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century wars over the opium trade . And it ushered
in a time of uncertainty concerning whether China
would honor its pledge to maintain Hong Kong' s
way of life largely unaltered for the next 50 years .

"For many ordinary people in the streets of
Hong Kong, this was a time of celebration, not
necessarily over the departure of the British or th e
arrival of the new masters from Beijing, but for th e
experience of witnessing a big moment in history . "

On other news broadcasts of the event, promi -
nent Chinese people were interviewed as to thei r
reactions. All expressed satisfaction at having thi s
small island of former Chinese territory returned to
China, but many were concerned that the new rul-
ers would impose a government of constraint and
loss of civil liberties. This indeed came quickly as
the elected legislature was abolished, and a Beijing-
appointed body of lawmakers took its place, rollin g
back a range of Hong Kong's civil liberties .

HOW HONG KONG BECAME BRITIS H

What started Hong Kong on the road to promi -
nence and worldwide attention was a black page i n
British history . During the years from 1839 to
1842, a conflict known as the Opium War took place
between Great Britain and China. China had im-
posed restrictions on foreign trade which prohib-
ited any importation of opium. Opium, as a drug,
had entered China from India, where it had been
brought by Muslims . The Chinese government de-
stroyed opium in Canton belonging to British mer-
chants, and the British responded by attackin g
several coastal cities . China was unable to resis t
modern arms, and was easily defeated. The treaty
of Nanking opened several ports to British trade



and residence, and Hong Kong was ceded to Brit-
ain .

The scenario of that time would be equivalen t
today to one where Colombian drug lords woul d
have enough power to force the United States t o
accept their trade in cocaine .

In the United States people are all too wel l
aware of the devastation caused by the use of addic-
tive drugs. In spite of laws passed making the im-
portation of such drugs illegal, and the efforts o f
customs and drug enforcement agencies to preven t
the importing of cocaine and heroin, it is a losing
battle, as drug lords find ingenious ways of bringin g
such contraband into this country undetected .
This, in effect, was the battle that China was wag-
ing against opium when their government was
overwhelmed by the British .

One might ask how Great Britain, a Christian
nation, could do this to a heathen nation? There
were at that time some in Great Britain who were
interested in bringing Christianity to China . Ear-
lier, around 1807, Robert Morrison, representin g
the London Missionary Society, started this work .
Obviously, the London Missionary Society had little
influence on the British government during the
Opium War. In 1865 the China Inland Mission wa s
founded, with funds and personnel supplied by sev-
eral Christian denominations as other nations ob-
tained access to China . During the last half of the
19th century, nations of the western world estab-
lished wide interests in China, nearly subjugatin g
the country.

Many in China resented this intrusion of th e
western world in their lives, and at the end of the



19th century the dowager empress, IZ 'u-hsu, en-
couraged an anti-foreign military organization to
action. Its name, in Chinese, meant `righteous, har-
monious fists', or in English, `the boxers' . In 1899
the Boxers began violent attacks on foreigners and
Christians, and occupied the city of Peking . They
besieged the foreign and Chinese Christians in tha t
city until troops from Great Britain, France, Rus-
sia, the United States, Germany, and Japan wer e
sent to Peking to put down the Boxer Rebellion .
China had to pay huge indemnities to these coun-
tries because of this uprising . These historical re-
cords of ill treatment of China by western foreign
powers have surfaced again as Hong Kong was
returned to China.
AN ERA OF IMPERIALIS M

The 19th century was an era of imperialism ,
when so-called Christian nations expanded thei r
borders . Many of the poorer nations in the world —
which today are called `third world countries' —
were exploited by imperialistic countries . This
expansion was motivated by covetousness, which
afflicted the nation of Israel, too, as outlined i n
Jeremiah, Chapter 8 . The judgments pronounce d
against Israel are applicable to the Christian na-
tions she represents, and the LORD gives the reason
for these judgments in our theme text, `Every on e
from the least even unto the greatest is given to
covetousness ' .

After World War I a movement began to give
the lands lost in imperialism back to the original
possessors . This movement was accelerated afte r
World War II, and many new nations were forme d
in the world . Almost all of these have not been abl e
to govern themselves properly, and have accumu-



lated huge amounts of indebtedness to wester n
nations .
A PLEA TO OBSERVE THE BIBLICAL JUBILEE

As the year 1996 came to a close, the well -
known opponent of apartheid in South Africa, An-
glican Archbishop Desmond Tutu of Cape Town ,
made an appeal to American church leaders to help
African nations and other third world countrie s
find relief from crippling foreign debts . In making
this appeal, Tutu recalled the Biblical principle o f
Israel's jubilee, when all property sold or leased i n
the previous forty-nine years reverted back to th e
original owner every fiftieth year. He said, "It is the
Biblical thing that says everything belongs to God .
You acknowledge that by returning things to people
to give them a chance of starting afresh. Those
burdened by debt, you set free. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank cele-
brated their jubilee last year, and some of us said ,
`Hey, here is an opportunity for you. How about
applying the jubilee principle?'

We have not seen any response by the Worl d
Bank or IMF to Tutu's suggestion, and the reaso n
is simple . Everyone is governed and controlled b y
covetousness. Of course Archbishop Tutu is correct
in saying that everything belongs to God . God has
said, "Every beast of the forest is mine, and the
cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of
the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are
mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee : for the
world is mine, and the fulness thereof." (Ps. 50:10-
12) Likewise, he said: "All the earth is mine . "
(Exod. 19 :5) Moses said, "Behold, the heaven and
the heaven of heavens is the LORD's thy God, th e
earth also, with all that therein is ." (Deut . 10:14)



God said to Job, "Whatsoever is under the whole
heaven is mine" (Job 41 :11) ; and David said, "The
earth is the LORD's, and the fulness thereof; the
world, and they that dwell therein ." (Ps. 24:1) As
we know so well from the Scriptures, the Adversary
usurped the authority of earth, but he will soon be
bound and the reign of Christ will begin . Then it
will be possible to truly restore all possessions and
relieve the oppressed .
ISRAEL'S LAW ON JUBILEES

When the nation of Israel was given the Law
through Moses, a part of that Law included the
observance of the Sabbath year and the jubilee, a s
recorded in Leviticus 25. The Sabbath year oc-
curred every seven years, when the land was no t
sown nor the vineyards pruned . It was a year of rest
unto the land. When seven Sabbath years were
observed, or a period of 49 years had elapsed, the n
the fiftieth year was the jubilee year. In the jubile e
year God said, "Ye shall return every man unto hi s
possession, and ye shall return every man unto hi s
family. "—Lev. 25:10

In the buying and selling of goods, advantage
was not to be taken of one another, nor were the y
to "wrong one another." (Lev. 25:17, RSV) If any-
one, because of poverty, had to sell some of his land ,
there were several avenues open to him to redeem
the land. If his poverty continued to make redemp-
tion impossible, in the jubilee it would return t o
him. If anyone became a slave because of poverty,
then in the jubilee he and his family would be mad e
free. If someone outside the nation of Israel, a
stranger or sojourner, became the owner of an Isra-
elite slave because of poverty, in the year of jubile e
his brethren or kinsmen were to redeem him .



This portion of Israel's Law had a deeply sig-
nificant meaning. It foretold the times of restitu-
tion spoken of by all God's holy prophets . (Acts
3 :21) The great restoration of property and life, an d
the freedom from sin and Satan's influence, wa s
typified by the jubilee arrangement when all prop-
erty and people were restored, and slaves were set
free.

It might appear that the restoration of lands t o
the third world nations by imperialistic nations wa s
the beginning of the fulfillment of the jubilee pic-
ture. However, we do not believe this to be so. Each
of these nations has had a more difficult struggle to
maintain their people above the poverty level sinc e
the restoration, than when colonial rule prevailed .

The more important part of the jubilee picture
is the restoration of those who are in the priso n
house of death . The Apostle Paul said: "We know
that the Law is spiritual : but I am carnal, sold
under sin" (Rom. 7 :14), implying by this statement
that all mankind has been sold into sin, and are a
race of slaves . Paul emphasizes this point very wel l
when he says, "What then? shall we sin, because w e
are not under the Law, but under grace? God forbid .
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselve s
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedienc e
unto righteousness?"—Rom . 6:15,16
A RACE OF SLAVES

How did mankind get into this condition? I t
was father Adam who sold himself and all his prog -
eny into sin, so that sin would be their new master .
What price was paid for this transaction, and what
did Adam get when he sold himself and all his



posterity to become the servants of sin? The price
paid was his own life and the lives of his posterity ,
favor with God, and his garden home ; for which he
received self-gratification and a measure of joy to be
with Eve .

It was by such means that Adam and his pos-
terity became slaves of sin and fulfilled the scrip-
ture, "As by one man sin entered into the world ,
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men ,
for that all have sinned ." (Rom. 5:12) Sin, like a
great monarch, has ruled the world, enslaving the
entire human family. No one can escape this bond -
age. Under this bondage of sin they suffer disease ,
sorrow, disappointment and death . "The wages of
sin is death."—Rom. 6 :23

All of these experiences can be likened to tw o
that the Israelites went through . The first was
when they were slaves in Egypt, and were finally
set free by the slaying of the Passover Lamb which
spared their firstborn. Their deliverance was com-
plete when they crossed the Red Sea dry shod, and
Pharaoh—representing Satan and his minions —
were drowned in the Red Sea .

The second experience occurred when anyone
became a slave in Israel's society. Their celebration
of the jubilee, when all slaves were freed and en-
abled to return to their families foretold the deliv-
erance of the slaves of sin . This experience is a typ e
of the 50th millennial year, which follows the thou-
sand-year reign of Christ . This is the time when th e
kingdom is turned over to the Father by Christ, an d
mankind has total restoration of all that was lost
through father Adam's disobedience .



