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GENERAL CONVENTIO N
Bowling Green, August 12-1 9

THIS is the month for the 1950 General Convention ,
which is to be held at the State University, Bowling Green ,
Ohio . If you act at once, there is still time to secure ad-
vance reservations by writing to the convention secretary ,
Mr . Ray Krupa, 8191 Wisner, Detroit, Michigan . The rate
for both room and meals is , only $15 .00 for the entire week ;
or $3 .00 a day if you cannot stay the full week . It will be
slightly more if you wish to room alone .

There will be ample room for all who attend, hence, i f
you decide the last minute to enjoy this season of spiritua l
refreshment, and have not written for a reservation, go any -

- way, for you will be taken care of . You will find the room
- committee in the Administration Building of the University .

The convention begins Saturday afternoon, the 12th .
Sunday morning there will be an address of welcome b y
the university president . Thursday there will be an im-
mersion service ; Friday evening a public witness. Every
day will be rich with blessings, so if you have not yet de-
cided, make up your mind now to go to the Bowling Gree n
Convention .

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into th e
house of the Lord . "—Psalm 122 : 1
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For Better Service
Orders for literature, donations to th e

radio fund and other services, cor-
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e fde %ed Dauer

Christian Ethics Not Enoug h

WHAT is wrong with the world? Why are the nations i n
such a hopeless muddle? Why are countless millions so

afraid of the nefarious power of communist dictatorship? Why ar e
the people lovers of pleasure—sinful selfish pleasure—more tha n
lovers of God? Why is civilization falling apart with no hope i n
sight of a better world to come? The British author, Fredrick A .
Voigt, himself a member of the Church of England, but writing i n
the British Roman Catholic Magazine, The Month, says that the
illnesses of the times are due to the fact that the Protestant world
has adopted what he described as :

"Religion without God; Christianity without Christ ; Christ
without Antichrist ; heaven without hell ; works without faith ; a
God of love but not of wrath ; a church that can bless but canno t
curse . We believe that God, almighty and incarnate, is but a
benevolent Spirit ; that Satan does not exist ; that Christ was the
Author of the ethical code, but not the Godhead crucified. We
profess to believe that he existed, for agnosticism is no longer th e
fashion. We believe that the Gospels must conform with our tim e
and not our time with the Gospels . . All articles of our cree d
can be summed up in one phrase : ` the Christian ethic.' The Chris-
tian ethic is the Antichrist of the Western world . It is the mos t
insidious and formidable corruption that ever afflicted that world . "

This is a remarkable statement, which in many respects i s
true, but from the standpoint of what the writer has in mind is as
"antichrist" in its entirety as the writer claims for what he describe s
as the "Christian ethic . " But let us examine it from standpoint of
its face value. It is true that throughout the Protestant world, the
moral code, or what Mr. Voigt describes as the Christian ethic, ha s
taken the place of doctrine and dogma. The creed of modernism
is that it doesn't make any difference what we believe as long a s
we live right . Barring a little stretching here and there to make i t
conform to the liberalism of conduct which is so prevalent in
the world's social structure today, modernists profess to accept the
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moral and ethical teachings of Christ . But they do not accept the
Bible with respect to the great doctrines of the divine plan, such
as the resurrection, the judgment day, the second coming of Christ ,
and his thousand-year reign .

True, there are exceptions to this . There are small groups o f
professing Christians who have not been brought under the spell o f
modernism . For the most part however these hold tenaciously, no t
to the true doctrines of the Bible, but to those dogmas which wer e
formulated in the Dark Ages, such as eternal torture for the wicked ;
the literal destruction of the earth at Christ 's second coming, and
in a very literal sense the "wrath" of God against all who do not
agree with them. Although these do realize that there is much mor e
to Christianity that ethical teachings, their misconceptions of th e
plan of God hinder them from knowing him as otherwise they might .

But there is a still smaller minority who have not succumbe d
to the modernistic and liberal viewpoint described by Mr . Voigt as
the "Christian ethic." These continue to rejoice in the simple an d
understandable teachings of the Word of God pertaining to the
divine plan for the blessing of all the families of the earth. They
not only believe the promises of God which give assurance of the
second coming of Christ to establish the messianic kingdom of peace ,
but they accept the testimony of the prophecies which describe the
peculiar characteristics of our day, and recognize it to be the tim e
of Christ's second presence, and that he is here destroying Satan's
world preparatory to blessing all the families of the earth through
the administrative agencies of his kingdom . Those who are truly
rejoicing in this understanding of the Bible are not saying that wha t
they believe is unimportant .

Thus we find that while Mr . Voigt has made a good effort t o
point out the erroneous position of modern liberalism, the unfortu-
nate part of it is that he recommends that which is equally in-
jurious to take its place . For example, when he charges modernism
with having "religion without God, " and "Christianity without
Christ, " he is of course speaking of the Catholic God and the Catho-
lic Christ, or perchance the Episcopal God and the Episcopal Christ .
In either case he would substitute for liberalism a God of torment —
not the loving and true God of the Bible . He would substitute the
erroneous idea of a Christ which in reality is God, the third part o f
an unscriptural trinity .
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Mr. Voigt speaks of Christ without Antichrist; but fails to
realize that the very system of religion for which he is arguing i s
in fact the great Antichrist pointed out in the Word of God—the
system that united with the state and thereby attempted to estab-
lish the kingdom of Christ contrary to the teachings of Christ and
contrary to the divine plan for the return of Christ and his thousand -
year reign at that time .

Mr. Voigt laments further that modernism has a heaven bu t
not a hell. This is a misleading statement when viewed in the
light of God 's Word. In Mr. Voigt's mind it means that for all
believers who are loyal to the church there awaits a heavenly re -
ward, and that all others, as stated by the poet Whittier in describin g
the Dark-age view, "are doomed to eternal torture, and held in the
way thereto . " This viewpoint is wholly unscriptural . The Bible
does make it plain that there is a just punishment for all wilful sin-
ners against Gocs's laws, but that punishment is death, not eter-
nal torment . Eternal life and eternal death are the alternatives
set forth in the Bible .

For members of the true church of Christ—that is, those who m
the Lord accepts as his own because of their individual faithfulness
to him, and not because they belong to some particular denomination
—eternal life on the divine, spiritual plane, is promised . They are to
be with Christ, and will live and reign with him . For all others
the opportunity will be offered, during the thousand years of Christ ' s
reign, to live on the earth forever as human beings . God created
the earth for man, and according to the Bible he created man fo r
the earth ; and when the divine purpose in creating man is com-
plete the entire human race, restored from death, will have th e
privilege of living here throughout eternity .

We can sympathize with Mr. Voigt in his lament that modernis m
has made such inroads among the adherents of denominational
churches . But one of the reasons for this is the revolt against th e
God-dishonoring .creeds of the Dark Ages. For this reason, it i s
unlikely that the trend away from creedal theology will be halted .
As a matter of fact, this may well be the first step toward an under -
standing of the true God of the Bible and of his loving plan for th e
blessing of all the families of the earth . One must lose faith in hi s
false gods before he can believe in the true God and appreciat e
his loving designs for his creatures .
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The God whom we worship is represented by the things which
we believe concerning him; and when one realizes that what he
expected of his "god" is not working out, then he loses faith and
is bewildered. Those who have believed that God wanted them t o
convert the world, for example, must now know that somethin g
is wrong. Not realizing that the fault was in their mistaken view -
point of God's will for his people they are confused . This does not
mean that they are "lost" and will be tortured forever . It simply
means that they are approaching the point in their experience when
they will be ready and glad to accept the truth of the Bible wit h
respect to the divine plan for men and nations—the divine plan o f
salvation centered in the redemptive work of Christ, and to b e
consummated during the thousand years of Christ's reign. As an
example of the bewilderment in which the modernist world find s
itself today, note the following from an editorial appearing in The
Christian Century :

"If man's necessity is God's opportunity, then the hour seem s
to have arrived for a historic display of divine initiative . Whether
or when this takes place is of course not for us to determine . But
we can contribute something by refusing any longer to preten d
that we know the answer, by acknowledging humbly that we are
in great trouble, by falling back on the Eternal in penitence an d
hope. We can contribute something more by joining in simpl e
faith with others in like need to gain a wisdom not our own b y
pooling our admitted ignorance, by drawing upon the divine powe r
which is made perfect only to those who are utterly convinced of
their individual and collective weakness . "

The Christian Century editor who wrote this expression of
admitted ignorance concerning God and the divine plan is a
modernist . He gave up his belief in the god of the Dark Ages . To
him the idea that if there is no place of torment there can be no
heaven, became properly repulsive . He denounced the idea that
the Roman Catholic Church, or any other humanly constituted re-
ligious organization has the sanction of the Creator to exercis e
authoritarian control over the consciences of men .

Rejecting these dogmas of the nominal church he sought refug e
in what Mr. Voigt designates the Antichrist of "Christian ethics ."
He doubtless reasoned that what was wrong with the churches ,
causing their failure to conquer the world, were their grotesque
and conflicting creeds . He joined with millions of others in a n
effort to "convert" the world through the power of moral ethics.
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He doubtless believed that if the moral teaching of Christ, the great
precepts of the Master 's Sermon on the Mount, could be brough t
to bear upon society through the channels of government and other -
wise, we would have peace on earth and good will among men; and
thus would the kingdom of God become a reality .

But now he knows better. Now he knows that more than the
moral and ethical teachings of Jesus are needed to reform the worl d
and cause the nations to love rather than hate one another . Vaguely
he realizes that the only solution is divine intervention, but the onl y
authority he can summon in support of his weak conviction is the
old adage that man's extremity is God 's opportunity. Realizing
how great is man 's extremity today, he reasons that there may be
a possibility that God will do something about it .

Thus through trial and failure the modernists are gradually
being prepared to accept the real truth of the Word of God; namely ,
that there will be divine intervention, that this intervention will b e
manifested through the establishment of the messianic kingdom .
True, probably the vast majority will not recognize this until th e
kingdom agencies are in actual operation, and the foretold blessing s
of God are flowing out to the people. But then they will be glad
that divine power did intervene . They will be happier than eve r
to realize that the creeds of the Dark Ages did not represent th e
true God of the Bible, but they will also rejoice that the divine plan
for the people embraces more than merely ethical teachings, that i n
addition, the opportunity will be given for all the families of th e
earth to accept the provision of life everlasting made for the m
through the shed blood of Jesus Christ ; and that by accepting thi s
provision and obeying the laws of the kingdom, they will liv e
forever .

They will then learn that the will of God is indeed to be the
supreme law of life ; also that the divine will is not expressed
through the Roman Church, nor through any other of the presen t
denominational organizations of men, but through the divine Chris t
—Jesus, and associated with him, his faithful followers, who the n
shall have been raised from the dead and glorified with him as th e
spiritual rulers in the new world. Thus will God solve the problems
of an unbelieving world, and it is our privilege now to tell the whol e
world these blessed tidings .
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Church Union in Canad a

111WENTY-FIVE years ago, on June 10, the United Church of
Canada officially came into being . It was a union of Presby-

terians, Methodists, and Congregationalists . At that time a maga-
zine in Great Britain, The British Weekly observed that it was the
"most important step in the history of Christendom for many cen-
turies . " In an article appearing recently in The Christian Century,
Mr. R. C. Chalmers explains and I quote, that "the call of God tha t
brought the United Church of Canada into being twenty-five years
ago—namely, to fulfil our Lord's prayer `that they all may be one . . .
that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me'—is still an ur-
gent one . Man must believe if he is to be saved . "

It is probably safe to say that practically all the efforts being
made throughout the world today to unite denominational churches
have as their motive the hope that by the strength of numbers ,
influence, and finances which should result from union, the worl d
can be impressed sufficiently to stem the rising tide of unbelief, and
eventually to induce all to become believers . Since, therefore, the
forming of the United Church of Canada was so important a step
along the road of union, it is both interesting and revealing to ob-
serve just what has resulted from twenty-five years of effor t
through this pooling of the resources of three major denominations .
Mr. Chalmers ' article gives us a fair appraisal of results . On the
matter of increasing membership, he writes :

"We have grown with the years until at the close of 1949 ou r
membership stood at 806,167 . However, we are not increasing a s
rapidly as the Canadian population . Among French Canadians, who
have a high birth rate, we are making little advance . We are win-
ning a relatively small number of non-Anglo-Saxons . We are no t
reaching the economically less favored group in a manner that i s
commensurate with our responsibility. The danger facing the
United Church is that of becoming a middle class communion . "

"We are not increasing as rapidly as the Canadian population "—
this frank admission of failure should awaken the officials of th e
United Church of Canada to a realization of the fact that there
is something radically wrong with their understanding of the Lord ' s
purpose for this age. And what is true of the efforts of the Unite d
Church of Canada is true of all churches, and in every country . The
stark fact is that the population of the earth, even in professe d
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Christian countries, is increasing faster than total church member-
ship .

Professedly, as Mr. Chalmers points out, the United Church of
Canada was formed in order to induce the world to believe . Pre-
sumably a believing world would be a morally upright world .
Having failed largely in converting unbelievers, the church ha s
therefore failed to hold back the upsurge of unrighteousness in
Canadian life. On this point we quote further from Mr . Chalmers '
article :

"The United Church of Canada has made a splendid contribu-
tion to the moral and social life of Canada . It has been in the fore -
front of many movements that lead to the abundant life for all.
But in spite of these efforts we must face the fact that on the mora l
front Canadian life has suffered a decline . Secular trends are gain-
ing ground, one evidence of which is the increasing commercializa -
tion of the Lord's Day. Alcoholism and the per capita consumptio n
of alcoholic beverages have increased rapidly during the last decade .
Gambling, divorce, juvenile delinquency and other evils have
caused alarm among communal and national leaders, as well as i n
church. A stronger Christian witness on the moral front is a n
imperative in Canada today . "

It is still true that "in unity there is strength, " but the strength
represented in the United Church of Canada has not been great
enough to reverse the trend toward unrighteousness and unbelie f
that is. sweeping over the whole world . However, instead of re -
examining their viewpoint of what the Lord wants them to do the
churches everywhere keep trying, hoping that eventually their ef-
forts to convert the world will be crowned with success . With this
thought in mind they use their failures as an excuse for appealin g
to the public for more help, financially and otherwise .

"To make the Gospel count in the world of tomorrow, " writes
Mr. Chalmers, "we need more ministers . " "Also, we need mor e
money." "There must also be a revival of theological awareness, "
he writes, "and of spiritual hunger ." He closes his article by say-
ing, "The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad ."
Perhaps he has, but when we consider the hope of the United
Church of Canada to bring about the conversion of Canada, in th e
belief that this was what the Lord wanted done it would seem tha t
he had failed them. And again we say that what is true in Canada
is true all over the world. The denominational churches, eithe r
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Catholic or Protestant, are not winning the world for Christ an d
for righteousness.

The United Church of Canada does not represent as complete
a union of denominational interests as desired . Continuous efforts
are being made toward merging the United Church with the Church
of England in Canada. It is claimed that while negotiations toward
this end have been productive of a larger measure of cordiality be-
tween these two groups, the chief difficulty in the way of organi c
union still remains . This difficulty is clearly expressed by Dr .
Gordon Sisco, secretary of the General Council of the United
Church. He says :

"It is no secret that standing in the way of past proposals .
is the doctrine set forth by at least some Anglo-Catholics, that th e
authority and commission of the church reside in the episcopat e
alone and that therefore the church which fails to believe this truth ,
and to rely exclusively on its authority, is not a church . "

What Dr. Sisco refers to as the authority of the episcopate i s
otherwise known as the claim of apostolic succession . The Church
of England in Canada, even as in Great Britain and elsewhere ,
claims that its priests and bishops get their authority as servant s
in the church through an unbroken line of succession all the wa y
back to the original twelve apostles appointed by Jesus . To them
this is a dogma of fundamental importance . As they see it, there
is no salvation outside of the church, and unless their priests offici-
ate in a congregation, it is not a church, hence all but Episcopalians
are outside of God 's provision of salvation .

However, the Roman Catholic Church makes the same claim ,
and this is also a strong church in Canada . So if we consider the
Canadian church field as a fair sample of what holds true through -
out the world—and it is—it means that even though the Unite d
Church, the Church of England, and the Catholic Church, shoul d
finally succeed in bringing all Canadians into one or another o f
their folds, we would still have each of these large groups of peopl e
in the unhappy position of theoretically claiming that the other
groups were not Christians at all .

In view of these conflicting claims, is it any wonder that Canad a
is not converted? Is it any wonder that the people of every countr y
are placing less and less confidence in the churches? The wonde r
is that more people are not caused to inquire why this situation has
developed, and where along the line the churches in general lef t
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the path of truth with respect to the plans and purposes of God ;
why the efforts of centuries to convert the world have continued to
result in failure, leaving the world today in the grip of atheism an d
unrighteousness, and why this ungodly world is fearful lest in its
selfishness it will destroy itself in a raging fury of hate .

No wonder so many millions of sincere church members are
beginning to question the claims of Christianity. But there is
no need to doubt that the real purpose of God in the earth will b e
accomplished . The great mistake made by all the denominationa l
churches has been in losing sight of the fact that God has set aside a
thousand years in his plan during which the world will be reconciled
to him, and that his will prior thereto has been their preparatio n
for this great future work. God's plan is that the world will
be` converted by the church . Not by the church in the flesh ,
however ; not by the United Church of Canada ; not the Church of
England ; not the Roman Catholic Church; not the Lutheran Church ;
not by any of the denominational churches, either in Canada o r
elsewhere in the world, but by the church which will be united wit h
Christ in heavenly glory in the "first resurrection " to "live and
reign with him a thousand years . "—Rev. 20 : 5

The New Testament clearly reveals that the disciples of Chris t
were not sent into the world at that time to convert everybody to
Christianity, and that such a program represented the final effort o f
God to save the people . James explains the real purpose of all
divinely authorized missionary efforts of this age saying that "God
at the first did visit the Gentiles to take out of tliem a people for
his name." (Acts 15: 14) He explains that "after this," that is ,
after the people for the Lord 's name are called out of the world
through the power of the Gospel, the Lord was to return and tha t
then the "residue of men " might seek after the Lord .

Soon after the apostles died the nominal church lost sight o f
the glorious hope of Christ 's return and of the promises that the n
he would set up his kingdom to rule and bless the world, and tha t
all his true followers throughout this age—those who were willing
to suffer and die with him—would then be raised from the dead to
live and reign with him . Instead of continuing to cherish this
"blessed hope" the church nominal began to court the favor of the
world. Instead of waiting for Christ to return and the establish-
ment of his real kingdom in power and great glory, they united wit h
earthly rulers, forming the church-state systems of Europe .

