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COMING CONVENTIONS
GARY, IND., Sunday, May 14. This gathering of

the Gary Junior Ecclesia will be held in the Froebel
High School Auditorium, 15th Avenue and Madiso n
Street. A hearty welcome is extended to all . Fur-
ther details may be had by addressing the secre-
tary, Walter Wojcik Jr ., 1104 Maryland Street, Gary

LEBANON, PA., Sunday, May 7. . All sessions will
be held in Sons of America Hall, Cumberland Street .
There will be a public witness at three o'clock in th e
afternoon.

PITTSBURGH, PA., Sunday, May 14. This all-day
gathering of friends in the Tri-State district will be
held in the regular meeting place of the Pittsburg h
Ecclesia, which is the old Bible House Chapel, locate d
at 610 Arch Street, N. S., Pittsburgh. The chapel i s
now known as the O. of I . A. Temple. Lunch—both
noon and evening—will be provided for all. All
meetings will be held on Daylight Savings time .

NEWARK, OHIO, Sunday, May 7 . This convention
is sponsored by the Newark Ecclesia, in cooperatio n
with the Piqua, Zanesville, Crooksville and Columbus
Ecclesias of Ohio. All sessions will be held in the
Newark High School Auditorium. There will be a
public address by Brother Zahnow at 3 o'clock in the
afternoon .

ALLENTOWN, PA ., Sunday, May 21 . Both morn-
ing and afternoon sessions of this gathering will be
held in the P. O. S. of A. Hall, 38 South 5th Street .
There will be a public meeting at 3 o'clock in th e
afternoon .

CHICAGO, ILL., May 27-30 . This gathering will
be held in the regular meeting place of the Chicago
Bible Students, which is the Central Masonic Temple ,
910 N. La Salle Street. The Chicago brethren are
anticipating a rich spiritual blessing for all who can
meet with them on the occasion of this four-day
convention. The program has been arranged with
the view of building up the brethren and also to giv e
a witness for the truth to others . On Monday, the
29th, the friends will be given the opportunity to
participate in tract distribution, and on Monday even-
ing there will be a public address. For additional
information, write to I . C. Foss, 5944 N. Knox Ave . ,
Chicago, Ill .

CINCINNATI, OHIO, May 27, 28 . .All sessions of
this gathering will be held on the 5th floor, of the
Young Womens Christian Association Building, Ninth
and Walnut Streets. The Cincinnati brethren are
enthusiastic over the prospects for this convention .
A public witness will be given Sunday evening ,
Brother Kendall being the speaker, who will use a s
his subject, "What Is to Become of The Jew?" For
additional information, address Convention Chairman ,
Horace K. Blinn, 2002 Clarion Avenue, Cincinnati, O .

JACKSON, MICH., Sunday, June 4. A cordial in-
vitation is extended to all who can make it conven-
ient to attend this one-day gathering. It is expected
that Brother Edwin Procter, of New Bedford, Mass . ,
will serve on the program. For further information
address, Mrs. A. A. Lutz, 743 W. Morrell Street ,
Jackson, Mich.

"WHITSUN CONVENTION IN ENGLAND . The
Annual Whitsun Convention will be held at Leicester ,
by invitation of the friends in that city, and arrange-

ments are being made for a season of fellowship
and instruction which will be a real stimulus by the
way. The sessions will continue from Saturday after -
noon to Monday evening, and will be held in th e
Little Theatre, in the centre of the city and quit e
near to main line railway stations . Since Leiceste r
is. such an ideal centre, it is hoped that a goodly
number of friends will avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity.

"Requests for accommodations should be addressed
to Brother R. Thurman, 79 Stafford Street, Leicester ;
and it will be a great help if the friends will mak e
their requirements known as quickly as possible .
Programmes and all other details concerning the ar-
rangements can be obtained from the Bible Students '
Committee, 24, Darwin Road, Welling, Kent . "

LEHIGHTON, PA., Sunday, June 11. All sessions
of this one-day gathering will be held in the Muni-
cipal Building, at the Park . A public witness will b e
given at 3 o 'clock in the afternoon. The conventio n
opens in the morning .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Saturday and Sunday,
June 24 and 25 . .This gathering is sponsored by the
Junior Bible Students of Minneapolis . All are cor-
dially invited to attend, including the senior brethren .
Brother Siekman, of the Batavia, Ill., Ecclesia, will
be one of the out-of-town speakers . For furthe r
information address, Thaddeus Kozakiewicz, 3834
Queen Avenue, North Minneapolis, Minn .

DETROIT, MICH., July 1-4. The further details of
this four-day gathering will be announced later .

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 1-4. (See Talking
Things Over )

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., July 8, 9. The Bay
Cities Ecclesias are arranging to hold this two day
convention, and have promised further details later .
Secretary: Mrs. Eva M. Small, 83 Randolph Ave. ,
South San Francisco, Calif .

MID-WEST GENERAL CONVENTION, August
2-6. Arrangements for this gathering are under way ,
and further announcements will be made from time
to time .

DETROIT, MICH., Junior Bible Students Conven-
tion, September 2-4. This will be the annual gather-
ing of the Junior Bible Students in Detroit . Details
later.

SAGINAW, MICH., September 2-4. The friends in
Saginaw plan to hold their regular Labor Day con-
vention again this year . Details later . Secretary :
Mr. C. A. Sundbom, Route 1, Saginaw, Mich .

ST. LOUIS, MO., October 7, 8. This convention will
begin Saturday afternoon and continue on through
Sunday. Further details later.

TABERNACLE SHADOWS

This is an exact reproduction of the original, with
Berean Questions bound under the same cover .
25 cents each .

THE DAWN, 136 Fulton Street, BROOKLYN, N . Y.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

This Melting Earth—A notation of the manner in
which the elements of earth's society are disintegrat-
ing, leading to the ultimate collapse of "the world that
now is."

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL

The Jew and the World Crisis— An examination of
many of the prophecies which point out the manner in
which God deals with His ancient people in the end o f
the age .

THE CHRSTIAN LIFE

"When as Yet There Was None of Them"—A study of
the subject of God's foreknowledge as it operates i n
connection with the call and preparation of those who
will take part in the work of the Kingdom.
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Memories of Bethany—A meditation by which the
writer accompanies Jesus in His visits to Bethany, and
seeks to enter into the spirit of those occasions, and to
glean from the recorded incidents practical lessons for
the Christian today.
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NEST MONTH

IF GOD BE FOR US

St. Paul's words, "If God be fo r
us, who can be against us?" ex-
presses the great fundamental
which underlies success in all
Christian endeavor . Without God
we can do nothing; with Him we
can do everything that His will
requires. This article reviews
many of the promises of the Word
by which we are assured of divine
cooperation and guidance, and
the conditions upon which we may
claim these promises for ourselves..

THE PHILOSOPHY
OF THE

SIN-OFFERIN G

This will be the first in a series
of contributed articles dealing
with this subject which is so vita l
to the divine plan of atonement.
The first of the series will deal
particularly with the various
Scriptural classifications of sin,
and how the atoning work of
Christ is related thereto. We
trust that these articles will serve
to stir up the minds of the breth-
ren to enjoy helpful Bible studies
on this subject.

OUR REASONABLE SERVIC E

This article was promised for
May, but is held over for the June
issue. It deals with the manner
in which God has bestowed His
benefits upon us, and of how we
should, in return, pay our vows
unto Him .
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a n
THIS MELTING EART H

ONE prominent news writer, because he at-
tempts to set forth the causes of what is taking
place in the world, labels his column, "The News
Behind the News." While this writer no doubt
faithfully endeavors to "get at the bottom of
things," as it were , yet there is only one source
of information that gives us the real reason for
the world's present chaotic and distressed condi-
tion, and that is the Bible, the Word of God .
Briefly stated, the Bible describes what men cal l
civilization as "this present evil world [Greek ,
cosmos ] ," and in its preview of the events no w
transpiring explains that they are related to the
melting, or disintegration of an order of things
that by divine decree has been judged unfit fo r
continued existence .

This passing away of that which the Apostle
Peter names "the world that now is," is describe d
in various ways. One of the Scriptural symbol-
isms employed in the prophecies pertaining to it
is that of "melting." Peter, for example, says ,
"The elements shall melt with fervent heat ." (2
Pet. 3 : 10 .) In Psalm 46 :6 we read that God "ut-
tered His voice, the earth melted ." What a
graphic description this is of what we see goin g
on in the earth today . Melting is a breaking down
of the cohesion of elements, and how apparent
Is the loss of cohesion among all the various ele-
ments that go to make up the present world-order .

All the "elements " of this "world" seem affected
by the melting process . The intense heat, en-
gendered by friction and strife among the ele-
ments, is already having its effect . Some of the
primary elements that go to make up this "present
evil world" are, the capital, labor, social, finan-
cial, religious, political, national and international .
The news of the past month have revealed a defi-
nite drift of all these elements toward a furthe r
disintegration .

That the world, during the month, has been on
the brink of a war that according to expert s
would have destroyed civilization, may properl y
be looked upon as significant ; but, that the war
was temporarily averted should not be taken as
a token that the world has been saved from a
cataclysm. The melting processes which are dis-
solving the "world that now is," are not by an y
means limited to armed combat by totalitarian an d
democratic nations . Other forces are also at work,

undermining the stability of all present institu-
tions.

One of the foundation stones of what men call
civilization, is finance . Today, nearly everything
that is taking place, nationally and internationally,
is tending to weaken the financial foundation s
of the world. It is a well known fact that no bus-
iness can continue to exist unless its income i s
greater than its expenses . A business that need s
to continually borrow money is doomed to failur e
in the long run. The United States is probably
the best off financially of any of the major nation s
of the world, yet Uncle Sam finds it necessar y
each year, to borrow fabulous sums of money
in order to keep the business of government afloat .
Even now the national debt of this country is i n
the vicinity of forty billions of dollars, and stil l
going up . Economic experts tell us that a national
debt of fifty billion dollars is the "ceiling " of what
the nation can stand without bankruptcy; and
there is every reason to suppose that this "ceil-
ing" will be reached ere long.

The seriousness of the financial and economi c
status of the nation was reemphasized during th e
past month, when Secretary of State, Cordell Hull,
warned the President and the nation that th e
gold supplies of Europe are being sent to this
country for safe keeping, and that this is throwing
the financial structure of the world more and
more out of balance . Already three-fourths of
the visible gold supply of the world is in America .
Some might think that this should make America
rich. But alas, it puts the country much in the
position of the groceryman who had his sho p
shelves laden with supplies, and at the same time
held all the wealth of the town in his tills. His
goods rotted on the shelves, because, having all
the money of the town in his own possession, n o
one could buy from him .

Mr. Hull explained to the President that this is
exactly what is now happening . America's foreign
trade, which in large measure represents the dif-
ference between prosperity and depression in our
industries, is rapidly falling off because the other
nations of the world are losing their financial
ability to buy our goods. And this probably pre-
sents itself at a time when the nation can leas t
afford to cope with it . The loss of foreign trade
means more unemployed. And increase in unem-
ployment means additional expenditures by th e
government for relief and this in face of a dwind-
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ling income in taxes because of the slowing up of
industry. It is a vicious circle from which the
financial experts of the world can find no escape .

Some one may reply that if the European war
scares could but abate for a few years, it woul d
give America and other nations an opportunity to
get on their feet, economically and financially .
This, of course, is a hope that is based upon an
"If." But suppose this "If" should resolve itsel f
into reality. Suppose, for instance, that the na-
tions should, one and all, respond to Presiden t
Roosevelt's plea for at least ten years of peace ,
with the thought that during that time standing
armies would be greatly reduced, and other
drastic measures of disarmament applied within
all the nations . How much would this help th e
world, economically ?

During the April European Crisis, it was re-
liably reported that in Europe there are at present
under arms, and trained ready for fighting, be-
tween forty and fifty million men. Probably ten
million of these are actually in the armies, bein g
supported by their respective governments ; while
uniforms and arms are ready for the others .
These men are the cream of their countries .
Young, active, healthy. Suppose the President' s
plan for a ten-year truce should be accepted, an d
nearly all of these millions were suddenly throw n
back into the labor markets of the world . Sup-
pose, also, other millions of men now employe d
in the manufacture of armaments of all kinds ,
should suddenly be compelled ,to seek other em-
ployment. What would happen ?

It requires no far-sighted vision to realize tha t
such an eventuality would increase the world' s
economic problems rather than solve them. In
all nations the necessity for manufacturing arms i n
unprecedented quantities, and at break-neck
speed, has put the ingenuity of man to work a s
never before to invent new and faster ways o f
manufacture . If the war scare should end, thes e
improved methods of manufacture would be em-
ployed by industry to speed up the production o f
peace-time necessities, with the result that soo n
there would be an over supply, resulting in othe r
millions being thrown upon the governments fo r
support. This would force the governments to ad-
ditional borrowing in order to satisfy the demands
of the starving .

We think of Europe with its huge standing
armies, and wonder how the governments can
continue to support so many men from who m
they get no return . But financially speaking,
Europe is no worse off in this respect than is
America. The United States government is als o
supporting millions of men from whom it gets no
return. We call these the unemployed, whil e
Europe calls them soldiers . But even so, those

3-.

who love peace and righteousness will decide that
America's way of handling the problem is much .
the better of the two .

Frequent reference has already been made in
these columns to the dwindling power of religion
in world affairs. Religion has in the past been
one of the most potent influences in holding civ-
ilization intact . But now this "element " of the
world is also disintegrating—losing its cohesion ,
not only internally, but in its association with th e
other elements of society, as well. This is why
we hear so much on every hand to the effect tha t
the only thing that will save civilization is for the
world to return to God—which to those who make
these remarks, means a return to the various
nominal church systems—and allow them to tak e
their former positions of influence in world affairs .
But the "back to God " movement is making little
headway. In the rapidly recurring periods of
emergency, little attention is given to religion.
The rulers take council together, but the will of
God is not considered in their deliberations ; and
for this reason God will "hold them in derision .
(Psa. 2 : 2, 4 .) Indeed, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury is even willing to invite the cooperation of
two of (from his standpoint) God 's alleged en-
emies —Roman Catholicism and Communism—in
an attempt to halt the onward march of what is .
considered to be even a greater enemy . (See lastt,
month's News and Views. )

Just a glance at the religious conditions of the-
world will suffice to show how this "element" is
melting . In Russia the religious influence is nil .
It is rapidly dwindling all over the remainder o f
continental Europe. In further evidence of this
study the new Pope 's Easter message of peace to
the world, given out two days after Mussolini
took over Albania . This message is a master-
piece of highsounding, but compromising phrases.
But even with the little he did say in defense o f
what the Church allegedly stands for, the repor t
was that it stirred up the ire of Fascist official s
who resented any advice that might come fro m
the Vatican. We assume that the Pope wishes
he were in a position to do more in the cause of
peace. We assume that he is capable of better
things . The point we are making is, that this
former religious bulwark of what is now a pass-
ing order, no longer exercises a great deal of in-
fluence; which is a further evidence of the melt-
ing processes now becoming increasingly apparent ,

Another evidence of the breaking down of man 's
efforts to care for himself is that of the refugee.
problem that confronts so many nations of th e
earth today . Thousands upon thousands of refu-
gees, Jews and others, are fleeing from central' .
Europe (many times, indeed, being forced to .
leave), yet it is becoming increasingly difficult .
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for these hunted souls to find a place to live .
The restriction of Immigration into America pro-
hibits many of these unfortunates from comin g
to these shores . Few Jews are permitted to go
to Palestine at present. In fact ship loads of
them are sent, only to be refused admittance upo n
arrival. England, noted in the past for her hos-
pitality, is not extending the welcome to refugee s
that she did in former years ; so, wandering over
the earth today are these thousands of human be-
ings without a country, without a home, perse-
cuted in many paces, unwanted in others—wha t
a spectacle of "man's inhumanity to man . "

Alfred Duff Cooper, former Lord of the Admir-
alty in Premier Chamberlain 's cabinet, but who
resigned because of his disagreement with Cham-
berlain 's policies at Munich last September, cri-
ticizes the British people for their attitude toward
these refugees, explaining that there are hun-
dreds of thousands of homeless people whose
crime is either that they have held political opin-
ions of which Hitler does not approve, or that
they have running in their veins the blood of
the race that gave us the Bible. He explains
that when the history of this dark period is writ-
ten that nations will be judged largely by the at-
titude they adopted towards the victims of thi s
modern and barbarous persecution. Yes, we fear,
that on this point, as on others, the nations will
be judged down, and found wanting .

So we might go on and examine what is hap-
pening to all the various elements of the world,
and we would find the same evidence of the melt-
ing process. And what is the "News Behind the
News" in these strange events? Is the blame fo r
this failure of human efforts to be charged to the
secret manipulation of world events by a few
selfish, power-lustful dictators? Are we to blame
it on the selfish graspings'of the financial lords of
earth? Are we to suppose that the clamoring
of labor is responsible for it? Is it to be blame d
on the increase of atheism? Is science and in-
vention to be blamed ?

No! Human wisdom, in seeking to understand
what is back of the present madness of the world,
is able to see only the symptoms of the trouble ,
but not the real cause of it . Back of all that we
can see, and revealed only through the searchlight
of prophecy, is the fact that God's time has come
to establish a new world . When Peter described
the melting of the present "heavens" and "earth,"
he added, "Nevertheless, we according to His
promise, look for a new heaven and a new earth
wherein dwelleth righteousness." It is because
Christ is present, in the early dawn of this ne w
day, that the powers of darkness are being scat-
tered; and this scattering is what causes the pres -

The Dawn

ent chaos, or breaking down of order and cohesion
among the elements of earth's society.

Yes, God is back of the news of today . His
"voice," symbol of His taking action against the
kingdoms of this world, is causing the earth t o
tremble and melt . In view of this, the Christian
should endeavor not to take sides in any of th e
various factional struggles with which he is sur-
rounded. As Christians we should always rec-
ognize that our citizenship is in heaven, that we
belong to Christ's Kingdom. The only remedy
we are to propose for a mad world is God's rem-
edy, which is the Messianic Kingdom ; and this is
not to be established by the will or power of man ,
but by divine decree, and in the hands of the
divine Christ . It is our privilege to pray for thi s
Kingdom, and to tell the world about it, and with
this message to comfort those whose hearts ar e
failing them for fear . But beyond this we are to
leave all in the Lord's hands, in the meawhile
rejoicing that the signs of the time indicate that
our deliverance, and the deliverance, of the world
draweth near.

