endless carols to the day and where the richest fow-
ers bloom perpetually. Such is earthly marriage un-
der the conditions of true love.

Christ’s Bride Must be Beautiful

What about the heavenly marriage, and the bride
whom God is selecting for His Son? Must she Le
beautiful? Ah, yes; no mere ordinary charms must
be hers. She must possess the regal splendor of a
queen ; she must have the stately grace of those who
are waiting on the Lord; she must have the counten-
ance of those whose eves have caught the vision of
heavenly things. She also must be arrayed in beaut-
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eous apparel; and she must be able to sing the song
of Moses and the Lamb. She must be filled with
tender compassion for all mankind; she must be
qualified for her future work of blessing all the fam-
ilies of the earth.

But where will God find such a bride class in this
sin-cursed and darkened world? Has He been
searching for the inembers of this class among ounly
the wea'thy, upright and exemplary people of carti:?
By no means. While Ile wants a Bride of great
beauty, He intends to have the chief part in devel-
oping that beauty—Ilike the sculptor who was chis-
eling away at a great rough stone, when.a man came
along and said to him, “Why are you wasting your
time on that rough boulder?’ And the sculptor re-
plied, “Well, I see an angel in this stone, and I want
to get him out.” DPossibly God sees more than an
angel in your rough exterior, and intends to bring
him out by successive trials, Can it be that God bas
actually seen something of value in any imperfect
human heing? Yes, His consecrated ones are prec-
ious in His sight.

Jesus spoke of a “treasure” hid in a field, and of
One who sold all that He had in order to secure that
field. “The field is the world”; the church is His
peculiar treasure therein. The elect of God are also
called jewels. “They shall be Mine, saith the Lord
of hosts, in that day when I shall make up My jew-
els.” Whence come these jewel qualities? Does nct
the apostle say, “Ye see your calling, brethren; how
that not many wise men after the flesh, not manvy
mighty, not many noble, are called; but God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things that are mighty,
and base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which
are not, to bring to naught things that are; that no
flesh should glory in His presence.”—1 Cor. 2:26-29,

Jewels and Fine Raiment

The jewel qualities, which give to the Bride her
great value in the sight of her prospective Bride-
groom, are all the glorious graces of the spirit of
love. The members of the Bride class love to hear
the voice of the Bridegroom speaking to them. In
the words of the inspired Canticlear He says, “Arise,
My love, My fair ¢ne, and come away ...QO My
dove, thou art in the clefts of the rock, in the covert
of the steep place; let Me see thy countenance, let
Me hear thy voice; and thy countenance is comely.”
And in response to such endearing phrases the Bride
class endeavor to make themselves beautiful, and
worthy of the high honor to which they are called.

We are told that “she shall be trought unto the
King ‘in raiment of needlework”—that is, in the
simple white robe of her Lord’s own furnishing, “thec
robe of Christ's righteousness,” upon which she will
have wrought, with miuch carefulness, the beautiful
adornments of the Christian graces. And great wiil
be the rejoicing in heaven and in earth at her abund-
ant entrance into the King’s palace. Many will then
say, “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor 1o
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Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His
wife hath made herself ready!” And also, “the

daughter of Tyre (the strong ones of the earth)
shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the
people shall entreat thy favor...I will make thy
name to be remembered in all generations: therefore
shall the people praise thee forever and ever.”—
Psalm 45:12-17.

The Call of the Bride

Writing on the subject of the call of “the Bride,
the Lamb’s Wife,” and in relation to the Isaac and
Rebecca type, Pastor C. T. Russell once said:

“IHe (Christ) alone is the antitype of Isaac—not
we. He alone, apart from us, was the ‘heir of all
things.” We were ‘strangers’ to Him and ‘afar off,
like Rebecca when Chrlst (the antitypical Tsaac)
became ‘Lord of all' and was highly exalted and giv-
en a name ahove every name. Salahs death, before
the bride of her son Isaac was called, would show
that the ‘seed’ mentioned in the Abrahamic promise
was fulfilled in the person of our Lord Jesus—the
heir, and the only heir, under that covenant—Heb.
1:2; Tit 3:5-7.

“This the apostle expressed clearly, saying, ‘Fle
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
And to thy seed, which is Christ.” (Gal. 3:16.) That
the apostle here used the name ‘Christ’ to refer to
our Lord Jesus personally, exclusive of His church,
is shown clearly by his further use of the word in the
succeeding verses of the same chapter. (See verses
22-27.) In verses 28, 29, he brings in the name
Christ as applicable to all the church, but in such
a manner as to show that it is our coming into be-
trothal and union with Him that gives us a share in
the name and in the honors and glorious future which
it implies.”

Still goes forth the call to those who may become
members of the Bride class. The Lord says to these:
“Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and inclinc
thine ear; forget also thine own people and thy fath-
er’s house; so shall the King greatly desire thy
beauty : for He is thy Lord; and worship thou Him.”
(Psa. 45:10,11.) Still the way of sacrifice is open;
and still it costs something to forget one’s own peo-
ple, who are of the world and of his father’s house
(the house of Adam), so that his eves by faith may
be fixed on the King and on the glorious things that
He holds out as a reward for His future Bride. But
erc long the church’s sacrifice will all have been con-
sumed, and then the great Bridegroom and His Bride
will be ready for the work of giving life to all the
inhabitants of the earth.

A Prophetic Vision of the Future Bride
“And there came unto me one of the seven angels
.and talked with me, saying, Come hither, T will

show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he car-

ried me away in th,e spirit to a great and high moun-
tain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusa-
lem, descending out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone
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most precious, even a jasper stone, clear as crystal;
and had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates,
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of
the children of Israel .. And the gates of it shall not
be shut by day, for there shall be no night there.”—
Revelation 21:9-25. U

Ilere indeed was a wonderful vision of the future
work of the Bridegroom and His DBride. The light
of truth to be given forth by this great Christ cont-
pany will he clea1 as c1ysta1 so that all men may
thereby know just what are the divine standards and
requirements, There will be no more eternal tor-
ment theories, and no further misrepresentation of
God's plan of salvation. The fact of the gates of the
city being continually open, shows that the blessings
of the Kingdom will be available to all who compiy
with the terms of securing everlasting life,

After the “Dride hath made herself ready” and the
“marriage of the Lamb” has taken place, then the
“spirit and the bride shall say Come, and whosoever

will may come, and take of the water of life freely.”
It is for this very time that “‘the whole creation has
been groaning and travailing in pain... waiting for
the inanifestation of the sons of God”—ior the King-
dom which has long been promised for “all the fami-
lies of the ecarth.”

In Acts 15:14-17 the apdstle distinctly tells us that
the present age was set apart for the purpose of gatli-
ering the bride class, the “people for His name,” and
that “after this I will veturn, saith the Lord. .. that
the residue of men may seek after the Lord.” That’
is a very different picture from the one that was
drawn for us by the creed-makers of the dark ages.
Thy sought to have ‘us believe that God is now fran-
tlcally trying to convert the world and is miserably
failing in the attempt; and that after this age has end-
ed, the Lord will return merely for the purpose of
condemning the residue of men to everlasting tor-
ment, in a literal lake of fire and brimstone.

But now, in the light of a better day, we are able
to see that God is now choosing out from among the
world those who are willing to Wall\ the narrow way
of self-sacrifice, and thus prove themselves worthy to
be made “kmcs and priests” who hereafter shall

“reign on the earth” (Rev. 5:10) and bring Dbless-
ings to “whosoever will” amongst mankind; while

whosoever will 70t drink of the water of life then
offered freely to them, will be “punished with ever-
lasting destruction.”

\\’hat a blessed thing it is that we of the prospec-
tive Bride may thus look into the future, by means of
the apccalyptic visions set forth in the book of Rev-
elation, and see exactly what will be our future ser-
vice,. How such a vision must stimulate each and
every one of those who are aiming at the glorious
prize of immortality, to be faithful in seeing that all
the beautiful embroidery is on the divinely- -provided
robe and that the present service allotted to him is
being honestly and faithfully performed, so that in
due time he may enter into the King’s palace, crown-
ed with victory and with éxceeding joy'
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THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS
BIBLE

October 14—Acts 8: 26-39

And the angel of the Lord spake
unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go *n-
ward the south unto the way that go-
eth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza,
which is desert.

And he arose and went: and behold,
a man of Ethiopia. an eunuch of great
authority under (Candace queen of the
Ethiopians, who had the charge of all
her treasure, and had come to Jerusa-
lem for to worship,

\Vas returning, and sitting in his
chariot,.. reading Isaias the prophet.

Then the spirit said unto Philip. Go
near, and join thyself to this chariot.

And Philip ran thither to him, and
heard him read the prophet Isaias,
and said, Understandest thou what
thou readest?

And he said. How can T except
some man should guide me? And he
desired Philip that he would come up
and sit with him.

The place of the Scriptures which he
read was this: ‘He was led as a sheep
to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb
before his shearer, so openeth He
not His mouth:

In His humiliation His judgment
was taken away: and who shall declare
His generation? for His life is taken
from the earth.

And the eunuch answered Philip and
said, T pray thee. of whom speaketh
the prophet this? of himself, or of
some other man?

Then Philip opened his mouth, and
began at the same Scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus.

And as ‘they went on their way,
they came unto a certain water: and
the eunuch said. See. here is water,
what doth hinder me to be bhaptized?

And Philip said, If thou believest
with all thine heart. thou mavest. And
He answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

And he commanded the chariot to
stand still: and they went down both
into the water, both Philip and the
Eunuch: and he baptized him.

And when thevy were come up out of
the waiter. the spirit of the Lord caught
away Philip, and the eunuch saw him
no more: and he went on his way
rejoicing.

GOLDEN TEXT: Oh, how T
love Thy law! It is my medita-
tion all the day.—Psa. 119:97.

L] AITHFULNESS in lit-
tle things is sure to bring
. larger opportunities, as
is exemplified in the case
of Philip. Having proved faith -
ful in the work of serving tables
he had been advanced, and had
been made God’s ambassador in
preaching the gospel at Samaria.
In his zeal for the Master’s work
he Dbecame an instrument of di-
vine providence in starting the
Ethiopian eunuch in the narrow
way of discipleship; and possibly
through him the gospel was intro-
duced into Africa.

We are not told just how the
Lord ‘‘spake te Philip,” but it
was in some clear and unmistak-
able manner. That was in a time
when the T.ord used miraculous
means of communication, more
than at present. Today we walk
more by faith, and less by sigh:
and miracle. - Yet so clear is the
shining of the truth now, that we
may be said to have a decided ad-
vantage. In the time of Philip
there were no New Testament
writings to guide God's peopie.
Hence the apostles and early
evangelists were given some more
or less miraculous interpositions
of God’s providence.

It seems strange that the Lord
should pick out this particular
Ethiopian eunuch upon whom to
bestow His favor; but we cannot
always understand the ways of
God. Evidently this man posses-
sed certain sterling characteristics
that especially qualified him to de
some work that God had in mind.
In fact we may well wonder to-
day why God has visited some of
us and has granted us the special
favor of knowing the truth, while
the whole world remains in dark-
ness around us. But God does
everything with a distinct pur-
pose in view; and if we find our-
selves in possession of the truth,
let us see to it that we use it in
the way that the Lord intended--
for praising God and witnessing
for Him, and as a means of bless-

ing the hearts of others whose
lives have not been brightened
with our glorious hope.