10
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And the basic concept of church-state unionism corrupted th e
thinking of practically the whole professed Christian world . It
robbed church people of the glorious hope that Christ would return
to bring about the consummation of the divine plan in the bless-
ing of all the families of the earth, and caused all to adopt th e
philosophy that whatever God accomplishes in the world is to be
done through the feeble efforts of frail and imperfect human beings .
So today, look where we will, we find no other viewpoint than this
erroneous one which was adopted when the church forgot the grea t
purpose of God as represented in the hundreds of kingdom promise s
recorded in both the Old and New Testaments .

Some are trying one method, some are trying another. In
America the church-state idea is tabooed by Protestants, but thes e
same Protestants work feverishly to bring in the kingdom by in-
fluencing lawmakers, locally and nationally, to enact laws which
they think will establish righteousness . "If we can do this and if w e
can do that," they say, then Christianity will finally triumph . This
is one of the great fundamental errors of Christendom today . Man
has taken upon himself the task of accomplishing the divine pur-
pose, and of course is failing. Not until we recognize, as th e
prophet declares, that "the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perfor m
this," will we be prepared to understand the meaning of presen t
world events, and be able to rejoice in what the Bible assures u s
will be the real world of tomorrow, that it will be a world wherei n
will dwell righteousness, because the kingdom of Christ will mani-
fest itself in power and great glory for the reconciling of the peo-
ple to God and for the blessing of all the families of the earth .

Three faultfinders were provided each with a crystal, to do
with as he pleased ; and this was the result :

The fool contrived of his a lens ,
Wherein, to gloating eyes ,

The smallest blot that could be found
Was magnified in size .

The just man made of his a pane ,
All clear without a flaw ;

Nor summer sun nor winter rain
Affected what he saw.

The wise man pondered long and wel l
How best to search, to aid ,

Then, taking up the crystal given ,
Of his a mirror made .
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ELIJAH, A COURAGEOUS PROPHET

Lesson for Sunday, August 6

I KINGS 18 :30-39

'HE story of Elijah and th e
priests of Baal is always refreshing ,
and to recall it is to be stimulate d
with an increased desire to stand
firm for the Lord against all th e
forces of evil, especially those of
the world and of worldly religions .
In Elijah's time practically th e
whole house of Israel had adopted
the worship of heathen gods, and
had turned their backs upon
Jehovah, the true and living God .
Indeed, Elijah thought he was th e
only one in the nation who stil l
served the God of Israel, although
the situation was not quite thi s
serious, for the Lord assured him
that there were yet 7,000 who had
not bowed the knee to Baal . —
I Kings 19 :18

The Lord prepared Elijah for
this special test of his courage and
devotion by miraculously caring for
him during the long drought . This
must have given the prophet a
sense of the Lord's nearness to him
and of his ability to stand by hi s
people and protect them . The Lord
uses various methods of strength-
ening his people for severe tests
which he knows will come upo n
them, and this is one of the means
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by which he supplies them with
strength in their times of need .

King Ahab and Queen Jezebel
had been misruling Israel for a long
time, particularly in that they ha d
turned the hearts of the people
toward Baal . Now the Lord indi-
cated to Elijah that the time was
ripe for a change, and that this
could be brought about through a
challenge to the priests of Baal to
demonstrate the power of their go d
to accept by fire sacrifices whic h
were offered to him. So Elijah is -
sued the challenge .

These pagan priests must have
been somewhat sincere in their be -
lief, else they would not have ac-
cepted this challenge, for it would
have been better to trump up som e
excuse for ignoring it, than . to have
the cause of Baal defeated as it was
through his failure to respond t o
their prayers . Perhaps they rea-
soned that if he failed so would the
God of Israel. For hours they
agonized in prayer calling upo n
their god to send fire to consum e
the sacrifice they had offered t o
him, but there was no answer .
Elijah mocked them, saying sar-
castically that perhaps Baal wa s
sleeping, or perchance had gone on
a journey .

Elijah then prepared his sacri-
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fice to be offered to Jehovah . He
took special precautions in order to
assure the people that his demon-
stration was to be a genuine one .
He not only poured water over th e
altar and sacrifice, but dug trenches
around the altar and filled them
with water . Some might wonder
where the water came from sinc e
there had been such a long drought .
It seems, however, that there was
a never-failing spring at the foo t
of Mt. Carmel, in connection with
which there was a large fountain ,
or reservoir. Probably the water
was carried from this fountain .

Elijah asked the people to come
as near as possible to where the
sacrifice was to be offered . He
wanted them to be assured that it
was to be a bona fide demonstration ,
that no trickery was to be used .
When everything was ready the
prophet went to the Lord in prayer .
The burden of his prayer is note -
worthy, for it reveals that Elijah' s
chief concern was the glory of
God's name. "Hear me, 0 Lord ,
hear me," he prayed, "that this
people may know that thou art th e
Lord God . "

More prayers would be answere d
if they had as their motive the
glory of the Lord. Too often
prayers are more concerned with
our own selfish desires than they
are with glorifying the Lord . In
the prayer Jesus taught his disci -
pies he used the expression, "Hal-
lowed be Thy name," and every
effective prayer will need to . have
in it the desire to glorify the Lord ,
to make his name hallowed .

Elijah's prayer was answere d
promptly . Fire came down and
consumed the sacrifice, licking up
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even the water in the trenches which
surrounded the altar. Prior to this ,
Elijah called upon the people to
make their choice between serving
Baal or serving Jehovah, the Go d
of Israel, but they "answered him
not a word . " (verse 21) Now,
however, it was different, for with
one accord they shouted, "The
Lord [Jehovah], he is the God; the
Lord, he is the God . "

Then followed the destruction of
the priests of Baal, and once mor e
the worship of Jehovah was re -
stored in Israel . But Israel did not
for long remain faithful to the
Lord. It had ever been, and con-
tinued to be, a backsliding nation ,
a nation which needed to be con-
tinually and miraculously re-
minded that Jehovah was the tru e
God, and that they should have no
other gods before him.

Unbelief was Israel's besetting
sin. The Lord told the people tha t
the just "shall live by his faith "
(Hab. 2 :4), but they had little fait h
by which to live, and finally were
set aside as God's royal nation.
That was when Jesus said to them ,
"Your house is left unto you deso-
late ." (Matt. 23:38) Because of
Elijah's work of restoring the wor-
ship of the true God in Israel, th e
Lord used his name as one of th e
titles of The Christ, Head and body ,
in the great future work of restor-
ing the worship of the true God
among all nations .

The prophecy of Malachi con-
cerning this (Mal . 4 :5, 6) was par-
tially fulfilled by John the Baptist .
He did effect a reformation in the
hearts and lives of some, but failed
in his general effort. Christ and
the church in the flesh likewise
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have not reformed the world al-
though they have proclaimed a
message of repentance . The work
of the antitypical Elijah will, how-
ever, be accomplished during th e
thousand-year reign of Christ and
his church. Then the knowledge of
Jehovah will be caused to fill th e
whole earth as the waters cover
the sea .

QUESTIONS :
How did the Lord prepare Elijah fo r

the great test of his courage in chal-
lenging the priests of Baal?

Is there reason to think that the
priests of Baal may have been some -
what sincere ?

What was Elijah's chief concern when
he prayed to Jehovah to accept by fir e
the sacrifice he had offered to him ?

In what manner is Elijah to he con-
sidered a type? Explain in detail .

EZRA, INTERPRETER OF GOD'S LAW

Lesson for Sunday, August 1 3

NEHEMIAH 8 :1-6, 8, 10, 18

IIU))OTH Ezra and Nehemia h
served the people of Israel during
those trying years when they were
endeavoring to re-establish them -
selves in Palestine following thei r
seventy years' captivity in Baby-
lon. Their services centered par-
ticularly around the activities a t
Jerusalem—the rebuilding of the
temple and walls of the city . The
narrative of today 's lesson per-
tains to an experience subsequent
to the completion of this work of
reconstruction, and has to do with
the work of rebuilding the worship
of Jehovah, Israel 's God, by en-
lightening the people concernin g
his laws.

According to Deuteronomy 31 :9-
12 the priests were required to
read the Law to "all the people"
once every seven years, at the be-
ginning of the feast of tabernacles ,
or booths. It was apparently in
keeping with this that the great as -

sembly of our lesson was arranged .
Probably this requirement of the
Law had not been observed since
the nation was taken into captivity ,
and now to have it renewed made
this a momentous occasion. For
the majority, it may have been
their first observance, and als o
their first opportunity to becom e
acquainted with the Law of thei r
God .

The place of gathering is called
in our lesson a "street," but in
reality it was a large open space ,
or plaza, near the water gate .
Preparation had been made for the
occasion in that a high platform—
called in the Common Version a
"pulpit"—had been erected, and i t
was on this platform that Ezra and
his assistants (who were Levites )
stood to read the Law .

Evidently the occasion was
opened with prayer, for we read
that when Ezra opened the boo k
all the people stood up and h e
"blessed the Lord, the great God .

14
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And all the people answered ,
Amen, Amen . " In so doing they
lifted up their hands and "bowed
their heads, and worshiped the
Lord with their faces to the
ground . "

The first session of this great
convocation lasted for at least five
hours, . but we are not to under -
stand that the people remained
standing all that time . It is reason -
able to conclude that they stood
only while the actual words of the
Law were being read, and that the y
sat while Ezra 's assistants mingle d
with them to answer questions an d
help them to a clear understanding
of what the Law meant. This is
shown by verse 8, where we rea d
that the teachers "gave the sense,
and caused them to understand th e
reading . "

There is an important lesson here
for us . God has given us his in -
spired Word, the Bible, but it
would be unwise to say that th e
Bible is all we need . As shown in
Ephesians 4:11-13, the Lord ha s
also provided teachers and helper s
to assist the church in its under-
standing of his Word, thus enablin g
us to grow up into Christ . The
Lord has placed each member in
the body of Christ according to hi s
will, and we are richly blessed i f
we recognize this and work to-
gether as best we can .

This was a happy day for the Is-
raelites who were fortunate enough
to be present to hear the readin g
of the Law, but the instructions o f
verse 10 indicate that they shoul d
not forget those who were not so
well provided for, that portions
were to be sent to them from thei r
own bounties. They were to re -
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joice themselves and also make it
possible for others to rejoice with
them. None were to feel "sorry."
And because their r e j o i c i n g
stemmed from the fact of the
Lord's returning favor to them, th e
"joy of the Lord" would be their
strength .

In the experience of these re -
turned captives, their joy in th e
Lord was dependent not only upon
the fact that he was blessing them ,
but also upon their willingness t o
share their blessings with others .
This has been the experience of
God 's people in every age . Today
we can truly rejoice that the Lord
has blessed his people with an un-
derstanding of his Word, but that
rejoicing will be short-lived if we
endeavor to hide the truth in ou r
own hearts and not share these
sweets of divine favor with others .
And our joy in the Lord will be
great indeed if our sharing of th e
truth is at the cost of self-sacrifice ,
for the returns in joy and peace i n
the Lord will be great in propor-
tion to what the proclamation o f
the message costs us.

Israel's feast of tabernacles laste d
for seven days, and verse 10 in -
forms us that the Law was read o n
each one of these days. On the
eighth day there was a solem n
assembly, or as the marginal trans-
lation suggests, a restrained assem-
bly. Apparently there was n o
feasting on the eighth day, and per-
haps also the people exercised a
measure of restraint in the matter
of expressing their joy in the Lord .
It was a day when they could
meditate upon the lessons learned
and let the meaning sink deeply in-
to their minds and hearts . Thus
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did Ezra bring the people of Israel
back to the Law of their God.
QUESTIONS :

What was the occasion for the as-
sembly of Israelites as recorded in this

lesson ?
Is it possible for the Lord's people to

understand his Word apart from other
guidance and help ?

What is the basis upon which the "jo y
of the Lord" may be the portion of his
people ?

JOHN, PREACHER OF REPENTANC E

Lesson for Sunday, August 2 0

LUKE 3:7-20

JESUS said concerning John the
Baptist that none greater had ever
been born; nevertheless, the Mas-
ter explained, "He that is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greate r
than he . " (Matt . 11:11) John wa s
the last of the prophets, and hi s
ministry belonged to the closin g
days of the Jewish age. He was
put to death before the "high call-
ing" of this Gospel age was opene d
up to the followers of the Master .
John, therefore, did not have a
heavenly hope, a hope of sharing i n
the heavenly, or spiritual phase o f
the messianic kingdom. Great
though he was, therefore, the leas t
to attain a position on the divin e
plane with Jesus will he greate r
than he.

John 's mission was to preach re-
pentance to Israel, and thus to pre -
pare the people to accept Jesus a s
their Messiah . Prophetically, thi s
attempt had been described as one
of turning "the heart of the fa-
thers to the children, and the heart
of the children to the fathers. "
(Mal . 4:6) So far as the majority
of the Israelites were concerned,
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John failed to accomplish this work
of the antitypical Elijah, hence h e
disclaimed being the Elijah . How-
ever, Jesus explained that to those
who could receive it, John was the
Elijah, meaning that he had ac-
complished an Elijah work on thei r
behalf .—Matt. 11 :14

When asked if he were the
Christ, John replied that he wa s
not, that he was scarcely worthy t o
loose the shoe lachet of that great
One of promise, the One for whom
he was preparing the way . John
explained that while he baptize d
with water, the Messiah would
baptize with the Holy Spirit and
with fire . Then he added, "Whose
fan is in his hand, and he will
thoroughly purge his floor, an d
gather his wheat into the garner ;
but he will burn up the chaff wit h
unquenchable fire . "

These two thoughts evidently be -
long together—the baptism of the
Holy Spirit being the divine
method of gathering the wheat o f
the Jewish-age harvest into the
garner of the Gospel age ; and
the baptism of fire descriptive of the
manner in which the chaff of tha t
harvest was to be burned with un-
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quenchable fire. The baptism of
the Holy Spirit took place at Pente-
cost, when in one day three thou-
sand Jews were brought into the
Gospel garner—the church of this
Gospel age. (Acts 2:41) The bap-
tism of fire came upon the nation
in A. D. 70-73, when Jerusale m
and the temple were destroyed and
the people driven out of Palestine
to become wanderers among the
the nations, and t o r m e n t e d
throughout the entire age.

In Malachi's prophecy concernin g
the coming Elijah and his work, it
is stated that in the event the
reformation effort would fail the
Lord would smite the earth with a
curse. Evidently John the Baptist
had this in mind when he foretold
the baptism of fire that was t o
come upon Israel . While many
came to him in the spirit of re-
pentance, he realized that the na-
tion as a whole was rejecting hi s
message, hence that the foretold
"curse" would fall upon Israel, a s
it did .

And what was true of that on e
little nation of Israel at the clos e
of the Jewish age is true of al l
Christendom at the close of this
Gospel age. The message of re-
pentance proclaimed by the church
throughout the age has gone large-
ly unheeded . Unbelief and un-
righteousness have increased, and
the only remedy is the "fire" of th e
great "time of trouble" which is al -
ready bringing this present evi l
world to an end. This time the
prophetic "curse" falls, not upon
one nation only, but upon all na-
tions—upon the whole symbolic
earth .

Whether or not John acted under
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instructions from the Lord in re-
buking Herod, the Scriptures do
not indicate. In any event, we
know that he acted conscientiously ,
and the Lord overruled it as th e
means by which his ministry was
terminated. Once imprisoned,
John was not released, but was
finally put to death.

Thus John was faithful unto
death, but unlike the church of th e
Gospel age, he will not receive th e
"crown of life , " that is, immortality,
but instead a "better resurrection . "
Together with the other ancient
worthies he will be made one of
the "princes in all the earth "—one
of the human representatives o f
the divine Christ .—Heb. 11:35 ;
Psalm 45 :16

It has been suggested that
Herod 's illicit relationship with his
brother's wife might represent th e
harlot-like union of church an d
state, and that in this end of the
age those who call attention to this
illicit union may suffer martyrdo m
as John did . We know that all who
will be worthy to reign with Chris t
must be willing to suffer and die
with him; and while we should no t
purposely endeavor to bring per-
secution upon ourselves, no true
follower of the Master will refrain
from proclaiming the truth in
order to keep out of trouble. So,
then, let us strive to be faithful in
the use of all our privileges, and
in doing this we can safely leave
ourselves to the care of Him who
is able to bring us off conquerors ,
yea more than conquerors, through
Christ, our Redeemer and Savior .
QUESTIONS:

What position will John the Baptis t
occupy in the kingdom of Christ?
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Was John the antitypical Elijah? Ex -

plain .
In what sense did Jesus baptize with

the Holy Spirit and with fire?

Are the closing experiences of John' s
life illustrative of the manner in whic h
the church at this end of the Gospel
age may be persecuted ?

MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESU S

Lesson for Sunday, August 27

(

	

LUKE 1:46-48

JI[T IS a blessed thing to be use d
by God in any capacity, and Mar y
was highly honored in being chosen
to be the mother of Jesus, the Re-
deemer and Savior of the world .
All who understand the plan of
God as it is centered in Christ
Jesus are glad to recognize the im-
portant part Mary played in that
plan, and realize that she was truly
blessed by the Creator . However,
they deny that she was the mothe r
of God, and they also deny that she
now occupies a special place in
heaven as one who intercedes on
behalf of Christians on earth .

In the first place, Jesus was no t
God, but the Son of God, the On e
who, in his prehuman state, was
known as the Logos, or Word o f
God. (John 1 :1) The transfer o f
the life of the Logos to the womb
of Mary in order that he might be
made flesh for the suffering of
death was quite within the power
of the Creator to accomplish . We
cannot understand it, but neither
can we understand how huma n
beings—or even the lower animals ,
for that matter—are developed and
born in what we call the norma l
way. The life principle and how it
operates is a divine secret, and
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from our standpoint, is always
miraculous .

"My soul doth magnify the Lord , "
said Mary. This is the proper at-
titude for all upon whom the Lor d
bestows special favors. None of
us merits the blessings which daily
he bestows upon his "servants and
handmaids," hence we should praise
him for the privileges of servic e
he grants us, and give all the glory
to him .

LUKE 2:48-5 1
EVEN at the age of twelve, Jesu s

sensed that he had been born int o
the world to perform a special mis-
sion, and that his real father wa s
not Joseph, although Joseph had
graciously accepted him into their
home as a member of the family.
Jesus was anxious to be about his
"father ' s business, " so slipped away
from his parents and found his way
to the temple where he could ques-
tion the doctors of the Law and
discuss his situation with them .

