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THE DAY OF JUDGMENT—This i s

a revised and enlarged edition of our
former booklet by the same name . It
contains a comprehensive discussion o f
all the principle Bible passages which
relate to the judgment day, includin g
the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats ,
and other texts which are frequently
misunderstood . It contains thirty-tw o
pages and is priced at five cents ;
twenty-five for one dollar .

WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE?—
This is a topic which should be of in-
terest to many. Pilate asked Jesus,
"What is truth? " Many since hav e
asked the same question. "What Can a
Man Believe?" shows convincingly how
the Bible answers this question. It is
priced at five cents ; twenty-five for one
dollar .

BORN OF THE SPIRIT—What di d
Jesus mean when he said to Nicodemus ,
"Ye must be born again?" Is it possi-
ble to be "born again" in this life ?
Will anyone be saved except those who
are "born again"? These are some of
the questions this revealing bookle t
answers. Single copies, five cents ;
twenty-five for one dollar .

E'en through harsh noises of our day,
A low, sweet prelude finds its way ;

Through clouds of doubts and creed s
of fear,

A light is breaking calm and clear.

THE MEMORIAL DATE : The proper date this year for commemo-
rating the death of Jesus is Tuesday, April 8, after 6 p. m. Many earnest
Christians the world over will gather that night to partake of the "bread "
and the. "cup" which symbolize the broken body and shed blood of ou r
dear Redeemer . Upon request we will be glad to furnish informatio n
concerning address of these gatherings .
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The "Stone" Which Is Still Rejecte d

T HIS is the month when the Christian world will begin to think
more than usual about those grave events which occurred i n

Judea nearly two thousand years ago which culminated in the ar-
rest, trial, and crucifixion of Jesus, the Son of God, who had come

into the world to be the Messiah and King of promise . Historians

tell us that there has never been a period in human history whe n

so many oustanding events have occurred to change the whol e
course of humanity, as has been true of the last few decades . Actu-
ally, however, this is not true when compared with the birth ,
ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus, for these events, al-
though associated in the main with but one personality, have al -
ready been world-shaking, and are destined to change the cours e

and outlook of the human race to a far greater extent in the futur e
than they have in the past.

It is written of Jesus that he "came unto his own, and his own

received him not . " (John 1: 11) This was the immediate cause o f
the persecution which brought about his cruel and early death .

His "own" was the nation of Israel, and while many of the common
people of the nation rejoiced in his message, and a few days before
his crucifixion enthusiastically acclaimed him king, it was not so

with the religious rulers. They enviously hated the Master, an d
finally succeeded in bringing about his arrest and crucifixion .

Jesus was fully aware that the scribes and Pharisees hate d
him, and on an occasion near the close of his ministry he related a
parable to them which fitted the circumstances so accurately tha t
even they sensed the meaning of it, yet their anger was increase d
and they became more determined than ever to kill him . The para-
ble was of a householder who planted a vineyard, and then left i t

in care of husbandmen while he went into a "far country . " When
the time came for gathering fruit, the householder sent his servant s
to the vineyard, but the husbandmen whom he left in charge sle w
some of them and maltreated the others . Finally, the householder
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sent his own son, thinking the husbandmen would respect him, bu t

they did not. They slew him also.—Matt . 21:33-4 6

Jehovah was the "householder" in this parable, and the "vine-

yard" was the Jewish nation . The husbandmen were the religious
rulers of the nation, and the "servants" who were first sent to
represent the "householder " were the prophets . The record is that
they killed the prophets, and stoned them who were sent by God.
And now they were planning to kill the "Son" whom the Heavenly

Father had sent. After relating this parable, the application of
which was so obvious, Jesus quoted the prophecy recorded in ou r
text concerning the "stone" which the builders rejected.

Jesus himself was that "stone ." The "builders"—the religiou s
rulers of Israel—rejected him. Isaiah foretold one of the reasons,
saying, "He hath no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him . " (Isa. 53:2 )
Actually, of course, Jesus was perfect, "holy, harmless, undefiled ,

separate from sinners . " (Heb. 7:26) He was kind and sympathetic ,

and went about "doing good." He healed the sick and raised th e
dead. He engaged the fainthearted, and extended mercy t o
sinners . He condemned the Pharisee who thanked God that he
was not like the publican, and commended the publican because
he recognized his sin and humbly asked God for forgiveness .

But these were not the qualities the scribes and Pharisees
were looking for in one whom they would accept as Messiah and

King. They wanted a Messiah who would not expose their evil
practices as Jesus did, one whom they could control as a sort of

puppet king; well qualified as a general to raise and command a
conquering army, but satisfied to let them rule and exploit th e

people as they chose . So, from their standpoint, Jesus had no
"beauty" that they should desire him.

To the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus was a misfit . The illus-
tration of the "stone" which became "head of the corner," suggest s
the idea of a pyramid-shaped building—the only type of structur e

which could have a head cornerstone . Such a cornerstone would
itself be a perfect pyramid, so could not possibly be fitted into any

other part of the building . At the same time, it would be the only

stone that could be the "head of the corner." So the "builders, " not
understanding the kind of building the Lord was erecting, rejecte d

Jesus; for they could find no place for him in their own plans, and

the Lord 's plan they did not know .

3
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Laid in Heaven

All the tragic experiences surrounding Jesus ' life were due t o

the fact that the "builders" rejected him. But his exaltation to
heavenly glory following his suffering and death was in fulfilment

of the prophecy that the rejected "stone " would become "the head

of the corner"—not over the old Jewish house, which the scribe s
and Pharisees had so miserably warped and twisted by their selfis h

construction methods, but a new house, even a spiritual . This being

true, it was both appropriate and essential that the "head of the

corner" be laid first, thus making it necessary for all the othe r
stones to be built up to and in conformity with the "top stone . " The

Apostle Peter explains this, as follows :

"To whom [Christ] coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed
indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious . Ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offe r
up sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ . Wherefore also
it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner -
stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on he shall not b e
confounded . Unto you therefore which believe he precious : but
unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders dis -
allowed the same is made the head of the corner. And a stone of
stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to them which stumble at th e
word, being disobedient : whereunto also they were appointed . But
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pe -
culiar people : that ye should show forth the praises of him wh o
hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light : which in
time past were not a people, but are now the people of God : which
had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy . "—I Pet.
2 :4-10

The New Nation

When Jesus let it be known to the scribes and Pharisees tha t

the "stone" they were rejecting was to become the "head of the cor-

ner," he added, "Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of Go d

shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth th e

fruits thereof." (Matt . 21:43) In the lesson we have quoted fro m
Peter, in which he refers to the "stone " and to the new "building"

which began to be erected with Jesus as the "head of the corner, "

he also tells us about the "nation " to which Jesus said the "king-

dom," taken from Israel, would be given. "Ye" are that "holy
nation," he wrote.
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The nation of Israel could have been God's royal or kingdom
nation . The promises were originally made to this nation . But be-
cause they rejected the prophets, and finally killed the "Son, " the
"kingdom" was taken away from them, and, starting with Jesus a s
"head of the corner, " God began to bring a new "nation" into being .
Many are the promises, particularly in the New Testament, whic h
refer to those who become a part of this new and spiritual "nation . "
"If we suffer, we shall also reign with him, " is one of them.—II Tim .
2 :12

The work of God during the present Gospel age has been the
calling and selecting of those who are to reign with Christ in tha t
kingdom. And it is to be an actual kingdom, although this fact ha s
long been lost sight of in the nominal Christian world . But the
apostles and the Early Church understood it. Indeed, they believe d
that this glorious kingdom of the Messiah was very near . They
knew that Jesus would return to set up that kingdom in the earth ,
making an end of earth's long night of weeping and death . Paul
wrote, "The night is far spent, the day is at hand."—Rom. 13 :12

This is the "day" which will result from the reign of Christ ,
who has been exalted to be the "head of the corner" in the messianic
kingdom structure . Yes, this is the "day which the Lord hath
made," as mentioned in our text . "This is the Lord 's doing; it i s
marvelous in our eyes, " wrote Isaiah concerning the appreciation
of those who would recognize in the rejected Jesus the "stone"
which became "the head of the corner ."

The "day" which is ushered in by him is a day which the "Lord
hath made . " It is not man 's "doing" that Jesus is now "King o f
kings, and Lord of lords." The kingdom "day" of blessing is not a
humanly conceived Utopia—not a "new deal," nor a "square deal, "
nor any sort of human "deal," but a "day" of brightness and joy
resulting from the rising of the "Sun of Righteousness . "—Mal. 4 : 2

The Vision Lost
It was not long after the apostles fell asleep in death that th e

vision and hope of the kingdom began to fade . Two apostate view-
points gradually developed to take its place in the hearts of
Christians. The first was that the kingdom of Christ would b e
established by the church uniting with civil powers . The professed
Christian world now knows how miserably that failed . Later there
developed the erroneous theory that the "kingdom" referred to in
the Bible is merely a righteous influence exerted in the hearts an d
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lives of believers, and that when the whole world is converted to
righteous living, the kingdom shall have fully come .

Great and widespread missionary efforts have been made, es-
pecially within the last century, to convert the world, and thus t o
realize the fulfilment of the kingdom promises. Now it is slowly
beginning to be recognized that this viewpoint is just as disappoint-
ing as was the church-state theory, and, because of this, some ar e
now admitting that they do not really know the meaning of Chris-
tianity. This is evident from the following, written by Dr. Charles
W. Ranson, General Secretary of the International Missionar y
Council, and published in The Christian Century :

"It is increasingly recognized that we shall not find answers t o
some of the most perplexing questions of contemporary missionary
practice until we achieve a new clarity as to the Christian meanin g
of history. What do we expect to happen as a result of the mis-
sionary preaching of the church? What is the meaning of Christia n
hope—within history and beyond history? And what is the relatio n
of this hope to our missionary vocation? There is a sense in which
the contemporary crisis of missions derives from a recognition tha t
we do not really know the answers to these questions, or at least
that the answers we conventionally offer are totally inadequate .

"To interpret this revived interest in eschatology merely as a
form of escape from practical problems that have grown too dif-
ficult for solution is totally to misinterpret it . These questions are ,
rather, the result of a new realism which recognizes the cata-
strophic nature of history and seeks an answer to it in the ligh t
of the fulness of the Christian revelation and the Christian hope .
They are an attempt to submit the whole historic enterprise o f
Christian missions to the judgment of the Word of God . "

"It is here indeed that the present judgment of God is upon us .
It may well be that what the Lord our God most requires of us at
this time is a penitent re-examination of those things in which w e
have failed in simple obedience—the insights we have ignored, th e
convictions we have not had the strength or the courage to apply .
This will undoubtedly be a hard road . But it may well be the roa d
that leads to resurrection and renewal, not only for the missionar y
movement but for the whole church militant .

"It is thus my deepest conviction that what God requires of us
is not some stupendous missionary strategy, not some pretentious
piece of central planning, but a humble return to the Word of Go d
wherein we meet once more our Judge and our Savior, and receive
afresh our mandate and our marching orders . "

6
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Here is a frank confession of frustration, and a humble acknowl-
edgment of ignorance as to God's purpose and work through the
church. And it doesn 't come from some obscure layman, but from
a Doctor of Divinity, graduate of Oxford University, the genera l
secretary of the International Missionary Council, and a widel y
read author of books and articles on the subject of Christian mis-
sionary work . Facing the stark fact that the missionary efforts o f
churchianity are failing, he earnestly recommends that all con-
cerned "return to the Word of God " to find out what he really wants
them to do .

It is incredible, nevertheless true, that these great leaders o f
churchianity should have been laboring all these years outside o f
the Word of God . We say "true," because Dr . Ranson admits it .
He says they must "return" to the Bible . One cannot return to that
which he has not left. Jesus told the Pharisees they had made voi d
the Word of God by their own traditions—the traditions of men —
and now history has repeated itself, for the traditions of men hav e
been guiding the nominal church rather than the Word of God .

Increasingly throughout the centuries, these traditions have
been making void the Word of God. The church-state tradition
certainly did this, and while that idea is now frowned upon, it ha s
left its mark upon religious thinking, so that even in the Unite d
States our most outstanding Protestant leaders urge the influencing
of the civil government in the passing of laws which it is though t
will hasten the "kingdom . "

But this is only one of the traditions which have helped to mak e
void the Word of God in our Day. The eternal torture theory is
another. One of the most misleading modern traditions of men is
the idea that the promised "kingdom of God" is something whic h
must be established by human efforts. This erroneous theory re-
jects Jesus as the "head of the corner" just as definitely as the
Pharisees rejected him . They wanted their own kingdom. The
religious leaders of today have lost sight of God 's plan to set up a
kingdom. They have no faith in the idea that divine power wil l
ever be exerted to take over the rulership of earth . They like Jesu s
as a man, but reject the teachings of the Word of God that he as the
king of earth, will rule all nations with a "rod of iron . "

Judgment came upon the nation of Israel, and judgment i s
coming upon the whole civilized world now. And while all Chris-
tendom mourns because of failure to achieve its humanly conceived
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purposes, lo, as their "house " crumbles, Jesus, the new King of
earth, the Headstone over his new spiritual house which has been
in process of building throughout the age, is now taking over hi s

great power to reign . Truly it is the Lord 's "doing," and is "marvel-
ous in our eyes ." Yes, "this is the day which the Lord hath made ;
let us rejoice and be glad in it . "

Let us rejoice, not because the churches are failing, but be -
cause we know that God has a better plan for the conversion o f
the world—a plan which will be gloriously successful, resulting i n
the promised blessing of all the families of the earth. Let us re-
joice in the knowledge and conviction that the "day" which the
Lord has promised, will be one of increasing brightness and joy, an d
that it will end in a blaze of glory to him, a glory which will fill the
earth as the waters cover the sea—not because of human efforts ,
but because it will be his "doing."

This is truly marvelous in the eyes of all those who rejoice i n
the God of our salvation and humbly accept him who has bee n

made "Head of the corner " as their Exemplar, Savior, and King .

The Divine Plan of the Age s
An Old Book with an Up-to-date Messag e
First published more than sixty years ago, there have been man y

editions of this outstanding book, reaching a total circulation of nearl y
10,000,000 copies. Its preview of the struggle between capitalism an d
communism is remarkably accurate in principle, although written at a
time when no one except a close student of the prophecies could even
have dreamed of the startling events taking place in the world today .

For thousands, The Divine Plan of the Ages continues to be th e
textbook supreme—a genuine helping hand in the study of the Bible .
Questions which are in the minds of millions are answered satisfactoril y
and scripturally in this inspiring book of 350 pages . Here are som e
of them .

Why does God permit evil? Is there hope for those who have died i n
unbelief? What is the end of the world foretold in the Bible? What wil l
be the final outcome of present world distress?

Library Edition, including fifty pages of questions, cloth bound, $1 .00;
Pocket Edition, cloth bound, 50 cents; paper bound, 30 cents.
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BIBLE STUDY
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"Da Beloved Bantabas

MARCH 2, 195 2

GOLDEN TEXT : "For he was a good man, and full of the Hol y
Spirit and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord . "

—Acts 11 :2 4

Acts 4:36, 37; 9 :26, 27

ARNABAS is introduced to us
as one of those who sincerely par-
ticipated in the Early Church ' s
experiment with communism. The
believers, having full confidence i n
the integrity of the apostles, sol d
their possessions and put the pro-
ceeds into a common treasury ove r
which the apostles had jurisdiction .
"Distribution was made unto every
man according as he had need, "
the record states .—Acts 4 :34, 3 5

Barnabas was a Levite, and, ac -
cording to the original distributio n
of the land of Palestine among the
tribes of Israel as it was ' carrie d
out by Joshua, the Levitical trib e
was given no land. But at the
time of our lesson Israel had bee n
a subject nation for more than si x
hundred years, first under Baby-
lon, and then, successively, under
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome .
In this situation, there is a ques-
tion as to whether the original
arrangements concerning the lan d
were adhered to .

At any rate, Barnabas possesse d
land which he sold, and brought

the "money, and laid it at the apos-
tles' feet." This act in itself does
not necessarily prove his sincerity
of heart and purpose . Paul sug-
gests the possibility of giving all
one 's goods to feed the poor, ye t
not being moved to do so by the
right motive. (I Cor. 13:3) Ana-
nias and Sapphira pretended to do
the same thing, yet they turned
out to be hypocrites .

However, there is every evi-
dence that Barnabas was wholl y
sincere in making his sacrifice, an d
that the Lord blessed him in it.
True consecration to the Lord
means giving up all that we have.
Unless there is a willingness o n
our part to do this, the Lord does
not accept our offering. In the
case of Barnabas, because he cam e
into the church at the time when
the believers had all things i n
common, his sacrifice meant a n
actual parting with all his material
possessions .

However, the Lord has dealt dif-
ferently with most of his people.
Instead of expecting them actuall y
to part with what they present to
him, he makes them stewards ove r
their "goods" with the understand-

13
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ing that they use their all in his
service as directed by the instruc-
tions found in his Word . Thus the
Lord tests the sincerity of our con-
secration, for he notes the degree
to which we use our possessions
for him, and to what extent, if any ,
we make provision for the flesh .

Joses was the original name of
this beloved disciple . He was sur-
named Barnabas by the apostles,
evidently in recognition of his spiri t
of sympathy and understanding,
this name signifying "son of conso-
lation . " We see this characteristi c
manifested in the wonderful ser-
vice he rendered by recommending
Saul to the brethren at Jerusalem .
These brethren—and not withou t
reason—were afraid of Saul, bu t
Barnabas, having been convinced
of his sincerity, stood sponsor for
him. Thus he consoled both th e
church at Jerusalem and Saul .

Acts 11: 19-26
THE providences of the Lord

are tremendously important in a
Christian's life, for they have a
direct relationship to the purpose s
of God which he accomplishe s
through his people. The time had
come in the divine plan for th e
Gospel to go to the Gentiles . God
had manifested his acceptance of
Cornelius, and the news of thi s
soon reached the ears of the breth-
ren at Jerusalem and in other
places .