Adam went into slavery of his own volition.
But his children—all mankind—were born in slav-
ery and sin, under the penalty of death . Christ came
to earth so that he might redeem the one wh o
sinned by giving his life as a ransom price, a corre-
sponding price, for the life of father Adam. "As in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive."—I Cor. 15:22
EARTH'S GREAT JUBILE E

All these `slaves' may then be set free, receiv-
ing absolute freedom. In God's kingdom, the legal
freeing of the slaves pictures the raising of the dead ,
as recorded in John 5:28,29, RSV: "Do not marvel
at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in
the tombs will hear his voice and come forth, thos e
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil, to the resurrection o f
judgment ." In reality all will have been bought wit h
a price permitting them to be taken from the task-
master, sin, and put under the new Master, Chris t
Jesus, the great King of Glory. Sin, or the principle
of evil, is sometimes used as a synonym of Satan
(I John 3:8, John 8:44), under whose influence
those who sin have been living . In Christ's thousand-
year kingdom, Satan will be bound.—Rev. 20 :1-3

All mankind, having been ransomed, will be
given the opportunity of learning righteousness, s o
that at the conclusion of the Millennial Age the y
can make an intelligent choice, the majority re-
sponding to the opportunity as God advised Israel :
"I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and
thy seed may live." (Deut . 30:19) They will be led
up the "highway . . . of holiness" to perfection. (Isa .
35:8-10) Which choice they make at the conclusion



of this trial period will be manifested when Satan i s
"loosed out of his prison" at the end of the age, prio r
to the 50th millennium.—Rev. 20:7-10

The mediatorial throne and reign, having
served their purpose, and all corrupters of the earth
having been destroyed, the Son shall deliver up th e
kingdom to God, even the Fatherby delivering it
to mankind for whom it was originally designed. It
is written in I Corinthians 15 :24-26: "Then cometh
the end, when he [Jesus] shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he [Jesus ]
shall have put down all rule and all authority an d
power. For he [Jesus] must reign, till he hath put al l
enemies under his feet . The last enemy that shall
be destroyed is death ." We read: "Then shall the
King say unto them, . . . Come, ye blessed [approved ]
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world ."Matt. 25:34

This brings to an end the last 7,000-year `ep-
och day' since God began to prepare the earth fo r
habitation. The six `epoch days' that preceded i t
were likely of similar duration, so that 49,000 years
had elapsed. Then all mankind will be made ready
to enter the 50th millennium, or the antitypical Ju-
bilee—that grand epoch when "there shall be no mor e
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shal l
there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away." (Rev. 21 :4) God 's work of Creation
will then be complete for Planet Earth .

	

n

YE SHALL HALLOW the fiftieth year, and proclaim
liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitant s
thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return
every man unto his possession, and ye shall return ever y
man unto his family."—Leviticus 25:10



INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDIE S

LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 2

A JOYFUL
CELEBRATION

KEY VERSE: "The children of Israel, the priests ,
and the Levites, and the rest of the children of th e
captivity, kept the dedication of this house of Go d
with joy."—Ezra 6:1 6
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Ezra 6:14-22

THE BOOKS OF Ezra
and Nehemiah both

tell the story of the restora -
tion of the Israelites to
their homeland after sev-
enty years of bondage i n
Babylon . Darius, an able
and effective Persian king ,
continued Cyrus ' policy o f
restoring Israel . In his sec-
ond year as king the Jew s
resumed work on the stil l
unfinished Temple in Jeru -
salem .

Cyrus had decreed that
"the house be builded, th e
place where they offered
sacrifices" (Ezra 6 :3), and
"the golden and silver ves-
sels . . . be restored, and
brought again unto the

Temple which is at Jerusa-
lem."—vs . 5

Darius ordered it to con-
tinue, and even sent a gen-
erous subsidy to help re-
store worship in the Tem-
ple, which was completed
by the elders of the Jews in
the sixth year of Darius '
reign. They "finished it, ac-
cording to the command-
ment of the God of Israel ,
and according to the com-
mandment of Cyrus, an d
Darius ."—Ezra 6 :14

It was smaller in size
and could not compare to
the great beauty and orna-
mentation of Solomon 's
Temple, which had been
destroyed about ninet y
years earlier. Neverthe1PCc



the dedication of God' s
Temple was a notable expe -
rience to both the LORD
and the people returned
from captivity in Babylon .
This event serves to illus-
trate the consecration of
the antitypical temple ,
soon to be completed with
`living stones', for the in -
dwelling of God's Spirit in
his kingdom.—I Pet . 2 : 5

When the typical Tem-
ple was completed, "the
children of Israel, th e
priests, and the Levites ,
and the rest of the childre n
of the captivity, kept the
dedication of this house of
God with joy." (vs . 16) The
priests were arranged in
their divisions and th e
Levites in their courses for
the service of God in Jeru-
salem, as written in the
book of Moses . After the
priests and Levites were
purified, celebration of th e
Passover and the seve n
days of the Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread were kept with
joy.

When the people had
been purified, they, too ,
could celebrate these festi-
vals according to the Law
of Moses: "The children of
Israel, which were com e
again out of captivity, and

all such as had separated
themselves unto them
from the filthiness of the
heathen of the land, to seek
the LORD God of Israel, did
eat, and kept the feast of
unleavened bread seve n
days with joy: for the LORD
had made them joyful ."—
vss. 21,22

God commanded Israel
to remember their deliver-
ance from bondage in Egypt .
"Ye shall observe the Feas t
of Unleavened Bread ; for in
this selfsame day have I
brought your armies out of
the land of Egypt : therefore
shall ye observe this day in
your generations by an ordi -
nance for ever."—Exod .
12 :17

In this account, God
demonstrates his provi-
dence and his might y
power by which he release d
Israel from seventy years
of bondage in Babylon so
they might return to Is-
rael. Also, as a type, w e
have a beautiful illustra-
tion pointing to God's fu-
ture deliverance of th e
world of mankind from th e
bondage of sin and death .
This is the time when ,
through God's kingdom ,
all the families of the earth
are blessed .
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 9

HARD CHOICE S
KEY VERSE: "Now therefore make confession unt o
the LORD God of your fathers, and do his pleasure :
and separate yourselves from the people of the
land, and from the strange wives."—Ezra 10:1 1
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Ezra 9:1-3; 10:9-14

IN THIS LESSON we ar e
introduced to Ezra, th e

priest and scribe, who le d
another group of exile s
home from Babylon afte r
the Temple was built and
dedicated. He brought with
him sacred vessels from
Babylon which he depos-
ited in the house of th e
LORD, and afterward the
people offered burnt offer-
ings to the God of Israel .

"When these things
were done" (Ezra 9:1) ,
Ezra received a shocking
report from officials that
the Israelites, includin g
the priests and other relig-
ious leaders, did not keep
themselves a holy people ,
separated unto God . In-
stead, they were abusing
their law of marriage, and
marrying Gentile women
who became the mothers of

their children . (Ezra 9:2 ;
Deut . 7:2-4) These foreign
women brought pagan re-
ligious practices with
them, which meant that
something had to be done to
remedy the situation. This
report astonished Ezra, be-
cause God's people had al -
ready been severely pun-
ished for their faithless dis -
obedience and idol wor-
ship. Ezra became so angry
that he ripped his clothing
and tore his hair from his
head and beard, while
many concerned people
gathered around him. Fi-
nally, in grief, he raised his
arms in prayer to God, ask-
ing forgiveness for his peo-
ple's great sins and ex-
pressing thanks for their
survival from bondage in
Babylon . (vss . 5-15) The sit-
uation in which Ezra ni l



his contemporaries foun d
themselves was one that
required decisive action .

Shechaniah, one of the
leading men, looked to
Ezra as the only one com-
petent to effectively take
such action, because he
was invested with God' s
authority to enforce it. He
suggested: "We have tres-
passed against our God ,
and have taken strange
wives of the people of the
land: yet now there is hope
in Israel concerning thi s
thing. Now therefore let us
make a covenant with our
God to put away all the
wives, and such as are born
of them, according to the
counsel of my lord, and o f
those that tremble at the
commandment of our God ;
and let it be done according
to the law.

"Arise ; for this matter
belongeth unto thee : we
also will be with thee : be of
good courage, and do it .
Then arose Ezra, and made
the chief priests, the Le-
vites, and all Israel, t o
swear that they should d o
according to this word . And
they sware ." (Ezra 10: 2-5)
A commission was ap-
pointed from among the
people, assisted by judges

and elders of the respective
cities and after three
months' investigation into
every case, all traces of the
abuse had been removed .

The Apostle Paul ap-
plies the principle of thi s
lesson for our learning :
"God hath both raised up
the Lord, and will also
raise up us by his ow n
power. Know ye not that
your bodies are the mem-
bers of Christ? shall I then
take the members of
Christ, and make them the
members of an harlot? God
forbid . What? know ye not
that he which is joined to
an harlot is one body? for
two, saith he, shall be one
flesh. But he that is joined
unto the Lord is one spirit .
Flee fornication . Every sin
that a man doeth is with-
out the body; but he that
committeth fornication
sinneth against his own
body."—I Cor. 6 :14-18

He also said, "Be ye not
unequally yoked together
with unbelievers : for what
fellowship hath righteous -
ness with unrighteous-
ness? And what commun -
ion hath light with dark-
ness?" (II Cor. 6 :14) Let us
heed these words of wis-
dom .
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 6

MAKING A DIFFERENC E
KEY VERSE: "Then said I unto them, Ye see the
distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste,
and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come,
and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we
be no more a reproach."—Nehemiah 2:1 7
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 2:1-8; 15-18

THE BOOKS OF Ezra
and Nehemiah origi-

nally were one book and for
that reason Nehemiah
picks up where Ezra end -
ed. A Jew named Nehe-
miah was still living i n
Babylonian exile as a per-
sonal servant to King Ar-
taxerxes . He was visited by
Hanani, one of his brothers
from Judah, who told him
that the Jews who had re-
turned from Babylonia
were in great difficulty an d
that their foreign neigh-
bors held them in con-
tempt. Furthermore, the
walls of Jerusalem were
broken down and the gate s
had been destroyed by fire .
He was grievously sad-
dened to learn that the peo -
ple were demoralized and
that the walls and gates of

Jerusalem were in a sham-
bles .

Nehemiah was deeply
dependent upon God and
regularly, as now, sought
his guidance in prayer.
When he served the king' s
wine that day, God an-
swered his prayer, that the
king would be merciful and
favorably answer his re -
quest . Nehemiah "took up
the wine, and gave it unto
the king. Now I had no t
been beforetime sad in hi s
presence. Wherefore the
king said unto me, Why i s
thy countenance sad, see-
ing thou art not sick? thi s
is nothing else but sorro w
of heart. Then I was very
sore afraid, and said unto
the king . . . why should not
my countenance be sad ,
when the city the nlara .,f



my fathers' sepulchres, lieth
waste, and the gates there-
of are consumed with fire ?