The Scriptures do not relate the
details of this interview, but it may
be assumed that from these teach-
ers Jesus learned that under the
requirements of the Law it would
not be proper for him to enter upon
a priestly service for God until h e
was thirty years of age . Appar-
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ently he also learned that until h e
was thirty his obligation was to h e
subject to his parents. Returning
to their home he gladly acquiesce d
in this requirement and grew "in
favor with God and man . "

MARK 3:31-3 5
IN THIS passage we have a defi-

nite refusal of the Catholic atti-
tude of special veneration for Mary,
whom they allege to be the
"mother of God." It would see m
that ,Jesus purposely on this oc-
casion made himself aloof from he r
and his natural brethren in orde r
to help guard his disciples agains t
the worshipful attitude toward he r
which later developed among hi s
professed followers .

In this incident the Master makes
it very emphatic that earthly rela-
tionships did not count as much
with him as did those which per-
tained- to the Spirit—that those
who did God's will were his real
brothers and sisters, and even
closer to him than his natural
mother. Thus the fact is clearl y
established that being the mother
of Jesus did not place Mary in any
special position of veneration in th e
divine arrangement, and that sh e
would need to become his discipl e
and do God's will in order to b e
favored with equally his other fol-
lowers .

JOHN 19:25-27
WE ARE not to understand that

when Jesus held aloof from hi s
mother, as related in the previou s
passage discussed, it was becaus e
he did not love her, nor recognize-
a proper degree of responsibility
toward her. Jesus did love his
mother and was solicitous for her
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welfare . This is clearly indicate d
by his charge to John while hang-
ing on the cross. Noting both
John and his mother in the crow d
that "stood" and watched him
there, Jesus said to John, "Behold
thy mother!" and to Mary, "Be-
hold thy son! "

This undoubtedly was the Mas-
ter 's way of charging John with
the responsibility of caring fo r
Mary's material needs, and of as-
suring Mary that in the belove d
John she would find a sympathetic
and understanding provider . It is
absurd to read into this narrative ,
as was recently done by a spokes -
man for the Catholic Church, that
Jesus was here indicating that he
wanted all his followers to venerat e
Mary as their "holy and blessed
mother . " Theologians are surely
hard put to find scriptural backin g
for their dogmas when they con-
sider it necessary to resort to such
fantastic interpretations.

ACTS 1 :14
PERHAPS the most outstandin g

fact in connection with this refer-
ence to "Mary the mother o f
Jesus," is that this is the last men-
tion of her name in connection wit h
the experiences of the Earl y
Church. If the Catholic viewpoint
of Mary were correct she should b e
referred to in connection with
practically every event recorded i n
the Book of Acts, and her nam e
should appear in all the epistles,
especially those of Peter . And she
should certainly appear as one o f
the chief characters in the Boo k
of Revelation .

But in this brief mention of her
presence with other disciples while
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they waited in that upper room fo r
the Holy Spirit of promise to com e
upon them, we have the last refer-
ence to Mary, the mother of Jesus ,
to be found in the Bible . This cer-
tainly proves that she did not oc-
cupy so exalted a position in the
minds of the apostles and the Earl y
Church as has since been assigne d
to her by the apostate church.

As a matter of fact, every refer-
ence to Mary which we have in the
New Testament tends to show tha t
she was merely a woman among
women, and that as a disciple of
Jesus, she was given no honor
above that enjoyed by all who hea r
and heed the call to take up thei r
cross and follow him. That she
was a noble woman, there is no

question ; and one of the most out-
standing traits of her nobility was
her desire to honor and magnify
the Lord, and to ever recognize her
own lowly position as one of his
servants .

QUESTIONS :
How do we know that Mary was no t

the "mother of God" ?
Who was Jesus' real father, and wh y

did he become subject to his parents
after he questioned the doctors of th e
Law?

What was the only means by whic h
Mary, the mother of Jesus, could enjo y
his special favor ?

How did Jesus indicate to John tha t
he wished him to care for his mother ?

What is the last reference in the New
Testament to Mary, and what does this
signify ?

Prayer of the Consecrated

We seek not, Lord, for tongues of flame,
Or healing virtue's mystic aid;

But power thy Gospel to proclaim
The balm for wounds that sin has made .

Breathe on us, Lord ; thy radiance pour
On all the wonders of the page

Where hidden lies the heavenly lore
That blessed our youth and guides our age .

Grant skill each sacred theme to trace ,
With loving voice and glowing tongue ,

As when upon thy words of grac e
The wondering crowds enraptured hung .

Grant faith, that treads the stormy deep
If but thy voice shall bid it come ;

And zeal, that climbs the mountain steep,
To seek and bring the wanderer home .



Flames in Hel l
"For I am tormented in this

flame ."—Luke 16 :2 4
THIS statement will be recog-

nized by Bible students as being
that of the rich man, in the Parabl e
of the Rich Man and Lazarus . It
is the Greek word hades that is
translated "hell" in the parable ,
and it signifies the death state. It
has the same meaning as the He -
brew word sheol of the Old Testa-
ment, concerning which th e
inspired prophet wrote, "There is
no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave
[sheol], whither thou goes t . "
(Eccles. 9:10) This description of
the condition of the dead obviously
does not harmonize with what
Jesus said in the parable with re-
spect to the rich man .

We know, of course, that the ac -
count of the rich man is a parable .
The parable relates to the death of
the Jewish nation on the one hand ,
and to God's favor going to the
Gentiles represented by the beggar
on the other. It is certainly tru e
that the Israelites as individuals
have suffered much persecution and
many hardships since the death o f
their nation in A . D. 70-73 . How-
ever, it has been a little difficult
to understand why Jesus would
represent these flames of persecu-
tion as coming upon them in hades
when he knew that hades is a stat e
of unconsciousness .

The explanation for what ap-
pears to be an incorrect use of
hades as a symbol is found in
Deuteronomy 32 :22-24. This is a
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prophecy of the final wrath of God
to be visited upon Israel as a na-
tion. Paul alludes to it in I Thes-
salonians 2 :16 and indicates tha t
the prophecy began to be fulfille d
in the bitter experiences which
came upon the Jewish nation a t
that time. Nov notice how the
prophecy of Israel's downfall as a
nation reads—"A fire is kindled i n
mine anger, and shall burn unto
the lowest hell [sheol] . " (Deut.
32 :22) It seems reasonable to be-
lieve that Jesus had these words in
mind when he represented the rich
man—the Jewish people—as being
tormented in flames even though in
hades .

Actually there are no flames in
sheol, or hades. This makes the
Lord's words all the more mean-
ingful when he foretold that his
anger would burn into the lowes t
sheol, or hades . How better could
he describe what happened to Is-
rael as a nation, and to the Israel-
ites as a people! As a nation the y
died, went into hades, oblivion.
This could well happen to a nation,
yet the people would not neces-
sarily have to suffer . But not s o
with the Israelites . God's anger
burned against them as a peopl e
even during their death conditio n
as a nation, and thus were they
enveloped in the flames of God' s
anger throughout the age . How
clearly Jesus conveyed the thought
of the prophecy when he related
the parable concerning it! For a
complete explanation of the para-
ble, see the book, "The Truth
About Hell."



Jacob Blesses His Son s
GOD'S PLAN IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS

CHAPTER FORTY-NINE

49 :1, 2 Having adopted his grand -
sons, Ephraim and Manas-

seh, sons of Joseph, into his famil y
and pronounced a blessing upon
them, Jacob then sent for his own
twelve sons in order that he might
impart a blessing to them ere he
died. What he said to them wa s
also in the nature of prophecies for
he explained that he wanted to re -
veal that which would befall the m
"in the last days . "

This is the first of fifteen refer-
ences in prophecy to the "last
days," or "latter days," as the sam e
general period is also called . The
other thirteen are as follows : Num-
bers 24 :14; Deuteronomy 4:30; 31 :
29 ; Job 19 :25 ; Isaiah 2 :2 ; Jeremiah
23 :20 ; 30 :24; 48 :47; 49:39; Ezekie l
38 :16 ; Daniel 2 :28; 10:14; Hosea
3 :5 ; Micah 4 :1 . A study of thes e
will show that Jacob's prophec y
and blessing as spoken to his son s
extends to and embraces the mes-
sianic age, having a relationshi p
both to the first and second advents
of Christ.

We are not to understand, how-
ever, that what he said with respect
to every one of his sons was so all -
embracing . So far as his words
pertaining to the Messiah and his
kingdom were concerned, these
were contained only in his proph-
ecy concerning Judah . In the case
of the other boys, what promises
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he did make had to do particularl y
with comparatively minor things ,
such as their portion in the Prom-
ised Land .

49:3, 4 Reuben was Jacob's first -
born son, Leah being his

mother. The scriptural reference s
concerning him on the whole pre-
sent a favorable view of his dis-
position. To him the preservation
of Joseph's life appears to have
been due . The sin which appar-
ently caused him the loss of the
high honor of being the head of the
tribe from which the Messiah
would be born is recorded in Gen-
esis 35 :22 .

Jacob intimates that by natur e
Reuben should have been of ex-
cellent dignity and strength o f
character, but instead he was as
"unstable as water" ; that is, easily
stirred up emotionally as wate r
boils over a fire, but quickly
"cooling off" when the fuel is re-
moved . Actually no blessing at al l
was imparted to Reuben, and n o
prophecy given concerning him.

49 :5-7 Simeon and Levi were the
second and third sons o f

Jacob by Leah. The mention of
their cruelty is evidently a refer-
ence to the revengeful massacre
which they perpetrated, as recorded
in Genesis 34 :25. This was evi -
dently the sin which robbed them
of the firstborn rights forfeited b y
Reuben. To them went a meagre
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blessing—"I will divide them in
Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. "
Apparently this is prophetic of th e
fact that in the division of the land
following the Exodus the tribe o f
Simeon was limited to a portion
within the .grant of land given to
the tribe of Judah. The tribe of
Levi was given no inheritance in
the land, although they were hon-
orably used in connection with th e
service of the Lord, evidently be -
cause of the noble stand they too k
in a time of crisis . See Exodus 32 :
1-29 .

49:8-12 Judah was the fourth o f
Jacob's sons by Leah, an d

because of the sin of the other thre e
he inherited the blessing of the
firstborn, which in this instance
was the honor of heading the tribe
from which the "King of kings, and
Lord of lords" was to be born. The
name means "praise . " His mother
praised the Lord when he was born,
and his father said that Judah' s
brethren would praise him .

Remembering that this prophecy
was given amidst Egyptian sur-
roundings, meaning is added to
Jacob's reference to Judah bein g
a "lion's whelp," and a "couched
lion." It seems that in Egypt at
that time a couched lion was sym-
bolic of the right to rulership which
was vested in the reigning Phar-
aohs . The "seed" promised t o
Abraham was to be a great Ruler.
Isaac and Jacob in turn inherited
this promise, and now Judah wa s
also to be a "lion's whelp," that is ,
the one to inherit God's roya l
promise.

Thus, as Jacob explained, this
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"sceptre " was not to depart from
Judah, "nor a lawgiver from be-
tween his feet ." This particula r
prophecy is given recognition in
Revelation 5 :5, where Jesus is re-
ferred to as "the Lion of the tribe
of Judah . " And Revelation 5 :11-
13 seems clearly to indicate the
larger fulfilment of Jacob 's proph-
ecy pertaining to the praise that
would come to Judah, or the trib e
of Judah .

"Until Shiloh come" : The word
Shiloh means peaceable, and one o f
the prophetic , titles ascribed to
Christ is "The Prince of Peace . "
(Isa. 9 :6) "Unto him shall the
gathering of the people be . " Paul
may have had this in mind when in
Ephesians 1 :10 he wrote that in the
"dispensation of the fulness o f
times" God will gather together "all
things in Christ, both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth."

Verses 11 and 12 appear to be
symbolic descriptions of the great
prosperity of the tribe of Judah in
relationship to the other tribe s
when they became settled in the
Promised Land. When the land
was divided Judah was assigned a
choice portion .

49 :13 Zebulun was the sixth and
last son born to Jacob by

Leah. The tribe of Zebulun is ver y
obscure in the Scriptures . Jacob's
prophecy that the tribe woul d
"dwell at the haven of the sea" and
be for "an haven of ships," is in
keeping with a statement of Jose-
phus to the effect that Zebulun ' s
allotment in the land reached on
the one side to Lake Gennesaret ,
and on the other to Carmel and th e
Mediterranean .
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49:14,15 Issachar means "reward."
The land alloted to this

tribe was, historians claim, amon g
the richest in Palestine . It is thi s
aspect of the territory of Issachar
which appears to be alluded to in
Jacob's blessing. It would seem,
however, that the tribe of Issachar
was not overly ambitious. Com-
fortably located in fertile territory ,
the prophecy indicates that the
tribe would prefer to pay tribute
to the Canaanites rather than en -
gage in the struggle to expel them .

49 .16-18 The prophecy that Da n
would judge his people

as one of the tribes of Israel wa s
apparently fulfilled in the judge -
ship of Samson. See Judges 13 :2 5
and 15 :20 .

The reference to Dan as a "ser-
pent" that biteth the "horse heels "
reminds us of the serpent in th e
Garden of Eden . Mother Eve was
beguiled by that "serpent," and the
tribe of Dan helped to beguile oth-
ers in Israel to worship heathen
gods, being the first of the tribe s
to go into idolatry .

Having given a prophecy remi-
niscent of the influence of Satan i n
Eden, and of his continued beguile-
ment of the people, Jacob expresses
his hope of ultimate salvation fro m
evil and its results, a prophec y
which originally was expressed a s
the seed of the woman bruising the
serpent's head . All will be glad
and rejoice in that salvation.-
Isaiah 25 : 9

49:19 Little information is given
in the Scriptures concerning

Gad. When his mother (Zilpah )
gave birth to him, Leah said, "A
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troop cometh," and so named hi m
Gad, which has that meaning .
(Gen. 30:11) His father said con-
cerning him that a troop would
overcome him, "but he shall over -
come at the last" What we know
about the tribe of Gad indicates
that they were a warlike people .

49 :20 The tribe of Asher is an-
other concerning which not

much is said in the Scriptures . In
the division of the Promised Lan d
the Asherites were given the mari-
time portion of the rich plain of
Esdraelon, probably for a distance
of eight or ten miles from the
shore. This territory contained
some of the richest soil in Pales -
tine, and it may be this fact tha t
caused Jacob to prophesy con-
cerning this tribe that "his bread
shall be fat, and he shall yiel d
royal dainties . "

49 21 Naphtali means "wrestling. "
Jacob's prophecy concernin g

this tribe is rather obscure in
meaning. The expression, "H e
giveth goodly words," may mean
that he would give cause for goodly
words. If this is the thought, its
fulfilment may be in the fact tha t
in Deborah 's song of praise ove r
the defeat of Sisera, she gives spe-
cial praise to Naphtali and Zebulun
for their heroism in the battle .—
Judges 4:10; 5 :1 8

49 .22-26 In bestowing his blessing
upon Joseph, Jacob firs t

of all recounts the wonderful man -
ner in which God had already
cared for this favorite son, that
although his enemies had tried to
destroy him, his "hands were
made strong" by the hands of the
mighty God of Jacob. The clause
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shown in parenthesis—"from thence
is the Shepherd, the Stone of Is-
rael"—is evidently intended t o
impress the thought that from the
God of Israel come all blessings ,
and that in preserving Joseph, the
Lord through him had preserved
all Israel, thus keeping alive the
nation from which the great Shep-
herd and Stone of promise woul d
come. These two terms are among
the many which refer to the prom-
ised Messiah . Surely God's provi-
dences over Joseph that he might
be the savior of all Israel consti-
tute a wonderful manifestation o f
God's ability to fulfil his promise s
concerning the "seed" through
which all the families of the earth
will be blessed !

God 's blessings upon Joseph's
tribe, future from Jacob's day, wer e
manifested chiefly in the prolific
increase of their numbers—"bless-
ings of the breasts, and of the
womb." Compare the "blessing" of
Moses upon the tribe of Joseph a s
recorded in Deuteronomy 33 :13-17.

According to this prophecy ,
one of the chief character-

istics of the tribe of Benjamin wa s
to be that of fierce cruelty. There
are a number of references to Ben-
jamites which bear this out; for
example, Judges 3 :15-30. King
Saul was a Benjamite, and note his
characteristics as revealed in
I Samuel 11 :6-11 . Saul of Tarsu s
was a Benjamite, and before the
Spirit of God began to mellow his
heart he was a cruel persecutor of
the church.

49 .28 The parental blessing o f
Jacob was bestowed upon

all twelve of his sons in contrast
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with Isaac's blessing which was
limited to the firstborn alone—or t o
Jacob who purchased the right t o
receive the blessing of the first-
born. True, the royal blessing be -
stowed by Jacob was limited to
Judah, nevertheless the o t h e r
tribes were not ignored—Jacob had
something to say to them all, al -
though in some cases the blessings
were limited .

This contrast, we think, helps to
establish the difference in God' s
method of dealing with his people
during the patriarchal age and the
Jewish age. During the former, he
dealt with individuals only—th e
patriarchs, each in turn . But be-
ginning with the death of Jacob,
God 's dealings were with all twelv e
tribes as a nation . To them as a
nation were his promises made . To
them as a nation he gave his Law .
When they sinned they were pun-
ished as a nation ; and when they
continued to reject him, their
iniquity coming to a full, they were
rejected as a nation. This was one
of the main characteristics of the
Jewish age .

49 .29-33 Jacob had a strong faith
in the promises God ha d

made to his grandfather Abraham ,
so strong that he knew his people
would not remain in Egypt, bu t
would eventually be delivered an d
brought into Canaan . On the
strength of this belief he desire d
that he be taken back there to b e
buried. He gave specific instruc-
tions to his sons concerning his
burial place, saying that he wished
to be laid away with Abraham an d
Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and with
Leah, one of his own wives .

49 :27
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Having pronounced his blessing s
upon his sons, and having in-
structed them concerning his buri-
al, Jacob "gave up the ghost, and
was gathered unto his people . "
Later, his sons carried him to "th e
Meld of Machpelah" for interment,
but this was after he had been
gathered to his fathers—an expres-
sion which denotes merely that h e
joined his fathers in the state of
death, where "the wicked ceas e
from troubling; and . . . the weary
be at rest." (Job 3:17-19) The
word "ghost" is a translation of a
Hebrew word meaning "breath."
No imaginary white robed phan-
tom escaped from Jacob when he
died . He simply gave up his breath ,
or . stopped breathing .

JACOB'S BURIAL
AND JOSEPH'S DEATH

Chapter Fifty

50 :1-14 "Only their little ones ,
and their flocks, and their

herds, they left in the land of Go-
shen" when they went back to
Canaan to bury Jacob. This in-
cluded, in addition to Jacob's sons
and their grown children, "all the
servants of Pharaoh . " This was a
wonderful tribute of respect an d
love for Jacob, and revealed the
high esteem in which he was hel d
by his family . Besides, it showed
that they shared their father's faith
in God's promises pertaining t o
Canaan .

