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ITEMS OF INTEREST

A NATIONAL MAGAZINE ADVERTISE-
MENT: In the latter part of October we in-
serted an advertisement for the booklet,
“When a Man Diles,” in a national weekly
magazine, known as “Grit,” A few respons-
es are still reaching us from this advertise-
ment, so we cannot report the final total,
but as we go to press we have received. 650
requests for the booklet, We are very en-
couraged with this, and think it may indi-
cate an additional means of proclaiming the
glad tidings.

ABC RADIO STATIONS: Beginning with
the first Sunday of November the “Frank
and Ernest” programs began .to be heard
over fortyfive ABC Network. stations, aug-
menting the limited list being furnished by
“Mutual.® Beginning on page 58 is the
present schedule of -all the radio stations
carrying the programs, mcludmg those on
the ABC Network.

TELEVISION: Progress is being inade on
the new series of thirty-minute television
programs, We expect, the Lord willing, that
some of these will be ready for use soon
after the first of the year.

OUT OF STOCK: “The Book of Books” is
temporarily out of stock. A new edition is
being prepared and should be ready soon,

A SPECIAL TAPE: The Recorded Lecture
Serviee has a special tape available, bear-
ing a message emphasizing the value of
God’s great gift to the world. (John 3:16)
It is free, on loan; to all who desire it,
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“Pie in the Sky”

F-HIS remark is said to have
T been made by the Premier of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics, Nikita Khruschev, as a
sarcastic reflection. upon the re-
ligious elements of society. How-
ever, as we consider the fast-mov-
ing -events of this ‘“day of the
Lord’s. preparation,” this state-
ment has more realistic meaning
than intended by the Premier.—
Nahum 2:3, 4 .- .
Could those having lived in th

past millennia be awakened from
the :sleep of death today—which
the Word of God assures us will
be . accomplished -in the near fu-
ture—would. they not be aston-
ished beyond measure at-the re-
markable changes that have taken
place in all phases of human ex-
perience within a little more than
a. century? And what. does this
portend with regard to the fu-
ture? Still greater and mere won-
derful and, no :doubt, more fear-
ful things to come,. and all fore-
cast to the people of God in the
divine revelation, the Bible,
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“The Firmament”

WHEN we think of the word
“sky” we “instinctively think of
the circumambient atmosphere,
“the firmament,” surrounding
this mundane spheroid, the earth.
(Gen. 1:7, 8) And when we think
of the words ‘“atmosphere” and
“firmament” we naturally think
of their secondary meaning to be
that -of the circumstances and
conditions with which we are sur-
rounded. Perhaps most of ‘us have
heard the remark, “Oh, if I could
only get away from it all,” mean-
ing: the responsibilities, the un-
pleasantness and. generally unsat-
isfactory conditions of place or
environment. But no matter
where we might go today, we
would find the law' of sin and
death in effect, and the general
atmosphere and spirit of these
“last days” of the old order in-
escapable. (II Tim. 3:1-7) Do what
we.will we. cannot entirely elimi-
nate from our thinking and being
the contemporary conditions and
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circumstances relating to our day
and times." .

- Formerly, the outlook was ,con- ‘

fined more or less to our imme-

diate observations and national

interests, but nowadays we see ™ hody. What does this mean to us

and think beyond our own hori-
zons to greater and more wide-
spread interests of international
scope. World courts, world banks,
world wars, and world depres-
sions. What affects one nation or
people affects to a more or less
degree the world economy. Isola-
tionism is a thing of the past. Al-

most everything today is of inter--

national interest and scope, indi-
cating the radical changes- that
have taken place in this last cen-
tury or a little more.

“Fall-out”

THE VERY air we breathe to-

day is permeated to a greater or®

lesser degree with what is com-
monly known as “fall-out,” which
expressed scientifically is stron-
tium 90, a product of the poison-
ous potentially-lethal radioactive
substances resulting from the ex-
plosion of atomic and hydrogen
bombs. Experiments in the use of
these are represented to the pub-
lic as necessary for defense, but
in reality they are for destruective
offensive utilization in the event
of attack upon this nation.

Tt is said that there are more
than a hundred different radio-
active isotopes that have been

4

identified in this fall-out. But

.. strontium: 90..is- the -most  subtle
‘and . dangerous ' of: these, since it

is- always-ready - to~ injure- the
physical organism, the human

in terms of a third World War?
It means that unless and. until
effective measures have been tak-
en to stop this mad, insane use of
nuclear fission, the human race
and everything else that breathes
and lives on this earth will perish.

Good News

BUT, thank God!" we are as-
sured by the Bible, that divine-in-
tervention in the person of the
returned glorified Christ will
shorten the last days "of these
troublous times in order that all
flesh shall ‘not be destroyed.
(Matt. 24:21, 22) And following
these days of darkness and de-

“spair, the glorious sunlight of the

new day of his presence and un-
foldment (revealment) will ban-
ish all the nightmarish fears, vex-
ations, and perplexities of these
days of transition from the old
into the new order of things.
Then will be fulfilled all the
wondrous  promises of restitution
(restoration) of all the things re-
counted by all God’s holy proph-
ets since the beginning of human
experience. It will also be the
time when the angelic message to
the shepherds at the time of the
birth of the Savior in Bethlehem
will be fulfilled, that message of
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good tidings of great: joy to ALL
people. -(Acts- 3:19-21;- Luke 2:10,
11) No, this proclamation of the
angel is not. a “pie in the sky”
hoax, but an asseveration of God’s
good will toward men.

That -will-be the time, not too

far distant now, we believe, when

Christ having taken unto himself
the. “power and great glory” of
his. millennial reign of righteous-
ness and truth, the governments
as we now know them shall be
no more—neither those controlled
by communism with its bragga-
docio and malevolent designs
toward - those in disagreement
with its political aims and ambi-
tions of world dominance, nor by
the western so-called liberalism,
generally known as democracy.
Both fail in their endeavors to
produce that state of affairs in
which every man, woman, and
child will be able to find lasting
happiness, peace, much less
health and lasting life.

With a government in control
such as Christ’s reign of right-
eousness and truth promises to
be, all the evils that now plague
the human race will be removed
and the interests and welfare of
the people will be of primary
concern. Then a man’s life will
not be held cheaply, but consid-
ered worth more than all the gold
of Ophir. The curse ‘of sin and
death also. will be rolled away,
and  sickness and death will. be
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no - more; for.:the Word: of the
Great Jehovah has vouchsafed it.
—Isa. 33:24; 25:8, 9; Rev. 21:1-5;
22:3 o , i

Even all the dead in Adam shall -
be awakened from the sleep of
death and given the opportunity
of . gaining everlasting life with
abundance. (I Cor. 15:21, 22; John
5:28, 29; 10:10) How much better
this than all the panaceas pro-
posed by unregenerate and scrip-
turally unenlightened man! No,
this is not “pie.in the sky,” but
the real and fundamental desire
of all nations which shall be
abundantly fulfilled in God’s due
time.—Haggai 2:7

Hopes Aroused

IT SEEMS strange, and yet not
without reason, that the atmos-
phere of these strenuous times
should be impregnated with ideas
that apply with considerable force
to the hopes of humanity in a
future time of peace and plenty.
For instance, before and during
World War One, peace was the
avowed objective. But to secure
that objective all nations were
then, as they still are, depending
upon the increase of armaments
to protect the peace. Before the
war, peace societies and persons
of prominence felt that such a
calamity as war was unthinkable.
And ‘even after the war was in
progress, some persons of emi-
nence were using their best en-
deavors to bring about a cessation
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of hostilities. Notable among such
were Mr. Henry Ford and Mr.
William Randolph Hearst.

That first World War was stat-
ed to be a war to end all ‘wars,
President Woodrow Wilson ‘was
re-clected to his second term of
office on the slogan of having
been one “who’ honorably has
kept us out of war.” But he did
not succeed in maintaining peace.
In fact, during that campaign for
re-election to office, negotiations
were being carried on for the en-
trance of the United States into
that conflict. That was a time of
war and not of peace, yet peace
was uppermost in the thoughts
and desires of the thinking ele-
ments of society. And when the
armistice was finally announced,
the jubilation was without bounds.

All know the result of that war
to end all wars, and its inequi-
table settlement of the Versailles
Treaty, the debts of the nations to
the United States repudiated with
but one exception—Finland—and
the seeds sown which ultimately
produced Mr. Hitler and the Sec-
ond World War. President Wil-
son’s brain-child, the League of
Nations, and the forming of a
world court, also failed to pre-
serve the peace for very long.
‘Following the world-wide *“flu”
epidemic, which took some of the
healthiest specimens of humanity,
came the great depression affect-
ing all nations.. And then came
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the most devasting war of all
time, the second World War.

Apparently the combative ele-
ment in human thinking and rea-
soning is more potent than that
of peace with its assurance of ulti-
mate plenty. The wilful and wan-
ton waste of human lives and
natural resources and the enor-
mous monetary costs - of ‘all-out
wars, such as the two mentioned
have been, is beyond all concep-
tion, so staggering is its vastness.
Yet men in their present fallen
state have not learned the:lesson
it should have taught them. Nor
have they learned from the nearly
two thousand years of the preach-
ing and teaching of Jesus. Christ
and - his faithful followers in the
ways of Jehovah God, the ways’
that the love of God and man
dictates. -

Were the expenditure of this
enormous cost of the preparation
for war and war itself diverted
to peaceful, useful, and beneficial
channels, what a difference it
would make in the political econ-
omy of every nation today. Even
those bent on war pursuits appear
to realize this, yet their course
of procedure is diametrically the
opposite of their more rational
thinking.

And now that we are living in
the so-called - “space age,” what
untold wealth is being expended
in this rivalry of the nations, par-
ticularly the Soviet Union and the
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United States, the two great na-
tions of earth today. It is folly to
hope that this sowing to the wind
can -escape the inevitable whirl-
wind, so clearly portrayed in the
Scriptures.  Increasing inflation,
mounting indebtedness of the na-
tions, cannot continue indefinite-
ly, ' but must inevitably reach the
critical stage, the time of reckon-
ing. It would seem that that time
cannot be too far off. And great
will be the crisis when it comes.

During World War Two, Hitler
promised the German people a
thousand years of peace. Little
did he know when he utered this
promise that we are living in the
beginning of the thousand years
of Christ’s presence, first of all to
prepare his faithful followers for
_ their participation with him in
the coming reign of righteousness
here on earth, when universal and
permanent peace and plenty will
be the heritage not only of the
German people, but all the
peoples of the earth. It seems
rather singular that Hitler should
have made that statement. Why
peace for a thousand years?

Mentq | Atmosphere

NOT only is the physical atmos-
phere, the air we breathe, becom-
ing polluted with radioactive fall-
out,. but the minds of many also
are- being impregnated .over the
airways,-. not only with : fearful
forebodings of the immediate fu-
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ture, but also with ideas and sug-
gestions tending ever more to
moral degeneracy and rebellion
toward all forms of restraint and
prohibition.

*While the air is the medium by
which all living, breathing things
exist, it is also the means, via
radio and television, by which
much that is salacious and de-
moralizing - is being transmitted.
However, it is also true that this
means of broadcasting sound and
pictures conveys the Lord’s mes-
sage of truth and hope for a fear-
filled world, as well as news re-
ports and other useful, interest-
ing, beneficial, and educational
items. ’ ‘

But in the main this is meore
than counterbalanced by that
which is more or less degrading
and deleterious from a spiritual
and ‘moral standpoint. Much of
error and misleading information
is also thereby conveyed. This is
very largely true also of the stage
and screen. The portrayal of bib-
lical subjects and plays designed
for moral uplift and for stimulat-
ing the -higher and nobler im-
pulses and emotions are negli-
gible. : .

Toial, Disarmament

THE Premier of -the Soviets
again proposes. a total disarma-
ment  program. To most of the
western observers, this-is merely
propaganda -designed to enhance
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the . prestige. of .communism. To
them it is only a reiteration of
his “pie in the sky” proposal.

However, the divine promise
for the future is just such an
arrangement. Both the Prophets
Isaiah (chapter 2) and Micah
(chapter 4) unequivocally declare
that when God’s kingdom, in the
hands of Christ, is established and
functioning in the earth, “he
shall judge among the nations,
and shall rebuke many people:
and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up sword against nation
neither shall they learn war any
more. But they shall sit every
man under his vine and under his
fig tree; and none shall make
afraid; for the mouth of the Lord
of hosts hath spoken it.”

It is to be conceded that in the
present circumstances, with the
international complications such
as they are, together with the pre-
dominating selfishness, the diffi-
culties to be encountered and the
obstacles surmounted, such a uto-
pian proposal would be seemingly
impossible, Not until the world
learns, through the “fire of God’s
jealousy” with which this Gospel
age comes to a precipitant, calam-
itous end, will humanity be ready
for the introduction of this gen-
erally conceded radical change
from a military economy to a
peace and plenty economy. Man's
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extremity will be God’s opportuni-
ty for the reformation and re-
generation of all the willing and
anxious to co-operate with the di-
vine program.-—Zeph. 3:8, 9

This prophecy of Zephaniah is
most revealing in this respect, for
it reads: “Therefore wait ye upon
me, saith the Lord, until the day
that I shall rise up to the prey:
for my determination is to gather
the nations [the peoples], that I
may assemble the kingdoms [the
governments], to pour upon them
mine indignation; -even all my
fierce anger: for all the earth
[the social order] shall be.-de-
voured with the fire of my jeal-
ousy. For then will I turn to the
people a pure language [or mes:
sage], that they may all call upon
the name of the Lord, to serve
him with one consent [margin,
shoulder, working “harmoniously
together, shoulder to shoulder].”

The End of the Age

IN THE Baok of Revelation,
chapter 16, verses 17 to 21, follow-
ing the statement relating to the
kings, or rulers, of the whole
world being gathered to “the bat-
tle of that great day of God Al-
mighty,” namely, “Armageddon,”
a seventh and last plague is said
to be “poured out into the air.”
The account reads: “And the
seventh [the last] angel poured
out his vial into the air; and
there came a great voice out of
the temple of heaven, saying, It
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is done.” Following this is record-
ed a state of confusion unparal-
leled i_n the history of man. -

The figures of speech used in
the last verses of this 18th chap-
ter of the Book of Revelation in-
dicate the breaking up of the
social order as we know it today.
That this pouring out of the last
plague into the air represents the
present powers of spiritual con-
trol is borne out by many Scrip-
tures. For instance, Jesus referred
to Satan, (whom no man can see
because he is of the spirit nature),
the great Adversary of God and
man, as “the prince of this world”
(Greek, kosmos, meaning order of
things), and the Apostle John
~wrote that “the whole world lieth
in the evil one.” (John 12:31; 14:
30; 1 John 5:19, R. V.) The Apostle
Paul denominated him ‘“the :god
of this world,” or age, and “the
prince of the power of the air.”—
I Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2

From this it can be seen that
the air in Bible symbology refers
to the powers of spiritual, or un-
seen, yet effective control, Hence,
the effect of this last plague be-
ing poured out into the air, or
Satan’s domain, would wunder-
standably lead to the chaos pic-
tured in the Book of Revelation.
Evidently the Devil now has great
wrath, knowing that he has but
a short time, since the Lord Jesus
has returned to take unto himself
his own, and, with them, to insti-
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tute the new order of spiritual
control. (Rev. 168:15) But, with the
binding of Satan, that he can de-
ceive the nations no more, will
come the era of peace leading to
the blessing and plenty of all who
have been born (the living and
the dead) in Adam.—Rev. 20:1-3;
Rom. 14:9; I Cor. 15:21-26

The Glory to Follow

JUST as sure as the prophecies
relating to the first advent of Je-
sus were fulfilled, and as the
events depicted of this Gospel age
have been fulfilled, even so those
relating to the future glory of
God’s footstool, the earth, will be
fulfilled. Some of the proposals
being made by imperfect, unre-
generate men, whether made in
good faith or not, because of the
weaknesses of the fallen flesh, -
may be but -“pie in the sky,” and
unrealistic now under Satan’s mis-
rule. But under the rule of right-
eousness and truth in the hands
of the divine Christ, all those glo-
rious promises made by all God’s
holy ‘prophets since the beginning
of the world will be just as cer-
tain of fulfilment as were the
prophecies relating to the Lord’s
first advent.—Acts 3:19-23

All the signs of these times un-
mistakably point to Christ’s pres-
ence for the purpose not only of
delivering his own faithful follow-
ers still remaining here on earth
and installing them as his asso-
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ciates in a place on his throne of
glory, but also for the deliverance
of the entire human race: from
their enslavement under the reign
of sin and death in the hands of
the usurper, Satan. Then all na-
tions. will be provided with the
opportunity for gaining human
perfection and everlasting life on
an earth made like the Garden of
Eden. Sin brought expulsion from
Eden; and death to our first par-
ents, and -consequently on -all
their offspring, but Christ will re-
store that which was lost. (Ps. 91:
14, 15; Rev.-3:21; Hosea 13:14
Through the Prophet Isaiah (60:

13) God, the Creator of this great
universe, has promised to make
this earth, the place of his feet,
glorious and, when his glory is
revealed, “all flesh shall see it
together: for the mouth of Jeho-
vah hath spoken it.” (Isa. 40:5)
Then those blinded by the Adver-
sary will see and understand that
God’s promises of a glorious. fu-
ture under the greater Mediator
than Moses, Christ Jesus, is yea
and amen, and not the “pie inthe
sky” hoax attributed to those ex-
ercising faith in God’s .glorious
promises relating to the future.—
Isa. 35

[ SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE e

Science and KReligion
Part Il

-ONE of the important dogmas of
the professed Christian religion is
the claim that the Heavenly Father;
his Son, Christ Jesus; and the Holy
Spirit; are three. beings, yet at the
same time are one in person. This
doctrine claims that Jesus, while
here, was God on earth; yet, while
~he was on earth, he prayed to his
Father in- heaven,. and  taught - his
disciples to. pray. to the Father in
heaven.