"Then the king sai d
unto me, For what dost
thou make request? So I
prayed to the God o f
heaven. And I said unto the
king, If it please the king ,
and if thy servant have
found favour in thy sight ,
that thou wouldest send
me unto Judah, unto the
city of my fathers' sepul-
chres, that I may buil d
it ."—Neh. 2:1-5

Continuing, we read :
"So it pleased the king to
send me; . . Moreover I
said unto the king, If i t
please the king, let letters
be given me to the gover-
nors beyond the river, that
they may convey me over
till I come into Judah ; And
a letter unto Asaph th e
keeper of the king's forest ,
that he may give me timber
to make beams for th e
gates of the palace which
appertained to the house ,
and for the wall of the city,
and for the house that I
shall enter into . And the
king granted me, accordin g
to the good hand of my God
upon me."—vss. 6-8

The king sent army offi -
cers and horsemen with Ne-

hemiah. When they ar-
rived at the governors an d
gave them the king's letters,
Sanballat, Tobiah, an d
Geshem the Arabian were
grieved exceedingly that a
man had come to work fo r
the good of the people of
Israel, and they were high-
ly indignant and laughed
[them] to scorn." (Neh. 2 :
19) After arriving in Jerusa-
lem, Nehemiah went out by
night and viewed the wall and
the gates but he told no one
wherehewent or what hedid.

Later he said to the peo-
ple, "Ye see the distress
that we are in, how Jerusa-
lem lieth waste, and the
gates thereof are burned
with fire: come, and let us
build up the wall of Jerusa-
lem, that we be no more a
reproach. Then I told them
of the hand of my God
which was good upon me ;
as also the king's words
that he had spoken unto
me. And they said, Let us
rise up and build. So they
strengthened their hands
for this good work ."—Neh .
2:17,18

Christians too must rely
on God for help to build
character with "gold," "sil-
ver," and "precious stones."
—I Cor. 3 :12
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 2 3

FACING HOSTILITY
KEY VERSE: "In what place therefore ye hear the
sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our
God shall fight for us.'-Nehemiah 4:20
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 4:6-8; 15-23
j 7E SEE FROM this les -
V V son n that Jerusalem i s

surrounded on all sides by
hostile neighbors who have
joined together agains t
God's people . Jerusalem ,
in ruins, posed no threat,
even though the Templ e
had been reconstructed .
However, once the wall and
gates were restored, Jeru-
salem would again be a for-
tified city.

Nehemiah recounts the
efforts of some of their ene-
mies to discourage an d
shake their confidence in com-
pleting the wall . "When
Sanballat heard that w e
were rebuilding the wall ,
he became angry and was
greatly incensed. He ridi-
culed the Jews and in th e
presence of his associates
and the army of Samaria ,
he said, What are those fee -
ble Jews doing? Will they

restore their wall? Will
they offer sacrifices? Will
they finish in a day? Can
they bring the stones back
to life from those heaps o f
rubble—burned as they
are? Tobiah the Ammonite ,
who was at his side, said ,
What are they building—if
even a fox climbed up on it ,
he would break down their
wall of stones." —Neh. 4 :1 -
3, New International Version

Nehemiah responded t o
these insulting questions
not by shouting back at his
mockers, but by praying t o
God while the Jewis h
builders kept on working .
The work had to go on de -
spite the demoralizing
threats from Judah's ene-
mies, and it did continue,
for as Nehemiah notes ,
"the people had a mind t o
work." (Neh. 4:6) Finally,
the wall had reached half



its full height, which made
their foes very angry. Since
Jerusalem was completely
surrounded by the enemy
they had neither friends
nor means of escape in any
direction . When the en-
raged conspirators ob-
served the great progress
made in restoring the wall
they formed an alliance "to
come and to fight against
Jerusalem, and to hinder
it ."—vss . 7,8

How did Nehemiah an d
the Judeans deal with this
formidable plot agains t
them? They took the sam e
action that is available t o
each one of us : they prayed
to God! No military action
was necessary on the part
of the Judeans, for God had
brought the enemies' plo t
to nothing . The people ral-
lied around the stron g
leadership of Nehemiah
and trusted that God
would care for them.

Nehemiah said, "Whe n
our enemies heard that we
were aware of their plot
and that God had frus-
trated it, we all returned to
the wall, each to his own
work. From that day on ,
half of my men did the
work, while the other hal f
were equipped with spears,

shields, bows and armor. .
. . Those who carried mate-
rials did their work with
one hand and held a wea-
pon in the other, and each
of the builders wore his
sword . . , as he worked .
But the man who sounde d
the trumpet stayed with m e
. . .we are widely separated
from each other along th e
wall . Wherever you hear
the sound of the trumpet ,
join us there. Our God will
fight for us ."—Neh. 4:15-
18,20, NN

As the Apostle Paul in-
structs us, we must put o n
the whole armor of God as
we fight against the world ,
the flesh, and the Devil, i n
order to be prepared for
any onslaught from these
enemies.—Eph. 6 :13

We need to be girded
with truth, and to have o n
the breastplate of right-
eousness . Our feet shoul d
be shod with the readines s
of the Gospel of peace, an d
we must be ready to quench
flaming arrows from the
Evil One with the shield o f
faith. With the helmet o f
salvation and the sword o f
the Spirit we will be ready
to face any hostility.—Eph .
6 :14-17
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 30

REWARD OF THE

FAITHFUL
KEY VERSE: "Even from the days of your fathers
ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and hav e
not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return
unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said,
Wherein shall we return?"—Malachi 3 :7
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Malachi 3:6-18

M
ALACHI, WHOSE NAME
means ` my messen-

ger', was the last of the mi-
nor prophets . Much of th e
book is utilized in explain-
ing that God was withhold-
ing his blessing from Israel
because of their unfaithful-
ness to him .

God was sorely dis-
pleased with the innumer-
able sins of Israel, among
which they failed to re-
spond to Divine love, dis-
honored God's name, pre-
sented blemished offer-
ings, honored sinners, self-
ishly withheld tithes and
reluctantly served God.
The priests, by evil exam-
ple, became stumblin g
blocks instead of spiritual
leaders. Also the brethren

dealt treacherously with
one another. The Jews be-
lieved that God would bles s
the righteous with pros-
perity, while the wicked
would suffer. However, this
caused them to questio n
why the evildoer appeared
to live a more abundan t
life.

The world has made the
same observations stated
by Malachi : "Now we cal l
the proud happy; yea, they
that work wickedness are
set up; yea, they that temp t
God are even delivered ."
(vs. 15) In doing so they say
there is no reward for serv -
ing God, not knowing that
Satan's usurpation of au-
thority on earth is tempo-
rary.



Through the prophet, God
assured Israel : "I am the
LORD, I change not ; there-
fore ye sons of Jacob ar e
not consumed." (vs . 6)
Malachi continues the
LORD's message in th e
words of our Key Verse, in-
cluding another invitatio n
for them to `return to me ,
and I will return unto you' .
He then promised if they
would "bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be meat i n
mine house, and prove me
now herewith, saith the
LORD of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heav -
en, and pour you out a bless-
ing, that there shall not b e
room enough to receive it . "
—vs. 10

The basis of all our hopes
lies in the unchangeable
character and endurin g
mercy of our God. Malachi
3:16 and 17 speak of a re-
ward for a faithful clas s
called out of the world in
this Gospel Age, and con-
tinuing on into the thou-
sand-year kingdom o f
Christ: "Then they that
feared [reverenced] the
LORD spake often one to
another: and the LORD
hearkened, and heard it ,
and a book of remem-

brance was written befor e
him for them that feared th e
LORD, and that thought
upon his name . And they
shall be mine, saith the
LORD of hosts, in that day
when I make up my jewels ;
and I will spare them, as a
man spareth his own son
that serveth him . "

Malachi prophesied con -
cerning this class which i s
now being prepared for a
spiritual position to be
heirs of God and joint-heir s
with Jesus Christ for the
blessing of all the familie s
of the earth in his king-
dom .

These jewels, special
treasures of God, "forsake
not the assembling of "
themselves "together "
(Heb . 10:25), enjoy the fel-
lowship of the Spirit, and
meet together to build u p
and encourage one anoth-
er. The Apostle Paul urged :
"Let a man so account of
us, as of the ministers of
Christ, and stewards of
the mysteries of God . More -
over it is required in stew -
ards, that a man be found
faithful ." (I Cor. 4 :1,2) God
has promised that if we are
faithful unto death, he wil l
reward us with "a crown of
life . "—Rev. 2 :10
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

The Plan of God in the Book of Genesis—Part 5

THE COVENANT AND

THE LAND

CHAPTER TWELVE

GENESIS 12 :1-5 "Now the LORD had said unt o
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from th y
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a lan d
that I will show thee :

"And I will make of thee a great nation, and I
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing :

"And I will bless them that bless thee, an d
curse him that curseth thee : and in thee shall al l
families of the earth be blessed .

"So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken
unto him; and Lot went with him : and Abram was
seventy and five years old when he departed out o f
Haran.

"And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot hi s
brother's son, and all their substance that they ha d
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land o f
Canaan ; and into the land of Canaan they camp "



`Now the LORD had said unto Abram . . . .' Here
we have a reference to instructions which pre-
viously had been given to Abram, and to a promise
made to him, which are not recorded. It was thi s
communication from God that caused Abram to
leave Ur of the Chaldees and to start the journey
toward Canaan, as recorded in the closing verses o f
the preceding chapter. They traveled along the
river Euphrates until they reached Haran . Abram
remained there until the death of his father, Terah .
This was necessary, for the LORD's instruction s
were that he was to leave his own people and hi s
father's house. While he did take some of his rela-
tives to Canaan with him, he dwelt at Haran unti l
his father died.