Shortly before this, persecution s
had begun to scatter many of the
brethern, and wherever they went
they proclaimed the Gospel, "but
unto the Jews only . " Evidently ,
however, some of these mission-
aries must have heard of Peter' s

experience with Co•rneli .us, for
when they reached Antioch, they
began to preach to the Greeks, an d
with most encouraging results .

The news of this reached th e
church at Jerusalem, where Peter
had so recently reported that
God 's favor was being manifested
upon Gentiles who accepted th e
Gospel ; so the brethren there sent
Barnabas to Antioch, feeling prob -
ably that he would be an impartia l
and understanding observer of
what was actually occurring . And
he was. The account states that
when he reached Antioch and saw
"the grace of God" he "was glad ,
and exhorted them all, that with
purpose of heart they should
cleave unto the Lord . "

We should never permit our
opinions to count for anything in
the face of facts . Probably all of
those early Jewish believers at on e
time held the opinion that th e
Gospel of Christ was exclusively
for them; but how nobly they ac-
knowledged their mistaken view
when the facts proved that they
were wrong. Jesus had explained
that no one could come to him un-
less drawn by the Heavenly Fa-
ther, so the fact that Gentile s
were coming to Christ proved tha t
God was drawing and accepting
them .

Our Golden Text describe s
Barnabas as a "good man" and one
who was filled with the Holy Spir-
it . Because of his wholesome an d
godly influence, "much people was
added unto the Lord . " But re-
gardless of how good Barnabas
may have been, or how enthusias-
tic in the service of the truth, his
ministry could not have brought

10
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anyone to the Lord apart from the
divine drawing and blessing .

There could be no more out -
standing evidence of divine bless-
ing upon anyone 's ministry than
the fact that through his efforts
some are brought to the Lord .
While the Lord is able to cause
stones to proclaim his truth, ou r
spiritual loss will be great if we
do not empty our hearts of self ,
and permit him to fill us with his
Spirit in order that we may be
channels through which his truth
flows out for the blessing of others .

Acts 13:1-3
THE providences of God contin-

ued to direct in the life of the
faithful Barnabas . After reaching
Antioch and noting the wonderful
field for service there was in tha t
city, he thought of Saul, that able
servant whom he had previousl y
recommended to the brethren in
Jerusalem. He found Saul in Tar -
sus, his home city, and persuade d
him to return to Antioch with him
and be a partner in the ministry .

They labored together for a year
in Antioch and then were sent to
Jerusalem to take "relief unto the
brethren which dwelt in Judea . "
(Acts 11 :29, 30) In due course
they returned to Antioch. But by
now the church at Antioch was
well established, and there wer e
several with ability to serve, so i t
was decided to send Saul an d
Barnabas on a missionary tour .

The credit for this decision is
given to the Holy Spirit—"The
Holy Spirit said, Separate m e
Barnabas and Saul for the work "
of the ministry. This followed a
season of service and fasting . Since

11

the record emphasizes that ther e
were three servants in the churc h
besides Barnabas and Saul, it is
reasonable to conclude that in this
service the brethren were giving
consideration to the possibility of
using some of their number in a
wider field .

Jesus, in promising to send th e
Holy Spirit, told the apostles tha t
by it they would be endued with
authority and were to go into all
the world to preach the Gospel.
The brethren in Antioch would
therefore know that they had th e
authority of Jesus, through the
Holy Spirit, to extend the ministry ;
and seeking further guidance i n
the matter, it was indicated that
Barnabas and Saul were the Lord 's
choice .

No details are given as to just
how this decision was reached.
The fact that the congregation
seemingly had prospered spiritual-
ly while these two were on their
mission to Jerusalem probably ha d
a lot to do with it. If they could
be spared to carry material aid to
the brethren in Judea, could the y
not also be spared for a wider
spiritual service? The Lord had
revealed his will in no uncertai n
way, and it was for them now t o
follow his leadings faithfully, whic h
they did .

QUESTIONS :
Does consecration to the Lord always

mean giving up all one's possessions?
How did the providences of the Lord

indicate to Barnabas how and where
he was to serve ?

In what sense did the Holy Spirit
speak to the brethren at Antioch, tell-
ing them to send out Barnabas and
Saul as missionaries?



Paul, a Prisoner for IChris t
MARCH 9, 195 2

GOLDEN TEXT : "Brethren, I count not myself to have appre-
hended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which ar e
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of Go d
in Christ Jesus."

	

—Philippians 3:13, 14

Philippians 3 :4-1 7

II II HEN Paul first learned of th e
great mistake he was making i n
persecuting the church, Christ
said, "I will show him how grea t
things he must suffer for m y
name 's sake ." (Acts 9:16) He
had already endured much of this
suffering, yet courageously h e
wrote from prison of his deter-
mination to continue in the course
which had resulted in so much ig-
nominy and pain, "If by an y
means, " he avowed, "I might attai n
unto the resurrection of the dead . "

Paul was a high ranking citizen
among his own people, "a Hebrew
of the Hebrews," and a Pharisee .
He was not a Hebrew in name on-
ly, but willing to spend and be
spent in promoting the Hebre w
faith. He thoroughly believed tha t
Jesus was an impostor, and tha t
the followers of this false Christ
were doing grave injury to the
Hebrew cause, so he manifeste d
great "zeal, persecuting the
church . "

When his eyes were opened to
the great mistake he was making ,
and he discerned that Jesus wa s
indeed the Messiah of promise, he

did not hesitate to take a stand for
the truth, and this at once cost him
the loss of his reputation amon g
his former religious associates .

He had a wonderful philosoph y
concerning the things which he
gave up in becoming a Christian ;
that is, those things which he had
formerly considered as "gain " or
as having value . Now, he says, I
consider them as " loss . " In the
Greek text the word used by Pau l
means "detriment . " (Dr. Strong)
What an utter change of view -
point this represents! No wonder
he was glad to forget those thing s
which were behind, for now h e
considered them to be detrimenta l
to his best spiritual interests.

But Paul suffered more than th e
loss of his reputation as a Pharisee !
His faithfulness led to weariness
and physical suffering all along
the way; and thus he wrote, "That
I may know him, and the power
of his resurrection, and the fellow -
ship of his sufferings, being mad e
conformable unto his death . "

Paul is alluding to the grea t
doctrinal truth of the divine plan,
that it is the privilege of ever y
true Christian to share in the sac-
rificial work of Christ, -to b e

12
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planted together in the likeness o f
his death, inspired by the hope o f
sharing in the likeness of his res-
urrection . It is this that he writes
about in Romans 6 :3-11 .

But this vital doctrine must be -
come more than merely a teachin g
or philosophy in our lives, if we
are to attain the "prize of the high
calling . " Paul realized this, and
did not hesitate to undertake any
service for his Master regardles s
of how much suffering might be
involved. In this he was a won-
derful example of true Christian
faithfulness, and we can do no
better than to take his advice to
follow him as he followed Christ.

By divine providence Paul was
given one opportunity to follow
the example of Christ in a ver y
literal way. That was when,
through Agabus, the Holy Spirit
testified that bonds and imprison-
ment awaited him at Jerusalem.
(Acts 21:10,11) Paul was then on
his way to Jerusalem, and he
might well have construed thi s
testimony of the Holy Spirit as a
warning not to continue his jour-
ney, but to look for the Lord ' s
leadings elsewhere .

Indeed, the brethren associated
with Paul did take this view, and
they pleaded with him not to g o
to Jerusalem . His answer to the m
was, "What mean ye to weep and
to break mine heart? for I am
ready not to be bound only, but
also to die at Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus . " (Act s
21:13) Those who gave him the
advice to take the safer, easier
course, finally said, "The will o f
the Lord be done." (vs. 14) Evi-
dently he had convinced them that
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his interpretation of the Holy
Spirit ' s testimony was the correct
one .

In reaching this decision Paul
had the example of Jesus to guid e
him. Being led by the Holy Spir-
it' s testimony through the proph-
ecies of the Old Testament, Jesu s
knew that death awaited him at
Jerusalem, and he so informed
his disciples . Peter tried to per-
suade Jesus to stay away fro m
Jerusalem, even as Paul 's friends
did with him. Jesus ' reply was ,
"Thou savorest not the things that
be of God, but those that be of
men."—Matt . 16:23

Peter 's viewpoint was purely a
human one, as was that expressed
by the friends of Paul under sim-
ilar circumstances . But how
prone we all are to permit th e
mind or the flesh to govern our
decisions when the opportunities
of sacrificing and suffering in th e
Lord 's service are presented to us.
If we know in advance that a cer-
tain opportunity of service will
involve great hardship, the natu-
ral tendency is to conclude that th e
Lord's will is for us to go in anoth-
er direction . Ease and tranquillity
along natural lines may not nec-
essarily be evidences of the Lord' s
blessing. They might indicate a
measure of unfaithfulness in car-
rying out the terms of our conse-
cration .

It was Paul 's insistence on goin g
to Jerusalem despite the Holy
Spirit's testimony of what the re-
sult would be, that finally led to
his prison home in Rome ; but he
rejoiced in the privilege of havin g
"fellowship" in Christ ' s sufferings.
Certainly Paul was aware of
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Jesus ' experiences in Jerusalem ,
and that the Lord went there
knowing in advance what the con -
sequences would be ; and it seems
reasonable to conclude that this
example of the Master helped t o
guide Paul in the decision he
reached under circumstances so
similar .

It was a courageous decision,
and if we are following Paul as he
followed Christ, we should not
overlook this example in our in-
terpretation of the providences of
God. Basic to every decision
made by a consecrated Christian
is the fact that he has entered
into a covenant with the Lord by
sacrifice, agreeing to suffer and t o
die with the Master. (Ps. 50:5 )
If suffering looms up in the wa y
which lies ahead, it probably means
that the Lord is testing the sincer-
ity of our consecration, rather than
indicating that we should seek an
easier way in life . Even from a
natural standpoint, one seldom
escapes trouble by trying to ru n
away from it .

In this letter, Paul says that he
did not count himself as havin g
"apprehended . " Later, when im-
prisoned the second time and
awaiting execution, he wrote to
Timothy, "I have fought a goo d
fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith." (II Tim. 4 :7 )
Evidently Paul now considered
that he had apprehended that fo r
which also he had been appre-
hended of Christ Jesus.—vs . 12

His statement in the Philippian
letter might be viewed more as one
of humility than of uncertainty .
There were indications that he
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would be released from prison an d
continue in the service of the Mas-
ter . In this event, he would have
further testings ; and while he
knew that divine grace would b e
sufficient for him, he also realized
that it was not advisable to tak e
one 's standing with the Lord for
granted. In writing to the Philip-
pians as he did, Paul was simply
following his own advice, "Let him
that thinketh he standeth tak e
heed lest he fall ."—I Cor . 10 :1 2

But the situation was different
when he wrote to Timothy. Then
he had reached the end of the way ,
or very nearly so . He knew that
soon he would be executed. The
knowledge of this was a final test ,
and he had reacted to it rejoicing-
ly, and with the stedfast resolution
to be faithful even "unto death . "
Now he was in the position of one
who was not just putting on the
"harness," or armor, but as one
who had gained the victory an d
was ready to take the armor off,
and therefore did not hesitate to
express himself with full assurance .
—I Kings 20 :11 ; 22:34

QUESTIONS :

Why is suffering essential in the ex-
perience of a Christian ?

What does it mean from the stand -
point of the divine plan to have fel-
lowship in the sufferings of Christ?

What is to be. our guide as we seek
to know the meaning of God's provi-
dences?

Relate an incident in Paul's life
which was similar to an experience i n
Jesus' life . How can Paul's attitude in
this be a guide to us?

Why did Paul say that he did not
count himself to have "apprehended "?



Timothy, a Dependable follower
MARCH 16, 1952

GOLDEN TEXT : "Let no man despise thy youth ; but be thou an
example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity . "

	

—I Timothy 4 :12

Acts 16 :1-3

ARENTAL teachings and ex -
ample exert a strong influence in
one's life, and this was true in the

. case of Timothy, a young disciple
whom Paul first met in Derbe and
Lystra . In II Timothy 1 :5 Paul
speaks of the "unfeigned faith" of
Timothy, and adds that this faith
also "dwelt first" in Timothy ' s
"grandmother Lois " and his
"mother Eunice. " We cannot take
from this, however, that God' s
calling of the members of the "lit-
tle flock" to whom it is his good
pleasure to give the kingdom is
necessarily governed by heredity .
However, called ones who hav e
been blessed by having consecra-
ted parents have much for which
to be thankful .

Timothy 's mother was a Jewess ,
but his father was Greek . It was
a "mixed marriage" religiously ,
and despite the great faith and
devotion of the mother, apparently
she had been restricted to some
extent in carrying out all the con-
ditions of the Law so far as Tim-
othy was concerned, for he had
not been circumcised . As a fol-
lower of Christ his circumcision
was not essential to salvation ; but
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Paul decided that his influenc e
would be greater among devout
Jews if he were circumcised, s o
he gave instructions that it should
be done.

Circumcision was not exclu-
sively a feature of the Law Cove-
nant, for the Lord enjoined it
upon Abraham, and it was prac-
ticed by his descendants prior to
the giving of the Law . The his-
torical records of the Bible seldom
give full details, and it may well
be that Timothy was held in dis-
esteem by the Jews because he had
not been circumcised; so Paul
reasoned that there would be n o
point in permitting this handicap
to his ministry to remain, espe-
cially since it was a custom which
had been followed by all the nat-
ural seed of Abraham.

Timothy was a young man —
probably one of the youngest to
engage in the ministry at tha t
time. Paul realized that the older
brethern might not have confi-
dence in this young disciple, an d
that this would be discouraging to
him, so he wrote, "Let no man de-
spise thy youth . " However, Tirrlo-
thy was not to argue with the
brethren to convince them tha t
even though he was young he was
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fully capable of participating i n
the ministry .

Actions speak louder than words ,
so Paul 's suggestion to Timothy
was that as an offset to the breth-
ren 's viewpoint concerning hi s
youth, he endeavored to be an "ex-
ample of the believers. "

"In word . " One's habit of speec h
is a true index of the heart. If
Timothy loved the Lord more than
life itself, and was well grounded
in the truth as a servant in the
church should be, his speech would
prove it .

"In conversation . " This word in
the Greek text is one which mean s
"behavior . " The Revised Version
translates it "manner of life ." It
would include behavior in con-
versation, for that is a part of one 's
conduct . However, it extends als o
to the whole course of life .

"In love . " One might speak
"with the tongue of men and of
angels, " and yet have the wron g
motive . Timothy, for example ,
might display a great deal of elo-
quence "in word, " yet if he wa s
thereby endeavoring to impress th e
brethren with his ability and wa s
not motivated by love, the breth-
ren would have good cause for not
being too impressed by his minis -
try .

"In faith . " Faith in the life of a
Christian should extend beyon d
his belief in the doctrines of the
divine plan, to confidence in God' s
overruling providences in th e
everyday affairs of life . Such a
faith leads to composure and even-
ness of temperament in the face of
trials and difficulties . These are
qualities which are not so likely
to be displayed by those young in
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years as by those who have had
more experience in life. If Timo-
thy possessed them it would b e
another reason his youth should
not be despised .

"In purity. " Purity means un-
mixed, and in the Christian life ,
implies unreserved devotion to th e
Lord and to the doing of his will.
This leads to purity of doctrina l
beliefs, and also to purity of con-
duct based upon those doctrines .
On the average, the young ar e
considered to be less inclined t o
singleness of purpose in life tha n
older people. As one 's mind ma-
tures, and reaps the benefit of
life 's experiences through the
passing years, a fixedness of pur-
pose should develop . But one who
is consecrated to the Lord has an
advantage in this respect, for th e
Holy Spirit, through the Word,
gives him perspective and balanc e
others do not enjoy. Timothy had
this advantage, which compensated
in large measure for his lack of
years .

Philippians 2 :19-2 4
PAUL held Timothy in very high

regard. He wrote to the Philip-
pians, "I have no man likeminded, "
or as the marginal translation
reads, "so dear to me ." Others ,
Paul reveals, "seek their own, no t
the things which are Jesus
Christ' s ." Paul was such a whole-
hearted servant of the Lord him -
self that it must have been a
source of great disappointment t o
him to find so few who had th e
same outlook . But he did fmd this
unselfish quality of full devotion i n
Timothy, and he appreciated it
greatly.
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Many in every part of the age
have rejoiced in the blessings o f
the truth, and have been willing to
serve when conditions were favor -
able, and it didn ' t cost too much .
Not many have caught the real
spirit of the truth, and have been
swept on by it into sacrificial
death, as was the case with Paul
and Timothy. Professed Chris-
tians have been numbered by the
millions, but in the entire Gospel
age there have been only a "little
flock" like these two "examples of
the believers . "

II Timothy 2 :1-5

PAUL'S reference to Timothy a s
his "son" is intended to show hi s
great affection for this young and
faithful soldier of the cross. It
does not indicate that Timothy
was one of Paul's converts ; for,
from the account in Acts 16:1-3,
seemingly Timothy was a follower
of Christ when the apostle first
met him. He had, nevertheless,
been a spiritual guide to him and
probably taught him many of th e
deep things of God.

Paul was one of the twelve apos-
tles, and they had no successors.
Nevertheless, he had such great
confidence in Timothy that he com-
missioned him in a special way to
continue the ministry which he had
begun, admonishing him to commit
to other faithful men the things
"that thou host heard of me . "
However, this commission was not
limited to Timothy, for every con-
secrated follower of the Master ,
from Pentecost to the present time ,
has had the responsibility of carry-
ing the torch of truth and of pass-
ing it on to others that they, in
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turn, might keep it displayed in a
dark world .

To do this faithfully has always
required courage and endurance ;
for those who let their light shin e
are buffeted by persecution and
by the cold indifference of th e
world. It has been necessary fo r
all of them to "endure hardness "
as "good soldiers of Jesus Christ . "
The "soldier" illustration of the
Christian life is one which is well
calculated to emphasize its rugge d
aspects, and the necessity of bein g
prepared to meet with opposition .

