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IN BOOK FORM FOR 195 1

SINCE we began in 1948 to publish the daily texts an c
comments in The Dawn known as "Songs in the Night," w e
have received many requests that they be compiled in con-

venient book form . We have decided to do this for 195 '
rather than to continue using them in the monthly issue s

of The Dawn . As the title implies, these texts and com-
ments are intended as evening meditations, therefor e
should not be construed as a substitute for the "Daily Heav-
enly Manna" book which has graced the breakfast tabl e

of the Lord's people for so many years .

Unlike the "Manna," the "Songs in the Night" boo k
will not contain blank pages for birthday records . It i s
durably bound in blue cloth, and priced sufficiently low
to bring it within reach of all . The books are now read y

Order your copy now so you will be sure to have it o n
hand to begin using January 1 .

The price is 50 cents each . There will be no quantity

discounts, but classes ordering in quantity will receive th e
usual class discount .
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A Small Price Increas e

Due to rising costs of producing a
book it is necessary to make a slight
increase in the price of the paper
bound "Divine Plan of the Ages." In-
stead of being 25 cents each, and ten
copies or more for 18 cents each, the
new price will be 30 cents each ; in lots
of ten or more, 23 cents each . Pleas e
note this change when ordering. Class
discounts will apply as before . Price
of other books and booklets, including
the cloth bound "Studies in the Scrip-
tures," will remain the same.
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Good Will Toward Men .
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good

will toward men . "-LUKE 2 : 14

I IHE glory song the angels sang on the night Jesus was bor n
more than nineteen centuries ago is by far the most uni-

versally known and best loved anthem ever to thrill the souls o f
men. No words of philosophers, poets, sages, or even of Holy Writ ,
have been so widely and frequently quoted as those which comprise
that wonderful chorus of praise following the announcement that i n
Bethlehem that night the Messiah, the Christ, had been . born, and
that he would be the Savior of the world . This was indeed good
tidings of great joy, which, as the angel declared, would ultimatel y
be heard and appreciated by all people. How appropriate that a
host of angels, in response to this proclamation, should sing, "Glor y
to God in the highest" !

How appropriate that God be glorified when it is recognize d
that because of his gift to men—even the gift of his beloved Son—
there was to be peace on earth. How could the Creator more ef-
fectively demonstrate the fact of his good will toward men tha n
through the gift of his beloved Son, who would die for the sins o f
the people, and later reign as King, and this in order to re-establis h
the divine will in the hearts and lives of a race that had trans-
gressed the divine law and consequently was dying because of it s
sin.

Four thousand years prior to the birth of Jesus, divine justic e
had condemned sinful man to death, but now love was providin g
a way of escape from that condemnation—a Savior was born, and
for this gift of divine love men as well as angels will yet give glor y
to God, for who shall not reverence and glorify him when his
righteous acts are made manifest !

But it has been a long while since Jesus was born, and there
has been very little of the time since when the world has not been
plagued by wars . This year the customary commemoration of th e
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birth of "The Prince of Peace" will take place amidst more ominous
threats of further war than humanity has ever before known . As
though it were not enough that the nations should be dragge d
through two global wars in a generation, situations multiply almos t
daily for which the wisdom of this world is unable to find a peace-
ful solution . It is like a man walking in quicksand, whose every
attempt to extricate himself leaves him more deeply and more hope -
lessly embedded .

And it is not merely a matter of worldly governments being at
odds with one another. The great and powerfully organized
churches of the world, the organizations which have professedly
been carrying the banner of The Prince of Peace, are themselves
under fire, being attacked by the equally well organized forces o f
atheism operating in the name of communism and other forms o f
totalitarian dictatorship .

All over Europe, for example, in countries where the churc h
has for centuries reigned supreme, her lands are continuously be-
ing confiscated, her clergy imprisoned and often murdered, he r
monasteries destroyed, and her privileges of teaching removed.
Whether we look to the Protestant Churches or the Catholi c
Church, we find them impotent in their desires and efforts to estab-
lish peace among the nations, and there is grave concern in churc h
circles generally as to whether or not organized Christianity will
even continue to exist, especially should there be another globa l
war .

But this does not mean that Christ was born in vain! Nor doe s
it imply that the glory song of the angels is but sounding brass an d
tinkling cymbals. True, millions have lost faith in the Christmas
message of peace and good will. They still try to enjoy the "spirit
of Christmas," but inwardly feel that the birth of Jesus has long
since ceased to have meaning for a world that is threatened wit h
total destruction by atom bombs. They cannot be sure but what
some Christmas Eve, when the church bells of the world are play-
ing "Holy Night," a blitz atom war may start, and within a few
days all civilization be destroyed .

That this fear is actually plaguing the people of the world toda y
has been emphasized in New York City, when suddenly there ap-
peared signs a few blocks apart, directing people on the streets t o
the nearest air raid shelters . Similar preparations for the preserva-
tion of the people are being made in many other large cities of th e
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United States, even as such precautions were taken in Great Britain
and Continental Europe a few months before the outbreak of the
last global war . This was done then, even as now, because those in
responsible positions of government know what is developing be -
hind the scenes .

In view of these plaguing fears of what the future may hold for
a world already terribly shaken by war, is it strange that millions
are beginning to wonder what genuine meaning Christmas has fo r
thinking people? And yet, to those who think along proper line s
by basing their thoughts on the promises and prophecies of th e
Bible, there is no reason at all to doubt that peace will yet b e' estab-
lished by The Prince of Peace, and that Jesus, the world 's Savior
and rightful King, shall yet be revealed in the eyes of all the na-
tions, and that "all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
our God . "—Isaiah 52 : 1 0

One reason so many fail to see the full significance of the birth
of Jesus is that they have thought that the divine plan which cen-
tered in him depended upon the frail and imperfect efforts of man .
They have imagined that the many promises of the Bible assurin g
us that Jesus is one day to be King over the whole earth can b e
fulfilled only as the followers of Christ are able to induce the world
to become Christian and to conduct their affairs in keeping wit h
the principles of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount . Since the churches
in every part of the age have miserably failed to achieve this result ,
and since the entire human race is threatened with destruction be -
cause of this failure, those who have held to this wrong viewpoin t
of the divine plan must of necessity lose faith in the Christmas mes-
sage of salvation and peace .

The Scriptures tell us that known unto God are all his work s
from the foundation of the world, and God knew that today, nearly
two thousand years after the birth of Jesus, conditions among the
nations would be just exactly as we now find them . (Acts 15: 18 )
He knew, and through Jesus, foretold that at this time there woul d
be very little faith in the earth. (Luke 18: 8) He knew, and again
through Jesus, foretold that this would be a time of fear and dis-
tress among the nations—a time of trouble so distressing an d
destructive that unless "those days should be shortened, ther e
should no flesh be saved . "—Matt . 24:22; Luke 21:25, 26

But some may ask why an all-powerful God has permitted thi s
sort of thing to develop, why he has not shown the nations a bette r
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way, and caused them to walk in it. The answer to this question
is that God's plan embraces the entire human race, the living an d
the dead. He created the earth, not in vain, but to be inhabited —
fully inhabited—so the glorious consummation of his plan, tha t
climax of everlasting peace and happiness and life, could not tak e
place, until the human race had become large enough to fill th e
earth; for he designed that all should have an experience with evil ,
and by that experience have an opportunity to learn the terribl e
results of disobedience to his law .—Isa . 45 :18; Rom. 7:13

But why, then, was Jesus, The Prince of Peace, born far in
advance of the time designed by God for him to rule over the na-
tions? The Scriptures reveal that there was another feature of th e
divine plan to be carried out. It was God 's plan that Jesus should
have representatives of the human race share the glory of his king-
dom, that these were to be selected upon the basis of their willing-
ness to follow in his footsteps of sacrifice, thus suffering and dyin g
with him. Jesus therefore came and died as man's Redeemer suf-
ficiently in advance of the time for him to reign, to make possible
the preparation of this "little flock" to whom it is the Father's good
pleasure to give the kingdom.—Luke 12 :32

It is this class that the Bible refers to as the church . The word
church is a translation of the Greek word ecclesia, which means a
called out class . So Jesus said to his disciples, "I have chosen yo u
out of the world ." (John 15:19) The Gospel has been preache d
throughout the world during these nineteen centuries for the pur-
pose of calling others out of the world—as many as God desire s
shall be called. This, the divinely authorized work of the present
age has gone grandly and successfully on, although unobserved b y
the world and, to a large extent, by worldly churches .

Meanwhile, the Lord has not interfered with the downwar d
course of the world . He has allowed the selfishness of the human
race to drag it down into ever lower depths of sin and degradation .
Even when his professed people, misguided by their lack of under-
standing, and motivated by their unscriptural ambitions, have estab-
lished church-state systems in his name, he has not interfered .
And when these have fallen, and when all the misguided efforts o f
those who have tried to establish peace for The Prince of Peace
have left the nations in an all-out armament race the end of whic h
no human mind can conceive, God still has not intervened . His
plans for peace have been separate from all human efforts, and he
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wants the whole world, including worldly churches, to learn tha t
apart from him they can accomplish nothing permanently beneficial
or completely satisfactory. He wants them to learn that in order
to achieve success they must work with him, and in keeping wit h
his plans, rather than expect him to bless their plans and effort s
to establish his kingdom .

There are many prophetic evidences now that the divine pla n
for this age is about complete, that soon all the members of the tru e
church of Christ shall have been gathered from the world and mad e
ready—by proving faithful even unto death—to live and reign wit h
Christ in his kingdom. This means that the glory song of the angels
will soon take on a deeper, a more profound, a more far-reachin g
meaning than has ever previously been attached to it .

"Glory to God in the highest"—how appropriate! Why did th e
professed followers of the Master ever imagine that peace could b e
established in a way that would bring glory to the great and th e
wise of this world? There has never been a great achievement in
the world but what the glory has gone to man . We have our George
Washingtons, our Lincolns, and in other parts of the world the y
have their great heroes . Had the angelic prophecy of peace bee n
fulfilled through human channels, human leaders living at the tim e
would have been given the glory. But it is not to be that way.
The prophetic song of the angels ascribed glory to God, because i t
will be through his provision and in keeping with his loving pla n
to bless the nations with happiness and life that peace will come to
the world .

"The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this," wrote the
Prophet Isaiah. (Isa. 9: 7) Man, in many instances, has been very
zealous in trying to establish peace, but has failed . Only the zeal
of the Lord of hosts, manifesting itself by means and through agen-
cies of his choosing, will translate the _glory song of the angels int o
reality. 'Thus will God demonstrate his "good will toward men . "

Human misunderstanding and failure is indicated by th e
modern way of translating this wonderful glory song of the angels .
It has been wrested to read "peace on earth among men of good will . "
But this is not the thought at all . This mistranslation again empha-
sizes the erroneous viewpoint that whatever of peace is brought t o
the nations will be done by human efforts, with God not doing muc h
more about it than smiling his approval .

No, it is not, fundamentally, the good will of man toward man
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tween God and men .
Every provision of God through Christ for the establishment

of the divine kingdom is a further evidence of his good will . Part
of the kingdom arrangements, as outlined by the Prophet Micah
(4:1-4) , is a program of education by which the nations will be in-
structed in the advantages of peace . This is a further divine ar-
rangement manifesting God's good will toward the people .

Thus it will be through God's good will that peace will come t o
the world . . First, and of greatest importance, through Christ th e
world will find peace with God . Then it will naturally follow that
they will be at peace with one another . And when this divine pur-
pose is accomplished—and accomplished it will be soon—all the
glory will go to the Lord to whom it will be due, and the nation s
will praise him forever .

Crisis in Israe l

1 r
HE new State of Israel has been in the news again. In Octo-

ber the Israeli government experienced its first cabinet crisis .
The basic problem which brought this crisis was the worsenin g
economic position of the country . The population of Israel ha s
nearly doubled since the government was formed in 1948, and dur -
ing the last year the amount of money for aid which previously ha d
poured into Palestine from the United States has rapidly dwindled .
In order to meet the crisis, Mr . Ben Gurion, Israel 's Premier ,
sought to impose a more rigid austerity program upon the people ,
opposition to which was so strong that it resulted in a cabinet crisis .

In the 1948 general elections none of the several political
parties represented on the Israeli ballot won a majority of the 12 0
seats in Parliament. Mr. Ben Gurion's party won the largest num-
ber—that is, 46. He invited the Orthodox Party to join with him
in forming a coalition government . The Orthodox Party's chief
concern in matters of government seems to be along religious lines ,
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and at every opportune time has urged the enactment of laws to
govern the religious life of the new state . In this recent crisis the
Orthodox Party again brought pressure to have its viewpoint recog-
nized, but Ben Gurion was not willing to grant the concessions
demanded, and, not having a majority in the Parliament withou t
the orthodox group, he resigned.

Reports out of Palestine indicate that "The orthodox group
wants something resembling a theocratic government . " In brief ,
a theocratic government is one in which God is recognized as th e
Supreme Ruler, and in which those who enact laws do so merel y
as his representatives. Were this actually true of any government ,
it would mean that the laws of the state would be the laws of God ,
and that any punishments resulting from disobedience to those
laws, while inflicted by the state, would in reality be the judg-
ments of God .

Ben Gurion is wise in resisting the establishment of such a
viewpoint, even to the smallest degree, within the new state o f
Israel . While different language has been used in discussing th e
issue, it is just this, nevertheless, that the American people hav e
always sought to guard against by maintaining separation of churc h
and state . By profession, the church-state governments of Europ e
were theocratic in nature, and the American people are well awar e
of the many evils and injustices which were practiced by these gov-_ _
ernments in the name of God .

However, it is quite understandable why the orthodox group
in the Israeli government are working toward the establishment of
a theocratic government in Palestine. All genuinely orthodox Jews
believe in Moses and in the prophets of ancient Israel . They be-
lieve that when Israel formerly existed as a nation it was ruled b y
God, through its kings, such as David, Solomon, and others . They
believe that Israel's kings were appointed by God, and that dis-
obedience to their laws was in reality disobedience to God .

Furthermore, orthodox Jews believe that the restoration of
Israel in Palestine, their Promised Land, is being accomplished i n
fulfilment of the promises of God, so their concern is to see the new
state set up and function as they believe God designed that it
should . Their viewpoint is that if God continues to bless the reborn
state of Israel it will only be because his laws are recognized an d
enforced. Thus in the new government of Israel there are these
two opposing viewpoints ; one the modern, democratic view which
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demands that religion not be permitted to enter into the affairs of
state; and the other, the ancient biblical concept in which God an d
his laws are given paramount consideration as the foundations of
government. While granting that both sides are sincere, it is ob-
vious that these opposing ideologies cannot work together har-
moniously.

Pseudo Theocracy—Its Evils
The ancient theocratic government of Israel is the only suc h

government that God has ever in any degree recognized as repre-
senting him. It came to an end in 606 B. C., and since then al l
human claims of theocracy have been false. Not only have they
been false, but they have led to many evils . When a king claims
to rule as the representative of God, as he views it no one has a
right to disagree with him, or disobey him. Such alleged powe r
and authority in the hands of imperfect and selfish men have in
the past led to all sorts of political corruption and injustices. The
pages of history are smeared with blood which was spilled as a
result of the tyranny imposed upon people and nations by thos e
who claimed to rule by the authority of God .

Mr. Ben Gurion knows this,. and he is reasonably certain that
religious influence in the government of Israeli would ultimatel y
lead to various sorts of oppression, that the liberties of the peopl e
would gradually be taken away. He is right! Fallen human natur e
is such that seemingly it cannot resist the urge to exercise power ,
whether justly or unjustly, when it is believed that God authorize s
and blesses what is done .

The question naturally arises as to why God permitted the
ancient theocratic government of Israel to function for a time if
such a government cannot rule justly and properly through the
medium of imperfect men . This question is answered in the New
Testament, where we have the explanation that many of the experi-
ences of ancient Israel were intended by God to be illustrative, or
typical, of what the Apostle Paul describes as "good things to
come." Israel's kingdom, therefore, was a typical kingdom—typical ,
that is, of the kingdom of Christ, that kingdom in which Jesus will
be the King, a world-wide Ruler, not by the permission or authorit y
of men, nor in the wisdom of men, but by the authority of Go d
and in the wisdom and power of God .

That will be the first wholly theocratic government ever t o
exist on the earth . In that government the laws of God will be th e
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supreme and only rule of life to be tolerated . Those who will not
obey, the Apostle Peter tells us, will be destroyed from among th e
people. (Acts 3:23) It is described by the Prophet David as a
rulership enforced by a "rod of iron ." (Ps. 2: 9) In the same
prophetic description of this new rulership of earth, the presen t
kings and rulers are bidden to make friends with earth's new King
and obey him, lest they perish.

But in that theocratic government of Christ there will be no
injustice, for, as the Prophet Isaiah assures us, Christ will not judge
and rule according to the sight of the eye, or the hearing of the ear ,
for he will be able to read the hearts of the people . (Isa. 11 :3, 4 )
Besides, we are told that the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him ,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding. No mistakes will be made
by him, so no injustices will be practiced . Those who are punishe d
under Christ's rulership will deserve punishment, and those who are
rewarded will be worthy of the rewards received.