THE WORLD'S FAIR OPENS

The keynote for the New York World' s Fair
will be, "The World of To-morrow." Its entrances
north, east, south and west will be open to visitors
from near and far by the time this issue is in
the mails. Its sponsor have also chosen, howbei t
fittingly though perhaps unwittingly, as a theme
song, the late American composer, George
Gershwin's composition entitled, "The Dawn of a
New Day." We hope in the near future to report
in these pages on the wonders and accomplish-
ments which will be exhibited there .

Mankind have, in the past decade or two, wit-
nessed numerous marvelous achievments in many
fields, but too few have affected the hearts of men,
and hence we observe, that which might other-
wise have become the means of universal bless-
ings, in the hands of selfish men, turned to curses ,
and that increasingly so.

The Divine Plan of the Age s
Bible Students know the sterling value of this stan-

dard text book on the Bible . For thousands it has
truly been a key to the Scriptures . It is now avail-
able in blue cloth binding, embossed in gold, for 5 0
cents a single copy ; lots of 10, or more, 30 cents each.

* *
ZIONISM IN PROPHEC Y

A valuable treatise of the prophecies pertaining to
the hopes of Israel, showing the manner in whic h
they are being fulfilled today. 20 cents each. Lots
of 10 or more, 10 cents each.
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to protect the interests of the Jews
in Palestine, seems unable to carry
out her pledges. While bitter per-
secution of the Jews throughout
much of continental Europe is
forcing them out of those countries ,
Palestine, which should be a natur-
al refuge to them, is virtually close d
to further Jewish immigration . At
the same time, economic conditions
in other countries have caused the
establishing of drastic quota laws
governing immigration to thei r
shores, with the result that thous-
ands of the descendants of Abra-
ham today, four thousand years of-.
ter God made those wonderfu l
promises to him and to his seed ,
are facing a crisis that virtuall y
threatens their very existence as;
a people and a nation .

God's Declaration
If we were to judge the present

outlook for the Jew upon the basis
of how well Great Britain, or other
well-disposed nations, may be able
to guarantee justice for him in Pal-
estine and elsewhere, we, like,
many others doubtless would be in-
clined to take a rather pessimistic
view. But if we are to look at th e
question from the standpoint of
the divine prophecies of the Bible
then our outlook must be governed
by those prophecies. This means,.
that no matter what the present
unfavorable position of the Jew-
may be, he eventually must ob-
tain the land of promise as an ever-.
lasting possession. On this point
a noted Jewish Rabbi recently re -
marked that the orthodox Jew be-
lieves in the ultimate restoration of
Palestine as a homeland for Israel ,
"not upon the basis of the Balfour .
Declaration, but upon the basis o f
God's Declaration. "

THE JEW AND THE WORLD CRISIS

AMONGST the serious problems
calling for solution in the sad, mad
world of today, is the one pertaining
to the Jew. While the Jew suffers
alike with other nationalities on ac -
count of the unprecedented upheav-
als in the national, political, finan-
cial, social and religious phases o f
what is called Civilization, his life
is additionally blighted by the cruel
persecutions that are now falling
upon his head because he is a Jew.
What is the significance of the pres-
sent strange mistreatment of this
historic people ?

There are many who attempt to
explain the present dilemma of the
Jew by insisting that he has brought
the trouble upon himself by his
shrewd practices in business ; prac-
tices which have enabled him, i n
some countries at least, to practical-
ly control the money markets, and
to hold many of the coveted and
strategic positions in the profession-
al and political world. It is explain-
ed that the ordinary methods of
procedure do not suffice to remove
this alleged strangle hold the Jew
has upon business and politics,
hence the only thing to do is what
is being done ; namely, to perse-
cute him and forcibly despoil him
of his wealth and influence .

But to the mind that is not satis-
fied with mere surface appearance s
this explanation is not wholly sat-
isfactory . Many are inclined to ask
why individuals and groups of other
nationalities are not likewise per-
secuted when they become wealthy
and influential . Obviously, we must
look beyond the wealth and influ-
ence of the Jew to find the rea l
explanation of the experiences

through which he is now passing .
We claim that in the Bible alone
is to be found the true explanatio n
of the peculiar position of the Je w
in the present world crisis, and wha t
the final outcome is to be .

The Jew A Bible Character

The Jews are decendants of Abra-
ham. Abraham is one of the out -
standing characters of the Old Tes-
tament Scriptures, being the next
patriarch in chronological order fol-
lowing Noah. To him the God o f
the Bible made wonderful promises .
One of these promises pertained t o
the now disputed land of Palestine .
Another promise to Abraham was
that his decendants were to become
a great nation, and that through hi s
seed all the families of the earth
eventually were to be blessed
Genesis 12 :1-3; 15 :18 ; 22 :17, 18.

More than two thousand years
after these promises were made ,
Stephen, the first Christian martyr,
testified that Abraham did not ob-
tain the land that God promised to
him. (Acts 7 :5.) While a portion of
the Jewish people lived in Palestine
at the time St . Stephen spoke these
words, yet a few years later the y
were dispersed, and their "holy
land" was forbidden territory to
them from then until, under the
celebrated Balfour Declaration of
1918, they were permitted to return
and to begin the rebuilding of thei r
country as a home base for the na-
tion.

But now the position of the Je w
in the land that God promised to
them is again called in question.
Great Britain, who was given a
mandate by the League of Nations



As the Lord, through the Bible ,
has so definitely assured Israel of
ultimate and lasting possession of
the promised land, it is reasonable
to expect that He has also explained
the present experiences through
which His ancient people are pass-
ing. If we find such explanations
in the Bible it should increase our
confidence in its testimony concern-
ing experiences yet future for the
Jews. Let us then briefly trace
the Bible 's pre-view of the check-
ered experiences of this ancient
people down through the centurie s
to our day, and note how wonder -
fully accurate is its description of
their present dilemma. In doing
this we are forcefully reminded o f
the words of the poet : "God moves
in a mysterious way His wonders
to perform. "

The Sons of Jacob

God first began to deal with the
descendents of Abraham as a na-
tional unit, or people, at the death
of Jacob—Jacob 's twelve sons then
becoming the nucleus of a nation.
They were in bondage to Egypt a t
this time, but later, under the lead-
ership of Moses, God delivere d
them. Because of their disobed-
ience and lack of faith they were
not led directly into the promised
land, but were made to sojourn i n
the wilderness of Sinai for fort y
years, during which time Moses
•continued to be their leader .

Shortly before Moses' death, and
just before they crossed over Jor-
dan into the land which God had
promised to their fathers, he gav e
utterance to a remarkable prophecy
indicating that even after the Is-
raelites became established in their
land, their disobedience, particu-
larly in the matter of worshippin g
other gods, would lead to their dis-
persion among the nations . Also ,
that later they would again be gath-
ered from all nations among whic h
they were scattered, and finally be
brought back into the promised
land. See Deuteronomy 30 :1-6 .

Another remarkable prophecy of
-trouble that was to come upon the
Israelites because of their sin is
that recorded in Leviticus, chapter
26. Here, again, we are told of a
dispersion from their own land, and
of a final regathering at a time the
Lord says, when "I will remember

My covenant with Jacob, and also
My covenant with Abraham, . . . and
I will remember the land."—Lev.
26:42.

In this 26th chapter of Leviticu s
the Lord speaks of a final period of
punishment upon His people whic h
would last for "seven times . " This,
unquestionably, is a time measure-
ment. A "time" being a Jewish
year of 360 days, 7 times would b e
a period of 2520 days. The Lord
gives us the key to these tim e
prophecies by indicating that eac h
day is to be understood as standin g
for a year. See Num. 14:33, 34 ;
Ezek. 4 :1-8; Dan. 7 :25; 8:14; 9:24-
26 ; 12 :11,12 ; Rev . 11 :2, 3 ; 12: 6, 14.
This means that the "seven times "
is a period of 2520 years. There is
much Biblical and historical evi-
dence to indicate that this long
period of punishment upon the Jew-
ish nation began in 606 B. C., when
their last king Zedekiah was taken
captive to Babylon, and they los t
their national independence.

Thus seen, the 2520 years of sub-
jugation to to the Gentiles would be
due to terminate in the year 191 4
A. D. Undoubtedly this is the rea-
son why, shortly thereafter, ar-
rangements were made which per-
mitted Jews the privilege of re -
turning to the promised land, and
which looked to his ultimate res-
toration to be once more an inde-
pendent, self-governing nation. In-
deed, this particular time measure-
ment does much to explain why the
Jew has come so prominently be -
fore the public eye during the las t
two decades. This point will b e
noted more in detail a little later
in the discussion .

A Double Period of Punishmen t

The Prophet Zechariah has muc h
to say, not only about the punish-
ments of the Jews, but also of thei r
final regathering and blessing. In
chapter 9, verse 12 of his prophecy
he quotes the Lord as pronouncing
a "double" period of punishment
upon them. In verse 9 of this chap-
ter is a prophecy which was ful-
filled at the time Jesus rode into
Jerusalem and was acclaimed King ,
just five days before His crucifixion .
It seems reasonable, therefore that
this is the time when the Lord in -
tends that the "double" should be -
gin to count .

The Dawn

It was at this same time that
Jesus, standing upon the Mount o f
Olives, wept over the city of Jeru-
salem, and said, "0 Jerusalem, Je-
rusalem, thou that killest the proph-
ets, and stonest them which ar e
sent unto thee, how often would I
have gathered thy children togeth-
er, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye
would not! Behold, your house is
left unto you desolate ." (Matt. 23 :
37, 38 ; Luke 13 :34, 35 .) The grim
reality of this foretold desolation
of Jerusalem F and the dispersion of
the nation was experienced just
forty years later when the city was
sacked by the Romans, and the re-
maining living inhabitants of the
land dispersed and scattered. Evi-
dently, then, the Lord would have
us understand that it was at this
point that the "double" period of
punishment began to count.

According to Bible chronology th e
period of time from the death o f
Jacob (when God first began t o
deal with the Israelites as a people )
until the death of Jesus, a few days
before which the Master's sentence
of desolation was pronounced upon
the nation, was one of 1845 years .
If we add this number of years to
A. D . 33, when it terminated, it
brings us to the year 1878 .

Now it is interesting to note that
it was in 1878 that a faint glimme r
of hope was held out to the Jews
pertaining to the promised land ,
through a decision reached at the
Berlin Congress of Nations, presided
over by Lord Beaconsfield, of Eng-
land, a Jew. At this conference
concessions were made to England
which afforded the Jew certain ad-
vantages in Palestine not previously
enjoyed. True, this was but a slight
token of changing conditions that
were to follow, but it was a start .

In this connection it should be
remembered that when Jesus pro-
nounced desolation upon the Jews ,
some years passed before the pun-
ishments actually fell upon them—
in fact, as already noted, it was
forty years before their dispersio n
actually took place . If we extend
the "double" period of favor to
include the 40-year period of their
fall, and likewise all forty years a t
this end, from the time that favo r
first began to return, it brings us
to the year 1918 . It seems consider-
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ably more to us than a coincidence
that it was in this very year that
the Balfour Declaration gave the
Jews practically unrestricted liberty
to return to Palestine and build u p
the country as their national home-
land. And more than three hun-
dred thousand of them have since
returned .

Why the Jews Still Suffer
Both the time prophecies noted

above coincide in their testimony
that we are now living in the period
when divine favor is due to return
to the Jews; and certainly the pro-
gress that has already been made
by them in Palestine is most sig-
nificant in the light of these proph-
ecies. But some find it difficult to
understand why the Jews are in
such a precarious position, if thi s
is indeed the time for divine favor
to return to them. The thought
has been expressed that possibly
the building up of Palestine by th e
Jews within the last twenty years
has been brought about more by
the power of Jewish money than
by the power of the Lord .

A closer examination of the
prophecies, however, indicate that
the due time for the return of di-
vine favor to the Jew would b e
marked by a time of special tria l
upon them, paradoxical as this may
seem. The "double" period of pun-
ishment is mentioned again in Jer-
emiah 16 :18, and in verses 13-17 o f
this chapter the Lord tells us o f
the casting off of His people and o f
the method that would be used to
regather them to their own land.
We quote :

"Therefore will I cast you out o f
this land into a land that ye know
not, neither ye nor your fathers ;
and there shall ye serve other gods
day and night ; where I will not
show you favor. Therefore, be-
hold, the days come, saith the Lord ,
that it shall no more be said, Th e
Lord liveth, that brought up the
children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt: but, The Lord liveth that
brought up the children of Israe l
from the land of the north, an d
from all the lands whither He had
driven them : and I will bring them
again into their land that I gave
unto their fathers . Behold, I will
send for many fishers, and they
shall fish them; and after will I

send for many hunters, and they
shall hunt them from every moun-
tain and from every hill, and out
of the holes of the rocks . For Mine
eyes are upon all their ways : they
are not hid from My face, neither
is their iniquity hid from Mine eyes.
And first I will recompense their
iniquity and their sin double ; be-
cause they have defiled My land . "

Fishers and Hunter s
It is interesting to note how the

foregoing prophecy tells of the re -
gathering of Israel at the time their
"double" would be accomplished,
and also that the regathering was to
be brought about by means o f
"fishers" and "hunters" whom the
Lord would send among them. Or-
dinarily fishing is done by means o f
alluring the fish by bait . Hence,
this symbolism seems to well il-
lustrate the work accomplished in
the way of awakening the Jews to
a consciousness of their promised
inheritance in Palestine, and to the
advantages that were available to
those who returned to their home-
land .

This "fishing" work was carrie d
on extensively by the Zionist move-
ment down through the years. It
started out largely as a religious
movement, and the appeal it hel d
out to God 's ancient people to re-
turn to Palestine was, to begin with ,
largely the fact that it was the land
that God had promised to them. As
time went on, the Zionist movement
added the economic allurement t o
its fishing methods. Indeed, today,
its efforts are largely along eco-
nomic lines ; as the movement is
backed up extensively by Modern-
ist Jews who have little or no fait h
in the promises of the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures.

But, while large numbers of
Jews were induced to go back to
Palestine by the allurements hel d
out to them through the Zionis t
movement, and otherwise ; yet it is
God's purpose that more shall ye t
return, so for some time past He
has been sending the "hunters"
among them to drive them back.
The "hunters" seem to well illus-
trate the the present-day perse-
cutions and opposition that is be-
coming more and more widespread
against the Jews. This opposition
has even now become so acute that

the Jew has suddenly become an .
international problem. He is be--
ing driven out from many countries, ,
yet the economic conditions of the
countries that otherwise would be
glad to furnish a haven for him is .
such that very few of them can
be taken in .

Thus, the persecutions coming up -
on the Jews today are helping grad-
ually to turn their hearts toward
Palestine, and toward the God who
promised them that land. True,
conditions right in Palestine ar e
becoming more and more difficul t
for Jews, and but few of the Jewish
refugees now seeking new home s
are for the present permitted t o
locate in the land of promise; but
this peculiar situation is a part of
the final trouble upon them by
which they will be taught to look
to the Lord for deliverance .

Now let us examine another of
the prophcies which indicate that
the time for the restoration of th e
Jews to their own land would also
be a time of special trouble for,
them. Jeremiah 30:3-7, is to the ,
point along this line . We quote :

"For, lo, the days come, saith the
Lord, that I will bring again the
captivity of My people Israel and
Judah, saith the Lord : and I will
cause them to return to the land
that I gave to their fathers, and
they shall possess it . And these
are the words that the Lord spake
concerning Israel and concerning
Judah. For thus saith the Lord ;
We have heard a voice of tremb-
ling, of fear, and not of peace . Ask
ye now, and see whether a man
doth travail with child? wherefore
do I see every man with his hands
on his loins, as a woman in travail,
and all faces are turned into pale-
ness? Alas! for that day is great ,
so that none is like it : it is even
the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he
shall be saved out of it . "

Jacob's Trouble
Note how clearly the foregoing

prophecy associates the returning .
of Israel to the promised land with
a special trouble that would com e
upon them; a trouble that would.
cause their faces to turn pale be-
cause of hearing a "voice of tremb-
ling, of fear, and not of peace ." How
accurately this has worked out in
the experiences of the Jews during
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the last twenty and more years! them now, as well as to the culmin- cerning the identity of Israel's en -
First there came the glowing pros- ation of the persecution as it will envies mentioned in the prophecy
pects of the homeland once more doubtless later center in Palestine . of Ezekiel 38 . On page 556 he says ,
'being possessed by them, followed

	

Unwalled Villages

	

"In this prophecy the Lord names
by the actual settling and rebuild-

	

The 38th chapter of Ezekiel is a the chief actors in the struggle in
ing of much of the land; and then, Palestine; but we may not be too
suddenly they are confronted with prophecy that has much to do with positive in our identifications . Ma
persecutions both in Palestine and the events of the "latter times." gog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomar, Togo -in Europe which threaten their Verses 9-12 of this chapter read: mar, Javan and Tarshish wer e
. very existence as a people .

	

"Thou [Israel's enemies] shalt as- names of children of Noah
's son

tend and come like a storm, thou Jameheth--suposed to be the orig-There are a number of prophecies shalt be like a cloud to eover the settlers of Europe. andwhich indicate that the final phase land, thou, and all thy bands, and Dedan were descendants of Noah'
sof this persecution styled by the many people with thee . Thus saith

prophet, "Jacob's trouble," will cen- the Lord God ; It shall come to pass, son Ham—supposed to be the orig-
ter in Palestine, and will probably that at the same time shall things final settlers of northern Africa . . . .
take the form of an effort to des- come into thy mind, and thou shalt This would seem to indicate in a
poil the Jews who have returned think an evil thought : and thou general way that the attack wil l
there and who will be enjoying a shalt say, I will go up to the land of come from Europe—the 'nort h
measure of prosperity in compari- unwalled villages ; and I will go to quarters,' with allied mixed peo-
son with the war-ridden nations them that are at rest, that dwell pies.
of Europe. The conditions leading safely, all of them dwelling without The foregoing was written mor e
up to this final phase of persecu- walls, and having neither bars nor than thirty years ago at a time when
tion upon the Jews, if not the be- gates, to take a spoil, and to take there was apparently no outward
ginning of "Jacob's trouble" itself, a prey ; to turn thine hand upon the indication of the possibility of a line -
seems already to be evidenced in desolate places that are now inhab- up of European nations such as w e
the present dilemma of this suffer- ited, and upon the people that are see today—a line-up in which the
ing people .

	

gathered out of the nations, which position of the Jews, in and out
In the divine prophecy "Jerusa- have gotten cattle and goods, that of Palestine, is a most precariou s

lem" sometimes represents the Jew- dwell in the midst of the land ."