Until the death of Jacob,
Joseph's brethren had

more or less taken for granted h e
would not endeavor to inflict spe -
cial punishment upon them for
their attempt to do away with him
in earlier life . But now they be -
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came fearful lest his leniency to -
ward them had been on account o f
the great love he had for his father ;
and for the first time they formally
and humbly asked his forgiveness ,
explaining that this was the death-
bed request of their father

Joseph was ever head and shoul-
ders above his brethren in matter s
of righteousness, and he assure d
them that they had no cause to
fear. "Am I in the place of God? "
he inquired, then explained tha t
while they had sought to do him
harm "God meant it unto good, to
bring to pass, as it is this day, to
save much people alive." Since
God's will had been manifested in
what had taken place, why should
he hold anything against them ?
Thus Joseph comforted his breth-
ren, and "spake kindly unto them. "

50 :22-26 "So Joseph died, bein g
an hundred and ten

years old . " The "dreamer, " as hi s
brethren had called him, had lived
to see his prophetic dreams com e
true—his brethren had b o w e d
down before him, yea, even his
father had become dependent upo n
his mercy. He had not misused the
authority and power which divin e
providence had entrusted to him ;
but rejoiced that God had give n
him the honor of being the savio r
of his people, the preserver of the
"seed" of promise .

It was his faith in God's promises
that caused him to arrange tha t
his body should he embalmed and
ultimately taken to Canaan. In
exacting an oath from his brethren
that they would carry out his wish
in this respect, Joseph said to them ,
"God will surely visit you, . . . and
ye shall carry up my bones from

50:15-21
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hence . " Joseph's willingness to
have his bones remain in Egypt
until the Exodus might indicate
his desire not to impose an un-
necessary burden upon his breth-
ren by asking that they make a
special funeral trip to Canaan as
they had done in the case of Jacob .
Or possibly he realized that whe n
he was dead his people would no t
enjoy the same degree of freedom
to come and go as they did while
he was alive and serving as deputy
ruler .

So we come to the end of th e
first book of the Bible, and in the
outworking of the divine plan fo r
human salvation, to the end of the
patriarchal age, for with the Book
of Exodus, the Jewish age begins .
While historically the Book o f
Genesis covers the patriarchal ag e
only, prophetically it embraces all
the ages, including the Millennium ,
when as promised to Abraham, all
the families of the earth shall be
blessed . The development of th e
spiritual "seed" of promise has
been the work of the present Gos-
pel age. The promises of the book
applying to the deliverance of the
natural seed of Abraham from
Egypt, and planting them in the

Land of Promise, were fulfille d
during the Jewish age .

In this wonderful book we ar e
told of the creation of man, and th e
divine purpose concerning him—
that he was to "multiply and fill the
earth, and subdue it ." We are in-
formed of the entry of sin and of its
tragic results, man's loss of life an d
his earthly home . We are assured ,
nevertheless, of God's continued
love, and that a provision would b e
made for the redemption and re-
covery of the human race from the
result of its own transgression.

This provision is the "seed," first
referred to as the "seed of the
woman" and later as the "seed" o f
Abraham. With the aid of th e
New Testament, we learn tha t
primarily this seed is Christ Jesus,
the Redeemer and Savior of th e
world ; also that his faithful fol-
lowers of this Gospel age, th e
church, as members of his mystica l
body, are a part of that seed, "and
heirs according to his promise . "
Thus does the opening book of the
Bible introduce the main feature s
of the plan of God, and wonderful
is the harmony of the entire Bible
as we trace the reiteration of these
features throughout its s a c r e d
pages .
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"In Quietness and in Confidenc e
"The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace . "

—EXODUS 14 : 14

ONE of the secrets of a happy Christian life is to have confi-
dence and trust in the Lord, a faith in him that is so un-

failing and all-comprehensive that no matter what experiences ma y
come we will be able from the heart to say with the Prophet Job ,
"He knoweth the way that I take : when he hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold ." (Job 23: 10) It is not a case, however, o f
blindly trusting in the Lord in the sense of not knowing the ultimate
purpose of the experiences which he permits to come into our lives .
To the Christian he has revealed that purpose, which is that in u s
the image of the Master may be developed in preparation for th e
blessed privilege of living and reigning with him during the thou-
sand years of his kingdom, and of being associated with him i n
divine glory throughout the endless ages of eternity .

But even though we rejoice in this knowledge of the divin e
purpose which is being worked out in our lives, and are assure d
beyond doubt that to this end all things are working together for
our good, we still are not walking by sight. Faith and trust ar e
essential, because with our limited comprehension and our short -
sighted viewpoints, it is impossible to understand just how this or
that experience, whether of joy or of sorrow, may be best at th e
time. If we were masters of our own destinies so far as our day b y
day walk in life were concerned, we would probably change a lo t
of things, but in so doing would be quite liable to create circum-
stances and conditions which would be detrimental to ourselves a s
new creatures in Christ Jesus.

How essential it is, then, to develop complete confidence in th e
Heavenly, Father 's care, to learn that his way is best, and that, al-
though it is often difficult, the end will be glorious, because in every
experience his wisdom is choosing that which will be the very bes t
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for us . Happy are we, then, if by learning this, we can always leave
the choice with him! If we can do this, we will not think strang e
the fiery trials which our loving Heavenly Father permits, but will
accept them in quietness and confidence knowing that he is too wis e
to err and too loving to be unkind .

Lessons from the Pas t
We can learn many helpful lessons pertaining to God 's watch-

care over his people by noting the manner in which he dealt with hi s
servants of old . One of these is brought to our attention in our
text, and in it is emphasized the fact that the Lord is the strength
of his people and that our part is largely that of implicitly trusting
in him and letting him fight for us . This does not mean that we
should assume a listless, indifferent attitude toward the Lord, hi s
service, and the good fight of faith in which we are engaged as
soldiers of Jesus Christ ; because, while he fights for us, the Lord has
given us a part to perform. But in doing our part faithfully, i t
should be with a peace of heart and mind, a tranquillity of soul bor n
of the assurance that victory is not based upon what we can do, bu t
what he has promised to do, and will do if we but let him fight for us .

When Moses said to the Israelites, "The Lord shall fight fo r
you, and ye shall hold your peace," they were in a very precariou s
situation from the standpoint of human ability . In their march
from Egypt they had reached the Red Sea . The way before them
was blocked—or so it seemed . The Egyptian army had closed in on
them from the rear . Losing faith in the ability of their God to
care for them, they became "sore afraid . " They chided Moses fo r
leading them out of Egypt. Apparently even before they left the
land of bondage many of them had remonstrated with Moses, claim-
ing that it would be an ill-fated effort . And now, as so many have
done since, they assumed the well recognized attitude, "I tol d
you so . "

But Moses was not disturbed. He said to the people, "Stand
still and see the salvation of the Lord ." The expression, "stand
still, " simply meant that they were quietly to rest in the Lord . Their
faith was weak. They had become fearful, nervous, and agitated ,
and in that condition could not properly co-operate with the Lord .
Centuries later, when Israel again was failing to place their con-
fidence in the Lord and as a result were failing to enjoy the richnes s
of his blessings, the Prophet Isaiah said to them, "In returning and
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rest shall ye be saved ; in quietness and in confidence shall be you r
strength ."—Isaiah 30 :15

It was just as true in Isaiah's time as it was when Moses spok e
to the Israelites that if they were to see the salvation of God it wa s
necessary for them to "stand still," to be at peace, to rest quietly i n
him and in his ability to deliver and bless. The same is true with
the Lord 's people today. As individuals and as a people we are
constantly being faced with "Red Sea " experiences which try our
faith; and if in these we are to be victorious, we must learn to pu t
our full confidence in the Lord . Never should we take matters int o
our own hands, but should always wait on the Lord for a clear
indication of his will . Those who do this shall "renew their strength "
and thus be prepared for whatever experiences the Lord may choos e
for them.—Isa . 40 :31

"Go Forward "
The Lord told the Israelites at the Red Sea that they shoul d

"go forward ." From the human standpoint it seemed utterly im-
possible to obey this command, yet this was the Lord 's will, and
when they obeyed the sea opened up before them and they crossed
in safety. In this instance, as always, the deliverance of the Lord' s
people depended upon their trusting the Lord and obeying hi s
instructions . They were to "stand still" and at the same time to "g o
forward" in order to "see the salvation of the Lord . "

So it is in the Christian life . It is one of confidently trustin g
in the Lord regardless of the apparently insurmountable difficulties
with which we may be confronted, and no matter how fierce th e
storms of life may be raging around us ; but it is not a life of list-
lessness and inactivity. The Lord has work to be done . There are
toads to lift and seas to be crossed ; and true faith will find expressio n
in our obedience in going forward in the narrow way as the Lord
directs and putting our hands energetically to the tasks which h e
assigns .

Nor should we expect the Lord to clear the way before we
enter it, for he does not always indicate his will in this manner .
There are certain things which we know from his Word that th e
Lord wants us to do. We are to be light-bearers in the world . He
wants us to assemble with his people when it is at all possible .
He wants us to study his Word that we may show ourselves ap-
proved unto him . He wants us to love our enemies and to do good
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to those who despitefully use us and persecute us . The Lord ma y
permit many obstacles to stand in the way of our doing these things ,
removing them only when, by confidently obeying him, we "go for -
ward" to do his will .

Grace Sufficient
Ofttimes we may wish to change the circumstances of our lives ,

thinking that thus we could serve the Lord so much better. Even
the Apostle Paul had thoughts along this line, but he learned tha t
the Lord's way for him was best. At the time of his conversion he
was blinded by the light which shone "above the brightness of th e
sun . " (Acts 9: 3 ; 26: 13) Later, when visited by Ananias, his sigh t
was partially restored, but he did not regain his normal vision, an d
was afflicted with this handicap for the remainder of his life . Paul
refers to this as a "thorn in the flesh . "—II Cor . 12 : 7

It was but natural for Paul to reason that he could serve th e
Lord more efficiently if he had better eyesight, so he made it a
matter of special prayer . He besought the Lord three times to have
this thorn in the flesh removed, but the Lord 's answer to the apos-
tle was, "My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is made
perfect in weakness." (II Cor. 12: 9) Paul 's heart responded t o
this answer, and he wrote, "Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me . "

In reasoning this matter out, Paul concluded that if he did not
have this affliction he might be "exalted above measure," and thu s
be inclined to trust in his own strength and abilities rather than i n
the Lord 's. And herein is the reason for many of the experience s
and circumstances which the Lord permits to come into our lives .
He wants us ever to realize that our every victory of faith is hi s
victory and that our every success and accomplishment should b e
accredited to him. It is so easy to forget that he is fighting our
battles for us and clearing the paths through the "Red Seas" which
block our progress in the narrow way; so in his wisdom and merc y
he allows conditions to be such that we are continually reminded o f
our need of him .

The "thorn in the flesh" which buffets us may be one or more o f
a number of things which our faulty judgment might think should
be changed . With some, for example, it may be environment. We
may be the only one in our family that is rejoicing in the light of
present truth and running in the narrow way toward the prize of
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the high calling of God in Christ Jesus . We may think, "Oh, if I
could only enjoy the fellowship of someone right in my own home,
how grand that would be, and how much better progress I coul d
make in developing the fruits and graces of the Holy Spirit! "

We may make this a matter of prayer, perhaps even more than
the three times that Paul prayed for better eyesight, only to get
the same answer, "My grace is sufficient for thee "—"My presence
shall go with thee . " (Exod. 33 : 14) "I want you to appreciate m y
fellowship more, and to lean more confidently upon me . If you
can learn to do this, I will be to you as the choicest of friends, and
as one that keepeth closer than a brother or a mother ; or any other
human association you could possibly possess . I will be a friend
who will overlook your shortcomings, and will give you strengt h
in your weakness. I will be an ever present help in your every trial ,
and will share your every joy . So rest quietly in me, and I will
give you peace and will be your shield and great reward . "

We may not only be without fellowship with members of ou r
own family, but they may even oppose us in our service to the Lord .
From the natural standpoint, this could but lead to turmoil of heart ,
and to anxiety and sorrow. How our flesh would like to change a
situation of this kind, that we might enjoy peace and quietness a t
least in our own home! Let us remember, though, that this is bu t
another circumstance in which the Lord will fight for us, and tha t
we can hold our peace. We will find that in this, as in every othe r
circumstance of life, strength will be found in quietness and in
confidence—not confidence in our own ability to weather the op -
posing gales, but confidence that the Lord is able to make his grac e
abound toward us at all times and in all things .—II Cor. 9 : 8

Seldom does a Christian enjoy the peace which results from
tranquillity of circumstances and surroundings . Usually the storm s
of life are raging, with tempests high on sea and land. These
tempests which come sweeping down over the soul may stem fro m
one or more of many causes . The tempest of ill health may disturb
our peace of heart . In such an event the flesh is quick to say that
probably the Lord has forsaken us . The human mind is ever ready
to fill the role of a "Job's comforter" and to try to persuade us that
the Lord has turned his back upon us . But Job said to his accusers
concerning God, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him .''—Job
13 :15

Nor is our trust in God under such circumstances necessaril y
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a blind one. We know that we have entered into a covenant with
the Lord by sacrifice—the sacrifice of the flesh . We know, there -
fore, that our outward man must perish ere we can enter into and
enjoy our house from heaven . Faith in God and in this part of his
will and plan, therefore, should give trs peace . Indeed, whether it b e
the trial of sickness, or one which is bearing down upon us in some
other way, we should accept it as evidence of the Lord 's love, de-
pending on his promise to slipply all our needs, rejoicing in his
blessed assurance, "My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength
is made perfect in weakness ."

New Creatures Secure in Him
As followers of the Master, new creatures in Christ Jesus, we

should never lose sight of the fact that the Heavenly Father's care ,
his protection, his strength that is made perfect in our weakness ,
and the final victory which he has promised to give us through
Christ, are all of a spiritual character . It is as new creatures that
he keeps us from falling. It is the new mind that dwells in th e
secret place of his love . He is a rock and fortress to the inner man
which, because of the bounties of his grace, is being renewed day b y
day .

This being true, it should matter little just how our flesh ma y
fare, or what the natural circumstances of our lives may be . All
that should really concern us should be—and in this we can alway s
rejoice—that God is able to hold us in the hollow of his hand a s
new creatures regardless of the opposing forces with which we may
be surrounded . He can open the "Red Sea" before us that we ma y
"go forward" safely in the doing of his will . With his love and the
love of Christ overshadowing us, nothing can pluck us out of his
hand. Paul was persuaded of this, and we can be also, and in this
assurance we can have peace .

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" asks Paul .
(Rom. 8 : 35) "Shall tribulation?" No, divine wisdom has decreed
that we need tribulation to prove and develop us .

"Or distress? " Of course not! We do not expect to be at eas e
while walking in the narrow way.

"Or persecution? " Again the answer is no ; for we will remem-
ber thè Master 's words telling of the blessedness of those who ar e
persecuted for righteousness' sake, and the promise that theirs i s
the kingdom of heaven .—Matt . 5 : 1 0
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"Or famine?" Paul learned to suffer want, and therein to b e
content, and so should we .

"Or nakedness?" There may be times when we could wish
for better clothes to wear but will remember that to be clothed
with a meek and quiet spirit is far better, for we might possess the
richest of material clothing and yet not enjoy peace and quietness o f
heart and soul .

"Or peril? " No, for regardless of how perilous the storms of
life may be, we will rest quietly in the Lord. As the little bird
that builds its nest on the slender branch overhanging a cataract ,
does not fear, so we will remember that underneath us as ne w
creatures in Christ Jesus are the everlasting arms of divine care
which will ever hold us in the love of God .

"Or sword? " We know that the enemies of the new creatur e
are fighting desperately to overthrow us, to break down our courag e
and confidence, to take us away from our Heavenly Father 's love ,
but we will not fear . Instead, with the protection of the "armor o f
light" on the right hand and on the left, we will "go forward " in
the strife, following the commands of the Captain of our Salvation .
Doing this, no matter how fiercely the battle may rage about us ,
we will remain at peace, knowing that victory is assured .—Rom .
8:37

"Killed All the Day Long"
Quoting from Psalm 44 : 22, Paul continues, "For thy sake we

are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter." (Rom. 8: 36) How much in keeping this is with our
covenant of sacrifice! Our Master, in whose footsteps we are walk-
ing, was also "led as a lamb to the slaughter," and how honored we
are to share this experience with him. This being true, the suffer-
ings which result from our being planted together in the likenes s
of his death should but increase our faith and our confidence, and
our peace should abound as our sufferings increase ; for, as Paul
expresses it, "In all these things we are more than conqueror s
through him that loved us . "—Rom. 8:37

"For I am persuaded," the apostle continues. He was not
persuaded that the Lord would protect him from trial, nor preven t
his enemies from attacking him. No, he expected tribulatLon. He
knew that he must endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ .
He knew that Satan would buffet him, and that he would be at
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enmity with the world . He knew that he would need constantly to
struggle to keep his own body under, "and bring it into subjection . "
(I Cor. 9 :27) But he was persuaded that in all these things the
Lord would be to him an ever present source of strength, and
in this assurance he enjoyed peace, the "peace of God, which passeth
all understanding."—Phil : 4 : 7

Paul identifies many of the things which from the human stand-
point might well pluck us out of the loving hand of God, such, fo r
example, as "death . " Death is the world's greatest enemy, one
which disturbs the peace of every family where it strikes . But we
are assured of victory over death, and certainly it cannot separat e
us from the love of God . Not that we are spared from death, for
actually our covenant with the Lord calls for death . We are dying
with Christ—sacrificially. Yes, "dying, and, behold, we live . "
(II Cor. 6: 9) We have been raised up to walk in newness of lif e
in Christ, and in this vantage point of divine love there can no evi l
befall us .

"Nor life . " One of the greatest dangers to the new creature is
an abundance of material good things—health, prosperity, friends ,
etc. To the natural man these constitute the joy of living, or "life, "
as the apostle puts it . Let us remember, however, that as new
creatures our life does not consist of the abundance of the things
which we possess, and remembering this, keep close to the Lord ,
looking to him for strength lest the allurements of ease and plent y
pluck us out of his hand and we fall from our stedfastness .

"Nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers . " These are the
fallen angels, the "principalities" and the "powers" and the "rulers
of the darkness of this world" which Paul speaks of in Ephesians
6: 12, and identifies as among our most formidable enemies. It is
against these that we "wrestle, " yet we need not fear, for the Lor d
fights for us in that he has provided an armor which, if we put i t
on and keep it on, the "wiles of the devil" will not 15e able to harm
us.—Eph. 6:11

"Nor things present, nor things to come." The Lord, through
Moses, promised his people of old that as their days, so should their
strength be. (Deut . 33:25) We know that the Lord is fighting fo r
us today, that he is not permitting any of our enemies to overwhel m
us; and we should also trust him for the future; for the apostle
assures us that just as things "present" cannot separate us from the
love of God, neither will "things to come " be permitted to do so .
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What a promise, and how sweet is the peace which results when i n
confidence we lay hold upon it !

"Nor height, nor depth"—that is, exaltation or humiliation .
Either of these extremes might easily separate us from divine love .
Exaltation, either in the Lord's service, or in business, or amon g
our friends could be dangerous to the new creature, but not if w e
remember who we are and the glorious prize of the high calling fo r
which we are running. The Lord's protection against this danger
might well be in permitting us to experience the "depth"—that is ,
to be humbled through reverses of one sort or another in order tha t
we may realize that regardless of our position in life, it is by his per-
mission, and that nothing which is really good for us as new crea-
tures will he withhold .

"Nor any other creature . " Paul gives us a very complete cros s
section of Christian experience, but in case he overlooked one o r
more of the influences—the "creatures" which war against our new
minds in an effort to separate us from the Lord and to destroy our
peace in him—he makes this blanket statement to assure us tha t
nothing whatever is too small or too great for God to notice as he
spreads over us the protection of his mighty power . Certainly, then ,
we can be assured that nothing will be able to "separate us fro m
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord . " Being con-
fident of this, we can have peace .

"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, wh o
can be against us? "—or as one translation puts it, "since God IS
for us . " Yes, he IS for us, and it is because he fights for us that
we can have peace—"the peace of God, which passeth all [human ]
understanding . " (Rom. 8 : 31; Phil . 4: 7) It is this peace that keeps
our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus our Lord .

The peace of God—the same peace which God possesses, the
peace that results from his knowledge that nothing can happen i n
his whole vast universe except as he wills or permits it . He is
neither anxious about the present nor fearful of the future ; and
his peace can be ours, for as members of his family he has assure d
us that all the glorious attributes of his character are enlisted for
our protection and care as new creatures in Christ Jesus .

With this "blessed assurance" we can "go forward" in ou r
march toward the heavenly Canaan with absolute confidence tha t
if in each step of the way we obey him, no seas of trouble can drow n
us, nor will he permit any of the storms of life to overwhelm us .
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He has promised to "guide" us, to "hold" us, to "keep" us, to "fight "
for us, and to give us "strength . "

What more could we ask? It remains only for us to wait on hi m
in quietness and in confidence, knowing that whatever our nee d
may be he will "bring it to pass." (Psa. 7: 5) All we have to do is
to "stand still," in the sense of not being fearful and agitated n o
matter what the circumstances may be ; and when he gives the com-
mand to "go forward," obey knowing that he will lead the way an d
give victory to all who put their trust in him .

Loyalty
THE Christian is called to, and is being tested and prepared for ,

the divine nature and for joint-heirship with Christ Jesus in hi s
millennial kingdom; also for the ages of glory to follow that king -
dom. But God will not exalt to such a glorious position in his uni-
verse any who do not now demonstrate that they have a fighting
spirit of loyalty to him and to the things that belong to him . It is
through the truth that we know God, and know his will concernin g
us. Aside from the works of nature with which we are surrounded ,
the truth of the divine plan and his providential leadings through
that plan are all that we know of God while this side of the veil .
Hence, our manifestation of loyalty to his truth is the only manne r
in which we can now show our loyalty to God . Can it be said that
we are loyal to the truth if, for policy's sake or to avoid controversy ,
or to have peace in the home or in the church, we refrain fro m
earnestly contending for it ?

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXT S
AUGUST 3—"Separate yourselves from
the people of the land ."—Ezra 10 :11 (Z.
'99-203. Hymn 312 )
AUGUST 10—"If there be any consola-
tion [comfort] in Christ, if any comfor t
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit ,
if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my
joy, that ye be like-minded, having the
same love, being of one accord, of one
min d ."—Philippians 2 :1, 2 (Z . '04-296.
Hymn 172)

AUGUST 17—"Quench not the Spirit. "
I Thessalonians 5:19 (Z . '03-25 . Hymn 91)
AUGUST 24—"Holy Father, k e e p
through thine own name those who m
thou hast given me, that they may b e
one, as we are."—John 17 :11 (Z . ' 03-77 .
Hymn Appendix D )
AUGUST 31—"Let your light so shin e
before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven ."—Matthew 5 :16 (Z .
'03-206. Hymn 280)



"Songs in the Night"
AUGUST 1

Therefore they that were scattered
abroad went everywhere preaching the
Word .—Acts 8 : 4

DEAR brethren, he who was with an d
guided the Early Church is with us wit h
equal power . He who guided in that
harvest time is guiding now, and wil l
continue to guide his work to the end .
We may have experience with simila r
characters to that of Judas, Alexande r
the Coppersmith, Jannes and Jambres .
But the Lord is able to make all thes e
work together for good to us an d
through them all to fulfil his gracious
promises. He may permit persecu-
tions, imprisonments, or things corre-
sponding on a different plane, but let
us never doubt the presence and power
of our Lord. The glorious results will
more than compensate for the trials and
difficulties . "Faith can firmly trust
him come what may ."—Z '09-57 (Hym n
200)

AUGUST 2
Return unto me, and I will return un-

to you, saith the Lord.—Malachi 3 : 7
THE thought everywhere held out in

the Scriptures is that God's mercy en-
dureth forever—that is, "olam," or t o
a completion. A small portion of the
world of mankind at the present time
has received God's favor to the extent
of being justified and made partakers in
the divine favor and mercies of thi s
present time . As in his dealings with
these the Lord is very gracious, so i s
he to those who return from the way s
of sin, and he is even patient with
those who lack the spirit of love and
forgiveness, and comes to them entreat-
ing them to join in his gracious plan s
and arrangements . This loving-kind-
ness bestowed upon the believers of the
present time illustrates the Spirit of the
Lord. It becomes an assurance to us
of the fulfilment of his promise that i n
due time all the families of the earth
shall be brought to a knowledge of his
goodness, to an opportunity for know-
ing him whom to rightly know and
appreciate will mean to them everlast-
ing life. —Z '06-254 (Hymn 226)
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AUGUST 3
And Zaccheus stood, and said unto

the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of m y
goods I give to the poor; and if I have
taken anything from any man by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold .—
Luke 19 :8

WE BELIEVE that many today make
a mistake in that they do not more full y
follow the course of Zaccheus—in tha t
they continue to hold on to somethin g
which really, rightfully, belongs to an -
other ; and secondly, that they do no t
consecrate more of their wealth of - -
money or property or time or talent t o
the Lord . Zaccheus was a Jew, and
under the requirements of the Law one-
tenth - of his yearly increase would b e
his obligation to religious matters. But
he far exceeded this, giving not merel y
a half of his annual income, but a half
of all the principal, of all the money an d
property and goods which he possessed .
Some have inquired of us, What is the
reasonable obligation of a Christian?
We answer that our reasonable service
should surely be more than the one -
tenth of the Jews. To our understand-
ing Zaccheus did not even go the ful l
length of a complete sacrifice .—Z '06 -
279 (Hymn 8)

AUGUST 4
Behold the Bridegroom .—Matthew 25 : 6
THE announcement, the truth upon

this subject, is indeed a testing, proving ,
which of the professed virgins of the
Lord have the oil in their vessels, the
right spirit of humility, patience, love ,
devotion, interest in the things of th e
Bridegroom . Such and such only are
desired by the Bridegroom or will b e
permitted to enter. In view of this it is
evident that our work in the present
time is not only to proclaim the Bride-
groom's presence, but to assist those who
have the oil in their vessels to trim thei r
lamps . If it is not already too late to buy
the oil it soon will be, and hence ou r
special care should be in respect to those
who have the oil of the Lord's Spirit bu t
who are still asleep or drowsy and need
to have an announcement of his pres-
ence brought kindly, patiently, perse-
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veringly to their attention.—Z ' 06-31 5
(Hymn 230)

AUGUST 5
Strait [difficult] is the gate, and nar-

row is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it .—Matthew
7:14

IT IS so narrow that it is wide enough
to admit only the Lord's plan and those
who are willing to discard all othe r
plans, projects, and questionings, and
to devote themselves fully to its service ;
and who are quite willing to bear any
reproach it may bring . Are you en-
deavoring from day to day to vindicate
the divine character and to make known
God's righteous ways? Are you dili-
gently studying to make yourself thor-
oughly familiar with the truth so that
you may indeed be a living epistl e
known and read of all men within th e
circle of your influence? Are you in -
deed a workman that need not b e
ashamed (II Tim. 2:15)? Are you of
those who have really given themselve s
to the Lord, saying truthfully to him:

"Take myself—I wish to b e
Ever, only, all for thee" ?

If so, you are just narrow-minded
enough to say, This one thing I do ; and
I make everything else bend to this one
thing of showing forth God's praise s
and of helping others into his marvelou s
light: and to this end I cultivate and use
what talents I possess as a wise steward
of my Heavenly F a the r .—Z '12-194
(Hymn 277)

AUGUST 6
Kept by the power of God through

faith unto salvation .—I Peter 1 :5
IN OUR journey through life almos t

daily we come to places and circum-
stances which, wrongly received, may
change our entire course from fellow-
ship and relationship to God to sin and
opposition to him . What Christian ha s
not realized certain crises in his life in
which two voices seemed to speak t o
him; the one favoring humility and
obedience to God at any cost; the other
urging self-will backed by pride? I f
we are advanced Christians, who
through numerous victories have gaine d
a position where such besetments are
rare, we still need to be on guard and
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to remember that we have a very wil y
Adversary, that we have the treasure
of the new mind in an earthen vessel,
and that in our flesh dwelleth no per-
fection . These recollections should make
us very humble, and lead us to cling
closely to the Lord, and to fear and
abhor any attitude of conduct and even
of thought that would in any measure
seem to antagonize the divine will .—Z
'08-265 (Hymn 183 )

AUGUST 7
Wait, I say, on the Lord .—Psalm 27 :1 4
SOME of us have learned by experi-

ence that to attempt to go before th e
Lord in any matter is dangerous . We
are not wise enough to guide ourselves .
Indeed, as the poet has expressed it ,

"We fear to touch
Things that involve so much."

If we could recognize the delicacy of
our situation at times, it would make u s
more modest and cautious . Not only
our own interests and eternal glory are
at stake, but also the interests of othe r
fellow-members of the body of Christ .
A rash word, a thoughtless action, in -
considerateness in any sense of the
word might lead to unfavorable condi-
tions of heart, and, even though we
gained the promise, it might be by
tribulation rather than by the way in
which the Lord would lead .—Z '08-267
(Hymn 313)

AUGUST 8
Brother shall deliver up the brother to

death .—Matthew 10 :21
ALAS, that this should be so—tha t

the love of God should at any time fai l
to constrain us so that we would not
only turn from his love and fellowship ,
but that the sword should be used t o
smite down brethren! Get the pictur e
impressed in our minds and sealed i n
our hearts of coming days with spiritua l
Israel, when brother shall be agains t
brother, which the Lord will permit jus t
prior to the establishment of his king -
dom. Let us resolve that howeve r
others may fight, the weapons of ou r
warfare shall not be carnal and that
our battling shall not he against those
who are the Lord's by covenant, but
against the great Adversary. Carnal
weapons are not merely guns and
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swords, but more injurious and death -
dealing is the tongue when used t o
slander and wound . God forbid that
our tongues, wherewith we praise God ,
should work injury to any man, but
particularly to any of the household o f
faith . —Z '08-268 (Hymn 333 )

AUGUST 9
Them that honor me I will honor .—

I Samuel 2:3 0
WE BELIEVE that this is a principl e

that holds good always . Now, today,
those who are seeking to honor God he
will be sure to honor. Those who are
seeking merely self-honor may obtain
some of that honor, may glorify them -
selves to a certain extent ; but it will
not be the Lora that will glorify them .
In the service of his cause, his truth,
they will not be honored by him. "The
Lord resisteth the proud, and giveth
grace [favor] to the humble ." The way
to honor God is to seek to know his
will and to do it from sincere hearts ,
to have God first in all our affairs, to
show forth his praises . We are to neve r
mind ourselves, our own honor. We are
to serve in accordance with the princi-
ples which the Lord is promoting. To
seek the glory of God is the prope r
course for us who are his children an d
whom he has blessed .—Z '15-173 (Hymn
95)

AUGUST 10
Forsake not the assembling of our -

selves together .—Hebrews 10 :25
AS DAVID desired to be near to the

tabernacle, close to the Lord, so we,
members of the Beloved, should fin d
ourselves longing for a closer walk with
God, a nearness to his arrangement of
the mercy seat, Christ Jesus . This will
signify a desire to be near to the mem-
bers of his body, the church, to hav e
fellowship with them, because the con-
dition of things is represented as bein g
the "holy" of the tabernacle, with onl y
a veil between this and that glorious
condition beyond the veil . And is i t
not so that whoever desires to be nea r
to the Lord and to those in fellowshi p
with him, along the lines of the new
nature, will give heed to the privileges
of showing forth his praise by manifest-
ing their love for the brethren and thei r
confidence and faith in the Lord and in
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his light and wisdom and love?—Z '08 -
311 (Hymn 329 )

AUGUST 11
Ye see your calling, brethren, ho w

that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are
called.—I Corinthians 1 :26

HOW strange! Yet it is just like the
Lord to pass by the self-righteous and
the proud, and to declare that only
those who humble themselves shall b e
exalted and those that exalt themselve s
shall be abased . This fact, then, that
God will accept none but the humble
accounts for the fact that those who
have received the message in humilit y
are chiefly the mean, the ignoble . It is
only the humble-minded, taught in th e
school of Christ, who are able and will-
ing to accept the ignoble ones who rally
to the Lord's standard and who may b e
accepted . To love the ignoble signifies
that we must view them from the di-
vine standpoint and love them as God
loves them—not because of their ignobl e
and mean qualities, but in spite o f
these; because of their heart 's desires
toward God and righteousness . As we
come to love and appreciate all thos e
who stand for and strive for those prin-
ciples, we take our position with God
and view the situation from the divin e
standpoint, having compassion upo n
those who are weak and out of the wa y
and doing all we can to assist them, i f
they are of those who love righteous-
ness and hate iniquity and are striving
in harmony with their ideals. —Z '08-
326 (Hymn 194)

AUGUST 12
We . . . that are strong ought to bea r

the infirmities of the weak, and not to
please ourselves .—Romans 15 : 1

TOO often the Lord's people forge t
this injunction and are disposed to la y
down their lives for themselves, for
their own comfort, or to lay down their
lives, their time, their energy, in fel-
lowshiping with those of the brethren
most congenial to them in cultivation or
in advancement. Is not this pleasing
ourselves in ignoring to serve those
members of the body who need our as-
sistance most—the more ignoble?—Z '08 -
326 (Hymn 192)
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AUGUST 1 3
Ye are a chosen generation, a roya l

priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people ; that ye should show forth th e
praises of Him who hath called you ou t
of darkness into his marvelous light .—
I Peter 2 : 9

IS IT any wonder that the apostle de-
clares that each and all of these
"peculiar people" should make it th e
first, the chief, practically the only busi-
ness of life, "to show forth the praise s
[the virtues of character and plan] o f
Him who hath called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light"? An d
the showing or the telling of these is
the preaching of the Gospel, whether it
be done in public or in private, by wor d
of mouth or by printed page . And this,
the chief business of the peculiar peo-
ple, begun now, will continue to be
their business throughout the future ,
though under more favorable circum-
stances, in the majesty of the kingdom,
with power to enforce the wise and
just and wholesome laws, and with love
and mercy to help and to succor the
weak and the erring, and gradually to
restore them, if they will, to all tha t
was lost in Adam . What a wonderful
Gospel! What a wonderful privilege t o
be permitted to engage in its proclama-
tion in any manner! Truly, all of th e
peculiar people can appreciate the
testimony of the great Apostle Paul ,
"Woe is me if I preach not the Gospe l
of the Lord Jesus Christ ."—Z '97-99
(Hymn 260)

AUGUST 14
Certainly I will be with thee.—Exodus

3 :12
OUR text is an inspiration to the

Lord's people everywhere and at all
times, when endeavoring properly to do
any part of the Lord's work, heeding
his call through the Word. If God be
for us, and if God be with us, who can
prevail against us eventually? There
may be with us, as there were with
Moses and his service, various difficul-
ties, trials, vexations, and disappoint-
ments, for we have the treasure of th e
new nature in earthen vessels, and th e
weaknesses and imperfections and short-
sightedness of these are sure at times to
cause us difficulties and discourage-
ments. On such occasions our duty is
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to turn the eyes of our understanding
to him whom we serve, whose ambas-
sadors and representatives we are, an d
to recall his promise, "Certainly I wil l
be with thee." This means eventual
victory, though perhaps through de-
vious ways that we know not, and ex-
pect not, which nevertheless will
ultimately prove to have been advan-
tageous to us and to our Master's glory.
—Z '01-361 (Hymn 126 )

AUGUST 15
Teach us to number our days, that w e

may apply our hearts unto wisdom .—
Psalm 90:1 2

THE Christian, in numbering his days ,
does not do so with a doleful or dis-
consolate sentiment, although he does
so with sobriety. He counts the days
as they go as so many blessings, so
many privileges, so many opportunitie s
to show forth the praises of him who
called us out of darkness into hi s
marvelous light," to render assistanc e
to others in the pilgrim journey, and to
develop in himself more and more of
the character pleasing in the sight of
God—to become more and more a cop y
of God's dear Son. As he numbers the
days gliding swiftly by, and perceives
how he is using them in harmony with
the divine instructions, he ultimately
comes to that condition of heart i n
which he is longing for the kingdom
and the full attainment of all the glories
into which he hopes to be ushered, a s
a sharer in the first (chief) resurrection.
And from this standpoint he numbers
the days as they go by joyfully, and i s
glad when the days of the years of hi s
present pilgrimage end; because his
hope in the Lord, and in the graciou s
features of his plan, is growing daily
stronger, clearer, and brighter .—Z '01 -
333 (Hymn 117)