The eunuch belonged to the
kingdom of Meroe, w thh was sit-
uated beside the XNile River in
Africa. He was a court officer,
evidently deeply religious, who
had come in contact with and been
impressed by the Jewish religion;
and in his religious fervor he had
gone up to Jerusalem to worship,
and to gain additional knowledge
of the true God.

His case, like that of the Sam-
aritans and of Cornelius, indicates
that this occurence was after the
close of Israel’s “seventy weeks”
of special favor; for this eunuch
was not a Jew in the fullest sense.
In fact eunuchs were not fully ac-
cepted as proselytes, nor granted
the privileges of the congregation.
—Deut. 21:3.

Up to this time this eunuch,
like Cornelius and the believing
Samaritans, had been a part of
the “Lazarus” class, lying at the
gate of Dives and desiring to be
fed with some of the crumbs from
the beautiful table of blessing and
promises that God had spread for
Israel. But now a change had
come. The house of Israel had
been cast off: the end of Israel's
epecial favor as respects the gos-
pel had come; and the time for
receiving the Lazarus class to
Abraham’s bosom had arrived.
Hence Philip. as an angel or rep-
resentative of the Lord, was sent
to carry this representative of the
Lazarus class to the arms of father
Abraham; that is, he now was to
become a true child of Abraham,
through faith.

All those to whom the Lord
specially sends the message of
His grace during this Gospel age
are in considerable degree hke
this eunuch of our lesson—earn-
est, honest truth-seekers, not uf-
raid to acknowledge that they do
not know, and not afraid nor
ashamed to receive whatever as-
sistance the Lord may provide.



The eunuch did not stop to =an-
quire of Philip, Are you ordain-
ed as a priest? or as a Pharisce?
or as a Doctor of the Lawr Tt
was stfficient for him that he held
in his hand what he believed to he
a message from God, and that
he knew it contained various
things which he did not under-
stand. He was humble and sin-
cere, and willing to receive what-
ever enlichtenment God would
send in His own way.

And we today also have the
gospel message to preach, even as
Philip preached it of yore. I3
goes out to the hearts that are
humble and meek, and we should
seek and find these. There are
just a few of them, here and there
throughout the world. The truth
‘seals them in their foreheads’
with a knowledge of God and His
glorious plan,

CUESTIONS:

In what time in Israel's history did
the story of this lesson take place?
Why is the time feature important?
) How may God have spoken to Phil-
ip? How does He speak to His people
today?

Why diq God send the gospel mes-
sage to this African eunuch? And why
did He send His truth to us?

How was Philip’s question to the
cunuch a test question? How would
some have probably answered it?

How showld we profit by the exam-
tle set by Philip? Mhat qualities do
those possess who love the truth?

*e
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THE CHRISTIAN AT
PRAYER

October 21—Matt. 6: 5-15

And when thou prayest, thou shalt
not be as the hypocrites are: for they
love to pray standing in the syna-
gogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen of men.
Verily I say unto you, They have their
reward. :

. But thou, whien thou prayest, enter
intor thy closet, and when thou hast
shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret: and thy Father
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee
openly.

But when ye pray, tse not vain
repetitions, as the heathen do: for they
think that they shall be heard for
their much speaking.

Be not ye therefore like unto them:

for your Father knoweth what things
ye have need of before ye ask Him.
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After this manner, therefore, pray
ye:

Our Father which -art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil

For if we forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you;

But if ye forgive not men their tres-
passes, neither will slour Father for-
give your trespasses,

GOLDEN TEXT: Continuing
stedfastly in prayer.—Rom. 12:12.

HE disciples asked the
| T.ord to teach them to
pray. This does not mean
that they had not prayed
previous to that time. Being
Jews they no doubt had been in
the habit of going to God in pray-
er. But our Lord’s teachings
were so different from those of
the Scribes and Pharisees that the
disciples thought His conception
of prayer also might be different,
and so they desired to have such
advanced instructions as He might
see fit to give them. Most of our
Lord’s prayers were offered to
His Father in secret; but there
were occasions on which He offer-

ed public prayer, as recorded in -

the New Testament writings.
Jesus lived in the continual

attitude of prayer: and His fol-

lowers should do the same. The
apostle exhorts the brethren,
“Pray without! ceasing.” This

does not mean that they are to be
continually uttering words of
prayer, but that they should be
constantly looking to the Lord
for guidance and for wisdom in
life’s affairs. To the advanced
Christian, all times are times of
fellowship with the Lord; and
when such communion is inter-
fered with by business cares,
trials and worries, the difficulty
should be discovered and an effort
made to correct it.

What we commonly call the
“Lord’s Prayer,” was given to the
disciples as a mere example of
how to pray. Jesus did not mean
that we necessarily should use the
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identical words of His prayer in
our approach to God. But we
should note the elements of the
praver—its simplicity, its direct-
ness, its comprehensiveness, the
knowledge which it shows of the
divine plan, and its evidence of
full consecration to the Lord.
Also, it is a brief prayer. It does
not show a multiplicity of words.

In using the expression, “Our
Father,” Jesus gave a new term to
the Jews. Those who came into
Christ were no longer mere ser-
vants, but were sons of God.
They might now call Him “Fath-
er.” This is a word of special
endearment. In reference to this

relationship, John said, “As many

as received Him, to them gave He
the privilege to become sons of
God, even to them that believe on
His name.”

The Christian wants God’s
name hallowed in his own life;
and likewise he is glad to see oth-
ers living the Christ life, and to
know that they too are hallowing
the name of God. He also de-
sires to see this great and holy
name hallowed in the world by
millions of the human race—as it
will be in due time, under condi-
tions of the Messianic regime. He
feels reverence for God, because
he lias legrned from the Bible
that God is good and has a glor-
ious plan for the uplift of all man-
kind; in due time.

Then the Christian prays for
the coming of the Kingdom of
God, when God’s will shail be
done on earth as in heaven. He
knows that to be the one great
hope for the human family. He
sees man’s failure to accomplish
his own salvation, and realizes
that the only salvation les in di-
vine power.

The child of God prays for
“daily bread,” whether natural or
spiritual. He rests on the assur-
ance that God will supply all his
needs, according to. His promise,
for “every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of
lights.” God is pleased to see us
coming to Him in faith, and re-
wards us according to our faith,

Then the Lord’s prayer says,
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we
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forgive them that trespass against

us.” What a searching clause
this is! If we can fully and fresly
forgive others their offences

against us, then we can have con-
fidence that the Lord will do like-
wise with us. If we appreciate the
divine favor of mercy, then we

must show mercy to others. This

is indeed not an impossible thing;
it is quite possible to those who
have the spirit of love in their
hearts.

“Lead us not into temptation,”
is by Dr. Wilson translated,
“Abandon us not in trial.” The
Scripture says that “God is not
tempted of evil, neither tempteth
He any man.” But Geod permits
the circumstances of life to bring
upon us difficulties and trials to
test our faith; and at such times
we want the Lord not to abandon
us, but to stand by us, and to de-
liver us from evil.

CUESTIONS:

What is the importance of prayer?
Did the Jews pray before the coming
of Christ? Do they pray today?

What is the significance of,
Father who art n heaven”?

Explarn, “Hallowed be Thy name.”

H'hat is the tmportance of the Kink-
dom of God? How will the divine wnil
be observed by hwmanity eventually?

What things does the Christian de-
sire God to give him in the presens
time?

“Our
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THE CHRISTIAN
STANDARD OF LIFE

October 28-—Eph. 4:17-27;
5: 15-21.

This I say therefore, and testify in
the Lord, that yve henceforth walk not
as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity
of their mind,

Having the understanding darkened,
being alienated from the life of God
through the ignoramce that is in them,
because of the blindness of their heart;

Who being past feeling, have given
therrpelves over wunto lasciviousness,
to work all uncleanness with greedi-
ness. .

But ye have not so learned Christ;

1f so be that ye have heard Him,
mnd have been taught by Him, as the
truth is in ]‘esus:

That ye put off concerning the for-
mier conversation the old man, which
is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts;
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And be renewed in the
your mind;

And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in right-
eousness and true holiness.

Wherefore, putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his neigh-
bor: for we are members one of ano-
ther.

Be ye angry, and sin not; let not
the sun go down upon your wrath.

Nuither give place to the devil

See then that ye walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as wise,

Redeeming the
days are evil.

Wherefore be ye nof upw*ise, but
understanding what the will of the
Lord is.

And be not drunk with wine, wherein
is excess: but be filled with the spirit;

Speaking to yourselves in psa'lms
and hymns and spiritual songs, sing-
ing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord;

Giving thanks always for all things
unto the God and Father, in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Submitting yourselves one to ano-
ther in the fear of God.
GOLDEN TEXT: And be not
drunk with wine, wherein Is ex-
cess, but be filled with the spirit.
—Ephesians 5:18.

HRISTIANS have a
standard of ‘life that is
very different from that
of the world. When we
come to God in consecration, we

spirit of

time, because the

‘give ourselves over to be con-

formed to His law of love. “Be
not conformed to this world,”
said the Apostle Paul, “but be
ye transformed by the renewing
of your minds, that ye may know
what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God.” (Rom.
12: 2.) While the Christian is
in the world, he is not of it. As
an ambassador of Christ he is in a
foreign land, but must always be
a true representative of his King.

Under the strain and stress of
life’s battle men crave stimulants
—something to refresh and re-
vive them. Many find this exhil-
arating element in intoxicating
beverages or in narcotics. But
the child of God is to be filled
with the divine spirit. He is not
to have merely a little of it, but
such an overflowing measure that
it will change for him all the com-

plexion of his daily affairs. He
can say, “Old things have passed
away, and all things have become
new.”

The Christian has no need for
the wine-cup to invigorate him or
to drown his sorrows. IHe knows
that such false stimulants brings
a depressing reaction. He has
adcess to somiething chigher and
grander than the things of the
world. He has the Bible and all
the wonderful promises. IHe has
the assurances of divine love. He
knows that ‘‘all things work to-
gether for good to them that love
God.” '

Those of us who have given
ourselves fully to God should “re-
deem the time.” We should pur-
chase opportunities for the new
creature and its interests and con-
cerns, at the expense of the old
nature. \We as ncw creatures are
to exchange the things of dark-
ness for the things of light; the
opportunities of sowing to the
flesh for the opportunities of sow-
ing to the spirit.

Opportunities must be thus
purchased, elss we shall have
none. If we give way to the in-
clinations of the flesh, its appetites
and désires, it will consume all
there is of time and opportunity,
strength and influence, and leave
nothing “for the new creature—
“because the davs are evil”; that
is, because they are unfavorahle to
spiritual progress. They present
many hundreds of temptations for
worldly pleasure and worldly ease
and worldly fame and worldly
progress; and thus they multiply
the tests which come upon us as
‘new creatures.

The Lord intends that all tests
that come to us shall prove the
degree of our faith in Him, and of
our love for Him. The. greater
our zeal for Him, the more fully
we will come under the law of
sacrifice, and the more we will
take time and opportunity away
from the flesh and give them over
to spiritual things—to the service
of the truth and of the brethren.
In so doing we shail be truly wise
toward God, for we shall be ‘re-
deeming the time’ by devoting it
to the interests of the highest
things. We shall have no time for



those matters which tend to draw
the mind of the Chrlstlan away
from his Lord.

