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PRESENT TRUTH PUBLICATION S

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURE S

Re-Publication Set Complete—$5

These Studies are Recommended to Students as
Veritable Bible Keys

Series 1 . "The Divine Plan of the Ages." Gives an outline
of the divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating 'to man 's
redemption and restitution. Black cloth binding, red edges .
imitation gold stamped . 75 cents ; blue cloth, 40 cents each:
10 or more, 30 cents ; paper bound, 25 cents, 10 or more, 1 8
cents .

Series 2 . "The Time Is at Hand." Treats of the manner
and time of the Lord's second coming. Black cloth binding,
75 cents ; blue cloth, 40 cents.

Series 3. "Thy Kingdom Come ." Considers prophecies
which mark events connected with the time of the end. the
glorification of the church, and the establishment of the
Millennial Kingdom. Also contains a chapter on the Great
Pyramid. Black cloth, 75 cents ; blue cloth, 40 cents.

Series 4. "The Battle of Armageddon ." or "The Day of
Vengeance ." Shows that the dissolution of the present order
of things is in progress, and that all the panaceas offere d
are valueless to avert the predicted end. Black cloth bind-
ing, $1 ; blue cloth, 65 cents .

Series 5 . "The Atonement between God and Man ." Treat s
an all-important subject—the hub, the center around which
all the features of divine grace revolve. Black cloth, $1 ;
blue cloth, 65 cents .

Series 6. "The New Creation." Deals with the creative
week (Gen. 1 and 2), and with the church, God's new crea-
tion . Black cloth, $1 ; blue cloth, 65 cents .

5-CENT BOOKLETS—VEST POCKET SIZ E
God's Plan—A brief outline of the Divine Plan of the Ages ,

showing its three worlds . five ages, various planes of being ,
etc . Illustrated by four progressive charts .

Hope Beyond the Grave—Discusses the subjects of life ,
death and the hereafter. and the related topics of hell. heav-
en, paradise, spiritualism, the soul, etc. A big little book.

God and Reason—Treats the prophecies relating to our
times and shows that the outcome of present world trouble s
will be glorious .

Christ Has Returned—Discusses prophecies relative to th e
time and manner of Christ's return and the establishment o f
the Messianic Kingdom .

The Truth About Hell—Examines practically every text in
the Bible containing the word hell, including the parables
and dark sayings of our Lord which have been used to prov e
the theory of eternal torture for the wicked.

1-CENT BOOKLETS—VEST POCKET SIZ E

Good News—A timely message of hope in this period of
the world's travail.

God's Restitution Project—Discusses a subject so impor-
tant that it was spoken by the "mouth of all His holy proph-
ets since the world began . "

God's Remedy for a World Gone Mad—Shows the im-
potency of man-made remedies for human ills, and the
sureness of God ' s provision for lasting happiness.

The Judgment Day—A lucid treatise of this much mis-
understood subject, revealing a glorious hope for fallen
humanity .

Armageddon—A brief examination of the prophecies which
deal with the closing scenes of the great "time of trouble "
with which this age is ending .

The Father, The Son, The Holy Spirit—Discusses Scrip-
tures dealing with the questions, Who is God? Who i s
Jesus? and what is the Holy Spirit ?

NOTE:—The above 5-cent and 1-cent booklets are designed
specially for the busy reader, and are effective for use in
witness work . Those interested will eventually want The
Divine Plan of the Ages, and other volumes of Studies in
the Scriptures .

FIRST VOLUME QUESTION BOO K

Berean Questions on The Divine Plan of the Ages—Many
have found these questions helpful in testing their compre-
hension of The Divine Plan . The page size is the same, as
the Volumes of Scripture Studies . Paper-hound, 10 cents .

DAILY HEAVENLY MANN A

AScripture text and appropriate comment for each day i n
the year with ruled page opposite each text for birthda y
records of friends. This is a reprint of the original book by
this name. Regular cloth binding, 50 cents each; deluxe
binding, gold edges, $1 .

HYMNS OF DAW N

A reprint of the original "Hymns of Millennial Dawn. "
Without music, 15 cents each ; 10 or more to one address, 12
cents each ; 50 or more to one address, 10 cents each.

TABERNACLE SHADOWS
A reprint of the original booklet by this name. Questions

bound in back . 25 cents each . Lots of 10 or more to one
:address . 18 cents each.

EVOLUTIONISTS AT THE CROSSROAD S
A scientific refutation of the theory of human evolution ,

and a defense of the Scriptural account of creation and fal l
of man. showing his recovery through ransom and restitu-
tion . 25 cents each ; 7 copies, $1 .

ZIONISM IN PROPHEC Y
The remaining stock of this splendid pre-war treatise o f

the Jewish question will be sold at 10 cents each, in any
quantity .

FREE LITERATUR E

There is available a considerable variety of Kingdo m
Cards . Radio Announcements, Consolation Cards, etc., Thes e
are supplied free in any quantity desired . Send for samples ,
or order a supply . The combined tract and radio announce-
ments are proving to be effective .

DISCOUNTS TO CLASSES

All prices shown on this page are subject to a ten per
cent . discount when literature is ordered in quantity lots by
class secretaries or stock keepers . We will be glad to open
accounts with regular classes, sending literature on con-
signment . to be paid for each month as sold. Let us know
if such an arrangement will be more convenient to your
needs . Special rates to colporteurs .
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believes the future security of the Catholic Churc h
is to be found in the democracies .
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DO YOU KNOW?—A series of timely questions .
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
Children of the Day—A discussion of the privileges
and responsibilities of those who have been enlight-
ened by the truth in these last days .
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The Work of Grace—A Reprint article discussing the
words of Paul as recorded in 2 Corinthians 5 :14 .
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REVERENC E
IN THE HOUSE OF GOD

Proper reverence for God is
one of the essentials of Christian
character which should be blended
with our freedom in Christ. Thi s
article will discuss the subject of
reverence in general, and particu-
larly the blessings which accrue
from observing a proper spirit of
reverence when we meet together
in the Lord's name .

PERFECT PEACE
A contributed article based on

the text, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on Thee."—Isaiah 26 :3 .

THE PRINCE OF PEACE
A dialog discussion of the proph-

ecy of Jesus' birth and the in -
crease of His Kingdom, as re-
corded in Isaiah 9 :6, 7 .

THE BOOK OF LIFE
A Reprint article discussing a

wonderful promise to the churc h
recorded in Revelation 3 :5 .

ENTERING INTO REST
Another article in the serie s

dealing with the lessons afforded to
Christians in Israel 's wilderness
wanderings .

BIRTHDAY CARD S
A new assortment of twelve

lovely cards—all different—for 60
cents . Each card has an appropri-
ate Scripture text. Envelopes in
which to mail the cards are in-
cluded .
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The Vatican daces the Dictators "

[W S

THE above caption headed an article whic h
appeared in the New York Times Magazine ,
dated October 4, 1942 . The article was written
by Camille M. Cianfarra, who for seven year s
has been the Vatican Correspondent of the New
York Times . A summation of the thoughts pre-
sented in the article was well stated in the sub -
heading which reads, "Hitler and Mussolini have
flouted the Pope . But the Pontiff finds satisfac-
tion in a community of interests with the dem-
osratic powers ." Mr. Cianfarra 's report of the
Vatican outlook in the face of changing worl d
conditions should be a valuable contribution o f
opinion to all who are watching Papal affair s
from the standpoint of fufilling prophecy .

Papacy 's position in relationship to the pres-
ent global war is precarious no matter how w e
may view it . Papal ideology, stripped of lengthy
and confusing explanations, is essentially totali-
tarian, which means, simply, total rule . It has
to be, because, while Protestantism doesn 't ac-
cept it, Papacy professes to be God's Kingdom on
earth, and the Scriptures everywhere show tha t
-he foretold divine rulership over men is to be a
total one in which every knee must bow and
every tongue must confess allegiance. The Vati-
can realizes, however, that two opposing tota l
rulerships cannot coexist and operate in the same
countries, hence if Nazi totalitarianism is vic-
torious in Europe no place will be found fo r
Papacy .

This is the reason why, as Mr . Cianfarra points
out, that "the Pontiff finds satisfaction in a com-
munity of interests with the democratic powers ."
Democratic ideology is not that of total rule . It
makes no attempt, for instance, to control th e
religious activities of a nation, but grants freedo m
for all to worship God according to the dictates
of their own conscience. This is an ideal ar-
rangement under human rulership, and it offer s
Papacy, as well as all other religions, their bes t
remaining opportunity to exist . From the Papal
standpoint, however, it is only a second-best ar-
rangement, for originally the Holy See, through
control of civil governments, was the total ruler
of Europe, and only at the cost of much blood -

shed a'nd other untold hardships was Protestant -
ism able to throw off this yoke of religious an d
civil bondage .

As a result of the Reformation, Papacy has
been forced to gradually change its, policy so
far as civil governments are concerned, so b y
now it is doubtless true that democracy offer s
the most fruitful field for its continued activities .
Mr. Cianfarra points out in his article that whil e
the Vatican had hoped better things of the dic-
tators, especially of Mussolini, yet one experi-
ence after another has finally disillusioned th e
Pope, so that now he is basing his hope for th e
survival of the church in the victory of the Unite d
Nations and the world-wide establishment of th e
democratic principle in government .

One of the specially interesting observation s
in Mr. Cianfarra 's article is concerning the
Pope 's viewpoint as to the relative dangers t o
the church of nazism and communism . Strange
as it may seem this report indicates that the
Vatican would rather see a Russian victory in
the war, with. the possibility that bolshevism
would overrun Europe as a result, than to se e
the Nazis win, even though bolshevism migh t
thereby be stamped out . On this point we quot e
from the article as follows :

"Before the writer was compelled to leave Italy h e
talked with high Vatican officials and members of
the diplomatic corps who are received by the Pop e
in private audience. All of them agreed in sayin g
that the Vatican considers the spread of communis m
in Europe as a consequence of a Russian victory t o
r.e less of a danger than the spread of the paga n
doctrine of the Nazis . This may seem paradoxica l
in view of the fact that atheist bolshevism is ad-
mittedly the arch foe of the Church . Yet the Vati-
can. being a conservative force, feels that its help
will be invaluable to the Anglo-American power s
in the period of post-war reconstruction . It be-
lieves, therefore, that the United States' and Britain .
will find it to their advantage to foster collaboratio n
with the Church, regardless of Russia 's attitude .

"From the religious point of view, nazism is feare d
by the Church more than communism because, as
a high Vatican prelate told the writer, though com-
munism `has forcibly eliminated God,' man canno t
live without believing in a superior being . On the
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other hand, nazism has replaced God with a pagan
theory which, while it does not meet man's spiritual
needs, yet gives them something to look up to .

"According to this prelate, the Church after th e
war will find it more difficult to `eradicate the fals e
neo-pagan theory of the Nazis from the conscious-
ness of the masses than to instil in the soul of th e
atheist a belief in God, for this belief will answer
a natural, craving of man's soul, while the neo-paga n
masses may not feel this craving so strongly .' "

From the standpoint of realism neither a Rus-
sian or Axis victory would put Papacy in a
specially favorable position in Europe, and ap-
parently this is recognized by the Vatican . Seem-
ingly the best they can look forward to is what -
ever success they may acquire in evangelizing
the masses who will have turned either to neo-
paganism or to out-and-out atheism . Even this
hope would prove to be a vain one in the even t
that the post-war lords of Europe—be they pagan s
or atheists—should rule against evangelistic ef-
forts by the church .

Is it any wonder then that the Vatican is look-
ing in the direction of Great Britain and th e
United States for a haven of refuge, with th e
hope that through collaboration with ;these demo -
cfatic powers the Church may yet be able to
survive? The fact that President Roosevelt con-
siders it advisable to send a personal envoy t o
the Vatican on occasions indicates the possibilit y
that some sort of collaboration with Papacy ma y
be , in . the offing; although among Protestan t
groups considerable opposition has been voiced .
against the President ' s . policy toward the Roman .
Church. That the Vatican doesn't expect muc h
consideration from the Axis powers is furthe r
emphasized in Mr . Cianfarra 's article by his re -
port of the situation in which the Pope now hinds ,
himself. We quote :

"Today Fascists regard the Vatican as an enemy ,
and the position of the Pope personally is not a
happy one . He is physically powerless, because h e
has no temporal army with which to fight the foes
of the Church, and must therefore rely on diplomac y
and time to weather the storm .

"Meanwhile the Fascists have placed the Vatica n
under strict surveillance . They have posted police -
men at its gates who report on visitors to the Hol y
See. Secret agents, according to some Vatican quar-
ters, are also inside the grounds . They watch the
movements of prelates, listen in on telephone con-
versations and report to their headquarters on Italia n
territory all persons suspected of what they con-
sider anti-fascist activity . "

Thus we have this one man 's view of what
the Pope fears from the hands of the dictator s
of Europe . Over against this is the apparently
Axis-inspired propaganda which conveys th e
idea that the Nazis and Fascists are waging what
amounts to a "holy war" against bolshevist Rus-
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sia and that the defeat of this arch-enemy o f
religion will do much to save the cause of Chris-
tianity throughout the world . All this leads to
confusion in the public mind, and with the con-
fusion comes discouragement and fear as th e
people look into the `future and try to imagin e
what it holds for them .

The only true antidote for this fear is a knowl-
edge of the sure Word of divine prophecy, and
the vision of the future therein disclosed regard-
ing God 's new world-order in which pure religion
will become triumphant and universal . Fortified
with this knowledge we need have no fear tha t
either atheism or paganism will for long supplan t
the true worship of God in Europe or, in any
other part of the earth . More than that, th e
divine plan reveals that in the new world ther e
will be a better understanding of the Creator ,
and a more devoted and universal worship o f
Him than is now represented in either the Catho-
lic or Protestant denominations . We are told.
that then it will not even be necessary for one
to say to his neighbor, "Know the Lord: for
they shall all know Me, from the least of them
even unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord . "
—Jeremiah 31 :34 .

This worship and service of the true God an d
the blessings to accrue therefrom are symboli-
cally described in Revelation 21 : 2-5, as follows :
"And I John saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem ,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepare d
as a bride adorned for her husband . And I hear d
a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His people, and Go d
Himself shall be with them, and be their God. .
And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neithe r
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed
away. And He that sat upon the throne said ,
Behold, I make all things new. And He said
unto me, Write : for these words are true and
faithful . "

The making of all things "new" implies the
passing away of the old, and the promise of th e
"Holy City" which is called the "new" Jerusa-
lem is very significant in the light of what we
now see is about to pass away with the deat h
of the old order . Turning back to chapters 16 ,
17 and 18 of Revelation, we find a "city" por-
trayed which, from the description given of it ,
is far from "holy . " This particular city is per-
sonified by a harlot of whom it is said that sh e
committed fornication with the kings of the earth .
This, of course, is spiritual fornication, and, un-
doubtedly, relates to the unauthorized unio n
of church and state which was practiced in Eu-
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rope for centuries . One of the Scriptural state-
ments which helps to identify this unchast e
"woman" is . that of Revelation 18 :24, which
reads, "And in her was found the blood of proph-
ets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upo n
the earth . " The evils of persecution, etc ., re-
sulting from the union of church and state wer e
recognized by the founding fathers of America ,
hence the Constitution bars the setting up of
any such arrangement in this country, for which
we should all be truly thankful.

The Revelator vividly portrays the destructiv e
"plagues" that come upon the unholy city of
symbolic Babylon, and relates the mourning of
the people to whose advantage it would be fo r
her to remain in power. But irrespective of
how the details may work out, and how lon g
a time it requires for her overthrow, the Reve-
lator leaves no doubt of the fact that Babylon
is doomed. Following the overthrow of thi s
unholy city there comes also the destruction o f
the "beast" and the "false prophet, " but the
"Lamb" is triumphant over all the enemies of
righteousness .

Then comes the "marriage of the Lamb ." And
who is the "bride"? Revelation 21:9, 10, answers ,
"And there came unto me one of the seven an -
gels which had the seven vials full of the seve n
last plagues, and talked with me saying, Com e
hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's
wife . And he carried me away in the spirit to a
great and high mountain, and shewed me tha t
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending ou t
of heaven from God." Yes, the new Jerusalem is
the bride, and from this we see why she is sai d
to be a "holy" city, for unlike symbolic Babylon ,
she does not commit fornication with the king s
of the earth, but awaits the coming of her bride-
groom, and, in God 's due time, is united in mar-
riage with Him, who is the "Lamb."

"New" indeed will be this Holy City . That
unholy city which ruled the people with a high
and persecuting hand for centuries will have
been fully destroyed by the time the reign o f
Christ and the church shall have been fully es-
tablished . And with the full setting up of thi s
new government in the earth all the other "new "
things will follow in due course . Love will be-
come the new motivating power in the lives of
the people, replacing selfishness, which ha s
blighted the happiness of humanity from Th e
beginning .

God ' s "tabernacle" will then be with men ,
replacing the conflicting institutions of worshi p
which have represented the best that fallen men
could produce . Divine instruction will go ou t
to the people from Christ and the church, and

The Daw n

it will be a "pure language"—not confusing and
contradictory . By means of it the way will b e
made plain, so plain that the wayfaring men ,
though fools need not err therein . (Isa. 35:8 ;
Zeph. 3: 9 .) As a result of this the people wil l
"call upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him
with one consent." Thus, not only will God
dwell with the people, but they will accept Hi m
and serve Him. Isaiah tells us that the people will
then say, "Lo, this is our God ; we have waited
for Him : . . . we will be glad and rejoice i n
His sa i vation, "—Isa . 25 : 9 .

And what happifying blessings will come t o
the people as a result of their learning to know
the true God and devoting themselves to Him .
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes," is one of the , heart-cheering promise s
pertaining to that time. Tears are symbolic of
sorrow. Wiping away tears, therefore, is just
another way of saying that all cause for sorrow
will, then be removed. Think-, what that will
mean! Scan through a dictionary and note al l
the words that are directly or indirectly associ-
ated with the evils of the world which have pro-
duced sorrow, and you'll get some idea of the
scope of God's promise to wipe away tears from
off all faces .

"And there shall be no more death." Who
among men have ever assumed to advocate a n
ideology for world economy that includes on its
agenda of blessings the destruction of death ?
Ambitious statesmen may, yea they have, prom-
ised many wonderful things, but never this . But
God has promised it as the boon preeminent tha t
will come to mankind when the loving rul .ership
of the Holy City finally supplants the selfish
despotism of that woman Babylon who has made
all nations drunk with the wine of her forni-
cation .

No more death, means no more causes fo r
death, hence we are told that "neither shall there
be any more pain, for the former things ar e
passed away . " Yes, thank God, all the forme r
things of a world order that has been charac-
terized by war, pain and death, and in which
selfishness has caused "man's inhumanity to man "
to "make countless thousands mourn," will pas s
away. With such a prospect to encourage us ,
we will not be too concerned over the fate o f
what man has conceived to be Christianity, but
will look forward with rejoicing to the triumphs
of the divine arrangements, knowing that soon
all will hail Jesus as "KING OF KINGS, AN D
LORD OF LORDS . "—Rev . 16:16 .
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GOOD . NEWS FROM THE BIBLE '
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Sunday, November 1
CHRIST ' S SECOND PRESENCE—The return of Christ is the
hope of the world . How does He come? How long will
He stay? These are some of the questions answered in
this program . "Christ Has Returned" booklet offered .

Sunday, November 8
JEHOVAH ' S LIGHTNINGS—The Bible says that Jehovah's
lightnings will enlighten the earth . What does this mean ?
How are the people affected? "God and Reason " announced .

Sunday, November 15 ,
IMMORTAL WORMS—Jesus speaks of hell and in th e
same connection 'says, "their worm dieth not . " What does
He mean? This program answers . "Hell " booklet an-
nounced .

Sunday, November 2 2
ROMANCE OF CHRIST'S KINGDOM—Adam and Eve
were the first lovers . They lost their home and lost life,
but, with their family, will be restored by Christ ' s King -
dom . This program discusses the details . "God and Reason"
booklet announced.

Sunday, November 2 9
PARADISE AND THE THIEF—How and when will the
thief be in paradise with Jesus? is the main question dis-
cussed 17 Frank and Ernest in this program . "Hope Be-
yond the Grave " booklet offered .

Sunday, December 6
GOD'S NEW ORDER--A discussion of a much-talked-about
subject, and the Bible alone furnishes the only hopeful
outlook . "The New World" booklet offered .