	

one. It is unwise to attempt to fore-
ish polity, or nation . Thus, when The expression "unwalled vil- cast the details of prophecies ye t
Jesus said that "Jerusalem shall lages," as used in this prophecy, unfufilled, but certainly the present
be trodden down of the Gentiles, indicates that the Israelites would conditions in Europe, and their vita l
until the times of the Gentiles be have no military defence, hence bearing upon the future destiny o f
fulfilled" (Luke 21 :24.), He did not would be largely at the mercy of the Jews in Palestine, have now
have reference specifically to the the marauding hordes that would taken shape to an extent to indi-
literal city of Jerusalem, but more come against them . The three hun- cate~`that we have already entered
generally to the whole Jewish pee- Bred thousand Jews now living in the "latter days" of the prophecies ,
pie, wherever, they would be scat- Palestine, and who have turned and that the culmination of th e
tered among the Gentile nations . that desolate land into a garden, final struggle of the nations is near .
We have already noted, that accord- are almost wholly

	

This

	

Nations Gathered
ing to the prophcies, the "times of is also true of the various Jewish
the Gentiles" were due to end in communities scattered throughout The prophecy of Joel, chapter 3 ,
the year 1914 ; and it is a note- the nations .

	

is another pre-view of world events
worthy fact, that not only did the

	

Again how true it is that the now taking shape, in which th
e

events of that year culminate in present opposition against the Jews Jew is seen to take a prominen t
the opening up of Palestine to the is prompted by a desire of the per- part
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Jew, but it marked virtually the secutors to "take a spoil,"-to grab ter

	

For,
end of Jewish persecution in all

	

days and in that time, when I shal
lcountries—until the recent fires of their wealth . And this motive will bring again the captivity of Juda h

cause a continued and an increasedtribulation began to fall upon their opposition against them until the and Jerusalem, I will also gather
heads in Europe.

	

final phase of "Jacob '
s trouble" all nations, and will bring them

If this treading down of Jeru- finds the warring nations seeking to down into the valley of Jehosaphat,
there salem throughout the age is de-

	

and will plead with them there for
actually plunder and disrupt the M

	

and for M heritagescriptive of the experiences of the prosperous colony of Jews who

	

y people,

	

y
Jewish people wherever they may have so successfully reclaimed Israel, whom they have scattere d

have been located, geographically, large areas of the "promised land "
, among the nations, and parted M y

then it seems to us that the proph- and, in fulfilment of prophecy, land "

1ecies relative to the trouble that turned it into a fruitful field .

	

Note how this prophecy speaks o f

would come upon them coincident

	

a gathering of the nations as due to
with the restoration of divine fa- Identity of Israel's Enemies take place at the very time whe n
vor, might with equal propriety be Pastor Russell, in his book, "The God's favor would begin to return
understood in a broad sense as in- Battle of Armageddon, " gives us a to His ancient people, Israel. How
eluding what we see happening to very illuminating comment con- striking has been the fulfilment of
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this prophecy within the last two
decades . Under divine providence
more than three hundred thousand
Jews have been permitted to return
to, the promised land; and have
been richly blessed in their effort s
to rehabilitate that previously bar-
ren country . Coincident with this
has been the greatest gathering of
the nations in battle array that the
earth has ever seen . It is estimate d
that today, in Europe alone, there
are under arms, and trained
ready to be called to the colors ,
more than forty million men .

A further description of this gath-
ering of the nations is given later
in the same chapter, which we
quote : "Proclaim ye this among the
Gentiles ; prepare war, wake up the
mighty men, let all the men of war
draw near ; let them come up : Beat
your plowshares into swords, an d
your pruninghooks into spears : let
the weak say I am strong . . . . Mul-
titudes, multitudes in the valley o f
decision : for the day of the Lord
is near in the valley of decision . "
—Verses 9, 10, 14 .

Could we imagine a more strik-
ing fulfilment of these words than
what we see in the world today ?
Surely the armies of the nations
now are as multitudes . And they
are said to be in the valley of de-
cision. The prophet also speaks o f
this valley of decision as the valle y
of Jehosaphat . In Bible prophecy,
proper names have a definite signi-
ficance . The literal meaning of the
name Jehosaphat, is "Jehovah
judged." From this we get the
thought that the great decision t o
be rendered among the warring na-
tions is not whether the Rome-Ber-
lin Axis can overcome the Dem-
ocracies, or vice versa ; but a de-
cision that is to be rendered by
God: and the divine prophecies are
abundant in their testimony that the
decision is to be that they are all
"weighed in the balances and found
wanting . "

Joel 3 :2, already quoted, says that
the Lord will "plead" with the na-
tions for His people Israel . The
Hebrew word here translate d
"plead"' means to "pronounce sen-
tence ." In Ezekiel 38:22, the same
Hebrew word is translated "plead,"
and we are given a hint of the na-
ture of the Lord's pleading for Hi s
people Israel when the due time

comes for Him to take a definite
hand in delivering them . The Lord
here says : "And I will plead against
him (Israel's enemies) with pesti-
lence and with blopd ; and I will
rain upon him, and upon his bands ,
and upon the many people that
are with him, an overflowing rain ,
and great hailstones, fire, and brim -
stone ."

The Final Shaking
We can now see the nations gath-

ering into the great "valley of de-
cision . " As they jostle each othe r
for strategic positions in the fina l
clash that will destroy them all ,
we can see how the plight of the
Jews is becoming an increasingl y
serious one . While it is unwise no w
to attempt to understand the detail s
of future events it is not difficult
to visualize Palestine itself figuring
prominently in the reckonings o f
the warring Gentile powers, yea ,
probably becoming the very cente r
of their controversies.

And when we see events devel-
op to this point, then we will
know that the time is near for th e
Lord to intervene on behalf of His
people . Concerning this the proph-
et writes : "And it shall come t o
pass at the same time when Gog
shall come against the land of Is-
rael, saith the Lord God, that My
fury shall come up in My face. For
in My Jealousy and in the fire of
My wrath have I spoken, surely in
that day there shall be a great shak-
ing in the land of Israel ; so that th e
fishes of the sea, and the fowls of
the heaven, and the beasts of the
field, and all creeping things that
creep upon the earth, and all the
men that are upon the face of the
earth, shall shake at My presence ,
and the mountains [kingdoms]
shall be thrown down, and the steep
places shall fall, and every wall
[defense] shall fall to the ground .
And I will call for a sword against
him throughout all My mountains ,
saith the Lord God; every man' s
sword shall be against his brother . "
—Ezek. 38 :18-21 .

We will not take time to examine
the significance of all the symbol-
isms used in this prophecy, but do
wish to call special attention to the
closing words of the passage jus t
quoted—"every man's sword shall
be against his brother." Here the
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Lord tells us the method by which
His judgments shall be visited upon .
the nations that are now being;
gathered in the valley of decision.
One army will be pitted against ,
another army. Indeed, before the
great battle of the day of the Lord
is fully over, there probably will be
a breaking down of discipline i n
the armies, producing further chaos
and suffering.

But through it all, and out of it
all, God's ancient people, because
God 's due time for returning favo r
has come, will fare the best . The
prophecy of Jeremiah 30 :10, 11,
gives us the final results of the
struggle, saying, "Therefore fear
thou not, 0 My servant Jacob, saith
the Lord; neither be dismayed, 0
Israel ; for lo, I will save thee from
afar, and thy seed from the land o f
their captivity ; and Jacob shall re -
turn, and shall be in rest, and b e
quiet, and none shall make him
afraid . For I am with thee, saith
the Lord, to save thee : though I
make a full end of all nation s
whither I have scattered thee, yet
will I not make a full end of thee ;;
but I will correct thee in measure ,
and will not leave thee altogether
unpunished . "

"Life From the Dead "
In the 11th chapter of Romans ,

the Apostle Paul tells us of the cast- '
ing off of Israel at the time of Jesus"
first advent. He points out that
through their casting off, certain
special favors of this Gospel ag e
came to the Gentiles—the favor of
becoming joint-heirs with Christ in
His Messianic Kingdom . Then Paul
tells us that Israel is to be received
back into divine favor. Concern-
ing this he remarks, "What shall the
receiving of them be, but life fro m
the dead." This is a clear indica-
tion that God's favor to the Jew will
become so full and abundant that
even their dead are to be raised . .

This explains the otherwis e
strange statement of Jeremiah 30 ;
10, 11, quoted above, which says
that Jacab shall return and dwell in .
peace . Sometimes the terms Jacob ;.
and Israel, stand for the whole na-
tion of Israelites, but in this instance
the prophet seems to be speaking of
the person Jacob because he is men-
tioned as separate from his seed that
was scattered among the nations.



'The . prophecy of Isaiah 29:22-24,
gives us the same thought. We
quote :

"Therefore thus saith the Lord ,
who redeemed Abraham, concern-
ing the house of Jacob, Jacob shal l
not now be ashamed, neither shal l
his face now wax pale. But when
he seeth his children, the work of
Mine hands, in the midst of him ,
they shall sanctify My name, and
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and
shall fear the God of Israel . They
also that erred in spirit shall come
to understanding, and they that
murmured shall learn doctrine . "

The Prophet Ezekiel confirms thi s
testimony also . In a prophecy de-
scribing the reviving hopes of th e
house of Israel, he carries the pic-
ture forward to include the resur-
rection from the dead of the whole
nation, saying, "And ye shall kno w
that I am the Lord, when I hav e
'opened your graves, 0 My people ,
and brought you up out of your
graves, and shall put My spirit in
you, and ye shall live, and I shall
place you in your own land : then
shall ye know that I the Lord hav e
spoken it, and performed it, saith
the Lord."—Ezek. 37 :13, 14 .

Following this comes a descrip-
tion of the reuniting of the two -
tribe and ten-tribe divisions of this
ancient people, so that then, fol-
lowing the resurrection, they wil l
become a united people again as
they were in the days of King Da-
vid and King Solomon. There are
many prophecies telling of this re -
uniting of all Israel; and on what a
grand scale it will be carried out !
Some have tried to speculate a s
to the present identity of the ten
"lost tribes" of Israel, as if the ful-
filling of these prophecies depended
upon the finding of the exact de-
scendants of all the tribes of Israe l
at the present time. When the time
comes for God to fulfill these won-
derful promises He has made, it
will mean a reuniting of the very
ones who separated from each
other in the days of Rehoboam an d
Jeroboam, because all Is1'ael wil l
be raised from the dead .

Israel Must Repent
There is much opposition in the

world today against the Jews be -
cause of their alleged sharp prac-
tices in business, etc . We are not
pleading their cause in this respect,

but will say that to whatever ex-
tent they have broken the golden
rule of justice, and have followe d
practices not pleasing to God, they
will need to make amends before
they can expect full divine favor .
In the prophecy of Isaiah (29 :18-24. )
the suggestion is given that they
have "erred in spirit," and that they
shall "come to understanding," an d
"learn doctrine."

The prophecy of Joel 2:12, 13 ,
clearly shows that there must be a
genuine turning to the Lord on the
part of Israel before His full favo r
can be expected . May it not be that
this final trouble now coming upon
them is for the very purpose of
bringing about this desirable atti-
tude on their part? Were we to
give advice to the suffering Jews o f
today it would be that they should
seek the Lord through repentance
and prayer, and endeavor to know
what is His present program for
them .

That the Jews will yet be brough t
to a condition of genuine repent-
ance before the Lord, which will
lead to their recognition of the tru e
Messiah, who will then be King of
kings and Lord of Lords, is shown
by the Prophet Zechariah, in the
12th chapter of his prophecy. We
quote verses 9 and 10 of this re-
markable chapter : "And it shall
come to pass in that day, that I will
seek to destroy all the nations that
come against Jerusalem . And I will
pour upon the house of David, and
upon the inhabitants of ,Jerusalem,
the spirit of grace and of supplica-
tions: and they shall look upon Me
whom they have pierced, and they
shall mourn for Him, as one mourn-
eth for his only son, and shall be in
bitterness for Him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn. "

Blessings Upon the Gentiles
As Gentiles, our interest in God' s

dealings with the Jews is not alon e
in the desire to see all men treate d
fairly, but also, if we believe th e
:bible, in the fact that the return
of divine favor to His ancient peo-
ple signals the approach of world -
wide blessings of happiness, peace,
and everlasting life for all who will
come into harmony with the right-
eous laws of the Messianic Kingdom
soon to be established .

In Acts 15:16, 17, the apostle
quotes from Amos 9: 11, 12, con-
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cerning the rebuilding of the "Tab-
ernacle of David." This denotes
a return of divine favor to this
ancient people, and involves the re-
storation of the Jewish polity, or
reigning house . But the Scriptures
make it clear that the restored
"Tabernacle [or house] of David "
will not be in the hands of imper-
fect, fallen men, either Jews o r
Gentiles . No, according to the di-
vine Word, the Lord has made a
wonderful provision in this respect,
namely, that the ancient prophets
and other worthy ones who loved
and served Jehovah prior to the
first advent of Christ, will be rais-
ed from the dead and made "prince s
in all the earth . "

These ancient worthies are spoken
of as the "Fathers" in Israel, and
they are to become the "children"
of the Christ ; and in the administra-
tive arrangements of the Messianic
Kingdom, will serve as the earthly
representatives of the divine, in-
visible Christ . (Psa. 45:16.) Jesus
explained that in the Kingdom the
people would come from the East,
the West, the North and the South,
and would sit down with—that is,
would receive instructions from—
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all
the prophets. (Luke 13:28, 29 . )
Through these, then, all Israel, both
the living and the dead, will learn
the divine will, and if they obey ,
will be restored to mental, moral
and physical perfection, and will
live forever upon the earth.

In telling us of the rebuilding of
the Tabernacle of David, the apos-
tle adds ; "That the residue of men
may seek after the Lord, and all
the Gentiles, upon whom My name
is called, saith the Lord, who doeth
all these things ."—Acts 15 :16, 17 .

Thus we have the assurance tha t
following the rehabilitation of Israel
will come the pouring out of divine
blessings for all. These blessing s
upon the Gentiles, even as upon the
Jews, will include the resurrection
of all who have died . Indeed, when
the entire divine program is com-
plete, the whole earth will be a para -
dise, and man will be restored tc
perfect life upon it. Thus the great
redemptive program of God, car-
ried out through Jesus, the Re.
deemer, will be complete. Paradise
lost then will be restored,

10
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When as Yet

There was None of Them
"My substance was not hid from thee, when I wa s

made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowes t
parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance ,
yet being unperfect ; and in Thy book all my mem-
bers were written, which in continuance were fash -

ioned, when as yet there was none of them . "
—Psa. 139:15, 16.

HE foreknowledge of God with respect t o
His purposes is clearly stated for us
in the Scriptures . In Acts 15:18 the
Apostle James says, "Known unto Go d

are all His works from the beginning of the
world . " That His foreknowledge and fore-order-
ing included the details of His purposes is also
indicated in the very familiar text, Ephesians 3 :
9-11, from the Diaglott translation of which Broth-
er Russell doubtless chose the title of Vol ., 1 of th e
Scripture Studies—"The Divine Plan of the Ages."
The Diaglott renders the passage as follows :
"Even to enlighten all as to what is the adminis-
tration of that secret, which has been concealed
from the ages, by that God who created all things ;
in order that now may be made known to the
governments and the authorities in the heaven-
lies, through the congregation, the much diversi-
fied Wisdom of God, according to a Plan of th e
Ages which He formed for the anointed Jesus
our Lord . "

Here is clearly revealed the relationship of
the Father and of His Son to the great plan fo r
man's restoration to harmony with God ; namely,
the Father as the great Author or Designer of
the plan which He formed for the Son to execute,
with the foreknowledge that the Son would car-
ry it out perfectly . The same thought is present-
ed in Hebrews 1 :2, 8-12. (See Diaglott transla-
tion.) These verses are composed principally o f
quotations from the Psalms and the prophecy o f
Isaiah and contain a majestic statement of Jesus'
exalted station and God 's purpose to use Him
in ordering the earth from its creation onward ,
the succession of ages or dispensations being re-
ferred to as "heavens " and "earth." Also to be
found in both of these passages and their con-
text—Ephesians 3 :8-12 and Hebrews 1 :8-14—is
a direct reference to the church, which St. Paul
declares to be "the full development of Him who
is filling all things ."—Eph. 1:22, 23 . (Diaglott.)

The foreordination of God with respect to His
plan, and the character of the one worthy to ex-
ecute it, are pictured in Revelation 5 : 5-7. There
Jesus is spoken of as "The Lion of the tribe of
Judah"; but when St. John looked to see this
great One, he perceived a "lamb as it had been
slain." That the sacrificial death of Jesus was
also a part of God's plan, is confirmed by St . Peter
who states that we were "redeemed . . . with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot ; who verily was fore-
ordained before the foundation of the world . . . "
(1 Pet. 1:18-20.) And how impressive it is to

find almost the same words used regarding God 's
foreknowledge and plan for the Body members of
Christ, in St . Paul 's letter to the Ephesians, wher e
he says : "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ . . . according as He hath chosen
us in Him before the foundation of the world
that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love."—Eph. 1:4, 6.

In the symbols of Revelation we find two book s
of life ; one to contain the names of the church ,
the faithful overcomers of this age; the other to
be opened with the inauguration of the Millen-
nial Kingdom and to contain the names of those
who pass their tests successfully when the "books
are opened " and the whole world of mankind
stand before "the great white throne " of judg-
ment. Quite evidently these two books of life
are not identical. The latter is referred to thrice
in Revelation—20 :11-15; 21:23-27—and even a
casual examination of these verses clearly indi-
cates that members of the restitution class, sub-
jects of the Kingdom are written therein when
proved worthy of eternal life .

The "book of life " in which the church is re-
corded is also referred to three times in Revel-
ation—13:8 ; 17:8; 3:5. In the first two of thes e
passages the names in this book of life are
said to have been written "from the foundation
of the world . " In the third, the Lord utters a
warning and, at the same time a promise . He
warns that it is possible for one's name, onc e
inscribed in the book of life, to be blotted out ;
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and He promises to the overcomers that their
names shall not be blotted out of the record of
the faithful .

Chosen In Him

In the text at the head of this article the Psalm-
ist seems to be speaking of the saints as the
body of Christ. Note carefully his statements :
"Thine eyes did see my substance [body] ye t
being unperfect ; and in Thy book all my member s
were written when as yet there was none o f
them." Applying this to the church it suggests
the same thought expressed in the book of Reve-
lation and by the Apostle Paul, namely, that the
church was chosen in Jesus, to be His body, fro m
the foundation of the world .

Evidently God has a detailed plan for the organ-
ization of the Millennial Kingdom, in which the
body members are to serve as kings, priests an d
judges under their head, Jesus Christ . (Rev. 20 :
fi ; 1 Cor. 6:2.) How clear are those words of the
Psalmist indicating that God foresaw the com-
plete body, including every member, "When as
yet there was none of them"—even before Jesus
became a man—from the foundation of the
world. And God has instructed, guided and pro-
tected them while they were being "curiously
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth . " They
have been the poor of this world, humbly, faith-
fully following in the footsteps of Jesus .