"No man that warreth, " Paul
wrote, "entangleth himself with
the affairs of this life . " Timothy
had served the Lord with a single-
ness of purpose which was com-
mendable. He had kept himself
free from earthly entanglements,
and was thus in a position to re-
spond to the call to service when-
ever, and from wherever, it might
come. Paul was now admonishin g
him to maintain this attitude, as-
suring him that to do so would cer-
tainly be pleasing to the Lord, wh o
"had chosen him to be a soldier ."

But singleness of purpose and
the spirit of endurance are not th e
only essential qualities of the
Christian life . Changing the illus-
tration from a soldier to an ath-
lete, Paul explains that one who
strives for mastery is "not crowned
except he strive lawfully." To
"strive lawfully " means to be gov-
erned by the Lord 's will in all tha t
we undertake to do in his servic e
and in the service of his peopl e
and the truth .
QUESTIONS :

Is the Lord governed by hereditary
considerations when calling people into
the narrow way?
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Why did Paul consider it advisabl e
for Timothy to be circumcised ?

What course did Paul advise Timothy
to take in order to prevent the olde r
brethren from despising his youth ?

What was one of the qualities which
helped to endear Timothy to Paul?

Why did Paul refer to Timothy as his
" son" ?

What has been one of the responsi-
bilities of every true follower of the
Master throughout the age ?

What particular characteristic of the
Christian life is illustrated by the life
of a soldier ?

Lydia, ho Ppened Her Heart and Hom e

MARCH 23, 195 2

GOLDEN TEXT : "Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain : but a
woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised ."—Proverbs 31 :3 0

Acts 16 :6-15, 40

LL that is said about Lydia in
the Bible is recorded in these text s
of Scripture. She became a be-
liever through hearing Paul' s
preaching, and offered her home
in Philippi for the use of the breth-
ren. Paul 's experiences with th e
brethren in this first city he visite d
in Macedonia—experiences whic h
were so directly associated with
Lydia and her home—made a
lasting favorable impression upon
him; for years later he wrote t o
them, saying, "I thank my God up-
on every remembrance of you, al-
ways in every prayer of mine for
you all making request with joy ,
for your fellowship in the Gospe l
from the first day until now . "—
Phil. 1 :3- 5

Paul and Silas went to Philippi
in response to the call, "Come ove r
into Macedonia and help us . " Thus
he was directed to leave Asia and
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to introduce the Gospel into Eu-
rope ; and the Lord honored Lydi a
by permitting her home to be the
first one used for meetings in thi s
great missionary effort. Some have
spoken of Lydia's home as the
beachhead of Christianity in Eu-
rope, but it is quite possible that a
church had been established previ-
ous to this in Rome .

Very little is said in the Bibl e
about Lydia, but what we can learn
by reading between the lines, is
favorable . She was a proselyte to
the Jewish faith. Paul first me t
her in a place of prayer where de-
vout women were in the habit o f
gathering on the sabbath day. This
indicates that she thought much
about the Lord and wanted to be
in harmony with him .

The Lord blessed Paul ' s ministry
in this place of prayer, for of Lydi a
it is recorded, "Whose heart the
Lord opened," also, that she at -
tended unto the things which wer e
spoken of Paul ." The Lord recog-
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nized her sincerity and devotion
and drew her to himself throug h
the words of Paul. Thus the divin e
stamp of approval was placed upon
this "seller of purple, of the city o f
Thyatira . " A statement made b y
Jesus is clearly illustrated by this
incident—"No man can come unto
me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him."—John 6 :44

Lydia 's wholehearted acceptance
of the message, and her devotion to
God and to this new and beautifu l
truth which she had embraced, i s
demonstrated by her offer to the
Lord 's servants to use her home as
their headquarters. The offer wa s
more than the result of a fleetin g
emotion . This is demonstrated by
the fact that although Paul and
Silas were thrown into prison, and
the people of the city were stirred
up against them, Lydia's hom e
was still open for their use whe n
they were released .

Thus is indicated that even un-
der the pressure of ignominy an d
possible danger, her zeal and de-
votion were maintained . She was
in business in Philippi, and to b e
an associate of those unpopular
enough to be thrown into prison ,
and later advised to leave the

city in order not to create further
disturbance, could do her business
no good. But this did not chang e
her mind . God had opened her
heart to the Gospel message, an d
to him she would be true, regard -
less of what the cost might be.

In keeping with our Golden Text ,
then, we find that Lydia is worth y
of praise . That she was a seller
of purple might indicate that in
her business life she was dealin g
in commodities which appeale d
to vanity and pride. Perhaps ,
also, her mode of dress and man-
ner of life were in keeping with
her business, and not improperly
so. But her reverence for the
Lord, and her ready acceptance o f
the truth and devotion to it, re-
gardless of the cost, are the things
which commend her to us . And
this example of her life should
encourage us to greater faithful-
ness along the same lines .
QUESTIONS :

How much do we actually know
about Lydia? How do we know that
Paul especially appreciated the fellow -
ship of the Philippian brethren of
whom she was one ?

In the brief account we have of
Lydia's activities in the truth, what
points appear which indicate her sin -
cerity and devotion ?

My Prayer
Being perplexed, I say ,
Lord, make it right !
Night is as day to thee ,
Darkness is light .
I am afraid to touch
Things that involve so much.
My trembling hand may shake.
My unskilled hand may break ;
Thine can make no mistake .

Being in doubt, I say ,
Lord make it plain !
Which is the true, safe way ?
Which would be vain ?
I am not wise to know ,
Nor sure of foot to go ;
My blind eyes cannot se e
What is so clear to thee—
Lord, make it clear to me .



hike, Physician and Historia n
MARCH 30, 195 2

GOLDEN TEXT : "But ye shall receive power, after that the Hol y
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me bot h
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter -
most part of the earth."

	

—Acts 1 : 8

Luke 1 :1-4; Acts 1 :1, 2

UKE, according to tradition ,
was born at Antioch, in Syria, an d
was there taught the science o f
medicine . He is referred to b y
Paul as "the beloved physician . "
(Col. 4 :14) The time of his con-
version is not known . It could
have occurred during the perio d
when Barnabas and Paul were i n
Antioch, his home city. In writing
his Gospel account of Jesus' life
and work, he makes no claim o f
being an eyewitness of the events
concerning which he writes, bu t
states that he had received a per-
fect understanding from eyewit-
nesses .

He addresses his record of
Jesus ' ministry and also the Book
of The Acts to a disciple named
Theophilus. Not much is known
of this disciple, although it is be-
lieved that he was a Gentile o f
high rank, and that he came under
the influence of the Gospel a t
Rome, either through the ministr y
of Paul or of Luke, who accom-
panied Paul to Rome .

Luke's Gospel resembles Mat-
thew's more than it does either o f
the other two Gospels, althoug h
there are important differences.

Luke is the only evangelist to re -
cord the announcement of Jesus '
birth to the shepherds by the an -
gels; while Matthew records the
visit of the wise men, which oc-
curred some two years later.

Acts 16 :6-10; Colossians 4 :14
LUKE must have been a humble

man, for he succeeded admirabl y
in keeping his name out of his
historical records of the Earl y
Church. Seemingly he joined
Paul and Silas at Troas about th e
time of the Macedonian call for
help. This is indicated in th e
record by a sudden change in
style to the first person plural .
Luke writes that after "they"—
Paul and Silas—had seen this vi-
sion, "we" endeavored to "go int o
Macedonia . "—vs . 10

Apparently, however, he wen t
with Paul on this journey only as
far as Philippi, for when he re -
cords the apostle's departure from
the city the pronoun "they" ap-
pears again . (ch. 17:1) On a later
journey, however, when Paul was
passing through Philippi on hi s
way to Jerusalem, Luke seems t o
have joined him again . See Act s
20 :5, 6. As nearly as the record can
be traced, Luke appears to hav e
remained with Paul until his ar-

I
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rest in Jerusalem; and at some
point along the line joined hi m
again as he journeyed to Rome .

In the closing chapter of Acts ,
where their arrival in Rome i s
recorded, the personal pronoun
"we" is used several times, indica-
ting that the historian himself wa s
in the party. And later, when
Paul wrote from his prison home
in Rome to the Colossians, he in-
cluded Luke's greetings with those
of other brethren who were with
him .

It is believed that Paul was
released from this first imprison-
ment in Rome. But later, when he
was there the second time, and
awaiting his execution, Luke wa s
with him. Indeed, when he wrote
his last, and very touching letter
to Timothy, he said, "Only Luke

is with me," so he asked Timoth y
to join him, and to bring Mark
also.—II Tim. 4:9-1 1

As in the case of Lydia, we
know little concerning Luke, but
what is revealed is good, indicatin g
that he was a faithful disciple o f
Christ, and that the Lord used him
greatly for the edification of the
church. Probably he was a great
help to Paul, and may have served
him as secretary during the time s
he was with him .

QUESTIONS:
Who was Luke, and what was hi s

purpose in writing a history of Christ' s
ministry, and the Acts of the Apostles ?

How much time did Luke spend with
Paul, and how do we arrive at this
conclusion ?

From what we know of Luke's life ,
would we say that he was a faithful
Christian ?

Prayer Changes Thing s
IT IS true that prayer changes our heart attitude toward Go d

and toward the experiences which he permits to come into ou r
lives . This, indeed, is one of the great blessings of prayer . How-
ever, prayer does not change the will of God for his people . This
is the reason that sometimes our prayers go unanswered . James
wrote, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may
consume it upon your lusts"—or pleasures .—James 4 : 3

Jesus said, "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you ,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you . " (John
15:7) Some have taken this promise to indicate that we are at
liberty to pray for anything our hearts may desire, but these have
failed to notice the conditions attached to the promise . It is only
if we abide in Christ, and his words abide in us, that we are privi-
leged to exercise such liberty in prayer with the assurance of ou r
requests being honored. This makes a big difference, for if we meet
these conditions the things we ask for will be limited to what w e
have learned the Lord wants us to have, for if his words are abid-
ing in us, we will be guided by them, even in our praying .
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"Since the beginning of the world men have not heard, no r

perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen a God
beside thee, which doeth so for him that wait-

eth for him . "—IsAIAH 64:4, MARGIN

a FEW hours before Jesus was crucified he said to his Heavenl y
Father, "This is life eternal, that they might know thee th e

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent . " (John
17 : 3) This makes a proper understanding of God and of Jesus ver y
essential to those who are hoping to gain life eternal through th e
provision of the Father in the gift of his beloved Son. Since we can-
not actually see God, our knowledge of him depends upon the rev -
elation he has made of himself through his Word. Thus a diligent
study of his Word is fundamentally important to all who want to
know the true God and to be in harmony with him .

The statement sometimes made by those who discount the im-
portance of knowledge that "there is enough in the fifth chapter o f
Matthew to save any man," is not in harmony with the many dec-
larations of the Bible which encourage the Christian to "study" and
to "search" the Word in order that he might acquire that knowledg e
of God which is essential in order to be pleasing to him. There i s
too great a tendency to emphasize merely the blessings which ar e
awaiting sinners "at the foot of the cross " without encouraging the
consecrated to go on from there to acquire a deeper knowledge of
God which results from a more comprehensive understanding o f
his plan of salvation .

However, it is also important to avoid the extreme viewpoint s
of those who place knowledge on a pedestal, as though it were im-
portant enough to be worshiped. If we think of knowledge in its
true light as the channel through which God reveals himself an d
inspires our devotion to him, it is not possible to give it too impor-
tant a position in our hearts and lives . But if we do not so view
knowledge, the search for it could lead to an assumption of spirit-
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ual superiority on the part of those who make knowledge a matter
of the head rather than of the heart .

Texts of the Bible which speak of the "deep things of God, "
"strong meat," and the "mysteries " of God, have at times been mis-
interpreted, even though those who have done so have probabl y
been sincere in their viewpoints .—I Cor. 2: 10; Heb. 5: 14; Col. 2 : 2 ;
1:27, 28

Some claim that devotional truths are the "deep things of God , "
the "strong meat" of the Word . God IS love, and the wonderful
provision he has made through Christ inspires us to love him and
to devote our lives to his service. Faith in God and his promise s
is essential in order to live such a life of devotion, and the Scripture s
encourage us to add to our faith other qualities of character. These
truths of the Bible are fundamental, but not necessarily "deep,"
because they are quite generally understood and appreciated eve n
by those who have little or no understanding of the true doctrine s
of the divine plan .

One who is clever in the use of language might employ man y
beautiful words in discussing the subject of divine love, yet hi s
meaning would be no deeper than that wonderfully simple state-
ment, " God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever -
lasting life ." (John 3:16) Nor could a million eloquent words
convey any deeper sense of our appreciation of God's love than that
expressed by the apostle when he wrote, "We love him, because h e
first loved us. "—I John 4 :19

Types and Shadow s
Writing about the tabernacle in the wilderness and the services

associated with it, Paul speaks of them as a "shadow of good thing s
to come . " (Heb. 8: 5 ; 10: 1) In these "shadows" certain clearly
outlined truths of the divine plan are prefigured . When these ar e
understood they help us to appreciate the beauty and simplicity o f
the truth a little more than we did before . It is possible, however,
to become so absorbed in trying to ascertain the meaning of all the
intricacies of the tabernacle and its services that one could lose sight
of the intended purpose of the "shadows." Some, indeed, have mis-
takenly concluded that only those who are able to explain the mean-
ing of every board, hook, skin, and color in the tabernacle reall y
understand the "deep things of God."
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Some minds seem especially to appreciate the chronology and
other time features of the divine plan . Then there are those who
specialize in the prophecies of the Bible, particularly the Book o f
Revelation. They revel in their efforts to understand and explai n
the significance of every detail of the prophecies. There could b e
an inclination on the part of these to feel that those who do no t
fully agree with their findings, or do not share their enthusiasm fo r
prophecy, lack appreciation of the "strong meat" of the Word.

The Simplicity of the Gospel

There is no suggestion in the Bible that only mental giants ca n
comprehend the essential truths of God's plan of salvation; nor does
the Bible encourage us to think that special spiritual qualities ar e
possessed by some which are beyond the reach of the rank and file
of the Lord 's people. The truth of the divine plan, as well as the
standards of righteousness and spirituality associated with it, are
the same for all the consecrated. The "deep things of God" are
understandable by all who have been called by the Lord to run fo r
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus .

We should not discount the importance of any truth which i s
contained in the Word of God . The great truth of divine love, an d
of the privilege of our development into the character likeness o f
God and of Christ, are certainly essential . The types and picture s
of the Old Testament, when used to increase the brilliance of the
divine plan doctrines, are exceedingly valuable to our growth i n
knowledge . The prophecies also have been put in the Bible for ou r
edification as new creatures in Christ Jesus, as have also the chro-
nology and other time features of the plan of salvation . Let us use
all these for the strengthening of our faith, and for our growth i n
grace and knowledge. But let none of us become discouraged b y
the erroneous supposition that there are certain "deep" things o f
the Word which are quite beyond our comprehension, and that Go d
intends these profound truths to be understood only by a spiritua l
aristocracy among his people .

If in our fellowship with the brethren we discover that the
supposedly wonderful viewpoints of truth we present are not gen-
erally grasped and appreciated, it is better to conclude that we hav e
developed some vain imaginations, rather than to congratulate our -
selves that the Lord has favored us with a "deep" or inscrutable
understanding of some portion of his Word which is quite beyon d
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the ability of our brethren to grasp . The great truths mentioned in
the Bible as being the most profound are, as a rule, the simples t

facts of the divine plan. And this is what we should expect, sinc e
God is the Author of the wonderful plan of salvation through whic h
he has revealed his love and caused us to rejoice in the riches of hi s
grace .

"Which Passeth Knowledge"
There are a number of texts in the Bible which convey the

thought of the profound knowledge, or understanding, needed t o
comprehend the divine plan, and the love of God and of Chris t
revealed therein. In a beautiful benediction invoked upon the breth-
ren at Ephesus, Paul wrote, "That he [God] would grant you, ac-
cording to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might b y
his Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ may dwell in your hearts b y
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able t o
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God . "—
Eph. 3 :16-19

There is no passage in the Bible that gives a more definite sug-
gestion of profound understanding than this one . But is Paul writ-
ting about some special truth which is so "deep" that he knew only
a few would be able to grasp it? Apparently not, for he speaks of
being able to comprehend it with "all" saints. In other words, that
great truth which "passeth " knowledge was, nevertheless, in his
opinion, within the mental reach of "all" the Lord's people. And
again we say, this is just what we should expect .

The Greek word translated "passeth" in this text means, "be-
yond the usual . " In other words, the point of truth which Paul i s
writing about is not incomprehensible, but simply "beyond usual "
knowledge, or that which is not generally understood . Just what
is this unusual knowledge Paul had in mind, and which, in such a
wonderful way, enables us to appreciate the length and breadth
and height and depth of the love of Christ? The answer to this
comes to light as we read the earlier portion of the chapter .

Beginning with verse 2, let us notice the manner in which Pau l
emphasizes the great depth of understanding with which the Lor d
had favored him, that "by revelation he made known unto me the
mystery . " He indicates that he had previously explained this i n
order that the brethren at Ephesus "may understand my knowledge
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in the mystery of Christ . " (vs. 4) He then explains that this pro -
found understanding of a certain part of the divine plan as cen-
tered in Christ had not previously been made known, but "is now
revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit . "—vs . 5

Just what is this vital truth, so profound, so deep, that a specia l
revelation from the Lord was necessary to enable Paul and the oth-
er apostles to understand it? The next verse answers—"That th e
Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partaker s
of his promise in Christ by the Gospel . " (vs. 6) Surely this is a
wonderfully simple truth of the divine plan, yet it was treated b y
Paul as though it were a great mystery, as indeed it was in the days
of the Early Church .