(SUNDAYS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED )

EASTERN TIME

Akron, Ohio, WADC, 1350 kc.,
Albany, N. Y ., WABY, 1400 kc .,
Baltimore, Md., WFBR, 1300 kc . ,
Bangor, Maine, WABI, 910 kc . ,
Binghamton, N . Y., WNBF, 1290 kc . ,
Boston, Mass., . WORL, 950 kc . ,
Cincinnati, Ohio, WCPO, 1230 ` kc .,
Columbus, Ohio, WHKC, 640 kc .,
Dayton, Ohio, WHIO, 1290 kc . ,
Detroit—Windsor, CKLW, 800 kc .,
Grand Rapids, Mich., WLAV, 1340 kc. ,
High Point, N. C., WMFR, 1230 kc . ,
Jacksonville, Florida, WJHP, 1230 kc . ,
Lewiston, Maine, WCOU, 1240 kc . ,
\/Ti skegon, Mich, WKBZ, 1500 kc . ,
New York, N. Y., WMCA, 570 kc. ,
Orlando, Florida, WLOF, 1230 kc.,
Philadelphia, Pa ., WIP, 610 kc . ,
Pittsburgh, Pa ., WWSW, 1490 kc . ,
Pittsburgh, Pa., W-47-P (Freq . Mod .) ,
Saginaw, Mich., WSAM. 1230 kc .,
Springfield . Mass., WSPR, 1270 kc . ,
Toronto, Ontario, Can ., CKCL, 580 kc. ,
Washington . D . C . . WOL . 1260 kc . ;

CENTRAL TIME.

Chicago, Illinois, WJJD, 1160 kc „
Clinton, Iowa, KROS, 1340 kc .,
Dallas, Texas, KSKY, 660 kc .,
Indianapolis, Indiana, WIBC, 1070 kc . ,
Knoxville, Tenn ., WROL, 620 kc .,
Louisville, Ky ., WGRC, . 1370 kc . ,
Medford, Wisconsin, WIGM, 1500 kc ., .

(Wednesdays instead of Sundays )
Memphis, Tenn ., WHBQ, 1400 kc . ,
Minneapolis, Minn ., WTCN, 1280 kc.,
San Antonio, Tex ., KMAC, 1240 kc . ,
St. Louis, Missouri, KXOK, 630 kc . ,
Shenandoah, Iowa, KMA, 960 kc .,
Wichita, Kans ., KFBI, 1070 kc.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can., CJRC . 630 kc.,

MOUNTAIN TIME

9 :15 A . M.

Denver, Colo ., KFEL, 950 kc. ,
Edmonton, Alberta, Can., CFRN, 1260 kc. ,
Kalispell; Montana, KGEZ, 1460 kc.,

9:15 A .M.
9 :00 A. M .
4 :45 P. M.

9 :30 A . M. Nampa, Idaho, KFXD, 1230 kc ., 4 :00 P. M.
9 :15 A . M. Phoenix, Ariz., KOY, 550 kc ., 9 :15 A. M .
9 :30 A . M. Saskatoon, Sask ., Canada, CFQC, 600 kc., 10 :45 A. M .

10 :00 A . M . Scottsbluff, Nebr ., KGKY, 1490 kc ., 10 :30 A . M .
10 :30 A . M. PACIFIC TIME
10 :15 A . M.

9 :30 A . M. Bakersfield, Calif ., KERN, 1410 kc., 10 :00 A . M .
12 :30 P .M . Berkeley, Calif ., KRE, 1400 kc ., 9:05 A . M .
1 :00 P . M . Fresno, Calif., KMJ, 580 kc ., 10 :00 A. M .
12 :30 P . M . Los Angeles, Calif ., KMPC, 710 kc ., 1 :30 P . M .
9 :45 A. M . Riverside, Calif ., KPRO, 1440 kc., 10 :00 A. M .

10 :00 A. M . Reno, Nev ., KOH, 630 kc., 10 :00 A. M .
10 :00 A. M . Sacramento, Calif ., KFBK, 1530 kc ., 10 :00 A. M .

4 :30 P. M . Santa Barbara, Calif ., KTMS, 1250 kc ., . 10 :00 A. M .
9 :30 A . M. San Francisco, Calif ., KSFO, 560 kc., 10 :00 A . M.

10 :00 A. M . Seattle, Wash ., KJR, 1000 kc ., 8 :45 A . M .
Spokane, Wash., KGA, 1510 kc ., 4:00 P. !if9 :30 A. M . The Dalles, Oregon, KODL, 1230 kc .,

.
9 :15 A. M.9 :45 A. M. Vancouver, B . C ., Canada, CKWX, 980 kc ., 9 :40 A. M .9 :45 A . M . Vancouver, Wash ., KVAN, 910 kc., 9 :15 A . M.6 :05 P . M. Wenatchee, Wash ., KPQ, 560 kc ., 10 :30 A . M .

10 :00 A . M.
9 :30 A . M. ATLANTIC TIME
9 :30 A . M. St. Johns, Newfoundland, VOCM, 5:00 P . M .

Sydney, Nova Scotia, Can ., CJCB, 1270 kc., 9:45 A . M .
Sydney, N. S ., CJCX (Short Wave) . 9:45 A . M .

9 :30 A . M. POLISH RADIO PROGRAMS
10 :15 A . M. Baltimore, Md ., WCBM, 214 1/2 kc ., 8 :45 A . M .

9 :30 A . M. Chicago, Ill ., WGES, 1390 kc ., 8 :45 A . M.
9:30 A . M . Chicago, Ill ., WGES, 1390 kc . . (Wednesdays) 6 :45 P.M.

10 :15 A . M . Detroit, Mich., WJBK, 1490 kc ., 8 :30 A . M.
8 :45 A . M . Jersey City, N . J ., WHOM, 1480 kc ., 4 :30 P . M .
9 :45 A . M . Muskegon, Mich ., WKBZ, 1500 kc ., 10 :45 A . M .

Niagara Falls, N . Y ., WHLD, 1290 kc., 8 :45 A . M .
9 :15 A . M . Racine, Wis., WRJN, 1400 kc ., 2 :30 P . M .

Springfield, Mass., WSPR, 1140 kc ., 8 :30 A . M .9 :15 A . M .
8 :45 A . M LITHUANIAN RADIO PROGRAM

10 :00 A . M . Detroit, Mich ., WJBK, 1490 kc ., 8 :45 A M .9:00 A . M .
9 :00 A.51 .

10 :30 A. M . Note :

	

KGKY of Scottsbluff, Nebr ., is new on the list .



D O
MATTERS OF INTEREST AND IM-
PORTANCE TO ALL THINKING PEO-
PLE, ESPECIALLY TO CHRISTIANS
DO YOU KNOW that the Lord mor e
than two thousand years ago gave ,
through the Prophet Daniel, a clear
description of the times in which we
are now living?
DO YOU KNOW that the Bible, in re-
ferring to this present time as "the time
of the end," does not signify the de-
struction of the earth, but the end o f
the present dispensation, after which a
new age will be introduced—the Mil-
lennium? "The earth abideth forever . "
—Eccl . 1 :4.
DO YOU KNOW or have you speciall y
noticed, the several propositions in Dan-
iel's prophecy concerning "the time of
the end"? They read thus :—In the time
of the end (1) many shall run to and
fro; (2) and knowledge shall be in-
creased ; (3) and the wise [virgins] shall
understand ; (4) but none of the wicked
shall understand . (5) And at that time
Michael [Christ] shall stand up [begin
His reign] ; (6) and there shall be a
time of trouble, such as never was sinc e
there was a nation .—Daniel 12 :9, 4, 10, 1.
DO YOU KNOW that according to the
Scriptures "the time of the end" above
mentioned began in A . D. 1799 ?
DO YOU KNOW that the most rapid
means of communication in 1799, th e
beginning of "the time of the end, " was
on horseback, while now telephones ,
telegraphs, wireless, airplanes, etc . ,
unite cities, nations and continents ?
DO YOU KNOW that the first effective
steamboat was built A. D. 1806? and
that the first effective locomotive, the
Ironsides, was built A. D . 1831 ?
DO YOU KNOW that Sir Isaac Newton ,
the great Christian philosopher, wh o
died A. D. 1727, studying this very
prophecy said, on the strength of it, " I
should not wonder if some day men wil l
travel at the rate of fifty . miles an
hour" ?
DO YOU KNOW that Voltaire, the great
infidel philosopher, who died A . D. 1778,
when much more was known of the
power of steam, despising this prophecy
of God 's Word, declared that it had
made a fool of Sir Isaac Newton when
it led him to make the above statement?
DO YOU KNOW that the predicted "run-
ning to and fro" is being fulfilled by
yourself and others as you travel every -
where by steamboats, steam and elec-
tric cars, autos, airplanes, etc . ?
DO YOU KNOW that less than four
centuries ago illiteracy was so general
that the English Parliament passed a
law providing for those of its member s
who were unable to read ; while now
ability to read and write is general ,
even amongst the poorest classes ?
DO YOU KNOW that free schools wer e
started as Sunday Schools in 1784, and
hence that knowledge began to increase
greatly with " the time of the end, " 1799 ?
DO YOU KNOW that not a single on e
of the now many large Bible Societie s
or Tract Societies. was started until 1804,
because only then was there much use
for reading matter for the masses?

DO YOU KNOW that the present social
order is not thoroughly satisfactory to
any good men—rich or poor—althoug h
no human instrumentality is able t o
arrange for and introduce a better one ?
DO KOU KNOW that Christ will intro-
duce a better, a perfect, social arrange-
ment during ' the Millennium ; and tha t
He taught us to expect, watch for, an d
pray for that Kingdom; saying, "Pray
ye,—Thy Kingdom come, Thy will b e
done on earth as it is done in heaven" ?
If you have sincerely joined in that
prayer, you will rejoice in the evidence s
that its fulfilment is at hand .
DO YOU KNOW that the blessings of
the Millennial age are the theme of
"all the holy prophets " ?
DO YOU KNOW that the Millennial age
was specially preached about by the
Apostles as "The Day of Christ, " "The
Kingdom of God," etc:?—and that it
was the earnest faith of the early
Church?—Phil . 1 :6 ; Mark 1 :14 .
DO YOU KNOW of the Apostle Peter's
reference to it, in Acts ` 3 :19, 21, where h e
calls it "the times of restitution of all
things which God hath spoken by th e
mouth of all the holy prophets" ?
DO YOU KNOW that St . Peter there
declares that these times of blessin g
will not precede, but will follow, the
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus ?
DO YOU KNOW that the driving of th e
Jews out of all nations and the reset-
tlement of many of them in Palestine ,
now in progress, is another sign . of the
close of the Gospel age and the dawn of
the Millennium?—Jer . 16 :15 ; Rom. 11 :
25-32 .
DO YOU KNOW that the object of the
Second Coming of Christ, as well as its .
manner, is generally misunderstood? —
that His coming, according to the Scrip-
tures, means the blessing of all th e
families of the earth?—Psa . 96 :10-13.
DO YOU KNOW that the Church which
God is electing or selecting durng this .
Gospel age is promised a spiritual or
heavenly reward?—to be "made par-
takers of the divine nature" (2 Pet. 1 :4) ,
and to share with Christ the work o f
blessing the world during the Millen-
nium, but that the Lord's provision fo r
those who accept His grace during th e
Millennial age is a restitution or resto-
ration of the perfections of human na-
ture (lost by sin), in Paradise restored —
the new earth?—Acts 3 :19-21 ; Rev . 21 :1-4 .
DO YOU KNOW that the Day of Judg-
ment will be a thousand-year-day, and
not a twenty-four-hour-day?—and that
the word judgment implies, not merely
a sentence, but also a trial?—2 Pet. 3 :7, 8.
DO YOU KNOW that during the
world's great day of trial or judgmen t
(the Millennium) the Church now being
selected from among men will be, with
Christ, the Judges of the world? (1 Cor .
6 :2)—that to prepare them for that ser-
vice they themselves are now severely
tried in all points, that they may b e
able to sympathize with those whom
they will then judge?—and that the y
shall be kings and priests of God and,
as Abraham's seed, bless all the familie s
of the earth?—Rev. 20:4; Gal. 3 :16, 29;
Gen . 22 :18 .

DO YOU KNOW that all the member s
of the Church are now only probation-
ary members, waiting and striving and
hoping for full membership in the
Church triumphant at the first resur-
rection?—Rev . 20 :4.
DO YOU KNOW that the large majori-
ty of humanity have never had any trial ,
because they died in total ignorance o f
the only name given whereby they can
be saved?--Acts 4 :10-12 .
DO YOU KNOW that the Apostle Paul
declares that there is one mediator be-
tween' God and men, the man Christ Je-
sus who gave Himself a ransom for al l
[men], to be testified [to all men] in
due time " ?—1 Tim. 2:6.
DO YOU KNOW that while to many of
us the "due time" to learn of thi s
grace of God is during the present life ,
yet to the vast majority this "due time"
must be in a future life ; because les s
than one-third of the human family
have ever heard of, so that they could
believe on, the only name "under heav-
en given among men, whereby we ma y
be saved "?-Acts 4 :12 .
DO YOU KNOW that the Millennial age
is for the very purpose of causing the
knowledge of the Lord to fill the whole
earth as the waters cover the sea, and
to open the eyes of men's understand-
ing and to unstop their ears that they
may hear God's message of mercy, an d
see "the true light which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world"?—Isa .
11 :9; 35 :5 ; John 1 :9.
DO YOU KNOW that some living in
civilized lands have never had a full
knowledge of the Gospel with a full op-
portunity to show whether they woul d
choose righteousness or sin; because
they have had comparatively little
knowledge of righteousness, by eithe r
experience or observation, and grea t
experience only with sin, within and
without.
DO YOU KNOW that our Lord Jesu s
provided' the great price for all; to se -
cure for all a full opportunity to gain
everlasting life by faith and obedience ?
-1 Tim . 2 :6 ; Acts 3 :22, 23 .
DO YOU KNOW that Christ "is the'
propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins,
and not for ours [the Church's sins] on-
ly, but also for the sins of the whole
world "?—1 John 2 :2 .
DO YOU KNOW that "in that day"
I now come] there will be wise virgin s
as well as foolish virgins (Matt . 25:1 ,
virgins signifies pure), but that only th e
wise [the obedient] shall understand ?
DO YOU KNOW that the Apostle tells
us that although the "day of the Lord "
shall come as a thief and a snare upon
the whole world, yet the brethren of
Christ will not be in darkness?—1 Thess .
5 :4 . Note also our Lord's words in
Luke 21 :34, 35.
DO YOU KNOW that, in the midst o f
all the confusing voices of this "evil
day," , the Lord's sheep will hear th e
voice of the Good Shepherd, and, fol-
lowing Him, will not be left in the
outer darkness of doubt and unbelief ,
but will be guided into all the Truth
now due to the household of faith?
Such was His promise ; and such should
be the expectation of His people, es -
pecially now, when "the whole armor
of God,"-the ' full understanding and
clear appreciation of the Divine Plan—
is needed as never before .



Children of the Day
"Ye are all the children of light, and th e
children of the day : we are not of the night ,

nor of darkness . Therefore let us not sleep ,
as do others ; but let us watch and be so-

ber ."=l Thess. 5 :5, 6 .
THESE apostolic words of admonition are give n

in connection with Paul's prophecy pertaining to
events due to transpire at the end of the age —
the period which he designates as "the day o f
the Lord . " He explains (1 Thess. 5: 1, 2) that
during this day of the Lord the "brethren " would
not be in darkness. The reason is that they are
`.children of the light." The children of dark -
ness are those who are unenlightened by th e
gospel of Jesus Christ, and who are therefore
still under the blinding and darkening influence
of the god of this world . Concerning these Paul
writes, "The god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the ligh t
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image
of God, should shine unto them." (2 Cor. 4:4 . )
The children of the light, on the other hand, ar e
those not blinded by the adversary . Concerning
these the apostle says, "For God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hat h
shined in our hearts, to give the light of th e
knowledge of the glory of God in the face o f
Jesus Christ ."-2 Cor . 4 : 6 .

It has been important for the "brethren "
throughout the entire age' to be awake and aler t
with respect to their relationship to God. In
this sense of the word the entire church class
has been watchful, taking careful notice , of all
the directions which the Lord has given respect -
ing what would be acceptable service to Him .
Now that we are living in the "day of the Lord "
it is even more important that we watch our -
selves, striving to walk as nearly as possible in
the footsteps of the Great High Priest.

We are not only to watch but we are also to
be "sober." Spiritual intoxication is a very un-
healthy condition in the Christian life . We need
to be on the alert that we do not become intoxi-
cated with the spirit of the world, love of pleas-
ure, the love of money, and especially the love o f
self. If we are truly awake to our privilege s
as Christians, and to the times in which we are
living, we should realize how very unwise it is

to permit earthly pleasures and advantages o f
any kind to stand in our way of full obedience
to the divine will . It is certainly true now in a
fuller sense than ever before tha t

"The world and her pursuits will perish ;
Her beauty's fading like a flower . "

Hymns of Dawn, No . 4
Now that we are actually living in the da y

of the Lord—the day of the Master 's second pres -
ence—and are already witnessing the rapid pass-
ing away of the present evil world, our affections
should be more than ever set upon the things
of God which pertain to the New World—th e
"New heavens and new earth, wherein dwellet h
righteousness . ' ." (2 Pet. 3:13 .) If we are living
fully up to our privileges as children of the day,
we will be ordering our lives as though we were
actually living in the time when the Sun of Right -
eousness shall have scattered all the mists o f
Satanic darkness and the laws of the new King-
dorn are , fully in operation . Admonishing us
along this line, Paul says that we should walk ,
"as in the day . "—Romans 13 : 13 .

To be sober, in keeping with Paul 's admonition
in our text, means to have "the spirit of a sound
mind. (2 Tim. 1: 7 .) . This, in turn, means t o
be guided by God 's Spirit ' as that Spirit reveals
the divine will through the written Word. To
be guided and controlled by the Spirit of God ,
means that we will be meek and gentle, and tha t
we will have love for God, for our fellows and
for all men, and even for our enemies . If we are
truly watchful and sober we will have an earnes t
appreciation of present opportunities and privi-
leges in ,connection with the Lord 's service—w e
will not be thoughtlessly negligent, letting op-
portunities and privileges slip through our hands
afterward to be regretted.

PROVOKING ONE ANOTHER TO 'LOVE

Proper watchfulness on the part of the con-
secrated also involves : being on the alert to serv e
the brethren, by encouraging ' them to greater
faithfulness and steadfastness; provoking them,
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as the apostle says, "unto love and to good works ."
(Heb. 10 : 24 .) Watchfulness along this particula r
line is especially appropriate in the day of th e
Lord as is indicated by the apostle's suggestion
that we should not forsake the assembling of our -
selves together, and "so much the more, as ye
see the day approaching . "—Heb. 10 :25 .

It is not difficult to discern why the Lord ' s
people should be specially watchful of their re-
lationship to the Lord during the time of His
second presence . While it is, indeed, the dawn-
ing of a new day chronologically, it is also spo-
ken of in the Scriptures as an "evil day . " (Eph ,
6 : 13 ; 5 : 16 .) The evils of this day, in which th e
Lord 's wrath is being manifested against the
selfish kingdoms and institutions of this world ,
are manifested in many ways . It is a time when
"strong delusions " of false doctrines are being
foisted upon the brethren on almost every han d
and great watchfulness is necessary in order no t
to become intoxicated with these doctrines, which
lead away from the pure truth of God 's Word . —
2 Thess. 2 :11 .

The greatly accelerated tempo of the world's
events has greatly increased the pressure of busi-
ness requiring an unprecedented rush and bustl e
to keep abreast of the times . This has brought
a correspondingly greater danger to the Lord ' s
people of being "choked" with the cares of thi s
life . (Matt . 13 : 22 .) While few of the consecrate d
may be in danger of intoxication from the actual
possession of riches, yet the "deceitfulness o f
riches" may become intoxicating merely through
an undue effort to acquire them .

Never before perhaps has the mere matter of
making a living been such a strenuous one. We
need now as never before the counteracting in-
fluence of the Spirit of God in our lives to offse t
the increasing pressure of the world and its cares
upon us. One of the best means of obtainin g
and retaining God 's Spirit is through association
with the Lord 's people-J.-communing one with
another and with the Lord. What blessings, in -
deed, are received when we exhort and encourag e
one another to steadfastness along the lines o f
the instructions laid down in His Word!

In Ephesians 5 : 18, 19, the apostle again explain s
the advantages of meeting together with the
Lord's people for mutual encouragement. In
this passage he contrasts the blessings thus re-
ceived, with the unrighteous condition of bein g
"drunk with wine." We might well apply this
latter expression to the same general type o f
spiritual intoxication that we have already men-
tioned. As an antidote for such a condition the
apostle says, "Be filled with the Spirit : speak-
ing to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spir-
itual songs, singing and making melody in your

The Dawn

heart to the Lord . "
PAUL AND JESUS AGREE

Paul 's exhortation in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
pertaining to the importance of watchfulness an d
sobriety on the part of the-children of the day ,
and specially at the end of the age, parallels very
closely the instructions given us by Jesus relative
to the same period of time. Jesus said, "Take
heed to yourselves, lest at any time your heart s
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness ,
and the cares of this life, and so that day come
upon you unawares . For as a snare shall it
come on all them that dwell on the face of th e
whole earth . Watch ye therefore, and pray al-
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy to es -
cape all these things that shall come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of Man . "—Luke 21:34-36 .