Is this“doctrine in harmiony thh
true ‘sciénce? According to all ob-
servations, ‘and- our accumulated

10

knowledge to date, one person, one
life, one force, one power, cannot
be at two or more different places
simultaneously, .

One may argue that the pressure
of 'the atmosphere is the same at
all points of the same’ elevation.
One may say that the wind is here
and also “over there” at the same
instant, True, the atmosphere can
have the same amount of pressure
at all points of the same elevation,
but the pressure at any given pomt
is an entity- in itself.
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One may argue, when a persons
.voice can_be heard with equal in-

tensity by different individuals at

different positions, that the energy
-of the sound waves is spread out
equally. The statement is correct,
but the energy at any given point,
although equal in quantity to that
at some other point, is not the same
.energy or the same entity. This
same idea can be partially illustrat-
ed by two $10 bills. They have the
same cash value but individualy
are separate and distinet bills,
Again, the sunlight, for example,
can cover the earth’s hemisphere at
the same time, but at each point
and instant the radiant energy is a
unique. entity of radiation in itself.
Another example: The rainbow that
one sees at a given instant with the
left eye is not exactly the same as
the rainbow seen with the right
eye at the same, or any other in-
stant.

How then can the. Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, being as claimed,
a single entity, be at different
places at the same time? To this
question may. come the reply that
to- God all things are possible. It is
agreed that God is all-powerful, He
can indeed do all things, but the
fact remains that he does not do
all things. He could have made the
earth of solid gold, but he did not.

The question is, not what God can

_do, but rather-what he has done
“and will do, e

How could God, the Father, be
in heaven, and, at the same time,
be within the body of Jesus Christ
here on earth? Are the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit actually
one in person? From the standpoint
of physical seience it is not possible.
Is it scripturally true? Or is this
dogma merely one of the traditions
of men which has come down to us
from a darker past? .

A correct and more comprehen-
sive reading of the Scriptures re-
veals that the Heavenly Father and
his Son, Christ Jesus, are separate
individuals. Nowhere does the Bible
say they are one in person. The
Scriptures also reveal that the Holy
Spirit is not a person, but the holy
influence, or power, of God. With
this interpretation of the Scriptures
there is no conflict with observa-
tions in physical science.

For a more detailed examination
of what the Bible teaches. pertain-
ing to the Heavenly Father; his Son,
Christ Jesus; and the Holy Spirit,
we recommend the booklet en-
titled, “Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it>” A single copy will be sent to
any address free. For prices on
quantity lots, see page 33,

TOO GREAT A RISK: A report in Time magazine reveals the tragic ex-
tent to which Protestants in Spain are persecuted. It seems that Prot-
estants may not hold government jobs, teach school, or become officers
in the armed forces. In business they are seldom promoted, and often
demoted when their religious beliefs are discovered. The report lists
" various other ways in which there is discrimination against Protestants,
and difficulties put In their way. But they are allowed to carry out
their simple services unmolested. Concerning this one "Spaniard ob-
sarved, “Of course, the police are ofraid to send observers into the
“Protestant churches. They might be converted.”



BIBLE STUDY

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 6

tanding By a Rew Convert

GOLDEN TEXT: “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.”

ACTS 9:10-20, 26-29

HEN on the Damascus road

Saul learned that Jesus was
the true Messiah, he was told to
go into the city, that there he would
be instructed in what he was to
do. In Damascus there was a dis-
ciple whose name was Ananias, to
whom the Lord appeared in a vision
and directed him to visit Saul. Ana-
nias was told that Saul was pray-
ing, with the implication that he,
Ananias, was being sent in answer
to Saul's prayers.

Ananias at first objected. He
knew of Saul, as did all the dis-
ciples. He knew that Saul had bit-
terly persecuted the brethren in
Jerusalem, and that he was on a
similar mission to Damascus, No
details are given, but it is interest-
ing to realize that the disciples in
Damascus did know that Saul was
on his way to their city with au-
thority from the chief priest “to
bind all” the followers of Jesus.
Evidently the disciples had effec-

—Ephesians 4:32

tive means of securing important
information of this kind,” and of
passing it on to those who would
benefit by it.

Answering the objection raised
by Ananias, the Lord said to him,
“Go thy way:. for he is a chosen
vessel unto me, to bear my name
before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israel, For I will
show him how great things he must
suffer for my name’s sake (vss.
15, 16) This, in reality, was a proph-
ecy outlining Saul’s ministry and
the experiences he would encoun-
ter in connection with it. And how
accurately it was all fulfilled!

How different was Saul's intro-
duction to discipleship and the min-
istry than is often stressed today
in nominal church circles, Usually
today those who are being urged
to “join the church” are told of
the material benefits it will mean
to them—how it will improve their
standing in the community, and so
forth. Some denominations go even
further and assure the candidate

THE DAWM



of better health, and economic se-
curity.

But no such inducements were
held out to Saul. It was made plain

to him from the start that the,
Christian way would be one of suf- -

fering, And Saul knew what this
meant, He knew of the bitterness
and hatred of Israel’s religious
leaders against the disciples of Je-
sus. He knew that now this hatred
would be rallied against him in
every conceivable manner and in
every possible place, But Paul ac-
cepted the challenge and responsi-
bility, knowing that the One who
had stopped him on the Damascus
road was abundantly able to help
him in his every time of need.
When Ananias, who at first hesi-
tated about visiting Saul, entered
the house. where this “chosen ves-
sel” was praying, he put his hand
on his shoulder and addressed him,
“Brother Saul,” Two remarkable
traits of character are here re-
vealed. First, the absolute faith of
Ananias in the wisdom of the Lord
in asking him to wisit Saul, and
second, the great generosity of his
love-filled heart which enabled him
so quickly to accept a former ene-
my as a brother in Christ.
Another miracle occurred. Saul’s
blindness which resulted from his
experience on the Damascus road
was removed. He was at once bap-
tized. Following this he spent a few
days with the brethren in Damas-
cus, and then, following the impul-
ses of the Holy Spirit with which he
was now filled, he began to preach
Christ in the synagogues, affirming
the fact that he was the Son of God.
“‘Ordinarily one so new in the
Christian way would not be quali-
fied to preach Christ. But it is well
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to remember that Saul, or Paul, re-
ceived special inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, for he was -called to
be one of the twelve specially in-

. spired apostles. Besides, Saul was

well ‘dequainted with the teachings
of the Old Testament, He knew
what the prophecies said concern-
ing the Messiah, His only “blind
spot” had been in not being able
to see that Jesus was the Messiah,
Now this had been revealed to him,
and he was ready to present this
great truth to his fellow Jews. He
even “confounded the Jews which
dwelt at Damascus,”—vs. 22

His suffering was not long de-
layed. Opposition arose against him,
and his brethren had to spirit him
out of the city, Then he went to
Jerusalem. There he attempted to
mingle with the disciples, but they
were understandably afraid of him.
“But Barnabas  took him, and
brought him to the apostles, and
declared unto them how he had
seen the Lord in the way, and that
he had spoken to hitn, and how he
had preached boldly at Damascus
in the name of Jesus.” (vs, 27) The
spirit of forgiveness mentioned in
our Golden Text prevailed, and Paul
was accepted by the brethren in
Jerusalem, Here also he was bold
in witnessing to the truth.

QUESTIONS

Whom..did the Lord use as Soul's first
* Christian .instructor?

What special traits of character do we
see manifested in Ananias?

Explain how Savl was qualified to preach
Christ so soon after conversion.

Who introduced Pau! to the brethren in
Jerusalem? : '
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13

Puer’s Broadening Hiinistry

GOLDEN: TEXT “Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth | per-
ceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.”

ACTS 11:1-18

HROUGH the Prophet Amos
% God had said to the nation of
Israel, “You only have I known of
all the families of the earth.” (Amos
3:2) It was in keeping with this that
when Jesus first sent his disciples
into the ministry he said to them,
“Go not into the way of the Gen-
tiles, and into any city of the Sa-
maritans enter ye not. But go rath-
er to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.*-—Matt. 10:5, 6
After his . resurrection, Jesus
broadened the scope of his com-
mission, saying to his disciples, “Ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth. (Acts 1:8) But
the “uttermost part of the earth”
at that time was not a large terri-
tory. Gathered at Jerusalem at
Pentecost were devout Jews “out of
every nation under heaven.” (Acts
2:5)So the apostles could have.mis-
understood ‘Jesus’ commission, sup-
posing that they were to witness
merely . to Jews who:lived in the
“uttermost part of the earth”
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—Acts 10:34, 35

In any event, when the time came
in the divine plan- for the Gospel
to go to the Gentiles, miracles were
required to prepare the mind of
Peter to accept this broadened min-
istry and to co-operate in it. And
there was a “due time” for this to
take place. God had always loved
the people of all nations, and so
did Jesus, Indeed, Jesus laid down
his life for the sins of the whole
world, .

But God had entered into a spe-
cial covenant with the natural de-
scendants of Abraham, God prom-
ised Abraham that through his seed
he would bless all the families of
the earth, and he had said to the
Israelites, Abraham’s natural seed,
“If ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto
me above all people: ... ye shall
be unto me a kmgdom of priests,
and an holy nation.”—Ezxod. 19:5, 6

This implied that the “seed” of
blessing promised to Abrah am
would be made up exclusively from
his . natural descendants, if by.their
faithfulness they qualified for this
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high honor. But the nation as a
whole did not qualify. Generation

after generation proved unfaithful,

The nation was taken eaptive to
Babylon because of unfaithfulness,

While in Babylon:the Lord: prom: i
ised the Prophet Daniel! that the

“covenant” with - Israel would be
“confirmed” for “one week”—i
symbolic . time a period of seven

years—from the coming, of then' |

Messiah,—Dan, 9:27

Jesus, of course, was the Mes-
siah, and without doubt he knew
about this promise, hence restricted
his ministry and the ministry of his
disciples to the people of Israel.
The prophecy stated that.the Mes-
siah would be “cut off” in the midst
of this “week.” (vss. 26, 27) And he
was. Jesus’ ministry lasted only
three and one-half years. So, after
his resurrection, Jesus knew that
even though he commissioned 'his
disciples to witness for him through-
out the whole earth, the final three
and one-half years of exclusive fa-
vor to Israelites would elapse be-
before any Gentiles' were reached.

And it turned out this way. Even
when the time did come for the
Gospel to go to the Gentiles the
disciples were not ready, hence the
special vision to Peter. The Gen-
tiles were looked upon by the Jews
as being unclean, hence the appro-
priateness, in the vision, of the un-
clean animals let down from heaven,
So when, as a result of the instruc-
tions of an angel to Cornelius, the
first : Gentile convert, to send for
Peter, and he met and conversed
with those who had come for him,
he began to see the meaning of the
vision,

. When Peter went to the home of
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Cornelius ‘and preached the Gospel
to him and to his household, an-
other miracle ocecurred, a miracle
identical with the one all the dis-
ciples had witnessed at Pentecost
when-the Holy Spirit came upon the
Jewish believers there, Peter knew
beyond doubt that this was a token
that God had accepted these Gen-

_tile converts.

Now Peter recognized that in
truth God was “no respecter of per-
sons: but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh right-
eousness, is accepted with him.”
(Acts 10:34; 35) God had never been
a respecter. of persons. It was mere-
ly that he had made special prom-
ises to the natural descendants of
Abraham, and he -was faithful to
those ‘promiges until the time limit
he had placed upon them had ex-
pired.

As the plan of God unfolds, - it is

revealed that primarily Jesus is the

promised “Seed” of Abraham. (Gal.
3:8, 16) But Jesus will' have joint-
heirs. (Rom. 8:17) - These will be
those who follow him, suffering and
dying with him, This “faith seed”
is made up of both Jews and Gen-
tiles, although these distinctions
vanish as they all merge into the
oneness of Christ—Gal, 3:2729 -

QUESTIONS

Why did it require a special vision to
induce Peter to preach fo Cornelius?

Explain why the -fime had come for the
Gospel to go. to the Gentiles?

Who . is the - “faith seed” .of Abraham?
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20

BGood Rews for the World

GOLDEN TEXT: “Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his
people from their sins.”—Matthew 1:21

LUKE 2:8-14

HE story of the angel’s visit to

the shepherds informing them
of the birth of Jesus is one that
never grows old. It was “good tid-
ings of great joy™ then, and it is
the same today. Throughout the
centuries since that “holy night”
many milions have had their hearts
made glad by this story, and yet
its real fulfilment is still future.
Eventually it will be glad tidings to
all people, not merely as a story,
but in the fact that salvation from
sin, sickmess, and death will be
made available to aill,

That the shepherds were in the
fields tending their sheep the night
Jesus was born would indicate that
December 25.is not the correct an-
niversary of his birth. While the
winters in Palestine are not as se-
vere as they are in many parts of
the world, it is too cold for sheep
to be kept in the open fields.

The approximate date of Jesus’
birth is October 1. This is deduced
from the fact that he was crucified
in the spring of the year, at the
time of the Jewish passover. Jesus
was just thirty years of age when
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he began his ministry; a ministry
which lasted for three and one-half
years, Thus he was thirty-three and
one-half years old when he was cru-
cified, This being in the spring of
the year would mean that' he was
born about the first of October,

Of course, the date of Jesus’ birth
is not too-important. The important
thing is that he was born, that
thus he was “made flesh™ for “the
suffering of death,” and .that “by
the grace of God” he tasted “death
for every man.” (Heb. 2:9) The in-
fant Jesus could not be the “Sav-
ior” of the world, Only the “man
Christ Jesus” could give himself a
“ransom for all.” This he did, and
the glorious fact of the redemption
from death thus made possible will,
in God’s due time, be testifled to
all mankind.—I Tim. 2:36

A “multitude of the heavenly
hosts™ sang, “Glory to God in the
highest, and:on:earth peace, good
will toward men.” (vss, 13; 14) In
modern times this has been trans-
lated to' read, “Peace on earth
among men of ‘good will* But this
is an erroneous translation, devised
to compensate for a lack of under-
standing of just what was implied
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by this prophecy of the angels, The
professed Christian world knows
that peace has not been established
as a result of Jesus’ birth, so they

assume that the angels meant that -

peace would come only to men of
good will.