Throughout all the centuries during which God was dealin g
with his typical people Israel, his prophets continued to make prom -
ises concerning the coming Messiah, Christ . The entire nation of
Israel was considered to be the messianic nation, to be associated
with Christ in fulfilling the wonderful promises of world-wide bless-
ings . "You only have I known of all the families of the earth, " the
Lord told Israel through the Prophet Amos.—Amos 3 : 2

With this background of understanding, it must have been very
difficult, especially for Jewish converts in the Early Church, t o
grasp the idea that Gentiles could be "fellow-heirs " with them, and
members of the same "body" of Christ . To those who became aware
of this great mystery, it served as a marvelous revelation of divine

love. It showed that the love of God, was broad enough and deep
enough to take in even Gentile "dogs" and make them heirs of the

messianic promises .

There is much in the writings of the New Testament to indicate
that this particular truth was considered by the Early Church as
one of the very "deep things of God," and Paul was particularl y
desirous that the brethren in Ephesus comprehend it clearly an d
realize that it had been given as a special revelation of the Spirit ,

showing the extensiveness of the love of Christ . Here indeed was
knowledge which went beyond the usual understanding of both
Jews and Gentiles, and yet today it is very simple to those in whos e
hearts there is no racial prejudice. Certainly there is no consecrate d
child of God now who is not able to grasp such a simple fact of th e
divine plan, yet it is listed in the Scriptures as a truth which help s
to reveal the "unsearchable riches of Christ ."—Eph. 3 : 8
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Depth of Riche s

Closely associated with this doctrine which was such "stron g
meat" to the Early Church, was the further truth that even those
natural descendants of Abraham who had rejected the Messiah, and
consequently were broken off from the "olive tree " of promise, were
ultimately to be reinstated into divine favor and have an opportun-
ity to gain life . Paul discusses this point in Romans, chapter 11 ,
and after saying that "God hath concluded them all in unbelief, tha t
he might have mercy upon all, " he adds, "0 the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable ar e
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! "—Rom. 11 : 32, 3 3

In the Greek text the word translated "depth" in Paul 's ecstasy,

"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge o f

God ! " is the same one he uses in I Corinthians 2 : 10 where he speaks
of the "deep" things of God. His reference to God's "judgments "

as being "unsearchable " is a quotation from Psalm 36 :6. The en-
tire passage reads, "Thy mercy, 0 Lord, is in the heavens ; and thy
faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the
great mountains ; thy judgments are a great deep : 0 Lord, thou

preservest man and beast . How excellent is thy loving-kindness ,
O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under th e

shadow of thy wings ."—Ps. 36 : 5- 7

How wonderfully this language assures us of God's loving-
kindness, of the riches of his grace, the abundance of his mercy, and
the righteousness of his judgments! These glorious characteristic s
of our God are quite "unsearchable " in so far as our ability to enter
fully into their meaning is concerned . However, Paul cites a won-

derful example of God 's mercy and righteous judgments, telling u s
that these loving qualities of our Heavenly Father will be mani-
fested in the ultimate salvation of those who rejected Christ at hi s
first advent, and that he will exercise his mercy toward all of them .

This, too, is a wonderfully simple truth to those now who un-
derstand and accept the divine plan of the ages, but to many in th e
Early Church it must have been strong meat ; truth, that is, hard t o
assimilate . Even today there are many professing Christians wh o
cannot take it, refusing to believe that God 's love is abundant
enough to extend the opportunity of salvation to those who die i n
unbelief.
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"Hard to Be Uttered"

One of the frequently quoted texts used to give the though t
that some of the precious truths of the Bible are simple—the ABC ' s
of the plan—while certain other truths are deeper and more spirit-
ual is Hebrews 5 : 13, 14. In this text Paul speaks of "milk" and of
"strong meat," and tells the Hebrew brethren that they were no t
prepared for strong meat, that they even had need that the "milk"
doctrines be taught them again .

What deep truth does Paul refer to here as "strong meat" ?
This is indicated in verses 10 and 11, where he speaks of the Mel-
chisedec priesthood—that Jesus as both King and Priest was typi-
fied by Melchisedec . "Of whom we have many things to say, " Paul
writes, "and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing . " He
then explains to the Hebrew brethren that they were not ready fo r
what he wanted to say to them about the Melchisedec type, that
they even needed to have the first principles of the oracles of God
and "doctrine of Christ" taught to them again .

The fact that Melchisedec was both a priest and a king, and
was a type of this combined office as it is filled in the antitype b y
Christ, is to us a wonderfully simple truth . There is nothing com-
plex or mysterious about it . To the minds of the Jewish Christian s
in the Early Church, however, it press nted a difficulty—not be-
cause the idea was complex or hard to grasp, but because they ha d
been so thoroughly imbued with the thought that everything per-
taining to a priesthood began with Aaron . In their religious educa-
tion Melchisedec had never been mentioned or considered. It was
this that made it "strong meat," or as the Greek text states, "tough "
meat for them to "digest . "

In the beginning of chapter 6, Paul, by contrast, mentions what
he describes as the "principles of the doctrine of Christ . " Accord-
ing to the Greek text, it is really the primary, or fundamenta l

doctrines of Christ that Paul refers to . These, he explains, are re-
pentance, faith, baptisms, laying on of hands, the resurrection, and
eternal judgment. All of these, while basically important in the
Christian life, presented no difficulty of acceptance by the Jewis h
mind, because they were not outside of or beyond his usual tren d
of thinking. Actually, the doctrine of baptism is no simpler, o r
more easily understood than the Melchisedec type of Christ, as both
King and Priest; but to the minds of those to whom Paul was writ-
ing, it was much easier to assimilate, even as milk is to the child .
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A "Hard Saying"

Speaking in the synagogue at Capernaum, Jesus declared that
the only ones who could have eternal life were those who ate hi s
flesh and drank his blood . He explained that "this is that bread
which came down from heaven . " The account adds, "Many there-
fore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an har d
saying; who can hear it? " (John 6 : 53-60) In the same lesson
Jesus said, "My flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed . "
(vs. 55) Now that we understand the divine plan of redemption
as it is centered in Christ Jesus, these expressions by the Maste r
are easily understood . It was simply his way of saying that his
humanity was to be sacrificed for the sin of the world, and that it
is necessary for believers to accept this great fact and humbly yiel d
themselves in obedience to the divine will as revealed through him ,
in order to have life .

But for those who heard it for the first time, and with no back -
ground knowledge of the divine plan to help them understand wha t
the Master meant, the idea of eating his flesh and drinking his bloo d
was "hard." Jews were forbidden to drink blood, and certainly th e
suggestion that they would need to drink human blood in order t o
live was just too much for them, and many of them became offended
and walked no more with Jesus .

Mysteries of the Kingdom
The disciples asked Jesus why he always spoke to the public i n

parables and dark sayings . In reply he said to them, "Because it is
given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven . "
(Matt . 13 : 11) A mystery is only such as long as it is not under-
stood, and Jesus ' promise was that his followers would have the
mysteries of the kingdom made clear to them. We believe that
Jesus has fulfilled his promise on behalf of all his people as the due
time has arrived for each of those mysteries to be revealed . He
promised that when he returned at the end of the age he would gir d
himself and would serve his household with "meat in due season . "
(Luke 12 : 37; Matt. 24:45) Many and rich are the truths which
have been thus placed upon the Lord 's table in fulfilment of this
promise. They are mysteries only to those to whom it has not been
given to understand .

At the beginning of the age it was the due time to make know n
the "riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles ; which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory." (Col. 1: 27) First it was a
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mystery to Jewish believers that Jesus alone was not the complete
Christ, but rather the Head over a "body" of many members . But,
as Paul stated it in his letter to the Ephesian brethren, a manifesta -
tion of divine love surpassing human knowledge was seen in th e
acceptance of Gentile "dog s" to be fellow-heirs with Jewish believer s
in this "hope of glory."

"Eye Hath Not Seen"

Paul wrote to the Corinthians, saying, "Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the thing s
which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God bath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit : for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God . " (I Cor . 2:9, 10) In this well -
known passage, Paul quotes from the text which heads this articl e
(Isa . 64 : 4) , explaining that the deep thoughts of God pertaining t o
his plan for the blessing of man, which had been hidden from the
foundation of the world, were now revealed to the followers of
Jesus by the Holy Spirit .

While previously it had been true that "eye bath not seen, nor

ear heard" the wonderful truths concerning the divine plan of re-
demption and salvation through Christ—a plan embracing the use
of both Jews and Gentiles as associates with him in the work o f
deliverance—now it was different . Jesus indicated this when he
said prospectively to his disciples, "Blessed are your eyes, for the y

see: and your ears, for they hear . " (Matt. 13:16) David wrote ,

"0 Lord, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are ver y
deep . " (Ps. 92 :5) How we rejoice today that these "deep"
thoughts of God have been revealed to his people, and that we ca n
now understand the "works" of his plan, and by his grace partici-
pate therein .

"Sincere Milk"

To those who had purified their souls by obeying the truth

"unto unfeigned love of the brethren" the Apostle Peter wrote ,
"Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies ,
and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire th e
sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby : if so be ye
have tasted that the Lord is gracious . " (I Pet. 1 : 22 ; 2 : 1-3) The
Apostle Paul wrote, "Brethren, be not children in understanding :
howbeit in malice be ye children . " (I Cor . 14: 20) Seemingly i t
is this thought that Peter is expressing when, following his admoni -
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tion to "lay aside all malice, " he adds, "As newborn babes, desire

the sincere milk of the Word . "
There is much in the First Epistle of Peter to indicate that those

to whom he wrote it were not mere "babes in Christ " within the

meaning usually attached to this expression . Perhaps he had Jesus '

illustration in mind, when of little children he said, "Of such is th e

kingdom of heaven . " (Matt . 19 : 14) Every disciple of Christ should
endeavor to be childlike in simplicity and sincerity . And all such
will surely desire to feed upon the rich spiritual food of the Bible ,

which, in keeping with the "newborn babe " illustration, Peter de -

scribes as the "sincere milk of the Word . "
In the Greek text, the word which is translated "sincere" is one

which means unmixed, or unadulterated . Childlike humility o f

heart will manifest itself in a desire to feed only upon the unadulter -
ated truth, and to avoid the vain imaginations of human reasonings.
It seems to us that in this particular text Peter may well be refer-

- ring to all the precious doctrines of the divine plan as milk, not with
the thought of minimizing the depth of the knowledge of God which
they reveal, but to show that those who in childlike simplicity fee d
upon the truth are able properly to assimilate it, and thereby t o

grow strong in the Lord and in the power of his might .

How glad we are that all the Lord 's people to whom he has
given hearing "ears " and seeing "eyes" have the ability to grasp
the glorious truths of the Word, and that through these truths our
Heavenly Father is revealing himself to his people . There are, to
be sure, varying degrees of understanding and appreciation of the
truth among his people, but this indicates largely a natural growth

from the standpoint of time. There is none of us who will ever,

this side the veil, acquire a full degree of knowledge ; but we can
all, through study, show ourselves approved unto God, workme n
who need not be ashamed, "rightly dividing the Word of truth ."—

II Tim. 2 :15
And what a privilege it is to share the joys of this wonderfu l

knowledge with others of like precious faith! We can all help on e
another in our study of the Word . Regardless of how long we hav e
been "in the truth, " there are points that we can learn even from
beginners, if we maintain a childlike simplicity and humility befor e
the Lord and among our brethren . Above all, let us always loo k
to the Lord for his help and guidance, that we may continue to gro w
in grace and in an ever increasing knowledge of him .
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HEBREWS 12 :1-17

gN THE previous chapters of this epistle Paul has opened up t o
our understanding many of the types and shadows contained i n

the tabernacle and its services, and by contrast has shown th e
grandeur and majesty of the antitypes—the "substance "—as they
are centered in Christ Jesus our Lord. He has reminded us of our
"heavenly calling " to joint-heirship with Christ, based upon our
willingness to share in his suffering . He has counseled us to be
watchful and full of faith lest we be caught in some of the pitfall s
which Satan has set for us along the narrow way . In chapter eleven
he has encouraged us to stedfastness by presenting that grand array
of faith heroes who through the power of faith endured sufferin g
faithfully unto death in order that they might obtain "a better resur-
rection . " Now he comes to the grand climax of it all, pointing u s
to Jesus, the supreme example of faithfulness, bidding us to "con-
sider him" and follow him in order that we might obtain a "kingdom
which cannot be moved . "—Heb. 12:3, 28

Verse 1—"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about wit h
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and th e
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience th e
race that is set before us."

"WHEREFORE "—that is, having noted these noble example s
of faith, they can serve as a "great cloud of witnesses " to us. The
thought in the word "witnesses" is not that the ancient worthies ar e
now in heaven looking down upon us, but rather that their lives
of faithfulness serve as a witness, or testimony, of God 's integrity
and of his ability to uphold those who believe his promises, and who
endeavor to demonstrate their faith by their works .

"Let us lay aside every weight"—This is a reference to the
practice of runners to strip themselves of every unnecessary weigh t
of clothing and other hindrances which might tend to retard thei r
speed on the racetrack . The experiences of a runner are illustrative
in some respects of the Christian life. We are running for "the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus," and in order to
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be victorious we also must lay aside all hindrances of whatever

nature they might be, such as "the cares of this world, " the "de-
ceitfulness of riches, " the "lust of the flesh, " and the "pride of life . "

"And the sin which doth so easily beset us"—It has been sug-
gested that each runner in the heavenly racecourse has some par-
ticular sin which, more than any other, tends to impede his progress .
This doubtless is true, but Paul seemingly is referring to a close -
girding sin which is common to all the Lord 's people ; and judging
from his many references to it and his admonitions to overcome it ,

it is the sin of unbelief. Lack of genuine, working faith in the
promises of God lies at the root of most of our shortcomings . It
was the sin which led to Israe l 's downfall ; and if we are overcomers ,
it will be through faith, which gives us the victory.

"Let us run with patience the race that is set before us"—To
win the Christian race it is necessary not only to run with "al l
diligence, " but also "with patience," that is, with cheerful endur-
ance, not grumblingly, nor in the spirit of wishing we were doin g
something else.—II Peter 1 : 5, 1 0

Verse 2—"Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our

faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross ,

despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne

of God . "

"LOOKING unto Jesus"—In the Greek text the thought is "t o
consider attentively ." Paul, through his eloquence displayed in
chapter 11, has caused us to give careful consideration to the man-
ner in which faith wrought victory in the lives of the ancien t
worthies, and now he reminds us of the crowning example of faith -
fulness, even "Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith . "

Jehovah, our Heavenly Father, is the Author of the plan o f

salvation . The Greek word translated author in this instance is on e

which means "chief leader . " It is translated "Captain" in Hebrews

2:10. We can and should follow the examples of faithfulness w e

see in the ancient worthies. Paul wrote that we should follow him

as he followed Christ, but we should ever keep in mind that Jesus

is our "chief leader," for it is in his footsteps that we are to walk .

He is the Finisher or "perfecter" of our faith. The faith life o f
others tends to strengthen our faith, but Jesus ' faithfulness doe s

more than this, for it furnishes the assurance that despite our im-
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perfections we can finish our course victoriously and win a crown
of life .

"For the joy that was set before him"—The Heavenly Father
gave Jesus an incentive to faithfulness . The Apostle Peter informs
us that the prophets testified not only concerning the sufferings o f
Christ but also of "the glory that should follow ." (I Pet . 1 : 11) It
was these promises of the glory which would follow his suffering
that enabled Jesus to endure the cross and despise the shame . This
was not a selfish joy, for although he would delight in the prospec t
of again being personally present with his Father, he knew als o
that this position of glory would enable him, during the thousan d
years of his kingdom, to bestow blessings of life upon all the families
of the earth .

As Paul declares, because Jesus faithfully endured he is no w
at the right hand of the throne of God. This is in fulfilment of the
Father's promise, "I will divide him a portion with the great . "
(Isa . 53 : 12) God always fulfils his promises to those who are faith-

ful to him.—Ps. 16: 11

Verse 3—"For consider him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds . "

THE Greek word in this text translated "consider" means to
estimate . It is taken from a root word meaning analogous . In other
words, we are to consider him in the sense of making a compariso n
between what he suffered and the much less trying experience s
through which we are passing . The "contradiction of sinners " led
Jesus to his death . He was the Son of God, but his enemies con-
tradicted this, charging him with blasphemy. He was a King, but
this was also contradicted, so he was charged with treason, and
crucified.

When we compare his sufferings with our own we will discover
that there is no occasion for our becoming "wearied and faint," that
is, becoming weary of welldoing. (Gal.6: 9) In the Greek text ,
the word translated "wearied" is the same as that used by Jame s
when he wrote, "The prayer of faith shall save the sick," or wearied .
(James 5 : 15) This is more than a temporary discouragement .
The word seems to be descriptive of a condition of mind in whic h
one is about ready to give up the good fight of faith entirely . But
if we compare our lot with the sufferings of Jesus, we will realiz e
that there is no occasion for an attitude of this kind .
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The Greek word used by Paul and translated "faint" is one
which means "to relax ." One does not need deliberately to step
out of the Christian racecourse in order to lose the prize . It is
merely necessary to relax, to be a little less zealous and energetic .
As a rule, to relax results in fewer trials . In other ways also it i s
appealing to the flesh, but it could easily lead to what Paul describe s
as being a "castaway." The opposite attitude is described by the
poetic lines, "Awake my soul, stretch every nerve, and press with
vigor on."

Verse 4—"Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving agains t
sin . "

THIS text can be understood properly only in the light of the
divine plan, particularly as it relates to the church 's share in the
"better sacrifices " of the Gospel age. (Heb. 8:23) Paul is not here
especially emphasizing a Christian's struggle against his own per-
sonal sins, although such a struggle is most essential . However ,
such struggling does not lead to death—"unto blood . " To the ex-
tent that one is able to overcome sinful tendencies in his own bod y
there generally results an improvement of physical health .