Among the things coming to pass during the
day of the Lord, is the destruction of the ol d
order of things, including the creeds and dogma s
of men; and also denominationalism, which i s
based upon these false precepts . The symbolic
fire of this day of the Lord not only destroy s
man-made opinions and institutions built upon
them, but reveals, as well, that which is in har-
mony with God and that which is not . Paul ' s
lesson of how a Christian should build upon th e
proper foundation, Christ Jesus, shows that in
the day of the Lord it shall be revealed just
how one has built . Those who have built with
the wood, hay and stubble of human traditio n
will have their works destroyed, and those wh o
have built with the gold, silver and preciou s
stones of the divine word will abide . These ar e
the ones who, according to Jesus, will "stan d
before the Son of Man ."—l. Cor. 3 : 11-16 .

The children of the light who are faithfully
watching, not only their own standing befor e
the Lord but also the prophecies pertaining to
the events at the end of the age, . are not in dark-
ness pertaining to the fact of Christ 's presence
and what is to transpire as a result . They ar e
not therefore blindly and complacently saying
peace, peace, so far as the old order is concerned ;
hence the destruction that comes upon the whole
world is not a surprise to them . Understanding
the significance of what is transpiring and th e
necessity for it, the children of the light are no t
bemoaning the trouble of the world, not eve n
the incidental inconvenience and suffering tha t
it brings upon them, but in harmony with Jesus '
instructions they joyfully look up and lift up their
heads, knowing that their "redemption [deliver-
ance] draweth nigh . "—Luke 21:28 .

THE ARMOR OF GOD

In 1st Thessalonians 5 : 8, Paul indicates that
the matter of being "sober includes the necessity
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of putting on the breastplate of faith and love ;
and for an helmet, the hope of salvation ." This
is in keeping with what he writes in Ephesians
6: 11-18. In verse 11 we read, "Put on the whole
armor of God, that ye may be able to stand agains t
the wiles of the devil . " In verse 13 Paul says ,
"Wherefore take unto you the whole armor o f
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand." In brief,
putting on the whole armor of God implies a
proper use of all phases of the truth, in its ever y
relationship to the Christian's life.

Certainly we need the "whole" armor of God
as a protection against the many defiling errors
and other evil influences of the present time . We
need the truth as an helmet of salvation . That
is, we need to understand the doctrines and how
they apply to us as Christians. We need , the
breastplate of righteousness, that is, the justifi-
cation that comes through our whole-hearte d
belief of and obedience to the truth as it centers
in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer.

We need also the shield of faith. This means
a heart-reliance upon the truth as an expres-
sion of God ' s will for us. "This is the victory
that overcometh the world," says the apostle,
"even our faith ." (1 John 5 : 4) We also need the
girdle , of truth which symbolizes our consecra-
tion to the service of the truth. All the other
parts of the armor would fail of their purpose if
we do not serve the truth. We are also to hav e
our "feet shod with the preparation of the gospel .
of peace ." This indicates that our walk in lif e
as children of the day should be in keeping with
our most holy faith, and that thus we will b e
promoters of peace and good will, rather than o f
strife and hate .

"The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word o f
God," is also a very essential part of our armor .
Possessing "the sword of the Spirit " suggests a.
faithful use of the truth, not only in wielding i t
as an influence for good among others, but als o
in cutting down the evil imagination of our own
hearts. (2 Cot. 10: 5 .) Let us then as "children
of the day" seek to put on and use the whol e
armor of 'God that we may be able to stand.

We should ever remember that having on th e
whole armor of God includes more than possess-
ing a mere head knowledge of the truth, as rep -
resented by the helmet of salvation . Important
as is a knowledge of the truth in as great a detail
as we are able to comprehend it, this knowledg e
alone will not protect us against the wiles of the
adversary in this evil day. In addition to hea d
knowledge, we need a heart appreciation of th e
truth, and a realization of the righteousness of
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God as it is represented in the truth .
JESUS, THE LIFE-GIVER

Jesus is Scripturally said to be the light o f
the world. He is that true light which eventuall y
will lighten every man that cometh into the
world. (John 1:9.) The light of life from the
Heavenly Father Himself is reflected through
Jesus, the Living Word of God, and by means
of this light, the knowledge ' of God's glory wil l
yet fill the whole earth as the waters cover the
sea . (Isa. 11 : 9 ; Hab. 2: 14.) This is why the
prophet, describing the blessings of the new day
now dawning, says that the "Sun of righteous-
ness shall arise with, healing in His wings ."—
Mal. 4 :2 .

To be children of the day, therefore, mean s
that we are followers of Jesus . As Jesus re-
flected the light of the Heavenly Father and
because of this was the light of the world, His
followers, who reflect the light radiating from
Him, are now said to be the light of the world . —
Matt . 5 :14 .

This should mean more to us than the mere
matter of a theory. It should mean an earnest ,
intelligent effort on our part, not only to learn
the truth and to obey it, but to copy the char-
acteristics of the Great Light Giver in our own
lives .

If we are true followers of the Light as it
radiates through Christ Jesus our Lord, it mean s
that we will assimilate, as far as it is possible ,
His meekness, His patience, His gentleness, His
forbearance and His love . It . means, further-
more, that we will endeavor to copy his willing-
ness to be a servant of all . We ' will note the
fact that He came into the world to be a servant ;
hence, for us to be like Him implies the necessity
of our being servants of God, 'of the truth, of
each other, and, as opportunity affords, human-
kind .

The true standard of soberness, from the spir-
itual standpoint, is represented in the Master, i n
His temperateness and moderation in all things ,
and in His complete devotion to His Father, as
His Father revealed His will to Him by the Hol y
Spirit . We can't be truly children of the da y
except as we . walk in the footsteps of the Da y
Star, who in this time of His second presenc e
has arisen in the hearts of all the faithful
watchers .-2 Peter 1 : 19 .

WATCHING PROPHECIES AND WORLD EVENT S

Equally important to watching all those things
which pertain to our own relationship to God ,
thus maintaining soberness because of having a
spirit of a sound mind, is the matter of watching
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the developments of God's Plan as we see them
taking place through the fulfilment of prophecy .
It is through our watching the fulfilment o f
prophecy in the events of the world and th e
church, that we are able to know that the day o f
the Lord is at hand . Failure to watch along this
line, would make the- difference between our
being children of the day and children of the
night .

To know, as the result of watchfulness, that w e
are living in the days of the presence of the So n
of Man is, itself, thrilling and inspiring knowl-
edge. What great joy, indeed, has been brought
to the hearts of thousands in learning of th e
Exidegroom's presence, realizing that He ha s
come and has been conducting the Harvest wor k
foretold to be due at the end of the age . But
this knowledge is intended to be more than a n
inspiration—it is given to the consecrated chil-
dren of the day as a guide to the manner in
which they are to serve the Lord. To know
that Christ is present, and that the harvest has
been in progress, reveals the privilege of the con-
secrated to join in the reaping work . It means,
then, that in their service of the Lord, they ar e
cooperating with Him intelligently, showing
themselves approved by Him because of their
faithfulness in "rightly dividing the Word of
truth."—2 Tim . 2 : 15 .

Faithfulness as watchers, however, does not
imply the necessity of seeing in advance the de -
tails of things that are to happen . The watchers
are able to discern the signs of our Lord's pres-
ence. The "Day Star " has, indeed, arisen in our
hearts and we are convinced that the new day
is dawning and, before that day shall have ended,

The Dawn

all the families of the earth will have been blessed
with knowledge and with life everlasting ; for
this is the promise of God concerning them . But
the increasing light of the new day does not
reveal the exact details in advance of just how
the old order is to fall to pieces . However, i n
figure, and by the Holy Spirit, we even now can
detect the processes by which it will be accom-
plished. The prophecies of both the Old and .
New Testaments contain this information,
and as the ' details are fulfilled we can identify
them. This is our privilege as watchmen. But
it would not be an evidence of soberness befor e
the Lord for us to attempt to change our rol e
in His plan from that of watchmen to prophets ;
that is, in the sense of being seers. We are to
be prophets in the sense of being public expound-
ers of God's Word and declarers of His comin g
judgments and blessings . We know of the pres-
ence of the Master ; that the day of the Lord i s
at hand; that the "Gentile Times" have ended
and that their kings have had their day, for since
1914 the ousting of the kings of earth has gon e
steadily forward, one being pitted against th e
other in the death struggle of the old order .

We know, too, that it is true now as neve r
before that the night is far spent . Surely the
time is short! Thus it behooves us to be mor e
than ever on the alert as watchmen. Faithful-
ness in this is the only way we can be assured o f
soberness, and safeguarded against all the intoxi-
cating influences of this evil day . Let us then
be truly faithful, and watch and pray that w e
may stand approved before the Son of man, and ,
in due time, be exalted to reign with Him a
thousand years for the blessing of all the familie s
of the earth .

0

The Work of Grace

"The love of Christ constraineth us ."-
2 Corinthians 5 :14 .

THE word constrain has the double thought
of drawing together, holding together . The apos-
tle had been recounting his own activities in the
Lord 's service, and had stated that with som e
his course seemed to indicate an unbalanced
mind. He explained that this was not so ; that
he had a sounder mind than ever before. He
felt himself bound to Christ, constrained b y
love of Christ to love Him and all who were His
with a pure heart .

Why should this love constrain? For this
reason: If we reckon that all are dead, then all
need the service of the Life-Giver ; and if Chris t
died for all, and if we now have come to life

through Him, we should hereafter live not ac -
cording to, or after, the flesh. We should give
up the flesh entirely and live the new life which
we have received from Christ . St. Paul would
say, I am not mad ; but I am so closely drawn to
Christ that I have the same sympathetic lov e
for others that He had . As He had laid down
His life for the brethren, so would I .

Our Lord 's love was especially manifested to-
ward His disciples, and chiefly toward those wh o
were the most zealous and energetic—Peter ,
James and John having the particular love o f
the Lord. Similarly the church is thus instructed .
There is no exhortation to lay down our live s
in the service of the world, but specially fo r
those of the household of faith . We see 'that the
benefits of Christ's sacrifice are to reach the
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whole world of mankind, every member o f
Adam's race .

Assuming, however, that the Lord knew from
the very beginning who would betray Him, and
that divine discernment would know all wh o
would go into the second death, we could not
think that the Lord would do anything on their
behalf. In other words, the blessing of God is
only for the "Israelites indeed." Only those
who will come into harmony with Him will have
the rich blessing and favor of the Lord. These
are included in the redemptive work, not be-
cause of anything in themselves, but becaus e
of the love of the Lord, which is broad enough
and deep enough for all who will receive it . But
God cannot love wicked characters. His bless-
ings are only for those who are His childre n
now, or who will be, under the blessings an d
privileges which He later on will grant . It is .
our duty to bless all to the extent of our ability.

THE CHIEF OBJECT OF OUR TRAINING
THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOVE

The work of grace for the church 'during this .
Gospel age is the transforming of our perverted
characters and the re-establishing of them i n
the likeness of the divine character, Love . Who-
ever fails to attain this transformation fails t o
attain God 's will concerning him, and must, nec-
essarily, fail to win the prize set before us in the
Gospel . We are, to begin with, very poor ma-
terial out of which to form likenesses of God 's.
dear Son. We were "children of wrath, even
as others . " (Eph . 2: 3) The original likenes s
of God possessed by Father Adam before he
transgressed, has been sadly lost in the six thou-
sand years intervening. Hence, instead of find-
ing ourselves in the divine likeness of love, w e
find that we were "born in sin and shapen in
iniquity" to such a degree that instead of lov e
being the natural, ruling principle in our char-
acters, it is in many instances almost entirely
obliterated; and what remains is largely con-

. taminated with evil, self-love and carnal love—
perversions which are in direct antagonism with
the wholly unselfish love which is the essence o f
the divine character .

"This is life eternal, that they might know Thee ,
the only true God"—the God who is love . (John
17:3) To know God means more than to kno w
something of His loving plan and character ; it
means to know God in the sense of persona l
acquaintance and intelligent appreciation of Hi s
character; and no one can have this except as he
partakes of the Spirit of God, the spirit of holi-
ness, the spirit of love. And this spirit of holi-
ness and love cannot be acquired instantly; it i s
a growth; and its development is the chief busi-
ness (and should be the chief concern) of all
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who hope to 'know God in the complete sense
which will be rewarded with life eternal .

But since our transformation of mind or wil l
is not accompanied by a physical transformation ,
or restitution, it follows that so long as we are in
the flesh we shall have to contend against its
inherited weaknesses and disposition to selfish-
ness and sin . But this sharp and continual con-
flict not only selects a special, overcoming class ,
but serves to develop the desired character mor e
quickly than will the more easy processes of, th e
Millennial age. In consequence, while it wil l
require nearly a thousand years for the world 's
perfecting, the perfecting of the saints in char-
acter may be accomplished in a few years, unde r
the special training of sharp discipline and th e
special course of instruction designed for th e
"little flock." But whether in a few years or
many years, and whether with little or much
friction with adversity, the transformation and
polishing of character must be accomplished.
This love-likeness of our wills to the will of Go d
is the end to be sought, if we would finish our
course with joy and with good hopes for the
eternal glory.
WE MUST LEARN THOROUGHLY THE LESSON OF LOVE

If we possess the love of God in our hearts
it will rule all the affairs of our lives and wil l
make us Godlike in thoughts, actions and words .
In the 'school of Christ, the great lesson whic h
the Master is teaching us day by day is the les-
son of love, which we must learn thoroughly i f
we would attain "the mark for the prize of ou r
high calling . "

In the school of Christ, all the instructions
of the divine Word and providences are intende d
to develop our hearts and influence our conduc t
in harmony with the lines of love. While the
fruits and graces—meekness, gentleness, patience ;
etc.—are manifestations of the Spirit, yet the
Holy Spirit must be present before these mani
festations could appear at all ; and while the spiri t
might be perfect, its manifestations might be im-
perfect . The vine may be good, but for a season
the grapes will be immature. So with these
graces of the Spirit. They are outward mani-
festations of the inward condition of heart, whic h
may attain perfection before these graces ar e
perfect . Indeed, these graces may never be per-
fect on this side of the veil .

At the moment of making consecration, before
we had borne any fruits of the Spirit, we wer e
not at the mark of perfect love. We were con-
secrated and had the right spirit, so far as we
had knowledge, But we had_ not a sufficienc y
of knowledge to recognize what would be ex-
pected of us . For this we needed some develop-
ment, some instruction in the school of Christ .
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The knowledge of what it would cost to follo w
Christ came gradually . If the will kept up with
the knowledge, one would reach the mark o f
perfect love in the heart . The manifestation s
of the graces of character which this condition
of heart produces may never be fully perfect in
the present life, but only when we have the per-
fect bodies . The heart which shall have reached
this condition will be in perfect tune with the
conditions which will obtain on the other side .
"BY' THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM " ; YET

PERFECTION IN THE FLESH IS IMPOSSIBLE .

We must recognize each other, in the good pro-
fessions which we make to each other and in the
evidences of these professions which are mani-
fest. As, a gardener might go to his vine and
look through the different branches for grapes ,
so the Lord knows whether the heart is in the
proper attitude to bring forth fruit . Of those
who have openly professed a thorough conse-
cration to the Lord, all those whose lives do not
contradict their profession, and who are walking ,
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, may be
known and recognized by us in' the same way
by which they recognize us. "By their fruits
we shall know them"—by the outward obedience ,
but not by the full fruit-development. We know
each other, therefore, not by the full develop-
ment of the fruits, but by the measure of the
obedience and striving to obey the Lord .

Absolute perfection would mean perfection o f
thought, word and deed, which is not our con-
dition at the present time. The most that any o f
us can have now is perfection of love in our
hearts; that is, a perfect love for God, for th e
truth and for the brethren . Perfect love leads
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to sacrifice . "If ye love me, keep my command-
ments ." (John 14:15) Those who have perfec t
love will fulfil their sacrifices. But any time one
may pass from the stage of perfect love to tha t
of alienation and opposition . The person might
come into such a condition of heart that the fer-
vency of his love would become cool . Gradually
he would become estranged from the Lord, an d
might become identified with the "great com-
pany" class. Then, if the chastisements of the
time of trouble did not lead to a thorough ref-
ormation, he would pass on to the second death .

After Love's provision of the Lamb of Go d
(the ransom-price of all mankind laid down b y
Him, and the imputation of His merit to the
church) , all the various steps for our deliveranc e
from sin are along the line of developing us i n
the character of love, the character of God ,
which alone, according to the divine standard ,
will make us acceptable before the Father and
bring to us His grace of everlasting life . How
important, then, that we should be "taught of
God" and develop this character !

The work of grace for the world, during the
Millennial age, will be to make known to al l
mankind the gracious character of God and Hi s
provision for the salvation of all ; and to , trans-
form all who are willing, from the depravity of
sin to perfection of character—love ; making man-
kind once more images of God . This transfor-
mation of their wills, accompanied by a gradua l
physical transformation, will remove from . them
all the blemishes of sin and all hereditary in-
clinations thereto and leave them in the likenes s
of God, with a recollection of the undesirabilit y
of sin and its evil consequences .

Reprints, page 4836
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"YOUR FATHER KNOWETH "

Matthew 6:8 .

OUR, Father knows what things we nee d
Each step along the way ,

His eye of love doth never sleep,—
He watches night and day.

He knows sometimes, like ripening grain ,
We need the sunshine bright,

Again He sends the peace that come s
With shadows of the night . ,

Sometimes our pride would fain unfurl
Ambition's flaunting sail,

Ah! then He knows we need to walk
Humiliation's vale .

Sometimes He takes our eager hands
And folds them on our breast ,

He gently lays our work aside,
He knows we need to rest .

Sometimes . we need companionship ,
Sometimes, "the wilderness, "

How sweet to feel He ' ll know and giv e
The state that most will bless !

Then let us leave it all with Him ,
Assured that, come what may ,

Our Father knows just what we need ,
Upon our pilgrim-way .

—Poems of Dawn



Blessings for the Worthy -- Woes for the Unworthy
"For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee ."

—Roman s
THE natural descendants of Abraham, the na -

tion of Israel, were God 's chosen people, destined
to share the honors and glories of the Messiani c
Kingdom; but they lost this high position of fa-
vor with God because they proved to be unwor-
thy of it. While God had promised them
great things, He could, and did change His ar-
rangements when their unfaithfulness made i t
necessary. See Jeremiah 18 :6-10. The final
manifestation of Israel 's unfaithfulness was when
the nation, under the leadership. of the scribes
and Pharisees, rejected the Messiah and cruci -
fied Him. There a new company began to be
selected to represent God in the earth, and thus
to share in the blessings outlined in the Beati-
tudes, in marked contrast with the "woes" pro-
nounced upon the rejected scribes and Pharisees .
These remarkable Beatitudes clearly set forth
the principles which must influence and guid e
those who wish to maintain their positions as

11 :21 .
ambassadors of Jesus and joint-heirs with him.

As the value of light is emphasized by dark-
ness, so in these two lessons Jesus helps us the
more clearly to discern the. high principles of
character required in His disciples, by contrast- .
ing them with the shortcomings and failures of
those who were then being cast off from divine
favor. Accordingly, ,the disciples were to b e
blessed if they attained and maintained the stand-
ards therein set forth, while the others were told
of the dire and . serious consequences of their
failure to properly learn and apply the lessons
which had been given to them through the Law
and the prophets. Paul 's warning in our tex t
is that we, as Gentiles, . who have taken the place
of the Jews who were cast off, can also experi-
ence the "woe" that came upon those who sat
in Moses' seat at the first ' advent, should we, ,
like they, fail to learn and apply our lessons .
properly.

(1)
THE BLESSINGS—Matthew 5 :3-12

The contrite enter the Kingdom. (1)
THE WOES—Matthew 23 :13-33

The arrogant shut up the Kingdom .
(2) Those who mourn sympathetically are com - ( 2 ) Those who make a pretense of mourning ar e

(3)
forted.
The meek inherit the earth .—Psa . 2 :8 ; Rev. 2 : (3)

cast off .
The worldly-wise encompass sea and land fo r

26, 27 ; 5 :10 . converts to their futile and pernicious ways .
( 4 ) True hunger for righteousness rewarded . (4) Pharisees

	

(self-righteous

	

ones)

	

fail to learn

(5) Merciful obtain mercy .—Matt . 18 :21-35 . (5)
true righteousness.
Pharisees,

	

through

	

chicanery,

	

fail ,to

	

learn

(6) Pure in heart see God . (6)
mercy.
Hypocritical lose God's favor .