No such government as this could ever be set up by the vote o f
the returned Israelites in Palestine, nor brought about by th e
orthodox members of Israel 's Parliament insisting that laws b e
enacted to control the religious life of the Holy Land . While un-
doubtedly the present Jewish state is a necessary expedient in con-
nection with God 's purpose to restore the Jews to their homeland i n
order that they might be there and be the first to whom the bless-
ings of Christ's kingdom will be offered, it is not the kingdom of the
Lord, nor will attempts to make it a religious government transfor m
it into God's kingdom.

The real theocratic government of Israel and the world is soo n
to manifest itself in Palestine, but it will not be set up by the vote
of the people, nor by any sort of political maneuvering whereby a
minority group may be able to fasten itself upon the people a s
rulers . The kingdom of the Lord is of divine origin, and will b e
set up and function by the authority and power of God. Miracle-
working power will be used, the Scriptures assure us, in order t o
establish this rulership over the earth, and thus to answer the
Christian's prayer, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth ,
as it is in heaven. "-Matt . 6:10

Miracle-working power has already been used toward this end .
Nearly two thousand years ago, when the religious leaders of Is-
rael plotted the death of Jesus, and he was crucified, divine power
raised him from the dead . They rejected him then as their king ,

10



HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

but they did not foil the purpose of God that he should ultimately
be the King of all nations, including Israel. Jesus died to redeem
the people from sin and death, but by divine power he was raise d
from the dead and now lives to be the King and Judge over thos e
for whom he died .

During the nineteen centuries since Jesus' death and resurrec-
tion, many of his professed followers have lost sight of the real pur-
pose of his coming to earth, and have ignored the many promises of
God assuring us of his return to establish the messianic kingdom .
They have also lost sight of the purpose of God in connection with
this long waiting period, during which representatives of the huma n
race have been divinely selected and prepared to reign with Christ
during the thousand years of his kingdom . These constitute th e
true church of Christ, and the promise is that they shall live an d
reign with him, sharing the work of administering the laws of hi s
kingdom .

But in order for these to live and reign with Christ it is neces-
sary that they, like Jesus, be raised from the dead. Thus again ,
miracle-working power is used in the setting up of the kingdom of
Christ . It was at the beginning of the present age that Jesus wa s
raised from the dead, and it is at the end of the age, and in the early
dawn of the messianic age, that the church is raised from the dead
to reign with him . No government on earth has ever been estab-
lished under such outstanding circumstances .

. But still another miracle is to be performed in order that th e
government of Christ may function properly, to the glory of Go d
and for the blessing of the people . This will be the resurrection o f
the ancient servants of God, the prophets of Israel and other faithful
ones of past ages, in order that they may serve as the human repre-
sentatives of the divine Christ. The Psalmist David declares that
these are to be made "princes in all the earth ." (Ps. 45: 16) They
were pre-trained for the position which they will occupy in that
kingdom, and will be fully capable of handling all the difficult
problems of government with which they may be confronted. The
authority which they will exercise among men will be divinel y
granted and lovingly used in that theocratic government whic h
will be the channel of blessing for all the families of the earth.
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THE STEWARDSHIP OF LIF E

Lesson for Sunday, December 3

ROMANS 12 :1, 2, 6- 8

O NE who comes to a realization
of the fact that by nature he is a
sinner, alienated from God, and
under condemnation to death, bu t
that a way has been provided for
him to return to God and live ,
knows that he should devote his
redeemed life to the Lord . The
Apostle Paul expresses the thought
clearly, saying, "For the love o f
Christ constraineth us ; because w e
thus judge, that if one died for all,
then were all dead : and that he
died for all, that they which liv e
should not henceforth live unt o
themselves, but unto him whic h
died for them, and rose again . "
(II Cor. 5:14, 15) In the opening
verse of our lesson is an exhorta-
tion to live "unto him." Paul
writes, "I beseech you therefore ,
brethren, by the mercies of God ,
that ye present your bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable
service . "

It is only through the merit of
the blood that we are able to pre -
sent our bodies a "living" sacrifice ,
for otherwise our bodies would b e
dead ; that is, under condemnatio n
to death because of adamic sin ,
hence could not be "holy" and
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"acceptable" to the Lord as a sac -
rifice. However, we have the
blessed assurance, not only that we
have been bought with the preciou s
blood of Christ and therefore be-
long to the Lord, but also that in
devoting our lives as "bond slaves"
to our new owner, our sacrifice wil l
be reckoned perfect and counted as
a part of the "better sacrifices" of
this present Gospel age.—Heb . 9 :2 3

In devoting our lives to the Lord,
however, it is essential that we
"prove what is that good; and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of God,"
and conform ourselves thereto.
Sacrifice, in order to be acceptabl e
to God, must be in keeping with
the divine will. It would be quite
possible to sacrifice all that we
have and are, yet not be acceptable
to the Lord . For example, Paul
wrote that we might give all ou r
goods to feed the poor, yet if we
have not love it would profit us
nothing.

A faithful stewardship of ou r
lives, therefore, involves giving
proper attention to the directions
given us in God's Word as to the
manner in which acceptable sac-
rifice may be offered. We are not
to be conformed to this world .
The selfish pleasures of ,the world ,
and its grasping after wealth and
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fame and power, should hold no
attraction for those who are devot-
ing their lives to God. Instead, we
are to be' transformed by the re-
newing of our minds. Old ambi-
tions and habits of thought are to
be replaced by the things of God —
his plan, his work, the fellowshi p
and service of his people, etc .

In principle, the will of God is
the same for all his consecrated
people, although it may vary i n
detail . This is particularly true
with respect to the manner i n
which we serve the Lord . The
apostle mentions it as our having
"gifts differing according to th e
grace that is given to us. " These
"gifts" are not necessarily the mi-
raculous ones bestowed upon som e
in the Early Church, but rather,
what might be referred to as nat-
ural talents .

Even so, they are ours by the
grace of God . Some have the gift
of "prophecy." This refers to
the ability to publicly expound th e
truth. Certainly some are more
gifted along this line than others .
Those who are thus blessed have a
special responsibility of using their
talent zealously and along line s
which God will approve, or, a s
Paul puts it, "according to the pro -
portion of faith." "Whatsoever i s
not of faith is sin," writes the apos-
tle, and this holds true in the use
of the gift of prophesying as wel l
as along other lines .—Rom. 14 :2 3

The use of this gift, "according
to the proportion of faith," woul d
mean that one would recognize ,
first, that any ability he might pos-
sess came to him as a gift of God ,
and that his use of it to proclaim
the glad tidings should be only be -

cause of his great faith in the mes-
sage and an unselfish desire to
share it with others. The "pro-
portion" of our faith might well
determine the measure of our zeal
in the use of the gift of prophecy.

If our ministry is along a more
general line, then let us be faith-
ful in the use of every opportunity
we may have. Not all have the
same. opportunities of service, but
each of us should be faithful in do-
ing with our might what our hands
find to do ; and we are to do it
heartily as unto the Lord.

Paul also speaks of the gift of
"teaching ." This is closely related
to prophesying, although not o f
such a public nature. Some are
excellent teachers of the truth who
are quite incapable of standing be-
fore an audience and publicly pro-
claiming the Gospel . In teaching,
our audience may be only one, al-
though it could be a sizable group .

If we have a talent for making
the truth plain to others, then w e
should "wait" on this service, .the
apostle writes . Here the term
"wait" does not mean to stand in
idleness. The thought, rather, is
the same as when we say that one
"waits" on the table, denoting that
he serves those who sit at the table .
An efficient waiter is always aler t
and ready to furnish every service
needed. So it should be with us
in connection with every oppor-
tunity we have to serve the Lor d
and his people .

Some are particularly qualifie d
to exhort others to faithfulness ; and
if that be our talent, we should be
faithful in its use. Some make the
mistake of trying to serve along
lines for which they are not quali -
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fled, while neglecting the special
field for which the Lord has given
them a "gift ." It is an honor to
serve the Lord and his people in
any capacity, and we should zeal-
ously "wait" on any service which
the Lord clearly indicates to be his
will for us .

He that "giveth," writes the
apostle should do so with simplicity .
Here is a test of our real sincerit y
in giving. If, when we make a
donation to the Lord's work,
whether of money or goods, we do
it in a manner to attract attention ,
and to impress the brethren with
the thought of how much we are
doing for the cause, it is doubtful
if such a gift would be acceptable
to the Lord .

While some are in a position to
do a great deal in the service by
their donations, this is a privilege
which practically all can exercise ,
at least to some extent. The
temptation is, however, to feel that
unless we are financially able t o
donate large sums to the work, w e
should not give anything . But it
is well to remember Jesus' Parabl e
of the Widow's Mite .

"He that ruleth, with diligence . "
The reference here seems to be th e
same as that of "governments" in
I Corinthians 12 :28. In I Timothy
5:17 the apostle speaks of "elders
that rule well ." These texts in-
dicate that in the Early Church
there was a considerable measur e
of law and order, and that som e
held managerial positions—not t o
Lord it over God's people, but t o
see that the affairs of the church
were kept on an orderly basis.

Only when an individual is
working absolutely independently
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of all others can he be free to do
things exactly as he prefers . If
two persons work together, the n
there is the necessity of co-oper-
ation, and both cannot have their
own way. The larger the number
who work together, the greater th e
need for organization, and for eac h
individual to be willing to yield
his own preferences and to co-op-
erate with those who are directing
the effort. Individuality can be
expressed in performing efficiently
and faithfully the tasks we are as -
signed to do.

To rule with "diligence" does
not mean to be a dictator. The
thought is, rather, that if we ar e
assigned a position of responsibil-
ity in directing some phase of the
church's work we will be zealou s
in the performance of that duty ,
seeing to it that the work is prop-
erly done, and at the same time
manifesting a kindly and under -
standing attitude toward those wh o
co-operate with us in the effort .

All of the Lord's people should
exercise mercy in their dealings
with one another, and Paul says
that this should be done with
cheerfulness. God delights to ex-
tend his mercy toward us, and we
are to be like him. Indeed, it i s
only as we are like him in this
respect that we can expect mercy
from him; for Jesus explained that
unless we forgive those who tres-
pass against us, neither will th e
Heavenly Father forgive us our
trespasses .—Matt . 6 :14, 1 5

II CORINTHIANS 8:3-5
FAITHFULNESS in one's stew-

ardship as a Christian involves
readiness to sacrifice material
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means in caring for our brethre n
in Christ who may be in need. In
this passage, Paul is reminding th e
Corinthian brethren of this, and
holding before them the exampl e
of the Thessalonian brethren who
had contributed so liberally to th e
fund which the apostle used to sup -
ply material needs to the famin e
stricken brethren in Jerusalem and
vicinity .

Paul says that the Thessalonia n
brethren gave beyond their power ,
and that they entreated him to ac-
cept this gift, which apparently, to
some extent at least, had impover-
ished them. They had given them-
selves to the Lord, he .explains, and
realizing that they belonged t o
him, it was but logical that they
should want their all used in the
service of his people.

PHILIPPIANS 2 :25-30
Regarding Epaphroditus the apos-

tle wrote, "For the work of Chris t
he was nigh• unto death, not re-
garding his life." In this we have
a description of a Christian wh o
was faithful in his stewardship o f
life, and the essence of it is that h e
did not regard his life, or did no t
consider seriously whether or no t
what he was doing to serve Paul ,
as the messenger of the Philippian
church, might be detrimental to
his health, or possibly cost him hi s
life .

God appreciates those who mak e
financial sacrifices in order to for -
ward the interests of his kingdom ,
and he also appreciates those wh o
give their time and strength in hi s
service . Epaphroditus perhaps did
not have much in the way of money
he could use in the service, but he
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was able to give his time, and was
glad to represent the Philippian
brethren as a messenger to carr y
a gift from them to supply the
needs of Paul while he was in a
Roman prison. And from the wa y
Paul writes, this service almost
cost Epaphroditus his life .

Paul appreciated the servic e
rendered by this . messenger of th e
Philippian brethren, the more so
probably because he found in him
one like unto himself in his will-
ingness to lay down life itself in
the service of the Lord and th e
brethren . Many years before this ,
while on the way to Jerusalem ,
Paul was warned by the Holy
Spirit that bonds and imprison-
ment awaited him there . His
brethren advised him not to con-
tinue the journey, but Paul re -
plied, "Neither count I my life dea r
unto myself." (Acts 20 :24) This
was the spirit of Epaphroditus, and
it is the spirit of all truly conse-
crated followers of the Master, who
are faithful to their stewardship .

QUESTIONS:
What does it mean to present our

bodies a living sacrifice to the Lord?
Upon what basis is our sacrifice ac-

ceptable to God ?
How may we be sure that we ar e

devoting our lives to the Lord in an
acceptable manner ?

Are all the Lord's people expected to
serve him in the same way ?

What are some of the various avenues
of service ?

Is God pleased to have his peopl e
make sacrifices in his service which
might impoverish them ?

Was Epaphroditus over-zealous i n
risking his life to serve the Apostl e
Paul? Did he fail to exercise the
"spirit of a sound mind" ?
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ACTS 8 :4-8

11O TRUTH concerning the
Christian is stated more definitel y
in the Scriptures, nor exemplifie d
more clearly by the attitude df th e
brethren in ' the Early Church, than
the fact that the Lord wants th e
followers of Jesus to lay down
their lives in making known the
glad tidings of the kingdom. Dy-
ing with Christ is done on the
battlefield of service—serving the
Lord, serving the brethren, and
bearing witness to the truth .

Brethren in the Early Church
would not have been persecute d
by the enemies of the truth had
they not let their light shine and
thus attracted attention to them -
selves. And despite the fact that
they were persecuted; and as a re-
sult of persecution, "scattere d
abroad," they "went everywher e
preaching the Gospel ." Brethren
less determined to be faithful unto
death, and looking for an excus e
to take life easy, under such cir-
cumstances would probably have
concluded that the "providences
of the Lord" were indicating that
they should withhold the Gospel ,
thus hiding their light under a
bushel.

The lesson here for us is that op -
position to the truth and difficul-
ties encountered in our efforts to
proclaim it, are not bona fide rea-
sons for slackening our hands in
the proclamation of the message.

16

It is so easy to listen to the rea-
sonings of the flesh and conclud e
that because the way is difficult,
because responsibilities and weari-
ness are involved, the Lord does
not want us to continue. It is al-
ways well to remember, however ,
that there is only one way of show-
ing ourselves true followers of the
Lord, and faithful stewards of the
Gospel message, and that is actu -
ally to lay down our lives in the
service of the truth .

II CORINTHIANS 5:17-20
For those who become new crea-

tures in Christ "all things are be -
come new," writes the apostle, and
these "all things," he explains, "ar e
of God." In further explanation ,
the apostle writes that God has
given unto us the "ministry of rec-
onciliation," First we are recon-
ciled to God through Christ, and
then appointed by the Lord to
serve as Christ's ambassadors .

And what does this ambassador -
ship imply? Paul's explanation is
that God was in Christ reconciling
the world—that is, all mankind—
to himself, and has given to us thi s
ministry of reconciliation by serv-
ing as ambassadors of Christ .
This work of reconciliation is ac-
complished through the "Word" of
reconciliation, so it is obvious that
the Word needs to be proclaimed .
If we allow the Word of reconcili-
ation to lie dormant in our hearts
it will not effect the reconciliation
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of others. Thus our stewardship
of the Gospel calls for faithfulnes s
in proclaiming the Gospel.

God was in Christ reconciling
"the world," Paul states . This was
the purpose of sending Christ in -
to the world. We know, of course,
that the time when all mankind
will be enlightened concerning
Christ and given a full opportuni-
ty to be reconciled to God, will be
during the mediatorial reign of
Christ ; but this does not preclude

* our privilege of now proving ou r
faithfulness to the Lord by pro -
claiming the Word of reconciliation
to those who have a hearing ear .
The only ones who will be recon-
ciled to God during this age ar e
those whom he calls; but we do
not know who these are, so there
is laid upon us the necessity o f
sowing the seeds of truth beside
all waters, knowing that the Lord
will give the increase according t o
the good pleasure of his will .

In the first verse of chapter six
the apostle states that we are
"workers together" with the Lord,
and he is speaking of the same
work; namely, that of reconciling
the world to God. What a high
honor has been bestowed upon us !
We can render acceptable servic e
only through the grace of God as
manifested through the merit o f
Jesus, which justifies us. Let us ,
then, as Paul beseeches us, see to
it by our faithfulness that we do
not receive this grace in vain .

PHILIPPIANS 1 :12-18
OUR stewardship of the Gospe l

does not depend upon human
leadership, as much as we should
appreciate those whom the Lord

has specially used in the service of
his people. This is clearly demon-
strated in Paul's testimony to th e
Philippian brethren concerning the
increase of the Gospel which re-
sulted from his imprisonment in
Rome. The Philippian church held
the apostle in high esteem. He was
the one who organized this eccles-
ia, and it would be but natural that
the spiritual lives of these brethren
would be entwined very closely
with his. They could not b e
blamed, therefore, if, when they
learned that he had been impris-
oned, they concluded that the Gos-
pel work was finished .

