
Lesson 74

The Apostle Paul

This man is my cho sen instru ment to carry my name
before the Gen tiles and their kings and before the peo ple 
of Israel.—Acts 9:15

As the early church grew, dea cons were selected to share the
.work of car ing for the needs of the breth ren (Acts 6:1-6).

Ste phen, a dea con, “a man full of God’s grace and power, did
great won ders and mirac u lous signs among the people” (Acts
6:8). He was stoned to death for his beliefs. A man named Saul
was pres ent at the ston ing, hold ing the coats of the assail ants.
Ste phen was the first to die as a Chris tian mar tyr.

Saul thought he was help ing God’s cause by con sent ing to the
ston ing and putt ing in prison oth ers be cause they loved Jesus and 
were telling oth ers about him.

Saul was sin cere and zeal ous about what he was doing—he
believed it was God’s will. When Jesus appeared to Saul on the
road to Damas cus, he told Saul he was wrong and what a priv i -
lege he would have by fol low ing God’s true teach ings. Because
Saul’s heart was right, he con verted to Chris tian ity and spent the
rest of his life serv ing God. His zeal and faith were so great he was
cho sen to be the twelfth apos tle. He had more visions and rev e la -
tions than the oth ers and wrote many let ters to the churches that
later became books of the New Tes ta ment. His let ters are called
epis tles.

On his first mis sion ary jour ney, Saul’s name was changed to
Paul. He was the apos tle to the Gen tiles and went into many coun -
tries preach ing the gos pel. Never does he (or any of the oth ers)
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teach of a fiery hell or tor ment for any body. He em pha sized that
Jesus must come a sec ond time, and then reign until he has put all 
ene mies under his feet. He taught the res ur rec tion of the just and
the unjust, and many other doc trines.

The power of the truth in Paul’s life was great and we are richer
in learn ing and faith because of his writ ings.

Paul made sev eral mis sion ary jour neys. He suf fered greatly
because of his fear less and cou ra geous preach ing, writ ings, and
trav els. He sac ri ficed his life every day in the ser vice of God; he
was stoned, beaten, starved, frozen, almost drowned, ship -
wrecked, and finally beheaded.

Even though Paul never met Jesus in the flesh, his con ver sion
was com plete and his life was one of self-sac ri fice! What an exam -
ple he was to all the fol low ers of Jesus Christ through out the Gos -
pel age.

Jesus appeared to Saul
and con verted him to Chris tian ity.
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