Actually, men of good will have
always had peace among them-
selves, It did not require the birth
of Jesus to bring this about. What
the angels really told the shepherds
was that the birth of Jesus was a
manifestation of God’s good will
toward men; for God, in his love,
had sent his Son to be the Redeem-
er and Savior of the world.

Except in the making of promises
through his prophets, God’s good
will - had not been manifested
toward mankind since our first
parents were driven out of the Gar-

den of Eden and sentenced to death.

because of sin. He had shown lim-
ited favor to a few who exercised
faith in his promises, but he had
given life to none. He had given
the Israelites an opportunity to gain
life by keeping the Law, but they
had failed. But now, in fulfilment
of his promises to send a Redeem-
er and Deliverer, Jesus was born as
a marvelous manifestation of God’s
good will,

The name “Jesus” means Savior.
In order for Jesus to be a Savior it
was necessary for him to die as the
Redeemer, And in his death we see
another manifestation of God’s good
will toward men, Then Jesus re-
turns to establish his kingdom that
through the agencies of that king-
dom the world might be enlight-
ened and given an opportunity to
benefit from his death as their Re-
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deemer. This opportunity will reach
the living and also the dead, an-
other manifestation of God’s good
will. And in his kingdom, peace wiil
also come to the world.

ACTS 11:19-26

The ministry of the disciples was
at first confined to the Israelites,
but with the conversion of Cornc-
lius they began more and more to
preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.
However, only in a very lmited
sense did this begin the fulfilment
of the angel’s prophecy that th:
“good tidings” of Jesus’ birth as a
Savior would be to all people.

The purpose of the general wit-
nessing of the Gospel in this agns
is to reach those who respond in
terms of full devotion to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus which lead to
sacrificial death. Those who now rc¢-
spond to the Gospel, and meet the
terms of this “high calling,” will b2
exalted to immortality in the res-
urrection, to live and reign with
Christ for the blessing of the re-
mainder of the world of mankind.

QUESTIONS

What is the proper date of Jesus’ birth?
What was the purpose of Jesus’ death?

When will the “‘good tidings” reach ail
mankind?

What is meant by ‘““good will toward
men”?

What is the work of God during thz
present age?
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27

God, Our iazlp

GOLDEN TEXT: “Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for
you.”—I Peter 5:7

ACTS 12:1-12

HE chief persecutors of the
apostles and others in the
Early Church were the Jewish reli-
gious leaders, However, there were
exceptions, and today’s lesson fo-
cuses attention on a partial excep-
tion. King Herod, a respresetative
of the Roman government,
“stretched forth his hands to vex
certain of the church, And he killed
James the brother of John with the
sword. And because he saw it
pleased the Jews, he proceeded
further to take Peter also.”—vss. 1-3
Seemingly Herod had nothing in
particular against the followers of
Jesus. But he wished to be popular
with the Jews, over whom he ex-
ercised authority, and he was will-
ing to murder those whom they
disliked in order to please them.
Thus the  Jewish enemies of the
church were indirectly responsible
for the death of James and the im-
prisonment of Peter.

King Herod gives evidence of be-
ing an observing man. He had
learned of the intense devotion of
the Jewish people to their feast of
the Passover, and to the Passover
season—mistranslated “Easter” in
the King James Version. (vs, 4) He
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sensed, therefore, that as much as
they would like to see Peter out of
the way, they would not relish hav-
ing him put to death during these
special holy days.. So Peter was
thrown into prison to be held untll
after the Passover,

But the brethren were praymg
for him, a group being assembled
for this purpose at the home of
Mary, the mother of John, whose
surname was Mark, (vs. 12) The
Passover ended, Herod had ar-
ranged to have Peter brought forth
from prison the following day to be
slain, To make doubly sure that
there would be no miscarriage of
this plan, Peter was kept bound
with two chains between two
soldiers.

Peter was sleeping! What a won-
derful testimony this is of his com-
plete confidence in the wisdom and
love of God. Peter was not worried.
and restless. Under that tremen-
dous mental and physical strain he
was able to sleep. From the human
standpoint there seemed no likeli-
hood that he would be saved from
death, There was no basis for sup-
posing that God would intervene to
save him. God had permitted James
to be Kkilled. He had allowed  Ste-
phen to be stoned to death; and
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Jesus, his Master, had been cruci-
fied, And had not Jesus said that
the servant could not expect to be
above his Lord?

Not that we should discount the
effectiveness of the prayers that
were being offered on behalf of
Peter; these prayers were, doubt-
less, more that Peter would be given
strength to bear up under his trial
than -they were for his deliverance.
The brethren in the Early Church
knew that they had the privilege
of suffering and dying with Jesus,
and whether death came suddenly
at the hands of enemies, or whether
they laid down their lives in serv-
ice, was of no great concern to
them. They wanted above all else
that the Lord’s will be done. And
this applied to Peter as well as to
themselves.

As Peter slept that night, the
prison suddenly became ablaze with
light. An angel of the Lord had
come to deliver him. Peter was one
of the Lord’s “little ones,” of whom
Jesus said that “their angels do al-
ways behold the face of my Father
which is in heaven.” (Matt, 18:10)
Now one of these angels, having
learned that it was the Father’s
will that Peter be delivered from
the prison, had come for this pur-
pose.

The angel “smote” Peter to awak-
en him, saying, “Arise up quickly.
And his chains fell off from his
hands. And the angel said unto
him, ‘Gird thyself, and bind on thy
sandals, , .. Cast thy garment about
thee, and follow me.” (vss. 7, 8)
Peter did this, although as yet he
was not fully awake, and did mot
realize what was taking place. He
thought he was seeing a vision.
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The angel led Peter past “the
first and the second ward. (trans-
lated, “guard” in the Diaglott).”
This indicates that the way out of
the prison was not an easy one.
But the angel knew the way. This
was the important thing. This is
true in the experiences of all God’s
people, “The angel of the Lord en-
campeth round about” all those
who fear the Lord, “and delivereth

_them.” (Ps, 34:7) And regardless of

the difficulties which confront us,
our angels know the way that the
Lord wants us to go.

The angel led Peter to the “iron
gate that leadeth unto the city.”
Even if Peter could have gotten
this far by his own abilities, the
iron gate would have blocked him.
But with the angel there, the “iron
gate” “opened to them of its own
accord,” and they went out of the
prison into the city and to freedom.
Peter found his way to the home
of Mary, and they were greatly “as-
tonished” that he should have been
delivered. But God’s will for Peter
was different than it was for James,
No wonder Peter could write, as in
our Golden Text, that we should
cast all our care upon the Lord.
Every “iron gate” that confronts
us will open of its own accord, in
God’s due time and way.

QUESTIONS

Who were the chief persecutors of the
Early Church? .

Did Peter expect to be delivered from
prison?

Can we expect the angels to deliver us
from trials?
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THE BIBLE VERSUS TRADITION

Avrticle Xl

‘The Beginning of God’s Creation

“These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God.”—Revelation 3:14

"IN JOHN 3:16 Jesus is referred

to as God’s ‘“only begotten
son.” In our text he is described
as “the beginning of the creation
of God.” Concerning Jesus the
Apostle Paul wrote, “By him were
aill things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, vis-
ihle and invisible, whether they
ha thrones, or dominions, or prin-
cipalities, or powers: all things
were created by him.” (Col. 1:16)
In Ephesians 3:9 we read that
(od used Jesus Christ to create
2]l things, and John 1:3 reads,
“All things were made by him;
and without him was not anything
riade that was made.”

The united testimony of these
texts of Scripture reveal clearly
that there was a time in the dim
and uncomprehensible past when
the Jehovah of the Old Testa-
ment, the Heavenly Father of the
New, was alone, and that his first
and only direct creative act was
the bringing into existence of the
one referred to in the Bible as

20

his beloved Son. After this, as the
Scriptures reveal, .Jehovah used
his Son as his active agent in all
the remaining works of creation,
and “without him was not -any-
thing made that was made.”

The Scriptures reveal that from
the very beginning the beloved
Son of God was always in very
close relationship with his Father
and Creator. In Genesis 1:26 this
is emphasized. God is speaking,
and he says, “Let us make man
in our image.” The use of the
pronouns “us” and “our” indi-
cates that in making this state-
ment God applied it to himself
and his Son, who worked with
him in connection with the crea-
tion of man. '

In John 1:1-3 Jesus is referred
to as the “Word” of God. In the
Greek text it is Logos, which lit-
erally means spokesman, or
mouthpiece. In ancient times
kings would speak to their people’
while concealed behind a lattice,
addressing. their remarks quietly
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to a mouthpiece who stood in
front of the lattice, and who re-
layed them to the audience. This
spokesman was called a logos.
Thus Jesus is the Logos of the
Creator, acting as well as speak-
ing for him.

Poor Translation

THE meaning of the informa-
tion set forth in John 1:1-3 is ob-
scured by a faulty translation,
particularly in- verse 1. In our
Common Version translation it
reads that “the Word [the logos]
was God.” This incorrect transla-
tion has helped to support the tra-
dition that the Heavenly Father
and his beloved Son are one and
the same person. However, a more
correct translation of the Greek
would read, “The Word was a
God; the same was in the begin-
ning with the God.”

In the New Testament the
Greek word translated “God” is
theos, but it does not always ap-
ply to the Creator. In II Corin-
thians 4:4 theos is applied to the
Devil, - who is described as: the
“god of this world.” Theos simply
means a deity, a mighty one, the
identity of the being to whom it
is- applied having to be deter-
mined by the context in which it
is used. The Logos was a mighty
Deity, but not “The” Deity, not
the great and Almighty God over
all. He was “a’* God, but not “The”
God, as the Greek in this instance
indicates, the definite article, the
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being used. In the Greek language
there is no definite article such
as “a,” hence when the definitc
article is used in the Greek it
means some special, or particular,
person, place or thing. When it is
just a God, theos is not preceded
by the definite article, the.

Just as the Logos was with
“The God” in the beginning, and
served under him as the Creator
of all things, so he gladly camec
to earth on the mission of re-
deeming and saving the sin-cursed
and fallen human race from
death. He was ‘“made flesh,” thc
Scriptures inform us. (John 1:14)
John adds, “We beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and
truth.” The wuse of the word
“glory” in'this text does not mean
that Jesus was divine while cn
earth. Paul explains that there is
a terrestrial, or earthly glory.
This was the glory that was given
to Adam when he was created
perfect, and Jesus was the exact
counterpart of Adam.—Ps. 8:4, 5;
I Cor. 15:40

A Corresponding Price

IT WAS necessary that Jesus b>
made flesh, else he could not
have been the Redeemer of fallen
man. It was his “flesh,” his per-
fect humanity, which he gave for
the “life of the world.” (John ¢:
51) In I Timothy 2:3-6 the Apostlc
Paul refers to this as a “ransom,”
or corresponding price. The only
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life that could correspond with
the perfect life of father Adam,
was a perfect human life. It was
this perfect human life which Je-
sus voluntarily laid down in sacri-
fice, that sacrifice being consum-
mated on Calvary’s cross.

Contrary to human traditions
which have come down to us from
the Dark Ages, Jesus never
claimed that he was the Heavenly
Father. Nor did he claim to be
equal with the Father. On the
contrary he said, “My Father is
greater than 1.” (John 14:28) How
could this possibly be true if Je-
sus and the Father were one and
the same person? )

A mistranslation of Philippians
2:5-8 has been used to bolster the
false tradition that Jesus was
equal with the Father. The King
James Version states in this pas-
sage that Jesus “thought it not
robbery to be equal with God.”
Nearly every other translation
gives the opposite thought. The
Emphatic Diaglott says that Jesus
“did not meditate a usurpation to
be like God.” We will quote the
entire passage in order to see how
much this corrected translation
is in keeping with the spirit of
Paul’s admonition:

“Let this disposition be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus:
who, though being in God’s form,
vet did not meditate a usurpation
to be like God, but divested him-
self, taking a bondman’s form,
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having been made in-the likeness
of men; and being in condition
as a man, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient unto death,

‘even the death of the cross.”

Thus Paul admonishes the
Christian to follow Jesus’ example
of humility who, while before
coming to earth was a mighty
God the Logos, did not aspire to
be equal with Jehovah, the Crea-
tor, but instead, in his desire to
do his Father’s will, gladly sub-
mitted to the humiliation of be-
coming a man to -suffer-and to
die for the human race. As a man,
Jesus continued ‘to exhibit. this
same spirit of humility. He said,
“I can of mine own self do noth-
ing.” (John 5:30) And again, “I
have not spoken of myself; but
the Father which sent me, he
gave me a commandment, what I
should say, and what I should
speak.”—John 12:49

Oneness of Father and Son

JESUS declared to the Jews, “1
and my Father are one.” (John
10:30) This statement has been
misued in an attempt to prove
that Jesus and the Heavenly Fa-
ther were one and the same per-
son. But all will concede, we be-
lieve, that there are forms of one-
ness other than that of personali-
ty. As a matter of fact, Jesus
proved this to be true when later,
in praying to his Heavenly Father
on behalf of his disciples, he
said, “That they all may be one;
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as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be
one in us.,”—John 17:21

It is obvious that Jesus did not
ask his Heavenly Father to make
his disciples one with him in per-
son, yet he did pray for the same
kind of oneness as existed be-
tween himself and the Heavenly
Father. The thought clearly is a
oneness of purpose, a oneness in
this respect so complete that the
Heavenly Father’s will was Jesus’
supreme rule of life. Jesus de-
lighted to do his Father’s will,
and he prayed that his followers
might likewise be sancitfied, or
set apart by the Word of truth,
likewise to know and do the di-
vine will.

Knowing and doing the divine
will is basic to being a Christian
acceptable to God. No one will
ever gain everlasting life, either
in heaven or on earth, who even
in the slightest degree is in oppo-
sition to the Heavenly Father’s
will. It is in keeping with this
that Jesus taught his disciples to
pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven.”-—Matt. 6:10

The true disciples of Christ
even now, and despite the imper-
fections of their flesh, seek to
have the will of God done in their
hearts and lives. It will require
the thousand years of Christ’s
mediatorial reign on earth to es-
tablish the will of God in the
hearts of all mankind. However,
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when that gigantic task is accom-
plished, the Son himself will con-
tinue to be subject to the Father.
Paul explains it thus:

“He [Christ] must reign, till he
hath put all enemies under his
feet. The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death. For he [Jeho-
vah] hath put all things under
his [Jesus’] feet. But when he
saith all things are put under him
[Jesus], it is manifest that he
[Jehovah] is excepted, which did
put all things under him [Jesus].
And when all things shall be sub-
dued unto him, then shall the Son
also himself be subject unto him
[Jehovah] that put all things un-
der him, that God [Jehovah] may
be all in all.”—I Cor. 15:25-28
. In the face of a plain statement
of Scripture like this, who can
justifiably argue that the Creator
and his beloved Son are one and
the same person? How could a
person be subject to himself? On
the other hand, this clearcut
statement by the Apostle Paul
reveals further the perfect one-
ness of purpose which exists be-
tween the Father and the Son, a
oneness which will extend even
beyond Christ’s thousand-year
reign, beyond which, and for all
eternity, he will continue to be
subject to the Father.

In God’s Image

JESUS said te Philip, “He that
hath seen me hath seen the Fa-
ther.” (Jokn 14:9) This is another
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text which is used by the support-
crs of tradition in an effort to
prove that Jesus and the Father
were one in person. However, we
‘know that this is not what Jesus
i.1eant, for Jehovah said to Moses,
~There shall no man see me, and
live.” (Exod. 33:20) Besides, the
.Aposile John wrote, “The Law
vvas given by Moses, but grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ.
o man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Fa-
ther, he hath declared him.”—
John 1:17, 18

Thus John explains what Jesus
meant when he said, “He that
hath seen me hath seen the Fa-
ther.” Jesus, ' like the perfect
Adam, was in the image of God,
and his perfect and glorious per-
sonality reflected the characteris-
tics of God. Besides, in a very
special sense, he represented God
in the earth. He spoke the words
which God gave him to speak. His
riiracles were performed by the
power of God and as a manifesta-
tion of the love of God. He taught
iis disciples the will of God.