Paul sensed that possibly th e
brethren at Philippi might take
this attitude, so he wrote : "I would
ye should understand, brethren ,
that the things which happene d
unto me have fallen out rather un-
to the furtherance of the Gospel."
What a noble and unselfish atti-
tude was thus taken by Paul! He
did not as much as hint that be-
cause he could not serve as widely
as before, the Gospel messag e
would be restricted, but was glad
to assure the brethren at Philippi
that the opposite was true.

It was with a similar thought in
mind that he wrote to Timothy ,
also from Rome, that "the Word of
God is not bound ." (II Tim. 2 :9 )
God may permit his servants to b e
imprisoned, but his Word of recon-
ciliation continues to reach thos e
who are hungering and thirsting
after righteousness. In this there
is a timely lesson for us at this end
of the age . In the Lord's provi-
dence, he permitted "that servant"
to be removed from the scene,
but his truth has continued to go
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out, reaching and blessing many .
Thus it is that God's servants ar e
removed, but his service continues .

In Paul's further explanation of
the manner in which the Gospel
was being more widely proclaimed
than ever, he says that some wer e
preaching Christ through envy and
strife, thinking thus to add to hi s
bonds. It is not too clear just ho w
Paul's enemies thought t h e i r

. preaching the Gospel would ad d
to his bonds, but Paul's reactio n
to their efforts is the important
lesson for us . He explained that
he rejoiced in the fact that th e
Gospel was being preached, eve n
though some had a selfish motive
in doing so .

Paul was "set for the defense of
the Gospel," and not only used
faithfully all his own opportunities
to proclaim it, but rejoiced in
every evidence that others had be -
come sufficiently inspired by the
message that they too were faith-
ful in holding forth the Word of
Life. Neither time nor circum -

stances should be permitted to
deter us from being faithful stew-
ards of the mysteries of God, and
today, as never before, it is the
privilege of the Lord's people to
tell the whole world the blessed
tidings of the kingdom of Chris t
and the glorious fact that the
blessings of the kingdom will soon
become available to all who will
"hear that prophet ."

QUESTIONS :
How can a follower of Christ suffer.

and die with him?
What was it that caused the Early

Church to be persecuted ?
What are the "all things" which to

new creatures in Christ become new ?
In what sense do we serve as am-

bassadors for Christ?
Are we to expect that the world will

now listen to the Gospel and respon d
in obedience to it ?

What is the grace of God which en-
ables us to be acceptable "workers to-
gether with him"?

Does our stewardship of the Gospel
depend upon human leadership ?

How did the Apostle Paul manifest
his unselfish interest in the spread of
the Gospel ?

VICTORIOUS DAILY LIVIN G

Lesson for Sunday, December 1 7
II CORINTHIANS 11 :18-30

	

24) To be thus victorious, it is
essential to understand why a

r0 LIVE victoriously as a Christian is called upon to suffer .
Christian is to meet with fortitude The ultimate objective of Jesus'
the hardships of life which result coming into the world to suffer an d
from faithfulness in divine service, die as man 's Redeemer was to
and to rejoice in the privilege of make an end of all suffering ; and
filling up that which is behind of without an understanding of th e
the sufferings of Christ . (Col. 1 : plan of God, one might conclude
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should at once be free from suffer-
ing—indeed, even from death it -
self . But this has not been the
case .

The same problem arose in th e
minds of the disciples with respec t
to Jesus himself. They had ac-
cepted him as the promised Mes-
siah. They had in mind th e
wonderful promises of God which
outlined the glory of the messianic
kingdom and described the bless-
ing which would flow to the people
through the administration of that
kingdom. One of those promise s
stated, for example, that nothin g
would hurt nor destroy in all tha t
holy "mountain," or kingdom .
(Isa . 11:9) And yet, Jesus the
Messiah, the King in that kingdom ,
was arrested by his enemies an d
crucified . Why should this be?

After his resurrection, Jesus ex-
plained the matter by calling their
attention to the prophecies whic h
foretold that ere his kingdom glory
would be realized and manifested
to the people it would be necessary
for Christ to suffer and die as the
Redeemer of the world. (Luke
24:25-27) The unfolding of thi s
marvelous truth of the divine plan
to the disciples caused their hearts
to burn within them, for their faith
in him as the Messiah was restored
and their hope of the kingdom re-
newed .

However, there was a further
great truth which remained to b e
revealed to the Early Church .
They were to learn that the fore -
told suffering of Christ was no t
finished at Calvary, but that thos e
who espoused his cause during this
present Gospel age were to have

the privilege of suffering and dyin g
with him and that the glory an d
blessings of the messianic kingdom
must wait until all the member s
of the true church had also suf-
fered and died, being planted to-
gether in the likeness of his death .
—Rom. 6:3-5

Paul understood clearly this
feature of the divine plan, and re-
joiced in the privilege which h e
enjoyed of participating in it .
When he was first enlightened con-
cerning Christ, Ananias, the mes-
senger whom the Lord sent to
instruct Paul, was commissioned to
tell him what great things he
would be called upon to suffer for
the name and cause of Christ . —
Acts 9:16
' It was this understanding of the

divine plan for Christians which
constituted the basis for his glory-
ing, or boasting, in the fact of the
many hardships he had encoun-
tered in connection with his faith-
ful service to the Master. He saw
in these experiences definite con-
firmation of his acceptance in
Christ and also of his apostleship .

Not all pain can be considered
Christian suffering, although we
should endeavor to be victorious
in all our trials by accepting them
as being permitted by God to wor k
out in our lives that which will b e
best for our eternal interests .
Some of our hardships are simply
those which are common to all
who are members of the fallen
dying race . Other trials which w e
experience may be chastenings o f
the Lord. We may at times suffer
because of our own unwisdom a -
long some line. Suffering with
Christ, on the other hand, is rep -
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resented more particularly in thos e
hardships which come directly o r
indirectly as a result of our faith-
ful following in his footsteps.

Paul speaks of five times re-
ceiving forty "stripes," and that
three times he was beaten with
"rods." He was stoned. He suf-
fered shipwreck on his way to
Rome as a prisoner. He suf-
fered perils of waters, perils of
robbers, perils from the Jews an d
by the heathen, perils in the city ,
and in the wilderness, and perils
even among false brethren . He
suffered weariness and pain, hun-
ger and nakedness . (II Cor. 11 :23-
28) Had Paul continued his
practice as a lawyer and his mem-
bership in the Sanhedrin, there
is little likelihood that he would
have suffered in any of these ways .

It was the same with the Mas-
ter. It was because he aggres-
sively bore witness to the truth
that the scribes and Pharisee s
hated, persecuted, and finally cru-
cified him. Paul followed in hi s
footsteps . So did the other apos-
tles, and many others in the Early
Church. Victorious Christians
throughout the age have similarly
suffered because of their faithful-
ness. And now, at the end of the
age, there is still the opportunity
of suffering and dying with Christ .
Victorious Christian living stil l
entails weariness and pain ; and if
we have the privilege of thus dem-
onstrating our love for the Lord,
let us rejoice, for today, even as i n
Paul's time, this is something i n
which we can truly glory.

H CORINTHIANS 12 :8-10
Paul gloried in every providence

of God in his life, for he had faith

to believe that every experience ,
whether bitter or sweet, would
ultimately work for his good as a
new creature in Christ Jesus .
(Rom. 8:28) He has told us of the
many ways he had "suffered as a
Christian," and now he tells us o f
affliction from which he suffere d
not because of his faithfulness as
an ambassador of Christ, but one
which had been permitted, he ex -
plains, as "a messenger of Satan "
to buffet him. He speaks of it as
a "thorn in the flesh."

The apostle recognized t h e
divine wisdom and purpose in per-
mitting him to have this "thorn in
the flesh," that it was as a coun-
terbalance to the many honors
which the Lord bestowed upon
him, lest he be "exalted above
measure . " (Verse 7) It was not
a part of his suffering with Christ .
It was not one of the chastenings
of the Lord. It was not due to the
fact that he was a member of the
dying race. Nevertheless, as Paul
saw it, this affliction served a goo d
purpose . We may not always b e
able to understand just why Go d
permits certain experiences to
come into our lives, but happy we
will be if we can have faith to be-
lieve that God permits them for
our good, and seek to be rightly
exercised by them.

At first Paul was reasonably
certain that he would be better off
as a Christian if he did not hav e
this "thorn in the flesh" with

'which to contend. It is generally
agreed that this affliction was a par-
tial blindness resulting from the
bright light which appeared to him
at the time of his conversion on
the Damascus road, although he
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does not say so. Whatever it was ,
however, he prayed to God to
have it removed. He was not con-
tent to pray merely once, but took
the matter to the Lord three times .

Then he received the answer ,
an answer in which Paul rejoiced ,
although it left him still with th e
thorn in the flesh to buffet him.

Instead of removing the thorn ,
the Lord said to Paul : "My grac e
is sufficient for thee : for my
strength is made perfect in weak-
ness ." Paul saw the point. By
continuing to be buffeted by thi s
thorn in the flesh he would need
a larger measure of divine grace
and strength to sustain him, so he
wrote: "Most gladly therefore will
I rather glory in my infirmities ,
that the power of Christ may res t
upon me. "

Have we reached the point in

our Christian experience where
we can rejoice in our infirmitie s
simply on the ground that becaus e
of them we can enjoy a larger
measure of divine grace, and thu s
be able to give the more glory to
the Lord? Such is a part of what
it means to be a victorious Chris-
tian .

QUESTIONS :
Since Christ died to rescue mankin d

from sickness and death, why do thos e
who believe on him need to suffer ?

Are all our afflictions a part of our
"suffering with Christ" ?

Name some of the ways in whic h
Paul suffered with Christ? Would h e
have had these experiences had he no t
been a faithful Christian ?

Name some of the other reasons
divine wisdom permits Christians to
suffer ?

What was Paul's "thorn in the flesh, "
and "why did the Lord permit him t o
have it ?

THE SAVIOR I S BORN

Lesson for Sunday, December 24

7
LUKE 2 :1-16

CHE title of today's lesson is
most appropriate, and very signifi-
cant. Throughout many hundreds
of years God's prophets had been
foretelling' the coming of th e
Messiah, and outlining the bless-
ings which would ultimately resul t
from his redemptive and king-
dom work . "Unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given, "
wrote Isaiah, "and the government
shall be upon his shoulder . . . . Of
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the increase of his government an d
peace there shall be no end ."—
Isa. 9 :6, 7

But now the plan of God, as cen-
tered in the Messiah, had pro-
gressed beyond the mere promise
stage. Promises continued to b e
made by the New Testament serv-
ants of God, it is true, but fo r
those whose hopes were centered
in the messianic purpose, God' s
promises had begun to be fulfilled
—the Savior was born. This was
the great difference between the
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declaratic of the angel to th e
shepherds and the many inspire d
utterances which previously ha d
cheered the hearts of God ' s people.

It was Christ, the Messiah, wh o
was referred to as the "seed" of
Abraham in the promise made t o
that faithful patriarch, and through
that "seed," he was assured, all th e
families of the earth were to b e
blessed . It was Christ, as the futur e
King of earth, that David referred
to in the assurance that he would
rule "from sea to sea, and from th e
the river unto the ends of the
earth . " (Psa. 72:8) In every ref-
erence to this One who was t o
come, the assurance was given tha t
his blessings would extend world-
wide. And the message of the an-
gel was the same. The messianic
blessings were still described as
being global in scope—glad tidings
of great joy which shall be unt o
"all" people . But the differenc e
was that now the Savior was born .
Promises were beginning to chang e
into reality.

The Apostle John explains jus t
what it was that occurred when
Jesus was born—the "Word" was
made flesh. (John 1:14) Due to
an inaccurate translation of John's
explanation, many have been led
to believe that it was God himself
who was made flesh, but. this was
not the case. The "Word," or
"Logos," as it is in the Greek lan-
guage, is described by John as be-
ing "a" god, while Jehovah, th e
Creator, is identified as "the" God .
The Logos, who was in the begin-
ning with God, and who partici-
pated in the work of creation, is
described as the Only Begotten o f
the Father, the Son of God ; and it

22

was the Son of God, not God him -
self who was made fl e s h . —
John 1 :1, 2

The Apostle Paul explains tha t
Jesus was made flesh "for the suf-
fering of death's—or, in other
words, that he might die as th e
Redeemer and Savior of the world .
(Heb. 2:9) In his prehuman ex-
istence he was a spirit being,
therefore could not be a corre-
sponding price for Adam, and
through Adam, for the race tha t
lost life in him . It is this that ex -
plains why, when Jesus grew to
manhood's estate and entered up -
on his service for God, his ministr y
was such a short one, terminating
in death, the cruel death of th e
cross . It was for this purpose of
death that he had come into the
world, and when that purpose was
about to be consummated he cried,
as he died upon the cross, "It is
finished."—John 19:30

But it was only this sacrificial
phase of his ministry that was
there finished . Much that had
been implied in the angelic an-
nouncement of his birth remains
yet to be fulfilled . His birth has
not yet meant good tidings of grea t
joy unto all people, nor has it
resulted in peace on earth . This
does not mean, however, that th e
divine purpose as centered in
Jesus has in any measure failed,
or even been delayed .

Many have mistakenly suppose d
that since the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus the accomplishment
of the remainder of the divin e
plan as centered in him has bee n
left in the hands of his follow-
ers, and that it is because these
have been measurably unfaithful
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to their trust that the world has
not been converted, and tha t
lasting peace has not come to th e
nations. But this viewpoint is
wrong! True, God gave his peopl e
the opportunity of co-operatin g
with him in the accomplishing o f
his purposes, but regardless of
their faithfulness, his plan has
steadily progressed toward a vic-
torious completion .

God has not been trying to con-
vert the world during this Gospel
age. He has not been attempting
to rule over the nations since th e
first advent. His work has bee n
the gathering and selection of a
people for his name, a people to be
associated with Jesus during the
time when his kingdom is actually
ruling in the earth, and when
peace will actually be established .
This work of gathering and per-
fecting the church is now nearly
accomplished, and soon the angeli c
song of peace on earth will becom e
a glorious .reality in the experience
of all mankind .

Failing to realize just how the
angelic announcement of the birth
of Jesus is actually to be fulfilled
in its entirety, some have mis-
translated part of it in an effort to
make it fit circumstances as they
see them. For example, the ex-
pression, "On earth peace, goo d
will toward men," they have trans-
lated, "Peace on earth among men
of good will." And now, nineteen
centuries after the birth of Jesus ,
there are so few people of good

will in positions of governmental
authority that there is very littl e
peace on earth.

But this is not what the angelic
host said, nor what they meant.
They prophesied "peace on earth"
because, through the birth of
Jesus, God's good will was being
expressed toward men—his good
will, or love for humanity, as re-
flected in his wise and loving plan
to bless all the families of the
earth through Jesus whom he sent
into the world to be the Redeemer
and King of mankind . When we
understand and appreciate thi s
great truth of the divine plan, the
birth of Jesus and the angelic mes-
sage of peace and good will should
mean more than ever to us. It
should, indeed, bring great peac e
into our own hearts even now, and
we should give thanks to God tha t
he has thus expressed his good will
toward us and toward all man -
kind. Yes, thanks be to him for
his "unspeakable gift ."—II Cor. 9 :
15
QUESTIONS :

What was one of the essential dif-
ferences between the angelic an-
nouncement of the birth of Jesus, and
the many promises which previously
had been given concerning his birth ?

Who was Jesus in his prehuman ex-
istence, and why was it necessary for
him to be made flesh ?

Is the translation, "Peace on earth
among men of good will" a true inter-
pretation of what was meant by the
angelic announcement of Jesus' birth ?

Whose good will is referred to in the
expression, "Good will toward men" ?

Are you enjoying The Dawn? Since it is more blessed to give tha n
to receive, why not share its blessings with others? Gift subscription
offer of six for $5.00 still applies . Single subscriptions $1 .00 .



GROWING THROUG H

FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST

Lesson for Sunday, December 3 1
John 15:1-5

	

lives will bear no fruits of right-

JESUS' Parable of the Vine and eousness
.

the Branches never ceases to hol d
vital meaning and interest fo r
every consecrated Christian. "I
am the vine, ye are the branches"
—thus does the Master express the
close relationship we bear towar d
him, the blessed partnership which
exists between himself and his dis-
ciples . This, of course, is not the
only illustration used in th e
Scriptures to represent the one-
ness of Christ and his church .
There are several others, and eac h
in its own way brings home to u s
our great dependence upon him
and the necessity of our keeping
close to him in communion, trust,
and obedience.

The main lesson high-lighted by
the parable is our partnershi p
with the Master in fruit bearing .
We cannot bear fruit of ourselves ,
but only as we remain in him as
a "branch" in the "vine ." It is a
simple illustration, the meaning of
which is instantly apparent, for n o
one could fail to realize that if, i n
the natural world, a branch was
severed from the vine it could not
bear fruit. So, likewise, if we re-
move ourselves from Christ, or i f
because of our unfaithfulness he
severs us from his association, our
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In this parable Jesus said, "My
Father is the Husbandman." The
husbandman's interest in carin g
for the vine is in his expectatio n
of the fruit which it will bear . In
the case of the Christian, as a
branch in Christ, the true vine ,
what is this "fruit"? Primarily, no
doubt, it is what the Apostle Paul
describes as the "fruit of the
Spirit"—1 o v e, joy, peace, etc .
These are qualities of godlikeness
which result from our close asso-
ciation with Jesus and because of
the Heavenly Father's love and
providences which are daily opera-
tive in our lives .