(7) Peacemakers honored as God's children . (7) The lawless are disqualified .—Isa . 32 :17 .
(8) The persecuted rewarded . (8) The persecutors condemned .

0
A glance at the two contrasting lessons noted

foregoing will show that just as there are eigh t
Beatitudes, or blessings, so there are eight "woes ."
A little closer examination reveals that the
first "woe" is in contrast with the first blessing,
the second woe with the second blessing, and s o
on through to the eighth woe and the eighth
blessing . This is so apparent that there is little
doubt but that the Master designed it so . A
study of each of these eight contrasting lessons
helps to more clearly discern the truly hig h
standard of righteousness set before those whom
the Lord uses as the "light of the world."—
Matthew 5 : 14 .

In the 20th verse of Matthew 5 Jesus is quoted
as saying, "Except your righteousness shall ex-
ceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari-
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdo m
of heaven." By noting carefully the reason for

each of the eight woes pronounced upon th e
scribes and Pharisees, we are given a very vivi d
cross-section view of their type of righteousness ;
and the Beatitude lessons show us how our
righteousness must be different from and bette r
than theirs .

"THE POOR IN SPIRIT "
The first Beatitude reads : "Blessed are the

poor in spirit : for theirs is the Kingdom of heav-
en." (Matthew 5 : 3 .) To be poor in spirit is to
be contrite' and humble, possessing a keen sense
of one 's own unworthiness and great need of
divine grace . In Psalm 51: 17 we read of "a
broken and a contrite heart " being highly regard-
ed by God. In Isaiah 57 :15 we are told that God ,
the "high , and lofty One, " revives the "heart of
the contrite ones, " and dwells with those of a
"contrite and humble spirit . " In Luke 6 :20 and
24 the "poor" are contrasted with the "rich . "
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These 'various references add up to mean tha t
those whom the Lord can use must be so awar e
of their own insufficiency that they will gladl y
put their full dependence upon Him for bot h
wisdom and strength .

The blessing for such humble ones is that
"theirs is the Kingdom of heaven . " This has
reference to participating in the work of the
Kingdom, both now and in the future, as joint -
heirs with Jesus . Elsewhere in the Scripture s
these are variously referred to as "ministers of
reconciliation, " "ambassadors, " the "light of the
world, " "epistles of Christ, " etc. When glorified
and ready to partcipate in the future work of
the Kingdom, they will be given "for a covenant
of the people, to establish the earth, to cause t o
inherit the desolate heritages ; " that they ma y
say "to the prisoners, Go forth : to them that are
in darkness, Shew yourselves ."—Isaiah 49 : 8, 9 ;
2 Cor . 6 :2 .

Obviously the only ones that the Lord could
use in a world-wide work of this kind, involving
eventually the reconciling of mankind to Him -
self, are those who are humble, and are willin g
to serve as God wants them to serve . . Being
broken and contrite of heart they are glad to
set aside their own plans and ambitions in favor
of God ' s. Inasmuch as the "Kingdom of heaven "
is destined to establish God 's will throughout
the whole earth, certainly those who participat e
in it must be humble enough to accept and d o
God 's will themselves . None others could b e
blessed with such a high position of divine favor .

SHUTTING UP THE KINGDOM

Now note how the first "woe" pronounced
upon the scribes and Pharisees contrasts wit h
the first Beatitude . We quote : "But woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
shut up the Kingdom of heaven against men :
for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffe r
ye them that are entering to go in . " (Matthew
23: 13 .) The Kingdom of heaven was at hand a t
the time of Jesus ' first advent . The King had
come, and the Jewish nation was offered the
opportunity of joint-heirship with the Messiah .
The common people of Israel—many, of them ,
at least—heard Jesus gladly, but under the lead-
ership of the hypocritical Pharisees, they wer e
finally induced to cry out for His death. Thus
it was true that the scribes and Pharisees no t
only refused to accept Jesus themselves, but hn-
dered the nation as a whole from entering int o
the Kingdom privileges then offered . Because
of this, woe was pronounced upon them.

When we look to see what it was that pre -
vented the scribes and Pharisees from entering
the Kingdom of heaven, and thus preventing
others from entering, we discover that it was
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their pride and the' riches of their position of
leadership , in Israel. They were not "poor i n
spirit," but arrogant, self-righteous, and self -
sufficient . They had too exalted an opinion of
their importance in the divine arrangements ,
hence were not prepared to accept the humbl e
Nazarene and carpenter as their Messiah. Had
Jesus come with a mighty army, having Hi s
presence announced with the fanfare of earthl y
splendor, inviting the . scribes and Pharisees to
positions of honor and power in His government ,
no doubt they would have entered into His King-
dom arrangements .

But Jesus didn 't do this, and He didn't even
ask the advice of the scribes and Pharisees as t o
how He should proceed with His ministry . Be-
cause the time for their full rejection had not
yet come, He instructed some whom He had
healed to report the facts to them, but asid e
from this Jesus gave the scribes and Pharisee s
no recognition. They couldn't humble them-
selves to accept. Jesus as their King under suc h
conditions; so they were set aside in favor of th e
"poor in spirit, " to which class was given th e
Kingdom privileges .

MOURNERS COMFORTED

The. second Beatitude reads : "Blessed ar e
they that mourn : . for they shall be comforted . "
There are two general reasons why people mourn .
One is because of their own troubles, and the
other is because of the troubles of others ; the
latter being a sympathetic mourning . Jesus was
this kind of a mourner and His attitude of dee p
and genuine sympathy for others is an_importan t
part of His example to us . True, Jesus ' ha d
trials of His own . Particularly was this so in
the Garden of Gethsemane when His soul wa s
"exceedingly sorrowful . " (Mark 14: 34.) Jesus
certainly was comforted in this experience an d
given strength to carry through unto death in
doing the Father's will . So it is with everyon e
of His true followers .

Inasmuch as the Beatitudes as a whole se t
forth the qualifications of those who are accept -
able servants of God, the true light-bearers i n
the world, it seems reasonable to conclude tha t
in this second one Jesus uses the term mourn t o
describe those who maintain a proper attitud e
of sympathy for and interest in their fellow -
men, and particularly their own brethren in
Christ . We cannot be true followers of the Mas-
ter, conformed to His image, unless we have , a
large. measure of that same loving sympath y
for others in their troubles which caused Him to
weep when standing beside the grave of Hi s
friend, Lazarus, sharing the heart pangs of Mary
and Martha . As was the custom on such occa-
sions, professional mourners were present at
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the funeral, but Jesus was the real mourner
His heart was touched with a feeling of the
world's troubles .

Of , Jesus it is prophetically stated, "Surely He
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows :
yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God ,
and afflicted." (Isaiah 53:4 .) Here is the true
representation of Jesus, who gave His life that
we might live . We are invited to share in His
sufferings, and be conformed unto His death .
To be faithful in this means ,that we will carr y
the sorrows of others, sympathetically, that we
will lay down 'our lives that others may be
blessed. From this standpoint every Christia n
should be a true mourner, ever on the alert to
cheer and comfort , those in distress. Paul says
that we "weep with them that weep."—Rom .
12:15 .

Those who are genuine mourners from thi s
standpoint, surely are themselves comforted, jus t
as Jesus said they would be : on the principle that
"he that watereth shall be watered also himself ."
(Prov. 11:25.) This thought is reflected in

Philippians 2:1, 2. The Apostle Paul was in a
Roman prison where he needed encouragemen t
and comfort . The Lord used the Philippian.
church to minister to him, and in this passage h e
is alluding to the privilege we all have of com-
forting each other, even as they had comforte d
him. He indicates that his joy would be full i f
they would endeaver thus to fulfil the law o f
Christ . We quote : "If there be therefore any
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if s
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and.
mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded ,
having the same love, being of one accord, o f
one mind . "

What then is our attitude toward others, es-
pecially those in distress? Is it one of cold in-
difference, or do we have a sympathetic hear t
which impels us to lay down our lives in helpin g
to lift their burdens? Here is an importan t
measuring rod of true Christ-likeness . Our atti-
tude in this respect will govern much that we ,
endeavor to be and do as Christians . If we are
not true mourners, it will be easy to shut our -
selves away from others and conclude that th e
Lord doesn ' t want us to do much about them un-
til the Kingdom is established—that that will b e
the time of the world 's blessings, so we don't
need to be concerned about the people now .
With the proper outlook, however, while know-
ing that the time for the world 's conversion is ,
indeed, in the future, yet our interest in th e
people now will impel us to give them the com-
fort of the truth to the fullest extent possible .
If the Spirit of God truly animates us we won ' t
be able to hold back from doing this . (Isaiah

61 : 1-3 .) More especially, of course, we will en-
deavor to be comforters of the brethren .

DEVOURING WIDOWS' HOUSES

The second woe, in contrast with the second
blessing, confirms the thought that in speakin g
of mourners Jesus had particularly in mind thos e
who mourn sympathetically on behalf of others
and who seek to comfort them. We quote : "Woe .
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
ye devour widows ' houses, and for a pretens e
make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the
greater damnation." (Matthew 23: 14.) Here
Jesus describes their hypocritical attitude of sym-
pathy toward those in distress, while at th e
same time they were busily engaged in selfishly
exploiting the helpless ones whom they professed
to befriend . What deep-dyed hypocrisy was this !

Jesus' mention of "widows" reminds us o f
what James says about the same class—"Pure
religion and undefiled before God and the Fathe r
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in thei r
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world . " (James 1 :27.) We. are not to under -
stand this to mean that if we keep busy callin g
on all the fatherless and widows we can find, w e
will prove ourselves to be true Christians. We
understand, rather, that the terms "fatherless"
and "widows" are used to denote those in need
of our help, and that if we are true Christian s
we will not turn a deaf ear to these but will d o
what we can to help them .

The scribes and Pharisees should have viewe d
the matter in the same way, and outwardly the y
did profess to take an interest in widows . Jesus '
mention of their long prayers, indicates that the y
offered public prayers for the widows of Israel ,
thus making the people believe that they were
looking out for the interests of these needy ones ,
while actually, their prayers were but a cam-
ouflage for their iniquitous practice of "devour-
ing widows' houses"—that is, robbing them o f
whatever means of livelihood they may have stil l
possessed . How sharply this is in contrast with
the true attitude of a Christian, and how it should
encourage us to strive the more earnestly and
successfully to empty our hearts of all selfish-
ness, and to think more and more of how we ca n
bring a blessing and be a blessing to those in
special need .

WE MUST BE TEACHABLE

The third Beatitude reads : "Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the earth . " Meek-
ness is teachableness . Humility involves a tru e
recognition of our own lack of wisdom, whil e
meekness means that we are willing to be taugh t
the Lord 's ways and thus to be endowed with
the "wisdom from above." This is one of th e
prime character essentials for all those whom the
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Lord uses to represent Him as light-bearers in
the world. How, indeed, could we speak fo r
God unless we know what He wants us to say ?
True meekness means a willingness to hearken
unto the voice of the Lord, to be guided by Him
in all that we think, and say, and do .

Jesus said that such as are thus meek, shal l
"inherit the earth . " This is a quotation fro m
Psalm 37 : 11 . The 37th Psalm contains a number
of promises, the purpose of which is to assure
the righteous servants of God that theirs is to
be a final triumph of righteousness, and that al l
evildoers will, eventually, be destroyed . The
assurance of these promises would apply in prin-
ciple to the righteous of any age, including the
Millennium. Jesus applies the 11th verse to the
church, and says that they shall "inherit the
earth."

This is peculiarly fitting when we realize wha t
constitutes the hope of the church ; namely, to
reign with Christ upon the earth for the pur-
pose of restoring man to life upon it . While the
church will share in the spiritual phase of the
Kingdom; yet the Kingdom will operate upon th e
earth, and is for the benefit of the human race .
The earth is a part of the purchased possessio n
of Christ. From another standpoint, it is His
inheritance, and we, as members of the church ,
are joint-heirs with Him. (Micah 4: 8 ; Psa. 2 : 8 ;
Rev. 2: 26, '27 .) The church will not live upo n
the earth, but it will be the church 's privilege
to share with Christ in the rulership of earth fo r
a thousand years. When the thousand-year work
of restoration is complete, then this domain wil l
be turned back to the original owners and the y
will be invited to "inherit the Kingdom " pre-
pared for them "from the foundation of th e
world.'—Matt . 25: 34.

The church's temporary inheritance of the
earth, as joint-heirs with Christ, is for the pur-
pose of establishing the divine will world-wide .
If faithful, we will have the privilege of turnin g
to the people a pure language, that they may
all call upon the name of the Lord to serve Hi m
with one consent . (Zeph. 3:9.) Even now, be-
fore the Kingdom is fully manifested, Christian s
are commissioned to do whatever work of preach-
ing the truth God is having done in the earth .
Paul said that God "commandeth all men every-
where to repent . " (Acts 17 : 30 .) This call to re-
pentance has gone forth from the church, an d
only those who have been meek have enjoyed th e
Lord's blessing in the effort .

COMPASSING SEA AND LAND

The vitally important lesson of the third Be-
atitude shines all the clearer in contrast with th e
third woe, which reads : "Woe unto you, scribe s
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea
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and land to make one proselyte, and when he is
made, ye make him twofold more the child of
hell than yourselves . " (Matthew 23:15.) The
Jewish nation was called to be a teacher nation,
and a nation of kings and priests . ,The scribes
and Pharisees of Jesus' day seem to have take n
this thought seriously, and, as Jesus indicates ,
they encompassed sea and land to make pros-
elytes—that is, to convert all nations to Jewry .
They considered the whole earth their field of
operation, their inheritance, and apparently wer e
zealous in trying to enter fully into it .

But the scribes and Pharisees were cast off
from this inheritance because they were no t
meek, not teachable . They wanted to do things
their way, and to teach their version of God's
will . The precepts of men seemed of greate r
importance to them than the commandments o f
God. In trying to proselyte the nations into the
Jewish faith they were accomplishing nothing
in God 's sight because their false teachings did
not represent the true religion of Israel. They
failed, and woe was pronounced upon them be -
cause they did not, in the spirit of meekness ,
first of all make sure what the Lord wanted them
to do and say . Here is a valuable lesson for us .
God wants us to be zealous for Him, but our
zeal will not be according to knowledge—hence
not pleasing to Him—unless we first learn what
He wants done, and then humbly proceed to work
accordingly .

TRUE DESIRE FOR RIGHTEOUSNES S

The fourth Beatitude reads : "Blessed are the y
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness :
for they shall be filled ." The illustration of hun-

_ ger and thirst denotes a genuine desire for right-
eousness, a desire that in no sense is feigned or
a mere outward pretense, for hunger and thirst
are real . When a healthy person has gone with-
out food and water more than the normal lengt h
of time, . a hunger and thirst develops beyond th e
normal craving, compelling one to go to grea t
lengths in order to satisfy it . How aptly this
illustrates what should be the true attitude of
Christians in their desire to know, and to b e
guided by, the true principles of righteousnes s
which are the habitations of God 's throne .

David said, "As the hart panteth after th e
water brooks, so panteth my soul for Thee, 0
God . " Psa. 42 : 1 .) A hungering and thirsting
for righteousness, is in reality a desire to kno w
God and to be found in harmony with Him .
But if our hunger and thirst is to be satisfied—i f
we are to be "filled"—our desires must be so
genuine and whole-hearted that we will gladl y
make any sacrifice of time or strength in orde r
to attain that for which the soul thirsteth . Mere
professions won 't do. A mere studying of the
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Bible won't suffice. It will require earnest prayer ;
devout Bible study—not merely for knowledge' s
sake, but to learn God's will ; and a self-sacrific-
ing effort to put into practice that which we learn .
If our hungering and thirsting for righteousnes s
is genuine enough to cause us to consistently
follow such a course, we shall be "filled."

FALSE RIGHTEOUSNESS SOUGHT BY BICKERIN G

In Matthew 23:16-22 the Master presents in
considerable detail the method employed by the
scribes and Pharisees in their insincere effort to
attain righteousness . This method of seeking
righteousness is called "casuistry," a "branch of
ethical science which resolves cases of conscienc e
or of doubtful propriety, or which determines th e
lawfulness or illegality of an act by rules and
principles drawn from the Scriptures, from socia l
customs, or from reason." The scribes and
Pharisees, by the use of this method, pretended
to know the will of God for themselves and fo r
others, but Jesus pointed out to them that thei r
reasoning was false, and that their hair-splitting
interpretations demonstrated that they wer e
"fools," and "blind guides," who had not bee n
filled 'with righteousness themselves, nor had
they thus helped those who had looked up to
them as teachers in Israel .

The lesson of this "woe" is a very important
one for us in that it reveals how not to seek for
righteousness. It is a lesson that each of us can
apply personally; and it can be applied in eccle-
sias, too. In brief, it is a condemnation of tha t
type of Bible study the object of which is to
haggle over the technicality of words, etc ., to no
profit except 'to satisfy the argumentative desire s
of the student. This doesn't mean that it makes
no difference what we believe, nor that we should
not make every effort possible to learn eve n
the finest details of the truth accurately. It does
make a difference what we believe, and we shoul d
be very careful what we accept as truth, but we
should ever remember that the object of our
study is that we might show ourselves approved
unto God, and not to see how technical we can be .
We should constantly have in mind as we stud y
the Bible, how the things we learn are intended to
affect our relationship to God .

Careful Bible study is necessary if we are to
really learn righteousness . How grateful we ar e
today that the true meaning of the words "sheol"
and "hades" has been pointed out to us . Those
who refuse to accept the truth which is base d
upon the true meaning of these words, still wor-
ship a god of torment . And what a flood of
light is thrown upon God 's plan through the true
meaning of the Greek word "parousia . " Our
proper understanding of this has vitally affecte d
our whole viewpoint • of what now constitutes
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God's will for His people . The beauties of pres-
ent truth, and our privileges in connection there -
with, have, to a considerable extent, come to
light through a proper understanding of the
word "parousia." If some can't see it, we are
not to conclude that it 's unimportant . There
are thousands who still refuse to believe the true
meaning of "sheol" and "hades . "

When we realize that true righteousness in-
volves the knowing and doing of God's will, and
not merely a spirit of devotion, we can see ho w
important it is that, in our hungering and thirst-
ing for it, we humbly seek the truth of the Scrip-
tures, and be willing to pay the price the findin g
of it imposes upon us . If we knock, the door wil l
be opened to us ; and if we seek, we shall find ,
provided we are willing to pay the price . It ' s
a glorious thing to be filled with righteousness ,
but it's costly to the flesh .

THE MERCIFUL OBTAIN MERC Y

The fifth Beatitude reads : "Blessed are the
merciful : for they shall obtain mercy." Jesus
touches upon this thought in the model prayer
He gave to the church, saying, "If ye forgiv e
men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father wil l
also forgive you . " (Matt . 6: 12, 14, 15.) It is a
simple lesson, but very exacting, and one tha t
most of us find very difficult to practice. Per-
haps it was by design that Jesus mentioned this
point following the lesson pertaining to the matter
of being filled with the righteousness of God .
The only true standard of righteousness is God' s
standard, and being merciful is a reflection o f
God's own attitude toward the erring and sin -
cursed race.

The importance of our having God 's viewpoint
in dealing with others is so fundamental that our
failure to do so means that God will withhol d
mercy from us. And how much we need God's
mercy! There isn ' t an hour of the day in which
we do not make mistakes. We can see that other s
also make mistakes . If we are harsh and critical
of them, refusing to forgive, then God will be
that way toward us, and this will be true irre-
spective of how faithful and particular we are
in connection with other matters . We might be
the best Bible students in the world ; attend every
meeting ; have "all knowledge;" adhere to every
little detail of church decorum ; yet if we fail to
be merciful we fail in everything, for it mean s
that God will not be merciful to us . "It is a fear -
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living God . "
—Heb. 10 :31 .

SWALLOWING A CAMEL

The lesson of the fifth Beatitude, like the others ,
is made even more vivid and impressive by not-
ing the contrasting "woe." We quote, "Woe
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
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ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and
have omitted the weightier matters of the law ,
judgment, mercy, and faith : these ought ye t o
have done, and not to leave the other undone .
Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, an d
swallow a camel . " (Matt. 23 :23, 24.) The lesson
here is obvious. Jesus didn 't say that they had
done wrong in paying tithes of anise, mint; and
cummin . He didn't say they had been wrong in
straining at a gnat . What He did say was that
they had failed to learn the lessons these things
were supposed to teach ; namely, "judgment ,
mercy, and faith . "

Certainly the scribes and Pharisees must hav e
been very careful about little things . According
to the Law the Israelites were forbidden to ea t
"unclean" meat. Apparently they were so par-
ticular about this that they strained their drink-
ing water to make sure that even the little bit of
unclean meat represented in a gnat would no t
inadvertently be taken into their stomachs. But
Jesus pointed out to them that in failing to b e
merciful toward those to whom they ministered ,
they were, by comparison, swallowing a camel —
and that certainly would be eating a lot of un-
clean meat .