“Let not the sun go down upon
your wrath.,” God’s people are to
be kindly disposed and not quick
to take offence. If some estrange-
ment has taken place between two
of them, they should be ready and
willing to re-establish the rela-
tionship of friendliness and peace.
They should not harbor and con-
tinue to nurse resentment, but
should have much pity for the
weaknesses of others.  “Blessed
.are the peacemakers, for they
shall he called the children of
God.,” It is good indeed to come
to the close of each day finding
that we have hearts full of love

toward all.

QUESTIONS: :

How are the Christian’s standards of
Living different from those of the
world?

What kinds of intoxication are spok-
en of in the Bible?

How can we redeem the Hme?

How does the Ch;zsz‘zan put off the
cld man?

II'hat means has God supplied where-
by we may “be filled with the spirit”?

+ e

CHRISTIAN GROWTH
Nov. 4—2 Pet. 1:1-10.

Simon Peter,a servant and an apostle
of Jesus Christ. to them who have cb-
tained like precious faith with us,
through the righteousness of God and
cur Saviour Jesus Christ.

Grace and peace. be multiplied unto
you through the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord,

According as ‘His divine power hath
given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who hath called us
unto glory and virtue:

- Whereby are given unto us exceed-
ing great and precious promises, that
by these ye might be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world through
lust,

And beside this, giving all diligence,
add to your f{fajth fortitude, and to
fortitude knowledge,

And to knowledge temperance, and
to temperance patience, and to patience
godliness,

And to godliness brotherly kindness,
and to brotherly kindness love.
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For if these things be in you and
abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

But he that lacketh these things is
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten .that he was purged from
his old sins.

Whereforg, the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for if ye do these things,
ve shall never {fall:

For so an entrance shall be minis-
tered unto you abundantly into the
everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

GOLDEN TEXT: But grow in
grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviowr Jesus

Chyist—2 Peter 3:18.
S CHRISTIANS we are

exhorted to “grow in
grace and in knowledge.”
The word *‘grace” means
Of Jesus it is said that
in stat-

{avor.
“He increased in wisdom,
ure and in favor with God and

men.” Subsequently through His
faithful service He lost His favor
with the Jews, but not with God,
who had said, “This is My he-
loved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”  His favor with the
heavenly Father surely must have
increased as He {fulfitled the terms
of His covenant of sacrifice. That
He had a complete knowledge ot
the Scriptures we know, from the
manner in which He met the
temptations of the adversary.

Knowledge is essential to the
growth of the Christian. The
qualities of faith and love do not
thrive on ignorance or supersti-
tian. As the early Bereans
searched the Scriptures “to see if
these things were s0,” likewise
should Christ’s {ollowers today he
diligent students of the Word of
truth. Apropos of this the apostle
says: “Whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious
promises, that BY THESE ye
might be partakers of the divine
nature.” These words indicate
the large part that the truth
plays in the life of the Christian.
The divine promises are to be laid
hold on and appropriated, if we
would make any real advancement
in growth.

Then the apostle says, “If ye
DO these things, ye shall never
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fall.” What things? Is not faith
in Christ enough to save us, even
though we go on in sin? The
answer to this is that Christ did
not die te save us IN sin, hut
from sin. In this connection the
Apostle John says: “He that
saith, T know Him (Christ as my
Saviour), and keepeth not His
commandments, is a lar, and the
truth is not in him.” And the
commandments of the Lord most
explicitly are to the effect that
His followers must perform the
works of righteousness, and do
their utmast to conform to the
perfect standard set before us by
Jesus Himself.

The first addition to faith (Vl‘
tue) is actually fortitude, firm-
ness, endurance to stand the var-
ious tests to rectitude that may he
applied. The Psalmist referred to
the matter thus:

“He that backhiteth not with
his tongue, nor doeth evil to his
neighbor, nor taketh up a re-
proach against his neighbor; in
whose eyes a vile person is con-

demned; but he honoreth them
that fear the Lord. He that
sweareth to his own hurt and

changeth not (who will not vio-
late a contract unfavorable to
him). He that putteth not out
his money to usury (taking -un-
just advantage of the necessities
of others), nor taketh reward
against the innocent. He that
doeth these things shall never be
moved.”—Psalm 15,

We have already spoken of
knowledge: hence we may pass on
to the third thing required, which
is  femperance or sel-control.
Solomon said, “He that is slow
to anger is greater than the migh-
ty, and he that ruleth his own
spirit than he that taketh a city.”
Self-control is called for all the
way through life. 1t has to do
with our appetites, pleasures, lab-
ors, thoughts, and many other
things. Some one has defined
power as being ‘“passion in re-
straint”; and that is simply ano-
ther way of saying that power is
self-control.

Patience is another beautiful
adornment of character in the
Christian. “Let patience have her

(Continued on page 33)



THE FIERY FURNACE

Ml NCLE EDB smiled as he saw the cheerful fire
which we children had kindled in the grate,
because the early Autumn evening had be-
come damp and chilly. Pointing to it he

“That fire will serve to illustrate another fire

said,
that I intend to tell you about tonight. But the fire
of my story was much largen and much hotter than
this one. Qur last story was about King Solomon, of

Israel. Now tonight you are to hear something
about the mighty kingdom of Babylon, and itz pow-
erful and haughty monarch. .

“Because the Israelites did not obey the Lord, God
finally permitted. the king of Babylon to come upon
them with his armies and overthrow their capital
city Jerusalem, and take them all into captivity. This
king’s name was Nebuchadnezzar, which is a big
word to' pronounce. Great victories over surround-
ing nations had come to this king, and these no doubt
led to feelings of' pride and a desire for display on
his part. Therefore he decided to hold a great fest-
ival in honor of his successes; and in connection with
this celebration he planned a mighty image of him-
self to be ‘erected in the plain of Dura, and decided to
command all men to bow down to it

“Perhaps the monarch thought that by this means
he would unite the different religions of his vast em-
pire, even as other kings have tried to do in times
past. He knew that man is naturally religious; and
he reasoned that'if he'could connect religion with his
government it would surely be a good thing, for it
would make his power; of control all the greater, He
- felt that nothing could be better than for the obed-
ience of hist subjects to arise from a religious fer-
vor. He was not the first who had aimed at such a
union of human elements. He decided that the re-
sult would surely be worthy of the attempt, and so
he made a proclamation of his desires. '

“The image which King Nebuchadnezzar set up
was ninety feet high and nine feet wide. It was of
gold, but probably was made hollow inside. It was
erected in the center of a walled enclosure twenty-
four miles square, known as the city of Babylon. As
Babylon is a level country, and as the varjous build-
ings there were comparatively low, the image could
probably be scen from every part of the great city
It must have been the most conspicuous object any-
where to be: seen.

“The time for the great festival arrived. Greatr
men from all parts of the Babylonian dominions were
present. There' were governors, sheriffs, treasurers,
judges, army officers, and many others. Clad in the
gorgeous official garments of the east, these would
make a very impressive appearance. Then there

was to be grand'music; for the very best of bands of
that period had been prepared, and all the most desir-
able musical instruments' of the time would be in
use to do justice to so fine a celebration. Then the
command went forth to the people that when the band
began to play, all the thousands of persons present
should face the image which the king had set up, and
then should fall down and worship it, and thereby-
show their loyalty both to King Nebuchadnezzar and
to the gods who he claimed had given him his fam-
ous victories.

~ “Now among the great concourse of people were
three Tsraelites, named Shadrach, Meshach and’ Abed-
nego. These men, having come into the favor of the
sovereign, had been made magistrates in the realm.
It is not at all likely that they stood near each other
at this celebration; but for all that, in the mind of
each one was an understanding of what was taking
place. They knew that God’s law to Israel forbade
them to bow in worship to any image or to any other
god than the true God, Jehovah. Also they knew
that the king of Babylon had despotic power, and that
he could and doubtless would put' to death any one
who opposed his will. What should they do? What
would you ‘or I have done under the circumstances?
Now, I believe Peter wants to tell me. Well, Peter,
what would you have done?”,

“I would have gone to the king and have told him
that my God wouldn’t allow me to obey him, but that
still T was loyal to him,” replied Peter.

“Uncle Eb,” asked Esther, “couldn’t a person have
knelt down without worshipping the image at alj,
and nobody would have known ?” :

“T wouldn’t have bowed down to their old image.”
said John. *“No sir,;T would just have stood up as
straight as a rod, even if it' did make the king angry.”

“A brave thought, that of yours, John,” said Uncle
Eb. “Well, sometimes I think it is easy for us to
imagine we’ll be brave before the actual trial of our
courage takes place. Also it is comparatively easy
for us to feel brave when we are in company with a
large number of persons who have taken the same
stand that we have taken. But think of these three
men far away from their! own land, where strange
gods are worshipped and’ where there would doubt-
less be a’certain prejudice against them because they
were foreigners; then the matter of courage and of
faith in God. does not look so easy.

“No doubt these men had their enemies, who
would be glad to'find against them any cause whereby
they could accuse them before the King. Here it was
a public occasion. By disobeying the mandate of the
monarch they had everything to lose—their position,
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their fortunes, their lives. \Would they go through
a mock form of worshipping’ the image, a semblance
of complying with the command, yet not actually do-
ing so? Or' just what would they do?

“Jt seems that these three Israelites were of one
mind on this miatter, and it did not take them long
to come to a decision. The law given by Moses to
their’ nation positively forbade idolatry. It was so
difect and to the point that there was no getting
around it. The three Hebrews knew® that it was
God’s law, and that it was a just and right law. They
realized that the great Being who K made the heavens
and the earth had a right to the worship of all crea-
tures whom He had brought intoibeing. It was per-
fectly reasonable that He should demand this, and no
one had any' right to question His authority. This
was the way they looked at it, and they had exactly
the right viewpoint.

“We cannot but admire their attitude toward the
question in hand. They looked out over the vast
throng of people. We can fancy we see some of
their enemies. watching them, to see if they would
bow down as did the rest of the people. Ah, now
the trumpets peal forth, and the band sends its mus-
ic across the plain. The thousands fall down in wor-
ship, but the’ Hebrews stand there; they would ac-
knowledge no god but the true God.

“Soon certain ones came to the’ king and told him
of the matter. Of course the monarch was surprised.
He never dreamed!that any one would dare to dis-
obey him. He immediately sent and: had the three
Hebrews brought into his presence. Now what he
said to them!we will find recorded in the 3rd chap-
ter of the book of Daniel, verses 14 and 15. We'll
ask John to, please read it for us.”

John soon found the place—but he paused.

“The first word is an awfully hard one,” he said.

“That is the name of 'the king of Babylon. It is
Nebuchadnezzar. You will also find' some hard
words in verse 15; but I think you'll do' pretty well
with them,” said Uncle Eb.

John then read: “Nebuchadnezzar spake and said
unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship
the golden' image which I have set up? Now if ys
be ready, that at what time ye Wear the sound of the
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltry, and all kinds
of music, ye fall down and worship the image which
I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be
cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace; and! who is that God that shall deliver you
out of my hand?”’ i

“That was well read, John, and! you got over
those hard words splendidly,” said Uncle Eb. “You
see, this King Nebuchadnezzar had had a dream
some time before the events of today’s story, and in
his dream, as interpreted by Daniel, one of 'the Heb-
rew captives, he had been pictured as a great and
mighty king'to whom the God of heaven had given
power over all other great kingdoms of ‘his day. So,
with this thought in'mind, doubtless he felt lifted up
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with pride in himself and in the dominions over which
he ruled, and believed that no one, not even a god,
could or would withstand him. He had always had
his own way, and was 'determined to have it right on
to the end.