The word "against " is from a Greek preposition which in som e
instances in the New Testament is used to denote the thought
"because of, " and is so translated . Jesus did not die as a result of
striving against sin in his own body, for he was F`holy, harmless ,
undefiled, separate from sinners ." (Heb. 7:26) It was sin that
caused his death, however ; that is, the sin of others—the sin of th e
whole world . His striving against sin was in the fact that he laid
down his life as a sin-offering .

It is this that is brought to our attention by the Apostle Pau l
in Romans 6 : 10, 11. In this passage he explains that Jesus died
"unto" sin, and then says that "likewise" we should reckon our -
selves to be dead "unto" sin. The only sense in which Jesus died
unto, or because of sin was as an offering for sin, and by Paul's
authority we can reckon ourselves to be dying in the same way.
Thus we are said to be "planted together in the likeness of his
death."—Rom. 6 : 5

Paul says further, "Knowing this, that our old man is crucifie d
with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hencefort h
we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from si n
[margin, justified] ." (vss. 6, 7) The "body of sin" that is de-
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stroyed as a result of Jesus ' crucifixion, and our "crucifixion" with
him, is the whole cancerous growth of sin which has fastened itsel f
upon the entire race, and which must be removed ere the people
can have life . Prof. Strong, in a broad definition of the Greek word
in this text which is translated "body," says that it means the
"sound whole . "

That the reference is not to our own individual bodies is proven
by the fact that Jesus ' crucifixion is included . Besides, the text
declares that "he that is dead is justified . " Our bodies, although
sinful by nature, are justified by the blood of Christ and thus made
acceptable as a sacrifice, so Paul wrote, "I beseech you therefore ,
brethren, . . . that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy ,
acceptable unto God, your reasonable service . " (Rom. 12 : 1) Ac-
cepting this invitation to sacrifice, we are "crucified" with Christ .

The purpose of this in the plan of God is that the "body"—not
"bodies" in the plural—of sin might be destroyed. Thus the joint
work of Christ and his church is likened to a great struggle agains t
the enemy "sin," and it is to this that Paul refers when he writes ,
"Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin." This
great battle against sin is a fierce one, and while the forces o f
righteousness will ultimately triumph, during this Gospel age al l
who participate in the struggle lose their lives as human beings .
But they have the Master 's promise, "Be thou faithful unto death ,
and I will give thee a crown of life . "—Rev. 2 : 10

It is this faithfulness unto death that Paul describes by th e
expression, " unto blood." "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood,"
he told the Hebrew brethren . This observation by Paul is linked
to his admonition to "consider him that endured such contradictio n
of sinners against himself." As we have seen, the word "consider"
in the Greek text has the thought of making a comparison . When
the Hebrew brethren did this, they would realize that although the y
may have suffered a great deal, they had not yet been fully plante d
together in the likeness of Jesus ' death.

Yes, the Hebrew brethren had suffered! They had endured a
great "fight of affliction, "and had taken "joyfully the spoiling o f
their goods . " (Heb. 10 : 32-34) Throughout the epistle Paul en-
deavors to explain why these, and all true followers of the Master,
should expect to suffer . The "Captain of their salvation" was per-
fected for his position in glory by suffering, so the "many sons" who
attain to glory with him must also expect to suffer .—Heb . 2 : 10
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And now Paul presents another viewpoint of Christian suffer-
ing, another reason we "suffer with him." It is because, together
with Jesus, we participate in the great battle against sin. So he
reminded the Hebrew brethren—and us—that having entered thi s
struggle we should not consider relaxing in the fight, that we shoul d
follow the example of Jesus, who, in his striving against sin, did so
"unto blood, " that is, unto death.

Verses 5, 6—"And ye have forgotten the exhortation whic h
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou th e
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him :
for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth . "

THE word "chastening" as used in this text does not necessarily
imply punishment . Prof. Strong defines the Greek word from whic h
it is translated as meaning "tutorage , " or by implication, disciplinary
correction. It is translated "nurture" in Paul's admonition to fa-
thers to bring up children "in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord . " (Eph. 6: 4) The same word is translated "instruction " in
the text which informs us that the inspired Word of God is profit -
able for "instruction in righteousness ."—II Tim. 3: 16

Verses 7, 8—"If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you
as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not ?
But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then
are ye bastards, and not sons . "

"If ye endure"—It was just this that Paul, throughout the entir e
epistle, was encouraging the Hebrew brethren to do . They had en-
dured faithfully for a time, but he admonished them to endure unto
the end. While the chastenings of the Lord are not manifestation s
of his anger, but corrective in nature, they do, nevertheless, usuall y
involve more or less of suffering, and Paul was strengthening th e
Hebrews to endure this also . While closely related to our suffer-
ing with Christ as a result of our being planted together in the like-
ness of his death, corrective discipline is not the same. However, i t
calls for endurance if we are to reap the benefit therefrom.

Verses 9, 10—"Furthermore we have had fathers of our fles h
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence : shall we not muc h
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? Fo r
they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure ;
but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness . "
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THE lesson here is obvious! If we consider that the correctiv e
measures taken by our earthly parents served a good purpose in our
lives, we must conclude that the chastenings administered by ou r
Heavenly Father are of much more value, for they have to do wit h
our eternal destiny. The text states that our earthly parents chas-
tened us "for their pleasure . " The marginal translation gives a
more correct thought. It reads, "As seemed good to them," that is ,
they used the best judgment they could; but when our Heavenl y
Father chastens us it can always result to our profit ; for in his wis-
dom he knows exactly the sort of experiences that are best for u s
in order that we might be a "partaker of his holiness "—that is ,
fully set part to the doing of his will.

Verse 11—"Now no chastening for the present seemeth to b e
joyous, but grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peace -
able fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby . "

NO AMOUNT of philosophy can convert pain into joy . How-
ever, no matter how trying our experiences may be, if we allo w
them to "exercise" us in the proper way, the after result will be
good—"the peaceable fruit of righteousness . " To be "exercised" is
to be trained. The thought in the Greek text is akin to our Englis h
word gymnastics . The Lord permits various experiences to com e
into our lives in order that we might be properly trained for the high
position in the kingdom to which he has called us .

Verses 12, 13—"Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down,
and the feeble knees; and make straight paths for your feet, lest tha t
which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed . "

PAUL here quotes from Job 4:3, 4, the words of Eliphaz to
Job. Eliphaz, one of Job 's "comforters," states that in the past Job
had been able by his words of encouragement to lift up the hands
of others which hung down, and to strengthen feeble knees . But
now Job was in this very position himself, and needed help . So
there were some among the Hebrew brethren who likewise needed
encouragement, for they were showing signs of becoming "weary in
welldoing." All who are running for the prize of the high callin g
have the blessed privilege of assisting others in the same racecourse .
It is not a competitive race in the sense that we are running agains t
our brethren, but a co-operative one .

We are to make straight paths for our feet, "lest," as Paul ex -
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plains, "that which is lame be turned out of the way . " There are
probably always some in the racecourse who are less vigorous than
the others, "lame" ones, as it were . If the strong runners swerve
from side to side in an uncertain manner, the way is made th e
more difficult for the lame; for in addition to their halting progress ,
they become confused . This is simply an admonition to set a goo d
example for our brethren .

Verse 14—"Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord . "

WE CAN have peaceful intentions in our dealings with "al l
men," but it might not always be possible to attain peace . Else-
where Paul wrote, "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, liv e
peaceably with all men." (Rom. 12:18) James wrote that the
wisdom which is from above is "first" pure, "then" peaceable .
(James 3: 17) The Lord does not want us to compromise principl e

in order to have peace, either in our association with the brethren ,
or with the outside world . "Holiness," that is purity of character
based upon principles of righteousness, is essential to our winning
the prize and being with our Lord in glory .

Verse 15—"Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of
God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and there -
by many be defiled. "

THE thought here is to "beware," and diligently so, lest we fail
of the grace of God . The admonition is much the same as in chapte r
4, verse 1—"Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us o f
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it . "
And there is nothing which can so quickly cause us to come short a s
permitting bitterness to develop in our hearts, either against on e
or more of our brethren, or against our own experiences in the
racecourse.

We sometimes hear the expression, "soured on life . " If we
do not maintain the proper viewpoint and the right attitude of heart ,
we could easily become embittered by our trials—not directl y
against the Lord, perhaps; although it could lead to that . In such
an attitude of heart one becomes a grumbler, a complainer, causing
dissatisfaction to spread, with the possibility that "many" will be
"defiled . "

Verses 16, 17—"Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person ,
as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright . For ye
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know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the bless-
ing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though
he sought it carefully with tears . "

ESAU stands out in the Scriptures as one who hastily decided
to sell his inheritance in the Abrahamic promise for a "mess o f
pottage," that is, temporary material gain . Unlike the ancient wor-
thies, he did not have sufficient faith in the promises to enable hi m
to endure the hardships necessary in order to really inherit their
fulfilment .

However, when Esau discovered that Jacob had taken neces-
sary steps to make sure that he received that which he had pur-
chased, he was greatly perturbed . He inquired diligently of his
father if something could not be done about it . Paul says that
Esau "found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefull y
with tears . " Figuratively, the word "place " in the Greek text, de -
notes opportunity or condition .

Prof. Strong, in defining the Greek word in this text trans-
lated repentance, says that by implication it denotes "reversal (o f
[another's] decision) ." This is revealing, for it suggests the proba-
bility that the "repentance " which Esau so diligently sought was
not a reformation of his own heart, but a reversal of Isaac 's decision
whereby he bestowed the much desired blessing upon Jacob .

The account in Genesis 27 :30-34 bears this out . When Isaac
discovered that he had pronounced his chief blessing upon Jacob ,
he said, "Where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me ,
and I have eaten of all before thou tamest, and have blessed him ?
yea, and he shall be blessed . " "He shall be blessed . " This was
Isaac 's decision, but Esau was not satisfied with it .

The next verse (34) records, even as Paul tells us, that "Esau
cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father ,
Bless me, even me also, 0 my father . " But, just as the Lord, whe n
telling us of his determination to plague death and to destroy sheol ,
the grave, said, "Repentance shall be hid from mine eyes, " so Isaac
refused to repent, or to reverse his decision. His blessing had gon e
to Jacob, and no condition could be found which would justify mak-
ing a change. Actually, Paul does not say that Esau sought re-
pentance in his own heart . All he says is that this profane person
sought a "place" or condition of repentance, and the original record
shows that it was his father 's repentance Esau was seeking .

(Continued next month )
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EPHESIANS 3 : 8

UCH a halo has surrounded the subject of riches as to cause it to be
sought after by fallen man in all generations . One reason for this,

doubtless, is that it is something properly belonging to the human bein g
in his unfallen state . In Eden, father Adam possessed material riches ,
mental and moral worth, power and influence in abundant measure ; as
the Psalmist suggests, "Thou hast made him a little lower than th e
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou madest him
to have dominion over the works of thy hands ; thou hast put all thing s
under his feet . "—Ps. 8 :5, 6

These riches were lost through sin and through man 's alienatio n
from his Creator. However, in the poverty of his fallen condition, man -
kind still has an innate desire to possess and enjoy as many of the good
things of earth as he can possibly acquire . Considering this matter, w e
realize that nearly all human enterprise, whether it be in the realm of
commerce, art, the professions, or whatever the calling in life, is with a
view to securing material riches, or riches in the sense of social standing ,
honor, influence, power . At various times—especially during the nine-
teenth century—the news went abroad that gold had been discovered i n
certain places, and immediately a mad rush was made, untold hardship s
being willingly endured in order that the first in the field might secur e
a lion 's share of the hidden treasure .

This innate human desire to possess and enjoy earth 's good things
has been largely perverted and taken possession of by Satan, so tha t
for six thousand years man has been obediently following the Adver-
sary's law of selfishness . Hence, in his fallen condition, man is "not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be . "—Rom . 8 : 7

The great plan of salvation arranged by our Heavenly Father in-
cludes, through the coming thousand years of Messiah 's kingdom, a
rescue of mankind out of this hopeless, helpless condition, back again t o
that which was lost, when the "stony" (selfish) heart of man will be
taken away and he will once more be given a heart of "flesh. " (Ezek .
11 :19) Before this time comes, however, a gracious opportunity has
been given to some (the church) to be lifted out of their poverty and t o
become unspeakably rich . It is stated concerning Christ that "though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich . " (II Cor . 8 :9) Hence our text speaks of th e
"unsearchable riches of Christ . " This has been helpfully described as
"riches beyond the discovery of human enterprise ."

41



THE DAWN

Mah will spend long years in hard toil and mental application i n
order to search out and secure riches . But the riches that the Christia n
enters into by faith are riches which cannot be searched out by his own
efforts, human energy, or hard work, but come as a gift . Through justi-
fication, and consecration to God, we have been inducted into the bod y
of Christ, and Paul says that in Christ are "hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge . "—Col . 2 : 3

These treasures of wisdom and knowledge show us that throug h
Christ we may become heirs of a grand and eternal inheritance : "Heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ." (Rom. 8:17) Nevertheless, we are
also shown that the future riches of heavenly glory depend upon ou r
proving faithful stewards of what the Lord has entrusted to us during
the present life. As the Master said, "If therefore ye have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the
true riches?" (Luke 16 :11) The true riches now imparted to the faith-
ful include a knowledge of the truth—the "treasures of wisdom and
knowledge "—or, as Paul elsewhere expresses it, " the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God . "—Rom. 11 :33

The eternal riches beyond the veil are also "unsearchable," in that
they cannot be secured by human enterprise, but by a faithful con-
formity to the will of God, allowing him to work in us to will and to d o
of his good pleasure . "The gift of God is eternal life. " So also the
heavenly inheritance—although from one standpoint a reward of faith-
fulness—is the gift of God through Jesus Christ our Lord . (Rom. 6:23 )
As the poet says, "Thou hast called us to a station we could ne 'er by
merit win . "

Seeing that the Father and our Redeemer have arranged to besto w
upon the called ones of this Gospel age such boundless riches of his
grace, what manner of persons ought we to be, in all holy conversatio n
and godliness? (II Pet. 3 :11) As Paul exhorted the church, so let us
pray for one another, that we may walk worthy of the calling where -
with we are called (Eph . 4 :1) ; seeking to become "rich in faith" (James
2:5) ; rich in grace ; rich in wisdom and the knowledge of God ; and to
abound in love through the power of the Holy Spirit ; setting our affec-
tions on the things which are above, for where our treasure is, there will
our hearts be also .—Col . 3 :1-3 ; Matt . 6 :21 ; Rev. 3 :18

"0! to grace how great a debto r
Daily I 'm constrained to be !

Lord, thy goodness like a fetter ,
Binds my grateful heart to thee ."
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The Kingdom "Within"
May I suggest you read the fol-

lowing from Luke 17 :20, 21: "And
when he was demanded of the
Pharisees, when the kingdom o f
God should come, he answered
them and said, The kingdom of
God cometh not with observation :
neither shall they say, Lo here! or ,
lo there! for, behold, the kingdom
of God is within you ." Why do
you look for a mythical futur e
kingdom, and thus lose sight of the
fact that the kingdom is now pres-
ent within each Christian heart ?

WE DO not believe that the
kingdom of God was within th e
hearts of those whom Jesus ad-
dressed in this text . If you look
carefully, you will note that Jesu s
was talking to the Pharisees, who
belittled Jesus' claim that some
day the kingdom of God would be
established on the earth. Our
Master knew that the Pharisees
were hypocrites, and on occasion
had told them so . Surely he was
not now saying that the kingdom
of God was within their wicked
hearts !

A realization of how greatly thi s
text has been misunderstood should
make us more careful in our Bible
study. Our translation in the
Authorized Version is faulty ; it i s
translated better in the Emphati c
Diaglott as follows : "And having
been asked by the Pharisees when
God 's kingdom was coming, he an-
swered them, and said, `The king-
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dom of God comes not with outward
show; nor shall they say, "Behold
here! or there! for, behold, God ' s
Royal Majesty is among you . ' "

A kingdom is always represente d
by its king. Jesus, as the futur e
Ruler of God 's kingdom, was pres-
ent in their midst, but the Phari-
sees could not recognize him, fo r
their hearts were filled with un-
belief . John the Baptist had previ-
ously told them, "There standeth
one among you, whom ye know
not." (John 1 :24-26) Similarly ,
ever since, the members of his
church have been unrecognized b y
the world. Of them it is written ,
"The world knoweth us not, be-
cause it knew him not."—I John
3:1

Thus the kingdom of God in
embryo has been in the midst o f
the world, but not observed b y
them who are looking for it in
outward show and demonstration
and blatant claims. However ,
Christ and the church in the flesh
do not constitute the kingdom of
God in the full sense of biblical
revelation, for we are told that i t
will be a kingdom of "power an d
great glory."—Matt. 24:3 0

Turning away from the Phari-
sees, whom he knew were no t
sincere, he spoke to his disciples ,
telling them of the time tha t
would follow the completion o f
the kingdom class . After the work
of choosing the church is complete ,
the kingdom authority, the power
of God, through Christ and his
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church, will be exercised for th e
purpose of enlightening all th e
world as to the blessings of "hi s
day . " He said to them, "For as
the lightning, that lighteneth out of
the one part under heaven, shineth
unto the other part under heaven ;
so shall also the Son of Man be in
his day. " (Luke 17:24) This text
is better understood when we
learn that the lightning (Greek,
astrape) refers to the sun . As the
sun gives light to all the world,
the Son of Man, in his day, will
bring the light of salvation to all
mankind .

Just as Satan's rule has been an
invisible one, and all have suffere d
because of sin, so Christ's reign
will be invisible, but the effects o f
that reign will bring blessing an d
happiness and life to all the "will-
ing and obedient" of the huma n
race.

Hell-fire
H Thessalonians 1:7, 8 reads :

"And to you who are trouble d
rest with us, when the Lor d
Jesus shall be revealed from heav-
en with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that
obey not the Gospel of our Lor d
Jesus Christ ." How do you ex-
plain the "flaming fire" to come
upon them who "obey not the
Gospel," if the flaming fire of hel l
does not exist ?

