
Lesson 37

Crossing the Jordan

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not
sweep over you.—Isa iah 43:2

Moses, the faith ful leader of the Isra el ites, died on Mt. Nebo.
.Joshua, his friend and fol lower, became the new leader.

The peo ple had wan dered in the wil der ness forty years because
of their unfaith ful ness to God. Finally God led them to the Jor dan 
River, beyond which was Canaan, the prom ised land.

Four hun dred and sev enty years had gone by from the time
God had prom ised to give Canaan to Abra ham before his descen -
dants actu ally crossed Jor dan and began to inherit the land.

The Canaanites no doubt felt secure from attack because the
Jor dan was a swift river and at that time of year it was over flow ing 
its banks and much wider than usual.

We do not know exactly how God held back the waters of the
Jor dan but this might be what hap pened: about twenty miles
above the camp of the Hebrews, at a place called Adam, a great
amount of earth swept down from a hill side into the river. No
 longer could the water flow along as it had done before—it could
not get through that huge pile of dirt. Soon the river on the other
side of this land slide began to dry up. Now the peo ple could walk
across the place where the Jor dan had so recently been flow ing.

The priests, car ry ing the Ark, led the peo ple. When they
reached the cen ter of the river bed, they stood until all the hosts of 
Israel had passed over.

Twelve large stones (one for each tribe) were taken from the
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bed of the Jor dan and piled on the shore. Sim i larly, twelve stones
from the shore were placed in the river bed where the priests
stood. The two piles of stones were a memo rial of the mir a cle that
had taken place (Joshua 3:17; 4:1-10).

The land of Canaan was a pic ture of the new earth con di tion in
the Mil len nial age. The Jor dan rep re sents the sen tence of death
against man kind. Peo ple will learn God’s righ teous laws in the
king dom. Some, how ever, will want to go back to the old ways
that brought so much suf fer ing. If they con tinue to oppose the
laws of the king dom, they will be cut off in sec ond death from
which there is no res ur rec tion.

The peo ple walked across the Jor dan River
because God held back its waters.
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