God's supervision of the church, including th e
placing of the various members in the body in
glory, is indicated in the conversation recorded
in Matthew 20:20-23 and Mark 10 :35-40. Here
two of Jesus' disciples, the beloved John and his
brother James, came to Jesus asking that they b e
granted the honor of sitting, the one on His right ,
the other on His left hand in the Kingdom . In
His reply Jesus first stated the conditions o n
which His disciples may have any part in Hi s
Kingdom; namely, that they share His baptism
and His cup. It is interesting to note that both
of these conditions affect the entire lifetime of
the disciple, from consecration to death . Jesus
declared that His own baptism and His drinkin g
of the cup were still in progress. Again He said,
"I have a baptism to be baptized with and how a m
I straitened until it be accomplished ." (Luke 12 :
50.) And that His drinking of the cup was not
completed until death is indicated in His words
to St. Peter just before His crucifixion, "The cup
which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drin k
it?"—John 18 :11 .

After laying down these conditions upon whic h
both the apostles and all other followers of Je-
sus must be tested and found faithful, He re -
plied to the request of the disciples that they
be given the positions of greatest honor in the
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Kingdom by saying, ". . . but to sit on My right
hand and on My left is not mine to give except
for whom it has been prepared by My Father . "
(Matt . 20:23, Diaglott.) It pleased God that in
Jesus should "all fulness dwell," that He shoul d
be Head over all things to the church ; and that
"in all things He should have the preeminence."
(Col. 1 : 18, 19 ; Eph. 1 : 22.) And our Lord's words ,
quoted above, seem clearly to reveal God's defi-
nite placing of the members also in the glorifie d
body as it shall please Him and in accord with
His foreknowledge and plan.
Future Work of Church

Little details are given us of the future wor k
of the church, but in two of the Lord's parables,
"The Talents" and "The Pounds," the reward of
faithfulness is stated as being made "ruler over
many things," and "ruler over [two or five ]
cities ." All that these promised rewards imply
we cannot fully comprehend; but with the furth-
er statement that "the saints shall judge the
world," we have some conception of their great
future work. In this connection let us consider
the qualifications of those whom God will us e
as priests . In Hebrews 5:1, 2, the Apostle says :
"For every high priest taken from among men
is ordained for men in things pertaining to God,
that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for
sins; who can have compassion on the ignorant,
and on them that are out of the way ; for that
he himself also is compassed with infirmity."

How precious the thought that every high pries t
whom God will ordain must be able to "have
compassion on the ignorant and those who are
out of the way"; and to insure that the "kings
and priests"—the Body members—will be able to
deal sympathetically with those who desire to
approach God, in the Kingdom, they are being
chosen from among imperfect men, also "com-
passed with infirmity ." Herein we can see the
necessity for those who are being prepared t o
be "priests of God" (Rev. 20:6.) to have all
the experiences through which God 's providence
leads them. How carefully they should study
those experiences, and God's will in relation t o
them. Only so—by thus being "curiously
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth"—will
the saints be prepared to understand, and t o
deal sympathetically and wisely with mankind
when they are walking up the highway to holi-
ness .—Isaiah 35.

Probably this also explains why the birth,
environment, education, experiences of the Lord's
people are so varied ; why the "called" include
doctors, lawyers, fishermen, slaves, rich, poor,
tax gatherers, outcasts, jailors, married, unmar-
ried, fathers, mothers, etc ., etc. In the complete
body there will no doubt be some (members)
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who have had experiences and handicaps similar
to those of every member of the race . Our nat-
ural handicaps and even our "fiery trials" may b e
accepted, then, as blessings in disguise, sinc e
through them we are to be trained, developed, fo r
the particular position in the body for which we
have been called .

God Knows Our Needs
In 2 Corinthians 12 :7-10, we have St Paul ' s

testimony of his recognition of this importan t
principle. There he tells of a great trial ; so great
that he evidently felt certain it would be God's
will to deliver him from it . Hence, he says, he
"besought the Lord thrice that it might depar t
from me." He did not receive deliverance fro m
the "thorn in the flesh," but instead something
much better—the grace sufficient to transmute
the trial into spiritual strength. How full of in-
struction and encouragement is his testimony:
"For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that
it might depart from me. And he said unto me,
My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength
is made perfect in weakness . Most gladly there -
fore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that th e
power of Christ may rest upon me . "

The question arises : What would have been th e
result to himself had St . Paul 's prayer been
granted? Surely' a great opportunity for spirit-
ual growth would have been lost. And just so
with each one of us, dear brethren. Let us not
seek deliverance from our burdens and trials ex-
cept as God shall see best for our highest spir-
itual welfare, but instead the promised wisdom
and strength to overcome in them; and thus we
shall "let patience have a perfect work so that
we may be perfect and complete, deficient in
nothing."—James 1 : 4 (Diaglott .) .

Reverting to our text, and in mind taking ou r
position with our great Creator before the founda-
tion of the world, we see His definite purpose
as He looked down the ages—which to us seem
so long but doubtless only a short time to Him
who deals in terms of eternity—to have not only
a perfect representative in His beloved Son Jesus ,
but that Jesus should also have a body, composed
of many members . This plan has been in course
of development throughout the Gospel age, each
of the members being "called and chosen and
faithful"—followers of the Lamb, "whithersoever
He goeth."

One portion of our text seems particularly t o
refer to the time in which each member of the
body of Christ is to be developed. In verse 16
we read, "Thine eyes did see my substanc e
[body] yet being unperfect and in Thy book all
My members were written which in continuance
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were fashioned, when as yet there was none of
them."

The expression, "which in continuance were -
fashioned" is translated in the margin, "what
days they should be fashioned . " This is an ad-
ditional thought, namely, that God has fore-or-
dained, not only the character likeness to Je-
sus, of His body members, and their individual`
development through trial and humiliation, bu t
also the time in which each member could best
be prepared for his future work. Reading the
signs of the times today in the light of God' s
Word, we are assured that we are near the close
of the age devoted to the selection of these body
members, and soon the opportunity to walk i n
His footsteps of sell-sacrifice will be past .
Privileges of the "Feet Members"

The prophet evidently speaks of the last mem-
bers of the body, saying, "How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of Him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!"—Isa . 52 : 7.

Evidently the feet members are still in the=
flesh while the kingdoms (mountains) remain ,
but in the transition period—before the kingdoms :
of the world have been completely destroye d
and given place to the Kingdom of Christ; and '
are able to say, nevertheless, "Thy God reigneth.."
What a thrilling experience and glorious oppor-
tunity, are ours today, brethren! We have th e
privilege of declaring the dissolution of the pres-
ent "heavens and earth" now in progress under
the smiting of the "Stone cut out of the mountai n
without hands " (Dan. 2:31-45 .) , and that follow-
ing the destruction of these kingdoms God will
establish Christ's glorious reign of righteousness
-"the desire of all nations . "—Hag. 2:7 .

In conclusion we recall the words of a compan y
of the Lord 's people pictured in Revelation (19 :7,
8.) after the Bride class have all been glorified ,
saying, "Let us be glad and rejoice and giv e
honor to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is
come and His wife hath made herself ready .
And to her was granted that she should be ar-
rayed in fine linen, clean and white ; for the fine
linen is the righteousness of saints . "

If our hope is to be joined to our Lord as a ,
member of His bride in that glorious marriag e
soon to take place, let us "give diligence to make
our calling and election sure ; for if ye do these-
things," says the Apostle Peter (2 Pet . 1: 5-11.) ,.
"ye shall never fall ; for so an entrance shall be .
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlast-
ing Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus .
Christ."



14

"Lift up, lift up thy voice with singing ,
0 earth, with strength lift up thy voice !
God's kingdom to the earth is coming ,
The King is at thy gates—rejoice !
And while the earth, with strife is riven,
And envious factions truth do hide ,
Lo! He, the Lord of earth and heaven ,
Stands at the door and claims His bride .

Arise and shine in youth eternal ; ,
Thy light is come, thy King appears !
Within this century 's open portals
Breaks the new dawn—the thousand years .

Hymns of Dawn, 151,

The Dawn

Note: In connection with the foregoing article ,
the reader will be `interested to note Brother
Russell's application of Psalm 139 :16-24 ' to the
body of Christ, in the Watch Tower of Sept . 1 ,
1895, page 204 (Reprints 1861), and also the in-
spiring article in the Watch Tower of April 15 ,
1915, page 115 entitled "The White Raiment of
the Kingdom" (Reprints 5668). ; the, latter bearing
on the two books of life .

Memories of Bethany

All of us, in reading the Gospel accounts of the var-
ious experiences of the Master, have doubtless at
times wished we could fill in some of the detail s
which obviously are not given ; and perhaps we have
even attempted to do so. The writer of this article
has also been interested in doing this, and has pen-
ned some of his meditations, and from what the in-
spired record actually says has drawn many profit -
able and timely lessons for the Christian . We pray
that the Lord may bless the brother's meditations.

N OUR study of the New Testament our
thoughts congregate around Jesus, and
everything written of Him provides u s
with countless blessings, and this increas-

ingly as our Christian life develops. There are
times when we like to think of Bethlehem, with
its manger cradle, and there link up many of the
Old Testament promises regarding the coming
Savior and Deliverer. Here, from the human
standpoint, was the first step in the carrying out
of that great drama outlined in types and' shadows
during the Jewish Age: Then we think of Naz-
,areth, the place where Jesus was brought up, and
there see exemplified His life of obedience to His
parents while still under age . What a marvel-
lous carpenter He must have made and how per-
fect His yokes must have been for the oxen! No
wonder ive rejoice with Him when He says :
"Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me," be-
cause we have learned that His yoke is never
ill-fitting, nor does it produce "sores . "—Matt . 11 :
29.

At other times, we think of Tiberias, whos e
shores often echoed to His footfall, or whos e
waters in stillness or in storm supported Him.
Many are the profound lessons He taught there ,
showing the necessity for our faith and trust in
Him to remain constant if we would gain that

"other shore." Again, our thoughts go back to
the Mount of Olives where He spent more than
one night in prayer with the Father ; where He
chose His apostles ; and from whose slope He
preached that wonderful Sermon on the Moun t
containing the Divine commission intended prin-
cipally for His Apostles, as His representatives ,
and, after Pentecost, to serve as a guide for His
Church throughout the Gospel Age .

In tenderer moments, our thoughts linger in
the garden of Gethsemane where He suffere d
"the Just for the unjust "; where He was "made
sin for us who knew no sin ." There we see Him
truly as "the Man of Sorrows and acquainted
with grief, " and find' Him bearing His cross alone
but with full confidence in His Father's love an d
care. We follow Him to Calvary and hear Him
express His interest in His mother and family ,
the two thieves and the people generally, whil e
at the same time suffering excruciating pain .
How such things rebuke us when we are incline d
to' think our sufferings are unbearable! Remem-
ber the apostle's words : "Ye have not yet resisted
unto blood, striving against sin." And how true
this is!—Heb. 12:4 .

BETHANY
All' of this is profitable for thought and study ,

but there is no single resort in the Lord ' s min-
istry upon which sanctified thought loves mor e
fondly to dwell than on the home and village of
Bethany . Its hours of sacred converse have long
ago fled, its family nothing but a memory, and
its Lord has long since been glorified, and yet the
place is still fragrant with His presence. The
echoes of His voice still linger, and . throughout
the Gospel Age have served to comfort and en-
courage many a fainting pilgrim in his upward
ascent to the true Bethany above . Many have
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been the weary footsteps and tearful eyes that
have hastened in thought to Bethany, there to
find it bathed in sunshine—a sweet oasis in th e
toil-worn pilgrimage of the believer

At first thought it may seem strange that the
only Evangelist to record the Bethany scenes i s
the Apostle John; but, may. it not have been
that there was a wise prudence and delicate con-
sideration for the feelings of the living in pre-
venting the disclosure of the Lord's greatest mir-
acle which might have exposed Lazarus and his
sisters to the violence of the unscrupulous perse-
cutors of that day? When the Apostle John
wrote his Gospel, as is supposed, in distant Ephe-
sus, Mary, Martha and Lazarus were, in all likeli-
hood, reposing in their graves . In addition, John,
of all the Evangelists, was the best qualified to do
justice to this matchless picture. He it is who
lifts the veil enshrouding our Lord's private life
and brings Him before us as the Human Friend.

Let us look for a moment at the characters of
the principal actors in this drama in order that
we may better understand the lessons to be draw n
from the various scenes we shall mention . In
the two sisters we have two interesting personal-
ities, both beloved by Jesus, but at the same time
widely different, and both needing a separat e
and peculiar treatment. Martha, the elder, comes
before us as the type of activity ; bustling, ener-
getic, impulsive—well qualified to be the head o f
the household, and to grapple with the stern re-
alities and routine of actual life . She was quick
in apprehension, strong and vigorous in intellect,
combining diligence in business with fervency in
spirit .

Mary, on the other hand, was the reflective
type; calm, meek, devotional, contemplative ,
sensitive in feeling, ill-suited to battle with the
cares and sorrows of this world. Her position
was at the Lord's feet, asking no questions, gen-
tle and submissive. While her sister can so com-
mand her feelings as to be able to rush out to
meet her Lord outside the village, calm and self-
possessed, and even to interrogate Him about
death and the resurrection, Mary can only mee t
Him buried in her all-absorbing grief .

Of Lazarus we have fewer incidentals to guid e
us in giving individuality to his character . Thus
we may infer that he was a loved and lamente d
only brother. We think of him as gentle, retiring,
amiable, forgiving . Some think that he was the
rich young ruler who came to Jesus by night ,
and whom Jesus loved, but who was unable t o
become a disciple because of his great possessions.
Again others think that Martha was the widow o f
Simon, the tanner, who, during his later years
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was a leper . These, of course, are merely con:
jectures .

Nor must we overlook the Master . While He-
loved all men, nevertheless He had a special'
love for those of a spirit congenial with His own,
While He loved all His disciples, yet there was a n
inner circle of inner attachment—Peter, Jame s
and John—and of these three, one was preemin-
ently loved, the Apostle John . Friendship is a
holy thing. What was it but a noble touching
tribute to the longings of the human heart for
friendship when, on entering the Garden of Geth-
semane, He said: "Tarry ye here and watch with
Me! "
A Quiet Resting PIace

Bethany was distant from Jerusalem about two
miles, situated on the Jericho road and surrounded
by date palms . It was so secluded that the noise
of the city of Jerusalem was entirely absent, an d
was thus beautifully located as a resting place for
the weary Savior . As we have indicated, the
family were well-to-do, as evidenced by the hire d
mourners at the funeral of Lazarus, and yet they
lived unostentatiously . St. John gives no infor-
mation regarding their previous history, but wit h
an abruptness of surpassing beauty leaves us i n
no doubt that the Lord had for long been a well--
known guest in that home, and that when the .
calls of His public ministry were suspended, many
an hour was spent in the enjoyment of its peace-
ful seclusion .

With our mental vision we can picture the Sav-
ior, weary and worn, descending with His disci-
ples the roadway from Jerusalem, and with what
eager anticipation would the Bethany family pre-
pare for His coming! Martha, true to her char-
acter, would immediately be busy to see that eve-
rything in the house was spick and span, and
that the evening meal was gotten under way, an d
that everything for the evening would go alon g
smoothly and without a hitch. Mary, on the
other hand, would select her usual place at the
feet of the Master and prepare her mind for what -
ever instruction He might choose to give, un-
troubled by the necessities of the flesh . Lazarus
would quietly slip into his accustomed place, gla d
the Lord was coming, and anxious that all might
enjoy the fellowship together
"Looking Unto Jesus"

As the family would ascend to the flat-top
roof of their home and look up toward Jerusalem
expectantly, so we may gather a lesson for our
selves . We will get the most out of the Christian
life if we, too, keep "looking unto Jesus, " striving
to see Him in all the varied aspects of our life,
always trying to "see Jesus only ." It is this up-
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ward look that enables us to rise above the cares
and vexations of this life and to catch some of
the incomparable glory of our future home . As
'we draw back the parting veil and see this glory ,
does it not tinge our earthly clouds with its
radiant hue, as does the setting sun when night
draws on? Seated with "those of like preciou s
faith" are we interested in the things around us
and taking upon ourselves the burden of straight-
ening them out, or are we lifted above thes e
things and do we long to see Jesus, hold sweet
converse with Him, and pour out to His sympa-
thetic ear our cares and burdens, in order tha t
we might receive the word of comfort? Just as
this family in Bethany found its satisfaction in
Jesus and not in the village itself, so may we a s
we journey through this life find our supreme
rest in the Lord and His Word . This will bring
us a peace and inward joy unknown to the world
in general, and little known by the professing
Christians with whom we are surrounded .

When seated in the house, we can imagine
their conversation : not a discussion of the Lord's
"judging" of the religious leaders of His day, nor
a testimony of how He put over His ideas to the
people in spite of their leaders . We may correct-
ly think that He omitted all reference to His con-
flict with the people, and instead concentrated upon
one of the Davidic Psalms, showing the Messiani c
aspect of the coming Kingdom in which Jesus i s
King. As He made the hearts of the two disciples
burn on the way to Emmaus when "He opened.
unto them the Scriptures," so we may be sur e
that the little family at Bethany must have greatl y
enjoyed one of the Lord's Bible readings. How
:simple and direct must have been His expositio n
and what comfort in itself to hear the truth .

Church Now Feasting with the Lord

Brethren, has the Lord ceased to give us a
clear and decisive message? Are we limited to-
day to the theories and unskilful expositions of
mere man, or do we have "a more sure word of
prophecy to which we do well that we take heed "?
Is it not true that in the days of His second pres-
ence, the same Lord and Friend has sat down
and opened up the fountain of truth to His peopl e
and made them drink of that life-giving stream ?
Do you not rejoice in the clear exposition of th e
truth that is ours as a result of the Master 's sec-
ond presence? Does not your heart burn within
you as you contemplate the great Divine plan o f
the ages? No wonder we rejoice in that message
and find it impossible to surrender it for the fables
of man, because we have seen Jesus and heard
Him speak to us, and in His presence and fellow -
ship now have full assurance of faith in His mes -
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sage. The Lord be praised for His mercy and
love !

Let us now join ourselves with the company o f
the disciples and make a little journey with them
and the Lord to some of the hallowed season s
of fellowship and instruction, and as the veil
is lifted may we reverently look on and drink in
the lessons that will give us courage and victory.