INSTEAD of proving what the
questioner supposes, this passag e
of Scripture, together with the
verse which follows (vs . 9) posi-
tively contradicts the belief that
the punishment of the wicked is
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torment in fire . It reads : "Who
shall be punished with everlastin g
destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of
his power . " Thus it is plainly
stated that the punishment whic h
will be inflicted upon the finall y
impenitent is "everlasting destruc-
tion," and destruction never means
"preservation in misery, " even
though some theologians would
have us believe that it does .

A careful study of the text re-
veals that the "flaming fire " is tha t
which discloses the second pres-
ence of our Lord Jesus to the
world. The flaming fire of trouble
and judgments will inflict punish-
ment upon those who do not obe y
the righteous laws of Christ ' s
kingdom. This flaming fire of di -
vine judgment will continue to
burn during the entire millennial
reign. Those who resist the Lor d
and continue in their refusal to
learn of him and his ways of right-
eousness will be accounted wilful
sinners against full light and op-
portunity . They will be punished
"with everlasting destruction fro m
the presence of the Lord, and fro m
the glory of his power . "

The object of Christ' s reign is t o
permit all who desire life on God ' s
conditions to obtain it . During thi s
time every redeemed son of Adam
shall have full opportunity to se -
cure the salvation which Christ
purchased by his ransom sacrifice ,
and sin and death will be de-
stroyed. All who are unworthy of
life by the close of his reign wil l
also be destroyed. May we sug-
gest, also, the study of the 10th
verse, which reads : "When he shall
come to be glorified in his saints,
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and to be admired in all them tha t
believe . . . in that day." Here we
see a great truth : the saints of th e
Gospel age will be with him in his
glory, but still others will admir e
and worship him . The Psalmist
summarizes the lesson of this text
when he declares, "The Lord pre-
serveth all them that love him : but
all the wicked will he destroy ."
—Ps. 145:2 0

The New Natio n
Speaking to the Jews, the Mas-

ter said, "Therefore say I unto you ,
The kingdom of God shall be taken
from you, and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof.
And whosoever shall fall on thi s
stone shall be broken: but on
whomsoever it shall fall, it wil l
grind him to powder . " (Matt . 21 :
43, 44) Is this text not assurance
that Great Britain and America ,
the leaders in Christian ethics wil l
be the "nation" used in bringing
peace to the world?

THE kingdom of God is one of
the important themes of the Bible .
During the Dark Ages, under
pressure of the creedal dogma of
hell-fire, its message of hope was
forgotten. But in these later days ,
as the fog of creedalism has grown
thin, the truth that the kingdom of
God will bring a new order of so-
ciety to the people of earth, is be-
ing accepted by many. We are
glad that so many are looking for -
ward to a society of peace an d
righteousness taking the place o f
a sinful social order ruled by hat e
and war .

It is a well established truth that
Christ will share his throne with

those who "live and reign " with
him . These "joint-heirs" are
chosen from the human race be -
cause of their faithfulness and
loyalty to God. We find nothing
in the Scriptures to assure us that
Great Britain and America, as na-
tions, will have the high honor of
reigning with Christ, assisting in
the establishment of the earthly
kingdom of God . No nation in
history, thus far, has brought forth
the fruits of that kingdom .

The "nation" in the text of our
question is the true church of God.
As the bride of Christ, she will
"live and reign" with her Lord .
The true church is not any one na-
tion; is neither Jew nor Gentile .
Its members are individuals called
out from all nations, who are re-
quired to prove their loyalty t o
God. This truth is almost signifi-
cantly stated in Romans 8 :16-18 :
"The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are th e
children of God : and if children ,
then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be
that we suffer with him, that w e
may be also glorified together.
For I reckon that the sufferings o f
this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us ."

And to allay all doubt, the Apos-
tle Peter addresses those who be-
lieve, saying, "But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that
ye should show forth the praises of
him who h'ath called you out o f
darkness into his marvelous light :
which in time past were not a peo-
ple, but are now the people . . . o f
God."—I Pet . 2 :9, 10
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As the holy nation of prophecy ,
the true church will reign wit h
Christ. His kingdom will estab-
lish peace on earth, and when Go d' s
will is done in earth as it is i n
heaven, the full fruitage of the
kingdom will have come .

What Is Consecration?
I have hesitated to give myself

in consecration to God because m y
desires are toward the earthly
promises, yet I know that he is
saying to me, "My son, give me
thine heart." (Prov. 23:26) Can
you help me decide what cours e
to take, and tell me how I ma y
know whether my reward will be
life here on the earth ?

CONSECRATION means the do-
ing of God's will without reserva-
tions of any kind . One who is
consecrated has dedicated his lif e
to the service and worship of God ;
a consecration made with reser-
vations would be unacceptable to
God. One must not bargain with
the Lord, nor have any "strings"
attached to his devotion, otherwis e
it is not wholehearted and com-
plete .

The normal attitude of everyon e
should be that of devotion to the
doing of God's will, without an y
expectation of reward. The pleas-
ure of serving the principles o f
righteousness is reward enough .
Consecration is always in order ,
and none will receive eternal life
on any plane of existence unles s
wholly devoted to God .

The Master said, "And whoso-

ever doth not bear his cross, and
come after me, cannot be my dis-
ciple . For which of you, intend-
ing to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to fmish
it? Lest haply, after he hath laid
the foundation, and is not able t o
finish it, all that behold it begin t o
mock him, saying, This man began
to build, and was not able to fm-
ish ."—Luke 14 :28-30

Our consecration is not mad e
with the hope of being in the
earthly kingdom of God. The
natural mind—such as one has be -
fore consecration—cannot g r a s p
spiritual values, but when one 's
consecration is accepted, he can
say, as did the Apostle Peter in
I Peter 1 :3, 4, "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heav-
en for you . "

If our consecration is entire, w e
will watch for the leadings of th e
Lord, and carefully study th e
Word of truth, that we may b e
true disciples . We will be willing
to leave with the Lord the decision
as to the place we will occupy i n
the kingdom. Let us rejoice if, in
God 's providence, our appreciation
of spiritual truths gives evidence
of our acceptance as a son of Go d
in his spiritual house .
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As Oft as'Ye Do I t

A PRIL, this year, corresponds most nearly to the Hebrew month ,
Nisan, which is the first month of the Jewish sacred or religiou s

year. It was on the fourteenth day of this month that the passove r
lamb was slain and its blood sprinkled upon the doorposts an d
lintels of Hebrew homes as a protection against the slaying of thei r
firstborn. The death of Egypt's firstborn that night was the tenth
plague upon the Egyptians, brought upon them by the Lord to
induce Pharaoh to allow the Israelites to leave the country and go
to the Promised Land .

The Scriptures reveal clearly that the slaying of Israel 's pass--
over lamb prefigured the death of Jesus as "the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world ." (John 1 : 29) It was appropriate ,
therefore, that Jesus should give his life on the day scheduled fo r
the typical passover lamb to be slain, and it was on the "evenin g" of
this day—which began at sundown the night before—that Jesu s
partook of the passover supper with his disciples for the last time .
It was on this occasion that Jesus instituted the only recurring rite ,
or ceremonial enjoined upon his followers, the Memorial Supper—
sometimes called "communion" and the "eucharist . "

It was a very simple ceremony as Jesus outlined it to hi s
disciples, in which were used unleavened bread and wine—or "frui t
of the vine." Paul explained the purpose of this, saying, "As often as
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord 's death
till he come." (I Cor. 11: 26) The expression, "as often, " has been
taken to mean that it is appropriate to partake of the Memorial
Supper almost any time, and as frequently as decided practical . We
doubt, however, if this is what Paul had in mind. The ceremony is in
memory of the death of Jesus, and we believe the only proper time t o
partake of the "bread" and the "cup" is on the anniversary of hi s
death. If one should say, "As often as we commemorate the birth o f
Jesus , " we would not understand him to mean as many times in th e
year as we feel disposed to commemorate the Savior's birth.

This year, the fourteenth day of Nisan corresponds to Wednes-
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day, April 9; but since the biblical day begins at sundown, it means
Nisan 14 begins about six o 'clock on Tuesday, April 8. After six
o 'clock that evening, therefore, would be the appropriate time thi s
year to partake of the Memorial Supper commemorating the deat h
of Jesus as our Redeemer, and the Redeemer of the whole world .

Not a Revised Passover Supper
The fact that Jesus instituted the Memorial Supper while he and

his disciples were together partaking of the passover does not imply
that this new ceremony is simply a revision of the old, althoug h
there is a close relationship between the two . As we have seen,
Jesus was the antitypical Passover Lamb. With his death, the
yearly sacrifice of the typical passover lamb officially ended, becaus e
the true Lamb which it prefigured had come and had shed his bloo d
in order that all who come under its protection might have life .

The new rite was intended to be, not a revision of the old, but a
commemoration of that which the old prefigured, a memorial of the
antitype. As Paul explained, it is to "show the Lord's death . " In
this ceremony, we "show" the Lord 's death by partaking of the
"bread" which represents his sacrificed body, and the "cup" which
symbolizes his shed blood . Concerning the bread, Jesus said, a s
recorded by Paul, "Take, eat : this is my body, which is broken for
you: this do in remembrance of me."—I Cor . 11:24

Jesus did not mean by this that the bread was actually his body ,
as taught by the Catholic Church, for his literal body of flesh was
still living when he gave this command. Clearly, what Jesus mean t
was that it represented his body . On a previous occasion, the Maste r
had taught his disciples that he would give his flesh for the life of the
world. (John 6: 51) In this lesson he likened his flesh to the mann a
which his Heavenly Father had provided for Israel during their
wilderness journey, adding, "I am the living bread which came dow n
from heaven . "

This is pictorial language, beautifully symbolizing the precious
truth of the Bible that those who accept God's grace through Christ
will have everlasting life . The manna which fell in the wilderness
sustained the lives of the Israelites for forty years, but this anti -
typical manna from heaven has nourishing qualities sufficient to
sustain life forever. This living "bread " had to be broken; that is, i t
was essential for Jesus to die, thus taking the sinner 's place, in
order for it to take on life-giving qualities . So Jesus broke the sym-
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bolic bread, that this great truth of the divine plan might the more
indelibly be impressed upon the hearts and minds of the disciples .
May we appreciate this vital truth more keenly as we "take, eat" on
the evening of April 8 .

The Cup
"After the same manner also he took the cup, " Paul relates ,

"saying, This cup is the New Testament in my blood : this do ye, a s
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me ." (I Cor. 10: 25) "The bloo d
is the life, " the Lord told the Israelites. (Deut . 12 :23) Thus, in
partaking of that which represents Jesus' blood, it is with the
thought that we get life from him. "The sting of death is sin, " Paul
tells us (I Cor. 15: 56,) meaning that sin, like a poisonous serpent ,
has stung and continues to sting the human race to death . However ,
as the Apostle John writes, "The blood of Jesus Christ his So n
cleanseth us from all sin . " (I John 1: 7) When cleansed from the
venom of sin, and feeding upon the "broken" body of the "slain
Lamb" we have life—by faith now, and actually in the resurrection .

The New Testament Bloo d
A long time before Jesus came to die for the sins of the world ,

God made a wonderful promise concerning a New Covenant whic h
he would make with his people. The promise reads :

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a Ne w
Covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah : not
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt ;
which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto
them, saith the Lord : but this shall be the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel ; After those days, saith the Lord, I will pu t
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and will be
their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no
more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying ,
Know the Lord : for they shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more . "—Jer. 31: 31-34

According to this promise the New Covenant will first be mad e
with the restored Israelites in Palestine, but its blessings will b e
extended to the Gentiles eventually, which means, in fact, to al l
mankind . This is clearly indicated by the prophecy recorded in
Ezekiel 16 : 55-63 .
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There was shedding of blood associated with the establishmen t
of the original covenant with Israel. This blood pointed forward t o
the sacrificial work of Jesus, typifying the fact that he would she d
his blood, or give up his life, in order that a New Covenant might be
established with Israel and with the world . Thus, when Jesu s
invited his disciples to drink of the "cup" which represented his
blood, he said it was the "blood of the New Testament, " or New
Covenant .

This does not mean that the New Covenant was made with th e
"house of Israel, and with the house of Judah" at the time of our
Lord's first advent . What did begin then was the selection and
training of those who would be, as Paul describes them, "able
ministers of the New Testament . " These are the true footstep follow-
ers of the Master who, in addition to being prepared to reign wit h
him in his kingdom, are also to be co-mediators with him in makin g
the promised New Covenant .

The Apostle Paul gives us a beautiful thought in relation to thi s
high office to which we have been called, saying, "Not that we are
sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves ; but our
sufficiency is of God; who also hath made us able ministers of the
New Testament . " (II Cor. 3 : 5, 6) How true it is that no member of
the sinful and dying human race could qualify for such a high
position because of his own righteousness . But as Paul explains ,
"Our sufficiency is of God . " Yes, he has made a loving provision
through the blood of his Son, which qualifies us to be "worker s
together with him" in fulfilment of his promises to .bring all mankind
into covenant relationship with him during the thousand years of
Christ's reign .—I Cor . 3 : 9 ; 6 : 1

Because the blood of Christ is used during the present age t o
cover the blemishes of his followers, and make their sacrifice accept-
able to God, it is properly called the blood of the New Testament .
And it will be this same blood—that is, the merit of Jesus ' sacrificed
life—that will seal that covenant when it is made with the people .
Thus, when we partake of the memorial emblems we are not only
reminding ourselves of the riches of divine grace on our own behalf ,
but also expressing our confidence in the larger purpose of God to
extend the blessings of life through Christ to all mankind—Jew and
Gentile.

Drinking blood was forbidden by the Jewish Law . It must have
seemed strange to the disciples, therefore, when Jesus said to them
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that unless they drank his blood they could have no life in them ; and
when later he commanded them to drink of the "cup" which repre-
sented his blood. (John 6: 53 ; Matt . 26:27, 28) Possibly one reason
the Jews were forbidden to drink blood was that it symbolized th e
precious and sacred blood of the Redeemer . And now Jesus wanted
his disciples to know that they could and must "drink" his "blood"
if they were to have life.

But there is a further thought associated with this, which is tha t
we have the privilege of dying with Jesus, of laying down our live s
sacrificially with him. Of ourselves we have nothing to offer to th e
Lord in sacrifice which would be acceptable to him. We have no
life, because we are under condemnation to death. But when we
"drink" Jesus ' "blood" we do have life . Paul wrote, "The life which
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God . " (Gal .
2:20) Therefore, when we present our bodies "a living sacrifice, "
our offering is acceptable because we have partaken of the lif e
provided by Jesus ' shed blood .—Rom . 12 : 1, 2

So it is that when we drink of the "cup" at the Memorial Supper
it is also with deep appreciation of the gracious privilege which has
been extended to us of being "crucified" with Christ, of being bap-
tized with his death baptism. And our appreciation of this glorious
privilege can best be expressed to the Lord by a renewal of our
determination to fulfil our vows of consecration, and to let nothin g
stand in our way of being "faithful unto death . "—Rev . 2 : 1 0

The "Spirit" and "Life "

When Jesus said that no one could have life unless he ate hi s
flesh and drank his blood, many followed no more with him . It was ,
as the record indicates, a "hard" saying, one which the disciples
themselves at that time did not understand . Jesus perceived tha t
they "murmured," and then asked, "Doth this offend you? "

Then he offered a partial explanation, saying, "What and if ye
shall see the Son of Man ascend up where he was before? It is the
Spirit that quickeneth [giveth life] ; the flesh profiteth nothing :
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life . "
(John 6 :61-63) Jesus had said that he would give his flesh for the

life of the world. (John 6: 51) This meant that when he was raised
from the dead it would not be as a human being to remain here o n
the earth. Instead, he was to return to the heavenly courts, and to
be as he was before, a spirit being, although of a much higher nature ,
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even the divine nature—the express image of the Father 's person . —
Hebrews 1 : 3

With this explanation, the disciples would realize that Jesus di d
not expect anyone to eat his flesh in a literal fashion in order to hav e
life . "It is the Spirit that quickeneth, " or giveth life, he explained .
Then he added, "The flesh profiteth nothing." This was the Master' s
way of explaining that he did not mean they should actually eat hi s
flesh, for this would be of no profit to them . Then he added, "Th e
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life . "

By this Jesus meant that we "eat" his flesh and "drink" his blood
when we take heed to his teachings and obey them . In the category
of truth encompassed by Jesus ' "words" are all the essential doc-
trines of the divine plan, including those which stress the necessit y
of accepting him as our personal Redeemer and Savior . Thus,
through the acceptance of the Gospel, and obedience to the com-
mandments of the Scriptures which are associated therewith, w e
appropriate to ourselves the life-giving virtues of the One whose
blood was shed and body broken that we might live .

Who Will Partak e
Throughout the world this year, as in the past, little groups of

devoted Christians will gather on the proper night (April 8) an d
together will partake of the "bread" and the "cup . " These gatherings
will number into the hundreds . In other instances there may be but
a lone individual, or perhaps a small family of two or more . Among
all who thus commemorate the death of our Redeemer the sam e
spirit of appreciation and devotion will prevail .