`I will bless thee, . . . and thou shalt be a
blessing' . Here are stated in brief the two main
features of the covenant God made with Abram :
Abram himself was to be blessed—richly blessed .
He was to become the father of a great nation .
Besides this, he was to become a blessing to oth-
ers—his seed was to bless `all the families of th e
earth' . Later we shall see that the principal appli-
cation of this latter promise is to his spiritual seed ,
even to Christ and to those who become Christ' s
body members.—Gal . 3:8,16,27-29

God's statement, `I will bless them that bles s
thee, and curse him that curseth thee', has,
throughout the ages, often worked out in a very
literal way with respect to the natural descendant s
of Abram. Probably this principle will be still fur-
ther manifested during the thousand-year reign o f
Christ, when there will be a general time of reckon -
ing for both Jews and Gentiles . It is only as we take
into consideration the entire plan of God that we



can understand the manner in which many of hi s
promises will be completely fulfilled .

VERSES 6-9 "And Abram passed through the land
unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh .
And the Canaanite was then in the land.

"And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and
said, Unto thy seed will I give this land : and there
builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeare d
unto him .

"And he removed from thence unto a moun-
tain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent ,
having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east : and
there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called
upon the name of the LORD .

"And Abram journeyed, going on still toward
the south ."

The `Sichem' here referred to is Shechem, the
place later referred to so many times in the Ol d
Testament. The present name of the city is Nablus ,
and it is situated about thirty-four miles north o f
Jerusalem. The `plain of Moreh', is more properly
rendered the `oak' or `oaks' of Moreh. This location
was close to the mountains of Ebal and Gerizim . —
Deut. 11:29,30

When Abram entered Canaan, the LORD iden-
tified it as being the land which he had previously
promised, saying to him . `Unto thy seed will I give
this land' . (vs. 7) There is an accuracy about this
promise which is striking . The account states that
the Canaanites were already in the land whe n
Abram entered, and in the patriarch's lifetime he
never did become the real owner of the land . He
found it necessary to purchase a small parcel of i t
in order to have a place in which to bury his wife .



Sarah. (Genesis, chapter 23; Acts 7 :5) Perhaps this
was the reason that the LORD did not include
Abram in this particular statement of the promise .

It is true that later the land was also promised
to Abraham and to his seed as an everlasting pos-
session, but the fulfillment of this promise wil l
come only by the establishment of God's kingdom .
During the time God was dealing with him and
making promises to him, he was not the owner of
the Promised Land, but merely a sojourner in it .

From his first stopping place, Abram jour-
neyed south, which brought him nearer to the pre -
sent site of Jerusalem. He built an altar in a
mountain situated between Bethel and Hai—or Ai,
as it was later called. It would appear that the town
of Bethel was in existence when Abram first en-
tered Canaan . Its original name was Luz . (Judg.
1 :22,23) Ai was the second city to be captured and
destroyed by the Israelites when they entered the
land under the leadership of Joshua. Both Bethel
and Ai have long since been laid waste ; although
the ruins of Bethel still exist, being located on the
right-hand side of the road between Jerusalem and
Nablus, or ancient Shechem .

The name Bethel means `the house of God' ,
and it was appropriate that Abram should build an
altar near the town, and there call `upon the nam e
of the LORD' . This is a very brief statement o f
Abram's worship, but we may safely assume that ,
having entered the Promised Land, and the prom-
ise having been confirmed to him, the patriarch
would naturally desire to show his appreciation by
presenting a thank-offering to his God .



VERSES 10-20 "And there was a famine in the
land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn
there; for the famine was grievous in the land .

"And it came to pass, when he was come nea r
to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife ,
Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman t o
look upon :

"Therefore it shall come to pass, when the
Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is
his wife : and they will kill me, but they will save
thee alive .

"Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it
may be well with me for thy sake ; and my soul shall
live because of thee .

"And it came to pass, that, when Abram was
come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woma n
that she was very fair.

"The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, an d
commended her before Pharaoh : and the woman
was taken into Pharaoh's house .

"And he entreated Abram well for her sake :
and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and
menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and
camels .

"And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house
with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife .

"And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What i s
this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou
not tell me that she was thy wife?

"Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might
have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold
thy wife, take her, and go thy way.



"And Pharaoh commanded his men concern-
ing him: and they sent him away, and his wife, an d
all that he had. "

As we learned in a previous lesson about Noah ,
so again with Abram, the Scriptures do not conceal
the weakness of the flesh of its heroes . There seems
to have been little excuse for Abram to misrepre-
sent Sarah's relationship to him. It was simply a
misguided effort, born of fear to save his own life.
The fact that it might lead to the mistreatment of
his wife did not seem to occur to him . It must have
been very humiliating for him to realize that th e
heathen Pharaoh displayed more nobility of charac -
ter than did he, the servant of God .

There is another viewpoint to be considered in
connection with this episode . While the account
does not say so, it may be that the LORD caused it
to be recorded as one of the illustrations of how ,
time after time, attempts were made to interfere
with God's program to develop a `seed' . Without
realizing it, Abram might well have been induce d
by Satan to conceal the fact that she was his wife—
the Adversary 's motive being to thwart God's pur-
pose concerning the promised seed. He probably
knew that the seed was in some way to com e
through Sarah, and if he could defile or destroy her ,
it would be a masterstroke of cunning in his deter-
mination to oppose the outworking of the plan o f
God.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

VERSES 1-4 "And Abram went up out of Egypt, he ,
and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him ,
into the south .



"And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver,
and in gold .

"And he went on his journeys from the sout h
even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had
been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai ;

"Unto the place of the altar, which he had
made there at the first: and there Abram called on
the name of the LORD. "

When we read that Abram went up out o f
Egypt and `into the south', the evident meaning i s
that he went into the south of the land which wa s
known as Palestine, but which is now occupied by
Israel, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon .

He did not remain there, however, but contin -
ued his journey until he got back to Bethel, where
he had previously called upon the name of the
LORD . Arriving at this sacred landmark, `the place
of the altar', again he `called on the name of th e
LORD' . By now he would have still more for which
to be thankful, for the LORD had overruled his great
mistake, and he was safely back from Egypt an d
`was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold' .

VERSES 5-13 "And Lot also, which went with
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents .

"And the land was not able to bear them, that
they might dwell together: for their substance was
great, so that they could not dwell together.

"And there was a strife between the herdme n
of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot 's cattle :
and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then
in the land .

"And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be n o
strife. I nrav thee . between me and thPP . ..,1 h., -



tween my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be
brethren .

"Is not the whole land before thee? separat e
thyself; I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the
left hand, then I will go to the right ; or if thou de-
part to the right hand, then I will go to the left .

"And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the
plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every
where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Go-
morrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the
land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.

"Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan ;
and Lot journeyed east: and they separated them-
selves the one from the other.

"Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, an d
Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched hi s
tent toward Sodom .

"But the men of Sodom were wicked and sin-
ners before the LORD exceedingly."

In this narrative is revealed a noble side of
Abram's character. Two points are emphasized —
one, his unselfishness ; the other, that his chief in-
terest in entering Canaan was not the land, but th e
promise God had made concerning the seed o f
blessing. Abram undoubtedly thought a great deal
of his nephew, Lot, and it was not an easy decisio n
to separate from him; but when he considered all
the circumstances involved, he realized it was th e
best thing to do. He was willing to make a real
sacrifice in the interest of peace—not a sacrifice o f
principle, but of material wealth .

Having told his nephew that he could have
first choice of the land, Abram did not hesitate t o
carry through with his offer, even though Lot did



choose the best of the land from the standpoint o f
productivity.

Lot `pitched his tent toward Sodom', and `the
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before th e
LORD exceedingly' . Lot, as the world would say,
"got the best of the bargain" from the standpoint of
rich agricultural land, but he placed himself in a n
environment which proved to be very detrimenta l
to his moral well-being, and led to a grievous trag-
edy in his home life .

VERSES 14-18 "And the LORD said unto Abram ,
after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and eastward, an d
westward :

"For all the land which thou seest, to thee wil l
I give it, and to thy seed for ever .

"And I will make thy seed as the dust of the
earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered .

"Arise, walk through the land in the length of
it and in the breadth of it ; for I will give it unto thee.

"Then Abram removed his tent, and came an d
dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron ,
and built there an altar unto the LORD . "

Here the LORD renews his promise to Abram ,
and goes into greater detail than on previous occa-
sions. The account emphasizes that this affirma-
tion of the covenant was made after Lot and Abra m
had separated. This seems to indicate that Lot' s
association with Abram was to some extent stand-
ing in the way of Abram's receiving God 's full
blessing in connection with the promise .



The call to the patriarch was to leave his own
people, and his father's house . Lot and his family
were at least part of Abram's people, and not unti l
he was willing to make a great sacrifice of materia l
advantage in order to be separated from them, did
the LORD assure him in such great detail what th e
fulfillment of the promise would mean .

Abram was told to look in all directions, and
was assured that all the land he saw was to be his,
and his descendants' forever. It is true of the
LORD'S people today that frequently the willingnes s
to sacrifice earthly advantages leads to the riches t
of spiritual blessings. If we find ourselves spiritu-
ally poverty-stricken, it may be that we are holdin g
on too firmly to the material things of life .
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Grand Forks

CKFG 1340 9 :00 a.m .
Qualicum-Parksvill e

CHPQ 1370 9:30 p.m .

BRITISH WEST INDIES
Trinidad Radio Trinidad 61 0

10 :30 p.m .
CHILE (Spanish)
Talcahuno Radio Almirant e
Latarre
COSTA RICA (Spanish)
San Jose Radio Sonorar a

105 .9fm and 700am 6 :15 a.m .
MEXICO (Spanish)
Culiacan Ranchera

XECQ

	

8 :30 a.m .
Guadalajar a

XEWK 1130 8 :30 a.m .

MANITOB A
Winnipeg CKJS 810 9 :00 a .m .
ONTARIO
St . Thomas

CHLO 1570 10 :45 a .m .
SASKATCHEWA N
Estevan CJSL 1280 8 :45 a .m .
Meadow Lake

CJNS 1240 7 :15 a .m .
North Battlefor d

CJNB 1040 7 :15 a .m .
Weyburn CFSL 1190 8:45 a .m .