AUGUST 16
Blessed are they that have not seen,

and yet have believed .—John 20:2 9
NOW, while it is dark, before the

Sun of Righteousness has arisen with
healing in his beams, to scatter all th e
doubts and fears and hindrances, th e
Lord puts a premium upon faith, an d
only those who can and do exercise i t
may and do have certain rewards, privi-
leges, opportunities, and blessings . Of
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the Gospel-age little flock it is written ,
we "walk by faith and not by sight . "
We endure, "as seeing him who is in -
visible"; we run for a crown and a
throne which we may see only with th e
eye of faith; we obey the voice of him
who speaketh from heaven, but whose
voice now is the still small voice, which
only the few who exercise faith can hear,
appreciate, and understand . By and by
the time will come when this voice
shall shake the earth and cause the
knowledge of the Lord to fill the whole
earth . Obedience then will be proper
and bring a blessing ; but obedience
now, even unto sacrifice of earthly in-
terests in following the footsteps of him
who set us an example, brings th e
greater blessings—the blessings which
pertain not only to the life which now
is, but also to that which is to come —
the blessings of glory, honor, and im-
mortality .—Z '01-141 (Hymn 46 )

AUGUST 17
The steps of a good man are ordered

by the `Lord: and he delighteth in hi s
way .—Psalm 37 :2 3

THEY can delight in this way, be i t
ever so thorny and narrow and rugged,
because of their confidence in God' s
love and wisdom, and that he who be-
gan a good work in them is thus com-
pleting it and b le s s i n g them with
experiences which divine wisdom sees
will be to their profit eventually . Thus
the Lord's blessing is upon this class ;
and they realize indeed that "the bless-
ing of the Lord it maketh rich ." How
rich it makes their hearts in the presen t
time—rich in noble sentiments, rich in
faith, rich in love, rich in good work s
to all men as they have opportunity ,
especially toward the household o f
faith; and very rich in God' s blessin g
and under his providential care which ,
if rightly accepted, will ultimately
make these members of the royal
priesthood heirs of God, joint-heir s
with Jesus Christ their Lord, in an in-
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, an d
that fadeth not away, reserved in heav-
en for them.—Z '01-56 (Hymn 12)

AUGUST 18
Make straight paths for

lest that which is lame b e
of the way .—Hebrews 12 :13

WHAT does the apostle mean? He
does not mean that we should literall y
shovel a path smooth, nor does he re-
fer to our literal feet. All will agre e
to this. Evidently the apostle 's teach-
ing is that each one of the Lord's shee p
has more or less of earthly blemish (im-
perfection), in consequence of whic h
lameness it is difficult for him to mak e
steady progress in the footsteps of our
Lord . He urges that as we find out
what our weaknesses are, physical an d
mental, we should endeavor to shap e
our course of life accordingly, so as to
be able to overcome the difficulties of
the way and the besetments of the
Adversary . We make the straight paths
by choosing such a course as will not
unnecessarily aggravate and excite our
weaknesses, and thus make us the more
lame. We are to seek to overcome the
lameness, and to do so, are not only to
pray, "Abandon us not in temptation, "
but are to seek to avoid the temptation
in all ways . How do we do this? W e
answer, by the exercise of our wills, or
determinations—by mental resolutions ;
or, in other words, by making vows or
solemn promises to the Lord respecting
our determinations to take the proper
course . Anyone, therefore, who has fol-
lowed the apostle's injunction in our
text has made vows to the Lord, which
he should be faithful in performing, if
he would come off a victor and have the
divine approval . —Z '09-75 (Hymn 135 )

AUGUST 19
Surely goodness and mercy shall fol-

low me all the days of my life: and I
will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.—Psalm 23 : 6
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THE assurance of faith that God' s
goodness and mercy will follow us all
the days of our lives, and that we shall
ultimately by his grace attain to th e
kingdom, is for the class mentioned in
this psalm; namely, the Lord's sheep —
those wo are following him, and wh o
are having the experiences outlined in
this psalm. One of these experiences i s
that following the Shepherd they ar e
not left to hunger and thirst, but are
bountifully supplied in the green pas -
tures and by the still waters of the

your feet, truth . Moreover, it applies to those
turned out who experience the Shepherd ' s care, hi s

rod and staff, correcting, reproving or
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guiding them. Such sheep as learn to
love and have confidence in the Shep-
herd and in his guidance, and to take
comfort and blessing out of all the
afflictions and trials of life which may
be permitted to come upon them, realiz-
ing that they are providential, and fo r
their blessing—such continue to follo w
the Shepherd, continue to have the ex-
periences of sheep, and may rejoice
with full assurance of faith that he who
began the good work of shepherding
them and leading them out from the
byways of sin and of selfishness into
the full blessing of the Heavenly Fa-
ther, will continue this work and com-
plete it, if they abide in him .—Z '00-170
(Hymn 288)

AUGUST 20
I will bless thee, and make thy name

great ; and thou shalt be a blessing. —
Genesis 12: 2

THE fulfilment has already com-
menced in our hearts, but that is not
the end, not the fulness, not the ulti-
mate meaning of the promises ; for by
and by this holy nation (the body o f
Christ, the church), shall be great indee d
when tilled with the divine bless-
ing and power as God's glorified king-
dom. We realize too that while it i s
our blessed privilege to let shine upon
others the light which the Lord by hi s
Spirit has graciously shined into our
hearth, nevertheless our time for be-
stowing the great blessing is still future
—that it belongs to the period for which
we pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy wil l
be done on earth ." We reason that al-
though our name may be now cast ou t
as evil, and the reproaches bestowed
upon the Head of the body may
fall also upon us, his members, never-
theless the time is surely hastening
when the name Christ shall be grea t
throughout all the earth, and that be-
ing the name of our Bridegroom it will
also he our name as his bride and
joint-heir. We look forward with joy
to the time when the holy nation, now
so misunderstood and considered a
peculiar people, shall recompense th e
poor, blinded, Satan-deceived world an d
nominal church for all the evils in-
flicted upon The Christ, Head and body,
by blessing them, returning good for
evil in the highest degree—instructing
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and uplifting all who will to return t o
divine favor .—Z '01-231 (Hymn 310 )

AUGUST 2 1
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.—Acts

9 :3 4
OUR text is from Peter's words to

Aeneas, the paralytic, whom the apostl e
found at Lydda and healed . We are
not told that he was one of the saints;
the presumption, therefore, is that he
was not, but that at most he was a
friend to some of them, and that thu s
the apostle 's attention was drawn to
him. The fact that he had been bedfast ,
helpless, eight years, testified that th e
healing was a miracle . Its fame spread
abroad, and resulted, we are told, i n
the drawing of many unto the Lord
and to the church . Thus did the Lord
establish the church and attract to it
those who were in the right attitude of
heart, using miracles then, as he now
uses other means. Those miracles can -
not have lasted much longer than th e
apostles themselves ; the gifts of healin g
etc ., being granted only through the
laying on of hands of the apostles—and
the twelve had no successors—the
heavenly Jerusalem had twelve founda-
tions, and no more, and in them were
written the names of the twelve apos-
tles, and no others .—Z ' 02-105 (Hymn
264)

AUGUST 22
He that overcometh shall inherit all

things ; and I will be his God, and he
shall be my son .—Revelation 21 :7

THOSE addressed are not the brid e
class, selected during the Gospel age,
but the sheep class of Matthew 25—
such of mankind as during the mil-
lennial age become the Lord's sheep
and obey his voice. To these at the
end of the millennial age, in harmony
with the Father's plan he says, "Come ,
ye blessed of my Father, inherit th e
kingdom prepared for you from th e
foundation of the world." They ar e
not invited to inherit the kingdo m
prepared for us, in joint-heirship wit h
the Lord, the heavenly kingdom . But
they shall inherit the earth, the pur-
chased possession—they shall come back
into all the good estate of father Adam
which he lost for himself and his childre n
through disobedience, but which Jesus
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redeemed with his own precious blood ,
and will restore at the close of the
Millennium to all the children of Adam
who shall have accepted his graciou s
favors and been regenerated by him ,
and thus become his sons, and he thei r
God—their father .—Z '01-201 (Hymn 214)

AUGUST 23
With the mouth confession is mad e

unto salvation .—Romans 10 :1 0
THIS implies that a dumb believer

will never make his calling and electio n
sure . We do not refer to those who ar e
naturally dumb : but understand th e
word "mouth" in the same sense that
we speak of the "ears" of our heart,
and the "eyes of our understanding . " A
heart that sees and hears the grac e
of God, and that truly accepts th e
same, must in due time become so en-
thused with the things heard and see n
that it cannot refrain from some out -
ward manifestation of its joy and peace
and hope and trust and thankfulness .
As the apostles declared, "We cannot
but speak the things which we have
seen and heard . " All Christians who,
having received the light of truth, hav-
ing seen the grace of God in the di -
vine plan, having tasted that the Lor d
is gracious, having heard the wonder s
of "so great salvation, which began to
be spoken by our Lord, and was con -
firmed unto us by them that heard him"
—these must not, cannot, keep silence
nor put their light under a bushel . I f
they do, it means the extinguishment of
their light, the stoppage of thei r
growth ; and persevered in this would
ultimately mean to them destruction in
the second death: for those who ar e
ashamed of the Lord and of his Word ,
after they have discerned clearly, not
only are not fit for the kingdom, but o f
such the Lord would be ashamed unde r
any and all conditions.—Z '02-73 (Hymn
261)

AUGUST 24
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise

from the dead, and Christ shall give
thee light.—Ephesians 5 :14

WHEN the believing, converted, con-
secrated, begotten, sleeping "new crea-
ture" has been awakened—when the
eyes and ears of his understandin g
have been opened to see the true con-

ditions of the world, and to realize
himself as a new creature in Christ—his
next duty is to "arise . " His arising
from the dead signifies the activity of
the new mind, the new will, in direct-
ing and controlling his mortal body .
This implies effort ; the putting forth of
all the energy of the new creature . It
requires no effort to sleep, or to lie
after one gets awake ; but to rise re -
quires the exercise of every muscle .
Arising is not an instantaneous act, but
a process requiring one movement afte r
another, until it is fully accomplished;
so also is the arising of the new crea-
ture from the dead conditions of sin
and trespass against the laws of right-
eousness and truth and purity ; it re -
quires his every effort, and is a work
of time . Indeed all experienced Chris-
tians who have followed the apostle's
injunction to arise from the dead hav e
found that it requires days, months ,
years, of energetic effort to rise up
above, superior to the fallen tendencie s
of his own flesh, common to the worl d
of mankind. He finds that even after
he has risen fully up, so that he does
not wilfully practice sin, nor counte-
nance it in any sense or degree, he
still must be on his guard lest he b e
entrapped by the weaknesses of hi s
mortal body ; or by the allurements of
the world ; or by the temptations of the
Adversary ; and thus stumble again over
some of the things of sin and death
from which he had arisen by the Lord' s
grace .—Z '02-73 (Hymn 20 )

AUGUST 2 5
He shall drink of the brook in th e

way : therefore shall he lift up the hea d
—Psalm 110 :7

WE PERCEIVE that if it was neces-
sary for our glorious Lord from the
heavenly courts to drink of the broo k
of experience, and gain wisdom by th e
things he suffered, endured, and thereb y
to demonstrate his confidence in God, it
is equally necessary that all the mem-
bers of his body should likewise drink
of the brook in the way if they woul d
hope to share with the Lord in the
kingdom blessings—glory, honor, an d
immortality, the divine nature . Our
dear Master 's time for drinking at the
brook is past, yet the lessons and en-
couragements therefrom are still befor e
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us in the Scripture records. It is now
our time to drink of the brook of ex-
perience—to learn the lessons that are
necessary to our preparation for the
kingdom. It is not enough that we hav e
tasted of the brook of experience, that
we have learned something of obedi-
ence, that we have endured some trials ,
that on some occasions we have learned
obedience through the things we hav e
suffered ; we must continue drinking
until we can gladly say, Father, th y
will, not ours be done! If we drink no t
of the brook in the way we shall no t
share in the glory to follow. —Z '02-1 3
(Hymn 222)

AUGUST 26
The secret of the Lord is with them

that fear him; and he will show them
his covenant .—Psa. 25 :1 4

THAT wonderful covenant, shown t o
all who are seeking the Word in honesty
and sincerity, assures us that as our
dear Redeemer humbled himself for ou r
and the world's redemption and has
been highly exalted, so if similarly
faithful, we may suffer with him now
and by and by share his glory and b e
co-laborers with him in the kingdo m
which is to bless all the families of th e
earth . 0, what riches of grace! Wha t
loving-kindness! What tender mercy !
What evidences of divine wisdom, skill ,
justice, love, and power! How this vie w
of the Only Begotten of the Father
shows him to us as our Redeemer an d
also as our Lord and Head, who by an d
by, according to the promise, will pre -
sent us as his bride, blameless and ir-
reprovable before the Father in love .
Viewed from this standpoint, the recog-
nition of Jesus, . our dear Redeemer, the
Sent of God, the Savior of the world,
is not in derogation of the command of
the text, "Jehovah, our God, is one, "
for the apostle assures us that accord-
ing to the divine authority all should
reverence the Son even as they rever-
ence the Father—not reverence him a s
the Father, but reverence him as the
Son whom the Father has appointed
heir of all things, and who, as the Fa-
ther's associate, is to bless all the fami-
lies of the earth, and who a thousand
years later will deliver up the kingdo m
to God, even the Father, that he may b e
all in all.—Z '07-263 (Hymn 154)
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AUGUST 27
The Word of the Lord was unto the m

precept upon precept ; . . . line upon
line .—Isaiah 28 :13

THE Christian's experience is a con-
tinual schooling. Daily we are learn-
ing more and more about ourselves and
about the wisdom and justice of God .
As we learn these lessons day by day,
we are learning more to reprobate an d
correct in ourselves . In thus discover-
ing our own imperfections, we shoul d
learn, as a matter of course, not to
expect perfection in others ; and we
should give them credit for doing thei r
best to exemplify the highest ideal s
which they have in respect to the unity
and perfection required for member -
ship in the body of Christ.—Z '12-33 7
(Hymn 198)

AUGUST 28
Ye also ought to wash one another' s

feet .—John 13 :14
HOW many opportunities we hav e

for comforting, refreshing, consoling ,
and assisting one another in some o f
the humblest affairs of daily living
or in respect to some of the unpleasan t
duties, experiences, or trials of life! B y
love we are to serve one another, bu t
not as a mere formality . Any service
done or attempted to be done in love,
with the desire to do good to one of the
Lord's people has, we may be sure, th e
approval of the Head of the church .
Let us lose no opportunities of thi s
kind ; let us remember the Master's ex -
ample . Let us not merely assume the
guise of humility, but let us actually
have that grace of character which wil l
enable us to do kindnesses and servic e
to all with whom we come in contact.
Then we shall all the more enjoy thi s
privilege as we find the needy ones t o
be members of the body of Christ—
The Christ . —Z '12-275 (Hymn 229 )

AUGUST 29
I will show him how great things h e

must suffer for My name's sake.—Acts
9 :1 6

IS ANY other service than that of ou r
Lord ever entered on these terms—
promises of suffering? Surely not . Yet
how honest for the Lord not to call his
disciples under any misapprehension of
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the facts! We are called to suffer with
him—to sacrifice ourselves, our earthly
interests—to share his cross, and b y
these experiences to prove that we hav e
been begotten of his Spirit, and that
it has been shed abroad in our heart s
and constituted us copies of God's dear
Son . Faithfulness to this cause insures
the reward of joint-heirship with ou r
Redeemer in his kingdom; nor can
those kingdom honors be hoped for o n
any other terms . The apostle under-
stood this, and seems to give the
thought also that the more any of th e
Lord ' s followers can share of the suffer-
ings of Christ, in the flesh, propor-
tionately will be his share in the glory
which by and by shall be revealed to
us—in the "members of his body . " The
expression, "For my name's sake," is
comprehensive . It includes everything
connected with the divine plan, o f
which Jesus, the Messiah, is the center .
It includes sufferings for the truth's
sake, because the truth is vitally con-
nected with the "only name." It in-
cludes the brethren because they have
named the name of Christ and they are
under his name as members of his body .
It includes all the work of the millen-
nial kingdom because he is the Head of
it all, and his name, his honor, is as-
sociated with it all . Let us, therefore ,
be glad of any sufferings which come to
us directly or indirectly, because of ou r
faithfulness to the "precious name" an d
these various interests which are as-
sociated with it.—Z '09-86 (Hymn 177 )

AUGUST 30
God is Iight, and in him is no dark-

ness at alt—I John 1 : 5
THE Scriptures represent God as be-

ing a light. In the tabernacle he was
represented by a brilliant light on the
mercy seat, called the Shekinah glory .
Our Lord Jesus, filled with the light
of the Holy Spirit, was called "the true
Light." And it was he that said of his
followers, "Ye are the light of the
world . . . . Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in
heaven." Similarly the divine power at

Pentecost was represented by flames o f
light, cloven tongues of fire . -Similarly
the Spirit of the Lord from his Wor d
is in the Scriptures pictured as the
blaze of light from a :lamp. As we
read, "Thy Word is a lamp to my feet,
a lantern to my footsteps." The flame
of sacred love, the Holy Spirit of the
Father and of the Son, was enkindled in
our hearts through the Word of grace
and the impartation of the Holy Spirit .
In proportion as we have fed this flame -
(the Spirit) with the truth, we have
become burning and shining lights in
the world—the Spirit of the Lord in us .
—Z '09-189 (Hymn 36)

AUGUST 3 1
If any man sin, we have an Advocate

with the Father, Jesus Christ the Riglt-
eous.—I John 2:1

AS NEW creatures we are imperfec t
in that we have only the old body with
its blemishes through which to serve
the Lord . Because of antagonism of the
legally dead flesh, "we cannot do the
things which we would . " What shall
we do as respects our failure to come
up to all the requirements of the Lord,
because of our fleshly imperfections?
Shall we say to ourselves and to each
other, God knows that these imperfect
things of daily life are not willingl y
ours as new creatures, and therefore we
need not confess them? We answer tha t
this would not be the proper course. -
The imputation of Christ's merit to our
consecrated sacrifice merely covere d
the blemishes against us at that time,
but did not cover blemishes future .
Hence, daily we should remember be -
fore the throne of heavenly grace the
imperfections and blemishes of each da y
and hour, and should ask divine for-
giveness for these through our great
Redeemer. Thus he taught us, Pray
ye, Forgive us our trespasses, as w e
forgive them that trespass against us .
This would not relate to original sin ,
which could not thus be forgiven . It
relates to our subsequent shortcomings ,
after we have become children of Go d
through the begetting of the Holy
Spirit .—Z '10-218 (Hymn 290)
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Justification through Christ i s
again emphasized by the Apostle
Paul in his epistle to the Romans,
where he states, "For all have
sinned, and come short of the
glory of God; being justified freely
by his grace, through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ Jesus . " (Rom .
3:23, 24) Only through consecra-
tion unto death can anyone, durin g
the Gospel age, receive the "re-
demption that is in Christ Jesus . "
Before we can be made right-
justified—in God's sight, our Lord
must make good for our imper-
fections by the imputation of hi s
merit, and thus robed in Christ' s
righteousness we are acceptable to
God through Christ—"justified by
his blood . "—Romans 5 : 9

In Romans 8 :33 we are told, "It
is God that justifieth ." Our con-
secration, therefore, must take
place before our justification to life.

know God's will, is a step toward We must first present ourselves' i n
consecration, and toward jstifica- consecration unto death before
tion But no one iscep ble to Jesus can accept us, before he can
the Father because of his own present us to the Father, and thu s
righteousness. As it is written, being acceptable to the Fathe r
"There is none righteous, no, not through his beloved Son, begotte n
one . " (Rom. 3 :10) All are born of the Holy Spirit unto a livin g
in sin and God cannot accept sin- hope, we become the children o f
ners unto sonship . We are told God and joint-heirs with Jesu s
that after our Lord Jesus ' ascen- Christ.—I Pet. 1 :3 ; Rom . 8 :16, 1 7
sion to heaven he appeared "in the If by faithfulness to our covenant '
presence of God for us" (Heb . 9: with God we maintain our conse -
24) ; and in Hebrews 7:25 we read, cration to do his will in our lives ,
"Wherefore he is able also to save our justification to life through th e
them to the uttermost that come merit of Christ 's sacrifice will b e
unto God by him, seeing he ever continued . Surely we must de-
liveth to make intercession for pend upon him daily for the bless-
them . "

	

ings we receive as children of God .
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Justification

Do you believe that a Christian's
justification to life precedes or fol-
lows his consecration to do the wil l
of God ?