If you have never before participated in one of these annua l
services and feel that you would like to do so, we will be very happ y
to put you in touch with the group nearest to you . You do not nee d
to "belong" to anything in order to be qualified to partake of the
Memorial Supper. Indeed, Bible Student groups have no member -
ship rolls . If you have accepted Christ as your personal Savior, an d
have consecrated your life to do Go d 's will, you are qualified to enjo y
the blessings of this appropriate and solemn service . It is with
pleasure, therefore, that on behalf of local Bible study groups every -
where, we extend to you a cordial invitation to meet with us thi s
year to partake of the Memorial Supper . For the address of the
group nearest you, simply write a card or letter to The Dawn ,
Editorial Department, East Rutherford, New Jersey .
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"Maintain the good contest of the
faith; lay hold of aionian life, fo r
which thou wast called out, and
didst confess the good confession
in the presence of many witnesses .
O Timothy! guard that intrusted
to thee, turning away from th e
profane, empty sounds, and con-
tradictions of that falsely-named
knowledge, which some, having
professed, erred concerning the
faith."—I Timothy 6 :12, 20, 21 ,
—Emphatic Diaglot t

HE earnest exhortations and
careful instructions given in Paul ' s
two epistles to Timothy were ap-
plicable and profitable not only t o
this devoted disciple whom Pau l
affectionately spoke of as his "son, "
but with equal force to the entir e
Gospel church. As with Timothy ,
so the church today is charged to
keep the blessed Gospel truth un-
contaminated—"without spot . " We
are to hold it in its glorious sim-
plicity and purity, unmixed with
human theories and false doctrines .

It is ' important to guard against
encroaching errors, first, by
maintaining a clear conscience our-
selves, and also by a faithful per-
sonal study of the Holy Scriptures .
To study the Word of God with a
clear conscience is to study it wit h
the single and only purpose of
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knowing and doing God 's will.
Paul tells us that some in his da y
did not do this . They had theories
and plans of their own, and en-
deavored to wrest the Scripture s
in a manner to give their errors
seeming support . Thus they made
shipwreck of their own faith, and
also turned others "out of the
way . "

The apostle forecast that as th e
end of the age approached thes e
false teachers would multiply . He
also said that they would gai n
great influence among the breth-
ren, and would succeed in over -
throwing the faith of some ; that is ,
those who should not meekly and
devoutly walk with God, trustin g
completely in the instructions of
his Holy Word.

God has pledged his power to
guide and support those who, i n
the spirit of full consecration, sin-
cerely and humbly study to sho w
themselves approved unto him .
(II Tim. 2:15) To these he has
given the charge to help others to
"stand fast" in the faith . (I Cor .
16:13) Together we are to ear-
nestly "contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the
saints . " (Jude 3) We are to do
this by calling attention boldly and
fearlessly to each pitfall, and lov-
ingly placing the light of truth
over it, that it may be clearly see n
by those who are walking in the
narrow way .

We are to preach the gloriou s
and true Gospel. We are to con-
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tend against the errors whic h
friends and enemies endeavor t o
engraft upon it . This important
charge applies to the church now,
even as it did at the beginning o f
the age. It is a charge which w e
are under obligation to keep "un-
til the appearing [Greek, epi-
phaneia—full manifestation to th e
world] of our Lord Jesus Christ, "
whose bright shining has alread y
revealed his presence to the
church.—I Tim. 6 :1 4

Not only are we all obligated to
help guard the truth against in-
sidious and distorting errors, but
we are also to help guard one an-
other against the seducing tempta-
tions of the world, the flesh, an d
the devil. Besides, and as stated
by the Apostle Paul in his epistle
to the Philippians, we are to "shine
as lights in the world ; holding forth
the Word of life ."—Phil . 2 :15, 16

Furthermore, it is essential tha t
we pray for and use divine strength
in order to endure hardness as
good soldiers of Jesus Christ as we
boldly and nobly "fight the good
fight of faith." (I Tim. 6:12) If
we do this, we will be able to say
with Paul, "I have maintained the
good contest, I have finished the
race, I have guarded the faith . "—
II Tim. 4 :7, Diaglot t

Our charge is a very important
one, and we must "hold the fort . "
We need to keep on the "whole
armour" which God supplies (Eph .
6:10-17), for only thus will we b e
able to stand . The honour of hi s
name is to be vindicated. His
glorious plan is to be publishe d
and broadcast world - wide —
"preached in all the world for a
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witness, " a testimony, "unto all
nations . "—Matt . 24 :14

The witnessing work of the
church through the long dark cen-
turies of the Gospel age has no t
been in vain . The object of he r
mission was not to convert the
world before the Lord's return, bu t
to develop her own character an d
prove her worthiness of the high
exaltation, which she is invited to
share with her Lord. This has
been, and will continue to be, the
greatest good to result from ou r
efforts to make known the gla d
tidings to others . It is an essential
blessing which the followers of the
Master cannot obtain in any othe r
way. May we all prove faithfu l
custodians of the truth, keeping it
in its purity, and proclaiming it a s
widely as possible .

9€47Ga eed GK9AtoIIz
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From "Thy Kingdom Come"

"Several scriptures show that
there is a special work for the las t
members of the body [of Christ ]
to do on this side of the veil, a s
important and as essentially a par t
of kingdom work as that of th e
glorified members on the other side
the veil . While the glorified Head
and those members of the body o n
the other side the veil have the
complete supervision of the grea t
changes now in progress and abou t
to be inaugurated in the world,
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the fellow members who remain
in the flesh are the agents of the
kingdom in publishing, by word ,
by pen, by books and by tracts [in
these days we can add, by radio ]
the `good tidings of great joy which
shall be unto all people. ' They tell
the world the blessed tidings o f
God's gracious plan of the ages,
and that the time is at hand for
the glorious consummation of that
plan; and they point, not only t o
the great time of trouble impend-
ing, but also to the blessings whic h
will follow it as the results of th e
setting up of God 's kingdom in th e
world. A great and importan t
work, then, is given to the re-
maining members : kingdom work
it is indeed, and accompanied also
by kingdom joys and blessings .
Although yet in the flesh and pur-
suing this appointed work at the
expense of self-sacrifice, and in the
face of much opposition, these are
already entering into the joys of
their Lord—the joys of a full ap-
preciation of the divine plan and
of the privilege of working out
that plan, and, in conjunction with
their Lord and Redeemer, of offer-
ing everlasting life and blessings
to all the families of the earth . "—
pp. 235, 23 6

Eo co a96. y 4eetoed
Comforted

Dear Sirs : I am a regular listener to
your enlightening broadcast every Mon -
day evening from Luxembourg. May
I say what a great help and comfort
your messages have proved to be in a
time of special need . I shall do my
utmost, with God's help, to spread the
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good news to as many as possible .
There are a number of my friends who
listen to your broadcasts . May I take
advantage of your free offer of the
booklet, "When a Man Dies ." I am
most anxious to hear more about these
great truths, and will pass on the book
to my friends. May God bless you in
your work . Yours truly, L . B., Eng-
land .

Instructiv e
Dear Sirs : In reply to your offer from

Luxembourg I apply for the "Hell"
book . Your broadcasts are certainly
interesting and instructive, and I would
so much like to follow up the subject
of "hell ." May God's richest blessin g
rest upon all your labours in making
the Scriptures interesting to all lis-
teners, and may many have their
"blind" eyes opened to the "light" o f
his Word . Yours sincerely, F . A ., Eng-
land .

Helped

Dear Sirs : I enjoy listening to you r
questions and answers, and I find them
a constant source of help in my own
private Bible studies . I would be ver y
pleased if you would send me the boo k
you announced in your broadcast .
Yours in Christ, A . Y., Northern Ire -
land .

More Regular Listener s

Dear Friends : I have just listene d
with great interest to the subject of
"Spiritualism," and I would be very
grateful if you could send me a copy
of the booklet offered . Please keep up
your most enlightening broadcasts . It
is indeed a treat to hear the current
religious queries discussed so simply,
and yet expertly . I thoroughly enjoyed
the reading of "When a Man Dies," and
many of my friends have now become
regular listeners to your programme.
God bless you, S . N., England .

Drawn Nearer to God
Dear Friends: Christian greetings in

the Lord's name! I want to thank you
for the books you so kindly sent me a
few weeks ago . They have been the
means of drawing me nearer to God ,
and proving to me that the Scripture s
are a reality to those who believe. Your
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broadcasts are a tonic to me . I would
not miss them for anything . You mak e
the Scriptures so real to me . May God
richly bless your work for him . I never
knew the Word could be expounded
in such a lovely way . I am a Salvatio n
Army Corps organist, and I get the op-
portunity to pass on the informatio n
contained in your messages . I get in-
volved in many debates, but your
booklets help me out . I am deeply in-
terested in the work of God's kingdom ,
and assure you that I want to do his
will, and to pass on his Word to others .
Your discussions bring relief and de-
light. I have grown spiritually brighter
and, praise God, through you I hav e
been brought nearer to him. I con-
tinue to pray for you, and trust tha t
God will richly bless you and your
ministry . Yours in his service, J . H . S . ,
England .

A Message from Scotland

Dear Friends : How glad I am that I
read that newspaper advertisement in
"The Scotsman," and became ac-
quainted with "Frank and Ernest" o n
the radio, and by print. I have bee n
receiving The Dawn Magazine for sev-
eral months, and enjoy it very much .
I was brought up in a good home, an d
attended Sunday School and church ,
but did not come into contact with
Evangelical Christians until my arm y
service days, when I became friendly
with some of these young men who also
were in the army. They were indeed
splendid lads. Needless to say they
gave me the Gospel message as the y
understood it, and pleaded with me to
accept it . It was so simple—just ac-
cept. I felt that I should, but someho w
couldn't . Something, somewhere, wa s
amiss . Yes, it occurred to me that if
what they said were true, then my
parents, brother, sisters, and most, i f
not all of my friends, were doomed to
a terrible fate . Under such circum-
stances, how could I be happy, as they
said I would be? These possibilitie s
against which my reason rebelled did
not seem to worry them. So you can
see that the stage was all set for a con-
flict in my mind—and conflict I had .
You can well imagine, therefore, how
inspiring your books are to me. They
give me a new, and so satisfying con-
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ception of God and his wonderful love .
I can now see a meaning and purpos e
to things. My heart is satisfied and
my reason is satisfied. Yours sincerely ,
C. C., Scotland .

Comfort and Inspiration
Dear Sirs : Grateful thanks for th e

books which you have sent to me in th e
past. They have been a great sourc e
of comfort and inspiration. I should
be pleased to receive your booklet ,
"Spiritualism," offered in your broad-
cast . Sincere thanks for your uplift-
ing and clear thoughts, as you open u p
the Bible truths to listeners on Mon -
day evenings . With all good wishes,
Yours faithfully, H. S., England.

Food for Thought
SOLOMON said, "As a man

thinketh in his heart, so is he . " It
is your thoughts that determin e
your character and destiny. Peo-
ple nowadays often scoff at the old-
fashion mottoes that mother use d
to hang on the walls, such as "Love
One Another, " "Dare to Do Right, "
"God Bless Our Home," etc. Of
course, if you only hang your mot -
toes on the wall, they are wors e
than useless . But if you hang
them in your mind and heart an d
think about them; try to picture
how they fit into various situations ,
such as "special temptations," and
"besetting sins, " it may happen
that having the right "motto" ready
at the right moment will be your
salvation in moments of tempta-
tion .

Every moment you think clearly
about truth, honor, gentleness ,
goodness, " things of good report, "
builds a habit of right-thinking ;
and "if ye do these things, ye shal l
never fall . "—Selected
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S
C. A . CORNEL L

Anerley	 March

	

2 3

EDWARD FAY

Anerley . . . .

	

.	 April

	

1
Maidstone or Chatham

	

2
Grays	 3
Ilford	 4
West Wickham	 5, 6
Portsmouth	 8, 9
Eastleigh	 10, 1 1
Yeovil	 12-1 4

J . E . HUMPHREY

Guildford	 March

	

1 6
Anerley	 April

	

2 0

J . H . MURRA Y

Ossett	 March

	

2
Ipswich	 9
Dewsbury	 April

	

6

Yeovil	 12-1 4
Portsmouth	 27

W. E . PAMPLIN G

Leigh (Afternoon)	 March

	

9
Warrington (Evening)	 9
Oxford	 23
Yeovil	 April 12-1 4
Lincoln	 2 0

CONVENTION : Brother Edward Fay wil l
serve at Yeovil, April 12 to 14 . Details ma y
be obtained from the secretary, Mr . W . F .
Fox, 34 St . Michaels Road, Yeovil, Somerset.

"FRANK AND ERNEST" BROADCAST S

"Radio Luxembourg "

Mondays, 11 :15 P . M.—208 Meters, 1439 kc .
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AVAILABLE IN GREAT BRITAI N
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES—Full Set of Si x
Volumes, 18/ 9

Volumes- 1, 2, and 3—2/6 each ; paper bound ,
Vol . I only—1/ 3

Volumes 4, 5, and 6—3/9 eac h

Berean Question Books—For Volumes I, 6d; II ,
6d; III, 6d ; IV, 8d ; V, 8d; VI, 8d .

Free Literature

"Frank and Ernest" Announcement Cards fo r
Radio Luxembourg . Order as many as yo u
can use .

ONEPENNY BOOKLETS
God's Hand in the Affuirs of Men ; Divine In-
tervention Near; The Judgment Day; God's
Remedy for a World Gone Mad; God's Restitu-
tion Project.

THREEPENNY BOOKLETS—2/6 per doze n

Spiritualism ; Jesus, the World's Savior ; Hop e
for a Fear-Filled World ; Father, Son, and Hol y
Spirit; Armageddon; Does God Answer Prayer?

SIXPENNY BOOKLETS

Our Lords Return; God's Plan; The Truth About
Hell ; God and Reason; Hope Beyond the
Grave ; Creation ; A Royal Nation ; Chose n
People; When a Man Dies.

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATION S

"Behold Your King" (Cloth)—2/6; (Paper)—1/ 3
God's Promises Come True—10/ -

Daily Heavenly Manna—(Cloth)—2/6 ; (de luxe )
-6/ 3

Hymns of Dawn (Cloth)—5/- each ; withou t
music, 1/3

Tabernacle Shadows (Cloth)—2/6 eac h

Moffatt's Translation (Complete Bible)—17/6

The Everlasting Gospel—8d each; 7/6 per doze n

Hope (Consolation booklet)—1/2 a dozen

"Songs in the Night"—2/6

Our Most Holy Faith—10 /
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q 4eteezd
In Earnes t

Dear "Frank and Ernest" : Would
you please send me a copy of you r
book, "Hope Beyond the Grave, "
and also, "God and Reason . " I
like your Sunday broadcasts so
much! They are a real help and
comfort in these times of confu-
sion. I am earnest when I say tha t
your programs are helping me t o
understand God and his place in
my life, and just what he wants m e
to do in this world. L. E., Ky .

In a Factory
Dear "Frank and Ernest" : I

work in a factory known as the
Can-Ark Pottery Plant. We, the
employees, have formed a "Frank
and Ernest" Club. We listen t o
your program every Sunday, and
my, how we enjoy it! Since most
of our day's work is done sitting
down, we get awfully tired—or we
did before we formed the club .
Now, when we feel that we can ' t
sit still any longer, we start talk-
ing about your programs and dis-
cussing the things you tell us ove r
the radio. There are sixty of us i n
the club, but of course we woul d
not ask for that many booklets —
just a few, and we will read and
study them together. Thanks. The
"Frank and Ernest" Club, Ark .

Own Questions Answered
My Dear Sirs : I have just lis-

tened to another of your broad-
casts, and I must repeat that your
method of questions and answers
is most interesting. I just feel as
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though I were asking some of the
questions, as they have to do with
the same problems I have been
pondering over . Thanking you
sincerely, I am, Yours in the faith,
W. F. S ., Pa .

From a Minister

Dear Sirs : A number of us are
very much interested in your pro -
gram broadcast Sunday noon . The
offer of a little book free, "What
Can a Man Believe? " struck a re-
sponsive cord in the minds of a
few members of our class in leader -
ship training, and if possible we
would like you to send ten copies
for use in our class. Our particu-
lar aim is to determine how to
present the Bible to youth an d
adults, to make it a living book .
Thank you for your offer, and in
hope of receiving the books soon,
I am, Very sincerely yours, Rev.
P. P., Pa .

In the Far Corners

Dear Sirs : Please send me your
book, "What Can a Man Believe? "
My eighty-one year old mothe r
and I listen to your talks each Sun -
day and enjoy them very much.
After reading your booklets, I send
them on to British Guiana wher e
they are used in a Bible Class tha t
I had the joy of helping with i n
1949 and 1950 . They write and tell
me how much they enjoy them so
I wanted you to know that your
work reaches the far corners of the
earth . Thanking you in advance
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for the booklet, I remain, yours
truly, Mrs . C. W. R., Montana .

Appreciates Scripture Studies
Dear Sirs : I have received from

your Toronto office the six volume s
of Studies in the Scriptures, an d
I am thoroughly enjoying them .
I have already finished "The Di -
vine Plan of the Ages . " Thank you
for the books, and also for you r
last Sunday's message over th e
radio, "What Is Truth? " May God
bless you, is my prayer . J. E. G . ,
Canada .

The Kingdom Near
Dear "Frank and Ernest": Your

broadcasts are surely telling the
truth, and with so much confuse d
religion the truth surely sounds
good. None tells us that the king-
dom of Christ is at the door, an d
that this is man 's only hope in this
troubled world . Kindly mail m e
the "Hope" book, and "What Can
a Man Believe? " May God bles s
all your efforts. Sincerely yours ,
G. C . S ., Ohio .

God Is Love

Dear "Frank and Ernest ": I am
very interested in your program .
Long before I heard you I was a
regular reader of the Bible . I was
puzzled at first how a God of lov e
—as I know in my heart he is —
could be a God of vengeance, so I
prayed earnestly for understand-
ing. I write this from my heart .
I thank you and look forward t o
your program, as now I realize that
where before I felt lost and
doomed, now I know that the here-
after is something glorious. I now
know that Christ came to seek and
to save that which was lost, and
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not to doom them. Yours very
sincerely, M. A., Canada .

Comforting and Satisfying
Gentlemen: A few days ago w e

received your booklets . entitled
"Jesus, the World 's Savior " and
"Our Lord 's Return, " and wish t o
thank you for them. We have been
listening to your broadcasts every
Sunday, and surely have enjoyed
them very much . For years we
have been groping, as it were, for
the "right thing" religiously, and
we really cannot understand no w
why we had never heard of your
beautiful belief until quite recent-
ly. It is so very grand and beauti-
ful, as well as comforting and
satisfying . I wish you would send
me some of the literature you have
for general distribution . Awaiting
an early reply, I remain, Very
truly yours, C. M. M., Montana .