NIGERIA
Radio Africa (Thurs .) 7 :45 p .m .
PANAMA (Spanish)
Panama City (Fri . )

HOQ 1250 6:15 p .m .
PERU (Spanish)
Trujillo 105 .7fm

9 :30 a .m . and 10:00 p .m .
PHILIPPINE S
Manila

DZAM 1026 kHz 7 :45 a.m .
SOUTH AFRIC A
Swaziland SWAZI

	

8 :15 p.m .
Commercial Radio 1400 am
Shortwave 49m 6156 kH z

"0 send out Thy light
and Thy truth : let them
lead me; let them bring
me unto Thy holy hill,
and to Thy tabernacles. "

Psalm 43 :3
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SUNDAYS UNLESS OTHERWISE LISTED
ALABAMA
Birmingham
Florence
Florence

12
WXF L
F28AP

6:30 am .
6:30 a .m .
6:30 a .m .

MAINE
Augusta

	

W67BE

	

7 :30 a.m .
MARYLAN D
Baltimore

	

WMJF

	

7 :30 a.m .
MICHIGAN
Grand Rapids W25BI 7 :30 a.m .
NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque K31CT

	

5 :30 a.m .
NEW YOR K
New York (Wed.) WLNY

6 :30 a.m.
NORTH CAROLINA
Greensboro WAUE

	

7:30 a.m.
Raleigh

	

W67CD

	

7:30 a.m .
Wilmington WSSN

	

7:30 a.m.
Wilmington TV 10

	

7:30 a.m.
OHIO
Cleveland

	

WOHZ

	

7:30 a.m.
Columbus

	

WDLR

	

7:30 a.m.
OKLAHOMA
Tulsa

	

KPOC

	

6:30 a.m .
OREGO N
Portland

	

K25EB

	

6:30 a.m .

Guntersville Chan. 5 10:30 a .m .
Guntersville Chan. 5

	

7 :30 p .m .
Guntersville (Mon .) Ch.5 7 :30 p .m .
Tuscaloosa

	

403BF

	

6:30 a .m .
ARIZON A
Phoenix

	

K23BJ

	

5 :30 a .m .
Phoenix

	

KBHC

	

5 :30 am .
ARKANSAS
Fort Smith KFDF

	

6 :30 a.m .
CALIFORNI A
Chico

	

K2210

	

4 :30 a.m .
Los Angeles TV6

	

4 :30 a.m .
Los Angeles KPAL

	

4 :30 a.m .
FLORIDA
Jacksonville (Sat.) WTEV

(Ch. 47) 6 :00 a.m .
Miami WWFD (Ch . 8) 7 :30 a.m .
GEORGI A
Atlanta

	

W34AG

	

7 :30 a.m .
HAWAII
HonoluluCab.Chan .22 11 :30 a.m.
ILLINOIS
Champaign W41BL

	

6 :30 a.m. PENNSYLVANI A
INDIANA
Evansville

	

WJTS

	

6 :30 a.m . Philadelphia-Reading

Evansville

	

WBP

	

6 :30 a.m .
Evansville

	

TV24

	

6 :30 a.m .
KANSAS
Wichita

	

KSMI

	

6 :30 a.m .
KENTUCKY

WTVE Channel 51

	

7 :00 a. m
Wilkes Barre W35AT

	

7:30 a.m.
Wilkes Barre W47A0 7:30 a.m .
Wilkes Barre W65CE

	

7:30 a.m .
UTA H

Lexington

	

WOGBC 7 :30 a.m . Salt Lake City KSGF

	

5:30 a.m .
Lexington

	

W10BM

	

7 :30 a.m . Salt Lake City KVLY

	

5:30 a.m .
Lexington

	

WO2BP

	

7 :30 a.m . WASHINGTON, D.C.
Lexington

	

WO7BY

	

7 :30 a.m . Washington WTMW 14 9:30 a.m .
Louisville

	

406AY

	

7 :30 a.m . WISCONSI N
Louisville (Tues .)WBNA 8 :30 am . Green Bay WO4CW 6:30 a.m .
Paducah

	

WQTV

	

6 :30 am . La Crosse KQEG 6:30 a.m .
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AMERICAN INDEPENDENT NETWORK, SUNDAYS
11:30 a .m. ET-10:30 a.m. CT- 9:30 a .m. MT- 8:30 a.m. PT

ALABAMA Stuart WTCN-TV 1 6Alexander City W64CC West Palm Beach WAQ-TV 1 9Decatur WMIN-TV43 GEORGIAFlorence WBCF-TV3
Greensboro WO3BF Atlanta WAG-TV 34
Jasper WACN-TV55 Atlanta WCD-TV 56
Pell City Cable TV 12 Bogart WNGM-TV 34
Talladega Cable TV 7 Columbus W16AF
Talladega W47BS LaGrange WGBN-TV 33
Tuscumbia WYLE-TV26 Statesboro W48BH

IDAH O
ALASKA Coeur D'Alene K58DQ
Sitka KSCT-TV5 ILLINOI S
ARIZONA Effingham W41BL
Bullhead City KMOH-TV 6 Flora W24BP
Flagstaff KWBF-TV 13 Mt . Carmel WCI-TV 12
Lake Havasu K23BI Plano WFXV-TV 30
Payson K22FL Tinley Park WJYS-TV 62
Phoenix K56FF W. Chicago Cable TV 45
Prescott KUSK-TV7 INDIAN A
ARKANSAS Auburn WO7CL
Little Rock K55GE Indianapolis WAV TV 53
Siloam Springs Cable TV 4 Jasper WBG-TV 27
Springdale K2OCT Marion WSCT-TV 25
CALIFORNIA Salem W17AT
Arroyo Grande KSSY-TV 66 IOWA
Barstow KTSK-TV 17 Burlington KJMT-TV 26
Palmdale KPAL-TV 38 Marshalltown KDAO-TV 39
Sacramento K25FL KANSAS
San Francisco KBI-TV 30 Kiowa KDE-TV 36San Luis Obispo KSLO-TV 20 Wichita K51DN
COLORADO Wichita K55FS
Crested Butte CB-TV 23 KENTUCKY
CONNECTICUT East Bernstadt WO9B Z
Hartford WO6BL LOUISIAN A
West Haven WNHW-TV 23 Baton Rouge K11TT
FLORIDA Opelousas K22EP
DeFuniak Springs W24AM Shreveport KWLB-TV45
Fort Myers WBRP-TV7 Shreveport K57F Q
Naples WBSP-TV9 MAIN E
Orlando WAUX-TV 21 Bangor W33B DOrlando W47AL Waterville W41AYPensacola WROP-TV 12
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AMERICAN INDEPENDENT NETWORK, SUNDAYS, Cont.
11:30 a .m. ET-10:30 a .m. CT- 9:30 a.m. MT- 8 :30 a.m. PT

MARYLAND Bellevue WBF-TV 2 1
Greenbelt

	

W58BR Bucyrus W22AE
MASSACHUSETTS Bucyrus WAFA-TV 54
Boston

	

WMFP-TV 62 Cincinnati WBOC-TV 24
Boston

	

WSBK-TV 38 Columbus WLWG-TV 62
MICHIGAN Delaware WDLR-TV 56
Benton Harbor

	

Cable TV 45 OKLAHOM A
Detroit

	

W68CH Broken Bow KLOP-TV 28
Muskegon

	

W40AR Edmond KO7T X
Whitehall

	

W11CF Elk City K02MU
MINNESOTA Grove KELF-TV 43
Duluth

	

KNLD-TV 21 Ponca City KPOC-TV 27
Ely

	

K30KR Sulphur K20DO
St. Cloud

	

K13VS Woodward KDQQ-TV 24
MISSISSIPPI OREGON
Ashland

	

WBII-TV 20 Brookings KBSC-TV 49
Bruce

	

WO7BN Newport KNPT-TV 25
MISSOURI PENNSYLVANIA
Columbia

	

KXI-TV 11 Monroeville WTWB-TV 29
NEBRASKA Philadelphia WGTW-TV 48
North Platte

	

K11TW Pike County WWPs-TV 8
NEVADA TENNESSE E

Hawthorne

	

KWI-TV 13 Cookeville WKZS-TV 28
Henderson

	

W08CJ Harriman Cable TV 7
NEW JERSEY Heiskell WBU-TV 1 2

Lenoir City W38AQAtlantic City

	

WWAC-TV 5 3
Hammonton

	

WOCC-TV 8 Oneida Cable TV 4
Wildwood

	

W05AX Union City WOBT-TV 9
NEW MEXICO TEXA S

Albuquerque

	

KAZO-TV 13 Atlanta AOC-TV 42

NEW YORK Beaumont KO9V O
Bryan KTAM-TV 22

Olean

	

W20AB Bryan KYLE-TV 28
NORTH CAROLINA Corpus Christi KOAO-TV 50
Kannapolis

	

WKAY-TV 64 Dallas KATA-TV 60
Reidsville

	

WAEU-TV 14 Dallas KMPX-TV-29
Rocky Mount

	

WRMY-TV 47 Greenville KTAQ-TV 4 7
Sanford

	

WBF-TV 46 Greenville KER-TV 53
Wilmington

	

WSSN-TV 10 Harlingen Cable TV 30
OHIO Harlingen K52EA
Ashland

	

W59BP Keene K60FS
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San Antonio

	

K25ES
Sulphur Springs KSST-TV 1 8
Tyler

	

KTLN-TV 48
Victoria

	

KCP-TV 5 5
UTAH
Kanab

	

K12ND
Logan

	

KOT-TV 1 2
VIRGINIA
Farmville

	

W52BS
Hampton

	

WPEN-TV 68
Hampton

	

W07CZ

Hayes

	

WPEN-TV 5 1
Keysville

	

W39BN
Montclair

	

WDRG-TV 24

WASHINGTON
Yakima

	

KEBB-TV 6 0

WISCONSIN
Kenosha

	

WHKE-TV 5 5
LaCrosse

	

WKBT-TV 8
LaCrosse

	

KOEG-TV 5 0

FOR YOUR NEWSPAPER
To the left is a sugges-

tion for an advertisement
in your local newspaper.
This outline is designed
for about four inches, in
one column .
NOVEMBER SPECIA L

On Sunday, November
16th, "Frank and Ernest "
will discuss the interest-
ing topic, "The River of
Life ." Free circulars are
available which announce
this program, and you are
invited to send for as
many as you can use . Ad-
dress your request to :

The Dawn
East Rutherford, NJ 07073
Phone: 1-800-234-DAWN

"FRANK
AND ERNEST"

Each week interesting Bible
topics are discussed on
radio station:

WSAI—1530
SUNDAY, 8:30 P.M.