It is well to remember, however ,
that a vine and its branches do no t
bear fruit for their own benefit.
Nor does a husbandman care for a
vine in order that it might bear
fruit which will simply serve as a
decoration. So, in the divine
arrangement, the fruitage of right-
eousness which is brought to ma-
turity throughout the Gospel age
in the lives of all who are branche s
in the true vine, Christ Jesus, wil l
be used for the refreshment and
blessing of mankind during th e
new dispensation now so near.

This fruit of the Spirit is no t
something which is hung on the-
Christian in the sense of it being
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separate from him. It is a part of
him. It is the Christian character
which is developed in the likenes s
of Christ. It is that character-
likeness of the Heavenly Fathe r
and his beloved Son, which ,
through the merit of Christ to
cover our imperfection, will vouch -
safe for us an "abundant entrance
into the everlasting kingdom o f
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . "
—II Pet. 1 :1 1

We know that the purpose of the
kingdom is the blessing of all man -
kind; so, in the final analysis, ou r
fruit bearing today is in order that
the world may be blessed tomor-
row. What a powerful incentiv e
this should be for all of us to re -
main closely associated with th e
Master in order that the vital qual-
ities of his perfect life may con-
tinue to flow into and quicken us
as branches which will bear frui t
to the honor and glory of the
Husbandman, our Heavenly Fa-
ther, and thus qualify us to con-
tinue in that blessed partnershi p
by which all mankind will be pro-
vided with the fruit of everlasting
life!

PHILIPPIANS 3 :8-16
IN THIS testimony of Paul 's in

which he declares his determina-
tion to "know Christ," we have th e
partnership of Christ and his
church brought to our attentio n
from another standpoint . Here it
is not partnership in fruit bearing,
but in suffering and subsequent
glory—the "fellowship of his suf -
ferings," and the "power of hi s
resurrection ." Paul tells us that in
order to enjoy this blessed part-
nership with Christ he had suf-
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fered the loss of all things, and was
determined to continue forgetting
those things which were behind,
and ever to press forward to thos e
things which were ahead .

Many who have 'appreciated t o
some extent the devotional aspect s
of Christian living have failed to
enter into this deeper meaning o f
fellowship with Christ, not havin g
recognized the fact that the body
members of Christ have the privi-
lege of suffering and dying with
with him sacrificially as a part of
the great sin-offering feature o f
the divine plan . However, Paul
understood this precious truth
very clearly . He knew the rela-
tionship of Christian suffering to
the divine plan for the recover y
of the human race -from sin an d
death .

In Romans 6:2-11, he discusses
this subject in considerable detail .
He reminds us of our privilege o f
being "planted .together in the
likeness of his [Christ's] death, "
and then explains what that like-
ness is, and its purpose . As Chris t
died unto sin, he writes, so like -
wise we should reckon ourselves
to be dead unto sin. Jesus did no t
die "unto sin" in his own body.
His dying unto sin was his sacrifi-
cial death on behalf of the sin -
cursed world . And Paul says that
we are to "reckon," that is, to
count ourselves as being dead un-
to sin in the same way .

This is how we are planted
together in the "likeness" of
Christ ' s death . Actually, we hav e
nothing to offer to the Lord in
sacrifice which would be accept -
able to him; but through the mer-
it of Christ we are authorized to
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"reckon" the matter as though w e
did. And we have the assuranc e
that our sacrifice will thus be "hol y
and acceptable unto God, our rea-
sonable service ."—Rom. 12 : 1

To Paul this was a very precious
truth, giving real meaning to his
every hardship in serving Chris t
and the Christian cause. To him,
everything else in life was but a s
loss and dross compared with this
privilege of enjoying a fellowship,
or partnership, in the suffering o f
Christ, and of being made con -
formable to his death .

He knew, of course, that h e
could not enjoy such a partnership
in the sacrificial work of Christ
upon the basis of his own right-
eousness, that he had nothing t o
offer which God could accept .
But he knew also that the right-
eousness which is "of God by
faith," the righteousness provided
by God through faith in the meri-
torious blood of Christ, did make
him acceptable, and having thi s
assurance, he accepted the oppor-
tunity of sacrifice and claimed the
promises of divine grace to help in
every time of need .

At the time Paul wrote this
testimony he had been in the nar-
row way of sacrifice for many
years ; but he felt that he had not
yet "attained . . . that for which
also he had been apprehended . "
Up to the time he wrote the epistle
there had been no slackening o f
the hand, and his attitude still was,

"This one thing I do ." But, like
the prophet of old, he knew tha t
it was not time to boast until he
had taken off the harness, the goal
having been reached ; so he was
resolved to continue pressing to -
ward the prize of the high calling ,
and not to permit anything to in-
terfere with his victory .

And as many as are likeminde d
will view their privileges in the
same way, he tells us . Are we
"likeminded" to Paul in our will-
ingness to give up everything, an d
to suffer all things in order tha t
we may win Christ? May our an-
swer be, Yes, and trusting in di -
vine strength and care, may we to o
press forward for ,the prize as w e
fellowship in Christ 's sufferings ,
having the assurance that ulti-
mately we will know in full th e
power of his resurrection.

QUESTIONS :
What was the divine purpose in

furnishing us with so many illustra-
tions of the oneness of Christ and th e
church?

What is the fruit that is borne by
the branches in the true vine ?

Is this fruit intended only for th e
benefit of the branches? Or is ther e
a larger purpose in the divine plan for
Christian fruit bearing?

What did Paul mean by fellowship
in the sufferings of Christ ?

What relationship does Christian suf-
fering bear toward the divine plan o f
human redemption and recovery fro m
sin and death ?

What is it that makes Christian sac-
rifice acceptable to God ?

"SONGS IN THE NIGHT"—These Scripture texts and comments fo r
evening meditations will not appear in The Dawn during 1951, but ar e

available in book form, cloth bound and priced at 50 cents each .

See announcement on inside front cover .
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God 's Thoughts to "Us-ward "
"Many, 0 Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which thou has t

done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot
be reckoned up in order unto thee : if I would declare

and speak of them, they are more than can b e
numbered."-PSALM 40 : 5

`N REVEALING his will to his children of this Gospel age, the
I ll Heavenly Father has made it plain that he wants them to wor k
for him and with him in the carrying out of his plan . And what a
high honor it is to work with the Lord . The Logos had this glori-
ous opportunity in the original work of creation, hence we
find Jehovah saying to him, "Let US make man in OUR image ,
after OUR likeness . " (Gen. 1: 26) How wonderful it would be to
have the Heavenly Father similarly include us in his work! An d
this is exactly what he has done, for as the apostle writes, we have
been made co-laborers with the Lord in the great work of recon-
ciling the lost world to him.—I Cor . 3 :9; II Cor . 5 : 19 ; 6 : 1

Jehovah has been zealous in the carrying forward of his plan ,
and he is pleased when his co-laborers exhibit a similar zeal—the
zeal of the house of God. The true followers of the Master are
described by Paul as a "peculiar people, zealous of good works ."
(Titus 2 :14) James indicates that we are to show our faith b y
our works. (James 2:18) And it is undoubtedly pleasing to th e
Heavenly Father that we should rejoice in this privilege of workin g
with him, and that we should be happy at every evidence of hi s
blessing upon our efforts.

At the same time we should ever keep in mind that what we d o
for the Lord is as nothing in comparison with what he does for us .
As a matter of fact, it is only by his grace that our imperfect work s
would be acceptable to him at all . It seems appropriate, therefore ,
that we, as it were, turn aside for a little while and consider th e
many "wonderful works" which he has done, and his solicitous
thoughts "to us-ward . " When we do this, we find how true it is
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that the many things which the Lord has done "cannot be reckone d
up in order," and that when we try to tell about them "they are
more than can be numbered."

"He Inclined Unto Me"
"I waited patiently for the Lord ; and he inclined unto me,"

writes the Psalmist in the first verse of the Psalm from which ou r
text is taken, "and heard my cry." Throughout the ages millions
have waited patiently for the Lord, yet it was not his due time to
"incline" unto them and hear their cry. True, many of these lacke d
understanding in their waiting . Paul speaks of them as the "whole
creation," which, groaning and travailing together in pain are wait-
ing "for the manifestation of the sons of God . " (Rom. 8 : 19, 22 )
The Lord knows about all these millions, and when, in his plan ,
their "day of visitation" comes, he will "incline" unto them, hea r
their cries for help, and will save them . Then they will say, "Lo ,
this is our God ; we have waited for him, . . . we will be glad and
rejoice in his salvation . "—Isaiah 25 : 9

Meanwhile, during this Gospel age, the Lord has honored on e
here and there by responding to their cry . Paul speaks of these as
seeking the Lord, "if haply they might feel after him, and find him."
(Acts 17:27) It would be impossible for any to find the Lord un-
less he chooses to "incline" unto them, to respond to their cry fo r
help; so if we have had this blessed experience of finding him, i t
means that his thoughts have turned to "us-ward," and that we can
accept this as a manifestation of his special favor .

And when the Lord "inclined" toward us, what was the firs t
of his "wonderful works " on our behalf? David gives us the an-
swer, saying that the Lord "brought me up also out of an horrible
pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and estab-
lished my goings." (verse 2) We were all in this "horrible pit, "
symbolic of our being lost in sin and death . We remember the pit
into which Joseph was cast by his brethren . It was a place from
which he could not have escaped. Had his brethren not changed
their minds and sold Joseph as a slave, he doubtless would hav e
died in that pit .

Yes we were indeed in a "pit" from which escape was impossi-
ble, and made the more so by the miry clay into which we wer e
sinking. It was in this condition that the Lord found us, and hear d
our cry for help. And he did more than listen. He took hold of u s
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and lifted us up out of the miry clay and out of the pjt, and set our
feet upon a "rock"—the "Rock, Christ Jesus ." (I Cor. 10:4) Then
we had a firm footing, a sure foundation, and joyfully we could sing,

"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand . "

But that was not all . God's thoughts to "us-ward" were mani-
fested in further blessings . David writes that the Lord "estab-
lished" his "goings"—that is, his course in life, and that applies 'to
us with equal force . While we were in the "horrible pit," and our
feet were sinking in the "miry clay," life had very little purpose.
Many times the question probably arose in our minds as to the
meaning of our existence . We had no set objective, and we vacil-
lated from one fancy to another. But all this changed when the
Lord set our feet upon the Rock, Christ Jesus .

Realizing that the Lord had made a wonderful provision for us
through Christ Jesus, our hearts responded in loving devotion to
him, for we knew that we no longer were our own, but by righ t
belonged to him, and should spend the remainder , of our lives serv-
ing him. Thus we consecrated ourselves to do his will, and in re-
vealing his will to us, our Heavenly Father established our "goings ,"
that is, he pointed out not only what he wanted us to do in his
service, but also that at the end of the way there was to be a prize ,
"the prize of the high calling. " (Phil . 3 :14) Therefore he bid u s
to "set our affection on things above, " and to "run with patienc e
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author an d
Finisher of our faith . "—Col . 3:2; Heb. 12:1, 2

Yes, our Heavenly Father established our "goings" upon the
narrow way. Now life had a meaning, and a definite objective.
We had a job to do . We were to work out our own salvation, for
we knew that the Lord was working in us "both to will and to do o f
his good pleasure." (Phil. 2:12, 13) With our "goings" thus estab-
lished, we were ready to "give diligence" to make our "calling and
election sure." (II Pet. 1:10) With Paul, we said, "This one thin g
I do." (Phil . 3:13) We heard Jesus saying to us, "Seek ye firs t
the kingdom of God," and hearing this, we realized that we coul d
not afford to be halfhearted in striving for the goal that was se t
before us in the Gospel . (Matt. 6:33) Moreover, we rejoiced when
we remembered that it was God 's thoughts to "us-ward" that had
resulted in our being in this position of high favor with him, a posi-
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tion in which we rejoiced "in the hope of the glory of God."—Rom .
5:2

"A New Song"
"And he hath put a new song in my mouth," David continues,

"even praise unto our God." The song in the mouths of those in
the world today is a very doleful one, if indeed they have a song at
all . And it was so with us until we were lifted up out of that "hor-
rible pit . " How could we sing while our feet were sinking in th e
"miry clay"? But now it is different . The Lord has given us a
song to sing, even a song of praise to him. This "new song " is in
reality the melody of the truth . Various symbols are used in th e
Bible to help us comprehend the full meaning of the Gospel o f
Christ . It is food—"meat in due season. " It is water—the "water
of life." It is a defensive armor—"the armor of God"—and it is
the "light" with which the Lord has shined into our hearts .

The "song" symbolism suggests the wonderful harmony of th e
various doctrines of the truth, the melody of the promises and
prophecies of the Word . It is described in Revelation 14 :3 as a
"new song , " and in Revelation 15 : 3 as "the song of Moses the servant
of God, and the song of the Lamb ." This latter reference depicts
those who sing this song as standing on a "sea of glass mingled with
fire," which undoubtedly symbolizes the position of the people o f
God today, who, while in the very midst of the "time of trouble"
with which the age is ending, are nevertheless enjoying the vantag e
point given them by a knowledge of present truth so that the "sea"
with its roaring which so disturbs and frightens the world is to
them transparent—they see its meaning, and that beyond the trou-
ble will dawn the glorious new day of blessing for all mankind.

So they sing the song, the new song, the "song of Moses th e
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, " that is, God has put
into their mouths this melody which, beginning with the testimon y
of Moses, and ending with the revelation of Jesus Christ, is one
gloriously harmonious theme of divine wisdom, justice, love, an d
power as revealed in his plan for the blessing of all the families o f
the earth. What a glorious song! It is this "new song" of presen t
truth that the Lord has put into our mouths, and while its melod y
proclaims the blessings to be showered upon both the church an d
the world, in its very nature the singing of this song can do naugh t
else but "show forth the praises of him who hath called us out of
darkness into his marvelous light."—I Pet . 2 : 9
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THE FALLACY OF FEAR
Do you fear death? The hereafter? Atomic bombs ?

A third global war? The end of the world?

Hear "Frank and Ernest" discuss the plan of God, and from his Wor d
show why there is no need to fear . These revealing discussions ar e
heard nation-wide on the Mutual Network, and in Canada, Australia ,
and Asia, as follows (Sundays unless otherwise indicated) :
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p.m .
Fremont KFGT 1340 11 :45 a .m . Sandusky WLEC 1450 12 :45 p.m .

Kearney KGFW 1340 11 :45 a .m . OKLAHOMA
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a .m .
McCook KBRL 1450 11 :45 a .m. Elk City KASA 1240 1 :00 p .m .
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Nashville WMAK 1300 11 :45 a .m .
Oak Ridge WATO 1490 12 :45 p .m .
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"Many shall see it, and fear [reverence], and shall trust in
the Lord," continues the Psalmist . We know that ultimately the
whole world shall be filled with a knowledge of the glory of God ,
but even now "many" see and appreciate the truth to some extent ,
while one here and there—those to whom the Lord "inclines" him-
self—embrace it in full consecration and run diligently for the prize
of the high calling . To whatever extent an individual "sees" the
truth and appreciates it, his reverence for the Lord is increased ,
and in that proportion he puts his trust in the Lord. And what a
blessing that is in this time of distress upon the nations !

The Psalmist says, "Blessed is that man that maketh the Lor d
his trust." (Verse 4) Today, one after another of the things i n
which men have put their trust are failing .. Their "idols" are
crumbling, and, symbolically speaking, they are calling for the
"rocks" and the "mountains" to fall on and protect them . (Rev.
6:16) What a joy, therefore, it should be to us if in singing th e
new song of praise to God, some hear and learn to put their trus t
in God, realizing that in the fulfilment of his promises alone wil l
peace and joy come to the world.