"And so I find it well to come
For deeper rest to this still room ;
For here the habit of the soul
Feels less the outer world's control .
And from the silence multiplie d
By these still forms on every side ,
The world that time and sense has known
Falls off, and leaves me God alone . "

The first of these hallowed seasons is recorded
for us in Luke, chapter 10 . It is thought that
Jesus was returning from the Feast of Taber-
nacles and that while He was to be in seclusion
with the Bethany family He also intended t o
give them a word of comfort to prepare them for
the coming blow in the death of Lazarus. Thus
does our risen Lord on behalf of all His people .
Before the trials and difficulties of life descend
upon us, He visits us with some tender token o f
His love in order that we may be so encouraged
that when the blow falls, we are able to bear it .
Our language is : "I will sing of mercy and judg-
ment . "
Martha and Mary

But to return: as Jesus entered the home a t
Bethany that evening there came the blessing
of that ineffable peace which stills the troubled
soul. He took His accustomed place, with Mary
at His feet, while Martha was busy with the pre-
parations for the meal and supervising arrange-
ments. As she went from room to room in her
work she noted Mary sitting, idly, as she thought ,
at Jesus ' feet. Hitherto apparently Mary had
paid little attention to Martha's protests about sit-
ting around doing nothing, and now Martha
thought she had the opportunity of getting some -
where. Surely, she thought, if Jesus asks Mar y
to rise and help with the household duties, sh e
cannot very well refuse.

So, coming to Jesus, Martha said, indicating
Mary, "Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister
hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefor e
that she help me." This seemed a reasonable re -
quest to make. Here was Martha charged with
the duties of the home and unable, apparently ,
to take time to sit down with the Master, whil e
Mary, totally oblivious to the physical needs of
the company, was content to sit with folded hands .
Here we have a complete picture of the two sis-
ters whom Jesus loved, and we certainly can
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see the healing smile with which Jesus answere d
Martha: "Martha, Martha, thou art careful and
troubled about many things : but one thing is
needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part,
which shall not be taken from her ."

These words have been interpreted by some
as an indication that Mary's conduct while sittin g
at the feet of Jesus was the good part which Jesu s
prized, while Martha's activity was less pleasing
to Him. However, it does not seem as if that
is the point at issue . When we remember that
Martha was inclined to be fussy in her home
duties, and even when the Lord was present she
could not drag herself away from them, it is easy
to understand the Lord's implied rebuke. The
"good part" chosen by Mary related to the fact
that on the occasions of the Lord's visits she al-
ways divested herself of any earthly cares and
gave all her attention to the Lord and His won-
derful words of life. From other Scriptures we
know that a life of contemplation alone is not
encouraged, but rather that there are times t o
be active and times to be in "the quiet vale . "

A Lesson For Us
And so the lesson comes to us: are we so bur-

dened with the everyday cares and responsibilitie s
that we cannot find time to meet with the Lord
and His people? Are we so worn out by our
duties that we are unable to "sit at the Master's
feet" and learn of Him, or are we like Mary, abl e
to detach ourselves from the ordinary cares o f
life and take time to visit with the Lord in the as-
sembly of His people? Never before, it seems ,
was life so full as during these days, and we
have to break away from the entanglements o f
earth in order to secure the time for fellowship
"at Jesus ' feet . " (Eph. 5:16.) The Master's gentle
rebuke was eventually intended to teach Martha
that her scheme of values was wrong, and we
are sure that she learned the lesson . Yet she
understood the Lord did not intend for her to
sit idly by and do nothing, for in John 12, at th e
grand re-union, we read these words : "And Mar-
tha served," but we are sure she did so with th e
correct understanding of what that service meant.

The question Martha asked her Lord remind s
us of another question asked by a faithful dis-
ciple—Peter—when he said to Jesus, "Lord, and
what shall this man do? " indicating John. When-
ever self and the ways of this world are active in
our minds, we are inclined to judge the Lord and
His work from our standpoint and thus we enter
into the sin of presumption, presuming to tell the
Lord how He should conduct His work and plan .
How many times has the Lord had to tell u s
quietly to mind our own business and follow
out the directions He has given to us in His Word?
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The Sickness of Lazarus
Our next scene is recorded for us in John 11 .

There we read of the sickness of Lazarus and it s
grand outcome. The family had enjoyed a visit
with the Lord just previously and were thinking
over the many precious things He had told them ,
when, suddenly, Lazarus fell sick . While remem-
bering that in all probability the Lord alread y
knew of this sickness, they did not neglect taking
the necessary steps to advise Him, and so the y
sent a message : "He whom Thou lovest is sick ."
Isn't that a beautiful message? The average per-
son would have been inclined to say : "Lord, he
who loves you is sick : come quickly." But no :
the sisters knew that that was not the way to the
Master's heart. They did not doubt His love fo r
them and Lazarus .

In our prayers before the throne of grace do we
come with the thought that we can claim th e
promised blessings merely because we love th e
Lord? Or do we recognize that the Lord love s
us, and while knowing that He appreciates ou r
case do we still present our petition before Him,
seeking His guidance and help in the difficulty ?
How easy to slip into the habit of thinking that
the Lord knows all about us and therefore w e
need not take the time to send Him a message .
In our day particularly we must keep close to the
throne of grace if we shall hope to escape the man y
snares and besetments around us . Do not take
for granted that because the Lord knows us, there-
fore we do not need to speak to Him of our joys
and sorrows. If we live close to the mercy seat
we shall indeed find grace abundant in ever y
time of need .

And what a comfort this lesson brings to us
of the divine love in our sickness and our want !
Our condition is not beyond the knowledge and
love of our Father and our elder Brother . No
need for us to think that we are too insignifican t
for their attention and love, but rather that in al l
circumstances theirs is an understanding love ex-
ercised towards us for our good.

Jesus : arries
Jesus received the message on the very day

that Lazarus died, but contented Himself with
merely sending a message back to the sisters that
"this sickness was not unto death, but for the
glory of God," after which He stayed two days
where He was . Because of persecution from
the leaders of the Jews, Jesus had moved ove r
into the wilderness of Perea, to a place also called
Bethany or, Bethabara, where He taught His dis-
ciples further lessons: (John 10:40; 1:28.) The
Sickness of Lazarus, however, caused Him to
ponder the meaning of the same and hence He re-
mained two days longer in Perea until He had
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some assurance from the Heavenly Father as to
His will in the matter . Here we have a lesson of
patience in the matter of divine providence in ou r
lives. There are so many things we do not under -
stand in the divine leadings that we do well to
pause and listen to the "voice behind us," so
that we may intelligently co-operate with the Di-
vine will . It is this patient waiting that is so
trying at times, especially when we seem to see
no step before us .

We are told that Jesus loved Martha, and her
sister and Lazarus ; therefore, when He heard that
Lazarus was sick did He rush immediately t o
restore his health? Nay, He remained still in
the same place where He received the message ;
telling us that while there is succoring love, there
is also tarrying love . When our hearts are open
to the daily visits of the Lord in the days of
brightness, be sure that when the hour of suffer-
ing and trial unexpectedly comes upon us, we
shall know where to find Him—where to send ou r
message for help and encouragement. If He lin-
ger, it is to try and test our faith so that its roots
may grow firmer and deeper in Himself, that we
may trust Him where we cannot trace Him . Let
us ever remember the words : "Now Jesus loved,"
and what peace and comfort this thought is i n
our daily experiences .
Firm in the Divine Will

Having received some assurance from the Fath-
er in answer to prayer, Jesus announced to His
disciples that they should go over to Judea again .
In consternation they replied that the Jews ha d
sought to stone Him, and was He again going t o
venture in among them? His answer was that
during the twelve hours of His day of work H e
could walk in safety, for the light of His duty ,
wliidh was the Father ' s will for Him, would
keep Him from danger. Then He added that
Lazarus slept, and this utterance caused His dis-
ciples to immediately seize upon the thought that
if he slept then he should be left alone, so when
he awakened the fever would be gone and h e
would be well again . To clear away the confus-
ion in their minds, Jesus said: "Lazarus is dead."

How beautiful and symbolic is the use of th e
term "sleep" for death! It reminds us that deat h
is the stern reality from which none of Adam's
posterity can escape, and yet from the divin e
standpoint it is likened to a sleep, because of the
ransom-sacrifice of Jesus . By means of His vic-
tory over death and the grave, the human family
have fallen asleep in Jesus awaiting the grand
resurrection morning, pictured for us in this ,
the awakening experience of Lazarus . Death
is no respecter of persons, and, thank God, the
ransom is all-sufficient and all-inclusive, guaran -
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teeing to all a full and impartial opportunity for
life evermore.

In John's Gospel there are certain distinctive
expressions relating to the character of the dis-
ciples which, added to what we learn from th e
other Synoptists, help to give us a clearer under -
standing of them. Thomas always recalls to mind
the attitude of doubting and unbelief until con-
vinced by sight; and yet John gives us another
side of Thomas ' character. While the other dis-
ciples were most reluctant to return to Judea ,
Thomas is the only one who said: "Let us also.
go, that we may die with Him." While apparent-
ly feeling that the journey was a useless and peril-
ous one, nevertheless Thomas was willing to
risk His life with the Lord .

Again, both sisters had discussed the death of
their beloved brother from all angles and ha d
come to one conclusion; namely, that if Jesus
had been present with them, Lazarus would not
have died. But that is as far as their agreement
went . Why the Lord permitted Lazarus to die
without making any attempt to save him was the
question . Martha wanted to interrogate the Lord,
while Mary felt submissive under the circum-
stances, figuring that if the Lord permitted it ,
then there was a hidden lesson somewhere for
them.

Here we see the outworking of the character s
based upon their natural impulses . Because
Martha was burdened with earthly cares she wa s
unable to take the time to weigh the situation and
did not have the deeper rest of spirit in the Lord.
Mary, on the other hand, through drinking i n
the words of life on previous occasions was bet -
ter able to "rest in the Lord" and wait until H e
should explain Himself . Instead, therefore, o f
these two women representing two classes of the
consecrated, would it not be better to view them
as two phases of character amongst the saints ?
Those who are burdened with many cares, shoul d
take time to be holy, while those who are natur-
ally inclined to the life of contemplation need
to remember that there are certain activities nec-
essary if they would retain and develop the bless-
ings received at the feet of Jesus . In other
words, the true Christian must not only partak e
of the truth, but also masticate it thoroughly s o
that it can be thoroughly assimilated, and the n
take the time to work out the various lesson s
inculcated.
Jesus Goes to Bethany

Starting early in the morning Jesus and Hi E
disciples began their journey to Bethany. On ar-
rival Jesus remained on the outskirts of the vil-
lage. The evident wealth and prominence of th e
famliy had brought out a huge crowd of . mou
ers, among them many leaders of the Jews,
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desiring ; to avoid unnecessary controcersy at the
moment, Jesus shows His consideration of the
feelings of all by not venturing into the village .
May it not be that we can learn from this atti-
tude that there are times when, it is unwise to
intrude ourselves and our message ; when more
good can be done by prudent waiting than by
rushing in pell mell? It is not an evidence of
the spirit of a sound, mind to force our testimony
merely to be able to say that we have `"witnessed. "

The two sisters were in the house, Martha busy
with her household duties, while Mary was com-
pletely overcome with grief. Word reached
Martha that the Lord had come, and here, sh e
felt, was her opportunity to find out why the
Lord had delayed His coming . Again her char-
acter is shown by the manner in which she lef t
the home and traversed the village streets, meet-
ing acquaintances, while she hid sorrow in he r
heart. What strength of purpose was hers that
could mask her inward feelings while she went
to interrogate the Master!

That Martha had faith and assured confidenc e
in Jesus we cannot question, but a momentar y
feeling of unbelief mingled with her better emo-
tions as she met Him. Standing before Him sh e
gave expression to the one crumb of comfort the
sisters had: "Lord, if Thou hadst been here my
brother had not died." The expression of her
innermost heart seemed to be : Why' wert Thou
absent? It was so unlike Thee . To her the
Lord seemed to be unkind, but notice what Jesus
said to His disciples earlier regarding that sam e
absence—"I am glad for your sakes that I was
not there." Thus the difference between the
human and the divine viewpoints .

To us in our heart-breaking experiences the
silence of the Lord seems almost unkind when
compared with previous manifestations of favor ,
and yet how often the Lord withholds His answe r
for our good, "glad" not to answer because of
the final result—the strengthening of our fait h
and trust—"to the intent ye might believe . "
The Divine Method Rest

The words of Martha teach us the great lesson
never to be hasty in our surmises and conclusions
regarding the Lord 's ways. Could she believ e
for a moment that the Lord was oblivious to all
the suffering and heartache occasioned by the
death of Lazarus? Could she question His abil-
ity, had He so willed it, to prevent the bereave-
ment altogether? Jesus listened in silence to th e
murmur of upbraiding, but the glance of tender
sympathy and gentleness which met Martha 's eye
reminds her of something— "I know, that even
now, [even though Lazarus is dead] whatsoever
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Thou wilt ask of God, God will give it Thee."
The Lord now begins to test Martha's faith .

Since she questioned Him for His reasons in de -
laying His coming, so the Lord would question
her as to why she believed that whatever H e
asked God would be given Him . "Thy brother
shall rise again," said Jesus. To which Martha
replied: "I know that he shall rise again in th e
resurrection at the, last day," but what comfor t
is, that to us now? He was our only brother an d
we were so happy, together, and now we are
lonely and sorrowful . Then followed the mem-
orable words of Jesus : "I am the resurrection
and the life: he that believeth in Me, though h e
were dead, [as Lazarus], yet shall he live : and
whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall neve r
die. Believest thou this? " Here was a pointing
forward to that great Millennial Kingdom when
death and the grave will lose their power and
when whosoever is willing shall continue to live .

However, this was . too much for Martha . She
replied: "Yea, Lord: I believe that Thou are the
Christ, the Son. of God, which should come into
the world . " And then, feeling that the conversa-
tion had reached a place where it was a little be-
yond her, she bethought herself of the Master' s
inquiry regarding Mary, and that she would be bet -
ter able to understand what He was telling her.
She returned to the house and told Mary that
the Master had come and had inquired for her .

Now notice the difference . When Martha left
the house to see Jesus, not one of the mourners
noticed her, nor made any attempt to follow her ;
but when Mary got up and went out, the mourn-
ers arose and followed her to the outskirts of the
village and there beheld Jesus and His disciples .
They stood off at a respectful distance and be -
held Mary fling herself at the Lord 's feet in utter
abandon and give expression to the same words
used earlier by Martha : "Lord, if Thou had st
been here my brother ' had not died." But how
different the meaning! Whereas Martha was in
a questioning frame of mind, Mary exemplified un -
murmuring acquiescence in the experience .
"Jesus Wept"

The effect on Jesus was also striking . While
He questioned Martha as to her faith, in Mary 's
case He was silent, The sight of that love an d
misery, the utter futility at such a moment o f
human consolation, the loud lamentation of th e
hired mourners together with Mary's genuine
anguish and the unspoken reproach, all touche d
the tender compassion of Jesus . In repressing
His emotions, Jesus shuddered before He coul d
find words to speak, and then all He could sa y
was, . "Where have, ye laid him?" They said ,
"Lord, come . and see : " As He followed them,
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silent tears streamed down His face. Some of
the Jews in the crowd observed them as evidence
of His sympathy and affection, whilst others of
the Jews, more cynical, asked why He could no t
save His friend from death when He could save
others in their afflictions .

Jesus knew and heard their comments, and onc e
more His whole being was swept by a sudde n
storm of emotion as He viewed the result of
Satan 's work in Eden and how His Father 's orig-
inal intention was marred by the first man's dis-
obedience. Now was the supreme moment! He
commanded the stone to be removed from the
mouth of the grave; and then Martha appeared
before Him. She was deeply agitated by what
Jesus appeared to be about to do, partly afraid i n
her natural delicacy of the shocking spectacl e
which the removal of the stone would re-
veal. She reminded Him that Lazarus had been
dead four days, and in that hot climate decom-
position sets in quickly. She felt that her brother
was far beyond the reach of the Lord's voice ,
and that he was only exciting vain expectations in
their minds which never could be realized .

How Strong Is Our Faith ?
How easy it is for us, like Martha, to be bold

in the confession of our faith when there is noth-
ing to cross our wishes, or dim and darken ou r
faith. In the hour of trial how often does the
natural mind threaten to displace and supplant
the mind of the spirit, and thus our convictions
are dulled . Where is now the great testimony
of Martha's faith given so shortly before? An d
when we pass through the trials and testings o f
life do we always retain our faith bright and
shining, or do we succumb to the promptings of
the natural mind ?

As the crowd stood drinking in the scene, Jesus
rebuked Martha in these words : "Said I not unto
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou should-
est see the glory of God?" The stone was move d
from the sepulchre and a great hush fell upon
all as with open-eyed amazement they gazed into
the dark interior. Something had yet to precede
the resurrection call : "Jesus lifted up His eyes ,
and said, Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast
heard Me. And I know that Thou hearest Me
always . " When did Jesus pray? We answer ,
during the two days He was in Perea, when He
pondered upon the sickness and death of Lazarus ,
His friend. There He communed with His Fath-
er, as to the meaning of it all and evidently gath-
ered that the awakening of Lazarus should be-
come an illustration of His own great work as Me-
diator in the Millennial Kingdom, and by this th e
church would have a means of understanding how
this great work of resurrection would come about .
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And now, standing before the grave's mouth, be -
fore there was any evidence of His Father answer-
ing His prayer, He gives expression to His ut-
most confidence in the Father, giving us an ex-
ample of the greatness of faith .

Do you have such faith? Or do you exercis e
faith in the Lord and His providential care upo n
the basis of blessings actually received? Too
often, it seems, the Lord's people only give thanks
after the blessing is received, but the lesson for
us is that we should so grow in grace and knowl-
edge that we would come simply to the throne
of grace, as little children, and, in the spirit o f
Christ, express our thanks to the Heavenly Fath-
er for all His precious promises and our belief
that each day we shall find them fulfilled . With
such a faith we shall find sweet release from wor-
ry and anxiety, and go forward each day in th e
strength of the Lord .
"Lazarus Come Forth"

Then Jesus "cried with a loud voice, Lazarus ,
come forth, " and to the amazement of all stand-
ing by, the dead arose and came out into the sun-
light clad in grave clothes. Then said Jesus ,
"Loose him, and let him go . " How beautiful is
this picture of the resurrection work of the King-
dom! Lazarus was not resurrected—he was mere-
ly awakened from the sleep of death—for resur-
rection would signify the complete raising up ou t
of sin and death conditions to perfection of human
life .