There isn 't much in the way of ceremonials t o
which the church needs to give heed ; although
God has given us some little things to observe in
or:'er to impress certain lessons upon us . For
example, a sister should keep her head covered
while in meeting, either by wearing a hat, o r
otherwise. This is to remind us of the Headship
of Christ—a very important lesson . However, a
sister might be very particular about doing this ,
yet, while in the meeting, obtrude her views upon
the class in a manner wholly unbecoming to he r
feigned attitude of humility . Or, she might be
over-anxious to pick flaws with the manner in
which the elder of the meeting expressed himself
on certain points of truth, failing to realize that
she is just as likely to make mistakes—if not in
that way, in other ways—as the one she criticized .
Such a disposition would be the equivalent o f
straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel .

There is nothing in what Jesus said to th e
Pharisees to justify us in being careless with re-
spect to even the smallest detail of what the Lor d
requires of us . And there is a rich blesing for all
who are extremely careful in obeying all the rule s
that apply to the New Creation . Indeed, we can-
not be truly loyal to the truth and not do this . But
there is a "weightier" side to it all, as Jesus indi-
cates ; namely, the principles of righteousness
which the details of the Lord's requirements re -
veal. Let us then seek, through loyalty to the de -
tails of the truth, to learn and apply these princi-
ples, that daily we may become more like our
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Father which is in heaven .
PURITY OF HEART

The sixth Beatitude reads, "Blessed are the
pure in heart; for they shall see God . " (Matt .
5 : 8 .) Purity of heart is an inward purity, no t
merely outward professions of purity. Heart.
purity is the only kind that will stand the test
of divine inspection, for God looketh on the heart ,
not on the outward appearance . Purity of hear t
will manifest itself in outward purity also, al -
though imperfections of the flesh will prevent a
full manifestation. But no matter how fallen ou r
flesh may be, we can have sincerity of intentio n
—we can be determined in our hearts to be
wholly devoted to God . At heart we can be in
the attitude described in the Hymn, "None of
self and all of Thee ."

Those who are thus pure in heart shall "see
God," says the Master . There are two ways in
which it is possible to see God. One is that o f
being in His actual presence and beholding Hi s
glory . This will be the blessed privilege of all
the true followers of Jesus . They not only will
see God, but will partake of His glory . (Rom .
5:2.) Through His exceeding great and precious
promises they will become partakers of the "di-
vine nature . " (2 Pet . 1:4.) What joy it will be
to see God! Concerning it the prophet wrote ,
"In Thy presence is fulness of joy ; at Thy right
hand there are pleasures for evermore ."—Psalm
16 :11 .

But there 's another sense also in which we
may "see" God; namely, by the eye of faith. In
Isaiah 6 the prophet tells of seeing God "high an d
lifted up . " This was in a vision, and God has
permitted us to see Him high and lifted u p
through the vision of Present Truth. And what
glory we behold as we gaze upon His Wisdom ,
Justice, Love and Power! Is the vision becoming
brighter with the passing days, or are other in-
terests-earth-born clouds-obscuring God, de-
stroying the clearness of our once enraptured
view?

If we are faithfully keeping our heart with all
diligence, making sure that it is pure, wholl y
devoted to God, then we can continue to se e
God now by faith, and, if thus faithful even unt o
death, will actually enter into His presence . But
if we become careless, permitting other attrac-
tions to draw us away from full devotion to God ,
then our vision of Him will become dim, and a t
the end of the way we will lose the full rewar d
of glory, honor and immortality .

Perhaps there is no other single factor tha t
has more to do with our ability to see the truth
clearly than purity of heart. The Christian
whose heart is partly set upon earthly things—
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the "deceitfulness of riches" or . whatever else it
might be—cannot be expected to see and appre-
ciate the truth in its fulness as do those who ar e
wholly for the Lord . If one's affections are set
upon other things than God, he will be prone t o
interpret the Scriptures in keeping with his hear t
condition because he will seek justification for
what he is doing. This leads away from the
truth, and destoys one 's vision of God, no matter
how outwardly pious such an one may be .

CLEAN ON THE OUTSID E

In contrast with the ability to "see" on the
part of those who are pure at heart, Jesus sai d
that those who were clean on the outside only ,
were "blind . " We quote : "Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean th e
outside of the cup and of the platter, but withi n
they are full of extortion and excess . Thou blind
Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the
cup and platter, that the outside of them may b e
clean also . " (Matt . 23: 25, 26 .) The lesson here
is too obvious to need much comment. How it
contrasts with purity of heart! It well illustrate s
that no matter how desirable outside cleanlines s
may be, real, complete cleansing must begin wit h
the heart . Where there is true purity of heart ,
its expression and exhibition will take care of
itself . Of that, we can be assured .

RIGHTEOUSNESS PROMOTES PEACE

The seventh Beatitude reads : "Blessed are the
peacemakers : for they shall be called the childre n
of God." (Matt. 5 : 9 .) In Isaiah 32: 17 we are told
that the effect of righteousness is peace. The
Psalmist says that "righteousness and peace have
kissed each other . " (Psa. 85 :10 .) While both
of these statements are descriptive of blessing s
coming to mankind during the Millennial age ,
yet they set forth the conditions upon which tru e
peace may be founded, hence the character-
standard of those whom the Lord can use to
promote peace both now and in the Kingdom .
James tells us that the wisdom from above i s
first pure, then peaceable . (Jas. 3 : 17 .) Having
set forth in the sixth Beatitude the necessity for
heart purity, it is appropriate that those wh o
possess it should remember their privileges a s
peacemakers .

A Christian's influence should always be in the
direction of peace, not strife . He is not to work
for peace at any price, but he will desire, never-
theless, to live peaceably with all men so far a s
his purity of heart will permit. But the Chris-
tian is a peacemaker in a still more important
sense than this, that is, he is a minister of rec-
onciliation . between God and men. As such it
is his privilege to establish peace between God
and men by pointing out to those who have a
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hearing ear the basis upon which they may ob-
tain "peace with God," which, of course, is
"through our Lord Jesus Christ ."—Romans 5:1 .

It is the Christian's privilege to. serve thus as
peacemaker even now, but the service of th e
present is but a preparation for the world-wide
work of the next age, when, in association wit h
Jesus, it will be the church's privilege to medi-
ate the New Covenant, thereby bringing all man -
kind into at-one-ment and peace with God . This
is implied in the promise that the peacemakers ar e
called the children of God. Paul says that i f
we are children, then we are heirs—"heirs o f
God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be that we
suffer with Him, that we may be also glorifie d
together . " (Rom. 8:17.) Paul further explains
that the whole groaning creation is waiting fo r
the manifestation of these "sons of God . "—Rom .
8:19. 22 .

UNRIGHTEOUS CANNOT BE PEACEMAKERS

In the seventh woe the Master points out the
false righteousness of the scribes and Pharisee s
which disqualified them as peacemakers . He
said to them, "Ye appear righteous unto men ,
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity "
—lawlessness . (Matt. 23: 27, 28.) If the "effec t
of righteousness is peace, " as the prophet points
out, certainly the scribes and Pharisees, with
their sham righteousness could not be peace-
makers. Thus comes to light another reason why
they were cast off from being the servants of
the Lord .

Jesus said that they were full of "iniquity . "
"Lawlessness " would be a better word here, in-
dicating that this class of hypocrites were no t
themselves obeying God's laws, hence were in
no condition to encourage others to do so . There
can be no peace apart from obedience to law .
This is true even with man-made laws, and much
more so in connection with the laws of God. If
we are to be peacemakers we must be obedient
to divine law ourselves, then we are in a positio n
to encourage others to seek peace upon the same
basis . Peace in an ecclesia, for example, is pos-
sible only to the extent that each member en-
deavors to humble himself under the divine rule s
that govern ecclesias. Peace in the home is ob-
tainable upon the same basis, and it is likewis e
true in connection with our own peace of heart
and peace with God .

BLESSED ARE THE PERSECUTE D

The eighth and last Beatitude reads : "Blesse d
are they which are persecuted for righteousness '
sake: for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. "
(Matt . 5: 10.) It is well to remember that the
Beatitudes are not describing eight differen t
classes among God's people, but rather that th e
qualifications set forth in all eight of them con-
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stitute the standard of righteousness for which
each and every follower of the Master should
strive. The rewards mentioned in all of the m
will be the happy portion of the entire overcom-
ing church of Christ. We mention this point
because some seem to get the thought that to
be persecuted is in itself a sure token of bein g
one of heaven's favorites. This is not neces-
sarily so .

Jesus said that the persecution should be fo r
"righteousness ' sake," and the righteousness to
which He refers is, without question, that high
standard set forth in the preceding seven Beati-
tudes. This standard, briefly stated is (1) tru e
humility before God and men ; (2) a loving, sym-
pathetic attitude toward others in their distresses ,
plus a disposition to help whenever possible ; (3 )
meekness; (4) a genuine desire for the right-
eousness of God ; (5) mercy; (6) purity of heart ;
(7) obedience to divine law. Those who are
persecuted because of their adherence to this
standard of righteousness are truly blessed . Such
persecution may well be taken as a "witness of
the Spirit" that one is a child of God, hence an
heir of the Kingdom .

To be persecuted for righteousness' sake is
quite different from being persecuted for foolish-
ness' sake. History reveals that shortly after
the death of the apostles, while many true Chris-
tians actually suffered for righteousness ' sake ,
yet martyrdom was much sought after by thou -
sands of merely professed Christians . Most o f
these were accommodated by the authorities o f
that day, just as we can get ourselves persecuted
today if we seek it . But persecution alone is
not necessarily an evidence that one is a child
of God. Nor should the true followers of the
Master expect to be persecuted all the time . Je-
sus was not persecuted all the time. Only a
small part of the entire three and one-half year s
of the Master's ministry are accounted for in the
Gospels ; and not all of this is marked by perse-
cution. It seems reasonable that any outstand-
ing opposition that might have occurred during
the remainder of the time would have been re-
corded. It is evident, therefore, that there ma y
have been much of the time during that won-
derful three and one-half years during which th e
Master was not being severely persecuted . We
mention the point here because some are incline d
to worry because they are not being violentl y
persecuted all the time .

It seems to us that our concern should be to
make sure that we are living up to the standard
of righteousnes required of the ambassadors o f
God, and that we are faithfully using all the op-
portunities that come of letting our light shine .
If we are thus faithful the Lord will permit all
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the persecution that His wisdom sees is best for
us. If and when the persecution comes, and we
know it is for righteousness' sake, then we can
consider ourselves truly blessed of God, and can
rejoice the more in the hope of a share in the
Kingdom .

WOE TO THE PERSECUTORS

The eighth "woe" pronounced by Jesus upo n
the scribes and Pharisees (Matt . 23 : 29-33) , shows
that instead of being persecuted for righteous-
ness ' sake, they were guilty of persecuting th e
righteous. This was the inevitable outcome o f
the false standard of righteousness to which the y
adhered, as pointed out in the preceding seven
woes . The lesson for us is that we be not foun d
among the persecutors of the people of God . We
are "blessed" indeed if persecuted for righteous-
ness' sake, but let us make sure that no matter
what happens we do not turn upon our perse-
cutors and render "evil for evil . "

As Christians we are expected to "contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the
saints ;" we are expected to fight the "good figh t
of faith . " We should not permit ourselves to b e
blown about by every wind of doctrine, and w e
should take a firm stand against all unrighteous -
ness. But we can do all these things, and stil l
be kind to our enemies . We do not need to fel-
lowship with the "unfruitful works of darkness ; "
indeed, we should reprove them, but always i n
love and with the desire to help and not to injure .
Bitterness, hate, and persecution have no plac e
in the lives of true followers of the Master .
To permit them to have a place would disqualify
us for the Kingdom. May each of us strive more
earnestly day by day to be among the "blessed"
in connection with all the points mentioned by
the Master in this introduction to His Sermon o n
the Mount.

0

NOT OUR OWN

. . . What lesson could be more important to
us than this one, that we are not our own, bu t
belong to another ; that we are not, therefore ,
to seek to. please ourselves, but to please Him,
nor to seek to serve self but to serve Him, nor
to seek or obey' self-will, but on the contrary
His will . ' This means holiness in the most abso-
lute and comprehensive sense of the word (not
only separation from sin to righteousness, but
separation from self to the will of God in
Christ) .

Reprints, page 2099



DIVINE _PLAN BEREAN ,LESSON S

JESUS TO END THE "TIME OF TROUBLE"

(Lesson 83 )
Text Book : The Divine Plan of the Ages, page 170 ,
last paragraph, to page 172—end of chapter .
Key Sentence : "The day of trouble will end in due
time, when He who spake to the raging Sea of Gali-
lee will likewise, with authority, command the raging
sea of human passion, saying, ` Peace! Be still! ' "
Main Text : "He maketh the storm a calm, so that
the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad be -
cause they be quiet ; so He bringeth them unto thei r
desired haven . "—Psa . 107:29, 30.

When will mankind be able to use full liberty
without harming each other? Not until the Millen-
nium. In their present condition, because of selfish-
ness, race hatreds and fear, they are rushing into " a
time of trouble such as never was since there was a
nation . "

In Mark 4 :37-39, it says, "And there arose a great
storm of wind, the waves beat into the ship.. . .
And He [Jesus] was in the hinder part of the ship ,
asleep on a pillow : and they awake Him, and say
unto Him, Master, carest thou not that we perish ?
And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto
the sea, Peace, be still . And the wind ceased, and
there was a great calm . " It is suggested in our text
book that this raging Sea of Galilee represented th e
time of trouble with which this age will end . Is
there any scriptural foundation for such a thought ?
Yes, in Luke 21. There Jesus is giving us the "signs"
or evidences by which we can tell that we are a t
the end of this Gospel Age and in the time of His
presence. In verses 25 to 31 He says, "Upon th e
earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; . . . the
sea and the waves [the restless, discontented people ]
roaring; men ' s hearts failing them for fear, and fo r
looking after those things which are coming on the
earth [society] : for the powers of heaven [ecclesias-
ticism] shall be shaken. . . . When ye see these
things begin to come to pass, then look up, lift up
your heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh .

. . know ye that the Kingdom of God is nigh
at hand . "

It takes a miracle to quickly calm the waters that
have been lashed to a fury. Jesus performed this
miracle at the Sea of Galilee . Will it be fulfilled
again, figuratively? Yes, when the Prince of Peac e
shall stand up in authority and say, "Peace, be still, "
a great calm will result. See also Psa. 107:23-31 ,
where the same figure of a storm is used. The ships
that go down to the sea represent the various na-
tions, churches and organizations going to the tim e
of trouble. "For He commandeth, and .raiseth the
stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof .
. . . They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken
man, and are at their wits end ." Just as the dis-
ciples in the boat on the Sea of Galilee said "Master,

carest Thou not that we perish?" so it will seem t o
the world that there is no hope. But notice how i t
goes on in Psalm 107 to show that the Lord will be
the one who will bring order out of confusion . "He
maketh the storm a cairn, so that the waves thereo f
are still. Then are they glad° because they be quiet ;
so He bringeth them unto their desired haven . "

Psalm 77 :18 says, "The voice of Thy thunder was
in the heaven : the lightning lightened the world : the
earth trembled and shook ." What is meant by light-
ning in this text and when does this apply? These
flashes of lightning represent unfoldings of truth b y
Jehovah in the ending of the Gospel Age . How ap-
propriate is this figure of lightning with that of a
storm which we have just been considering !

Why is Psalms 25 :14, quoted in our text book? To
show that only God's people can now see that these
flashes of lightning. (diffusions of truth) are fro m
Jehovah—"The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him; and He will shew them His covenant ."

The last paragraph in our text book is a summa-
tion of the chapter, It is divided into two parts . . The
first part outlines the divine plan of the ages an d
shows that ransom and restitution are important
steps in that plan . The second part calls attention
to the Evolution theory and states that it is not only
unscriptural but also "babblings of science, falsely so
called . "

The points stressed in this review of the divin e
plan of the ages are as follows : (1) Man was create d
perfect but fell through disobedience . (2) Man' s
helplessness to redeem" himself . "None of them can
by any means redeem his brother, nor give to Go d
a ransom for him ." (Psa. 49 :7.) (3) Jesus, the ran-
som sacrifice . (4) Glorification of Jesus to the divin e
nature. (5) Restitution of the race to original per-
fection .

	

.

TWO SALVATIONS
(Lesson 84)

Text Book : The Divine Plan of the Ages, pages 17 3
and 174 .
Key Sentence : "The failure to understand rightl y
what constitutes a perfect man, the misapprehensio n
of the terms mortal • and immortal, and wrong idea s
of justice, have . . . ' mystified many Scripture s
otherwise easily understood. "
Main Text : "So God ,created man in His own image ,
in the image of God 'created He him ."—Gen . 1 :27 .

How many salvations are taught in the Bible ?
Two. One is for the Church to the divine nature—
a heavenly reward. The other is for the world to the
human nature—an earthly reward . Quote some
Scriptures pertaining to the Church's hope of salva- .
tion. "Whereby are .given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises : that by . these ye might be



2 2

partakers of the divine nature . " (2 Pet. 1 :4 .) ` Be-
loved, now are we the sons of God,and it doth no t
yet appear what we shall be : but we know that ,
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for we
shall see Him as He is."—1 John 3 :2 .

Now quote some texts pertaining to the hope o f
salvation for the world in the Millennium. Acts
3:19-21 speaks of "times of restitution of all things . "
Isaiah 35:10, "The ransomed of the Lord shall re-
turn, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting
joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and glad-
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away ." Let
us consider Acts 15 :13-18 : "James answered, saying,
Men and brethren, hearken unto me." Have Chris-
tian people generally hearkened unto James? No .
If they had, what popular misconceptions would hav e
been avoided? The thought that only the Christia n
Church will be saved and that the only salvation is
a heavenly one to the spirit nature . What did , the
Apostle James say in this connection? He points out
the salvation of the Church in this Gospel age, say-
ing, "God at the first [before dealing with the world ]
did visit [with favor] the Gentiles, to take out o f
them a people for His name." The Church will be
united to Christ as His bride at His second adven t
and will receive His name . James next states tha t
after this work is completed, God will set up His
Kingdom. He quotes from Amos 9 :14, 15, where it
speaks of the earthly salvation in these words : "I
will bring again the captivity . of My people Israel ,
and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabi t
them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink th e
wine thereof ; they shall also make gardens, and ea t
the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their
land, and they shall no more be pulled up out o f
their land which I have given them, saith the Lord . "

In Acts 15 :17 James further says that this earthl y
salvation is that the "residue [balance] of men migh t
seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon who m
My name is called"—the sheep class in the Millen-
nium .

If the world receives a restitution to perfect huma n
nature in the Millennium and the Church receive s
the divine nature, would it not be true to say tha t
the Church is more completely saved than the world ?
We answer, No. Suppose two boys were saved fro m
drowning, and that one of the boys should be given
a very good job by the man who saved the two boys .
Would it be true to say that both were completel y
saved from drowning? Yes, 'indeed! The job is
something in addition to the saving from drowning.
Likewise the obedient of the world will be complete-
ly saved from all the results of the Adamic condem-
nation. They will be fully delivered from all the im-
perfections and misery brought on them through
Adam's disobedience when they are restored t o
Edenic perfection . The Church, . however, will not
only be freed from Adamic imperfections but wil l
receive something additional-the exaltation to th e
divine nature .

Name three common misconceptions which mys-
tify many Scriptures otherwise easily understood .
Wrong ideas of (1) what constitutes a perfect man';
(2) the terms, mortal and immortal ; and (3) God' s
justice. What are these wrong 'ideas in regard to a
perfect man? It is that this earth is like an incubator
where man is in a partially developed state, and
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that when he becomes a spirit being in heaven, h e
is fully developed. But, says someone, is it not true
that the Garden of Eden would have been Adam's
permanent home if he had been obedient? Yes, thi s
is clearly indicated. It is a fallacy which represents
Eden as a home where God was finishing Adam' s
development before taking him to heaven .