His Thoughts
Yes, "many" are the wonderful works of God, and "many" are

his loving thoughts to "us-ward ." It was his thoughts to "us-ward"
that led to the provision for lifting us out of the horrible pit and the
miry clay of sin and death. He was thinking of us when he provide d
the "Rock" upon which our feet are now firmly established. It was
to "us-ward" he was thinking when he made it possible for us to
present our bodies a living sacrifice, with the assurance that ou r
offering would be holy and acceptable to him through Christ Jesu s
our Lord.—Rom. 12:1

Our Justification
"Being justified by faith," Paul writes, "we have peace with

God." (Rom. 5: 1) While we were in the "horrible pit" we were
alienated from God through wicked works . But "while we were
yet sinners" God's "us-ward" thoughts made provision for our re -
turn to harmony with him, to enjoy peace with him . (Rom. 5 : 8 )
What a loving thought! It is beyond our ability to understand wh y
Jehovah would make provision for our being at peace with him ;
but it is so, and by this loving thought of God alone we are over-
whelmed.
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Paul explains that by justification through Christ "we have ac-
cess into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God." (Rom. 5:2) `.`Into this grace ." What grace ?
That wonderful position of favor in which we "rejoice in the hop e
of the glory of God." We can't really grasp this at all . All we
know is that God 's thoughts were "us-ward" in making the provi-
sion, for the Apostle Peter explains that by the "exceeding grea t
and precious promises" of God we are made "partakers of the di-
vine nature."—II Pet . 1 : 4

The Holy Spirit
God has also given us his Holy Spirit—another evidence of his

"us-ward" thoughts. And what does the Holy Spirit do for us ?
The Scriptures explain that by it we are begotten to a new hop e
of life; that we are anointed as members of the body of Christ and
thus authorized to . be servants of God; that the Holy Spirit wit-
nesses with our spirits that we are the children of God, and by th e
Holy Spirit we are "sealed unto the day of redemption," or deliver-
ance.—I Pet. 1 : 3 ; Rom. 8 : 16; Eph. 4:30

Yes, God does all these things for us, and more, through th e
operation of his Holy Spirit in our lives . By that Spirit we are
guided in the narrow way ; comforted in our sorrows ; enlightened
when the way seems dark ; strengthened when weary; rebuked
when wayward; and warned when in danger. And how wonder-
ful is the Master's assurance that the Heavenly Father is more
willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask than are earthl y
parents to give good gifts to their children.—Luke 11 :13

God's Armor and Fortress
Even though our feet are firmly established upon the Rock ,

Christ Jesus, we are surrounded by enemies . Satan as a roaring
lion is seeking to destroy us and we have to contend against th e
opposition of the world and also against the foes within, that is ,
our own fallen flesh. But we need not fear. God's "us-'yard"
thoughts provided an armor—an "armor of righteousness on the
right hand and on the left."—II Cor . 6 : 7

Paul tells us that we will need to put on this armor in orde r
to stand in the evil day . (Eph. 6:13) It is the armor of truth, and
it affords complete protection if put on and properly used. There
is the "helmet of salvation "; the "breastplate of righteousness" ; the
"shield of faith"; the "sword of the Spirit, which is the Word o f
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God"; the girdle of truth, and for our feet there is the "preparatio n
of the Gospel of peace." Could we ask for an "armor" more com-
plete than this? Should we not be able to fight the "good fight of
faith" victoriously with such a wonderful . armor ?

And not only has God provided an armor, but a "fortress" also .
David wrote, "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most Hig h
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of
the Lord, he is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I
trust. " (Ps. 91: 1, 2) Surely we can put our trust in the mos t
High, for here we have another reminder of his "us-ward" thoughts ,
another indication that even before he "inclined" toward us and
heard our cry for help, he made every provision whereby we migh t
be victorious, might war a "good warfare " as soldiers of Jesus
Christ .—I Tim . 1 : 18 ; II Tim. 2 : 3

The Throne of Grace
In his "us-ward" thoughts God knew that frequently we woul d

need to commune with him in order to be reassured of his forgive-
ness and love, and to draw upon his grace to help in times of need .
So he made provision for this—arranged that although sinful an d
imperfect, ,and by nature having no claims upon his grace, w e
could, through Jesus ' name, come into his presence to seek forgive-
ness, as well as his guidance and strength .

And not only so, but through his beloved Son, our Heavenly
Father outlined the manner in which we should pray, and the things
for which we should ask . We can pray for the coming of his king-
dom, and for our daily bread—material and spiritual . Through
Christ we can ask for divine forgiveness, provided we forgive thos e
who trespass against us. We can claim his promise not to lead u s
into temptation, but to deliver us from evil—the evil that threaten s
every day, and from this evil world in the "first resurrection," to
live and reign with Christ a thousand years .-Rev. 20 : 6

Yes, God has promised to supply all our needs, and for them all
we can pray . How loving were his thoughts "to us-ward" in mak-
ing the provision of prayer! As new creatures it is our "vital
breath . " It is our line of communication whereby we keep contact
with divine sources of wisdom and strength and courage to go o n
in the narrow way, to continue the "good fight" and to "press down
upon the mark . " Yes, "prayer keeps the Christian's armor bright, "
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wrote the poet, and "even Satan trembles when he sees the weakest
saint upon his knees . "

Truly the Psalmist was right when he said that God's thought s
"to us-ward" are so many and varied that they "cannot be reckone d
up in order," and are "more than can be numbered ." In his love he
thought of all our needs from before the time he called us, eve n
until we reach the end of the way, and beyond that;"provided "glor y
and honor and immortality, eternal life . " (Rom. 2: 7) He incline d
toward us with mercy and love to forgive, to guide, to strengthen, to
protect, to encourage, to comfort, to fill with joy, and to inspire wit h
a heavenly hope . And daily, as he lifts up his countenance upo n
us to give peace and the assurance that his thoughts continue to "us-
ward" he wants us to commune with him that we may become more
intimately acquainted with him and thus rejoice the more that w e
are so richly blessed in being members of his family .

"Lo, I Come "
Verses 7 and 8 of the Psalm are quoted by the Apostle Pau l

and applied to Jesus . (Heb. 10:7, 9) . They describe the Master 's
spirit of consecration—"Lo, I come : in the volume of the Book it is
written of me, I delight to do thy will, 0 my God: yea, thy law i s
within my heart ." Many of the Old Testament promises and
prophecies concerning Jesus apply also to the members of his body ;
that is, they refer to the entire Christ company . It seems reason-
able that the 40th Psalm is one of these. Jesus personally did no t
need to be lifted up out of a horrible pit and from the miry clay ,
but those who become members of his mystical body do thus nee d
to be rescued from sin and condemnation ; so he is represented as
speaking for all those whom he "is not ashamed to call brethren . "

And it was Jesus, the Head of this little company whom the
Heavenly Father so specially loved, who set the example of full de-
votion to God, as represented by the expression, "Lo, I come . . .
to do thy will." This also should be the spirit of our devotion . The
loving-kindness of our God should induce us ever to be more deter-
mined that all our thoughts, words, and deeds will be such only as
are in harmony with his will, hence pleasing to him .

It may be difficult, at times, for our faith to grasp the realit y
of the love of God, and the fulness with which his thoughts have
been "to us-ward . " In this connection it will help if we remember
that Jesus, our Head, was the first to have this love bestowed upo n
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him, and that the Father's love' for us is because we are members o f
The Christ body, all one with the Master. Jesus mentions this in
his prayer on behalf of his body members, saying, "I have declare d
unto them thy name, and will declare it : that the love wherewith
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them." (John 17: 26 )
Let us, then, not doubt that God thinks about us, loves us, and care s
for us. He loved Jesus, who was daily his delight, and Jesus praye d
that this same love be manifested toward us. . Truly we are a fa-
vored people!

God's Loving-kindness Not Concealed
In the Psalm, Jesus is represented as saying, "I have not hi d

thy righteousness within my heart ; I have declared thy faithfulnes s
and thy salvation : I have not concealed thy loving-kindness and th y
truth from the great congregation." (Verse 10) How true this was
of Jesus, the faithful and true Witness . " (Rev. 3 : 14) It should be
true of us ; for he is our example, we are walking in his steps . And
how can we keep from singing the praises of him whose "us-ward"
thoughts have filled our lives with blessings so rich and so bounti-
ful! And especially so since we have learned that he has also mad e
provision for the ultimate blessing of all the families of the earth .

In the 92nd Psalm we read, "It is a good thing to give thank s
unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, 0 most High : to
show forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulnes s
every night." Truly this is a "good thing" to do. Indeed, it is the
only thing we can do if we properly appreciate what the Lord ha s
done for us . And what a joy it is to show forth his praises! An d
we can do this because he has put a "new song" in our mouths, the
new song of truth and righteousness, the song of the divine plan o f
salvation for both the church and the world, the "song of Mose s
the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb ."

It is a wonderful song, a beautiful story of divine love whic h
seems each time we tell it more wonderfully sweet . Let us, then,
not conceal this song in our hearts, but sing it aloud, Aid thus le t
the people near and far know how wonderful is our God, that hi s
loving-kindness will yet be known throughout all the earth . Who
shall not praise thee, 0 God, when thy righteous acts are made
manifest!—Rev. 15 : 4
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"Songs in the Night"

DECEMBER 1
My son, give Me thine heart, and le t

thine eyes observe My ways .—Proverbs
23 :26

WHEN we give our hearts it include s
all that we have and are in the highes t
and noblest and fullest sense . Who-
ever gives his heart to the Lord fully
and unreservedly, gives his body, give s
his worship and reverence and praise ,
and gives his earthly treasure, time ,
talents, influence, money—all—to b e
used in joyful service for the glory o f
the King . . To those who have al -
ready accepted the Lord's favor, wh o
have already presented their bodies liv-
ing sacrifices, who have already give n
the Lord their hearts, we urge a remem-
brance of the fact that the sacrifice
once put upon the altar must re -
main there, and that the longer it re -
mains the more joyful should be th e
service, the more appreciated ever y
opportunity for sacrifice, the more
thankful should be the heart, and the
more rich should be the experience i n
the peace of God which passeth all un-
derstanding, ruling in our hearts an d
preparing us more and more through
the graces of the Spirit for the gloriou s
things which God hath in reservation
for them that so love him and so rever-
ence his Son . —Z '06-15 (Hymn 114 )

DECEMBER 2
Thy people shall be my people, an d

thy God my God.—Ruth 1 :16
LET us with increasing light an d

knowledge and privilege make still fur-
ther progress in all the fruits of the
spirit of love . It is unsafe to neglect
to have the Lord for our God, and t o
neglect to make his people our people .
Acceptance of the Lord means ulti-
mately a change in all of life's inter-
ests and affairs if we would abide in hi s
love and favor. The sacrifice of earthl y
things may cost us tears and heartache s
at first; but eventually we will be more
than compensated—as was Ruth, onl y
in higher, spiritual blessings.— Z ' 02-35 5
(Hymn 12)
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DECEMBER 3
It is the Lord : let him do what seem-

eth him good.—I Samuel 3:1 8
WHOEVER is faithful in speaking the

Word of God from the Bible will hav e
less and less attention from the world-
ly-wise . An ever increasing numbe r
of people are thinking of the works of
creation as having come about by pro-
cesses of evolution . More and more
they are thinking that the Bible is not
the Word of God ; but that the apostles
were merely deluded men, deceived
men ; that Jesus himself did not kno w
what he was doing. They think that
he was a good man, that doubtless God
himself was with him, because of the
good that flowed from his teachings .
And yet they think that they could give
forth better wisdom—these great teach-
ers who would like to make a ne w
Bible after their own heart. In our
own day, the worldly-wise are looking
from the wrong standpoint . They wil l
not recognize what is now taking place
until the sunlight of truth begins to
flood the world. Then, turning about ,
they will perceive the real Sun of
Righteousness, and begin to grasp the
whole situation. We are glad that they
will turn about and take a view of
matters from a different standpoint .
But all who are God's true children ar e
ready to receive God's message from
whatever source it may come to them .
—Z '13-253 (Hymn 257 )

DECEMBER 4
Happy is that people, whose God is

the Lord .—Psalm 144:15
HAPPY are we if we realize the

primary necessity for good desires and
for the rejection of evil desires . Happy
are we if, when the message of God' s
grace came to us as an opportunity o f
return to his favor, we promptly em-
braced and received at his hands justi-
fication by faith, through the merit of
the precious blood . Happy are we if
being thus swept and garnished and de -
livered from the power of the Adver-
sary, we promptly recognized our
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obligation to the Giver of all blessing
and sought relationship with him .
Happy are we if, learning of his will-
ingness to accept the keys of our hearts ,
to accept our will, we should give i t
to him fully, completely, forever !
Happy are we if we maintain this same
attitude of heart purity and desire for
the Lord's will instead of our own, an d
if more and more we allow the Spiri t
of the Lord to fill every nook an d
corner of our hearts and drive out, not
only sin, but every worldly ambition,
that we may be fully and wholly pos-
sessed by the Spirit of our Lord, th e
Holy Spirit! Happy are we if we con-
tinue to manifest meekness, gentleness ,
patience, long-suffering, g o o d n e s s ,
brotherly kindness, peace, love, so tha t
anything which would mar this heav-
enly bliss or quench this holy flame or
offend our Master or lose us his smile ,
would be considered as indescribable
disaster! Happy are we if the joys o f
the Lord thus continue in our heart s
and rule our lives and make us joyfu l
in our pilgrimage toward the heavenl y
city and its glories! Happy are we a s
we find the Spirit of the Lord working
out through our hands and feet an d
tongue and every power to glorify the
name of our Redeemer and to bless his
children and as many others as possibl e
of the groaning creation!—Z '08-36 4
(Hymn 205)

DECEMBER 5
Ye also, as lively stones, are built u p

a spiritual house.—I Peter 2 : 5
THE record tells us that the stones

and timbers of the temple were brought
to the spot all prepared, shaped, and
marked for their several positions, so
that the actual construction was a quiet
one . We read that the parts came to-
gether without the sound of a ham-
mer. The antitype of this is that the
chiseling and polishing and preparing
of God's saints in the present life and
the marking of them for their several
places, by which God sets the various
members in the body as it hath please d
him, will leave the work of the firs t
resurrection a very quiet one, so quie t
that the world is not aware that it i s
now in progress . Thank God it is no t
yet finished, and there is yet hope and
opportunity for some of the consecrated

now living to "make our calling and
election sure," and by the final "change
from glory to glory" to be placed in
the great spiritual temple in the particu-
lar niche or position for which under .
divine providence we shall have bee n
prepared . This resurrection "change"
will make us all glorious and like unto
our Lord and Redeemer, who is the ex -
press image of the Father's person .—
Z '08-376 (Hymn 332 )

DECEMBER 6
No weapon that is formed against the e

shall prosper .—Isaiah 54 :17
LET us as members of the house o f

Sons, accepted in the Beloved, take
from our Father's Word in this text the
strong consolation which he intends it
should give us. -Let our faith trium-
phantly sing, and our joy and rejoicing
in the Lord know no bounds. Accord-
ing unto our faith it will be unto us .
But while it will be on account of our
faith that the Lord will approve of us ,
accept us, and bless us, he has, never-
theless, assured us in advance that
where the tree of faith exists an d
grows, the character development, the
fruitage of the faith will surely als o
abound, and that thus by our work s
(imperfect though they may be) we
shall give evidence of the faith that i s
in us. Such a living faith may wel l
cause rejoicing in the house of ourpil-
grimage, with this assurance that eve n
the machinations of our enemies shall
work out for us blessings, under ou r
Heavenly Father's supervising care ,
wisdom, love, and power . —Z '02-232
(Hymn 149)

DECEMBER 7
If a man say, I love God, and hateth

his brother, he is a liar: for he tha t
loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he
hath not seen?—I John 4 :20

IN OTHER words, the measure of the
love which fills our hearts will find ex-
pression toward our fellow-creature s
who have need of our sympathy and
attention, and if we show ourselves de-
ficient here it will imply a deficiency
of our love for our Creator . If, on the
contrary, we are merciful to others ,
generous, kind, taking pleasure in doing
what we can for the relief of our fellow -
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creatures, especially to the househol d
of faith, this will be an indication of
the spirit which our Lord will appreci-
ate and own if it be accompanied by a
trust in the precious blood of Christ .
Such merciful ones of the Lord's fol-
lowers shall obtain mercy at the Lord' s
hands . He will deal gently with them,
forgiving their blemishes and weak-
nesses in proportion as they have this
spirit of , generosity, forgiveness, towar d
those who . trespass against them .—Z '06 -
203 (Hymn 165 )

DECEMBER 8
Brethren, ye have been called unto

liberty ; only use not liberty for an oc-
casion to the flesh, but by love serve
one another. For all the law is fulfilled
in one word, even in this ; Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as .thyself. But if ye
bite and devour one another, take heed
that ye be not consumed one of an-
other.—Galatians 5:13-1 5

IN OUR text the apostle seems to
imply that such a condition might aris e
even among the Lord's people that som e
would not only be wounded to the ex-
tent of being "bitten" by the harsh-
ness and slander of others, but that th e
tendency to retaliate more or less in
kind would arise, and that it would
mean a general conflict unworthy of
God's children and more nearly re-
sembling a fight among dogs . "Tak e
heed that ye be not consumed one of
another," urges the apostle . What if
in our appreciation of the liberty that
is ours, and of which we know through
the Gospel, we should reach the point
where we would be so contentious for
our liberties, great and small, that we
would consume some brother for who m
Christ died! What if in injuring an -
other the spirit of strife should so re -
act upon us as to poison our own
spiritual lives and we also should b e
consumed—lost as respects the graciou s
things to which the Lord has invited
us and for which we have been runnin g
in the race! Let the apostle's words
ring in our hearts, "Lest ye be con-
sumed one of another ." With this
thought before our minds let us more
and more put on the armor of God to
fight against our own fleshly weaknesses
and to fight for our dear brethren, as-
sisting them by example and by precept
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to war a good warfare also against the
world, the flesh, and the Adversary .—
Z '06-104 (Hymn 198 )