The calling forth of Lazarus, therefore, is a
good picture of what may be expected shortly ,
after the great time of trouble is over, and th e
living nations shall have, to some extent, been
enlightened and brought under the influence o f
the heavenly Kingdom. Then all that are in
their graves will come forth as Lazarus did, in
answer to prayers of the living, to a measure of
health and strength. Their case, however, will be
different from his, in that his release from death
was merely temporary, for he later died again.
Those under the Kingdom rule need never die
again, but instead, by hearing and obeying th e
voice of the Christ, in the Millennial age, shall
emerge gradually from all the weight of the curs e
to the fulness of life, perfection and joy o f
life eternal . Theirs will be a resurrection by
judgments, disciplines, and corrections in right-
eousness bringing them up to all the glorious per-
fections of human nature .

Notice, also, how the Lord associated others in
the work of loosing Lazarus from the grave -
clothes, well illustrating how, in the Millennia l
Kingdom, those who are carried over from thi s
present evil world, will have a work to do in
assisting their loved ones returning from the death
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state, helping them to get rid of ignorance, super-
stition and fear, and showing them how they ma y
become adjusted to the new and better conditions
of the Kingdom of righteousness . What a glorious
time is ahead for the human family! No wonde r
St. Paul says : "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them tha t
love Him ."—1 Cor. 2: 9.
Some Believed, Some Did Not

The immediate result of the work of Jesus was
to divide His onlookers into two groups; "some
believed on Him," while others went to the priest s
and rehearsed all they had seen and heard and
consulted with them on what to do about it. The
Sanhedrin met in a spirit of hate and perplexity.
They could not deny the miracle, and yet the y
were not able to accept Jesus as the Christ, the
Messiah. In the midst of their clamor, Caiaphas
arose and told them that all their proposals were
mere ignorance, and that the only thing to be
done was to sacrifice one victim in order that th e
nation might be preserved politically. He did not
stop in order to inquire or define whether the
victim was innocent or guilty, nor did the rest o f
the Sanhedrin, but all agreed in accepting the
proposal of Caiaphas. Henceforth Jesus lived
with a price upon His Head, and He knew it, an d
retired to a small city called Ephraim until His
hour should come. How long He remained there ,
we do not know, nor are we able to lift the vei l
of silence that has fallen over the record.

"From heritage of sorrow are deepest joys dis-
tilled,

And the cup outstretched for healing is oft a t
Marah filled.

God leads to joy through weeping, to quietness
through strife,

Through yielding into conquest, through death
to endless life!

Be still ; He hath enrolled thee for the Kingdom
and the Crown.

Be silent; let Him mould thee who calleth the e
His own ."

At Bethany Again
Once more we visit in thought a peaceful and

happy home-scene in the same Bethany household.
The severed links in that broken chain are again
united. The Sabbath day was spent in quiet ,
and on the evening of that day they made the
Master a supper, at which "Martha served ." Laz-
arus was almost as much an object of curiosity
as the Lord Himself to the many who thronge d
to see them. This condition so exasperated the
rulers in Jerusalem that they actually meditated
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upon how to get rid of this living witness to th e
power of Jesus, whom they rejected.

This feast was a memorable one, not so much
from the crowds who flocked to see Jesus an d
Lazarus, as from the one incident which crowne d
it. As Mary sat there and looked upon her be-
loved brother and then upon her Lord, she fel t
impelled to do some outward act to show he r
love, gratitude and worship . Rising she brought
out an alabaster vase of Indian spikenard, came
behind where sat Jesus and brake it with her
hands, and poured the very precious perfum e
on his head and feet, wiping His feet with the hair
of her head. It was an act of devoted sacrifice ,
and the poor Galileans who followed Jesus mus t
have been amazed at this lavish display for on e
brief moment .

But there was one present who took decide d
exception to the act, because it pained him in
that he felt defrauded . "Judas was standing over
on the side watching the progress of the feas t
and saw this act of devotion, and he was filled
with disgust . Much has been said about Judas ,
and here we have time for just a few brief re -
marks. He was apparently quite an educated
man, because to him fell the lot of collecting the
money, hiring rooms, providing meals, and payin g
the bills. In other words, he was the bookkeepe r
and treasurer of the little band. As a Jew he
had been filled with the hope of Israel triumphing
over her foes—the Romans—and becoming the
chief nation in the earth; and when Jesus cam e
along and gave so much evidence of being the
Messiah, Judas was glad of the opportunity o f
joining the company and serving with the Lord .

He appeared to think' that Jesus was proceed-
ing rather slowly with His Kingdom work, and
so at the height of His ministry it might have bee n
Judas who suggested to the fed multitude to
crown Him as King: but Jesus preceiving their
evident purpose, withdrew from the multitude .
(John 6 :14, 15 .) Thereafter, Judas began to broo d
over the situation. He no doubt recalled that the
Lord had said that "they laborer is worthy of his
hire," and since he was giving of his time and
strength to Jesus and His disciples, there surely
was no harm in his laying aside a proportion of
the income for his future use should this whole
thing disintegrate, as it appeared likely to do th e
way the Lord was acting . If the other disciple s
did not see the matter thus it was no concern of
his, and now as he was present and saw this per-
fume being all used up in a brief moment, it wa s
more than he could stand.
Self-Deceptio n

With the fallen mind, the lowest acts are
often covered with a veil to half conceal,
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even from one 's self, their grossness . It is sel-
dom people sin under the full glare of self-
consciousness; they usually blind themselves with
false pretexts and specious reasonings ; and though
Judas could not conceal his baseness from the
clearer eye of John, he probably concealed it
from himself under the notion that he really was
protesting against an act of romantic wastefulness ,
and pleading the cause of disinterested charity.
Hence he said, : "Why was not this ointment sold
for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?"
To which John adds the illuminating comment :
"Not that he cared for the poor ; but because he
was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was
put therein . " In other words, he was adding hi s
proportion of the three hundred pence to th e
small store he had already earmarked for himself
when this thing should burst . The fact was that he
was a petty thief, and the failure to struggle with
his own temptations, and the disappointment o f
every expectation which had first drawn him to
Jesus, gradually deepened the alienation until he
finally sold his Lord for thirty pieces of silver .

The Lord would not permit this condition t o
spread any further amongst the onlookers, no r
would He suffer Mary any further suffering from
the consequences of her noble act. "Why trouble
ye the woman?" "Let her alone; she has wrought
a good work upon Me; for ye have the poor al -
ways with you; but Me ye have not always . "
(Matt . 26:10-13; John 12:7, 8.) Evidently, then ,
His death and burial were close at hand, and, as
the Lord said, the act of Mary not only was a
sweet perfume in that room, but right on dow n
throughout the Gospel age the perfume of her
act has continued to be appreciated by the
church .

How solemn are the lessons contained in th e
life of Judas! Well do we need to examine ou r
own hearts as we journey through this earthly
life of ours to see that we are really living the
overcoming life . We have to be constantly on
the alert for snares of the adversary ; for, as the
Prophet Jeremiah has so well stated, "the hear t
is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it? " (Jer. 17:9.) Some-
times it is only as we look back on our lives that
we realize that some of our acts, once considered
to have been based upon the highest principles ,
are now seen to be considerably mixed with self-
interest.

The days following our Lord's visit in Bethany
as related, were filled with sad and trying experi-
ences, culminating in His arrest, trial, convictio n
and death. In vain do we try to picture, as w e
revert to the peaceful village of Bethany, th e
feelings of Martha, Mary and Lazarus on the day
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of the crucifixion . Where were they? How wer e
they employed? We doubt not but that they were
amongst those who followed the Lord throug h
all His experiences.

The Ascensio n
Our final incident is recorded in Luke 24 :50 .

There we follow the risen Lord in thought from
His concluding visit in Jerusalem to the scene o f
the Ascension. He must have crossed the brook
Kedron, Gethsemane, where He suffered so much ,
and led His disciples out as far as Bethany .
Whether He visited the home of the honored
family we may never surely know, but it seems
so appropriate that the last place on the earth
on which His eyes should rest was Bethany, th e
place above all that was His refuge and resting
place .

Can we imagine the power of the blessing that
He then bestowed upon the waiting disciples ?
"And He lifted up His hands, and blessed them, "
and in that blessing He promised them the Holy
Spirit, reminding them of the divine commission
to carry the message of the truth through all the
earth; and the benediction was unfinished when
the cloud bore Him away . He left this world ,
blessing His waiting disciples, and He has con-
tinued ever since blessing His people—"Whom
having not seen, ye love, " says Peter, "in Whom ,
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory ."—
1 Pet. 1: 8.

At first the disciples felt lonely and sad. They
missed the companionship and guidance of their
beloved Master, but after the Holy Spirit cam e
upon them at Pentecost, they became very definit e
witnesses of the risen Lord, and rejoiced in th e
blessed hope of His glorious second advent. In
the power of that inspiring thought, they endure d
many sufferings, always looking to Jesus for aid
and blessings. Living as we are at this end of the
age, are we as energetic and enthusiastic as th e
early disciples in the way of the Lord? With al l
the evidence multiplying around us of the settin g
up of the Millennial Kingdom, are we filled wit h
the spirit of self-sacrifice and devotion to the Lord ,
or are we filled with discouragement because of
the delay in our expectations ?

Let us come back to Bethany for some of the
lessons of helpfulness, and once more listen whil e
the Master discourses with us upon the things
of the Kingdom and our privileges connected
therewith. May we learn to take time each
day to cultivate the Lord's presence, waiting
upon Him, that the sweetness of His teaching
may permeate our souls . Thus shall we be th e
better enabled to bear our cross with a smile.



May 1939

Friend after friend may depart from us ; some
may alter their attitude towards us ; kindness may
be changed to estrangement ; old familiar faces
give place to new ones, but the Lord is ever the
same. Unchanging and unchangeable is the
Lord who metes out strength in the day of trial
and for the day of trial. Soon our day of testing
will be over, and Oh, how happy the day when w e
shall be joined to the Jesus of Bethany—"this
same Jesus." And, "how light our trials then
will seem, how short our pilgrim way," when we
see Him "face to face" in the Kingdom.

BETHANY

"I would I were in Bethany! "
This thought oft comes to me,
When cares of life rush over,
And my eyes but dimly see
Through the multitudinous dutie s
That crowd in the busy day.
"Oh, would I were in Bethany,
So many miles away . "

And that my Lord and Master ,
As in the days of old,

	

,
Were sitting there—I at His feet—
To hear those words of gold ;
For, Oh, it seems to me that naugh t
Could bring such rest complete,
As to listen to His loving words
While sitting at His feet .

I love to think of Mary
And I love strong Martha, too ;
But I fear I'm oft like Martha,
For there seems so much to do .
But I want to get the lesson
Deeply graven on my heart,
Of the Master's words to Martha—
"Mary chose the wiser part . "

And when life's cares engulf me,
And the light seems faint and dim ,
I pray that faith may bring me close
As Mary was to Him.
That Bethany today may be
His home within my heart
That I'll see Him, hear Him, know Him,
Never more from Him to part .
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THE UNAFRAID

The world is sorely frightened
It's stark afraid and blue ,
But bravely and in order
The things of spring come through.

* * *
Great lands are in a panic—
They tremble at a shot,
And by a voice are routed—
The daffodils are not.

* * *
Great rulers move with caution
Or cringe in misery ;
They question time and season—
Not so the dogwood tree .

* * *
Dark chaos and disorder
Mark all the works of men
But pussy willows follow
The old ways in the glen .

* * *
Uncertainty of action
Fills every State and clime
But in the soft green meadow
The bloodroot blooms on time .

* * *
"There is no peace, no pattern,"
Cries mankind in despair
But look along the brookside—
The Jack-in-Pulpit's ther e

* * *
"All ways of life are shattered—
There is a plan no more " —
So say you, but the birches
Gleam as they did before .

* * *
All schedules now are hopeless,
Ways of the past are done ,
Yet just as through the age s
The buds burst in the sun .

* * *
A planet has the jitters
No man seems unafraid
But there's the same warm courage
On hillside and in glade .

* * *
"No more do things move smoothly ,
Confusion's in full swing, "
Cry millions in deep anguish—
They do not see the spring.

—H. I . Phillips



International Sunday School Lessons

BEVERAGE ALCOHOL
AND THE HOME

May 21-Eph. 5:15-21; 6:1- 4
15 See then that ye walk circum-

spectly, not as fools, but as wise ,
16 Redeeming the time, because

the days are evil.
17 Wherefore be ye not unwise,

but understanding what the wil l
of the Lord is.

18 And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess ; but be filled
with the spirit ;

19 Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart
to the Lord ;

20 Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father i n
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ;

21 Submitting yourselves one to
another in the fear of God .

6:1 Children, obey your parents
in the Lord : for this is right .

2 Honor thy father and mother ;
(which is the first commandmen t
with promise ; )

3 That it may be well with thee,
and thou mayest live long on the
earth.

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath : but bring
them up in the nurture and admon-
ition of the Lord .
GOLDEN TEXT: Drink no wine
nor strong drink, thou, nor thy

sons with thee.—Lev. 10:9 .
N the third chapter of
Proverbs, verses one to
six and thirteen to sev-
enteen, we read: "My

son, forget not My law, but let
thine heart keep My command -
ments: for length of days, and
long life, and peace, shall they
add to thee. Let not mercy and
truth forsake thee ; bind them
about thy neck; write them upon
the table of thine heart : so shalt
thou find favor and good under -
standing in the sight of God and
man. Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart, and lean not unt o
thine own understanding. In al l
thy ways acknowledge Him and
He shall direct thy paths . Hap-
py' is the man that findeth wis-
dom, and the man that getteth
understanding: for the merchan-

dise of it is better than the mer-
chandise of silver, and the gain
thereof than fine gold. She i s
more precious than rubies: and
all the things thou canst desir e
are not to be compared unto her.
Length of days is in her right
hand; and in her left hand riches
and honor. Her ways are ways
of pleasantness, and all her paths
are peace."

From the Watch Tower Re-
prints, page 3665, we take the
following excerpt :

"No true child of God coul d
feel indifferent in respect to a
matter of such vital importance
to our race. Undoubtedly the
drinking habit is the cause of
much of the woe of the world,
and hence whoever is on the
Lord 's side, however, is striving
as one of the royal priesthoo d
to remember the injunction, `Be
clean, ye that bear the vessel s
of the Lord 's house, ' must feel
his responsibility to this question
in respect to his own person and
the example of his daily life upon
others. Whoever realizes that
the whole creation is groaning
and travailing in pain together
and longs for the time to com e
when he may, in association wit h
his Redeemer, roll back from the
world the weakness of heredity
and bind Satan and stop the
course of sin and temptation ,
such an one, truly, heartily and
sympathetically entering into
these hopes set before us in th e
Gospel, will surely be in sympa-
thy with every reasonable and
legitimate means used in opposi-
tion to the great drink evil ,
which, as a brood of fiery serp-
ents, is biting the world of man-
kind and causing all kinds of
trouble, mental moral and phys-
ical."

The Lord is seeking for the
kingdom class persons of char-
acter, and has arranged that
those who bear His message of
grace in the present time and
are accepted of Him through con-
secration shall sacrifice their own

wills, the will of the flesh, to do
the Lord's will, and therefore to
no longer surrender themselve s
to gluttony or drunkenness or
fashionable folly. The Lord i s
seeking those who surrender
themselves to Him to be taught
in the school of Christ, to ther e
learn the lessons of self-control,
self-denial, patience, humility,
meekness, and come to a proper
appreciation of the various graces
of the holy spirit, and so far as
possible to live in harmony with
their noble conceptions and de -
sires . These are the ones whom
the Lord is seeking for the king-
dom, and we may be sure tha t
He will accept no others. He
will find a sufficient number of
this kind to complete His predes-
tination, and it is for us, if we
have heard His voice and have
been accepted of Him, to strive
daily to be dead to the world
and to all fleshly desires, that w e
may thus make our calling and
election sure.

Temperance means more than
abstaining from alcoholic bever-
ages. The principle of temper-
ance really means moderation in
all things. Immoderation is in
evidence on every hand today .
"Be filled with the Spirit, " en-
joins the Apostle . (Eph. 5: 18 . )
Those who are filled with God ' s
holy power will have no desir e
to become immoderate in their
habits ; but whether they eat or
drink, or whatsoever they do ,
they will do all to the glory of
God .

QUESTIONS :
What did Solomon say on the

subject of temperance ?
In its full, comprehensive mean-

ing, what is temperance ?
Quote Scripture texts showing the

proper attitude of the Christian
toward temperance .

How can we best avoid excesse s
and keep our characters balanced ?

How will the evil of intemper-
ance be handled in the Millennial
age?
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PAUL
' THINKS IN WORLD TERMS

May 28—Rom. 1:1-17
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ ,

called to be an apostle, separated
unto the Gospel of God ,

2 (Which He had promised afore
by His prophets in the holy Scrip-
tures, )

3 Concerning His Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, which was made

• of the seed of David according to
the flesh;

4 And declared to be the Son of
God with power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrec-
tion from the dead :

5 By whom we have received
grace and apostleship, for obedi-
ence to the faith among all nations ,
for His name :

6 Among whom are ye also th e
called of Jesus Christ :

7 To all that be in Rome, belove d
of God, called to be saints: Grace
to you and peace from God our
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ .

8 First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for you all, that your
faith is spoken of throughout the
whole world .

9 For God is my witness, whom I
serve with my spirit in the gospel of
His Son, that without ceasing I
make mention of you in my prayers ;

10 Making request, if by any
means now at length I might have
a prosperous journey by the will
of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I
may impart unto you some spiritu-
al gift, to the end ye may be estab-
lished ;

12 That is, that I may be com-
forted together with you by the
mutual faith both of you and me .

13 Now I would not have you ig-
norant, brethren, that oftentimes I
purposed to come unto you, (but
was let hitherto,) that I might hav e
some fruit among you also, even
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the
Greeks, and to the Barbarians ; both
to the wise and to the unwise .

15 So, as much as in me is, I am
ready to preach the gospel to you
that are at Rome also .

16 For I am not ashamed of th e
gospel of Christ : for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth ; to the Jew first ; and
also to the Greek .

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just shall
live by faith .

GOLDEN TEXT: I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ : for it is
the power of God unto salva -
lion to every one that be -

lieveth. — Roman 1 :16.

HAT a loss it would hav e
been to the entire churc h
if Paul had not written
the epistle to the Romans .

In this remarkable letter he
shows how those who once knew
God departed from their allegi-
ance to Him and worshipped the
things of their own creation .
Then he contrasts the Law dis-
pensation with the dispensatio n
of grace, and points out that what
the Law failed to do because of
inherited blemishes, grace suc-
ceeded in accomplishing through
the divine provision of justifica-
tion by faith. Furthermore, he
explains how God cut off the nat-
ural branches from the tree of di -
vine promise, grafting on wild
olive branches (the Gentiles )
thus doing something that was
contrary to nature ; for good fruit
was the result of this operation .