“And now while John’s Bible is open at the place,
he may as well read to us the next three verses.”

John continued the’ Scriptural reading as follows:

“So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego answered
and said to the king, O King. Nebuchadnezzar, we
are not careful to answer ‘thee in this matter. If it
be so, our God whom we servej is able to deliver us
from the burning, fiery furhace, and He will deliver
us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it
known unto thee, O king, that we will:not serve thy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast
set up.” ’

“Well, that was an eye-opener for the king, to be
opposed like that, wasn’t it? I can imagine that he
sprang right out of his seat at such daring words.
The Bible says that the form of his visage was chang-
ed against' Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. That
means that whereas he had formerly looked upon
them with favor, he now regardedithem with marked
disfavor. And he determined to show his displeasure
in a- way that men would never forget. He com-
manded that the furnace be heated seven times hot-
ter than it was usually ‘heated. Then he commande
the most mighty men that were in his army to bind
the three Hebrews and castithem into the midst of
the furnace. So these three men fell down bound,
into that awful place of fire.

“So great was the heat of the fire that the strbng
men who cast the three into the furnace could not
endure the flames or the fumes that came forth; and
they were overcome, suffocated and destroyed. The

king was looking on, to drain the cup of his triumph
to the’full,

“But now the monarch of Babylon beheld some-
thing that filled him with utter:amazement, as well it
might. He said to his counsellors, ‘Did we not cast
three men bound into the midst of the fire?” And
they replied that this was indeed true. Then he said
to them, ‘Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the
form of the fourth is like the Son of God.’

“Then King Nebuchadnezzar came near to the
mouth of the furnace and called out to the men, and’
said, ‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, ye ser-
vants of the most high God, come forth and come
hither” Then the Hebrews came forth from the
midst of the fire,

“And the princes, the governors and the captains,
and the king’s counsellors, being gathered, saw these
men, upon whose bodies the fire had no effect to
harm, neither were their clothes singed, nor even the
smell of fire passed upon them. And they marveled

greatly, for they had never seen or heard tell of the
like before.

(Continued on page 33)
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Victory Over Hell

UESTION: in an cvangelistic eeting re-
cently, 1 was impressed with the singing ef
the hiyinn, "My Redeemer.” .The last verse
of the hymu, as sung at that wmeeting, reads
as follows:

“I will praise my dear Redeemer,
His triumphant power fo tell,
How the victory ‘He giveth ,
Over sin and death and hell”
How do you understand that Jesus, as the Re-
deemer, gives the victory over hell?

ANSWER: Hell. as taught’by the Bible (not by
the creeds) is the death condition, wh'ich was brought
upon mankind because of original sin. Jesus,. who
in His prehuman existence was known as the Word,
or Logos, came to earth as a man, to die on behalf of
the fallen and condemned human race. He di?d,
“the Just for the unjust,” according to the Scrip-
‘tures. That is to say, He actually went into death
as a substitute for Adam, the original sinner, and
thereby redeemed Adam and his posterity from
death.” The world of mankind has not yet benefited
from the death of ']Jesus, because the “due time"” has
not yet come; but when it does come, “all who are
in their graves shall hear His voice and shall come
forth.” Thus divine power, operating through the
Redeemer, will bring about the resurrection and
thereby effect a complete ‘victory over death.’

The writer of the hymn from which you quote
ptiobably did not understand just how death is to be
destroyed ; and as for hell, he probably thought of it
as a place of eternal torment into which a vengeful
God casts nearly all of the human race at the mom-
ent of death. To all such, of course, a ‘victory over
hell’ would mean being rescued {rom such a horrible
destiny by being snatched away to heaven by the
“loving” arms of Jesus. Such a view renders void
the Word of God and means that our loving Heav-
enly Father would be worse than a demon. Attach-
ing the name of Jesus to such views does not make
them Christian doctrines. As a matter of fact the
heliefs and customs of the great mass of church-
-goers todav are little different from that of heathen-
dom, except that they formally use the name of Jesus
in their worship instead of the name of some heathen
deity. . ' ‘

If the evangelistic service) to which you refer was
conducted by some of the emotionally inclined re-
ligionists of our day you may have heard an out-
burst of groans and unintelligible ‘exclamations, very
similar to what is heard at the religious feasts and
sacrifices of many of the fanatical heathen tribes of
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the orient. It is not our purpose to make light of
sincere though distorted efforts to worship the true
God; hut we should recognize that the truths of
God’s Word are founded on reason—not on emo-
tion. Although a. certain amount of emotion may
properly result from the thrilling knowledge of ‘the
lengthi and breadth and height and depth’ of God's
great love, yet it will not be the insane and uncon-
trolled outbursts of those who erroneously imagine
that they have been snatched by Jesus from a burn-
ing hell, or rescued from the wrath of some mons-
trous and vengeful heathen deity.

Earth and Heaven Fled Away

QUESTION: In Revelation 20:11 we read:
“And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat
on it, from whose face the earth and heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them.” What
is meant in this passage by the “great white throne”?
And how does the heaven and ecarth flee away from
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne?

ANSWER: The chapter from which this text is
taken has a great deal to say about the Kingdom of
Christ, and the work to be accomplished during the
thousand years of its administration. The “great
white hhrone” is symbolic of the administrative on-
thority of that Kingdom. The fact that it is a white
throne indicates that the Kingdom of Christ—unlike
all other kingdoms that have ruled the earth—will be
a Kingdom of purity and righteousness. All other
governments have been based upon unrighteousness
and selfishness. All earthly kingdoms have oppressed
and misruled the people; but the Kingdom of Christ
will bless all mankind with liberty and life; and will
teach the people the laws of justice and love,

The “earth and heaven” that are said to flee away
from the face of Him that sitteth upon the great white
throne, are not the literal earth norithe literal heaven.
In the second epistle of Peter the fact is pointed out
that there was a heaven and earth that came to an end
—"“perished”—or “fled away,” at the time of the flood.
Peter shows also that there is now another heaven and
earth which is to pass away—“with a great noise.”
Then he adds that “we, according to the prom-
ise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.”—2 Peter 3:5-13.

All three of these ‘heavens’ and ‘earths’ mentioned
by Peter are symbolic. The first has reference to
the governmental arrangements—spiritual and earth-
ly—that were in vogue prior to the flood of Noal’s
day. The “heavens and -earth which are now” are
the organizations of men and nations as they have
existed since the flood. It is this present symbolic
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heavens and earth that will flee away from before
the face of earth’s new King.

When our first parents disobeyed the divine law
and were driven from the garden of Eden out into
the unfinished earth to die, God figuratively ‘turned
His back’ upon the human race, and has permitted
men to follow their own selfish inclinations ¢ver
since. But with tne establishment of the new King-
dom—"the great white throne’—Ie will again,
through Christ, deal with the human family, VYes,
through Christ, He will turn His face toward the
sin-cursed worid; and the first result will be the com-
plete overthrow of Satan’s vast empire of sin and
selfishness. Then will come the “new heavens and
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” The
literal planet earth, however, will continue to exist;
it will be restored, beautified, and will become the
everlasting home for mankind. See Isaiah 45:18:

Universal Opportunity vs. Universal Salvation

QUESTION : Is universal salvation taught in the
Bible?

ANSWER: No! A universal opportunity for sal-
vation is clearly taught in the Bible, but the fact is
made very plain that those who do not accept sal-
vation on the terms laid down in God’s law will not
be saved everlastingly. In 1 Timothy 2:3-6 the
Apostle Paul says, “For this is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all
men to he saved and to come unto the knowledge of
the truth. For there is one God, and one mediato:
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who
gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due
time.”

The foregoing passage has heen cited by many as
implying that it is God’s will that every human being

and even the devil himself shall be saved everlasting-

ly; because, say they, it is God’s will that it must be
so. Such an interpretation of the passage, however,
distorts the true meaning of the apostle’s words.
Paul here says that all must be saved and come to a
knowledge of the truth; and the great fruth with
which alh must be made acquainted is the fact that
Christ died for them, and that by virtue of His death
He has redeemed mankind from the consequences of
original sin in Eden.

This reverses the usual order of things, so far as
the receiving of salvation and knowledge is con-
cerned. Generally speaking, one receives a knowl-
edge of the truth injorder to be saved; but in this
passage we are told that salvation is given in order
that a knowledge of the truth might be obtained.
This fact shows that the “salvation” referred to Ly
the anostle, and which he says it is God’s will that
all shall enjoy, is not everlasting salvation. What
then is it?

It should be remembered that nearly all the human
race have gone down into death in total ignorance
of the “only name given under heaven or among men
whereby we must be saved.” The death condition
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is one of unconsciousness; hence; if those who have
died are to be given a knowledge «f the truth, they
will need to be awwakened from the sleep of death.

. According to the Bible this is exactly what the Lord

intends to do; and this is the “salvation” referred
to Iy the apostle. This ‘‘salvation” from Adamic
death must come before the dead world can receive
a knowledge of the truth. But when all are saved
from the effects of Adam’s sin and awakened from
the sleep of the Adamic death they will be placed on
trial upon their own responsibility. Each one then
will be judged according to his own reaction to the
revealed will of God—the truth.

This double work, (1) of saving the people from
the sleep of Adamic death, and (2) of giving them
a knowledge of the truth, is symbolically described
in Revelation 20:12. Here the dead are depicted
first as ‘standing before God,” and then ‘the books (of
divine revelation) are opened’ to them; “and the
dead were judged out of those things written in the
books, according to their works.”” That is to say,
the things written in the books will constitute the
standard of judgment; and all will be expected to
conform their works in harmony with the truth then
made plain.

The account also says ‘‘another book” is to be op-
ened, called the “book of life.” The thought is that
those who render obedience to the truth as revealed
through the opening of “the books” will have their
names placed in the book of life. The “book of
life” is also a symbolic hook. It emphasizes the fact
that God will bless with everlasting salvation from
death all those who obey the truth—while others will
be cut off in “‘everlasting destruction.” ’

Br—

This final destruction of the wilfully wicked is
described by the Revelator as “the second death.”
It is the second death in contradistinction to the first
death—which effected Adam and through Adam
the entire world of mankind. Universalists insist
that the Bible does-not positively say that there will
not be a resurrection from the second death. To
this we reply that neither does the Bible say that
there will he a resurrection from the second deatls;
and the humble student of the Bibhle will not attempt
to be wise above that which is written. The Apostle
Paul shows cearly that God has made no provision
for granting fife to anyone except those who have
been purchased through the blood of Christ. e
says: '

“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received
a knowledge of the tnuth, there remaineth no more
. sacrifice for sins: but a certain fearful looking for of
judement ‘and fiery indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries. He that despised Moses’ law died
without mercy under two or three witnesses: of how
much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be
thought worthy, who have trodden/ under foot the
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the cove-
nant wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing
and hath done despite unto the ispirit of grace!”:
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I those who go into the “second death” are to he
awakened and given yet another opportunity to obey
the divine law, then their punishment will not be
any more severe than that which came upon those
who disobeyed Moses™ law; whereas Paul here says
distinctly that it will be “much sorer.” It will be
more severe because it will be an everlasting des-
truction, whereas those who died under Moses’ law
are to he awakened—“saved”’—and come to a knowl-
edge of the truth during the thousand years of
Christ's reign.

Tempting God

QUESTION: There has been ¢ great deal of
publicity in the papers recently concerning an evan-
golist who permitted a poisonous snake to bite in,
in the belief that God would protect him from harm.
Are we to understand that Ged will thus proteci all
Chiristians from physical harm?