DECEMBER 9
But be ye doers of the Word, and no t

hearers only, deceiving your own selves .
—James 1 :22

TO BE honored with a knowledge
of the divine will and plan is a great
boon, a great blessing ; but it brings a
great responsibility: "To whom much
is given, of him shall much be re-
quired ." We who have heard the voice
of Him that speaketh from heaven ,
speaking peace through Jesus Christ ;
we who, on the strength of this mes-
sage of forgiveness of sins, have bee n
accepted in consecration as member s
of the body of Christ, we have greater
responsibility than have others . To at-
tain the glorious things , to which we
have been invited we must now make
use of the privilege and show our ap-
preciation by obedience to the term s
of the covenant—presenting our bodie s
as living sacrifices to the divine serv-
ice in faithful obedience to righteous-
ness, and in endeavoring to assist
others in the same course. —Z '06-98
(Hymn 65 A)

DECEMBER 1 0
God is , our refuge and strength, a

very present help in trouble.—Psalm
46 : 1

FORTUNATELY for us, this refuge i s
specially intended for those who are
"new creatures in Christ Jesus, " whose
sinful course prior to coming to a
knowledge of the Lord is accounted ,
not as intentional or wilful, but as of
ignorance. Our responsibilities for wil-
ful sin may, therefore, be said to begin
with and keep pace with our knowl-
edge of the divine law. Although ac-
quitted as respects wilful sin whose
penalty would be the second death, it
is necessary that we continue to "abide
in him"—that we .do not put off the
robe of Christ's righteousness. If we
leave the city of refuge, if we abando n
our trust in the precious blood which
cleanseth us from all sin, we becom e
liable again to the demands of justic e
and that without mercy . Divine justic e
is represented in the, avenger, as divin e
mercy is represented in the city of
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refuge, and he who would leave th e
city of refuge necessarily falls into th e
hands of justice ; as again the apostle
explains, "It is a fearful thing to fal l
into the hands of the living God"—to
depart from Christ, to abandon the
mercy and forgiveness which the Fa-
ther has extended toward us, as cul-
prits, through the Beloved One . . . .The
entire arrangement is of God—Justice
is the avenger of sin, and Christ is the
refuge and deliverance ; therefore whil e
acknowledging the Lord Jesus and ap-
preciating very highly his work for us ,
the redemption accomplished throug h
his sacrifice and all the blessings whic h
come from the Father through him, and
thus honoring the Son as we honor th e
Father also, it is nevertheless appro-
priate that we should remember that
all these blessings are of the Fathe r
through the Son .—Z '02-312 (Hymn 137)

DECEMBER 11
Thy faith hath saved thee ; go in

peace.—Luke 7 :50
LET us bear in mind that it was no t

the woman's work that saved her and
brought her the Lord's favor, nor the
ointment, nor the tears, nor the kiss—
it was the faith : "Without faith it i s
impossible to please God." (Heb . 11 :6 )
According to our faith it shall be unto
us . But let us not forget either that
faith must work ; that if it does not
work it is a sure sign that it is dead .
So surely as we have the true faith in
the Lord, so surely good and hones t
hearts will bring forth worship, praise ,
honor, to our Master and Redeemer .
These conditions of our hearts wil l
surely manifest themselves as did th e
woman's, by tears, by services to th e
feet of the Master, by an anointing o f
the most precious perfume that we can
bring .—Z '06-123 (Hymn 174)

DECEMBER 12
He answered and said, It is written,

Man shall not live by bread alone, bu t
by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God .—Matthew 4: 4

OH, HOW wonderful that the grea t
Creator should condescend not only t o
redeem sinners, but to urge, to entice
them to receive his bounties and bless-
ings! From the time the consecration
begins a measure of the Holy Spirit is
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granted, that the consecrated one may,
by a p p l i c a t i o n—by hungering and
thirsting for the words which proceed
out of the mouth of God, and by feed-
ing upon them—be enabled to "compre-
hend with all saints what is the breadth
and length and depth and height, an d
to know the love of Christ which pass-
eth knowledge ." Ah, yes! those who
have heard and have fed upon "the
words which proceed out of the mout h
of God" thus far, find indeed a new life
begun, a new vitality, a new energy—
new hopes, new aims, new ambitions .
"Old things are passed away, " every-
thing is tinged with the glories of the
heavenly things which "eye hath not
seen nor ear heard, neither .hath en-
tered into the heart of man to con-
ceive"—the things which God hath in
reservation for them that love him—
an understanding and appreciation o f
which God, in some measure, gives to
such by his Spirit, which "searcheth al l
things, yea, the deep things of God."
—Z '02-246 (Hymn 21)

DECEMBER 13
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be

ye stedfast, u n m o v e a b l e, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labor
is not in vain in .the Lord .—I Corinthi-
ans 15 :5 8

THE Lord is able to carry us through ,
and he will do it, if we do our part .
But the terms on which the Lord has
received us are that we purpose to
abide faithful . Hence everything de-
pends on our holding fast to this fait h
which we have professed, withou t
wavering, without harboring any doubt s
and fears ; and the basis of our faith
in our ultimate triumph is the assur-
ance that "he is faithful that promised . "
We know that in the Bible there are
"exceeding great and precious prom-
ises" for us. While the Lord tells u s
that there is nothing in ourselves tha t
we can depend on, he assures us that
his grace is sufficient, that his strengt h
is made perfect in our weakness. We
have only to lay hold upon it . If
therefore we hold fast to our faith, we
may obtain all that God has promised .
He will be faithful ; he will not disre-
gard his promises ; he will do all that
he has said .—Z '15-167 (Hymn 180)
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DECEMBER 1 4
Set a watch, 0 Lord, before my

mouth; keep the door of my lips.—
Psalm 141 :3

OUR text presents an important
thought. The Lord's people find the
tongue the most difficult member t o
bring into subjection. And if the
prayer be ,sincere, from the heart, i t
will imply that the petitioner is doing
all in his power in this direction him-
self while seeking the divine aid. And
the divine aid comes in line with this
lesson, and assures us that the lips are
not at fault, that it is the heart that
needs a completion of the regenerativ e
work of the Holy Spirit, for "out of
the abundance of the heart the mout h
speaketh." The lesson here is that
whatever difficulty we have through
our lips needs correction, at the heart .
We need to get our hearts more i n
accord with the heart of the Almighty
—more in tune with the gracious ele-
ments of the divine character, repre-
sented not only in justice towar d
others, but additionally in mercy, love ,
kindness, and benevolence towards all .
—Z '06-82 (Hymn Appendix K )

DECEMBER 15
Be ye therefore followers of God, a s

dear children.—Ephesians 5: 1
OUR exhortation to all who have for-

saken all to follow the Lord is that w e
do not look back, that we estimate tha t
we have made the grandest bargain
imaginable, that we are in the way for
obtaining the grandest prize imagi-
able, together with association with
our Lord in his wonderful work and
with the divine approval. This seems
to be the thought of the apostle
when he urges us to lay aside ever y
weight and entanglement that we ma y
run with patience the race set before
us, looking unto Jesus, the Author o f
our faith, until he shall have become it s
Finisher . Let us as promptly as pos-
sible, at the beginning of our Chris-
tian experience, settle once for all th e
matter of surrendering our wills to b e
followers of the Lamb; let us once for
all arrange as wisely as possible our
temporary affairs and interests in ac-
cordance with the reasonable demands
of others respecting the same, and let
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us then faithfully persevere to the end
of the racecourse . —Z '06-46 (Hymn
Appendix G)

DECEMBER 16
The good ground are they, which i n

an honest and good heart, having hear d
the Word, keep it, and bring forth fruit
with patience .—Luke 8 :15

THE "good ground" class of this para-
ble is ground where the soil is not only
good, but cleared of all noxious weed s
which would prevent the proper growth
of the wheat seed . This condition rep-
resents entire consecration to God .
Everything which would hinder has
been cast out. The cares of this life
are not permitted to enter this hear t
and choke the Word. Such a one has
made a bona fide contract with the Lor d
and knows when he is keeping it ; and
he will keep it. He has the proper
quality or depth of character and mor e
or less of ability . And there is the
special trait of thorough honesty, loyal-
ty .—Z '15-229 (Hymn 150)

DECEMBER 17
For we are saved by hope : but hope

that is seen is not hope : for what a man
seeth, why doth he yet hope for?—
Romans 8 :24

WHAT shall we say of the salvatio n
which is come to those who have trul y
accepted Christ as their Savior, and
who are today rejoicing in him as such ,
and who by faith are seeing the salva-
tion of God begun in their own hearts
and yet to be fully accomplished unde r
the whole heavens? This the apostle
calls the salvation by hope. We are not
saved actually ; we are still surrounded
by sin, pain, sighing, crying, and dying ;
the curse is not yet rolled away . All
that the best of the Lord's people have
received is salvation by hope, by faith .
Yet this anticipation of the future sal-
vation, of the resurrection from th e
dead, of a participation in the glory ,
honor, and immortality of the divine
nature promised to the faithful, is so
strong, so clear, that those who possess
it are enabled to rejoice with joy un-
speakable and full of glory, even in the
midst of trials and difficulties and
weaknesses and unfavorable conditions
incident to the curse upon the race.—
Z '06-12 (Hymn 124)
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DECEMBER 18
For He shall give His angels charge

over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways .
—Psalm 91 :11

OUR text has a good message for u s
all . Whatever may be the difficultie s
of the Lord's children in the near fu-
ture, there will be a special comfort in
remembering that the Lord is able to
make full provision for all his true
hearted ones, and that he will do so .
He will continue to use these agencies ,
and there will be the strengthening of
his people to the end of the way . If
there are any who will not be thus led,
it must be because there is somethin g
wrong in themselves . We should each
see to it that we are of the "thee" class .
"No evil shall come nigh thee ." (Psalm
91 :10) That will mean divine protec-
tion to the very end of our course . —Z
'15-377 (Hymn 328)

DECEMBER 19
Wait on the Lord: be of good courage,

and he shall strengthen thine heart :
wait, I say, on the Lord .—Psalm 27 :14

COURAGE, fortitude, persistency, i n
the service of the Lord are very neces-
sary to the child of God. Such traits
are needful even to the world . Who-
ever lacks these qualities of character
is pretty sure to make poor success in
life . Lack of courage, lack of hope, is
one of the chief causes of failure in the
world. Our text, however, calls atten-
tion, not to the world, but to those wh o
belong to the Lord . The preciou s
promises of God's Word, which are only
for his people, those who are wholly
his, give these every reason for hope ;
they have full authority to be stron g
and of a good courage . The children o f
God will have trials and experience s
similar to those of the world, beside s
experiences and trials peculiar to them
as followers of Christ. These come not
to us in a haphazard way, however, as
to the world, but are under the direct
supervision of the Lord . —Z ' 15-19 0
(Hymn 313)

DECEMBER 20
Without faith it is impossible to please

him: for he that cometh to God mus t
believe that he is, and that he is a re -
warder of them that diligently see k
him.—Hebrews 11 :6

FAITH and obedience are like our tw o
feet . We put one forward, and then
the other, and then the first one for -
ward; and so we develop in faith by
continuing in the spirit of obedience,
following on wherever the Lord points
the way. "We walk by faith and not
by sight." But we have good, tangible
evidences all along our heavenward
journey. Outside of all other evidences ,
the true Christian has in his own per-
sonal experiences abundant proof o f
our Father's love and care . The Mas-
ter said, "Are not two sparrows sold
for a farthing? and not one of the m
shall fall upon the ground without
your Father. . . . But ye are of more
value than many sparrows ." (Matthew
10 :29) As he progresses in the narro w
way the child of God comes to learn th e
fulness of meaning in these words - of
our Lord . —Z '15-199 (Hymn 174)

DECEMBER 2 1
Do all things without murmuring s

and disputhsgs .—Philippians 2:1 4
IN FOLLOWING the Master in th e

narrow way, we are not to murmur as
we go, finding fault with its difficulties
and its narrowness ; -nor are we to dis-
pute respecting it, nor to seek to have
any other way than that which divine
providence marks out before us. On
the contrary, we are to realize and be-
lieve that the Lord knows exactly wha t
experiences are necessary to our de-
velopment in the school of Christ ; that
he is supervising our experiences for
our highest good and his glory, that he
is not forgetful of his promises to those
who are his, but will, as he has prom-
ised, cause "all things [that come to
us in the line of faithfulness] to wor k
together for good" to us . And even our
blunders or stumblings, if properly re-
ceived, will be overruled for our bless-
ing .—Z '15-363 (Hymn 134)

DECEMBER 22
My son, despise not thou the chas-

tening of the Lord, nor faint when thou
art rebuked of hhn .—Hebrews 12:5, 6

IN THE difficult course before us,
and in view of all the dangers that be -
set us, the pitfalls laid for our feet, the
weakness of our own unaided efforts,
how blessed is the promise of our Fa-
ther in heaven to give the Holy Spiri t
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to them that ask him; how precious the
assurance that if we are filled with the
Spirit we shall not fulfil the desires of
the flesh, but shall be enabled to morti-
fy the deeds of the body that we ma y
live! How necessary it is to live very
near to the Fountain of all grace, to
pray without ceasing, and to watc h
with perseverance! If at times we
know not whether to turn to the right
or to the left, know not wherein to
walk, let us lift our hearts to the Lord ,
and wait before him, remembering th e
divine assurance, "Delight thyself also
in the Lord ; and he shall give thee the
desires of thine heart. Commit thy
way unto the Lord ; trust also in him ;
and he shall bring it to pass." "In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths ." (Psalm 37:4, 5 ;
Proverbs 3:6) Thus his dear voice
brings comfort, strength, rest, in th e
midst of all the cares and perplexitie s
of the way. "As many as walk accord-
ing to this rule, peace be on them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God . "—
Z '15-357 (Hymn 208 )

DECEMBER 23
Everyone that is proud in heart i s

an abomination to the Lord .—Proverb s
16 : 5

THE pride mentioned in our text i s
not due to ignorance. It is too great
an appreciation of self . All such pride ,
the Lord tells us, is an abomination i n
his sight . This is not merely that-Go d
does not like it, but that there must
be a reason why he abhors it . No
creature has any real cause for pride .
As the apostle asks, "What have w e
that we have not received from th e
Lord?" We have absolutely nothing .
If we had ten talents instead of one ,
our ability would be nothing to b e
proud of; we did not produce these
talents . On the contrary, they wer e
given to us . But to display the talents
or to boast about them would show that
we thought they were our own, an d
that we were proud because of ou r
possession of them. No man has a
right to be proud because of receiving
something from another . To that ex-
tent he is a debtor, a recipient . In the
case of humanity, we are all recipients
of the Father's favor . All of the bless-
ings of life—both temporal and spirit -
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ual—are of divine provision for us .
And if we have many of these bless-
ings, there is still no occasion for pride .
Pride implies self-sufficiency. Z '15-
174 (Hymn 198 )

DECEMBER 24
Keep thy heart with all diligence, fo r

out of it are the issues of Life .—Proverb s
4 :23

WE SEE the wisdom of the scriptura l
exhortation that the heart needs con-
stant attention, because there are such
important, vital issues in respect to it.
And we see the wisdom in warning of
the danger of permitting the mind and
the conscience to become defiled and
impure . Some might say, "I will b e
very careful about every word I speak, "
Very well so far. But to keep the
tongue would not alone be sufficient to
get eternal life ; for the heart migh t
be quite different from the tongue i n
some cases . One might be able to speak
very smoothly, yet have a deceitful ,
impure heart . Again one might say, " I
will watch my body, and not sin with
it ." But that would not be enough.
We must get down to the source . The
Lord is looking at the desires, the in-
tentions of the heart, in his people .
This needs special watching, becaus e
the heart is the battleground, so grea t
are the issues from it—life or death .
If life, then we desire that we may
have the highest place that God is will-
ing to grant us. And it is ours by
meeting the condition s .—Z '15-247
(Hymn 145)

DECEMBER 2 5
For unto us a Child is born, unto u s

a Son is given : and the government
shall be upon His shoulder : and His
name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
selor, The mighty God, . The everlast-
ing Father, The . Prince of Peace. Isaia h
9 :6

THE birth of Jesus, to be rightly un-
derstood and esteemed, must be con-
sidered from the standpoint of a gif t
of love divine. Any other view of the
matter is merely the casket without
the jewel . The Scriptures give us the
key to the thought : "God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotte n
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life ." (John 3 :16) The world was un-



CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

der sentence of death; mankind had
been dying for more than four thou-
sand years. God had pitied humanity
from the first. Yea, before sin entered ,
divine wisdom saw the end, and would
not have created man, or would not
have permitted the condition which
led to sin and the sentence of death,
had divine wisdom not foresee n
and arranged in advance for human
redemption . God had purposely ar-
ranged the matter so that it woul d
require the death of a perfect man to
redeem Adam and the race which lost
life in and through him. God kne w
from the beginning that no such per-
fect man could be found, because all
men were of adamic stock and had a
share in adamic weakness, imperfec-
tion, and condemnation. From the
beginning God in the divine plan con-
templated that the Only Begotten of
the Father, the Logos, the active agent
of divinity in the work of creation ,
should be granted the great privilege
of being man' s Redeemer, and thereby
securing a great reward—"Glory, hon-
or, and immortality," the divine nature ,
through a resurrection from the dead .
The primary step in man's recover y
necessarily was that the Logos should
be made flesh and dwell among us and
taste death, by the grace of God, for
every man. (John 1 :14 ; Hebrews 2 :9)
It is this first step that we celebrat e
at this season of the year—the birth o f
Jesus . He who was rich for our sake s
became poor, that we through his
poverty might be reclaimed.—Z '12-360
(Hymn 144)