In Genesis 1 :27, it says, "So God created man in
His own image, in the image of God created H e
him . " What four qualities made up the menta l
image? Reason, judment, memory and will. What
four qualities made up the moral image? Wisdo m
(see James 3 :17, 18), power, (self-control), justice ,
and love. What two perfect men have there been ?
Adam and Jesus . They both were in the image of
God. What lesson have we in the Tabernacle Shad-
ows along this line? We learn that copper repre-
sents the perfect human nature and gold .represent s
the divine nature . As an untarnished copper penny
looks very much like a five dollar gold piece, so man -
kind when not tarnished with imperfection will be a
perfect human image of a divine heavenly being, bu t
differing widely in degree and scope, being finite .
	 0	

THE GLORY AND HONOR
OF PERFECT MANHOO D

(Lesson 85 )
Text Book : The Divine Plan of the Ages, page 174 ,
paragraph 3, to top of page 176 .
Key Sentence : "David, in the Psalm refers to man
in his original estate, and prophetically intimate s
that God has not abandoned His original plan to have
man in His own image and the king of earth, and tha t
He will remember him, redeem him and restor e
him to the same again. "
Main Text : "But we see Jesus, who was made a littl e
lower than the angels for the suffering of death ,
crowned with glory and honor: that He by the grace
of God should taste death for every man."-Heb . 2 :9 .

In our previous study, we have seen that when we
are told in Genesis 1:26, 27, that man was created in
the "image" of God, that it did not refer to one of
physical form but rather a moral and intellectual im-
age of the great Spirit, fashioned appropriately t o
his earthly conditions and nature . But, asks some -
one, What does the "likeness " refer to? It doubtless
refers to man's dominion—he was to be king o f
earth and its teeming creatures, like as God is the
King of the entire universe . It was to this end that
man was crowned with the glory and honor arid maj-
esty of the divine image .

In Genesis 1 :31 we read "God saw everything that
He had made, and, behold, it was very good ." What
did this mean so far as man is concerned? It mean t
that man has been created perfect and that a furthe r
step of going to heaven as a spirit being was no t
necessary to complete the creation or perfection of
Adam .

When we thus view the newly created man in the
light in which the Bible presents him as a son an d
heir of God, ~ beloved and. owned of God, and so
richly blessed with such lavish tokens of the divin e
favor, we must conclude that he was indeed a cred-
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itable " image" of God and one that God was no t
ashamed to own. Would a man take pleasure in
sending out a blurred and defaced painting, an d
wisely announce it as an image of himself ?

But, some one objects, does not the fact that Ada m
fell under the first test prove that he was not per-
fect, and therefore could . not stand? By no means ;
it simply proves that his will was not fixed, was no t
settled in its determination to do right, to do the wil l
of God . Being perfect, in the image of God, and free
to act out his own will, he had power to obey or
disobey .

Let us now consider Psalm 8 :5-8 : "Thou hast made
him [man] a little lower than the angels, and has t
crowned him with glory and honor . Thou madest
him to have dominion over the works of Thy hands ;
Thou hast put all things under his feet : all sheep and
oxen, yea, the beasts of the field, the fowl of the air ,
and the fish of the sea . " To whom does this text ap-
ply? To man in his original perfection, and by in-
timation to the human race when they shall hav e
received the full benefit of restitution at the end o f
the Millennium .

What does the glory and honor in this text refer
to? When made perfect, man's glory of person will
not, as now, be dependent on gold and gems an d
costly array, but will have for its foundation the dig-
nity and true beauty of character . Gems of intellec-
tual be.auty will sparkle in the eyes ; the chisel of
thought and the mallet of experience will fashion
the features to forms of beauty such as art has neve r
yet dreamed of ; and the mantle of an established
character of purity and righteousness and true holi-
ness will clothe it more gloriously and royally tha n
purple and scarlet and fine linen . Naturally and
without compulsion the beasts and cattle and fis h
and fowl will be his willing servants .

The apostle quotes from Psalm 8 :5-8 in Heb . 2 :6-9 .
What is his line of argument? That God's original
plan to make man perfect has not been permanentl y
abandoned. He says "But now [since the fall and for-
feiture of the estate, though God purposed to re -
store mankind to the lost estate] we see not yet al l
things [restored again] put under him . But"—what
do we see? Is there any evidence of the long-prom-
ised restitution? 0 yes, says Paul— "we see Jesus ,
who was made a little lower than the angels [a man ]
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory an d
honor [of perfect humanity so as to be a correspond-
ing price for the man, Adam] . "

Does a "little lower" in these texts mean a littl e
while lower? No, the best authorities show it mean s
a little less in degree and yet perfect . To be "a littl e
lower than the angels" implies a high standard of
perfection for mankind. They are creatures of th e
dust, indeed, whose breath is in their nostrils . Aye !
but more! they are creatures stamped with God's
glorious image, though sadly marred, and they will ,
ere long, again fully reflect the perfect likeness of
their Creator .

2 3

ANGELIC AND DIVINE NATURE S

(Lesson 86 )
Text Book : The Divine Plan of the Ages, page 176 .
Key Sentence : "Christ at His resurrection was mad e
`so much better' than perfect angels as the divin e
is superior to the angelic nature . "
Main Text : "Who being in the brightness of His glo-
ry, and the express image of His person, and uphold-
ing all things by the word of His power, when H e
had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high ; being made so
much better than the angels, as He bath by inherit-
ance obtained a more excellent name than they ."-
Hebrews 1 :3, 4.

What are the different groups listed in the tabl e
at the top of page 176 of the text book ?

1. Heavenly or Spiritual Beings
2. Earthly or Animal Being s
3. Vegetables
4. Minerals
What quality is found in group one and two tha t

is not found in group three and four? Conscious
intelligence. It is interesting to note that the Bible
refers to, all in these two groups as being souls . But
someone may ask, Where does the Bible speak o f
fish as being souls? In Genesis 1 :20, "And God said ,
Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving
creature [margin, soul] that hath life ." Also in Gen-
esis 1 :30, "And to every beast of the earth, and t o
every fowl of the air, and to everything that creep-
eth upon the earth, wherein there is life [margin,
a living soul], I have given every green "herb for
meat : and it was so . "

But does the Bible refer to God as being a soul ?
Yes, in Hebrews 10 :38, "Now the just shall live b y
faith: but if any man draw back My soul [God's ]
shall have no pleasure in him ." We must bear in
mind that while the Bible refers to all in these two
groups as being souls, it also, in an accommodated
sense, speaks of each one as having a soul—mean-
ing that each one has existence as a conscious sen-
tient being . We use our English word "being'' in th e
same manner . We speak of some one as a "being"
and also as having "being" . Life and soul are syn-
onymous.

In group one, we are shown that the divine nature
is not only the highest spirit nature but also that
it is much higher than the angelic nature. The chart
also shows that the angelic nature—the lowest of
the spirit natures is higher than the human natur e
shown in the chart in group two as the highest i n
that group of animal natures. Is there any Scripture
to support this line of thought? Yes, in Hebrews ,
the first and second chapters. This epistle is writ-
ten to the Hebrew Christians and has as its objectiv e
to show first, that the Law Covenant of the Jewis h
Age is to be superseded by the New Covenant in th e
Millennial Age; second, that the New Covenant will
succeed where the Law Covenant failed because i t
will not only be based on better sacrifices but will
also have a better Mediator; third, that the Jewish
priesthood finds its antitype in a greater priesthood
consisting of Jesus and the church as New Crea-
tures . See Heb . 7 to 10 .
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The first two chapters, together with chapter s
seven to ten, inclusive, of the epistle meet the ar -
gument of many of the Jews that the Law Covenan t
was a permanent arrangement because God ha d
used the angels to give this Law Covenant to them .
They also thought that the fact. that Jesus was lower
than the angels showed that ;God would not use Him
to give them another arrangement . Galatians 3 :19.
reads : "Wherefore then serveth the law? It wa s
added because of transgressions, till the seed should
come to whom the promise was made; and it was
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator . "

The Apostle Paul in Hebrews one and two show s
that Jesus was made a little lower than the angel s
so that He could be a ransom ;price for Adam and
his race (Heb. 2:9), but that now God had raised
Him to the divine nature "the express image of His
person." (Heb. 1 :3.) He also shows that the fac t
that Jesus will have a church , as His body who will
share His experiences, it was necesary for them to
be redeemed by One who would have a human bu t
perfect nature to sacrifice and that they, like Him ,
would, through baptism into sacrificial death, b e
fitted to be in the Millennial Age, the great sympa-
thetic, capable High Priest for the world . Read these
two chapters and note how the apostle repeatedly
quotes from the Old Testament and presents one lin e
of logic after another to support these thoughts. In-
cidentally he is making clear that the perfect human
nature that Jesus had was a little lower than the
angels and that the divine nature He now has i s
much higher than the angelic nature .

In what way does the third group in the chart
located on the top of page 176 in the text book dif-
fer from the others? The third group consisting o f
the 'reg to c a,11 is higher than the fourt h
group, the mineral domain, in that each one in th e
third group has life. The, beings in the first and
second groups have intelligence and are sentient ,
whereas none in group three possesses intelligence .

Give a definition of the word, ,nature . We are here
using the word, nature, in the, sense of a plane of
being. Each plane has certain equalities, which are
different in either kind or degree from that of an -
other plane .
	 0	

JESUS, THE RANSOM PRIC E

(Lesson 87 )

Text Book : The Divine Plan, of the Ages, pages 177
and 178 .
Key Sentence : "Paul tells us that He [Jesus] took
not the nature of angels, one step lower than Hi s
own, but that He came down two steps and took th e
nature of men—He became a . man; He was ` made
flesh .' "

Main Text : "For the Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which was lost.bi-Luke 19 :10 .

Is there a great difference between m.an as he is
now and as Adam was in the Garden of Eden? Yes ,
indeed. Adam was perfect, arid"from his original
perfection, mankind in general, has fallen both mor-
ally and physically as the Scriptures attest, "there i s
none righteous, no, not one ." (Rom. 3 :10 .) Is ther e
any difference in man's features now and then? Yes,
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the mental strength and moral grandeur of perfec t
manhood which were originally stamped on man' s
features have been weakened by sin and hence this
image of God is now considerably blurred .

But, someone in our class says, Is it not true that
the message of the Gospel has had an uplifting ef-
fect which has helped to stop the downward trend
from that original perfection? We answer that onl y
a few have tried to change their course and retrace
their steps. In fact, to trace all the steps and reac h
the original perfection, has been impossible, though
the effort of some to do so has been commendable ,
and not without beneficial results .

In our text book, Luke 19:10 is quoted, "For the
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost ." What is this text intended to prove? Tha t
the human perfection which Adam had and the
earthly paradise home which he possessed in the
Garden of Eden are what Jesus came to redeem at
His first advent and will give to mankind at Hi s
second advent in the "times of restitution [Greek ,
restoration] of all things ." (Acts 3 :19-21 .) Note also
Luke 15:4-7, where in the parable of the lost sheep ,
mankind is referred to as having gone astray from
God.. Jesus not only finds (ransoms) the lost sheep
but He also brings it home (gives it restitution) and
says, "Rejoice with Me ; for I have found My sheep
which was lost . "

In 1 Timothy 2 :6, we are told that Jesus gave Him -
self "a ransom for all . " Reasoning from this text ,
what conclusion would we come to as to whether o r
not Adam was a perfect man or a perfect spiri t
being? The word ransom means a correspondin g
price, and the fact that Jesus was changed from th e
spirit plane to the earthly human plane to be man' s
ransom shows that Adam was not a spiritual being .
Note Hebrews 2 :9, "But we see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and honor ; that He by
the grace of God should taste death for every man . "
See also John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us ." When Jesus became a man,
did He take one step or two steps down? We reply ,
two steps. One step down would have been to the
angelic nature. This is brought out by St . Paul in
Hebrews' 2 :16, "For verily He took not on Him the
nature of angels ; but He took on Him the seed of
Abraham . " Note also Philippians 2 :7, "But made
Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the
form of a servant, and was made in . the likeness of
men.".

What about the nominal church song which says ,
"I want to be an angel and with the angels stand" ?
We answer that these words are based on a mis-
understanding of the Scriptures . All spirit being s
are not angels . Jesus in His prehuman existence, was
higher than the angels . As a result of His obedienc e
in becoming man's ransom, "God bath highly exalte d
Him," to a nature higher than that He had in Hi s
prehuman existence . (Phil. 2 :8, 9 .) He now has the
divine nature and is "so much better than the an-
gels . "—Heb. 1 :4 .

From the proof texts 'and the lines of argument
in this and the preceding lessons, what conclusio n
can we come to as to mankind's condition when
brought up to perfection? They will not be spiri t
beings, but human beings .
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE

IN THE FAMILY

November 8—Deuteronomy 6 :4 :9, 20-25 ;
2 Timothy 3 :14, 15.

GOLDEN TEXT: "Train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he is

old, he will not depart from it"—
Proverbs 22:6.

THE Scriptures make it plain
that a part of Christian parents'
responsibility is that of letting their
light shine in their own home ,
that their children may be reared
in an atmosphere of truth and
righteousness, and that they may
be encouraged to give their heart s
to the Lord as soon as they come
to the age of understanding . It
is a universally ,recognized fact
the early training of a child exerts
potent influence in after life.
Catholics have claimed that if a
child is trained in Catholicism i n
his early years he will always re -
main a Catholic. This same prin-
ciple is set forth in our Golde n
Text—"Train up a child in the way
he should go : and when he is old ,
he will not depart from it . "

In the New Testament portion
of our lesson we are given a goo d
example of how early religiou s
training had worked to the ad -
vantage of Timothy . In mingling
with the brethren throughout th e
country today we find many simi-
lar examples of how this same
principle still holds true. And
what a joy it is to parents when
they can see their children step-
ping out upon the promises of God
and devoting their lives to Hi s
service. If parents themselve s
have obtained the joy from their
Christian lives which should have
been their portion, they will surely
delight to see their children sac-
rifice earthly advantages in order
that they, too, may make secure th e
spiritual joys of the consecrated .

Parental instruction should no t
stop short of urging children to
make a full consecration to the
Lord. God 's instruction to Israel
was, "Thou shalt love the Lor d
thy God with all thine heart, an d
with all thy soul, and with all thy
might . And these words, which

I' command thee this day, shall be
in thine heart." (Deut. 6:5, 6.) To
love the Lord with all one' s
"heart," "soul," and "might," means
full consecration of everything t o
Him. It means much more than
merely to have respect for the
Lord, and to know somethin g
about His Word.

Then comes the further admoni-
tion: "And thou shalt teach themdiligently unto thy children, an d
shalt talk of them when thou sit -
test in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest
up." (Deut . 6:7.) Worldly wis-
dom would say that to carry ou t
these instructions literally would
make parents seem like religious
cranks to their children, henc e
that the children might be "soured "
against everything pertaining to
the Bible . But this is not so i f
the instructions are carried out in
the proper spirit .

It is important that parents
themselves properly view the real
advantages of a life of consecra-
tion to God. If their attitude is ,
that serving the Lord is a hard-
ship, that it means the sacrifice of
all joy, then of course the children
will be quick to discern this view-
point, and may resent any influ-
ences which they might think
would lead them into a similar lif e
of barrenness. But this is the wrong
viewpoint. The commandments of
God should not be viewed as irk-
some, but joyous . The 24th verse
of our lesson in Deuteronomy pre-
sents the proper thought, saying ,
"And the Lord commanded us t o
do all these statutes, to fear th e
Lord our God, for our good always ,
that He might preserve us alive, as
it is at this day. "

The underlying principles o f
God's; laws never change, hence ,
while the Old Testament part of
today's; lesson is concerning God' s
dealings with natural Israel, yet
they are equally applicable to the
Lord';s people in this Gospel age.:
It is' still true that we should urg e
full consecration upon our children,
not with the thought of deprivin g
them of something,' but because it:

is for their good . Full devotion to
God is the only condition upon
which any individual in any age
may hope to receive of His favor
and ; have life ; and the greatest
joy in life is the service of ou r
Creator .

If we keep before our children
the fact that the Scriptural rule
of life, or way of living, is the
only one that can be productive of
genuine and lasting joy, and back
up these instructions with an ex -
ample of the joy of the Lord in
our own hearts, then there will b e
little likelihood that they will be
driven away from the Lord for fea r
of the exactions His service migh t
impose upon them. True, childre n
should be instructed in the prope r
attitude of reverence for God, bu t
they should not be given the im-
pression that wholesome laughter
is a sin, or that there is no joy in
His service .

Sorrow and crying are the resul t
of sin and death . "Crying for
joy" is a confusion of emotions
attributable to great nervous
strain; but, normally, joy is not
expressed by tears . God has
promised to wipe away all tears,
and He will do it by removing all
tle; causes of sorrow. The normal
condition of all God's creature s
who are created in His image, i s
that : of happiness and peace . Fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Jesu s
results in some suffering, perhap s
some persecution, some misunder -
standing on the part of our friends
and neighbors. It means, too, that
we ' will be actively engaged in
blessing others, hence will be using
time, and strength for this purpose ,
instead of for ourselves ; but back
of this, and in it all, the true
Christian will have a joy un-
speakable. Christian parents who
are obtaining this depth of joy
from their walk with God wil l
impart this same spirit in their in-
structions to their children . Thus
the children, barring outside in-
fluences over which the parents
have no control, will be influenced
to gladly follow on to know the
Lord . because they will have learned
to. 'think of Him as the fountain



of all that's worthwhile in this
life, as well as in that which i s
to come .

It would seem that the best way
of teaching children concerning th e
glorious character of our God, and
the desirability of being fully de-
voted to Him, is giving them, as
their growing minds can grasp it ,
a knowledge of the divine plan for
human salvation . The stories of
the Bible have their place in the
teaching of children, but we
shouldn't hesitate to teach them
the doctrines also, because it ' is
only through these that God's will,
character and plan are the mor e
readily understood and appreci-
ated .
QUESTIONS :

What should be the ultimate aim in
the religious instruction of children ?

What viewpoint should parents see k
to give their children as to why they
should devote their lives fully to God ?

Why is it advisable to teach the' doc-
trines ofthe divine plan to children ,
as well as the stories of the Bible ?

THINGS THAT MAR

FAMILY LIF E

November 15—Genesis 27 :30-35 ; Mat-
thew 5:31, 32; Luke 12:1345. ,

GOLDEN TEXT : "Bear ye one 'an-
other's h.r,. .#,. .-

	

, ."

	

fe'l. il the law
of Christ."—Galatians 6 :2 ..

THE Scriptural background of
today's lesson has been selected
with a view of 'impressing upon the
student the' evil of covetousness,
and how it mars the happiness o f
a family. This, indeed, is an im-
portant lesson to learn, and i t
would seem that the Golden' Tex t
sets forth very beautifully the only
true antidote for covetousness ;
namely, the disposition to be a
blessing to others rather than self-
ishly seeking the blessings which
they enjoy. If we are deeply con-
cerned about how we might be of
help to others, we certainly will no t
be desirous of obtaining from them
that which does not belong to us

The bearing of one another' s
burdens is an exhibition , of how
true Christian love operates. Love ,
instead of coveting that which i s
possessed by and belongs to others ,
is willing, rather, to give up that
which is properly its own, if, in
so doing, others can be blessed .
Paul -confirms this, saying that
"Love . . . seeketh not her own ."
(1 Cor. 13:5) While it is said that
the Vatican Manuscript makes thi s
text read that love doesn't seek

that which is not her own, yet the
King James rendering is fully in
harmony with the most outstand -
ing examples of love given us in
the Bible.

Jesus, for instance, earned the
right to everlasting human life by
His faithfulness in keeping the
Law; but He gave it up as the
ransom-price for the world. His
followers are urged to lay down
their lives for one another. To
be imbued with this spirit is t o
be willing to sacrifice that which
is properly ours that benefit may
thereby accrue to others. It is an
exacting ' test of discipleship, but
when practiced in the church and
in the. home, makes for peace and
happiness . It is difficult to imagine
how there could be selfish striv-
ing in a home, in an ecclesia, o r
even among nations, if this prin-
ciple were adhered to .

Three Scriptural illustrations of
covetousness are cited as a basis
for today's lesson. The first of
these is the case of Jacob ' and
Esau. Probably in many church
circles Jacob would be considere d
the covetous one in this illustra -
tion. The Scriptures, however ,
give us a ,different thought . It i s
not for us, of course, to defend
Jacob and his mother for their
misrepresentation of the facts ; that
is, in the deception of Isaac . Nor
should we recommend that others
should follow the same course.
-Nevertheless, it is proper tha t

we should notice that the Bible
distinctly tells us that God's loving
favor was upon ' Jacob. "Jacob
have I loved ." , Undoubtedly Jacob
was loved because of his great in-
terest in the great oath-boun d
covenant God made with his
grandfather Abraham. Note a word
of condemnation for Jacob is given
anywhere in the Bible, and n o
teacher in the name of the Lord
has the right to be wiser than tha t
which is written in His Word.