CONSECRATION is a ter m
which we use to describe the
Christian 's act of complete devo-
tion to God. Justification is the
word we use to describe the con-
dition wherein a Christian is mad e
right with God. Only the conse-
crated are entirely acceptable to
God, and they are acceptable no t
in their own merit, but because o f
the merit of Christ ' s blood . There-
fore none can be fully justified to
life before he has given himself t o
God in consecration, and has re-
ceived the benefits of Christ 's ran-
som sacrifice .

Each step that one takes awa y
/ from, sin, every effort made to
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The Word of Go d
"Knowing this first, that no

prophecy of the Scripture is of any
private interpretation ." (II Pet. 1 :
20) Are you not violating thi s
statement of the Bible with your
private interpretations ; for if your
teachings are correct, would not
the authorized denominations ac-
cept and teach them ?

THE correctness of what w e
teach as truth is not dependent
upon its acceptance or rejection b y
organized denominational groups ,
either Catholic or Protestant . The
various denominations have never
been able to agree among them-
selves as to what is truth, and cer-
tainly no one could agree with all
that they variously hold as truth ;
for the teaching of one is contra-
dicted by the teaching of another .

The important question that each
one must answer is not what does
this group or that group teach ; the
important question is, "What is
truth?" The Bible claims to be
the Word of God, and we accept i t
as our authority . It is our sincere
endeavor to dispense the light of
God's Word, as we obtain that light
through study and meditation an d
prayer, without any bias or creeda l
influence .

The religious leaders of Jesus '
day, as a group, did not recognize
truth as it came from the lips of th e
Man of Galilee, nor should we ex-
pect it to be different now. Truth
is a treasure which must be sought ;
and, as in all generations of th e
past, only a few are willing to seek
for the truth of God 's plan for th e
race. It is sincerity of heart, no t
membership in a denomination, that
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leads to a deeper vision of the di-
vine purpose .

However, you have not properly
applied the text of your question .
The apostle is not here discussing:
the interpretation of God's Word ;
on the contrary, he is telling us that
we may depend upon the Bible for
our guidance because it is not the
word of men, but the Word of God ,
even though righteous men had.
been used as instruments of the
Holy Spirit to record the divine
plan. The proper meaning of thi s
text is clearly expressed in Wey-
mouth 's translation of the New
Testament, and we present it her e
together with the texts which pre-
cede and follow it :

"And in the written Word of
prophecy we have something more
permanent, to which you do wel l
to pay attention, as a lamp shining
in a dimly lighted place : until da y
dawns and the morning star rises
in your hearts . But above all, re -
member that no prophecy in Scrip-
ture will be found to have come
from the prophets ' own prompting ;
for never did any prophecy come
by human will, but men, sent fro m
God, spoke as they were impelle d
by the Holy Spirit ."—II Pet. 1 :19-2 1

Reincarnation
Have we lived before our pres-

ent existence on earth? Personally
I feel very strongly at times that I
have existed somewhere before en-
tering this life . Is there anything
in the Bible to support my opinion ?

ACCORDING to, the Bible we
are all descendants of our firs t
parents, Adam and Eve . Nowhere
in the divine revelation is there
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any support for your opinion.
There is no biblical authority for
the doctrine of reincarnation, o r
the belief that mankind has ha d
a previous existence, either human
or spiritual . Because the Scrip-
tures tell us that Jesus had a pre -
human existence does not alter thi s
statement. As "the firstborn o f
every creature" (Col . 1:15), he
came into being before any huma n
person had life ; "For by him were
all things created, that are i n
heaven, and that are on earth, visi-
ble and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or princi-
palities, or powers : all things wer e
created by him, and for him . "—Col.
1 :16

There was a reason for this
mighty One in the spiritual world
coming to earth. He came as a
Savior, to save the people from
their sins . After Adam's disobedi-
ence and fall into sin a ransom had
to be provided, or else mankind
would forever remain under di -
vine condemnation, without th e
hope of salvation. None on earth
could provide that ransom, which
required a perfect man, one wh o
could be obedient to the perfect
law of God. All the human race
are imperfect, none could be found
to redeem his brother, nor able t o
save himself. But the Logos was
made flesh and dwelt among us; he
was obedient to the divine law, and
died as our ransom. Indeed, the
very cornerstone of Christian faith
and doctrine is found in the words
of John 3:16, "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish ,
but have everlasting life . "
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To understand the ransom is t o
know why our Master had a pre -
human existence ; but there is n o
good purpose served by anyone
contending that human beings have
a prehuman existence. Such con-
tention is unscriptural and canno t
be proven . How much better it is
to look forward to an eternal exist-
ence, made possible by the lov e
which God has bestowed upon us .
Through the gift of his Son a ran-
som has been provided for all o f
Adam's children, "to be testified
in due time . "—I Tim. 2 :3-6

The "due time" for the church
is now, and those who are faithfu l
during this Gospel age will b e
given, as a reward for their loyalty
under trying conditions, the oppor-
tunity to live and reign with Chris t
a thousand years . (Rev. 20:4) The
"due time" for the world will he
during the thousand years of
Christ' s reign, . when his righteou s
rule will establish a kingdom of
peace and blessing for the obedient
of "all families of the earth . "—Gen .
12 :3

Room for All
In discussing your teachings with

a friend, I have been informed that
there would be insufficient roo m
on the ear#h for the millions resur-
rected from the dead, and insuffi-
cient food for their sustenance, fo r
even now the problem of feedin g
humanity is acute; have you eve r
considered these objections and are
they tenable ?

YES, we have carefully consid-
ered the objections you mention ,
and what we have found is reassur-
ing . According to Bible chronology ,
the human race began in Eden a
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little more than six thousand years
ago. Beginning with the first pair,
the population has doubled ap-
proximately every two centuries .
There have been, therefore, abou t
thirty "doublings" of earth's popu-
lation since Adam's creation .

If we take the figure 2, and dou-
ble it consecutively thirty times ,
we get the total 2,147,483,648, which
is approximately the present popu-
lation of our globe. Thus is cor-
roborated Bible chronology as to
the length of time man has live d
upon the earth, and it also gives u s
the basis for calculating the total
population of earth since Adam's
creation . The total is about twenty
billion people .

Further, a study of the land sur-
face of the earth in comparison
with the total world population
leaves no doubt that there is ampl e
room for all who have ever been
born to live on the earth . Our
study has . reaffirmed our faith in
the dependability of the Bible a s
the Word of the One who times the
movements of the worlds and jus t
as accurately has timed the table
of human history .

It is true that famines have lon g
plagued our race, just as food sur -

pluses in certain areas have long
plagued our selfish economy of dis-
tribution . But undoubtedly som e
of the most wonderful discoveries
of modern chemistry have to do
with the soil . We now know tha t
the most barren land can be made
rich and productive simply by add-
ing to it certain mineral element s
which are in abundant supply . Al-
ready, through the irrigation o f
desert wastes, large areas of un-
productive land have been made to
produce bumper crops .

Until now what has been learned
to make the desert blossom as th e
rose, (Isa . 35 :1) has been the work
of imperfect men. We will leav e
to the future what man will learn
to do in feeding the race when th e
Spirit of God is poured out upo n
all flesh during the reign of Jesus
Christ . We rest in the assurance
that " then shall the earth yield her
increase ; and God, even our own
God, shall bless us . . . . and all the
ends of the earth shall fear [rever-
ence] him." (Psa. 67 :6, 7) For a
complete study of the subject of
this question, we suggest that you
send to The Dawn, East Ruther-
ford, New Jersey, for the booklet ,
"Creation, " enclosing 10 cents in
stamps .

" ` When thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee! '

All God's billows overflowed him
In th ' great atoning day ;

Sure and sweet and all-sufficient
Shall his presence be .

Nov he only leads thee through them —
With thee all the way ."
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The Network Broadcast s
HE network broadcasts of the "Frank and Ernest " discussions

(l of the kingdom message are now well into the fourth quarte r
of the contract year, and there is good hope that through the con-
tinued co-operation of the friends the year will be completed. For
this we should all give thanks to God that he has made it possibl e
through the sacrifices of his people to herald the Gospel so widely
and that so many have been comforted with a clearer understandin g
of his Word. At the beginning of the year the network broadcasts
seemed almost beyond what should be financial reach, but ther e
were many evidences that the Lord was saying, "Go forward, " and
it was in the belief that the "Red Sea" would open if we obeye d
that the contract was signed .

As the programs continued from month to month, the Lor d
made it abundantly plain why he wanted this wider witness for th e
truth. One reason was that he had "much people" in the various
sections of the country which had not previously been reache d
with the radio message. He wanted these to hear the truth an d
thereby to be drawn nearer to him, and in many cases closer to one
another in that fellowship of kindred minds which is like to tha t
above. Today several thousands of these are in contact with thei r
brethren through reading The Dawn, and in many instances b y
meeting with local ecclesias, as a result of the network broadcasts .

Other thousands have learned through the programs and fro m
the literature for which they sent, that the God-dishonoring creeds
of the Dark Ages are not supported by the Bible and that ou r
Heavenly Father is a God of love and mercy who has made pro-
vision for the blessing of all the families of the earth . A letter
in our last issue revealed that in one place many of these are meet-
ing together to hear the programs, and afterward to review wha t
they have heard and compare it with the Word of God . Since then ,
we have learned that this is also being done in other places . From
now on the opening announcements of the programs by "Don" wil l
occasionally suggest that interested listeners everywhere adopt thi s
practice. Probably many will .
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Throughout the year, it has been a great cause for joy to note
the increasing and developing interest created by the broadcasts ,
and we are confident that everyone who has helped financially an d
otherwise to keep the programs on the air has been richly blessed .
Probably many have found it literally true that "there is that
scattereth, and yet increaseth . " (Prov. 11:24) And whether or
not this has always been true materially, it has certainly been borne
out by the increase of spiritual blessings which have been enjoyed
as a result of faithfulness in helping to make known the glad tidings .

When the disciples obeyed Jesus by stepping out on faith, no t
taking extra provisions with them, upon their return he asked if
they had lacked anything. Of course, they had not . And is not.
this true in the experiences of all the consecrated? If we respond
to the call of sacrifice, having. covenanted to lay down our all i n
divine service, the Lord, who knows all our needs, will provide the m
according to the abundance of his grace .

The manner in which the Lord opened up the way for the ABC
Network broadcasts and made possible their continuance from week
to week is clear evidence that his providences are no less wonderful
now than in the past; that his Spirit working in the hearts and lives
of his people is still accomplishing otherwise impossible tasks .

We have learned recently that the ABC officials will be gla d
to renew the contract for another year . The Mutual Network has
also offered time . This in itself is encouraging, and it means tha t
the question of whether or not the broadcasts will be continue d
lies entirely in the hands of the friends. The brethren at The Dawn
office are not able to determine this without knowing the desire and
ability of the interested throughout the whole country .

It will be recalled that the initial step toward attempting the
first year 's broadcast over the ABC Network was taken at th e
General Convention in Bowling Green last year. The Convention
Committee has arranged to have a report of the effort presented t o
the convention this year, and probably the brethren gathered a t
Bowling Green will want to express themselves on the matter of
renewing the contract. But whether they do or not, it is not too
early for the brethren everywhere to begin thinking about it ; and
even more important, to make it a matter of earnest prayer for the
Lord to direct in whatever decision is made . If the Lord clearly
indicates it to be his will, the network programs will be continue d
another year, either on the ABC or Mutual systems .
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God Is Love
Dear "Frank and Ernest " : I

tuned in on your sermon at 11 :1 5
today and was interested in your
discussion on the future after death .
I never did accept the orthodox
idea that there is a place of ever -
lasting punishment for those whom
we call sinners . For me, God i s
love, not a father who dooms his
creatures to an old-fashioned hel l
of torment . To me as a child the
church was a place of fear and
trembling . . . . When I was seven -
teen years old I refused to attend
any longer because I found no joy
in going. Let me have your "Hope"
book. I am enclosing ten cents to
pay at least the postage on it .
Thanks a lot—maybe how much yo u
will never know . Hopefully yours ,
Mrs . R. P . B., Nebr .

Wants Program Continued
Dear "Frank and Ernest" : My

wife and I listen to your Bible
questions and answers each Sun-
day and enjoy the programs very
much. They help us get straight-
ened out of a lot of questions we
didn't understand before ; and I am
sure that others also find them in-
teresting . I hope you continue you r
good work. Please send me the
"Hope" book you mentioned on the
air this Sunday. We would lik e
very much to read it . Yours truly ,
Mr. R. A. F., Tenn .

Gets Questions Answered
Dear Sirs: I enjoy your dis-

courses on the radio Sundays very

much. At last someone clears up
and answers questions forever in
our minds . Misunderstandings an d
wonderments are corrected an d
made understandable because o f
your informal, clear "down-to-
earth " way of talking. Believe me ,
folks need lots of this—more of thi s
and less high-toned sermons tha t
don't satisfy and are not under-
standable . Often in church sermon s
we don't get the spiritual en-
lightenment and food we need and
for which we are craving. I do
sincerely thank. you for your fin e
Sunday morning discussions . Pleas e
send me your "Hope" book. Mr.
A. A., Calif.

Gives Hope for the Future
Dear Sirs : Would you please send

me your booklets, "God's Plan, "
"God and Reason," and your other
books mentioned over the air . I
listen to your very interesting Bibl e
studies every Sunday morning and
I must say that they not only giv e
me a better understanding of the
Bible but a feeling of inspiratio n
and hope for the future . I have a
neighbor friend who is worried and
needs spiritual help during these
days—as we all do—but she say s
she cannot understand the Bible .
So I hope that when I receive you r
booklets I may be of some help t o
her . I remain your very interested
listener, Mrs. R. S., Calif .

From Alaska
Dear "Frank and Ernest": We

received your letter and booklet ,
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"Our Lord's Return . " We appre-
ciated both to the fullest extent.
And we really enjoy listening to
your radio programs, and get mor e
than we can say out of them . We
think that you and your staff ar e
doing a very efficient and note -
worthy work in serving the Lord .
We always look forward to hearing
your program up here in Anchor -
age, Alaska . We would like to hel p
you in carrying out your missio n
for the good Lord . No doubt yo u
encounter difficulties at times, an d
then things start to level out, so
we are enclosing a check and w e
hope that it will help toward your
good work in some way. Good-by
for now, "Frank and Ernest," and
may God -bless you and lead you
always . Sincerely yours, Bob, Joe ,
and Pete Q ., Alask a

Blessed by "Scripture Studies"
Dear Brethren : I received my six

volumes you sent me, and also th e
free literature to give to the people .
I have been reading the books eve r
since you sent them and I can ' t say
how much I enjoy reading them fo r
they are truly wonderful . Now I
can understand the meaning of th e
Scripture text which says tha t
when one knows the truth the trut h
will make him free—wonderful
words of life . I certainly thank you
for the books and also for the free
literature . I have already given
this to the people, and now I am
waiting for some more free litera-
ture which you have promised to
send. Thanking you for same ,
Brother J . L. P., Virginia .

Truths Made Plain
Dear Sirs : I am greatly interested

in your broadcasts, and your fifteen
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minutes on the air each Sunda y
mean more to me than the longes t
sermons I hear . You are doing a
great work in making the Scrip-
tures understandable and bringing
out the truths which to me have
been to a great extent hidden. I
would like to have your literature,
but I want to pay you for your
booklets . Would you please let me
know the price. Thanking you, I
am Respectfully yours, J . L. S . ,
Indiana .

Deeply Interested
Dear "Frank and Ernest " : Will

you kindly send me the book ,
"God's Plan , " which you announced.
on the radio . I enjoyed your pro-
gram and I am deeply interested
in God's Word and divine teaching .
Here's hoping your programs will
continue to give inspiration to al l
who hunger for righteousness .
Yours in Christ, Mrs. N. M. U . ,
Florida.

	

.

"A New Lease"
Gentlemen: Enclosed find my

check to use as you see fit, for it
must cost money to do what you
are doing. I have just finished
listening to your program and I
would like to have a copy of you r
booklet, "God and Reason." I
would also like to have it sent to a
very good friend of mine whom
years ago I interested in the Lord
Jesus and succeeded in getting to
join a church . He even became a
Sunday School superintendent . But
now he has become dissatisfied
with what he calls the misinforma-
tion and hypocrisy that are taught
in the churches. So I feel sure
that from the books I have received
from you, and the highly inspira-
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tional programs to which I have
listened, my friend will feel as I d o
—I now have a new lease on the
life to come—and will feel buoyed
up to cope better with the daily
problems as they arise . Thankfull y
yours, Mr . H . K., Indiana .

Will Inform Others
Dear Sirs : I have just heard

your broadcast, and it was most
enlightening. I will appreciate a
free copy of your book, "God' s
Plan. " I am sure this book will b e
a great help to all people. We
need to be more informed concern-
ing these things that are so often
misunderstood. So many of us do
not know how to divide the Word
aright and assemble the truths i n
their proper relationship to th e
plan of God . Your book should be
a great help to all students and ne w
converts, as well as the learned .
Thanking you for the book, and
assuring you that I shall use it, and
inform others of this offer, I remain
yours in His service, Mrs . R. H . ,
Florida .