DECEMBER 26
We know that whosoever is born o f

God sinneth not ; but he that is be-
gotten of God keepeth himself, and tha t
wicked one toucheth him not .—I John
5:1 8

THIS thought of setting a watch over
ourselves, of keeping ourselves so tha t
the wicked one cannot touch or injure
us, suggests another thought : The Lor d
himself is the great center of right-
eousness, purity, truth . All who are
on the side of righteousness, purity ,
truth, will shun sin, will 'have n o
fellowship with it; for even if we
should not really enter into sin in
act, if we have any sympathy with
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it, we would be to that extent out
of harmony with the Lord. . In
proportion as we live near to the
Lord, we are under divine protection.
In proportion as we waver in our
loyalty, we come nearer to the Adver-
sary . One might thus endanger him -
self without actually sinning . His heart
might still be true to the Lord, yet he
might be touched by sin by being in-
volved with others in some way.
Therefore the Word of God warns u s
to watch our actions, to watch our
companionship, our conduct, to abide
"in the secret place of the most High, "
to "make straight paths for our feet,"
lest that which is weak and lame b e
turned out of the way . Rather, let it
be healed, by keeping very close to
our God, as far away as possible fro m
the point of danger .—Z '15-237 (Hymn
145)

DECEMBER 27
Pray without ceasing.—I Thessaloni-

ans 5:17
WHEN we come to know that the

Holy Spirit is the influence, the dis-
position of God, then we know what
we are praying for. We want more
and more of the Holy Spirit of God ,
that it may make us more gentle, mor e
kind, more loving ; . we want more and
more of the mind of Christ (mind and
Spirit being used here interchangeably) .
We realize that we must strive to hav e
this mind of Christ. If we day by day
cultivate the spirit of the devil, we
cannot expect ever to attain the min d
of Christ. If we determinedly cultivate
the Spirit, the mind of Christ, then the
spirit of the Adversary can gain n o
entrance into our hearts ; and we shall
become more and more sound in mind .
We come to know more and more the
perfect will of God as we are filled with
his Spirit . Thus we are being pre -
pared for an abundant entrance into
the everlasting kingdom. —Z '15-18 5
(Hymn 104)

DECEMBER 28
The end of the commandment i s

charity [love] out of a pure heart, an d
of a good conscience, and of faith un-
feigned.—I Timothy 1 : 5

WE MAY never attain to the place ,
while we are in the flesh, where we
shall say no word, do not act, to hurt
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a brother. We all have imperfections
that we are striving against. But "the
Lord looketh upon the heart," and no t
at the imperfect execution . If he sees
the earnest endeavor to do his will, he
will cover the deficiencies and imper-
fections with the merit of our Savior .
If we make a mistake, we are to b e
glad to rectify it and to make prope r
apologies and reparation—assuring th e
brother that we did not mean to hur t
his feelings. Or, if under temptation
we felt less concern than we should
about wounding him, we should ask
pardon, confessing our sorrow, and the n
confess our fault at the throne of grace ,
asking forgiveness in Jesus' name . If ,
then, we hope to be of those who wil l
be granted a place with Christ in hi s
throne, let us see to it that by hi s
grace we attain the end of the com-
mandment, the end of the Law, a s
given to the new creation . Let it be
"love out of a pure heart, and a goo d
conscience, and an undissembled faith "
—a love which inspires to the willing ,
joyful sacrifice of every earthly hope
and ambition, and which gladly lay s
down even life itself for the brethren ,
that we may be accounted worthy of
the heavenly inheritance awaiting the
"more than conquerors."—Z '15-26 4
(Hymn 165)

DECEMBER 29
It is high time to awake out of sleep :

for now is our salvation nearer tha n
when we believed.—Romans 13 :11

IT IS possible that some, even of th e
fully consecrated children of God, sur-
rounded with the cares of this life, or
weary of the struggle against sin an d
evil, or somewhat beguiled by the
present things of time and sense, may
have become more or less drowsy, and
so stand in special need of the stirring
exhortation which the apostle in thi s
connection gives to the church—par-
ticularly appropriate today : "It is now
high time to awake out of sleep"! I t
is time for earnest, searching self -
examination, for a more diligent watch-
ing to see that we do not allow the
things of this "present evil world" to
absorb our thoughts and energies to the
imperiling of our heavenly hopes, so
soon to be realized if we remain wholly
faithful to the end. It is highly im-
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portent that we seek for a still close r
walk with God, a more intimate fellow -
ship with him, a more thorough
self-abnegation, a more diligent cross-
bearing, a more faithful conformity
in every respect to the whole will
of the Lord concerning us . And this
will of the Lord, we know, is not
unreasonable, and his grace sufficient
is promised for every day, every hour,
every moment!—Z '15-283 (Hymn Ap-
pendix I)

DECEMBER 30
He shall call upon Me, and I will an-

swer him : I will be with him in trouble ;
I will deliver him, and honor him.—
Psalm 91 :15

THE Lord is ever with his people ;
therefore they should not be discour-
aged . His children have the comfort
and assistance of the letter of the truth
and the spirit of the truth . But they
have all these blessings only in pro -
portion as they are willing to exercise
faith ; for the glories promised are no t
yet theirs in reality; these are their s
only by promise now, "I will deliver
him and honor him." The deliverance
of the Lord's saints, in the fullest sens e
of the word, will be by their partici-
pation in the first, chief resurrection.
Our Lord Jesus was delivered from all
his trials and afflictions when he was
raised from the dead . The promise to
the church also is that we shall be de-
livered when our resurrection "change "
shall come to us. "Sown in weakness, "
we shall be "raised in power" ; sown
an animal body, we shall be "raised a
spiritual body ." This will be the full
deliverance, and with it will come th e
promised honor and exaltation. Ther e
are deliverances, of course, for th e
children of God at the present time ,
according to our need . And the Lord
gives us a certain kind of honor, but
not usually the kind of honor that the
world appreciates. This honor may
come mixed with such tribulation as
would make it not desirable in the
world's eye. But the honor that will
come to the saints in the end will be
such as all will know and will appre-
ciate . All the members of Christ will
share in the kingdom glories and hon-
ors with their Head. He and the mem-
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bers of his body glorified will reign in
the Father's kingdom, and will be as-
sociated together throughout all eternit y
in ' the great work of God.—Z '15-25 8
(Hymn 149)

DECEMBER 31
When He giveth quietness, who then

can make trouble?—Job 34 :29
HOW precious are such assurance s

when the soul is painfully conscious of
its infirmities, of its utter inability to
fully measure up to the perfect law of
righteousness! How blessed it is to
know that when our hearts are loyal
and true, our God does not mark
against us the unavoidable blemishes
of our earthen vessel! If we come daily
to him for cleansing, through the merits
of our Redeemer, our failures are no t
imputed to us, but freely forgiven and

washed away . The perfect righteous-
ness of our Savior is our glorious dress ,
arrayed in which we may come to Go d
with humble boldness, courage—even
into the presence of the great Jehovah,
the King of kings and Lord of lords .
If thus God ignores the infirmities of
our flesh, and fully receives us and
communes with us as his dear children ,
we should so regard one another, con-
sidering not and charging not against
one another the infirmities of the flesh,
which each humbly confesses, an d
which they, like us, are earnestly en-
deavoring to overcome by the grace o f
God, to the best of their ability . To
each one of the Lord's true children
the words of the apostle apply: "If Go d
be for us, who can be against us?"—Z
'15-345 (Hymn 201 )

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXT S
DECEMBER 7—"When He was reviled,
[He] reviled not again ."—I Peter 2 :23
(Z . '01-298 . Hymn 197 )
DECEMBER 14—"Blessed are the merci -
ful: for they shall obtain mercy." —
Matthew 5 :7 (Z. '01-332 ; '00-70. Hymn 95)

DECEMBER 21—"Who is worth y?"+ —
Revelation 5 :2 (Z. '02-333. Hymn 167 )
DECEMBER 28—"He shall drink of the
brook in the way : therefore shall H e
lift up the head ."—Psalm 110 :7 (Z . '02-
14 . Hymn 151)

Every week groups of earnest Christians throughout many parts o f
the world meet together for prayer, praise, and testimony, using these
texts as a basis for their meditations . There may be such a gathering in
your district ; if so, we will, upon request, be glad to inform you con-
cerning the time and place.

Lo, the days are hastening on
By prophet bards foretold ,

When with the ever circling years
Comes 'round the age of gold ;

When peace shall over all the eart h
Its ancient splendor fling,

And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.
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Universal Peace

Luke 2:14 reads: "Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace ,
good will toward men ." You have
referred to this text as a proof that
universal peace is to be established
on this earth. To me this appears
hopeless. Do you not see in this
text a promise of peace within the
hearts of those who are "men of
good will" ; for do not Christians
now enjoy such peace of heart ?

THE account of the Master' s
birth as it was heralded to the
shepherds of Bethlehem is an as-
surance of peace to all those whom
God favors, either in this age or in
the age to come . The Christian
who is devoted to the Lord enjoys
a peace of heart that the worldly
person does not have . The Master
promised him this, saying: "Peace
I leave with you, my peace I giv e
unto you: not as the world giveth,
give I unto you . Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it b e
afraid ." (John 14:27) This gift
of peace is beyond human under -
standing, but every Christian
knows that such peace is able to
keep the heart and mind at res t
amidst the storms of life.—Phil . 4 : 7

But to see no more than this in
the angel's message is to miss a
great truth. In verses 10 and 1 1
we read: "And the angel said unto
them, Fear not : for, behold, I bring
unto you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people, fo r
unto you is born this day in the
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city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord." We cannot re-
strict the blessings which come
through the Savior to the church
alone, for the record is clear that
they will be extended to "all" peo-
ple. One of these blessings i s
peace .

None should permit the erron-
eous teachings of the creeds to
hinder an appreciation of the ex-
tent of the joy and blessing and
peace that will result from Jesus'
being the Savior of us all . The
Prophet Isaiah, under inspiratio n
of the Holy Spirit, glimpsed th e
far-reaching result of Christ's reign
when he recorded the prophec y
which is so often heard at Christ-
mas time: "For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given : and
the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall b e
called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Fa-
ther, The Prince of Peace . Of the
increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to estab-
lish it with judgment and with jus-
tice from henceforth even for ever .
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this. "—Isa. 9 :6, 7

Surely our Master wished to im-
press us with the hope of peace to
come to all those who accept him
in the future age, when he taugh t
us to pray, "Thy kingdom come .
Thy will be done in earth, as it i s
in heaven."—Matt. 6 :10
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As another assurance that uni-
versal peace is not "hopeless," th e
Psalmist says; "He maketh wars to
cease unto the end of the earth; he
breaketh the bow, and cutteth th e
spear in sunder; he burneth the
chariot in the fire . Be still, and
know that I am God : I will be ex-
alted among the heathen, I will b e
exalted in the earth . "—Ps. 46 :9, 10

The Spirit of God
John 16:13, 14, reads: "Howbei t

when. he, the Spirit of truth, i s
come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of
himself ; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he
will show you things to come . He
shall glorify me: for he shall re-
ceive of mine, and shall show it
unto you." If, as you state, the
Holy Spirit is not a person, but
merely the power of God, why is
the personal pronoun used con-
stantly in this text when referring
to it?

IF IT were not for the general
misunderstanding that the Holy
Spirit is a person, it would be easy
to comprehend why the Scriptures
use the masculine pronoun in re-
ferring to the Spirit of God. God
is always spoken of in the mascu-
line and this is proper as he is the
Author and Source of all life . It
is also proper to attribute to hi s
power, his influence, his Holy
Spirit, the same masculine gender .
But this should not be used in an
effort to prove that the Holy Spirit ,
the power of God, is another per -
son, another God, or another par t
of a triune God.

In this text, the Greek word
from which the English word "he"

is translated is the word ekeinos.
This word with equal authority
can be translated "it," and is s o
translated in I John 5 :16. And the
Greek word "heautou" translated
in this text, "himself," in nine oth-
er texts is translated, "itself . "

The sooner we, as Christians ,
realize that the doctrine of the
Trinity came into Christian teach-
ings as a compromise with heathen-
dom, and paganism's multiplicity
of gods, the sooner we will be abl e
to appreciate the clear expressio n
of the Apostle Paul, as he record s
the fundamental truth in these
words: "But to us there is but one
God, the Father, of whom are al l
things, and we in him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him." (I Cor .
8 :6) The Holy Spirit is the Heav-
enly Father's holy power, his in-
fluence used to accomplish his
purpose in all things . "For as
many as are led by the Spirit o f
God, they are the sons of God."—
Rom. 8 :14

Enlightenment Necessar y
In Romans 10:13 we read : "For

whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved."
This text is such a plain statement
that it seems impossible of mis-
understanding. Does it not teac h
that whosoever wills has an oppor -
tunity for salvation in this life ?
Why, then, do you not so teach?

MANY, like our questioner, hav e
read this text and have understood
it to teach that everyone, every-
where, from father Adam until the
present time, has had his oppor-
tunity to obtain eternal salvation.
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We do not believe this text war-
rants any such conclusion becaus e
of the text which follows ; for the
Apostle Paul continues his state-
ment by saying : "How then shal l
they call on him in whom they
have not believed? and how shal l
they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher? "

The Gospel of salvation was not
preached at all before Jesus came,
for of him it is written that he
"hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immortality to
light through the Gospel." (II Tim .
1:10) And since the first advent ,
millions more have died without
having even heard of Jesus Christ .
Even now thousands die every day
who have never heard of the Savior
of mankind, and yet it is written :
"Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved ." (Acts
4:12) Another thing that should
be noted is that the text does no t
state that everyone has the op-
portunity in this life to call upo n
the Lord, but merely that "who-
soever" does call upon his name ,
the same shall be saved.

To fully comprehend the apos-
tle's thought in this text we must
consider his discourse as a whole .
In Romans, chapters 9, 10, arid 11 ,
he is reasoning from the prophe-
cies of the Old Testament, show-
ing that these prophecies teac h
that the Gospel is to be preache d
to all the world, not to Israel only,
as some of the Jewish converts ha d
imagined.

Before the conversion of Cor-
nelius, who was a Gentile, the
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Jews held a special place in the
divine purpose for the selection o f
the church, but because of thei r
unbelief, and their rejection o f
the Master, this favor was lost to
them, and the Gentiles were given
the privilege of sonship. This, of
course, did not mean that afte r
favor was extended to the Gen -
tiles, no Jew, as an individual ,
could be called of God, and in turn
call upon the name of the Lord
and receive the blessings of son-
ship ; for in Romans 10 :12 we are
told that there is "no difference
between the Jew and the Greek
[Gentile] : for the same Lord ove r
all is rich unto all that call upon
him." But let us keep in mind
that underlying their calling upon
the Lord during this Gospel dis- '
pensation rests the great truth that
first they must be called of God ,
made "partakers of the heavenly
calling ."—Heb. 3 :1 ; I Cor. 1 :26-31 ;
Eph. 4 :1-4

How thankful we should be that
salvation is not only for those wh o
are "called to be saints" during
this Gospel age . (Rom. 1 :7 ; I Cor .
1 :9) When the church is complete,
this "Gospel of peace," these "glad
tidings of good things" will be
preached to every creature, and
then the scripture will be fulfilled
which says : "And the Spirit and
the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come . And let
him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take th e
water of life freely ."—Rev . 22 :1 7

Paul's Thorn in the Fles h
II Corinthians 12:7, reads as fol-

lows: "And lest I should be ex-
alted above measure through the
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abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the
flesh, the messenger of Satan to
bpffet me, lest I should be exalted
above measure ." What was the
Apostle Paul's "thorn in the flesh" ?

WE DO not know with certainty
what the apostle referred to when
he spoke of his "thorn in the flesh, "
for nowhere in the Bible is thi s
information given . It has been
surmised, and we think with some
logic, that he may have referre d
to his poor eyesight, which was the
source of much trial and many in-
sults . As Saul of Tarsus (which
was his name before his conver-
sion) was on the road leading to
Damascus, where he was going in
order to persecute the Christian s
in that place, the Lord appeared t o
him as a great light, "above the
brightness of the sun" (Acts 26 :13) ,
and for three days he was blind ,
after which he received his sight
again, but we are not assured that
his sight was completely restored .

There are several reasons why it
is believed that the Apostle Paul
had poor eyesight. Although an
educated man, he seldom wrote hi s
own epistles . A notable excep-
tion was his letter to the Gala-
tians; although much shorter tha n
some of the others, he said con-
cerning it: "Ye see how large a
letter I have written unto you with
mine own hand." (Gal. 6:11)
Some translators believe this verse
to be an apology for using such
large characters in writing, as is
done by those- who are semiblind .
This verse in Moffatt's translation
reads : "See what big letters I

make, when I write you in my own
hand ."