So completely were these things
true of Jesus that had the Heav-
c¢aly Father been personally pres-
cent with the disciples, they would
L.ave -heard nothing different,
s2en no greater miracles, and
witnessed no greater manifesta-
tion of patience, kindness, and
mercy than that which was dis-
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played by Jesus, the beloved Son
of God. Thus it was true that
those who saw Jesus in the sense
of knowing the virtues of his per-
fect character, and of being in-
fluenced by his teachings, had
been brought into contact with
the Father in as full a sense as
it will ever be possible for any
member of the fallen human race:

When we accept the clear
teachings of the Bible that Jesus
is the beloved Son of God, and
not God himself, we are no longer
faced with “mysteries.” For ex-
ample, Jesus frequently prayed
to his Heavenly Father. If he and
the Father were one in pefson,
this would mean that he prayed
to himself. When he cried on the
cross, “My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me?” it would
mean that he had forsaken him-
self.—Matt. 27:46

While hanging on the cross Je-
sus also said to his Father, “Into
thy hands I commend my spirit,”
my life. (Luke 23:46) He believed
that his Heavenly Father would
raise him from the dead. On the
day of Pentecost Peter testified
that God did raise Jesus from the
dead. (Acts 2:31, 32) But how un-
true and bewildering all this
would be if Jesus and the Father
were one and the same person!
It would mean: that Jesus did not
actually die at all. Nor did God
raise his Son from the dead, if
the Father and the Son. were the
same person.
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How thankful we should be that
there is no necessity for trying
to understand such “mysteries”
as these, knowing that Jesus was
the beloved Son of God who
humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death. He was ac-
tually “made flesh.” He did not
assume a human form. He gave
his humanity in death to redeem
the world of mankind from death.
He did not feign death. Every-
thing about Jesus was genuine
and sincere.

Jesus Exalted

ON THE night before he was
crucified, Jesus prayed to his Fa-
ther, saying, “Glorify thou me
with thine own self with the glory
which I had with thee before the
world was.” (John 17:5) It was a
marvelous glory that Jesus had
as the Logos in his prehuman ex-
istence, and in his humility he
simply asked - the Father to re-
store this glory to him when he
had finished his mission on- earth
as the world’s Redeemer.

However, when Jesus was
raised from the dead he was ex-
alted far above the glory .of na-

ture and office which he enjoyed.

before humbling himself to be-
come a man. The Apostle Paul
wrote, “God ... hath highly ex-
alted him [Jesus], and given him
a name which is above every
name: that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, ... and
that every tongue. should confess

BIBLE STUDY

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”—Phil.
2:9-11

The Apostle Paul speaks of the
resurrected Jesus as the ‘“last
Adam,” explaining that he was
“made a quickening” or life-giv-
ing spirit, or spirit being. (I Cor.
15:45) Actually, Jesus was exalted
to the divine nature, and made
“the express image” of the Fa-
ther. (Heb. 1:3) It is because of
this highly exalted position of of-
fice and nature that he gives life
to those for whom he gave his
human life, He will give everlast-
ing life to all the willing and
obedient. It is for this reason that
he is referred to by the Prophet
Isaiah as the “everlasting Father.”
—Isa. 9:6

It is in keeping with this that
Jesus said, “As the Father raiseth
up the dead, and quickeneth
them; even so the Son quickeneth
whom he will. For the Father
judgeth no man, but hath commit-
ted all judgment unto the Son:
that - all men should honor the
Son, even as they honor the Fa-

‘ther. He that honoreth not the

Son honoreth not the Father
which hath sent him.”—John 5:
21-23

Not only does the Heavenly Fa-
ther want us to honor his beloved
Son, but, as the Apostle Paul
wrote, he has commanded the an-
gels to worship him. (Heb. 1:6, 7)
Just as the Prophet Isaiah wrote,
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Jesus in his highly exalted posi-
tion is now “The mighty God,” to
be worshiped by angels and
men. But he is not the Almighty
Jehovah; and, as we have seen,
at the close of his thousand-year
reign on the earth, he will himself
continue subject to the Father.

Isaiah further prophesied con-
cerning Jesus that he would be
a “Wonderful Counselor,” and
“The Prince of Peace.” (Isa. 9:6)
These titles relate to aspects of
the work to be accomplished dur-
ing the thousand years of Christ’s
reign on the earth. As “Counsel-
or,” and through the various

_people will be instructed in the

ways of truth and righteousness.
As “The Prince of Peace” he will
establish peace between God and
men, the outgrowth of which will
be peace in all human relation-
ships.

It was because God “so loved”
the world that he sent his Son to
be the Redeemer and Restorer of
the people. Jesus was motivated
by the same love and was willing
to suffer and die that the people
might live. Shall we not continue
to give glory to God and to Jesus,
and rejoice that they have re-
vealed themselves to us through

agencies of the kingdom, the

his Word?

NOT AGAINST TRUE REASON

ARCHAEOLOGY holds no more compelling mystery
tiran that of the Olmee Indians, who, it is claimed, ruled
the Gulf Coast of Mexico even before the time of Christ.
The early Olmecs were apparently inventive and cultivated
people, and very adept in the field of sculpture. Instead
of being more primitive than its successors, Olmec art,
it is said, is on the whole refined and more naturalistic
than that produced by later civilizations. This, it is ad-
mitted, bothers archaeologists, for it seems to go against .
reason. This would indeed go against the reasoning of
archaeologists, the most of whom are still endeavoring te
believe the theory of human evolution. But it is not against
reason which is based on the Bible, for the Bible tells us
that man is falling, not evolving. )
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| CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

Where Do We St_and? |

HERE do we stand? We trust

that all who are striving to
please the Lord are standing upon
the sure foundation of the ex-
ceeding great and precious prom-
ises of God’s Word of truth. No
amount of fanciful or speculative
reasoning can produce the heart
satisfaction of a “thus saith the
Lord.”

We are living at a time in the
history of the church of God when
many of those once enlightened
by present truth have become
lukewarm with regard to the ne-
cessity for displaying zeal, ener-
gy, .in the service of our Lord and
the Bible truth. All the enlight-
ened of this Gospel age have been
called to this service, in the one
hope of their calling. Some seem
to think that their past efforts to
show forth the virtues of our God
and Heavenly Father are suffi-
cient, and that so long as they
have the truth they will be “borne
beyond the skies on flowery beds
of ease, while others fought to
win the prize and. sailed through

CHRISTIAN. LIFE AND DOCTRINE

bloody seas,” as the poet so suc-
cinctly and graphically stated it.
How illogical!

The Prophet Isaiah (52:1) ex
horts: “Awake, awake, put on thy
strength, O Zion!” “Arise, shine;
for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon
thee.” (Isa. 60:1) This latter ex-
hortation is followed by the state-
ment that “darkness shall cover
the earth, and gross darkness the
people.”” While this hortatory
statement of the prophet was orig-
inally:designed for natural Israel,
it would appear to have a more
definite application to spiritual
Israel, for it is stated in connec-
tion with the future—“Darkness
shall cover the earth.” While the
light of God’s Word is shining
more brightly now than ever be
fore, and the “day star” has aris
en in our hearts (II Pet. 1:19), the
world outlook becomes darker as
we think of these troublous times
approaching unto the catastrophic
climax of this world order and
age. ‘
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It is surprising to note how
many times the word “stand” is
used in the Bible with reference
to God’s people. As we think of
the word “stand” it may appear
to have the meaning of inactivity;
but in reality it presents the
thought of stability, strength to
resist. We stand for the righteous-
ness and truth of God’s Word. We
stand for peace, as opposed to
war and strife. We are not to
stand “in the way of sinners” (Ps.
1:1), nor “in an evil thing.” (Ec-
cles. 8:3) Nor are we to stand as
starry-eyed gazers into the heav-
ens looking for the return of our
Lord, for he left us specific evi-
dences relating to that most aus-
picious time.—Acts 1:11; Matt. 24

But we are to ‘“stand in his
grace” (Rom. 5:12), “stand fast in
the faith” {d Cor. 16:13), “stand
fast in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free” (Gal.
5:1), “stand fast in one Spirit,
with one mind striving together
(and not apart one from the other,
as some seem to think appro-
priate) for the faith of the Gos-
pel” (Phil. 1:27), “stand fast in
the Lord” (Phil. 4:1; I Thess. 3:8),
and, in Ephesians 6:13, Diaglott,
“having achieved everything, to
stand,” having on “the complete
armor of God, that ye may be
able to resist in the evil day.”
And finally, we are to stand be-
fore him with whom we have to
do, our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.—Luke 21:36
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The Prophet Malachi raises the
question, “But who may abide the
day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth? for he
is like a refiner’s fire, and like
fullers’.soap: and he shall sit as
a refiner and purifier of silver:
and he shall- purify the sons of
Levi [typical of the household of
faith], and purge them as gold
[symbolizing the divinity of the
little flock] and silver [represent-
ative of the truth-begotten ‘great
multitude’ of Revelation 7:9, 13-
17] that they may offer unto the
Lord Jehovah an offering in right-
eousness.”

In The Book of Revelation (6:
17), we read: “The great day of
his [the Lamb’s] wrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand?”
Then in Psalm 24:3-5 we have this
statement of the Prophet David:
“Who shall ascend into the hill
of the Lord Jehovah? or who shall
stand in his holy place? He that
hath clean hands, and a pure
heart: who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vanity, nor sworn de-
ceitfully. He shall receive the
blessing from the Lord Jehovah,
and righteousness from the God
of his salvation.”

Ah, yes, the faith, the confi-
dence, loyalty, stedfastness, and
love of God’s people are being
tried in the fiery furnace of these
troublous times of world-shaking
events. How are we reacting to all
these various and sundry prob-
lems and vexations of these. evil,
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insane days? Do these problems
of world-wide scope involve us in
contentions, strife, conflict of in-
terests and otherwise disturbing
emotional reactions? Do these ex-
acting times of ever mounting
costs and taxation, of wanton and
extravagant expenditures of gov-
ernments in their aspirations for
power and prestige make us mor-
bid, resentful, unhappy? If so,
then we have been living beneath
our privileges as the sons and
daughters of the most high God.

We have been forewarned re-
garding just such times as these.
Rather than improving, we know
that the divine Word foretells of
increasingly perplexing and vexa-
tious conditions, until such time
as God lifts his restraining hand
from the rebellious and evilly
disposed elements of society at
one time denominated Christen-
dom-—meaning Christ’s king-
dom—and the time shall have
come when every man’s hand will
be against that of his neighbor as
foretold by the Prophet Zecha-
riah in the 14th chapter and the
13th verse of his prophecy.

If we are assiduously following
in the footsteps of our Lord and
Master, we will have little or no
time for worldliness with its many
alluring and insidious demands
upon time and attention. Nor will
we become involved in the world’s
politics, diplomacy, and conflicts.

While interesting to note the
rapid .progress of events in this

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

our day, we are to live above and
beyond the influences about us
that would tend to weaken our
faith, our confidence in the ulti-
mate -fulfilment of all of God’s
good promises to us and relating
to the future of all the willing and
obedient of humanity. In this con-
nection we are reminded of the
Revelator’s reference to the over-
coming people of God of this Gos-
pel era, in which he states, “I saw
as it were a sea of glass mingled
with fire: and them that had got-
ten the victory over the beast, and
over his image, and over his
mark, and over the number of his
name, stand on the sea of glass,
having harps of God. And they
sing the song of Moses the serv-
ant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and marvel-
ous are thy works, Lord God Al-
mighty; just and true are thy
ways, thou King of saints [margin:
or nations, or, agesl. Who shall
not fear [reverence] thee, O Lord,
and glorify thy name? for thou
only art holy: for all nations shall
come and worship before thee;
for thy judgments are made mani-
fest.”—Rev. 15:24

With regard to the year 1959,
may we all say with the Psalmist
David -(Ps. 65:11): “Thou [God]
crownest the year with [margin,
“of”] thy goodness.” The change
of the preposition, “with” to “of”
makes the meaning more signifi-
cant. As it reads, it means that
God has crowned the year with
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his goodness, that his goodness
and mercy have been exercised
toward us throughout the year.
Whereas, by substituting ‘“of” for
“with” the meaning is enlarged
to encompass not only his good-
ness in all the provisions and
providences of life, but that he
himself personally, by virtue of
his magnamimous character, is
the crowning feature of our lives
and interests—he is our “all in
all.”—I Cor. 15:28

Yes, 1959 has been a year in
which both natural Israel and
spiritual Israel have been the re-
cipients of God’s continued over-
sight and favor. In a natural way,
much progress has been made in
Palestine as the reports indicate;
but the Jewish religious life as it
pertains to the acceptance of Je-
sus as the Messiah of promise is
still beclouded in their minds as
a people, although many rabbis
have markedly changed their atti-
tude toward Jesus, recognizing
him to have been one of their
prophets, but discounting his mes-
siahship.

It is to be regretted that some
of the Lord’s people appear to be-
lieve that our main efforts should
be directed  toward influencing
the Jews to a realization of the
meaning of these times as they
relate to them as a people and
nation, . forgetting that our mis-

sion is to preach the Gospel of the

kingdom to all people, as faithful
ambassadors for Christ.—Matt.
28:19, 20; Acts 1:8; II Cor. 5:20
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What could be more reassuring
to a distraught world, including
the Jews in their current circum-
stances, than to show forth God’s
virtues in the complete dedication
of our lives to the doing of his
will and purpose for us by declar-
ing the Gospel, the good news of
Christ’s return in glory to estab-
lish his government of righteous-
ness and truth? How sweet the
message that the time is not far
distant when his judgments will
be in all the earth, and the “times
of restitution” spoken by all God’s
holy prophets in effect!—Isa. 26:
9; Acts 3:19-21 .

In taking this stand for deéclar-
ing the truth of God’s Word, and
repelling all influences to the
contrary, the Lord’s people are
following the example of the an-
gel of the Lord at the time of the
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem of-
Judea. The angel announced to
the “shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their
flock by night, ... Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to
ALL people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
—Luke 2:10, 11

The announcement of the angel
of the Savior’s birth was the mes-
sage of the hour, and now the
message of the hour is the decla-
ration of the truth concerning the
second advent of Christ to estab-
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lish his government in “power
and great glory” for the accom-
plishment of God’s purpose as
foretold by all his holy prophets.

On the twentyfifth of this
month the nominal Christian
world celebrates the birth of Je-
sus. We cannot agree that the
date is correct, but believe that it
was about the first of October,
since our Lord was thirty-three
and one half years of age when
crucified in the spring of the
year. And it stands to reason that
his birth must have been in the
fall and not in the winter, when
it would be very unlikely that
shepherds would be in the field
with their flocks. However, since
our Lord did not indicate that his
birth should be celebrated, but
rather his death, we are glad that
even this much recognition is giv-
en the Savior.

The hope for God’s people and
all men depends upon the second
advent of the Lord Jesus and the
spirit-begottern sons of God, his
true church, glorified together
with him. (Rom. 8:17) It is this
inspiring hope of Christ’s return
that has been so lamentably ne-
glected and lost sight of by the
vast majority of those claiming
his name. Expecting him to re-
turn in the flesh, which flesh he
gave for the life of the world
(John 6:51), they fail to under-
stand -the manner and object of
his return.

The Apostle Paul writes (II Cor.
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3:17):; “Now the Lord is that Spar-
it [no longer human in any sense

" of the word]: and where the Spirit

of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
The Apostle Peter confirms this
in his first letter, third chapter,
eighteenth verse: “Christ . .. hath
ONCE [not innumerable times]
suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust [Adam], that he might
bring us to God, being put to
death flesh, made alive Spirit
[literal Greek].” Having been
raised from the dead by the pow-
er of his Heavenly Father, it is
plain to be seen that his return
would not be as a human, but as
an highly exalted divine being
like his Heavenly Father.