NOVEMBER :

2-The Birth of a Natio n
9-Coming World Govern-

ment
16-The River of Life
23-The Kingdoms of thi s

World
30-Peace on Earth

SEND FOR THE FREE book-
let offered after each broad-
cast:

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept . N



CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN

THANKFULNESS

"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus th e
Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in

him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have bee n
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving . "

Colossians 2:6, 7

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH, is a national
Thanksgiving Day in the United States . The

observance of a day of thanksgiving each year in th e
United States originated with the early settlers o f
New England, many of whom had made the hazard-
ous journey across the Atlantic to the shores of the
new world in order to escape the bitter religious per-
secutions then being practiced in many parts o f
Europe. Not only was the journey itself undertake n
at risk; the securing of necessary food, clothing, and
shelter after arrival was equally uncertain, and
made the more so by the hostile attitude of th e
Indians who felt that their domain was being in-
vaded .

It seemed especially appropriate, under the
circumstances, when the year's crops had been har -
vested and it was evident that sufficient provisions



had been supplied by the LORD to enable them to
survive the coming winter, that they devote a day o f
special thanksgiving to God for taking such won-
derful care of them . Many and great changes hav e
occurred since those early settlers conceived the
idea of Thanksgiving Day, but the custom contin-
ues, and with it sufficient weight of influence to
cause millions, at least this once a year, to remem-
ber that there is a God in heaven to whom we ow e
our very existence, and who, day by day, make s
provision for our needs . For this itself we can b e
truly thankful !

Those who have devoted their lives to the do-
ing of God's will, and have accepted Christ as thei r
Leader and Head, consider every day one of thanks -
giving. To these, every experience of life, whether i t
be of joy or sorrow, is an occasion for thanksgiving,
for they know that they are constantly overshad-
owed by the LORD's loving providences, all of whic h
are designed by him for their highest and eterna l
good. They thank God not only for the sunshine
and the rain, but also for the sorrow and the pain .
Indeed, they have discovered that under Divine
guidance the deepest shades of sorrow often yield
the richest fruitage of peace and joy in the LORD.

THANKSGIVING FOR TRIALS

There is something about sorrow and trial s
which elicits a greater degree of thankfulness than
is often true with respect to the pleasantries of life .
This is especially so in the case of Christians, some
of whom have been bedridden for years, and having
suffered untold agonies, are often more apprecia-
tive of Divine grace than those whom the LORD
permits to serve him under more normal circum-
stances. Perhans their exneriences have ~a„~oa



them to depend more fully upon the LORD, and thus
they have lived closer to him, being ever conscious
of their need of his help .

Many of God's servants in the past, particu-
larly those whom the LORD used to write the Bible ,
were men who endured much hardship, yet thei r
hearts seemed always filled with thankfulness for
the blessings that God daily showered upon them .
This was true of the great Apostle Paul . Few follow-
ers of the Master have suffered more than did Paul ,
yet there is no word of complaint in all his writings .
Besides, his suffering was brought about almost
altogether by his faithfulness in serving the LORD.
This was in keeping with the message the LORD
instructed Ananias to give to Paul at the time of hi s
conversion. Tell him, the LORD said, "I will show
him how great things he must suffer for my name' s
sake."—Acts 9 :16

Paul accepted this commission, and zealously
devoted himself to a course of faithfulness in the
service of the LORD which brought upon him an
almost continuous impact of suffering and trial ,
sometimes sufficiently crushing to well nigh snuff
out his life . Yet he continued unwaveringly in th e
narrow way of sacrifice and suffering, and with a
heart filled with thankfulness in his assurance that
these "light" afflictions which are but for a "mo-
ment" were working out for him "a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. "—II Cor. 4 :1 7

It was Paul's faithfulness to the Divine call t o
suffer and die with Christ that led to his imprison-
ment in Rome, where the exhortation to thankful -
ness contained in our text was written . His whol e
epistle to the church at Colosse breathes the spiri t
of love and thankfulness to the LORD for the riches



of Divine grace which had been bestowed upon
him. When writing a letter under these circum-
stances, one would think that Paul would make con -
siderable mention of his trying experiences as a pris -
oner in Rome . But Paul lived above his circum-
stances. Only once, and in almost the last words of
his letter, does he mention his position, and even the n
he simply says, "Remember my bonds."—Col . 4:18
PAUL'S LETTER TO THE COLOSSIAN S

Paul was more concerned over the spiritual
welfare of the brethren at Colosse than with his
own trials. He had never visited these brethren ,
and was not therefore acquainted with them per-
sonally. Nevertheless he loved them, and wrote that
from the very day he had heard of their faith i n
Christ, and their love for all the saints, he ha d
continued to pray for them. His desire was that
they might be filled with the knowledge of the
LORD's will "in all wisdom and spiritual under-
standing."—Col. 1 :9

He also desired and prayed that they "might
walk worthy of the LORD unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God." (vs. 10) Besides, he wanted
them to be "strengthened with all might, accordin g
to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuf-
fering with joyfulness ; giving thanks unto the Fa-
ther, which hath made us meet to be partakers o f
the inheritance of the saints in light : who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son."—
vss. 11-13

It is the selflessness of Paul, represented in his
desires on behalf of the brethren at ColnssP . that.



helps to give weight to his words . His own spirit of
thankfulness is reflected by the fact that he admon -
ishes those to whom he writes that they should giv e
thanks to God for having delivered them from the
power of darkness and for shining into their heart s
by the knowledge of the Gospel .

Paul knew it was his faithfulness to the Gospe l
of Christ that had taken him to prison in Rome .
One with less faith and vision might have reasone d
that however true the Gospel might be, it was no t
worth what it had cost . Paul, however, had such ful l
assurance of faith, and understood so well all the
implications of the truth, that he could look bac k
over the years and recall his experiences of suffer -
ing, yet praise the way the LORD had led him .
STEADFASTNESS AND THANKFULNESS

Paul desired also that the brethren at Colosse
remain steadfast in the truth . Failure properly to
appreciate the truth of the Gospel is one of the
major contributing causes of instability in the
truth. This was true in Paul's day, and it is still tru e
today. If we truly appreciate the truth and daily giv e
thanks to God for it, we will not be restlessly seek-
ing something new and fanciful to take its place .

The history of the professed followers of the
Master throughout the age has been to a larg e
extent one of apostasy, of falling away from th e
faith. Paul foretold that this would be so . In his
letter to the Thessalonians, he warned that after
his death there would come a great falling away
from the faith. This occurred, and so completely
that the Dark Ages were the result. Coming down
to the Protestant movement, each reformer made a
bold stand for truth as he understood it . but these



new concepts of truth were not steadfastly upheld
by their followers .

The same test is now upon the LORD's people
with respect to the harvest truth . While we all want
to grow in grace and in knowledge, one of the test s
upon us is to remain steadfast in what we hav e
already learned to be the truth. Thankfulness for
the LORD's goodness in revealing to us the myster -
ies of the kingdom of heaven is essential to stead -
fastness. Are we truly thankful for the truth, or ha s
it become a commonplace thing in our lives? Have
we forgotten the darkness from which we have been
delivered, and the `pit' from which we were `digged'?

David speaks of this `pit' as being `horrible', or,
as the Marginal Translation states it, a pit of "noise . "
(Ps. 40:2) Noise is used in the Scriptures to symbol -
ize confusion, and the confusion of our hearts an d
minds, and the confusion with which we were sur-
rounded in the world before we learned the truth ,
was very `horrible' indeed. In this pit also was `miry
clay'. We had no firm foundation upon which t o
stand. But the LORD lifted us up from this plight
and set our `feet upon a rock'. Instead of the `miry
clay' and sinking sand of human imperfectio n
which failed to give us a proper standing before the
LORD, our feet were placed upon the sure founda -
tion of Christ and the "ransom for all . "—I Tim. 2 : 6

The psalmist states, the LORD also "estab -
lished" our "goings ." (Ps. 40:2) In the pit of confu-
sion, we had no definite objective in life, and a t
times there seemed no real purpose in living . We
were aimlessly drifting along with the world, and a s
the hymn so aptly expresses it, "All that my sou l
has tried left but an aching void." (Hymns of Dawn,
Jesus Is Mine. #47) But when the LORD `inrlinPa'



unto us, and lifted us out of our confusion, he als o
revealed to us a real objective, and a `way' in whic h
to walk in order that we might attain that objective .

The LORD established our `goings' . We started
to walk in the narrow way, and to run "for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil .
3:14) A hope was set before us . Paul speaks of it as
a "hope which is laid up . . . in heaven," based upon
the 'Word of the truth of the Gospel." (Col . 1 :5) No
longer is life confusing and uncertain. Our `goings '
are `established', or as Paul states it in our text, w e
are `stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught ,
abounding therein with thanksgiving' .

If we are established, our thanksgiving is sure
to abound. Conversely, if we cease to be thankful fo r
the wonderful things the LORD has done in liftin g
us out of the `pit of noise' and setting our feet upon
a rock, there will be a danger of our falling away
from the faith . David explains that when the LORD
established our `goings ' he put a ` new song ' in our
mouths, `even praise unto our God' . This `new
song' was given to us in order that we might show
forth the praises of our God, hence the importance
of continuing to sing it, that his name may be
glorified .
THE NEW SON G

This `new song' is undoubtedly the truth of th e
Divine plan, or `present truth', as we often call it .
It is referred to in Revelation 14 :3, and the expla-
nation given that no man could learn it except th e
"hundred and forty and four thousand ." This is in
keeping with many texts of the Bible which empha -
size that the human mind is incapable, aside fro m
Divine grace, of understanding the "mysteries of



the kingdom of God." (Luke 8 :10) David declares
that the LORD puts this song in our mouths. It is
God-given, through the inspirational powers of the
Holy Spirit . It cannot be discovered or learned by
just anyone who may, for curiosity's sake, desire to
pry into the secrets of the Divine plan .

If we have learned this `song', there is surely
much cause for `abounding with thanksgiving', for
it means that the great God of the universe has
taken us into his confidence and revealed to u s
some of the hidden things of his glorious plan of th e
ages. Thereby he has dispelled the darkness wit h
which we were surrounded, and brought us out o f
our confusion. The many unanswered questions ,
which at times almost resulted in the loss of ou r
faith in the existence of God, have been clarified.
Now, through the Word, we see his glory as it i s
made up by his infinite wisdom, almighty power ,
unswerving justice, and abounding love .