ANSWER: No true Christian could for a mom-
ent doubt the ability of God to protect him from
physical harm, but neither Jesus' nor the apostles
taught that a Christian should purposely expose him-
self to injury and then expect divine power to inter-
vene for his protection. Satan presented a tempta-
tion of this kind to Jesus, suggesting that IJe hurl
Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple and
depend on Jehovah to protect Him.

In presenting this temptation to Jesus Satan even
went so far as to quote a part of the 91st Psalm, to
show that it was the proper thing for Jesus to do,
and that the Master could depend on it that divine
power would be exercised in His behalf. (See Matt.
4:5-7.) But Jesus” answer to this subtle suggestion
was, “Tt is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.” 1In view of His answer, it would seem that
the course of the evangelist in question was an un-
witting case of ‘tempting God.’

The evangelist’s authority for such rash conduct
was that of Mark 16:17.18, which reads: “And
these signs shall follow them that believe: In My
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with
new tongues: they shall take up serpents; and if
they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall be
healed.” In considering a question in a previous in-
stallment of The Fact Finder we learned that many
spurious passages have found their way into the New
Testament—passages that are not found in the older
Greek manuscripts, such as the Sinaitic and the Vat-
ican. The text quoted ahove, which was probably
responsible for the unwise course of the evangelist
in question, resulting in much suffering to himself
and anxiety to others. is one of these spurious pas-
sages of the NewTestament—in fact, from verse 9 on
to the end of this 16th chapter of Mark. it is all
sputious, being no part of the inspired text at all.

As we have already said, no true Christian will
douht God’s abilitv to perform miracles, nor His
willingness to do so when it is necessary in order to
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carry out His designs. But He has made no special
promises of physical protection on behalf of those
who follow in the footsteps of Jesus. On the con-
trary, all Christians are supposed to lay down their
carthly lives—even as Jesus laid down His life; and,
as a reward for such sacrifice, in the resurrection
they will be exalted to the divine nature, and for a
thousand years they will be associated with Jesus in
His Kingdom work of blessing all the fanulies of
the earth. That will be the real time of divine heal-
ing, when God’s power will be exercised for the res-
toration of all the obedient of mankind to health and
everlasting life.

The Holy City—Is it Literal?

QOUESTION:  Recently, in talking with a Sev-
enth-Day Adventist, the claim was made by him that
the “Holy Citv” of Revelation 21:2 15 to be a lit-
eral city, which will come down from leaven and be
located somewhere here on this earth.  Is this the
correct thought, or is it a symbolic city?

ANSWER: Here again reason must be applied
to our interpretation of the Scriptures. In the 10th
verse of this chapter the Revelator gives us the size
of the city, as follows: “And the city lieth four
square, and the length is as large as the breadth:
and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thous-
and furlongs. The length and the breadth and the
height of it are equal.”  This measurement of twelve
thousand furlongs has been computed to be approxi-
mately fifteen hundred miles!

While we might imagine a literal city heing fifteen
hundred miles square, there seems no good reason
why we should stretch our imagination in order to
visualize that city rcaching up fifteen hundred miles
into the sky. To think of this as a literal city seems
still more unreasonable when we note the fact that
the same city—during the course of its preparation—
is represented as being “trodden under foot by the
Gentiles” for a long period of time. When have the
Gentiles ever trodden upon the superstructure of a
city that reached up fifteen hundred miles into the
stratosphere 2—See Revelation 11:2.

When we take the Lord’s own definition of what
constitutes this city, the passage becomes plain and
reasonable. In Revelation 21:9.10, we read: “And
there came unto me one of the seven angels which
had the seven wvials full of the seven last plagues,
and talked with me saving, Come hither, I will show
thee the hride, the Lamb’s wife. And he carried me
away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, des-
cending out of heaven from God.”

This passage makes it as clear as language can
express it that the Holy City is ‘“the bride, the
T.amb’s wife”"—in other words it signifies those who
have been selected from among both Jews and Gen-
tiles during the Gospel age will be associated with
Jesus in the Kingdom work of the Messianic age.
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This explains why it has been possible for the Gea-
tiles to tread this citv under foot. All down through
the Gospel age, and especially during the period of
the dark ages, the true followers of Jesus—the King-
dom class—have heen persecuted most severely. In-
deed, it is through “much tribulation™ that all the
samts of God will enter into this glorious Kingdom
of Christ and be coworkers with Him in that Ning-
dom.

When all the individual members «of the Kingdow
cluss have heen ‘made ready,” and are united with
Jesus in heavenly glory—symbolized as the “marriage
of the Lamb” (Rev. 19:7)—then the divine power
of that long-promised Ningdom will hegin to oper-
ate for the Dlessing of mankind.  This is symbolized
by the Holy City, in which Jesus is the King, aid
which comes down from God out of heaven. e
Revelator shows that the elorious results of the es
tablishment of that Kingdom will be as follows:
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eves;
and there shal he no more death, neither sorrow nor
crying, neither shall there he any wore pain; for the
former things are passed awayv.”—Rev, 21:4.

In the hook of Revelation the Tlely City of God
is contrasted with a false or counterfeit city called
Babvion. As the true church of Christ is identified
with the Holy City, so the counterfeit church, des-
cribed as a harlot, is identified with the false aty.
In this connection, note the following words: “And
the woman which thou sawest is that great city,
which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” (Rev.
17:18.) No one would claim that this is a literal
citv, vet it is the counterfait of the true city of God.
This false city must fall, and the Revelator describes
its fall as taking place prior to the coming of the
Holy City. How plain and simple the Bible is when
we take these illustrative passages as lustrations,
rather than trying to interpret them as literal reali-
ties, as many have done,

Enough of the Bikle is written in plain language
to cnable us te understand all fundamental doctrines
of the divine plan of redemption. TFor example, when
the Bible promises life everlasting to all who wiil
accept it through Christ, we know that such prom-
ises are to he understood literally. But many pas-
sages are figurative. When the prophet, in describ-
ing some of the blessings that will come to those who
will receive life on the ecarth, says that they wil
dwell ‘under their own vine and figtree.” reason tells
us that this is merely a symbol of the jov, peace and
security that will be the portion of all thoss who will
be restored to life under the administration of Christ's
Kingdom. Of course, many will doubtless have
some literal vines and figtrees, while others of the re-
stored race may prefer to grow oranges or other
fruit; but when we take the passage as symholic of
the rich blessings of every kind that will come to “all
the families of the earth” in fulfilment of the promise
made to Abraham, it takes on a real and wonderful
meaning.
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Was Jesus the Son of Joseph?

QUESTION : as not Jesus the son of Josepl?
Luke savs that He was. And if He twas not, how
could He have becn the seed of Abraham?  lary's
genedlogy is ot given. IThy is that?

ANSWER: We think the Bible makes it very
clear that Jesus was not the son of Joseph. When
the angel of the Lord told Mary that she was to be
the mother of Jesus, Mary said, "How shall this be,
seeing that I know not a man?’ Then the angel
veplied, “The holy spirit shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall he called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:34,
33.) Luke does not say that Jesus was the son of
Joseph.  The words he uses are, “Being (as was

supposed) the son of Joseph.”  Joseph in turn was

the son of Jacob, but was the son of Ileli by marriage,
that is, the son-in-law of Heli. And this is where
we find Mary's genealogy, which is traced back right
through David to Adam.  This, therefore, establishes
- Jesus' comnection with the human family. Dut the
power that gave Him conception and hirth canie from
God—Luke 3:23
Not only was Jesus the sced of Abraham, but the
Apostle Paul savs that the members of the church
are also the sced of Abrabham. His words are, “If
ve he Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed and heirs
according to the promise.” (Gal. 3:29.) This seems
quite surprising, that Gentiles, who can claim no lin-
eal descent [rom Abraham, are regarded as the spirit-
ual seed of thar Parriarch, and this by virtue of their
prospective marriage with Jesus the great heavenly
Sridegroom.

The Ged of the Living

QOUESTION . The Bible gizes us to understana
that Abraliam. Isaac and Jacob arc dead; why, then,
does the Lord sav, “I am the God of Abraham, Isanc
and Jacob. God Is not the God of the dead, but of the

liwing™?

ANSWER: When Jesus made this statement He
was arguing on hehaf of the resiwrrection of the
dead—that Jehovah was the God of Abraham. Isaac
and Jacol hecause He intended to raise them from the
dead. Thus ITe would be a God of the living. There
are two Biblical viewpoints from which death is view-
ed. One of these is that hecause of the fall of man
into sin all persons are regarded as dead even while
walking about this earth, This is why Jesus said
to a certain man who asked for time to go and hury
his father, "‘Let the dead hury their dead.” All are
considered dead, hecause all are under the law of sin
and death; and eventually die.

The other viewpoint is that which is hased upon
the ransom sacrifice of Jesus. By virtus of this atone-
ment offering, all persons—even those in their graves
—are regarded as heing alive. Paul refers to this
viewpoint when he savs, “Even God, who quickeneth
the dead, and calleth those things which be not as
though they were."—Rom. 4:17.
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E Annual Re-
union Convention at Pittshurgh, Pa. The
date this vear is October 26-28. Other par-
ticulars of the convention are given on the
inside front cover of this issue of THE DAWN.
The first of these annual reunion conventions was
held in 1929, and cach year since they seem to getb
etter and more effective in their influence for tr uth
and righteousness among the hrethren.

As herctofore, the convention this year is spon-
cored and the program arranged wholly by the local
Associated Bible Students of Pittshurgh.  This, we
hetieve, is as it should he. More and more the hreth-
ren cvervwhere are realizing that the only true and
safe hasis for unity and Christian liberty among the
friends—so far as working arrangements arc con-
coerned——is in the recognition of the full independence
of each docal ecclesia.  DPublishers of trath literature
have their ;lnce as servants among the brethren hut
that place is not as directors of t]l(, ecclesia activities
of rhe Lord's people. Tt seems to us that no reunion
of the scattered Dbrethren is possible in any other wayv
than through the recognition of this principle.

The Pittshurgh brethren—with others—are to he
conmnended in the example they have set in this
most important matter. Speakers affiliated with var-
ious service groups. as well as from several local
ecctesins throughout the Middle West, and elsewhere,
have been invited to take part on the program. We
are confident that the pravers of the hrethren every-
where will go up on hehall of the spiritual success of
this eatbering, and that as many as possible will at-
tend personally.

T1IS is the month of the Sixth

Reprinting Watch Tower Articles

A number of the friends have suggested the value
of republishing articles from the old Watch Towers.
We will be glad to do this; and ask the cooperation
of the friends in the selection of articles that would
seem to bhe the most timely and appropriate.  Many
of our readers possess. either the old M atch Towers
themselves, or the Reprints, and are finding them
specially helpful at this time. We suggest that the
brethren, when reading one of these articles that
proves to be a special blessing, write to us about it
The information thus received by us will be a guide
in selecting the material for republicatiaon. If the
“walting list” gets very large we will publish the list
itse'f so that those having the reprints may enjoy the
benefit of what other friends are reading.

Labor Day Conventions

A number of conventions were held over the Labor
Day week-end and reports received from the various

|1au:s indicate that those who atrended these gather-
inzs were richly blessed of the Lord. A brother who
attended the Seattle, Washington, convention suggests
that we publish in full the address of welcome given
there by Brother Swanson. of the local ecclesia.  As
this short outline includes many of the points that
should pmpexlv bc m the minds of the hrethren at
the all times—and which
we Delicve were dwﬂlt npon at these various gather-
inus. we are very glad to publish it as follows:

Address of Welcome at Seattle, Wash.