And since no man can visibly
see God (Exod. 33:20; John 1:18),
neither can the divine Christ be
seen by physical sight. The
Apostle Paul, when he was known
as Saul of Tarsus, on the way to
Damascus to arrest and imprison
the disciples of Jesus, was inter-
cepted by Jesus in the glory of
his new estate, causing his blind-
ness, and only a miracle per-
formed by Ananias, a disciple of
Jesus, produced a partial return
of his.physical sight.—Acts 9

However, there is a way in
which the Heavenly Father and
his now divine Son, Jesus, through
whom and by whom all things
were created, can be seen, and
that is, by the eye of faith and
understanding. The Apostle Paul,

{(Continved on page 34.)
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Informative and Devotional

God’s Promises Come Trye—For children.
Contains forty-eight Bible stories, Hlus
trated’ and is cloth bound. Price $2.00.
The Book of Books”—Explains the for.
mat and general themes of the Bible,
tracing the themes from book to book.
Three hundred and twenty pages, cloth
bound, $1.00,

Daily Heavenly Manna—A Bible text and
comment for each day in the year, to-
gether with ruled pages for birthday
records. Bound in durable waterproof
cloth, $1.00.

Hope—Prepared specially for mailing to
relatives of the deceased. With envel-
opes, 12 for 25 cents.

“Behold Your  King”—This timely 152-
page, cloth bound publication deals with
the prophecies pertalning to Christ's re-
turn, his second presence, and the es-
tablishment and work of his kingdom.
Price 50 cents.

Tabernacle Shadows of the Better Sac-
rifices—~Presents the typical significance
of the various sacrificlal services of the
tabernacle in the wilderness, Cloth
bound, 50 cents.

Hymns of Dawn—Contains moré than 350
choice hymns, most of them well known.
With music, $1.00; words only, 25 cents.

TEN CENT BOOKLETS—12 for $1.00

lsroel in History and Prophecy—64
pages—Raveals the prophetic significance
of the present rebuilding of Palestine.

Christ's Thousand-Year Kingdom—64
pages—Shows that the relgn of Christ
is for the blessing of “all the families
of the earth.”

Our Llord’s Return—48 pages—Reveals
manner and purpose of Chris¥'s return.

A Royal Nation—Refutes the theory that
the “ten lost tribes of Israel” are the
kingdom peaple of the Bible.

God and Reason—96 pages—An outline
of God's plan of salvation togethar with
an examination of many prophecies,

The Truth About Hell54 pages—Exam-
ines every text containing the word hell.
The Grace of Jehovah—64 pages—Shows
the love of God in his provision of sal-
vation for Adam and his race.

Creation—112 pages—Examines the Gen-
esis account .of creation.

Hope Beyond the Grove—96 pages—
Presents the teachings of the Bible con-
cerning the soul, spirit, heaven, hell, and
paradise.

God’s Plan—48 pages—A brief outline
of the divine plan of salvation, ilfustrated
by charts.

When a Man Dies—48 pages— Answers
the question, Where are the dead?

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS—25 for $1.00

These publications contain 32 pages.
Armageddon, Then World Peace—Dis-
cusses prophecies reloting to our day,
showing the manner in which God's hand
is in the affairs of men.

Reincarnation Versus Resurrectioa—Shows

that the dead will return in the resur-
rection, not as other people, but as
themselves, and will know one another.

Your Adversary the Devil—Answers the
questions, Who is the Devil, and Who
created him?

(List eontinves on next page.)




The Llight of the World—Identifies the
true witnesses of Jehovah, and of Jesus,
The Church—Identifies  the true church,
and explains how to become a member.
Born of the Spirit—Shows the difference
betwaen Spirit begetting and Spirit birth.
What Can a Man Believe?—Calls atten-
tion to the testimony of all God‘s Holy
prophets.

The Blood. of Atanement—Shows that
there is no salvation outside of Christ.
The Day of Judgment—Presents hope for
the unsaved dead.

Divine Healing—Glves assurance that
eventually all the sick will be healed.
Spiritualism—Answers the question, Can
the living talk with the dead?

Jesus, the World’s Savier—A portrait of
the character and work of Jesus.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An under-
standable presentation, and scriptural.
Does God Answer Prayer?—A comforting
and reassuring presentation.

Hope for a Fear-filled World—Reveals the
“silver lining* to present dark “clouds.”

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

GERMAN: The Divine Plan of the Ages;
The Time Is at Hand; The New Creation;
Tabernacle ~ Shadows; Daily Heavenly
Maonno; “Behold Your King”—50¢. God
ond Reason; Spiritualism; When a Man
Dies; Chosen People; Our Lord’s Return;
The Grace of Jehovah—10¢. What Can
a Man Believe?; Armageddon; Light of
the World; Jesus, the World’s Savior—
5 cents Hymns of Dawn, with music,
$1.00; without music, 25 cents
ITALIAN: The Divine Plan of the Ages;
The Time Is at Hand; Daily Heavenly
Manna—50¢. Hymn Book, cloth, $1.00,
flexible, 50¢. God and Reason; Our
Lord’s Return; God’s Plan; When a Man
Dies—10¢; The Church—5 cents.
FRENCH: Divine Plan of the Ages; “Be-
hold Your King”; Daily Heavenly Man-
na—50¢. God and Reason; God’s Plan;
God’s Remedy; Our Lord’s Return; Jesus,
the World‘s Savior; Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit: When a Man Dies—10¢.
LITHUANIAN: “Behold Your King“—25¢.
Daily Heavenly Manna—50¢. Spiritualism;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—5¢.

GREEK: The Divine Plan of the Ages;
The Time Is at Hand—50¢.“Behold Your
King”—25¢. Hymns of Dawn, without
music—25¢. God and Reason; Hope Be-
yond the Grave; Creation—10¢.
DANISH: God and Reason—10¢. Hope—
5¢. Manna—50 cents. It Shall Come to
Poss—10¢.

POLISH: The Divine Plan of the Ages—
clath, $1.00, paper 50¢. Daily Heavenly
Manna--$1.00. “Behold Your King”’—50¢.
God’s Kingdom—10¢.

ROUMANIAN: Christ's Thausand Year
Kingdom; Where Are the Dead?--10¢.
HUNGARIAN: Chasen People—10¢. Arma-
geddon; What Can a Man Believe?—§¢.
HEBREW: God‘s Plan In Brief—75¢.
SLOVAK: God's ngdom, The Day of
Jehovah—S5¢.

FINNISH:. Grace of Jehavah—10¢.
SPANISH: The Divine Plan of the Ages,
50¢, Hope Beyond the Grave—10 cfs,
SWEDISH: God and Reason—10¢. Armo-
geddon, Then World Peace—5¢.
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{Continved from page 31.)

in Hebrews 2:9 shows .this to be
the case, when he writes: “We
SEE Jesus [by the eye of faith
and understanding], who was
made a little lower than the an-
gels for the suffering of death
[the penalty for sin brought on
all men by Adam], crowned with
glory and honor, that he by the
grace of God should taste death
for EVERY man.”

To be able to appreciate the in-
heritance awaiting the saints, the
faithful followers of Jesus, upon
their being raised to their glo-
rious estate with their Lord and
Head, Christ Jesus, to live and
reign with him for the thousand
years of his coming government;
and to be able to recognize, in the
currently crumbling thrones of
earth, the presence of our glori-
fied Lord, is similar to being ‘“de-
livered,” as the apostle expresses
‘it, “from the power of darkness,
and TRANSLATED into the king-
dom of his dear Son.” (Col. 1:13)
For all that the inauguration of
the divine, benign government of
Christ in all its “power and great
glory” awaits is the maturing in
righteousnes of the last members
of his body, the true faithful
church of Jesus Christ, his chosen
cabinet members.

Therefore, the incentive for our
activity to find and develop to
maturity these last members of

kY]

the “little flock” to whom Jesus
said it was the Father’s good
pleasure to give the kingdom,
should be that much greater than
when we first believed. We know
now, from the signs of the times,
that the kingdom is near at hand.
—Luke 12:32; 21:25-31

When all the members of The
Christ shall have made their call-
ing and election sure, and the ac-
cumulating and multiplying prob-
lems and disorder of these closing
days of the Gospel age have
reached the crescendo divinely
forecast in the “fire of Jehovah’s
jealousy,” then the purpose of
this Gospel age shall have been
accomplished. That purpose has
been the taking out from among
all men, Jews and Gentiles, the
people for his [God’s] name that
they might live and reign with
Christ for the thousand years of
his administration here on earth.
The purpose of this will be the
reclaiming of the lost race in
Adam, “shapen in iniquity, and
in sin conceived.” All the non-
elect will be delivered from sin
and death by the elect of God,
Jesus and his glorified church of
this Gospel age, who proved to be
the “called and chosen and faith-
ful.”—Zeph. 3:8, 9; Acts 15:4;
Rev. 20:6; Ps. 51:5; Rev. 17:14-

O blessed hope for God’s true

" and faithful people of this closing

Gospel era!, What a blessed Iot is
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thine! What an -incentive to

“Stand up! stand up for Jesus! Ye soldiers of the cross;
Lift high his royal banner, It must not suffer loss;
From vict’ry unto vict’ry, His army he shall lead,

Till every foe is vanquished, And Christ is Lord indeed.”

Therefore, with such a glorious
prospect before us, let us heed
the poet’s plea:

“My soul, weigh not thy life
Against thy heavenly crown,

Nor suffer Satan’s deadliest strife
To beat thy courage down.

“Thine armor is divine,

Thy feet with promise shod;
And on thy hand, ere long, shall
shine .

The diadem of God.”

In these closing days of 1959,
and the dawn of the new year,
let us take to heart the words of
Psalm 116:12-14: “What shall I
render unto the Lord for all his
benefits toward me? I will take
the cup of salvation, and call upon
the name of the Lord. I will pay
my vows [of consecration] unto
the Lord in the presence of all
his people.”

. What marvelous love God has

shown toward us in providing the
“unspeakable gift” of his only di-
rectly created Son, Christ Jesus!
It is through the meritorious, vi-
carious sacrifice of his perfect
humanity as an offset to the per-
fect life of Adzm that was for-
feited through disobedience, that
life has been provxded for us and
for.the world

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

Originally man was made in
the image of his Creator, and
after his likeness to have domin-
ion over the lower forms of life
on earth. This dominion, as well
as life on earth, will be restored
to all the willing and obedient of
mankind because of God’s “un-
speakable gift. But if faithful,
we will be exalted to immortality,
to be with our living Head, on the
divine plane of life. What an in-
centive this is to be faithful to
our covenant of sacrifice!

How grateful we should be for
the realization of the goodness
and mercy of our Heavenly Fa-
ther to usward who believe in
this time of sickness, sin and
death, in providing the robe of
Christ’s righteousness to cover
our imperfection, all our weak-

. nesses and mistakes, so that we

can offer ourselves as an accept-
able sacrifice to him, our great
High Priest, Jesus: It is thus that
we will be privileged to share
with him in the glorious reign
of his government.—Isa. 61:10;
Rom. 12:1,2; 8:17

May we all stand firm and se-
cure in the realization that he

- careth for us, and will make all

things work out for our good as
new creatures in Christ Jesus.
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The promise is “that he [God, our
Heavenly Father] which hath be-
gun a good work in us will per-
form it until the day of Jesus
Christ.” That day has already be-
gun in which he shall be glorified
“in his saints,” and “be admired
in all them that believe [because
our testimony among you was be-
lieved] IN THAT DAY,” now
dawning.—I Pet. 5:7; Rom. 8:28-
30; I Cor. 5:17; Phil. 1:6; IT Thess.
1:10

Let us all stand shoulder to
shoulder as a church militant un-
til that time—which we trust
shall not be too long now—when
we shall be accorded the “well
done, good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord,” as the
church triumphant in glory.—
Matt. 25:21

Preparation for the Gospel

P REPARATION for the Gospel began long before the first ad-

vent of our Lord. We can go back to the time when God first
gave the Law to the people of Israel and see how he was prepar-
ing that nation to be used as a nucleus for the work that was to
be done during the Gospel age. The Apostle Paul tells us that the
Law was a ‘“schoolmaster” to the Israelites to bring them to
Christ.—Gal. 3:24

Yes the Law, and all the prophets, were preparing the nation
for Christ. But how poorly this chosen people responded when
Messiah came! How few remained loyal to Jesus, whom many
hailed as their coming King! Even Peter was temporarily con-
fused by the crucifixion of the Lord. After all those years of
preparation, how small the results were when the time came for
them to accept Messiah! But this did not take the Heavenly Fa-
ther unaware.

Let us go back long before the Lord’s first advent and see
how God was shaping the experiences of the Gentiles and the
Jews in preparation for the Gospel going to the Gentiles. Let us
note the first providential dispersions of the Jewish people. This
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movement began, as early as the 8th century B. C., with the trans-
fer of the people farther East by the Assyrian invaders. It con-
tinued during the ensuing centuries, sometimes by force, as when
Pompey carried his Jewish captives to Rome in the year 63 B. C.

There was also voluntary emigration. In the days of Jeremiah
a band of Judeans made insurrection against the governor whom
the king of Babylon had set over their devastated land, and
dreading vengeance, the unhappy remnant of the nation migrated
southward and settled in Egypt. The account of this is found in
Jeremiah, the 41st to the 44th chapters.

Subsequently, under the Greek domination, the foundation of
new cities and the privileges offered to immigrants attracted
adventurous Jews, and the tide of colonists flowed in ever in-
creasing volume to Syria and Egypt, and then to Asia Minor and
westward to Greece, Italy, and even to Spain.

Hence it came to pass that by the beginning of the Christian
era the Jewish dispersion had virtually covered the known world,
settling chiefly in the busy centers of commerce. Its extent ap-
pears from the enumeration of the countries that were repre-
sented by the worshipers who had come to the feast and wit-
nessed the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.
We find the account in Acts 2:9-11. The gift of tongues was be-
stowed miraculously at that time, and these travelers were
amazed by these who spoke to them in their own tongue.

Parthia, Media, Elam, and Mesopotamia in the East; Cappa-
docia, Pontus, Phrygia, and Pamphylia in Asia Minor; Arabia,
Egypt, and Cyrene in the South; Crete and Rome in the West,
were all represented by Jewish pilgrims on the day of Pentecost.
We find that the geographer Strabo confirms this. He wrote, “The
Jews had invaded every city, and it was not easy to find a place
in the world which had not received that race and was not mas-
tered by it.”

In his letter to the Emperor Caligula, Agrippa, to whom Paul
preached and whom he almost converted, mentions Jewish colo-
nies in Egypt, Phoenicia, Coele-Syria, Pamphylia, and most of
Asia Minor as far as Bithynia and Pontus; also in Europe,
Thessaly, Boetia, Macedonia, Anatolia, Attica, Argos, Corinth,
and the most and best part of Pekeponnisus; and in the principal
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islands of Euboea, Cyprus, and Crete. We are told that in these
areas to this day evidence remains of Jewish life and worship.
Inscriptions and papyra are continually being brought to light
in all countries surrounding the basin of the Mediterranean Sea.

The Jewish colenies were not only numerocus, but large. In the
vague but expressive phrase of the historian there were
myriads—‘infinite myriads” of Jews beyond the Euphrates.
Their number could not be ascertained. In the city of Damascus
no fewer than 10,000 were killed in a massacre during the reign
of Nero. Another account says that 18,000 were killed.

Alexandria, the Egyptian capital, was mapped into five divi-
sions distinguished by the first five letters eof the alphabet: and
of these, two were designated “Jewish,” since their inhabitants
were mamly Jews. There was, moreover, a considerable number
of Jews in the other three divisions. The total Jewish populatlon
in Egypt was no less than a million.

Italy also had its Jewish colonies. The chief of these was at
Rome. Its nucleus was Pompey's captive settlement. The growth
of this settlement is indicated by the fact that when in the year
6 B. C. a Jewish embassy visited Rome to ask freedom, it was
received on its arrival by over 8,000 Jews.