Another text which leads to. the
conviction that his poor eyesight
was his "`thorn in the flesh" is
Galatians 4 :13-15, which reads :
"Ye know how through infirmity
of the flesh I preached the Gospe l
unto you at the first. And my
temptation which was in my flesh
ye despised not, nor rejected ; but
received me as an angel of God ,
even as Christ Jesus. Where is
then the blessedness ye spake of ?
for I bear you record, that, if i t
had been possible, ye would hav e
plucked out your own eyes, and
have given them to me . " This text
has meaning only as we recognize
that his eyesight was defective .

Far more important than being
sure of what was his "thorn in the
flesh," is to be able to learn, in hi s
victory, a lesson for our own good .
The apostle had compared the
"abundance of the revelations"
which he had received, with the
reproaches and insults which ha d
come to him as " a result of his
"thorn in the flesh," and had
learned that when he was wea k
within himself, he looked to th e
Lord and received strength ; and
so, he concluded : "Most gladly
therefore will I glory in my in-
firmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me."—II Cor . 12 : 9

Let us use the apostle's experi-
ence for our own benefit. When
we have peculiar trials, whose
necessity is not clearly discerned ,
let us also claim the promise : "My
grace is sufficient for thee : for my
strength is made perfect in weak-
ness ."—Verse 9
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„ N
ore Blessed to Giv e

THE Apostle Paul quotes Jesus as saying that "it is more
blessed to give than to receive . " (Acts 20:35) These words

of the Master have been much misused by those who, because of a
wrong conception of the Lord 's service, suppose that he wants the m
to beg for money in his name. Although we do not know the cir-
cumstances under which Jesus spoke these words, there is quite a
possibility that he was not referring specifically to the giving o f
money, but discussing the matter of giving as a principle—a prin-
ciple which reflects the divine quality of love . When this principle
is operative in the lives of the Lord's people, whether their giving .
is of money, or time, or strength, or influence, or sympathy, or i n
some other way, it has always proven to be "more blessed" than
merely to be the recipients of favors from others .

At this season of the year, millions experience the blessing tha t
results from giving, while those who know the Lord and are ac-
quainted with his plan are reminded of how wonderfully the divine
principle of giving was manifested by our Heavenly Father in send-
ing his beloved Son to be the Redeemer and Savior of the world .
These also see this principle of divine love exemplified in Jesus ,
in that he willingly gave his life for us . Being rich in the glory
which he had with his Heavenly Father before the world was, h e
became poor, that we through his poverty might become rich . We
who are following in his footsteps, seeing the Heavenly Father' s
spirit of giving thus exemplified, endeavor to be like Jesus and lik e
our God; and in this effort we find joy—the joy of the Lord, th e
joy that comes from thinking first of others and of what we can give
or do to bring blessings into their lives .

We know, of course, that December 25 is not the correct dat e
of Jesus' birth, as he was born at approximately the first of October .
However, this does not prevent our rejoicing in the love of Go d
which prompted such an "unspeakable gift," nor should it hinde r
us from appreciating the display of good will that seems spontane -
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ously to influence so many at this season of the year . While we
know that much of it is merely in the nature of a veneer, yet while
it lasts it helps us to appreciate in some measure what the worl d
will be like when genuine good will fills the hearts .of all, not for a
few days only, but for all time .

While we should appreciate the noble qualities of those wit h
whom we come in contact, and should do good unto all men as w e
have opportunity, our chief concern during the Christmas season ,
as at all other times, should be along spiritual lines, and our greatest
privileges of service are those which pertain to the truth and our
brethren. Just as it gives one great joy to realize the happiness that
a simple gift may bring to another, a still greater and more abidin g
blessing is ours in knowing that in some small way we have helpe d
to enrich the life of another with the truth, with a knowledge of the
love of God as manifested through the divine plan of the ages .

When we associate the Christmas spirit of giving with our
privileges in connection with the service of the truth, we realize
that it is something that can and does last for more than a few days ,
that the "more blessed" experience of giving is a continuous well -
spring of joy which makes the Christian 's life a happy one all the
year round. Indeed, our joy now should be a deeper one because
of knowing that throughout the year our sacrifices have helped t o
gladden the hearts of others with a knowledge of the truth .

We cannot do otherwise than thank God and rejoice as we loo k
back over the experiences of the year now drawing to a close, fo r
the spirit of giving, and especially of co-operation in giving, has re -
sulted in many thousands learning something about the love of Go d
as revealed through the divine plan . Nearly ten thousand of these
have, within the year, subscribed to The Dawn, and are now regu-
lar readers of the truth as well as listeners to the "Frank and
Ernest" broadcasts . There is none of us who would not make al -
most any sacrifice in order to help just one person grasp even a
portion of the truth, but by our united efforts this blessing has bee n
brought to many thousands. Should not the knowledge of this
fact be as a wonderful Christmas gift to all of us, and does not th e
joy which comes from this knowledge more than confirm the word s
of the Master that it "is more blessed to give than to receive"?

As all the friends know, the kingdom message is now goin g
out weekly over the Mutual Network . Counting those in Canada
and Europe, and the non-network stations in the United States ,
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there are now 350 stations broadcasting the truths of the divine pla n
every week. Surely this is a great joy to the hearts of all who lov e
the truth and want others to know about it! Only by the Lord' s
overruling providences and blessing could this be done. The im-
pelling power of the Lord's Spirit filling the hearts of his people ha s
made this wide witness of the truth possible . How glad we are to
be numbered among those to whom the Lord has given this honor .

Opportunity in Asia
And now another door has opened—or, we might better say the

same door of service has opened wider . In the Lord 's providence;
the opportunity has been offered to broadcast the "Frank an d
Ernest" programs over three very powerful stations on the Islan d
of Formosa . These stations are controlled by the Chinese National-
ist Government, but a limited portion of their time has been allotte d
to American sponsored broadcasts, and the "Frank and Ernest"
programs were among the limited number accepted .

These programs will be in English, and identical with thos e
heard in America . The Formosa stations can be heard all over
China, Japan, and Korea; also, and especially well, in the Philippine
Islands. In all these countries there are many thousands who spea k
English, many of whom are professing Christians who learned th e
English language from missionaries . In addition to these thousands
of natives who will hear and understand, there are also throughou t
this whole vast area many thousands of Americans and Britons wh o
are serving either as missionaries or army personnel, and other s
living there on account of business interests, etc . Large numbers
of these are regular listeners to "Radio China, " as these Formosa
stations are called .

As all know, Hong Kong, China, is a British Crown Colony, an d
a large proportion of the population is British . These will now be
reached by the kingdom message. One of the stations on Formosa
which will carry the programs, broadcasts on a shortwave band, an d
should be heard in India. Indeed, there is a radio station right on
the border of India on which time is available, if we see the wa y
clear to take on the extra load . As for the Formosa stations, they
will begin broadcasting the kingdom message some time early in
December—or as soon as transcriptions arrive . The time will be
10:00 P. M. Sundays, Formosa time; and 9 P . M ., East China Coast
Time ; which we think is very favorable for that part of the world .
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The indications were so clear that the Lord was opening the
door for the truth to be heard throughout much of Asia, we fel t
that, although it involved additional costs, we would by faith enter
the door, believing that the funds would be available to continue the
witness there as long as it was his will.

The Message Reaching Italy
Some time ago mention was made of the opportunity to broad-

cast the kingdom message into Italy in the Italian language . The
arrangements for this effort are now completed . The contract has
been signed with Radio Monte Carlo, and the first Italian transla -
tions of "Frank and Ernest"—"Franco and Onesto "-have been
recorded, and should be on the air by the first of December.' Radio
Monte Carlo is heard wonderfully well in Italy—just as we hea r
our own local stations—thus many there will have their first op-
portunity to hear the truth.

Only since the close of the second global war has ther e
been any freedom in Italy for the truth to be heard . Considerable
Italian truth literature has been sent into Italy during recent years ,
and there are now several classes of Bible Students over there .
These—all very young in the truth—will be nourished and en-
couraged by the broadcasts from Monte Carlo in addition to the
fact that a general witness will be given. Again we say, it is the
Lord's doing.

Neither human wisdom nor influence could open these doors
of opportunity for broadcasting the kingdom message . We "stand
all astonished with wonder" as we realize what the Lord is doing .
And, trusting him to lead and strengthen us as he indicates each
new step, let us unitedly, and with our only desire that of glorifyin g
him, enter these doors of opportunity, rejoicing in every additional
privilege of showing forth the praises of him who has called us ou t
of darkness into his marvelous light.

The Broadcast Schedule
In order to save space, the broadcast schedule which appeare d

in the October issue of The Dawn, and the more complete listin g
which later appeared in the Bible Students News, did not show th e
frequencies of the stations . We have received many requests that
the kilocycles of each station be shown, so this will be done fro m
now on. In the center of this issue will be found the up-to-dat e
schedule, including the foreign stations which now carry the mes -
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sage. This schedule may be removed if desired, without inter-
ferring with the sequence of the article which carries through th e
center pages of The Dawn. Due to the amount of space it requires ,
we will not publish this schedule every month—possibly not mor e
than every third month . However, for those who may have use fo r
them, additional copies of the schedule are available .

We continue to get wonderfully encouraging reports from th e
friends who are able to visit those who have requested literature .
This work has in many instances been a great blessing to thos e
visited, and because it is more blessed to give than to receive, it ha s
been even a greater blessing to the brethren who have made th e
calls . Perhaps there are more who could be enjoying the rich bless-
ing of giving in this way.

Another Yea r
So we come to the end of another year, a blessed year of re-

joicing in the Lord and in the privilege of working together in hi s
service . We know not what 1951 holds for us in the way of experi-
ences . There will be many joys, and there will be trials also . Let
us pray that the Lord will keep us humble in our joys and patientl y
faithful in our trials . And may our faith ever be strong to believ e
that the Lord knows exactly what is best for us, and that he wil l
give his very best to those who leave the choice with him .

While we cannot see in detail what lies ahead, we are confiden t
that God's dealings with us will be in keeping with the great funda-
mentals of his character. We know it will be just as true in 195 1
as it has been in 1950 that it will be more blessed to give than t o
receive . And God will continue to shower his blessings upon us a s
we endeavor to be like him, and our joys will daily increase .

We know, too, because he has promised it, .that the Lord will
not permit us to be tested above that which we are able to bear .
We know that if we ask him, he will give us wisdom from above to
guide our footsteps in the right way—the way in which Jesus
walked. We know that to the extent we are emptied of self and as k
him to fill us with his Spirit, he will do so, for thus he has promised ,
and all his promises are sure .

We know that the Lord will supply all our needs according to
the riches of his grace in Christ Jesus . What more could we ask ?
Let us, then, go forward with courage, and, clothed in the armo r
of righteousness, be assured that he will give us victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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" Teach MI Nations "

1Il O SHARE what we have with
others is the very essence of the
Spirit . of God and of Christ ; and
especially is this true relative to
the spiritual things with which w e
have been blessed. This lesson i s
uniformly taught throughout the
divine Revelation. For instance ,
on being commanded not to speak
or teach in the name of Jesus ,
Peter, and John replied : "We can-
not but speak the things we have
seen and heard ."—Acts 4 :18-20

To emphasize this same point ,
Paul, after quoting from Psalm
116 :10, " I believed, and therefore
have I spoken," adds, "We also be-
lieve, and therefore speak ."
(II Cor. 4 :13) And the Master ,
addressing his disciples after they
had been endowed with special
powers to heal, said : "Freely ye
have received, freely give ."—Matt.
10 : 8

An interesting example of this
principle is seen in Ezekiel 40 :4 .
Fourteen years after the city o f
Jerusalem was overthrown in 60 6
B. C. (Ezek. 40:1), the Prophe t
Ezekiel, who was living in Babylon
at the time, received a special reve-
lation from God. He was lifted up
and carried in spirit into the lan d
of Israel, . and there saw stretching
out before him a huge structure ,
"like the frame of a city" (vs. 2)
—the temple of God . And then
the significant statement is made :
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"Declare all that thou seest to the
house of Israel ."—Verse 4

Is not this experience of th e
prophet very similar to the experi-
ence of the Lord's people at the
present time? Have we not been
brought out of the Babylonian
confusion of the nominal church ,
and in spirit brought into the pres-
ent inheritance of the saints typi-
fied by the land of Israel ; lifted up
by the power of the Holy Spirit
( "risen with Christ"), and then
shown, stretching out before us a
huge spiritual structure—the grea t
divine plan of the ages, the most
important feature of which is th e
temple of God, the Christian
church and her work, present and
future!—I Cor . 3 :1 6

Having been blessed with this
"light of the knowledge of the
glory of God" (II Cor. 4 :6), we now
have the privilege of declaring t o
others of God's professed peopl e
what we have seen and heard . The
love of Christ constrains us to do
this . That we should share with
others the blessings, temporal or
spiritual, we ourselves have re-
ceived, is again enjoined by Paul
in II Corinthians 9 :7-11 . Quoting
from Psalm 112 :9, he says: "As i t
is written, He hath dispersed
abroad; he hath given to the poor ;
his righteousness remaineth fo r
ever." Paul then makes the fol-
lowing forceful and beautiful com-
ment: "And he that supplieth see d
to the sower and bread for food ,
shall supply and multiply your
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seed for sowing, and increase the preparation for the work of th e
fruits of your righteousness ; ye earthly phase of the kingdom. This
being enriched in everything unto is clearly intimated by the prophe t
all liberality, which w o r k e t h when he says : "The days come, . . .
through us thanksgiving to God." that the plowman shall overtake
—II Cor. 9 :10, 11, R. V .

	

the reaper, and the treader of
grapes [shall overtake] him tha t
soweth seed ."—Amos 9 :13

The same thing is borne out b y
the Psalmist, who, after telling
of the rejoicing which came to Is-
rael after her deliverance fro m
Babylonian captivity (picturing the
deliverance of spiritual Israel from
captivity to mystic Babylon—Rev .
18 :4) says: "They that sow in tear s
shall reap in joy . He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing pre-
cious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him."—Ps . 126 :5, 6

Ere the night comes wherein no.
man can work, let us use the op-
portunities for service the Lord
places within our reach . Having
been ourselves well fed at the
Lord's table, let us make use of
every opportunity to carry por-
tions to those who have not yet
partaken of the joys of the Lord .—
Isa . 25 :6; Neh. 8 :10

The most momentous event o f
all time is at the door—the estab-
lishment on earth of Messiah' s
kingdom for the blessing of all th e
families of the earth with restitu-
tion. Let us comfort the poor
groaning creation with the goo d
news that deliverance is at hand .

"Tell the whole world these blessed tidings ;
Speak of the time of rest that nears ;

Tell the oppressed of every nation,
Jubilee lasts a thousand years."

Reverting once more to Ezekiel' s
temple, it is noticeable that Jehovah
does not personally explain to th e
prophet the various details relat-
ing to the temple, but he is
brought in contact with a ma n
"with a line of flax in his hand ,
and a measuring reed," (Ezek. 40 :
3) and he does the explaining,
measuring, and showing him th e
size of the courts, gates, etc .

This closely foreshadows the
Lord's method of teaching his peo-
ple; and specially has this been hi s
method during the closing year s
of this Gospel age : a human in-
strumentality has been used to re -
veal the great divine plan of the
ages, with its times and seasons .
(Luke 12 :42-44) Blessed are they
who have been willing to receive
the Lord's instruction in the way
he has been pleased to give it . And
having thus been richly blessed, let
us seek to sow the good seed of
truth in the hearts of others .

Let us remember the twofold
work to be done at this time : (1 )
A gathering of the children of the
kingdom, by thrusting in the sickl e
of truth (Matt. 13 :30) ; (2) a seed-
sowing work among the people in
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To Us the Scriptures
That the church is "the temple of the living God"- -

peculiarly "his workmanship" ; that its construction has
been in progress throughout the Gospel age—ever sinc e
Christ became the world's Redeemer and the chief corne r
stone of this temple, through which, when finished, God' s
blessings shall come "to all people," and they find acces s
to him .—I Cor . 3 :16, 17; Eph . 2 :20-22; Gen . 28 :14; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing o f
consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin pro-
gresses, and when the last of these "living stones," "elec t
and precious," shall have been made ready, the grea t
Master Workman will bring all together in the first resur-
rection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and
be the meeting place between God and men throughou t
the Millennium.—Rev. 15 :5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the worl d
lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God
tasted death for every man," "a ransom for all," and wil l
be "the true light which lighteth every man that comet h
into the world," "in due time ."—Heb. 2:9; John 1 :9;
I Tim . 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her
Lord, "see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divin e
nature," and share his glory as his joint-heir .—1 John 3 :2 ;
John 17:24 ; Rom. 8:17 ; ll Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfectin g
of the saints for the future work of service; to develop i n
herself every grace ; to be God's witness to the world ; and
to prepare to be the kings and priests in the next age . —
[ph. 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14; Rev . 1 :6; 20 :6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's
millennial kingdom—the restitution of all that was lost i n
Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands o f
their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all the wil-
fully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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