Dear Inmda 1 esteem it an honor cn behalf of this
little class of Seattle to greet you at this convengion, on
this brst day ol September, of the cveniful year 1834, For
a time there was 1o certainty that another such gathering
could he held in this place. Possibly it may be the last
Convention—at least for some of us.  All around us in the
\\r,l(i are tll(} indfcations or signs that the “Day of th
Lord." the “Day of Vengeance,” has hegun. Our Lord is
present the second time. to establish Fis Kingdom. Already
the “hills” are melting like wax ; there is “distress of nations
with perplexity.” and “men’s hearts failing them for fear.”
Already the “rich men” arc beginning to “howl.” In the
midst of such stirring events, it is still cur liberty and priv-
ilege to hold another annual gathering, which we dignify by
the name, “Convention.”

QOur hearts hnd expression in the Mamna Text and com-
ment for January lst: “O bless our God ye people, and
pake the voice of His praise to be heard: which holdeth
ocur soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved.”
(Psa. €6:89.) “Thanks be to God that His grace has
preserved us, ‘kept us from falling,’ through another year;
and that so many of us are still of one heart and of onc
mind in respect to IHis Word and its service! When we
remember that the adversary is to be permitted to hring
‘strong detusions’ upon the Lord's people for the very pur-
puse of sifting out all not truly His (2 Thes. 2:10-12),
should surely call forth our thanks to God that the opening
of another year (convention) linds us still standing {ast,
appreciating the truth, and in full accord with all the divine
appeintments by which He has kept us from falling.”

There are hve good reasons, which I can think of, for
holding a convention. The first reason is to glorify our
Fieavenly Father. Do we not all desire to give expxession
to the gratitude which is welling up in our hearts? “Be-
giuse Th\ loving kindness is better than life, my lips shall
praise Thee.” (Paa. 63:3.) Again, we read in Psalm 116:
12-14, “What shall [ render unto the Lord for all His bene-
fits toward me?” The answer comes, “I will take the cup
of salvation” (the special cup of great salvation, which Jesus
offers to the church before the general salvatian, which He
will offer to the worid), “and call upon the name of the
Lerd (for grace to help); I will pay my vows now, in the
predence of all Hijs people”

Let uvs read again from that great little book, “Daily
Heavenly Manna™ the text and comment for January 2nd :
“Ye are not your own, for ve are I)uuﬁht with a price: there-
fore glorify God in your body. ar:l .u geuar sprmt, which are
Ged's (1 Cor. 6:19,20.) “Ar tne opening ol tne new vear
(or another conventicn), what lesson could be more impor-
tant to us than this one, that we are not our own, but be-
long to another: that we are not, therefcre, to scek to please
ciirselves, but to please Him: not to seek to serve self, not
to seek to orey self-will, but en the contrary His will? This
m2ans holiness i the most absolute and comprehensive sense
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of the word (not only separation from sin to righteousness,
but separation from self to the will of God in Christ).”
Our second reason for this convention is our love for the
truth and its service. e recognize its beauty and ils pur-
pose: that it is nothing less than the Gospel of which St
Paul was not ashamed, but which is “the power of God unto
salvation to every one” who believes. “The true children of

God love the truth because they have an affinity for it. When
they

they have found the truth they recognize its value,
prize it and mcditate upon it. They say, It is just like
God!  They strive more and more to conform their oan

characters to the same lines of heauty and seck fo commend
it by word and conduct td others, that they may be blessed
by it (Manna, June 16th)

Again: "We are to have clearly hbefore our minds the
fact that the wltimeat~ object of all the divine dealings for
and with us, and the ultimate signiiicance of all the divine
pron; made to us, is the development of Jove, which is
God-likeness ;. for Ged s love”  ((Manna, March 12th)

The third good reasen for this gathering is our love for
the brethren. A few weeks ago the newspapers carried an
account of hew Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson, famous
meition-picture photographers of natural life in Africa, dis-
covered a small isolated tribe of lLake Dwellers who had
helieved thut they were the only people in the world, Now
there are some DBible Students like that. They think that
they ‘are the only ones of the very elect. How did they
oct that way? ‘The storms of the past seventeen vecars have
Blown the TLord's people into hatches.  Many ‘of them have
permitted themselves to lnse comtact with other hrethren
Let us thank God that we have gotten free irom such an
idea: and it is our purpose to recognize a/l. \We proposz
net to be ashamed to meet any of ‘the hrethren in heaven
whom Geal has favored with His truth and the begetting of
lis  spirit.

We desire to fulhl that “New Commandment” which our
Lovd gave. “One of the final and miost scarching tests of
these ‘hrethren'; and the one under which probadly the most
of those once awakened and arimed 'will {all, will be love
for the hrethren. Seemingly many will fail a2t this point,
and be therefore accommted unworthy of an abundant cu-
trance to the Kingdom on this score.” (Manna, March 16th.)
Again: “Let us he on the alert to give to all who are hung-
ering and thirsting the hlessed food which has so greatly re-
freshed and strencthened us. We have the very thing which

ses

a'l of the houschold of faith nced: without it they cannot
mairtam  their standing, they cannot press on, they shall
surely become discouraged.” (Manna, Oct. 19th.)

A fourihh good reason why we'are cathered here is becaunse
we love our fellow-men, all mankind. Do we realize thai
we were called for the wery purpose of sharing in the great
future work of hlessing ‘“all the families of the earth™? If
we have not a hurning desire nowe {or their blessing, then we
are not worthy of that future work with Jesus. Is there anv
Scripture to indicate that God ever would be pleased to have
us place our light “under a bushel,” or “under” our com-
fortable creed-hed?

Tet ns read the Manna comment for April 30th.  “The
wvery object of our being called into the light is that we
mav It it shine. 1f we do not let it shine we are unworthy
qf it and the treacure will be taken away and we will he
left in darkness. If indeed we hawve received the light and
have consecrated ourselves fully to God, let us ask ourselves,
What am 1 doing to show forth the pralces of Him who
hath called e oyt of darkness? Am T going forth with
th~se tidings to my neighhors near and far? Can T truly
affrm that T am: ’

All for Jesus, all for Jesus—
All my heing's ransomed powers :

All my thoughts, and words, and doings,
All my days and all my hours?

Th_e fifth im,oyurtant reason for this convention is for tha
blessing that will result to us. If we are faithful in trving
to fulfil the four purposes heretofore outlined we shall find
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that our own sanctification is outworked thereby. In 1 Thes-
saloniaps 4:3 we read: “This is the will of God, even your
sanctidcation.”  And again: “Let us bestowe thought upon
one another, fo dncite to love end to good work,” and “For-
sake not the assembling of syourselves together™ for these
important ends.

Let us never forget that we are a “peculiar people,” sep-
arate from the great body of nominal Christians, as well as
from -the world, having higher hopes, aims and ambitions amd
favered with a dea.ler insight into the deep things of God,

having been called out of our former 0811(1'1655 into His
marvelous light.,”  (Manna, May 16th.)
“Let us, dearly beloved, as we realize that thus far God

has counted us worthy to look upon the scroll of His plan
which has Dbeen unsealed for us by our blessed Lord Jesus,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, prove our warthiness to con-
tinue to look therein, and to read the wondrous things ot
lis Taw, by faithful chedience and loyalty to it in all things.
Let us not undervalue our great ‘privilege in being counted
worthy te have some part in the hlessed ministry of reflect-

ing the light of divine truth.” (\Iqmn Dec. 21st.)
Fially: “Ye arc a chosen race (no longer members of the
hunan race. but of the New Creation, New Creatures in

fesus), a roval priesthood (not of the Aaronic erder,
but mendiers of the priesthood of the gloritied Jesus): a
hoiv nation, a people for a purpose, (yes. what a glorinus
purpose), that vou may declare the perfections of Him who
called you from darkness into His waonderful light."— 1 Pet.
2.6, [aglott.

Chirist

Thke Erooklyn Convention

The annnal Brooklvn. N. Y., Labar Day convention is now
a thing of the past., and something to he remembered. IFer
two and a half days the friends who assembled reveled in
the joys of Christian fellowship, feasting on the viands of
truth that the Lord richly spread for them, and finding their
spirits revived and cheered by the things they heard and in
which they rejoicingly took part.

The opening of the conventiadn was under most delightiul
weather conditions, The chairman for the day was Brother
H. E. Anderson. The first meeting was one of praise and
testimony, conducted by Brather Boulter. This was followed
by a discourse hy Brother 1. I. Margeson, of Westwaoad,
Mass. The speaker expressed some interesting thoughts on
‘Walking in the Light' and ‘Following the Master, He

said:  “He who said, ‘T am the light of the world, turned to
His followers and “said, ‘Ye are the light of the world’
Tight reflects its source. We should see to it that our

light is not hidden under a bushel, but let it shine forth

clearly. That is why we have the truth—that it may shine
forth and be a blessing to others.”
Brother D. Dinwocodie of Blanmfield, N. J., spolke next.

He said. “We reach the consummation of our Christian
course not merely by self-effort, which can never rise ahove
its scurce. hut through the environment of faith apd by lay-
ing hold upon the power of God. We should come into an
environment of faith and love that will nmwould our characters
and build us up in godlivess, and we should maintain our
rosition there at all cost.”

Saturday evening Brother Wilson, of Pittshurch, gave an
address on. “Let him that thinketh e standeth take hee-l
lest he fall.”™ Some of the teVing points he brought out
were, “In mountain climbing look out lest ver sten on a
false rock. Tor us to stand means four things: (1) Standing
in the faith. (2) Standing in liberty, (3) Standing in the
Lord. (4) Standing in one spirit. We get our persecution,
nat for our kindness. meeckness, etc., but because we stand
for the truth. We should take heed to the doctrine, and
also should fellowship with the brethren, if we wish to stand
to the end.”

Sunday morning’s session began with a bright testimony
meeting comducted by Brother Friese, of Snringfield. Mass.
The chairman for the day was Brother F. 1T, Mundell. whao
also ohve a discourse on ‘The duties and privileges of the
Christian,’  He said. “We should find ourselves in the en-
ioyment of full literty in Christ. Tlave we not heen deliy-
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ered frem sin and death® The Bible speaks of those who
‘throueh fear of death are all their lifetime subject to bon-
dagre. But faith mewmts ahove fear, and ‘perfect love cast-
eth cut fear.” As Moses took upon himself reproach to be
emn God's side, s can we do the same, and can hud liberty
and jov in so doing, having assurance always that God is
with us. 7

The public talk was given by Rrother A. M. Saphore. In
glowing terms he pictured the blessings to come to the
world after the approaching cataclvsm of trouble shall have
destroved the svstems of man. He said, “The great anti-
tvpical trumpet of Jubilee is now sounding.  The heavens
(ecclesiastical powers) are rolling together as a scroll. The
mowntains (kingdoms of earth) are shaking. The world is
experiencing the birth of a new era, and her spasms of
trouble aceompany the heginning of great changes that will
take place.  We should not he calamity howlers, but should
commend whatever good is being done—at the same time
recovnizing the fact that humanity’'s saivavon depends en-
tirelv on the incoming KNingdom.”