These Jews were called Hellenists. They remained true to their
ancestral faith in the countries of their adoption. They made
frequent pilgrimages to Jerusalem, and during the great festivals
the sacred capital was thronged with worshipers from afar. Many
paid their annual tribute to the temple, entrusting it to men of
good repute to convey it to its destination. An interesting note
regarding the passover in the year A. D. 66, states that on the
basis of lambs offered it was estimated that the worshipers num-
bered 2,700,000. It was evidently the practice of selling animals
in the temple for sacrifices, that caused the Lord to drive out
the “money changers.” (Matt. 21:12-14; John 2:13-17) Evidently
some of the Jews had made a good thing of this desire on the
part of those who had been dispersed to offer sacrifices in the
temple.

Howevesr, these Hellenists, as they were called, were loyal to
their own communities. They looked to the Holy City as their
religious metropolis, but the countries where their lot was cast
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and where they had been born and nurtured they regarded as
their fatherlands. They seemed mindful of Jeremiah’s counsel
to the Babylonian exiles: “Seek the peace of the city whither I
have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the
Lord for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.”—Jer.
29:7

The literary and cultured classes of these various countries
made fun of the Jews and hated their religion. However, the Jews
had a very great influence on the common people. Actually the
animosity of the cultured classes was a tribute, because they ad-
mitted that it was provoked by the successful proselytism on the
part of the Jews.

A Jewish historian says, “Among the masses, there has been
much zeal for our religion; nor is there any city, Greek or bar-
barian, nor a single nation where our custom of our seventh day
of rest has not come into vogue. And many of our prohibitions
regarding food are observed.” This is not just a patriotic boast
by a Jew. The philosopher Seneca also says, “So far has the usage
of the accursed race prevailed that it is now received in all
lands—the conquered have given laws to the conquerors.” In
the reign of Honorius, about A. D. 400, the poet Claudius Rutilius
Numatianus actually wished that Judea had never been subdued
by Pompey and Titus.

Although the Jewish customs appealed mainly to the lower
classes, as Josephus observes, yet they won not a few ladies of
rank even in the imperial city, including Nero’s unhappy em-
press, Sabina. And some men of rank also were among its con-
verts—King of Cilicia, King of Emasa, Chamberlain of Candace,
the Queen of Ethiopia and others.—Acts 8:26, 27

All of this was designed by God. This wide dispersion of the
Jewish people facilitated the diffusion of the message of the
Gospel. The first heralds of the Gospel were nearly all Jewish
converts, and their mission, like the Lord’s, was not to overthrow
the ancient faith, btit te proclaim its fulfilment. It was no small
advantage that wherever they went they found an audience of
their own people which could understand their message. In every
town they visited, they repaired immediately to the synagogue,
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and there preached the glad tidings. The Gospel was indeed a
message of grace, to the Jew first, and then to the Gentile.

One Language

ANOTHER providential overruling is now self-evident as we
look back and view especially the Greek conquests. Not the least
difficulty which missionaries in all ages have experienced is
their ignorance of the native languages, and the necessity of
laboriously learning these before being able to make themselves
understood. The ambition of Alexander the Great and his suc-
cessors had been to weld the nations into one world by the uni-
versal imposition of the Greek language. This had been largely
achieved, save in remote regions, and the Greek language was
the common speech of all nations which were on the borders of
the Mediterranean Sea. The native languages did not perish, each
country retained its own, but its people became bilingual, -They
understood the Greek, but still clung to the mother tongue, and
used it among themselves.

Thus the people of Lystra understood the apostles when they
were addressed in the common Greek, but when they witnessed
the miracle of healing the lame man they lapsed into their own
native tongue saying, “The gods are come down to us in the like-
ness of men.” (Acts 14:7-11) The common Greek was also spoken
at Jerusalem. In Acts 21:37-22:2 we read the account of Paul
being beset by a mob; but when he spoke to them in Hebrew he
calmed them.

Providences of the Lord? Oh yes! How wonderfully the Lord
arranged that the language barrier could be overcome, and not
be so much an obstacle in giving the Gospel to the Gentiles.
It took years and years of preparation to accomplish this. How
wise and great is our Heavenly Father!

In the Roman Empire

LET us now go on to the Roman Empire and note how Roman
law was a preparation for the Gospel. The imperial constitution
helped the Gospel in a remarkable way. Just think of the ad-
vantage which the Apostle Paul was able to take of that consti-
tution. This constitution was, for its day, a marvelous step for-
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ward in just and equitable laws. It was created largely by the
Emperor Augustus. He is reported to have said that he found
Rome a city of bricks and left it a city of marble.

But that was the least of his achievements. His influence
reached far beyond the capital, and transformed the world. The
triumph of Roman arms had established “the Roman peace,”
which was a priceless benefit even to conquered races. Brigand-
age and piracy had been suppressed, and, even in the remotest
wilds, life and property were secure. Civilization advanced and
commerce flourished.

The Roman Empire was considered the world. Beyond, life
was insecure, subject to the whims and fancies of any individual
who was stronger than the other. From the capital to the farthest
frontier ran the Roman roads, which even today have, in some
places, outlasted the decay of 2,000 years. Constructed originally
for the transport of troops, they served afterwards the happier
uses of civilization and rendered travel easy, uniting the nations.

The sea, too, was cleared of pirates, and became a highway
between the nations. Except in the winter, when navigation was
suspended, ships laden with merchandise and passengers were
continually going to and fro among the ports along the Mediter-
ranean.

Still more advantageous was the protection afforded by the
Roman law. Again and again the strong and impartial hand in-
terposed between Paul and the fury of the populace, both of
the Jews and the pagans. It is no wonder that Paul accounted
it a beneficent ordinance of God, and charged the Christian to
obey it. He recognized in the imperial order a bulwark which
helped to restrain the forces of iniquity. (Acts 18:12-16; 19:35-41,
21:27-40; Rom. 13:1-7; I Tim. 2:1-4) How far could Paul have
gone without the Roman law?

Another Preparation

WE WOULD like to cite another incident in history which,
taken by itself means little, but when added to other events
and viewed in the light of the ‘“preparation for the Gospel,” be-
comes very meaningful. The ancient faiths of the pagan religions
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were dying, and many of them were actually in their last mo-
ments at the time when Paul and others began bringing the
Gospel to these faraway lands.

Striking evidence of this is furnished by the prevalent custom
of erecting altars to “‘the unknown God.” The origin of this is
generally explained by a curious legend. It is said that in the
sixth century B. C. a pestilence had visited Athens, and contin-
ued even after the citizens had offered sacrifices to all the gods
they knew. In their despair they called upon the Cretan poet and
prophet Epimenides. He drove a flock of sheep, both black and
white, to the Areopagus, and wherever each lay down it was sac-
rificed to the ‘“unknown God.” This seemed to stay the pestilence,
and thenceforth it was the fashion to erect nameless altars to

“am unknown God.” Paul took advantage of this'in his sermon
on Mars’ Hill. ;

Many seemed ready for a change. Some changed to other
faiths of the East. Some welcomed the Jewish form of religion.
This was an ideal which at once did no outrage to their intellects
and afforded their hearts a satisfaction which they could not
find in their pagan faiths. Yet, they did not for the most part
embrace Judaism outright. The ceremonial laws were distasteful
to them, and they remained uncircumsized.

They revered the one living and true God and shared in the
worship of the synagogue and the temple. There were noteworthy
people among these, like the centurion of Capernaum, and Cor-
nelius of Caesarea. These were noted for the lavish generosity of
their offerings. (Luke 7:1-10; Acts 10:1-4) Yet these men did not
profess to be Jews and they were distinguished from the prose-
lytes by the titles, “the God-fearing men,” or “the devout.”

These men represented a widespread tendency of the period.
They were seeking rest for their souls, and they found it after
a sort in Judaism. But Judaism was insufficient. It was only a
temporary resting place, a foretaste of a nebler satisfaction.
This, perhaps, is the deepest of all the providential preparation
for the Gospel. The world was, as it were, prospecting for a
faith; and, in that condition, it was waiting for the heralds of
the cross. '
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It was several years before these heralds began to think about
going beyond Palestine. They had been told to begin from Jeru-
salem, and it was needful that the church be securely established
there before she should attempt to spread outward.

When some of the persecution was over, Peter went forth on
a migsion, but it was confined to narrow limits. He apparently
never passed beyond the confines of Palestine. His farthest reach
was the plains of Sharon with its eities of Lydda, Joppa, and
Caesarea; and it appears that he addressed himself strictly to
the Jews. He made no attempt to preach to the Gentiles until
he was directed by the Lord to go to Cornelius.

Cornelius was not an ordinary Gentile. He was one of ‘“‘the
God-fearing.” Yet Peter’s action in recognizing him was chal-
lenged by some at Jerusalem. His offense in their eyes was not
that he had admitted a Gentile so much as it was that he had
admitted him uncircumsized.

But out of the heart of Judaism came a man of large vision
and a courageous spirit who, with the help of our Lord, became
the famous “apostle to the Gentiles,” the great Apostle Paul. His
life had been prepared for this work of being a chosen vessel
to preach the Gospel—even from his mother’s womb. Paul, or
Saul of Tarsus, was brought up as a Pharisee of the Pharisees,
studied at the feet of Gamaliel, and supposedly was a member
of the Sanhedrin, although he never claimed that distinction.
He was well versed in Jewish law. Yes, Paul had been prepared
very carefully for the work of bringing the Gospel to the Gen-
tiles. Paul saw that Christ “made an end to the Law” and had
opened up a new and living way’’ for Jew and Gentile both, and
that the old customs were to be forgotten.

Instead, a different work was to be done. God had prepared,
not only him, but even the affairs of the world for hundreds of
years before so that this work could be done. We must not, dear
brethren, let the work of all those years of preparation go by
unnoticed. As we see the Lord’s providential overruling in the
affairs of nations and their rulers, let us resolve to fulfil the
commission the Lord has given to us—to continue the preaching
of this Gospel of the kingdom..—Contributed
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“ The p’zecious‘
’nau'ngs oé Heaven”

DEUTERONOMY 33:13

'HE people of Israel were

blessed with the precious
things of heaven in that they en-
joyed the blessing of having God’s
Law, and the messages of the
prophets sent to them from time
to time. The people of Israel also
enjoyed God’s favor and providen-
tial care in proportion to their
faithfulness to the revelation giv-
en to them. (Rom. 3:1, 2) This is
likewise true of the members of
spiritual Israel, the Christian
church, gathered out from the
world during the Gospel age.

Much that was addressed to
natural Israel was-—on account of
their being a typical people, and
because, in many ways they pic-
tured God’s people of the Gospel
Age—specially applicable to this
latter class, and comes with added
emphasis to us “upon whom the
cnds of the ages are come.” (I Cor.
10:11, R. V.) This is indicated by
the prophet when he says, “The
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Lord sent a word into Jacob, and
it hath lighted upon Israel.”—Isa.
9:8

To natural Israel were promnl-
ised only earthly blessings of a
temporary character if obedient
to their Law Covenant, although
earthly blessings of a more per-
manent kind would be: theirs if
faithful under the new Law Cove-
nant during the thousand years
of Messiah’s kingdom. (Deut. 28:
1-14; Jer. 31-34) But to spiritual
Israel God has promised “the
precious things of heaven” in the
sense of heavenly or spiritual
blessings, heavenly hopes, heav-
enly manna, and a precious rest
of a heavenly or spiritual charac-
ter. He has also promised deal-
ings and providences which, if
rightly received, will make us
more and more appreciative of
present heavenly blessings, and
a growing realization of the heav-
enly hopes to be realized through
a share in the first resurrection.
That will be an inheritance ‘“in-
corruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you who are kept by
the power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time.” (I Pet.
1:4, 5) A number of these pre-
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cious things of heaven are brought
to our attention in the New Tes-
tament.

The Precious Blood

THE greatest and most valuable
of these precious things is the
fact that through the ransom we
have been redeemed from under
the adamic condemnation which
“passed upon all men.” (Rom. 5:
12) This atonement was provided
by God’s well-beloved Son, our
Redeemer. The Apostle Peter
speaks of “the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blem-
ish and without spot.” The merit
of this sacrifice “cleanseth us
from all sin.”—I1 Pet. 1:18, 19;
I John 1:7

During our sojourn in the flesh
“we can appreciate only in part
the preciousness of this wonder-
ful gift. It is precious in its cost
to the Father who gave his only
begotten Son. It is precious on
account of the infinite value of
the gift it secures for faithful be-
lievers, either in this age or the
next—*"“eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”—Rom. 6:23

Precious Promises

THE called ones of the Gospel
age, members of spiritual Israel,
are promised, not an eternal
carthly life and an earthly Canaan
flowing with milk and honey, but
divine life. Peter says that to us
have been given “exceeding great
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and precious promises, that by
these ye might be partakers of
the divine nature.” (II Pet. 1:4)
Could anything more precious, or
valuable, or wonderful be imag-
ined than that God, the great
Creator of the Universe, should
be willing to share his own divine
nature with some who were at
one time members of the fallen
human family—*“children of
wrath, even as others”? (Eph. 2:
3) No wonder the Apostle Paul
does not even attempt to describe
or illustrate such a stupendous
hope or prize, but says, “Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him.”
—I1 Cor. 2:9

That Jesus should be given the
divine nature, and in the resur-
rection become “the express
image” of the Father’s person, is
understandable. (Heb. 1:3) Of him
it is written, “Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honor, and glory,
and blessing.” (Rev. 5:12) But
that the Father should offer the
same prize of the high calling to
all those who, after being justi-
fied by faith, follow faithfully in
his steps, would be beyond one’s
power to believe, were it not so
clearly revealed in the Word of
God. Let us seek to appreciate in-
creasingly this pearl of great
price!
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A Precious Corner Stone

WE ARE told through the
prophet, “Behold, I lay in Zion
for a foundation ... a precious
corner stone, a sure foundation.”
(Isa. 28:16) Zion seems to bhe
used here to symbolize the heav-
enly phase of the kingdom. The
first “stone” of this Zion class to
be selected was our Lord Jesus.
He is also the chief corner stone
of God’s temple, into line with
which all other living stones must
come.

The preparation of this “stone”
at the cost of trial and sacrifice
was a work very precious in the
Father’s sight. The result was
very precious too, as suggested by
Paul's words, “Wherefore God
hath highly exalted him, and giv-
en him a name which is above
every name.” (Phil. 2:9) To him
we may now come as living
stones, to be chiseled and shaped
and built up into him as members
of Zion. Indeed, the time has now
come when the few last remain-
ing members will soon be joined
to the Zion class beyond the veil.
“When the Lord shall build up
Zion, he shall appear in his
glory.”—Ps. 102:16

Trial of Faith—Precious

JUST as the preparation of Je-,

sus for his position at the Father’s
right hand was very precious in
the Father’s sight, calling forth as
it did the Father’s utmost atten-
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tion and care, even so the prepa-
ration of the church is equally
precious in his sight. (Ps. 116:15)
Peter says, “The trial of your
faith, being much more precious
than [the trying] of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with
fire.”—1I Pet. 1:7

This preparation of the new
creation involves a great many
fiery experiences for the develop-
ment, testing, and strengthening
of our faith, until we reach a
point of complete confidence and
trust in all that the Lord our God
has made plain to us. We must
learn to trust him where we can-
not trace him, and rest in perfect
calm and confidence in his wis-
dom and love. Every item of our
faith must be tested and proved,
that it might be ‘“found unto
praise and honor and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ.”—
I Pet. 1:7

God’s Thoughts Precious

ONE of the principal means for
the preparation of spiritual Israel
for the kingdom is the truth con-
cerning the divine plan as re-
vealed in the Word of God. We
are to be a sanctified class. I Cor.
1:2; I Pet. 1:2) The work of sancti-
fication, of being made holy, or
fully developed as new. creatures,
is principally brought about by
the truth. We are. to meditate
upon it, and seek to come into
accord with it.—John 17:17
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Hence the psalmist very appro-
priately says, “How precious are
thy thoughts unto me, O God!
how great is the sum of them!”
(Ps. 139:17) These thoughts, in-
cluding thoughts of our pardon
and recovery to divine favor, are
indeed precious. They include
thoughts of our renewal, uphold-
ing, supplying, educating, per-
fecting, and a thousand others
which perpetually well up in the
mind of the Most High, and are
revealed to us through his Word.
These fill us with adoring wonder
and reverent surprise that the in-
finite mind of God should turn
so many thoughts toward us who
are so insignificant and unworthy.