The circumstances indicate that
Jacob's real interest in the birth -
right centered in the promises : of
God. Actually Easq was not. ; de-
prived of the earthly possessions
belonging to the firstborn, althoug h
his legal sale of the birthright, en-
titled Jacob to claim these ''as well .
Jacob's love for the birthright is
held up for our emulation . Easis
carelessness is held up as a'vv'arn-
ing that if any of us are careles s
of our birthright, we shall not only
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The apostle , calls our attention
to the fact that the experiences of
these two men in the long ago wer e
typical. Abraham's natural seed
is indeed to have a blessing, rep-
resented by Esau's blessing ; but
Abraham's spiritual seed is to hav e
the greater blessing, typified by
Jacob 's inheritance. The earthly
seed 'inherit the earthly blessing .
The spiritual seed give up all their
earthly rights that they may be
possessors of the spiritual promise s
in which the natural man has no
interest .

As it ,was quite proper for Jacob
to earnestly desire that part of the
birthright pertaining to God's
promises, and in so doing not be
selfishly covetous, so we, too, ma y
properly set our affections on that
glorious inheritance which God ha s
promised to the faithful follower s
of the Master. Just as Jacob was
willing to sacrifice earthly advan-
tages in favor of the promises ,
so we, as Christians, will gladly
forego the "things that are seen "
while we set , our affections upon
and strive after the "things that
are not seen," which are eternal .
-2 Cor. 4 :16-18.

	

.
Our attitude toward God and

H-Iis, promises is reflected by our
viewpoint and use of present privi-
.leges as Christians. These privi-
leges are outlined for us in 1 Co-
rinthians 12, where we are remind-
ed that each one of us has been giv-
en some opportunity for service in
the church. Here the apostle tells us
that we are to "covet earnestly th e
best gifts ." We can properly cove t
these "gifts," even the best of them,
because they represent opportuni-
ties and abilities to serve and bless
others. ' To covet them for the
purpose of promoting self, to the
disadvantage and possible injur y
of others, would be sin .

The second Scriptural referenc e
to 'covetousness as a mar to hap-
piness in the home is that pertain-
ing ' to marriage—the coveting of
someone else's husband or wife . It
is ' difficult to imagine how suc h
could happen in a Christian home ;
but it certainly would destroy the
peace of a home .

The third reference pertains to
covetousness in the form of gree d
for material wealth. The man who.
asked the Master to intervene in
the affairs of his family in orde r
that he might get a share of the
estate was evincing too much in -

26



November 1942 .

	

2 7

terest in riches that so easily be -
. come corrupted and moth-eaten .
Jesus took occasion to remind thi s
man that the abiding realities of
life consist not in the abundance of
things which one may possess. He
might have added—as St. Paul told
the elders of the Church at Ephesus
He did—that the greatest joy o f
life is in giving, not receiving—for
"it is more blessed to give than t o
receive . "—Acts 20 :35 .
QUESTIONS :

What is the best antidote for the
sin of covetousness ?

Was Jacob blameworthy for makin g
sure that he obtained the blessing of
the birthright from Isaac? If not ,
why not ?

Is it wrong for a Christian to ear-
nestly strive for that which God has
promised to the faithful followers of th e
Master ?

MOTIVES THAT STRENGTH -

EN FAMILY LIFE
November 22—Exodus 2 :1-4 ; Joshua 24:

14, 15 ; Ephesians 5 :28-31 ; 6 :1-4 .
GOLDEN TEXT : Charity [love] never

faileth.—1 Corinthians 13 :8 .
THE combination of Scriptures

suggested by the Sunday School
committee for today's lesson indi-
cates a lack of discernment on the
part of the committee between the
two kinds of love mentioned in the
Bible. The love—mistranslated
"charity"—mentioned in the Gold-
en Text, is from the Greek wor d
agape, and is descriptive of the
divine principle of unselfishness .
It was this love which . prompte d
our Heavenly Father to give His
Son to be man's Redeemer. It is
this love that enables a Christian
to pray for and bless his enemies.
Properly understood and acted
upon, this love-principle would cer-
tainly do much. in the way of
strengthening family life .

The illustration furnished in
Exodus 2 :1-4 is that of family love ,
described in the New Testament
by the Greek word, phileo . This
is an affectionate love which reach -
es out to the things which - one
cherishes . Moses was a "goodly
child," and his mother loved him-
she couldn't help it. She loved th e
child so much that she was willing
to risk her own life in order to
save his. It was her child, bon e
of her bone, and flesh of her flesh ,
and she was drawn to her darling
as though by a magnet . This kin d
of love is proper and beautiful in
the home, among members . of a
family. Without it there could he

them, the happiness of their family
relationships would not have bee n
marred. Eve decided to partake
of the forbidden fruit because she
thought it was to her own best
interests to do so . Adam decided
to join Eve in the transgression for
the same reason. God's will was
ignored . Only when . God's will
is restored in the human famil y
will life and happiness again be th e
common heritage of the race. That
is why we pray, "Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done; in earth
as it is in heaven. "—Matt . 6 :10 .

Ephesians 5:28-31 (part three o f
the lesson) furnishes another ad-
monition regarding true famil y
love,,, particularly that which shoul d
exist between husbands and wives .
Here Is the thoughtfulness and
closeness of agape love for thos e
united in marriage and the apostle
uses it to illustrate the love of
Christ for His church . Both the
Heavenly Father and Christ lov e
the church with this unselfish, fully
devoted family love because th e
Church is a part of the divin e
family. Indeed, the Heavenly Fa-
ther ' s love for His own surpasses
that sof mother love, for do we not
read that though ,a mother may
forget her sucking child, yet will
He not forget us?—Isa. 49 :15 .

An affectionate love for tha t
which` is our own, can be pure an d
wholesome, although as it is often
practiced by members of the fallen
race, it is not generally so . If it
is .mistakenly substituted for the
great' principle of unselfishness
(agape) love it can lead to trouble
in the church. It could cause one
to 'love some of the brethren be -
cause of being specially attracte d
to them by ties of flesh or other -
wise; while ignoring other brethre n
who may need help. It could cause
one to sanction the deeds of breth-
ren .which are wrong . God has a
tender, affectionate interest in all
the brethren, and we, too, should
have this same interest in them .
As; -Christians, the entire .. house-
hold; of God should be esteemed
as .:members of our family, and we
shell,ld love and cherish them all,
unselfishly.
QUESTIONS :

What are the two kinds of love men -
tinned' in the Bible ?

both Adam and Eve adhered to it iri
What
family

is ess
life .

ential to abiding happines s

by obeying God rather than taking

	

.What is the strongest of all family
a course which seemed best to tied?

no strong family ties.
:How grand it will be when the

entire family of Adam, restored to
human perfection, and with the
law of God written in their hearts ,
are influenced in their attitude
towards each other by this tender ,
affectionate love! Through our
first parents, sin entered into th e
world, since then, each individual
member of, the human family has
been looking out chiefly for his
own interests, and the interests of
those in his immediate family cir-
cle . Frequently even in the family ,
selfishness in the individual de -
stroys the genuine interest men
and 'women should- have in thos e
who are near to them by ties of
flesh or by marriage.

Throughout the ages since Eden ,
selfishness and distrust have de-
stroyed the happiness of the human
family as a whole. During the
Messianic Kingdom, however, thi s
condition will be remedied. A pure
message of truth will be turned to
the people, and under its influenc e
they will learn to call upon the
name of the Lord, to serve Him
with one consent. (Zeph . 3:8, 9 . )
Through this universal and united
worship of the true God, a world -
wide community of interest and
mutual love will be establishe d
among all the peoples of the earth ,
and the whole human race will be-
come one happy and united famil y
of God .

In Joshua 24 :14 and 15 (the sec-
ond section of our lesson) the im-
portance of recognizing and wor-
shiping the true God as a bond of
unity in the home is emphasized .
In order to have perfect harmony
and complete joy and happiness in
the home it is necessary for each
member to recognize that his first
allegiance is to God, and that lov e
for husband, wife, parents or chil-
dren, is a part of God's will for
them. A proper recognition by all
in the family of the sovereignty
of God's will, tends to bridge th e
difficulties that may arise on ac -
count of individual preferences an d
varying temperaments .

This same God-first principle
will also have much to do with the
happiness of the restored human
family, as we have already noted .
Failure to recognize this principle
led to the tragedy in Eden Had



THE MISSION O F

THE CHURC H

November 29—Matthew 18 :15-17f Acts
1 :8 ; 2 :42 ; 6 :1-4 ; 11 :27-39; 13 :1-3 ; 1 John 1 :3.
GOLDEN TEXT: As My Father hath
sent Me, even so send I you .-1 John 1 :3.

THE last Scriptural citation fo r
today 's lesson (1 John 1 :3) sum-
marizes what constitutes the mis-
sion of the church. "That which
we have seen and heard declare
we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us : and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and
with His Son Jesus Christ ." The
Greek word here translated "fel-
lowship," literally means, partner-
ship . John is telling us, therefore,
that we have a partnership with
the Father and with the Son . This
is in keeping with what Jesus says
in the Golden Text—"As My Fa-
ther hath sent Me, even so send
I you. "

Briefly stated, then, the mission
of the church is to cooperate in
the divine program for the re-
covery of a lost race . It was for
this purpose that the Father sen t
Jesus into the world, and by , the

' invitation to become His disciples ,
we are offered'a partnership, with
the Father and the Son in this gi-
gantic undertaking. Practically all
denominational churches have un-
derstood that it was the work of
Christians to convert the world ,
that the people might 'thus be
saved through Christ ; but gen-
erally speaking, there has been 'a
failure to recognize what ' consti-
tutes salvation, and ' also the ' fact
that this work of the church 'em-
braces two ages instead of merely
the present one .

A related misunderstanding of
the divine plan is the erroneous
view that the church should en-
deavor to bring the whole worl d
into its membership. This 'view
has led to the wrong practice o f
applying to mankind in general ,
promises and regulations whic h
belong exclusively to consecrated
followers of Jesus : The severa l
Scriptural citations constituting to -
day's lesson, for example, are fdr
the exclusive giiidance of ' thos e
who are following in the footsteps
of Jesus, and are intended to
regulate the affairs of the church ,
not of the world .

	

'
Acts 1 :8 defines the 'Christian's

present responsibility toward th e
world of mankind in general—it is

not to 'convert the world in thi s
age, but to ' be "witnesses" . to the
world. The church is to be a "cit y
set on an hill which cannot b e
hid. " (Matt . 5:14.) But our wit-
nessing should not be conducte d
with the thought of making church
members of ail mankind .

As the witness work is carrie d
on, one here and there appreciate s
the message, responds to it and be-
comes a follower of the Master .
Thus members are added .to the
church—a people for God's nam e
is selected from. among the ,Gen-
tiles. (Acts 15 :13-18 .) The present
objective of our mission, then, is
to build up and strengthen each
other as Christians, that we ma y
"continue stedfastly in the apostles '
doctrine and fellowship."-Acts
2 :42 .

Although, as we have seen, , prop-
er Christian activity does include
giving a witness to the world, yet
the chief object of all our _activity
should be to serve the brethren .
This service is primarily a spiritual
one, yet no true Christian will ne-
glect the temporal needs . of hi s
fellow members in the body of
Christ . Our lesson (Acts 6 :1-4 )
presents a very interesting accoun t
of how some of the temporal needs
of the brethren were cared for in
the early church . It was ' done
through a proper distribution of
opportunities .

When it was discovered that not
all in the church were receiving the
care they needed, then the apos-
tles realizing their own limitations,
arranged to have brethren not
specially adapted for teaching,
"serve tables. " It was in this con-
nection that the office of deaco n
was introduced into the church ,
and the' purpose of it was to allo w
those specially adapted to serve in
spiritual matters to devote their
whole time in this direction . This
was not with the thought, how -
ever, that the deacons were no t
spiritually minded brethren, nor
that it would be wrong for them to
minister in spiritual things as prop-
er opportunity afforded. . . ' It, was
merely distributing the opportuni-
ties of service among the ones best
suited by time and circumstance s
to use them efficiently .

The first Christian martyr ; Ste
phen, was a deacon in the church ;
but' this did not militate \°against
his giving one of the most out-

The Dawn

standing witnesses for the truth
that is recorded in the Bible . (Acts
7 :2-53.) Not only elders and dea-
cons, but all the consecrated, sis-
ters as well as brothers, are com-
missioned by the Holy Spirit to
bear witness to .the trtuth, and
should be zealous in so doing. In
keeping with proper order in th e
church, however, only the duly ap-
pointed elders should officiate as
public servants in the ecclesias .
Deacons, if they possess the nec-
essary talent, may later be elected
as elders, and for this reason it i s
advisable that they be given oppor -
tunities to serve under the super -
vision of elders in order to gain
the necessary valuable experiences .

The lesson of Acts 13 :1-3 is that
the Lord, through the Holy Spirit ,
does the choosing of His own serv-
ants, and this is to be done now
through the _ vote of the church .
Thus_ it is that God sets every
member in the body of Christ as
it pleaseth Him . Every fully con-
secrated follower of the Master wil l
be pleased with the place the Lord
assigns to him in the divine service ,
and will endeavor to be faithful .

Matthew 18 :15-17 shows that the
church is also expected to judge
matters pertaining to the spiritual
welfare of its own members . This
is as it should be ; for the church is
to judge the world in the Millennia l
age, hence is now in training fo r
that future work . (1 Cor. 6:1-4. )
As we have already noted, the ul-
timate purpose of the church ' s call-
ing is to share with Christ in rec -
onciling the whole world of man -
kind to God during the Kingdo m
period. All of her present activity ,
therefore, is in preparation for that
future work. Happy is the Chris-
tian who in His service of God be -
comes more and more imbued with
that great spirit of love which is
not only to govern' present activi-
ties, spiritual and temporal, but ,
through the church, is later to be
imparted to all mankind.
QUESTIONS :

Is the church expected to convert th e
world during this age ?

Are consecrated Christians to mani-
fest an interest in the material as well
as the spiritual welfare of their breth-
ren ?

In what sense is the church now in
training for her future work with
Christ?
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THE MEANING OF
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

December 6—Colossians 3 :1-17 .
GOLDEN TEXT: Now ye are the body
of Christ, and members in particular.

-1 Corinthians 12 :27 .
TODAY'S lesson is one of out -

standing importance to all who ar e
endeavoring to be true followers o f
the Master. The "meaning" of
church membership can be viewed
from two standpoints . First, let
us consider it from the standpoint
of its object, or purpose . The Gold-
en Text sets this meaning forth
very beautifully and very clearly ,
although only the Spirit-enlight-
ened can grasp the full import of
what is meant . "Ye are the body
of Christ," says the apostle.

For four thousand years, Go d
had been promising the coming
of the Messiah, the Christ. The
early church had accepted Jesus .
as the foretold One ; but not unti l
the mystery which had been hid -
den from ages and from genera-
tions had been revealed was it
known that Jesus alone was no t
the complete fulfilment of the Mes-
sianic prophecies . To illustrate the
matter, the apostle uses the head
and body of a man, telling us that
Jesus is the head, and the churc h
is the body of THE Christ .

This opens up a wonderful field
of thought . God's promises wer e
to the effect that through the
Christ all the families of the earth
were to be blessed with life an d
happiness in an earthly paradise .
This great work was to be accom-
plished by means of a thousand -
year reign of the Messianic King -
dom. If the complete Messiah, or
Christ, includes the church as Hi s
body members, then it is obviou s
why the nations have not yet been
blessed by Messiah ' s Kingdom. It
is because the Messiah, the Christ,
is not yet complete .

The second standpoint fro m
which the meaning of church mem-
bership may be viewed is that o f
how it should affect the lives of
those who are striving to be faith-
ful members of the true church
whose names are written in heaven .
This "meaning" is clearly shown
in the Scriptural lesson—Colos-
sians 3 :1-17 . The first four verses
of this lesson set forth the true
philosophy of the Christian life ,
and by analyzing them carefully
we find that it is much more than

merely adhering to a high moral
standard, and much more, too, than
being devotional and reverential .
We say that the Christian life i s
"more" than these things, because
we cannot be Christians without
being devotional and reverential ,
and without adhering strictly to a
high moral standard .

But the Christian life goes 'fa r
beyond these elementals . It has
to do, first of all, with being dead
with Christ—"planted together in
the likeness of His death." (Rom .
6 :3-5.) Christ died that we might
have life, and that all mankin d
might have life. What does it
mean, then, that His followers
must die with Him? Paul explain s
that their death is in the likeness
of His death. Christ died as a sac-
rifice for sin, not because He was
a sinner . Romans 6:10 says, "For
in that He died, He died unto sin
once: but in that He liveth, He
liveth unto God." Jesus' death
"unto sin" was sacrificial--a sin -
off ering .

Can Christians die like that?
Yes! Romans 6:11 continues,
"Likewise"—that is, in the same
manner—"reckon ye also your -
selves to be dead indeed unto sin ,
but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. " Here then is
the reason why, instead of receiv-
ing perfect life when we accept
Christ, we are given the opportuni-
ty to die with Him—it is becaus e
God authorizes us to "reckon" it
as a sacrifice for sin. We know
that we have nothing to offer to
God that could really be thus ac-
cepted, but we would be denying
the efficacy of .the Ransom if we
said that its merit could not make
up for our deficiency, thus enabling
God to count us as perfect, and ou r
bodies "holy and acceptable" as a
" living sacrifice. "—Romans 12 :1 .

This is wondrous grace, indeed !
But it becomes even more wonder-
ful when we realize that by dyin g
with the Master, sacrificially, we
may also live with Him in glory ,
honor, and immortality . Roman s
6:10 further declares of Jesus that
"He liveth unto God." The next
verse says of His followers, wh o
are dying sacrificially with Him.
that they too are "alive unto God, "
but with these, this is only possibl e
"through Jesus Christ our Lord . "

Living unto God as thus de -
scribed by the apostle means to
live for Him and to be committed

to the accomplishment of His pur-
poses. It means also to dwell with
Him' on the divine plane of life ,
at His right hand. Jesus was ex-
alted to this high position followin g
His resurrection.

The apostle speaks of our already
being "risen with Christ . " This is
not a reference to the actual res-
urrection of the church, nor does
it imply that there is no literal
resurrection, and no literal exal-
tation to glory, honor and immor-
tality . Just as there must be lit-
eral sheep in order to , have sym-
bolic sheep, so the grat realitie s
of the literal life-giving powers of .
the first resurrection are here use d
symbolically to illustrate the Chris-
tian's present walk in newness of
life .

The power of Christ 's resurrec-
tion is already helping the Chris -
tian in every time of need . So far
as possible, the Christian has al-
ready become dead to earthly
things, and is seeking those thing s
which are above . Thus the literal
resurrection becomes a beautiful
illustration of what should alread y
be taking place in the lives of those
who are dead with the Master,
and whose lives are "hid with
Christ in God . "

As we put off the old man with
his deeds, we are to put on the new
man. This means, briefly, and i n
plain language, that the Christia n
who is dying with Christ, and who
is inspired with the hope of living
with Him, will daily display mor e
and more the qualities of mercy,
kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, " longsuffering and for-
bearance. He also will put on
love, which, as the apostle says, i s
the "bond of perfectness ." More-
over, in the heart of all such there
will rule the peace of God . Also,
the Word of Christ will dwell in
them richly in all wisdom ; and
they will be actively engaged "ad-
monishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs ,
singing with grace in their heart s
unto the Lord ." And all that
such do will be done "in the name
of the Lord," with gratitude t o
God through Christ, their living
head.-Colossians 3 :12-17 .
QUESTIONS:

What is God 's purpose in the calling
and preparation of the church ?

What is the doctrinal meaning of
being dead with Christ ?

In what sense are Christians now
risen with Christ?



Talking Things Over
THE CONVENTION AT PITTSBURGH .

THE Fourteenth Annual Convention, sponsore d
by the Pittsburgh Ecclesia of Bible Students, was
held in the Old Bible House Chapel in North Side ,
Pittsburgh, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Oc-
tober 16-18 . The attendance averaged slightly large r
than at any of the previous gatherings, which wa s
rather unexpected due to the increasing difficulties
of travel . The reason for the large attendance wa s
no doubt partly due to the possibility that nation -
wide gasoline rationing and other war-time restric-
tions may make it even more difficult in the futur e
to hold such conventions, hence many felt it ad-
visable to attend this general gathering, as it coul d
be the last of its kind for some time to come .