Follewing the public talic a Bible studv was conducted by
Brother J. W. Reimer, of Brocklvn, This feature was novel
and Interesting.  The leader =aid that the friends should
alwavs be prepared to put something into the studies. Thev
should have questions and  sueegestions  readv  heforchand.
Then thev should aim to get the main thoughts out of the
study. AN this would tend to make the meetings profitable.

Mondayv's chairman was Drother M. C. Mitchell. A praise
and testimeony reeting conducted by Brother J. G. Kuehn
was follawed hy a syvmposium on Justice, Wisdom, Love
and Power: by four brethren. respectively, Brothers P.
Kofllinman, W. Rohertson, R. Sachtleber and R. T. Mlitchell,
all of whom were followed with close attention by the friends.

In the afternoon Brother J. H. Hpeveler gave a very in-
teresting discourse on ‘The Reast of Revelation,” picturing
the rise of the power with seven heads and ten horns and
expressing the thought that a very special test may vet he
applied to the Lord's people. when thev will have to see in
it that the “mark of the beast” is rejected. and that the
seal of the living God is retained. “To he forewarned.”
said the speaker, “is to be forearmed.”

The last talk was ¢iven by Brother Oscar Magnuson. of
Rrooklyn. N. Y., who summied up matters in'a very hapry
and conclusive manner. He used the text, “Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole mgtter. Tear God and keep His
commapdments, for this is the whole duty of man” He
referred to the text, ‘“Moab has not heen emptied from ves-
sel to vessel” (Jer. 48:11) THe then commented: “This
would mean that she had not been refined.  God’s people have
heen emptied from one system to another, and thus the re-
finimg process has taken place with them. God is dealinw
with whent and tares in this harvest time. Mav we all he
of the golden, ripened wheat, and mav Gorl hless and keen
us all faithful to the very end.”

A love feast then brought to a close ane of the mwost en-
jovahle cenventions ever held in Brooklyn.

Saginaw, Mich., Convention

Friends of Cincinnati, Texas and Canada joined those ni
Michigan in this blessed convention, as about sixty persons
came together in a most jovful convocation. Luncheons
were scrved in the hall. which arrangement gave to all the
fullest opportunity of fellowship.

Some of the thoughts expressed were as foltows: Brother
Zink, in his first talk. said: “We are compamions of Christ,
fellows with TTlim in sacrifice, in being ridiculed and scorned,
in being the light of the world, and finally in reigning with
Him.” Tn his second address he emphasized that every mem-
ber of the “bride” class must be an overcomer: and that
seven times the Lord uses the expression. “He that over-
cometh.” The Lord's cav<e calls for strength and endurance.
It means a real battle with the flesh, to bring it into align-
ment with the great princinles of rightecusness, Every
Christian has a mammoth task in hand, but with assurance
of a great reward for the victors.
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Brother Thomson spoke three times. Some of his [eading
thoughts were: “We may always avail ourselves of the
divine wings of protection. \Vhether we live far into the
great time of trouble or not does not matter, if we have
the sheltering wings of the Most High about us: for 'in the
time of trouble MHe shall hide thee in His tabervacie.’  The
Lord said, 'There shall he a time of trouble such as was
not since there was a nation, and at that time thy people
shall be delivered.) “That seems to suggest that the Lord's
people will not be here during the real time of trouble,
though they may see a Ittle of it

“God showed that His plan was beautifully foreluowi.
He apparently pictured it in the river that tlowed out i
FEden. It was one river while it was in the garden. hut
thereaiter divided inta “four ‘heads,” perhaps picturing re-
spectively the ILittle Flock, the Great Company, the Secoud
Death Class and the world of mankind.,  Adam listencd to
some one else instead of to God, amd hence brought ail the
trouble upon the world. The only safe thing for us alwais
is to listen to God.”

Brother Robert Jolly of Chicago, speaking on the Lord's
Praver, said: “We are in damger of making worship wo
formal a thing. Jesus said, *Say, Our Pather, which art in
heaven. This mpkes us feel very close to God. It causes
us to feel something of the joy uf sonship. The Lord's
Praver itself 1s very searching. Ii we r1orgive others, the
Lord will forgive us. IHe whose heart is pure is prone to
furgive others, and therefore will enjoy the blessing of
God's furgiveness. Close communion with our Father i3 &
privilege we sheuld not neglect, for we need the strength
that can be thus derived.

Brother Jolly's second talk was on the 23rd Psalm.
said: 'l like the Good Physician's prescription: “Come
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 1T wili g
yvou rest. That prescription will cure all our spiritual ail-
ments. .\ sister was teiing ancther one that a certain pres-
cription of her doctor’s hadn't turned out well. ‘Then.” said
the other, confidently, ‘that means that vou didn't follow it
closely; for if you had, it certamlv would have turned out
all right.” That is the way we should feel about following
the Lord's directions.”

Brother Poe being absent, Brother Longfield of London,
Canada, took his place. He said: “As the farmer turns the
soil over and over to make it serve his purpose, so the Lovd
does with His reople. Sometimes we get rough handling,
lrut the outcome of the matter is clearly detined. Then the
farmer makes geod straight furrows, by plowing straicht to
the mark he has set at the other end of the field. So, if
we keep our eves fixed on Jesus we will And our furrows
straight. Next, the farmer uses the drag harrow, then he
adds fertilizer, and lastly the heavy roll smoothes the ground
in readiness for good production. So the Lord plows and
harrows us. He left evil here to develop the church, to aid
in seed-growing and production. He has given us all neces-
sary means for bringing forth ‘mwuch f{ruit.”

Brother Foss of Chicago spoke on “Hope.” He explained
that we are to “rejoice in hope.” Our hope is described as
“an anchor to the souly” DBack of our hope is our faith.
Truly no one else has the glorious hope that the child of
God has tcday. It is a light that will cheer our pathway
unto the end. It is hope that saves us, hecause as we look
forward to the glorious things of the future we can the
hetter endure hardships. Of Jesus it is said, “Who for the
joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising
the shame.” Wevmouth's translation of Romans 12:12
says, “Be thoroughly warm-hearted, the Tord's own zer-
vants, full of jovful hope, patient under persecution, earnest
and persistent in praver.”

Some good points of Brother Foss' second talk, bhased on
Nehemiah's prophecy, were: “Each one of Nehemiah’s comn-
pany built on the part of the wall near him. It is a wise
thing to let every cme have an opportunity of service. We
cannot all serve alike, and even the least one supplies some-
thing for the bodv. We need to realize that. We should
hold the idea that every one in the bolly is mecessarv to us.
By collaboration the wall of Jerusalem was built in about
57 days. We should not dilly-dally, hut realize the serious-
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ness and importance of the service to which we are called.”
Brother A. A. Lutz of Jackson, Mich., said: “Dear friends,
tonight we are surrounded by loved ones, hearts that beat as
one. those who love the Lord as we do. But when we go
hack home, to the shop, the store, the office, things will he
different. Then we will appreciate the fellowship of Him
who walks beside us, who says, ‘I will never leave thee aor
forsake thee! The world is cold-hearted toward us. Some
of us have poor health to contend with, others have poor
fmances, etc. How we need God in our lives., right with us
all the time! And what comfort we can get from His \Word,
from the glorious truth that has stood by us from the time we
received 1! Satan will use cvery possible mpeans to draw
us away iroam our purpose, but God is strong and will bring
us out ‘more than conquerors’ if we but trust in Him.”
Testimonies were given that were inferesting, and stir-
wiating. The convention closed with a lave feast, at which
the iriends sang hymmns and wished each csher God-speed.

Seattle, Wash., Convention

Our Seattle convention of three days held over Saturday,
Sunday and Monday, September 1-3, 1s now history; but its
blessings and henefits will live in the hearts of many who
attended for perhaps vears to come, especially as these have
been treasured in memory and are recounted from time (o
time, thus bringing added refreshment, blessing and stimn-
latior: and thus he of more lasting effect. Let us pray that
this mayv be so, not cnly «f this convention bur of all others,
that they may more proitably serve their purpose.

The average nunher present was around one hundred, with
more being present on Sunday. New faces mingled with the
old. At least onc sister revealed in her testimony that this
was her frst conventien. It was also brought out in a
testimony that certain brethren met here who had not seen
each other for many years; which brought joy to their
hearts as well as to the hearts of those who witnessed these
re-unions.

The discourses were largely filled with exhortations to
faithiuiness to the truth which we have received and been
assured of ; having on the whole armor of God that we may
be able ta stand in this evil day. One outstanding point
was stressed hy our Brother W. N. Woodworth, that the
glorious knowledge of God which we have received mmst he
mdre than theoretical, it must be a living reality. In brief,
Brother August Swanson in his address of welcome men-
tioned five important reasons for holding the convention, and
Brother C. W. McCoy followed with a stirring talk on
“Blessings Midst the Perils of the Last Days” He also
gave us another talk on the theme of the “Seal of the Spirit,
the earnest of our inheritance,” Brother John Hoskins ad-
dressed us on the subjects of “Faith,” and “Qur Privilege
af Communion with God.” Brother George Jeuck reireshed
our minds anew on “The Revealment of God's Character.”

Brother W. N. Woodworth stirred up our pure minds by
way of remembrance, in his dealing with the subject of “The
Whaole Armor of God,” also, in another talk, discussing the
subject of “Taking More Earnest Heed.” Brother A. J.
Tirrelt spoke wvery interestingly on “Spiritual Leprosy.”
Former Pilariry W. A. Baker also addressed us on “Faith,”
and later ¢n Revelation, using as a basis for this theme,
Revelation 1:3. Brother Wm. McKeown spcke tn us on
“How To Become Like Christ.” The subject of “Our Re-
sponsibility in the Hour of Temptation” was discussed in a
symrosium by Brothers H. J. Brawn, J. H. Moore, and T.
A. Smith. The seasons of praise and testimony also were of
much blessing, manifesting the gratitude of the hrethren for
‘the hlessings of the convention.

The public meeting, while not extensively advertised, was
well attended. Over five hundred tracts supplied by THE
DAWN were distributed, and free notices appeared in the
papers. (Cllose attention was given by the majority of those
present, amd sixteen hooklets—“Gad and Reason’—recently
published by THE DAWN, were given out to those who
left their names. In this connection the words of a heautiful
hymn comes forcefully to mind—*“I love to tell the story,
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for those who know it best seem hungering and thirsting to
hear it like the rest.” How thankful we are that this is so!

To many it was the “best convention yet,” and “it was
good to be there”—a foretaste of the Grand Convention of
saints bevond the veil

Chicago Junior Convention

This convention, as the second great event of the JUNIOR
BIELE STUDENTS, apened on Saturday, September 1, to
continue for the two following days, with an attendance on
the first dav of 38 juniors, increasing the following day to
approximately 123; with voung people irom various direc-
tions: namely, Canada, New Ycrk, Michigan, Wisconsin and
I1{inois,

The discourses and symposiums delivered throughout the
convention, in the order rendered, were as follows:

Faith: Are You Consecrated? Discourse on Psalm 25:4;
Truth and its Meaning; The World Today: Right and
wrong as Principles; Torch Bearers of the Kingdom; What
is a Christian® Following in the Footsteps of Jesus; Light
and Its Meaning: How the World has Accepted Christianity
and the Qutcome: Wherewithal Shall a Young Man Cleanse
His Sins’ ..