Truly the LORD has put a `new song' in ou r
mouths. It is a song which grows more melodious as
we continue to sing it to one another and, as we
have opportunity, to all mankind . While it is a `new '
song, at the same time it is also "the old, old story "
which, as the poet states, "seems each time I tell it ,
more wonderfully sweet . " ("The Old, Old Story, "
Hymns of Dawn, #116) Has this been our experience
during the past year? Is this `song' more precious t o
us today than it was a year ago? Are we mor e
established in the truth now than in former days?
If so, then we should be the most thankful people i n
all the world .

Our individual experiences throughout th e
past year have in many instances been quite differ-
ent. but the same loving God has been watrhinv



over all his people . His "ministering spirits" (Heb .
1 :14), under Divine guidance, have been causin g
`all' things' to work together for our good . (Rom .
8:28) We may not always have been able to recog-
nize the wisdom of God's dealings with us, but have
been assured that always `behind a frowning provi-
dence he hides a smiling face' . In the light of his
countenance we will continue to rejoice .

For the brethren as a whole, the past year has
been one of rich blessings through fellowship i n
their local meetings, at conventions, and in their
united opportunities of singing the `new song' . n

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXT S

NOVEMBER 6—"I beseech you therefore, brethren, b y
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a livin g
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service ."—Romans 12 :1 (Z . '00-170
Hymn 325)
NOVEMBER 13—"Your Father knoweth what things
ye have need of."—Matthew 6 :8 (Z. '04-90 Hymn 121)
NOVEMBER 20—"Ifye do these things, ye shall never
fall."—II Peter 1:10 (Z. '97-148 Hymn 130)
NOVEMBER 27—"Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunt o
with all perseverance ."—Ephesians 6 :18 (Z. '01-80
Hymn 241)



	CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

THE GREAT

COMMISSION

"Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched
my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I

have put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this
day set thee over the nations and over th e
kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down ,

and to destroy, and to throw down ,
to build, and to plant. "

Jeremiah 1:9,1 0

JEREMIAH THE PROPHET was commissioned b y
the LORD to speak for him to declare a message

of truth pertaining to Israel as well as to othe r
nations . The LORD gave the prophet the message he
was to preach, in order that he might be properly
equipped to carry out the mission to which he was
appointed: `Behold, I have put my words in thy
mouth' . Jeremiah was not commissioned to pro-
claim his own opinions or deductions . If he were to
be faithful to the LORD the only course open to him
was that of being a messenger of the Word of the
LORD.

This principle has held true with respect to all
those who have been Divinely appointed to repre -
cnnt anti amnno flip nPnnlc. Tl,p nrnhr *r,n
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of God have been those who faithfully proclaim th e
message he has entrusted to them; and their fidel-
ity to the LORD's cause has called for earnestness i n
their endeavor to ascertain the message the LORD
would have them proclaim . As Paul wrote in hi s
letter to Timothy, they studied to show themselve s
approved by God, workmen who would have no
need to be ashamed, because they had rightly di-
vided the Word of truth .—II Tim. 2:15

The message Jeremiah was commissioned to
proclaim was of a twofold nature . He was to call
attention to the sins of Israel and the dire conse-
quences of continued disobedience to God's Law ;
and he was also to announce the blessings God
proposed to bestow upon the nation and upon all
the world under the arrangements of the New
Covenant . (Jer. 31:31-34) Included in his commis-
sion was the explanation that these blessings wer e
to be so far-reaching as to include the resurrectio n
of the dead. (Jer. 31 :15-17) These two phases of the
message are epitomized in our text, for in it Jere-
miah was told that he was `to pull down, and to
destroy', and also `to build, and to plant' .

Actually, of course, Jeremiah did not embark
upon a work of destruction; and he was powerless
to do anything along the line of `planting' or `build -
ing'. However, from the LORD's standpoint he was
reckoned as having a part, both in the work o f
destruction and in the work of rebuilding, simpl y
by being faithful in declaring to the people what the
LORD intended to do along these lines. It is impor-
tant to recognize this principle in God 's dealings
with his people, for it will help us to understan d
more clearly some of the prophecies pertaining to
the position occupied by the people of the LORD in



the present transition period between the Gospel
and Millennial Ages.

In the experience of Jeremiah, while he wa s
commissioned to warn Israel of the impending dis -
aster that was to come upon the nation, the instru-
mentality actually used by the LORD to overthrow
the nation was the king of Babylon and the Babylo -
nian armies. The prophet was given a vision in
which he saw forces out of the "north," "a seething
pot" (Jer. 1:13-15), that was to come against Jeru-
salem. Like many other prophecies, while thi s
doubtless had a limited fulfillment in connection
with the overthrow of Israel in 606 B.C., it can have
a larger fulfillment now. Also, the LORD has com-
missioned his people to declare this "day of venge -
ance."—Isa. 61:2
ANOINTED TO PREACH GLAD TIDINGS

In the case of the ancient prophets of Israel ,
each one of them was commissioned by God indi-
vidually to proclaim a specific message to his peo-
ple. There was, of course, an overall harmony in al l
these messages, for in a general way they alway s
contained a warning against the results of disobe-
dience, a call to repentance, and promises of bless-
ings which ultimately would come to Israel and th e
whole world. These promises were later summed u p
by Peter as meaning "times of restitution of all
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of al l
his holy prophets since the world began. "—Acts
3:21

But, in the Gospel Age God does not bestow
individual commissions upon his servants, except
in the case of Jesus, the Head of the Christ com -
Danv. At the time of his b aptism he was anni-nfpd h 't,



the Holy Spirit, and shortly thereafter he explained
to a group of Jewish worshipers at a Nazarene syn-
agogue that this anointing constituted his author-
ity to preach glad tidings to the meek, to bind up th e
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives
and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the
LORD . The `proof text' which the Master used in
this connection was that of Isaiah 61 :1-3 .

However, this foretold commission of the Holy
Spirit to preach the glad tidings did not end with
the Master. The apostle speaks of the anointing
which we have received from him, indicating that
those who by one spirit are baptized into his body,
partake of the same anointing which came upon th e
Head. Jesus explained this matter in non-symboli c
language, saying to his disciples that just as he had
been sent into the world, so he was sending them .
Later he told them to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel, the glad tidings .

The commission we have received to represent
the LORD differs from that which was given to the
individual prophets in the sense that we share i n
the one great anointing, or authorization, which
came first upon our Head, Christ Jesus, and i s
participated in by all the members of his body . One
member of the body of Christ is not given a commis -
sion to declare a different message from another.
All come under the same anointing ; all are give n
the same truth; and all are authorized to lay down
their lives in proclaiming it to others .

The message the church has been authorize d
to make known to the world has not been unlik e
that which each of the prophets in turn declared t o
Israel. First of all, it has been a message of renen-



tance. Paul explained to the Athenians on Mars '
Hill that now God commandeth all men everywhere
to repent . (Acts 17 :30) This has not been done by
displaying a call to repentance across the skies, but
rather, through his faithful servants, the footstep
followers of Jesus . The church in the flesh has been
pictured by Elijah, whose efforts were directed t o
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children an d
the children to the fathers. But his efforts failed ,
just as the efforts of the church fail .

In his prophecy of the Elijah work, the LORD
warned that if repentance was not forthcoming o n
the part of the world under the influence of th e
Gospel message, he would "smite the earth with a
curse ." (Mal. 4:5,6) The Rotherham Translation of
these verses says: "smite the land with utter de-
struction." This is, no doubt, a reference to the
great time of trouble that was to come upon thi s
present evil world, causing its destruction and pre-
paring the way for God 's new world. We see the
beginning of this trouble in our day—a trouble that
could have been averted had those warned really
heeded the call to repentance and endeavored to
obey God's righteous laws, but they did not . Hence
now, and in an ever-increasing measure, they wil l
feel the sting of the foretold smiting work, the curse
of the time of great tribulation .

Not only, however, is it the privilege of the
church to announce to the world the need for repen-
tance, and to explain the meaning of the presen t
trouble, but we are also to assure the people—thos e
who have hearing ears—of the wonderful time of
blessing which is so near at hand . Like the prophets
of old, we, too, are to speak of the `times of restitu -
tion of all thin vs' which are to be ushprarl ;n a~



result of the establishment of Christ's kingdom .
And what a joy it is to sing this sweet theme song o f
God's love !
GLAD TIDINGS TO THE MEE K

In the great commission of the Holy Spirit a s
outlined in Isaiah 61:1-3, the thought is stressed
that we are to proclaim the glad tidings only to the
"meek." These, after all, are the only ones who wil l
benefit from the message. It is quite beyond our
powers, however, to seek out the meek of the earth
individually so that we can direct the message ex-
clusively to them. Rather, the method the LORD
gives us is that of proclaiming the truth far and
wide by every means possible, with the realization
that in the LORD's providence it will reach the hear-
ing ears of the meek. We are to sow beside all wa-
ters, for we know not which will prosper, this, or that .

Our message is to be that of glad tidings . Even
when we explain the meaning of the great time o f
trouble, our message should be coupled with that o f
hope for the future—the hope that is based upo n
the promises of God pertaining to the blessings t o
be showered upon the people through the instru-
mentalities of the Divine kingdom . Such a message
cannot do other than bind up the brokenhearted . It
will also assure the earnest seekers after truth tha t
those who are held in slavery to sin and supersti-
tion, as well as those who are bound in the great
prison house of death, are to be given their liberty.
It is a glorious message—one that thrills the heart s
of those who know and proclaim it as well as thos e
who hear and respond to its righteous influence.

Jesus was commissioned to proclaim the "ac-
ceptable year of the LORD" (Isa. 61 :2), and that



commission has also come down to us . It will be
withdrawn only by circumstances which, in th e
LORD's providence, will make it impossible for such
a message to be proclaimed . It pertains to the op-
portunity of this age to follow in the footsteps o f
Jesus as joint sacrificers with him, with the inspir-
ing hope that if we are faithful unto death we will
live and reign with him in the spiritual phase of the
kingdom.