Paul tells us that he was called
to be an apostle . He did not call
himself, as various preacher s
have done, but God called him .
There was no question whatever
about the divine character of his
call. And he tells the believers i n
Christ that they also are called
—not to be apostles, but to b e
saints. And here is a call, also,
that has come directly from th e
Lord; and we know that "Many
are called but few are chosen . "
—Matt . 22 : 14 .
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In the Old Testament we find
a kind of type or picture of this
call, in the call and selection of
Rebekah to become the bride of
Isaac. We remember that Abra-
ham sent Eliezer to Mesopotamia ,
to his own people to make the
choice, and that this servant
found Rebekah at a well and pre-
sented her with certain jewels.
Then, having heard Isaac de-
scribed, she was willing to set
out on the long journey to meet
him, and in due time these two
were united in wedlock .

In this story of Isaac and Re-
bekah, Abraham pictures the
heavenly Father. Isaac types
our Lord Jesus, and Rebekah,
the church, the prospective bride
of Christ.

Eliezer is a type of the Holy
Spirit, and the trinkets that wer e
bestowed upon the young wo-
man well illustrate the adorn-
ments of character that are de-
veloped in God 's people by mean s
of the truth .

Paul was not ashamed of th e
gospel of Christ, and we should
not be ashamed of it today ; for
it is still the power of God unto
salvation. To proclaim it on eve-
ry. possible occasion should be re-
garded as a great privilege . Ere
long it will be preached to all
the world, ushering in the age of
peace, happiness and life .

QUESTIONS :

What are some of the great things
contained in the book of Romans ?

Was the call to be an apostle
different from the call to be a saint ?

What constituted the call to be-
come a saint?

How was the call of the Gospel
Age pictured in Old Testament
times?

Is the truth any different today
from what it was in Paul's time?



PAUL PLEADS
HIS OWN CAS E

June 4—Acts 21:40; 22:1-4 ;
24:14-16; 26:19-2 3

Acts 21 :40 And when he had giv-
en him license, Paul stood on the
stairs, and beckoned with the hand
unto the people . And when there
was made a great silence, he spake
unto them in the Hebrew tongue ,
saying,

22 :1 Men, brethren, and fathers ,
hear ye my defence which I mak e
unto you .

2 (And when they heard that he
spake in the Hebrew tongue to
them, they kept the more silence :
and he saith, )

3 I am verily a man which am
a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city i n
Cilicia, yet brought up in this cit y
at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught
according to the perfect manner o f
the law of the fathers, and was
zealous toward God, as ye all are
this day .

4 And I persecuted this way unto
the death, binding and delivering
into prisons both men and women.

24 :14 But this I confess unto thee ,
that after the way which they call
heresy, so worship I the God of my
fathers, believing all things whic h
are written in the law and in the
prophets :

15 And have hope toward God,
which they themselves also allow ,
that there shall be a resurrectio n
of the dead, both of the just and
unjust.

16 And herein do I exercise my-
self, to have always a conscience
void of offence toward God, and
toward men.

26 :19 Whereupon, 0 King Agrip-
pa, I was not disobedient unto the
heavenly vision :

20 But shewed first unto them of
Damascus, and at Jerusalem, an d
throughout all the coasts of Judea ,
and then to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God,
and do works meet for repentance.

21 For these causes the Jew s
caught me in the temple, and went
about to kill me .

22 Having therefore obtained
help of God, I continue unto this
day, witnessing both to small and

great, saying none other things
than those which the prophets an d
Moses did say should come :

23 That Christ should suffer, and
that He should be the first that
should rise from the dead, and
should shew light unto the people ,
and to the Gentiles .

GOLDEN TEXT : I have lived be -
fore God in all good conscience

until this day.—Acts 23 :1 .

T IS remarkable how
much opposition Paul
encountered in his work
of preaching the simple

gospel message of the saving
grace of Jesus Christ . The re-
ligionists of that time hated any-
thing that was not in agreement
with their views . And it has
been the same way ever since.
In all probability, Satan has stir-
red up more hatred in the name
of religion than in any other
name. Although God's people
have been the real peace-makers
of the world—yes, and the onl y
true peacemakers — they hav e
ever been the center of strife, du e
to the bitter antagonism of the
forces of evil, which have en-
deavored to crush them as well
as the cause for which they have
stood .

We read that "they gave him
audience unto this word, and then
lifted up their voices, and said ,
Away with such a fellow from
the earth: for it is not fit that he
should live."—Acts 22:22 .

However, it came to pass that
Paul had the privilege of witness-
ing before King Agrippa and be -
fore the Governor, Festus. His
defence was a direct and simple
one. He told a plain yet stirring
story of his conversion from being
an ardent Jew and a persecutor
of the Christians to becoming a
champion of the cause of Chris-
tianity. Such a story might have
moved the hearts of the peopl e
to sympathy had their hearts
been open to conviction and no t
filled with prejudice . But the
way of the cross was a hard one
for the Apostle even as it has
been for all true believers—those
who have fully surrendered
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themselves to the power of th e
truth .

That Paul "was not disobedient
unto the heavenly vison, " meant
everything to him ; for that heav-
enly vision became an inspiring
influence in his life. And so,
likewise, today, the first thing
that God grants to His people is
a vision of the truth, and this
must become a guiding star in
their lives. Divine truth affords
a revelation both of the characte r
of God and of the great plan of
God, and God is using it as a
means of preparing His people
for their future inheritance . In
the future, indeed, these very ex-
ponents of the truth will be call-
ed upon to give the truth to th e
world, and during the present
age they are learning valuabl e
lessons needed to prepare them
for their future work and office.

Paul laid no claim to oratory.
His statement is that he witness-
ed to both small and great, "say-
ing none other things than thos e
which the prophets and Mose s
did say should come." Thus he
faithfully transmitted the Word
of God to those who had the
hearing ear, and set a fine ex-
ample of loyal ministry to us all .

QUESTIONS :

Explain how Paul got into trouble
with people .

What argument did Paul use i n
defending himself ?

Why did the Apostle mention the
resurrection of the dead ?

How do we know that Paul,' s
reasoning was very effective ?

Tell some of the things that Moses
and the prophets had said about
Christ .

What is the greatest vision re-
corded in the Scriptures ?

What is the value to God's peopl e
of the heavenly vision today ?
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PAUL SOLVE S
CHURCH PROBLEMS

June 11—1 Cor . 1 :1-3, 10, 11 ;
4 :14-21; Thes . 5:12-1 5

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of
Jesus Christ through the will o f
God, and Sosthenes our brother,

2 Unto the church of God which
is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, with all that in every place
call upon the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, both theirs and ours :

3 Grace be unto you, and peace ,
from God our Father, and from the
Lord Jesus Christ .

10 Now I beseech you, brethren ,
by the name of our Lord Jesu s
Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divi-
sions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judg-
ment.

11 For it hath been declared unto
me of you, my brethren, by them
which are of the house of Cloe ,
that there are contentions among
you .

4:14 I write not these things to
shame you, but as my beloved son s
I warn you.

15 For though ye have ten thou-
sand instructors in Christ, yet have
ye not many fathers : for in Christ
Jesus I have begotten you through
the gospel.

16 Wherefore I beseech you, be
ye followers of me.

17 For this cause have I sent unt o
you Timotheus, who is my beloved
son, and faithful in the Lord, who
shall bring you into remembrance
of my ways which be in Christ ,
as I teach everywhere in every
church .

18 Now some are puffed up, as
though I would not come to you.

19 But I will come to you shortly ,
if the Lord will, and will know,
not the speech of them which are
puffed up, but the power .

20 For the kingdom of God is not
in word, but in power.

21 What will ye? Shall I come
unto you with a rod, or in love, and
in the spirit of meekness?

1 Thes . 5 :12 And we beseech you,
brethren, to know them which la-
bour among you, and are over you
in the Lord, and admonish you ;

13 And to esteem them very high-
ly in love for their work's sake.
And be at peace among yourselves.

14 Now we exhort you, brethren,
warn them that are unruly, com-
fort the feeble-minded, support the
weak, be patient toward all men .

15 See that none render evil fo r
evil unto any man; but ever fol-
low that which is good, both amon g
yourselves and to all men.

GOLDEN TEXT: Let your manner
of life be worthy of the gospel

of Christ.—Phil . 1 :27 .

OD'S people of the Gos-
pel age are called to be
saints . They are not call-
to be Roman Catholics ,

Greek Catholics, Presbyterians ,
Methodists, Baptists, or member s
of any other sect or denomina-
tion. The true disciples of Christ
are those who follow their Master
through "evil report and good re-
port : as deceivers, and yet true ;
. . .as poor, yet making many
rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing all things ."—2 Cor .
6 : 8-10 .

The Apostle Paul was not in
favor of divisions in the church .
It was his thought that the ten-
dency to cause divisions showe d
a spirit of carnality. No doubt
he believed that if there were dif-
ferences of opinion they might be
expressed in a proper way with-
out causing separation. This
would be a test of the love of the
brethren. If we love only those
who agree with us in everything .
we surely do not deserve much
credit for that. Jesus even went
so far as to say, "Love your en-
emies, bless them that curse you ,
do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute
you."--Matt . 5 :44.

In the main, God's people
should all speak the same thing .
They should all speak about the
love of God, they should tell of
the great plan of salvation that
God has devised for the world .
They should tell of the coming to
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earth of the Son of God, of His
death on Calvary, of His resur-
rection from the dead, of the call
of the church, of justification by
faith, of sanctification by the spir-
it of the truth, of the future glo-
rification of the church, and of
the Millennial kingdom for th e
world. They should also be clear
on the subject of mortality an d
immortality, on the unscriptural-
ness of the Trinity doctrine as so
commonly taught, on the state of
the dead, and should be aware of
the fact that we are now living
in the closing time of the Gospel
age, when Christ is present, and
when the last part of the Harves t
work is taking place and whe n
the elements are preparing for
the world's great time of troubl e
that is to destroy the systems of
the earth .

"Be at peace among your-
selves, " exhorted the Apostle .
Verily, "The fruit of righteous-
ness is sown in peace of them that
make peace ." (Jas. 3 : 18.) Then
the Christian is to be "patient to-
ward all men." He is not to be
an agitator, a trouble-maker, but
to copy the example of his Mas-
ter, "Who, when He was reviled ,
reviled not again ; when He suf-
fered, He threatened not ; but
committed Himself to Him that
judgeth righteously." Then the
whole matter of Christian living
is summed up in the Golden
Text, "Let your manner of life
be worthy of the gospel of
Christ. "

QUESTIONS :

How would you describe the char-
acter of a true Christian?

How could divisions in the church
be avoided ?

What did the Apostle mean by
speaking the same thing ?

What are some of the important
things about which to speak?

How can we be peacemakers an d
yet contenders for the faith once
delivered to the saints?

Who are the unruly ones? How
should they be dealt with?



CHILDREN'S
HOUR

Elijah the Prophet
HERE came a very wicked king to the
throne of Israel, " said Uncle Eb. "His
name was Ahab. He was given to the
worship of idols; and, of course you know

that God had forbidden the Jews to have any -
thing to do with idols . Well, Ahab built a temple
to the false God, Baal . This was in Samaria . He
also built a grove where they held religious rite s
in honor of Baal. The Bible says that he did
more to provoke God to anger than all the king s
of Israel that had been before him.

"Now Elijah the prophet went to see Ahab and
told him that God would punish him for hi s
wickedness. It was rather a dangerous matter
to tell this to a king at that time, but Elija h
braved the king's displeasure and did it . He said
that there would be no rain in the land for thre e
and a half years, and this indeed came to pass ,
and caused a great deal of loss to the countr y
through the failure of crops and in other ways.

"Then God told Elijah to' go out into the wilder-
ness where he would be safe from Ahab . He was
to go to the brook Cherith ' where he would fin d
good drinking water, and . where the ravens woul d
provide him with food. So Elijah went out there
and stayed for a while, but after a time the brook
dried up, for, you see, there had been no rain
throughout the land . Then God told the prophet
to go to a place called Zarepliath and there h e
would find a woman who would help him out .
So, sure enough, there he found the woman, but
she was in very poor circumstances herself, an d
it didn't seem as though she could help any one
out. This poor woman had a son, and the two
of them were starving. All they had was a little
oil and a little meal, and they were going to use
this up, and then they expected to die .

"Well, what do you suppose Elijah said to thi s
woman? He told her to use the oil and the mea l
to make a cake for him, and that she would then
find that she had enough to last her till rain
came upon the earth . So this also took place just
as the prophet had said .

"And it came to pass, after a time, that the son
of the woman took sick, and his illness became s o
severe that he died. Then Elijah said to th e
woman, `Give your son to me.' And she did so.
The prophet thereupon carried the boy to an
upper chamber of the house, and laid him upon
his own bed up there . And he cried unto th e
Lord and said, `0 Lord my God, have you brought
evil upon this poor woman with whom I sojourn ,
by slaying her son? ' And he stretched himself
upon the child three times, beseeching the Lor d
to restore him to life, and the Lord heard him ,
and revived the boy to life again, and Elijah too k
him down to his mother. And the woman sai d
to him, `By this I know that thou art a man of
God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mout h
is truth.'

"Now after many days the word of the Lor d
came to Elijah, saying, `Go, and show yourself
unto Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth . '

"Now when Ahab saw Elijah, he said, `Are
you the man who is troubling Israel? ' and Elijah
answered, `I have not troubled Israel; but you
and your father 's house have done so because
you have forsaken the commandments of the
Lord and have followed Baal . Now therefore
send, and gather all Israel to mount Cannel ; and
the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and
the four hundred prophets of the groves . '

"So Ahab sent and gathered all these together
to mount Carmel.

"And Elijah said to all the people, `How lon g
do you halt between two opinions? If the Lor d
is God, follow Him, and if Baal, then follow Him . '
And the people did not answer him a word .

"And Elijah said, `I only remain a prophet o f
the Lord whereas Baal 's prophets are four hun-
dred and fifty men. Now then let us have tw o
bullocks, and let them choose one of these fo r
themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on
wood, and put no fire under, and I will dress the
other bullock and lay it on wood and put no
fire under. Then all you people can call on the
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name of your gods and i will call on the rune of
the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, le t
him be God.' And all the people answered an d
said, -`It is' well spoken. '

"So the priests of Baal took the bullock that
was meant for them and dressed it, and they
called on the name of Baal from morning until
noon, saying, `O Baal, hear us!' But there was no
voice nor any that answered at all.

"Then it came to pass that at noon Elija h
mocked them, saying, `Cry aloud, for he is a
god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or h e
is on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth ,
and must be awaked .' And still they cried aloud
and cut themselves with knives supposedly to
please their god .

"Then, in the afternoon Elijah said to the peo-
ple, `Come near unto me.' And all the people
came near. And he repaired the altar of the
Lord that had been broken down. And he built
a trench about the altar such as would contai n
two measures of seed. And he put the wood in
order and cut the, bullock in pieces, and said ,
`Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on th e
burnt sacrifice, and on the wood, ' And he said ,
`Do it the second time,' and they did it the second
time. And he said, `Do it the third time .' And
they did it the third time . And the water ran
round about the altar, and he filled the trench
also with water .

"And it came to pass at the time of the offering
of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet
came near, and said, `Lord God of Abraham ,
Isaac and of Israel, let it be known this day tha t
Thou art God in Israel, and that I am Thy servant ,
and that I have done all these things at Thy word .
Hear me, 0 Lord, hear me, that this people ma y
know that thou art the Lord God, and that tho u
hast turned their heart back again . '

"Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the water that was i n
the trench, And when all the people saw it, the y
fell on theitir faces and said, `The Lord, He is
the God; the Lord, He is the God. '

"And Elijah said unto them, `Take the prophet s
of Baal; let not one of them escape . ' And they
took them, and Elijah brought them down to th e
brook Kishon, there. they were put to death .

"And Elijah said to Ahab, ` Go up, eat and drink ;
for there is a sound of abundance of rain.' Then
Elijah went up into the mountain, and he said
to his servant, `Go up now, and look toward the
sea, And he went up, and looked, and said, `There
is nothing.' And he said to him, `Go again seven
times.' And at the seventh time he said, `Behold,

29
there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a
man's hand.' And Elijah said, `Go up and tell
Ahab to prepare his chariot and come down tha t
the' rain may not stop him.' Then soon thereafte r
the heavens became black with clouds, and there
was a great rain. And Ahab rode and went to the
city of Jezreel. And Elijah ran before the chariot
of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel .

"Now Ahab told his wife, Jezebel, all that Eli-
jah had done, and how he had slain all the proph-
ets of Baal with the sword . And when Jezebel
heard these things, she was filled with anger and
sent word to Elijah telling that she would surely
destroy him just as he had destroyed the prophets
of Baal . Now when the prophet was thus threat-
ened, he fled into the wilderness to save his life ,
and he sat down under a juniper tree and mad e
request of the Lord that he might die . Then as
he lay and slept under the tree, an angel cam e
to him and touched him and said, `Arise and eat . '
And he looked and saw a cake that had been
baked for him and also a cruise of water ; and so ,
he arose and partook of the food and then la y
down again. Once more the angel touched him ,
and he arose and ate again, and that food laste d
him for forty days and nights, which surely wa s
a long fast, indeed.

"And now Elijah went to Mount Horeb . Ar-
rived at the mount, he found a cave and took u p
his abode there. And the word of the Lord came
to him, and the Lord said, `what are you doin g
here Elijah?' And the prophet replied, `I hav e
been very jealous for the Lord of hosts : because
the children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant ,
thrown down Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets
with the sword ; and I, even I, am left; and they
seek my life, to take it, away.'

"And the Lord said, `Go forth, and stand on th e
mount.' And he did so,' and the Lord passed by ,
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains,
and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord;
but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the
wind an earthquake ; but the Lord was not in th e
earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire ;
but the Lord was not in the fire : and after th e
fire a still small voice. . And when Elijah heard
it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went
out, and stood at the entrance of the cave .

"Then the Lord told Elijah to anoint a ne w
king over Israel, and another prophet, Elisha, to
take his place. And he told Elijah that he had
seven thousand men in Israel who had not bowed
the knee to Baal. So you see Elijah was not the
only one to obey the voice of the Lord, although
all the while he had thought he was the only on e
in all Israel who had remained loyal to %Him."
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THE LOS ANGEL'S CONVENTIO N

PREPARATIONS are now well underway for
the Third Annual General Convention of Bible
Students in Los Angeles, California . This year ,
as formerly, the convention dates cover the 4th
of July week-end period . July 4th falls on Tues-
day, this time, so the convention will be four
days instead of three, beginning on Saturday ,
and closing on Tuesday. The Los Angeles Ec-
clesia is earnestly seeking the Lord 's blessing
upon their arrangements for this gathering, and
will appreciate it if the friends everywhere re -
member them in their prayers, that the divine
will may indeed be done .