Points Cleared up
Dear "Frank and Ernest": En-

closed you will find order for som e
books, and $2.00 which will cove r
the cost . We listen to your radio
programs twice every Sunday, and
have enjoyed them very much . We
can get more out of the Bible from
the way you explain it to the peo -
ple . You have cleared up a lot of
thoughts which we just couldn't
believe the way they are presente d
in the churches . I only wish more
people would come to this correc t
understanding of the Bible . Then
there would be rejoicing in the
world, and instead of fearing God

the people could love him . Thank
you very much, and keep up th e
good work . Sincerely yours, Mr.
and Mrs. W. H. J ., Minn .

"Christianity Beautiful "
Dear "Frank and Ernest " : My, I

enjoy your conversations . They
are so simple that anyone can un-
derstand without questioning . You
have made Christianity beautiful,
not sad and depressing . Thank yo u
so much . May I have one of your
books of "Hope"? Mrs. J. E. C. ,
Calif.

"So Thankful "
Dear Radio Friends : I listen each

Sunday to your broadcast, and I
want to tell you that these pro -
grams have been a wonderful help
to me and my household in th e
study of the Scriptures. They have
shed a new light, and I understand
the Bible as never before . I am so
thankful to you dear friends, and
for this blessed opportunity of hav-
ing these most helpful discussions '
brought into our homes. I am not
able to attend my church service s
any more and so I look forward to
your Sunday morning discussions .
I have the two books entitled "Be -
hold Your King, " and "The Divine
Plan of the Ages . " Yours in our
Master ' s service, Mrs. T. M., Pa .

Comforte d
Dear Sirs : Please send me th e

"Hope" book . Since my husband
called my attention to your pro -
gram I have not missed a single
broadcast . Thanks for your won-
derful message . So many people
need this help! We do—you see ,
our baby daughter was drowne d
last year . Thanking you in ad-
vance, Mrs . C. S., Texas.
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The "Reprint" Book Appreciate d
LAST month we announced the "Reprint " book, con-

taining choice articles and sermons by Brother Russell .
Many have since secured a copy, and reports already re-
ceived indicate that the book is much appreciated an d
proving to be a rich blessing to those who enjoy "the dee p
things of God ." It is titled "Our Most Holy Faith" because
its contents include articles on all phases of the Gospel o f
Christ—the divine plan of the ages—and these great truth s
of the Bible constitute the foundation of every Christian' s
faith . Its articles on prophecy, Christian devotion, an d
prayer are also vital to Christian faith . One reader wrot e
to us, saying :

"I have been having a wonderful feast with 'Our Most Holy Faith .'
. . .When I start reading it, I just can ' t lay it down—time and everythin g
else is forgotten . It contains so many precious truths which, althoug h
we knew them before, are brought back to us with added clearness .
I even take it along to meetings as reference ."

Yes, "Our Most Holy Faith" is a veritable storehouse o f
inspirational truths, presented in clear, readable type, an d
indexed for ready reference to any subject the reader ma y
wish especially to study . It is five and five-eighths by seve n
and three-fourths inches in size, contains more than 70 0
pages, and is beautifully and durably bound in black ,
waterproof fabrikoid, lettered in silver . It is priced at
$2.00 . Usual discount applies on orders from classes .
Orders will not be acknowledged unless requested .
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Our Strength and Song

"The Lord is my strength and song,
and is become my salvation."—Psa.
118 :14; Exod . 15 :2; Isa . 12 : 2

'THE above Scripture speaks of
two of the outstanding privilege s
and blessings of the consecrate d
children of God ; namely, that God
is our strength, our upholder in al l
our experiences in the narrow
way; and our song the chief sub-
ject of our thoughts and conversa-
tion. The verse shows that this i s
to be followed by his becoming ou r
salvation, our deliverer into th e
heavenly kingdom—the salvation
to be brought unto us at the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ .

First, let us think of Jehovah a s
our strength, our sustainer and up -
holder in every experience whic h
comes to us ; our source of grace
to help in every time of need. If
fully consecrated, the Lord unites
himself with us in all we do ; or, to
use the beautiful expression o f
Abigail to David, "The soul of my
lord shall be bound in the bundl e
of life with the Lord thy God . "
(I Sam. 25 :29) If this be our ex-
perience, we may in all humility
speak of ourselves as "strong in the
Lord."—Eph . 6 :1 0

But strange as it may seem, to b e
strong in the Lord means to feel
very weak in ourselves . Indeed, a
realisation of their own weaknesses ,
as well as a knowledge of the dan -
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gers and difficulties of life and the
ominous forces of evil aroun d
them, is what causes many to turn
to the Lord in the first place. How-
ever, whatever motives may hav e
first prompted us to leave the world
and come to the Lord, we hence -
forth know that in every experi-
ence he is our strength, our helper ;
that without him we can do noth-
ing toward walking the narro w
way successfully .

We can, therefore, with the
Psalmist, continually pray, "Give
thy strength unto thy servant "
(Psa . 86:16) ; and with the assur-
ance of our prayer being answered ,
we may say, "I will go in th e
strength of the Lord God . " (Psa .
71 :16) "The Lord is the strengt h
of my life ; of whom shall I b e
afraid?" (Psa . 27 :1) "God is th e
strength of my heart, and my por-
tion for ever."—Psa. 73 :26

"The Lord Is My . . . Song "
Most people have what may b e

called a life-theme or song . It may
be their calling or an interest in
life which occupies most of thei r
waking hours. With some, it may
be their home or family ; with
others, their business, or possibly a
calling in the realm of art or sci-
ence which occupies most of thei r
thoughts and conversation. But to
those blessed with the light of
present truth, their "song" is the
Lord and the great plan of salva-
tion he has provided, very appro-
priately called by the Revelator ,
"A new song. "—Rev . 14 :3
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Again, those who come off vic-
torious from the beast and hi s
image, sing the same new song, but
in Revelation 15 :3, it is described .
as " the song of Moses . . . and the
song of the Lamb. " The truth
concerning the divine plan is, in-
deed, our song, the theme of our
thoughts, the subject of our con-
versation. To such an extent i s
this true that our friends wil l
sometimes say, "Can't you talk
about something else? "

However, the Psalmist voices our
sentiments, saying, "Let my mouth
be filled with thy praise and with
thy honour all the day . " (Psa .
71:8) Thus the Spirit of the Lord
constrains us to give a witnes s
concerning the truth on every pos-
sible occasion; and today, thi s
united testimony of the Lord 's peo-
ple brings about the fulfilment o f
the Master's prophetic utterance ,
"This Gospel of the kingdom shal l
be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come . "—Matt . 24 :1 4

"My Salvation"
While the Lord is already ou r

salvation by faith, in that he ha s
provided the ransom sacrifice, ha s
justified and called us to himself
and begotten us to a living hope ,
we may here specially think of the
Psalmist as speaking of "things

which be not as though they were"
(Rom. 4:17) ; and hence we ma y
understand him to mean that afte r
the Lord has been our strength and
song throughout our earthly pil-
grimage, he will be our salvation
at the end of the way—salvation t o
that wonderful inheritance to whic h
he has called us. And in order t o
give us the strongest possible con-
fidence in his promise, the Psalmis t
speaks of this salvation as though
it had already come to pass and
were now in our possession—he "is
become my salvation . "

What comfort and inspiratio n
have such assurances been to tens
of thousands of weary pilgrims as
they have contemplated the bright
and eternal home toward which
they journey! "I go to prepare a
place for you, " and "will come
again, and receive you unto my -
self ." (John 14:2, 3) Such state-
ments have rung in their ears
through the centuries and now, to -
day, this eternal rest has been al -
most reached . Let us continually
echo the sentiment of the poet :

"Jesus still lead on ,
' Till our rest be won ;

Heavenly Leader, still direct us,
Still support, console, protect us,

' Till we safely stan d
In our Fatherland."

Be patient and submissive ; each disaster
Will bring thee nearer to thy loving Lord .

These trials make thee like thy blessed Master ,
Who knows them all, and will his grace afford .

Be patient and submissive ; strength is given
For every step along the weary way.

And for it all thou 'lt render praise to heaven,
When dreary night gives place to perfect day.
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Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t
H. E. ANDERSO N

Wallingford, Conn . (Morn.) August

	

6
Hartford, Conn . (Afternoon)	 6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19

W. A. BAKE R
Connellsville, Pa	 August

	

1
Washington, Pa	 2
Shadyside, Pa	 3
Nelsonville, Ohio	 4
Columbus, Ohio	 5- 7
Newark, Ohio	 8
Cleveland, Ohio	 9
Elyria, Ohio	 10
Toledo, Ohio	 11
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19
Los Angeles, Calif	 27
Seattle, Wash	 September 2- 4

J . BEDNAR Z
Wilmington, Del . (Morn .) August

	

6
Philadelphia, Pa . (Afternoon)	 6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-1 9
Pittsburgh, Pa	 27

C . CHUPA
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9

J . COPELAN D
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9

S. C . DE GROOT
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9

O . D . DEIFER
Lancaster, Pa	 August 27
Brooklyn, N. Y	 September 2- 4

H. E. DEITRICH
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9

E. FAY
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9
Seattle, Wash	 September 2-4

P . HATGIS
Pittsburgh, Pa	 August 2, 3
Akron, Ohio	 4
Chicago, Ill	 5- 8
Gary, Ind	 9, 1 0
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-1 9

E . H . HERRSCHER
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19

J . HULL
Seattle, Wash	 September 2-4

L . JACOBS
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19
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Brooklyn, N. Y	 September 2- 4

C . W. JANKE
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9

G. O . JEUC K
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9
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E. M. JEZUIT
Gary, Ind	 20

•
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Baltimore, Md	 August 1 3

It . A . KREB S
Columbus, Ohio	 August

	

1
Newark, Ohio

	

2
Coshocton, Ohio	 :	 3
Canton, Ohio	 4, 5
Cleveland, Ohio	 6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-1 9
Toledo, Ohio	 2 0
Adrian, Mich	 2 1
Ann Arbor, Mich	 2 2
Jackson, Mich	 23, 2 4
Chatham, Ont	 , Can	 2 5
Detroit, Mich	 26, 2 7
Flint, Mich	 September

	

1
Saginaw, Mich	 2-4

A. II. KRUMPOLT
Allentown, Pa	 August 2 7

R. J. KRUP A
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19

L . P . LOOMI S
Bridgeport, Corm	 August

	

6
Paterson, N. J	 27

J. Y. MAC AULA Y
Knoxville, Tenn	 August

	

1
New Albany, Ind	 3
Salem, hid	 4
Indianapolis, Ind	 5, 6
Muncie, Ind	 7, 8
Richmond, Ind	 9
Piqua, Ohio	 10, 11
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19
South Bend, Ind	 20
Gary, Ind	 21, 22
Rockford, Ill	 23
LaSalle, Ill	 24
Chicago, Ill	 27
Elkader, Iowa	 28-30
Minneapolis, Minn	 September 2-4
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E . R. MAC JILTON
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19

W . S . MARSHALL
West Brooksville, Me	 August

	

6
Dover-Foxcroft, Me	 13
Brewer-Bangor, Me	 20
Gouldsboro, Me	 2 7

J . A. MEGGISON
St. Joseph, Mo	 August

	

6
Chicago, Ill	 7
South Bend, Ind	 8
Indianapolis, Ind	 9
Dayton, Ohio	 10
Cincinnati, Ohio	 1 1
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19
Cleveland, Ohio	 2 0
Erie, Pa	 2 1
Tonawanda, N . Y	 2 2
Port Crane, N . Y	 2 3
North Brookfield, Mass	 2 5
Boston, Mass	 2 7
Lynn, Mass	 2 8
Worcester, Mass	 2 9
New Bedford, Mass	 3 0
New London, Conn	 3 1
New Haven, Conn	 September

	

1
Brooklyn, N. Y	 2- 4

M . C. MITCHELL
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9
New Haven, Conn . (Morning) . . . .

	

2 7
Waterbury, Conn . (Afternoon) . . . .

	

2 7

J . H . MOORE
Ostrander, Minn	 August

	

1
Elkader, Iowa	 2- 4
Gary, Ind	 5, 6
Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

7
Saginaw, Mich	 8
Flint, Mich	 9
Ann Arbor, Mich	 10
Detroit, Mich	 1 1
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-1 9
Dayton, Ohio	 20
Cincinnati, Ohio	 2 1
Columbus, Ohio	 2 2
Piqua, Ohio	 2 3
Newark, Ohio	 2 4
Shadyside, Ohio	 25
Pittsburgh, Pa	 2 7
Lewistown, Pa	 2 8
Allentown, Pa	 2 9
Reading, Pa	 30
Easton, Pa	 31
Brooklyn, N . Y	 September 2- 4

D. J. MOREHOUS E
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19
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E. MURRAY
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9
Brooklyn, N. Y	 September 2- 4

A . B. NEWELL
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19

L . H . NORBY
Mahanoy City, Pa	 August

	

6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19
Minneapolis, Minn . (Morning)	 27
St . Cloud, Minn . (Afternoon)	 2 7
Minneapolis, Minn	 September 2-4

A. OBENLAND
Elyria, Ohio	 August

	

6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19
Cleveland, Ohio	 20
Brooklyn, N . Y	 September 2- 4

W. N. POE
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19

G. R. POLLOCK
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 17-19

B . ROS E
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19

V. E. SAMUELS
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9

A. L . SMITH
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19
Brooklyn, N. Y	 September 2- 4

C. A. SUNDBO M
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19

J . H . L . TRAUTFELTER
Brooklyn, N . Y	 September 2-4

C. R. WEID A
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-19
Brooklyn, N . Y	 September 2- 4

G. M. WILSON
Duquesne, Pa	 August

	

6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19
Brooklyn, N. Y	 September 2- 4

W. N. WOODWORTH
Paterson, N . J	 August

	

6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-1 9

E . G . WYLA M
Bowling Green, Ohio	 August 12-1 9

H. L. YOUNG
Easton, Pa	 August

	

6
Lehighton, Pa	 27

C. W. ZAHNOW
Havre, Mont	 August

	

1
Minneapolis, Minn	 3, 4, 21
Milwaukee, Wis	 6
Bowling Green, Ohio	 12-19
Seattle, Wash.

	

September 2-4



BREMERTON, WASH., August 6—Home
gathering at R . W. Valentine's, R . F. 5 ,
Box 988 . The Valentines will appreciat e
knowing in advance how many ca n
come so arrangements can be made for

F meals and transportation from Bremer -
ton . Phone Silverdale 8397 .
GENERAL CONVENTION, August 12-1 9
—See front cover .
PITTSBURGH, PA., August 27—Con-
vention opens at 9 :30 A. M., in the O.
of I . A . Temple, 610 Arch Street, N . S .
BROOKLYN, N. Y., September 2-4—T o
be held in the regular meeting place ,
104 Clark Street. An unusually goo d
program is being planned . For roo m
reservations write the secretary, Mr .
Michael Kelly, 99-41 64th Avenue, Reg o
Park, L . I ., N . Y.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., September 2- 4
—The convention will be held in th e
I . O. G. T. Hall, 2922 Cedar Avenue .
For information and reservations, write
the secretary, Miss Ruth Norby, 182 9
Tenth Avenue, South, Minneapolis ,
Minn .
SAGINAW, MICH., September 2-4—The
convention opens at three o'clock, Sat-
urday in the Young Women's Christian
Association Building, 215 South Jeffer-
son Avenue . For information and res-
ervations, write the secretary, Mrs. C . A .
Sundbom, 207 Alice Street, Saginaw ,
Michigan.
SAN DIEGO, CALIF ., September 2-4—
Annual three-day gathering to be held

at the North Park Lion's Club House ,
3927 Utah Street . The convention opens
at 9 :30 Saturday morning. A baptismal
service may be arranged, if any so de-
siring will notify the secretary . Room
reservations should be made in advance
and addressed to the secretary, Mrs . Gil-
bert Rice, R . F. D . 1, Box 410, Spring
Valley, California .
SEATTLE, WASH., September 2-4—The
convention will be held in the Norway
Hall, 2015 Boren Avenue, between Vir-
ginia Street and Denny Way. An in-
teresting and varied program is bein g
arranged, including an immersion serv-
ice. Any candidates for immersion
should notify the secretary in advance.
Two meals will be served each day in
the convention hall . For reservations,
write to Mrs. F . French, 2821 W . 63rd
Street, Seattle 7, Washington. Some of
the speakers expected are Brothers W .
A. Baker, H. Livermore, and M . Chand-
ler, of Portland, Oregon, E. Fay and J .
Hull, of Los Angeles, Calif., and C . W .
Zahnow .
ALBANY, N. Y., September 10—
Y . W. C . A., 5 Lodge Street .
PITTSBURGH, PA., September 24—0 ,
of I. A. Temple, 610 Arch Street .
MILWAUKEE, WIS., September 30 ,
October 1—The convention will be held
in the regular meeting place of th e
ecclesia, 734 North 26th Street . For reser-
vations, write the secretary, Mrs. Matil-
da Conrad, R . F. D . 2, Box 485, Hales
Corners, Wisconsin .

Love not the world !
He in whose heart the lov e

Of vanity has found a place, shuts ou t
The enduring world above .

Love not the world !
However fair it seem;

Who loveth this vain world—the love of God
Abideth not in him.
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Us the Scriptures
That the church is "the temple of the living God" —

peculiarly "his workmanship" ; that its construction has
been in progress throughout the Gospel age—ever sinc e
Christ became the world's Redeemer and the chief corne r
stone of this temple, through which, when finished, God' s
blessings shall come "to oil people" and they find access
to him .—1 Cor . 3 :16, 17; Eph . 2:20-2 Caen . 28 :14; Gal . 3 :29

,That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of
consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin pro-
gresses, and when the last of these "living stones," "elect
and precious, shall have been made ' ready, the great
Master Workman will bring all t

	

Cher in the first resur -
rection; and the temple shall b

	

ed with his glory, an d
be the meeting place between

	

and men throughout
the Millennium .—Rev . 15:5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the worl d
lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of Go d
tasted death for every man," "a ransom for all," and wil l

be "the true light which lighteth even; man that comet h
into the world," "in due time2:9 ; John 1 :9 ;
I Tim. 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her
Lord, "see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divin e
nature," and share his glory as his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ;
John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; II Pet . 1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfectin g
of the saints for the future work of service ; to develop i n
herself every grace ; to be God's witness to the world ; and
to prepare to be the kings and priests in the next age . —
Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14; Rev. 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings o f
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ' s
millennial kingdom—the restitution of all that was lost i n
Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands o f
their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all the wil-
fully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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