This phase of the LORD's message includes a
call to repentance, and the invitation to present
one's self in full consecration to the LORD . It in-
cludes also proper emphasis upon all those features
of the truth pertaining to our walk in the narrow
way. Having escaped the corruption that is in th e
world through lust, we are to encourage one anoth-
er to lay hold more firmly upon the exceeding great
and precious promises whereby we are made par -
takers of the Divine nature ; and to add to our faith,
fortitude; and to fortitude, knowledge; and to
knowledge, self control ; and to self control, cheerful
constancy; and to cheerful constancy, piety ; and to
piety, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness, love. (II Pet . 1:4-7) We are to keep reminding
ourselves and our fellow-pilgrims in the narrow
way that it is only if we do these things that an
abundant entrance will be administered unto us
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ . II Pet . 1 :10,11
"THE DAY OF VENGEANCE "

When Jesus quoted the commission of the
Holy Spirit as outlined in Isaiah 61 :1-3, he stoppe d
just before the reference to the "day of vengeanc e
of our God ." The reason is obvious, for it was not
then God's due time for the `day of vengeance' to be



upon the world. Therefore this phase of the Divine
commission of service we might speak of as bein g
dispensational, its application to the LORD's people
being exclusively at this end of the Gospel Age .
Now, as the prophecies so clearly indicate, we are
actually living in the foretold `day of vengeance' ,
hence, as faithful stewards of the mysteries of God ,
we cannot refrain from declaring the truth con-
cerning it.

Declaring the `day of vengeance ', however,
does not imply the pronouncing of vengeance . It
calls only for the explanation of the trouble that i s
now upon the world, and witnessing to the gloriou s
solution to world distress which has been Divinely
provided through the kingdom of Christ so soon t o
be manifested .

A proper witness concerning the `day of ven-
geance' implies making known to the people that
none of the proposed humanly devised remedies fo r
human ills now being offered will solve the prob-
lems of a dying world; that only Christ's kingdom
will do this . The position of the true Christian i n
the world is to proclaim boldly and lovingly the
glorious fact that soon the LORD will answer the
Christian's prayer, "Thy kingdom come . Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven" (Matt. 6:10), and
that the manifestation of this kingdom will brin g
"the desire of all nations. "—Hag . 2 : 7
KINGDOM WOR K

Guided by the viewpoint of the LORD as ex-
pressed by him to Jeremiah, and set forth in our
text, we are warranted in concluding that faithful-
ness in announcing the incoming kingdom ma y
properly be considered a participation in our work



for the LORD. Jeremiah prophesied that the Israel
of his day had to be taken captive . We today pro -
claim that the present evil world must come to an
end and be replaced by God's wonderful kingdom .
Surely the saints today occupy a highly honore d
position in the Divine arrangements, "as a seaso n
of beauty upon the mountains, as the feet of on e
preaching glad tidings of peace," declares the
Prophet Isaiah. Then he outlines the message of
good tidings which the `feet' members of the `bod y
of Christ' are now commissioned to preach, saying:
"As one preaching good news : for I will publish thy
salvation, saying, 0 Sion, thy God shall reign ."—
Isa . 52:7, Septuagint Version

We are living in a transition period, and as w e
review what has occurred since the end of the
`times of the Gentiles' in 1914, since the time whe n
"Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled " (Luke
21 :24), we see a continual trend toward the estab-
lishment of Christ 's kingdom. Only those enlight-
ened by present truth know the meaning of thes e
world changes, and happy are we if we are faithful
in letting the people know this meaning to th e
extent that they have hearing ears .

Isaiah declares that in this time when th e
LORD returns his watchmen would "lift up the voic e
. . . together." (Isa. 52 :8) This denotes unity in
bearing witness to the truth . It is not possible for
imperfect human minds to see every detail of truth
exactly alike, but it is possible for all who recogniz e
the significance of the times in which we are livin g
to unitedly proclaim the Gospel of the kingdom to
the world . This is essentially what the watchme n
are doing. Think of the measure of cooperation



represented in the ability of a small group to broad -
cast the truth worldwide by radio and televisio n
every week! This is a brilliant testimony concernin g
the determination of the LORD's consecrated people
to work together letting their light shine so the y
might be like a city set on a hill which cannot be hid .

The proclamation of the truth today will not
convert the world, nor interest a great many peopl e
to the point of making a full consecration. There
will be some drawn to the LORD, for it is his method
of calling the remaining members of his church .

Besides these, there are thousands who are
learning something about the truth. They are dis-
covering through the message of the kingdom that
God is love, that he does not intend to torment hi s
enemies ; and that his kingdom of blessing is near.
To these the message of truth means, "Seek right-
eousness, seek meekness : it may be ye shall be hid
in the day of the LORD's anger."—Zeph . 2 : 3

The message which the LORD has commis-
sioned us to preach is one which, to the extent that
it is heeded, leads first to repentance, then to con-
secration on the part of those who have a hearin g
ear. It reveals the futility of all human efforts t o
establish peace, and points to the kingdom of Chris t
as the world's only hope. In the parable of the
wheat and the tares (Matt . 13:36-44), the faithful
followers of the Master are designated "children o f
the kingdom ."—vs. 38

Let us be loyal and zealous children, gladly
laying down our lives as ambassadors of the king-
dom .

We have a great commission! May we prove t o
be faithful stewards of the mysteries of God!
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Delight Young People with This Great Gift!

GOD' S
PROMISES
COME TRU E
This new
edition of God's
Promises Come
True is a treasure
of Bible stories for
children. Here is a book in which the
world of the apostles and prophets
becomes real, a world where men wrot e
in clay, walked behind oxen, and mad e
bricks with straw. Boys and girls of all
ages will profit from this book with forty-
eight illustrated stories . Hardcover, size :
8-1/2"x 11," 244 pages .

ORDER TODAY !
Only $5 plus $1 .50 shipping each .
Send check or money order to :
Dawn Publications, 199 Railroad Ave. ,
East Rutherford, NJ 07073



PSALMS OF THANKSGIVING FROM DAVID

"I will wash my hands in innocency . . . that I
may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tel l
of all thy wondrous works . "

"Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy
vows unto the most High . "

"I will praise the name of God with a song, an d
will magnify him with thanksgiving . "

"Let us come before his presence with thanks -
giving, and make a joyful noise unto him with
psalms . "

"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise : be thankful unto him,
and bless his name . "

—Psalm 26 :6,7; 50:14; 69:30; 95:2; 100:4

OBITUARIES

The following brethren have recently finished thei r
Christian course . We wish to express our sincere sympathy
to the families and friends in the loss of these dear ones .

Sister Bessie Barrett, Jacksonville, FL—September 11 .
Age, 92.

Brother Walter Kendra, Grand Rapids, MI—Septembe r
13. Age, 84.

Sister Mary Vogel, Boxborough, MA—September 15 . Age, 92
Brother Henry Kwolek, Metro Detroit, MI—September 17 .

Age, 82 .
Leo Griehs, Jackson, MI—September 23 . Age, 78.
Sister Ruth Mottie, Greenfield, OH—October 7 . Age, 95 .
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	 SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

These speakers are routed through the Pilgrim Depart-
ment of The Dawn. Their visits are furnished free upo n
request . Write to : The Dawn Pilgrim Department, Eas t
Rutherford, NJ 07073 . A visit will be arranged whenever
possible :

M. Balko
Pittsburgh, PA

	

November 23 San Diego, CA

	

27-3 0

The speakers listed below, in cooperation with th e
Dawn, are invited by individual classes, or their service s
have been arranged by their home classes :

M.J. Balko

	

L . Weso l

Louisville, AL

	

November 9
L.B. Post

New Haven, CT

	

November 2

St. Petersburg, FL November 9

RENDER THANKS TO GOD

O render thanks to God above ,
The fountain of eternal love ,

Whose mercy firm through ages past
Hath stood and shall forever last !

O may I worthy prove to see
Thy saints in full prosperity,

That I the joyful choir may join ,
And count thy people's triumph mine !

CONVENTIONS

These conventions are listed by request of classes wh o
sponsor them . So your convention can be placed in thes e
columns in time, make your request in writing thre e
months before the date of the convention to . Dawn Maga-
zine, 199 Railroad Ave ., East Rutherford, NJ 070 7

NEWHAVEN, CT, Novem Club, 85 Chase Lane ,
ber 2—Italian-American West Haven . For infor-



mation contact : Mrs .
Richard Suraci, 17 1
Johnston Road, Hamden ,
CT 06515
Phone: (203) 248-3793
REGINA, SASK. BIBLE
STUDENTS CON- VEN-
TION, November 7,8-
T andmarkInn. Phone hotel
for reservations : (306)
586-5363. Secretary : Ann
Michalyca, Box 1371 ,
Melfort, Sask . Canada
SOE 1AD
Phone: (306) 752-219 7
JERSEY CITY, NJ PRE -
THANKSGIVING CON-
VENTION, November
22,23Masonic Temple ,
1912 Morris Avenue, Un-
ion, NJ. For information ,
contact: Charlotte Tek-
linski, 84 Arthur St . ,
Ridgefield Park, N J
07660
Phone: (201) 440-092 5
DETROIT, MI, Novem-
ber 23—Redford YWCA .
25940 Grand River, Red-
ford Twp. Contact : Frank
Nemesh, 2183 Babcock ,
Troy, MI 48084
Phone: (248) 649-6588
SAN DIEGO BIBL E
STUDENTS THANKS-

GIVING CONVENTION,
November 27-30 —Na-
tional University, 400 7
Camino del Rio South,
San Diego. Reservations
until November 7th at
Radisson Hotel: 1-(800)
333-3333. Mention `Bible
Students' . For information,
contact Daniel Rice, 14765
Fieldview Way, Poway, CA
92064
Phone : (619) 748-153 8
PHOENIX NEW YEAR' S
CONVENTION, January
1,2,3,4 1998—Quality Ho-
tel, 3600 N . Second Ave . ,
Phoenix, AZ 85013 .
Make reservations di-
rectly with hotel : (602)
248-0222. Mention Phoe-
nix Bible Students . Con-
tact Esther Bachorsk i
with meal count, and for
other information .
Phone : (602) 546-043 0
1998 BIBLE STU-
DENTS GENERAL CON-
VENTION, July 25-30 —
University of Pittsburgh
at Johnstown, PA.
1998 INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION, August
9-14—Miskolc, Hungary

"Where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of them . "

—Matthew 18:20
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