Specially is our Heavenly Fa-
ther thoughtful for us in the
midst of the trials of the narrow
way. The psalmist informs us that
“Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his saints.” (Ps.
116:15) The baptism into death,
the daily dying of the justified
human nature, is precious in his
sight. He knows exactly the
weight of the cross, and the
things that were gain to us which
we have counted loss for Christ’s
sake.—Rom. 6:3; I Cor. 15:31;
Phil. 3:7

“He Is Precious”

ANOTHER phase of our Chris-
tian experience is our personal
relationship to our Lord Jesus. Of
this the psalmist says, “He is thy
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Lord, and [therefore] worship
thou him.” (Ps. 45:11) Many are
the kindly providences and gra-
cious provisions of things tempo-
ral as well as things spiritual for
which we are continually thank-
ful.

How often we, like the Apostle
Peter in his experience, might
have completely sunk in the
troubled waters of this present
evil world, did not the Lord put
forth his strong hand and lift us
up. His faithfulness in the fulfil-
ment of the many gracious prom-
ises to us—the rewards of faith—
prompts us to say with the
apostle, “Unto you therefore
which believe he is precious.”—
I Pet. 2:7

Precious Fruit

FINALLY we are reminded that
as the husbandman waits patient-
ly for the precious fruit of the
earth, until it receive the early
and latter rain, so the Lord is
waiting patiently for the full de-
velopment of the members of
Christ, until the showers of divine
crace ‘have accomplished all that
is needed toward the full sancti-
fication and perfecting of the
members of this company. (James
5:7, 8) The early and latter rain
[the early rain coming in Novem-
ber and December, followed by
the latter rain in the spring of
the year] were all that were nec-
essary for the ripening of the
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fruits of the earth in Palestine
and other countries of the Near
East. This appropriately pictures
all’ that is necessary of the show-
ers of divine grace and truth for
the perfecting of the new crea-
tion.

Of these riches of grace we may
say that practically all have been
poured out, and our Heavenly Fa-
ther now waits patiently to re-
ceive the last members of the
church to himself. His patient
waiting for nearly two thousand

years for a completed church will
indeed be abundantly rewarded
by his having a company of sons
around him in his own likeness,
and able to understand him fully,
possessing all power to glorify
him throughout the eternal ages.
“For the Lord hath chosen Zion;
he hath desired it for his [eternal]
habitation. This is my rest for
ever: here will I dwell; for I have
desired it.”—Ps. 132:13, 14

“Unto you therefore which be-
lieve he is precidus.”—I Peter 2:7

SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS

A, BOYCE

Liverpool ........... December 13
Latchford ... . cocvuieinn.., 27
C. A. CORNELL
Guildford .......... December 6
W. J. MERCER
Latchford ............ January 10

J. H. MURRAY
Yeovil ...oioiiiiinnen December 6
E. TERRY NADAL
Eastleigh ........... December é
Luten ... i 20
R. ROBINSON
Letchworth .......... Janvary 10

AVAILABLE IN GREAT BRITAIN: All books and booklets listed on pages
32 and 33 are available in Great Britain, and also the six volumes of
“Studies in the Scriptures.” The prices are:

Five cent booklets, three pennies; ten cent booklets, six pennies: fifty
cent books, 2/6; one dollar books, 5/;two dollar books, 10/. Secripture
Study sets, 19/9; One year subscription to The Dawn Magazine, 5/.




4 TALKING THINGS OVER

Traditions Fading

HE year 1959 has been one of almost continual international
crisis, and as it draws to a close the many festering trouble
spots which contribute to the crisis continue, and in many in-
stances are becoming more acute. The prophecies of the Bible
indicate that this would be the case, that there would be upon
the earth “distress of nations with perplexity,” and that human
wisdom would be unable to find a solution for the manifold prob-
lems created by selfishness and sin.

For those who understand the prophecies and are devoted to
the doing of God’s will, 1959 has been a year during which there
have been many reasons for the lifting up of their heads with
rejoicing, because there have been so many evidences that deli-
verance “draweth nigh.” Nothing has occurred to suggest in any
way just when the last member of the little flock will pass beyond
the veil, and when the kingdom will be fully established, but
there has been much to indicate that the time is short in which
to complete the making of our calling and election sure. So, as we
enter 1960 may it be with renewed zeal to lay down our lives in
divine service, and to be conformed more and more to the image
of God’s dear Son, Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

The year 1959 has been one of unusual developments in the
religious world. Outstanding among these has been the publish-
ing of a 126-page book entitled, ‘“Life and Death,” by the Com-
mittee on Christian Faith of The United Church of Canada. This
committee consists of forty-two members, all clergymen of The
United Church of Canada, a number of them principals of theo-
logical colleges. Five years of research were devoted fo assem-
bling the thoughts presented in the book, so it does not repre-

TALKING THINGS OVER 43



sent the hasty suppos1t10ns of its, authors, but their studied con-
clusmns S

The Executives of the General Counc11 of The Umted Church
of Canada, at their meeting in May, 1959, gave “general approval”
to the thoughts presented in the book, and declared it to be
“worthy of study in the church.” The “church” in this case is,
of course, The United Church of Canada, the largest Protestant
group in Canada, representing a union of Methodists, Congrega-
tionalists, and some Presbyterians. The publishing of the book,
“Life and Death,” made headline news across Canada, and much
space was g1ven to it in magazines and newspapers in the Umted
States.

We have presented this background mformatmn in order to
reveal the fact that the book, “Life and Death,” represents’ the
change of thinking which is going on in the minds ‘of 4t least one
large and responsible group of Protestant clergymen. With this
introduction, let us look at some of the things whlch are sa1d m
the book.

What Is Death?

IN CHAPTER 2 we find this statemenf: ’

“Death is life’s major crisis. It brings a final end to our work and
relatlonshms here. As against the poetry that speaks of ‘gentle and
3oothing’ death,” and the shallow teaching that there is no death, or
that death is but natural, or that it is the sufferer’s master-anesthetic,
we point.out that death is the tragic shattering of life as we know it,
the symbol and outward aspect of sin, an intruder in the universe,
and the enemy of God and man.”

In chapter 4 we read the following amazing declaratmns of
truth:

- “The word ‘immortality’ means ‘deathlessness,’ and in the New
Testament is not used of man except to describe his life after the
resurrection. Paul did not say that man does not die, but that ‘the
dead shall be raised imperishable’ (or immortal). He did not say that
the soul naturally survivies, but that ‘this mortal must put on immor-
tality.’

“It is a mistake to say, ‘There is no death,’ for that is a lie. The
Christian faith does not try to play down the:reality of death but, on
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-the contrary, it insists that when a man dies he really dies. Deathless-
ness is not a quality of the human soul any more than it is a quality
of the human body. Indeed, this division of man’s being into an.im-
mortal soul and a mortal body does not come from the Bible, and
actually clashes with the Christian teaching that life beyond death
is a work of God’s grace, not a natural unfolding of man’s constitution,
and .that the Christian hope is in resurrection, a being raised from
the dead, rather than in a natural immortality.

~“As we have said, the idea that man consists of two separable ‘parts,
soul and body, does not come from the Bible; it comes from the Greek
philosophers. And while we would be more than ungrateful if we did
not value their magnificent insights and their patient, fearless pursuit
of truth through reason, we cannot accept the typical view as ex-
pressed by Plato that death is the ‘separation of soul and body,” and
that ‘to be.dead is. the completion of this, when the soul exists by
itself and is released from the body.’

- “It is only God, the living and eternal One, who possesses 1mmortalx-
ty or deathlessness by nature. If man is to share in an immortal or
eternal life, he can do so only through a glft from God; he must be
raised by grace from the dead.”

It is clear from reading the-book, “Life and Death,” that the
eminent clergymen of Canada who express their convictions
through its pages did not understand that in the resurrection
there will be a distinction of natures. They do not see the basic
teaching of the Bible that it is only the faithful followers of
Jesus who will be raised to “glory and honor and immortality,”
and that mankind in general will be restored to human perfec-
tion upon the earth.—Rom. 2:7

A close study of the book indicates that its authors suppose
that resurrection to immortality comes immediately after death.
We know, of course, that certain texts of Scripture indicate that
this is true of the faithful at this end of the age, the time when
“henceforth” the Lord’s true people, at death, will “rest from
their labors,” but their works will continue. (Rev. 14:13) While
this fine distinetion of truth has not been grasped by our. clergy
friends in Canada, they have progressed to a definite understand-
ing of the basic truth of God’s Word that “the Wages of sin is
death.” We quote now from chapter 5:

. “Let us begin by recalling something we have already established;
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namely, that the Bible does not teach the natural immortality of the
soul. It does not assure us that survival beyond death is a result of the
natural constitution. In the Bible the word ‘soul’ really means ‘life.’
Man is a living soul. But he may be just as well described, from the
point of view of the Bible, as a living body. It does not occur to the
biblical writers that ‘soul’ is a part of human personality which is
somehow more sacred than the body and which may exist apart from
the body. Man is distinguished from other living creatures not by the
possession of an immortal soul, but because he is made in the image
of God, that is, he is capable of knowing God, and receiving God’s
revelation, of responding to God in worship, obedience and service.”

Sheol, Hades, Hell

WHILE The United Church of Canada’s Committee on Chris-
tian Faith did not hesitate to speak the truth -concerning the
fact that the Bible does not teach the immortality of the soul,
and that there is no hope of life after death except through ful-
filment of God’s promises to restore the dead to life, the clergy-
men forming this committee were not so explicit on the subject
of hell. They do point out, however, that the Bible does not
teach the doctrine of eternal torture.

In discussing the meaning of the Hebrew word sheol, and the
Greek word hades, they follow certain traditions of the ancients
rather than the precise teaching of the Bible. The Bible, for ex-
ample, declares that there is no knowledge in “sheol” (Eccles.
9:10), but “Life and Death” says:

“Sheol, or hades, was pictured as a place of gloom and silence, ‘a
land of forgetfulness.” Life there was not real, not substantial. The
dead were semi-conscious, joyless, without desire, will, or hope. But
it is to be noted that sheol or hades was not regarded, at least in the
early period, as a place of punishment or torment.”

This view, of course, does do away with the God-dishonoring
doctrine of eternal torment. Apart from the use of direct texts
of Scripture, the committee does some fine reasoning on this
point. Replying to the question, “Will those who die apparently
unrepentant after hearing the Gospel have an opportunity to re-
pent and be saved after death?” the committee says:

“If we say, No, to what extent is this answer dictated by a deep-
seated attitude in ourselves of vindictiveness and revenge to which

52 THE DAWN



we give the name of ‘justice’? Perhaps the lowest ebb of Christian
feeling has been expressed by Jonathan Edwards: ‘The sight of hell’s
torments will exalt the happiness of the saints forever; it will give
them a more lively relish.” Do we not find ourselves thinking, if not
saying aloud, that this or that person will have a lot to answer for in
the next world, that he will get there what he didn't get here, that
the tables will be turned in the great assize? ... Let us make sure that
our desire to keep hell prominent in the geography of reality is not
born of our own sin.”

On the subject of probation after death the committee is quite
explicit that death does not necessarily end all hope of salvation
for unbelievers. These clergymen base this conclusion on texts
of Scripture which, to them, seem to teach Universalism, that
all will ultimately be saved. These men of the cloth have come
far short of the full truth in their book, “Life and Death,” but
they have gone a long way in exposing tradition, and particularly
in refuting Satan’s lie, “Ye shall not surely die.”

The Kingdom

A FAILURE to understand the difference between the high
calling of the church, and the blessings of restitution which will
be offered to the world, leaves the committee very hazy with
respect to the hope of the kingdom. They point out that, accord-
ing to the Bible, Jesus returns to earth to establish his kingdom,
and that he comes, not in the flesh, but as a glorious heavenly
being. Referring to Jesus’ great change in the resurrection, the
book says;

“In spite of the exaltation of Jesus the kingdom still tarried. Death,
affliction and sin remained to baffle and harass mankind. The whole
creation ‘groans in a sort of universal travail.’ Sin is still at work.
Christians continue to suffer. This condition, however, is not thought
of as final. Mankind and the universe are on tiptoe with expectancy.
They are waiting for final redemption. They are waiting for the fulfil-
ment of destiny and the new creation at the return of Christ in glory.
Their condition is one of tension rather than of designed despair, for
they are aware of the pull of the age to come.” )

What our Canadian clergy friends fail to see in connection with
the kingdom is the fact that, like all other kingdoms, it will have
both rulers and subjects. They do not see that the work of God
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in the earth thus far has been the selection and preparation of
those who are to be the rulers in the kingdom, with -Jesus, of
course, as “King of kings and Lord of lords.”” They fail to see
that it has not been God’s plan to convert as many as possible of
the world merely that they might enjoy the blessings of the fu-
ture kingdom. They imagine that the kingdom, when fully estab-
lished, will simply mean the conversion of more sinners to Christ,
possibly all of them, and that these will then enter into and enjoy
the same blessings as all the converted and faithful of the past.
With this incomplete understanding of the Scriptures, we think
the committee has done well in the following statement:

"“The prophets of the Old Testament spoke of the ‘day of the Lord,’
by which they meant a coming of God into man’s life in righteousness
and victorious power to judge the nations, free 'his people from ep-
pression, and establish peace and prosperity in the earth. In this new
order Israel’s enemies would be destroyed and Israel herself would
be established in an earthly paradise under the rule of God. For even
the world of nature would be transformed.

“This ‘day of the Lord’ is the 0ld Testament term corresponding
to the establishment of the kingdom of God in the New Testament.
The important thing here is that it is thought of as taking place on
earth. Its blessings are not exclusively material by any means; in fact
the primary blessings of the new age are to be found in the spiritual
and moral renewal of man’s life. In the prophets’ teaching concerning
the establishment of God’s righteous order there is a.fine balance be-
tween the ‘earthly’ and the ‘spiritual.’ The prophetic hope embraced
every aspect of life, and may best be described as involving the com-
plete transformation of the world by the direct intervention of God.
The prophets taught that it is in a renewed earth that the will of God
is realized in human affairs.”

We rejoice that the forty-two scholarly gentlemen of the cloth
who assembled the material for the book, “Life and Death,” give
evidence of having partially pierced the darkness of tradition
and superstition and of discerning to some extent the beautifully
simple teachings of the Word of God on such subjects as life,
death, the soul, immortality, the resurrection, the judgment, and
the kingdom. Let us hope that this progress toward the light
may continue. As one of our brethren has observed, they have
found a number of segments of the truth, but they have not been
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able as yet to fit them together properly. If they were, then they
would see and appreciate the divine plan of the ages in 1ts sim-
plicity and beauty

However, it is a wonderful step toward the light to discern that
death is a reality and that the Bible does not teach that humans
possess immortal souls. The traditional teachings on these points
represent Satan’s master deception, reflecting the falsehood
which he uttered, through the serpent, to mother Eve when he
said to her, “Ye shall not surely die.” (Gen. 3:4) No genuine prog-
ress in truth is possible unless this falsehood is recognized. It is
the deception which in our day is so often expressed by the state-
ment, “There is no death.”

Of more recent development, but scarcely less confusing, are
the traditional teachings concerning the kingdom of Christ. As
taught in the Bible, the present age is set aside in the plan of
God to call and select those from among mankind who, at the
end of the age, are brought forth in the “first resurrection” to
live and reign with Christ, who comes at his second advent for
this purpose. This was the hope of the Early Church. Concerning
this the following excerpts from the Encyclopaedia Britannica are
of interest:

“Faith in the nearness of Christ’s second advent and the establish-
ing of his reign of glory on the earth was undoubtedly a strong point
in the primitive Christian Church. ...