Receives a Blessing

Dear Sirs : It is a pleasure for m e
to say what a blessing comes to m e
at different times when I listen to
the "Frank and Ernest " programs ,
as I learn something from the Bi-
ble which I never dreamed it con-
tained. It should be taken into our
hearts . I am also pleased with all
the literature I have received, and
I am telling others about this won-
derful printed matter telling of
God's great love for us . Your
magazine, The Dawn, contains so
much for a thirsty soul which i s
seeking for God . May God bless
you all . W. W. W., Pa .

The Dawn Gives Joy
Dear Sir : I have just come into

possession of a copy of The Dawn ,
and that is why I am taking the



ENCOURAGING LETTERS

liberty of writing to you . I cannot
put it into words how much I hav e
enjoyed reading it. And now I
wish to ask you to send me som e
more of your literature . I am a
former displaced person . Like
many others I was forced to leav e
my native country to escape the
Russian tyranny. My family and I
arrived in this country only re-
cently, under the resettlement pro -
gram. When I was in my own
country I never heard about thes e
things . I am spiritually hungry t o
know the truth. I hope that soon
I may be able to find work as I am
anxious to pay for the literature .
Thanking you in advance, R . K. ,
Minn .

Should Have Know n
Dear Sirs: Please accept the

small gift I am sending you to help
spread this real Gospel message .
I don't think I could tell you on
this sheet of paper just how much
it has meant to me . My eyes have
been opened to the truth of the
Gospel as recorded in his Word .
So many things I did not under -
stand have been made plain. Be-
ing a minister I should have known
these things, but did not. I thank
you again for The Dawn Magazine ,
and will you pray especially for me
that I may comply fully with Rom-
ans 12 :1, 2 . Yours in love, T. W . ,
Pa .

Still Listening

Dear Sirs : Please send me th e
booklet, "What Can a Man Be-
lieve?" I am still listening to your
discussions on the Scriptures. Since

I have learned the truth of God's
Word through your broadcasts and
literature it seems as though lif e
would be almost impossible with -
out this knowledge. May God bless
you in your work. We have sev-
eral friends who listen with us
each Sunday. Yours sincerely, L.
C. S ., South Carolina .

Searched Many Place s
Dear Sirs : I am enclosing one

dollar to renew my subscription t o
The Dawn Magazine. I have "The
Divine Plan of the Ages " and "Be-
hold Your King," also other litera-
ture which you put out . From
reading and studying your inter-
pretations of the Bible I have bee n
able to help others who were as
bewildered and confused as I wa s
before I had the good fortune of
hearing "Frank and Ernest" on th e
radio. I had gone to Sunday
School regularly as a child (Pres-
byterian) . I had also studied for
over a year with a Seventh Ad-
ventist Bible teacher, and attended
Bible Studies with a group o f
Jehovah 's Witnesses, and read lit -
erature of Christian Science . So
you see I was searching for some -
thing to hold on to. In the present
time when the world is in such a
perilous state, this truth I have
learned from you is such a comfor t
to me that I do not know how I
could do without it. I do believe
that God has sent this light into
the world, and I wish that ever y
human being could have the bless-
ing that I have had since it brough t
light and understanding to me.
Sincerely, Mrs . L . D. T., N. Y .
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Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ
H . E. ANDERSON LUDLOW P . LOOMI S

Miami,

	

Fla	 Feb . 29-Mar . 2 Paterson,

	

N . J	 Mar. 9
Allentown,

	

Pa	 2 3
JULIUS BEDNARZ

Wallingford, Conn . (Morning)

	

.

	

Mar . 2
JOHN Y. MAC AULAY

Bridgeport, Conn . (Afternoon)	 2 Clio, Ala	 Mar. 2- 4
Riverhills,

	

Fla	 6
ALFRED BURNS Orlando, Fla	 7-9

St .

	

Petersburg,

	

Fla	 1 0
Gary, Indiana	 Mar . 30 Sarasota, Fla	 11,1 2

Ft . Meyers, Fla	 1 3
GEORGE B. CLARK Miami, Fla	 14-1 6

Ft .

	

Pierce,

	

Fla	 19,2 0
Miami, Fla	 Feb . 29-Mar . 2 Jacksonville,

	

Fla	 21-2 3
Augusta, Ga	 25-2 7

JENS COPELAND Rockmart, Ga	 2 8

Kenosha, Wis	 Mar. 9 Knoxville,

	

Tenn	 30

St . Louis, Mo	 24 LaFollette,

	

Tenn	 3 1
Springfield, Mo	 2 5
Tulsa,

	

Okla	 26 E . R . MAC JILTO N

Muskogee, Okla	 27 . East Liverpool, Ohio	 Mar . 9
Durant,

	

Okla	 2 8
Weatherford, Tex	 30 ADAM MISKAWIT Z

ORLANDO D . DEIFER Milwaukee, Wis	 Mar . 9

Reading, Pa	 Mar . 2 MARTIN C . MITCHELL
Brooklyn,

	

N . Y	 30
Albany, N . Y	 Mar . 9

THOMAS FAY Groton, Conn	 Mar . 1 5
New London, Conn	 1 6

Riverside, Calif .

	

(Morning)

	

. . . .

	

Mar . 1 6
Pomona, Calif . (Afternoon)	 16 ROY E . MITCHELL

IRVING C. FOSS Paterson, N . J	 Mar . 2 3

Fresno,

	

Calif	 Mar . 2 N . MOLENAA R

GEORGE O. JEUCK San Diego, Calif	 Mar. 9

Miami,

	

Fla	 Feb . 29-Mar . 2 EVERETT MURRA Y

Miami, Fla	 Mar . 1, 2
ARTHUR H . KRUMPOLT Jacksonville,

	

Fla	 5
Augusta, Ga . 6Lehighton,

	

Pa	 Mar . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hendersonville,

	

N .

	

C . 7New Brunswick, N . J	 9 . . . . . . . . . . . .
Knoxville, Tenn	 8, 9

RAYMOND J . KRUP A

Paterson, N . J	 Mar . 2

LEON H . NORBY

Lancaster, Pa	 Mar. 1 6
Wilkes-Barre, Pa	 16 Waterbury, Conn	 23

6 2



SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

HARRY PASSIOS GEORGE M . WILSON

Washington, Pa	 Mar . 16 Miami, Fla	 Feb . 29-Mar,

	

2
St .

	

Petersburg,

	

Fla	 1 6

W . NORMAN WOODWORT HE . K . PENROS E

Gary,

	

Indiana	 March 30 Miami, Fla	 Feb . 29-Mar	 2
Jacksonville,

	

Fla	 3
G. RUSSELL POLLOCK Atlanta, Ga	 4

Miami,

	

Fla	 Feb .

	

29-Mar . 2 Hendersonville,

	

N . C.

	

5
Roanoke, Va	 6

LEO B . POST Waterbury, Conn	 2 3

La

	

Salle,

	

III	 Mar . 16 ERNEST G . WYLAM

LaSalle,

	

III	 Mar	 1, 2
FRED W . RICE Clinton,

	

Iowa	 3

Stockton, Calif	 Mar . 2
Rockford, III	 4
Indianapolis,

	

Ind.

	

2 3Whittier,

	

Calif	 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
New Albany, Ind	 2 8
Cincinnati, Ohio	 3 0
Columbus,

	

Ind	 3 1GEORGE P . RIPPER

San

	

Luis

	

Obispo,

	

Calif .

	

(Sat .)

	

Mar. 15
HARRY L . YOUN G

ALFRED L . SMITH Easton, Pa	 Mar	 9
Pottstown, Pa	 2 3

Philadelphia,

	

Pa	 Mar. 2
C . W . ZAHNOW

J . H . L. TRAUTFELTER San Antonio, Tex	 Mar	 2
Washington, D . C	 Mar . 23 Taft,

	

Tex	 3
Galveston,

	

Tex	 4, 5

W. P. TWELKER Houston, Tex	 6, 7
Dallas, Tex	 8

Santa Ana, Calif	 Mar . 23 Dallas, Tex . (Morning)	 9
Ft . Worth, Tex . (Afternoon),	 9

J . I . VAN HORNE Ft . Worth, Tex	 1 0
Weatherford, Tex	 11,1 2

Duquesne, Pa	 Mar . 2 Mineral Wells, Tex	 1 3
Monnesen, Pa	 23 Sunset, Tex	 1 4

Bowie,

	

Tex	 15-1 7
FELIX S . WASSMANN Electra,

	

Tex	 1 8

Waterbury, Conn	 Mar . 23 Iowa Park, Tex	 1 9
Nacona, Tex	 20

CLAUDE R . WEIDA Ada, Okla	 2 1
Oklahoma City, Okla 	 23, 2 4

Baltimore,

	

Md .

	

(Morning)

	

.

	

Mar . 9 Muskogee, Okla	 25,26
Wilmington,

	

Del .

	

(Afternoon)	 9 Stigler,

	

Okla	 27,2 8
Mahanoy City, Pa	 16 Ft. Smith, Ark	 30,31

Are you enjoying The Dawn? Since it is more blessed to give tha n

to receive, why not share its blessings with others? Gift subscriptio n

offer of six for $5 .00 still applies. Single subscriptions $1 .00.



CONVENTIONS
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For Mutual Fellowship, Edification, and Service
MIAMI, FLORIDA, February 29-March 2 —
Opens Friday at 9 :30 a. m . in the Simpson
Memorial Hall, 55 S. W. 17th Road. For
reservations and other details write th e
secretary, Mrs. E . M. Castleberry, 2028 S. W .
Second Street, Miami 35 .
KENMORE, N . Y., March 2—Regular monthl y
gathering in the Kenmore Lodge, No . 795 ,
I. O . O. F . Temple, Kenmore and Myro n
Avenues, beginning at 2 :30 p . m.
ALBANY, N . Y ., March 9—Y . W . C . A . Build-
ing, 5 Lodge Street .
SAGINAW, MICHIGAN, March 9—Woman's
Club, 311 N . Jefferson Street . Opens a t
10 :20 a . m .
BOWIE, TEXAS, March 16—Regular thir d
Sunday convention . For details write Mr .
J. Frank Whitaker, R. F . D . 1, Sunset .
CLEVELAND, OHIO, March 16—Opens 9 :3 0
a . m . in the Y . M . C . A . Building, Prospect
Avenue and East 22nd Street.
SALEM, OREGON, March 16—Home gather-
ing 2239 State Street .
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, March 23—912 N . La-
Salle Street.
WATERBURY, CONN ., March 23—Opens 9 :3 0
a . m. in the Temple Hall, 156 W. Mai n
Street, at Park Place .
BROOKLYN, N . Y., March 30—Neighborhoo d
Club, 104 Clark Street . Regular fifth Sun -
day convention .

CINCINNATI, OHIO, March 30—Mornin g
services to be held in the Finance Building ,
616 Walnut Street, 4th floor . Afternoo n
meeting place to be announced .
DETROIT, MICHIGAN, March 30—Maccabee s
Building, Woodward Avenue at Putnam .
GARY, INDIANA, March 30—All sessions to
be held in the Y. M . C . A. Building, 5th an d
Adams Streets, beginning at 9 :45 a. m .
Closing service will end at 4 :00 p. m .

LOS ANGELES, CALIF ., March 30—Opens a t
10 :00 a . m . in the Foresters Hall, 1329 South
Hope Street . For room reservations an d
other information write the class secretary ,
Mr . A. W. Abrahamsen, 2816 West 83r d
Street, Inglewood 4 .
WEATHERFORD, TEXAS, March 30—Zion Hil l
Country Schoolhouse .
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, April 5, 6—Pre-
Memorial Convention . Opens Saturday i n
the Unitarian Church, 807 West Street . A
baptismal service is arranged for Saturda y
evening in the Seventh Day Adventist Church ,
11th and Adams Streets . Sunday meetings
will be held in the Hotel Dupont, Gold Roo m
Suite, 10th and Market Streets . For roo m
reservations and other information write the
class secretary, Mrs. Peter Kolliman, 404
West 31st Street, Wilmington .

PATERSON, N . J ., April 13—Details in Apri l
issue .
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WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS
MARCH 6—"I have learned, in whatso-
ever state I am, therewith to be con -
tent. I know both how to be abased ,
and I know how to abound ."—Phil . 4 :11 ,
12 (Z . '03-10. Hymn 124 )
MARCH 13—"As many, therefore, as
are perfect, should be of this mind ; an d
if in anything you think differently ,
God will reveal this to you ; but to
what we have attained, let us walk b y
the same line ."—Phil . 3 :15-17, Diaglott
(Z. '01-10. Hymn 87)

MARCH 20—"If ye continue in M y
Word, then are ye My disciples indeed ;
and ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free ."—John 8 :31,
32 (Z . '03-61. Hymn 22 )

MARCH 27—"I pray for them . . . that
they may be one . . . that they may be
made perfect in one . . . that the world
may know that Thou hast . . . loved
them as Thou hast loved Me."—John
17:20-23 (Z. '03-79. Hymn 191 )
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DAWN PUBLICATION S
BIBLE PROPHECY GROU P

Armageddon—32 pages, 5 cents .
Hope fora Fear-filled World—32 pages,5 cents .
Our Lord's Return—48 pages, 10 cents .
A Royal Nation—32 pages, 10 cents .
God and Reason—96 pages, 10 cents .
"Behold Your King"—160 pages, maroo n
cloth, 50 cents, twelve for $5 .00 .
Chosen People—64 pages, 10 cents .

DOCTRINAL SUBJECTS
Born of the Spirit—32 pages, 5 cents .
What Can a Man Believe?—32 pages, 5 cents .
The Day of Judgment—32 pages, 5 cents.
Divine Healing—32 pages, 5 cents .
Spiritualism—32 pages, 5 cents .
Jesus, the World ' s Savior—32 pages, 5 cents .
Father, Son, Holy Spirit—32 pages, 5 cents .
Does God Answer Prayer?—32 pages, 5 cents .
The Truth About Hell—64 pages, 10 cents .
Creation—112 pages, 10 cents .
Hope Beyond the Grave—96 pages, 10 cents .
God's Plan—48 pages, 10 cents .
When a Man Dies—48 pages, 10 cents .
Tabernacle Shadows, with questions—164
pages, cloth, 50 cents .
The Everlasting Gospel—64 pages, 15 cents ;
twenty-five or more, 10 cents each .
Hope—16 pages, 25 cents a dozen . Price
includes envelops to match .

ON THE CHRISTIAN LIF E
Our Most Holy Faith—The "Reprint" book;
more than 700 pages, cloth, $2 .00.
"Songs in the Night"—Daily texts and com-
ments : cloth, 50 cents .
Hymns of Dawn—With music, cloth, $1 .00;
without music, 25 cents .
Daily Heavenly Manna—cloth, $1 .00 .

FOR THE CHILDREN
God 's Promises Come True—Contains fift y
stories of the Bible, written in a style fasci-
nating to both children and grownups :
nearly 400 pages, cloth, illustrated, $1 .00 .

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE S
GERMAN : "Behold Your King," 50 cents;
God and Reason, 10 cents; Spiritualism, 1 0
cents ; Daily Heavenly Manna, 50 cents ; Th e
Divine Plan of the Ages, 50 cents .
ITALIAN : God and Reason, 10 cents; God 's
Remedy for a World Gone Mad, 5 cents ; The
Divine Plan of the Ages, 50 cents.
FRENCH : God's Plan, 10 cents; God an d
Reason, 10 cents ; "Behold Your King," 5 0
cents ; Daily Heavenly Manna, 50 cents ;
God's Remedy, 10 cents.
GREEK: God and Reason, 10 cents; Hymns of
Dawn, without music, 25 cents .
LITHUANIAN : "Behold Your King," 25 cents .

i

All 5 cent booklets, 25 for $1 .00; 10 cent booklets, 12 for $1 .00 .

Studies in the Scriptures
SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3.75

Volume I—The Divine Plan of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents, ten o r
more 40 cents each ; paper, 30 cents, ten or more 23 cents each ;
Library Edition, cloth, $1 .00
Volume II—The Time Is at Hand, cloth, 50 cents each .
Volume III—Thy Kingdom Come, cloth, 50 cents each .
Volume IV—The Battle of Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each .
Volume V—The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth, 85 cents .
Volume VI—The New Creation, cloth, 85 cents each .
Question Books for Volumes 1-3, 10 cents each ; Volumes 4-6, 15 cents each .

DAWN PUBLICATIONS, East Rutherford, N . J . Orders not acknowledged unless requested .



To Us the Scriptures Clearly Teac h
That the church is "the temple of the living God"—

peculiarly "his workmanship" ; that its construction has
been in progress throughout the Gospel age—ever sinc e
Christ became the world's Redeemer and the chief corne r
stone of this temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessings shall come "to all people," and they find acces s
to him .—1 Cor . 3 :16, 17; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing o f
consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin pro-
gresses, and when the last of these "living stones," "elec t

I

	

and precious," shall have been made ready, the grea t
Master Workman will bring all together in the first resur-
rection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and
be the meeting place between God and men throughou t
the Millennium.—Rev . 15 :5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the worl d
lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of Go d
tasted death for every man," "a ransom for all," and wil l
be "the true light which lighteth every man that comet h
into the world," "in due time ."—Heb. 2:9; John 1 :9 ;
I Tim . 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like he r
Lord, "see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divin e
nature," and share his glory as his joint-heir .—1 John 3 :2 ;
John 17:24 ; Rom. 8 :17; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfectin g
of the saints for the future work of service; to develop i n
herself every grace ; to be God's witness to the world ; an d
to prepare to be the kings and priests in the next age . —
Eph . 4 :12; Matt . 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings o f
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ' s
millennial kingdom—the restitution of all that was lost i n
Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands o f
their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all the wil-
fully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35

C(
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