All of these discourses and symposiums were very inter-
esting, helpful and benutiful in blessings. Another inter-
esting featurc was the testimony ‘mpeting, conducted by
Brother Schiller; also the lave feast conducted by the chair-
man of the convention. ’

New Ones Accepting the Truth

We regret that space will not permit of a detailed
report of Brother Norman Woodworth’s recent ten-
thousand mile trip to the Pacific Coast and back.
There is one important fact that he brings back to
us which we feel we must mention. He tells us that
on his trip he met at least fifty brethren who have
aceepted the truth and who have made a full conse-
cration to the Lord within the last two years. This
fact should be an encouragement to those who may
feel that the Lord is not abundantly blessing their
efforts in making known the glad tidings.

The truth has never been popular, and much effort
has always been necessary to find even a single grain
of wheat; so we believe that the foregoing fact indi-
cates very clearly that the Lord 7s blessing the pres-
ent efforts of His free people to comiort others.  The
plan to send complimentary copies of “God and
Reason™ to active church workers should be very
effective in reaching sincere ones in the denomina-
tions. This plan is announced on page 32 of this
issue of THE DAWN. In harmony with this is an
interesting incident that has been brought to our at-
tention by means of a letter from one of our readers,
reading as follows:

Dear Brethren: I want you to know of my deep appre-
ciation of vour labor of love in publishing THE DAWN.
One cannot read the many good articles therein withouvt
saying Amen. Its topics are arranged to suit every mind;
ard. as Paul said, it is “not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”
Neither am 1 ashamed to give your magazine to anyone.

Your “News and Views” department has mentioned that
some of the clergy are beginning to recognize some of the
“old, old story” of God’s plan. I am sending vou a brief
report of a recent lecture to ministers and members of a
local umich of churches, given by a clergyman here. The

(Continued on page 33)



Sending the Light into
every Church in America!

An Opvortunity for which the Saints have long Waited

Encouragzed by recent responses to the truth message on the  § T e 'L"“,P —

part of church people who hitherto had spurned it, certain of % GPE”ORT,U,NiTIE“S“ A‘ﬁLAL
i ' . ) i ! SO FINCIL MESSGE

our brethren have inaugurated a plan which. by the Lord's help “Tnercasingly as the days go by, the

and the joviul cooperation of all [lis people. way be the means minds of thinking peeple will e open-

" . fng to a realization of the Truth.  As

of sending the clad news of the coming Kingdom into every never befure they will need the Lord's

1

church in A\merica and nerhiaps in other countries. -
[ H

saints  to point thean in the right ¢
rection.

. . A . “Ta thuse who have the knowledse
Lvery reader of THID DAWN—und all others of the friends of Gud's plan the present and the nes
future affer the muost wonderful oppor-
tonities  of  which  we  could  conceive.
the light to those who =1l sit in darkness relative to God's The greater our rcal, the greater the
) results for others, and the greater the
blessing to ourselves.

as well—are now invited to share in this united effort to bring

great plan of salvation.  Many are now desiring light with

. . . . 4 - . . - ) - . e - irrle Tate H T
which to pierce the encireling gloom of this tine of trouble. T I will he a dine later om i this
. b . time  of trouble  that  they  (church
is our privilege now to point them to the true source, and help members)  will hegin o wake up.’—

—PASTOR RUSSELL

> nlock the same treasure house of Light and truth which B :
them unlock the sz dstre > = and T Hater Towor, Jan, 11916

has long gladdened our own hearts.

G e L e et e

HERE IS THE WAY YOU CAN HELP.— Obtain the
namwe and address of every Sunday School Superintenident and Bible Class leader in vour neighborhood—-or
other active church workers, hut not more than five in any one congregation——and also those in outlyving dis-
tricts where perhaps no Bible Student lives. Specify opposite each name what denomination he or she ven-
resents.  Compare vour fist with those prepared by other brethren in vour vicinity, to avoid duplication,
Now send the list to THIZ DAWN. We then will mail to each name ou vour list, if possible. a compli
mentary copy of “God and Reason” with the [ollowing letter enclosed :

Dear Friend: Greetings in the name of Truth! This complimentary copy
of “God and RNeason” is being sent to you at the request of friends, who believe
you will fnnd it of genuine interest .and profit in your religious work,

In this dayv of stress, when God, the Rible. and religion in general are being
weighed in the balances, evervone mneeds all the spiritual hLelp available
order to maintain his faith in and enthusiasm for that which true Christiang
have long believed to he divine and unshakahle truth.

We are convinced that vou will nnd in “God and Reason” a real helping

GOD and REASON hand in your study and teaching of the Bible: and something that will encourage
: ' ‘ vou in vour Christian life.  For this reason we iuvite vour very careful

BY F F FINDER comsideration of its contents.  Read it with an open vet critical mind; and

when vou have digested its message we hope that ven will write to us, frecly
expressing vour reactions to the things which it hreought to your attention.

1f “Cod and Reason™ proves to be a spiritual stimulus to you—as we helieve
it will—mav we suegest that vou then call it to the attention of fellow-workers
in your church.. They too need the help which “God and Reason” can give
to evervone who reads it with an unprejudiced an<d thinking mind.  Additional
copies are available in the event you need them.
..This 15 a day when all serious minded people are searching for a clearer
understanding concerning the destiny of men and nations, therefore we are
conhdent that after reading “God and Regson” vorn will feel that its messaze
has providentially come into your hends,  Sincerelv, THE PUBLISHERS

A fund, simi'ar to the Free Tract Furd, is Feing provided to rover
the expense of this effort. The cost price of 10 cents a hook, plus 3
cents for pastage, will he charged acainst this fund for everv fres
conv of “(Fod gnd Reason” thns sent out.  Crmarterly reports will he
published.  Pray the Lord that He mav—if it he His will—open the
minds and hearts of some to recetve she glarious. simple truths of
His great plan.  And rejoice if the onportunity comes tn serve them
with a fuller explanation throueh “The Divive Plan of the Ages.”

“In the morning sow thy seed, in the
cocning weithhiald net thine hands for
thou Fkuowoest sof wchether shall pros-
for, this or that, or whether thev bo!l

shall be alike good."—FEccl. 11:6, DAWN PUBLISHERS, 251 Washington St., Brooklyn, N. Y.




Sunday School Lessons
(Continucd from page 21)

“Rest in the Lord
and  wait  patiently  for Ihm.”
God takes #inie to carry out His
purposes and plans. The old say-
ing is, “Rome was not built in a
dav.” It has taken over nineteen
centuries to complete the church
of Christ, and it will take a thous-
and vears to lift the world fully
over from death to life and final

perfect work.”

THE DAWN

We need paticnce to “‘wait on
the Lord,” patience with the poor,
weak, sorrowing world, and pat-
ience with fellow Christians. Yet
with wickedness, or with the “uun-
fruitiul works of darkness,” we

must not have fellowship or pat-

ience, in the sense ol conniving
with such things: such would Dhe
a perversion of this grace.
Godliness, brotherly kindness,
and love, also come in to ripen or
fill out the Christian’s character,
His reverence for God causes him
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Doing such

to joviully obey God.
fafl.”

things, he shall “never

(UESTIONS:

Hhat is faith? Why does the apostle
mention it as a kind of framework to
which other things are to be added?

I 'hat  part docs wirtue or fol‘/i/udc
play in the Christian’s progress?

Why is lknowledge zmpo;tanf’ and
what kind of knowledge is wmcant?

Diefine  lemperance.  Vhere does it
play its part? Quoie Scriptures bear-

ing on this guality

How is patience culftvated.”  Can it

happiness.

be devcloped only through tribulaiion?

'The Fiery Furnace

(Continned froi page 23

“Then  King  Nebuchadnezzar  spoke  and  said:
Piessed he the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed.
nego, who hath sent His angel and delivered His
servants that trusted in Him, and have changed the
king's word, and vielded their bodies, that they migh
not serve nor worship any god except their own God.
Therciore 1 make a decree that cvery people, nation
and language, which speak anyvthing amiss against
the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, shall
be cut in pieces and their houses shall be made @
dunghill: because there is no other god that can de-
Liver after this sort.

“So you sse what great triumph ihese men won
through their faithiulness and loyalty to God. They
must have had the respect of all right-thinking per-

sons, and the king gave them high promotion i the
prov ince of Babylon.

“There is a great image in the world today. it 1s
an image of UOId and is represented in what men
carl money. Millions of people wors ship this image.
It causes robbery, murder and other crimes thruugl -
out the world. But the Christian is not to give to
Money the homage of his heart. Neither is he to
worshlp any great system that man has made. His
first .:Lll(mldnce is to God. When he puts God first
and sceks to serve and honor Him in all things, he
will have guardian angels round about him to take
care of his best interests; and even though he may
be permitted to suffer at times, he will surely come
out all right in the end.”

“Well, T feel like saying, Three cheers for Shad-
rach, Meshach and Ahed—nego, exclaimed Peter.
“Did I pronounce those names right, Uncle Eb?"

“Yes, quite right,” replied Uncle Eb. “And [ be

]

lieve we could all join with you in those cheers.”

Talking Things Over
(Continued from page 31I)

gist of s talk was that “the Russellites are right.” 1 wish
L could give his sermon in dull. About a manth ago 1 met
this clergvman, and he asked if we objected to the use of
the word “Russellites.” He said that in his lecture he
wanted his hearers to know positiveisy to whom he referred,
and that the term “Bible Students’ might be misunderstood.
[ told him 1 had no objection.

In his lecture aforementioned he described the teachings
of the various “isms,” and then said that Russellism is cor-
rect in insisting that the Bible tcaches one Lord, one faith
and one church, and that it is ‘carnality’ to have so many
divisions. He declared that the Russellites are to be ad-
mired for their preaching of the truth, while the churches
are concernied with building  edifices, or with oyster sup-
pers, rafiles and sewing parties. lle said, “The Russeflites
are never seen selling tickets, giving suppers, or halding card
parties. No, they are like the apostles of old, preaching
lTesus Christ and Him crucified.” He said he knew that
about 150 of his congregation would not he pleased with his
remarks, but that he was there to preach the truth.

I thought this jtem might interest many of our brethren,
to know that their efforts in serving the trath is not in vain.
Let us continue to send out thc lxnht and not become weary
in_well doing, for there is “great recompense of reward.”

I see on the back cover of THE DAWN, a new hook
highly recommended hy The Dawn Pul)hshexs called “God

and  Reason.” order to cover cost of
live copies.

I am looking forward to the October annual convention in
Pittshurgh, Pa., where 1 hope to see some of you brethren
face to face and tell you of God's unfailing grace to me.
Foaving known so many of you for years, I feel as though
the “windows of heaven are opened” when we get together
at these wonderful conventions.

A Request from Brother W. J. Davis, Mass.

Dear Brethren in Christ: Would it he too much to ask
vou for a little space in your valuable Magazine, to express
my thanks to the Associated Dible Students assembled at
Brooklyn, Septemper 1-3. for the greetings that were sent
to me from the many friends who attended?

1 was more favored than Mohammed. He had to go o
the mountain, hecause the mountain would not come to birw.
1 was unable to go to the Mountain of Blessing at Brooklyn,
hut the mountain came to me. So this letter will express my
thanks to all for their 'loving remembrance of me, i

Please find moncy

“How little 1t costs, if we give it a thought,
To make some heart happy cach day,
Some kind word or a pleasant smile.
As we go on our daily way.
Perchance a look will suffice to cheer
The cloud from a neighhor's face,
And the press of a hand in sympathy
A sorrowful tear efface.”



“Thy word 5 a lamyp
unin my feet, anud a ©

light wuin my path” @
Ps. 119: 105 @