“These enthusiastic expectations were inseparably bound up with
the Christian faith down to the middle of the second century.

“But more than this, these wild dreams about the glorious kingdom
of Christ began to disturb the organization which the churches had
seen fit to introduce.

- “Augustine was the first who ventured to teach that the Catholic
Church, in its empirical form, was the kingdom of Christ.” . v
.- Yes, the Early Church did believe in the return of Christ, and
that at his return he would establish the messianic kingdom of
promise, . a kingdom which would bring peace, health, and life
to all mankind. But, as the Encyclopaedia states, these teachings
“began to disturb the organization which the churches had seen
fit to introduce.” This ‘“organization” was understood: to- be the
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kingdom of Christ, and the politically-minded religious leaders
of the time realized that it was paradoxical to look and hope for
a future kingdom of Christ, and at the same time to make the
claim of having already established that kingdom.

These two viewpoints simply could not coexist, so the ambitious
leaders of that early period saw ta it, by one means or another, to
stamp out the hope of Christ’s return and the establishment of
his kingdom at some future date. Thus it was that the hope of
the real kingdom of Christ was suppressed, except in the hearts
of a few individuals here and there who lacked the opportunity
and ability to make the truth known above the din of error.

“Christendom,” or Christ’s kingdom, thus came into being. It
was not the real kingdom of Christ, but a masterful counterfeit.
Nor did the reformers, such as Luther, recognize 'this error. In-
deed, they perpetuated it, giving their support to the setting up
of the various church-state governments of Europe. At first this
false claim was made only by the church at Rome, which domi-
nated all Europe. Later, through the reformers, aided by political
intrigue, and often by war, the claim of being Christ’s kingdom
was made individually by the various European church-state
governments. '

- Today most of the professed Protestant Christian world is op-
posed to church-state governments. But the gross errors imposed
upon the people through so many centuries by the counterfeit
kingdom of Christ have left their blight upon religious thinking.
Thus even those who, in all sincerity, are seeking the truth of
God’s Word on the subject of Christ’s kingdom have difficulty-in
finding their way through the fog of traditions and superstition.

However, we can and should rejoice that such widespread ef-
forts are being made to discover the real truth of God’s Word.
A few years ago it would have been difficult to imagine that
forty-two eminent clergymen of the largest Protestant church in
Canada would boldly acclaim that the popular statement, “There
is no death” is a lie, and that the Bible does not teach the immor-
tality of the human soul. Yet, this has happened, and the book in
which these and other radical departures from so-called ortho-
doxy are advocated has been officially recommended for study
in the church.
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In Jesus’ day the question was raised as to whether or not any
.of the rulers had believed on him. They had not. The world at
that time was not ready to accept the truths which he taught.
His true followers have likewise found themselves very much
alone in the world. Few indeed have agreed that the “wages of
sin is death.” (Rom. 6:23) Perhaps the fact that some are now
beginning to advocate the truth on this and other points is one
of the evidences of the nearness of the kingdom, and that in
ways beyond our knowledge the light of the new day is breaking
through to the minds of men.

Whatever the significance may be, 1959 will go down in history
as the year when a committee of forty-two eminent clergymen,
representing The United Church of Canada, broke with creedal
traditions and proclaimed the truth on the subject of death and
the human soul. Also, that the hell of the Bible is not a place of
eternal torture, and that those who die in unbelief are not neces-
sarily lost forever. This should spur us on to greater zeal than
ever in proclaiming the whole truth of the divine plan, the true
“Gospel of the kingdom.”

Jesus said to his disciples, “It is given unto you to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 13:11) No one can
know the truth except as it is revealed by the Lord. Our clergy
friends in Canada spent five years in research and discovered
isolated fragments of the truth. For this we are glad, and may
this cause us to rejoice the more that the Lord has opened the
eyes of our understanding to see the simple “mysteries” of his
plan. He has done this because he has commissioned us to be “the
light of the world.” May we, then, be faithful in letting our light
shine. May the year 1960 be the most active one of our Christian
lives in witnessing to the truth of God’s Word. May we appregiate
more and more our privileges of being his ambassadors. And may
we continue to look forward with joy to the time when the knowl-
edge of the Lord shall fill the earth as the waters cover the sea.—
Isa. 11:9 ~

——— e

“Tryth, how sacred is the treasurel Teach us Lord its worth to know,
Vain the hope, and short the pleasure, Which from other sources flow.”
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|_LETTERS OF APPRECIATION -

Comforted

Dear “Frank and Ernest”: I listen
to your program every Sunday
morning, and I do enjoy it. I was
brought up to believe that sinners
would burn for ever and ever in a
hell of fire and brimstone. I lost a
grown child in death who was not
interested in religion, and I had no
hope for him, But in listening to
you 1 have changed my mind, and
1 feel much better.”-——Kentucky

Again Rejoicing

Dear Friends: 1 have enjoyed
reading The Dawn for the last year.
1 also have “The Divine Plan of the
Ages,” “Behold Your King,” and a
number of the booklets. The
thought of an earthly kingdom was
not exactly new to me. For many
vears I have read books on the
Bible, some of them by Pastor Rus-
sell, But until I got in contact with
the “Frank and Ernest” program I
had become discouraged. I thought
the doctrine of a loving God once
taught by Pastor Russell had dis-
appeared from the earth, But now
I see that God still has people on
the earth who hold fast to the
truth, and refuse to be carried
about by every wind of doctrine.
They, like myself, still believe the
plain statements of the Bible that
Christ died for all men, and that
the time will come when all in the
grave will hear the voice of Jesus
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and come forth, even as he said,
and be given an opportunity of ac-
cepting God’s loving plan of salva-
tion. Thanks for everything, and
may God continue to bless you all
in your work.”—Kentucky

Missed the Truth

Dear “Frank and Ernest”: I listen
to your program, and take The
Dawn, which is very good. 1 have
known part of the truth for many
years, but not all, 1 have read the
book, “The Atonement Between
God and Men,” but had never read
it until now. I had been taught that
this book was out of date, that“new
light” is now what we should study.
Now 1 see where I missed a lot of
the truth of God’s Word. 1 am
thankful that I heard you, and got
the booklets and The Dawn Maga-
zine. May Jehovah keep blessing
you in the work ~—Missouri

Truth Is Simple

Dear “Frank and Ernest”: I've
been wanting to write and thank
you for answering some of my ques-
tions, It seems, because of having
learned the traditions of men in
the past, I have had many things
to unlearn. The truth, as 1 am see-
ing it now, seems so simple, practi-
cal, and uncluttered. I am enjoying
some of the Dawn Publications and
The Dawn Magazine.—1llinois
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS -

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ

SAMUEL BAKER

Albany, N. Y. Dec. 2
Pulaski, N. Y. 3
Syracuse, N. Y. 4
Rochester, N. Y. 6
Cleveland, Ohio 7
Warren, Ohio 8
Akron, Chio 9
Elyria, Ohio 10
Toledo, Ohio 1
Jackson,. Mich, 13
Grand Rapids, Mich. 14, 15
Saginaw, Mich. 16
Flint, Mich. 17
Detroit, Mich. 20
Chicago, Il. Jan. 1-3

GEORGE BALKO

Monessen, Pa. (Morn.) Dec.6
Connellsville, Pa. (Aft) 6

MIKE BALKO

Steubenville, Qhio Dec. 6
Monessen, Pa. (Morn.} 20
Washington, Pa. (Aft) 20

NICK BARACOS

Egst Liverpool, Chio Dec.13

OTIS R. BARRALL

FRED A. BRIGHT
Allentown, Pa. Dec.
J. BURTON BROWN
Calif.

Whittier, Dec.

HARRY CASLER

Steubenville, Chio Dec.

BERTRAM COOPER

Bakersfield, Calif.
Tehachapi, Calif.

Dec.

JENS COPELAND

Orlando, Fla. Dec.

THOMAS C. FAY

Bakersfield, Calif. Dec.
Tehachopi, Calif.
San Luis Obispo, Calif.

27

27

20
20

20

w

JOSEPH FENCHAK

Connellsville, Pa. Dec.

IRVING C. FOSS

San Bernardino, Calif.
Whittier, Calif.
Santa Ana, Calif.

THEODORE HACK

LaSalle, il Dec.

York, Pa. Dec. 131 -
Lancaster, Pa. Dec. - 13
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20
27

G. HOMER HAMLIN

Stockton, Calif. . Dec. 5
Sacramento, Calif. I3
'LEVI JACOBS

Dec. 6

Hartford, Conn.

EDMUND M. JEZUIT

Milwaukee, Wis.” Dec. 13

GORDON F. JUDSON

Dec. 13
19,20

Boston, Mass.
Groton, Conn.

New London, Conn. 20
RUSSELL JURD
Whittier, Calif, Dec. 13

ARTHUR H. KRUMPOLT

Wallingford, Conn. Dec. 20

Bridgeport, Conn. (Aft.) 20

Boston, Mass. 27
RAYMOND J, KRUPA

Wilmington (Even.) Dec. 19
Balitmore, Md. (Morn.) 20
Philadelphia, Pa. (Aft) 20

LUDLOW P. LOOMIS

New Haven, Cann. Dec. 13
Waterbury, Conn, (Aft.) i3

THE PAWN



EDWARD G. LORENZ G. P. OSTRANDER ot e G...R:. - POLLOCK ;
Riverside, Calif. Dec. 20 | Plover, ‘Wis. " Dec. 1. San Diego; Calif. " Dec. 13
Ontario, Calif. 20 Milwaukee, Wis. 2
South Milwaukee, Wis. 3 { KENNETH W. RAWSON

Rockford, IN. 4
JOHN Y. MAC AULAY Batavia, Il 7 Wilmington, Del. Dec. 13
lndianc' oli; ind 8 Seaford, Del. ' 13
Sonta Ana, Calif. Dec. 1 napets, nd- Paterson, N. J. 20
s D': Calif 2 Muncie, Ind. 9 . .

an Liego, L.aii. Cincinnati, Ohio 10

Phoenix, Ariz. Jan, 1-3 Dayton, Ohio 1 GEORGE P. RIPPER
' Columbus, Ohia 13 | Fresno, Calif. Dec. 13

ADAM MISKAWITZ Cleveland, Ohio 14

Erie. Pa. 15 CLAUDE R. WEIDA
Gary, Ind. Dec. 20 ' :
Reading, Pa. Dec. 13

HARRY PASSIOS
N. MOLENAAR

Steubenville, Ohio Dec. 13 IRWIN WYSOCKI

Ventura, Calif. Dec. 13 | Monessen, Pa. 27 | Duquesne, Pa. Dec. 6

-

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

DECEMBER 3—“Because thou hast
kept the word of My patience, I also
will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon
all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth.”—Revelation 3:10
(Z. 01-118 Hymn 294)

DECEMBER 10—“Them that honor
Me, I will honor.”—I Samuel 2:30
(Z. ’01-318 Hymn 196)

DECEMBER 17—"Beloved, work out
your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who work-
eth in you both to will and to do

SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS

of his good pleasure.”—Philippians
2:12, 13 (Z. *97-147 Hymn 275)

DECEMBER 24—"“Thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins”—Matthew
1:21 (Z. 008 Hymn App. S)

DECEMBER 31—*“What shall I ren-
der unto the Lord for all his bene-
fits toward me? I will take the cup
of salvation, and call upon the name
of the Lord. I will pay my vows
unto the Lord, now, in the presence
of all his people ”—Psalm 116:12-14
(Z. 799-286 Hymn 160)
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CONVENTIONS

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, December
13—I. O. G. T. Hall, 2933 Cedar Avenve.
Mrs. C. R. Newham, 678 40th Avenve,
N. E. Minneapolis 21.

SAGINAW, MICHIGAN, December 13—
The Woman’s Club, 311 North Jefferson
Street. Mrs. C. A. Sundbom, 207 Alice
Street.

CLEVELAND, OH!O, December 20—YMCA
Building, Prospect Avenue and East 22nd
Street. Mrs. A. F. Jarmon, 1229 East
t14th Street, Cleveland 8.
DETROIT, . MICHIGAN, December 27—
Maccabees Building, Woodward Avenue
at Putnam. Mr. Walter Blicharz, 19300
Braile, Detroit 19.

PHOENIX, ARIZOMA, December 31-Jan-
vary 3—Osborn School Auditorium, 3418
North Central. Watchnight Service. Mr.

Zygmunt Roguski, 2936 West Rancho
Drive, Phoenix. Speakers: Brothers W. A,
Baker, L. Paul Davis, Thomas Fay, . C.
Foss, E. L. Fowler, John Hull, Edward G.
Lorenz, H. W. Ostrander, Frank Parsons,
C. O. Pitner, Gilbert Rice, Williom Soper,
Stuart Sowers, and August Swanson,

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, January 1-3—Cen-
tral Masonic Temple, 912 N. LaSalle
Street. Mr. Edmund M. Jezuit, 4327 S.
Christiana Avenue, Chicago 32. Speak-
ers: Brothers Somuel' Baker; -Charles M.
Chupa; N. Coats; Edward E. Fay; Ray-
mond J. Krupo; John- A. Meggison; and
C. A. Sundbom. '

ALBANY, NEW YORK, Janvary 10,
FLORIDA BIBLE STUDENTS CONVEN-
TION: Lakeland, March 5.7,

v

o v——

i~

JESUS, GOD’S GIFT TO
THE WORLD

To be. discussed by

“FRANK AND ERNEST”

WNTA—970 ke.—~11:00 A. M.
Sunday, December 20

Who is Jesus, and how will he save the
world from destruction? Hear “Frank and
Ernest”” discuss these and related ques-
tions, and send for o free copy of
the book, “Jesus, the World’s Savior.”
Address:

“FRANK  AND ERNEST”
Box 60, Dept. N, General Post Office
New York, N. Y.

‘For Your Newspaper

To the left is a suggestion for a
small advertisement in your local
paper, It is designed for two inches
in one column,

JANUARY TOPIC: On Sunday,
January 17, “Frank and Ernest” will
discuss the topic, “The Time of the
End.” Appropriate advertising cir-
culars will be available to announce
this broadcast, and will be fur-
nished free in any gquantity desired.
A few of the stations will broadcast
this program on Sunday, January
24. We have a record of these sta-
tions, and will print your circulars
with the proper date, You may or-
der your supply direct, or through
vour class secretary.



R “Thy Word Is Truth”

Understandable Truth

IT WAS during the Dark Ages that the theory of the trinity was de-
veloped, the theory that there are three gods which in reality are but
one gcd. No one has ever been able to explain this theory in an un-
derstandable way. Frequently, when an explanation is requested, the
reply is, “Well, that’s one of the great mysteries which we are not
supposed to understand.”

However, the truth set forth in the Word of God concerning the
Heavenly Father and his beloved Son, is understandable. The Bible
reveals clearly that while these are c¢ne in purpose, ithey are not the
same personality. The article entitled, “The Beginning of the Creation
of God,” which starts on page 20, points out the clear teachings of
the Bible concerning Jesus, his prehuman existence, his life and min-
istry on earth, and his high exaltalion to the divine nature when he
was raised from the dead. This article is the last of the series on
“The Bible Versus Human Traditions.”

The first of these "keys’” to the Bible was written more than
seventy-five years ago, the last in 1904. They continue to be the
outstanding text books on the Bible for our day.

. The Divine Plun of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents,
ten or more 40 cenis each; paper, 30 cents,
ten or more 23 cents earh.

StUdleS . The Time Is at Hand, cloth, 50 cents each.

- h . Thy Kingdom Come, cloth, 50 cents each.
In t e . The Battle of Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each.

M . The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth,
Scrlptures 85 cents eoch.

. The New Creation, cloth, 85 cents each.

Question Books for Volumes 1-3, 10 cents each;
Volumes 4-6, 15 cents each

SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3.75
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