While there was no special theme text for the
Pittsburgh Convention, the keynote seemed to hav e
been sounded in the opening testimony meeting ,
when a number testified to the great value of as -
sociating with others of like precious faith in thes e
days of trial . It was agreed by these friends tha t
probably nothing would be heard in the discourse s
of the convention but what they could read at home
in Studies in the Scriptures and the "Reprints, " but
that they could not receive the inspiration that come s
from fellowship by remaining at home . And how
true this is! The Lord, of course, makes up to thos e
who are so situated in life as not to be able to meet
T -,1'-_ al :- hi ethren, but this compensating blessing
is not given to those who can assemble, but fail ,
through lack of zeal, or otherwise, to do so .

The fellowship at the convention was unusuall y
cordial and helpful. When the last session of each
day was brought to a close the friends seemed loat h
to part, many of them remaining as much as an hour
later into the evening just to enjoy blessed com-
munion with their brethren. Perhaps the feeling
that not many more such conventions may be held
made all feel that they should get as much as pos -
sible from this opportunity . To note the spirit of
joy manifested in this way reminded one of th e
prophet's words, "Behold, how good and how pleas -
ant it is for brethren to' dwell together in unity! "
(Psalm 133:1.) Surely the words of the poet were

-right :
"Blest be the tie that binds

Our hearts in Christian love ;
The fellowship of kindred minds

Is like to that above . "
Brother Horace Blinn, of Cincinnati, Ohio, gav e

the opening discourse, using as his text, Isaiah 6 :8—
"Here am I, send me." In this talk several interest-
ing comparisons were made between Isaiah' s ex-
perience in seeing the vision recorded in this chap -
ter, and the experiences of the church during th e
harvest period at this end of .the Gospel age . The
theme of the discourse was that of being alive to th e
opportunities of service which are ours because of
having seen the vision of Present Truth . It was a

fitting opening discourse for a Present Truth con-
vention .

The discourses of the convention .covered a wide
range of truth topics, including the manner in which
God ' s glory is reflected in His material creation . Thi s
discourse was given by Brother Janke of Tonawanda ,
N. Y., and was based on the text, "The heaven s
declare the glory of God and the firmament showet h
His handiwork . " (Psalm 19 :1 .) The tremendous ex-
panse of the universe, with its billions of heavenl y
bodies is truly marvelous to think about . Of God ,
David says that "He telleth the number of the stars
and calleth them all by their names ." (Psalm 147 :4 . )
Brother Janke remarked that if God has the ability
to call all the stars by name, it should be easy t o
believe that He will not forget the identity of any -
one in the resurrection .

The importance of contending earnestly for all
phases of the truth was emphasized, and the though t
brought out that soundness in the faith involve s
obedience to the teachings of God's Word in even
the smallest affairs of our lives . More than the us-
ual emphasis was given to the importance of th e
order and discipline of the New Creation, as se t
forth in the Bible and elaborated upon in Volum e
Six of Studies in the Scriptures. Failure to humbly .
submit obediently and gladly to this phase of the
truth is just as displeasing to God as the rejectio n
of any of the other doctrines .

Consecration, as explained . by Brother Wylam i n
his talk on the subject of baptism, means more tha n
merely the willingness to cooperate with God—it
means full surrender. of our wills to Him, and a
determination to do that will no matter what the
cost may be. Loyalty to God in the little thing s
often constitutes a severe, test of the extent to whic h
we have fully surrendered our wills to the Heavenly
Father .

One subject discussed at Pittsburgh which is no t
often touched upon by convention speakers, wa s
that pertaining to the Christian's proper attitud e
toward the. natural seed of Abraham. Brother
Procter spoke on this subject. We all know of the
bitter persecution now being waged against the Jews
in Europe, and there is a rising tide of bitternes s
against them even in this country . As Christians
are in the world—although not of it—they are mor e
or less affected by the influences with which the y
are surrounded. This is true with respect to th e
anti-Semitic spirit . Followers of the Master shoul d
constantly be on guard against permitting a spirit
of hatred to develop in their hearts toward the Jew s
or anyone else. Brother Procter 's talk was timely
and to the point.

The public meeting, as usual, was held in the Car-
negie Music Hall, the subject for discussion bein g
"Divine Intervention Near . " Six hundred attended
this meeting, and 110 names were turned in at th e
close by those desiring literature . It was a goo d
demonstration of the fact that there are still those
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who are searching for a better understanding of
God's Word. Indeed, as the distress of the worl d
increases, more and more are beginning to look fo r
the answer. Just as Brother Russell pointed out
many years ago, the time of trouble is providing a
golden _opportunity for bearing witness to the King-
dom message . We are confident that many of the
brethren returned home from the Pittsburgh Con-
vention more determined than ever before to be
faithful in letting their light shine for the blessing
of others.

GOD AND REASON

THE Scriptures declare that man was created i n
the image of God, which means, among other things,
that he has the ability to reason. It means also tha t
his sense of justice and mercy and love are but re-
flections of similar qualities possessed in fulness
and perfectly blended in the character of the Crea-
tor. Reason tells us, therefore, that the Creator 's
arrangements for His creatures must of necessit y
be one of consideration and love—that He could no t
be satisfied to see them suffering everlastin g
misery and torment .

The dark-age superstition of eternal torture for
the wicked no longer appeals to those of our en-
lightened times . who are free to think ; although
many are still held in bondage by fear, and ar e
afraid to think . One fear is that if the people
learn there is no eternal torture for the wicked the
world would suddenly become much more wicked ,
that there would be no restraint upon human pas-
sion. This is false reasoning, for the Scripture s
make it plain that the real constraining power o f
the Gospel is love, not fear . The truth is that many
have been kept away from the Bible by the God -
dishonoring doctrine of eternal torture . These ,
when they hear the truth are drawn to . the Lord
and are glad to worship and, serve Him. - The fol-
lowing letter is an interesting example of how rea-
son and love appeal to those who have been drive n
away from the Bible by the creeds of men :

"Dear Sirs : While turning the dial this morning
to find something that didn't have to do with religion ,
I happened to tune in KOY just as you gentleme n
came on the air . Of course, I found out at once
that this program was religious in nature, but yo u
talked like ordinary humans and without the pro-
fessional tone that so distinguishes most addresses
heard on spiritual matters .

	

-
" I listened, therefore, and you gave me serious

food for thought . I frankly admit that I have be -
come sceptical of all things religious because my
mind refuses to believe in the love and wisdom o f
a Creator Who, knowing the end from the beginning ,
would deliberately create a race of human beings
for the express purpose of seeing that the vast
majority of them suffer conscious torment forever.
If the plan which you are explaining is sufficiently
broadminded to allow for the existence of an Om-
nipotent, All-Wise and Loving Creator, a plan whic h
doesn't attribute the motives of a fiend to this sup-
posedly perfect God, then I should, indeed, appreci-
ate the booklet entitled `God's Plan' and any other

aids you can recommend in again becoming ac-
quainted with the All-Wise Deity, Who I believe
exists in spite of the apparent falsehoods which the
various denominations attribute to His Divine Word ,
the Bible .

"Hoping to hear you again next Sunday and to
learn that the plan you speak of can bear intelligen t
investigation, I remain, Sincerely yours, H .L.B., Ariz . "

o-

RADIO CIRCULAR S
THE DAWN hasl come somewhat short of its

desire to supply a monthly circular for advertis-
ing the radio programs. The demand for books ,
booklets, circulars and cards has exceeded ou r
anticipations, and it has been impossible, with
the help available, to keep pace with the volum e
necessary to supply this demand. However, 'we
are doing all we can to meet the situation and
we trust that from now on there will not be s o
much delay in filling orders. We will be glad
for the brethren to continue ordering all the y
need .

On page six of this issue is a group of "Do You
Know?" questions reprinted from an old trac t
by that name originally published by Brothe r
Russell. Our plan is to use these as the subject
matter for the November Millennial Dawn radi o
circular. All regular monthly orders will b e
filled as soon as possible after the first of th e
month . As heretofore explained, we will be glad
to supply these circulars to ecclesias with th e
address of Sunday meetings imprinted on them ,
provided they are ordered in lots of one thousand
or more .

It will be a matter of interest to the friends t o
learn that these circulars have been effective in
bringing responses by mail, especially paid orders
for The Divine Plan of the Ages . Indeed, . they
have been more effective in this respect than an y
type of free literature we have heretofore pub-
lished. We trust that they have also induced
many to listen to the radio programs . Inci-
dentally we might say that the list of station s
broadcasting the message is still increasing, so
that now there are very few sections of the coun-
try not being reached. This means that the
Millennial Dawn circulars render a double serv-
ice almost everywhere they are distributed .

CHICAGO NEW YEAR CONVENTIO N
A note from the Chicago friends says, "We desire

to encourage the brethren throughout the countr y
to start now planning for this ,convention . We are
doing our best to make this gathering the best yet
held here ." A word to the wise is sufficient .



SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
BROTHER . F. A . BRIGHT

Albany, N. Y	 November 1
Jersey City, N . J	 8
Ithaca, N. Y	 1 5

BROTHER N . T . CONSTANT

Paterson, N. J	 November 8

BROTHER W. J. HOLLISTE R
Paterson, N . J	 Nov . 2 9

BROTHER G . S. KENDAL L

Witchita, Kans	 Oct. 27-Nov . 1
Denver, Colo	 3
Ogden, Utah	 4
Provo, Utah	 5
Boise, Idaho	 8
Spokane, Wash	 1 5
Seattle, Wash	 2 2
Vancouver, B . C ., Can	 2 9

BROTHER P . KOLLIMAN

Norristown, Pa	 November 1 5
Baltimore, Md	 2 9

BROTHER R . A . KREBS

Columbus, Ohio	 Oct . 31, Nov . 1
Dayton, Ohio	 2, 3
Piqua, Ohio	 4, 5
Cincinnati, Ohio	 6, 7
New Albany, Ind	 :	 8, 9
Scottsburg, Ind	 10, 11
Indianapolis, Ind	 12, 13
Richmond, Ind	 14, 15
Muncie, Ind	 16, 17
Danville, Ill	 18, 1 9
Champaign, Ill	 20
Mattoon, Ill	 21, 22
Canton, 11 1	 23, 2 4
Clinton, Iowa	 25, 2 6
Chicago, Ill	 27-29, Dec . 2
Gary, Ind	 30
Harvey, Ill	 Dec . 1

BROTHER J. Y. MAC AULA Y

Orlando, Fla	 November 1
Jacksonville, Fla	 3, 4
Mobile, Ala	 6
New Orleans, La	 8, 9
Dallas, Texas	 1 2
Fort Worth, Texas	 13-1 5
Dublin, Texas	 1 6
Houston, Texas	 18, 1 9
Galveston, Texas	 20-2 2
San Antonio, Texas 	 23, 24
Phoenix, Ariz	 27, 28
Yuma, Ariz	 29

BROTHER W . S. MARSHALL

Belfast, Searsworth, Me	 November 1
Guilford, Me	 8
Dexter, Me	 15
Ellsworth, Me	 22
Belfast, Me	 2 9

BROTHER EDWARD MAURER
East Liverpool, Ohio	 November 8

BROTHER R. E. MITCHELL
Paterson, N . J	 November 15

BROTHER EDWIN PROCTER
Brooklyn, N. Y	 Nov . 1

BROTHER T. G. SMITH
Wilton, Me	 November 8

BROTHER M. A. .STAMULA S
New Haven, Conn . (morning)	 November 15
New London, Conn . (afternoon)	 15

BROTHER J. I, VAN HORNE
Duquesne, Pa	 November 1

BROTHER G . M. WILSON

Brooklyn, N. Y ., 71 Remsen St ., 8 :00 P . M	 November 5
Rutherford, N . J ., 112 Mountain Way, 8 :15 P . M	 6
Philadelphia, Pa	 8
Tonawanda, N . Y	 2 1
Toronto, Ont ., Can	 22
Buffalo, N . Y	 23

BROTHER W. N . WOODWORTH

Lancaster, Pa . (morning, afternoon)	 Nov . 1
Philadelphia, Pa . (evening)	 1
Washington, D . C . (morning and afternoon) . . . .November 8
Baltimore, Md . (evening)	 8
Boston, Mass	 1 5
Paterson, N. J	 2 2

BROTHER C. W . ZAHNO W

Saginaw, Mich	 November 1-7, 9, 1 0
Detroit, Mich . . .

	

.	 8
Akron, (Ravenna Alliance, Ohio, territory

	

12-22
Columbus, Ohio	 28, 29
Dayton, Ohio	 30
Cincinnati, Ohio	 December 1, 2
New Albany, Ind	 3, 4
Memphis, Tenn	 6

CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS
SAGINAW, MICH., Nov . 1 . Convention to be held in Sagi-
naw Woman ' s Club, 311 N. Jefferson Street .

ALBANY, N. Y., Nov . 1. Y. W. C. A., 5 Lodge Street.
LANCASTER, PA ., Nov . 1 . Odd Fellows ' Bldg ., 213 W .
Chestnut St . Opens at 9 :15 A . M ."
JERSEY CITY, N. J., Nov. 8. Lawyers' Bldg ., Bergen
Square . First session, 9 :30 A . M .
CHICAGO, ILL ., Nov. 22. The Chicago Ecclesia liolds local
conventions on the fourth Sunday of each month in thei r
hall, Central Masonic Temple, 910 N . La Salle Street .
WEATHERFORD, TEXAS, Nov . 29. Fifth Sunday gather-
ing in Zion Hill School House, near Weatherford .
NEW HAVEN, CONN., Nov . 29. Fraternal Hall, 19 Elm St .
BROOKLYN, N. Y., Nov . 29 . 109 Remsen Street . Openin g
at 9 :30 A. M. Luncheon will be served in the hall

CHICAGO, ILL., Dec . 31 (evening) to Jan . 3 . (See TalkingThings Over.)
PHOENIX, ARIZ., Jan . 1-3 . Details later .

o----

GREETING CARDS WITH BIBLE TEXTS
CHRISTMAS CARDS : A new assortment o f

twelve attractive cards, with appropriate texts .
These are 60 cents the box, envelopes included . We
will appreciate the friends ordering as early a s
possible to insure time for transit .

GENERAL : A particularly attractive card with
the text Romans 8:35-39 in Script, without envelope .
These are . priced at 50 cents the dozen .
The Dawn

	

136 Fulton Street

	

Brooklyn, N . Y .



INTERESTING LETTER S
"Dear Sirs : . I am enclosing fifty cents for book and

postage. Please send me `The Divine Plan of th e
Ages . ' I do like the other books so very much . They
are helping my family and me to understand th e
Scriptures and make them much plainer . Yours
sincerely, J . E. D ., Md . "

"We were all excited when we received the ship-
ment and ever since have been sitting on top of th e
world . I have so much more confidence in pre-
senting what I am sure is truth. We feel as though
our gracious Father has reclaimed us . 0, give
thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, and His
mercy endureth forever . S. B., Ontario . "

"Dear Sirs : I have just been listening to you r
recorded program over KFXD from Nampa, Idaho ,
on the subject of Armageddon, and appreciated very
much the facts that you stated concerning the ful-
filment of that Scripture . I would desire a copy on
that particular subject and any other that is con-
nected with the last day prophecies. I am sure
that your program is proving a blessing to many .
At present I am Overseer of the churches of Go d
in this state, and will enclose one of our teachings .
I also want you to send the above information a s
soon as possible . Thanking you in advance for the
copies, I remain, as ever, Your Brother in Christ ,
K. W. B., Ida .

"Gentlemen: Please send me a copy of ` God and
Reason' as promised in your broadcast of today.
I listen to your broadcast each Sunday morning an d
enjoy your reasoning and explanation of the Bibl e
greatly . They are fine, giving unusual interpre-
tations which are seemingly sound and encourag-
ing. G. F. S., Tenn . "

"Gentlemen: I am enclosing a money order fo r
fifty cents for which please send me as many of th e
free booklets as you can for the amount enclosed .
Of course I understand that you offer them free ,
but I would like to have a copy of every one an d
will be glad to pay postage on them . We listen to
your radio talks every Sunday morning and enjo y
them so much, and we want you to know that we
have received . more real good and a better under-
standing of the Bible from your explanation than
we have from all the sermons we have listened t o
in the churches ; and we have been going to churc h
all our lives . Sincerely, P . B ., Miss . "

"Frank and Ernest : I enjoy your radio program
so much . I feel obliged to help keep these pro-
grams on the air . It is like sitting at a table of goo d
food when you are hungry . I really feast as I liste n
each Sunday and I want others to satisfy their hun-
gry souls as I have in times like these . I had hunted
here and there for what I am now enjoying and
may God bless the programs . Enclosed is a dollar
to keep the good news on the air . Please send me a
copy of The Dawn, it is full of Gospel truth. J .H.,Tex . "

"Enjoy your programs very much. They are an-
swering many questions and doubts that have been
in my mind during these trying times . Would ap-
preciate your sending me the book of ` God ' s Plan . '
Sincerely, A. W., Mo ."

"Dear friends : Best wishes and thanks for lit-
erature you sent me, and for the wonderful radio
talks so abundantly filled with blessings . They sti r
the heart with thanksgiving to God . There are n o
other fifteen minutes in the world today like that.
Hope I can help more in the future . With my every
good wish, P . O. W., Ohio . "

"Dear Sirs : I am interested . in your publications
and I would appreciate copies of `God's Remedy fo r
a World Gone Mad, ' ` Good News,' ` God's Restitu-
tion Project, ' `The Day of Judgment, ' and 'Arma-
geddon ; ' also, ` God and Reason . ' Then too I would
like a sample copy of the Dawn Magazine . Would
you please tell me of what denomination are thes e
publications. I found great comfort in reading
`Hope Beyond the Grave' as I recently lost my hus-
band and he had never confessed to any faith. But
the teachings in this booklet are so different fro m
anything I have been taught to believe . Trusting I
have not asked for too many favors, I am, Sincerely ,
A . C. S ., Kan . "

"Will you send me the booklet ` God's Plan' ? I
listen to your broadcast every Sunday morning an d
enjoy it very much. It is a help and inspiration in
this troubled world. Sincerely, C . M. C. D., Del. "

"My dear Sirs : Will you please send me as soo n
as possible the free copy of your booklet, `God' s
Plan'? I listen to Frank and Ernest every Sunda y
morning. Their explanations of the different pas-
sages from the Bible could be understood by a child .
Please keep the good work up and God bless you .
Very sincerely yours, E . W. F., Miss . "

"Dear friends : Your gracious letter so inspire d
me and made me feel that your interest in the Chris-
tian religion and the welfare of the poor is indeed
genuine . Your Dawn Magazine is surely one fine ,
inspiring and understandable writing on the Book
of all books . I personally have received such grea t
help from reading your paper and booklets you sent
me. And your Sunday conversation, over the radio ,
is a real temple of learning God 's Word. Please
accept my humble gratitude for what papers an d
booklets you sent me, for they have afforded me an
understanding of God's Word that I have long bee n
craving . May God be with you, Frank and Ernest ,
in your noble work . Respectfully, A . T., Ohio . "

"Dear friends : I enjoy your radio programs ver y
much. I wish your talks were longer . Please sen d
me the booklet `God's Plan .' I received the literature
you sent me some time ago and enjoyed reading i t
all . You are teaching the Bible as I understand i t
myself. You can imagine how glad I was to hea r
your first radio program. I do not find many people
that believe the Bible as we do, so I am isolated
from all that I love in my Bible work. I get dis-
couraged often and wonder if I can even have a
chance to sit under my own fig tree . I am anxious
to get the Dawn Magazine. I even enjoy readin g
your good letter . I find life would not be worth
living if it were not for the hope of God's world of
tomorrow. J. O. S., Mo."



That the Church is "the Temple of the Living God "
—peculiarly "His workmanship" ; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel ag e
—ever since Christ became the world's Redeeme r
and the chief corner stone of this Temple, through
which, when finished, God's blessings shall come
"to all people," and they find access to Him .—1 Cor .
3 :16, 17; Eph. 2 :20-22; Gen. 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :29 :

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polish-
ing, of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement
for sin, progresses ; and when the last of these "liv-
ing stones, " "elect and precious," shall have been
made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
together in the First Resurrection ; and the Templ e
shall be filled with His glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millen-
nium.—Rev. 15 :5-8 .

That the basis of Hope for the Church and th e
World, lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the
grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a ran-
som for all," and will be "the true light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the world," "in due
time ."—Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9; 1 Tim. 2 :5, 6 .

That the hope of the Church is that she may be
like her Lord, "see Him as He is," be a "partaker of
the divine nature," and share His glory as His joint-
heir.—1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24; Rom . 8 :17; 2 Pet. 1 :4 .

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service ;
to develop in herself every grace ; to be God's wit-
ness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings an d
priests of the next age:Eph. 4 :12; Matt . 24 :14; Rev .
1 :6 ; 20 :6 .

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ's Millennial Kingdom—the restitution o f
all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obe-
dient, at the hands of their redeemer and His glo-
rified Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be
destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35 .
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