As world conditions become more distressing,
giving abundant evidence that the "day ap-
proaches," it is appropriate that the brethren giv e
added attention to the matter of meeting together ;
both locally, and at these general gatherings . It
is hoped, therefore, that this year will see an
even larger gathering of the consecrated in Los
Angeles than heretofore .

Due to the World 's fair in San Francisco, very
reasonable railroad and bus rates are obtainable
from anywhere in the United States or Canada ,
to California. It is hoped that this will make
possible the attendance of some who otherwis e
would feel that they could not afford the trip .
In this connection we might add that on the week-
end following the Los Angeles gathering, there
will be a convention sponsored by the brethren
in San Francisco; and it is hoped that some who
come from a distance will plan to be at both of
these happy assemblies of the saints .

The Los Angeles brethren have decided that
this year they will make the convention an oc-
casion to give a wide public witness in the city
and surrounding territory. For this purpose th e
Trinity Auditorium has been secured for th e
Sunday afternoon session, and plans are bein g
made to give this meeting as wide publicity as
possible . The Trinity Auditorium has a seating
capacity of nearly two thousand, and has bee n
used extensively by the brethren in former year s
for public witness work. It is hoped that its use
in connection with the convention will be a means
of helping to re-contact former interest, as well

as make possible an additional witness for th e
truth at this time when there are so many sad
hearts that need comforting .

Additional information concerning the Lo s
Angeles Convention will be published in the Jun e
issue of The Dawn. Those desiring to communi-
cate with the Convention Committee may do so
by writing to the Secretary, A . W. Abrahamsen,
8414 - 2nd Avenue, Inglewood, Calif .

OTHER CONVENTIONS

When we start to talk about the forthcomin g
conventions which have been arranged for the
summer season, we fmd that in substance prac-
tically the same things may be said about all o f
of them as recounted above pertaining to the Los
Angeles Convention . The brethren arranging fo r
the various gatherings are doing so with a sin-
cere desire to please the Lord, and to provide a
spiritual feast for His people . They will all ap-
preciate an interest in the prayers of the friends
everywhere that they may have the divine guid-
ance in the arrangements that are made .

In most instances, even in connection with th e
one-day gatherings of a more local character, ef-
forts will be made to give a public witness for
the truth, as was done at nearly all convention s
in Brother Russell 's day. While the brethren are
assembled in Los Angeles, there will be anothe r
holy convocation of the friends meeting in De-
troit, Michigan, also four days in length . As we
indicated, all that has been said about Los Angeles ,
could in principle, also be said about the Detroi t
Convention.

And let us not forget the two general conven-
tions to be held over the last week-end of May .
One of these, a four-day gathering, will be i n
Chicago; the other, a two-day assembly, will b e
in Cincinnati . Details of both of these conven-
tions will be found in the convention announce-
ments of more than a dozen other gatherings.
We suggest that these be noted carefully, an d
that those living within convenient distance o f
any of them, make every possible effort to attend.
In this way we can all be a blessing to others, an d
in return receive rich blessings for ourselves .
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ADVERTISING CARDS
AND WINDOW CARD S

AGAIN we wish to call attention to the fact
that we are glad to furnish advertising matter
for public meetings, Hymn Sheets for use at
public meetings, and in other ways to assist the
brethren in their efforts to spread the truth by
this means . By experience it has been foun d
that small cards serve well for house-to-hous e
distribution. These cards are very similar to the
Kingdom Cards . One side of the card is used fo r
a displayed announcement of the meeting, while
the other side presents a short message of truth ,
largely in question form ; at the close of which,
mention is made of the lecture announced on re -
verse side of the card, and also offering to send
free literature to any who cannot attend the lec-
ture. At present we are able to furnish these
cards to advertise lectures on the following sub-
jects :

"God's Remedy For a World Gone Mad "
"The World Crisis—Its Prophetic Outcome"
"The End of the World"
"Hope of Universal Peace "
"The Coming World Dictator "
"The Jew and the World Crisis"
"Has Christianity Failed?"
"Hope For the Unsaved Dead "
"Coming Back From Hell Soon"

All of these subjects have proved their merit
for attracting the public. New subjects will be
added to the list from time to time ; and we will
be glad to receive suggestions as to appropri-
ate topics. While we will undertake to furnish
advertising matter on other topics, as we ma y
receive requests for same, we can give bette r
service if the brethren ordering advertising mat-
ter will select their topics from the above list ;
as we have the type matter and layouts all pre-
pared for these subjects .

Window cards are, in many places, proving to
be very effective in advertising meetings, espec-
ially when used in connection with the cards for
house-to-house distribution. These we are also
in a position to furnish. Window Cards should
be placed in the store windows from four to fiv e
days to a week ahead of the meeting, and in order-
ing them plenty of time should be allowed . We
will endeavor to fill all orders for advertisin g
matter as promptly as we can, but the earlier the
orders can be placed the better it is for all con-
cerned.

Upon request we will also be glad to offer sug-
gestions concerning newspaper advertising. It
is discouraging to spend money to advertise a
meeting and have few or no strangers attend .
Many times these discouragements could be avoid-

31

ed by the proper methods of advertising. Let
us not conclude that there is no one in our city
or community that has an ear to hear the trut h
when our failure to get them out to a meeting
may have been faulty advertising. As Bible Stu-
dents we know that this is not the time for the
conversion of the world . We do not expect
crowds to accept the truth ; and many times re-
sults of self-sacrificing efforts to make known th e
glad tidings may seem very meagre indeed. All
of this we expect ; yet this should not deter us
from using as much wisdom as possible while
pursuing our vocation as "fishers of men."

And while discussing the subject of publi c
meetings, we wish to say that experience is prov-
ing that week-nights are as practical for this work
as are Sundays . If a pilgrim visits you on a week
night, it affords a good opportunity for a publi c
meeting. And don't hold back from making
the effort simply because you may not be able t o
hire the best auditorium in the city. A small
hall will do, or even a private home . The peo-
ple 's minds are changing, and if you have not at-
tempted a public meeting in recent years, yo u
may be greatly encouraged at the results of a n
effort along this line today . Let us help you giv e
a witness.

REVELATION OF THE MESSIA H

We have recently received a very interesting
communication from Brother Herbert Poole, o f
Powell River, B. C., in which he tells of interest-
ing correspondence he is enjoying with prominen t
Jews in the Zionist Organization . One of the
letters he has received is from an official of th e
Zionist Organization in Vancouver , B . C., and
we quote the following extract from it. Referr-
ing to Herr Hitler's speech of January 30th last,
this Jew writes :

"Nowhere does he mention that the Jews have
brought the Word of God to humanity since the
days of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob . Again I
thank you for your friendship and sentiments,
and I know that you and yours will share in our
blessings in the days that are to come ; for who
knows but that the crisis of today is an indicatio n
that the revelation of our Messiah is near at han d
to bring order out of chaos."

HYMNS OF DAW N
A reproduction of the original "Hymns of Millen-

nial Dawn," which can be supplied in any quantity .
Prices are as follows: Single copies, 85 cents, post-
paid; 15 or more copies to one address, 75 cents
each; 100 or more copies to one address, 64 cent s
each. Quantity prices are F . O. B. Brooklyn.
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
IT IS desired to make the listing of speakers ' ap-

pointments a greater service to the friends generally ,
and for this reason we are undertaking to list the ad-
dresses where the lectures are to be given, as well as
the hour of the meetings. It is not possible, of course ,
to furbish this information in every instance . We will
be glad however, if the classes being served by visit-
ing speakers will, if they so desire, forward the nec-
essary information to us so that in future issues we
can give a fuller listing of the time and place of
meeting .

* * *
BROTHER H . E. ANDERSO N

New Haven, Conn., 19 Elm St., 3 P. M	 May 7

BROTHER S. J. ARNOLD
Cincinnati, Ohio (Convention*)	 May 27, 2 8

BROTHER FRED BRIGHT
Allentown, Pa ., 38 S . Fifth St., 3 P . M	 May 7
Paterson, N . J ., Y. M. C. A., 128 Ward St., 3 P . M . .14
New London, Conn., Y. M. C. A	 2 1
Allentown, Pa., 38 S. Fifth St., 3 P . M	 28

BROTHER H . E. DIETRICH
Cincinnati, Ohio (Convention*)	 May 27, 28

BROTHER DAVID DINWOODI E
Paterson, N. J ., Y. M. C. A., 128 Ward 3 P . M. May 7

BROTHER EDWARD FAY
New London, Conn ., Y. M. C. A., 3 P. M . . . .May 7
Philadelphia, Pa., 18 & Arch Sts., 3 P . M	 14
Norristown, Pa ., Wildman's Hall, 8 P . M	 14
Paterson, N . J ., Y. M. C . A. 128 Ward, 3 P . M	 21
Woodbury, N. J	 27

BROTHER A. C. FREY
Philadelphia, Pa ., 18 & Arch Sts ., 3 P . M	 May 28

BROTHER CLARENCE GEORGE
Duquesne, Pa	 May 7

BROTHER W . J. HOLLISTER
New Haven, Conn ., 19 Elm St., ' 3 P . M	 May 21

BROTHER A. P . JOHNSON
Cincinnati, Ohio (Convention*) 	 May 27, 28

BROTHER GEORGE S. KENDALL
Cincinnati, Ohio (Convention*) 	 May 27, 28

BROTHER F . B. LORENZ
Kaneohe, Hawaii	 May 7
Wahiawa, Hawaii	 14
Waipahu, Hawaii 	 21

BROTHER OSCAR MAGNUSO N
Reading, Pa., Stauffer's Hall, 3 P . M	 May 6, 7
Pittsburgh, Pa . (Convention*)	 14
Woodbury, N. J	 2 0
Ithaca, N. Y	 2 8

BROTHER GEORGE R. MAYNARD
Hawthorne, Calif . 13110 Doty St ., 7 :45 P . M. _May 2 1

BROTHER F . H: MUNDELL
Brooklyn, N . Y., 109 Remsen St ., 3 P. M	 May 14
Paterson, N . J ., Y. M. C . A., 128 Ward, 3 P. M . . . .28

BROTHER M. C. MITCHELL
Brooklyn, N . Y., 109 Remsen St ., 3 P . M._May 7
Hartford, Conn	 2 1
New Haven, Conn ., 19 Elm St., 3 P. M	 2 8

BROTHER J . M. PATTERSON
Cincinnati, Ohio	 May 1 6
Dayton, Ohio	 1 7
Wilmington, Del	 1 9
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen St., 3 P. M	 2 1
Cleveland, Ohio	 31
Detroit, Mich	 June 2
Chicago, m.. .	 4
St. Joseph, Mo	 7
Topeka, Kansas	 8

BROTHER EDWIN PROCTER
Utica, N . Y	 3
Syracuse, N. Y	 4
Rochester, N . Y	 5
Buffalo, N. Y	 7
Niagara Falls, N. Y	 8
Tonawanda, N. Y	 9
Elmira, N . Y	 10
Ithaca, N. Y	 11
Binghamton, N . Y	 12
Scranton, Pa	 13, 14
Wilkes-Barre, Pa	 15
Lehighton, Pa	 16
Mahanoy City, Pa	 17
Harrisburg, Pa	 1 8
Rheems, Pa	 1 9
Lebanon, Pa	 2 0
Lancaster, Pa ., Y. M. C. A., 3 P . M	 2 1
Reading, Pa ., 7 :30 P . M	 2 1
Pottstown, Pa	 2 2
Norristown, Pa	 2 3
Philadelphia, Pa	 2 4
Chester, Pa	 2 5
Newark, Del	 2 6
Wilmington, Del., 404 W. 31 St., 8 P. M	 2 7
Baltimore, Md ., 4 W. Eager St ., 3 P. M	 28
Washington, D. C	 2 9
Connelsville, Pa	 3 0
Pittsburgh, Pa ., 610 Arch St ., 8 P . M	 31.
Duquesne, Pa	 June 1
Cleveland, Ohio	 2
Jackson, Mich. (Convention*)	 3, 4

BROTHER E. WALTERS
Lebanon, Pa. (Convention*)	 May 7

BROTHER H. V. WARREN
Mentone, Calif., 1352 Olivine St ., 2 :30 P . M._May 14
Santa Ana, Calif., 417 S . Bristol, 10 :30 A. M	 2 1

BROTHER G . M. WILSON
Pittsburgh, Pa., 610 Arch St., 7 :45 P . M	 May 7
Cincinnati, Ohio (Convention*) 	 27, 28

BROTHER W. N. WOODWORTH
Saginaw, Mich., Masonic Temple, 7 :30 P . M. _May 1
Bay City, Mich ., Trinity Parish House, 7 : 30 P. M. . . 2
Flint, Mich ., Dresdon Hotel Auditorium, 7 :30 P . M . . 3

Third and Saginaw Sts.
Port Huron, Mich ., I . O. O. F. Hall, 7 :30 P . M	 4

716 Lapeer Ave .
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Toledo, O., Y. W. C. A., Jefferson Av., & 11, 8 P. M . . 5
Lebanon, Pa. (Convention*)	 7
Baldwin, L . I., Girls' Scout House, 8 :15 P . M	 8
Paterson, N. J., Y. M. C. A., 128 Ward St., 8 P. M . . . 9
Pittsburgh, Pa . (Convention*)	 1 4
Baldwin, L. I ., 31 Julia Ave ., 8 :15 P . M	 1 5
Paterson, N . J., Y. M. C. A., 128 Ward St., 8 P. M . .16
Allentown, Pa . (Convention*)	 2 1
Baldwin, L . I ., 31 Julia Ave ., 8 :15 P . M	 2 2
Paterson, N. J ., Y . M. C. A., 128 Ward St ., 8 P . M. . .23
Cincinnati, Ohio (Convention*) 	 27, 28
Chicago, Ill . (Convention*)

	

29, 30

BROTHER C. W. ZAHNO W
Newark, Ohio (Convention*) 	 May 1, 2
Zanesville, Ohio	 3, 4
Crooksville, Ohio	 5, 6, 7
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Glouster, O ., High School Auditorium, 7 P . M	 8
Buchtel, O., High School Auditorium, 7 :30 P. M . . . . 9
Nelsonville, O., Nelsonville High School, 7 :30 P . M . . .1 1
Portsmouth, Ohio	 1 2
Dayton, Ohio	 14, 15
Piqua, O	 16, 17
Richmond, Ind	 18, 19
Muncie, Ind	 20

Indianapolis, Ind	 21

Lebanon, Ind	 2 2
Cyclone, Ind	 2 3

Kokomo, Ind	 2 4
Peru, Ind	 2 5

Chicago, Ill . (Convention*)	 27-30

*(See Announcements on inside front cover page )

TRUTH LITERATURE APPROPRIATE TO THE TIME S

In the busy world of today few are willing, until
their interest is aroused, to undertake the reading of
lengthy discussions of the truth. It is for this reason
that the series of vest-pocket booklets introduce Th e
Divine Plan of the Ages as the text book from whic h
to learn the details of God's loving purpose . The ef-
fectiveness of this method of introducing the Firs t
Volume is evidenced by the increasing number of re -
quests that are being received for it.

If you have not yet used the vest-pocket booklets
in your witness work, we suggest that you get a sup-
ply and give this inexpensive method a trial . We be-
lieve you will be encouraged by the results. The
following booklets are now available :

"God and Reason"—A brief, uniquely stated out-
line of God's plan, together with a discussion o f
prophecies pertaining to the last days . 128 pages ,
5 cents each in any quantity.

"Hope Beyond the Grave"—deals with the sub-
jects of hell, heaven, paradise, the soul, spiritualism ,
immortality, etc . A Lutheran minister confessed that
this booklet convinced him that his theological train-
ing of a lifetime was wrong. 128 pages, 5 cents each
in any quantity .

"The Day of Jehovah"—A reprint of the 15th
chapter of The Divine Plan of the Ages . 64 pages,
5 cents each in. any quantity .

"The Truth About Hell"—A slightly condense d
edition of Brother Russell's booklet on the hell ques-
tion, 64 pages, 5 cents each in any quantity .

"The Coming World Dictator"—An outline of the
Kingdom hope as the remedy for present world dis-
tress. 32 pages, 2 cents . each in any quantity. May
be had with local address imprint when ordered in
lots of 100 or more .

EVOLUTIONISTS AT THE CROSSROADS

This is an outstanding work on the subject of evo-
lution, showing how utterly it is out of harmony
with both science and the Bible . 20 cents each. In
lots of 10 or more, 10 cents each.

KINGDOM CARDS

The Lord is continuing to richly bless the distri-
bution of Kingdom Cards. We have recently added
one to the list, entitled, "Has Christianity Failed? "
Early reports indicate that this card, like others ,
will bring a good response . If you are not acquainted
with this method of witness work, send for samples
of the cards . If you are already using the Kingdom
Cards, look over your stock, and order additiona l
supplies to meet your needs. We suggest a trial of
the new card, "Has Christianity Failed?" All King-
dom Cards are supplied free, and in any quantity
desired .

DIVINE PLAN CHARTS

We are pleased to announce that Divine Plan
charts are now available for all who may desire them .
These charts are exact duplicates of the small chart
appearing in the "The Divine Plan of the Ages . "
The lines and lettering are heavily drawn makin g
them easy to read at a distance . The charts are
42 inches in length, which is a very suitable size
for home or small auditorium. They are blueprinted
on heavy, durable cloth—a kind of canvass texture —
and can be either folded or rolled . The price i s
$2 .75 each, postpaid to any address. No reduction
for quantities .
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That the Church is "the Temple of the Living God"
—peculiarly "His workmanship "; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—
ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this Temple, through which ,
when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all peo-
ple," and they find access to Him.—1 Cor . 3 :16, 17 ;
Eph. 2 :20-22; Gen. 28 :14; Gal. 3 :29 .

That , meantime the chiseling:, shaping and polishing,
of consecrated believers in Christ ' s atonement for sin,
progresses ; and when the last of these "living stones, "
"elect and precious, " shall have been made ready, th e
great Master Workman will bring all to gether in the
First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with
His glory, and be the meeting place between God and
men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 15 :5-8 .

That the basis of Hope for the Church and the
World, lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every man," "a ransom fo r
all, " and will be "the true light which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world," "in due time ." —
Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; 1 Tim . 2 :5, 6.

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be like
her Lord, "see Him as He is," be a "partaker of the
divine nature, " and share His glory as His joint-heir .
-1 John 3 :2; John 17 :24; Rom. 8 :17; 2 Pet . 1 :4.

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service ; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God's witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
of the next age .—Eph. 4 :12; Matt . 24 :14; Rev. 1 :6 ;
20 :6 .

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all b y
Christ's Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of al l
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His glorifie d
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be de-
stroyed.—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35.
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